THE  WAR  OF  THE 
REBELLION:  A 

/ 

COMPILATION  OF 

THE  OFFICIAL 
RECORDS  OF  THE... 

United  States.  War  Dept,  Robert 
Nicholson  Scott, ... 


in 

Digitized  by  Google 


t 


Mr.  Tate  Holt 


STANFORD  UNIVERSITY  LIBRARIES 


Digitized  by  Googl 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE 

WAR  OF  THE  REBELLION: 

A  COMPILATION  OF  THE 
OFFICIAL  RECORDS 

OF  THS 

UNION  AND  CONFEDERATE  ARMIES. 


PREPARED  UNDER  THE  DIRECTION  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR,  BY  BYT.  LIEUT, 
COL.  ROBERT  S.  SCOTT,  THIRD  TS.  &  ARTILLERY, 

PUBLISHED  PURSUANT  TO  ACT  OP  C0NGRE88  APPROVED  JUNE  16,  1880 


SERIES  I— VOLUME  II. 


WASHINGTON: 

GOVERNMENT  PBINTIN<J  OFFICE. 

1880. 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  REPUBLICATION,  in  its  entirety,  of  the  War  of 

the  Rebellion:  Official  Records  of  the  Union  and  Confederate 
Armies,  is  a  service  project  undertaken  by  the  National  Historical 
Society  in  the  interest  of  libraries  and  scholars  who  have  long 
needed  a  reissue  of  this  indispensable  work.  Each  of  the  128 
volumes  is  published  in  full,  including  the  Index,  and  all  are  heavily 
bound  in  buckram  for  long  and  continued  use.  This  and  other 
volumes  of  the  set  are  available  only  from  the  National  Historical 
Society. 


Copyright  C  1971  by 

THE  NATIONAL  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

Gettysburg.  Pa.  17325 
Printed  at  the  Telegraph  Press,  Cameron  &  Kelker  Sts.,  Harrisburg.  Pa. 


The  National  Historical  Society  seeks  to  expand  and  enrich  knowl- 
edge of  the  American  past  and,  through  its  programs  and  services, 
to  bring  its  members  a  fuller  appreciation  and  deeper  understanding 
of  the  people  and  events  that  came  together  to  create  the  great  his- 
tory that  is  our  heritage. 

Digitized  by  Google 


PREFACE 


By  an  act  approved  June  23, 1874,  Congress  made  an  appropriation 
"  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  War  to  begin  the  publication  of  the  Official 
Eecords  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  both  of  the  Union  and  Confed- 
erate Armies,"  and  directed  him  "  to  have  copied  for  the  Public  Printer 
all  reports,  letters,  telegrams,  and  general  orders  not  heretofore  copied 
or  printed,  and  properly  arranged  in  chronological  order." 

Appropriations  for  continuing  such  preparation  have  been  made  from 
time  to  time,  and  the  act  approved  June  16, 1880,  has  provided  "for 
the  printing  and  binding,  under  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of 
10,000  copies  of  a  compilation  of  the  Official  Records  (Union  and  Con- 
federate) of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  ready 
for  publication, during  the  fiscal  year";  and  that  "of  said  number,  7,000 
copies  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  2,000  copies 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  1,000  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Executive 
Departments." 

This  compilation  will  be  the  first  general  publication  of  the  military 
records  of  the  war,  and  will  embrace  all  official  documents  that  can 
be  obtained  by  the  compiler,  and  that  appear  to  be  of  auy  historical 
value. 

The  publication  will  present  the  records  in  the  following  order  of 
arrangement : 

The  1st  Series  will  embrace  the  formal  reports,  both  Union  and  Con- 
federate, of  the  first  seizures  of  United  States  property  in  the  Southern 
States,  and  of  all  military  operations  in  th«  fiftld,  with  the  correspond- 
ence, orders,  and  returns  relating  specially  thereto,  aud,  as  proposed,  is 
to  be  accompanied  by  an  Atlas. 

In  this  series  the  reports  will  be  arranged  according  to  the  campaigns 
and  several  theaters  of  operations  (in  the  chronological  order  of  the 
events),  and  the  Union  reports  of  any  event  will,  as  a  rule,  be  imme- 
diately followed  by  the  Confederate  accounts.  The  correspondence,  &c, 
not  embraced  in  the  "  reports"  proper  will  follow  (first  Union  and  next 
Confederate)  in  chronological  order. 

The  2d  Series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and 
returns,  Union  and  Confederate,  relating  to  prisoners  of  war,  and  (so 
far  as  the  military  authorities  were  concerned)  to  State  or  political 
prisoners. 
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The  3d  Series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and 
returns  of  the  Knion  authorities  (embracing  their  correspondence  with 
the  Confederate  officials)  not  relating  specially  to  the  subjects  of  the 
first  and  second  series.  It  will  set  forth  the  annual  and  special  reports 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  General-in-Chief,  and  of  the  chiefs  of 
the  several  staff  corps  and  departments ;  the  calls  for  troops,  and  the 
correspondence  between  the  National  and  the  several  State  authorities. 

The  4th  Series  will  exhibit  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and 
returns  of  the  Confederate  authorities,  similar  to  that  indicated  for  the 
Union  officials,  as  of  the  third  series,  but  excluding  the  correspondence 
between  the  Union  and  Confederate  authorities  given  in  that  series. 

ROBERT  N.  SCOTT, 
Major,  Third  Art,,  and  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col 

War  Department,  August  23, 1880. 
Approved : 

ALEX.  RAMSEY, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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CIIAPTBE  IX 


OPERATIONS  IN  MARYLAND,  PENNSYLVANIA,  VIR- 
GINIA, AND  WEST  VIRGINIA.* 


April  16-July  81,  1881. 


SUMMARY   OIT  THE  PRINCIPAL  EVENTS,  t 

April  17, 1861.— Ordinance  of  secession  adopted  by  Virginia  Convention. 

18, 1861.— Maj.  Gen.  William  B.  Taliaferro  assigned  to  command  of  Virginia 
forces  at  Norfolk,  Va. 
United  States  Armory  at  Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  abandoned  and 
burned  by  its  garrison. 
19, 1861.— Conflict  between  United  States  troops  and  mob  in  Baltimore,  Md. 

Maj.  Gen.  Robert  Patterson,  Pennsylvania  Militia,  assigned  to  com- 
mand over  the  States  of  Delaware,  Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland, 
and  the  District  of  Columbia. 
20, 1861. — General  Butler's  command  arrives  at  Annapolis,  Md. 

Expedition  to  destroy  the  dry-dock  at  Norfolk,  Va. 
23, 1861.— Maj.  Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee  assigned  to  command  of  the  military  and 

naval  forces  of  Virginia. 
26, 1861.— Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Virginia  Volunteers,  assigned  to  com- 
mand of  the  State  forces  in  and  about  Richmond,  Va. 
Maj.  Gen.  Walter  Gwynn,  Virginia  Volunteers,  assigned  to  command 
of  State  forces  in  and  about  Norfolk,  Va. 
27, 1861. — Msjor-General  Patterson,  Pennsylvania  Militia,  assigned  to  command 
of  the  Department  of  Pennsylvania. 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  P.  Butler,  Massachusetts  Militia,  assigned  to  command 

Col.  Joseph  K.  F.  Mansfield,  U.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command  of  the 

Department  of  Washington. 
CoL  T.  J.  Jackson,  Virginia  Volunteers,  assigned  to  command  of  State 
troops  at  and  about  Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va. 
May    1, 1861.— Volunteer  forces  called  out  in  Virginia. 

3. 1861. — Governor  of  Virginia  issues  call  for  additional  forces. 
4, 1861.— Col.  G.  A.  Porterlleld  assigned  to  command  of  State  forces  in  North- 
western Virginia  (W.  Va.). 

•  The  State  of  West  Virginia  was  not  admitted  into  the  Union  until  June  20,  1863. 
For  that  reason,  and  because  the  Confederates  did  not  recognize  the  partition  of  Vir- 
ginia thus  made,  places  in  the  new  State  are  frequently  referred  to,  in  the  text  of  these 
Records,  as  being  cither  in  Virginia  or  in  Western  Virginia.  Tho  transfer  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Berkeley  and  Jefferson  from  Virginia  to  West  Virginia  was  not  recognized  by 
Congress  until  March  10, 1866. 

tOf  some  of  the  skirmishes,  and  other  minor  conflicts,  noted  in  this  "  Summary,"  no 
circumstantial  reports  are  on  file,  the  only  official  record  of  such  oven  t »  being  refer- 
ences thereto  on  muster  rolls  and  returns. 
1  &  R  VOL  n 
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May    5, 1801.-— Alexandria,  Va, ,  abandoned  by  State  troops.  (Rooccupied.) 

7, 1861.— Routes  between  Philadelphia,  Harrisburg,  and  Washington,  via  Balti- 
more, re-established. 
9, 1861,-Exchange  of  shots  between  the  United  States  steamer  Yankee  and  the 

batteries  at  Gloucester  Point,  Vo. 
10, 1861.— Maj.  Gen.  R.  £.  Lee  assigned  to  command  of  the  Confederate  States 

forces  serving  in  Virginia. 
13, 1861. — Baltimore,  Md.,  occupied  by  United  States  troops.  . 

Maj.  Gen.  Geo.  B.  McClellan,  U.  8.  Army,  assumes  command  of  the 
Department  of  the  Ohio,  embracing  a  portion  of  West  Virginia. 
14, 1861. — Seizure  of  a  train  of  cars  at  Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va. 
15, 1861. — Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  George  Cadwalader,  Pennsylvania  Militia,  supersedes 
General  Butler  in  Department  of  Annapolis. 
Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  C.  8.  Army,  assigned  to  command  of 
troops  near  Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va. 
18-19, 1861.— Engagement  at  Sewell's  Point,  Va. 

91, 1861.— Col.  John  B.  Magruder,  Provisional  Army  of  Virginia,  assigned  to 
command  at  Yorktown,  Va. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  L.  Bonham,  C.  S.  A.,  assigned  to  command  on  the  "Alex- 
andria Lino,"  Va. 

22, 1861.-Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  Massachusetts  Militia,  assigned  to  command 
at  Fort  Monroe,  Va. 

23, 1861. — Brig.  Gen.  Benjamin  Hugor,  Virginia  Volunteers,  assigned  to  command 
at  Norfolk,  Va. 
Demonstration  on  Hampton,  Va. 

24, 1861.— Advance  of  Union  Army  into  Virginia,  and  its  occupation  of  Arling- 
ton Heights  and  Alexandria. 

26-  30, 1861.— Advance  upon  and  occupation  of  Grafton,  W.  Va.,  by  Union  forces. 

27- 29, 1861.— Occupation  of  Newport  News,  Va,,  by  Union  forces. 

28, 1861.— Brig.  Gen.  Irvin  McDowell,  U.  a  Army,  assumes  command  of  the 

Department  of  Northeastern  Virginia. 
31-June  1, 1861.— Attack  on  Aquia  Creek  batteries,  Va. 
June    1, 1861.— Skirmishes  at  Arlington  Mills  and  Fairfax  Court-House,  Va. 

2, 1861.— Brig.  Gen.  G.  T.  Beauregard,  C.  8.  Army,  supersedes  General  Bonham 
in  command  on  the  "Alexandria  Line  "  (sometimes  called  the  11  De- 
partment of  Alexandria,"  the  "Potomac  Department,"  and  after- 
wards the  "Army  of  the  Potomac  "). 
3,1861,-Action  at  Philippi,  W.  Va. 
6, 1801. -Attack  upon  Pig  Point  batteries,  Va. 

6, 1861.— Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Wise,  C.  8.  Army,  ordered  to  command  of  troops 

in  the  Kanawha  Valley,  W.  Va. 
7, 1861.— Reconnaissance  from  Yorktown  to  Newport  News,  Va. 
8, 1861.— Virginia  8 tote  troops  transferred  to  the  Confederate  States. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  S.  Garnett,  C.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command  of  troops 
in  Northwestern  Virginia  (W.  Va.). 
10, 1861. — Brig.  Gen.  Beauregard  in  command  of  all  Confederate  forces  in  Prince 
William,  Fairfax,  and  Loudoun  Counties,  Va. 
Engagement  at  Big  Bethel,  or  Bethel  Church,  Va. 
10-July  7, 1861.— The  Rockville  (Maryland)  expedition. 
July  11,1861.— Maj.  Gen.  Banks  supersedes  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Cadwalader  in  Depart- 
ment of  Annapolis. 
13, 1861. — Descent  of  Union  troops  upon  Romney,  W.  Va. 
15, 1861.— Skirmish  at  Bowman's  Place,  Cheat  River,  W.  Va. 

Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  evacuated  by  Confederate  forces. 
17, 1861.— Action  near  Vienna,  Va. 
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June  19, 1861.— Skirmish  at  New  Creek,  W.  Va. 
23, 1861.— Skirmish  at  Righter,  W.  Va. 
94, 1861.— Affair  on  the  Rappahannock,  Va. 
25, 1861.— Descent  on  Mathias  Point,  Va. 

86, 1861.— Skirmishes  at  Frankfort  and  on  Patterson's  Creek,  W.  Va. 
97, 186 1  .—Attack  on  Mathias  Point,  Va. 

Va,'  1861.— Operations  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley. 

5, 1861. — Skirmish  near  Newport  News,  Va. 
6-17, 1861.— Campaign  in  West  Virginia. 
9, 1861.— Skirmish  at  Vienna,  Va. 
12, 1861.— Skirmish  near  Newport  News,  Va. 

16-99, 1861.— The  Boll  Ron,  or  Manassas,  campaign,  Va. 
19, 1861.  — Affair  on  the  Back  River  Road,  Va. 

Affair  near  New  Market  Bridge,  Va. 
90,1861.-Brig.  Gen.  William  W.  Loring,C.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command  of 

"Northwestern  Army"  (W.  Va.). 
91, 1861. — Maj.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  ordered  to  relieve  Major-General 

Patterson  in  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Shenandoah. 
22, 1861.—  Maj .  Gen.  Geo.  B.  McClellan,  U.  S.  Army,  ordered  to  Washington,  D.  C. 
93, 1861.— Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  8.  Army,  assumes  command  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Maryland. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  S.  Rosecrana,  U.  8.  Army,  assumes  command  of  the 
Department  of  the  Ohio,  embracing  portion  of  West  Virginia. 
94, 1861.— Operations  on  Back  River,  Va. 

Retreat  of  General  Wise's  command  up  the  Kanawha  Valley. 
96,1861.— Major-General  Banks  assumes  command  of  the  Department  of  the 
Shenandoah. 

Major-General  Dix  assumes  command  of  the  Department  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

97,1861.— Major-General  McClellan  assumes  command  of  the  Division  of  the 
Potomac. 

99, 1861.-8kirmish  at  Edwards  Ferry,  Md. 

APRIL  18,  1881.- Destruction  of  the  United  States  Armory  at  Harper's 

Ferry,  W.  Va. 

REPORTS,  ETC. 
No.  1.— Lieut.  Roger  Jones,  Mounted  Rifles,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  9, — Congratulatory  letter  from  United  States  Secretary  of  War  to  Lieutenant  Jones. 
No.  3.— Lieut.  Col.  William  Maynadier,  U.  S.  Ordnance  Department,  of  the  expendi- 
tures upon  and  losses  at  the  armory. 

No.  L 

Report*  of  First  Lieut.  B.  Jones,  Mounted  Rifles,  XT.  8.  Army. 

Headquarters  United  States  Armory, 

Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  April  18, 1861—9  p.  m. 

Sir  :  Up  to  the  present  time  no  assault  or  attempt  to  seize  the  Gov- 
ernment property  here  has  been  made,  bnt  there  is  decided  evidence 
that  the  subject  is  in  contemplation,  and  has  been  all  day,  by  a  large 
number  of  people  living  in  the  direction  of  Oharlestown ;  and  at  euu- 
down  this  evening  several  companies  of  troops  had  assembled  at  Hall- 
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town,  about  three  or  four  miles  from  here  on  the  road  to  Charlestown, 
with  the  intention  of  seizing  the  Government  property,  and  the  last 
report  is  that  the  attack  will  be  made  to-night.  I  telegraphed  this 
evening  to  General  Scott  that  I  had  received  information  confirming 
his  dispatch  of  this  morning,  and  later  to  the  Adjutant-General  that  I 
expected  an  attack  to  night.  I  have  taken  steps  which  ongbt  to  insure 
my  receiving  early  intelligence  of  the  advance  of  any  forces,  and  my 
determination  is  to  destroy  what  I  cannot  defend,  and  if  the  forces  sent 
against  me  are  clearly  overwhelming,  my  present  intention  is  to  retreat 
into  Pennsylvania. 

The  steps  I  have  taken  to  destroy  the  arsenal,  which  contains  nearly 
15,000  stand  of  arms,  are  so  complete  that  I  can  conceive  of  nothing 
that  will  prevent  their  entire  destruction. 

If  the  Government  purposes  maintaining  its  authority  here,  no  time 
should  be  lost  in  sending  large  bodies  of  troops  to  my  assistance,  and 
as  many  of  them  as  possible  should  be  regulars. 

A  courier  has  just  reported  the  advance  of  the  troops  from  II  all  town. 
Respectfully.  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

;  R.  JONES, 

First  Lieutenant,  Mounted  Riflemen,  Commanding. 

To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 


CHAMBER8BURG,  April  19,  1801. 

Finding  my  position  untenable,  shortly  after  10  o'clock  last  night  I 
destroyed  the  arsenal,  containing  15,000  stand  of  arms,  and  burned  up 
the  armory  building  proper,  ;nd  under  cover  of  the  nignt  withdrew  my 
command  almost  in  the  presence  of  twenty-five  hundred  or  three  thou- 
sand troops.  This  was  accomplished  with  but  four  casualties.  I  be- 
lieve the  destruction  must  have  been  complete.  I  will  await  orders  at 
Carlisle. 

R.  JONES. 

General  Winfield  Scott. 


Carlisle  Barracks,  Pa.,  April  20, 1861. 

Sir  :  Immediately  after  finishing  my  dispatch  of  the  night  of  the  18th 
instant,  I  received  positive  and  reliable  information  that  2,500  or  3,000 
State  troops  would  reach  Harper's  Ferry  in  two  hours,  from  Winchester, 
and  that  the  troops  from  Halltown,  increased  to  300  men,  were  advanc- 
ing, and  were  at  that  time  (few  minutes  after  10  o'clock)  within  twenty 
minutes'  march  of  the  Ferry.  Under  these  circumstances  I  decided  the 
time  had  arrived  to  carry  out  my  determination,  as  expressed  in  the  dis- 
patch above  referred  to,  and  accordingly  gave  the  order  to  apply  the 
torch.  In  three  minutes,  or  less,  both  of  the  arsenal  buildings,  contain- 
ing nearly  15,000  arms,  together  with  the  carpenter's  shop,  which  was 
at  the  upper  end  of  a  long  and  connected  series  of  workshops  of  the 
armory  proper,  were  in  a  complete  blaze. 

There  is  every  reason  for  believing  the  destruction  was  complete. 
After  firing  the  buildings  I  withdrew  my  command,  marching  all  night, 
and  arriv  ed  here  at  2J  p.  m.  yesterday,  where  I  shall  await  orders.  Four 
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men  were  missing  on  leaving  the  armory,  and  two  deserted  dnring  the 
night 

Respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  JONES, 

First  Lieut.  Mounted  Riflemen,  Comdg.  Detachment  Recruits. 

To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Carlisle  Barracks,  Pa.,  April  22, 1861. 

Sir  :  Last  evening  three  of  my  missing  men  arrived  here,  having  left 
Harper's  Ferry  the  previous  afternoon.  They  report  that  fifteen  minutes 
after  my  command  left  the  armory  nine  hundred  troops  marched  into 
town,  and  that  they  continued  to  arrive  every  hour  during  the  night,  so 
that  by  morning  there  were  probably  nearly  five  thousand  troops  there. 
They  also  report  that  the  fire  in  the  workshops  was  arrested,  but  that 
the  arsenal  buildings  containing  the  arms,  together  with  their  contents, 
were  completely  demolished,  and  that  it  is  probable  not  a  single  gun 
was  saved  from  them. 

I  remain,  sir,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  JONES, 
First  Lieutenant  Mounted  Riflemen. 

To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  2. 

Congratulatory  letter  from  United  States  Secretary  of  War. 

War  Department, 
Washington,  April  22, 186L 

Lieut .  Roger  Jones,  Commanding  at  Harper's  Ferry : 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  communicate  to  yon,  and  through  you  to  the  officers  and  men  under 
your  command  at  Harper's  Ferry  Armory,  the  approbation  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  your  and  their  judicious  conduct  there,  and  to  tender  to  you 
and  them  the  thanks  of  the  Government  for  the  same. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

SBION  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  William  Maynadier,  U.  S.  Ordnance  Department,  of 
the  expenditures  upon  and  losses  at  the  armory. 

Ordnance  Office, 
Washington,  November  16,  1801. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  the  letter  [following]  of  the  Hon.  John  P.  Hale, 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate,  which  yon  referred  to  this 
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office,  I  hare  the  honor  to  report  that  the  U.  S.  Armory  at  Harper's 
Ferry  was  established  in  the  year  1796. 
The  amount  expended  on  the  same  if 


For  land  purchased  at  different  times   $45, 477 

For  Improvements  thereon  for  water-power,  canals,  embankments,  walls,  and 
water  privileges,  and  for  hydraulic  machinery  and  buildings  ot  all 


kinds   1,787,430 

Total,  exclusive  of  the  amount  expended  in  the  manufacture  and  re- 
pair of  arms   1, 832, 907 

The  latest  annnal  inventory  of  the  property  belonging  to  the  United 
States  at  that  armory  is  dated  June  30, 1860,  in  which  the  value  of  all 
the  property  on  hand  at  that  date  is  appraised  as  follows,  viz : 

l,G69i  acres  of  land  -   |37, 457 

Mill-dams,  canals,  water-powers,  and  hydraulic  machinery   233,279 

Forges^  rolling-mills,  machine-shops,  storehouses,  dwellings,  and  other      ^  ^ 

Amount  of  real  estate   61 1 , 957 

Machines  used  in  workshops  $270,235 

Tools  used  in  service   109,560 

  379,795 

I  ii wrought  materials  on  hand   100, 043 

Parts  of  arms  in  progress   93, 573 

  193,616 

20,507  arms  of  different  models  in  store   285, 145 

Total  appraised  value  June  30,  1860   1, 470, 513 

By  the  latest  returns  received  at  this  office  from  the  armory,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  number  of  arms  in  store  when  the  armory  was  destroyed  in 
April,  1861,  was  reduced  to  4,287,  the  value  of  which  was  about  $64,000. 

We  may  assume  that  the  quantity  and  value  of  all  other  property 
than  the  arms  in  store  remained  without  material  change  from  Jane, 
i ..sen,  to  April,  1861.  The  diminished  number  of  arms  in  store  at  the 
latter  date  reduces  that  item  in  the  inventory  from  $285,145  to  $164,300, 
aud  the  total  appraised  value  of  all  the  property  from  $1,470,513  to 
$1,207,668. 

Respectfully,  &c, 

WM.  MAYNADIER, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Ordnance. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War. 


U.  S.  Capitol,  November  14, 1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  The  committee  of  the  Senate  "  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances 
attending  the  destruction  of  the  property  of  the  United  States  at  the 
armory  at  Harper's  Ferry ,w  &c,  desire  to  be  informed  by  the  War  De- 
partment of  the  date  of  the  establishment  of  the  Harper's  Ferry  Armory, 
the  amount  expended  upon  the  same  by  the  Government  previous  to  its 
destruction,  the  character  of  the  buildings,  machinery,  &c.,and  the  quan- 
tity and  description  of  arms  destroyed  there,  and  of  the  material  on  hand 
at  that  time. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  P.  HALE, 

Chairman. 
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APRIL  19,  1861— Conflict  between  United  State*  troop,  and  mob  in  Balti 
more,  Md.,  and  interrnption  of  communication  through  that  city  with 
Washington. 

REPORTS,  ETC. 

No.  1.— Col.  Edward  F.  Jones,  Sixth  Massachusetts  Militia. 

No.  2.— Board  of  Baltimore  Police  Commissioners. 

No.  3.— Hon.  George  William  Brown,  Mayor  of  Baltimore. 

No.  4. — Message  of  the  Mayor  of  Baltimore. 

No.  6.— Statement  of  George  M.  GilL 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  Edward  F.  Jones,  Sixth  Massachusetts  MUitia. 

Hdqrs.  6th  Eegiment,  3d  Brig.,  2d  Dir.,  M.  V.  M., 

Capitol,  Washington,  April  22, 1861. 

In  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  6,  I  proceeded  with  my  com- 
mand towards  the  city  of  Washington,  leaving  Boston  on  the  evening 
of  the  17th  April,  arrived  in  New  York  on  the  morning  of  the  18th,  and 
proceeded  to  Philadelphia,  reaching  that  place  on  the  same  evening. 

On  our  way  John  Brady,  of  Company  H,  Lowell,  was  taken  insane, 
and  deeming  it  unsafe  to  have  him  accompany  the  regiment,  I  left,  him 
at  Delauco,  N.  J.,  with  J.  C.  Buck,  with  directions  that  he  should  tele- 
graph Mayor  Sargent,  of  Lowell,  as  to  the  disposition  of  him,  and  we 
proceeded  thence  to  Baltimore,  reaching  that  place  at  noon  on  the  19th. 
After  leaving  Philadelphia  I  received  intimation  that  our  passage 
through  the  city  of  Baltimore  would  be  resisted.  I  caused  ammunition 
to  be  distributed  and  arms  loaded,  and  went  personally  through  the 
cars,  and  issued  the  following  order,  viz : 

The  regiment  will  march  through  Baltimore  in  column  of  sections,  arms  at  wiD. 
Tou  will  undoubtedly  be  insulted,  abused,  aud,  perhaps,  assaulted,  to  which  you  must 
pay  no  attention  whatever,  but  march  with  your  faces  square  to  the  front,  and  pay 
no  attention  to  the  mob,  even  if  they  throw  stones,  bricks,  or  other  missiles ;  lint 
if  you  are  fired  upon  and  any  one  of  you  is  hit,  your  officers  will  order  you  to  fire.  Do 
not  fire  into  any  promiscuous  crowds,  but  select  any  man  whom  you  may  see  aiming 
at  you,  and  be  sure  you  drop  him. 

Beaching  Baltimore,  horses  were  attached  the  instant  that  the  loco- 
motive was  detached,  and  the  cars  were  driven  at  a  rapid  pace  across 
the  city.  After  the  care  containing  seven  companies  had  reached  the 
Washington  depot  the  track  behind  them  was  barricaded,  and  the  care 
containing  baud  and  the  following  companies,  viz:  Company  C,  of 
Lowell,  Captain  Follansbee;  Company  D,  of  Lowell,  Captain  Hart; 
Company  I,  of  Lawrence,  Captain  Pickering,  and  Company  L,  of  Stone- 
ham,  Captain  Dike,  were  vacated,  aud  they  proceeded  but  a  short  dis- 
tance before  they  were  furiously  attacked  by  a  showcrof  missiles,  which 
came  faster  as  they  advanced.  They  increased  their  steps  to  double- 
quick,  which  seemed  to  infuriate  the  mob,  as  it  evidently  impressed  the 
mob  with  the  idea  that  the  soldiers  dared  not  fire  or  had  no  ammunition, 
and  pistol-shots  were  numerously  tired  into  the  ranks,  and  one  soldier 
fell  dead.  The  order  "Fire"  was  given,  aud  it  was  executed.  In  conse- 
quence, several  of  the  mob  fell,  and  the  soldiers  again  advanced  hastily. 
The  mayor  of  Baltimore  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  the  column  be- 
side Captain  Follansbee,  and  proceeded  with  tbem  a  short  distance, 
assuring  him  that  he  would  protect  them,  and  begging  him  not  to  let 
the  men  fire  j  but  the  mayor's  patience  was  soon  exhausted,  and  he 
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seized  a  musket  from  the  hands  of  one  of  the  men  and  killed  a  man 
therewith ,  and  a  policeman,  who  was  in  advance  of  the  column,  also 
shot  a  man  with  a  revolver. 

They  at  last  reached  the  cars,  and  they  started  immediately  for  Wash- 
ington. On  going  through  the  train  I  found  there  were  about  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  missing,  including  the  band  and  field  music  Onr  bag- 
gage was  seized,  and  we  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  recover  any  of  it. 
1  have  found  it  very  difficult  to  got  reliable  information  in  regard  to  the 
killed  and  wounded,  but  believe  there  were  only  three  killed,  viz : 

James  Keenan,  Company  L,  Stoneham. 

Daniel  Stevens,  Company  D,  Lowell. 

Edward  Coburu,  Company  D,  Lowell. 

Wounded. 

Capt.  J.  H.  Dike,  Stoneham,  dangerous ;  doing  well. 
Andrew  Bobbins,  Stoneham,  dangerous :  doing  well. 
S.  H.  Needham,  Lawrence,  dangerous ;  doing  well. 
Michael  Green,  Lawrence ;  flesh  wound. 

D.  B.  Tyler,  Lowell ;  condition  unknown. 
Edwin  Colley,  Lowell ;  condition  unknown. 

H.  W.  Dan  fort  h,  Stoneham  ;  condition  unknown. 

William  R.  Paten,  Lowell ;  condition  unknown. 

(Note. — The  list  in  this  letter  is.  of  course,  inaccurate.  James 
Keenan  is  a  cripple.  Sumner  H.  Needham,  of  Lawrence,  and  Addison 
O.  Whitney  and  Luther  C.  Ladd,  of  Lowell,  were  the  killed. — Adjutant- 
Oenebal  of  Massachusetts.   October  23,  1874.) 

Captain  Dike  is  in  the  hands  of  some  brother  Masons,  and  to  the 
Order  he  owes  his  life.  The  others  arc  supposed  to  be  at  Baltimore  In- 
firmary. 

The  following  were  brought  with  us  and  sent  to  the  hospital  here : 
Gordon  Reed,  Company  A ;  since  discharged. 
Alonzo  Joy,  Company  B ;  doing  well. 

G.  G.  Durrell,  Company  I ;  since  discharged. 
Victor  Dengras,  Company  I;  doing  well. 

W.  G.  Withington,  Company  D ;  since  discharged. 
W.  H.  Young,  Company  L ;  doing  well. 
Warren  Holden.  Company  L ;  doing  well. 
Maurice  Mead,  Company  L;  doing  well. 
George  Alexander,  Company  D ;  doing  well. 
C.  L.  Gill,  Company  Lj  doing  well. 
CharU s  Stinson,  Company  C ;  doing  well. 
J.  M.  Moore,  Company  D ;  since  discharged. 
J.  W.  PennelL  Company  L ;  doing  well. 

E.  A.  Perry,  Company  L ;  since  discharged. 
William  G.  Butterfleld,  Company  L  j  doing  welL 
Stephen  Flanders,  Company  L:  doing  well 

J.  W.  Kimpton,  Company  L ;  doing  well. 
John  Fortier,  Company  L ;  doing  well. 
C.  H.  Chandler,  Company  D;  doing  well. 
S.  S.  Johnson,  Company  L;  since  discharged. 
Henry  Dike,  Company  L  j  doing  well. 
J.  F.  Rowe,  Company  L  j  doing  well. 
Daniel  Brown,  Company  L ;  doing  well. 
George  Calvin,  Company  C ;  doing  well. 

H.  Gardner,  Company  C ;  doing  well. 
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S.  L.  Colley.  Company  L  j  doing  welL 

W.  D.  Gourley,  Company  C  j  doing  well. 

John  Swett,  Company  A ;  doing  well. 

W.  H.  Lamson,  Company  D ;  doing  well. 

G.  W.  Lovering,  Company  D ;  doing  well. 

William  M.  Holden,  Company  C  j  doing  well. 

As  the  men  went  into  the  care  I  caused  the  blinds  to  the  cars  to  be 
closed,  and  took  every  precaution  to  prevent  any  shadow  of  offense  to 
the  people  of  Baltimore ;  but  still  the  stones  flew  thick  and  fast  into 
the  train,  and  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  that  I  could  prevent  the 
troops  from  leaving  the  care  and  revenging  the  death  of  their  comrades. 

After  a  volley  of  stones  some  one  of  the  soldiers  fired  and  killed  a  Mr. 
Davis,  who  I  have  since  ascertained  by  reliable  witnesses  threw  a  stone 
into  the.  car ;  yet  that  did  not  justify  the  firing  at  him,  but  the  men  were 
infuriated  beyond  control.  On  reaching  Washington  we  were  quartered 
at  the  Capitol,  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  and  are  all  in  good  health  and 
spirits. 

I  have  made  every  effort  to  get  possession  of  the  bodies  of  our  com- 
rades, but  have  not  yet  succeeded.  Should  I  succeed  I  shall  forward  them 
to  Boston,  if  practicable  j  otherwise  shall  avail  myself  of  a  kind  offer 
of  George  Woods,  esq.,  who  has  offered  me  a  prominent  lot  in  the  Con- 
gressional buryiug-ground  for  the  purpose  of  interment. 

We  were  this  day  mustered  into  the  United  States  service,  and  will 
forward  the  rolls  at  first  opportunity  after  verification. 

EDWARD  F.  JONES, 
Colonel  Sixth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  in  service  of  United  States, 

Brigade  Maj.  William  H.  Clemen  ce. 


No.  2. 

jLiXiracxs  jrom  repori  oj  ine  nauxmore  Jroitce  KjommtxHwners. 

Office  Boakd  of  Police  Commissioners, 

Baltimore,  May  3,  1861. 

To  the  Jionorable  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland : 

The  board  of  police  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  created  and  appointed  by 
your  honorable  body  by  the  provisions  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Code 
of  Public  Local  Laws,  section  800,  &c,  deem  it  their  duty  respectfully 
to  report : 

•  •••••• 

The  board  continued  from  the  date  of  their  above  report  to  exercise 
their  regular  functions  until  Friday,  the  19th  April.  On  that  day  a 
large  detachment  of,  it  is  understood,  about  1,800  men  of  the  Massachu- 
setts and  Pennsylvania  Militia  arrived  in  the  forenoon  iu  the  city  via  the 
Philadelphia,  Wilmington  and  Baltimore  Railroad.  No  member  of  the 
board  of  police  had  any  information  that  these  troops  were  expected  on 
that  day  until  from  half  an  hour  to  one  hour  of  the  time  at  which  they 
were  to  arrive.  The  marshal  of  police  was  immediately  notified,  and 
called  out  at  once  a  large  portion  of  his  force  to  preserve  order  during 
their  transit  through  the  city.  When  they  arrived,  there  were  manifes- 
tations to  interfere  with  their  passage ;  and  after  some  had  been  trans- 
ported by  cars  through  the  streets  to  the  Washington  depot  obstructions 
were  placed  on  the  track  in  the  city  which  stopped  the  progress  of  the 
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remainder.  These  alighted  to  march  to  the  depot,  and  to  prevent  any 
difficulty  the  mayor  placed  himself  at  their  head,  and  they  thus  proceeded 
on  their  route.  Missiles  were,  notwithstanding,  thrown  at  the  troops,  and 
some  of  them  were  injured.  Their  assailants  were  fired  upon,  and  in 
some  instances  with  fatal  effect.  An  intense  and  irrepressible  feeling 
appeared  to  be  at  once  aroused,  and  repeated  conflicts  between  parties 
of  citizens  and  the  Massachusetts  troops  took  place,  several  being  killed 
on  both  sides. 

The  marshal,  who  had  been  on  active  duty  at  the  Caraden-street 
depot,  and  did  not  know  that  these  troops  were  on  their  route  or  ex- 
pected, hearing  of  this,  hastened  to  meet  them  with  a  force  of  the  police, 
and  under  their  escort  they  reached  the  Washington  depot,  and  after 
some  delay  the  train  finally  started  for  Washington.  Attempts  were 
made  to  hinder  it  by  placing  obstructions  on  the  track  of  the  railroad, 
but  by  the  interference  of  the  police  these  were  soon  removed. 

The  city  authorities  were  meanwhile  informed  that  there  had  been 
another  arrival  of  military,  who  were  then  at  the  Philadelphia  depot 
The  marshal  of  police  hastened  to  that  point,  and  as  it  was  impossible 
for  them  at  that  time  to  be  taken  through  the  streets  without  a  general 
and  bloody  conflict,  he  protected  them  with  a  party  of  his  police  until 
they  were  sent  back  by  the  railroad  company  in  the  cars  to  Havre  de 
Grace. 

During  the  afternoon  and  night  a  large  number  of  stragglers  from 
some  of  the  above  detachments  of  troops  sought  the  aid  and  protection 
of  the  police;  they  were  safely  cared  for  at  the  several  station-houses, 
and  were  sent  off  in  security  by  the  earliest  opportunity  to  Havre  de 
Qrace  or  Philadelphia  in  the  cars. 

The  same  night  the  board  had  a  meeting,  when  the  opinion  was  unan- 
imously expressed  that  it  was  utterly  impossible  from  the  state  of  the 
public  mind  that  any  more  forces  from  other  States  could,  by  any  prob- 
ability, then  pass  through  the  city  to  Washington  without  a  fierce  and 
bloody  conflict  at  every  step  of  their  progress,  and  that  whatever  might 
be  the  result,  great  loss  of  life  and  imminent  danger  to  the  safety  of  the 
city  would  necessarily  ensue.  The  board  were  equally  unanimous  in 
their  judgment  that,  as  good  citizens,  it  was  their  duty  to  the  city,  and 
to  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  adopt  any  measures  whatsoever  that  might 
be  necessary  at  such  a  juncture  to  prevent  the  immediate  arrival  in  the 
city  of  further  bodies  of  troops  from  the  Eastern  or  Northern  States, 
though  the  object  of  the  latter  might  be  solely  to  pass  through  the  city. 
It  was  suggested  that  the  most  feasible,  if  not  the  most  practicable, 
mode  of  thus  stopping  for  a  time  the  approach  of  such  troops  would  be 
to  obstruct  the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  and  Baltimore,  and  the  North- 
ern Central  Railroads  by  disabling  some  of  the  bridges  on  both  roads. 
His  honor  the  mayor  stated  to  the  board  that  his  excellency  the  gov- 
ernor, with  whom  ho  had  a  few  minutes  before  been  in  consultation  in 
the  presence  of  several  citizens,  concurred  in  these  views;  they  were 
likewise  those  of  the  board,  and  instructions  were  given  for  carrying 
them  into  effect.  This  was  accordingly  done.  The  injury  thus  done  on 
the  railroads  amounted  to  but  a  few  thousand  dollars  on  each ;  sub- 
sequently, as  has  been  stated,  further  and  greater  damage  was  done  to 
other  structures  ou  the  roads  by  parties  in  the  country  or  others,  but 
this  was  without  the  sanction  or  authority  of  the  board,  and  they  have 
no  accurate  information  on  the  subject. 

The  absolute  necessity  of  the  measures  thus  determined  upon  by  the 
governor,  mayor,  and  police  board  is  fully  illustrated  by  the  fact  that 
early  on  Sunday  morning  reliable  information  reached  the  city  of  the 
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presence  of  a  large  body  of  Pennsylvania  troops,  amounting  to  about 
twenty-four  hundred  men,  [who]  had  reached  Ashland,  near  Coekeys- 
vi  lie,  by  the  way  of  the  Northern  Central  Railroad,  and  were  stopped  in 
their  progress  toward  Baltimore  by  the  partial  destruction  of  the  Ash- 
land Bridge.  Every  intelligent  citizen  at  all  acquainted  with  the  state  of 
feeling  then  existing  must  be  satisfied  that  if  these  troops  had  attempted 
to  march  through  the  city  an  immense  loss  of  life  would  have  ensued  in 
the  conflict  which  would  necessarily  have  taken  place.  The  bitter  feel- 
ings already  engendered  would  have  been  intensely  increased  bv  such 
a  conflict ;  all  attempts  at  conciliation  would  have  been  vain,  and  terri- 
ble destruction  would  have  been  the  consequence,  if,  as  is  certain,  other 
bodies  of  troops  had  insisted  upon  forcing  their  way  through  the  city. 

The  tone  of  the  whole  of  the  Northern  press  and  of  the  mass  of  the 
population  was  violent  in  the  extreme.  Incursions  upon  our  city  were 
daily  threatened,  not  only  by  troops  in  the  service  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, but  by  the  vilest  and  most  reckless  desperadoes,  acting  inde- 
pendently, and,  as  they  threatened,  in  despite  of  the  Government,  backed 
by  well-known,  influential  citizens,  and  sworn  to  the  commission  of  all 
kinds  of  excesses.  In  short,  every  possible  effort  was  made  to  alarm 
this  community.  In  this  condition  of  things  the  board  felt  it  to  be  their 
solemn  duty  to  continue  the  organization  which  had  already  been  com- 
menced for  the  purpose  of  assuring  the  people  of  Baltimore  that  no  effort 
would  be  spared  to  protect  all  within  its  borders  to  the  full  extent  of 
their  ability.  All  the  means  employed  were  devoted  to  this  end,  and 
with  no  view  of  producing  a  collision  with  the  General  Government, 
which  the  board  were  particularly  anxious  to  avoid,  and  an  arrangement 
was  happily  effected  by  the  mayor  with  the  General  Government  that  no 
troops  should  be  passed  through  the  city.  As  an  evidence  of  the  deter- 
mination of  the  board  to  prevent  such  collision,  a  sufficient  guard  was 
sent  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  McHenry  several  nights  to  arrest  all 
parties  who  might  be  engaged  in  a  threatened  attack  upon  it,  and  a 
steam-tug  was  employed,  properly  manned,  to  prevent  any  hostile 
demonstration  upon  the  receiving-ship  Allegheny,  lying  at  anchor  in  the 
harbor,  of  all  which  the  United  States  ofticers  in  command  were  duly 
notified. 

Property  of  various  descriptions,  belonging  to  the  Government  and 
individuals,  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  police  force  with  a  view  to 
its  security.  The  best  care  has  been  taken  of  it  Every  effort  has  been 
made  to  discover  the  rightful  owners,  and  a  portion  of  it  has  already 
been  forwarded  to  order.  Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Gov- 
ernment agents  satisfactory  to  them  for  the  portion  belonging  to  it,  and 
the  balance  is  held  subject  to  the  order  of  its  owners. 

Am  id st  all  the  excitement  and  confusion  which  has  since  prevailed,  the 
board  take  great  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  good  order  and  peace  of 
the  city  have  been  preserved  to  an  extraordinary  degree.  Indeed,  to 
judge  from  the  accounts  given  by  the  press  of  other  cities  of  what  lias 
been  the  state  of  things  in  their  own  communities,  Baltimore,  during  the 
whole  of  the  past  week  and  up  to  this  date,  will  compare  favorably,  as 
to  the  protection  which  persons  and  property  have  enjoyed,  with  any 
other  large  city  in  the  United  States. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

By  order  of  the  board : 

CHARLES  HOWARD,  PreiidmL 
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No.  3. 

Report  of  Hon.  George  William  Brown,  Mayor  of  Baltimore. 

[Baltimore,  May  9  (!),  1861.] 
To  the  honorable  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland: 

In  the  report  recently  made  to  your  honorable  body  by  the  board  of 
police  commissioners  of  the  city  of  Baltimore  it  is  stated  that,  in  the 
great  emergency  which  existed  in  this  city  on  the  19th  ultimo,  it  was 
suggested  that  the  most  feasible,  if  not  the  only  practicable,  mode  of 
stopping  for  a  time  the  approach  of  troops  to  Baltimore  was  to  obstruct 
the  Philadelphia,  Wilmington  and  Baltimore  and  the  Northern  Central 
Kail  roads  by  disabling  some  of  the  bridges  on  both  roads  j  and  it  is 
added  that  "  his  honor  the  mayor  stated  to  the  board  that  his  excel- 
lency the  governor,  with  whom  he  had  a  few  minutes  before  been  in  con- 
sultation, m  the  presence  of  several  citizens,  concurred  in  these  views." 

As  this  concurrence  has  since  been  explicitly  denied  by  his  Excellency 
Governor  Hicks  in  an  official  communication  addressed  to  the  senate  of 
Maryland  on  the  4th  instant,  which  I  have  just  seen,  it  is  due  to  myself 
that  I  should  lay  before  you  the  grounds  on  which  the  statement  was 
made  to  the  board  of  police,  on  which  they,  as  well  as  myself,  acted.  I 
seriously  regret  that  so  grave  a  misunderstanding  exists  between  the 
governor  and  myself  on  so  important  a  subject. 

On  the  evening  of  the  19th  uhimo,  and  after  the  collision  had  taken 
place,  I  mentioned  to  Governor  Hicks  that  I  had  begun  to  fear  it  might 
be  necessary  to  burn  the  railroad  bridges,  but  I  did  not  then,  in  conse- 
quence of  intelligence  which  had  been  received,  think  it  would  be ;  to 
which  he  replied  that  he  had  no  authority  to  give  such  an  order. 

At  about  11  o'clock  p.  m.  of  the  same  day,  the  Hon.  H.  Lenox  Bond, 
George  W.  Dobbin  and  John  C.  Brown,  esqs.,  were  requested  by  Gov- 
ernor Hicks  and  myself  to  go  to  Washington  in  a  special  train,  which 
was  provided  for  the  purpose,  to  explain  in  person  the  condition  of  things 
in  Baltimore,  and  to  bear  the  following  commuuical  ions  from  Governor 
Hicks  and  myself,  which  were  addressed  to  the  President : 

8iR:  This  will  be  presented  to  yon  by  the  Hon.  H.  Lenox  Bond,  George  W.  Dobbin 
and  John  C.  Broi 
my 
p«opl« 

zens  are  universally  decided  in  the  opinion  that  no  more  should  he  ordered  to  come. 

The  authorities  of  the  city  did  their  best  to-day  to  protect  both  Btrangers  and  citi- 
zens, and  to  prevent  any  collision,  but  in  vain ;  and  but  for  their  great  efforts  a  fearful 
slaughter  would  have  occurred. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  is  my  solemn  duty  to  inform  yon  that  it  is  not  possible 
for  more  soldiers  to  pass  through  Baltimore,  unless  they  tight  their  way  at  every  Btep. 

I  therefore  hope  and  trust,  and  most  earnestly  request,  that  no  more  troops  be 
permitted  or  ordered  by  the  Government  to  pass*  through  the  city.    If  they  should 
attempt  it  the  responsibility  for  the  blood  shed  will  not  rest  upon  me. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 


GEO.  WM.  BROWN,  Mayor. 

The  following,  from  Governor  Hicks,  was  appended  to  my  communi- 
cation : 

To  his  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

/  rctnum I  Of  In 6  l  in''  a  SiaKt: 

I  have  been  in  Baltimore  since  Tuesday  evening  last,  and  co-operated  with  Mayor 
G.  W.  Brown  in  his  untiring  efforts  to  allay  and  prevent  the  excitement  aud  suppress 
the  fearful  outbreak  as  indicated  above,  and  I  fully  concur  in  all  that  is  said  by  him 
in  the  above  communication. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  HICKS, 
(ioremor  of  Maryland. 
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At  about  12  o'clock  p.  m.  the  Hon.  E.  Louis  Lowe  and  Marshal  George 
P.  Kane  called  at  my  house,  where  Governor  Hicks  was  passing  the  night, 
and  Marshal  Kane  informed  me  that  a  telegram  had  been  received  that 
other  troops  were  to  come  to  Baltimore  over  the  Northern  Central  Rail- 
road. There  was  also  a  report  that  troops  were  on  their  way  who,  it  was 
thought,  might  even  then  be  at  Perry  ville.  on  their  way  to  Baltimore. 
Mr.  Lowe,  Marshal  Kane,  my  brother,  John  Gumming  Brown,  and  myself 
went  immediately  to  the  chamber  of  Governor  Hicks  and  laid  the  matter 
before  him.  The  point  was  pressed  that  if  troops  were  suddenly  to 
come  to  Baltimore  with  a  determination  to  pass  through,  a  terrible  col- 
lision and  bloodshed  would  take  place,  and  the  consequences  to  Balti- 
more would  be  fearful,  and  that  the  only  way  to  avert  the  calamity  was 
to  destroy  the  bridges.  To  this  the  governor  replied,  "It  seems  to  be 
necessary,"  or  words  to  that  effect. 

He  was  then  asked  by  me  whether  he  gave  his  consent  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  bridges,  and  he  distinctly,  although  apparently  with  great 
reluctance,  replied  in  the  affirmative.  I  do  not  assert  that  I  have  given 
the  precise  language  used  by  Governor  Hicks,  but  I  am  very  clear  that 
I  have  stated  it  with  substantial  correctness,  and  that  his  assent  was 
unequivocal,  and  in  answer  to  a  question  by  me  which  elicited  a  distinct 
affirmative  reply. 

After  this,  but  before  the  interview  was  over,  two  gentlemen  came 
into  the  room,  both  of  them  strangers  to  me,  but  one  was  introduced  as 
the  brother  of  Governor  Hicks,  and  I  am  confident  that  the  assent  of 
the  governor  to  the  burning  of  the  bridges  was  repeated  in  the  pres- 
ence of  those  gentlemen. 

I  went  immediately  from  the  chamber  of  the  governor  to  the  office  of 
the  marshal  of  police,  where  Charles  Howard,  esq.,  the  president  of 
the  board  of  police,  was  waiting,  and  reported  to  him  the  assent  of  the 
governor  to  tbe  destruction  of  the  bridges. 

Mr.  Howard,  or  some  one  else,  made  a  further  inquiry  as  to  what  had 
been  said  by  the  governor,  whereupon  Mr.  Lowe,  Marshal  Kane,  and  my 
brother,  John  C.  Brown,  all  declared  that  they  were  present  at  the 
interview  and  heard  Governor  Hicks  give  his  assent. 

The  order  to  destroy  the  bridges  was  accordingly  given,  and  carried 
out  in  the  manner  already  reported  to  your  honorable  body. 

I  refer  to  the  accompanying  statements  of  Colonel  Kane  and  Mr.  J.  C. 
Brown  in  confirmation  of  the  correctness  of  my  recollection  of  what 
occurred  at  the  interview  with  Governor  Hicks. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  WM.  BROWN,  Mayor. 

Police  Department,  Office  of  the  Marshal, 

Baltimore,  May  9,  1861. 

Near  the  hour  of  12  p.  m.  on  Friday,  the  19th  April,  the  day  on  which 
the  collision  with  tbe  Massachusetts  troops  occurred,  I  received  intelli- 
gence that  the  president  of  the  Pennsylvania  Central  Railroad  Company 
had  sent  a  dispatch  to  a  gentleman  here  that  additional  troops  would 
pass  through  Baltimore  on  their  way  to  the  capital. 

I  immediately  sent  to  the  president  of  the  police  board  the  intelli- 
gence referred  to,  and  called  at  the  residence  of  his  honor  Mayor  Brown, 
to  whom  I  also  communicated  the  information  which  I  had  received. 

The  mayor  immediately  had  an  interview  with  the  governor,  who  was 
then  staying  at  his  (mayor's  house,  and  afterwards  invited  me  to  accom- 
pany him  to  the  chamber  of  his  excellency,  to  whom  I  communicated  the 
information  of  the  purposed  coming  of  the  troops. 
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A  general  conversation  then  ensued,  in  which  it  was  agreed  to  by  all 
present  that  any  attempt  to  pass  troops  through  the  city,  in  the  then 
excited  condition  of  the  public  mind,  would  lead  to  the  most  fearful 
consequences,  and  that  any  such  passage  must  be  prevented  or  delayed. 
The  governor  fully  accorded  in  these  views. 

The  conversation  resulted  in  the  governor's  distinctly  and  unequivo- 
cally consenting,  in  response  to  the  direct  question  put  to  him  by  the 
mayor,  that  the  bridges  on  the  roads  by  which  the  troops  were  expected 
to  come  should  be  destroyed  as  the  only  means  of  averting  the  conse- 
quences referred  to  of  their  coming  at  that  time. 

GEO.  P.  KANE,  Marshal 

Baltimore,  May  9,  18C1. 

About  12  o'clock  on  the  night  of  Friday,  19th  April  last,  I  was  present 
when  a  conversation  took  place  between  Governor  Hicks  and  my  brother, 
the  mayor  of  Baltimore,  in  reference  to  the  best  course  to  be  pursued, 
by  which  a  repetition  of  the  troubles  which  had  occurred  on  that  day  could 
be  prevented.  It  was  represented  to  them  by  Marshal  Kane  that  troops 
from  the  North  were  on  their  way  to  Baltimore,  and  might  by  the  fol- 
lowing morning  reach  the  city. 

The  destruction  of  the  bridges  on  the  Northern  Central  and  the 
Philadelphia,  Wilmington  and  Baltimore  Bailroads  was,  in  the  opinion 
of  my  brother,  the  best  and  most  effective  method  to  obstruct  their 
progress.  In  this  opinion  Governor  Hicks  fully  concurred.  When 
asked  by  my  brother  whether  or  not  he  gave  his  consent  to  the  measure, 
the  governor  expressed  a  desire  for  time  for  reflection.  Being  reminded 
by  those  present  of  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  and  the  necessity  for 
prompt  action,  my  brother  again  earnestly  appealed  to  Governor  Hicks 
and  asked  him  for  his  consent.  Governor  Hicks'  answer  was,  in  sub- 
stance, although  I  may  not  use  his  exact  words,  u  I  see  nothing  else  to 
be  done."  "But,  sir,"  said  my  brother,  "I  cannot  act  without  your 
consent ;  do  you  give  itf  The  governor's  reply  was  distinctly  given  in 
the  affirmative. 

J.  CUMMING  BEOWN. 
Frederick,  Md.,  May  10  [1],  1861. 

Hon.  John  C.  Brown: 

Dear  Sir:  As  reference  has  been  made  by  his  honor  the  mayor  of 
Baltimore  City  to  my  knowledge  of  the  facts  connected  with  the  inter- 
view between  him  and  the  governor  of  Maryland  on  the  night  of  the 
19th  ultimo,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  furnish  the  desired  statement. 

I  was  present  between  11  and  12  o'clock  p.  m.  on  Friday,  the  19th  of 
April,  at  the  residence  of  a  prominent  citizen  of  Baltimore  when  Mar- 
shal Kane,  who  was  one  of  the  company,  received  information  by  one  of 
his  officers  that  a  telegram  had  been  sent  by  the  president  of  the  rail- 
road company  at  Philadelphia,  announcing  the  approach  of  troops  to 
Baltimore.  It  was  the  spontaneous  opinion  of  all  present  that,  in  the 
terribly  excited  condition  of  the  public  mind,  an  attempt  to  pass  troops 
through  the  city  would  inevitably  lead  to  a  bloody  collision,  and  per- 
haps  to  other  very  serious  consequences.  It  was  therefore  proposed 
to  repair  at  once  to  the  office  of  the  marshal  of  police,  and  to  send 
immediately  for  the  mayor  and  governor. 

It  was  supposed  at  the  time  that  Governor  Hicks  was  stopping  at  the 
Fountain  Hotel.  Marshal  Kane  asked  me  to  accompany  him  to  Mayor 
Brown's  house,  and  the  other  gentlemen  proceeded  to  the  marshal's 
office.   Marshal  Kane  and  I  accordingly  went  to  the  mayor's  residence, 
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and  were  admitted  by  his  brother,  who  said  that  the  mayor  had  retired. 
In  a  few  moments  the  mayor  came  down  to  the  parlor,  when  Marshal 
Kane  stated  to  him  the  substance  of  the  information  'received,  and  re- 
minded him  of  the  excited  condition  of  the  city,  which  rendered  it  im- 
peratively necessary  to  adopt  some  prompt  and  efficient  measures  to 
delay  the  advent  of  the  troops,  so  as  to  give  time  for  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment to  be  correctly  apprised  of  the  state  of  affairs,  and  to  arrest  the 
threatened  danger.  For  that  purpose  the  partial  destruction  of  the 
bridges  was  suggested.  Mayor  Brown  immediately  assented  to  the 
suggestion  as  one  of  absolute  necessity,  but  said  that  as  mayor  of  the 
city  his  jurisdiction  terminated  with  its  corporate  limits,  and  that  con- 
sequently he  could  not  assume  to  exercise  powers  beyond  those  limits. 
The  mayor  added,  "  The  governor,  however,  is  here,  and  I  will  go  up  and 
see  him."  In  a  few  moments  he  returned  and  said  that  Governor  I  licks 
was  not  well  and  would  therefore  receive  us  in  his  room.  Immediately 
upon  entering  the  room  Mayor  Brown  and  Marshal  Kane  gave  to  Gov- 
ernor Hicks  a  full  statement  of  the  matter  and  solicited  his  authority  to 
destroy  the  bridges.  Governor  Hicks  replied  that  it  was  a  serious  affair 
to  undertake  to  destroy  the  bridges,  and  he  expressed  some  doubt  as  to 
his  authority  to  give  such  an  order.  It  was  urged  in  reply  that  it  was 
a  case  of  absolute  self-preservation;  that  in  three  or  four  hours'  time  a 
large  body  of  troops  would  probably  be  in  the  city  inflamed  with  pas- 
sionate resentment  against  the  i>eople  of  Baltimore  for  the  assault  made 
on  their  comrades  in  the  Pratt- street  encounter,  and  that  as  the  city 
was  filled  with  hundreds  of  excited  men,  armed  to  the  teeth,  and  deter- 
mined to  resist  the  passage  of  troops,  a  fearf  ul  slaughter  must  necessarily 
ensue,  and  the  safety  of  the  city  itself  be  put  in  peril,  unless  by  the  de- 
struction of  the  bridges  time  could  be  gained  to  avoid  the  difficulty  by 
peaceable  arrangement  of  some  sort.  Governor  Hicks  fully  and  most 
distinctly  assented  to  all  this,  and  said,  "  Well,  I  suppose  it  must  be 
done,"  or  words  of  precisely  that  import,  to  which  the  mayor  replied, 
substantially,  "  Governor,  I  have  no  authority  to  act  beyond  the  city 
limits,  and  can  do  nothing  in  this  matter  except  by  your  direction  ;  shall 
the  bridges  be  destroyed  T  "  Governer  Hicks  emphatically  and  distinctly 
replied  in  the  affirmative.  It  is  absolutely  impossible  for  any  mis- 
apprehension to  exist  on  this  point. 

The  mayor,  Marshal  Kane,  and  I  then  proceeded  to  the  marshal's  office, 
where  we  found  several  highly  respectable  citizens  gathered,  to  whom 
the  mayor  and  marshal  gave  a  statement  of  their  interview  with  the 
governor.  The  mayor  then  issued  written  orders  for  the  destruction  of 
the  bridges.  The  next  morning  I  learned  by  the  newspaper  extras  that 
the  orders  had  been  carried  into  effect. 
Respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

E.  LOUIS  LOWE. 


Ko.  4. 

Extracts  from  the  message  of  the  Mayor  of  Baltimore. 

[Baltimore,  Jidy  11,  1861.] 

To  the  honorable  tlie  Members  of  the  First  and  Second  Branches  of  the  City 

Council: 

Gentlemen: 

•  •••••• 

On  the  19th  of  April  last  an  attack  was  made  by  a  mob  in  the  streets 
of  Baltimore  on  several  companies  of  a  regiment  of  Massachusetts  troops, 
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who  were  ou  their  way  to  the  city  of  Washington  in  pnrsnance  of  a  call 
for  75,000  men  made  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  day  previous  troops  had  been  safely  passed  through  the  city 
under  the  escort  of  the  police.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  (18th) 
the  regiments  from  Massachusetts  were  exi>ected,  and  provision  was 
made  by  the  police  for  their  reception ;  but  they  did  not  arrive,  and  the 
board  of  police  could  not  ascertain  when  they  would  come,  although 
two  of  the  members  of  the  board  went  in  person  to  the  station  of  the 
Philadelphia  Railroad  Company  to  obtain  the  necessary  information. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th,  about  10  o,clock?  I  was  at  my  law  office 
engaged  in  the  performance  of  professional  business,  when  three  mem- 
bers of  the  city  council  came  to  me  with  a  message  from  Marshal  Kane, 
to  the  effect  that  he  had  just  learned  that  the  troops  were  about  to 
arrive,  and  that  he  apprehended  some  disturbance.  I  immediately 
hastened  to  the  board  of  police  and  gave  notice.  George  M.  Gill,  esq., 
counselor  of  the  city,  and  myself  got  into  a  carriage,  and  drove  rapidly 
to  the  Camden  station,  and  the  police  commissioners  followed  without 
delay.  On  reaching  Camden  station  we  found  Marshal  Kane  in  attend- 
ance, and  the  police  coming  in  squads  to  the  spot.  The  plan  of  the 
agents  of  the  railroad  companies  was  that  the  troops  which  were  to 
arrive  in  the  cars  at  the  President-street  station  should  in  the  same 
way  be  conveyed  through  the  city,  and  be  transferred  to  the  cars  for 
Washington  at  the  Camdcn-street  station.  Accordingly,  the  police  were 
requested  by  the  agent  of  the  road  to  be  in  attendance  at  the  latter 
station.  After  considerable  delay  the  troops  began  to  arrive,  and  were 
transferred,  under  the  direction  of  the  police,  to  the  Washington  care 
as  rapidly  as  possible.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  excitement,  and  a 
large  and  angry  crowd  assembled,  but  the  transfer  was  safely  effected. 
No  one  could  tell  whether  more  troops  were  expected  or  not  At  this 
time  an  alarm  was  given  that  a  mob  was  about  to  tear  up  the  rails  in 
advance  of  the  train  on  the  Washington  road,  and  Marshal  Kane  ordered 
soine  of  his  men  to  go  out  on  the  road  as  far  as  the  Kelay  House,  if  ne- 
cessary, to  protect  the  track. 

Soon  afterwards,  and  when  I  was  about  to  leave  the  station,  suppos- 
ing all  danger  to  be  over,  news  was  brought  to  Commissioner  Davis  and 
myself,  who  were  standing  together,  that  other  troops  were  left  at  the 
President-street  station,  and  that  the  mob  was  tearing  up  the  track  on 
Pratt  street.  Mr.  Davis  immediately  ran  to  summon  a  body  of  police 
to  be  sent  to  Pratt  street,  while  I  hastened  alone  down  Pratt  street 
towards  President-street  station.  On  arriving  at  the  head  of  Smith's 
wharf  I  found  that  anchors  had  been  piled  on  the  track  so  as  to  obstruct 
it,  aud  Sergeant  McCoraas  and  a  few  policemen  who  were  with  him  were 
not  allowed  by  the  mob  to  remove  the  obstruction.  I  at  once  ordered 
the  auchors  to  be  removed,  and  ray  authority  was  not  resisted. 

On  approaching  Pratt-stroet  bridge  I  saw  several  companies  of  Mas- 
sachusetts troops,  who  had  left  the  cars,  moving  in  column  rapidly 
towards  me.  An  attack  on  them  had  begun,  and  the  noise  and  excite- 
ment were  great.  I  ran  at  once  to  the  head  of  the  column,  some  per- 
sons in  the  crowd  shouting,  as  I  approached,  "  Ilere  comes  the  mayor." 
1  shook  hands  with  the  officer  in  command,  saying,  as  I  did  so,  "  I  am 
the  mayor  of  Baltimore."  I  then  placed  myself  by  his  side  and  marched 
with  him  as  far  as  the  head  of  Light-street  wharf,  doing  what  I  could 
by  my  presence  and  personal  efforts  to  allay  the  tumult.  The  mob  grew 
bolder  and  the  attack  became  more  violent.  Various  persons  were  killed 
and  wounded  on  both  sides.  The  troops  had  some  time  previously  beguu 
to  fire  in  self  defense,  and  the  tiring,  as  the  attack  increased  in  violence 
became  more  general. 
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At  last,  when  I  found  that  my  presence  was  of  no  nse,  either  in  pre- 
venting the  contest  or  saving  life,  I  left  the  head  of  the  column,  but 
immediately  after  I  did  so  Marshal  Kane,  with  about  fifty  policemen, 
from  the  direction  of  the  Camden  station,  rushed  to  the  rear  of  the 
troops,  forming  a  line  across  the  street  and  with  drawn  revolvers  check- 
ing and  keeping  off  the  mob.  The  movement,  which  I  saw  myself,  was 
perfectly  successful  and  gal'antly  performed.  I  submit  herewith  Mar- 
shal Kane's  acconnt  of  the  affair,  published  on  the  4th  of  May  last,*  which 
substantially  agrees  with  my  own. 

It  is  doiug  bare  justice  to  say  that  the  board  of  police,  the  marshal  of 
police,  aud  the  men  under  his  command,  exerted  themselves  bravely, 
efficiently,  skillfully,  and  in  good  faith  to  preserve  the  peace  and  protect 
life.  If  proper  notice  had  been  given  of  the  arrival  of  the  troops  and  of 
the  number  expected,  the  outbreak  might  have  been  prevented  entirely; 
and  but  for  the  timely  arrival  of  Marshal  Kane  with  his  force,  as  I  have 
described,  the  bloodshed  would  have  been  great.  The  wounded  among 
the  troops  received  the  care  and  medical  attention  at  the  expense  of  the 
city,  and  the  bodies  of  the  killed  were  carefully  and  respectfully  returned 
to  their  friends. 

The  facts  which  I  witnessed  myself,  and  all  that  I  have  since  heard, 
satisfy  me  that  the  attack  was  the  result  of  a  sudden  impulse,  and  not 
of  a  premeditated  scheme.  But  the  effect  on  our  citizens  was  for  a  time 
uncontrollable.  In  the  intense  excitement  which  ensued,  which  lasted 
for  many  days,  aud  which  was  shared  by  men  of  all  parties,  and  by  our 
volunteer  soldiers  as  well  as  citizens,  it  would  have  been  impossible  to 
convey  more  troops  from  the  North  through  the  city  without  a  severe 
fight  and  bloodshed.  Such  an  occurrence  would  have  been  fatal  to  the 
city,  and  accordingly  to  prevent  it  the  bridges  on  the  Northern  Central 
Railroad  and  on  the  Philadelphia,  Wilmingtou  and  Baltimore  Rail- 
road were,  with  the  conseut  of  the  governor  and  by  my  order,  with  the 
co-operation  of  the  board  of  police  (except  Mr.  Charles  D.  II inks,  who 
was  absent  from  the  city),  partially  disabled  aud  burned,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent the  immediate  approach  of  troops  to  the  city,  but  with  no  purpose 
of  hostility  to  the  Federal  Government.  This  act,  with  the  motive 
which  prompted  it,  has  been  reported  by  the  board  of  police  to  the 
legislature  of  the  State  and  approved  by  that  body,  and  was  also  imme- 
diately commuuicated  by  me  in  person  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  his  Cabinet.  I  inclose  a  copy  of  the  report  made  by  the 
board  of  police  to  the  legislature  on  the  3d  of  May  last,  t 

On  the  evening  of  the  19th  of  April,  a  portion  of  the  military  of  the 
city  were  called  out.  On  the  20th  of  April,  your  honorable  body,  by  a 
unanimous  vote,  placed  at  my  disposal  the  sum  of  $.>00,000  for  the  de- 
fense of  the  city,  and  the  banks,  with  great  patriotism  and  unanimity, 
voluntarily  offered  to  advance  tue  money  through  a  committee  of  their 
presidents,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Columbus  O'Donnell,  Johns  Hopkins, 
and  John  Clark,  who  notified  me,  in  i>erson,  of  the  fact,  on  the  morning 
of  the  20th  of  April,  at  the  mayor's  office.  A  number  of  citizens  in  all 
the  wards  volunteered  for  the  purpose  of  defense,  aud  were  enrolled 
under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  police ;  and  for  their  use  arms  were 
partially  provided.  The  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  forces  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President,  in  view  of  the  condition 
of  affairs  then  existing  in  the  city,  on  the  earnest  application  of  the 
governor  of  the  State,  of  prominent  citizens,  and  myself,  ordered  that 
hereafter  the  troops  should  not  be  brought  through  Baltimore,  and 

•  Not  found,  but  sec  Kane's  statement  of  May  9,  p.  13. 
tKo.  2,  pp.  U-ll. 
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they  were  accordingly  transported  to  Washington  by  way  of  Annapolis. 
But  great  danger  existed  to  Baltimore  from  large  bodies  of  unauthor- 
ized men  at  the  North,  who  threatened  to  cut  their  way  through  the 
city,  and  visit  upon  it  terrible  vengeance  lor  the  acts  of  the  l dth  of 
April. 

As  soon  as  this  danger  had  passed  away,  and  the  excitement  among 
our  own  citizeus  had  sufficiently  subsided,  the  military  were  dismissed, 
and  the  citizens  who  enrolled  were  disbanded  by  order  of  the  board  of 
police.  The  peace  of  the  city  had  been  preserved,  and  its  safety  and 
the  persons  and  proi>erty  of  men,  aud  men  of  all  parties,  protected  under 
the  circumstances  of  great  peril  aud  the  most  intense  excitement,  and 
it  was  hoped  that  affairs  would  be  allowed  to  return  as  nearly  as  pos- 
sible to  their  previous  condition.  To  this  end  my  efforts  and  those  of 
the  board  were  devoted.  Large  bodies  of  troops  from  the  North  have 
ever  since  passed  through  the  city  without  molestation,  and  every 
proper  precaution  to  accomplish  that  object  was  taken  by  the  board  of 
police,  and  earned  out  by  the  force. 

But  civil  war  had  beguu  on  the  immediate  border  of  our  State.  A 
great  division  of  opinion  in  regard  to  it  existed  among  the  people,  and 
the  events  which  had  occurred  in  the  city,  and  their  consequences, 
seem  to  have  made  an  indelible  impressiou  on  the  minds  of  the  au- 
thorities at  Washington  that  the  police  force  of  the  city  of  Baltimore 
was  prepared  to  engage  in  hostility  against  the  General  Government 
whenever  an  opi>ortuuity  should  occur. 

The  result  has  been  very  unfortunate.  On  the  ground  of  military 
necessity,  of  the  existence  of  which  aud  of  the  measures  required  of  it 
the  Federal  officers  claim  to  be  the  sole  judges,  our  city  has  been  occu- 

Sied  by  large  bodies  of  troops  in  its  central  points ;  picket  guards  have 
eeu  stationed  along  many  of  our  streets ;  the  arms  provided  by  the  city 
for  its  defen.se  and  those  left  by  private  individuals  with  the  authorities 
for  safe-keeping,  the  station-houses  and  other  property  of  the  city  have 
been  seized ;  operators  in  the  police  and  fire-alarm  telegraph  office  have 
been  displaced  aud  others  substituted  in  their  stead;  the  marshal  of 
police  and  the  board  of  police,  with  the  exception  of  myself,  have  been 
arrested  and  are  now  imprisoned  in  Fort  McHenry,  one  only,  who  is  in 
bad  health,  has  been  released  on  his  parole ;  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
has  been  suspended ;  the  police  force,  established  under  a  law  of  the 
State,  has  been  set  aside  by  sui)ersediug  the  only  power  which  could 
lawfully  control  it :  a  new  police,  without  authority  of  law,  has  been 
established  under  the  control  of  a  marshal  appointed  by  the  command- 
ing general,  aud  all  power  to  hold  elections  iu  the  city  has  been  for  the 
present  set  aside  by  suspending  the  functions  of  the  board  under  which 
alone  elections  can  lawfully  be  held. 

The  grounds  taken  by  Major-General  Banks  as  a  justification  for  these 
proceedings,  and  the  position  assumed  by  the  board  of  police,  respect- 
ively, will  be  found  in  the  proclamations  of  the  general  and  the  protest 
of  the  board,  which  I  inclose.* 

The  hidden  deposits  of  arms  and  ammunition  referred  to  in  the  proc- 
lamation of  June  27  are,  I  suppose,  those  found  in  the  city  hall,  iu  ref- 
erence to  which  a  few  words  of  explanation  may  be  made.  The  arms 
consisted  in  part  of  muskets  which  belonged  to  the  old  police,  estab- 
lished under  the  administration  of  Mr.  Swauu;  of  revolvers  procured 
for  the  police,  aud  of  some  rifles,  carbines,  &c.  lately  procured  iu  part 
for  the  use  of  the  police  and  in  part  for  the  defense  of  the  city.  The 
board  of  iwlice  considered  it  proper  that  there  should  be  a  sufficient 

•  See  "Arrest  of  the  Baltimore  Police  Commissioners,"  July  1,  pp.  141, 143. 
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nnmber  of  efficient  weapons  to  arm  the  entire  police  force  in  ca.se  of  an 
emergency.  There  were  not  enough  in  the  city  hall  for  that  purpose. 
An  allegation  has  been  made  that  some  of  the  arms  and  ammunition 
belonged  to  the  Massachusetts  troops;  but  I  am  informed  that  this  is 
not  the  case,  except  as  to  two  muskets  which  were  taken  by  the  police 
from  the  hands  of  the  mob.  The  ammunition  at  the  hall,  which  was 
purchased  for  the  defense  of  the  city,  was  more  than  was  entirely  safe. 
Of  this  I  was  well  aware,  and  should  have  ordered  it  to  be  removed  if 


attempt  at  removal  at  this  time  would  only  lead  to  a  seizure  on  the  part 
of  the  officers  of  the  General  Government  and  to  unfounded  rumors  and 
suspicions;  for  all  the  rest  of  the  arms  and  ammunition  belonging  to  the 
city,  and  all  the  arms  left  with  the  city  authorities  for  safekeepiug, 
which  were  placed  in  depositories  procured  expressly  for  the  purpose 
and  in  no  way  concealed,  had  been  previously  seized  by  the  authorities 
of  the  United  States  under  circumstances  very  mortifying  to  the  pride 
of  the  people.  That  some  of  the  arms  and  ammunition  were  concealed 
about  the  building  is  sufficiently  explained  by  the  fact  that  the  officers 
in  charge  desired  to  secure  them  from  seizure,  but  such  concealment  was 
made  without  my  knowledge. 

The  proclamation  charges  the  existence  of  unlawful  combinations  of 
men  organized  for  the  resistance  to  the  laws,  for  accumulating  hidden 
deposits  of  arms,  and  encouraging  contraband  trade. 

Although  I  am  only  ex  officio  member  of  the  board,  and  by  reason  of 
other  engagements  not  able  to  be  present  at  all  their  meetings,  yet, 
from  the  free  and  full  interchange  of  views  among  us,  and  the  custom 
of  the  members  to  consult  me  on  all  important  questions,  and  my  knowl- 
edge of  all  their  proceedings,  I  feel  that  I  have  a  right  to  say,  of  my 
own  personal  knowledge,  that  the  board  had  no  notice  or  information 
of  any  such  combination,  if  any  such  existed,  which  I  have  no  reason 
to  suspect. 

Indeed,  my  experience  of  the  fidelity  of  the  board  to  its  legal  obliga- 
tions during  my  whole  official  connection  with  it,  and  the  common  uuder- 
standing  between  myself  and  my  colleagues  as  to  our  course  of  duty 
since  the  present  troubles  began,  justify  me  in  saying  that  if  any  organ- 
ization in  this  city  for  resistance  to  the  laws  could  have  been  discovered 
by  proper  vigilance  they  would  have  been  found  out  and  suppressed  to 
the  extent  of  the  powers  conferred  on  the  board  by  law. 

After  the  board  of  police  had  been  superseded,  and  its  members 
arrested  by  the  order  of  General  Banks,  I  proposed,  in  order  to  relieve 
the  serious  complications  which  had  ariseu,  to  proceed,  as  the  only 
member  left  free  to  ajct,  to  exercise  the  power  of  the  board  as  far  as  an 
individual  member  could  do  so.  Marshal  Kane,  while  he  objected  to 
the  propriety  of  this  course,  was  prepared  to  place  his  resignation  in 
my  hands  whenever  I  should  request  it ;  and  the  majority  of  the  board 
interposed  no  objection  to  my  pursuing  such  course  as  I  might  deem  it 
right  and  proj/er  to  adopt  in  view  of  the  existing  circumstances,  aud 
upon  my  own  responsibility,  until  the  board  should  be  enabled  to  resume 
the  exercise  of  its  functions. 

If  this  arrangement  could  have  been  effected  it  would  have  continued 
in  the  exercise  of  their  duties  the  police  force,  which  is  lawfully  en- 
rolled, and  which  has  won  the  confidence  and  applause  of  all  good 
citizens  by  its  fidelity  and  impartiality  at  all  times  and  under  all  cir- 
cumstances. But  the  arrangement  was  not  satisfactory  to  the  Federal 
authorities. 

As  the  men  of  the  police  force,  through  no  fault  of  theirs,  are  now 
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prevented  from  discharging  their  duty,  their  pay  constitutes  a  legal 
claim  on  the  city,  from  which,  in  my  opinion,  it  cannoj;  be  relieved. 

The  new  force  which  has  been  enrolled  is  in  direct  violation  of  the 
law  of  the  State ;  and  no  money  can  be  appropriated  by  the  city  for  its 
support  without  incurring  the  heavy  penalties  provided  by  the  act  of 
assembly.  Officers  in  the  fire-alarm  and  police  telegraph  department, 
who  are  appointed  by  the  mayor  and  city  council  and  not  by  the  board 
of  police,  have  been  discharged,  and  others  have  been  substituted  in 
their  place. 

I  mention  these  facts  with  profound  sorrow,  and  with  no  purpose 
whatever  of  increasing  the  difficulties  unfortunately  existing  in  this 
city,  but  because  it  is  your  right  to  be  acquainted  with  the  true  con- 
dition of  affairs,  and  because  I  cannot  help  entertaining  the  hope  that 
redress  will  yet  be  afforded  by  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  npon 
a  proper  representation  made  by  you.  I  am  entirely  satisfied  that  the 
suspicion  entertained  of  any  meditated  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  city 
authorities  against  the  General  Government  is  wholly  nnfouuded,  and, 
with  the  best  means  of  knowledge,  express  the  confident  belief  ami 
conviction  that  there  is  no  organization  of  any  kind  among  the  people 
for  such  a  purpose.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  officers  of  the  United 
States  have  acted  on  information,  which  they  deemed  reliable,  obtained 
from  our  own  citizeus,  some  of  whom  may  be  deluded  by  their  fears, 
while  others  are  actuated  by  baser  motives ;  but  suspicions  thus  derived 
can,  in  my  judgment,  form  no  sufficient  justification  for  what  I  deem  to 
be  grave  and  alarming  violations  of  the  rights  of  individual  citizeus, 
of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  of  the  State  of  Maryland. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  WM.  BROWN,  Mayor. 


No.  5. 

Statement  of  George  M.  Gill. 

Baltimore,  July  12, 1861. 

Hon.  Geo.  Wm.  Brown,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Baltimore: 

In  your  communication  to  the  city  council  of  yesterday,  which  I  did 
not  see  until  after  it  was  communicated  to  the  council,  you  refer  to  the 
fact  that  I  accompanied  you  on  Friday,  April  19,  to  the  Camden  sta- 
tion. There  were  some  additional  circumstances  which  I  deem  it  proper 
to  state.  You  desired  me  to  accompany  you,  hoping  that  I  might  aid 
in  preventing  any  violence  on  that  day,  or  interruption  to  the  troops 
then  about  to  pass  through,  in  case  any  should  be  attempted.  Your  im- 
pression was  that  no  such  attempt  would  be  made,  but  nevertheless  you 
thought  every  precaution  should  be  taken,  in  case  of  any  such  attempt, 
to  resist  it.    For  the  sole  puq>ose  of  doing  this  I  accompanied  you. 

After  we  reached  the  Camden  station  there  were  manifestations  of 
excitement  among  the  crowd  there  assembled,  and  the  police  commis- 
sioners (excepting  Mr.  Hinks,  then  absent  from  the  city)  gave  directions 
to  Marshal  Kane,  in  my  presence,  to  use  his  whole  force  in  keeping 
order  and  protecting  the  troops  from  being  interrupted.  The  reply  of 
Marshal  Kane  then  made  was,  that  if  he  and  his  whole  force  lost  their 
lives  the  troops  should  be  protected. 

After  the  first  of  the  troops  reached  Camden  station  a  rush  of  people 
was  made  at  the  cars  in  which  they  then  were,  but  the  police  interfered 
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and  drove  them  off.  A  cry  was  then  raised  to  tear  up  the  track  outside 
of  the  Camden  station,  and  a  rush  was  made  to  accomplish  this  purpose ; 
but.  the  police  again  interfered,  and  prevented  this  from  being  done. 

I  supposed  for  some  time  that  all  the  troops  would  pass  in  safety,  and 
such  was  my  anxious  wish,  and  to  the  extent  of  my  ability  I  united  in 
tbe  effort  to  produce  this  result. 

While  I  was  at  Camden  station  the  events  on  Pratt  street  took  place, 
none  of  which  did  I  see,  and  therefore  cannot  speak  of  them  further 
than  I  saw  at  a  distance,  and  heard  the  firing  of  the  troops  as  they 
passed  up  Pratt  street. 

My  impression  on  that  day  was  and  still  is  that  the  events  arose 
from  a  sudden  impulse  which  seized  upon  some  of  our  people,  and  that 
after  the  tiring  commenced  and  blood  was  shed  many  persons  took  part 
under  an  impression  that  the  troops  were  killing  our  people,  and  with- 
out knowing  the  circumstances  of  provocation  which  induced  the  troops 
to  tire.  Matters  reached  their  height  after  Mr.  Davis  was  killed,  and  the 
intense  excitement  resulting  from  this  and  other  causes  produced  a  state 
of  feeling  which  for  a  time  was  beyond  control  on  the  part  of  the  city 
authorities.  . 

On  Sunday,  the  21st  of  April,  whilst  you  were  in  Washington,  where 
you  had  been  summoned  by  the  President,  a  regiment  arrived  from 
Pennsylvania,  but  were  fortunately  stopped  at  Cockeysville,  about  14 
miles  off,  by  the  disabled  bridge  at  that  point.  Any  rational  man  who 
witnessed  the  condition  of  thiugs  in  Baltimore  on  that  day  can  judge  of 
the  sad  consequences  which  would  have  followed  if  the  regiment  had 
eutered  the  city. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

GEO.  M.  GILL. 


APRIL  20,  1831.— Expedition  to  the  Norfolk  navy-yard,  Va.,  and  attempt 

to  blow  up  the  dry-dock. 

Report  ofCapt.  H.  (?.  Wright,  U.  8.  Engineer  Corps. 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  20,  1861. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  the  instruc- 
tions [following]  received  from  the  headquarters  of  the  Army  on  the 
I9th  instant,  1  proceeded  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  on  the  United 
States  steamer  Pawnee,  to  Fort  Monroe,  where  we  arrived  the  next  day 
at  about  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  communicated  with  commanding  officer, 
Colonel  Dimick.  The  object  of  the  expedition  fras  to  secure  to  the 
United  States,  if  possible,  the  navy -yard  and  property  at  Norfolk,  with 
the  ships  of  war  then  in  that  harbor ;  and,  in  furtherance  of  that  object, 
my  instructions  authorized  me  to  call  upon  the  commanding  officer  at 
Fort  Monroe  for  such  force,  to  the  extent  of  one  regiment,  as  he  could 
spare  from  the  garrison  without  jeopardizing  the  safety  of  the  fort.  He 
accordingly  assigned  to  the  expedition  one  of  the  two  regiments  which 
had  that  morning  arrived.  This  regiment,  about  370  strong,  under  Col- 
onel Wardrop,  was  promptly  marched  on  board,  and  late  in  the  after- 
noon the  steamer  proceeded  to  Norfolk,  where  she  arrived  some  time 
after  dark  the  same  evening,  the  20th  instant. 

t.n  reaching  the  yard  it  was  found  that  all  the  ships  afloat  except  the 
Cumberland  had  been  scuttled,  by  order  of  Commodore  McCauley,  the 
commandant  of  the  yard,  to  prevent  their  seizure  by  the  Virginia  forces, 
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and  Unit  they  were  fast  sinking.  One  of  the  objects  of  the  expedition — 
that  of  removing  those  vessels  and  taking  them  to  sea — was  therefore 
frustrated. 

On  reporting  to  the  commodore  of  the  yard,  I  found  him  disposed  to 
defend  the  yard  and  property  to  the  last,  and  the  troops  were  accord- 
ingly landed  and  some  dispositions  for  defense  taken.  It  was  soon  de- 
termined, however,  by  Commodore  Paulding,  who  had  come  on  the  Paw- 
nee from  Washington,  to  finish  the  destruction  of  the  scuttled  ships,  to 
burn  and  otherwise  destroy,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  property  iu  the 
yard,  and  withdraw  with  the  frigate  Cumberland,  in  tow  of  the  Pawnee 
and  a  steam -tug  which  was  lying  at  the  yard. 

To  Commander  John  liodgers,  of  the  Navy,  and  myself  was  assigned 
the  duty  of  blowing  up  the  dry -dock,  assisted  by  forty  men  of  the  vol- 
unteers and  a  few  men  from  the  crew  of  the  Pawnee.  The  dock,  which 
is  a  massive  structure  of  granite  masonry,  has  a  pumping  gallery  run- 
ning along  the  back  of  one  of  the  side  walls,  entering  from  the  level  of 
the  bottom  near  the  entrance  gate,  and  terminating,  as  is  understood, 
in  the  pumping-house,  near  the  farther  end  of  the  dock.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  want  of  time  for  preparation  and  the  darkness  of  night 
this  gallery  offered  the  onlv  means  for  the  establishment  of  a  mine.  Had 
the  dock  been  full  of  water  this  advantage  could  not  have  been  availed 
of,  but  we  found  in  it  a  depth  of  only  about  two  feet.  We  accordingly 
proceeded  to  construct  in  this  gallery  a  platform  of  such  materials  as 
could  be  collected  to  a  height  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  on 
this  we  placed  the  powder  (2,000  pounds)  which  we  had  brought  from 
the  ship,  established  a  train  from  the  gallery  to  the  outside,  and  con- 
nected with  it  four  separate  slow  matches. 

Everything  being  arranged,  all  the  men  were  sent  to  the  ship,  except 
one  of  the  crew  of  the  Pawnee,  who  was  retained  to  watch  for  the  signal 
from  the  commodore  for  lighting  the  matches  and  returning  to  the  ship. 
On  the  signal,  the  matches  were  lighted  by  Captain  liodgers  and  myself, 
and  we  made  the  best  of  our  way  towards  the  landing,  but  before  we 
could  reach  it  the  flames  of  the  burning  buildings  had  become  so  intense, 
that  the  boats  had  undoubtedly  been  driven  off,  and,  indeed,  we  could 
not  approach  it.  After  some  delay  we  succeeded  in  getting  out  of  the 
yard  through  the  burning  gateway,  and  seized  a  boat,  in  the  hope  of 
making  our  escape  by  the  river.  We  had  proceeded  but  a  short  dis- 
tance, however,  when  several  shots  were  tired  at  us  from  the  Portsmouth 
side,  and  as  the  armed  force  was  rapidly  accumulating  against  us  at  a 
point  below,  where  the  river  was  narrow,  and  where  we  should  have  had 
to  pass  within  effective  musket  range,  we  concluded  to  land  on  the  Nor- 
folk side  and  deliver  ourselves  up  to  the  commanding  general  of  the 
Virginia  forces.  He  received  us  very  kindly  and  courteously,  and  on 
giving  him  our  parole  he  provided  us  with  comfortable  quarters  at  the 
Atlantic  Hotel.  This  was  on  Sunday  morning,  about  C  o'clock.  On 
Monday,  at  noon,  he  sent  us  with  an  officer  to  Richmond,  where  we  were 
most  kindly  treated  by  the  governor  and  his  family,  and  by  the  gentle- 
men there  present  from  the  various  parts  of  Virginia.  We  remained  as 
guests  of  the  governor,  on  parole,  till  Wednesday,  the  24th,  when  we 
were  released,  and  on  Thursday  morning  we  left  for  Washington. 

To  Governor  Letcher  our  especial  thanks  are  due  for  the  uniform  kind- 
ness and  consideration  with  which  he  treated  us.  Probably  to  protect 
us  from  any  annoyance  from  the  populace  of  Richmond  he  accompanied 
us  to  the  cars  at  0  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  to  further  shield  us  (torn 
possible  annoyance  along  the  road  he  detailed  two  officers  of  the  Vir- 

Sinia  forces  to  conduct  us  safe  to  Washington,  where  we  arrived  yester- 
ay,  between  4  and  5  o'clock  p.  m. 
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From  what  wo  could  learn  in  Norfolk,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  attempt 
to  destroy  the  dock  did  not  succeed.  We  were  told  that  the  mine  did 
explode  and  that  it  did  not  Three  separate  explosions  took  place  after 
we  got  clear  of  the  yard,  one  of  which  I  presumed  at  the  time  to  have 
been  the  dock  mine,  yet  after  considering  all  the  contradictory  rumors 
it  seems  probable  that  the  structure  is  uninjured. 

In  addition  to  this  report,  I  desire  to  submit  a  rather  more  extended 
narrative,  whioh  may  possess  some  interest  hereafter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Captain  of  Engineers. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  April  19, 1861. 

Oapt  H.  G.  WRight,  Corps  of  Engineers,  Washington; 

Sir  :  You  are  selected  as  an  engineer  officer  of  high  science  and  judg- 
ment, to  repair  promptly  to  the  United  States  navy-yard  at  Gosport, 
Va.,  and  to  tender  your  professional  services  to  the  commodore  there 
in  command  in  designing  and  executing  a  plan  of  defense  for  the  same. 

You  will  find  the  commodore  instructed  by  his  Department  to  expect 
you  in  your  professional  capacity. 

I  think  it  best  that  you  should  first  rail  at  Fort  Monroe  and  consult 
Colonel  Dimick  on  senaing  a  portion  of  its  garrison  to  assist  in  the  de- 
fense of  the  navy -yard. 

If  two  volunteer  regiments  shall  have  joined  him,  he  may  spare  one 
of  them  for  that  purpose  perhaps,  but  this  must  depend  on  the  threat- 
ening circumstances  about  him ;  and  if  but  one  volunteer  regiment  has 
joined,  the  colonel  may,  after  consulting  you,  deem  it  safe  to  detach  two 
or  three  companies  of  regulars  for  duty  at  the  navy-yard.  Show  him 
this  letter,  and  give  him  a  copy  of  it  for  his  warrant. 

Both  of  you  will  bear  in  mind  that,  although  the  navy-yard  and  its 
contents  are  deemed  to  be  of  very  great  importance,  Fort  Monroe  is  still 
more  so  to  the  Union. 

You  will  lose  no  opportunity  of  rei>ortiug  to  the  Adjutant-General 
your  progress  in  carrying  out  these  instructions. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


MAY  5,  1861.— Evacuation  of  Alexandria,  Va,  by  the  Confederate  forces. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  Pi  8t.  George  Cocke,  C.  S.  A.,  with  correspondence. 
No.  2.— Lieut.  Col.  A.  8.  Taylor,  Va.  Vols.,  transmitted  by  General  Cocke. 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Qen.  P.  St.  George  Cooke,  C.  S.  A.,  with  correspondence. 

Headquarters  Potomac  Department, 
Culpeper  Court  House,  May  G,  1861—10  p.  m. 

For  the  information  of  the  commanding  general-in-chief,  I  herewith 
transmit  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  instructions  sent  by  mo  on  the  5th 
instant,  by  an  express,  "  by  rail,"  to  Colonel  Taylor,  commanding  at 
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Alexandria.  I  report,  in  this  connect  ion,  that  I  know  the  faet  that 
Colonel  Taylor  received  that  letter  of  instruction  upon  the  arrival  of 
the  messenger  at  Alexandria,  on  the  5th  instant,  by  the  regular  train 
from  this  place  on  the  morning  of  that  day.  Mr.  F.  G.  Skinner,  now 
here,  and  who  was  on  the  5th  instant  in  Alexandria,  is  my  authority 
for  the  above  statement ;  and  Mr.  Skinner  tells  me  that  he  saw  that 
letter  of  instruction  in  the  hands  of  Colonel  Taylor,  and  discussed  with 
him  the  purport  of  it  prior  to  the  movement  of  the  troops  out  of  Alex- 
andria on  the  afternoon  or  evening  of  that  day  (yesterday).  I  this 
day  sent  by  telegraph  to  the  commanding  general  in -chief  a  full  ab- 
stract of  the  only  letter  or  communication  I  have  received  from  Col- 
onel Taylor  alluding  to  or  explaining  the  movement  of  the  troops  out 
of  Alexandria.  Nor  have  I  been  able,  from  any  other  source,  except 
that  furnished  me.  by  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Skinner,  direct  from  Alexandria, 
by  the  train  of  this  morning,  to  learn  the  cause  of  that  movement;  and, 
so  far  as  I  am  informed  up  to  this  moment,  there  was  no  proper  or 
justifiable  cause  whatsoever  for  any  such  movement  After  waiting 
for  further  intelligence  and  receiving  none,  and  duly  considering  and 
weighing  all  the  circumstances  aud  bearing  of  that  movement  with  the 
information  before  me,  I  have  ordered  the  return  of  the  troops,  as  com- 
municated by  telegram,  a  duplicate  of  which  has  just  been  transmitted 
to  the  general -in -chief. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

PHILIP  ST.  GEO.  COOKE, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Potomac  Department. 

Col.  R.  S.  Garnett, 

Adjutant-General,  Richmond,  Va, 

Culpeper  Court  House,  Va.,  May  5, 1861. 

Colonel  Taylor,  Commanding  at  Alexandria,  Va.: 

Sir  :  You  will  not  move  the  troops  out  of  Alexandria  unless  pressed 
by  overwhelming  and  irresistible  numbers ;  and  even  then  you  should 
retire  to  Manassas  Junction,  to  hold  that  point,  assist  in  obstructing  and 
breaking  up  the  road  between  that  point  and  Alexandria,  harassing  the 
enemy  should  ho  attempt  to  use  the  road,  and  not  retire  farther  in  the 
interior  unless  overpowered  and  forced,  as  a  last  extremity,  to  so  retire. 
You  will  use  your  cavalry  aud  infantry  in  this  connection,  and,  under 
these  orders,  which  I  have  full  authority  from  headquarters  at  Rich- 
mond for  giving  to  yon,  keep  up  your*eommunications  with  the  vari- 
ous parts  in  your  rear,  so  as  to  call  every  resource  to  your  aid  and 
support  in  making  a  gallant  and  fighting  retreat,  should  you  be  forced 
to  it,  and  can  stand  at  all  without  danger  of  uselessly  sacrificing  your 
command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

PHILIP  ST.  GEO.  COCKE, 


Headquarters  Potomac  Department, 

Culpeper  Court-Home,  Va.,  May  7, 1861. 

Sir  :  Shall  I  arrest  Colonel  Taylor  for  disobedience  of  orders  and 
unsoldier-like  conduct,  in  having  evacuated  Alexandria,  under  the  cir- 
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cumstauce8,  now  fully  developed  to  you  and  myself  by  the 
papers  T   I  shall  await  your  orders  in  this  particular  connection. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

PHILIP  ST.  GEO.  COCKE, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding  Potomac  Department. 

Maior-General  Lee.  Commander-in-Chief. 

[Incloaore*.] 

Culpeper  Court-House,  Va.,  May  7, 1861—6.45  a.  m. 

Col.  B.  S.  Garnett,  Adjutant- General: 

Sir  :  After  writing  you  last  night,  and  having  previously  ascertained 
during  the  day  and  up  to  10  o'clock  p.  m.  last  night  that  I  could  not 
communicate  with  the  command  of  Colonel  Taylor  after  Colonel  Terrett 
left  Alexandria,  to  go  to  him  at  Springfield,  because,  after  several  at- 
tempts, through  the  telegraph  operator  at  Alexandria,  to  send  a  dis- 
patch through  various  persons,  none  of  whom  could  be  found  in  Alex- 
andria, and  when  tue  operator  finally  advised  me  that  not  one  single 
man  connected  with  the  military  had  been  left  to  speak  to  me  through 
the  wires,  I  immediately  determined  to  send  one  of  my  aides,  Giles  B. 
Cooke,  to  put  myself  in  communication  with  Colonels  Taylor  and  Terrett; 
and,  accordingly,  Mr.  Cooke  left  me  at  2  o'clock  last  night,  by  an  extra 
train,  bearing  copies  of  the  telegrams  which  I  had  failed  to  put  through 
to  Colonel  Terrett,  because  of  his  departure  from  Alexandria  for  Spring- 
field, no  one  having  been  left  at  Alexandria  in  whom  I  could  confide 
and  through  whom  1  might  have  transmitted  it;  and  bearing  also  a 
letter  of  instructions  sent  by  me  to  Colonel  Terrett,  a  copy  of  which  is 
herewith  transmitted.  Mr.  Cooke  will  proceed  to  Alexandria  with  dis- 
patch, after  having  communicated  with  Colonel  Terrett,  and  will  once 
more  enable  me  to  have  one  person  at  least  in  Alexandria  with  whom 
I  can  converse  through  the  wires.  He  is  instructed  to  give  me  informa- 
tion upon  which  I  can  rely  the  moment  of  his  arrival  at  Alexandria. 
Very  respectfully, 

PHILIP  ST.  GEO.  COCKE, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Potomac  Department. 

Colonel  Terrett, 

Commanding  Troops  at  or  near  Alexandria,  Va.: 

Sir  :  I  have  endeavored  up  to  this  moment  to  communicate  with  you 
by  telegraph,  through  Alexandria,  and  learn  through  the  operator  there 
that  not  one  single  military  man  has  been  left  at  that  end  of  the  wire. 
I  send  Mr.  Cooke,  my  second  aide,  by  extra  train,  to  put  me  in  communi- 
cation with  you  and  your  command,  and  to  convey  to  you  the  substance 
of  telegrams  which  have  been  stopped  in  Alexandria  in  the  hands  of  the 
operator.  By  these  you  will  find  that  I  am  not  informed  of  any  circum- 
stance whatsoever  that  could  have  furnished  just  and  sufficient  cause, 
or  any  cause  at  all,  for  the  movement  of  the  troops  out  of  Alexandria ; 
and,  as  all  my  orders  from  headquarters,  and  all  my  own  purposes  in 
accordance  therewith,  and  my  late  order  to  Colonel  Taylor,  enjoined  the 
holding  of  the  troops  in  Alexandria  until  absolutely  driven  out  by  force 
of  arms,  and  even  then  to  retire  fighting,  if  possible  without  endanger- 
ing the  unneccessary  destruction  of  your  force,  I  must  therefore  now 
order  that  the  troops  return  to  Alexandria,  if  it  be  practicable,  and  if  any 
movement  of  the  enemy  has  taken  place  unknown  to  me,  and  which 
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would  render  that  return  impracticable  and  really  dangerous,  and  if,  as 
I  believe,  no  such  movement  has  taken  place,  return  the  troops  to  the 
position  they  occupied  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  If,  however, 
there  has  been  any  new  and  threatening  movement  by  the  enemy  un- 
known to  me,  and  which  in  your  judgment  may  render  it  impracticable 
or  imprudent  to  return  to  Alexandria,  communicate  the  fact  to  me,  and, 
in  the  mean  time,  exercise  a  sound  discretion  as  to  your  acting. 
By  order  of  Philip  St.  George  Cocke,  brigadier- general,  commanding: 

GILES  B.  COOKE, 

Camp. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  8, 1801. 

Col.  P.  St.  George  Cocke,  Commanding  Potomac  Division: 

Colonel  :  I  am  instructed  by  Major-General  Lee  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  6th  instant,  with  accompanying 
papers,  in  relation  to  the  evacuation  of  Alexandria,  asking  whether  you 
shall  arrest  Colonel  Taylor,  Virginia  Volunteers.  The  general  com- 
manding directs  that  you  will  not  arrest  Colonel  Taylor,  but  require 
from  him  an  explanation. 
Bespectfully,  &c.. 

J.  M.  BROOKE, 
Virginia  Navy,  Acting  Aide-de-Camp. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col  A.  8.  Taylor,  Va.  Vols.,  transmitted  by  General  Cocke. 

Headquarters  Potomac  Department, 

Culpeper  Court-House,  Va.,  May  13,  1861. 
Major-General  Lee,  Commander-in-Chief: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  reply  of  Col.  A.  S. 
Taylor  to  my  call  on  him,  at  your  suggestion,  for  a  statement  of  the 
causes  and  reasons  which  induced  him  to  evacuate  the  post  of  Alexan- 
dria on  Sunday,  May  5,  as  reported  by  me  to  headquarters  some  time 
since. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

PHILIP  ST.  GEO.  COCKE, 

Commanding  Potomac  Department. 

flncloauro] 

Culpeper  Court-House,  Va.,  May  9, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  your  communication  of  this  date,  calling 
upon  me,  by  order  of  the  general-in-chief,  to  give  in  writing  my  u  rea- 
sons" and  "  causes"  why  I  retired  from  Alexandria  with  the  troops  under 
my  command. 

In  the  first  place,  because  of  the  inefficient  condition  of  a  large  pro- 

Sort  ion  of  the  troops  and  my  exposed  and  indefensible  position.  Un- 
er  my  command  there  were  two  companies  of  raw  Irish  recruits,  num- 
bering about  one  hundred  and  twenty  privates  in  both,  armed  with  the 
altered  flint-lock  muskets  of  1818,  and  without  cartridges  or  caps  ;  Cap- 
tain Devaughn's  company  (Mount  Vernon  Guards),  eighty-six  privates, 
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armed  with  tho  new  musket — fifty-two  men  without  accoutcrnients 
and  fifteen  without  arms,  and  very  little  ammunition;  Captain  Simp- 
son's company  of  rifles,  numbering  in  all  fifty-three,  and  well  armed 
*  with  the  minie  ritie,  and  about  nine  rounds  of  ammunition  complete? 
Captain  Herbert's  company  of  rifles,  numbering  eighty-five,  rank  and 
file,  armed  with  the  minie  rifle,  and  with  an  average  of  live  rounds  of 
cartridges  and  fonr  of  caps j  Captain  Ball's  company  of  cavalry,  num- 
bering forty  privates,  armed  with  carbines  and  sabers,  and  with  a  very 
limited  amount  of  ammunition ;  Captain  Powell's  company  of  cavalry, 
numbering  about  thirty,  and  twenty-two  horses,  no  arms  or  equipments 
of  an\  kind  except  a  few  of  Colt's  revolvers. 

In  the  second  place,  the  men  were  becoming  almost  useless  from  home 
influences.  All  but  Captain  Simpson's  company  belonged  to  Alexan- 
dria (and  were  necessarily  scattered  over  the  city),  and  it  would  have 
been  impossible  to  have  assembled  the  command  at  any  particular  point 
in  time  to  have  defended  itself  with  the  slightest  possibility  of  success, 
or  even  to  have  made  anything  but  a  disastrous  and  demoralizing  retreat 
in  the  face  of  an  enemy. 

In  the  third  place,  I  was  possessed  of,  apparently,  such  reliable  in- 
formation that  the  Government  at  Washington  would  occupy  Alexan- 
dria on  the  6th  or  7th  instant,  and  knowing  that  a  large  force  was  being 
concentrated  at  Fort  Washington  and  that  two  steamers  were  anchored 
off  Mount  Vernon,  I  was  induced  to  suppose  that  from  that  point  an 
attempt  would  be  made,  in  concert  with  a  force  from  Washington  City, 
to  hem  in  my  small  and  inefficient  command,  and  thereby  the  services 
of  good  material  be  lost  to  my  State  and  our  cause. 

I  inclose  herewith  an  order,*  which  was  obtained  secretly  by  Mr.  J. 
D.  lint  ton,  who  was  formerly  employed  in  the  War  Department,  and 
which  shows  the  intention  of  the  Federal  Government  as  to  Alexandria. 
The  foregoing  are  my  reasons  and  the  causes  for  retiring  to  Springfield, 
and,  in  addition  to  which,  from  that  position  I  could  the  more  success- 
fully assist  in  breaking  up  and  destroying  the  road. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  S.  TAYLOR, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Virginia  Volunteer*. 
Col.  P.  St.  George  Cocke, 

Commanding  Potomac  Department  of  Virginia  Volunteer*. 


MAY  9, 1861. — Exchange  of  shots  between  the  United  States  steamer  Yankee 

and  the  batteries  at  Gloucester  Point,  Va. 

Report  o/Bvt.  Col.  Justin  DimicJc,  Second  U.  8.  Artillery. 

Headquarters  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  May  10, 1801. 
Colonel  :  I  have  been  informed  by  Flag  Officer  Pendergrast  that  on 
the  7th  instant  a  battery  of  three  guns  was  discovered  at  Gloucester 
Point,  on  the  York  River,  nearly  opposite  Yorktown.  One  of  the  small 
steamers  attached  to  the  Home  Squadron  (the  Yankee)  exchauged  sev- 
eral shots  with  it  yesterday,  but  as  there  was  one  8-inch  gun  in  the  bat- 
tery and  those  of  the  steamer  were  of  much  shorter  ran^e  her  comman- 
der hauled  off. 

With  regard  to  the  force  necessary  here,  the  portions  of  the  surround- 
ing country  which  should  be  occupied,  and  the  defeuses  erected  for  the 

'Not  found. 
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protection  of  the  fort,  the  commanding  general  and  General  Tottcn  are 
inneh  better  able  to  judge  than  myself.  It  appears  to  me,  however,  that 
the  Hand  hills,  some  two  thousand  yards  from  the  fort,  should  be  occu- 
pied and  a  battery  built  there.  To  do  this  will  require  a  larger  force  than 
I  have  at  my  disposal.  Colonel  l)e  Russy  suggests  that  a  battery  should 
be  erected  near  the  picket  bridge,  on  the  Hampton  side.  In  the  vicinity 
is  a  spring  (apparently  inexhaustible)  of  tine  water,  which  may  bo  of  tho 
highest  importance,  though  with  the  present  command  I  entertain  no 
apprehension  of  a  scarcity  of  water,  as,  in  addition  to  the  supply  in  the 
fort,  there  is  a  large  quantity  at  the  hotel. 

The  mail-boat  from  Baltimore  was  allowed  to  land  the  mails  here  yes- 
terday, and  the  mail  for  Norfolk  sent  there  in  the  steamer  William  Sel- 
den.   She  has  not,  however,  returned,  and  I  presume  has  been  seized. 

I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  was  yesterday  transmitted 
by  mail,  and  will  add  that  I  cannot  urge  too  strongly  the  necessity  of 
immediately  authorizing  the  repairing  of  the  wharves  and  of  sending  the 
laborers  asked  for. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  DIMICK,  Col,  Comdg. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townrend, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

MAY  13,  1861— Baltimore,  Md.,  garrisoned  by  United  States  troops. 

REPORTS,  ETC. 

No.  1. — Dispatches  from  General  Scptt  to  Geueral  Butler. 

No.  2.— Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Bntler,  Massachusetts  Militia. 

No.  3. — Geueral  Butler's  proclamation. 

No.  1. 

Dispatches  from  General  Scott  to  General  Butler. 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  14, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Butler, 

Commanding  Department  of  Annapolis,  Md. : 

Sir  :  Your  hazardous  occupation  of  Baltimore  was  made  without  my 
knowledge,  and  of  course  wi  thont  my  approbation.  It  is  a  God  send  that 
it  was  without  conflict  of  arms.  It  is  also  reported  that  you  have  sent 
a  detachment  to  Frederick,  but  this  is  impossible.  Not  a  word  have  I 
received  from  yon  as  to  either  movement.   Let  me  hear  from  you. 

very  respectfully,  yours,   

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  15, 1861—2.17  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Butler, 

Commanding  Dep>t  of  Annapolis,  at  Baltimore,  Md.: 

I  do  not  understand  your  telegram,  "Seud  us  more  detachments  till 
further  orders." 

Issue  no  more  proclamations. 

Why  assume  the  authority  to  call  lor  re-enforcements  from  General 
Patterson  1 
Answer  my  letter  of  last  evening. 

Did  you  leave  any  men  at  Relay  House?   Look  to  their  safety. 
Not  a  word  received  from  you  in  several  days. 

Patterson's  re-en forcements  will  be  at  Locust  Point  this  morning  early. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 
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No.  2. 

Report  of  Brig.  Oen.  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Massachusetts  Militia. 

Headquarters  Department  op  Annapolis, 

Federal  Hill,  Baltimore,  May  15,  1861. 

I  received  your  telegram  this  morning,  and  hasten  to  reply  in  detail. 

In  obedience  to  verbal  directions,  received  from  the  War  Department 
through  Mr.  Harriuiau  at  1.]  o'clock  on  Monday  [12th  instant],  at  the 
Belay  Station,  I  caused  a  portion  of  the  force  there  situated — that  is  to 
say,  500  men  of  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  Regiment,  under  Colonel  Jones ; 
450  men  of  the  Eighth  New  York  Regiment,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Waterbury ;  and  a  section  of  Cook's  battery,  with 
Major  Cook — to  march  for  Baltimore  at  6  o'clock. 

We  disembarked  from  the  cars  without  difficulty,  and  took  possession 
of  Federal  Hill  amid  the  plaudits  of  many  of  the  people  and  a  violent 
thunder-storm.  We  were  disturbed  during  the  night  by  a  report  of  a 
riot,  in  which  the  United  States  recruiting  regiment  was  being  attacked. 
This  called  us  to  arms  about  midnight,  and  the  men  so  remained  until 
morning  in  a  drenching  rain  with  the  utmost  patience.  It  turned  out 
upon  investigation  that  this  was  only  a  feint  of  the  secessionists  to  cover 
a  plundering  of  a  quantity  of  arms  between  1  and  2  o'clock  from  those 
stored  by  the  city  nearly  opposite  the  custom  house. 

Thus  the  carrying  off  of  some  four  or  live  hundred  stand  of  arms  was 
accomplished  by  the  police  under  ihe  direction  of  the  board  of  police. 
I  found  certain  other  arms  being  shipped,  apparently  for  improper  pur- 
poses, to  a  place  called  Snow  Hill.  1  have  sent  out  and  brought  in 
forty  minie  rifles.  The  remaining  arms  stored  opposite  the  custom- 
house, amounting  to  twenty-seven  hundred  stand,  I  have  caused  to  be 
seized  and  sent  to  Fort  McHenry.  I  have  caused  Mr.  Ross  Winans  to 
be  arrested  and  sent  to  Annapolis;  but  for  greater  safety,  as  I  have 
no  place  of  confinement  save  a  jail,  I  shall  cause  him'  to  be  removed 
to  Fort  McHenry,  there  to  await  the  action  of  the  civil  authorities,  unless 
otherwise  ordered.  I  have  found  several  manufactories  of  arms,  sup- 
plies, and  munitions  of  war  for  the  rebels,  who  are  being  constantly  sup- 
plied from  the  city. 

A  specimen  of  an  explosive  minie  rifle-ball,  the  experiments  with 
which,  under  Crosby,  at  Woolwich,  were  so  satisfactory,  I  herewith  in- 
close for  your  inspection.  This  manufactory  (carried  on,  I  am  ashamed 
to  say,  by  a  Massachusetts  man)  I  shall  cause  to  be  stopped.  I  propose 
this  morning  to  seize  a  quantity  of  powder  stored  in  Greennfount  Ceme- 
tery, of  which  I  will  report  to  you.  I  had  an  interview  with  the  mayor 
and  some  other  gentlemen.  He  informed  me  that  he  did  not  consider 
it  the  duty  of  the  city  authorities  actively  to  co-operate  in  preventing 
the  forwarding  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war  to  the  rebels. 

I  have  issued  a  proclamation,  a  copy  of  which  I  inclose  [No.  3],  and 
which  I  trust  you  will  approve.  It  became  necessary,  in  my  judgment, 
in  order  to  set  right  the  thousand  conflicting  stories  and  rumors  of  the 
intentions  of  the  Government  as  to  Baltimore,  which  were  taken  advan- 
tage of  by  the  mob  to  incite  insubordination  and  encourage  a  spirit  of 
insurrection,  and  which  showed  itself  upon  our  taking  possession  of  the 
Government  arms,  but  wns'  instantly  suppressed  upon  a  show  of  force. 

I  have  not  assumed  to  order  re-euforcemeuts  from  General  Patterson. 
I  have  no  need  of  cither  them  or  him,  andean  get  along  very  well  with- 
out either,  with  accustomed  deliberation.  I  have  had  no  report  of  the 
arrival  of  his  troops  early  this  morniug.   I  have  received  no  letter  from 
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the  Lieutenant  General  for  many  days,  and  the  first  telegram  this  morning, 
to  which  I  have  replied  with  some  degree  of  promptness.  General 
Shriver,  at  Frederick,  has  telegraphed  me  frequently  for  aid  to  protect 
Monocacy  Bridge.  I  sent  his  telegram  to  the  Lieutenant-General,  asking 
for  instructions,  and  that  is  the  telegram  misunderstood.  I  have  pro- 
vided for  the  safety  of  my  camp  at  the  Relay.  I  have  asked  for  and 
obtained  the  Eighth  Massachusetts  Regiment  from  General  Mansfield, 
on  the  promise  that  he  should  receive  in  their  stead  the  Eighth  New 
York. 

From  some  unexplained  reason  General  Mansfield  retained  from  the 
Eighth  Massachusetts  their  camp  equipage,  which  is  the  property  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  which  retention  has  somewhat  disordered  my 
plans.  But  the  Eighth  Massachusetts  are  at  the  camp  at  the  Relay 
House,  and  unless  I  have  entirely  mistaken  my  men,  they,  together  with 
the  balance  of  Jones'  Sixth  Regiment  and  that  part  of  the  New  York 
Eighth  (consisting  of  about  five  hundred  men)  which  I  have  left  there, 
together  with  two  sections  of  Cook's  battery,  will  be  able  to  hold  that 
point  against  all  comers,  if  not  iu  safety,  with  success.  I  should  be 
deeply  grieved  if  in  any  of  my  acts  I  should  exceed  propriety  of  action 
by  going  either  too  fast  or  too  far.  I  shall  await  and  obey  instructions 
implicitly,  and  keep  the  General-in-Chief  advised  of  every  movement  so 
far  as  possible,  so  that  I  may  have  the  instructions  and  directions  to 
which  the  country  looks  for  control  and  safety  in  the  peril  of  the  hour: 

I  have  the  honor  to  announce  further  the  completion  of  the  railroad 
connection  between  Washington  and  tide- water  at  Annapolis.  With 
the  means  of  transportation  now  provided,  we  can  move  5,000  troops 
daily  between  Washington  and  Annapolis.  As  soon  as  I  receive  further 
communication  I  will  send  a  more  detailed  report.  I  have  also  the  honor 
to  communicate  the  capture  of  the  steam  gun,  and  the  fact  that  I  have 
found  men  in  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  Regiment  who  have  been  able  to 
put  it  in  operation,  and  it  is  now  in  full  working  order. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfiUlv.  vour  obedient  servant, 

BEN  J.  F.  BUTLER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-General  Scott. 


No.  3. 

Qeneral  Butler's  proclamation. 

Department  of  Annapolis, 

Federal  Rill,  Baltimore,  May  14,  1801. 

A  detachment  of  the  forces  of  the  Federal  Government  under  my 
command  have  occupied  the  city  of  Baltimore  for  the  purpose,  among 
other  things,  of  enforcing  respect  aud  ol>edience  to  the  laws,  as  well  of 
the  State — if  requested  thereto  by  the  civil  authorities— as  of  the  United 
States  laws,  which  are  being  violated  within  its  limits  by  some  malig- 
nant aud  traitorous  men,  and  in  order  to  testily  the  acceptance  by  the 
Federal  Government  of  the  fact  that  the  city  and  all  the  well  intentioued 
portion  of  its  inhabitants  are  loyal  to  the  Union  and  the  Constitution, 
aud  are  to  be  so  regarded  and  treated  by  all.  To  the  end,  therefore, 
that  all  misunderstanding  of  the  purpose  of  the  Government  may  bo 
prevented,  and  to  set  at  rest  all  unfounded,  false,  and  seditious  rumors; 
to  relieve  all  apprehensions,  if  any  are  felt,  by  the  well-disposed  por- 
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tion  of  the  community,  and  to  make  it  thoroughly  understood  by  all 
traitors,  their  aiders  and  abettors,  that  rebellions  acts  must  cease,  I 
hereby,  by  the  authority  vested  in  me  as  commander  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Annapolis,  of  which  Baltimore  forms  a  part,  do  now  command 
and  make  known  that  no  loyal  and  well-disposed  citizen  will  be  dis- 
turbed in  his  lawful  occupation  or  business;  that  private  property  will 
not  be  interfered  with  by  the  men  under  my  command,  or  allowed  to 
be  interfered  with  by  others,  except  in  so  far  as  it  may  be  used  to 
afford  aid  and  comfort  to  those  in  rebellion  against  the  Government, 
whether  here  or  elsewhere,  all  of  which  property,  munitions  of  war,  and 
that  fitted  to  aid  and  support  the  rebellion,  will  be  seized  and  held  sub- 
ject to  confiscation ;  and,  therefore,  all  manufacturers  of  arms  and  muni- 
tions of  war  are  hereby  requested  to  report  to  me  forthwith,  so  that  the 
lawfulness  of  their  occupation  may  be  known  and  understood,  and  all 
misconstruction  of  their  doings  be  avoided.  No  transpor  at  ion  from  the 
city  to  the  rebels  of  articles  fitted  to  aid  and  support  troops  in  the  field 
will  be  permitted,  and  the  fact  of  such  transportation,  after  the  publica- 
tion of  this  proclamation,  will  be  taken  and  received  as  proof  of  illegal 
intention  on  the  part  of  the  consignors,  and  will  render  the  goods  liable 
to  seizure  and  confiscation. 

The  Government  being  ready  to  receive  all  such  stores  and  supplies, 
arrangements  will  bo  made  to  contract  for  them  immediately,  and  the 
owners  and  manufacturers  of  such  articles  of  equipments  and  clothing 
and  munitions  of  war  and  provisions  *are  desired  to  keep  themselves  in 
communication  with  the  Commissary-General,  in  order  that  their  work- 
shops may  be  employed  for  loyal  purposes,  and  the  artisans  of  the  city 
resume  and  carry  on  their  profitable  occupations. 

The  acting  assistant  quartermaster  and  commissary  of  subsistence  of 
the  United  States  here  stationed  has  been  instructed  to  proceed  and 
furnish  at  fair  prices  40,000  rations  for  the  use  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  and  further  supplies  will  be  drawn  from  the  city  to  the  full  ex- 
tent of  its  capacity,  if  the  patriotic  and  loyal  men  choose  so  to  furnish 
supplies. 

All  assemblages,  except  the  ordinary  police,  of  armed  bodies  of  men, 
other  than  those  regularly  organized  and  commissioned  by  the  State  of 
Maryland,  and  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  governor  thereof,  for  drill 
and  other  purposes,  are  forbidden  within  the  department. 

All  officers  of  the  militia  of  Maryland  having  command  within  the 
limits  of  the  department  are  requested  to  report  through  their  officers 
forthwith  to  the  general  in  command,  so  that  he  may  be  able  to  know 
and  distinguish  the  regularly  commissioned  and  loyal  troops  of  Mary- 
laud  from  armed  bodies  who  may  claim  to  be  such. 

liie  ordinary  operations  of  the  corporate  government  of  the  city  of 
Baltimore  and  of  the  civil  authorities  will  not  be  interfered  with,  but, 


general,  upon  proper  call  being  made,  and  all  such  authorities  are  cor- 
dially invited  to  co-operate  with  the  general  in  command  to  carry  out 
the  purposes  set  forth  in  the  proclamation,  so  that  the  city  of  Baltimore 
may  be  shown  to  the  country  to  be,  what  she  is  in  fact,  patriotic  and 
loyal  to  the  Union,  the  Constitution,  and  the  laws. 

No  flag,  banner,  ensign,  or  device  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States, 
or  any  of  them,  will  be  permitted  to  be  raised  or  shown  in  this  depart- 
ment, and  the  exhibition  of  either  of  them  by  evil-disposed  persons  will 
be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  evidence  of  a  design  to  afford  aid  and  comfort 
to  the  enemies  of  the  country.  To  make  it  more  apparent  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  by  far  more  relies  upon  the  loyalty,  pa- 


on  the  contrary,  will  be  aided 
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triotism,  and  zeal  of  the  good  citizens  of  Baltimore  and  vicinity  than  upon 
any  exhibition  of  force  calculated  to  intimidate  them  into  that  obedience 
to  the  laws  which  the  Government  doubts  not  will  be  paid  from  inherent 
respect  and  love  of  order,  the  commanding  general  has  brought  to  the 
city  with  him,  of  the  many  thousand  troops  in  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood, which  might  be  at  once  concentrated  here,  scarcely  more  than  an 
ordinary  guard,  and  until  it  fails  him,  he  will  continue  to  rely  upon 
that  loyalty  and  patriotism  of  the  citizens  of  Maryland  which  have  never 
yet  been  found  wanting  to  the  Government  in  time  of  need.  The  general 
in  command  desires  to  greet  and  treat  in  this  part  of  his  department  all 
the  citizens  thereof  as  friends  and  brothers,  having  a  common  purpose, 
a  common  loyalty,  and  a  common  country.  Any  infractions  of  the  law 
by  the  troops  under  his  eommand?  or  any  disorderly,  uusoldierlike  con- 
duct, or  any  interference  with  private  property,  he  desires  to  have  im- 
mediately reported  to  him,  and  pledges  himself  that  if  any  soldier  so  far 
forgets  himself  as  to  break  those  laws  that  he  has  sworn  to  defend  and 
enforce,  he  shall  be  most  rigorously  punished. 

The  general  believes  that  if  the  suggestions  and  requests  contained 
in  this  proclamation  are  faithfully  carried  out  by  the  co  operation  of  all 
good  and  Union-loving  citizens,  and  peace  and  quiet  and  certainty  of 
future  peace  and  quiet  are  thus  restored,  business  will  resume  its  accus- 
tomed channels,  trade  take  the  place  of  dullness  and  inactivity,  efficient 
labor  displace  idleness,  and  Baltimore  will  be  in  fact,  what  she  is  enti- 
tled to  be,  in  the  front  rank  of  the  commercial  cities  of  the  nation. 

Given  at  Baltimore  the  day  and  year  herein  first  above  written. 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Department  of  Annapolis. 

E.  C.  Parker, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Aide  de-Camp. 


MAY  14,  1861.— Seizure  of  railroad  train  at  Harper'.  Ferry,  W.  Va. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  Massachusetts  Militia. 

Baltimore,  May  15, 1861 — 1.25  a.  m. 
I  have  just  received  the  followiug  telegram : 

Frederick,  May  14 — 11.10  p.  m. 

Dauger  is  apprehended  at  tbo  Mouocaiy  Bridge  to-night.  An  engine  and  can  were 
seized  at  Harper's  Ferry  at  8  o'clock  to-day.  All  connections  west  are  cut  off  since  8 
o'clock  to-night.  We  are  guarding  the  wire*  as  far  as  our  forces  enable  us.  Please 
send  us  immediate  relief.   Answer  quick  as  possible  by  telegraph. 

EDWARD  SHRIVER, 

Brigadier- General. 

What  instructions  have  I  upon  this  point,  which  is  not  within  my  de- 
partment t  Please  answer  immediately.  Boss  Winans  is  now  in  An- 
napolis under  arrest. 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  General  Scott. 
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AFFAIR  AT  SEWELl/S  POINT,  VA. 


HAY  18-19,  1861.— Engagement  between  the  United  States  steamer  Monti- 
cello  and  the  battery  at  SewelTs  Point,  Va. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  Walter  Gwynn,  commanding  Confederate  forces  at  Norfolk. 
No.  2.— Capt.  Peyton  H.  Colqnitt,  commanding  *t  Bewell'i  Point. 

No.  L 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Walter  Gwynn,  commanding  at  JtTorfoJk. 

Norfolk,  Va.,  May  20, 1861. 

The  enemy  fired  on  the  unfinished  battery  at  SewelPs  Point  on  the 
18th,  bnt  did  no  damage.  There  were  at  that  time  no  guns  mounted 
or  nearer  than  jNorfolk.  I  sent  forward  three  guns  immediately  and 
two  of  the  rifled  cannon.  Got  them  in  position  at  5  p.  m.  on  the  19th. 
Soon  after  the  enemy  opened  fire,  which  was  returned  and  kept  up  one 
and  a  half  hours,  when  the  vessel  from  which  the  guns  were  fired  with- 
drew. A  fuller  report  will  be  made  to-morrow.  Just  returned  from 
Se well's  Point.   Reports  in  from  the  pickets  at  all  points. 

No  immediate  attack  apprehended.  Troops  thrown  forward  and  in 
position.  Confident  of  making  defense  good.  I  am  strengthening,  to 
some  extent,  my  position.  Want  six  hundred  laborers,  and  am  re- 
enforcing  the  batteries,  which  takes  off  so  many  men  that  additional 

troops  are  required.   

WALTER  GWYNN. 

B.  S.  Gabnett, 

Adjutant-General  Virginia  Forces. 


Headquarters  Forces  of  Virginia  around  Norfolk, 

May  20, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  late  in  the  evening  of  the 
18th  instant,  I  received  intelligence  of  an  attack,  made  by  the  enemy's 
steamer  Monticello,  on  the  unfinished  works  at  Sewell's  Point.  This 
battery  was  not  sufficiently  advanced  at  the  time  to  receive  its  arma- 
ment and  garrison.  The  Monticello  carried  three  guns,  one  of  which 
was  a  heavy  10-inch  Dahlgren.  With  these  she  kept  up  a  constant  fire 
with  solid  shot  and  shell  for  more  than  an  hour,  when  a  steam-tug,  from 
Old  Point,  carrying  one  gun,  came  to  her  aid,  and  the  two  vessels  con- 
tinued the  cannonade  until  the  close  of  the  day.  without  any  serious  in- 
jury to  the  works.  The  tug  then  returned  to  Old  Point,  and  the  Mon- 
ticello moored,  with  broadside  on,  with  the  intention,  apparently,  of  con- 
tinuing the  attack,  in  order  to  demolish  the  works  or  prevent  their  prog- 
ress. Early  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  I  hurried  on  the  guns  and 
equipment,  and  repaired  to  Sewell's  Point,  to  expedite  the  works  for 
their  reception,  and  by  5  p.  m.  succeeded  in  getting  three  32-pounders 
and  two  small  rifled  guns  into  position,  while  detachments  of  infantry 
and  artillery,  ordered  from  neighboring  posts,  occupied  the  battery  and 
contiguous  points.  During  all  this  time  the  Monticello,  apparently  not 
suspecting  the  operations  going  forward,  was  engaged  in  preparing  for 
another  effort,  by  calculating  the  range  and  distance  and  adjusting  her 
guns  to  suit  With  instructions  to  Captain  Colquitt,  of  Georgia,  to  whom 
I  gave  the  command  of  all  the  forces  and  guns  at  the  post,  to  continue 
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the  preparations,  reserving  his  fire  until  the  enemy  renewed  the  cannon- 
ade, I  returned  to  Norfolk.  At  5.30  o'clock  the  Monticello  again  opened 
fire  from  all  her  guns,  and  with  much  greater  precision  than  on  the  pre- 
ceding day.  It  was  instantly  returned,  and  with  such  effect  that  she 
was  driven  off  and  returned  to  Old  Point.  The  engagement  continued 
for  an  hour  and  a  half  without  intermission  on  either  side,  and,  though 
the  enemy's  fire  was  well  directed,  one  shell  bursting  within  an  embra- 
sure and  several  others  directly  over  the  battery,  while  solid  shot  re- 
peatedly passed  through  the  embrasures  and  struck  the  crest  and  sides 
of  the  merlons,  hurling  masses  of  earth  from  the  outside  among  the  gun- 
ners, I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  no  casualty  of  moment  occurred  to 
the  troops,  nor  was  material  injury  done  to  the  battery.  What  damage 
or  loss  was  sustained  by  the  enemy  I  was  not  able  to  discover,  but  his 
retreat  indicated  that  our  fire  had  become  too  warm  for  farther  endur- 
ance. As  early  as  I  received  information  of  the  second  attack  and  re- 
pulse, I  ordered  forward  more  troops,  and  hastened,  during  the  night, 
to  Se well's  Point,  to  make  such  other  dispositions  as  might  be  necessary 
to  defend  the  post  against  any  further  and  more  formidable  assaults 
which  the  enemy's  large  naval  and  military  forces  at  Old  Point  would 
enable  him  to  make. 

I  cannot  close  this  brief  account  of  the  engagement  without  express- 
ing my  admiration  of  the  enthusiasm  and  bravery  manifested  by  the 
troops.  Where  officers  and  men  displayed  so  much  merit  it  would  be 
invidious  to  discriminate,  and  I  therefore  refer  you  to  the  accompany- 
ing report  of  Captain  Colquitt  for  further  particulars.  His  position,  as 
commanding  officer  of  the  post,  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  displaying 
the  qualities  which  adorn  the  soldier,  and  the  general  appreciation  of 
his  gallantry  and  merit  by  those  under  his  command  enable  me  to  com- 
mend him  most  warmly  to  your  consideration. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  state  that,  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  a  Vir- 
ginia or  Confederate  flag  for  the  occasion,  the  flag  of  Georgia,  belonging 
to  Captain  Colquitt's  company,  was  planted  on  the  ramparts  during  the 
engagement,  and,  while  the  hottest  tire  was  prevailing,  two  members  of 
his  company,  whose  names  I  will  forward  you  when  reported  to  me  as 
deserving  particular  notice,  fearlessly  passed  to  the  outside  of  the  bat- 
tery, and  deliberately  removed  the  sand  and  other  obstructions  to  the 
range  of  one  of  the  guns  while  shot  and  shell  were  striking  all  about 
them. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WALTER  GWYNN. 
Major-General  Lee,      fy    -  'R  i    nd  V 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Capt.  Peyton  H.  Colquitt,  Commanding  at  SeweWs  Point 

Sewell's  Point,  Va.,  May  19, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  an  engagement  this  evening 
between  the  Confederate  troops,  consisting  of  the  City  Light  Guards, 
Columbus,  Ga.;  Wood's  Bines,  Captain  Lamb;  detachment  of  the  Nor- 
folk Juniors,  under  Lieutenant  Holmes;  detachment  of  Light  Artillery 
Blues,  under  Lieutenant  Nash,  all  under  my  command,  and  the  steamer 
Monticello  and  Federal  steam-tug,  which  lasted  for  one  hour  and  a  half, 
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in  which  nobody  was  hurt  on  our  side.  The  enemy  fired  with  great 
accuracy,  several  balls  passing  through  the  embrasures  of  the  fort,  one 
8trikiDg  a  32-pounder  within  the  battery,  and  one  shell  bursting  in  the 
fort.  From  three  to  five  shots  from  our  battery  took  effect,  we  think  j 
others  struck  around  the  steamer.  The  troops  acted  with  great  bravery, 
and  I  had  to  restrain  them  in  their  enthusiasm.  The  flag  of  Georgia  was 
hoisted  over  the  fort  in  the  absence  of  the  Confederate  flag.  Our  firing 
was  less  frequent  than  that  of  the  enemy,  as  our  ammunition  was  scarce ; 
only  two  rounds  left  after  the  engagement.  Your  aides,  Maj.  William  B. 
Taylor,  R.  R.  Collier,  and  Col.  Thomas  Newton,  were  present  and  aided 
in  the  struggle. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

PEYTON  H.  COLQUITT. 
Major-General  Gwynn,  Commanding  forces,  Norfolk  Harbor. 

P.  S.— Two  members  of  the  City  Light  Guards  (Georgia)  dug  aw»y 
the  sand  in  front  of  one  of  the  port-holes  during  the  hottest  of  the  fir©. 


MAY  23,  1861.— Demonstration  upon  Hampton,  Va. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  J.  B.  Cary,  Virginia  Artillery. 

No.  2.— Col.  John  B.  Magrudcr,  commanding  Con/edoratc  forces. 

No.  L 

Report  of  Maj.  J.  B.  Gary,  Virginia  Artillery. 

Hampton,  Va.,  May  23, 1861. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  quite  a  full  regiment  of  the 
enemy,  estimated,  by  count  of  companies,  to  contain  eight  hundred  men, 
under  command  of  Colonel  Phelps,  made  a  demonstration  against  this 
place  this  afternoon,  between  4  and  5  o'clock,  which  seemed  at  first  to 
wear  a  very  ugly  aspect,  but  which,  happily,  resulted  in  no  damage, 
save  the  alarm  of  our  women  and  children  and  the  excitement  of  our 
citizens. 

I  had  nearly  perfected  my  arrangements  for  the  defense  indicated  in 
your  instructions,  by  making  preparations  for  the  destruction  of  all  the 
bridges  leading  across  the  main  tributary  of  Back  River  as  well  as  the 
Hampton  Bridge.  Unfortunately,  the  absenee  during  the  day  of  the 
party  chosen  for  the  firing  of  the  latter,  and  the  consequent  failure  to 
have  the  combustibles  on  the  spot,  delayed  operations  so  far  that  the 
enemy  were  in  sight  before  the  fire  could  be  started,  though  it  would 
have  made  sufficient  progress,  I  think,  to  have  arrested  their  entrance 
into  the  town.  At  this  stage,  meeting  with  Lieutenant  Cutshaw,  at  his 
suggestion  I  sent  him  forward  as  my  aid  to  demand  of  the  colonel  the 
intent  of  his  approach  with  so  large  a  body  of  men,  and  being  assured 
tbat  he  came  with  no  hostile  purpose,  but  simply,  as  he  said,  by  order 
of  General  Butler,  to  recouuoiter,  and  having  received  the  subsequent 
assurauce  from  him  in  person  that  he  would  make  no  attack  upon  our 
people  nor  injure  their  property  in  any  way  unless  he  himself  was 
molested,  and  coinciding  in  your  view  that  defense  at  this  point  was 
useless  and  hopeless,  I  aided  him  in  extinguishing  the  fire,  and  gave  the 
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assurance  that  he  should  not  be  fired  upon  by  the  volunteer  force  under 
my  command  (which,  by  the  way,  had  by  that  time  nearly  retreated  to 
the  line  of  defense  which  I  intended  to  occupy  and  where  I  designed 
making  the  first  resistance).  I  also  urged  our  citizens  to  abstain  from 
any  attack,  which  counsel,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  prevailed  with  them. 
The  entire  body  then  marched  into  the  town  as  far  as  the  intersection 
of  our  main  streets,  halted  for  a  short  while,  and  then  returned.  I  have 
since  learned  that  this  body  was  supported  by  about  three  hundred  men, 
with  a  battery  of  six  brass  pieces,  and  that  there  was  a  still  further 
reserve  on  the  march.  But  this  latter  information  I  do  not  consider  so 
reliable.  I  have  only  to  add,  in  this  connection,  that  the  force  at  my 
command,  as  estimated  by  information  since  derived  from  the  several 
captains,  was  only  one  hundred  and  thirty  men  on  the  approach  of  the 
enemy.  This  demonstration,  in  my  judgment,  indicates  the  propriety 
of  removing  the  camp  farther  from  Hampton  than  the  point  already 
agreed  upon.  Our  people  have  responded  very  indifferently  to  the  call 
for  aid  in  erecting  intrenchments  at  the  points  indicated  by  you,  and 
the  proposed  location  of  the  camp  is  distinctly  visible  from  the  dome  of 
the  Chesapeake  Female  College,  if  not  from  the  ramparts  of  the  tort, 
and  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  the  erection  of  the  first  tent  would  l>e  the 
signal  for  another  such  demonstration.  Under  this  conviction  I  shall 
delay  operations  on  the  camp  until  I  receive  your  reply,  though  nearly 
all  the  timber  is  at  hand,  and  operations  would  have  commenced  in  the 
morning.  The  order  directing  the  removal  of  the  cannon  had  been  car- 
ried into  execution,  and  they  were  beyond  the  reach  of  seizure. 

I  make  no  comments,  restricting  myself  to  a  brief  statement,  merely 
remarking  that  Lieutenant  Cutshaw,  who  was  present  most  of  the  time, 
will  be  at  the  Grove  Wharf  to-morrow,  and  can  give  detailed  informa- 
tion on  all  points  not  sufficiently  elucidated.  As  soon  as  they  left  I  sent 
a  dispatch  to  the  battalion  to  return  in  order  to  the  town  for  the  dis- 
charge of  their  usual  duties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  CABY, 
Major  Artillery,  Virginia  Volunteers. 

Lieut  Col.  Benj.  S.  Ewell, 

Active  Virginia  Volunteers,  Williamsburg,  Va. 


No.  2. 

Reports  of  Col.  John  B.  Magruder,  commanding  Confederate  forces. 

Steamer  Logan, 
West  Point,  Va.,  May  24, 1861—6  p.  m. 

Sib  :  A  person,  said  to  be  reliable  by  the  captain  of  this  boat,  states 
that  ho  fled  from  Hampton  last  night,  and  that  twenty-five  hundred 
troops  had  taken  possession  of  it.  I  have  to  request  that  two  lighters, 
with  three  hands  each,  be  sent  to  Jamestown  Island  as  soon  as  possible, 
to  establish  communication  with  that  place  and  the  mainland.  At 
present  supplies  for  Williamsburg  have  to  be  carried  eight  miles,  I  be- 
lieve at  King's  Mills,  and  of  course  liable  to  be  seized  by  the  enemy. 
They  can  be  furnished  at  once  in  Richmond  and  sent  down  by  the  daily 
steamers.  I  have  earnestly  to  request  that  a  portion  of  the  cavalry 
already  organized  should  be  sent  to  me  at  Yorktown  or  Williamsburg. 
No  reliable  information  can  be  attained  without  them.   This  steamer 
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can  carry  twonty-flvo  hundred  men  per  day,  with  smaller  vessels  sent 
to  take  their  baggage.  She  can  carry  three  troops  of  horse  a  day,  fifty 
horses  each.  I  shall  need  at  least  four  companies  of  cavalry  to  operate 
against  the  advance  of  troops  from  Hampton,  to  cut  off  their  parties, 
to  harass  them  on  the  march,  and  to  beat  up  their  quarters  at  night ; 
and,  to  make  these  more  effective,  I  know  of  no  greater  service  the  sec- 
tion of  navy  howitzers  at  Gloucester  Point  can  do  more  than  to  operate 
with  this  cavalry.  The  advance  could  even  be  checked  by  this  small 
force  thus  constituted.  I  should  mount  the  artillery  with  the  means  of 
the  country  for  this  purpose.  This  can  be  done  at  once.  I  have  no 
doubt  they  cannot  be  of  much  use  anywhere  as  fixed  batteries,  and 
could  at  any  time  be  recalled  to  Eichmond,  if  required  there.  Should  it 
be  deemed  advisable  to  send  cavalry  immediately,  as  I  earnestly  hope 
maybe  the  case,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  both  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ewell  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pegram  have  stated  to  me  their  desire  to 
command  such  a  detachment  under  my  command. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  MAGRTJDER, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Troops  on  York  and  James  Rivers. 

To  Colonel  Garnbtt. 

Steamer  Logan, 
Yorktown,  Va,}  May  24,  1861—11.30  p.  m. 

Sir  :  Since  arriving  at  this  point  I  have  learned  that  the  news  which 
was  forwarded  to  you  from  West  Point  was  incorrect.  Only  one  thou- 
sand troops  were  marched  into  Hampton,  which  they  only  occupied  for  a 
short  time.  A  small  surveying  party  was  landed  at  Newport  News. 
There  is  no  cavalry  between  this  and  Hampton.  One  company  there. 
Not  a  horseman  nor  a  wagon  hero.  Mr.  Anderson,  the  bearer,  will  give 
further  particulars. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  MAGRTJDER, 

(  ()lo)U  I ^   (  (})fl  7)1(1)1(1 1 7t(J • 

Colonel  Garnett. 


MAY  24,  1861. — Advance  of  Union  Army  into  Virginia  and  occupation  of 

Arlington  Heights  and  Alexandria. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1.—  Maj.  Gen.  Charles  W.  Saudford,  New  York  Militia. 

No.  2. — Maj.  Gon.  Samuel  P.  Heintzolman,  U.  8.  Army. 

No.  3. — Col.  Orlando  B.  Willcox,  First  Miohigau  Infantry. 

No.  4.—  Lieut.  Col.  N.  L.  Farnbam,  First  Zouaves,  New  York  Militia, 

No.  5.— Brig.  Gen.  M.  L.  Bonbam,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  C— Col.  George  H.  Terrett,  C.  8.  forces. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Qen.  C.  W.  Sandford,  New  York  Militia. 

Headquarters  Fir^t  Division  N.  Y.  S.  M., 

Washington,  May  28,  1861. 
General:  Pursuant  to  your  order,  and  the  arrangements  made  with 
yourself  and  General  Mansfield,  I  accompanied  the  center  column  which 
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crossed  the  Potomac  by  the  Long  Bridge,  on  the  morning  of  the  24th 
instant,  assuming  the  command  of  the  troops  on  the  Virginia  side. 
The  troops  took  position  as  follows : 

On  the  right,  the  Sixty-ninth  Regiment  N.  Y.  S.  M.,  which  crossed 
the  Potomac  Aqueduct,  was  posted  near  the  canal  culvert.  The  other 
two  regiments  of  that  wing  (the  Twenty-eighth  N.  Y.  S.  M.  and  the 
Fifth  N.  Y.  S.  M.)  were  thrown  forward  on  the  road  to  Leesburg,  about 
two  miles  from  the  river.  In  the  center,  the  Seventh  N.  Y.  S.  M.  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  Long  Bridge.  The  Twenty-fifth  N.  Y.  S.  M. 
was  posted  at  the  toll-gate  and  Yose's  Hill,  on  the  Columbia  turnpike. 
Three  regiments  of  the  New  Jersey  Brigade,  under  Brigadier-General 
Kunyon,  together  with  the  Twelfth  N.  Y.  S.  M.,  occupied  the  Alexandria 
road  as  far  as  Four-Mile  Bun;  the  pickets  of  the  Twelfth  extending  as 
far  as  the  point  where  the  canal  crosses  the  Alexandria  road.  The  left 
wing,  consisting  of  the  Eleventh  Regiment  N.  Y.  Vols,  and  the  First 
Regiment  Michigan,  occupied  the  city  of  Alexandria,  supported  by  the 
U.  S.  steamer  Pawnee. 

Immediately  after  crossing  the  river,  I  proceeded  to  an  inspection 
of  the  whole  line,  commencing  on  the  right.  I  found  the  Sixty-ninth 
N.  Y.  S.  M.  halted  in  position,  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  intrenching 
tools  in  order  to  commence  the  works  of  defense  which  had  been  projected 
by  the  U.  S.  Engineers.  Thence,  following  up  the  Leesburg  road,  I 
found  the  Twenty-eighth  and  Fifth  Regiments  N.  Y.  S.  M.  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  in  advance  of  the  Sixty-ninth.  At  this  place  I  found  that 
Lieutenant  Tompkins,  of  the  Second  IT.  S.  Cavalry,  supported  by  two 
companies  of  infantry  of  the  Twenty-eighth,  had  advanced  up  the  Lees- 
burg road  towards  the  Loudoun  and  Hampshire  Railroad.  I  pushed 
forward  with  my  staff,  and  found  him  at  the  point  where  the  Leesburg 
road  crosses  the  railroad.  He  had  just  intercepted  a  passenger  train 
of  cars  on  its  way  to  Alexandria,  and  Lieutenant  Houston,  of  the  U.  S. 
Engineers,  had  destroyed  the  track  in  front  and  rear  of  the  cars  and 
had  destroyed  two  bridges  by  fire.  I  examined  the  passengers,  and 
after  conversation  with  them  and  the  examination  of  private  papers 
voluntarily  exhibited  to  me,  I  thought  it  proper,  with  one  exception, 
to  impose  no  further  restraint  upon  them  than  to  detain  them  there 
until  5  o'clock  p.  m.  of  that  day.  This  I  did  in  order  to  prevent  their 
carrying  information  of  our  movements  into  the  neighborhood.  Among 
them  was  a  sergeant  of  the  Fairfax  Rifles,  whom  I  sent  to  General 
Mansfield  at  Washington.  I  took  pains  here,  and  everywhere  else,  in 
my  intercourse  with  the  citizens,  to  impress  upon  their  minds  that  the 
object  and  intention  of  the  presence  of  the  United  States  troops  were 
to  insure  good  order,  and  to  afford  protection  to  their  persons  and  prop- 
erty in  the  pursuit  of  their  ordinary  avocations,  and  I  am  happy  to 
say  that  I  havje  been  met  everywhere  by  most  of  the  people  with  ex- 
pressions of  kindness  and  cordial  welcome. 

Returning  thence,  past  the  positions  of  the  Twenty-eighth  and  Fifth 
Regiments,  I  examined  the  cross  roads  in  the  neighborhood  of  Arlington. 
Finding  the  mansion  vacated  by  the  family,  1  stated  to  some  of  the 
servants  left  there  that  had  the  family  remained  I  would  have 
established  a  guard  for  their  security  from  annoyance ;  but,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  absence,  that  I  would,  by  occupying  it  myself,  be 
responsible  for  the  perfect  care  and  security  of  the  house  and  every- 
thing in  and  about  it  I  then  returned,  by  the  head  of  the  Long  Bridge, 
where  the  troops  were  now  engaged  in  throwing  up  intrenchments, 
under  the  direction  of  Capt  B.  S.  Alexander,  of  the  U.  S.  Engineers. 
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Thence  I  proceeded  down  the  Alexandria  road,  visiting  the  posts  of  the 
New  Jersey  Brigade,  the  Twelfth  N.  Y.  S.  M.,  the  First  Michigan  Regi- 
ment, and  the  Eleventh  Regiment  N.  Y.  Vols.  (Ellsworth's)  to  Alexan- 
dria. I  then  received  the  confirmation  of  the  morning's  report,  which 
had  reached  me,  of  the  fall  of  the  gallant  Ellsworth. 

On  the  following  day  (the  25th)  I  repeated  the  insi>ection  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  lines,  particularly  the  right  wing,  where  intrench- 
ments  were  being  thrown  up  by  the  Sixty-ninth  Regiment,  under  the 
direction  of  Captain  Woodbury,  of  the  U.  8.  Engineers.  On  this  day 
the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Regiment  took  post  between  Four-Mile  Run 
and  Alexandria,  thereby  filling  an  interval  between  the  Twelfth  Regi- 
ment and  the  city  of  Alexandria,  which  I  had  reported  to  you  on  the 
previous  evening  as  being  too  great  for  mutual  support.  On  the  26th  the 
Eighth  N.  Y.  8.  M.,  which  at  my  request  you  directed  to  cross  the 
Potomac,  was  encamped  by  me  on  Arlington  Heights  in  rear  of  the  man- 
sion, and  on  the  27th  the  light  battery  of  that  regiment  arrived,  under 
the  command  of  Captain  Varian,  and  was  posted  in  its  camp,  two  of  the 
guns,  with  sufficient  protection,  being  thrown  forward  tocover  our  pickets. 
On  the  evening  of  the  same  day  the  First  New  Jersey  Kegiment  relieved 
the  Seventh  N.  Y.  8.  M.  in  the  trenches  at  the  head  of  the  Long  Bridge, 
and  the  latter  returned  to  its  post  at  Camp  Cameron. 

During  the  26th  I  completed  my  examination  of  the  roads  and  woods 
in  the  vicinity  of  Arlington  and  near  the  position  of  the  Fifth  and 
Twenty-eighth  Regiments,  and  upon  consultation  with  Capt.  W.  H. 
Wood,  of  the  Third  U.  8.  Infantry,  concluded  to  change  the  position  of 
those  regiments  to  a  point  more  capable  of  support  from  the  Eighth  on 
the  left  and  from  the  Sixty-ninth  on  the  right,  and  to  cut  a  road  through 
the  woods  in  a  direct  line  from  the  outposts  in  rear  of  Arlington  House 
to  the  new  position  on  the  Leesburg  road.  This  road  is  now  in  the 
course  of  construction.  The  company  of  Second  U.  S.  Cavalry,  under 
the  command  of  Captain  Braekett,  being  insufficient  to  perform  the  ex- 
tended guard  and  picket  duty  which  devolved  upon  it,  and  being  desir- 
ous to  extend  the  patrols  which  Captain  Braekett  had  sent  forward.  I 
authorized  him  to  direct  the  lieutenant  commanding  Company  G  of  the 
Second  Cavalry  to  report  his  command  for  duty  with  Captain  Braekett, 
who  was  thereby  enabled  to  direct  more  efficient  and  extended  patrols 
and  pickets,  by  which  I  now  think  the  whole  of  the  central  division  of 
the  country  in  front  of  the  line  is  occupied.  Sherman's  battery  of  light 
artillery  rendered  prompt  and  efficient  service  throughout  the  move- 
ment, and  one  of  the  sections  captured  the  troop  of  Virginia  Cavalry  at 
Alexandria. 

I  have  caused  to  be  circulated  extensively  throughout  the  country  the 
proclamation  to  the  inhabitants,  which  was  submitted  to  and  approved 
by  the  President,  the  Cabinet,  and  yourself,  and  of  which  I  transmit  a 
copy.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient 

8CrVant'  CHAS.  W.  SANDFORD, 

Major- General. 

Lieut.  Gen.  Wenfield  Scott, 

Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 


jxot  louna. 
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No.  2. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  8.  P.  Ueintzelman^  U.  &  Army. 

Headquarters  Department  op  Washington, 

Washington,  July  20,  1863. 

General:  I  understand  tbat  no  report  has  been  made  of  the  cross- 
ing of  the  Potomac  at  the  Long  Bridge  and  occupation  of  Arlington 
Heights  and  Alexandria  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  of  May,  1861.  I 
was  at  that  time  acting  inspector-general  to  Brig.  Gen.  J.  K.  F.  Mans- 
field, commanding  the  Department  of  Washington,  and  as  the  troops 
that  crossed  the  bridge  moved  under  my  direction,  I  have  the  honor  to 
make  the  following  report : 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  23d,  I  went  with  General  Mansfield  to  the 
Engineer  Department,  and  he  there  explained  to  me  the  plan  of  opera- 
tions. This,  I  understood  from  him,  did  not  include  the  occupation  of 
Alexandria.  Before  the  troops  moved,  however,  this  part  of  the  plan 
was  changed. 

The  troops  which  crossed,  from  the  original  manuscript  now  in  my 
possession  [were] : 

By  the  Aqueduct.— Staff  commanding  Captain  Wood,  now  Maj.  W.  H. 
Wood,  Seventeenth  U.  S.  Infantry.  Engineers  Woodbury,  Blunt ,  and 
Houston.  Forty-eight  pioneers  of  Fourteenth  Regiment  New  York. 
Colonel  Wood  ;  Sixty -ninth  Regiment  New  York,  Colonel  Corcoran,  and 
250  workmen,  unarmed ;  Fifth  Regiment  New  York,  Colonel  Schwartz - 
walderj  Twenty-eighth  Regiment  New  York,  Colonel  Burns;  one  com- 
pany cavalry  ;  one  section  artillery. 

By  the  Long  Bridge.— Staff  commanding  Colonel  Heintzelman.  Engi- 
neers Alexander,  Prime,  and  Robert.  Twelfth  Regiment  Now  York, 
Colonel  Butterfield ;  Twenty-fifth  Regiment  New  York,  Colonel  Bryan ; 
Seventh  Regiment  New  York,  Colonel  Lefferts ;  Third  Regiment  New 
Jersey,  General  Runyon ;  one  company  cavalry;  one  section  artillery. 

By  steamer.— First  New  York  Zouaves,  Colonel  Ellsworth.  This  reg- 
iment was  encamped  on  the  Potomac  below  the  Eastern  Branch,  and 
was  landed  on  the  wharves  of  Alexandria  under  the  guns  of  the  gun- 
boat Pawnee. 

AUo  by  the  Long  Bridge. — First  Michigan  and  Pioneers,  Colonel  Will- 
cox;  one  company  cavalry;  one  section  artillery. 

Captain  Brackett  commanded  the  company  of  cavalry  (I,  Second  Cav- 
alry) that  crossed  the  Long  Bridge,  and  the  artillery,  I  think,  belonged 
to  Maj.  T.  W.  Sherman's  battery. 

During  the  day  I  warned  the  regiments  to  be  prepared  to  march  at  a 
moment's  notice,  and  at  9  p.  in.  ofl&cers  were  scut  to  the  colonels,  direct- 
ing them  to  march  their  troops  to  the  Washington  end  of  the  Long 
Bridge. 

The  orders  were  to  enter  on  the  bridge  at  2  a.  m.  ou  the  24th  of  May. 
A  few  minutes  before  the  hour  the  head  of  the  column  halted  at  the 
Washington  end  of  the  bridge,  and  precisely  at  the  hour  the  troops 
advanced,  the  Twelfth  New  York,  Colonel  Butterfield,  leading.  Col.  C. 
P.  Stone,  in  command  of  the  District  Volunteers,  had  made  such  admi- 
rable arrangements  that  he  was  enabled  to  take  possession  of  the  Vir- 
ginia end  of  the  bridge  before  any  alarm  was  given,  and  thus  prevented 
the  rebels  from  firing  it.  He  immediately  pushed  forward  on  the  differ- 
ent roads  strong  pickets.  On  the  road  towards  Arlington  they  extended 
as  far  as  the  bridge  across  the  canal. 

Capt.  S.  Owen,  who  commanded  some  of  the  District  Cavalry,  accom- 
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paaied  me,  and  bad  with  him  men  well  acquainted  with  the  country. 
The  morning  was  beautiful  moonlight.  At  the  forks  of  the  road,  where 
Fort  Run  yon  has  since  been  built,  I  turned  the  Twenty-fifth  New  York, 
Colonel  Bryan,  to  the  right. 

I  gave  directions  to  Captain  Owen  to  lead  Colonel  Butterfield's  regi- 
ment as  far  as  the  Four-Mile  Run,  and  it  to  take  post  on  the  right  of 
the  road,  and  then  to  conduct  Colonel  Willcox,  with  the  First  Michigan, 
to  Alexandria,  there  to  unite  with  the  First  New  York  Zouaves,  Colonel 
Ellsworth,  and  occupy  Alexandria.  This  was  done  without  opposition, 
capturing  in  the  town  a  few  rebel  cavalry.  Some  700  rebel  infantry  in 
the  town  had  received  notice  of  the  approach  of  the  troops,  and  were 
ready  to  take  the  cars.  They  escaped  on  the  Orange  and  Alexandria 
Railway,  burning  the  bridges  behind  them.  Our  troops  pursued  a  short 
distance,  also  burning  such  bridges  as  they  had  spared. 

Capt.  H.  G.  Wright,  U.  8.  Engineers,  accompanied  me.  We  advanced 
with  the  Twenty-fifth  New  York  on  the  Columbia  turnpike,  and  took 
post  between  Roach's  and  Dr.  Antisell's,  where  Fort  Albany  now  stands. 
Captain  Brackett's  company  of  cavalry  was  posted  a  short  distance  in 
the  advance  on  the  turnpike.  The  movement  was  made  so  quietly,  that 
the  troops  had  stacked  arms  an  hour  before  the  inhabitants  were  aware 
that  we  had  crossed  the  river. 

As  far  as  I  can  learn,  there  were  only  a  few  men  located  at  the  Vir- 
ginia end  of  the  Long  Bridge.  The  horses  of  two  of  them  we  captured 
to  the  right  of  the  Arlington  road  where  it  leaves  the  Columbia  turn- 
pike, and  a  few  hours  later  the  men  fell  into  our  lines,  and  were  also 
captured.  Communication  was  immediately  made  to  the  right  with 
Captain  Wood  and  to  the  left  with  Colonel  Willcox. 

Thus  was  commenced  the  first  operation  against  the  rebels  in  front  of 
Washington. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  HEINTZELMAN, 
Major -General,  Volunteers. 
Gen.  L.  Thomas,  Adjt.  Oen.  U.  S.  Army,  Washington. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Col.  0.  B.  Willcox,  First  Michigan  Infantry. 

Alexandria,  Va.,  May  24, 1861— 5$  a.  m. 

Alexandria  is  ours.   One  company,  Captain  Ball,  mounted,  thirty-five 
men  and  thirty-five  horses  [captured].   I  regret  to  say  Colonel  Ellsworth 
has  been  shot  by  a  person  m  a  house. 
Yours, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX. 

General  Mansfield. 

I  understand  there  are  troops  of  the  enemy  at  junction. 


No.  4. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col  N.  L.  Famham,  First  Zouaves,  New  York  Militia. 

Alexandria,  Va.,  May  24,  1861 — 5.18  p.  m. 
Sir  :  It  is  my  painful  duty  to  inform  yon  that  Colonel  Ellsworth,  late 
commanding  officer  of  the  First  Zouave  Regiment,  Now  York  Militia, 
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is  no  more.  He  was  ossassiuated  at  the  Marshall  House  after  our  troops 
had  takeu  possession  of  the  city. 

I  am  ignorant  of  the  details  of  the  orders  issued  to  the  regiment,  and 
await  further  instructions.  My  men  are  posted  advantageously  in  the 
streets. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

NOAH  L.  FABNHAM, 
IAeutenant- Colonel^  Commanding  First  Zouaves. 

Brig.  Gen.  Mansfield, 

( <om iHuuti i ng  Department,  Washington. 


No.  5. 


Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  L.  Bonham,  0.  8.  Army,  commanding  at  Ma- 
nassas, Va. 

Manassas,  Va.,  May  24, 1861. 

By  all  accounts,  the  enemy  crossed  the  river  last  night  in  large  force. 
They  stopped  the  Leesburg  train  six  miles  from  Alexandria,  a  reliable 
man  informs  me,  who  saw  them.  They  may  be  moving  on  Leesburg ; 
possibly  on  us.  I  have  just  heard  from  Huuton.  He  has  taken  neces- 
sary measures  to  prevent  surprise  by  rail,  but  they  will  not  move  that 
way.  If  they  attack  us,  we  will  defend  tne  place  to  the  last;  but  our 
troops  are  badly  armed  and  deficient  in  ammunition.  They  have  cap- 
tured Ball's  dragoons.   Send  the  ablest  engineer  to  be  had. 

M.  L.  BONHAM. 

General  Lee. 


Manassas,  Va.,  May  24,  1801. 
Dispatch  received .•  Colonel  Terrett  says  two  troops  of  cavalry 
crossed  the  Chain  Bridge  about  12  o'clock  in  the  night.  I  have  ordered 
some  dragoons  of  Captain  Green's  company  to  burn  the  bridges  as  soon 
as  practicable.  Will  immediately  send  your  dispatch  to  Colonel  Hun- 
ton,  however,  who  I  hope  has  already  accomplished  the  object.  If  you 
can,  send  some  good  artillerist  and  an  engineer. 

M.  L.  BONHAM. 

General  Lee. 


Manassas  Junction,  Va.,  May  25, 1861. 

Colonel  :  Colonel  Terrett,  with  as  many  of  his  troops  as  he  could 
bring  off  with  him,  arrived  at  11  o'clock,  the  enemy  occupying  Alex- 
andria with  one  thousand  troops,  as  is  supposed  by  Colonel  Terrett.  If 
the  enemy  advance  on  this  line  it  is  manifest  that  a  much  larger  force 
is  necessary  here.  There  are  but  six  hundred  infantry  here,  seven  com- 
panies of  Preston's  command  having  gone  to  Harper's  Ferry.  We  need 
artillery  very  much.  There  are  four  small  pieces 'only  here.  I  can  order 
up  the  two  companies  of  cavalry  from  Occoquan  and  Accotink.  There 
is  but  one  troop  of  cavalry  here.  With  a  good  engineer  I  could  get 
on  better.   Will  do  the  best  I  can. 

In  haste,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  L.  BONHAM. 
•  Of  same  dato.   See  "  Correspondence,  etc.,"  post 
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Manassas,  Va.,  May  25, 1861. 

The  information  from  trustworthy  vedettes  indicates  the  enemy  at 
Falls  Church  and  I  J. ill's  Cross  Roads  not  to  exceed  five  or  six  hundred. 
A  rumor  that  a  large  body  was  advancing  towards  Leesburg  needs  con- 
firmation. As  yet  a  number  of  our  troops  are  destitute  of  camp  equip- 
age and  with  but  little  ammunition,  but  exhibit  admirable  spirits. 

M.  L.  BONHAM. 

Major-General  Lee. 

Manassas,  Va.,  May  25, 1861. 

According  to  the  most  reliable  information  from  my  vedettes,  the 
enemy  are  not  over  five  hundred  strong  at  Falls  Church  and  Ball's 
Cross  Roads  each.  No  news  of  any  attempt  by  Occoquan.  Leesburg 
safe  at  4  o'clock  this  moniing.  The  Alexandria  (Va.)  troops  are  here, 
without  cooking  utensils,  and  many  without  arms.  Please  send  to  the 
quartermaster  of  this  place  cooking  utensils  and  other  camp  equipage 
for  six  hundred  men,  as  destitute  men  are  hourly  joining  me.  Caps, 
ammunition,  and  arms  greatly  needed. 

M.  L.  BONHAM. 

General  Lee. 


No.  6. 

Reports  of  Col.  George  H.  TerreU,  C.  S.  forces,  commanding  at  Alexandria. 

Manassas,  Va.,  May  24, 1861. 

The  Northern  troops,  six  thousand  strong,  marched  into  Alexandria 
at  4.30  o'clock  this  morning.  The  Virginia  forces,  five  hundred  in  num- 
ber, retreated  in  good  order,  their  rear  guard  in  sight  of  and  within  two 
hundred  yards  of  the  advance  guard  of  the  enemy.  A  large  cavalry 
force  crossed  the  Chain  Bridge  at  12  o'clock  last  night  Destination 
supposed  to  be  somewhere  on  the  line  of  the  Loudoun  and  Hampshire 
Railroad. 

GEO.  H.  TERRETT. 

Major  General  Lee. 


Manassas  Junction,  Va., 
Camp  Pickens,  May  28, 1861. 

Sib  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  headquarters,  of  this  day's 
date,  in  regard  to  the  capture  of  Captain  Ball  and  his  troop,  I  have  to 
report  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  instant,  about  1.30  a.  m,,  Captain 
Ball  came  to  my  quarters  and  reported  that  one  of  the  vedettes^stationed 
at  the  Chain  Bridge,  about  three  miles  west  of  Georgetown,  D.  C,  had 
informed  him  that  a  squadron  of  cavalry  had  crossed  over  to  the  Vir- 
ginia shore.  I  immediately  ordered  my  command  under  arms,  to  await 
further  orders.  About  5.30  a.  m.  an  officer  wfts  sent  from  the  steamer 
Pawnee,  Northern  Navy,  to  inform  me  that  an  overwhelming  force  was 
about  entering  the  city  of  Alexandria/and  it  would  be  madness  to  resist, 
and  that  I  could  have  until  9  a.  m.  to  evacuate  or  surrender.  I  then 
ordered  the  troops  under  my  command  to  assemble  at  the  place  desig- 
nated by  me  on  assuming  command  in  Alexandria,  that  I  might  either 
resist  or  fell  back,  as  circumstances  might  require.   As  soon  as  the 
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troops  were  formed,  which  was  promptly  done,  I  repaired  to  the  com- 
mand, and  then,  ascertaining  that  the  enemy  were  entering  the  city  by 
Washington  street,  and  that  several  steamers  had  been  placed  so  that 
their  guns  could  command  many  of  the  principal  streets,  I  ordered  the 
command  to  march,  and  proceeded  ont  of  the  city  by  Duke  street.  Cap- 
tain Ball  accompanied  me  as  far  as  his  quarters,  a  little  west  of  the  rail- 
road depot,  where  he  halted,  and  I  proceeded  to  the  cars,  which  were 
about  half  a  mile  from  the  depot,  where  I  had  ordered  them  to  be  stopped, 
and,  from  orders  given  before  marching  out  of  the  city,  the  cavalry  was 
to  follow  in  my  rear,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  me  information  in  regard 
to  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  Captain  Powell  followed  my  instruc- 
tions, and  why  Captain  Ball  did  not  I  am  unable  to  report. 
Respectfully,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  TERRETT, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Alexandria. 

Lieut  Col.  Thomas  Jordan,  ^ 


MAY  26-30,  1861—Advance  upon  and  occupation  of  Grafton,  W.  Va.,  by 

United  States  forces. 

REPORTS. 
No.  1. — Maj.  Gon.  George  B.  McClellan,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2. — Col.  C.  Q.  Tompkins,  commauding  Confederate  forces  in  the  Kanawha  Valley. 
No.  3.-Col.  George  A.  Porterfleld,  commanding  Confederate  forces  at  Philippi. 

N0.1. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Oen.  George  B.  McClellan,  U.  8.  Army. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Cincinnati,  May  27, 1561. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Gen- 
eral-in-Chiefs  letter  of  the  2 1st,  *  together  with  telegram  of  the  24th  and 
26th.  My  time  has  been  so  much  occupied,  both  by  day  and  night,  that 
I  have  been  unable  to  reply  to  the  General's  letter,  nor  can  I  at  the 
present  moment  do  more  than  acknowledge  its  receipt 

I  was  engaged  in  maturing  plans  to  carry  out  the  General's  tele- 
graphic instructions,  when  I  learned  by  telegram  that  two  bridges  on 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  near  Farmington  Station,  had  been 
burned  on  Saturday  night.  I  received  this  information  late  yesterday 
afternoon  at  Camp  Dennison.  I  at  once  returned  to  the  city.  Colonel 
Kelley,  of  the  First  Virginia  Volunteers,  with  his  own  regiment  and  four 
companies  of  the  Second,  are  ordered  by  telegraph  to  move  without  delay 
from  Wheeling  towards  Fairmont,  guarding  the  bridges  as  they  pro- 
ceed. Colonel  Irvine,  Sixteenth  Ohio,  at  Bcllaire,  was  ordered  to  sup- 
port the  movement.  Colonel  Steedman,  Fourteenth  Ohio,  supported  by 
the  Eighteenth  and  two  light  guns,  was  ordered  to  occupy  Parkersburg 
and  the  lines  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  towards  Grafton.  I 
should  premise  that  I  had  received  information  that  the  rebels  intended 
to  destroy  the  rest  of  the  bridges  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad. 

•  Letter  not  fonnd.   For  telegrams  see  ' '  Corrcsponden  ce,  etc , "  pott 
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I  inclose  copies  of  my  telegraphic  and  written  orders  to  these  officers; 
also  of  a  proclamation  ordered  to  be  distribated  among  the  inhabitants 
as  the  troops  advance,  and  of  an  address  to  be  issued  to  the  troops. 
These  are  very  hurriedly  prepared,  but  I  hope  they  will  meet  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Lieutenant-General. 

Colonel  Kelley  left  Wheeling  at  about  7  a.m.  to-day.  Colonel  Irvine 
crossed  to  Benwood  at  about  10  o'clock.  Colonel  Steedman  moved  to 
Parker8burg  at  about  10  o'clock.  By  telegraph  this  morning  I  directed 
the  necessary  supplies  to  re-establish  the  telegraphic  communication, 
and  to  repair  the  bridges,  &c,  to  be  forwarded  at  once  from  Wheeling. 

General  Morris  holds  himself  ready  to  move  from  Indianapolis,  on 
receipt  of  telegraphic  orders^  with  from  two  to  Ave  regiments,  should  it 
become  necessary.  The  regiments  at  Camp  Dennison  are  in  the  midst 
of  the  process  of  reorganization  for  three  years'  service.  By  to-morrow 
night  one  fine  regiment  will  be  ready  to  move,  and  the  others  will  soon 
be  prepared.  I  hope,  however,  that  the  force  already  detailed  towards 
Grafton  will  suffice  for  the  end  in  view.  I  telegraphed  this  morning  to 
Major  Oakes,  making  him  an  acting  aide-de-camp  temporarily,  that  he 
might  be  able  to  interfere  authoritatively  should  it  prove  necessary. 

Hoping  that  my  course  will  meet  the  approval  of  the  General, 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B;  McCLELLAN, 
Major- General,  U.  8.  Army,  Commanding  Department. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

P.  S. — Nothing  is  yet  known  by  the  public  of  this  movement.  I  have 
thus  far  succeeded  in  keeping  it  secret,  and  hope  to  do  so  until  Grafton 
is  occupied  or  the  troops  considerably  advanced. 

P.  P.  8.— Have  this  instant  heard  from  Colonel  Kelley,  as  follows : 

Manninoton,  Va. 

Agroeably  to  you  r  orders,  I  left  my  camp  this  morning  at  5  o'clock  with  my  regiment 
and  Captain  Hayes'  company  of  the  Second  Regiment.  Jnst  arrived  here  without  acci- 
dent or  casualty.  Found  the  road  in  good  order.  Bridges  all  safe,  and  guarded  by 
the  railroad-company  men  and  loyal  citizens.  Will  move  forward  four  miles  to  the 
burned  bridges.  This  town  will  be  occupied  by  Colonel  Irvine,  who  follows.  We  will 
repair  bridges  soon  as  possible. 

I  also  hear  that  Parkersburg  is  occupied  and  all  quiet 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN. 


flnclonure  Mo.  Li 


Instructions  to  Col.  B.  F.  Kelley,  First  Virginia  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Ohio, 

Cincinnati,  May  26, 1861. 

Col  B.  F.  Kelley,  First  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers : 

Colonel  :  I  have  telegraphed  you  this  evening,  instructing  you  to 
make  a  forward  movement  on  Fairmont.  The  principal  reason  for  this 
order  was  the  burning  of  the  bridges,  which  caused  me  to  anticipate,  by 
some  two  or  three  days,  the  more  carefully  prepared  measures  I  had 
contemplated,  with  the  intention  of  not  only  securing  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad,  but  also  of  driving  all  the  armed  secessionists  out  of 
Western  Virginia. 

In  your  present  movement  you  will  be  careful  to  run  no  unnecessary 
risk,  for  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  we  should  not  meet  even  with  a 
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partial  check  at  the  outset  If  you  find  yourself  in  front  of  any  hostile 
Jorce  that,  either  by  superiority  of  numbers,  position,  or  artillery,  is 
likely  to  render  an  attack  doubtful,  you  will  remain  in  observation,  and 
at  once  send  for  assistance,  which  can  be  promptly  rendered  to  any 
desirable  extent.  The  chief  object  of  your  advance  is  to  prevent  any 
further  destruction  of  the  railroad.  You  will  not  move  on  Grafton 
without  restoring  the  bridges  in  your  rear,  unless  you  receive  positive 
information  that  Colonel  Steedman's  command  has  actually  reached 
Grafton,  or  a  neighboring  point,  where  you  can  without  doubt  unite 
with  him. 

Colonel  Steedman  occupies  Parkersburg  to-morrow  morning  with  two 
regiments,  and  will  then  proceed  to  take  possession  of  the  line  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  as  far  towards  Grafton  as  he  can  with 
safety. 

You  will  exercise  the  utmost  vigilance  in  preserving  the  discipline 
of  your  men,  see  that  the  property  and  rights  of  the  inhabitants  are  in 
every  respect  carefully  protected,  and  use  every  effort  to  conciliate  the 
people  and  strengthen  the  Union  feeling.  You  will  at  once  make  a 
requisition  upon  the  chief  quartermaster  of  this  department  for  such 
supplies  as  may  be  necessary  for  your  command.  In  the  mean  time, 
make  the  best  use  you  can  of  the  means  uow  in  your  possession. 
Colonel  Irvine  will  be  Under  your  orders. 

With  every  confidence  that  you  will  leave  nothing  undone  to  carry 
out  the  very  delicate  and  important  duty  with  which  you  are  intrusted, 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Department. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Cincinnati,  May  26,  1861. 

Col.  B.  F.  Kelley, 

First  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers,  Wheeling : 

If  you  have  reliable  information  that  bridges  of  the  Baltimore  aud 
Ohio  Railroad  have  been  burned,  you  will  at  once  procure  transportation 
on  that  railroad,  and  move  your  whole  command,  iucluding  the  sep- 
arate companies  of  Virginia  volunteers  not  attached  to  your  regiment, 
as  near  to  Fairmont  as  can  be  done  without  endangering  the  safety  of 
your  command.  Leave  a  sufficient  guard  to  protect  the  bridges  and 
other  structures  most  liable  to  destruction.  Colonel  Irvine,  of  the  Six- 
teenth Ohio,  is  ordered  to  cross  the  river  aud  support  you.  Telegraph 
me  constantly  as  to  the  state  of  affairs,  and  how  much  support  you  need. 
Conduct  the  preliminaries  of  your  movemeut  with  as  much  secrecy  as 
possible,  and  see  that  the  telegraph  conveys  no  intimation  of  it  in  any 
direction.  Consult  Major  Oaken  freely.  The  move  must  be  made  with 
the  greatest  promptness  to  secure  the  bridges.  Take  at  least  one  week's 
rations.  Aceouterments  will  follow  you  to  morrow.  I  count  on  your 
prudence  and  courage.  Preserve  the  strictest  discipline.  See  that  the 
rights  aud  property  of  the  people  are  respected,  and  repress  all  attempts 
at  negro  insurrection. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
MajorQeneral,  U.  8.  Army,  Comnanding  Department. 
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[Incloaurc  No.  2.] 

Instructions  to  Colonel  J.  Irvine,  Sixteenth  Ohio  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Cincinnati,  May  20,  1861. 

Colonel  Irvine, 

Sixteenth  Regiment  0.  V.  M.,  Bellaire : 

Colonel  Kelley  is  ordered  to  occupy  the  bridges  on  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad  as  far  towards  Fairmont  as  can  be  done  with  safety.  You 
will  cross  the  river,  and  support  the  movement  with  your  entire  com- 
mand. Leave  a  detachmeEt  to  guard  the  bridge  over  the  Ohio  and 
secure  Wheeling.  Advance  the  rest  of  your  command  at  least  as  far  as 
Fish  Creek.  Bender  all  assistance  in  preserving  the  bridges.  I  do  not 
expect  you  to  be  driven  back.  Support  will  soon  reach  you  if  necessary. 
Preserve  the  strictest  discipline.  Take  one  week's  rations.  See  that 
the  rights  and  property  of  the  people  are  respected,  and  repress  all 
attempts  at  negro  insurrection. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding  Department. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Cincinnati,  May  20, 1861. 

Colonel  Irvine, 

Commanding  Sixteenth  Regiment  0.  V.  M.,  Bellaire : 

Colonel  :  I  have  to  night  telegraphed  you  to  cross  to  Wheeling  with 
your  command  and  support  a  forward  movement  to  bo  made  by  Colonel 
Kelley.  As  Colonel  K.  has  been  mustered  into  the  United  States 
service,  you  will  please  report  to  him  with  your  regiment  for  duty,  and 
follow  his  instructions.  I  am  sure,  colonel,  that  I  can  rely  upon  your 
giving  your  full  and  cordial  support  to  this  advance,  and  that  the  repu- 
tation of  the  Ohio  troops  will  lose  nothing  in  your  hands.  Please  be 
careful  to  preserve  the  most  rigid  discipline,  and  do  all  in  your  power 
to  strengthen  the  Union  sentiment. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Department. 

[Tuclotmre  No.  3.] 

Instructions  to  Col.  J.  B.  Steedman,  Fourteenth  Regiment  Ohio  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Cincinnati,  May  2(3,  1801 . 

Colonel  Steedman, 

Commanding  Fourteenth  Regiment,  Marietta  : 

You  will  on  receipt  of  this  cross  the  river  and  occupy  Parkersburg. 
The  Eighteenth  [OhioJ  Regiment  at  Athens  is  ordered  to  report  to  you. 
You  will  at  once  move  forward  by  rail  towards  Grafton,  as  far  as  can 
be  done  with  prudence,  leaving  sufficient  guards  at  Parkersburg  and 
the  bridges  as  you  advance.  Avail  yourself  of  the  assistance  of  the 
armed  Union  men.   Preserve  the  strictest  discipline,  and  do  all  in  your 

Sjwer  to  conciliate.   If  you  have  to  fight,  remember  that  the  honor  of 
hio  is  in  your  hands.  Communicate  fully.  See  that  the  rebels  receive 
no  information  by  telegraph.   Take  one  week's  rations.   See  that  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


48 


OPERATIONS  IN  MD.,  PA.,  VA.,  AND  W.  VA.       [Cnxr.  IX 


rights  and  property  of  the  people  are  respected,  and  repress  all  attempts 
at  negro  insurrection. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major- General,  U.  8.  Army,  Commanding  Department 

[InoWeNo.  4.] 

Instructions  to  Brig.  Gen.  T.  A.  Morris. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Ohio, 

Cincinnati,  May  26, 1861. 

Brigadier- General  Morris,  Indianapolis: 

Yon  will  probably  be  ordered  to-morrow  to  move  with,  say,  two  reg- 
iments to  Wheeling  or  Parkeraburg.  Circumstances  may  change  this, 
but  be  ready.  Keep  this  secret;  and  when  you  do  move,  give  out 
Pittsburgh,  or  some  other  point,  as  your  destination. 

GEO.  B.  MoCLELLAN, 
Major-Oeneral,  U.  8.  Army,  Commanding  Department. 

(laolMore  No.  5.] 

Proclamation  to  the  People  of  Western  Virginia. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Ohio, 

Cincinnati,  May  26, 1861. 

To  the  Union  Men  of  Western  Virginia : 

Virgin i ans  :  The  General  Government  has  long  enough  endured  the 
machinations  of  a  few  factious  rebels  in  your  midst.  Armed  traitors 
have  in  vain  endeavored  to  deter  you  from  expressing  your  loyalty  at 
the  polls.  Having  failed  in  this  infamous  attempt  to  deprive  you  of  the 
exercise  of  your  dearest  rights,  they  now  seek  to  inaugurate  a  reign  of 
terror,  and  thus  force  you  to  yield  to  their  schemes,  and  submit  to  the 
yoke  of  the  traitorous  conspiracy  dignified  by  the  name  of  Southern  Con- 
federacy. 

They  are  destroying  the  property  of  citizens  of  your  State  and  ruining 
your  magnificent  railways.  The  General  Government  has  heretofore 
carefully  abstained  from  sending  troops  across  the  Ohio,  or  even  from 
posting  them  along  its  banks,  although  frequently  urged  by  many  of 
your  prominent  citizens  to  do  so.  I  determined  to  await  the  result  of 
the  late  election,  desirous  that  no  one  might  be  able  to  say  that  the 
slightest  effort  had  been  made  from  this  side  to  influence  the  free  expres- 
sion of  your  opinion,  although  the  many  agencies  brought  to  bear  upon 
you  by  the  rebels  were  well  known. 

You  have  now  shown,  under  the  most  adverse  circumstances,  that  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  of  Western  Virginia  are  true  and  loyal  to  that 
beneficent  Government  under  which  we  and  our  fathers  have  lived  so 
long.  As  soon  as  the  result  of  the  election  was  known  the  traitors  com- 
menced their  work  of  destruction.  The  General  Government  cannot 
close  its  ears  to  the  demand  you  have  made  for  assistance.  I  have 
ordered  troops  to  cross  the  river.  They  come  as  your  friends  and 
brothers — as  enemies  only  to  the  armed  rebels  who  are  preying  upon 
you.  Your  homes,  your  families,  and  your  property  are  safe  under  our 
protection.   All  your  rights  shall  be  religiously  respected. 

Notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said  by  the  traitors  to  induce  you 
to  believe  that  our  advent  among  you  will  be  signalized  by  interference 
with  your  slaves,  understand  one  thing  clearly— not  only  will  we  abstain 
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from  all  such  interference,  bnt  we  will,  on  the  contrary,  with  an  iron  hand, 
crash  any  attempt  at  insurrection  on  their  part,  tfow  that  we  are  in 
your  midst,  I  call  upon  you  to  fly  to  arms  and  support  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. 

Sever  the  connection  that  binds  you  to  traitors.  Proclaim  to  the  world 
that  the  faith  and  loyalty  so  long  boasted  by  the  Old  Dominion  are  still 
preserved  in  Western  Virginia,  and  that  you  remain  true  to  the  Stars 
and  Stripes. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAN, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 

(Incloeure  No. «.] 

Address  to  the  Soldiers  of  the  Expedition. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Ohio, 

Cincinnati,  May  26, 1861. 

Soldiers  :  You  are  ordered  to  cross  the  frontier  and  enter  upon  the 
soil  of  Virginia.  Your  mission  is  to  restore  peace  and  confidence,  to  pro- 
tect the  majesty  of  the  law,  and  to  rescue  our  brethren  from  the  grasp 
of  armed  traitors.  You  are  to  act  in  concert  with  the  Virginia  troops, 
and  to  support  their  advance.  I  place  under  the  safeguard  of  your  honor 
the  persons  and  property  of  the  Virginians.  I  know  that  you  will  respect 
their  feelings  and  all  their  rights.  Preserve  the  strictest  discipline ; 
remember  that  each  one  of  you  holds  in  his  keeping  the  honor  of  Ohio 
and  of  the  Union, 

If  you  are  called  upon  to  overcome  armed  opposition,  I  know  that  your 
courage  is  equal  to  the  task ;  but  remember  that  your  only  foes  are  the 
armed  traitors,  and  show  mercy  even  to  them  when  they  are  in  your 
power,  for  many  of  them  are  misguided.  When  under  your  protection 
the  loyal  men  of  Western  Virginia  have  been  enabled  to  organize  and 
arm,  they  can  protect  themselves,  and  you  can  then  return  to  your 
homes  with  the  proud  satisfaction  of  having  preserved  a  gallant  people 
from  destruction. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Maior-QeneraL  XT.  8.  Armv,  Commandina  Department. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Ohio, 

Cincinnati,  May  30, 1861. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  successful  occupation  of 
Grafton  without  the  loss  of  a  single  life.  My  previous  dispatches  have 
informed  you  of  the  circumstances  under  which  the  movement  was  un- 
dertaken and  the  orders  given  for  carrying  it  into  effect.  The  movement 
was  greatly  delayed  by  the  necessity  of  repairing  the  burned  bridges. 
I  constantly  advised  Colonel  Kelley  to  use  great  caution,  and  I  am  happy 
to  say  that  he  has  been  able  to  combine  it  with  unusual  energy. 

He  promptly  arrived  at  the  burned  bridge;  at  once  set  a  working 
party  at  preparing  timber  for  repairs,  moved  an  advanced  guard  for- 
ward to  the  very  important  bridge  over  the  Monongahela,  at  Fairmont, 
and  seized  all  the  secessionists  he  could  find.  At  11  o'clock  this  morn- 
ing he  moved  forward,  and  reached  Grafton  at  2.30  p.  m.  The  seces- 
sionists had  evacuated  the  place  before  his  arrival. 

The  colonel  will  pursue  them  on  the  Beverly  road  in  the  morning  and 
endeavor  to  capture  at  least  some  arms  that  they  sent  away  before  they 
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retreated.  I  cannot  commend  too  highly  the  prudence  and  energy  dis- 
played by  Colonel  Kelley  in  this  movement.  He  has  in  every  instance 
carried  out  his  instructions,  and  has  displayed  very  high  military  quali- 
ties. I  beg  to  recommend  to  the  General  that  he  may  be  made  a  briga- 
dier-general of  the  Virginia  Volunteers. 

It  is  a  source  of  very  great  satisfaction  to  me  that  we  have  occupied 
Grafton  without  the  sacrifice  of  a  single  life.  Colonel  Steed  man's 
advance  from  Parkersburg  has  not  been  so  prompt  as  that  of  Colonel 
Kelley.   He  has  met  with  many  difficulties  on  his  route. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  movement  has  caused  a  very  great  increase 
of  the  Union  feeling.  I  am  now  organizing  a  movement  on  the  valley 
of  the  Great*  Kanawha ;  will  go  there  in  person,  and  endeavor  to  cap- 
ture the  occupants  of  the  secession  camp  at  Buffalo,  then  occupy  the 
Gauley  Bridge,  and  return  in  time  to  direct  such  movements  on  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee  as  may  become  necessary. 

I  will  make  a  moro  detailed  report  when  I  receive  Colonel  Kelley's 
full  report. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major  General,  U.  8.  Army. 

Lieut  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend,  A.  A.  Q. 


No.  2. 

Reports  of  Col.  C.  Q.  Tompkins,  commanding  Confederate  forces  in  the 

Kanawha  Valley. 

Staunton,  Va.,  May  29, 1861. 

Troops  are  rapidly  gathering  along  the  Ohio  border,  several  hundred 
at  Gallipolis,  and  a  large  camp  at  Oak  Hill.  David  Kirkpatrick,  bearer 
of  above  to  Staunton,  will  bo  in  Richmond  to-morrow,  with  letters  from 
Colonel  Tompkins. 

C.  Q.  TOMPKINS, 
Colonel,  Virginia  Volunteers. 

CoL  R.  S.  Gabnett. 


Kanawha  Couet-House,  Va.,  May  30, 1861. 

Sib  :  The  threatening  aspect  of  affairs  in  this  quarter  induces  me  to 
send  Lieutenant-Colonel  McCausland  to  explain  in  detail  matters  that 
could  not  be  discussed  by  letter.  He  will  inform  you  of  the  disaffection 
of  this  population  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring  reliable  troops  for  the 
emergency.  There  can  bo  no  doubt  now  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
enemy  to  occupy  as  much  of  this  country  as  he  may  find  open  to  inva- 
sion, and  your  attention  is  specially  called  to  the  necessity  of  sending, 
as  early  as  practicable,  a  force  at  least  sufficient  to  hold  this  valley  in 
security.  I  have  now  under  my  command  here  three  hundred  and  forty 
men,  and  when  the  companies  now  in  process  of  formation  in  this  valley 
shall  have  been  completed  it  is  probable  their  numbers  will  not  exceed 
one  thousand  men.  It  is  doubtful,  in  my  mind,  whether  the  militia  will 
obey  a  call  to  the  field.  For  these  reasons  it  would  seem  proper  that 
re-enforcements  should  be  sent  from  such  sources  as  you  may  deem  proper. 
I  beg  leave,  respectfully,  to  urge  the  importance  of  sending  us  rifles,  with 


Digitized  by  Google 


Ciiap.IX.J         UNION  FORCE8  OCCUPY  ORAFTON,  W.  VA.  51 


suitable  ammunition,  and  I  again  request  that  staff  officers  for  this  de- 
partment may  be  drawn  from  the  troops  comprising  this  command. 
Very  respectfully, 

0.  Q.  TOMPKINS, 

flis  Excellency  Governor  Letcher. 

[Inclororo.) 

Charleston,  Kanawha  County,  Va.,  May  30, 1861. 

Men  of  Virginia  I  Men  of  Kanaicha  !  To  Arms  ! 

The  enemy  has  invaded  your  soil  and  threatens  to  overrun  your  coun- 
try under  the  pretext  of  protection.  You  cannot  6ervo  two  masters. 
You  have  not  the  right  to  repudiate  allegiance  to  your  own  State.  Be 
not  seduced  by  his  sophistry  or  intimidated  by  his  threats.  Rise  and 
strike  for  your  firesides  and  altars.  Repel  the  aggressors  and  preserve 
your  honor  and  your  rights.  Rally  in  every  neighborhood  with  or  with- 
out arms.  Organize  and  unite  with  the  sons  of  the  soil  to  defend  it. 
Report  yourselves  without  delay  to  those  nearest  to  you  in  military 
position.  Come  to  the  aid  of  your  fathers,  brothers,  and  comrades  in 
arms  at  this  place,  who  are  here  for  the  protection  of  your  mothers, 
wives,  and  sisters.  Let  every  man  who  would  uphold  his  rights  turn 
out  with  such  arms  as  he  may  get  and  drive  the  invader  back. 

C.  Q.  TOMPKINS, 
Colonel,  Virginia  Volunteers,  Commandite. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Col.  George  A.  Portcrfield,  commanding  Confederate  forces  at 

JPhihppt. 

Hraj>quarter8  of  Virginia  Forces, 

FhUippi,  Va.,  May  29,  1801. 

Colonel  :  On  the  27th  instant  I  received  reliable  information  of  a 
contemplated  movement  among  those  hostile  to  us,  by  which  a  largo 
body  of  men  were  intended  to  bo  precipitated  upon  me  in  the  rear,  by 
the  railroad,  without  notice,  and  in  a  few  hours'  time.  I  was  also 
assured  that  about  fifteen  hundred  Federal  troops  had  collected  at 
Marietta,  some  at  Bcllaire,  one  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  on  the 
island  opposite  Wheeling ;  in  fact,  that  there  were  considerable  bodies 
of  men  everywhere  on  that  border  that  could  be  easily  collected  and 
launched  therefrom.  In  this  state  of  things  I  ordered  some  of  the 
bridges  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  northwest  of  Fairmont 
to  be  destroyed,  which  order  was  carried  into  effect  by  tho  destruction 
of  two  between  Farmington  and  Mannington,  about  thirty -five  miles 
northwest  of  Graft ou. 

I  also  sent  out  an  expedition  to  destroy  a  bridge  of  the  Northwestern 
Virgiuia  Railroad,  fifty  or  sixty  miles  west  of  Grafton.  Tho  object  of 
this  expedition  has,  I  am  informed,  been  accomplished,  although  my 
l>arty  has  not  yet  returned.  I  caused  a  small  bridge  of  the  same  road, 
about  fifteen  miles  west  of  Grafton,  to  be  destroyed,  but  I  learn  that  it 
has  been  repaired  by  tho  company,  so  that  trains  pass  over  it. 

On  tho  eveniug  of  the  27th  I  received  information  of  the  arrival,  by 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  of  a  body  of  troops,  variously  esti- 
mated at  from  one  thousand  to  three  thousand,  at  the  burned  bridges 


Digitized  by  Google 


52  OPERATIONS  IN  MD.,  PA.,  VA.,  AND  W.  VA.       [Chap.  IX 


near  Mannington.  It  was  supposed  that  these  men  would  be  followed 
by  others  as  soon  as  the  house-cars  which  contained  them  could  be 
returned  to  the  Ohio  River.  In  this  state  of  things  I  inquired  of  Gene- 
ral Johnston,  by  telegraph  (the  Grafton  end  of  which  only  was  under 
the  control  of  our  friends,- so  far  as  I  know)  if  he  could  re  enforce  me. 
For  reply,  I  was  informed  that  no  men  could  be  sent  from  his  command 
at  Harper's  Ferry. 

On  the  28th,  learning  from  the  most  reliable  persons  that  the  invad- 
ing force  had  reached  Fairmont,  twenty  miles  northwest  of  Grafton, 
and  thinking  that  the  latter  point,  from  its  topography  and  the  charac- 
ter of  its  population  (a  good  part  of  which  would  have  united  with  our 
enemies  upon  their  appearance)  was  not  an  eligible  one  for  us,  aud 
considering  our  very  inadequate  supply  of  provisions  and  ammunition, 
particularly  caps,  and  that  our  number  of  infantry  was  small  (not  more 
than  about  five  hundred  and  fifty),  and  the  want  of  any  sort  of  training 
or  military  disclipine  among  our  men,  aud  being  informed  that  other 
bodies  of  men  besides  those  first  spoken  of  had  passed  the  burned 
bridges  by  means  of  temporary  repairs  of  them,  and  approached  Fair- 
mont, I  concluded  to  remove  the  State  arms  and  stores  to  Philippi,  about 
fifteen  miles  in  our  rear,  there  establish  a  depot,  in  a  friendly  country, 
to  concentrate  such  volunteers  as  were  on  the  way  or  could  be  easily 
and  speedily  attracted  to  that  point,  and  there  to  organize  and  strengthen 
my  command.  I  met  on  the  way  an  unarmed  company  of  volunteers 
from  Upshur,  and  at  Philippi  I  was  joined  by  a  well-armed  company 
of  horse  from  Rockbridge.  I  have  been  compelled  to  send  home,  for 
want  of  arms  to  supply  them  with,  a  company  of  horse  from  Pocahon- 
tas, and  to  dismiss  to  their  homes  for  a  short  time  a  like  company  raised 
in  Barbour. 

As  soon  as  I  can  organize  my  command,  which  I  hope  to  do  soon,  I 
will  return  to  some  more  eligible  point  in  the  neighborhood  of  Grafton, 
which  will  enable  me  to  command  both  railroads,  and  in  the  mean  time 
I  hope  to  be  able  more  effectually  to  cut  off  the  railroad  communications 
east  aud  west  of  that  place.  The  railroad  is  unquestionably  used  by  the 
company  against  us,  and  I  may  be  obliged,  for  the  safety  of  the  command 
at  Harper's  Ferry,  to  make  further  destruction  of  it 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  PORTERFIELD, 

Colonel  of  Volunteers. 

Col.  R.  S.  Gabnett. 


MAY  27-29,  1861.— Expedition  to  and  occupation  of  Newport  Hews,  Va. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  B.  F^Butier,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department 

of  Vit 


Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

May  27,  1801. 

Sir:  The  expedition  (of  which  I  gave  you  information  in  my  former 
dispatch)  to  Newport  News  got  off  in  fine  style  this  morning  about  7 
o'clock.  I  have  added  to  the  expedition  the  Eighth  New  York  Regiment, 
780  strong,  which  came  here  on  board  the  Empire  City  on  Sunday  after- 
noon, and  they  proceeded  without  debarking.  I  also  added  two  0-pouuder 
aud  two  12-pounder  guus.  with  a  detachment  of  twenty-five  men  from 
Colonel  Dimick's  command,  who  are  intended  to  act  as  drill-masters  to 
the  voluuteers  in  the  exercise  of  the  guns.  My  purpose  is  to  intrench 
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and  hold  that  poiut,  and  ultimately  to  mount  a  few  heavy  guns,  which 
will  command  that  channel  of  approach  to  James  River. 

Since  I  wrote  my  last  dispatch  the  question  in  regard  to  slave  prop- 
erty is  becoming  one  of  very  serious  magnitude.  The  inhabitants  of 
Virginia  are  using  their  negroes  in  the  batteries,  and  are  preparing  to 
send  their  women  and  children  South.  The  escapes  from  them  are  very 
numerous,  and  a  squad  has  come  in  this  morning  to  my  pickets,  bringing 
with  them  their  women  and  children.  Of  course  these  cannot  be  dealt 
with  upon  the  theory  on  which  I  designed  to  treat  the  services  of  able- 
bodied  men  and  women  who  might  come  within  my  lines,  and  of  which 
I  gave  you  a  detailed  account  in  my  last  dispatch.  I  am  in  the  utmost 
doubt  what  to  do  with  this  species  of  property.  Up  to  this  time  I  have 
had  come  within  my  lines  men  and  women  with  their  children — entire 
families — each  family  belonging  to  the  same  owner.  I  have  therefore 
determined  to  employ,  as  I  can  do  very  profitably,  the  able-bodied  per- 
sons in  the  party,  issuing  proper  food  for  the  support  of  all,  and  charging 
against  their  services  the  expense  of  care  and  sustenance  of  the  non- 
laborers,  keeping  a  strict  and  accurate  account  as  well  of  the  services  as 
of  the  expenditures,  having  the  worth  of  the  services  and  the  cost  of  the 
expenditures  determined  by  a  board  of  survey,  hereafter  to  be  detailed. 
I  know  of  no  other  manner  in  which  to  dispose  of  this  subject  and  the 
questions  connected  therewith.  As  a  matter  of  property  to  the  insur- 
gents it  will  be  of  very  great  moment,  the  number  I  now  have  amount- 
ing, as  I  am  informed,  to  what  in  good  times  would  be  of  the  value  of 
$60,000.  Twelve  of  these  negroes,  I  am  informed,  have  escaped  from 
the  erection  of  batteries  on  SewelTs  Point,  which  this  morning  fired  upon 
my  expedition  as  it  passed  by  out  of  range.  As  a  means  of  offense, 
therefore,  in  the  enemy's  hands,  these  negroes,  when  able-bodied,  are  of 
the  last  importance.  Without  them  the  batteries  could  not  have  been 
erected,  at  least  for  many  weeks.  As  a  military  question,  it  would  seem 
to  be  a  measure  of  necessity  to  deprive  their  masters  of  their  services. 
How  can  this  be  done!  As  a  political  question  and  a  question  of 
humanity,  can  I  receive  the  services  of  the  lather  and  mother  and  not 
take  the  children!  Of  the  humanitarian  aspect  I  have  no  doubt.  Of 
the  political  one  I  have  no  right  to  judge.  I  therefore  submit  all  this  to 
your  better  judgment;  and  as  these  questions  have  a  political  aspect,  I 
have  ventured — and  I  trust  I  am  not  wron^  in  so  doing — to  duplicate  the 
parte  of  my  dispatches  relatiug  to  this  subject,  and  forward  them  to  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

It  was  understood  when  I  left  Washington  that  the  three  Massachu- 
setts regiments,  two  of  which  are  at  the  Belay  House,  should  be  for- 
warded to  me  here,  and  also  Cook's  light  battery,  of  which  I  have  the 
utmost  need,  if  I  am  expected  even  to  occupy  an  exteuded  camp  with 
safety.  May  I  ask  the  attention  of  the  Commanding  General  to  this 
subject,  and  inquire  if  the  exigencies  of  the  service  will  permit  these 
troops  to  be  sent  to  me  immediately  f  I  have  to  report  the  arrival  of  no 
more  troops  except  the  New  York  Eighth  since  my  last  dispatch.  The 
steamship  Wabash,  which  was  expected  here  to  take  the  place  of  the 
Minnesota,  has  not  yet  reported  herself.  The  Harriet  Lane  has  reported 
herself  here  from  Charleston,  and  is  employed  in  convoying  the  Newport 
News  expedition.  I  find  myself  extremely  short  of  ammunition,  having 
but  a  total  in  magazine  of  86,000  rounds,  of  which  5,000  rounds  only 
are  for  the  smooth-bore  niusket,  and  the  major  part  of  my  command  are 
provided  with  that  arm.  May  I  desire  the  attention  of  the  Lieutenant- 
General  to  this  state  of  facts,  and  ask  that  a  large  amount  of  ammuni- 
tion for  that  arm— I  would  suggest u  buck  and  ball7'— be  ordered  forward 
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from  the  Ordnance  Department!  The  assistant  adjutant-general  has 
made  a  requisition  for  this  purpose.  I  will  endeavor  to  keep  the  Lieu- 
tenant- General  informed  daily  of  any  occurrences  of  interest,  provided 
I  am  not  interfered  with  by  the  irregularity  of  the  mails  and  modes  of 
conveyance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEN  J.  F.  BUTLER. 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-General  Scott. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Virginia, 

May  29,  1861. 

Sir:  The  expedition  to  Newport  News,  of  which  I  spoke  in  my  last, 
eight  miles  from  this  place,  landed  without  opposition.  1  have  caused  an 
intrenched  camp  to  be  made  there,  which,  when  completed,  will  be  able 
to  hold  itself  against  any  force  that  may  be  brought  against  it,  and 
afford  even  a  better  depot  from  which  to  advance  than  Fortress  Monroe. 
The  advantages  of  the  News  arc  these:  There  are  two  springs  of  very 
pure  water  there;  the  bluff  is  a  fine,  healthy  location.  It  has  two  good, 
commodious  wharves,  to  which  steamers  of  any  draught  of  water  may 
come  up  at  all  stages  of  the  tide;  it  is  as  near  any  point  of  operation 
as  Fortress  .Monroe,  where  we  are  obliged  to  lighter  all  vessels  of  draught 
over  ten  feet,  and  have  but  one  wharf.  The  News,  upon  which  I  propose 
to  have  a  water  battery  of  four  8-inch  guns,  commands  the  ship  channel 
of  James  River,  and  a  force  there  is  a  perpetual  threat  to  Richmond. 

My  next  point  of  operation  I  propose  shall  be  Pig  Point,  which  is 
exactly  opposite  the  News,  commanding  Nansemond  River.  Once  in 
command  of  that  battery,  which  I  believe  may  be  easily  turned,  I  can 
then  advance  along  the  Nansemond  River  and  easily  take  Suffolk, 
and  there  either  hold  or  destroy  the  railroad  both  between  Richmond 
and  Norfolk,  and  also  between  Norfolk  and  the  South.  With  a  perfect 
blockade  of  Elizabeth  River,  and  taking  and  holding  Suffolk  and  per- 
haps York,  Norfolk  will  be  so  perfectly  hemmed  in,  that  starvation  will 
cause  the  surrender,  without  risking  au  attack  on  the  strongly-fortified 
intrenchments  around  Norfolk,  with  great  loss  and  perhaps  defeat. 

If  this  plan  of  operations  noes  not  meet  the  approval  of  the  Lieu- 
tenant-General I  would  be  glad  of  his  instructions  si>ecifically.  If  it 
is  desirable  to  move  on  Richmond,  James  and  York  Rivers,  both  thus 
held,  would  seem  to  be  the  most  eligible  routes. 

I  have  no  co-operation  substantially  by  the  Navy,  the  only  vessels 
here  now  being  the  Cumberland  and  Harriet  Lane,  the  former  too  un- 
wieldy to  get  near  shore  to  use  her  heavy  guns,  the  other  so  light  in  her 
battery  as  not  to  be  able  to  cope  with  a  single  battery  of  the  rebels. 

1  have  yet  need  of  surf-boats  for  sea-coast  and  river  advances,  and 
beg  leave  to  suggest  this  matter  again  to  you. 

This  evening  the  First  New  York  Regiment,  three  years'  men,  came 
in  on  board  tho  State  of  Georgia.  It  is  in  a  most  shameful  state  as 
regards  camp  equipage,  camp  kettles,  &c. 

Another  matter  needs  pressing  attention.   The  bore  of  a  majority  of 
the  muskets  in  my  command  is  smooth,  of  the  issue  of  '48,  and  I  have 
only  5,000  rounds  of  buck  and  ball  and  no  other  ammunition  to  fit 
this  arm.   Might  I  request  immediate  action  upon  this  vital  subject,  t 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  ol>cdieut  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER. 
Major  General,  Commanding. 

General  Winfield  Scott. 
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MAT  31-June  1,  1861.— Attack  on  Aquia  Creek  batteries,  Va. 


No.  1. — Col.  Daniel  Haggle*,  commanding  Department  of 
No.  2.— CoL  William  B.  Bate,  commanding  Walker's 
No.  3.—M.  W.  Clnakey. 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Col.  Daniel  Ruggles,  commanding  Department  of  Fredericksburg. 


ebs  Department  op  Fredericksburg, 

Fredericksburg,  Va.,  May  30  [f],  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  two  small  steamers  of  the  enemy 
attacked  the  Aquia  Creek  Railroad  buttery  last  eveniug  about  sunset, 
and  fired  some  fourteen  shot  and  shell.  Our  battery  returned  the  tire 
with  twelve  shot  and  shell.  The  contest  terminated  about  9  o'clock, 
when  the  enemy  departed.  One  man  was  slightly  wounded  in  the 
hand  by  the  fragments  of  a  shell.  I  prepared  to  cover  our  front  with 
my  whole  force,  comprising  the  Tennessee  Regiment  and  a  battalion  of 
volunteers,  assembled  at  Gamp  Mercer,  and  proceeded,  with  some  seven 
hundred  men,  to  the  point  attacked,  having  in  view  sendiug  back  the  train 
for  the  remaining  five  hundred.  The  conflict  having  terminated  before 
we  reached  the  scene  of  action,  I  returned  with  the  forces  above  speci- 
fied, reaching  this  town  about  5  a.m.  The  spirit  and  conduct  of  the 
troops  have  been  admirable  in  connection  with  this  little  affair.  Much 
agitation  prevails  along  the  Potomac  coast  from  apprehension  that  the 
enemy  will  land,  in  large  and  small  numbers,  to  devastate  and  plunder. 
I  respectfully  recommend  that  guns  of  heavy  caliber  be  furnished  (say 
12s,  18s,  and  32s),  for  use  at  various  points  on  the  coast  for  surprising 
and  harassing  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  RUGGLES, 
Colonel,  Provisional  Army,  Commanding  Forces. 

Col.  R.  S.  Garnett,  Adjutant-General  Virginia  Forces. 


Fredericksburg,  Va.,  June  1, 1861. 

Sir  :  The  report  has  arrived  this  moment  that  five  of  the  enemy's 
steamers,  with  two  transport  ships,  one  of  which  is  of  considerable  size, 
had  appeared  oft'  Aquia  Creek  battery,  with  the  evident  intention  of 
attacking  it.  When  the  train  left  (11  a.  in.),  soon  after,  heavy  firing 
was  heard  from  that  point.  1  am  in  want  of  at  least  one  thousand 
well-disciplined  volunteers  as  soon  as  it  is  possible  to  scud  them. 
Twenty  thousand  musket-rifle  caps  are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  use 
of  troops  with  percussion  arms.  I  go  to  the  battery  at  once.  Communi- 
cate with  Major  Barton,  acting  assistant  adjutant  general,  to  this  office. 

DANIEL  RUGGLES, 

Colonel,  Provisional  Army. 

Col.  R.  S.  GARNETT,  Adjutant -General. 

Headquarters  Department  op  Fredericksburg, 

Fredericksburg,  Va.,  June  1,  1861. 

Sir:  The  enemy  attacked  the  naval  battery  at  Aquia  Creek  yester- 
day about  10  a.  m.   The  enemy  had  three  war  steamers  and  some  small 
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transports,  not  containing,  however,  many  troops.  They  had  some  long 
boats  or  launches ;  but,  so  far  as  observed,  made  no  preparation  for  land- 
ing. The  fire  on  both  sides  was  skillfully  directed,  and  continned  up  to 
about  1  p.  mM  when  the  steamers  hauled  off,  and,  it  is  supposed,  in  a  par- 
tially disabled  condition.  I  took  all  the  available  forces,  comprising  the 
four  companies  of  infantry  and  one  of  cavalry,  from  this  vicinity,  and 
Colonel  Bate's  Tennessee  (Walker)  Legion  with  me,  reaching  the  Poto- 
mac soon  after  the  firing  ceased.  The  conduct  of  the  troops  in  the  bat- 
teries— that  of  Captain  Walker,  with  his  6-pounder  rifle-guns,  having 
been  brought  early  into  the  action — is  represented  as  having  been  admi- 
rable, including  the  covering  and  protecting  force  on  the  field.  I  have 
transferred  the  Tennessee  (Walker)  Legion  to  Brooke's  Station,  where  I 
have  re-established  Camp  Jackson.  From  that  point  lateral  movements 
may  be  easily  made  to  cross  the  coasts,  and  forward  movements  to  cover 
the  batteries,  with  great  facility. 

The  ladies  are  now  making  tents,  cartridges,  and  belts,  and  I  hope 
soon  to  have  our  forces  sheltered  and  better  equipped.   I  left  Aquia 
Creek  late  last  evening,  and  return  there  this  morning. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  KUGGLES, 
Colonel,  Provisional  Army,  Commanding  Forces. 

Col.  R.  S.  GABNETT,  Adjutant-General  Virginia  Forces. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Fredericksburg, 

Fredericksburg,  Via.,  June  2,  1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  command- 
ing general,  that  four  of  the  enemy's  armed  steamers  commenced  firing 
on  our  batteries  at  Aquia  Creek  yesterday  morning,  at  about  9  o'clock, 
and  continued  until  about  4  p.  m.  On  our  side  nobody  was  hurt  and 
no  material  damage  was  done  to  our  batteries.  The  enemy  gave  no  in- 
dications of  an  intention  to  land,  but  hauled  off  to  the  Maryland  shore 
at  the  close  of  the  action.  This  demonstration,  thus  persevered  in,  is 
made,  I  doubt  not,  in  view  of  collateral  action  and  movements.  I 
arrived  on  the  field  about  midday,  aud  returned  to  this  place  at  night. 
The  batteries  were  commanded  by  Captain  Lynch  and  other  naval  offi- 
cers. The  conduct  of  my  entire  force,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Bate,  of  the  Walker  Legion,  until  my  arrival  on  the  field,  was  admirable 
throughout  the  day.  The  enemy  is  represented  to  have  thrown  five 
hundred  and  ninety-seven  shots  and  shells,  and  our  battery,  under  Cap- 
tain Lynch,  seventy-five. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  RUGGLES, 
Colonel,  Provisional  Army,  Commanding  Forces. 

Col.  R.  S.  Garnett,  Adjutant- General  Virginia  Forces. 

P.  S.— The  colors  were  cut  away  from  oue  of  the  enemy's  ships  by  a 
shot  from  our  battery. 

D.  RUGGLES, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Fredericksburg, 

Fredericksburg,  Va.,  June  4,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  general 
commanding,  that,  since  Saturday  last,  no  attack  has  been  made  on  our 
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batteries  at  Aquia  Creek,  and  that  the  steamer  Pawnee  only  has  been 
lying  off  at  that  point,  repairing  damages,  and  in  communication  with 
various  steamers  and  other  vessels  passing  up  and  down  the  Potomac. 
It  has  just  been  reported  to  me,  however,  that  after  I  left  the  creek 
yesterday,  and  at  about  9  o'clock  at  night,  two  or  more  war  steamers, 
with  a  vessel  in  tow,  came  down  the  Potomac  and  joined  the  Pawnee. 
Thus  far  I  have  no  report  of  the  renewal  of  the  attack  this  morning. 
It  is  my  intention  to  throw  the  Arkansas  regiment,  Colonel  Fagan's, 
now  at  Camp  Jackson,  upon  the  Potomac  coast,  near  Chopawainsic,  as 
soon  as  it  is  in  condition  to  do  so. 

I  am  much  in  want  of  an  effective  battery  of  24-pounder  howitzers 
for  service,  in  conjunction  with  that  force,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
landing.  The  Fredericksburg  Artillery,  of  6-pounders,  will  be  wanted 
at  Aquia  Creek  to  prevent  landing  there,  if  an  attack  is  made.  The 
movements  of  the  enemy  indicate  that  an  attempt  will  soon  be  made  in 
force  to  land  at,  or  in  the  vicinity  of,  Mathias  Point  in  a  brief  period  of 
time.  I  respectfully  recommend  that  that  point  be  covered  by  a  good 
regiment  of  infantry,  with  a  good  battery  of  field-guns,  until  measures 
are  taken  to  establish  a  good  and  sufficient  battery  at  that  point  to 
command  the  channel,  for  the  establishment  of  which  I  respectfully 
renew  my  former  recommendation.  Under  authority  given  me,  I  have 
fabricated  here  carriages  for  a  battery  of  6-pounder  gnus,  and  respect- 
fully request  that  guns  may  be  furnished  me  without  delay  for  use  in 
the  field. 

Since  it  has  become  impracticable  to  establish  a  battery  at  the  White 
House  to  command  the  Potomac,  I  respectfully  recommend  that  a  com- 
petent engineer  be  sent  me  to  examine  the  vicinity  of  Evansport  with 
that  view,  and,  if  found  suitable,  that  a  battery  may  be  established 
there  with  as  little  delay  as  is  practicable.  That  point  is  important  in 
connection  with  the  position  at  Manassas  Junction,  as  well  as  the  ave- 
nues of  approach  from  the  Potomac  to  this  town. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  RUGGLES, 
Provisional  Army,  Commanding  Forces. 

Col.  E.  8.  Gabnett,  Adjutant  General  Virginia  Forces. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Col.  William  B.  Bate,  commanding  Walker  Legion, 

Camp  Jackson,  on  the  Potomac,  June  II,  18C1. 

Dear  Sra :  I  suppose  you  have  heard  all  the  particulars  of  the  Aquia 
Creek  fight  and  the  part  borne  by  the  Walker  Legion.  One  company 
of  it  was  in  one  of  the  batteries,  and  the  celebrated  rifled  cannon,  so 
effective  upon  the  enemy,  was  managed  by  one  of  our  young  lieuten- 
ants. The  remainder  of  the  regiment  was  held  in  reserve,  though  within 
range  of  their  guns,  at  a  point  of  concealment,  to  prevent  a  landing  if 
such  was  attempted.  The  boys  were  too  eager,  and  courted  a  hand-to- 
hand  fight  I  made  a  report  to  Colonel  liuggles,  and  forbear  further 
trespass  now.  I  want  the  Walker  Legion  to  be  in  the  column  which 
advances  upon  Washington.  I  believe  we  will  have  skirmishes  here 
now — nothing  more.  We  will  sink  their  ships  on  another  effort  if  they 
come  in  range.  I  had  Walker's  rifle  battery  under  my  command  placed 
with  two  rifle  companies  to  sustain,  and  one  company  of  mounted  men 
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with  carbines  within  hailing  distance  on  Symmes*  Point  under  cover — a 
masked  battery— Saturday  night  after  the  flgh^  thinking  they  would 
return  to  their  same  position  next  morning.  That  night  we  worked 
three  hundred  men  all  night  to  have  two  columbiads  and  this  battery 
of  Walker's  in  place,  but  the  enemy,  being  so  crippled,  did  not  return. 

The  arrangement  Sunday  morning  would  have  sunk  their  ships  in 
an  hour  had  they  resumed  their  position.  We  are  drilling  daily,  and 
almost  hourly,  and  will  look  to  you  to  give  us  a  chance. 

I  want  one-half  hour's  talk  with  you,  and  if  you  will  telegraph  Gen- 
eral Holmes  to  send  me  individually  to  Richmond  for  a  day  I  can  get 
to  go  ;  otherwise  I  don't  think  the  old  Tycoon  (Holmes)  will  let  me,  and 
I  never  disobey  orders.  You  may  be  sure  I  will  not  leave  when  there 
is  a  prospect  of  a  fight.  Everything  is  peaceable  now  except  the  Paw- 
nee, which  still  coils  about  our  shore  like  a  wounded  viper.  We  have 
vedettes  near  here. 

I  get  information  from  above  and  below  this  point  for  twenty  miles 
every  day  through  couriers,  and  can  know  when  it  is  safe  to  leave  for 
Richmond  only  a  day. 

Pardon  the  length  of  this  free-and-easy  letter.  I  know  it  is  a  trespass 
on  your  much-engaged  time.  Let  me  hear  from  you.  Send  the  dis- 
patch spoken  of  or  write  letter,  and  oblige 

WM.  B.  BATE. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War. 

P.  S. — I  am  expecting  that  field  battery  promised  me  at  Montgomery. 
I  have  a  company  preparing  for  it. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  M.  W.  Cluslcey. 

Aquia  Cheek,  June  1, 1861. 

My  D i: ar  Sra :  I  had  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  at  this  point  to-day 
most  of  the  engagement  between  one  of  our  batteries  and  three  Lincoln 
men-of-war,  one  of  them  supposed  to  be  the  Pawnee,  the  other  the  Ana- 
oostia,  and  the  other  unknown.  Our  forces  acted  manfully  and  suffered 
no  injury,  though  some  of  the  enemy's  shot  was  well  directed,  and  where 
it  seemed  providentially  averted  from  doing  mischief.  The  fight  was  a 
continuation  of  the  oue  the  day  before.  Our  battery  fired  the  first  shot 
to-day,  then  all  of  its  garrisou  mounted  the  fort  and  cheered  in  defiance 
of  the  enemy.  The  shot  was  promptly  returned,  and  the  enemy  kept 
up  a  brisk  cannonading,  firing,  before  the  close,  five  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  shots,  comprised  of  shell  aud  balls  of  the  largest  dimensions.  The 
only  damage  to  our  side  was  the  death  of  a  chicken,  though  a  stray  ball 
killed  a  horse  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek.  Our  own  battery  fired 
but  seventy-six  shots,  three  of  which  are  said  to  have  been  fired  with 
effect.  The  firing  ceased  at  3£  p.  in.,  when  a  barge  from  the  Pawuee 
went  to  the  Maryland  shore,  and  returning,  the  Anacostia  proceeded  up 
the  river,  supposed  to  be  bound  for  Washington,  for  a  iresh  supply  of 
ammunition. 

One  of  the  guns  on  our  battery  was  under  the  command  of  one  of  the 
Walker  Legion,  Cadet  Patton  Robertson,  of  Nashville,  who  fired  the 
rifled  cannon  with  remarkable  precision,  aud  displayed,  for  a  young  man 
uot  yet  of  age,  the  most  dauntless  and  cool  bravery.  The  big  gun  ou  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


chap,  ix.j         SKIRMISH  AT  FAIRFAX  COUET-IIOUSE,  VA. 


59 


new  battery,  which  is  garrisoned  by  the  Carolina  Oroya,  of  our  regiment, 
uuder  command  of  < '  'apt  a  in  limit,  wan  placed  in  position  about  5  o'clock 
this  afternoon,  and  will  thunder  in  the  anticipated  engagement  of  to- 
morrow. Another  one  for  the  same  battery  will  be  planted  to-morrow. 
These  guns  are  in  the  most  splendid  locality  to  command  the  river  that 
could  well  be  wished  for. 

To-morrow  Captain  Walker's  command  of  rifled  cannon  will  be  at  a 
prominent  point  of  land  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek  on  the  opposite  side, 
which  will  bring  him  within  a  mile  and  a  quarter  of  the  location  of  the 
Lincoln  vessels  in  the  engagement  of  to-day.  Pits  will  also  be  dug  to- 
night at  the  same  place  for  the  use  of  two  of  the  rifle  companies  of  the 
Walker  Legion.  We  are  all  at  the  creek,  though  our  encampment  is 
four  miles  back. 

The  vindictiveness  of  the  enemy  is  shown  by  the  quickuess  with  which 
they  throw  their  shells  at  any  body  of  men  who  may  appear  on  the 
height  to  view  the  engagement.  One  of  our  companies  was  fired  at 
with  a  shell  the  moment  they  emerged  from  the  woods  to  obtain  a  more 
satisfactory  view  of  the  fight,  which  exploded  over  them,  and  miracu- 
lously scattered  so  as  not  to  hurt  one  of  the  number. 

Colonel  Bate  has  been  assigned  the  command  of  the  brigade  here, 
composed  of  his  own  regiment  and  the  Virginia  troops  present,  and  is 
working  with  a  zeal  consistent  with  the  energy  and  enthusiasm  of  his 
nature.  I  have  written  these  lines  thinking  you  would  bo  glad  to  learn 
that  the  regiment  which  has  appropriated  your  name  as  its  designation 
is  confided  with  the  most  important  posts  of  duty  in  the  engagement  at 
this  point  and  vicinity. 
Your  friend, 

M.  W.  OLUSKEY. 

Hon.  Secretary  L.  P.  Walker. 


JUNE  1,  1861.— Skirmish  at  Fairfax  Court-House,  Va. 

REPORTS. 

No.  I. — Brig.  Gen.  Irvin  McDowell,  IT.  S.  Array,  commanding  Department  North- 

eastern  Virginia. 
No.  2. — Lieut.  Charles  n.  Tompkins,  Second  U.  S.  Cavalry. 
No.  3. — Oeuoral  McDowoll's  indorsement  on  Lieutenant  Tompkins'  report. 
No.  4.— Brig.  Gen.  M.  L.  Ikmhum,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Dupurtmnnt  of  Alexandria. 
No.  f».— Lieut.  Col.  Ii.  8.  Ewcll,  C.  8.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen,  Twin  McDowell,  U.  8.  Army. 

Headquarters  Department  N.  B.  Virginia, 

Arlington,  June  1, 1801—12  m. 
Sir  :  The  following  facte  have  just  been  reported,  to  mo  by  the  orderly 
sergeant  of  Company  B,  Second  Cavalry,  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Tompkins,  the  commanding  officer  being  too  unwell  to  report  in  person. 
It  appears  that  Company  B,  Second  Cavalry,  commanded  by  Lieuten- 
ant Tompkins  (aggregate  about  75)  left  its  camp  about  10.}  last  night 
on  a  scout,  and  reached  Fairfax  Court- House  about  3  a.  in.^  where  they 
found  several  hundred  men  stationed — Captain  Ewell,  late  of  the  U.  8. 
Dragoons,  said  to  bo  in  command.   A  skirmish  took  place,  in  which  a 
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number  of  the  enemy  were  killed;  how  many  the  sergeant  does  not 
know.  Many  bodies  were  seen  on  the  ground,  and  several  were  taken 
into  the  court-house  and  seen  there  by  one  of  our  cavalry,  who  was  a 
prisoner  in  the  court-house  for  a  short  time,  and  afterwards  made  his 
escape. 

Five  prisoners  were  captured  by  our  troops.  Their  names  are  as  fol- 
lows, viz : 

•  •••••• 

Having  no  good  means  of  keeping  the  prisoners  here,  they  are  sent 
to  general  headquarters  for  further  disposition.  As  soon  as  Lieutenant 
Tompkins  recovers,  a  less  hurried  report  than  this  will  be  submitted  by 
Colonel  Hunter,  commanding  brigade. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

irvin  Mcdowell, 


Lieut  Col.  B.  D.  Townsend, 

Asst.  AdjU  Qen.,  Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Washington. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Lieut  Charles  H.  Tompkins,  Second  U.  S.  Cavalry. 

Camp  Union,  Va.,  June  1, 18CL 

Sot :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  pursuant  to  verbal  instructions  re- 
ceived from  the  colonel  commanding,  that  I  left  this  camp  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  31st  May  in  command  of  a  detachment  of  Company  B  Second 
Cavalry,  consisting  of  fifty  men,  with  Second  Lieut.  David  S.  Gordon, 
Second  Dragoons,  temporarily  attached,  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoiter- 
i  ng  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  Fairfax  Court- House.  Upon  approach- 
ing the  town  the  picket  guard  was  surprised  and  captured.  Several 
documents  were  found  on  their  persons,  which  I  herewith  inclose.  On 
entering  the  town  of  Fairfax  my  command  was  fired  upon  by  the  rebel 
troops  from  the  windows  and  house-tops.  Charged  on  a  company  of 
mounted  rifles,  and  succeeded  in  driving  them  from  the  town.  Imme- 
diately two  or  three  additional  companies  came  up  to  their  relief,  who 
immediately  commenced  firing  upon  us,  which  fire  I  again  returned. 
Perceiving  that  I  was  largelv  outnumbered,  I  deemed  it  advisable  to 
retreat,  which  I  did  in  good  order,  taking  five  prisoners,  fully  armed 
and  equipped,  and  two  horses.  Nine  horses  were  lost  during  the  en- 
gagement and  four  wounded.  The  force  actually  engaged  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  engagement  were  two  companies  of  cavalry  and  one 
rifle  company,  but  re-enforcements  coming  in  from  camps  adjacent  to 
the  court-house,  which  I  have  from  reliable  authority,  increased  their 
force  to  upwards  of  1,000  men.  Twenty-five  of  the  enemy  were  killed 
and  wounded.  Captains  Cary,  Fearing,  and  Adjutant  Frank,  of  the 
Fifth  N.  Y.  S.  M.,  accompanied  the  command  as  volunteers,  and  did  very 
effective  service.  I  regret  to  state  that  Captain  Cary  was  wounded  in 
the  foot. 

Lieut  D.  S.  Gordon,  of  the  Second  Dragoons,  temporarily  attached 
to  Company  B,  Second  Cavalry,  accompanied  me,  and  rendered  me  val- 
uable services.  The  prisoners,  horses,  arms,  and  equipments  taken  have 
been  this  day  turned  over  to  the  proper  authority. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  H.  TOMPKINS, 
First  Lieutenant,  Second  Cavalry,  Commanding  Company  B. 

Col.  D.  Hunter,  Third  Cavalry,  Commanding  Brigade. 
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No.  3. 

General  McDoxceWs  indorsement  on  Lieutenant  Tompkins9  report. 


IlEADQUABTEES  DEPARTMENT  N.  E.  VIRGINIA, 

Arlington,  June  7, 1861. 

Col.  D.  Hunter, 

Third  United  States  Cavalry,  commanding  Brigade : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Lieutenant  Tompkins'  re- 
port of  the  affair  at  Fairfax  Court  -House  on  the  night  of  the  30th  ultimo 
has  been  forwarded  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Army,  indorsed  as  fol- 
lows: 

HZADQUARTKBS  DEPARTMENT  N.  E.  VIRGINIA, 

Arlington,  June  5,  1861. 

Lieutenant  Tompkins  behaved  most  gallantly  in  the  spirited  encounter  in  which  he 
involved  himself.  He  had  two  hcrses  shot  under  him,  and  is  now  temporarily  dis- 
abled from  a  contused  foot,  caused  by  one  of  the  horses  which  was  shot  falling  on 
him. 

The  skirmish  has  given  considerable  prestige  to  our  regular  cavalry  in  the  eyes  of 
our  people  and  of  the  volunteer  regiments,  but  the  lieutenant  acted  without  author- 
ity, and  went  further  than  ho  know  ho  was  desired  or  expected  to  go,  and  frustrated 
unintentionally,  for  the  time,  a  more  important  movement.  He  has  been  so  informed 
by  me,  verbally ;  and  whilst  in  the  future  he  will  not  be  less  gallant,  he  will  be  more 
circumspect. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Army. 

Irvin  Mcdowell, 


I  am  farther  directed  to  say  that  the  General-in-Chief  has  fully 
eurred  in  the  opinion  of  the  general  commanding  the  department. 

It  is  perceived  that  Lieutenant  Tompkins'  first  report  in  this  case  has 
been  given  to  the  public  through  the  columns  of  the  New  York  Tribune. 
I  am  directed  to  ask  you  to  give  such  instructions  that  this  may  not 
become  a  practice.  Official  reports  and  papers  of  this  nature  are  not 
to  be  considered  within  the  control  of  those  who  make  them,  but  of  those 
to  whom  they  are  made. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  6.  FRY, 


No.  4. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Qen.  M.  L.  Bonham,  C.  8.  Army. 

Manassas  Junction,  Vi.,  June  1, 1861. 

Captain  Marr  was  killed :  Colonel  E  well  wounded  in  the  shoulder,  and 
one  private  badly  in  the  right  breast.  The  delay  in  this  work  makes 
me  hesitate  as  to  sending  forward  the  main  body  of  our  troops  at  once 
to  E  well's  line.  I  shall  strengthen  him  to-night.  I  inclose  you,  for  what 
it  is  worth,  the  following  dispatch : 

General  Bon  ham: 

Within  five  days  the  troops  of  Fairfax,  Centreville,  and  Manassas  are  to  be  at- 
tacked.  The  principal  attack  at  Manassas.  This  by  authority  of  one  who  does  not 

wish  his  name  as  giving  information.   Mr.  reports  no  troops  this  side  of  Falls 

Church.  Ho  met  the  retiring  cavalry,  much  out  up.  Fifteen  led  horses.  One  dead 
mau  aud  another  badly  wounded  were  in  a  wagon.   Many  wouuded  men  and  horses. 

K.  a  EWELL. 
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I  have  one  prisoner,  who  says  they  have  on  this  side  of  the  river  the 
Second  Cavalry  (Companies  — ,  B,  E,  I,  and  G)  and  several  batteries 
of  artillery.  Arm  our  cavalry  with  shot-guns  or  muskets,  if  nothing 
else  can  be  had. 

M.  L.  BONHAM. 

General  Lee. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Alexandria, 

Camp  Pickens,  Va.,  June  2, 1861. 

Sir  :  The  reports  of  the  attack  on  Fairfax  Court-House  by  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  on  the  1st  instant,  from  Colonels  Ewell  and  Gregg,*  already 
transmitted,  should  have  been  accompanied  by  this  report,  but  a  press- 
ure of  urgent  business  has  hitherto  prevented  my  sending  it  forward. 
Accompanying  this  is  a  fuller  report  from  Colonel  Ewell.  Having  taken 
an  advanced  position  at  Centreville,  with  Gregg's  regiment  of  infantry, 
and  at  Bull  Run  with  Kershaw's  regiment,  I  had  directed  Colonel 
Ewell.  commanding  the  cavalry  of  this  department,  with  one  company 
of  light  infantry  (Captain  Marr),  and  two  companies  of  cavalry  (Cap- 
tains Thornton  and  Green),  to  take  position  atGermautown,  or  at  Fair- 
fax Court-House,  one  and  a  half  miles  in  advance  of  Germantown, 
whichever  he  might  deem  best,  upon  examining  the  positions.  I  had 
also  ordered  Captains  Cabell  and  Ball,  with  their  troops  of  cavalry,  to 
report  to  Colonel  Ewell  the  evening  preceding  the  attack  j  but  unavoid- 
able circumstances  prevented  their  reaching  the  place  that  evening. 
The  reports  of  Colonel  Ewell  being  full,  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
add  a  great  deal  to  what  he  has  said.  Unfortunately  the  two  companies 
of  cavalry  were  poorly  armed,  which  prevented  their  taking  so  active  a 
part  as  they  would,  doubtless,  otherwise  have  done. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Ewell  was  wounded  in  the  shoulder.  Not  only  on 
this  occasion,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  but  at  all  other  times  ho  has  ex- 
hibited promptness,  energy,  and  gallautry  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 
Captain  Marr  fell  early  in  tlio  actiou,  deeply  lamented  by  all  who  knew 
him.  His  loss  to  the  service  will  be  sensibly  felt.  His  corps  of  light 
infantry  (the  Warrenton  Rifles)  bore  themselves  like  veterans,  twice 
repulsing  the  enemy,  and  finally  compelling  them  to  fly  across  the 
fields,  after  fruitless  efforts  to  return  through  the  village  by  the  streets 
through  which  they  had  entered.  By  Colonel  Ewell  and  others  present 
the  bearing  and  usefulness  of  Ex-Governor  Smith  on  the  occasion  are 
spoken  of  in  the  highest  terms. 

Killed,  Captain  Marr ;  wounded,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ewell;  missing 
(taken  prisoners),  five.  One  of  the  enemy  known  to  have  been  killed  j 
wounded,  not  known— several  reported  j  prisoners,  three,  each  of  whom 
I  saw  and  examined. 

The  enemy  was  eighty  to  eighty-five  strong,  well  armed,  and  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  Tompkins,  Second  U.  S.  Cavalry. 

I  again  respectfully  urge  the  thorough  arming  of  Green's,  Thornton's, 
and  Powell's  troops  of  cavalry  with  double-barreled  shot-guns,  musket- 
or  lances  and  pistols. 

am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  L.  BONHAM, 
Brig.  Ccn.,  C.  S.  A.y  Commanding  First  Brigade, 

Dept.  of  Alexandria. 

Col.  R.  S.  GARNETT,  Adjutunt-Ocncral  Virginia  Forces. 

•Colonel  Gregg's  report  not  found. 
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NO.  5. 

Reports  of  Lieut  Col.  R.  8.  Ewell,  C.  8.  Army. 

Fairfax  Court-House,  Va.,  June  1, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report:  Between  3  and 
4  o'clock  this  morning  the  pickets  on  the  Little  Falls  Church  road 
gave  an  alarm,  stating  that  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy  had  captured  our 
advance  pickets,  and  were  rapidly  approaching  the  town.  This  was 
immediately  followed  by  the  appearance  of  the  enemy,  and  here  rapid 
firing  took  place.  They  did  not  stop,  but  passed  through  towards 
Germantown.  I  found  Captain  Marr's  company  of  Biflcs  (receiving 
valuable  aid  from  his  excellency  Ex  -  Governor  Smith),  and  took  a  posi- 
tion on  the  road  by  which  the  enemy  had  gone  towards  Germantown.  In 
a  few  minutes  the  enemy  returned,  and  firing  took  place  on  both  sides, 
and  the  enemy  fell  back.  Having  reformed,  the  enemy  again  advanced, 
and  more  firing  took  place  on  both  sides.  They  again  retreated,  ana 
made  their  way  through  the  fields,  by  pulling  down  the  fences.  Cap- 
tain Harrison  has  been  sent  with  his  company,  to  intercept  them,  and 
Captain  Wickham  has  been  sent  on  their  trail.  Some  prisoners  and 
some  horses  have  been  taken ;  what  number  1  do  not  know.  Also 
several  carbines  and  pistols  have  been  picked  up  in  the  road.  Captain 
Ma  rr,  of  the  Warren  ton  Hi  tics,  has  been  found  dead  near  his  company's 

n tiers,  having  been  shot  by  a  detachment  of  the  enemy.  I  received  u 
wound  in  the  shoulder  from  a  bullet  Dr.  Gunnell  says  that  it  will 
keep  me  from  taking  the  saddle  for  several  days.  This  is  the  result  as 
far  as  known.  I  am  having  the  roads  patrolled.  A  United  States  sad- 
dle has  just  been  brought  in  to  mo.  The  enemy  were  driven  back  twice 
by  the  Warren  ton  Kiflcs,  who  did  good  service. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

B.  S.  EWELL, 

Lieutenant-Colonel 

Col.  Thomas  Jordan.  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — A  report  has  just  boon  inado  mo  that  two  of  the  onemy  have 
been  found  dead  on  their 


June  1,  1861. 

Sir:  Between  3  and  4  o'clock  this  morning  the  pickets  on  the  Little 
Falls  Church  road  gave  the  alarm,  stating  that  the  cavalry  of  tho  enemy 
had  taken  tho  advanced  pickets  and  were  rapidly  approaching  the  town. 
This  was  soon  followed  by  their  appearance,  firing  at  the  windows  and 
tloors  of  tho  hotel,  where  were  no  resistance  or  troops.  They  did  not 
stop,  but  passed  through  toward  Germantown.  I  formed  Captain  Marr's 
company  of  light  infantry  (receiving  valuable  aid  from  his  excellency 
Ex-Governor  Smith)  and  took  a  position  on  the  road  to  intercept  tho 
enemy's  return.  They  soon  reappeared,  forming  in  the  street  below  tho 
court-house,  and,  on  the  interchange  of  shots,  they  retreated  up  the  pike. 
In  a  few  moments  they  formed  a  second  timo  at  the  same  spot,  and,  after 
firing  on  both  sides,  the  enemy  ran  off  ingloriously,  pulling  down  fences, 
and  making  their  escape  through  tho  fields  by  Flint  Hill.  I  had  ordered 
up  a  squadron  from  the  station,  which  was  sent  in  pursiut,  but  the  enemy 
outrode  it,  They  left  no  dead  on  the  ground,  but  carbines,  pistols,  sabers, 
&c,  were  lying  around.  I  know  of  four  horses  left  by  them,  two  in  the 
service  of  Geueral  Beauregard,  one  wounded  and  one  unfit  for  use,  being 
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both  obstinate  and  unmanageable,  besides  two  dead,  close  to  the  field,  and 
have  heard  of  several  left  dead  on  the  road.  An  officer's  saber  was  picked 
up  on  the  road  by  which  they  ran  away.  Three  prisoners  were  brought 
in,  who  separately  reported  their  strength  at  eighty,  rank  and  file.  They 
were  driven  off  by  less  than  fifty  of  Captain  Marr's  company  of  War- 
renton  Rifles.  These  had  no  bayonets  or  other  arms  than  the  rifle,  while 
the  eighty  men  of  the  enemy  had  a  revolver  and  carbine  each,  or  five 
hundred  and  sixty  shots  without  loading.  The  two  cavalry  companies 
here  (Rappahannock  and  Prince  William)  had  very  few  fire  arms  and  no 
ammunition,  and  took  no  part  in  the  affair.  The  enemy  captured  one 
vedette  and  picked  up  four  of  the  Prince  William  Cavalry  the  first  time 
they  charged  through  the  town.  Captain  Marr  was  found  shot  through 
the  heart  a  short  distance  from  the  field.  I  understand  he  had  started, 
with  a  portion  of  his  company,  toward  the  enemy  and  was  intercepted 
by  their  pickets.  This  also  explains,  in  part,  why  there  were  so  few 
rifles  present  at  the  fight.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ewell  received  a  flesh 
wound  through  the  shoulder  when  they  made  their  last  attack. 

The  above  includes  all  our  loss  of  killed  and  wounded.  Official  state- 
ments, published  in  the  papers,  vary  in  the  loss  of  the  enemy— killed 
from  one  to  three,  and  six  or  eight  wounded.  A  gentleman  reported 
that  they  impressed  his  wagon  to  carry  off  the  dead  and  wounded.  Their 
report  states  one  to  have  been  missing.  Three  prisoners  were  brought 
to  me.  so  that  they  sink  to  official  falsehoods  to  conceal  the  truth.  The 
New  York  Times  of  the  4th  gives  their  loss  at  six  killed  and  wounded. 
I  send  below  a  report  made  to  me  by  a  clergyman  who  met  them  on 
their  retreat : 

They  appeared  about  forty,  had  twelve  to  fifteen  led  horses,  and  a  wagon,  with  one 
corpao  and  some  wounded  men ;  aome  wounded  men  on  horseback,  supported  by  sol- 


Respectfully, 

R.  S.  EWELL, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Virginia  Forces,  Commanding. 

Lieut  Col.  Thomas  Jordan,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


JTJHE  3,  1861.— Action  at  Philippi,  W.  Va, 

REPORTS,  ETC. 

No.  1.— Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan,  U.  8.  Army. 
No.  2. — Brig.  Gen.  T.  A.  Morris,  Indiana  Militia. 

No.  3.— Col.  J.  M.  Heck  and  Majs.  R.  E.  Cowan  and  M.  G.  Harm  an,  C.  8.  forces. 
No.  4.— Maj.  M.  G.  Harman,  commanding  Virginia  forces  at  Staunton. 
No.  5.— Col.  George  A.  Porterfield,  Virginia  forces,  and  reply  of  General  Lee. 
No.  6.— Findings  of  a  Court  of  Inquiry. 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan,  U.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Cincinnati,  June  3,  1861. 

I  have  just  received  a  telegram,  dated  to  day,  from  General  T.  A. 
Morris,  Indiana  Volunteers,  commanding  United  States  troops  at  Graf- 
ton, Va.,  in  which  he  says : 

We  surprised  the  rebels,  about  two  thousand  strong,  at  Philippi  this  morning. 
Captured  a  large  amount  of  arms,  horses,  ammunition,  provuf.ons,  and  camp  equipage 
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The  attack  wm  made  after  a  march  during  the  entire  night  in  a  drenching  rain.  The 
surprise  was  complete.  Fifteen  rebels  killed.  The  gallant  Colonel  Kelley,  of  the 
First  Virginia  Volunteers,  I  fear,  is  mortally  wounded.  No  other  important  casualties 
on  our  side. 

The  dispatch  from  General  Morris  informs  me  that  the  troops  at  last 
advices  were  in  hot  pursuit  of  the  rebels. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAN, 
Major-  General, 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend,  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Hbadquaetebs  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  June  10, 1801. 

Sib  :  Inclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  report  of  Brig.  Gen. 
T.  A.  Morris,  Indiana  Volunteers,  commanding  the  U.  S.  volunteer  forces 
in  the  vicinity  of  Grafton,  Va.,  giving  a  detailed  account  of  the  opera- 
tions connected  with  the  attack  and  occupation  of  Philippi. 

After  the  two  branches  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  leading 
from  Wheeling  and  Parkersburg  had  been  secured  and  Grafton  occupied 
by  our  troops,  I  learned  that  the  insurgents  had  retreated  to  Philippi, 
and  received  very  considerable  accessions  to  their  numbers. 

To  prevent  their  further  outrages  upon  the,  railroads  or  upon  the 
property  of  loyal  citizens,  I  directed  an  immediate  movement  to  dislodge 
and  disperse  them  from  their  new  position.  This  was  executed  under 
the  orders  of  General  Morris,  Colonel  Kelley,  of  the  First  Virginia  Vol- 
unteers, having  the  immediate  command  of  the  attacking  columns;  and 
the  result,  as  will  be  seen  from  General  Morris'  report,  was  in  many 
respects  highly  creditable  to  the  troops  engaged,  and  perfectly  success- 
ful. The  insurgents,  about  2,000  in  number,  were  surprised  in  their 
camp,  routed,  and  in  great  confusion  driven  before  our  troops  for  several 
miles  towards  Beverly. 

Although  quite  a  number  of  them  were  killed  and  wounded  and  a 
large  portion  of  their  munitions  captured,  yet  it  is  much  to  be  regretted 
that  the  exhausted  condition  of  our  men,  consequent  upon  a  long  night 
march  through  mud  and  rain?  prevented  them  from  overtaking  and 
capturing  the  mass  of  the  fugitives.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  the 
eff  ect  of  this  decisive  engagement  will  be  to  inspire  the  Union  people  of 
the  country  with  confidence  in  our  ability  to  afford  them  protection. 

Had  the  attack  been  supported  by  a  few  companies  of  cavalry,  it  is 
probable  that  many  of  the  enemy  would  have  been  captured  or  cut  to 
pieces.  As  I  have  no  available  troops  of  that  description  in  my  depart- 
ment, I  would  very  respectfully  urge  upon  the  consideration  of  the  gen- 
eral commanding  the  importance  of  a  mounted  force  (regular  cavalry  if 
they  can  be  furnished)  to  insure  the  success  of  future  operations  in  this 
department. 

Colonel  Kelley,  who  conducted  the  movement  on  Philippi  with  marked 
ability  and  zeal,  received  a  severe  wound  early  in  the  action,  which  at 
the  time  was  supposed  to  be  mortal,  but  I  am  now  happy  to  say  that  he 
is  considered  out  of  danger.  From  the  moment  he  received  my  orders 
at  Wheeling  to  move  on  Grafton  up  to  the  time  he  was  wounded  he  has 
exhibited  in  an  eminent  degree  the  qualities  of  an  efficient  commander, 
and  1  take  this  opportunity  of  renewing  my  recommendation  for  his  pro- 
motion to  the  rank  of  brigadier- general  in  the  Virginia  Volunteer  Militia. 

Colonel  Dumont  deserves  great  credit  for  his  conduct  in  the  attack 
and  pursuit  of  the  rebels. 
5  s  e — vol  n 
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Ool.  F.  W.  Lander,  volunteer  aide-de  camp,  rendered  very  valuable 
assistance  in  the  movement  from  Parkersburg  and  in  the  attack  on 
Philippi,  where  he  displayed  marked  gallantry,  and  captured  the  officer 
who  shot  Colonel  K>lley. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major-General,  U.  8.  Anny. 

Lieut.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott, 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  T.  A.  Morris,  Indiana  Militia. 

Headquarters  U.  8.  Volunteers, 

Grafton,  W.  Fa.,  June  7, 1861. 

General  i  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  at  Grafton  on 
the  evening  of  the  1st  day  of  June,  and  found  that  Colonel  Eelley,  of 
the  First  Virginia  Regiment,  had  organized  an  expedition  for  that  night 
against  the  enemy  at  Philippi.  The  available  forces  then  at  his  com- 
mand consisted  of  six  companies  of  his  own  regiment  and  nine  com- 
panies of  the  Ninth  Indiana  Volunteers,  commanded  by  Colonel  Milroy. 
After  a  full  conference  with  Colonel  Kelley  as  to  the  position  of  the 
enemy,  his  strength,  and  the  character  of  the  approaches  to  his  posi- 
tion, I  deemed  it  advisable  to  postpone  the  attack  until  the  succeeding 
night 

Having  satisfied  myself  during  the  evening  that  we  were  in  the  midst 
of  spies,  who  readily  obtained  every  information  in  regard  to  our  move- 
ments, I  endeavored  to  arrange  the  expedition  so  as  to  give  a  false  im- 
pression, and  thereby  secure  the  advantage  of  a  surprise  of  the  enemy. 
With  this  view  the  following  order  was  given  to  Colonel  Kelley : 

Headquarters  U.  8.  Volunteers. 

Grafton,  W.  Pio.,  June  2,  1861. 

Col.  B.  F.  Kelley, 

Conimandina  First  Ilemment  Virainia  Volunteer*  • 

Colonel:  With  six  companies  of  your  regiment,  nine  companies  of  Colonel  Milroy 'n 
Ninth  Indiana,  and  six  companies  of  Colonel  Irvine's  Sixteenth  Ohio,  yon  will  proceed 
this  morning  to  a  point  about  six  miles  eastward  from  this  place  on  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad,  and  march  by  the  shortest  and  most  practicable  route  towards  Philippi. 
Yon  must  regulate  your  march  according  to  your  own  discretion,  and  your  bivouac  or 
rest  at  night  in  such  manner  that  you  are  sure  of  coming  before  the  town  of  Philippi 
as  near  4  o'clock  to-morrow  morning  as  possible.  Should  you  this  evening  receive  cer- 
tain information  that  the  rebels  have  retreated  eastward  from  Philippi  you  will  make 
the  resting  time  of  your  troops  as  short  as  possible,  in  order  to  follow  them  up  with 
all  the  speed  the  strength  of  your  troops  will  allow.  In  such  case  yon  will  as  early  as 
possible  inform  Colonel  Dumont  on  the  other  bank  of  the  river,  and  direct  his  co-op- 
eration with  yon  in  the  pursuit,  which,  if  in  your  discretion  you  are  in  sufficient 
force,  you  will  continue  until  they  are  beyond  Beverly,  and  you  will  also  apprise  these 


headquarters,  in  order  that  supplies  may  be  forwarded  to  you. 


By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  T.  A.  Morris: 

JOHN  A.  STEIN, 
Acting  Auistant  Adjutant- General. 

This  column  (the  left  of  the  attack)  moved  by  railroad  train  on  the  2d 
at  9  o'clock  a.  m.  towards,  and  was  generally  understood  to  be  an  advance 
on,  Harper's  Ferry. 

After  leaving  the  cars  the  distance  to  Philippi  was  about  twenty-five 
miles,  on  a  road  but  little  traveled.   The  instructions  required  a  rapid 
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inarch  daring  the  day  and  early  part  of  the  night  to  a  point  from  vrhiehf 
after  a  sufficient  rest,  Philippi  could  be  certainly  reached  at  4  o'clock 
next  morning. 

My  information  induced  me  to  believe  that  two  attacking  columns, 
one  on  the  left,  the  other  on  the  right  side  of  Philippi,  would  secure 
every  exit  which  the  enemy  could  use  in  retreat.  I  therefore  organized 
the  right  column,  under  Colonel  Dumont,  in  conformity  with  the  follow- 
ing order : 

Hkadquauters  U.  8.  Volunteers, 

Grafton,  W.  Va.,  June  2,  1861. 

Colonel  Dumont, 

Comdg.  Seventh  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers,  near  Grafton,  Va. : 

Colonel  :  You  will  proceed  by  railroad  this  evening  at  8.30  o'clock  to  Webster,  with 
eight  companies  of  your  regiment.  At  Webster  you  will  be  joined  by  Colonel  Steed- 
man,  with  five  companies  of  his  regiment  and  two  field  pieces,  also  by  Colonel  Crit- 
tenden, with  six  companies  of  his  regiment.  From  Webster  you  will,  with  this  com- 
mand, march  on  Philippi,  using  your  own  discretion  in  tbe  conduct  of  the  march, 
keeping  in  view  that  you  should  arrive  in  front  of  the  town  at  4  o'clock  precisely  to- 
morrow morning. 

Information  is  received  that  tbe  rebels  are  in  some  force  at  Philippi. 

The  object  of  yonr  column  will  be  to  divert  attention  until  the  attack  is  made  by 
Colonel  kelley,  and  should  resistance  be  offered  you  are  to  aid  him  to  the  extent  of 
your  ability.  In  the  conduct  of  your  column  you  must  use  your  discretion,  being  gov- 
erned by  such  circumstances  as  may  occur.  When  joined  by  Colonel  Kelley,  the  whole 
force  will  be  under  his  command. 

The  companies  of  your  regiment  will  take  two  full  days'  rations.  Should  you  re- 
ceive instructions  from  Colonel  Kelley  that  the  rebels  have  retreated,  you  will  join 
him  at  once,  and  act  under  his  command. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  T.  A.  Morris: 

JOHN  A.  STEIN, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

This  force,  in  leaving  Grafton  after  dark,  had  reasonable  assurance  of 
reaching  the  enemy  in  advance  of  any  information  from  their  friends, 
and,  as  events  proved,  did  so.  The  enemy  was  entirely  off  his  guard, 
and  was  completely  surprised,  as  the  reports  of  those  engaged  in  the 
attack  attest. 

The  failure  to  capture  the  entire  rebel  force  can  only  be  attributed  to 
the  storm  during  the  night.  This  unforeseen  misfortune  served  to  call 
forth  an  endurance  seldom  exhibited,  and  I  feel  that  the  heroism  of 
officers  and  men  was  as  truly  displayed  in  a  march  of  fifteen  miles  in 
pitchy  darkness,  drenching  rain,  and  over  a  mountainous  country  as  ia 
the  irresistible  attack  and  hot  pursuit  of  the  discomfited  enemy.  The 
last  five  miles  of  Colonel  Dumont's  column  was  made  in  one  hour  and  a 
quarter.  Many  men  fainted,  and  were  left  on  the  road.  Others  threw 
away  their  haversacks  and  provisions  to  keep  up,  rushing  forward  with 
a  determination  that  showed  what  spirit  animated  the  command.  I  re- 
gard it  as  remarkable  that  under  such  circumstances  the  two  columns 
were  but  fifteen  minutes  apart  at  the  time  assigned  for  their  meeting. 
An  able  reconnaissance  in  advance  of  Colonel  Dumont's  column  was 
made  by  CoL  F.  W.  Lander,  whose  voluntary  aid  I  gladly  accepted, 
and  to  whose  advice  and  assistance  I  am  greatly  indebted.  The  imme- 
diate direction  of  the  artillery  was  confided  to  him.  After  the  bridge 
was  taken  he  pressed  forward  and  joined  Colonel  Kelley,  rode  into  the 
enemy's  ranks,  and  captured  the  prisoner  reported  to  have  shot  Colonel 
Kelley.  He  had  great,  difficulty  in  restraining  the  Virginia  Volunteers 
from  summarily  dispatching  the  man,  who  is  a  noted  secessionist  and  a 
quartermaster  of  the  rebel  forces. 

From  the  reports  of  Colonel  Dumont  (who,  by  the  fall  of  Colonel 
Kelley,  had  command)  you  will  perceive  there  is  much  difficulty  in  an 
accurate  statement  of  the  enemy's  losses.   His  killed  is  estimated  from 
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fifteen  to  forty,  which  were  carried  off,  supposed  by  friends,  during  the 
confusion  incident  to  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  A  large  amount  of 
camp  equipage,  provisions,  arms,  wagons,  horses,  and  medical  stores 
were  captured,  an  inventory  of  which  will  be  made  as  soon  as  possible. 

Whilst  I  am  happy  to  state  that  we  have  none  killed,  I  am  extremely 
sorry  to  report  that  the  gallant  Colonel  Keller,  of  the  First  Virginia 
Regiment,  whilst  leading  the  attack  of  his  column,  fell  severely  wounded 
by  a  pistol-shot  in  the  right  breast.  The  wound,  supposed  at  first  to  be 
mortal,  I  am  glad  to  know  will  only  deprive  us  of  his  valuable  counsels 
and  assistance  for  a  few  weeks.  Although  he  still  suffers,  his  ultimate 
recovery  may  be  now  regarded  as  certain.  Much  of  the  success  of  our 
attack  is  due  to  him.  His  thorough  knowledge  of  the  country,  his  skill 
in  rendering  that  knowledge  available,  his  cool  and  unflinching  courage, 
will  deprive  us  for  the  time  of  a  great  support  in  our  enterprise.  [Sic] 

To  Colonel  Dumont,  who  led  the  column  on  the  right,  too  much  praise 
can  scarcely  be  given.  For  his  energy,  tact,  and  cool  daring  we  are 
greatly  indebted. 

I  feel  it  would  be  a  trespass  upon  your  patience  to  enumerate  all  who 
deserve  especial  praise,  and  would  refer  you  to  the  report  herewith 
forwarded  for  minute  information,  both  as  respects  individuals  and  the 
various  commanders  engaged.  I  cannot,  however,  conclude  without 
expressing  my  obligations  to  Capt.  H.  W.  Benham,  U.  8.  Engineers,  for 
the  valuable  aid  he  has  afforded  me.  Indeed,  his  great  knowledge  and 
experience  are  invaluable  to  me  at  all  times,  and  particularly  on  this 
occasion. 

Immediately  after  the  action,  knowing  the  exhausted  condition  of  the 
officers  and  men,  I  dispatched  Captain  Benham  to  the  scene  of  action, 
gave  him  full  command,  and  have  the  satisfaction  to  state  that  he  re- 
stored order,  and  placed  all  in  position  to  repel  an  attack  with  a  prompt- 
ness that  exhibited  his  consummate  ability  and  unbounded  energy. 

Justice  obliges  me,  in  conclusion,  to  say,  that  of  my  suff,  brigade 
inspector,  Major  Love ;  my  aide-de  camp,  Captain  Hascall,  and  Acting 
Assistant  Adjutant-General  John  A.  Stein  deserve  all  the  encomiums 
that  a  deep  sense  of  my  depeudene  upon  them  obliges  me  to  express. 
They  are  all  thorough  in  their  knowledge  and  untiring  in  their  duties, 
and  I  feel  sure  that  . their  services  in  my  command  will  be  duly  appreci- 
ated by  you,  and  be  remembered  gratefully  by  all. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  MORRIS, 
Brig.  Oen.y  Oomdg.  U.  8.  Volunteer*  in  Western  Virginia. 

Capt.  N.  H.  McLean, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Qen.,  Department  of  ike  Ohio,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


No.  3. 

Joint  report  of  Col  J.  M.  Heck  and  Majors  Cowan  and  Harmon. 

Staunton,  Va.,  June  6, 1861. 

Messrs.  Spalding  and  Cook  have  juBt  reached  here,  leaving  Philippi 
on  Monday  morning.  The  Federal  troops  surprised  Colonel  Portcrfleld,a 
command,  opening  fire  upon  the  town  with  artillery,  and  drove  us  out . 
with  a  reported  loss  of  about  six  killed  and  a  considerable  quantity  of 
arms,  baggage,  and  provisions.  Much  heavier  loss  to  the  enemy  in  men. 
McClellan  led  the  Federal  forces.   Our  forces  retreated  to  Beverly. 
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The  expedition  under  Colonel  Heck  leaves  here  on  Friday  for  the 
Northwest.  We  urge  you  will  send  by  express  train  two  thousand  men, 
with  arms  and  ammunition,  to  drive  the  vandals  out,  or  else  give  up  our 
border.  These  gentlemen  were  in  the  engagement;  say  Colonel  Porter- 
field  had  but  little  ammunition  of  any  kind.  Send  an  officer  of  expe- 
rience to  command  our  forces,  or  a  battery  and  five  thousand  arms,  if 
possible. 

M.  G.  HARM  AN,  Major. 
J.  M.  HECK,  Colonel. 
K.  B.  COWAN,  Major. 
Governor  Letcher  or  General  U.  K.  Ler. 


No.  4. 

Report  of  Maj.  M.  O.  Harman,  Virginia  Volunteers. 

Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Staunton,  Va.,  June  6, 1861. 

Sir:  Inclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  that  I  have  written  to  Colonel  Por- 
terfield,  at  Beverly.  From  this  you  will  perceive  that,  while  I  have  re- 
ceived no  communication  from  Colonel  Porterfleld  informing  me  of  the 
wants  of  his  command,  learning  of  their  great  need  of  supplies  of  am- 
munition from  private  sources,  I  have  dispatched  an  express  to  him  with 
a  supply.  From  all  the  information  that  I  have  received  I  am  pained  to 
have  to  express  my  conviction  that  Colonel  Porterfleld  is  entirely  unequal 
to  the  position  which  he  occupies.  The  affair  at  Philippi  was  a  disgrace- 
ful surprise,  occurring  about  daylight,  there  being  no  picket  guard  or 
guard  of  auy  kind  on  duty.  The  only  wonder  is  that  our  men  were  not 
cut  to  pieces.  They  were  all  asleep,  and  were  only  aroused  by  the  firing 
of  the  enemy.  The  safety  of  the  Northwest  and  of  oar  inexperienced 
soldiers  depends  upon  an  immediate  change  of  commanders,  and  giving 
the  command  to  a  bold  and  experienced  leader. 

I  start  in  the  morning  the  expedition  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Heck, 
under  escort  of  two  companies  of  cavalry,  three  companies  of  infantry, 
and  one  artillery  company,  with  a  battery,  if  the  Tennessee  company 
arrives.  I  send  a  large  supply  of  provisions,  fifteen  hundred  muskets, 
clothing,  and  all  the  ammunition  that  I  can  raise.  I  have  arranged  to 
concentrate  the  militia  on  the  route,  which  will  join  Colonel  Heck,  and 
will  be  armed  by  him  as  they  come  in.  I  have  the  arrangements  in 
progress  to  start  promptly  the  detachment,  which,  I  am  informed,  will 
be  sent  up  on  Saturday  to  this  point.  We  are  sadly  in  want  of  ammu- 
nition, our  whole  supply  being  exhausted  by  this  expedition.  I  hope 
you  will  have  a  sufficient  supply  forwarded  as  early  as  possible  to  this 
point. 

I  would  again  urge  rapid  re-enforcements  to  regain  possession  of  the 
Northwest,  and  that  I  shall  receive  authority  from  you  to  call  out  and 
arm  the  companies  from  all  the  valley  counties,  and  send  them  to  that 
quarter,  instead  of  their  going,  as  heretofore  directed,  to  their  different 
rendezvous.  Send  up  five  thousand  flint-lock  muskets  from  Richmond 
and  I  will  have  them  overhauled  and  put  in  order  for  use.  We  shall 
need  these  in  addition  to  what  we  have. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  G.  HARMAN, 
Major,  Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  R.  E.  Lee,  Richmond,  Va. 
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Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Col.  G.  A.  PORTERFIELD, 

Commanding  Virginia  Forces,  Beverly,  Va. : 

Colonel  :  I  send  you  a  supply  of  urn  munition  by  Messrs.  Trotter  and 
Crawford,  au  account  of  wbieh  is  herewith  inclosed. 

To-morrow  I  shall  send  you  a  field  battery,  accompanied  by  cavalry 
and  infantry,  which  will  be  joined  by  other  troops  on  the  way,  and  the 
whole  force  will  report  to  you  at  Beverly.  On  the  day  following,  from 
two  to  three  thousand  troops  will  be  sent  to  you  by  President  Davis  from 
Richmond.  1  have  received  a  telegraphic  dispatch  from  the  commander- 
in-chief  of  our  army,  saying:  "  Send  a  messenger  to  Colonel  Porterfield 
to  be  valiant  and  maintain  his  ground  until  relief  reaches  him.  Send 
him  supplies,  if  he  wants  them.'7 

Having  received  no  official  communication  from  yon,  but  learning 
from  private  sources,  since  the  disaster  to  our  arms  at  Philippi,  that  you 
are  almost  without  ammunition,  I  havo  determined  to  send  you  a  sup- 
ply by  express*  I  inclose  duplicate  receipts  for  the  munitions  sent, 
which  you  will  please  sign  and  return  to  me.  Please  keep  in  daily  com- 
munication with  me  by  couriers  until  relief  reaches  you. 
Very  respectfully, 

M.  G.  HARM  AN, 
Afaior  fjomnifindinn 


No.  5. 


Reports  of  Col.  George  A.  Porterfield,  Virginia  Volunteers,  and  reply  of 

General  Lee. 


of  Virginia  Forces, 
HuttoneviUe,  Va.,  June  9, 1861. 

SIR:  I  have  the  honor  to  address  you  as  regards  the  state  of  my  com- 
mand. The  force  here  now  numbers  about  one  thousand,  of  which  one 
hundred  and  eighty  are  cavalry  and  the  balance  infantry.  This  force 
is  not  only  deficient  in  drill,  but  ignorant,  both  officers  and  men,  of  the 
most  ordinary  duties  of  the  soldier.  With  efficient  drill  officers  they 
might  be  made  effective ;  but  I  have  to  complain  that  the  field  officers 
sent  to  command  these  men  are  of  no  assistance  to  me,  and  are,  for  the 
most  part,  as  ignorant  of  their  duties  as  the  company  officers,  and  they 
as  ignorant  as  the  men.  I  hope,  if  I  am  continued  in  command,  that 
good  staff  officers  may  be  sent,  to  aid  in  organizing  this  raw  force,  than 
which  there  is  none  more  so  now  in  the  service.  I  have  not  been  able 
to  even  get  proper  returns  made  out  to  send  to  your  headquarters,  and 
my  own  reputation  has  been  injured  by  the  character  of  my  command : 
in  fact,  if  it  had  been  intended  to  sacrifice  me,  I  could  not  have  expected 
less  support  than  I  have  had.  If  it  is  erpected  that  the  troops  here 
should  take  the  field  effectively,  it  is  necessary  that  at  least  five  thou- 
sand well-drilled  men  should  be  sent  at  once,  as  the  enemy's  army  is 
being  daily  re-enforced  j  and  if  aid  is  not  soon  sent,  it  will  be  impossible 
to  keep  the  open  field,  even  as  a  mere  corps  of  observation,  but  will 
have  to  retire  to  the  mountains,  where  it  will  be  most  difficult,  if  not 
impossible,  to  provision  even  this  small  force.   I  have  been  reliably  ia- 
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ed  that  two  companies  of  negroes,  armed  and  uniformed,  have  been 
at  Fairmont.  The  country  to  the  northwest  is  in  a  state  of  revo- 
lution, all  law-abiding  citizens  being  driven  off  by  the  traitors,  assisted 
by  Northern  troops.  The  private  property  of  secessionists,  but  other- 
wise inoffensive  citizens,  their  cattle,  young  unbroken  horses  and  colts, 
and  the  clothing  of  women  and  children,  have  been  seized  and  taken  off 
from  citizens  of  Philippi.  Captain  Alexander  will  give  verbally  any 
additional  information  that  may  be  desired  as  to  the  condition  of  this 
command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  A.  PORTERFIELD, 

Colonel  of  Volunteers, 

Col.  R.  S.  Gabnett, 

Adjutant- General  Virginia  Forces,  Richmond,  Va, 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forges, 

Randolph  County,  Va.,  June  11, 1861. 

Sir:  Ji  omitted  to  state  in  my  last  report  that  Lieut .  Col.  William 
L.  Jackson,  Virginia  Volunteers,  had  reported  to  me  for  duty.  He  has 
been  very  active,  and  will  become  a  most  useful  officer.  Colonel  Willey, 
who  has  also  been  very  zealous  and  useful,  was  left  sick  in  Philippi.  f 
have  assurance  that  he  shall  be  well  treated. 

The  enemy  remains  at  Philippi,  where  they  are  reported  to  have 
about  five  thousand  men,  and  are  fortifying  themselves.  The  same 
number  are  said  to  be  at  Grafton.  From  five  hundred  to  one  thousand 
are  said  to  be  at  the  Cheat  River  Bridge  j  but  of  this  I  have  no  reliable 
information.  Other  forces  are  stationed  at  different  points  on  the  rail- 
roads. I  understand  their  object  to  be  to  ocenpy  the  western  part  of  the 
State,  to  the  Alleghanies  or  Blue  Kid ge,  if  possible.  The  greatest  out- 
rages have,  in  numerous  cases,  been  perpetrated  upon  the  private 
property  of  secessionists.  Some  militia  companies  have  recently  joined 
this  command.  A  regiment  from  Tennessee  is  expected  here  to-mor- 
row, having  in  charge,  as  I  am  informed,  some  pieces  of  heavy  artillery. 
2?o  pieces  heavier  than  6-ponnders  should  be  sent  to  this  country,  until 
some  position  is  selected  to  be  fortified  and  a  strong  and  reliable  in- 
fantry force  sent  to  support  it.  I  am  not  informed  what  quantity  of 
ammunition  is  in  Staunton.  I  have  never  received  any  other  than  the 
most  limited  supplies  from  that  place.  The  percussion  caps  sent  have 
nearly  all  been  of  small  size  for  shot-guns  and  not  large  enough  for  mus- 
kets. As  re-enforcements  are  now  expected,  and  we  shall  have  active 
service  in  this  part  of  the  State,  I  desire  to  be  continued  on  duty  here. 
It  was  not  until  after  repeated  calls  for  aid,  and  when  left  with  a  small 
militia  force  entirely  unprepared  for  the  field,  that  I  asked  for  duty  else- 
where. Beverly  is  now  occupied  by  our  cavalry. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

GEO.  A.  PORTERFIELD, 
Colonel  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Col.  R.  S.  Garnett,  AdjutantGeneral,  Richmond  Va, 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  June  13, 1861. 
Colonel  :  Your  letter  of  the  9th  has  been  received.   I  regret  much 
the  unfortunate  circumstances  with  which  you  have  been  beset,  and  ap- 


Digitized  by  Google 


72 


OPERATIONS  IN  MD.,  PA.,  VA.,  AND  W.  VA.       ICkat.  IX 


predate  the  difficulties  yon  have  had  to  encounter.  General  R.  8.  Gar 
nett,  0.  8.  Army,  has  been  sent  to  take  command  in  the  Northwest, 
with  snch  a  force  as  was  disposable.  It  is  hoped  that  he  will  soon 
reach  the  scene  of  action,  that  a  more  agreeable  state  of  things  will  be 
inaugurated,  and  that  loyal-spirited  citizens  of  the  country  will  be  en- 
couraged and  enabled  to  put  down  the  revolution  which  you  mention. 
Your  services  will  be  very  valuable  to  General  Garnett,  in  giving  him 
information  as  to  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  country  under  his  command, 
and  in  aiding  him  to  achieve  the  object  of  his  campaign. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  E.  LEB, 
General.  Commandina. 

Gol.  George  A.  Porterpield, 

Commanding,  do.,  Huttonsville  Va. 


No.  6. 

Findings  of  the  Court  of  Inquiry. 

General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  op  the  Forces, 

No.  30.         f  Richmond,  Va.,  July  4, 186L 

I.— The  court  of  inquiry,  which  convened  at  Beverly  on  the  20th  ultimo, 
at  the  request  of  Col.  G.  A.  Porterfield,  of  the  Virginia  Volunteers,  to 
examine  into  the  circumstances  of  the  retreat  of  the  Virginia  forces  from 
Philippi  on  the  3d  of  Jnne,  under  his  command,  has  reported  the  follow- 
ing facts  in  the  case : 

A  force  of  Virginia  troops,  consisting  of  some  six  hundred  effective 
infantry  (or  thereabouts),  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  cavalry  (or 
thereabouts),  sufficiently  well  armed,  but  badly  and  insufficiently  sup- 
plied with  the  necessary  accouterments  and  ammunition,  was  stationed 
at  Philippi,  Barbour  County,  Virginia,  on  the  morning  of  June  3, 1801 
(where  they  had  been  for  six  or  seven  days),  under  the  command  of  Col. 
George  A.  Porterfield,  of  the  Virginia  Volunteers. 

On  the  morning  of  the  day  just  indicated,  at  between  daybreak  and 
sunrise,  this  command  was  attacked  and  taken  by  surprise ;  no  alarm 
or  intimation  of  the  enemy's  approach  having  been  given  by  the  guard 
or  infantry  pickets,  until  the  enemy  was  within  some  fonr  hundred 
yards  of  the  place,  and  had  commenced  the  fire  from  his  artillery.  By 
the  examination  it  is  shown  that  a  main  and  picket  guard,  as  strong 
as  was  consistent  with  the  effective  infantry  force  present,  was  regularly 
detailed  and  posted  at  distances  sufficiently  far  out  to  accomplish  the 
object  in  view,  provided  they  knew  and  did  their  duty,  which  latter  is 
strongly  to  be  suspected,  from  the  fact  that,  although  in  advance,  they 
failed  to  give  any  intimation  of  the  enemy's  approach,  a  conclusion 
which  is  strengthened  by  the  official  report  of  the  mounted  officers,  out 
with  the  scouting  parties  on  the  night  of  June  2,  that  they  had  neither 
seen  an  infantry  picket  nor  been  challenged  by  its  sentinels,  going 
from  or  returning  to  the  town  that  night.  It  appears  that,  immediately 
upon  the  arrival  of  the  command  at  Philippi,  the  officer  in  command. 
Colonel  Porterfield,  took  measures  to  place  his  force,  which  was  raw  and 
new  in  service,  under  a  course  of  instruction,  and  to  select  those,  in  his 
opinion,  best  fitted  to  instruct  the  sentinels  and  guards  in  their  duties. 
The  testimony  shows  that,  while  there  was  a  certain  degree  of  confusion 
in  some  quarters,  a  portion  of  the  command  moved  from  the  town  in 
good  order,  and  that  the  whole  force,  nearly,  after  passing  some  distance 
from  the  town,  was  reformed,  and  proceeded  in  order. 
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It  is  shown  in  the  evidence  that  an  expectation  of  attack  or  move- 
merit,  upon  Philippi,  shortly  to  be  made,  was  entertained  generally 
among  the  officers  and  others  of  the  command,  and  that  intelligence 
(how  well  founded  is  not  known)  was  brought  from  time  to  time  of  the 
strength  and  supposed  intent  of  the  enemy. 

The  testimony  sets  forth  that  this  had  so  far  produced  its  effect  as  to 
induce  the  officer  in  command  to  call  a  meeting  of  his  officers ;  that  the 
result  of  their  consultations  and  deliberations  was  an  almost,  if  not 
unanimous  decision  in  favor  of  immediate  retreat;  that  when  Colonel 
Porterfield  returned  to  the  room  (from  which  he  had  been  absent  a  short 
time)  their  opinion  was  conveyed  to  him,  to  which  he  seemed  loth  to  ac- 
cede; yet,  determined  to  make  a  further  examination  of  the  ammunition 
on  hand,  and  to  prepare  the  baggage  and  train  for  removal  at  a  moment's 
notice. 

No  orders  to  march  at  any  particular  time  were  given,  so  far  as  can 
be  gathered  from  the  testimony,  although  it  appears  that  an  under- 
standing or  impression  was  had  or  entertained  by  some  that  the  move- 
ment would  not  take  place  until  morning,  while  some  believed  it  con- 
tingent upon  the  weather. 

The  record  will  disclose  the  fact  of  a  difference  of  construction  (as  to 
the  hour  of  return)  of  the  orders  given  to  the  officer  in  command  of  the 
cavalry  company,  from  which  the  scouting  party  or  parties  was  taken 
for  duty  on  the  night  of  2d  instant. 

The  testimony  of  several  witnesses  bears  evidence  of  the  cool,  delib- 
erate, and  self-possessed  conduct  of  Colonel  Porterfield  on  the  morning 
of  June  3. 

The  court  having  been  directed  to  express  its  opinion,  as  well  as  report 
the  facts,  presents  the  following : 

1st.  That  the  commanding  officer,  having  received  information, 
deemed  by  him  sufficient  to  prepare  for  an  early  retreat,  erred  in  per- 
mitting himself  to  be  influenced  by  the  weather,  so  far  as  to  delay  the 
execution  of  his  plan. 

2d.  That  the  commanding  officer  did  order  dispositions  to  be  made 
to  prevent  surprise ;  but  a  misunderstanding  as  to  the  time  at  which 
the  scouts  were  to  be  called  in,  and  a  total  want  of  proper  vigilance  on 
the  part  of  the  infantry  pickets,  caused  a  surprise,  which  distinct  and 
definite  instructions,  properly  executed,  would  have  avoided. 

3d.  That  the  commanding  officer  erred  in  not  advancing  and  strength- 
ening his  picket  beyond  the  usual  limits  under  the  circumstances. 

4th.  That  the  commanding  officer  exhibited  upon  the  occasion  decided 
coolness,  self-possession,  and  personal  courage,  and  exerted  himself,  as 
far  as  possible,  to  effect  a  retreat  in  good  order. 

II.— The  commanding  general  having  attentively  considered  the 
proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry  in  the  foregoing  case,  concurs  in 
the  opinion  expressed  by  the  court  and  in  the  statement  of  facts 
deduced  from  the  testimony.  These  facts  show  that  the  position  at 
Philippi  was  seriously  threatened  by  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy, 
distant  only  four  hours'  march ;  that  Colonel  Porterfield  was  aware  of 
the  danger  of  his  position,  and  prudently  prepared  to  evacuate  it.  His 
desire  to  prevent  the  occupation  of  the  town  by  the  enemy  was  worthy 
of  all  praise,  and  had  he  promptly  sent  back  his  baggage  and  ineffective 
men,  arranged  his  plan  of  defense,  and  taken  proper  measures  to  secure 
information  of  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  he  might  safely  have  retained 
his  position,  and  either  given  battle  or  retired,  as  circumstances  might 
dictate.  It  does  not  appear  from  the  record  of  the  court  that  any  plan 
of  defense  was  formed ;  but  it  does  appear  that  the  troops  retired  with- 
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out  his  orders,  and  that  the  instruct  ions  to  his  advance  guard  were 
either  misconceived  or  not  executed.  To  these  circumstances  must  be 
attributed  the  disaster  that  followed,  and  they  call  for  heavy  censure 
upon  all  concerned.  The  commanding  general  remarks  with  pleasure 
upon  the  coolness,  self-possession,  courage,  and  energy  displayed  by 
Colonel  Porterfield  at  the  moment  of  attack ;  but  he  cannot  exoner- 
ate him  from  blame  in  not  taking  proper  precautionary  measures  before- 
hand. Yet,  in  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  he 
does  not  think  it  necessary  to  do  more  than  to  express  the  opinion  or  the 
court,  in  the  hope  that  the  sad  effects  produced  by  the  want  of  fore- 
thought and  vigilance,  as  exhibited  in  this  case,  will  be  a  lesson  to  be 
remembered  by  the  army  throughout  the  war. 

III.— The  court  of  inquiry,  of  which  Col.  William  B.  Taliaferro,  Vir- 
ginia Volunteers,  is  president,  is  dissolved. 

By  command  of  General  Lee :  GEO.  DE  AS, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


JUNE  5,  1861—Attack  upon  Confederate  Battery  at  Pig  Point,  Virginia. 

.REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  Benjamin  Huger,  C.  S.  Army. 
No.  2.— Commander  R.  B.  Pegram,  C.  8.  Navy. 

No.l. 

Reports  of  Stiff.  Gen.  Benjamin  Buger,  C.  A  Army. 

Headquarters  Forces  of  Virginia, 

Norfolk,  Va.,  June  6, 186L 
Sir  :  The  steamer  Harriet  Lane  was  occupied  yesterday  in  recon- 
noitering  our  battery  at  Pig  Point,  mouth  of  Nansemond  River,  and 
this  morning  took  up  a  position  and  opened  fire  upou  the  battery,  doing 
but  little  damage  and  injuring  no  one.  The  battery  replied,  and,  after 
firing  some  twenty  shots,  the  steamer  hauled  off  suddenly  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Old  Point 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  HUGER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  R.  E.  Lee,  Commanding  Forces  of  Virginia, 

P.  8. — One  gun,  a  32-pounder,  burst,  without  injuring  any  one.  I 
have  sent  two  to  replace  it. 

Headquarters  Forces  Norfolk  Harbor, 

Norfolk,  Va.,  June  7, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  information  that,  on  the  5th  instant,  the  Har- 
riet Lane  was  hit  twice  by  the  battery  at  Pig  Point.  One  shot  struck 
the  water-ways,  passed  through  a  tub  of  musket-balls,  damaged  the 
foremast,  and  went  out  through  the  top  of  the  rail.  Six  meu  were 
wounded  by  the  scattering  of  the  musket  balls. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  HUGER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
Maj.^Gen.  R  E.  Lee,    j       •  0    Bid     nd  V 
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No.  2. 

Report  of  Commander  R.  B..  Pegram,  C.  8.  Navy. 

Pig  Point  Battery,  June  5, 1861. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Federal  steamer  Harriet 
Lane  stood  within  range  of  this  battery  at  9  a.  m.  to-day,  and,  taking 
a  position  at  the  distance  of  one  and  a  half  miles,  commenced  firing 
upon  us  with  shot  and  shell  from  her  11-inch  shell-gun  and  32-poanders. 
She  fired  about  thirty  three  shot  and  shell,  many  of  them  well  directed, 
but  no  one  of  our  party  was  hurt-,  nor  did  the  fortifications  sustain  any 
injury.  A  32-pounder  shot  struck  the  muzzle  of  one  of  our  8-inch  shell- 
guns  and  cracked  it  from  the  face  to  the  chase  ring.  The  gun  at  the 
same  time  was  run  in  for  loading,  and,  although  the  shot  was  broken 
in  three  fragments  in  the  midst  of  our  men,  no  one  sustained  the  slight- 
est injury.  A  number  of  shells  exploded  near  and  around  us,  but  all 
fell  harmless  to  the  ground.  In  return  we  fired  twenty-three  shot  and 
shell :  four  or  five  were  seen  to  take  effect  in  the  hull  of  the  steamer, 
and,  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  did  her  some  injury,  from  the  manner  in 
which  she  moved  off. 

For  men  who  had  never  before  been  in  action,  the  Portsmouth  Rifles 
were  remarkably  cool  and  self-possessed,  and,  after  a  few  rounds,  got 
the  range  of  the  enemy  and  fired  admirably  well.  Every  officer  and 
man  behaved  in  the  most  spirited  and  creditable  manner,  and  were  so 
regardless  of  danger,  that  I  had  often  to  interpose  my  authority  to  pre- 
vent their  exposing  themselves  unnecessarily  to  the  enemy's  fire.  The 
action  lasted  about  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  PEGRAM, 
Commander,  Virginia  Navy. 

Commodore  French  Forrest, 

Virginia  Navy,  Commandant  Naval  Station,  Norfolk,  Va. 


JUNE  7,  1861 .— Reconnaissance  from  Yorktown  to  Newport  News,  Va. 

Report  of  Capt.  W.  R.  Werth,  Chatham  Grays,  Virginia  Cavalry. 

Gamp  Yorktown,  June  12, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report  of  a  reconnaissance 
made  by  me  of  the  enemy's  position  at  Newport  News  on  Friday,  7th 
June,  1861 : 

I  had  under  my  command  twenty  picked  men  and  horses  from  the 
Old  Dominion  Dragoons,  together  with  two  men  from  my  company. 
Captain  Philips  accompanied  me,  as  did  Lieutenant  Gary  and  Lieu- 
tenant Harrison,  the  latter  from  the  Charles  City  Cavalry.  My  object 
was  to  make  a  close  examination  of  the  enemy's  works  at  Newport 
News,  which  I  knew  would  be  of  service  to  you  in  your  future  move- 
ments. I  did  not  start  with  the  intention  of  pressing  my  men  into  cer- 
tain ruin  by  an  attack  upon  an  overwhelming  force,  but  simply  to  make 
a  reliable  reconnaissance.  At  about  1  o'clock  I  had  approached  the 
enemy's  position  to  within  two  miles.  I,  Captain  Philips,  and  two  men 
were  in  advance  of  the  detachment  some  four  hundred  yards,  whilst  two 
men  marched  the  same  distance  in  rear. 
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At  this  juncture  I  saw  a  squad  of  eight  men  on  the  bank  of  James 
River,  and  distant  from  me  some  distance,  probably  a  mile  and  a  half. 
I  examiued  them  with  my  glass,  and  knew  them  to  be  soldiers.  They 
immediately  fled  toward  their  fortifications.  I  saw  at  once  that  if  I 
allowed  them  to  reach  the  works  and  give  the  alarm,  my  whole  com- 
mand might  be  cut  off  and  ray  reconnaissance  broken  up,  so  I  at  once 
ordered  a  forward  movement  at  speed  so  that  I  might  cut  them  off. 
Our  advance  party  of  five  being  better  mounted,  and  having  so  much 
the  start,  distanced  the  detachment  in  running  the  two  miles,  and  placed 
them  probably  six  hundred  yards  in  the  rear.  When  our  little  advance 
party  had  ridden  to  within  seven  hundred  yards  of  Newport  News  forti- 
fications, I  ordered  Captain  Philips  and  the  two  men  of  the  advance 
guard  to  change  direction  to  the  right,  so  that  he  might  get  between 
the  eight  fugitives  and  tbe  works,  whilst  I  continued  my  direct  advance 
upon  the  works,  thinking  if  Captain  Philips  failed  to  intercept  these 
men  that  I  should  certainly  meet  them. 

After  I  had  approached  the  fortifications  of  the  enemy  to  within  four 
hundred  yards,  I  turned  to  the  right  (the  James  River  side)  to  head  the 
eight  men.  I  had  gone  in  this  direction  probably  two  or  three  hundred 
yards,  when  suddenly  I  came  up  to  within  fifty  yards  of  a  party  of  the 
enemy  engaged  in  cutting  wood.  I  was  then  entirely  alone.  I  halted 
and  hid  myself  behind  a  thicket  only  twenty  yards  from  the  party.  Here 
I  remained  long  enough  to  count  the  number  of  men,  distinguish  the 
officers,  &c.  In  about  three  minutes  the  eight  men  (whom  Captain 
Philips  had  failed  to  intercept)  raised  the  alarm  in  the  Massachusetts 
regiment  (which  was  encamped  outside  of  the  works,  and  not  more  than 
one  hundred  and  sixty  yards  from  the  spot  where  I  stood),  and  I  at  once 
saw  that  I  must  do  quickly  whatever  I  intended  doing,  so  I  reined  my 
horse  back,  and  walked  him  out  into  the  clearing  in  plain  view  of  the 
whole  party,  and  not  more  than  twenty  paces  from  them,  picked  out  the 
commissioned  oflftcer,  and  shot  him  dead  in  his  tracks.   The  whole  party 

then  yelled,  "Look  out,  look  out  for  the  d  d  Virginia  horsemen; 

they  are  down  upon  us,"  &c,  and  at  once  threw  down  everything  they 
had,  and  commenced  a  retreat  at  a  double  quick.  I  put  the  spurs  to  my 
horse  and  rode  into  them  at  full  speed  (giving  at  the  same  time  a  loud 
walla-walla  war-whoop),  and  then  delivered  my  second  shot,  which 
brought  another  man  (a  private)  dead  to  the  ground.  (I  shot  the  first 
one  through  the  heart,  and  the  last  one  under  the  right  shoulder-blade.) 

My  horse  by  this  time  became  totally  unmanageable,  and  my  third 
fire  missed  its  aim,  but  killed  a  sorrel  mule.  I  fired  only  these  three 
shots.  The  party  consisted  of  twenty-seven  privates  of  infantry,  two 
privates  of  artillery,  one  commissioned  officer,  and  one  non-commis- 
sioned officer  of  infantry — in  all,  thirty-one.  Their  uniform  corresponded 
with  mine — gray  cloth  with  black  trimming.  Captain  Philips  and  his 
party  of  two  men  had  been  joined  in  the  meau  time  by  the  main  party, 
and  I  60ou  crossed  over  to  them.  We  then  galloped  after  the  retreating 
enemy,  but  saw  one  or  two  companies  from  the  regiment  running  to  the 
rescue,  which  induced  me  to  apprehend  an  attack.  In  this  I  was  mis- 
taken, for  instead  of  the  party  of  thirty-one  rallying  in  the  two  compa- 
nies, the  two  companies  partook  of  the  panic,  and  rushed  back  towards 
the  fortifications,  yelling  "Virginia  horsemen n  as  long  as  1  staid  to 
hear  them.  The  party  of  thirty-one  had  their  arms  stacked  against  a 
tree,  whilst  four  of  them  were  on  guard  with  their  muskets.  I  cannot 
say  whether  the  guard  fired  or  not.  I  did  not  pay  much  attention  to 
them.  The  two  companies  which  came  to  the  rescue  had  their  muskets, 
but  forgot  to  fire.   On  the  left  wing  of  the  eucampment  there  was  a  field 
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battery  of  two  brass  12-pounders,  unlimbered,  which  were  not 
hundred  and  fifty  or  one  hundred  and  sixty  yards  from  us,  bat  the  gun- 
ners had  abandoned  the  battery.  If  I  had  not  been  so  entirely  at  the 
mercy  of  the  gnns  of  the  fortifications  at  Newport  News  (only  about  six 
hundred  yards  off),  I  should  certainly  have  burned  the  whole  encamp- 
ment, for  it  is  my  firm  impression  the  whole  regiment  ran  into  the  works 
and  abandoned  everything. 

Captain  Philips,  I  must  say,  proved  upon  this  occasion  that  he  was 
a  man  of  consummate  coolness  and  bravery,  and  his  men  are  of  that 
kind  of  metal  which  can  be  relied  upon  under  any  and  all  circumstances. 
Lieutenants  Cary  and  Harrison  were  prepared  for  anything,  and  I  am 
convinced  would  have  followed  to  any  place  where  their  horses  could 
have  leaped. 

In  making  the  approach  I  went  by  New  Market  Bridge  and  St. 
Glair's  Steam  Mill,  but  upon  returning  I  took  a  new  road  through  the 
woods,  fearing  the  troops  from  Hampton  had  formed  an  ambuscade  for 
my  reception.  I  returned  to  Bethel  by  6  o'clock  without  damage, 
then  joined  my  command  on  Poqnosin  River. 
I  am,  sir,  yours,  respectfully, 

W.  H.  WERTH, 

Cnnt/iin  flluLth/im  Ornim    Virainin.  VnIunfj>PTf) 

\J\Mi£J  \AA%>  99    \s  iv\Mf '  '  w\M^  if  I     v*  r  %A-%jO  y      www  \j  I  ti  I  t*      r  vvwiflvvr  O  • 

Col.  J.  B.  Magbudeb,  Commanding  Division. 


JUKE  10,  1861.— Engagement  at  Big  Bethel,  or  Bethel  Church,  Va. 

REPORTS,  ETC. 

No.  1.— Maj.  Gen.  Boujamin  F.  Butler,  U.  8.  Army. 

No.  2.— Brig.  Gen.  Ebcnezer  W.  Pierce,  Massachusetts  Militia. 

No.  3.— Col.  Frederick  Towuaend,  Third  New  York  Infantry. 

No.  4.— Col.  John  E.  Bendix,  Seventh  New  York  Infantry. 

No.  5.— Capt.  Judson  Kilpatrick,  Fifth  New  York  Infantry. 

No.  6. — Letter  from  Confederate  Secretary  of  War  trau*mittiug  report*. 

No.  7. — Col.  John  B.  Mngruder,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  8.— Col.  D.  H.  Hill,  First  North  Carolina  Infantry. 

No.  9.— Lieut.  Col.  William  D.  Stuart,  Third  Virginia  Infautry. 

No.  10.— Maj.  George  W.  Bandolph,  Howitzer  Battalion,  C.  8.  Array. 

No.  u. — Maj .  E.  B.  Montague,  Virginia  Battalion. 

No.  12.— Capt.  W.  H.  Wertfi,  Chatham  Grays,  Virgiuia  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  U.  8.  Army. 

Headquabtebs  Depabtment  of  Vibginia, 

Fortress  Monroe,  June  10, 1861. 
Genebal  :  Having  learned  that  the  enemy  had  established  an  out- 
post of  some  strength  at  a  place  called  Little  Bethel,  a  small  church 
about  eight  miles  from  Newport  News,  and  the  same  distance  from 
Hampton,  from  whence  they  were  accustomed  nightly  to  advauce  both 
on  Newport  News  and  the  picket  guards  of  Hampton,  to  annoy  them, 
and  also  from  whence  they  had  come  down  in  small  squads  of  cavalry 
and  taken  a  number  of  Union  men,  some  of  whom  had  the  safeguard 
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and  protection  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  and  forced  them  into 
the  rebel  ranks,  and  that  they  were  also  gathering  up  the  slaves  of  citi- 
zens who  had  moved  away  and  left  their  farms  in  charge  of  their  negroes, 
carryiug  them  to  work  in  intrenchments  at  Williamsburg  and  Yorktown, 
I  had  determined  to  send  up  a  force  to  drive  them  back  and  destroy 
their  camp,  the  headquarters  of  which  was  this  small  church. 

I  had  also  learned  that  at  a  place  a  short  distance  farther  on,  on  the 
road  to  Yorktown,  was  an  outwork  of  the  rebels  on  the  Hampton  side 
of  a  place  called  Big  Bethel,  a  large  church  near  the  head  of  the  north 
branch  of  Back  Hiver ;  that  here  was  a  very  considerable  rendezvous, 
with  works  of  more  or  less  strength  in  process  of  erection,  and  from  this 
point  the  whole  country  was  laid  under  contribution.  Accordingly,  I 
ordered  General  Pierce,  who  is  in  command  of  Camp  Hamilton,  at 
Hampton,  to  send  Duryea's  regiment  of  zouaves  to  be  ferried  over 
Hampton  Creek  at  1  o'clock  this  morning,  and  to  march  by  the  road  up 
to  New  Market  Bridge ;  thence,  crossing  the  bridge,  to  go  by  a  by-road, 
and  thus  put  the  regiment  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy  and  between  Big 
Bethel  and  Little  Bethel,  in  part  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  him  off,  and 
then  to  make  an  attack  upon  Little  Bethel.  I  directed  General  Pierce 
to  support  him  from  Hampton  with  Colonel  Townsend's  regiment  with 
two  mounted  howitzers,  and  to  march  about  an  hour  later.  At  the  same 
time  I  directed  Colonel  Phelps,  commanding  at  Newport  News,  to  send 
out  a  battalion  composed  of  such  companies  of  the  regiments  under  his 
command  as  he  thought  best,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Washburn,  in  time  to  make  a  demonstration  upon  Little  Bethel  in  front, 
and  to  have  him  supported  by  Colonel  Bendix's  regiment  with  two  field 
pieces.  Bendix's  and  Townsend's  regiments  should  effect  a  junction  at 
a  fork  of  the  road  leading  from  Hampton  to  Newport  News,  something 
like  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Little  Bethel. 

I  directed  the  march  to  be  so  timed  that  the  attack  should  be  made 
just  at  daybreak,  and  that  after  the  attack  was  made  upon  Little  Bethel, 
Duryea's  regiment  and  a  regiment  from  Newport  News  should  follow 
immediately  upon  the  heels  of  the  fugitives,  if  they  were  enabled  to  get 
off,  and  attack  the  battery  on  the  road  to  Big  Bethel  while  covered  by 
the  fugitives,  or,  if  it  was  thought  expedient  by  General  Pierce,  failing 
to  surprise  the  camp  at  Little  Bethel,  t  hey  should  attempt  to  take  the 
work  near  Big  Bethel.  To  prevent  the  possibility  of  mistake  in  i  he 
darkness,  I  directed  tha^  no  attack  should  be  made  until  the  watchword 
was  shouted  by  the  attacking  regiment,  and  in  case  that,  by  any  mis- 
take in  the  march,  the  regiments  that  were  to  make  the  junction  should 
unexpectedly  meet,  and  be  unknown  to  each  other,  also  directed  that 
the  members  of  Colonel  Townsend's  regiment  should  be  known,  if  in 
daylight,  by  something  white  worn  on  the  arm. 

The  troops  were  accordingly  put  in  motion  as  ordered,  and  the  march 
was  so  timed  that  Colonel  JDuryea  had  got  in  the  position  noted  upon 
the  accompanying  sketch,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Washburn,  in  com- 
mand of  the  regiment  from  Newport  News,  had  got  into  the  position 
indicated  upon  the  sketch,  and  Bendix's  regiment  had  been  posted  and 
ordered  to  hold  the  fork  of  the  road  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
Townsend's  regiment  had  got  the  place  indicated  just  behind,  and  about 
to  form  a  junction  as  the  day  dawned. 

Up  to  this  point  the  plan  had  been  vigorously,  accurately,  and  success- 
fully carried  out  But  here,  by  some  strange  fatuity,  and  as  yet  unex- 
plained blunder,  without  any  word  of  notice,  while  Townsend  was  in 
column  en  routey  and  when  the  head  of  the  column  was  within  one  hun- 
dred yards,  Colonel  Bendix's  regiment  opened  fire  with  both  artillery 
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and  musketry  upon  Townsend's  column,  which  in  the  hurry  and  confu- 
sion was  irregularly  returned  by  some  of  Townsend's  men,  who  feared 
that  they  had  fallen  into  an  ambuscade.  Townsend's  column  immedi- 
ately retreated  to  the  eminence  near  by,  and  were  not  pursued  by  Ben- 
dix's  men.  By  this  almost  criminal  blunder  two  men  of  Townsend's 
regiment  were  killed,  and  ejgbt  (more  or  less)  wounded.  Hearing  this 
cannonading  and  firing  in  his  rear,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Washburn,  not 
knowing  but  that  his  communication  might  be  cut  off,  immediately  re- 
versed his  march,  as  did  Colonel  Duryea,  and  marched  back  to  form  a 
j auction  with  his  reserves.  General  Pierce,  who  was  with  Townsend's 
regiment,  fearing  that  the  enemy  had  got  notice  of  our  approach  and 
had  posted  himself  in  force  on  the  line  of  march,  and  not  getting  any 
communications  from  Colonel  Duryea,  sent  back  to  me  for  re-enforce- 
ments, and  I  immediately  ordered  Colonel  Allen's  regiment  to  be  put  in 
motion,  and  they  reached  Hampton  about  7  o'clock.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  true  state  of  facts  having  been  ascertained  by  General  Pierce,  the 
regiment  effected  a  junction  and  resumed  the  line  of  march.  At  the 
moment  of  the  firing  of  Bendix,  Colonel  Duryea  had  surprised  a  part 
of  an  outlying  guard  of  the  enemy,  consisting  of  three  persons,  who  have 
been  brought  in  to  me.  Of  course,  by  this  firing,  all  hope  of  a  surprise 
upon  the  camp  at  Little  Bethel  was  lost,  and  upon  marching  upon  it  it 
was  found  to  have  been  vacated,  and  the  cavalry  had  pressed  on  toward 
Big  Bethel.  Colonel  Duryea,  however,  destroyed 1  the  camp  at  Little 
Bethel,  and  advanced.  General  Pierce  then,  as  he  informs  me,  with 
the  advice  of  his  colonels,  thought  best  to  attempt  to  carry  the  works 
of  the  enemy  at  Big  Bethel,  and  made  dispositions  to  that  effect 

The  attack  commenced,  as  I  am  informed  (for  I  have  not  yet  received 
any  official  reports)  about  half  past  9  o'clock.  At  about  10  o'clock  General 
Pierce  sent  a  note  to  me,  saying  that  there  was  a  sharp  engagement 
with  the  enemy,  and  that  he  thought  he  should  be  able  to  maintain  his 
position  until  re-enforcements  could  come  up.  Acting  upon  this  informa- 
tion, Colonel  Carr's  regiment,  which  had  been  ordered  in  the  morning 
to  proceed  as  far  as  New  Market  Bridge,  was  allowed  to  go  forward.  I 
received  this  information,  for  which  I  had  sent  a  special  messenger,  about 
12  o'clock. 

1  immediately  made  disposition  from  Kewport  News  to  have  Colonel 
Phelps,  from  the  four  regiments  there,  to  forward  aid,  if  necessary.  As 
soon  as  these  orders  could  be  sent  forward  I  repaired  to  Hampton,  for 
the  purpose  of  having  proper  ambulances  and  wagons  for  the  sick  and 
wounded,  intending  to  go  forward  and  join  the  command.  While  the 
wagons  were  going  forward  a  messenger  came  announcing  that  the  en- 
gagement had  terminated,  and  that  the  troops  were  retiring  in  good  order 
to  camp. 

I  remained  upon  the  ground  at  Hampton,  personally  seeing  the 
wounded  put  in  boats  ana  towed  around  to  the  hospital,  and  ordering 
forward  Lieutenant  Morris,  with  two  boat  howitzers,  to  cover  the  rear  of 
ilio  returning  column  in  case  it  should  be  attacked.  Having  been  in- 
formed that  the  ammunition  of  the  artillery  had  been  expended,  and 
seeing  the  head  of  the  column  approach  Hampton  in  good  order,  1  waited 
for  General  Pierce  to  come  up.  I  am  informed  by  him  that  the  dead 
and  wounded  had  all  been  brought  off,  and  that  the  return  had  been 
conduct ed  in  good  order  and  without  haste.  I  learned  from  him  that 
the  men  behaved  with  great  steadiness,  with  the  exception  of  some  few 
instances,  and  that  the  attack  was  made  with  propriety,  vigor,  and 
courage,  but  that  the  enemy  were  found  to  be  supported  by  a  battery 
variously  estimated  as  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty  pieces,  some  of  which 
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were  rifled  cannon,  which  were  very  well  served,  and  protected  from 
being  readily  turned  by  a  creek  in  front. 

Oar  loss  is  very  considerable,  amounting,  perhaps,  to  forty  or  fifty,  a 
quarter  part  of  which,  you  will  see,  was  from  the  unfortunate  mistake, 
to  call  it  by  no  worse  name,  of  Colonel  Bendix. 

I  will,  as  soon  as  official  returns  can  be  got,  give  a  fuller  detail  of  the 
affair ;  and  will  only  add  now  that  we  have  to  regret  especially  the  death 
of  Lieutenant  Greble,  of  the  Second  Artillery,  who  went  out  with  Colonel 
Washburn  from  Newport  News,  and  who  very  efficiently  and  gallantly 
fought  his  piece  until  he  was  struck  by  a  cannon-shot. 

I  will  endeavor  to  get  accurate  statements  to  forward  by  the  next 
mail.  * 

I  think,  in  the  unfortunate  combination  of  circumstances  and  the  re- 
sult which  we  experienced,  we  have  gained  more  than  we  have  lost. 
Our  troops  have  learned  to  have  confidence  in  themselves  under  fire. 
The  enemy  have  shown  that  they  will  not  meet  us  in  the  open  field. 
Our  officers  have  learned  wherein  their  organization  and  drill  are 
inefficient 

While  waiting  for  the  official  reports,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  thus 
far  the  information  of  which  I  am  possessed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

Lieuteuant-General  Scott. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fortress  Monroe,  June  16, 1861. 

General  :  Upon  examination  of  the  official  reports  of  the  officers 
commanding  the  various  corps  who  were  engaged  in  the  skirmish  at 
Big  Bethel,  I  find  nothing  to  add  or  correct  in  my  former  dispatch,  in 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  dispositions  for  the  attack.  It  now  turns  out 
beyond  controversy,  as  I  deem,  that  the  firing  was  commenced  upon 
Colonel  Townsend's  by  Colonel  Bendix's  men.  It  is  not  so  certain 
whether  Colonel  Bendix  gave  the  order  to  fire  or  not,  although  the 
evidence  is  strong  upon  the  point  that  he  did  so.  It  was  evidently  a 
mistake,  and  in  spite  of  the  precaution  that,  before  any  order  to  fire 
was  to  be  given  in  the  dark,  the  watchword  "  Boston "  should  be 
shouted,  and  that  Colonel  Townsend's  men  should  be  distinguished  by 
a  white  badge  upon  the  arm,  with  which  order  Colonel  Townsend  com- 
plied. Lieutenant  Greble,  of  the  Second  Artillery  (regulars),  whose 
loss  as  a  gallant  officer,  thorough  soldier,  and  amiable  man  we  all  must 
deplore,  was  with  Colonel  Bendix's  command  and  participated  in  the 
mistake  of  Colonel  Bendix,  as  I  am  informed  by  the  colonel's  report. 
Colonel  Townsend  has  desired  a  court  of  inquiry  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
vestigating this  transaction,  with  which  request,  as  soon  as  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  public  service  will  permit,  I  shall  comply. 

As  I  stated  iu  the  former  report,  this  attack  was  not  intended  to 
enable  us  to  hold  Big  Bethel  as  a  post,  because  it  was  not  seriously  in 
our  way  on  auy  proposed  road  to  Yorktowu,  and  therefore  there  was 
never  any  intention  of  maintaining  it,  even  if  captured.  The  length 
of  the  road  and  the  heat  of  the  weather  had  caused  great  fatigue,  as 
many  of  the  troops,  the  previous  night  having  been  cool,  had  marched 
with  their  thickest  clothing.  I  take  leave  to  assure  you  that  every 
precaution  had  been  taken  to  prevent  notice  to  the  enemy  of  our 
approach.   A  picket  guard  had  been  sent  out  on  the  night  before  at  10 
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o'clock  to  prevent  the  egress  of  persons  from  our  camp  in  the  direction 
of  York  town,  but  we  have  since  learned  that  information  had  been 
communicated  to  the  enemy  of  our  approach,  and  v/e  believe  that  we 
have  under  arrest  the  person  who  communicated  the  intelligence— a 
discharged  soldier  of  the  United  States  many  years  since,  who  resided 
in  Hampton.  If  the  evidence  is  satisfactory  to  a  court-martial,  he  will 
be  dealt  with  with  snch  severity  of  punishment  as  will  be  a  lesson  to 
the  many  who  surround  us,  and  who  are  engaged  in  the  same  nefarious 


From  subsequent  information  I  am  certain  that  the  force  which  was 
at  first  in  Great  Bethel  did  not  exceed  a  regiment ,  and  had  the  order 
been  executed  which  I  had  given  to  General  Pierce  of  attack,  that,  "if 
we  find  the  enemy  and  surprise  tlietn,  we  will  fire  a  volley  if  necessary, 


capture  of  the  battery.  But  in  attempting  to  obtain  information  upon 
the  road  as  to  the  force  in  Big  Bethel,  the  exaggerated  statements  of 
the  inhabitants  and  the  negroes  as  to  the  numbers  intrenched  were 
taken,  instead  of  the  estimates  and  information  of  the  commanding 
general,  so  that  it  was  believed  by  the  officers  in  command  and  by  the 
men  that  there  were  4,000  or  5,000  there  in  force.  From  the  intelli- 
gence given  the  enemy,  and  tue  unfortunate  occurrence  of  the  morning, 
two  regiments  to  re-entbrco  them  were  at  last  brought  up,  but  not  until 
about  the  time  our  troops  retired.  I  make  no  doubt  that  the  battery 
would  have  been  taken  but  for  another  unfortunate  mistake,  as  reported 
to  me,  wherein  the  colonel  of  a  regiment  mistook  two  companies  of 
his  own  men,  which  had  been  separated  from  him  by  a  thicket,  for  a 
flanking  party  of  the  enemy,  making  a  sortie  from  the  battery,  and 
because  of  that  mistake  retired  ;  so  that  it  would  seem  that  the  skirmish 
was  lost  twice  because  our  officers  mistook  their  friends  for  their 
enemies.  I  am  informed,  and  fully  believe,  that  immediately  upon  the 
retiring  of  our  troops,  for  the  purpose,  as  was  supi>osed  by  the  enemy, 
of  turning  the  flank  of  the  battery,  the  battery  was  immediately 
evacuated,  and  remained  so  evacuated  until  the  second  day.  If  it  was 
so  done  it  would  be  a  matter  of  no  consequence,  l>ecause,  as  General 
Scott  had  been  informed,  as  I  have  already  previously  stated,  it  was  no 
part  of  our  intention  to  occupy  it.  The  major  part  of  the  officers  and 
men  behaved  with  the  greatest  gallantry  and  good  conduct,  and  I  have 
to  mention  in  terms  of  commendation  the  gallantry  and  courage  of 
Colonel  Townsend,  the  coolness  and  firmness  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Washburn,  and  the  efficiency  of  Captain  Haggerty,  of  my  staff,  who 
was  acting  as  aid  to  General  Pierce,  a  part  of  his  own  being  sick. 

The  country  has  to  deplore  the  loss  of  Maj.  Theodore  Winthrop,  my 
acting  military  secretary,  who  led  the  advance  corps  with  Colonel 
Duryea,  and  who  the  moment  before  his  death  had  gone  forward  on 
the  right  with  the  detachment  of  Vermont  and  Massachusetts  troops, 
under  order  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Washburn,  and  who  at  the  moment  of 
his  death  was  engaged  in  finding  the  best  manner  of  entering  the  battery, 
when  he  fell  mortally  wounded.  His  conduct,  his  courage,  his  efficiency 
in  the  field,  were  spoken  of  in  terms  of  praise  by  all  who  saw  him. 

Subsequent  knowledge  has  shown  beyond  all  question  that  if,  at  the 
time  our  troops  retired,  an  advance  had  been  ordered,  the  battery  would' 
have  been  taken ;  but  this  is  the  result  of  subsequent  knowledge,  and 
is  not  to  be  taken  as  evidence  of  the  want  of  efficiency  of  those  in 
command  of  our  troops.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to  announce  that 
our  loss  was  much  less  even  than  was  reported  in  my  former  dispatch, 
6  r  r — vol  IX 
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and  appears  by  the  official  report  furnished  herewith.  Our  loss  of 
those  permanently  injured  is  twenty-five.  I  have  the  honor  again  to 
inform  you  that  we  have  gained  much  more  than  we  have  lost  by  the 
skirmish  at  Big  Bethel,  and  while  the  advance  upon  the  battery  and 
the  capture  of  it  might  have  added  eolat  to  the  occasion,  it  would  not 
have  added  to  its  substantial  results.  I  have  been  very  careful  to  pro- 
cure an  accurate  account  of  the  dead,  wounded,  and  missing,  in  order 
that  I  may  assure  those  friends  who  are  anxious  for  the  safety  of  our 
soldiers  and  an  exact  account  may  be  given  of  all  those  injured.  There 
is  nothing  to  be  gained  by  any  concealment  in  this  regard.  The  exact 
truth,  which  is  to  be  stated  at  all  times,  if  anything  is  stated,  is  espe- 
cially necessary  on  such  occasions.  In  this  behalf  I  think  we  are  not 
to  take  a  lesson  from  our  enemies.  I  am  happy  to  add  that  upon  send- 
ing a  message  to  Torktown  I  found  that  the  courtesies  of  civilized  war- 
fare have  been  and  are  intended  to  be  extended  to  us  by  the  enemies 
of  the  country  now  in  arms,  which  in  this  department  at  all  times  shall 
be  fully  reciprocated.  1  have  omitted  a  detailed  statement  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  various  corps  in  this  attack,  because,  while  it  might  be 
interesting,  yet,  without  a  map  of  the  ground  and  details,  would  serve 
no  useful  purpose.  I  forward  herewith  the  official  reports  of  General 
Pierce  and  Colonels  Bendix  and  Townsend,  which  contain  all  that  may 
be  material. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-General  Scott. 

[iDclOAure.J 


GoMtuUiiu  in  the  United  State*  forces  at  Big  Bethel,  June  10,  1861. 
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Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  B.  W.  Pierce,  Maseachusetts  Militia. 

Gamp  Hamilton,  June  12, 1861. 

Sir  :  Sunday  forenoon,  June  9, 1861, 1  received  an  order  requiring  my 
attendance  at  your  headquarters  forthwith,  where  I  arrived  at  about  11 
o'clock,  and  found  you  and  Colonel  Duryea,  of  my  command,  consulting 
upon  a  plan  of  proposed  attack  upon  places  known  as  Big  Bethel  and 
Little  Bethel,  and  received  from  Captain  Butler,  of  your  staff,  the  Al- 
lowing plan  of  operations : 

A  regiment  or  battalion  to  march  from  Camp  Hamilton  (Duryea's),  each 
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to  be  supported  by  sufficient  reserves,  under  arms  in  camp  and  in  ad* 
vance  guard  out  on  the  line  of  march.  Duryea  to  push  out  two  picket* 
at  10  p.  m..  one  also  two  and  a  half  miles  beyond  Hampton,  on  tne 
county  road,  but  not  so  far  as  to  alarm  the  enemy.  This  is  important. 
Second  picket  half  as  far  as  the  first ;  both  pickets  as  much  out  of  sight 
as  possible.  No  one,  whomsoever,  to  be  allowed  to  pass  out  through 
their  lines.  Persons  to  be  allowed  to  pass  inwards,  unless  it  appeared 
they  intend  to  go  around  about  and  dodge  through  the  point  At  12 
o'clock  p.  m.  (midnight)  Colonel  Duryea  will  march  his  regiment,  with 
twenty  rounds  cartridges,  in  the  county  road  toward  Little  Bethel ;  scows 
to  be  provided  to  ferry  them  across  Hampton  Creek. 
March  to  be  rapid,  but  not  hurried. 

A  howitzer,  with  canister  and  shrapnel,  to  go,  and  a  wagon  with  planks 
and  materials  to  repair  New  Market  Bridge.  Duryea  to  have  the  200 
rifles  j  he  will  pick  the  men  to  whom  they  are  intrusted.  Rockets 
to  be  thrown  up  from  Newport  News.  Notify  Commodore  Pendergrast 
of  this,  to  prevent  general  alarm.  Newport  News  movement  to  be  made 
somewhat  later,  as  the  distance  is  somewhat  less.  If  we  find  the  enemy 
and  surprise  them,  we  will  fire  a  volley  if  desirable,  not  reload,  and  go 
ahead  with  the  bayonet  As  the  attack  is  to  be  made  at  night,  or  the 
gray  of  the  morning,  and  in  two  detachments,  our  people  should  have 
some  token,  say  a  white  rag,  or  nearest  approach  to  white  attainable, 
on  the  left  arm.  Perhaps  the  detachments  who  are  engaged  in  the  ex- 
pedition should  be  smaller  than  a  regiment 

If  we  capture  the  Little  Bethel  men,  push  on  to  Big  Bethel  and  simi- 
larly capture  them.  Burn  up  both  the  Bethels.  Blow  up,  if  brick.  To 
protect  our  rear  in  case  we  take  either  field  pieces,  and  the  enemy  should 
march  the  main  body,  if  there  are  any,  to  recover  them,  it  would  be  well 
to  have  a  party  of  competent  artillerists,  regular  or  otherwise,  to  handle 
the  captured  guns  on  the  retirement  oi  our  main  body :  als"o  spikes  to 
spike  them.  George  Scott  is  to  have  a  revolver.  And  m  pursuance  of 
these  orders  is  issued  the  following  order  early  Sunday  evening : 


Gkneral  Orders,  \  Headquarters  Camp  Hamilton,  June  9,  1861. 

No.  12.  5 

A  plan  of  attack  to-night  is  herewith  inclosed  and  forwarded  to  Colonel  Duryea, 
commanding  Fifth  Regiment  of  New  York  State  Volunteers,  who  will  act  accordingly. 
Colonel  Townsend,  commanding  Third  Regiment  of  New  York  State  Volunteers,  will 
march  his  command  in  support  of  Colonel  Duryea.  Colonel  Carr,  commanding  the 
Second  Regiment  New  York  State  Volunteers,  will  detach  the  artillery  compauy  of  his 
regiment  with  their  field  pieces,  and  tako  their  position  at  tho  burned  bridge,  near 
Hampton,  Colonels  Allen,  Carr,  and  McChesney  will  hold  their  entire  command  in 
readiness,  fully  prepared  to  march  at  a  moment's  notice.  All  the  troops  will  be  sup- 
plied with  one  day's  rations,  and  each  man  with  twenty  rounds  of  ball  cartridges ; 
and,  that  no  mistake  may  bo  made,  all  tho  troops,  as  they  charge,  will  Bhout 4<  Boston." 
Colonels  Allen,  Carr,  Townsend,  Duryea,  and  McChesney  will  govern  themselves  ac- 
cordingly. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  W.  Pierce : 

R  A.  PIERCE,  Brigade  Major. 

And,  in  compliance  with  this  order,  Colonel  Duryea  sent  out  two  pick- 
ets at  10  o'clock  p.  m.,  two  and  one-half  miles  beyond  Hampton,  on  the 
county  road,  with  orders  to  keep  out  of  sight  as  much  as  possible,  al- 
lowing persons  to  pass  in,  but  none  to  pass  out.  At  twenty  minutes 
past  12  o'clock  (midnight)  Colonel  Duryea  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
command  over  the  river  at  Hampton,  and  pushed  on  for  Little  Bethel, 
having  now  upon  that  side  of  the  river  some  850  men.  He  was  followed: 
about  two  hours  after  by  the  Third  Regiment  New  York  State  Volun- 
teers, Colonel  Townsend,  with  050  men,  and  a  detachment  from  Colonel 
Cut's  regiment,  with  two  mountain  howitzers,  under  the  direction  of 
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a  non-commissioned  officer  and  four  privates  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  accom- 
panied by  myself,  with  an  aide-de-camp ;  and  we  had  proceeded  on 
about  four  miles,  having  taken  the  precaution  to  keep  a  mounted  officer 
considerably  in  advance  to  reconnoiter  the  road  until  we  had  reached 
New  Market  Bridge,  where  we  came  up  with  a  considerable  number  of 
Colonel  Duryea's  men,  who  were  left  to  guard  the  bridge.  Passing  on 
myself,  with  aide-de-camp  still  being  considerably  in  advance,  we  discov- 
ered a  large  body  of  armed  men  by  the  roadside,  who  appeared  to  be 
emerging  from  the  woods  and  taking  up  their  position  on  the  road,  and, 
beheving  them  to  be  friends,  we  were  passing  on,  when  we  suddenly 
discovered  that  they  were  occupying  the  road  with  a 'field  piece,  just 
ready  to  open  fire  upon  us,  and  we  were  immediately  saluted  by  a  vol- 
ley from  their  small-arms  and  a  discharge  from  their  field  piece,  quickly 
followed  by  an  indiscriminate  fire  from  Colonel  Townsend's  regiment 
I  rode  back,  ordered  them  to  cease  firing,  charge  bayonets,  and  shout 
Boston.  Colonel  Townsend's  men  fell  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  road 
in  confusion,  but  in  a  few  minutes  rallied  and  reformed,  by  directions  of 
myself  and  Colonel  Townsend,  under  a  very  heavy  fire.  I  then  ordered 
the  column  to  withdraw  to  a  position  about  one-half  a  mile  back  across 
the  bridge,  on  rising  ground,  where  they  could  sustain  themselves,  de- 
stroying the  bridge  as  we  passed.  This  movement  I  caused  to  be  made, 
hoping  to  draw  the  supposed  enemy  from  their  positions,  and  also  to 
await  re-enforcements,  which  I  had  sent  for,  from  Hampton.  When 
we  found  the  supposed  enemy  advancing,  I  threw  out  skirmishers,  who, 
to  my  surprise,  I  soon  found  uniting  themselves  with  the  supposed 
enemy,  who  in  a  few  minutes  proved  to  be  friends,  and  a  portion  of  the 
forces  from  Newport  News,  commanded  by  Colonel  Bendix.  The  result 
of  this  fire  upon  us  was,  2  mortally  wounded  (1  since  dead) ;  3  danger- 
ously ;  4  officers  and  12  privates  slightly :  making  a  total,  21. 

Leaving  the  rest  to  collect  the  wounded  and  refresh  the  tired  men,  I 
had  an  interview  with  the  commanding  officers  preseut — Colonels  Town- 
send,  Duryea,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Washburn — and  was  strongly 
advised  by  Duryea  and  Washburn  not  to  proceed,  as  the  enemy,  being 
now  warned  of  our  approach,  would  gain  strength  from  Yorktown,  ana 
that  the  original  design  of  surprise  had  now  become  fully  frustrated. 
I  decided  that  it  was  my  duty  to  follow  my  written  instructions^and 
in  this  decision  was  sustained  by  Major  Winthrop  and  Captain  Hag- 
gerty,  your  aides-de-camp. 

In  answer  to  the  remonstrance  of  Colonel  Duryea  and  Washburn, 
that  re-enforcements  would  come  from  Yorktown,  I  replied  that  we  had 
already  sent  for  re-enforcements  from  Camp  Hamilton,  and  I  hoped  that 
ours  at  least  might  equal  theirs.  We  then  marched  on,  being  joined  by 
the  forces  from  Newport  News ;  and  in  reply  to  the  question  from  Col- 
onel Washburn,  how  are  we  to  proceed,  I  aaia,  follow  the  original  design 
of  General  Butler  to  the  extent  of  our  several  abilities. 

Soon  after  arrived  at  Little  Bethel.  That  we  burned,  finding  no  resist- 
ance, and  halted  the  columu,  bringing  the  artillery  to  the  front  We 
soon  after  obtained  the  testimony  of  a  woman  at  a  farm-house  that  Big 
Bethel  was  garrisoned  by  some  4,000  men,  and  from  a  negro  obtained 
substantially  a  like  information.  When  we  arrived  within  a  mile  of 
County  Bridge  the  column  halted,  and  Captains  Kilpatrick  and  Bart- 
lett  having  discovered  that  the  euemy  were  holding  a  strong  position  in 
battery  at  the  head  of  the  road,  we  now  drew  up  in  line  of  battle  at  the 
skirts  of  the  wood,  the  artillery  and  howitzers  being  pushed  some  thirty 
rods  up  the  road.  Captains  Winslow,  Bartlett,  and  Kilpatrick  having 
been  ordered  to  advance  as  skirmishers,  the  regiment  of  Colonel  Duryea 
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was  by  my  orders  moved  out  to  the  right  of  the  main  road,  the  right  flank 
resting  behind  a  dense  wood  which  skirted  the  road,  where  it  remained 
in  line  of  battle  in  an  open  field  about  800  paces  from  the  battery. 

The  forces  from  Newport  News  were  brought  into  a  second  line  of 
battle  in  the  field  to  the  left  of  the  road,  and  were  soon  after  moved  by 
a  flank  so  as  to  cross  the  road  to  cover  the  front,  then  being  vacated  by 
the  Fifth  Begiment,  now  being  marched  by  a  flank  through  and  covered 
I  >;  the  woods  on  the  right,  the  Fifth  Begiment  being  supported  on  the 
right  by  the  forces  from  Newport  News.  The  latter,  being  marched 
through  the  woods  for  that  purpose,  made  several  attempts  to  charge 
the  batteries,  but  were  prevented  by  creek.  Meanwhile  the  artillery 
in  the  road  was  operated  by  the  directions  of  Lieutenant  Greble,  who 
lost  his  life  just  at  the  close  of  the  action. 

While  this  was  being  done  on  the  right,  I  directed  Colonel  Townsend, 
with  his  regiment,  to  advance  and  take  a  position  in  a  lane  at  right  an- 
gles to  the  main  road  leading  to  the  battery,  where  he  was  directed  to 
send  out  skirmishers  to  ascertain  the  strength  of  the  enemy's  right,  and 
for  that  purpose  detailed  Captains  John  G.  Butler  and  Edwin  S.  Jenny, 
with  their  companies,  to  cross  the  field  immediately,  and  to  so  skirmish 
as  to  draw  the  enemy's  fire,  which  was  gallantly  performed.  The  enemy's 
fire  was  delivered  vigorously.  Colonel  Townsend  now  moved  his  regi- 
ment up  to  the  point  where  the  skirmishers  were  engaged — a  movement 
which  the  regiment  performed  in  line  of  battle  as  if  on  parade,  in  the 
face  of  a  severe  fire  of  artillery  and  small-arms,  in  a  manner  entirely  sat- 
isfactory— and  were  joined  by  about  one  hundred  of  the  Fifth  Begiment 
as  skirmishers  on  the  right  of  Colonel  Townsend's  command. 

By  the  time  Colonel  Townsend's  regiment  had  arrived  at  its  position 
it  became  apparent  that  the  battery  had  been  strongly  re-enforced,  and 
that  any  effort  to  take  it  was  useless.  Besides,  a  company  of  that  regi- 
ment had  been  separated  from  the  regiment  by  a  thickly-hedged  ditch, 
and  as  the  regiment  moved  forward  towards  the  skirmishers  this  com- 
pany marched  into  the  adjoining  field  in  a  line  with  the  regiment.  This 
was  not  known  to  Colonel  Townsend,  who  supposed,  when  the  regiment 
approached,  that  it  was  the  entire  regiment.  Consequently,  upon  see- 
ing among  the  breaks  in  the  hedges  the  glistening  of  bayonets  in  the 
adjoining  field,  [he]  immediately  concluded  that  the  enemy  were  out- 
flanking him,  [and]  conceived  it  to  be  his  duty  to  retire  and  repel  their 
advance,  when  bv  his  order  his  regiment  resumed  their  original  position. 
Shortly  after  I  directed  all  the  forces  to  retire. 

Colonel  Duryea  having  said  that  his  men  were  tired  out,  completely 
exhausted,  and  that  they  must  be  taken  to  the  rear,  Colonel  Allen,  of 
the  First  New  York  Begiment,  advancing  at  this  time,  I  immediately 
directed  him  to  throw  his  regiment  into  the  lane  to  the  left  of  the 
main  road  leading  to  the  battery,  and  the  Second  •  Begiment,  Colonel 
Carr  commanding,  were  by  order  promptly  formed  in  line  of  battle,  cov- 
ering the  ground  lately  occupied  by  the  Fifth  Begiment,  with  their 
field  pieces,  upon  the  left.  I  then  ordered  the  killed  and  wounded  picked 
ap  placed  in  whatever  vehicle  could  be  procured  for  their  conveyance, 
the  regiments  of  Colonels  Allen  and  Carr  mean  while  keeping  the  enemy 
at  bay.  On  the  retreat  the  regiment  of  Colonel  Duryea  led  the  column, 
followed  by  that  of  Colonel  Townsend  and  the  forces  from  Newport  News, 
the  regiments  of  Colonels  Allen  and  Carr  forming  the  rear  guard  of  the 
retreating  column.  Some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  keeping  the  men 
in  proper  order  during  the  retreat,  the  men  being  so  exhausted  by  thirst 
as  to  rush  out  of  the  ranks  wherever  water  was  to  be  had. 

For  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  please  refer  to  my  former  report. 
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In  closing  this  report,  I  wish  to  bear  iny  testimony  to  the  gallant  and 
soldierlike  conduct  of  Colonel  Townsend,  who  was  indefatigable  in  en- 
couraging his  men  and  leading  them  in  the  hottest  scenes  of  the  action. 
I  also  desire  to  acknowledge  the  valuable  service  rendered  me  by  the 
lamented  Major  Winthrop  and  Captain  Haggerty,  of  your  staff,  in  car- 
rying orders  to  posts  of  exposure  and  danger.  Colonel  Carr,  in  covering 
the  retreat,  showed  himself  a  good  soldier,  ready  and  willing  to  do  his 
duty.  In  the  death  of  Lieutenant  Greble,  of  U.  8.  Army,  who  bravely 
fell  at  his  gun,  I  recognize  the  loss  of  an  able  and  gallant  officer,  whose 
conduct  in  the  battle  is  deserving  of  all  praise,  and  whose  memory  should 
be  perpetuated  by  a  grateful  country. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

BBBNBZER  W.  PIERCE, 

Brigadier  General. 

Benj.  F.  Butler, 

Major- General,  Commanding  Department  of  Virginia. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Col  Frederick  Townsend,  Third  New  York  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Regiment  N.  Y.  Volunteers, 

June  12, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Pierce,  that  on  the  evening  of  Sunday,  June  9, 1  received  orders  from 
him  to  have  my  command  in  readiness,  with  one  day's  rations,  to  move 
that  night,  to  form  part  of  a  column  composed  of  two  regiments  from 
Newport  News  and  Colonel  Duryea's  and  my  own,  intended  to  make  a 
reconnaissance  in  force  towards  Yorktown.  In  obedience  to  these  orders, 
with  the  concerted  sign  of  a  white  badge  upon  our  left  arms,  at  midnight 
I  marched  my  regiment  to  Hampton,  where  the  general  met  the  com 
mand  and  accompanied  it. 

On  approaching  a  defile  through  a  thick  wood,  about  five  or  six  miles 
from  Hampton,  a  heavy  and  well-sustained  fire  of  canister  and  small- 
arms  was  opened  upon  the  regiment  while  it  was  marching  in  a  narrow 
road  upon  the  flank,  in  route  step,  and  wholly  unsuspicious  of  an  enemy, 
inasmuch  as  we  were  ordered  to  re-enforce  Colonel  Duryea,  who  had 
preceded  us  by  some  two  hours,  and  who  had  been  ordered  to  throw 
out  as  he  marched  an  advance  guard  two  and  a  half  miles  from  his 
regiment  and  a  sustaining  force  half  way  between  the  advance  and  the 
regiment;  therefore,  had  Colonel  Duryea  been  obliged  to  retreat  upon 
us  before  we  reached  his  locality,  we  should  have  heard  distant  firing 
or  some  of  his  regiment  would  have  been  seen  retreating.  The  force 
which  fired  upon  us  was  subsequently  ascertained  to  be  only  the  regi- 
ment of  Colonel  Bendix,  though  a  portion  of  the  Vermont  and  Fourth 
Massachusetts  regiments  were  with  it,  having  come  down  with  two 
G-pounder  field  pieces  from  Newport  News  to  join  the  column.  These 
regiments  took  up  a  masked  position  in  the  woods  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  defile.  The  result  of  the  fire  upon  us  was,  two  mortally 
wounded  (one  since  dead),  three  dangerously,  and  four  officers  and 
twelve  privates  slightly,  making  a  total  of  twenty-one. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  fire  the  general,  Captain  Chamberlain, 
1  us  aide-de-camp,  and  two  mountain  how i tzers,  were  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  paces  in  advance  of  the  regiment.  The  fire  was  opened  upon 
them  first  by  a  discharge  from  small-arms,  and  immediately  followed 
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by  a  rapidly  -sustained  volley  upon  my  regiment  and  the  field  pieces. 
My  men  then  generally  discharged  their  pieces  and  jumped  to  the  right 
and  left  of  the  road,  and  recommenced  loading  and  tiring.  In  a  few 
minutes  the  regiment  was  reformed  in  the  midst  of  this  heavy  fire,  and 
by  the  general's  directions  retired  in  a  thoroughly  military  manner,  in 
order  to  withdraw  the  supposed  enemy  from  his  position. 

On  ascertaining  that  the  enemy  were  our  friends,  and  providing  for 
the  wounded,  we  joined  Colonel  Duryea  and  Colonel  Bendix,  the  former 
having  returned,  and  proceeded  on  the  reconnaissance  at  Big  Bethel. 
Some  seven  or  more  miles  on  we  found  the  enemy  in  force,  well  fortified, 
with  a  battery,  said  to  be  of  twenty  guns,  in  position,  some  of  them  rifle 
cannon.  The  information  relative  to  the  guns  in  position  at  the  Bethel 
battery  was  given  to  me  on  the  ground  by  Colonel  Duryea,  who  informed 
me  that  he  received  it  from  a  reconuoitering  officer  whom  he  had  sent  to 
the  front  to  ascertain  the  position  of  things.  On  arriving  at  this  point, 
in  order  to  feel  the  enemy,  battle  was  immediately  given  by  the  orders 
of  the  general.  We  were  ordered  to  take  up  a  position  in  a  field  about 
eight  hundred  paces  from  the  battery.  I  was  then  directed  by  the  gen- 
eral to  advance  to  a  position  in  a  road  at  right  angles  to  the  main  road 
leading  to  the  battery,  and  about  two  hundred  paces  from  it,  on  the  left 
of  Colonel  Duryea.  I  was  then  directed  to  send  out  skirmishers  to 
ascertain  the  strength  of  the  enemy's  right,  for  which  purpose  I  detailed 
Capts.  John  6.  Butler  and  Edwin  S.  Jenny,  with  their  companies,  to 
cross  the  field  immediately  in  front  of  the  right  of  the  battery,  and  so 
to  skirmish  as  to  draw  the  enemy's  fire,  which  duty  they  gallautly  per- 
formed. The  enemy's  fire  was  delivered  vigorously  almost  immediately 
upon  these  companies  entering  the  field.  On  crossing  it  myself,  and 
considering  that  there  might  be  a  possibility  of  our  capturing  the  bat- 
tery,* I  moved  the  regiment  up  to  the  point  where  our  skirmishers  were 
engaged-^a  movement  which  the  regiment  performed  iu  line  of  battle 
as  if  on  parade,  in  face  of  a  severe  fire  of  artillery  and  small-arms,  and 
in  a  manner  entirely  to  my  satisfaction. 

By  the  time  the  regiment  had  arrived  at  its  position  it  became  evident 
that  the  right  portion  of  the  battery  had  been  strongly  re-enforced  by 
men  from  the  enemy's  left,  and  that  an  effort  to  take  the  battery  then 
was  useless ;  besides,  a  company  of  my  regiment  had  been  separated 
from  the  regiment  by  a  thickly  hedged  ditch,  and  as  the  regiment;  moved 
forward  toward  the  skirmishers,  this  company  marched  in  the  adjoining 
field  on  a  line  with  the  regiment. 

This  was  not  known  to  me  until  after  the  engagement.  I  supposed 
when  the  regiment  approached  that  it  was  the  entire  regiment  Con- 
sequently, upon  seeing  among  the  breaks  in  the  hedge  the  glistening 
of  bayonets  in  the  adjoining  field,  I  immediately  concluded  that,  the 
<  Miemy  were  outflanking  us,  and  conceived  it  to  be  my  duty  immediately 
to  retire  and  repel  that  advance.  I  resumed,  therefore,  my  original  po- 
sition on  the  left  of  Colonel  Duryea,  Shortly  after  all  the  forces  were 
directed  to  retire,  the  design  of  the  reconnaissance  having  been  accom- 
plished. 

I  of  course  forbear  speaking  of  the  movements  of  other  corps,  except- 
ing as  immediately  connected  with  my  regiment,  and  it  were  especially 
gratuitous,  inasmuch  as  the  general  was  upon  the  field  and  directed  the 
movements  of  the  various  commands  in  person. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED'K  TOWNSEND, 

Colonel  Third  Regiment. 

Maj.  R.  A.  Pierce,  Brigade  Inspector,  doc. 
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No.  4. 


Report  of  Vol.  John  B.  Bendix,  Seventh  New  York  Infantry. 

Camp  Butler,  Newport  News, 
Headquarters  Seventh  Regiment  N.  Y.  F.,  June  12,  1861. 

Sir  :  On  the  evening  of  the  10th  instant  I  proceeded,  according  to 
instruct  ions,  to  the  cross-roads,  and  took  my  position  as  reserve  with 
one  field  piece.  The  advance,  consisting  of  300  men  of  the  Vermont, 
300  of  the  Massachusetts,  and  150  men  belonging  to  my  regiment,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Washburn,  of  the  Vermont  regiment, 
had  gone  on  with  one  field  piece.  I  was  taking  my  position  when  we 
saw  what  I  supposed  some  cavalry.  I  asked  the  gunner  if  he  was 
loaded.  The  answer  was,  "  No,  sir."  Then  I  directed  him  to  load,  but 
before  this  was  done  the  firing  commenced.  Lieutenant  Greble,  of  the 
U.  8.  Army,  rode  forward  for  assistance.  The  firing  lasted  some  fifteen 
miuutes — am  not  certain  which  commenced  the  fire.  I  did  not  give  the 
word  to  fire,  but  think  likely  my  men  fired  first,  and  finding  the  fire  re- 
turned, and  not  expecting  friends  from  that  quarter,  I  stopped  the  firing 
as  soon  as  I  could,  and  directed  one  company  to  guard  the  rear  and  one 
company  to  go  out  in  the  field  on  the  right  and  find  out  where  the 
enemy  (as  I  supposed  them  to  be)  were  situated.  Then  sent  a  squad 
down  the  road  and  found  to  my  horror  that  there  had  been  a  sad  mis- 
take, having  fired  upon  General  Pierce  and  staff  and  Colonel  Town- 
send's  regiment.  Our  advance  then  returned  to  my  assistance.  Lieu 
tenant-Colonel  Eapff,  on  my  right,  then  reported  that  he  had  taken  two 
prisoners  (citizens)  with  double  barreled  shot-guns  in  their  hands.  One 
of  the  pieces  had  one  barrel  discharged.  The  prisoners  were  sent  to 
Fort  Monroe.  My  men  took  one  gold  aud  one  silver  watch,  with  pocket- 
book,  containing  some  silver  and  paper  money,  from  them,  which  I  have, 
subject  to  orders. 

I  was  then  ordered  to  bring  up  the  rear  of  the  column,  and  proceed 
to  Big  Bethel.  We  had  marched  some  six  or  seven  miles,  when  I  was 
ordered  to  the  front  with  the  field  piece,  and  before  we  had  got  ready 
for  action  the  enemy  opened  their  fire  upon  us,  striking  one  man  down 
by  my  side  at  the  first  shot  Not  expecting  this,  it  caused  some  confu 
sion,  and  having  received  no  orders,  I  did  the  best  I  could  as  skirmish- 
ers in  the  woods.  I  then  looked  for  General  Pierce,  and  by  his  direction 
took  my  position  on  the  enemy's  left  flank  with  some  two  hundred  Ver- 
mont and  Massachusetts  troops,  aud  we  were  not  strong  enough  to 
make  an  attack,  and  after  firing  some  time,  withdrew  back  into  the 
woods.  When  we  got  into  the  woods  I  found  the  troops  retiring,  and 
followed.  I  then  saw  General  Pierce,  who  told  me  to  retire,  which  I  did 
in  the  main  column  until  we  came  to  the  cross-roads,  when  our  detach- 
ment came  to  Newport  News.* 

•  •••••• 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


IX, 
Colofiel. 


Colonel  Phelps. 


•  List  of  casualties,  here  omitted,  is  embraced  in  statement  following  General 
Butler's  reports,  p.  82. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Chat.  IX.)  ENGAGEMENT  AT  BIG  BETHEL,  VA.  89 

No.  5. 

Report  of  Capt.  Judson  Kilpatrick,  Fifth  New  York  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Camp  Hamilton,  June  11, 1861. 

Sir  :  Iu  accordance  with  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  my  command,  acting  as  the  advance  guard  on  the 
evening  of  the  9th,  and  a  brief  account  of  my  command  during  the  en- 
gagement on  the  following  day  at  the  new  County  Bridge.  I  left  camp 
with  my  command  at  10  p.  m.,  consisting  of  fifty  men  of  Company  H, 
one  lieutenant  (Cambreleng),  four  sergeants,  and  four  corporals;  Com- 
pany I,  Captain  Bartlett,  one  lieutenant  (York),  four  sergeauts,  and 
two  corporals.  Crossed  the  river  at  Hampton  half  past  10  p.  m.,  reached 
New  Market  Bridge  at  la.  m.,  threw  out  scouts  in  all  directions,  and 
waited  for  the  main  body,  which  arrived  at  3  a.  m. 

According  to  your  orders  1  advanced  on  the  road  to  new  County 
Bridge,  the  point  where  the  enemy  was  reported  to  have  made  a  stand* 
A  little  before  daylight,  when  within  a  mile  and  a  quarter  of  the  bridge, 
we  discovered  the  outlying  picket  guard  of  the  enemy,  aud  were  chal- 
lenged, "  Who  comes  there  1 "  I  replied,  u  Who  stands  there  t n  A  horse- 
man attempted  to  leave.  Corporal  Ellerson,  of  Company  H,  spraug  in 
advance,  directing  him  to  halt  I,  supposing  the  enemy  to  be  in  force, 
gave  the  commaud  to  fire  and  charge.  In  a  moment  the  affair  was 
over;  twenty  or  thirty  shots  had  been  given  and  exchanged ;  the  ofl&eer 
of  the  guard  was  captured  aud  disarmed.  At  this  time,  hearing  firing 
in  the  rear,  and  supposing  that  our  rear  guard  was  attacked,  I  returned  to 
follow  the  main  body,  under  Colonel  Duryca,who  was  advancing  by  forced 
march  in  the  direction  of  the  firing,  only  to  discover  that  by  mistake 
our  own  forces,  coming  in  different  directions,  and  supposing  each  to  be 
the  enemy,  had  fired  several  shots  before  the  mistake  was  discovered. 
I  again  advanced,  and  at  8  a.  m.  met  with  and  drove  in  the  picket 
guards  of  the  enemy.  I  then  detached  a  portion  of  my  command,  made  an 
armed  reconnaissance,  and  found  the  enemy  with  about  from  three  thou- 
sand to  five  thousand  men  posted  in  a  strong  position  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  bridge,  three  earthworks  and  a  masked  battery  on  the  right 
and  left,  in  advance  of  the  stream  thirty  pieces  of  artillery  and  a  large 
force  of  cavalry,  all  of  which  information  I  reported  to  you  at  once. 

I  was  ordered  to  advance  and  engage  the  enemy  in  throwing  out 
skirmishers  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  road  leading  to  the  bridge. 
We  rapidly  advanced,  supported  by  the  advance  guard  of  Colonel  Duryea 
and  three  pieces  of  artillery,  under  Lieutenant  Greble,  of  the  Second  Begi- 
ment  U.  8.  Artillery.  .  The  enemy  soon  opened  fire  on  us  from  the  rifle 
cannon  in  fiont.  We  answered  his  discharges  by  a  cheer  and  continued 
to  advance,  clearing  all  before  us,  till  we  reached  a  point  just  on  the 
edge  of  the  woods,  where  the  fire  was  so  hot  and  heavy  that  we  were 
compelled  to  halt,  and  there  we  remained,  as  directed  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Warren,  till  that  gallant  officer  had  made  dispositions  to  turn 
their  flanks.  The  enemy's  fire  at  this  time  began  to  tell  upon  us  with 
great  effect.  My  men  were  falling  one  after  another,  as  was  the  case 
with  the  rest  of  the  command. 

After  remaining  in  this  position  about  two  hours,  and  our  object  hav- 
ing been  accomplished — numbers  of  our  men  being  killed  and  wounded, 
having  received  a  grape  through  my  thigh,  which  tore  off  a  portion  of 
the  rectangle  on  Colonel  Duryea's  left  shoulder,  passed  through  my  leg, 
and  killed  a  soldier  in  my  rear — I  withdrew  my  men  to  the  skirts  of  the 
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wood.  We  managed  to  reach  Lieutenant  Greble's  battery,  and  bring  to 
his  aid  several  of  my  men.  The  charge  was  then  sounded.  Lieutenant 
Greble  opened  fire  with  grape  and  canister  within  two  [hundred]  yards 
of  the  enemy's  lines.  Captains  Winslow,  Bartlett,  and  myself  charged 
with  our  commands  in  front,  Captain  Denike  and  Lieutenant  Duryea  (son 
of  Colonel  Duryea),  and  about  two  hundred  of  the  Troy  Rifles  upon  the 
right,  Colonel  Townsend  with  his  men  to  the  left.  The  enemy  were 
forced  out  of  the  first  battery,  all  the  forces  were  rapidly  advancing,  and 
everything  promised  a  speedy  victory,  when  we  were  ordered  to  fall 
back.  Where  this  order  came  from  I  do  not  know.  We  maintained 
our  position  till  Colonel  Townsend  began  to  retire  with  his  whole  com- 
mand. Being  left  there  alone,  and  no  prospect  of  receiving  aid,  we 
ordered  the  men  to  fall  back,  which  they  did,  and  in  good  order,  form- 
ing their  line  of  battle  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  the  rear. 
A  few  minutes  afterwards  orders  came  from  General  Pierce  to  cease 
firing  and  retire. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  mention  the  gallant  conduct  of  Captain 
Bartlett,  who  came  up  with  the  reserve,  re-enforcing  my  line^and  was  ever 
at  the  point  of  danger  encouraging  his  men.  Lieutenant  York,  in  com- 
mand of  my  left,  and  Lieutenant  Cambreleng,  in  command  of  my  right, 
displayed  the  greatest  bravery.  Lieutenant  York's  sword  was  broken 
by  a  grape  shot,  and  he  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  leg.  I  shall  ever 
be  grateful  to  Captain  Winslow,  who  rescued  me  after  our  forces  had 
left  He  came  to  my  aid,  assisted  by  Sergeants  Onderdonk  and  Agnus, 
at  the  last  moment,  but  in  time  to  rescue  me  from  the  enemy. 

I  would  also  favorably  mention  Private  Wood,  who  brought  me  val- 
uable information,  and  who  fired  the  first  shot;  Private  John  Dunn, 
whose  arm  was  shattered  by  a  cannon  ball,  and  who  bore  himself  with 
the  greatest  bravery,  and  who  said  to  Surgeon  Gilbert,  while  amputat- 
ing his  arm,  that  he  could  not  have  lost  it  in  a  nobler  cause.  The  whole 
command,  men  and  officers,  did  themselves  the  greatest  credit,  and  I 
am  satisfied  can  conqner  anything  except  impossibilities. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

J.  KILPATRICK, 

Captain  Company  H. 

Col.  A.  Dub  ye  A. 


No.  6. 

Letter  of  the  Confederate  Secretary  of  War, 

Confederate  States  of  America,  War  Dep>t, 

Richmond,  March  31,  1862. 

To  the  honorable  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir:  In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  I 
have  the  honor  to  communicate  herewith  copies  of  the  official  reports 
on  file  in  this  Department  of  the  battle  of  Bethel  on  the  10th  of  June, 
1861. 

Very  r<«pectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  RANDOLPH, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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No.  7. 

Report*  of  Col.  J.  B.  Magruder,  C.  &  Army. 

Headquarters  Bethel  Church,  June  10, 1861. 

Sib  :  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  we  were  attacked  by  about 
3,600  troops  of  the  Federal  Army,  with  several  pieces  of  heavy  artillery, 
firing  grape  shot,  this  morning  at  10  o'clock,  and  at  12*  routed  them 
completely,  with  considerable  loss  on  their  side.  The  prisoners  report 
their  force  to  be  5.000.  Ct  was  certainly  3,600.  Ours  about  1,200  en- 
gaged ;  1,400  in  all. 

Mr.  George  A.  Magruder,  jr.,  a  volunteer  aide,  who  is  as  conspicuous 
for  his  gallantry  as  for  his  efficiency,  will  deliver  this  in  person. 

Thirty  five  hundred  men  are  on  my  right  flank ;  10,000  on  my  left. 
Please  send  re-enforcements  immediately.  Yorktown  and  Williamsburg, 
in  my  rear,  have  troops  quite  insufficient  in  numbers  to  defend  them. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGBUDEB, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Hampton  Division. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Camp  Bethel, 

Bethel  Church,  June  10,  1861. 

Sir:  The  enemy,  thirty -five  hundred  strong,  attacked  us  at  our 
post,  and  after  a  very  animated  conflict  of  two  hours  and  a  half  was 
repulsjid  at  all  points  and  totally  routed.  Four  companies  of  cavalry 
are  now'  in  hot  pursuit  toward  Newport  News.  I  cannot  speak  too 
highly  of  the  devotion  of  our  troops,  all  of  whom  did  their  duty  nobly, 
and  whilst  it  might  appear  invidious  to  speak  particularly  of  any  regi- 
ment or  corps  where  all  behaved  so  well,  I  am  compelled  to  express 
my  great  appreciation  of  the  skill  and  gallantry  of  Major  Bandolph 
and  his  howitzer  batteries,  and  Colonel  Hill,  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
North  Carolina  regiment  As  an  instance  of  the  latter  1  will  merely 
mention  that  a  gun  under  the  gallant  Captain  Brown,  of  the  howitzer 
battery,  having  been  rendered  unfit  for  service  by  the  breaking  of  a 
priming  wire  in  the  vent,  and  not  being  defended  by  infantry  from  the 
small  number  we  had  at  our  command.  Captain  Brown  threw  it  over  a 
precipice,  and  the  work  was  occupied  for  a  moment  by  the  enemy. 
Captain  Bridgers,  of  the  North  Carolina  regiment,  in  the  most  gallant 
manner  retook  it  and  held  it  until  Captain  Brown  had  replaced  and 
put  in  position  another  piece,  and  then  defended  it  with  his  infantry  in 
the  most  gallant  manner.  Colonel  Hill's  judicious  and  determined 
action  was  worthy  of  his  ancient  glory,  and  Colonel  Stuart,  Major  Mon- 
tague, Major  Cary,  Captains  Walker  and  Atkinson,  with  every  officer 
and  every  man  under  their  command,  did  good  service  in  the  front  of 
the  fight. 

The  able  and  efficient  manner  in  which  Captains  Douthatt,  Phillips, 
and  Jones,  of  the  cavalry,  performed  the  duties  of  infantry,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Chisman,  of  the  Wythe  Rifles,  in  protecting  the  rear  of  the  posi- 
tion, is  deserving  of  high  commendation. 

There  were  many  acts  of  personal  gallantry,  some  under  my  own  ob- 
servation, and  others  which  were  reported  to  me,  that  I  will  take  occa- 
sion to  mention  in  a  subsequent  communication.  At  present  I  expect 
another  attack,  and  have  no  time. 
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I  am  extremely  indebted  to  the  two  brothers  Robert  H.  and  William 
R.  Vaughan,  my  acting  commissary  and  quartermaster,  for  the  most  gal- 
lant and  efficient  services,  no  less  than  to  my  youthful  aides,  Mr.  George 
A.  Magruder.  jr.,  and  Hugh  Stannard,  who  were  always  in  the  front  of 
the  fight,  ana  upon  whom  I  request  the  Government  to  bestow  commin- 
sions,  as  they  are  desirous  of  entering  the  regular  service. 

In  the  hurry  of  this  communication  I  may  have  omitted  to  mention 
many  gallant  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHiJAD  MAGRUDER, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Col.  R.  S.  Gaenett. 

Number  of  killed  and  wounded  on  our  side — one  killed  and  seven 
wounded.  Enemy — ten  dead  bodies  found,  as  reported  to  me,  and  per- 
haps fifty  wounded.  Three  prisoners.  Our  force,  all  told,  about  one 
thousand  two  hundred  men.  Enemy — three  thousand  five  hundred, 
with  18  and  24  pounder  guns,  besides  light  guns. 

J.  B.  M. 


Headquarters  Yorktown,  June  12,  1861. 

Sir:  I  had  the  houor  to  transmit  by  Mr.  Hugh  Stannard  a  short 
account  of  a  battle  with  the  enemy  at  Bethel  Bridge,  on  the  10th.  This 
was  written  on  the  field,  and  I  had  not  then  had  time  to  ascertain  the 
number  of  killed  and  wounded  on  the  other  side.  I  think  I  reported 
ten  killed  and  many  wounded.  I  have  now  to  report  that  eighteen  dead 
were  found  on  the  field,  and  I  learn  from  reliable  citizens  living  on  the 
road  that  many  dead  as  well  as  a  great  many  wounded  were  carried  in 
wagons  to  Hampton.  I  think  I  can  safely  report  their  loss  at  from 
twenty-five  to  thirty  killed  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  wounded.  I 
understand  the  enemy  acknowledge  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  killed 
and  wounded.  It  is  a  source  of  great  gratification  to  me  to  be  able  to 
say  that  our  own  loss  as  far  as  heard  from  was  only  one  killed  and  seven 
wounded,  but  too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  the  heroic  sol- 
dier whom  we  lost.  Ue  was  one  of  four  who  volunteered  to  set  fire  to  a 
house  in  our  front  which  was  thought  to  afford  protection  to  our  enemy, 
and  advancing  alone  between  the  two  fires  he  fell  midway,  pierced  in 
the  forehead  by  a  musket  ball.  Henry  L.  Wyatt  is  the  name  of  this 
brave  soldier  and  devoted  patriot.  He  was  a  member  of  the  brave  and 
gallant  North  Carolina  regiment* 

I  omitted  to  mention  in  my  hurried  dispatch  of  the  10th  the  name  of 

Captain  Jones,  of  Cavalry,  who  rendered  important  service  before 

and  during  the  battle.  I  regret  to  say  that  one  of  his  vedettes  was  cut 
off  by  the  enemy,  and  is  presumed  to  have  been  taken  prisoner. 

I  cannot  omit  to  again  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  general  command- 
lug-in-chief  the  valuable  services  and  gallant  conduct  of  the  First  North 
Carolina  Regiment,  and  Major  Randolph,  of  the  howitzer  batteries. 
These  officers  were  not  only  prompt  and  daring  in  the  execution  of  their 
duties,  but  most  industrious  and  energetic  in  the  preparations  for  the 
conflict  The  firing  of  the  howitzer  batteries  was  as  perfect  as  the  bear- 
ing of  the  men,  which  was  entirely  what  it  ought  to  have  been.  Cap- 
tain Bridgers,  of  the  North  Carolina  regiment,  retook  in  the  most  daring 
manner,  and  at  a  critical  period  of  the  fight,  the  work  from  which  Cap- 
tain Brown,  of  the  artillery,  had  withdrawn  a  disabled  gun  to  prevent 
its  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  which  work  had  been  sub- 
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sequently  occupied  by  the  enemy.  This  work  was  soon  again  occupied 
with  another  piece  by  Captain.  Brown,  who  resumed  an  effective  fire. 
Captain  Bridgers  deserves  the  highest  praise  for  this  timely  act  of  gal- 
lantry. 

The  Louisiana  regiment  arrived  after  the  battle  was  over,  having 
made  a  most  extraordinary  march.  They  returned  to  Yorktown  the 
same  night,  making  a  distance  of  twenty-eight  miles.  It  was  not  thought 
prudent  to  leave  Yorktown  exposed  any  longer.  I  therefore  occupied 
the  ground  with  cavalry,  and  marched  the  remainder  of  my  forces  to 
Yorktown.   We  took  several  prisoners,  among  them  some  wounded. 

Our  means  of  transportation  were  exceedingly  limited,  but  the  wounded 
enemy  were  carried  with  our  own  wounded  to  farm  houses  in  our  rear, 
where  the  good  people,  who  have  lost  almost  everything  by  this  war, 
and  who  could  see  the  smoking  ruins  of  their  neighbors'  houses,  de- 
stroyed by  the  euemy  both  in  his  advance  and  retreat,  received  them 
most  kindly  and  bound  up  their  wounds.  I  also  ordered  the  humane 
Captain  Brown  to  bury  as  many  of  the  enemy's  dead  as  could  be  found 
near  our  camp,  which  was  done. 

The  cavalry  pursued  the  enemy  for  five  miles;  but  were  stopped  by  the 
bridge  across  Back  River  at  New  Market,  which  was  destroyed  by  the 
flying  enemy  after  crossing  it. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  MAGRUDER, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 


No.  8. 

Report  of  Col.  J).  H.  Hill,  First  North  Carolina  Infantry. 

Sib,  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the 
colonel  commanding,  I  marched  on  the  6th  instant,  with  my  regiment 
and  four  pieces  of  Major  Randolph's  battery,  from  Yorktown,  on  the 
Hampton  road,  to  Bethel  Church,  nine  miles  from  Hampton.  We  reached 
there  after  dark  on  a  wet  night,  and  slept  without  tents.  Early  on  the 
morning  of  the  7th  I  made  a  reconnaissance  of  the  ground,  preparatory 
to  fortifying.  I  found  a  branch  of  Back  River  on  our  front,  and  encir- 
cling our  right  flank.  On  our  left  was  a  dense  and  almost  impassable 
wood,  except  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  old  field.  The  breadth 
of  the  road,  a  thick  wood,  and  narrow  cultivated  field  covered  our  rear. 
The  nature  of  the  ground  determined  me  to  make  an  inclosed  work,  and 
I  had  the  invaluable  aid  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee,  of  my  regiment,  in 
its  plan  and  construction.  Our  position  had  the  inherent  defect  of  be- 
ing commanded  by  an  immense  field  immediately  in  front  of  it,  upon 
which  the  masses  of  the  enemy  might  be  readily  deployed.  Presuming 
that  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  carry  the  bridge  across  the  stream,  a 
battery  was  made  for  its  especial  protection,  and  Major  Randolph  placed 
his  guns  so  as  to  sweep  all  the  approaches  to  it  The  occupation  of  two 
commanding  eminences  beyond  the  creek  and  on  our  right  would  have 
greatly  strengthened  our  position,  but  our  force  was  too  weak  to  admit  of 
the  occupation  of  more  than  one  of  them.  A  battery  was  laid  out  on  it  for 
one  of  Randolph's  howitzers.  We  had  only  twenty-five  spades,  six  axes, 
and  three  picks,  but  these  were  busily  plied  all  day  and  night  of  the  7th 
and  all  day  on  the  8th.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  8th  I  learned  that  a 
marauding  party  of  the  enemy  was  within  a  few  miles  of  us.  I  called 
for  a  party  of  thirty -four  men  to  (h  ive  them  back.   Lieutenant  Robert8| 
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of  Company  F,  of  my  regiment,  promptly  responded,  and  in  five  minutes 
his  command  was  en  route.  I  detached  Major  Randolph  with  one  how- 
itzer to  join  them,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee,  First  Regiment  North 
Carolina  Volunteers,  requested  and  was  granted  permission  to  take 
command  of  the  whole.  After  a  march  of  five  miles  they  came  across 
the  marauders  busy  over  the  spoils  of  a  plundered  house. '  A  shell  soon 
put  the  plunderers  to  flight,  and  they  were  chased  over  New  Market 
Bridge,  where  our  little  force  was  halted,  in  consequence  of  the  presence 
of  a  considerable  body  situated  on  the  other  side.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Lee  brought  in  one  prisoner.  How  many  of  the  enemy  were  killed  and 
wounded  is  not  known.  None  of  our  command  was  hurt.  Soon  after 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee  left  a  citizen  came  dashing  in  with  the  informa- 
tion that  seventy -five  marauders  were  on  the  Back  River  road.  I  called 
for  Captain  McDowell's  company  (E),  of  the  First  Regiment  of  North 
Carolina  Volunteers,  and  in  three  minutes  it  was  in  hot  pursuit.  Lieu- 
tenant West,  of  the  Howitzer  Battalion,  with  one  piece,  was  detached  to 
join  them,  and  Major  Lane,  of  my  regiment,  volunteered  to  assume  com- 
mand of  the  whole.  After  a  weary  march  they  encountered,  dispersed, 
and  chased  the  wretches  over  the  New  Market  Bridge— this  being  the 
second  race  on-  the  same  day  over  the  New  Market  course,  iu  both  of 
which  the  Yankees  reached  the  goal  first  Major  Lane  brought  in  one 
prisoner.  Reliable  citizens  reported  that  two  cart  loads  and  one  buggy 
load  of  wounded  were  taken  into  Hampton.  We  had  not  a  single  man 
killed  or  wounded.  Colonel  Magruder  came  up  that  evening  and  assumed 
command. 

On  Sunday,  the  Oth,  a  fresh  supply  of  tools  enabled  us  to  put  more 
men  to  work,  and,  when  not  engaged  in  religious  duties,  the  men  worked 
vigorously  on  the  intrenchments.  We  were  aroused  at  3  o'clock  on 
Monday  morning  for  a  general  advance  upon  the  enemy,  and  marched 
three  and  a  half  miles,  when  we  learned  that  the  foe,  in  large  force, 
was  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  us.  We  fell  back  hastily  upon  our 
intrenchments,  and  awaited  the  arrival  of  our  invaders.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Stuart,  of  the  Third  Virginia  Regiment,  having  come  with  some 
one  hundred  and  eighty  men.  was  stationed  on  the  hill  on  the  extreme 
right,  beyond  the  creek,  /and  Company  G,  of  my  regiment,  was  also 
thrown  over  the  stream  to  protect  the  howitzer  under  Captain  Brown. 
Captain  Bridgers,  of  Company  A,  First  North  Carolina  Regiment,  took 

Stst  in  the  dense  woods  beyond  and  to  the  left  of  the  road.  Major 
ontague,  with  three  companies  of  his  battalion,  was  ordered  up  from 
the  rear,  aud  took  post  on  our  right,  beginning  at  the  church  and 
extending  along  the  entire  front  on  that  side.  This  fine  body  of  men  and 
the  gallant  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stuart  worked  with  great 
rapidity,  and  in  an  hour  had  constructed  temporary  shelters  against 
the  enemy's  fire.  Just  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.  the  heavy  columns  of  the  enemy 
were  seen  approaching  rapidly  and  in  good  order,  but  when  Randolph 
opened  upon  them  at  9.15  their  organization  was  completely  broken  up. 
The  enemy  promptly  replied  with  his  artillery,  firing  briskly  but  wildly. 
He  made  an  attempt  at  deployment  on  our  right  of  the  road,  under 
cover  of  some  houses  and  a  paling.  He  was,  however,  promptly  driven 
back  by  our  artillery,  a  Virginia  company— the  Life  Guards — and  Com- 
panies B  and  G  of  my  regiment.  The  enemy  attempted  no  deployment 
within  musketry  range  during  the  day,  except  under  cover  of  woods, 
fences,  or  paling.  Under  cover  of  the  trees  he  moved  a  strong  column 
to  an  old  fOrd,  some  three-quarters  of  a  mile  below,  where  I  bad  placed 
n  picket  of  some  forty  men.  Colonel  Magruder  sent  Captain  Werth's 
company,  of  Montague's  command,  with  one  howitzer,  under  Sergeant 
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Crane,  to  drive  back  this  column,  which  was  done  by  a  single  shot  from 
the  howitzer.  Before  this  a  priming  wire  had  been  broken  in  the  vent 
of  the  howitzer  commanded  by  Captain  Brown,  and  rendered  it  useless. 

A  force  estimated  at  one  thousand  five  hundred  was  now  attempting 
to  outflank  us  and  get  in  the  rear  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stuart's  small 
command.  He  was  accordingly  directed  to  fall  back,  and  the  whole  of 
our  advanced  troops  were  withdrawn.  At  this  critical  moment  I 
directed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee  to  call  Captain  Bridgers  out  of  the 
swamp,  and  ordered  him  to  reoccupy  the  nearest  advanced  work,  and  I 
ordered  Captain  Ross,  Company  C,  First  Regiment  North  Carolina 
Volunteers,  to  the  support  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stuart.  These  two 
captains,  with  their  companies,  crossed  over  to  Randolph's  battery, 
under  a  most  heavy  fire,  in  a  most  gallant  manner.  As  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Stuart  had  withdrawn,  Captain  Ross  was  detained  at  the  church, 
near  Randolph's  battery.  Captain  Bridgers,  however,  crossed  over  ana 
drove  the  zouaves  out  of  the  advanced  howitzer  battery,  and  reoccupied 
it.  It  is  impossible  to  overestimate  this  service.  It  decided  the  action 
in  our  favor. 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  Colonel  Magruder,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Stuart  marched  back,  and,  in  spite  of  the  presence  of  a  foe  ten  times  his 
superior  in  number,  resumed  in  the  most  heroic  manner  possession  of  his 
intrenchments.  A  fresh  howitzer  was  carried  across  and  placed  in  the 
battery,  and  Captain  Avery,  of  Company  G,  was  directed  to  defend  it  at 
all  hazards. 

We  were  now  as  secure  as  at  the  beginning  of  the  fight,  and  as  yet 
had  no  man  killed.  The  enemy,  finding  himself  foiled  on  our  right  flank, 
next  made  his  final  demonstration  on  our  left.  A  strong  column,  sup 
posed  to  consist  of  volunteers  from  different  regiments,  and  under  com- 
mand of  Captain  Winthrop,  aide-de-camp  to  General  Butler,  crossed 
over  the  creek  and  appeared  at  the  angle  on  our  left.  Those  in  advance 
had  put  on  our  distinctive  badge  of  a  white  band  around  the  cap,  and 
they  cried  out  repeatedly,  "Don't  fire."  This  ruse  was  practiced  to 
enable  the  whole  column  to  get  over  the  creek  and  form  in  good  order. 
They  now  began  to  cheer  most  lustily,  thinking  that  our  work  was  open  at 
the  gorge,  and  that  they  could  get  in  by  a  suddeu  rush.  Companies  B 
and  C,  however,  dispelled  the  illusion  by  a  cool,  deliberate,  and  well- 
directed  fire.  Colonel  Magruder  sent  over  portions  of  Companies  G,  C,. 
and  H  of  my  regiment  to  our  support,  and  now  began  as  cool  firing  on 
our  side  as  was  ever  witnessed. 

The  three  field  officers  of  the  regiment  were  present,  and  but  few  shots 
were  fired  without  their  permission,  the  men  repeatedly  saying,  "  May  I 
fire  I n  "I  think  I  can  bring  him."  They  were  all  in  high  glee,  and 
seemed  to  enjoy  it  as  much  as  boys  do  rabbit-shooting.  Captain  Win- 
throp, while  most  gallantly  urging  on  his  men,  was  shot  through  the 
heart,  when  all  rushed  back  with  the  utmost  precipitation.  So  far  as 
my  observation  extended  he  was  the  only  one  of  the  enemy  who  exhibited 
even  an  approximation  to  courage  during  the  whole  day. 

The  fight  at  the  angle  lasted  but  twenty  minutes.  It  completely  dis- 
couraged the  enemy,  and  he  made  no  further  effort  at  assault.  The  house 
in  front,  which  had  served  as  a  hiding  place  for  the  enemy,  was  now  fired 
by  a  shell  from  a  howitzer,  and  the  outhouses  and  palings  were  soon  in 
a  blaze.  As  all  shelter  was  now  taken  from  him,  the  enemy  called  in  his 
troops,  and  started  back  for  Hampton.  As  he  had  left  sharpshooters 
behind  him  in  the  woods  on  our  left,  the  dragoons  could  not  advance 
until  Captain  Hoke,  of  Company  K,  First  North  Carolina  Volunteers, 
had  thoroughly  explored  them.   As  soon  as  he  gave  the  assurance  of 
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the  road  being  clear,  Captain  Douthatt,  with  some  one  hundred  dragoons, 
in  compliance  with  Colonel  Magruder's  orders,  pursued.  The  enemy  in 
his  haste  threw  away  hundreds  of  canteens,  haversacks,  overcoats,  &c. ; 
even  the  dead  were  thrown  out  of  the  wagons.  The  pursuit  soon  became 
a  chase,  and  for  the  third  time  the  enemy  won  the  race  over  the  New 
Market  course.  The  bridge  was  torn  up  behind  him  and  our  dragoons 
returned  to  camp.  There  were  not  quite  eight  hundred  of  my  regiment 
engaged  in  the  fight,  and  not  one-half  of  these  drew  trigger  during  the 
day.  All  remained  manfully  at  the  posts  assigned  them,  and  not  a  man 
in  the  regiment  behaved  badly.  The  companies  not  engaged  were  as 
much  exposed  and  rendered  equal  service  with  those  participating  in  the 
fight.  They  deserve  equally  the  thanks  of  the  country.  In  fact,  it  is 
the  moat  trying  ordeal  to  which  soldiers  can  be  subjected,  to  receive 
a  fire  which  their  orders  forbid  them  to  return.  Had  a  single  company 
left  its  post  our  works  would  have  been  exposed ;  and  the  constancy 
and  discipline  of  the  unengaged  companies  cannot  be  too  highly  com- 
mended. A  detachment  of  fifteen  cadets  from  the  North  Carolina  Mili- 
tary Institute  defended  the  howitzer  under  Lieutenant  Hudnall,  and  acted 
with  great  coolness  and  determination. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  my  two  field  officers.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Lee  and  Major  Lane.  Their  services  have  been  or  the  highest 
importance  since  taking  the  field  to  the  present  moment.  My  thanks, 
too,  are  due,  in  an  especial  manner,  to  Lieut  J.  M.  Poteat,  adjutant,  ana 
Lieut  J.  W.  Batehford,  aide,  both  of  them  cadets  of  the  North  Carolina 
Institute  at  Charlotte.  The  latter  received  a  contusion  in  the  forehead 
from  a  grape  shot,  which  nearly  cost  him  his  life.  Captain  Bridgers' 
company,  A  ;  Lieutenant  Owens,  commanding  Company  B;  Captain  Ross, 
Company  Cj  Captain  Ashe,  Company  D;  Captain  McDowell,  Company 
E ;  Captain  Starr,  Company  F ;  Captain  Avery,  Company  G ;  Captain 
Huske,  Company  H ;  Lieutenant  Whittaker,  commanding  Company  I ; 
Captain  Hoke,  Company  K,  displayed  great  coolness,  judgment,  and  effi- 
ciency. Lieutenant  Gregory  is  highly  spoken  of  by  Major  Lane  for  sol- 
dierly bearing  on  the  8th.  Lieutenants  Cook  and  McKethan,  Company 
H,  crossed  over  under  a  heavy  fire  to  the  assistance  of  the  troops  at- 
tacked on  the  left.  So  did  Lieutenant  Cohen,  Company  C.  Lieutenant 
Hoke  has  shown  great  zeal,  energy,  and  judgment  as  an  engineer  officer 
on  various  occasions. 

Corporal  George  Williams,  Privates  Henry  L.  Wyatt,  Thomas  FaUau, 
and  John  Thorpe,  Company  A,  volunteered  to  burn  the  house  which  con- 
cealed the  enemy.  They  behaved  with  great  gallantry.  Wyatt  was 
killed  and  the  other  three  were  recalled. 

Sergeant  Thomas  J.  Stewart  and  Private  William  McDowell,  Company 
A,  reconnoitered  the  position  of  the  enemy,  and  went  far  in  advance  of 
our  troops.  Private  J.  W.  Potts,  of  Company  B,  is  specially  mentioned 
by  his  company  commander:  so  are  Sergeant  William  Elmo,  Company 
C  j  Sergeants  C.  L.  Watts,  W.  H.  McDade,  Company  D ;  Sergeant  J.  M. 
Young,  Corporal  John  Dingier,  Privates  G.  H.  A.  Adams,  B.  V.  Gudger, 
G.  W.  Werley,  John  0.  Wright,T.  Y.  Little,  J.  F.  Jenkins,  Company 
E  j  It.  W.  Stedman,  M.  E.  Dye,  H.  E.  Benton,  J.  B.  Smith,  Company  F  j 

G.  W.  Buhmann,  James  0.  McRae,  Company  H. 

Casualties. — Private  Henry  L.  Wyatt,  Company  K,  mortally  wounded ; 
Lieut  J.  W.  Ratchford,  contusion ;  Private  Council  Rodgers,  Company 

H,  severely  wounded :  Private  Charles  Williams,  Company  H,  severely 
wounded ;  Private  8.  Patterson,  Company  D,  slightly  wounded :  Private 
William  White,  Company  K,  wounded ;  Private  Peter  Poteat,  Company 
G,  slightly  wounded. 
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I  cannot  close  this  too  elaborate  report  without  speaking  in  the  high- 
est terms  of  admiration  of  the  Howitzer  Battery  and  its  most  accomplished 
commander,  Major  Randolph.  He  has  no  superior  as  an  artillerist  in 
any  country,  and  his  men  displayed  the  utmost  skill  and  coolness.  The 
left  howitzer,  under  Lieutenant  Hudnall,  being  nearest  my  works,  came 
under  my  special  notice.   Their  names  are  as  follows : 

Lieutenant  Hudnall,  commanding  (wounded),  Sergeant  S.  B.  Hughes, 
G.  H.  Pendleton,  R.  P.  Pleasants,  William  If.  Caldwell,  George  W.  Hob- 
son,  William  McCarthy,  H.  C.  Shook  ( wounded),  L.  W.  Timberlake,  George 
P.  Hughes,  John  Worth  (wounded),  D.  B.  Clark. 

Permit  me.  in  conclusion,  to  pay  a  well- deserved  compliment  to  the 
First  Regiment  North  Carolina  Volunteers.  Their  patience  under  trial, 
perseverance  under  toil,  and  courage  under  fire  have  seldom  been  sur- 
passed by  veteran  troops.  Often  working  night  and  day— sometimes 
without  tents  and  cooking  utensils— a  murmur  has  never  escaped  them 
to  my  knowledge.  They  liave  doue  a  large  portion  of  the  work  on  the 
intrenchments  at  Yorktown,  as  well  as  those  at  Bethel.  Had  all  of  the 
regiments  in  the  field  worked  with  the  same  spirit,  there  would  not  be 


tiona  tel y  with  the  spades,  calling  them  "  clever  fellows  and  good  friends." 

The  men  are  influenced  by  high  moral  and  religious  sentiments,  and 
their  conduct  has  furnished  another  example  of  the  great  truth  that  he 
who  fears  God  will  ever  do  his  duty  to  his  country. 

The  Confederates  had  in  all  about  one  thousand  two  hundred  men  in 
the  action.  The  enemy  had  the  regiments  of  Colonel  Duryea  (zouaves), 
Colonel  Carr,  Colonel  Allen,  Colonel  Bendix,  and  Colonel  Wardrop 
(Massachusetts),  from  Old  Point  Comfort,  and  five  companies  of  Phelps' 
regiment,  from  Newport  News.  We  had  never  more  than  three  hundred 
actively  engaged  at  any  one  time.  The  Confederate  loss  was  eleven 
wounded ;  of  these,  one  mortally.  The  enemy  most  have  lost  some  three 
hundred.  I  could  not,  without  great  disparagement  of  their  courage, 
place  their  loss  at  a  lower  figure.  It  is  inconceivable  that  five  thousand 
men  should  make  so  precipitate  a  retreat  without  having  sustained  at 
least  this  much  of  a  reverse. 

Let  us  devoutly  thank  the  living  God  for  His  wonderful  interposition 
in  our  favor,  and  evince  our  gratitude  by  the  exemplariness  of  our  lives. 


Report  of  Lieut  Col.  William  D.  Stuart,  Third  Virginia  Infantry. 

Hixjbs.  Detachment  Third  Regiment  Va.  Vols., 

Yorktown,  Va. 

Sib  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  took  the  position  assigned  me 
in  the  engagement  of  the  10th  to  the  right  and  in  front  of  the  line  of 
battle,  and  completed  the  slight  breastwork  erected  to  protect  the  com- 
mand, consisting  of  three  companies  of  my  detachment,  commanded 
by  Captains  Walker,  Childrey,  and  Charters,  numbering,  rank  and  file, 
two  hundred  and  eight  men.  The  enemy  deployed  as  skirmishers  in  the 
orchard,  immediately  in  front  and  to  our  left,  protected  on  the  left  by 

7  R  R  VOL  II 


No.  9. 


98 


OPERATIONS  IN  MLl,  PA.,  VA.,  AND  W.  VA.       IChap.  tt 


several  frame  buildings  and  sheds.  Those  in  front  were  dispersed  by  a 
tire  from  the  first  platoon  of  Captain  Walker's  company,  but  we  were 
annoyed  by  the  fire  from  behind  the  buildings  and  the  battery  in  the 
road  to  our  left,  but  uuder  cover  of  the  breastworks  the  men  remained 
unhurt.  After  the  dispersion  of  the  skirmishers  a  column  of  about  fif- 
teen hundred  appeared  in  the  road  immediately  in  our  front,  extending 
from  the  left  to  right,  with  a  battery  of  artillery  in  front,  and  advanc- 
ing a  line  of  skirmishers  down  the  ravine  on  my  right,  protected  from 
both  view  and  fire,  which  fact  was  reported  to  me  by  scouts  sent  out  for 
the  purpose  of  observing  their  movements.  The  battery  in  front  com 
menced  advancing  on  the  left  of  the  ravine  and  immediately  in  our 
front.  The  battery  supporting  us  on  the  left  had  been  silenced  and 
withdrawn  some  time  before  this.  These  facts  being  communicated  to 
you.  in  obedience  to  your  orders  I  retired  iu  order  through  the  swamp 
to  tne  second  position  assigned  me  on  the  hill  on  the  left  of  the,churcb. 
Here  one  of  my  companies  was  detached  and  sent  to  the  support  of 
Captain  Werth ;  another,  under  Captain  Walker,  was  sent  to  Presson's, 
near  the  Warwick  and  York  Bridge. 

About  this  time  Captain  Atkinson's  company  had  arrived  on  the  field, 
and  with  this  and  a  detachment  of  the  Wythe  Rifles  I  recrossed  the 
swamp,  advanced,  and  regained  my  former  position.  I  was  supported 
at  this  time  by  a  portion  of  Company  G,  of  North  Carolina  Rifles,  and 
with  their  aid  agaiu  drove  off  some  skirmishers  advancing  through  the 
orchard.  The  firing,  however,  after  I  regained  my  position,  was  irreg- 
ular on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  and  I  only  permitted  some  few  shots  to 
be  fired  at  a  prominent  position  of  their  column  and  stragglers  skulking 
behind  the  fences,  owing  to  the  enemy  being  much  beyond  rifle  range. 

Both  officers  and  men  under  my  command  behaved  with  the  greatest 
coolness  throughout  the  whole  engagement,  and  none  were  injured. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Eeport  of  Maj.  George  W.  Randolph,  commanding  Howitzer  Battalion. 


Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  the  action  of  the  10th 
instant  the  Howitzer  Battalion,  under  my  command,  fired  eighteen  solid 
shot  and  eighty  shells,  spherical  case  and  canister,  and  was  injured  in 
the  following  particulars:  A  lieutenant  and  two  privates  were  wounded, 
one  severely  and  two  slightly ;  five  horses  and  three  mules  were  killed 
or  disabled;  the  Parrott  gun  (iron  rifled)  had  its  linstock  splintered, 
and  a  musket  ball  passed  through  the  felloe  of  the  left  wheel;  a  musket 
ball  pierced  the  corner  plate  and  a  partition  of  the  limber  chest  of  one 
of  the  howitzers  and  lodged  against  a  shell;  two  poles  of  caissons,  one 
set  of  swinglebars,  one  large  pointing  ring,  a  chain  for  a  rammer,  and 
several  priming  wires  were  broken,  and  one  of  the  howitzers  was  spiked 
by  the  breaking  of  a  piiming  wire  in  its  vent.  I  have  already  made  a 
requisition  for  ammunition  enough  to  fill  all  the  chests  of  the  battalion, 
and  will  submit,  as  soon  as  practicable,  requisitions  for  whatever  else 
may  be  required. 


Col.  John  B.  Magrtjder. 


No.  10. 


Yobktown,  June  12,  1861. 
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As  the  position  of  the  pieces  was  under  your  own  observation,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  state  that  the  Parrott  gun  and  oiie  howitzer  were 
posted  in  the  battery  immediately  on  the  right  of  the  road  leading  to 
Hampton ;  that  a  howitzer  was  placed  in  the  battery  erected  on  the  right 
beyond  the  ravine,  through  which  a  passway  was  made  for  the  purpose 
of  withdrawing  the  piece  if  necessary ;  a  howitzer  was  posted  near  the 
bridge ;  the  rifled  howitzer  was  placed  on  the  left  of  the  road  behind 
the  right  of  a  redoubt  erected  by  the  North  Carolina  regiment,  and  a 
howitzer  was  posted  in  the  rear  of  the  road  leading  from  the  Half-way 
House,  a  howitzer  having  been  previously  sent  to  the  Half  way  House 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Moseley. 

Early  in  the  action  the  howitzer  in  the  battery  on  the  right,  having 
been  spiked  by  the  breaking  of  the  priming  wire,  was  withdrawn  from 
its  position,  and  the  infantry  supporting  it  fell  back  upon  the  church; 
but  it  was  subsequently  replaced  by  the  howitzer  of  Lieutenant  Mose- 
ley, which  arrived  at  a  later  period  of  the  action. 

The  ford  on  the  left  being  threatened,  the  howitzer  at  the  bridge  was 
withdrawn  and  sent  to  that  point,  and  the  rifled  howitzer  was  with- 
drawn from  the  left  of  the  road  and  sent  to  assist  in  the  protection  of 
the  rear.  The  same  disposition  was  subsequently  made  of  the  howitzer 
at  the  main  battery,  situated  immediately  on  the  right  of  the  road. 

The  enemy  came  in  sight  on  the  road  leading  from  Hampton  a  few 
minutes  before  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  their  advance  guard  halted  at  a 
house  on  the  roadside  about  six  hundred  yards  in  front  of  our  main  bat- 
tery. Fire,  however,  was  not  opened  upon  them  for  ten  or  fifteen  min- 
utes, when  from  the  number  of  bayonets  visible  in  the  road  we  judged 
that  a  heavy  column  was  within  range.  The  action  then  commenced  by 
a  shot  from  the  Parrott  gun,  aimed  by  myself,  which  struck  the  center 
of  the  road  a  short  distance  in  front  of  their  column,  and  probably  did 
good  execution  in  its  ricochet.  At  no  time  could  we  see  the  bodies  of 
the  men  in  the  column,  and  our  Are  was  directed  by  their  bayonets,  their 
position  being  obscured  by  the  shade  of  the  woods  on  their  right  and 
two  small  houses  on  their  left,  and  somewhat  in  advance  of  them.  Our 
fire  was  immediately  returned  by  a  battery  near  the  head  of  their  column, 
but  concealed  by  the  woods  and  the  houses  so  effectually,  that  we  only 
ascertained  its*  position  by  the  flash  of  the  pieces.  The  fire  was  main- 
tained on  our  side  for  some  time  by  the  five  pieces  posted  in  front  of  our 
position;  but,  as  already  stated,  one  of  them  being  spiked  and  another 
withdrawn  to  protect  the  ford  early  in  the  action,  the  fire  was  continued 
with  three  pieces,  and  at  no  time  did  we  afterwards  have  more  than 
three  pieces  playing  upon  the  enemy.  The  fire  on  our  part  was  delib- 
erate, and  was  suspended  whenever  masses  of  the  enemy  were  not  within 
range,  and  the  execution  was  good,  as  I  afterward  ascertained  by  a  per- 
sonal inspection  of  the  principal  position  of  the  enemy.  The  cannonade 
lasted  with  intervals  of  suspension  from  a  few  minutes  before  9  o'clock 
a.  m.  until  H  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  the  fact  that  during  this  time  but  ninety- 
eight  shot  were  fired  by  us  tends  to  show  that  the  firing  was  not  too 
rapid.  The  earthworks  thrown  up  by  the  battalion  were  struck  several 
times  by  the  cannon-shot  of  the  enemy,  but  no  injury  was  sustained. 
They  fired  upon  us  with  shot,  shell,  spherical  case,  canister,  and  grape 
from  6  and  12  pounders,  at  a  distance  of  about  six  hundred  yards,  but 
the  only  injury  received  from  their  artillery  was  the  loss  of  one  raule. 

Wo  found  in  front  of  our  main  battery,  in  and  near  the  yard  of  the 
small  house  already  mentioned,  five  killed  and  one  mortally  wonuded 
by  the  fire  of  our  artillery.  We  heard  of  two  othere  killed  at  Cram- 
dall's,  about  a  mile  from  us,  and  have  reason  to  believe  there  were  many 
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others.  The  injury  done  to  our  artillery  was  from  the  fire  of  musketry 
on  our  left  flank,  the  ground  on  that  side  between  us  and  the  enemy 
sinking  down  so  as  to  expose  us  over  the  top  of  the  breastwork  erected 
by  the  North  Carolina  regiment. 

After  some  intermission  of  the  assault  in  front,  a  heavy  column,  appar- 
ently a  re-enforcement  or  reserve,  made  its  appearance  on  the  Hampton 
road  and  pressed  forward  towards  the  bridge,  carrying  the  U.  S.  flag  near 
the  head  of  the  column.  As  the  road  had  been  clear  for  some  time,  aud 
our  flanks  and  rear  had  been  threatened,  the  howitzer  in  the  main  bat- 
tery had  been  sent  to  the  rear,  and  our  fire  did  not  at  first  check  them, 
I  hurried  a  howitzer  forward  from  the  rear,  loaded  it  with  canister,  and 
prepared  to  sweep  the  approach  to  the  bridge,  but  the  fire  of  the  Parrott 
gun  again  drove  them  back.  The  howitzer  brought  from  the  Half-way 
House  by  Lieutenant  Moseley  arriving  most  opportunely,  1  carried  it  to 
the  battery  on  the  right  to  replace  the  disabled  piece.  On  gettiog  there 
I  learned  from  the  infantry  that  a  small  house  in  front  was  occupied  by 
sharpshooters,  and  saw  the  body  of  a  Carolinian  lying  thirty  yards  in 
front  of  the  battery,  who  had  been  killed  in  a  most  gallant  attempt  to 
burn  the  house. 

I  opened  upon  the  house  with  shell  for  the  purpose  of  burning  it,  and 
the  battery  of  the  enemy  in  the  Hampton  road,  being  on  the  line  with 
it,  and  supposing  probably  that  the  fire  was  at  them,  immediately  re- 
turned it  with  solid  shot.  This  disclosed  their  position  and  enabled  me 
to  fire  at  the  house  and  at  their  battery  at  the  same  time.  After  an  ex- 
change of  five  or  six  shots  a  shell  entered  a  window  of  the  house,  in- 
creased the  fire  already  kindled  until  it  soon  broke  out  into  a  light  blaze, 
and,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe,  disabled  one  of  the  enemy's  pieces. 
This  was  the  last  shot  fired.  They  soon  afterwards  retreated,  and  we 
saw  no  more  of  them. 

The  action  disclosed  some  serious  defects  in  our  ammunition  and  equip- 
ment, for  which  I  earnestly  recommend  an  immediate  remedy.  The 
shell  of  the  Parrott  gun  have  a  fixed  wooden  fuse  which  cannot  be  ex- 
tricated, the  shortest  being  cut  for  four  seconds.  The  consequence  was 
that  the  shells  burst  far  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy  and  served  merely  as 
solid  shot  Had  they  been  plugged  and  uncut  fuses  furnished,  I  think 
that  our  fire  would  have  been  much  more  effective.  The  power  and  pre- 
cision of  the  piece,  demonstrated  by  the  thirty  rounds  fired  from  it, 
render  it  very  desirable  that  all  of  its  advantages  should  be  made  avail- 
able. I  therefore  respectfully  suggest  that  the  shell  be  hereafter  fur- 
nished plugged  and  the  fuses  left  uncut. 

It  is  reported  to  me  that  the  Borman  fuses  used  by  one  of  the  howit- 
zers were  defective,  the  shells  cut  for  five  seconds  exploding  as  soon  as 
those  cut  for  two. 

The  caissons  of  the  Navy  howitzers  were  made  by  placing  ammuni- 
tion chests  upon  the  running  gear  of  common  wagons,  and  the  play  of 
the  front  axles  is  so  limited  that  the  caisson  cannot  be  turned  in  the 
ordinary  roads  of  this  part  of  the  country,  and  wherever  the  road  is 
ditched  or  the  woods  impassable  it  cannot  be  reversed.  There  is  also 
great  danger  of  breaking  the  poles  in  turning  the  caissons  quickly,  as 
was  shown  in  the  action  of  the  10th  instant.  I  am  aware  that  the  ex- 
pedient of  using  wagon  bodies  was  resorted  to  in  order  to  save  time, 
but  as  it  might  lead  to  great  disaster,  I  recommend  that  their  places  be 
supplied  as  speedily  as  possible  with  those  made  in  the  usual  way. 

The  small  size  of  the  limber  of  the  howitzers  (Navy)  renders  it  impos- 
sible to  mount  the  men,  and  the  pieces  cannot  move  faster  than  the  can- 
noneers can  walk.   In  a  recent  skirmish  with  the  enemy,  in  which  we 
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panned  them  rapidly,  we  could  only  carry  two  men,  and  having  got  far 
ahead  of  the  others,  we  had  to  unlimber  and  fire  with  only  two  cannou- 
eers  at  the  piece.  The  piece  having  only  two  horses,  and  the  carriage 
being  very  light,  it  is  hazardous  to  mount  any  person  on  the  limber.  I 
therefore  recommend  that  four  horses  be  furnished  to  each  Navy  howit- 
zer, one  for  the  chief  and  the  other  three  for  the  men  usually  mounted 
on  the  limber. 

We  have  succeeded  since  the  action  in  nnspiking  the  howitzer  disabled 
by  the  breaking  of  the  priming  wire,  but  from  the  inferior  metal  used  in 
making  our  priming  wires  we  shall  have  to  lay  them  aside  altogether, 
and  I  must  request  that  better  ones  he  furnished.  At  present  I  can  say 
nothing  more  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  battalion 
than  to  express  the  high  gratification  afforded  me  by  their  courage,  cool- 
ness, and  precision,  and  to  ask  permission  at  a  future  time  to  call  your 
attention  to  individual  instances  of  gallantry  and  good  conduct  ■  I  have 
requested  the  commandants  of  companies  to  furnish  me  with  the  names 
of  such  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  as  they  think  especially 
worthy  of  notice. 

I  am  happy  at  having  an  opportunity  to  render  my  acknowledgments 
to  Colonel  Hill,  the  commandant  of  the  North  Carolina  regiment,  for  the 
useful  suggestions  which  his  experience  as  an  artillery  officer  enabled  him 
to  make  to  me  during  the  action,  and  to  bear  testimony  to  the  gallantry 
and  discipline  of  that  portion  of  his  command  with  which  I  was  associ- 
ated. The  untiring  industry  of  his  regiment  in  intrenching  our  position 
enabled  us  to  defeat  the  enemy  with  a  nominal  loss  on  our  side. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  RANDOLPH, 
Major,  Commanding  Howitzer  Battalion. 

Col.  John  B.  Magrudeb,  Commanding  Division  at  Yorktoton. 


No.  11. 

Report  of  Maj.  E.  B.  Montague,  commanding  Virginia  Battalion. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th  of  June  my  command  reported  to  Colonel 
Magrnder  at  Bethel  Church,  according  to  orders.  At  in  the  morn- 
ing information  was  received  that  the  enemy  in  force  were  advancing 
upon  us.  Colonel  Magruder  immediately  ordered  me  to  throw  up  a  re- 
doubt fronting  toward  a  ravine,  over  which  it  was  supposed  the  enemy 
might  attempt  to  turn  our  right  tiauk.  My  men  worked  well,  and  had 
nearly  finished  the  redoubt  when  the  first  gun  from  our  batteries  was 
fired,  which  took  place  at  —  o'clock  a.  m.  The  enemy  returned  the  fire 
with  spirit,  and  the  shell  and  shot  flew  thick  and  fast  about  my  com- 
mand, who  were  in  a  peculiarly  exposed  condition,  my  redoubt,  flanking 
towards  and  being  nearly  perpendicular  to  the  points  of  attack.  For- 
tunately for  my  command,  however,  the  major  part  of  the  enemy's  shot 
had  sufficient  elevation  to  pass  over  our  heads,  though  many  shell  and 
solid  shot  fell  within  a  few  feet  of  our  redoubt.  One  ball  passed  under 
ray  horse  between  his  fore  and  hind  feet,  several  others  passed  within  a 
few  feet  of  his  head,  and  a  few  buried  themselves  in  our  breastwork. 
Una  the  enemy's  guns  been  slightly  depressed  he  must  have  raked  my 
whole  line  with  his  enfilading  fire.  A  very  short  time  after  the  firing 
commenced  I  received  an  order  to  direct  one  of  my  companies,  the  Chat- 
ham Grays,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Werth,  to  defend  a  ford  one 
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mile  below  the  bridge  against  the  first  battalion  of  the  New  York  Zou 

ave  Regiment,  and  I  saw  do  more  of  the  company  until  after  the  fight 
About  —  minutes  after  the  fight,  and  after  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stuart 
had  been  compelled  to  fall  back  across  the  ravine  and  occupy  my  redoubt, 
Colonel  Magruder  ordered  me  to  take  my  command  about  one  and  a 
quarter  miles  around  to  aid  the  Wythe  Rifles,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Chisman,  in  guarding  a  marsh,  where  he  thought  the  enemy 
were  attempting  to  turn  our  left  flank.  I  immediately  carried  my  com- 
mand around  to  the  point  indicated  at  the  double  quick,  joined  the  rifles, 
and  deployed  my  whole  command  as  skirmishers  over  a  line  of  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  under  cover  of  a  dense  foliage.  We  remained  in  this  position 
until  late  in  the  evening,  when  we  were  ordered  back  by  Colonel  Ma- 
gruder to  the  church.  The  enemv  did  not  attempt  to  cross  our  line,  and 
we  remained  quiet  and  inactive  during  the  remainder  of  the  fight. 

We  bad  no  killed  or  wounded.  Every  man  in  my  whole  command, 
both  officers  and  men,  was  perfectly  cool,  calm,  and  collected  during  the 
whole  time  which  we  were  exposed  to  the  enfilading  fire  from  the  enemy's 
battery  and  to  diagonal  fire  of  musketry  from  his  left  flank.  I  have  no 
hesitancy  in  expressing  my  gratification  at  the  manner  in  which  my 
command,  the  Halifax  Light  Infantry,  Captain  Grammer;  the  Chatham 
Grays,  Captain  Werth;  and  the  Old  Dominion  Rifles,  Captain  Dicker- 
son,  as  well  as  the  detachment  of  the  North  Carolina  regiment,  under 
my  command,  conducted  themselves  during  the  whole  engagement 


Reports  of  Capt.  W.  H.  Werth,  commanding  Chatham  Grays,  Virginia 

Cavalry. 

Headquarters,  Yorktown,  June  12, 1861. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  very  respectfully  to  make  the  following  report  of  my 
scout : 

On  Sunday  afternoon,  the  9th  of  June,  1801,  I  procured  the  corn  and 
oats  on  the  Back  River  road  as  ordered,  and  had  the  wagons  returniug 
to  camp  in  two  hours  aud  a  quarter  from  the  receipt  of  the  order.  I 
was  then  joined  by  one  company  of  North  Carolina  Infantry,  one  piece 
of  the  howitzer  batten  .  and  a  detachment  of  Captain  Donthatt's  cav- 
alry, as  I  supposed,  to  assist  me  in  making  observations  near  Hampton, 
on  the  Back  River.  I  approached  New  Market  Bridge  at  5  o'clock  p. 
m.,  planted  the  howitzer  so  as  to  sweep  the  bridge,  deployed  my  infan- 
try in  open  order  on  my  right  flank  in  ambush,  so  that  they  could  rake 
the  road.  The  cavalry  I  posted  in  the  rear,  and  threw  out  vedettes  on 
each  of  my  flanks  to  avoid  a  surprise. 

In  this  position  I  waited  for  the  appearance  of  the  enemy.  I  of  course 
had  no  idea  of  endangering  my  command  by  engaging  the  enemy  if  in 
force.  I  was  too  weak.  In  a  few  moments  alarm  guns  were  fired  by  a 
chain  of  sentinels  extending  from  New  Market  Bridge  to  Fort  Monroe. 
In  a  few  moments  a  force  advanced  from  Hampton  (supposed  to  be  a 
battalion  of  infantry,  but  marching  in  detached  companies),  whilst  at 


reported. 


E.  B.  MONTAGUE, 
Major,  Commanding  Virginia  Battalion. 


Col.  J.  B.  Magruder,  Commanding  Division. 


No.  12. 
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the  same  time  one  or  more  companies  approached  by  the  road  leading 
from  Newport  News.  These  forces  were  each  advancing  upon  New  Mar- 
ket Bridge  from  opposite  directions,  thinking  I  had  crossed  the  bridge 
with  my  command.  Upon  observing  their  approach  with  a  glass,  I  qui- 
etly retired  from  my  position  to  a  point  in  the  rear  three-quarters  of  a 
mile.  The  enemy  approached  the  bridge,  and  when  they  suddenly  came 
in  sight  of  each  other  they  (each  mistaking  the  other  forme)  opened  tire, 
and  kept  it  up  for  some  five  minutes  before  they  discovered  their  error. 
I  was  sitting  on  my  horse  near  the  bridge,  and  saw  the  firing  plainly 
with  my  glass,  but  did  not  at  the  time  know  the  cause,  although  I  sus- 
pected it.  At  dusk  I  took  up  the  march  for  Bethel  Church,  the  enemy 
following  me,  and  the  next  morning  the  fight  opened. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,   

W.  II.  WERTH. 

Col.  J.  B.  Mageudeb,  Commanding  Division. 

One  of  the  prisoners  taken  (since  dead)  stated  that  in  this  brush  there 
were  six  killed  and  thirteen  wounded,  and  corroborated  all  the  above 
statements  of  my  report* 

W.  H,  WERTH. 


Camp  Yorktown,  June  13,  1861. 

I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  movement  of  the 
troops  under  my  command  at  the  battle  of  Bethel  Church  on  the  10th 
instant : 

By  the  order  of  E.  B.  Montague,  major  of  the  Virginia  battalion  at 
Bethel,  my  company,  the  Chatham  Grays,  was  placed  in  the  redoubt 
to  the  rear  of  the  church,  to  defend  the  right  wing  in  case  of  a  discom- 
fiture. From  this  point  I  was  detailed,  by  your  orders,  to  take  position 
at  the  ford  on  the  creek,  about  one  mile  below  the  bridge.  I  crossed 
my  command  over  the  open  field  under  a  shower  of  shell  and  canister, 
which  the  enemy  poured  into  us  from  their  battery,  but  sustained  no 
damage. 

A  portion  of  the  Fifth  New  York  Zouave  Regiment  (three  companies) 
was  at  this  time  advancing  down  the  opposite  bank  of  the  stream  for 
the  purpose  of  crossing  the  ford,  and  thereby  turn  our  left  flank.  I 
saw  the  movement,  and  at  once  took  double  quick  and  made  the  dis- 
tance of  over  a  mile  in  about  nine  minutes,  beating  the  zouaves,  and 
getting  in  position  at  the  ford  in  time  to  cause  them  to  halt  I 
obstructed  the  ford  in  all  conceivable  ways  by  felling  trees,  &c,  and 
then  placed  my  first  platoon  on  the  northwest  side,  under  cover  of  an 
old  mill-dam,  whilst  my  second  platoon  I  placed  in  ambush  on  the  oppo- 
site side,  where  the  road  leading  to  the  ford  could  have  been  raked  for 
four  hundred  yards  with  deadly  effect. 

At  10.10  o'clock  one  naval  howitzer,  with  a  detachment  from  the 
Howitzer  Battalion,  reported  to  me  for  duty.  I  at  once  placed  the  gun 
in  position  one  hundred  and  twenty  yards  up  the  creek  from  my  infan- 
try, where  I  had  a  beautiful  range  for  grape  or  canister  on  a  spot  in  the 
road  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  stream  over  which  the  enemy  would 
of  necessity  pass  in  attempting  the  passage  of  the  ford.  From  this 
point  I  had  the  pleasure  of  getting  one  good  shot  at  the  enemy,  which, 
from  the  sudden  rout  of  the  party  at  which  it  was  aimed,  must  have 
done  much  damage.  I  also  threw  down  all  the  fences  on  either  side  of 
the  creek,  and  cleared  all  the  undergrowth  and  large  timber,  so  that 
after  the  enemy  had  passed  the  range  of  the  howitzer  from  its  first 
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position  I  could  limber  up  and  in  two  minutes  have  it  in  position  to 
deliver  its  fire  between  my  two  platoons  and  immediately  upon  the 
ford. 

At  10  to  11  a.  m.  the  Southern  Guard,  Captain  ,  reported  to 

me  for  duty.  I  at  once  joined  this  command  with  my  company,  all 
entirely  concealed  from  the  enemy.  At  a  little  past  11  o'clock,  so  com- 
pletely ambuscaded  was  my  entire  force,  one  of  the  enemy  sent  down 
to  examine  the  ford  came  up  to  withiu  twenty  yards  of  my  position,  and 
did  not  suspect  the  presence  of  any  force  until  I  ordered  him  to  ground 
arms,  which  he  instantly  did,  and  I  had  the  pleasure  of  taking  him 
prisoner.  He  had  a  fine  minie  musket,  accouterments,  and  forty-tive 
rounds  of  cartridges.  I  placed  him  under  guard,  and  afterwards  for- 
warded him  to  headquarters.  All  the  men  under  my  command  displayed 
a  wonderful  degree  of  coolness  for  troops  who  had  never  been  under 
fire,  and  I  am  assured,  if  we  had  been  so  fortunate  as  to  have  been 
attacked  by  a  force  five  times  our  strength,  that  the  command  would 
have  made  a  desperate  resistance. 

At  sundown  I  was  ordered  to  withdraw. 

This  special  report  is  rendered  necessary  by  my  being  detached  from 
Major  Montague's  battalion. 

With  high  respect,  I  am,  sir,  yours,  &c, 

W.  H.  WERTII, 
Captain  Chatliam  Grays,  Virginia  Volunteers. 
John  B.  Magruder,  Colonel,  Commanding  Division, 


JUNE  10-JULY  7,  1861.— The  Rockville  (Maryland)  Expedition. 

INCIDENTAL  SKIRMISHES. 

June  14.-Near  Seneca  Mills,  Md. 

17.  -At  Conrad's  Ferry,  Md. 

18.  — At  Edwards  Ferry,  Md. 
July  4. — At  Harper's  Ferry,  Va. 

7.— At  Great  Falls,  Md. 

REPORTS.  ETC. 

No.  1.— Instructions  from  General  Scott  to  Colonel  8tone,  commanding  expedition. 
No.  2.— Reports  of  Col.  Charles  P.  8tone,  Fourteenth  U.  S.  Infantry. 
No.  3.— Report  of  Lieutenant  Becker,  District  of  Columbia  Militia,  of  skirmish  at 
Great  Falls,  Md. 

No.  1. 

Instructions  from  General  Scott  to  Colonel  Stone,  Fourteenth  U.S.  Infantry. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  June  8, 1801. 

Sib:  Tbo  General-in-Chief  directs  that  with  the  command  assigned 
to  yon  yon  march  to  Edwards  Ferry,  which  you  will  seize  and  hold, 
and,  if  practicable,  cross  the  river  and  continue  on  to  Leesburg.  Inter- 
cept supplies  sent  from  Baltimore  to  Virginia.  Be  governed  in  ulterior 
operations  by  information  gained  as  you  proceed.  If  you  can  get  intel- 
ligence, directly  or  indirectly,  from  General  Patterson,  which  will  fully 
justify  the  attempt,  vou  will  endeavor  to  effect  a  junction  with  his 
column. 
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The  General  has  left  much  to  your  well-known  discretion,  but  lie  eu- 
joins  upon  you  to  proceed  with  caution,  and  by  no  means  to  hazard  the 
safety  of  your  expedition. 

Report  as  often  as  circumstances  will  permit. 
Heartily  wishing  you  success,  I  am,  &c, 

E.  D.  TOWN8END. 
Col.  C.  P.  Stone,  Fourteenth  U.  8.  Infantry,  Washington. 


Headquarters,  June  11, 1861 — 9  p.  m. 

CoL  C.  P.  Stone,  U.  8.  Army,  Commanding,  <fcc,  Rock vi lie,  Md. : 

Sir:  The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  received  this  afternoon 
from  General  Patterson,  which  is  communicated  for  your  guidance: 

CHAJCBKR8BURQ,  June  11,  1861. 

Colonel  JWallace  (regiment  of  volunteers  from  Evausville,  Ind. )  yesterday  peaceably 


Cumberland,  and  acts  on  my  instructions  of  the  Otb  instant.  He  will  call 
to-day  on  small  parlies  of  secession  militia  in  his  vicinity.'  I  advance  on  Friday,  the 
earliest  day. 

Major  Porter,  A.  A.  G.,  in  a  note  Bays  the  general  will  not  receive  all  his 
transportation  before  Monday?  the  17th  instant.  The  General-in-Chief 
thinks  you  are  a  day  or  two  in  advance  of  General  Patterson's  move- 
ment, taking  the  above  date  in  connection  with  the  rise  in  the  river,  and 

he  suggests  that  you  time  your  advance  accordingly. 

•  •••••• 

I  am,  &c, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND. 


Washington,  D.  C,  June  22, 1861. 

Col.  Chas.  P.  STONE,  Fourteenth  Infantry : 

Colonel  :  The  General-in-Chief  desires  me  to  say  he  has  written  to 
General  Patterson  to  propose  a  column  in  the  direction  intimated  in  con- 
junction with  a  movement  in  co  operation  from  Alexandria.  Of  course 
your  column  would  be  absorbed  by  General  Patterson  in  this  movement. 
The  General-in-Chief  would  be  glad  that  you  should  furnish  him  any 
suggestions  which  may  occur  to  you.  Instructions  have  been  given  to 
General  Mansfield  to  carry  out  your  suggestions  as  to  the  battalion  of 
District  volunteers  stationed  at  Seneca  Mills,  also  to  supply  their  place 
by  a  suitable  force. 

Respectfully,  &c., 

SCHUYLER  HAMILTON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Military  Secretary. 


Washington,  July  6, 1861. 

Col.  C.  P.  Stone,  U.  8.  Army : 

Sib  :  Tour  several  telegrams  of  the  2d,  3d,  and  4th  instant,  and  letters 
of  the  4th  and  two  of  the  5th,  have  been  received.* 

The  General-in-Chief  has  been  highly  pleased  with  the  whole  conduct 
of  your  expedition,  and  only  regrets  that  it  has  not  been  in  his  power 


•  Telegrams  of  2d  and  4th  uot  fonnd ;  the  others  appear  as  reports,  po»t 
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to  furnish  you  additional  cavalry  and  artillery  and  to  permit  yon  to 

carry  out  the  plans  suggested  by  you.  Paramount  interests,  however-, 
induced  him  to  place  you  with  General  Patterson's  column,  and  having 
done  so  he  had  no  further  instructions  to  give  you. 

Measures  have  been  taken  to  send  a  Government  telegraph  operator 
to  Point  of  Bocks  aud  Harper's  Ferry,  as  suggested  by  you. 

I  am,  &c,  E.  D.  TOWNSEND. 


No.  2. 

Reports  of  Col.  Charles  P.  Stone,  Fourteenth  U.  8.  Infantry, 


Headquarters  Rockville  TirfiirnTi 

Tennallytotcn,  June  11,  1861. 


Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  place  with 
Captain  Owen's  company  of  volunteer  cavalry,  and  the  Second,  Third, 
Fifth,  and  Eighth  Battalions  District  of  Columbia  Volunteers.  We  got 
into  camp  here  yesterday  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Third  Battalion,  which  was  a  little  later,  owing  to  tlie  double  duty  of 
its  commander,  who  performs  the  duties  of  A.  Q.  M.  and  A.  C.  8.  to  the 
expedition,  as  well  as  those  of  commander  of  battalion.  The  section  of 
Griffin's  battery  and  Captain  Magruder's  cavalry  arrived  at  Rockville 
about  11  o'clock  a.  m.  yesterday,  and  at  the  same  hour  two  canal-boats 
at  the  Chain  Bridge,  where  they  await  a  battalion  for  the  expedition  along 
the  canal.  I  propose  to  detach  for  the  latter  service  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Everett,  with  the  Fifth  Battalion  District  of  Columbia  Volunteers,  and 
have  encamped  him  conveniently  for  the  purpose. 

The  movement  will  be  made  as  soon  as  the  regiments  at  Rockville  are 
sufficiently  refreshed  to  move  rapidly  in  the  direction  of  Edwards  Ferry. 

The  people  in  this  immediate  region  are  for  the  Government  almost  to 
a  man.  Those  at  Rockville  are  reported  to  me  as  being  about  one-half 
rabid  secessionists,  calling  themselves  "States-rights"  men. 

Couriers  are  sam  to  have  been  started  immediately  on  the  arrival  of 
the  first  troops  at  Rockville,  to  give  notice  to  the  enemy  at  Harper's 
Ferry  of  our  advance.  Exaggerated  reports  of  our  number  have  gone 
forward.  No  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  obtaining  forage  so  far. 
and  the  A.  C.  S.  will  be  able  to  purchase  plenty  of  fresh  beef.  The  small 
rations  and  bread  for  the  command  will  have  to  come  from  Washington 
or  Georgetown. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  captain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONF 
Colonel  Fourteenth  Infantry,  Cc 

Capt  Theo.  Talbot,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Rockville,  Md.,  June  13, 1861. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  at  5  p.  m.  yester- 
day of  your  letter  of  the  day  previous,  the  contents  of  which  are  duly 
noted,  and  my  movements  will  be  governed  thereby.  Yesterday  after- 
noon at  4.10  o'clock  Lieutenant-Colonel  Everett,  moving  along  the  canal 
in  boats  with  his  battalion,  occupied  the  aqueduct  at  Seneca  Creek, 
plaoed  guards,  and  established  patrols.   At  4  p.  m.  Major  Jewell,  with 
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his  battalion,  moving  by  the  river  road,  occupied  Seneca  Mills,  one-half 
mile  north  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Everett  At  the  same  time  Colonel 
Stiles,  moving  with  his  regiment  along  the  upper  road,  occupied  the 
village  of  Damestowu,  three  miles  from  Jewell.  There  was  but  ten 
minutes'  time  difference  in  the  occupation  of  the  points  designated,  the 
three  corps  moving  on  different  lines— one  a  distance  of  twenty-five 
miles ;  another  twenty-two  miles ;  the  third  nine  miles ;  an  exactitude 
unusual  in  volunteer  troops.  The  arrival  of  the  troops  here  was  most 
opportune.  The  loyal  citizens  were  under  most  uncomfortable  pressure, 
and  doubtless  would  have  had  difficulty  in  casting  unbiased  votes  at 
the  election  to-day.  The  conduct  of  the  men  in  Rockville  has  been 
admirable.  Not  a  complaint  has  been  made  to  me  of  depredation  on 
private  property,  and  the  soldiers  are  most  kindly  received  and  are  very 
popular  with  the  people. 

Yesterday  I  sent  forward  Lieutenant  Piper,  of  the  artillery,  to  recon- 
noiter  beyond  our  positions.  He  reports  the  roads  good ;  beef  and  for- 
age plenty.  He  reports  also  that  the  enemy  crossed  the  river  in  small 
force  yesterday  morning  near  Edwards  Ferry,  and  attempted  to  break 
the  canal,  but  the  lock-keeper  drew  off  the  water  at  that  point,  which 
satisfied  them,  and  at  the  same  time  makes  the  destructiou  of  the  em- 
bankments more  difficult.  Sufficient  water  can  at  any  time  be  let  in  to 
float  out  canal-boats  in  case  of  our  desiring  it  We  have  now  secured 
the  canal  to  within  six  miles  of  Edwards  Ferry,  thus  securing  water 
transportation  that  far  at  least 

The  impression  has  been  produced  (by  my  making  reconnaissance  and 
minute  inquiries)  that  I  move  immediately  on  Frederick. 

The  troops  of  the  expedition  are  now  posted  as  follows :  The  Eighth 
Battalion  District  of  Columbia  Volunteers,  Captain  Gerhard,  at  Ten- 
nallytown,  keeping  open  communication  at  Washington  and  the  rear  of 
the  three  lines  of  advance.  The  Fifth  Battalion  District  of  Columbia 
Volunteers,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Everett,  at  the  aqueduct,  on  caual,  seven 
or  eight  miles  from  Edwards  Ferry,  one  company  of  eighty- five  of  this 
battalion  having  been  left  at  Great  Falls  to  watch  the  ferries.  The 
Second  Battalion  District  of  Columbia  Volunteers,  Major  Jewell,  at 
Seneca  Mills,  three  hundred  and  three  strong,  one-half  mile  north  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Everett  The  Ninth  Regiment  New  York  troops  at 
Daruestown,  three  miles  north  of  Major  Jewell,  a  good  road  connecting 
the  last  three-named  positions.  The  First  Pennsylvania  and  First  New 
Hampshire  Regiments,  Third  Battalion  (Smead's)  District  of  Columbia 
Volunteers,  are  encamped  here.  The  section  of  Griffin's  battery  and 
the  cavalry  are  encamped  one  mile  from  this,  in  the  direction  of  Domes- 
town. 

A  fine  spirit  seems  to  be  general  in  the  command,  and  it  is  well  sup- 
plied with  everything,  except  medical  attendance  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  Volunteers.  Only  one  assistant  surgeon  is  present  with  all 
the  battalions,  and  ho  comes  simply  as  a  volunteer.  No  provision  has 
been  made  for  them,  although  1  have  long  since  and  repeatedly  made 
the  proper  representations  on  the  subject  I  fear  there  will  be  suffer- 
ing froin  this  deficiency  whenever  the  battalions  are  separated  from  the 
regiments,  and  in  case  of  action  there  would  be  unnecessary  loss  of  lite. 
At  present  the  health  of  the  whole  command  is  good. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Colonel  Fourteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Expedition. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  of  the  Army. 
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Rockyille,  June  14, 1861—8  o'clock  a.  ni. 

Colonel:  The  First  Regiment  Pennsylvania  was  pushed  forward 
early  this  morning  two  miles  beyond  the  position  of  the  New  York 
Ninth  Regiment,  on  the  road  to  the  two  ferries.  The  section  of  Griffin's 
battery  has  gone  to  the  same  point  The  First  New  Hampshire  will 
leave  this  evening,  bivouac  nine  miles  from  this,  and,  in  the  cool  of  the 
morning,  proceed  to  Poolesville.  I  leave  within  the  hour,  taking  the 
cavalry  force  to  make  a  reconnaissance  beyond  Poolesville,  towards  the 
ferries,  where  there  are  said  to  be  300  to  400  of  the  enemy.  I  do  not 
credit  the  report,  but,  if  true,  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  capture  them. 

From  Poolesville  it  will  be  easy  to  march  either  on  the  ferries  or  to  the 
Point  of  Rocks,  as  may  be  deemed  most  advisable. 

The  command  is  in  good  health  and  fine  spirits. 

I  inclose  returns  of  elections  in  this  region,  showing  a  large  majority 
for  the  Union  candidate  for  Congress. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHA8.  P.  STONE, 
Colonel  Fourteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Expedition, 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Qeneral,  Headquarters  of  the  Army. 


Poolesville,  June  15, 1801. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  troops  of  the  expedi- 
tion have  to-night  occupied  Edwards  Ferry  and  Conrad's  Ferry,  the  two 
approaches  to  Leesburg.  The  former  is  held  by  a  portion  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania regiment,  a  piece  of  artillery  under  Lieutenant  Hasbrouck, 
and  tweuty  cavalry.  The  latter  is  held  by  a  portion  of  the  First  New 
Hampshire  Regiment 

It  is  believed  here  that  Harper's  Ferry  lias  been  evacuated,  and  that 
the  garrison  has  retired,  by  way  of  Winchester,  towards  Manassas  Junc- 
tion. I  shall  send  scouts  out  to-morrow.  Ascertain,  if  practicable,  the 
truth  or  falsity  of  the  story. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Everett  reports  that  he  thinks  the  enemy  are  erect- 
ing works  nearly  opposite  his  position,  on  the  canal,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Seneca  Creek.  The  enemy  at  Leesburg  were  frightened,  it  is  said,  on 
Thursday  evening,  and  burned  the  Goose  Creek  Bridge  (railroad),  tore 
up  track,  burned  cars,  &c.  They  have  not,  however,  yet  evacuated  the 
place.   The  command  is  well  and  doing  well. 

Very  respectfully,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Expedition, 

Lieut  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  of  the  Army. 


Poolesville,  June  10, 1801. 

Colonel  :  1  reported  last  night  the  occupation  of  the  two  nearest  fer- 
ries across  the  Potomac.  One  hour  after  that  report  was  written  there 
was  a  very  large  fire  some  miles  to  the  westward  of  our  position  here,  on 
the  Virginia  side.  Those  who  know  the  country  well  state  that  it  must 
have  been  the  destruction  of  the  turnpike  bridge  over  Goose  Creek. 

The  enemy  occupy  with  small  (visible)  force  the  Virginia  landing  of 
Edwards  Ferry,  and  it  is  my  impression  that  they  have  four  pieces  of 
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artillery  on  the  soutli  side  of  Goose  Creek,  about  two  hundred  yards 
sou  t  h  of  the  ferry  landing. 

If  I  become  satisfied  that  Harper's  Ferry  has  been  evacuated,  and 
that  a  general  retreat  has  been  made,  via  Winchester,  I  shall  cross  the 
river  by  the  upper  ferry  and  ford,  capture  the  force,  whatever  it  may  be, 
at  the  lower  ferry,  occupy  Leesburg,  and  open  means  of  communication, 
as  rapidly  as  possible,  with  General  Patterson  on  the  one  hand  and  Gen- 
eral McDowell  on  the  other,  taking  especial  care  to  restore,  as  rapidly 
as  practicable,  the  transportation  routes  on  both  sides  of  the  river  down. 
The  canal  on  this  side  will  require  but  a  handful  of  men,  and  should 
General  Patterson  be  in  possession  of  Harper's  Ferry,  the  whole  canal 
from  that  point  to  Washington  can  be  put  in  working  order  in  one  day. 

I  am  just  sending  out  an  officer  to  inspect  the  canal  above,  and  I  think 
that  water  can  be  thrown  into  it  a  few  miles  north  of  this,  which  would 
relieve  all  this  part  of  the  State  from  the  great  inconvenience  which  now 
exists  in  getting  supplies  to  and  from  Washington  or  other  markets. 
Great  convenience  would  also  result  to  the  Government  in  forwarding 
supplies  along  the  river.  Should  such  work  interfere  with  the  main  ob- 
jects of  the  expedition,  it  will  not,  of  course,  be  attempted. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Colonel  Fourteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Expedition. 

Lieut  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  of  the  Army. 


Poolesville,  June  16, 1861— 2$  p.  in. 

Colonel  :  The  enemy  have  appeared  opposite  the  two  ferries  in  force, 
probably  part  of  the  late  Harper's  Ferry  force,  and  dispute  our  passage 
towards  Leesburg.  They  are  throwing  up  a  battery  on  the  road  between 
Edwards  Ferry  and .  Leesburg.  Lieutenant  Abert  is  reconnoitering 
along  the  river  above  their  upper  position.  Captain  Magruder  is  doing 
the  same  up  the  Monocacy  road.  My  weakness  for  attack  is  want  of 
artillery.  Had  I  a  full  battery  the  approaches  might  be  guarded  by  part 
to  advantage,  while  another  portion  could  be  used  in  turning  them.  My 
impression  is  that  these  are  Harper's  Ferry  troops,  but  that  their  main 
body  has  taken  the  road  to  Manassas  Junction. 

Very  respectfully,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend,  Assistant  Adjutant- General 


Poolesville,  June  17, 1861—4$  p.  m. 

uolonel  :  I  have  tho  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  opened  fire  on 
the  guard  at  Conrad's  Ferry  (five  miles  above-  Edwards  Ferry)  this  morn- 
ing about  10  o'clock.  The  point  was  and  is  occupied  on  our  side  by  five 
companies  of  the  New  Hampshire  First  Infantry.  The  enemy  were  rc- 
l>ortcd  to  have  three  cannon,  but  III  a  careful  examination  I  was  unable 
to  discover  more  than  one  C-pounder  field  piece.  They  amused  them- 
selves by  firing  some  twenty  shots ,  apparently  at  the  staff  on  which  the 
New  Hampshire  troops  had  raised  the  national  colors.  No  damage 
whatever  was  done  to  our  men  by  the  firing,  and  it  appeared  so  object- 
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less,  that  I  conjectured  it  must  have  been  intended  to  cover  an  advance 
at  some  other  point.  I  therefore  made  dispositions  for  watching  the 
fords  above  and  below,  and  threw  out  scouting  parties  to  intercept  any 
possible  movement  from  the  mouth  of  the  Monocacy  River. 

It  is  very  necessary  to  hold  these  ferries  and  protect  the  canal,  for 
the  enemy  seem  disposed  to  destroy  everything  they  do  not  control,  and 
the  canal  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  well-being  of  this  neighbor- 
hood—one of  the  best  small-grain  districts  in  the  State.  It  is  now  suf- 
fering for  want  of  means  of  transportation,  and  the  appearance  of 
troops  here  has  had  an  excellent  effect. 

I  shall  for  the  present  hold  the  main  body  of  troops  here,  keeping  a 
strong  guard  at  each  of  the  ferries  and  pickets  up  and  down  the  river 
at  the  fords.  I  have  this  evening  strengthened  the  posts  at  Seneca 
Mills  and  the  aqueduct  by  two  companies  of  the  Ninth  New  York,  and 
have  moved  the  remainder  of  that  regiment  to  a  point  near  Dawson- 
ville,  to  watch  the  roads  leading  toward  Washington  from  the  upper 
fords  and  ferries  near  the  Point  of  Bocks. 

It  seems  to  be  universally  conceded  here  by  the  people  along  the 
river  that  Harper's  Ferry  has  been  abandoned,  but  it  appears  to  me 
strange  that  no  communication  has  come  from  General  Patterson,  who, 
if  at  Harper's  Ferry,  could  communicate  with  me  in  four  hours.  I  do 
not  feel  at  liberty  to  detach  a  force  so  directly  off  my  necessary  line  of 
operations. 

From  the  above  rough  sketch  [diagram  on  the  original  copy]  you  will 
perceive  that  I  cannot  with  safety  trust  my  command  immediately  at 
the  ferries,  without  exposing  the  route  to  Washington  to  any  force 
which  might  have  crossed  above,  near  the  Monocacy,  and  at  the  same 
time  getting  my  troops  into  a  horseshoe,  with  the  rear  exposed  to  the 
same  force  and  a  river  in  front.  As  at  present  arranged,  they  can  all 
maintain  their  positions  until  relieved,  and  if  attacked  by  an  over- 
whelming force,  all  can  withdraw  towards  Georgetown  through  defiles 
easily  defended. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  forces  lately  at  Harper's 
Ferry  have  retired  toward  Manassas,  so  that  there  remain  none  in  suffi- 
cient numbers  to  make  a  demonstration  by  this  route  toward  Washing- 
ton, we  are  in  a  position  here  to  be  assembled  and  thrown  into  Lees- 
burg  at  any  moment 

I  feel  greatly  the  want  of  artillery,  and  should  be  glad  if  more  pieces 
could  be  spared  to  me. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, . 

CHAS.  P.  STONE. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  U.  8.  Army,  Headquarters  of  the  Army. 


Poolesville,  June  17,  1861. 

My  Deab  Genebal  :  Your  two  notes  of  yesterday  were  both  re- 
ceived by  me  this  afternoon  at  Conrad's  Ferry,  where  I  had  gone  to 
make  an  examination  of  the  position  of  the  enemy,  who  opened  Are  on 
our  guards  there  this  morning  with  one  or  more  6  pounder  guns.  The 
force  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  does  not  appear  to  be  large, 
probably  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Ferry  not  more  than  800 
men  j  I  could  not  see  100.  Wo  have  there  five  companies  of  the  New 
Hampshire  regiment,  with  pickets  thrown  out  above  and  below  the 
Ferry  to  watch  the  fords.    I  could  see  no  other  object  for  the  firing 
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than  an  attempt  to  amuse  us,  to  allow  a  large  force  to  cross  somewhere 
above  and  attack  our  flank  and  rear,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  us  off 
from  Washington  and  marching  in  that  direction.  My  dispositions  were 
made  accordingly. 

The  New  York  Ninth  was  ordered  to  the  entrance  of  the  Darnestown 
road,  the  Pennsylvania  regiment  and  half  of  the  New  Hampshire,  with 
one  piece  of  artillery,  disposed  here  for  approach  of  the  enemy  from  the 
north,  and  I  strengthened  Conrad's  Perry  only  by  twenty  marksmen 
from  the  Pennsylvania  First  Kegimeut.  The  New  Hampshire  troops 
have  the  old  musket,  which  has  not  power  enough  to  do  mischief  across 
the  river.  A  chance  ball  from  one  of  tht  Pennsylvania  muskets  is  said 
to  have  disabled  a  man  at  the  enemy's  gun  this  morning. 

While  writing  this  I  hear  the  firing  recommenced  by  the  enemy. 

1  have  no  reliable  news  from  General  Patterson's  command.  Rumor 
here  says  Harper's  Ferry  is  occupied  by  U.  8.  troops. 

Two  companies  are  detached  fiom  the  Ninth  Regiment  to  strengthen 
the  force  on  the  river  r.ear  the  mouth  of  the  Seneca,  where  Colonel 
Everett  and  Major  Jewe  I  are  stationed. 

As  your  messengers  do  not  seem  to  understand  the  roads  near  this 
point,  and  have  letters  from  you  to  deliver  at  Seneca  Falls,  I  send  this 
to  Captain  Mead,  at  Rockville,  with  orders  to  send  it  forward  immedi- 
ately. I  write  also  to  Colonel  Townsend  by  same  route.  All  your  kind 
hints  will  be  carefully  remembered. 

I  ^ain,  dear  ^era.,  very  respectfcU^d^y^ 

Brigadier-General  MANSFIELD, 

Commanding  Department  of  Washington, 


Headquarters  East  Potomac,  above  Georgetown, 

June  17—6.40  p.  m. 

General:  Tour  letter  of  this  date  has  just  been  handed  me.*  As  1 
have  conflicting  reports  about  the  strength  of  the  enemy  now  firing  on 
the  front  of  my  position,  and  no  positive  assurance  that  there  is  not  a 
force  above,  I  do  not  feel  authorized  to  weaken  the  force  here  by  a 
withdrawal  of  a  regiment,  as  I  might  thereby  expose  Washington  to  an 
attack  from  this  direction,  and  at  the  same  time  put  my  command  in  a 
desperate  condition. 

I  hope  to  have  reliable  information  by  morning,  and,  if  favorable, 
will  send  down  the  nearest  regiment— the  Ninth  New  York  or  the  First 
Pennsylvania. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Colonel  Fourteenth  Infantry,  Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  Mansfield, 

Commanding  Department  of  Washington. 


Poolesville,  June  18, 1861—9  p.  m. 

Colonel:  The  enemy  attempted  to  make  a  crossing  of  the  Goose 
Creek  this  afternoon,  having  arrived  opposite  Edwards  Ferry  in  force, 
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estimated  by  the  officer  in  command  of  the  guard  there  at  from  800  to 
WO  men.  They  made  use  of  the  ferry  boat,  which  they  had  withdrawn 
from  the  Potomac  I  had  given  orders  that  on  any  attempt  to  move 
the  boat  fire  should  be  opened  on  it,  and  in  compliance  with  these  orders 
Lieutenant  Hasbrouck  fired  from  his  12-pounder  field  howitzer  a  spher- 
ical case  shot,  which  burst  directly  in  range,  and  covered  the  boat  with 
a  shower  of  bullets  and  fragments.  Tho  effect  was  excellent.  The 
horse  of  a  mounted  officer  leaped  overboard,  and  the  boat  was  rapidly 
drawn  back  to  the  shore.  The  enemy  then  formed  line  along  the  crest 
of  the  bank  and  commenced  firing,  but  a  few  well-directed  spherical 
case  shot  dispersed  them,  and  %ent  them  flying  towards  Leesburg.  I 
deemed  it  important  to  prevent  communication  along  the  river  between 
these  forces  and  those  opposite  Lieutenant-Colonel  Everett's  position. 

To-night  I  shall  order  up  Captain  Smead's  battalion  to  within  sup- 
porting distance  of  both  Colonel  Everett  and  Colonel  Stiles,  and  to-mor 
row  morning  shall  be  able  to  open  communication  with  General  Patterson 
by  a  trusty  hired  messenger. 

I  respectfully  request  that  orders  may  issue  to  the  proper  depart- 
ments to  send  to-morrow  by  canal,  in  boats  of  light  draught,  18,000 
complete  rations,  excepting  the  meat  ration,  of  which  only  9,000  will 
be  necessary ;  also,  16,000  ball  cartridges,  elongated  bullet,  cal.  .58 : 
15,000  ditto,  elongated  bullet,  cal.  .69,  and  15,000  ditto,  round  ball,  cal. 
.69,  all  consigned  to  Capt  John  R.  Smead,  acting  assistant  quartermas- 
ter of  this  expedition.  These  stores  can  come  by  canal  as  far  as  the 
aqueduct,  occupied  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Everett,  and  can  be  thence 
transported  in  wagons. 

In  addition  to  the  before-mentioned  ordnance  stores,  I  request  that 
there  may  be  forwarded  140  6-pounder  spherical  case  shot,  fixed,  and 
144  12-pounder  spherical  case  shot,  fixed. 

I  can  now  at  any  time,  with  very  small  loss,  occupy  Leesburg,  but  can 
see  no  advantage  which  would  justify  even  the  small  loss  which  would 
be  sustained,  and  the  slight  risk  to  my  line  which  would  necessarily 
result. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHA8.  P.  STONE, 
Colonel  Fourteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Expedition. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  of  the  Army. 


Poolesville,  June  19,  1861— noon. 

Colon  k  l  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  gentleman  has  j ust  arrived 
in  my  camp  from  Martinsburg,  Berkeley  County,  Virginia,  where  he 
was  a  major  of  militia.  He  fled  from  Martinsburg  on  the  9th  instant, 
because  three  companies  of  Confederate  troops  arrived  there  for  the 
purpose  of  impressing  into  service  all  the  militia.  These  three  compa- 
nies were  commanded  by  Captain  Letcher,  he  believes  a  brother  of  the 
governor.  This  gentleman  concealed  himself,  and  escaped  with  some 
two  hundred  others,  and  made  their  way  through  the  mountains,  away 
from  the  roads,  out  of  the  State.  He  states  that  two  regiments  have 
been  impressed  in  Berkeley  County,  most  of  them  strong  Union  meu, 
who  are  determined  to  shoot  their  officers  and  go  over  to  the  Govern- 
ment troops  the  first  opportunity ;  that  these  men  carry,  many  of  them, 
little  United  States  flags  concealed  about  their  persons,  and  intend  to 
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stick  them  in  their  musket  boxes  and  joiu  the  United  States  forces  when- 
ever they  can ;  that  some  of  the  impressed  men  are  so  obstinate  thai 
arms  were  not  given  to  them,  but  they  were  carried  away  and  made  to  do 
police  duty  in  the  camps.  The  troops  at  Harpers  Ferry  were  badly  fed 
and  badly  clothed ;  had  very  poor  shoes,  and  few  of  them. 
There  is  nothing  new  to  be  communicated  from  this  command. 
Very  respectfully,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

OH  AS.  P.  STONE, 
(Joloii€l  Fourteenth  Infantry ',  ( Orrunanding  Expedition. 

Lieut.  Col.  B.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  of  the  Army. 


Poolesville,  June  20,  1861. 

Colonel  :  I  sent  a  trusty  messenger  up  the  river  yesterday  as  far  as  • 
opposite  Harper's  Ferry.   He  reports  that  there  were  no  troops  of  the 
United  States  at  or  near  that  place.   Harper's  Ferry  was  completely 
deserted,  except  by  a  few  poor  families. 

An  action  between  our  forces  and  those  of  the  enemy  at  Martinsburg 
was  vaguely  reported  as  a  complete  defeat  of  the  enemy. 

I  find  it  necessary  to  occupy  the  ferry  and  fords  at  Monocacy,  and  for 
this  purpose  order  up  the  Ninth  New  York  this  evening.  I  go  myself 
in  a  few  minutes  to  take  possession,  hoping  to  capture  the  ferry  boat, 
which  the  enemy  were  trying  to  raise  last  night.  More  artillery  is  needed, 
and  I  hope  may  be  furnished  me. 

It  is  difficult  to  restrain  the  New  Hampshire  troops  from  crossing  the 
river,  but  the  officers  seem  disposed  to  do  their  duty  in  carrying  out 
orders. 

The  people  in  the  neighborhood  seem  to  gain  confidence  in  the  Gov- 
ernment day  by  day,  and  the  troops,  especially  the  Pennsylvania  First, 
are  very  popular  with  them.  I  find  that  the  women  and  children  had 
been  taught  by  the  Virginiaus  and  active  secessionists  here  to  expect 
every  species  of  outrage  and  horror  on  the  arrival  of  the  United  States 
troops.  The  reaction  is  very  strong,  and  the  troops  are  now  looked  to 
for  protection. 

I  am  informed  that  repairs  will  be  immediately  commenced  on  the 
canal,  and  that  the  line  will  be  in  order  in  nine  or  ten  days'  time.  It 
will  require  careful  guarding  at  present. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Colonel  Fourteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Expedition. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Headquarters  of  the  Army. 


Poolesville,  June  21, 1861. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Ninth  New  York  Regi- 
ment takes  post  this  evening  at  the  Monocacy  Ferry,  to  watch  the  river 
above  and  below. 

The  Eighth  Battalion  District  of  Columbia  Volunteers  has  been  or- 
dered up  from  Tenuallytown  to  Great  Falls.  The  officers  of  the  Second 
Battalion  District  of  Columbia  Volunteers,  having  forgotten  themselves 
ho  far  as  to  request  that  the  battalion  might  be  relieved  from  duty  and 
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sent  back  to  Washington ,  and  having  permitted  the  battalion  evidently  to 
become  demoralized,  I  have  issued  an  order  directing  its  return  to  Wash- 
ington, where  I  recommend  that  it  be  mustered  out  of  service. 

If  practicable,  a  small  regiment  should  be  ordered  to  the  post  (Seneca 
Mills)  lately  occupied  by  that  battalion. 

I  yesterday  reconnoitered  the  river  up  to  Noland's  Ferry,  and  found 
no  signs  of  the  enemy.  I  passed  within  three  miles  of  the  Point  of 
Bocks. 

Very  respectfully,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Poolesville,  June  22,  1861. 

Colonel  :  I  had  the  honor  to  report  yesterday  some  dissatisfaction 
in  the  Second  Battalion  District  of  Columbia  Volunteers,  in  my  zeal, 
and  that  I  had  ordered  that  corps  to  Washington.  Later  in  the  day 
such  urgent  appeals  were  made  to  me  by  all  the  officers  of  the  battalion, 
that  I  consented  to  suspend  the  order  directing  its  return,  and  it  will 
hold  the  same  position  as  before — Seneca  Mills.  I  consider  that  part 
of  the  line  of  the  Potomac  so  important,  that  1  recommend  its  being 
strengthened  by  a  small  regiment  or  a  strong  battalion,  which  I  cannot 
spare  from  this  region. 

The  Ninth  New  York  now  occupies  the  mouth  of  the  Monocacy  and 
the  line  of  the  river  Potomac  as  far  aa  Noland's  Ferry. 

The  wheat  crops  of  this  region  are  now  within  a  few  days  of  harvest, 
and  are  very  abundant.  Loudoun  County,  Virginia,  is  exceedingly  pro- 
ductive, and  next  week  will  commence  one  of  the  richest  harvests  ever 
made  there.  1  deem  it  very  important  that  that  county  should  be  occu- 
pied, so  as  to  save  the  crops  of  the  inauy  loyal  citizens  there,  and  pre- 
vent the  enemy  seizing  them  and  gaining  advantage  of  the  supplies. 

I  was  this  morning  applied  to  for  security  for  a  crop  immediately  op- 
posite, belonging  to  a  Union  man,  but  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  cross 
until  some  communication  tomes  from  General  Pattersou,  showing  his 
dispositions  and  those  of  the  enemy.  I  have  sent  messengers  as  far  as 
eight  miles  above  the  Point  of  Bocks,  but  they  were  unable  to  learn 
anything  concerning  the  position  of  troops  of  either  force. 

I  respectfully  renew  my  application  for  more  field  pieces  or  mountain 
howitzers ;  and  if  a  small  portion  of  the  force  now  with  General  Patter- 
son can  be  caused  to  join  me  Loudoun  County  can  be  secured  and  the 
enemy  made  very  uneasy  on  his  left  flank  while  he  faces  General  Mc- 
Dowell. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  8TONE, 
Colonel  Fourteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Expedition. 

Lieut  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  of  tlie  Army. 


Poolesville,  June  23, 1861. 

Colonel:  I  have  received  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hamilton's  letter  of 
the  22d  instant,  informing  me  of  the  proposition  of  the  General  in-Chief 
to  General  Patterson  to  make  a  movement  South,  &c. 
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As  stated  in  my  letter  of  yesterday,  I  deem  it  important  that  Loudoun 
County  should  be  occupied  immediately;  but  much,  very  much,  has  been 
already  lost  by  a  failure  of  some  troops  to  occupy  Harper's  Ferry  and 
Point  of  Rocks. 

My  pickets  extend  to  within  three  miles  of  the  Point  of  Bocks,  but 
with  my  present  force  I  cannot  advance  them  a  mile  with  safety,  and 
can  only  justify  my  present  position  by  constant  activity  and  watchful- 
ness,  and  by  keeping  these  troops  under  my  command  worked  as  con 
stantly  as  troops  can  bear. 

Half  a  regiment  at  Point  of  Bocks,  and  the  same  force  at  a  point 
opposite  Harper's  Ferry  (if  it  be  not  deemed  advisable  by  the  general 
in  command  at  Williamsport  to  occupy  the  Ferry  itself),  would  relievo 
me  from  great  anxiety,  and  would  have  saved  much  uncertainty  among 
the  citizens  of  Virginia  and  Maryland. 

When  I  pushed  forward  my  posts  to  Monocacy  and  Noland's  Ferry  J. 
supposed  that  United  States  troops  in  some  force  had  certainly  occupied 
the  abandoned  important  points  within  twenty -five  miles  of  them.  We 
cannot  control  the  Potomac  without  holding  all  the  points  I  do,  and  not 
with  safety  and  certainty  without  occupying  those  of  Harper's  Ferry  or 
Knoxville  and  Point  of  Bocks. 

The  inclosed  appeal  of  a  Virginian  I  believe  to  be  genuine,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  many  have  been  forced  into  the  ranks  of  the  euemy  since  my 
arrival  here. 

Yesterday  the  opposing  pickets  at  Conrad's  Ferry  met  in  the  middle 
of  the  river,  shook  hands,  and  drank  each  other's  health.  The  Virginia 
picket  men  said  they  did  not  wish  to  fight,  but  "  wanted  to  go  home." 

With  a  little  more  force,  and  a  slight  co-operation  on  the  part  of  Gen- 
eral Cadwalader  or  General  Patterson,  I  could  move  forward  with  safety 
and  success.  1  cannot  do  so,  however,  until  Harper's  Ferry  is  occupied 
by  somebody  and  its  position  understood. 

The  health  of  the  command  remains  excellent  and  the  spirits  good. 
An  order  to  cross  the  river  would  bo  received  with  enthusiasm. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Colonel  Fourteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Expedition. 

Lient.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  of  the  Army. 


POOLBSVILLK,  June  24, 1801—8  p.  in. 

Colonel:  I  left  camp  at  midnight  last  night  on  a  reconnaissance 
up  the  river  Potomac,  accompanied  by  Capt.  Wm.  S.  Abert,  A.  A.  A. 
G.,  and  Captain  Stewart,  A.  D.  C,  with  an  escort  of  a  dozen  cavalry, 
having  communicated  all  my  plans  of  operations  up  to  that  time  to  Col. 
F.  E.  Patterson,  First  Pennsylvania  Begiment,  and  leaving  him  in  com- 
mand ;  passed  the  extreme  pickets  of  my  command  at  3  a.  m.  to  day, 
and  arrived  about  daybreak  at  the  village — Point  of  Bocks,  Md. 

As  you  are  already  aware,  the  bridge  across  the  Potomac  has  been 
burned  by  the  enemy.  I  found  that  the  enemy  had  a  picket  of  five  men 
watching  at  the  Virginia  end  of  the  burned  bridge.  At  Point  of  Bocks 
I  learned  that  there  were  no  troops  on  this  side  of  the  river  above,  and 
dispatched  Captain  Abert,  with  two  meu  on  a  hand-car,  to  a  poiut  oppo- 
Hite  Harper's  Ferry.  Captain  Abert  returned  at  1.45  p.  m.,  and  reported 
that  he  had  visited  Sandy  Hook,  opposite  Harper's  Ferry,  where  he  was 
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received  by  the  inhabitants  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm,  and  ques- 
tioned with  much  earnestness  and  anxiety  as  to  when  they  would  be 
relieved  from  their  present  painful  positiou  by  the  presence  of  United 
States  troops.  He  made  a  careful  persona)  examination  of  the  ground 
in  the  neighborhood,  which  he  found  had  been  occupied  in  the  most  ab- 
surd manner  by  the  enemy  during  their  recent  presence  there.  He  met 
Captain  Newton,  Engineer  Corps,  reconnoitering  the  position,  and  gave 
him,  for  the  information  of  General  Patterson,  an  account  of  the  num- 
bers and  positions  of  the  troops  composing  this  expedition.  Captain 
Abeit  learned  from  good  authority  that  General  Johnston  was  this 
morniug  at  Winchester  with  about  10,000  to  12,000  troops,  and  that  he 
had  broken  up  his  camp,  and  was  preparing  for  a  hasty  march  to  day  in 
some  direction,  supposed  to  be  Cumberland. 

I  had  an  interview  at  Point  of  Bocks  with  a  man  just  from  Leesburg, 
who  informed  me  that  he  saw  about  950  South  Carolina  troops  arrive  at 
Leesburg  last  night  This  would  make  the  force  there  about  1,600,  with 
supporting  troops  nine  miles  off. 

The  enemy  destroyed  to-day  a  large  number  of  locomotives  belonging 
to  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  together  with  a  train  of 
cars,  said  to  be  more  than  half  a  mile  long.  General  Johnston  might  reach 
Leesburg  by  to-morrow  afternoon,  and  either  attempt  the  passage  of 
the  river  or  move  towards  Arlington.  Should  he  come  to  Leesburg,  my 
impression  is  that  it  will  be  with  a  view  to  make  a  demonstration  on 
General  McDowell's  right.  In  my  opinion  the  Point  of  Rocks  and 
Sandy  Hook  should  be  immediately  occupied ;  the  first,  because  it  is 
now  used  as  a  crossing  place  to  and  from  Virginia-,  the  second,  because 
of  the  justly-founded  alarm  pervading  the  community,  and  the  right  of 
those  loyal  citizens  who  have  faithfully  stood  by  the  flag  under  circum- 
stances of  difficulty  and  danger  to  protection  at  the  first  moment  pos- 
sible. 

Had  I  one  regiment  more,  and  more  artillery,  I  should  occupy  Sandy 
Hook  to  morrow,  and  should  I  find  that  the  enemy  neglect  my  positions, 
I  shall  certainly  occupy  the  Point  of  Rocks,  for  the  purposes  above  indi- 
cated, and  also  for  securing  my  right  flank. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Colonel  Fourteenth  Infantry,  Commandina. 
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Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  of  the  Army. 


Poolesvlllk,  June  25, 1S61. 

Colonel  :  From  informers,  and  what  can  be  seen  from  our  positions, 
I  feel  assured  that  there  has  been  a  considerable  increase  of  force  in 
Leesburg  and  its  vicinity.  Yesterday  morning  General  Johnston  was 
at  Winchester,  as  reported  by  me  last  night,  and  some  of  his  forces  may 
be  those  which  have  been  seen  this  morning  opposite  us.  I  believe  some 
have  passed  south  of  Goose  Creek  in  the  direction  of  Arlington,  but 
there  were  undoubtedly  nearly  one  thousand  South  Carolina  troops  op- 
posite us  yesterday. 

The  destruction  of  locomotives  and  railroad  cars  noticed  in  my  letter 
of  last  night  took  place  at  Marti nsburg.  The  number  of  locomotives  is 
said  to  be  thirty-five,  and  the  line  of  cars  was  said  to  be  more  than  half 
a  mile  long. 

An  eye-witness  reported  General  Johnston's  force  at  Winchester  to 
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have  been  yesterday  morning  at  least  ten  thousand,  and  this  informer 
said  that  he  saw  all  baggage  packed  and  the  force  ready  to  move  at  a 
moment's  notice. 

I  am  not  in  a  position  to  relieve  the  loyal  people  up  the  Potomac, 
but  am  impressed  with  the  absolute  necessity  of  relief  being  promptly 

I  respectfully  request  again,  with  the  risk  of  being  deemed  importu- 
nate, an  additional  force  of  artillery  of  some  class  be  sent  me,  and 
that  the  cavalry  force  may  be  increased  by  the  remainder  of  Company 
H,  Second  Cavalry,  now  in  Washington,  if  it  can  be  possibly  afforded. 
I  am  much  cramped  for  pickets  of  mounted  men  and  escorts  for  recon- 
n  oitering  purposes. 
The  health  of  the  command  continues  good. 

Very  respectfully,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHA8.  P.  STONE, 
Colonel  Fourteenth  Tnfantru  Commandina  Exnedition 
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Lieut  Col.  B.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Headquarters  of  the  Army. 


Camp  near  Poolesville,  June  27, 1861. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  copy  of  letter 
to  General  Patterson  of  25th  instant.  Nothing  of  importance  has  oc- 
curred since  my  last  report.  The  Virginia  guards  at  the  ferries  seem 
to  have  been  replaced  by  South  Carolina  troops,  who  recommenced  the 
unsold ierlikc  practice  of  firing  at  pickets  across  the  river.  The  fire  was 
carefully  returned,  and  nothing  of  the  kind  has  taken  place  for  twenty- 
four  hours  past 

Colonel  Patterson  reports  that  the  South  Carolina  troops,  who  passed 
Goose  Creek  the  day  before  yesterday,  are  said  to  have  encamped  about 
two  to  two  and  one-half  miles  south  of  that  creek,  a  mile  or  two  back 
from  the  Potomac  I  respectfully  repeat  my  application  for  more 
cavalry  for  reconnoitering  purposes,  and  additional  field  pieces.  This 
command  can  properly  man  four  more  pieces  if  they  can  be  furnished, 
as  one  of  the  companies  of  the  Pennsylvania  regiment  has  been  well 
drilled  at  a  battery  in  Philadelphia  (Cadwalader's  old  battery),  and  I 
have  with  me  three  officers  of  the  regular  artillery.  Guns  in  position 
would  enable  me  to  dispose  of  a  more  considerable  portion  of  the 
infantry  force  for  the  watching  of  the  fords,  always  numerous,  and  daily 
becoming  more  so  as  the  dry  weather  continues.  The  health  of  the 
command  remains  excellent,  the  sick  report  not  averaging  three  per 
centum  of  the  force. 

Considering  the  circumstances  of  the  District  of  Columbia  Volunteers, 
I  respectfully  recommend  that  said  infantry  force  be  replaced  by  a  regi- 
ment of  State  troops,  and  if  an  additional  regiment  can  be  spared,  it 
would  greatly  facilitate  my  operations. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Colonel  Fourteenth  Infantry,  Commanding. 

Lieut  Col.  B.  D.  Townsend, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  U.  8.  Army,  Headquarters  of  the  Army. 
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Gamp  near  Poolesvtlle,  June  28, 1861. 

Colonel  :  The  following  reports  of  the  force  and  position  of  the 
enemy  opposite  my  positions  are  from  negro  scouts,  and  from  appear- 
ances are  nearly  accurate.  There  is  a  gradual  strengthening  of  force 
near  Edwards  Ferry— two  regiments  (not  Virginians)  at  Leesburg, 
about  1,200  ;  400  having  been  detached  from  the  1.600  previously  re- 
ported as  a  guard  at  Conrad's  Ferry. 

Four  pieces  of  artillery  are  to-day  reported  opposite  Edwards.  One 
thousand  additional  troops  were  to  arrive  at  Leesburg  overnight 

Considering  the  ease  with  which  their  forces  can  be  suddenly 
increased  from  the  direction  of  Winchester,  and  the  extended  line  of 
posts  which  I  am  obliged  to  occupy,  I  deem  it  only  prudent  that  this 
command  should  be  re- enforced,  so  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  complete 
my  line  of  posts  to  above  the  Point  of  Bocks,  and  have  a  disposable 
force  to  move  to  any  position  which  may  be  attacked,  and  be  able  to 
take  advantage  of  any  indiscretion  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  I  deem 
it  highly  important  to  occupy  the  Point  of  Bocks,  and  guard  the  fer- 
ries and  fords  there,  and  a  little  above  and  below.  Communication  is 
constantly  going  on  there,  and  the  enemy  can  at  any  time  cross  and 
destroy  the  canal  and  railway  track. 

No  communication  has  yet  come  to  me  from  Major- General  Patterson 
or  any  of  his  command.  The  only  intercourse  between  us  has  been  the 
meeting  of  our  reconnoitering  parties  opposite  Harper's  Ferry.  I  do 
not  dare  to  weaken  my  force  by  further'  detachments,  and  there  seems 
to  be  great  delay  in  occupying  the  space  between  us  by  General  Pat- 
terson. 

All  letters  which  pass  from  Maryland  into  Virginia  now  go  between 
the  Point  of  Bocks  and  Harper's  Ferry,  a  communication  which  could 
be  entirely  cut  off  by  one  regiment,  which  would  at  the  same  time  give 
great  impetus  to  the  Union  feeling  in  Frederick  County,  Maryland,  and 
Loudoun  and  Berkeley,  Virginia. 

The  disposition  shown  by  the  enemy  to  burn  and  destroy  private 
property  makes  me  solicitous  about  that  strong  Union  district  Hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  dollars'  worth  of  property  could  be  destroyed  in  a 
few  hours  there  by  a  small  force,  the  telegraph  wires  cut,  and  the  canal 
made  useless  to  us  for  months. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Colonel  Fourteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Expedition. 

Lieut  Col.  E.  D.  Townsbnd, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  of  the  Army. 


Camp  near  Poolesville,  June  29,  1861. 

General  :  I  have  this  afternoon  received  your  letter  of  yesterday's 
date,*  and  have  seut  orders  to  Colonel  Cake  to  bring  bis  battalion  to 
this  point  as  rapidly  as  the  well-being  of  his  troops  will  permit 

I  yesterday  reported  an  increase  of  the  enemy's  force  opposite  my 
position,  and  am  very  desirous  of  showing  them  a  strong  front,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  occupy  more  ground  on  my  right. 

At  present,  with  Harper's  Ferry  unoccupied,  the  disaffected  in  Mary- 
land have  free  communication  with  Virginia  across  the  Potomac  above 
the  Point  of  Bocks,  and  information  and  supplies  go  daily  to  the  enemy. 

•  Not  found. 
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The  railroad  and  canal  are  not  safe  for  a  single  night,  and  yet  I  cannot 
with  anything  like  prudeuce  detach  a  force  for  guarding  the  line  unless 
strengthened  for  the  purpose. 

I  suppose  Major-General  Patterson  must  have  weighty  reasons  for 
leaving  the  point  opposite  Harper's  Ferry  without  guard,  for  I  feel  that 
each  night  risks  an  immense  amount  ot  private  property  and  wearies 
the  loyal  people,  while  it  encourages  the  sympathizers  of  the  euemy. 

With  two  regiments  more  I  can  occupy  the  entire  line  from  George- 
town to  Harper's  Ferry,  and  with  three  more  do  not  only  that,  but  ope- 
rate between  General  Johnston  and  General  McDowell. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS:  P.  STONE, 
Colonel  Fourteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Expedition. 

Brigadier-General  Mansfield, 

Commanding  Department  of  Washington. 


Camp  neab  Poolesville,  July  1,  186i. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Special 
Orders,  No.  109,  which  came  to  hand  this  moruing. 

The  advance  towards  General  Patterson's  supposed  position  will 
commence  this  afternoon.  I  propose  to  occupy  Point  of  Rocks  to  night 
with  six  companies  of  the  Ninth  Regiment  New  York,  to  send  forward 
the  First  Pennsylvania  to-night  as  far  as  the  Motiocacy,  which  will  en- 
able the  last  named  regiment  to  join  the  Ninth  New  York  fresh  to-morrow 
forenoon.  The  rear  will  be  covered  by  the  First  New  Hampshire  Regi- 
ment, which  will,  until  the  last  moment  possible,  guard  the  fords  and 
ferries  near  this  place.  To-morrow  evening  I  shall  hope  to  occupy  the 
Maryland  Heights,  opposite  Harper's  Ferry,  with  tho  First  Pennsyl- 
vania and  six  companies  of  the  Ninth  New  York,  having  four  companies 
of  the  Ninth  New  York  at  Point  of  Rocks,  and  the  New  Hampshire  First 
and  battalion  of  Pennsylvania  Twenty-fifth  at  the  Monocacy. 

It  will  be  with  serious  misgivings  that  I  leave  this  horsewhoe  of  the 
river  unguarded,  for  I  shall  expect  to  learn  that  the  enemy  have  crossed 
immediately  on  my  leaving,  and  doubtless  the  canal  will  be  destroyed, 
as  well  as  large  amounts  of  grain  of  the  old  and  new  crop.  To  guard 
as  far  as  possible  against  such  a  result,  I  shall  post  100  of  the  return- 
ing District  of  Columbia  Volunteers  at  Edwards  Ferry,  with  two  days' 
rations,  and  shall  send  their  baggage  to  the  canal  at  Seneca,  giviug 
them  orders  to  hold  the  ferry  while  their  supplies  last,  aud  then  fall 
back  on  the  river  road,  or  the  tow-path,  to  their  baggage,  with  which 
they  will  return  by  canal  to  Washington.  The  force  at  Seneca,  being 
composed  entirely  of  District  of  Columbia  Volunteers,  will  hold  their 
position  until  the  arrival  of  the  former,  and  return  to  Washington  with 

I  regret  greatly  the  necessity  which  exists  for  leaving  this  village  and 
vicinity  without  troops,  as  I  have  said  before,  and  hope  that  these  troops 
may  be  replaced  before  any  evil  results.  The  position  and  crops  deserve 
occupation,  if  it  be  in  any  way  practicable. 

The  time  required  to  retire  the  volunteers  carefully  will  give  oppor- 
tunity to  send  other  troops,  if  it  be  deemed  advisable. 

Very  respectfully,  1  am,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Colonel  Fourteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Expedition. 

Lieut  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Headquarters  of  the  Army. 
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Oamp  nkar  Poolesvlllk,  July  2,  186J. 

Colonkl:  The  six  companies  of  the  Ninth  "New  York  advanced  yes- 
terday ailemoon  to  Point  of  Hocks;  First  Pennsylvania  Artillery 
(Colonel  Patterson)  started  for  Lieksville,  but  the  heavy  rain  which 
came  on  rendered  the  roads  impassable,  and  he  was  obliged  to  halt  this 
side  the  Monoeacy.  The  battalion  Twenty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Regiment 
arrived  last  night.  The  provision  train  with  much  difficulty  reached 
here  from  Seneca  this  morning. 

Captain  Magruder  has  started  on  his  march  to  Washington  with  Com- 
pany H,  Second  Cavalry.  The  President's  Mounted  Guard  is  at  Ed- 
wards Ferry,  aud  will  march  for  Washington,  via  Seneca,  to-morrow 
morning,  with  the  Third  Battalion  District  of  Columbia  Volunteers. 
Piper's  section  of  artillery  will  await  the  assembling  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  Volunteer  battalions  at  Seneca,  and  then  proceed  to  Washing- 
ton, accompanied  by  the  President's  Mounted  Guard. 

The  movement  of  the  First  New  Hampshire  Regiment  from  this  place 
will  necessarily  depend  on  the  progress  of  the  trains.  I  hope  to  see 
Harper's  Ferry  to-night. 

Very  respectfully,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Colonel  Fourteenth  Infantry ,  Commanding. 

Lieut  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend,  Amstant  Adjutant  General. 


Point  of  Rocks,  July  3, 1861. 

I  have  just  returned  froin  Saudy  Hook,  opposite  Harper's  Ferry,  to 
which  point  a  division  of  the  New  York  Ninth  aud  the  First  Pennsyl- 
vania Artillery  have  been  advanced.  A  messenger  came  in  to  me  there 
from  Sharpsburg,  bringing  intelligence  that  there  was  an  affair  at  Fall- 
ing Waters  yesterday,  in  which  the  Government  troops  captured  five  hun- 
dred prisoners  and  six  pieces  of  artillery.  Our  loss  three  killed  and 
some  wounded. 

The  messenger  states  that  there  is  a  battle  going  on  to-day  ou  the 
road  between  Falling  Waters  and  Winchester.  Harper's  Ferry  appears 
to  be  deserted.  I  could  see  but  half  a  dozen  people  in  the  town  without 
my  glass.   Shall  I  have  any  further  instructions  f 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 

Colonel.  Common  diuo. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend. 


Point  of  Rocks,  July  4, 1861. 

Colonel  :  I  reported  uight  before  last  and  yesterday  by  telegraph. 
I  visited  the  river  opposite  Harper's  Ferry  yesterday  and  to  day.  There 
are  now  at  that  point  the  Pennsylvania  First  Regiment,  part  of  the 
New  York  Ninth,  and  Colonel  Cake's  command.  The  train  of  provis- 
ions and  ammunition  has  been  detained  on  the  road,  but  will  be  up  to- 
uiglit. 

1  have  no  news  from  General  Patterson  since  my  telegram  of  last 
night  Had  I  only  a  little  artillery  and  cavalry  a  good  advance  could 
be  made,  co  operating  with  General  Patterson.  I  hope  to  occupy  the 
town  of  Harper's  Ferry  to  night  or  to-morrow  morning,  in  spite  of  the 
want  of  artillery. 

The  people  received  the  troops  at  Berlin,  Knoxville,  and  Sandy  Hook 
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with  the  greatest  demonstration  of  joy  and  relief.  X  think  it  important 
to  send  a  Government  operator  for  the  telegraph  here  and  at  Harper's 
Ferry. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servaut , 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  of  the  Army. 


Point  op  Rooks,  July  5, 186L 

Colonel  :  I  have  come  down  this  far  to  hasten  the  movements  of 
the  troops.  The  New  Hampshire  First,  the  rear  regiment,  has  come  np. 
The  men  are  hardly  in  moving  condition  this  afternoon.  The  last  com- 
panies of  the  Ninth  New  York  go  up  to  the  Ferry  this  afternoon,  and 
will  be  followed  by  part  of  the  New  Hampshire. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  leave  two  or  more  companies  at  this  place  to 
keep  up  our  communications  for  supplies.  Captain  Abert  is  engaged 
now  in  reconnoitering  the  fords  above  Harper's  Ferry  and  securing 
boats  in  which  part  of  the  passage  can  be  effected. 

Very  respectfully,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Colonel  Fourteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Expedition. 

Lieut  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

AsKintant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  of  the  Army. 


Opposite  Harper's  Ferry,  July  5, 1861. 

Colonel  :■  Yesterday  afternoon,  while  I  was  engaged  in  bringing  up 
more  troops  from  the  Point  of  Rocks,  Harper's  Ferry  was  suddenly 
occupied  by  a  few  of  the  enemy,  who  opened  fire  on  our  pickets.  The 
latter  were  re-enforced  by  a  company  of  the  Ninth  New  York  Regiment, 
and  firing  was  kept  up  for  about  half  an  hour,  resulting  in  a  slight  loss 
on  both  sides ;  on  ours  one  private  killed  ana  three  wounded.  As  far 
as  now  known  the  loss  of  the  enemy  was  two  killed  and  two  severely 
wounded,  but  there  are  reports  that  his  loss  was  greater.  The  enemy 
retired  to  the  rear  of  the  town. 

I  have  this  morning  received  a  letter  from  Major  Porter,  assistant 
adjutant-general.  Department  of  Pennsylvania,  of  which  a  copy  is 
inclosed  herewith. 

The  movement  directed  to  be  made  by  infantry  alone,  in  a  country 
occupied  by  hostile  cavalry,  will  be  somewhat  hazardous. 

Very  respectfully,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Colonel  Fourteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Expedition. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  of  the  Army. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Martinsburg,  Va.,  July  4,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  commanding  general  wishes  you  to  join  this  column,  now 
temporarily  halted  for  provisions  to  be  brought  up.  Under  the  impres- 
sion you  have  crossed  the  river  near  Harper's  Ferry,  he  directs  you  to 
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move  up  towards  Charlestown  and  effect  a  junction  in  that  direction. 
As  soon  as  provisions  arrive  he  will  advance  to  Winchester,  if  the  foe 
have  not  evacuated  that  place.  At  present  only  small  parties  are 
known  to  be  in  our  vicinity,  hovering  about  to  pick  up  straggle™  and 
careless  pickets. 

If  you  have  information  which,  in  your  judgment,  renders  the 
ment  directed  above  injudicious  or  hazardous,  you  are  desired  to 
municate  your  information  and  act  upon  it  till  you  hear  from  him  again. 
When  the  force  in  front  is  scattered  he  designs  moving  east  towards 
Leesburg.  He  wishes  you  to  be  cautious  in  all  your  movements,  that 
no  check  to  the  execution  of  your  plans  may  result 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  PORTER,  A,  A.  0. 

Col  Charles  P.  Stone, 

Commanding  Bockville  Expedition,  en  route  to  Martinsburg,  Va. 


I  am  informed  the  enemy,  15,000  strong,  are  in  front,  this  side  of  Win- 
chester, Joe  Johnston  commanding. 


Point  op  Rocks,  July  6, 1861. 

Colonel  :  I  have  written  by  mail,  but  do  not  altogether  trust  the  post- 
office  here.  New  York  Ninth,  Pennsylvania  Twenty-fifth,  and  Pennsyl- 
vania First  are  on  their  way  to  General  Patterson.  New  Hampshire 
First  will  move  from  Sandy  Hook  this  afternoon,  when  the  wagon  train 
reaches  there.  I  expect  to  be  in  Williamsport  to-night  or  to-morrow 
morning.  Have  left  much  of  the  baggage,  &c,  to  march  light;  have 
to  leave  one  company  to  guard  at  Sandy  Hook  and  two  companies  here. 
I  respectfully  urge  a  re-enforcement  to  these  companies  before  it  is 
known  generally  on  the  other  side  that  they  are  so  few  in  numbers  here. 
Very  respectfully,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Colonel  Fourteenth  Infantry,  Commanding. 

Point  op  Rocks,  July  6, 1861. 

Colonel  :  I  have  come  down  here  on  the  locomotive  to  take  a  look  at 
the  rear  before  moving  on  myself.  I  started  off  this  morning  toward 
General  Patterson  the  Pennsylvania  Twenty-fifth,  the  New  York  Ninth, 
and  Pennsylvania  First  Artillery,  less  one  company,  left  to  guard  bag- 
gage.  I  have  to  leave  two  companies  here  to  guard  baggage  and  look 

lot  be 


out  for  the  railroad,  so  that  the  communication  may  not  be  cut  off  with 
the  baggage  and  provisions  above.  It  was  necessary  to  lighten  the 
wagons  much  to  make  a  quick  march. 

I  regard  it  of  great  importance  to  re-enforce  those  small  guards,  and 
would  respectfully  recommend  that  a  regiment  be  sent  to  Sandy  Hook. 
Two  wounded  and  a  few  sick  men  have  to  be  left  there. 

The  New  Hampshire  regiment's  train  will  overtake  it  this  evening, 
and  it  (now  opposite  Harper's  Ferry)  will  push  on  to  be  at  Williamsport 
to-morrow  morning.  I  shall  get  there  (Williamsport)  to-night  or  early 
in  the  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHA8.  P.  STONE, 
Colonel  Fourteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Expedition. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Townsend,  Assistant  Adjutant-  OeneraL 
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NO.  3. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Becker,  Eighth  Battalion  1).  C.  Militia,  of  tMrmith 

at  Great  Falls,  Md. 

Headquarters  8th  Battalion  D.  C.  Vols. 

(Received  July  7, 1861,  from  Chain  Bridge.) 

Have  been  fighting  all  day;  fighting  when  I  left  at  7  o'clock  this 
p.  m.  One  man  killed  on  our  side.  We  want  re-enforcements.  Are 
not  strong  enongh  to  hold  our  position.  We  want  a  surgeon.  Please 
answer. 

BECKER,  Adjutant  Eighth  Battalion. 

General  Mansfield. 


JUNE  13,  1881.— Descent  of  Union  Troops  on  Romney,  W.  Va. 

Report  of  Col  Lew.  Wallace,  Eleventh  Indiana  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Eleventh  Regiment  Indiana, 

Camp  McGinnis,  June  14,  1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  Having  been  notified  that  several  hundred  rebel  troops 
were  quartered  at  Romoey,  Hampshire  County,  Virginia,  drilling  there, 
impressing  Union  men,  and  in  other  ways  oppressing  loyal  citizens,  I 
determined  to  disperse  them,  it  possible.  For  that  purpose  I  left  Cum- 
berland at  10  o'clock  ou  the  night  of  the  12th  instant,  with  eight  com- 
panies, in  all  about  five  hundred  men,  and  by  railway  went  to  New 
Creek  Station,  twenty -one  miles  distant 

A  little  after  4  o'clock  I  started  my  men  across  the  mountaius,  twenty- 
three  miles  off,  intending  to  reach  the  town  by  0  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
The  road  was  very  fatiguing  and  rough,  leading  along  high  bluffs  and 
narrow  passes,  which  required  great  caution  in  passing ;  so  much  so, 
indeed,  that  with  the  utmost  industry  I  did  not  get  near  Romney  until 
about  s  o'clock.  In  a  pass  a  mile  and  a  half  this  side  the  town  my 
advance  guard  was  fired  upon  by  a  mounted  picket  of  the  enemy,  who 
dashed  ahead  and  alarmed  the  rebels.  In  fact,  I  afterwards  learned 
that  they  had  notice  of  my  coming  full  an  hour  before  my  arrival. 

In  approaching  the  place  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  cross  a  bridge 
over  the  South  Branch  of  the  Potomac  A  reconnaissance  satisfied  me 
that  the  passage  of  the  bridge  would  be  the  chief  obstacle  in  my  way, 
although  I  could  distinctly  see  the  enemy  drawn  up  on  the  bluff,  which 
is  the  town  site,  supporting  a  battery  of  two  guns,  planted  so  as  to  sweep 
the  road  completely.  I  directed  my  advance  guard  to  cross  the  bridge 
on  the  run,  leap  down  an  embankment  at  the  farther  entrance,  and  ob- 
serve the  windows  of  a  large  brick  house  not  farther  off  than  seventy- 
five  yards.  Their  appearance  was  the  signal  for  an  assault.  A  warm 
fire  opened  from  the  house,  which  the  guard  returned,  with  no  other 
loss  than  the  wounding  of  a  sergeant.  The  firing  continued  several 
minutes.  I  led  a  second  company  across  the  bridge,  and  by  following 
up  a  ravine  got  them  into  a  position  that  soon  drove  the  enemy  from  the 
house  and  into  a  mountain  to  its  rear. 

My  attention  was  then  turned  to  the  battery  on  the  hill.  Instead  of 
following  the  road,  as  the  rebels  expected,  I  pushed  five  companies  in 
skirmishing  order,  and  at  double-quick  time,  up  a  hill  to  th«  right, 
intending  to  get  around  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy,  and  cut  off  their 
retreat.  Hardly  had  my  companies  deployed  and  started  forward,  and 
got  within  rifle  range,  before  the  rebels  limbered  up  and  put  off  over 
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the  bluff  in  hottest  haste.  Between  their  position  and  that  of  ray  men 
was  a  deep,  precipitous  gorge,  the  crossing  of  which  occupied  about  ten 
minutes.  When  the  opposite  ridge  was  gained  we  discovered  the  rebels 
indiscriminately  blent,  with  a  mass  of  women  and  chihlreu,  flying  as  for 
life  from  the  town.  Having  no  horse,  pursuit  of  the  cannoneers  was 
impossible.  They  went  off  under  whip  and  spur.  After  that  I  quietly 
marched  into  the  place,  and  took  possession  of  the  empty  houses  and  a 
legion  of  negroes,  who  alone  seemed  un scared  by  our  presence.  After 
searching  the  town  for  arms,  camp  equipage,  &c..  I  returned  to  Cum- 
berland by  the  same  road,  reaching  camp  at  11  o'clock  at  night.  My 
return  was  forced,  owing  to  the  fact  that  there  was  not  a  mile  on  the 
road  that  did  not  offer  half  a  dozen  positions  for  the  ruin  or  rout  of  my 
regimeut  by  a  much  smaller  force. 

The  loss  of  the  rebels  we  have  not  been  able  to  accurately  ascertain. 
A  citizen  of  Komney  admitted  two  killed.  My  own  surgeon  dressed  the 
wound  of  one  man.  A  number  of  tents  were  taken.  Quite  a  number 
of  rifles  were  destroyed,  and,  among  others,  I  have  a  Maj.  Isaac  Van- 
dever  prisoner,  a  gentleman  who,  from  accounts,  has  been  very  active 
in  exciting  rebellion,  organizing  troops,  and  impressing  loyal  citizens. 
I  have  also  an  excellent  assortment  of  surgical  stores,  which,  with  the 
tents,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  convert. 

My  regiment  behaved  admirably,  attacking  coolly  and  in  excellent 
order.  Where  all  behaved  gallantly,  I  cannot  siugle  out  officers  for 
praise.  Sufficient  to  say  they  conducted  themselves  like  veterans,  and 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  entitle  them  to  your  confidence  in  any  tteld. 

I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  length  of  our  march— eighty -seven 
miles  in  all,  forty-six  of  which  was  on  foot,  over  a  continuous  succession 
of  mountains,  made  in  twenty-four  hours,  without  rest,  and  varied  by  a 
brisk  engagement — made,  too,  without  leaving  a  man  behind,  and,  what 
is  more,  my  men  are  ready  to  repeat  it  to-morrow. 

I  have  already  received  your  approval  of  my  enterprise,  for  which  I 
am  very  much  obliged.  One  good  result  has  come  of  it :  tne  loyal  men 
in  that  region  have  taken  heart.  Very  shortly  I  think  you  will  hear  of 
another  Union  company  from  that  district.  Moreover,  it  has  brought 
home  to  the  insolent  "chivalry"  a  wholesome  respect  for  Northern 
prowess. 

Very  truly,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEW.  WALLACE, 
Commanding  Regiment. 
Major-General  Patterson,  CKambersburg,  Pa. 


JUHE  17,  1861.— Action  near  Vienna,  Va. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1.— Brig.  Gen.  Irvln  McDowell,  U.  8.  Army. 

No.  2.— Brig.  Gen.  Robert  C.  Schenck,  U.  8.  Army. 

No.  3.-Col.  Maxey  Gregg,  First  South  Carolina  Infantry. 

No.  t 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Irvin  McDowell,  XT.  8.  Army. 

Headquarters  Department  Northeastern  Virginia, 

Arlington,  June  18, 1861. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  my  written  instructions  to  Gen- 
eral Schenck,  under  which  his  movement  was  made  yesterday  afternoon. 
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Tho  point  to  which  it  was  intended  the  regiment  should  go  by  train, 
and  establish  itself  for  the  twenty-fonr  hours,  had  been  occupied,  for 
the  day  before,  by  the  Sixty-ninth  New  York  Regiment,  under  Colonel 
Hunter,  commanding  the  brigade.  The  latter  regiment  had  been  sent 
there,  on  the  return  of  General  Tyler  from  his  reconnaissance  up  the 
road,  as  an  advance  guard  and  a  protection  to  the  road,  which  had 
been  repaired  in  anticipation  of  the  demonstration  I  was  to  make  on 
the  notification  of  the  General-in-Chief  in  favor  of  the  attack  on  Har- 
per's Ferry.  It  is  said  the  attack  on  the  Ohio  regiment  was  made 
by  the  South  Caroliniaus.  If  so,  they  must  have  been  moved  forward 
from  Centreville,  where  they  have  been  stationed  for  some  time  past. 
This  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  reports  of  an  advance  of  troops 
to  their  posts  in  front  of  this  position  are  well  founded.  I  have  asked 
if  it  would  accord  with  the  plans  of  the  General-in-Chief  that  a  move- 
ment be  made  in  force  in  the  direction  of  Vienna,  near  which  the 
attack  was  made.  I  learn  from  a  reliable  source  that  the  force  at 
Fairfax  Court-House  has  been  increased.  Had  the  attack  not  been 
made,  I  would  not  suggest  this  advance  at  this  time ;  but  now  that  it  has, 
1  think  it  would  not  be  well  for  us  to  seem  even  to  withdraw.  General 
Scheuck  applies  for  permission  to  send  a  flag  of  truce  to  Vienna  to  bury 
his  dead  and  care  for  his  wounded.  I  do  not  think  this  necessary  for 
either  purpose,  but  think  the  morale  of  the  troops  would  be  increased  if 
they  went  over  the  ground  again  with  arms  in  their  hands.  The  dis- 
tance by  turnpike  from  Falls  Church  to  Vienna  is  about  six  miles. 

General  Tyler,  who  is  in  advance,  sends  me  word  that  he  sees  the 
country  as  far  as  Falls  Church.  No  signs  of  any  movement.  He  wants 
no  more  troops  thau  he  has,  unless  it  is  intended  to  hold  permanently  the 
position  he  occupies. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ibvin  Mcdowell, 

Brigadier  General,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  B.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, Headquarters  Army,  Washington. 

[Inclocnre.) 

Headquarters  Department  Northeastern  Virginia, 

Arlington,  June  17,  1861. 

Brigadier-General  Schenok,  Commanding  Ohio  Brigade: 

Sir  :  The  general  commanding  directs  that  yon  send  one  of  the 
regiments  of  your  command,  on  a  train  of  cars,  up  the  Loudoun  and 
Hampshire  Railroad  to  the  point  where  it  crosses  the  wagon-road  running 
from  Fort  Corcoran,  opposite  Georgetown,  southerly  into  Virginia. 

The  regiment,.being  established  at  that  point,  will,  by  suitable  patrols, 
feel  the  way  along  the  road  towards  Falls  Church  and  Vienna,  moving, 
however,  with  caution,  and  making  it  a  special  duty  to  guard  effectually 
the  railroad  bridges  and  to  look  to  the  track.  The  regiment  will  go 
supplied  for  a  tour  of  duty  of  twenty-four  hours,  and  will  move  on  the 
arrival  at  your  camp  of  a  train  of  cars  ordered  for  that  purpose,  and  will 
relieve  all  the  troops  of  Colonel  Hunter's  brigade  now  guarding  the  line. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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No.  2. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Robert  C.  Schenclc,  U.  8.  Army. 

Left  camp  with  668  rank  and  file,  29  field  and  company  officers,  in 
pursuance  of  General  McDowell's  orders,  to  go  upon  this  expedition 
with  the  available  force  of  one  of  my  regiments,  the  regiment  selected 
being  the  First  Ohio  Volunteers.  Left  two  companies — Company  I  and 
Company  E,  aggregate  135  men — at  the  crossing  of  the  roads.  Sent 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Parrott,  with  two  companies,  117  men,  to  Falls 
Church,  and  to  patrol  roads  in  that  direction.  Stationed  two  compa- 
nies—D  and  F,  136  men— to  guard  railroad  and  bridge  between  the 
crossing  and  Vienna.  Proceeded  slowly  to  Vienna  with  four  compa- 
nies— Company  £,  Captain  Paddock :  Company  C,  Lieutenant  Wood- 
ward, afterwards  joined  by  Captain  Pease ;  Company  G,  Captain  Bai- 
ley ;  Company  H,  Hazlett  j  total,  271  men. 

On  turning  the  curve  slowly,  within  one-quarter  of  a  mile  of  Vienna, 
were  fired  upon  by  raking  masked  batteries  of,  I  think,  three  guns,  with 
shells,  round-shot ,  and  grape,  killing  and  wounding  the  men  on  the 
platform  and  in  the  cars  before  the  train  could  be  stopped.  When  the 
train  stopped,  the  engineer  could  not,  on  account  of  damage  to  some 
part  of  the  running  machinery,  draw  the  train  out  of  the  fire,  the  en- 
gine being  in  the  rear.  We  left  the  cars,  and  retired  to  right  and  left 
of  train  through  the  woods.  Finding  that  the  enemy's  batteries  were 
sustained  by  what  appeared  about  a  regiment  of  infantry  and  by  cav- 
alry, which  force  we  have  since  understood  to  have  been  some  fifteen 
hundred  South  Carolinians,  we  fell  back  along  the  railroad,  throwing 
out  skirmishers  on  both  flanks;  and  this  was  about  7  p.  m.  Thus  we 
retired  slowly,  bearing  off  our  wounded,  five  miles,  to  this  point,  which 
we  reached  at  10  o'clock. 

Casualties.— C&pt&m  Hazlett'*  company,  H,  2  known  to  be  killed,  3 
woubded,  5  missing :  Captain  Bailey's  company,  G,  3  killed,  2  wounded, 
2  missing ;  Captain  Paddock's  company,  E,  1  officer  slightly  wounded ; 
Captain  Pease's,  2  missing. 

The  engineer,  when  the  men  left  the  cars,  instead  of  retiring  slowly, 
as  I  ordered,  detached  his  engine  with  one  passenger  car  from  the  rest 
of  the  disabled  train  and  abandoned  us,  running  to  Alexandria,  and  we 
have  heard  nothing  from  him  since.  Thus  we  were  deprived  of  a  rally- 
ing point,  and  of  all  means  of  conveying  the  wounded,  who  had  to  be 
carried  on  litters  and  in  blankets.  We  wait  here,  holding  the  roads  for 
re-enforcements.  The  enemy  did  not  pursue. 

I  have  ascertained  that  the  enemy's  force  at  Fairfax  Court-House, 
four  miles  from  Vienna,  is  now  about  four  thousand. 

When  the  batteries  opened  upon  us,  Major  Hughes  was  at  his  station 
on  the  foremost  platform  car.  Colonel  McCook  was  with  me  in  one  of 
the  passenger  cars.  Both  these  officers,  with  others  of  the  commissioned 
officers  and  many  of  the  men,  behaved  most  coolly  under  this  galling 
fire,  which  we  could  not  return,  and  from  batteries  which  we  could  not 
flank  or  turn  from  the  nature  of  the  ground,  if  my  force  had  been 
sufficient.  The  approach  to  Vienna  is  through  a  deep,  long  cut  in  the 
railway.  In  leaving  the  cars,  and  before  they  could  rally,  many  of  my 
men  lost  haversacks  or  blankets,  but  brought  off'  all  their  muskets,  ex- 
cept, it  may  be,  a  few  that  were  destroyed  by  the  enemy's  first  fire  or 
lost  with  the  killed. 

ROBT.  C.  8CHENOK, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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[Received  at  the  War  Department  June  18, 1861.] 

I  am  enabled  now  to  give  you  additional  and  exact  details  of  the  affair 
near  Vienna  last  evening.  A  perfectly  reliable  Union  man,  residing 
in  Vienna,  [and  who]  was  there  during  the  attack,  has  arrived,  bringing 
with  him,  in  patriotic  and  Christian  kindness,  the  six  oodies  of  our 
killed  who  were  left  behind.  I  have  sent  them  to  Camp  Lincoln  by  the 
train  which  has  just  left  for  burial.  He  reports  also  one  wounded  man 
remaining  at  Vienna,  John  Volmer,  of  Company  G,  for  whom  I  have 
just  sent  an  assistant  surgeon  and  two  men  with  the  same  gentleman 
who  brought  the  killed  in  his  wagon,  carryiog  a  flag  of  truce,  to  be  dis- 
played if  necessary.  When  the  wounded  man  arrives  I  will  send  him 
forward  by  a  train  to  my  camp,  to  be  conveyed  from  there  to  George- 
town Hospital  by  ambulance. 

The  casualties,  as  I  now  am  able  accurately  to  state  them,  are  as 
follows: 

Dead,  8. — Captain  Hazlett's:  1st,  George  Morrison,  of  Company  H, 
brought  in  to  day.  2d,  David  Mercer,  of  same  company,  brought  off 
the  field  to  this  place,  and  died  here.  3d,  Daniel  8ullivan,  of  Captain 
Bailey's  company,  G.  4th,  Joseph  Smith,  Company  G,  brought  in 
to-day.  5th,  Philip  Strade,  Company  G.  6th, Thomas  Fintou,  Company 
G.  7th,  Eugene  Burke,  Company  G.  8th.  J.  B.  T.  Barnes,  Company 
G,  shot  in  the  passenger  car  that  was  carried  away  from  us  by  the  en- 
gineer, aud  died  on  his  way  to  this  camp. 

Wounded  and  yet  living,  4.— 1st,  David  Gates,  Company  G,  danger- 
ously. 2d,  B.  F.  Lanman,  Company  G,  severely,  but  not  dangerously. 
3d,  Henry  Pigman,  Company  H,  dangerously.  (Those  three  were  sent 
to  the  hospital  this  morning.)  4th,  John  Volmer,  Company  G,  supposed 
dangerously ;  yet  at  Vienna  and  sent  for. 

Total  killed  and  wounded,  12.   None,  I  believe,  are  now  missing. 

From  the  same  reliable  source  I  ascertain  that  the  whole  force  attack- 
ing us  was  at  least  2,000,  as  follows :  South  Carolina  troops,  800  j  these 
had  left  Fairfax  Court-House  on  Sunday  and  gone  over  to  the  railway ; 
two  [hundred]  came  down  yesterday  through  Hunter's  Grove.  They 
sent,  anticipating  our  coming  to  Fairfax  Court  House,  for  2,000 additional 
infantry,  of  whom  only  from  600  to  1,000  arrived  before  the  attack. 
The  enemy  had  cavalry,  numbering,  it  is  believed,  not  less  than  200, 
and,  in  addition  to  these,  was  a  body  of  150  armed  picked  negroes, 
who  were  posted  nearest  us  in  a  grain  field  on  our  left  flank,  but  not 
observed  by  us,  as  they  lay  flat  in  the  grain  and  did  not  fire  a  gun.  The 
enemy  had  three  pieces  of  artillery,  concealed  by  the  curve  of  the  rail- 
way as  we  passed  out  of  the  cut,  and  more  pieces  of  ordnance— six,  our 
informant  believes — arrived  on  the  field,  but  not  in  time  for  action. 
The  three  pieces  thus  placed  were  tired  very  rapidly  j  must  have  been 
managed  by  skillful  artillerists ;  but  I  cannot  leani  who  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  enemy.  Our  men  picked  up  and  brought  away  several 
round  and  grape  shot,  besides  two  or  three  shells,  which  did  not  explode 
because  the  Borman  fuse  had  not  been  cut.  This  raking  fire  was  kept 
up  against  the  cars  and  upon  us  as  we  retired  through  the  woods  and 
along  each  side  of  the  railway.  Its  deadliest  effect  was  on  Company  G, 
on  the  third  platform  car  from  the  front,  and  on  Company  H,  on  the 
second  platform  car.  Company  E,  on  the  foremost  car,  was  not  touched. 
The  first  firing  raked  the  train  diagonally  with  round  shot ;  the  other, 
before  the  train  came  to  a  full  stop,  was  cross-firing  with  canister  and 
shells  through  the  hind  cars.  The  pieces  were  at  a  distance  of  about  150 
yards,  and  no  muskets  or  rifles  were  brought  into  action. 

The  rebels  must  have  believed  that  our  number  far  exceeded  the  littlo 
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force  of  271,  or  else  I  cannot  understand  why  they  made  no  pursuit  nor 
came  out,  as  we  conld  discover,  from  the  rise  of  ground  behind  which 
they  were  posted  with  their  overwhelming  numbers. 

The  enemy's  whole  force  left  Vienna  last  night  between  10  and  12 
o'clock;  supposed  to  have  gone  to  Fairfax  Court-House.  It  is  under- 
stood that  there  is  a  considerable  force  assembled  at  that  point,  but 
cannot  ascertain  how  many.  None  of  the  bridges  have  been  burned, 
nor  the  railway  interfered  with,  between  this  point  and  Vienna  since 
we  came  down  the  road. 

I  send  this,  as  we  remain  at  this  point  without  other  facilities  for 
correspondence  or  writing  except  to  communicate  by  tbo  Army  telegraph, 
and  I  tnist  you  will  accept  it  in  place  of  a  formal  written  report. 

I  am,  just  now  ordered  by  Brigadier-General  Tyler  to  move  forward 
with  my  brigade  in  the  direction  of  Falls  Church,  for  which  I  am  now 
getting  in  readiness.  I  have  already  spoken  of  the  skill  and  coolness 
with  which  Colonel  McCook  and  Major  Hughes,  with  other  officers, 
helped  to  couduct  our  retirement  to  this  place.  It  was  a  very  slow  and 
painful  march,  carrying  in  the  arras  of  the  men  and  in  blankets  and  on 
rude  litters  made  by  the  way  their  wounded  comrades.  But  I  must 
not  omit  to  mention  others. 

Adjt  J.  S.  Parrott,  my  aide,  Lieutenant  Raynor,  and  Surgeon  MeMal- 
leu  gave  effective  assistance.  The  company  officers  who  were  under 
tire  generally  behaved  with  coolness  and  gallantry.  Captain  Pease, 
of  Company  C,  especially  distinguished  himself  in  protecting  our  rear 
and  flanks,  and  I  warmly  recommend  him  to  favorable  consideration. 
The  non  commissioned  officers  and  men  generally  also  behaved  extremely 
well  on  the  march,  as  we  retired  along  the  road.  Captaiu  Crowe,  with 
Company  D,  which  was  among  those  1  had  left  as  pal  ml  guards  on  the 
railway  as  we  passed  up,  came  up  handsomely  at  double-quick  step  to 
our  support,  and  Lieut.  Col.  E.  A.  Parrott,  with  his  detachment  of  two 
companies,  which  had  been  thrown  out  to  Falls  Church  and  on  the 
roads  in  that  neighborhood,  hearing  of  the  attack  on  our  advance, 
hastened  by  a  cross  road  to  the  line  of  the  railroad  to  join  and  give  us 
any  support  required. 

1  have,  in  my  former  dispatch,  mentioned  the  disregard  of  my  instruc- 
tions and  cowardly  desertion  of  us  by  the  engineer  of  the  train.  His 
name,  I  understand,  is  Gregg.  One  of  the  brakemen,  Dormin,  joined 
us,  and  carried  a  musket  and  gave  good  help.  The  enemy,  I  learn, 
burned  that  part  of  the  train  which  was  abandoned  by  the  engineer. 

ROBT.  C.  SCHENCK, 

Brigadier- General 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Col.  Maxcy  Gregg,  First  South  Carolina  Infantry. 

Camp  near  Fairfax  Coubt-Housr, 

June  18, 1861—1.30  a.  m. 

Colonel:  In  pursuance  of  orders  received  at  1  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the 
16th  of  June,  I  proceeded  in  the  forenoon  of  that  day  to  make  a  recon- 
naissance across  the  country  towards  the  Potomac.  Marching  from  this 
place  with  my  regiment  (about  five  hundred  and  seventy-five  strong), 
after  leaving  a  large  camp  guard  and  Captain  Ball's  troop  of  horse,  num- 
bering about  seventy,  including  a  detachment  from  Captain  Wickham's 
troop,  I  met  at  the  Frying-pan  Church  Captain  Terry's  troop  of  horse. 
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about  seventy  strong  (including  a  detachment  of  Captain  Langhorne's 
company),  and  two  guns  of  Captain  Kemper's  battery,  commanded  by 
him  in  person,  and  with  thirty-four  men.  With  this  force  I  went  on  to 
Dranesville,  learning  on  the  way  that  Borne  four  hundred  of  the  enemy 
came  up  the  Alexandria  and  Leesburg  turnpike  the  same  day,  about  1 
o'clock  p.  m.,  to  within  a  mile  or  two  of  Hunter's  Mill,  and  then  returned. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  17th  I  rode  with  a  troop  of  horse  to  the 
heights  on  this  side  of  the  Potomac,  opposite  to  Seneca  Creek,  and  went 
in  person  to  the  bank  of  the  river  to  reconnoiter.  I  could  see  but  few 
troops  of  the  enemy,  and  no  boats  prepared  for  crossing  the  river.  We 
marched  down  afterwards,  under  the  guidance  of  Capt.  John  Powell,  a 
high-spirited  and  highly  intelligent  and  most  zealous  friend  of  our  cause, 
to  Hunter's  Mill,  where,  if  the  enemy  had  been  engaged  in  repairing  the 
railroad  bridge,  a  plan  of  attack  devised  by  Captain  Powell  would  have 
offered  the  best  chances  of  success.  We  found,  however,  no  sign  of  the 
enemy,  and  only  some  railroad  cars  still  smoking,  which  had  been  de- 
stroyed by  our  friends  in  the  neighborhood. 

We  then  marched  to  Vienna,  and  drew  up  our  forces  in  readiness  to 
receive  the  enemy  if  they  should  repeat  the  visit  made  for  the  last  two 
days.  Nothing  being  seen  of  them,  however,  and  the  water-tank  having 
been  demolished  to  Increase  the  obstacle  already  caused  by  the  removal 
of  the  lead-pipe  for  conveying  water,  I  put  the  command  in  march  for 
Fairfax  Court- House. 

Toward  6  o'clock  p.  m.,  just  as  we  were  moving  off,  a  distant  railroad 
whistle  was  heard.  I  marched  the  troops  back,  placing  the  two  6-pounder 
guns  on  the  hill  commanding  the  bend  of  the  railroad,  immediately  sup- 
ported by  Company  B,  First  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  Lieutenant 
Mcintosh.  The  rest  of  the  regiment,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hamil- 
ton, was  formed  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  to  the  right  of  the  guns.  The 
cavalry  were  drawn  up  still  farther  to  the  right. 

The  train  of  cars  came  round  the  curve  of  the  railroad  into  sight  at 
the  distance  perhaps  of  four  hundred  yards.  Captain  Kemper  and 
Lieutenant  Stuart  opened  a  rapid  and  well-aimed  fire  with  the  two 
guns,  which  would  have  been  very  destructive  if  the  troops  had  not 
made  a  most  rapid  movement  from  the  cars  into  the  woods.  Supposing 
that  they  might  form  and  advance,  I  sent  Companies  A,  Captain  Miller, 
and  £,  Captain  Gadberry.  to  deploy  as  skirmishers  against  them. 
Afterwards,  finding  that  they  were  flying,  I  sent  Captain  Terry  with 
liis  troop,  guided  by  Mr.  G.  W.  Hunter,  a  zealous  friend  of  the  cause, 
in  pursuit.  From  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  however,  the  nature  of  the 
ground,  and  the  start  which  the  enemy  had,  they  could  not  be  overtaken. 
Six  of  toe  enemy  were  found  dead  and  one  desperately  wounded.  Blood 
was  also  found  in  the  bushes  through  which  they  had  fled,  but  the  dark- 
ness prevented  any  serious  search.  One  passenger  car  and  five  platform 
cars  were  taken  and  burned.  It  seems  from  information  which  we  gath- 
ered that  five  or  six  more  cars  belonging  to  the  same  train,  and  perhaps 
a  number  of  cars  in  a  second  train,  escaped  by  a  precipitate  retreat 

The  wounded  prisoner  represented  the  number  of  the  enemy's  force 
as  eight  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  said  that  it  was  the  FifthJFirstl 
Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteers,  commanded  by  Colonel  McCook.  Various 
arms,  acconterments,  and  tools  were  taken,  and  one  officer's  sword 
without  a  scabbard. 

My  orders  requiring  me  to  avoid  any  unnecessary  engagement,  and 
not  to  remain  absent  from  my  camp  more  than  one  night,  I  marched 
back  to  this  place,  where  1  arrived  about  1  o'clock  this  morning.  I 
9  s  e — VOL  II 
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have'  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  all  our  troops. 
Captain  Kemper's  command  showed  great  ardor,  combined  with  dis- 
cipline. Captain  Kemper's  and  Lieutenant  Stuart's  skill  in  the  man- 
agement of  guns  left  nothing  to  desire.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hamilton 
led  the  First  Regiment  with  his  usual  gallantry  of  bearing,  duly  seconded 
by  Major  Smith,  Lieutenant  Beady  (acting  adjutant),  and  Captain 
McGowan,  regimental  quartermaster.  Dr.  Powell,  surgeon,  and  Dr. 
Bull,  assistant  surgeon,  had  little  to  do,  as  the  fire  of  musketry  with 
which  the  enemy  in  scrambling  out  of  the  cars  replied  to  our  canuonade 
was  straggling  and  ineffective.  Major  Kennedy,  commissary,  and  Cap- 
tain Tyler,  volunteer  on  my  staff,  were  prompt  to  carry  orders  and  to 
give  valuable  counsel.  The  companies  of  Captains  Miller  and  Gad- 
berry,  thongh  greatly  fatigued  with  two  days'  rough  march  in  hot  sun 
and  dust,  appeared  revived  at  once  when  thrown  forward  as  skirmishers 
against  the  enemy.  The  same  spirit  was  shown  by  all  the  other  com- 
panies of  the  regiment.  Lieutenant  Bragg,  of  Company  M,  proved 
himself  ready  and  skillful  in  deranging  the  railroad  track.  Captains 
Terry  and  Ball  and  the  cavalry  which  they  led  commanded  my  entire 
confidence  by  their  bearing,  and  only  needed  opportunity  for  more 
effective  action.  We  arrived  here  about  1  o'clock  this  morning. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 


MAXCY  GREGG, 
Colonel  First  Regiment  S.  C.  Vole.,  Comdg.  at  Fairfax  Oourt-House. 

Col.  W.  C.  Moragne, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Centrerillc. 


JUNE  19,  1881— Skirmish  at  New  Creek,  W.  Va. 


No.  1.— Brig.  Gen.  J. 
No.  2. —Col.  A.  P.  Hill,  Thirteenth  Virginia  Infantry 
No.  3,-Col.  John  C.  Vanghn,  Third 


No.  L 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  E.  Johnston's  letter  transmitting  reports. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Shenandoah, 

Winchester,  Va.,  June  20, 1861. 

General  :  1  respectfully  inclose  herewith  copies  of  reports  by  Cols. 
A.  P.  Hill  and  Vaughn.   The  latter  is  interesting  from  the  difference  it 
exhibits  between  the  spirit  of  our  troops  aud  those  of  the  United  States. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 
Brigadier- General,  C.  8.  Army. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Col.  A.  V.  Mill,  Thirteenth  Virginia  Infantry. 

Brigade  Headquarters, 

Camp  David,  Va.,  June  19,  1881. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  yesterday  I  directed 
Col.  J.  C.  Vaughn,  of  the  Third  Tennessee  Regiment,  to  take  two  corn- 
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panics  from  his  own  and  two  companies  from  tho  Thirteenth  Virginia 
Regiment,  aud  at  8  p.  m.  to  proceed  to  New  Creek  Depot,  eighteen  miles 
west  of  Cumberland,  on  the  line  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad, 
and  disperse  the  force  there  collected,  bring  away  the  two  pieces  of 
artillery,  and  burn  the  railroad  bridges.  The  directions,  1  am  happy 
to  assure  you,  were  carried  out  to  the  letter,  and  the  march  of  thirty - 
six  miles  accomplished  between  8  p.  in.  and  12  the  next  day.  Some 
250  of  the  Federal  troops,  after  a  slight  stand,  retired  in  disorder,  with 
a  loss  of  a  few  men.  The  bridge  was  then  burned  and  Colonel  Vaughn 
retired,  bringing  with  him  the  two  pieces  of  artillery  and  a  stand  of 
colors. 

To  Colonel  Vaughn  and  his  officers  and  men  I  am  much  indebted  for 
the  handsome  manner  in  which  my  orders  were  carried  out. 
Inclosed  you  will  find  the  report  of  Colonel  Vaughn. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  HILL, 
Colonel  Thivteetith  JReffitnenty  Commanding  Brigade. 

Col.  B.  K.  Smith, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Col,  John  0.  Vaughn,  Third  Tennessee  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Third  Tennessee  Regiment, 

Colonel  Hill's  Brigade,  C.  S.  Army, 

June  19, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  yesterday,  at  8  p.  m.,  in  pur- 
suance to  your  orders,  I  took  two  companies  of  the  Thirteenth  Virginia 
Volunteers,  C.S.  Army,  commanded  by  Captains  Crittenden  and  White; 
also  two  companies  of  Third  Tennessee  Volunteers,  C.  S.  Army,  com- 
manded by  Captains  Lillard  aud  Mathes,  and  advanced  eighteen  miles 
west  to  the  line  of  the  enemy,  upon  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad, 
and  found  them  posted  in  some  strength,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  on 
the  north  bank  of  the  Potomac,  at  the  twenty-first  bridge  on  said  road. 
The  enemy  had  no  pickets  posted. 

At  5  a.  m.,  after  reconnoitering,I  gave  the  order  to  charge  the  enemy, 
which  command,  I  beg  leave  to  say,  was  gallantly  executed  and  in  good 
order,  but  with  great  enthusiasm.  As  we  appeared  in  sight,  at  a  dis- 
tance of  400  yards,  the  enemy  broke  and  fled  in  all  directions,  firing  as 
they  ran  only  a  few  random  shots,  one  of  which,  however,  I  regret  to 
say,  entered  the  arm  of  Private  Smith,  of  Captain  Lillard's  company, 
which  was  in  advance,  wounding  him  slightly.  The  enemy  did  not  wait 
to  fire  their  artillery,  which  we  captured,  consisting  of  two  loaded  guns, 
both  of  which,  however,  were  spiked  by  the  enemy  before  they  fled. 

From  the  best  information,  their  number  was  between  200  and  300. 
I  do  not  know  the  loss  of  the  enemy,  but  several  were  seen  to  fall.  We 
did  not  take  any  prisoners,  owing  to  the  start  the  enemy  got  and  to  our 
having  left  in  the  rear  all  the  horses  belonging  to  my  command. 

I  then  ordered  the  twenty  first  railroad  bridge  to  be  fired,  which  was 
done,  and  in  a*  few  minutes  only  the  piers  remained.  In  further  pursu- 
ance of  your  order  I  then  retired,  bringing  with  me  the  two  guns. 

The  enemy's  flag,  which  I  forgot  to  mention,  was  captured,  and  other 
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I  cannot  close  this  report  without  bringing  to  your  notice  the  gallant 
con  due  t  of  both  officers  and  men,  who  were  each  at  their  post  and  burn- 
ing to  engage  the  enemy,  and  when  the  order  to  charge  was  given, 
rushed  forward  with  enthusiasm  and  waded  the  river  to  their  waists. 
I  arrived  here  this  evening,  the  spirits  of  my  command  in  nowise 


Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  0.  VAUGHN, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Third  Tennessee  Volunteers,  C.  8.  Army. 

Col.  A.  P.  Hill, 

Commanding  Brigade,  C.  8.  Army,  Romney,  Va. 


JUNE  24,  1861.— Aflkir  on  the  Rappahannock  River,  Va 

Statement  of  Mr,  Joseph  Christian,  forwarded  by  Brig.  Oen.  John  B. 

Magruder,  C.  8.  Army. 

Headquarters,  Yorktown,  Va.,  June  27, 1881. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  a  report,  made  to  Colonel  Crump,  of 
an  abortive  attempt  to  land  soldiers  from  an  armed  steamer  in  the  Rap- 
pahannock River,  where  the  enemy  was  driven  back  by  our  citizens. 
This  morning  at  sunrise  I  sent  a  force  of  fifteen  hundred  men  to  support 
the  cavalry  and  artillery  under  Major  Hood,  operating  near  and  on  the 
Poquosin,  to  meet  any  party  sent  from  the  enemy's  works  and  cut  it  off. 
I  shall  join  this  force  to  day.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Adams  will  hand  this  to 
the  colonel  commanding  the  Virginia  forces.  I  have  been  extremely 
indebted  to  this  good  and  patriotic  minister  of  the  Gospel  for  much 
assistance.  He  Has  lost  everything  in  the  cause,  and  I  would  like  to  see 
him  appointed  as  chaplain  to  one  of  the  regiments  in  this  department 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  MAGRUDER. 

Col.  George  Deas, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  C.  8.  Armu. 

[InokMaro.] 

Urbanna,  Va.,  June  2C,  1861. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  just  received  a  note,  by  special  messenger, 
from  C.  W.  Montague,  esq.,  requesting  me  to  furnish  to  you  an  accurate 
account  of  all  the  doings  of  the  enemy  on  the  Rappahannock,  on  Mon- 
day evening  last  I  have  taken  much  pains  to  gather,  from  persons  who 
have  visited  the  scene  of  action  and  conversed  with  those  who  were  en- 
gaged in  it,  the  following  particulars,  which  you  may  regard  as  reliable: 

About  4  p.  in.  on  Monday,  the  24th,  a  war  steamer  (the  Star  of  New  York, 
of  one  thousand  tons  burden  [the  Monticello]),  came  to  opposite  the  house 
of  Mr.  James  W.  Gresham,  of  Lancaster,  situated  immediately  on  tho 
river,  about  twelve  miles  below  Urbanna,  on  the  Lancaster  side.  She 
dispatched  to  the  shore  three  barges,  one  a  very  large  one,  with  a  swivel 
iu  the  bow,  and  two  smaller  ones,  all  filled  with  armed  troops.  Tho 
large  barge  grounded  on  the  flats.  The  other  two  came  ashore  with  a 
number  of  armed  men,  variously  estimated  at  between  thirty  and  sixty. 
After  reaching  the  shore  some  six  or  eight  proceeded  up  to  Mr.  Gresham's 
house.   One  of  the  party  accosted  Mr.  Gresham,  and  introduced 
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of  the  party.  Tbe  first  named,  it  seems,  was  the  pilot,  who  was  a  cap- 
tain of  a  wood  vessel,  and  acquainted  with  Grcsuain.  lie  inquired  if 
he  had  any  chickens  or  lambs  for  sale.  Mr.  Gresham  replied  that  "  He 
had  a  plenty,  but  not  a  d — d  one  for  that  party."  He  then  took  the 
pilot  aside  and  told  him  they  had  better  be  getting  away,  as  there  were 
troops  in  the  neighborhood,  and  that  he  did  not  wish  his  premises  to  be 
the  scene  of  a  battle,  as  his  mother  was  very  ill  in  the  house.  While 
tuey  were  talking  a  small  company  of  Lancaster  troops,  about  thirty  in 
number,  were  seen  coming  down  the  road  in- double-quick  time.  The 
alarm  was  given,  and  the  enemy  fled  precipitately  to  their  boats,  our 
men  firing  into  them  as  they  shoved  off.  In  their  flight  they  left  one  of 
the  bargesj  the  men,  in  great  confusion,  crowded  into  the  other,  and 
others  wading  out  to  the  large  barge  on  the  flats.  In  their  flight  they 
left,  besides  tin*  barge,  two  breech  loading  rifles,  a  revolver,  and  several 
swords,  with  coats,  hats,  and  shoes,  thrown  away  in  their  hasty  retreat. 
It  is  confidently  asserted  that  four  of  the  enemy  were  killed  in  the  boat 
Nobody  hurt  on  our  side.  As  soon  as  our  men  fired  on  the  enemy  the 
ship  opened  her  guns  on  Mr.  Gresham's  house.  She  fired  fifty-three  shot 
and  shell,  seventeen  of  which  took  effect,  damaging  the  house  to  the 
amount  of  at  least  $1,000.  As  in  all  of  our  engagements,  the  preserva- 
tion of  life  was  most  remarkable.  One  of  tbe  balls  struck  the  bed  on 
which  Mrs.  Gresham  was  lying  ill.  She  was  then  removed  to  an  out- 
house, and  a  bomb-shell  came  in  and  exploded  in  the  room  without  injury 
to  any  one. 

I  have  given  you,  in  a  very  hurried  manner,  these  particulars,  which 
I  gather  from  most  reliable  sources  of  information.  You  will  unite  with 
us  in  contemptuous  indignation  at  the  cowardly  conduct  of  these  das- 
tardly scoundrels,  who,  refusing  to  meet  half  their  number  face  to  face, 
at  a  safe  distance,  in  their  ship,  destroy  the  property  of  our  citizens. 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  visit  your  camp  soon  and  renew  the  acquaintance 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  having  with  you  last  winter. 
Hastily  and  truly,  yours, 

JOS.  CHRISTIAN. 
Col.  Charles  A.  Crump,  Gloucester  Point,  Va. 


JUNE  25,  1881— Descent  on  Mathias  Point,  Va. 

Report  of  Brig.  Qcn.  T.  H.  Holmes,  C.  8.  Army. 

Headquarters,  Brooke's  Station,  Va.,  June  27, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  a  small  party  of  the  enemy  landed  at  Ma- 
thias Point  on  the  25th  and  burned  the  house  of  Dr.  Howe.  The  land- 
ing was  effected  under  the  guns  of  the  enemy,  and  doubtless  was  with  a 
view  to  discover  whether  we  were  erecting  a  battery  there.  If  it  be  the 
wish  of  the  commanding  general  that  a  battery  should  be  erected  to 
prevent  the  free  navigation  of  the  river.  I  respectfully  recommend  that 
the  neighborhood  of  Evansport  should  be  preferred  to  Mathias  Point 
There  is  very  little  difference  in  the  distance  of  the  channel  from  the 
shore,  and  large  guns  will  command  either.  From  Evansport  there  is  a 
good  road  to  Fredericksburg,  which  would  turn  this  position,  and  a  good 
road  to  Manassas,  turning  that  position  j  whereas  from  Mathias  Point 
it  would  require  a  long  land  travel  to  any  vulnerable  point.  If  you  can 
send  me  two  32-pouuders  (rilled),  or  two  8-inch  cohuubiads,  I  believe  1 
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could  stop  the  navigation  Of  the  river,  if  the  general  commanding  thinks 
it  a  matter  of  sufficient  importance  to  justify  the  expense.   I  could  use 
the  ritied  G  pounders  that  I  now  have  in  Walker's  battery  to  annoy  the 
enemy's  commerce;  but  we  have  not  the  ammunition  to  spare. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully, 

T.  H.  HOLMES, 
Col.  George  Deas,  ig    '  at,  a 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  0.  8.  Army. 


JUNE  26,  1861.— Skinmshes  at  Frankfort  and  on  Patterton't  Creek,  W.  Va. 

Reports  of  Col  Lew.  Wallace,  Eleventh  Indiana  Infantry. 

Grafton,  Va.,  June  28, 1801. 

The  following  dispatch  from  Colonel  Wallace  is  so  gratifying,  that  I 
send  it  to  you  entire : 

Cumberland,  June  27. 

General  McClkllaN:  I  bavo  been  accustomed  to  sending  my  mounted  pickets 
thirteen  men  in  all)  to  different  posts  along  the  several  approaches  to  Cumberland, 
'lading  it  next  to  impossible  to  get  reliable  information  of  the  enemy  yesterday,  I 
united  the  thirteen,  and  directed  them,  if  possible,  to  get  to  Frankfort,  a  town  mid- 
way between  this  place  and  Romnoy,  and  see  if  there  were  rebel  troops  there.  They 
wcut  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  place,  and  found  it  full  of  cavalry.  Returning, 
they  overtook  forty-ono  horsemen,  and  at  once  charged  them,  routing  and  driving 
them  back  more  than  a  mile,  killing  eight  of  them,  and  securing  seventeen  horses. 
Corporal  Hayes,  in  command  of  my  men,  was  desperately  wounded  with  saber  cuts 
ami  bullets.  Taking  him  back,  they  halted  about  an  hour,  and  were  then  attacked 
by  the  enemy,  who  were  re-enforced  to  about  seventy-five  men.  The  attack  was  so 
sudden  that  they  abandoned  the  horses,  and  crossed  to  a  small  island  at  the  mouth  of 
Patterson's  Creek.  The  charge  of  the  rebels  was  bold  and  confident,  vet  twenty-three 
fell  under  the  fire  of  my  picket  closo  about  and  on  the  island.  My  fellows  were  finally 
driven  off,  scattering,  each  man  for  himself,  and  they  are  all  in  campnow ;  one, 
Corporal  Hayes,  of  Company  A,  wounded,  but  recovering ;  one,  John  C.  Hollinbeck, 
of  Company  B,  dead.   The  last  was  taken  prisoner  and  brutally  murdered. 

Three  companies  went  to  the  ground  this  morning,  and  recovered  everything  be- 
longing to  my  picket  except  a  few  of  the  horses.  The  enemy  were  engaged  all  night 
long  in  boxing  up  their  dead.  Two  of  their  officers  were  killed.  They  hud  out 
twenty-threo  on  the  porch  of  a  neighboring  farm  house.  I  will  bury  my  poor  fellow 
to-morrow. 

I  have  positive  information,  gained  to-day,  that  there  are  four  regiments  of  rebels 
in  and  about  Romney,  under  a  Colonel  McDonald.  What  their  particular  object  is  I 
cannot  learn.  The  two  Pennsylvania  regiments  are  in  encampment  at  the  State 
line,  about  nine  miles  from  here,  waiting  further  orders.  They  have  not  yet  reported 
to  me.   They  hesitate  about  invading  Maryland. 

The  report  of  the  skirmish  sounds  like  fiction,  but  it  is  not  exaggerated.  The  fight 
was  really  one  of  the  most  desperate  on  record,  and  abounds  with  instances  of  won- 
derful daring  and  coolness.  USW.  WALLACE, 

Colonel  Eleventh  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteer*. 

GEO.  B.  MoCLBLLAN, 

Major- General. 

Lient.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott. 


Headquarters  Eleventh  Regiment,  Indiana, 

Camp  McGinnis,  June  27,  18G1. 

Sir:  Yesterday  a  mounted  picket  of  mine  of  thirteen  men,  on  the 
road  to  Frankfort,  attacked  a  company  of  rebels,  forty -one  in  number, 
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chased  them  a  couple  of  miles,  killed  eight  of  them,  and  captured  seven- 
teen horses.  Returning  from  the  skirmish,  they  were  in  turn  attacked 
by  the  enemy,  re-enforced  to  seventy-live  men,  and  driven  to  a  kind  of 
island  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  month  of  Patterson's  Creek,  where 
they  made  a  stand  and  fonght  till  dusk,  killing  and  wounding  a  large 
number,  when  they  escaped  with  the  loss  of  one  man,  John  Hollinbeck, 
Company  B,  killed,  and  Corporal  David  Hayes,  Company  A,  wounded. 
The  bodies  of  twenty-three  rebels  were  laid  out  on  the  porch  of  a  farm 
house  near  the  scene  of  the  last  engagement.  Eight  dead  bodies 
(rebels)  were  left  on  the  railroad  track,  where  the  first  encounter  took 
place.  Hayes  is  doing  well.  His  hurts  are  a  saber  cut  on  the  head  and 
two  bullet  wounds  on  the  body. 

I  would  simply  say  of  this  skirmish,  that  it  was  one  of  the  boldest, 
most  desperate,  and  fortunate  on  record,  abounding  with  instances  on 
the  part  of  my  scouts  of  rarest  coolness,  skill,  and  courage.  What 
makes  it  most  singular  is  that,  for  a  considerable  portion  of  the  time,  it 
was  a  hand-to-hand  fight,  carried  on  with  pistol,  saber,  bayonet,  and 
fist.  One  man,  Louis  Farley,  killed  six  rebels ;  another  (Grover)  killed 
threej  David  Hayes,  the  wounded  corporal,  killed  two,  and  received 
all  his  wounds  while  in  hot  pursuit  at  the  very  tails  of  the  rebels' 
horses.  Among  the  dead  of  the  enemy  are  a  Captain  Blue  and  two 
lieutenants. 

Hollinbeck,  the  only  man  of  mine  killed,  was  severely  wounded,  then 
taken  prisoner,  and  then  brutally  murdered  by  his  captors. 

All  my  men  bear  marks  of  the  contest;  some  in  bruises  and  cuts, 
others  in  bullet-holes  through  their  clothes  and  equipments. 
Very  respectfully, 

LEW.  WALLACE, 
Colonel  Eleventh  Reaiment  Indiana. 

Maj.  Gen.  Patterson. 


JUHE  27,  1861.— Attack  on  Mathias  Point,  Va. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1.— Brig.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes,  C.  8.  Army. 
No.  2. — Col.  Daniel  Ruggles,  C.  8.  Army. 
No.  3.— Maj.  Ro.  M.  Mayo,  C.  8.  Army. 

No.  L 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  T.  II.  Holmes,  C.  8.  Army. 

Headquarters,  Brooke's  Station,  Va.,  June  28, 1861. 

General  :  Herewith  you  will  please  find  the  report  of  Colonel  Bug- 
gies of  an  affair  at  Mathias  Point.  There  are  now  there  fifteen  compa- 
nies of  volunteers,  and  1  have  ordered  a  section  of  Walker's  battery  to 
re-enforce  them.  This  force  I  think  sufficient  to  prevent  a  landing  for 
the  purpose  of  holding  the  point.  If  it  be  your  design  to  erect  a  battery 
there  to  command  the  river,  I  think  instructions  to  that  effect  should  be 
given  immediately,  and  another  regiment  ordered  to  report  to  me  for  its 
defense  after  construction. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  HOLMES, 

General  K.  B.  Lee,  Commanding. 
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No.  2. 

Report  of  Col  Daniel  Buggies,  (7.  8.  Army. 

Headquarters,  Camp  Ruggles,  Va., 

June  27, 1861—9.30  p.  m. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  general  com- 
manding, that,  in  conformity  to  his  orders,  received  last  evening  at  7 
o'clock,  I  ordered  Major  Mayo,  with  his  battalion,  composed  as  indicated, 
to  proceed  without  delay  to  Brooke's  Station,  for  which  ample  prepara- 
tion has  been  made,  to  commence  the  movement  to-morrow  morning. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  state  that,  at  an  early  hour  this  morning,  a 
steamer,  supposed  to  be  the  Freeborn,  and  two  tugs,  having  in  tow  a 
large  open  boat  or  raft,  with  several  small  boats,  suitable  for  landing 
men,  took  position  nearly  in  front  of  this  camp,  and  was  represented  to 
have  effected  that  purpose.  The  employment  of  the  principal  part  of 
the  command  for  some  hours  was  thus  rendered  necessary  to  ascertain 
the  fact,  with  a  view  of  repelling  the  enemy,  which  fortunately  proved 
groundless.  At  about  1  p.  m.  our  pickets  reported  that  the  enemy, 
whose  steamers  had  returned  to  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Mathias 
Point,  had  already  effected  a  landing  of  a  strong  detachment  of  men  at 
the  point,  from  which  the  pickets  were  mainly  driven  by  the  raking  fire 
of  shell  and  shot  from  the  enemy's  steamers.  The  condition  of  things 
rendered  vigorous  measures  on  our  part  indispensable,  and  which  has 
resulted,  I  am  happy  to  inform  you,  in  complete  success.  The  enemy, 
who  had  landed,  as  before  reported,  with  a  detachment  of  at  least  fifty 
men,  was  driven,  after  a  short  conflict,  on  board  of  his  steamers,  in  a 
state  of  undoubted  discomfiture,  and  immediately  withdrew  from  our 
shores.  Night  having  closed  in  about  the  time  this  success  was  ob- 
tained, full  particulars  as  to  any  loss  of  the  enemy  have  not  yet  been 
obtained.  I  shall  embrace  an  early  moment  to  forward  detailed  reports 
of  subordinate  commanders. 

I  deem  it  of  the  utmost  importance  for  your  information  that  we  dis- 
covered, immediately  after  the  enemy  was  driven  off,  the  foundation  of 
a  regular  sand-bag  battery,  in  the  erection  of  which  considerable  prog- 
ress had  been  made  during  the  brief  period  the  enemy  had  occupied  the 
position,  which  would  have  completely  commanded  Mathias  Point,  where 
it  has  been  in  contemplation  that  a  permanent  battery  may  be  estab- 
lished, commanding  the  Potomac  River  channel  In  addition  to  the 
sand  bags,  we  captured  a  considerable  number  of  axes  and  spades,  a 
very  large  coil  of  heavy  rope  (evidently  to  draw  heavy  guns  on  shore), 
left  by  tie  enemy  in  his  precipitate  flight  I  have  been  thus  particular 
in  stating  the  arduous  service  in  which  this  entire  command  has  been 
engaged  to-day,  and  from  which  we  have  this  moment  returned,  at  9.30 
p.  m..  to  apprise  you  as  to  how  completely  paralyzed  we  are  for  the  want 
of  a  battery  of  heavy  guns  to  command  the  channel  and  one  field  bat- 
tery of  effective  rifled  guns  to  enable  us  to  drive  the  enemy's  steamers 
from  almost  every  portion  of  the  extended  range  of  coast  constantly 
threatened  by  them.  During  the  entire  period  of  our  operations  this 
afternoon  one  or  more  of  the  enemy's  steamers  has  thrown  shot  and 
shell  in  rapid  succession,  sweeping  almost  the  whole  space  in  which  the 
successive  positions  of  our  troops  were  taken,  and  at  times  greatly  en- 
dangering them.  Under  the  circumstances,  I  am  constrained  to  request 
that  you  will  send  me  Captain  Walker's  light  battery  of  rifled  guns,  or, 
in  the  event  that  it  cannot  be  spared,  Captain  Braxton's  field  battery, 
for  a  brief  period  of  service,  which  I  consider  of  vital  importance  to  the 
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interests  of  the  State.  I  am  also  constrained  to  delay  the  movement  of 
Major  Mayo'8  command,  owing  to  the  very  critical  condition  of  affairs 
in  this  district,  rendering  it  necessary  to  employ  strong  pickets  to-night, 
aud  to  commence  the  erection  of  breastworks  at  Mathias  Point  and  near 
Grimes'  house  without  a  moment's  delay,  and  for  which  purpose  detach* 
mente  are  now  moving  to  the  ground,  until  I  may  be  enabled  to  receive 
fnrther  orders  of  the  general  m  the  case.  •  I  have  reason  to  apprehend 
that  the  enemy  may  return,  strongly  re-enforced,  before  morning. 

I  have  the  gratification  of  being  able  to  bear  testimony  as  to  the  ex- 
cellent tone  which  has  been  exhibited  by  this  command  to-day  and  the 
zeal  with  which  officers  and  men  have  participated  in  the  stirring  ecenes 
through  which  we  have  passed. 

In  conclusion,  I  feel  constrained  to  express  the  opinion,  in  which  all 
the  field  officers  concur,  that  without  artillery  this  command  cannot  hold 
this  important  position,  and  prevent  the  enemy  from  effecting  a  sub- 
stantial lodgment,  and  strike  an  irretrievable  blow  against  the  interest 
and  material  defenses  of  the  State. 

1  have  to  request  that  this  communication  may  bo  forwarded  to  the 
War  Department  of  the  Confederate  Government  as  my  report  of  the 
events  of  the  day. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  no  casualties  have  occurred  to  our  forces. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  RUGGLES, 
Colonel,  Provisional  Army. 

Lieut  H.  H.  Walker, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral, 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Fredericksburg,  Brooke's  Station,  Va. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Maj.  Bo.  M.  Mayo,  C.  8.  Forces. 

Mathias  Point,  Va.,  June  28, 1861. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  of  communicating  to  you  the  action  of  my 
command  yesterday.  About  3  o'clock  I  received  a  communication  from 
Colonel  Brockenbrough  that  the  enemy  were  landing  at  the  Point,  and 
that  he  wished  my  co  operation.  The  distance  from  my  camp  to  the 
Point  is  about  three  miles.  I  immediately  put  my  command,  consisting 
of  one  cavalry  and  three  infantry  companies,  in  motion.  On  arriving 
near  the  Point  I  found  Colonel  Clay  brook  with  several  companies  in  re- 
serve. Being  confident  that*  I  was  better  acquainted  with  the  topogra- 
phy of  this  Point  than  almost  any  officer  in  this  district,  I  determined, 
without  waiting  further  orders,  to  take  my  command  through  the  woods 
in  an  entirely  different  direction  from  that  followed  by  Colonel  Brock- 
enbrough and  yourself.  Having  heard  from  Colonel  Brockenbrough  \s 
pickets  that  they  thought  the  enemy  were  erecting  a  battery  in  the 
pines  on  the  end  of  the  Point,  I  took  ten  men  from  Captain  Gouldin's 
company,  and,  halting  the  rest  of  my  forces,  went  into  the  bushes  with 
them  to  ascertain  the  correctness  of  the  report.  Having  progressed 
some  distance  into  the  pines,  and  on  the  immediate  brink  of  the  river, 
where  we  could  see  a  steamer  and  a  sail  vessel  about  three  or  four  hun- 
dred yards  from  the  shore,  I  found  that  my  skirmishing  party  was  too 
small  to  examine  properly  the  ravines  and  bushes,  and,  returning  to  my 
command,  deployed  Captain  Gouldin's  company  and  Lee's  Legion  (under 
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command  of  Lieutenant  Beale,  Captain  Garnett  being  sick  and  absent)  dis- 
mounted as  skirmishers,  leaving  the  rest  of  my  command  in  reserve.  We 
swept  entirely  through  the  bushes  on  the  Point,  and  did  not  get  in  view  of 
the  enemy  until  we  reached  a  marsh  that  separated  us  from  them,  and  was 
entirely  commanded  by  the  steamer  and  the  vessel.  On  arriving  in  this 
position  we  discovered  the  enemy  getting  into  their  boats  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred  yards  distant,  and  we  immediately 
commenced  a  fire  both  upon  the  boats  and  the  steamer.  The  boats  re- 
turned our  fire  two  or  three  times,  and  then  all  of  their  men,  except 
two  or  three  who  had  fallen  overboard,  lay  down  in  their  boats,  and  it 
was  some  time  before  they  could  get  their  oarsmen  to  pull  the  boats 
from  the  shore. 

We  feel  confident,  from  the  number  of  men  who  never  rose  from  the 
bottom  of  the  boats  and  the  blood  upon  the  shore,  that  there  were  eight 
or  ten  killed  and  several  more  wounded. 

After  we  had  fired  five  or  six  rounds  the  steamer  opened  fire  upon  us 
with  shot  aud  shell,  but  by  making  my  men  lie  down  nobody  was  hurt. 
After  firing  several  times  the  steamer  went  high  up  the  river  in  order 
to  meet  their  boats,  which  could  not  come  to  them,  as  they  would  have 
to  approach  nearer  to  our  skirmishers.  Having  accomplished  my  pur- 
}>ose  I  would  not  allow  my  men  to  cross  the  marsh,  as  it  would  have 
exposed  them  to  a  raking  fire  from  the  steamer,  bwt  returned  in  the 
same  direction  we  had  come. 

I  have  never  realized  until  yesterday  how  absolutely  necessary  artil- 
lery is  at  this  point.  With  a  single  smooth-bored  12  pounder  I  could 
have  sunk  the  steamer  and  vessel  without  exposing  my  men  more  than 
they  were.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  my  men  acted  very  gallantly 
throughout  the  action. 

Very  respectfully  submitted. 

RO.  M.  MAYO, 

Major,  Commanding. 

Col.  1).  RUGOLES. 


JULY  1,  1861.— Arrest  of  the  Police  Commissioners  of  Baltimore,  Md. 

REPORTS,  ETC. 

No.  1. — Ordor  from  General  Scott  for  tbe  arrest  of  the  Commissioners. 

No.  2.— Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Nathaniel  P.  Banks,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  3.— Instructions  to  Col.  John  R.  Kenly,  First  Maryland  Infantry. 

No.  4. — Report  of  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners. 

No.  5. — Memorial  of  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners. 

No.  6. — Memorial  of  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore. 

No.  7.— Resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  reply  of  the  President. 

No.  L 

Order  from  General  Scott  for  the  arrest  of  tlie  Commissioners. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  June  24,  1861. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Snethen,  of  Baltimore,  a  gentleman  of  standing,  will  deliver 
to  you  this  communication.  He  has  just  given  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  myself  many  important  facts  touching  the  subject  of  [the]  Union 
in  that  city.   It  is  confirmed  by  him  that,  among  the  citizens,  the  seces- 
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eionists,  if  not  the  most  numerous,  are  by  far  * 
than  the  supporters  of  the  Federal  Government. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  I  need  not  add  my 
own,  that  the  blow  should  be  early  struck,  to  carry  consternation  into 
the  ranks  of  our  numerous  enemies  about  you.  Accordingly,  it  seems 
desirable  that  you  should  take  measures  quietly  to  seize  at  once  and 
securely  hold  the  four  members  of  the  Baltimore  police  board,  viz: 
Charles  Howard,  Wm.  H.  Gatchell,  J.  W.  Davis,  and  0.  I).  H  inks,  esqrs., 
together  with  the  chief  of  the  police,  G.  P.  Kane.  It  is  further  suggested 
that  you  appoint  a  provost-marshal  to  superintend  and  cause  to  be  ex- 
ecuted the  police  law  provided  by  the  legislature  of  Maryland  for  Balti- 


V  our  discretion  and  firmness  are  equally  relied  upon  for  the  due 
execution  of  the  foregoing  views. 

I  remain,  sir,  with  great  respect,  yours,  truly, 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

Maj.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks,  U.  8.  A. 


No.  2. 

Baltimore,  July  1, 1861. 

The  board  of  police  was  arrested  this  morning  at  4  o'clock.  Troops 
have  been  stationed  at  the  principal  squares  of  the  city.  All  is  per- 
fectly  quiet.  We  greatly  need  cavalry  for  patrol  duty. 

N.  P.  BANKS. 

Lieutenant-General  Soott. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Annapolis, 

Fort  McHenry,  July  1,  1861. 

In  pursuance  of  orders  of  the  24th  ultimo,  received  from 
your  department,  I  arrested,  and  now  detain  in  custody  of  the  United 
States,  Mr.  George  P.  Kane,  chief  of  police  of  the  city  of  Baltimore. 
Mr.  Kane  was  arrested  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  ultimo.  The  strong 
position  he  held  as  the  head  of  a  large  body  of  armed  men,  posted  in 
different  parts  of  the  city,  who  might  be  summoned  together  without 
loss  of  time,  and  the  necessity  of  succeeding  in  the  arrest,  if  attempted, 
made  it  impracticable,  in  my  judgment,  in  view  of  all  facts,  to  under- 
take at  the  same  time  the  execution  of  other  parts  of  this  order. 

The  arrest  of  the  chief  of  police,  and  the  suspension  of  the  powers 
of  the  board  of  police,  were  announced  to  the  people  of  Baltimore  in  a 
proclamation,  dated  the  27th  June,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed 
[A].  Upon  the  arrest  of  the  chief  of  police,  Col.  John  B.  Kenly?  of  the 
First  Maryland  Regiment,  was  appointed  provost-marshal  within  and 
for  the  city  of  Baltimore,  who  entered  at  once  upon  his  duties.  Subse- 
quent to  a  recognition  and  protest  against  the  suspension  of  their 
functions  by  the  board  of  police,  they  declared,  in  resolutions  formally 
adopted  and  published,  that  the  police  law  itself  had  been  suspended, 
and  the  officers  and  men  discharged  from  duty  for  the  present,  nolding 
them  at  the  same  time  to  be  subject  to  their  orders,  both  now  and 
hereafter.  Colonel  Kenly  was  obliged  immediately  to  organize  a  force 
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of  four  hundred  men  to  serve  as  police  officers,  in  order  that  the  city 
should  not  be  entirely  divested  of  all  police  protection,  which,  with  the 
aid  of  many  loyal  citizens,  was  effected,  and  the  men  sworn  to  the  jast 
performance  of  their  duty,  in  the  course  of  a  fewt  hours. 

The  city  has  remained  in  perfect  order  and  quiet  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  new  police.  The  headquarters  of  the  police,  when  vacated 
by  the  officers  appointed  by  the  board,  resembled  a  concealed  arsenal. 
Large  quantities  of  arms  and  ammunition  were  found  secreted  in  such 
places  and  with  such  skill  as  to  forbid  the  thought  of  their  being  held 
for  just  or  lawful  purposes.  An  inventory  of  the  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion will  be  forwarded.  Colonel  Kenly  has  performed  his  duties  as 
provost- marshal  in  the  most  prompt,  faithful,  and  discreet  manner. 

This  morning  at  4  o'clock  the  members  of  the  board  of  police  were 
arrested  by  my  order,  and,  together  with  the  chief  of  police,  are  now 
securely  held  in  custody  by  Major  Morris,  commanding  officer  at  Fort 
McHenry,  in  behalf  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  The 
persons  arrested  are  Messrs.  Charles  Howard,  president  of  the  board ; 
William  H.  Gatchell,  Charles  D.  H inks,  and  John  W.  Davis,  being  all  its 
members,  except  the  mayor  of  the  city,  who  is  connected  ex  officio  with 
this  department. 

In  view  of  possible  occurrences,  and  the  better  to  meet  contingent 
action  of  disloyal  persons,  rumors  of  which  have  reached  me  from 
quarters  entitled  to  respect,  I  have  placed  a  large  part  of  the  force 
under  my  command  within  the  city,  and  in  possession  of  the  principal 
public  squares.   No  building  of  importance  will  be  occupied,  and  no 


obstruction  to  the  business  of  the  city  will  occur,  unless  it  be  upon  the 
strongest  public  necessity.  The  troops  will  be  withdrawn  from  the 
city  as  soon  as  the  question  of  the  conflicting  forces  of  police  can  be 
arranged.  This  I  believe  will  be  done  at  once.  The  arrests  of  this 
morning  and  the  reasons  for  the  occupation  of  the  city  have  been  an- 
nounced by  proclamation,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed  [B]. 

I  have  the  gratification  to  inform  you  that  all  the  arrests  have  been 
made  without  disturbance,  and  that  the  city  is  now  and  has  been  since 
the  arrest  of  the  chief  of  police  more  quiet  and  orderly  than  for  any  time 
for  many  months  previous. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

NATH.  P.  BANKS, 

Lieutenant-General  Scott, 

Commander  in -Chief  of  tlie  Army. 

A.) 


PROCLAMATION. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Annapolis, 

June  27, 1861. 

To  the  People  of  the  City  of  Baltimore: 

By  virtue  of  authority  vested  in  me,  and  in  obedience  to  orders,  as 
commanding  general  of  the  Military  Department  of  Annapolis.  I  have 
arrested  and  do  now  detain  in  custody  Mr.  George  P.  Kane,  chief  of 
police  of  the  city  of  Baltimore.  I  deem  it  proper  at  this  the  moment  of 
arrest  to  make  formal  and  public  declaration  of  the  motive  by  which  I 
have  been  governed  in  this  proceeding.  It  is  not  my  purpose,  neither 
is  it  in  consonance  with  my  instructions,  to  interfere  in  any  manner 
whatever  with  the  legitimate  government  of  the  people  of  Baltimore  or 
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Maryland.  I  desire  to  support  the  public  authorities  in  all  appropriate 
duties,  in  preserving  peace,  protecting  property  and  the  rights  of  per- 
sons, in  obeying  and  upholding  every  municipal  regulation  and  public 
statute  consistent  with  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States 
and  of  Maryland.  But  unlawful  combinations  of  men,  organized  for 
resistance  to  such  laws,  that  provide  hidden  deposits  of  arms  and  am- 
munition, encourage  contraband  traffic  with  men  at  war  with  Hie  Gov- 
ernment, and,  while  enjoying  its  protection  and  privileges,  stealthily 
wait  opportunity  to  combine  their  means  and  forces  with  those  in  rebel- 
lion against  its  authority,  are  not  among  the  recognized  or  legal  rights  of 
any  class  of  men,  and  cannot  be  permitted  under  any  form  of  govern- 
ment whatever.  Such  combinations  are  well  known  to  exist  in  this 
department.  The  mass  of  citizens  of  Baltimore  and  of  Maryland,  loyal 
to  the  Constitution  and  the  Union,  are  neither  parties  to  nor  responsible 
for  them.  The  chief  of  police,  however,  is  not  only  believed  to  be  cogni- 
zant of  these  facts,  but,  in  contravention  of  his  duty  and  in  violation  of 
law,  he  is  by  direction  and  indirection  both  witness  and  protector  to  the 
transactions  and  the  parties  engage*  I  therein.  Under  such  circumstances 
the  Government  cannot  regard  him  otherwise  than  as  the  head  of  an 
armed  force  hostile  to  its  authority  and  acting  in  concert  with  its  avowed 
enemies.  For  this  reason,  superseding  his  official  authority  and  that  of 
commissioner  of  police,  I  have  arrested  and  do  now  detain  him  in  custody 
of  the  United  States :  and  in  further  pursuance  of  my  instructions  I  have 
appointed  for  the  time  being  Colonel  Kenly,  of  the  First  Regiment  of 
Maryland  Volunteers,  provost-marshal  in  and  for  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
to  superintend  and  cause  to  be  executed  the  police  laws  provided  by  the 
legislature  of  Maryland,  with  the  aid  and  assistance  of  the  subordinate 
officers  of  the  police  department,  and  he  will  be  respected  accordingly. 

Whenever  a  loyal  citizen  shall  be  otherwise  named  for  the  perform- 
ance of  this  duty,  who  will  execute  these  laws  impartially  and  in  good 
faith  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  the  military  force  of  this 
department  will  render  to  him  that  instant  and  willing  obedience  which 
is  due  from  every  good  citizen  to  his  government 

NATH.  P.  BANKS, 
Major- General,  Commanding  Department  of  Annapolis. 

Nnnl] 

proclamation. 

Headquarters  Department  op  Annapolis, 

Fort  McHenry,  July  1, 1861. 

To  the  People  of  the  City  of  Baltimore : 

In  pursuance  of  orders  issued  from  the  headquarters  of  the  Army  at 
Washington,  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  peace  in  this  department, 
I  have  arrested  and  do  now  detain  in  custody  of  the  United  States  the 
members  of  the  late  board  of  police,  Messrs.  Charles  Howard,  William 
H.  Gatchell,  Charles  D.  Hinks,  and  John  W.  Davis,  the  incidents  of  the 
late  week  furnishing  full  justification  for  this  order.  The  police  head- 
quarters, under  eharge  of  the  board,  when  abandoned  by  their  officers, 
resembled  in  some  respects  a  concealed  arsenal.  After  public  recogni- 
tion and  protest  against  the  "  suspension  of  their  functions,"  they  con- 
tinue in  daily  secret  session.  Upon  a  forced  and  unwarrantable  con- 
struction of  my  proclamation  of  the  27th  ultimo,  they  declared  the  police 
law  itself  suspended,  and  the  officers  and  men  off  duty  for  the  present, 
intending  to  leave  the  city  without  any  police  protection  whatever.  They 
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refused  to  recognize  the  force  necessarily  appointed  for  its  protection, 
and  hold  subject  to  their  orders  now  and  hereafter  the  old  police,  a  large 
body  of  armed  men,  for  some  purpose  unknown  to  the  Government,  and 
inconsistent  with  its  security.  To  anticipate  their  intentions  and  orders, 
I  have  temporarily  placed  a  portion  of  my  command  within  the  city.  I 
disclaim  for  the  Government  I  represent  all  desire,  intention,  and  pur- 
pose to  interfere  in  any  of  the  ordinary  municipal  affairs  of  Baltimore. 
Whenever  a  loyal  citizen  can  be  nominated  to  the  office  of  marshal  who 
will  execute  the  police  laws  impartially  aud  in  good  faith  to  the  United 
States,  the  military  force  will  be  withdrawn  at  once  from  the  central 
parts  of  the  municipality.  No  soldier  will  be  permitted  in  the  city  ex- 
cept under  regulations  satisfactory  to  the  marshal,  or  by  order  of  the 
general  in  command,  and  whenever  the  municipal  laws  and  regulations 
shall  be  by  them  violated,  they  shall  be  punished  according  to  the  mu- 
nicipal laws  and  upon  the  judgment  of  the  civil  tribunals. 

NATH.  P.  BANKS, 
General^  ^^^wi  ^w^r 

Memorandum  of  ordnance,  <fec.,  captured  by  the  provost-marshal  at  the  time 
of  arresting  the  Police  Commissioners  of  Baltimore,  July  1, 1861. 

Six  6-pounder  iron  cannon ;  two  4-pounder  iron  cannon ;  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two  muskets,  rifles,  and  pistols,  and  a  large  quantity  of 
ammunition,  &c. 


No.  3. 

Instructions  to  Col.  John  R.  Kcnly,  First  Maryland  Infantry.. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Annapolis, 

June  27,  18C1. 

Sir  :  My  attention  has  been  called  to  a  resolution  purporting  to  have 
been  this  day  passed  by  the  late  board  of  police  commissioners,  express- 
ing the  opinion  that  "  the  suspension  of  their  functions  suspended  at 
the  same  time  the  operations  of  the  police  law,  and  puts  the  officers  and 
men  off  duty  for  the  prescnt,, 

You  will  take  special  notice,  sir,  that  by  my  proclamation  of  this  day 
neither  the  law,  nor  the  officers  appointed  to  execute  the  laws,  are 
affected  in  any  manner  whatever,  except  as  it  operates  upon  the  mem- 
bers of  the  board  of  commissioners  and  chief  of  police,  whose  functions 
were  and  are  suspended.  Every  part  of  the  police  law  is  to  be  enforced 
by  you?  except  that  which  refers  to  the  authority  of  the  commissioners 
and  chief  of  police;  and  every  officer  and  man,  with  the  exception  of 
those  persons  above  named,  will  be  continued  in  service  by  you,  and  in 
the  positions  they  now  occupy,  and  with  the  advantages  they  now  re- 
ceive, unless  one  or  more  shall  refuse  to  discharge  their  duties. 

If  any  police  officer  declines  to  perform  his  duty,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
anarchy  which  it  was  the  purpose  of  the  commissioners  to  briug  upon 
the  city  by  incorrectly  stating  that  it  had  been  by  my  act  deprived  of 
its  police  protection,  you  will  select,  in  conference  with  such  of  the  pub- 
lic authorities  as  will  aid  you,  good  men  and  true  to  fill  their  places  and 
discharge  their  duties. 

You  will  also  take  especial  notice  that  no  opinion,  resolution,  or  other 
act  of  *he  late  board  of  commissioners  can  operate  to  limit  the  effective 
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force  of  the  police  law,  or  to  discharge  any  officer  engaged  in  its  execu- 
tion. If  any  provision  of  the  law  fails  to  be  executed,  it  will  be  from  the 
choice  of  the  city ;  and  if  any  officer,  except  such  as  are  herein  named, 
leave  the  service,  it  will  be  upon  his  own  decision. 

You  will  cause  these  views  to  be  made  known  as  the  rule  of  your 
conduct 

I  repeat  my  declaration  and  my  purpose:  No  intervention  with  the 
laws  or  government  of  the  city  whatever  is  intended,  except  to  prevent 
secret,  violent,  and  treasonable  combinations  of  disloyal  men  against 
the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  sir,  truly,  yours,  &c., 


NATH.  P.  BANKS. 


Colonel  Kbnly,  Provost-Marshal. 


llnclosure.] 

MEETING  OP  THE  POLICE  BOARD. 


Matters  being  thus  arranged,  the  board  of  police  commissioners  went 
into  secret  session.   The  result  of  their  deliberation  was  embodied  in 


the  following  preamble  and  resolutions : 

Whereas  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Maryland  rive  the  whole  and  exclusive  control  of 
the  police  force  of  the  city  to  the  hoard  of  police,  organized  and  appointed  hy  the  gen- 
eral assembly,  and  not  only  are  said  board  bound  to  exercise  the  powers  in  and  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  imposed  upon  them,  but  all  other  persous  are  positively  prohibited, 
under  heavy  penalties,  from  interfering  with  them  in  so  doing ;  and 

Whereas  there  is  no  power  given  to  the  board  to  transfer  the  control  of  anyportion 
of  the  police  force  to  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever  other  than  the  ofnoers  of 
police  appointed  by  them,  in  pursuance  of  the  express  provisions  of  tho  law,  and 
under  their  orders ;  and 

Whereas,  by  order  of  Major-General  Banks,  an  officer  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  command- 
ing in  this  city,  the  marshal  of  police  has  been  arrested,  the  board  of  police  super- 
seded, and  an  officer  of  the  Army  has  been  appointed  provoet-marshal,  and  directed 
to  assume  the  command  and  control  of  the  police  force  of  this  city :  Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  board  do  solemnly  protest  against  the  orders  and  proceedings 
above  referred  to  of  Major-General  Banks  as  an  arbitrary  exercise  of  military  power, 
not  warranted  by  any  provision  of  the  Constitution  or  laws  of  the  United  States  or 
of  the  State  of  Maryland,  but  in  derogation  of  all  of  them. 

Bceolvcd,  That  whilst  the  board,  yielding  to  the  force  of  circumstances,  will  do  noth- 
ing to  increase  tho  present  excitement  or  obstruct  the  execution  of  such  measures  as 
Major-Qeneral  Banks  may  deem  proper  to  take  on  his  own  responsibility  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  peace  of  the  city  and  of  public  order,  they  cannot  consistently  with 
their  views  of  official  dnty  and  of  obligation  to  their  oaths  of  office  recognize  the  right 
of  any  of  tho  officers  and  men  of  the  police  force  as  such  to  receivo  orders  or  direc- 
tions from  any  other  authority  than  from  this  board. 

Betolrtd,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  tho  board,  the  forcible  suspension  of  their  functions 
suspends  at  tho  same  time  the  active  operation  of  the  police  law,  and  puts  tho  officers 
and  men  off  duty  for  tho  present;  leaving  them  subject,  however,  to  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  service  as  to  their  personal  couduct  and  deportment,  and  to  the 
orders  which  this  board  may  see  fit  hereafter  to  issuo  when  the  present  illegal  sus- 
pension of  their  functions  shall  bo  removed. 

[Signed  by  all  the  board.] 

In  conformity  with  these  resolves,  the  board  summoned  the  different 
police  captains,  and  informed  them  that  they  had  concluded  to  disband 
the  police  force,  and  through  the  captains  the  men  were  informed  of  this 
intention.  They  accordingly  vacated  the  station-houses,  and  divested 
themselves  of  the  insignia  of  office. 
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No.  4. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners. 

FORT  McHenry,  July  29,  1861. 
To  the  honorable  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland : 

The  undersigned,  commission  ere  of  police  of  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
have  the  honor  respectfully  to  report :  That  from  the  date  of  their  re- 
port made  to  your  honorable  body  iu  May  last  they  continued  faithfully 
to  discharge  the  duties  imposed  on  them  by  the  laws  of  the  State  until 
Thursday  morning,  the  27th  of  June.  At  an  early  hour  on  that  day 
Col.  George  P.  Kane,  the  marshal  of.  police,  was  arrested  at  his  resi- 
dence by  a  body  of  military,  acting  under  the  orders  of  Major-General 
Banks,  iu  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  was  taken  to  Fort 
McHenry,  where  he  is  still  confined.  A  few  hours  afterwards  the  board 
were  called  upon  by  Colonel  Kenly,  who  read  to  them  an  order  of  Gen- 
eral Banks,  appointing  him  provost-marshal,  and  a  proclamation  by  the 
same  officer,  announcing  to  the  citizens  of  Baltimore  that  the  marshal 
of  police  had  been  arrested  and  that  the  official  authority  of  the  board 
of  police  was  "superseded." 

The  commissioners  of  police,  having  maturely  considered  their  duties 
and  obligations  under  the  law  by  which  they  held  their  appointments, 
could  not  avoid  the  conclusion  that  such  action  on  the  part  of  an  offi- 
cer of  the  General  Government,  who,  in  point  of  fact,  held  at  the  time 
military  possession  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  at  once  suspended  the 
active  operation  of  the  police  law?  and  put  for  the  time  off  duty  all  the 
officers  and  men  who  could  not,  without  directly  violating  both  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  law,  recognize  the  authority  or  be  subject  to  the  con- 
trol of  any  other  head  than  the  board  of  police. 

Accordingly  the  board  uuanimously  adopted  a  resolution  to  that  effect 

On  the  following  Monday  morning,  the  1st  of  July,  about  the  hour 
of  3  o'clock,  all  the  members  of  the  board,  with  the  exception  of  the 
mayor,  were  arrested  in  like  manner  by  order  of  General  Banks,  at 
their  respective  residences,  and  taken  to  Fort  McHenry.  One  of  them, 
Mr.  C.  D.  Hinks,  was,  after  a  few  days*  confinement,  allowed  to  return 
to  his  own  house  on  parole,  upon  the  representations  of  his  physicians 
that  owing  to  his  state  of  ill  health  his  life  would  be  seriously  endan- 
gered by  a  continuance  of  his  imprisonment.  The  other  commissioners, 
Messrs.  Howard,  Gatchell,  and  Davis,  constituting  a  majority  of  the 
whole  board,  have  ever  since  been  confined  in  Fort  McHenry ;  but  they 
have  this  morning  been  officially  notified  that  they  are  to  be  removed 
on  the  steamer  Adelaide  to  some  other  place  at  G  o'clock  this  evening. 

The  undersigned,  Charles  Howard,  William  H.  Gatchell,  and  John 
W.  Davis,  further  respectfully  report  that,  being  deprived  of  their 
liberty  without  legal  process,  and  the  courts  of  justice,  as  well  of  the 
United  States  as  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  Wing  prevented  by  the 
military  power  of  the  former  from  affording  them  any  relief,  they  ad- 
dressed to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  a  memorial  asking  that 
any  charges  made  against  them  might  be  speedily  investigated,  and 
that  the  grievances  of  which  they  complain  might  lie  properly  redressed. 

To  that  memorial  were  appended  copies  of  the  two  proclamations 
issued  by  General  Banks  in  reference  to  the  board  of  police,  and  of  the 
preamble  and  resolutions  adopted  by  the  board  in  reference  to  the  first 
of  said  proclamations. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  ask  leave  to  submit  herewith,  as  a  part 
of  this  report,  copies  of  the  above-mentioned  memorial  to  Congress 
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[No.  5],  and  to  refer  to  the  same  and  to  the  documents  appended  thereto 
for  more  full  information  in  reference  to  their  proceedings  and  to  the 
views  by  which  they  have  been  governed. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

CHARLES  HOWARD. 

\VM.  H.  GATCHELL. 

JOHN  W.  DAVIS. 

GEO.  WM.  BROWN. 


No.  5. 

Memorial  of  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners. 

To  the  Iwnorable  tltc  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States : 

The  memorial  of  Chas.  Howard,  Wm.  H.  Gatchell,  and  Jno.  W.  Davis, 
citizens  of  Baltimore,  in  the  State  ot  Maryland,  respectfully  represents: 

That  between  2  and  3  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  July  instant, 
they  were  severally  aroused  from  sleep  at  their  respective  dwellings  by 
large  bodies  of  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  quartered  in 
or  about  this  city,  and  were  removed  by  force  and  against  their  will  from 
their  homes  and  families  to  Fort  McHeury,  where  they  have  ever  since 
been  confined  as  prisoners,  and  now  are. 

Your  memorialists  at  the  time  received  no  information  as  to  the  cause 
of  their  arrest  than  that  the  same  was  made  by  order  of  Major  General 
Banks,  commanding  this  military  department,  nor  have  they  since  been 
informed  of  any  charges  whatever  against  them  further  than  those  con- 
tained in  a  proclamation  of  General  Banks  issued  later  in  the  same  day, 
a  copy  of  which,  taken  from  one  of  the  newspapers  of  the  city,  they  ap- 
pend hereto.* 

By  reference  to  the  said  proclamation  your  honorable  bodies  will  per- 
ceive that  the  arrest  of  your  memorialists  is  alleged  to  have  been  made 
"  in  pursuance  of  orders  issued  from  the  headquarters  of  the  Army  at 
Washington,  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  peace  in  this  department," 
and  is  attempted  to  be  justified  by  the  refusal  of  your  memorialists,  as 
members  of  the  board  of  police  of  Baltimore,  to  acquiesce  in  the  legality 
and  effect  of  a  previous  proclamation  of  General  Banks  declaring  their 
official  authority  superseded.  The  proclamation  in  question  goes  on  to 
charge  that  your  memorialists,  after  such  attempted  suspension  of  their 
functions,  had  continued  to  hold  sessions  daily ;  "  that  upon  a  forced 
and  unwarrantable  construction  ■  of  the  previous  proclamation  referred 
to  they  had  declared  the  police  law  to  be  suspended,  and  their  police 
force  to  be  off  of  duty,  "  intending  to  leave  the  city  without  any  police 
protection  whatever";  and  that  they  had  moreover  lefused  to  recognize 
as  policemen  certain  persons  selected  by  a  provost  marshal,  under  Gen- 
eral Banks,  to  act  in  that  capacity.  There  is  a  further  allegation  that 
the  u  headquarters  under  the  charge  of  the  board,  when  abandoned  by 
the  oificers,  resembled  in  some  respects  a  concealed  arsenal." 

Your  memorialists  respectfully  represent  that  together  with  their 
colleague,  Charles  D.  Hinks,  esq.,  who  was  arrested  with  them  (but  has 
since  been  discharged  upon  his  parole  because  of  ill  health),  and  the 

"•See  p.  141. 

10  E  R — TOL  II 


Digitized  by  Google 


146 


OPERATIONS  IN  MD.,  PA.,  VA  ,  AND  W.  VA.       [Chap.  IX 


mayor  of  the  city,  who  has  not  been  arrested,  they  constitute  the  board 
of  police,  a  quasi  corporation  created  by  the  legislature  of  Maryland, 
and  having  exclusive  police  jurisdiction  in  the  city  of  Baltimore.  The 
nature  and  extent  of  their  functions  and  duties  will  be  made  known  to 
your  honorable  bodies  by  an  examination  of  the  code  of  Public  Local 
Laws  of  the  State  of  Maryland  (art.  iv,  sees.  806  to  822,  and  sees.  199  to 
228  inclusive).   It  will  there  be  seen  that  their  powers  are  of  the  am- 

Slest  character,  aud  that  they  not  only  have  control  of  the  whole  police 
epartment  of  the  State  within  the  city  limits,  but  are  likewise  charged 
with  the  appointment  of  all  judges  of  election,  and  the  conduct  of  all 
elections,  whether  Federal,  State,  or  municipal,  to  be  held  in  the  city: 
so  that  every  such  election  is,  by  special  enactment,  declared  invalid 
and  of  no  effect  unless  held  by  the  board  and  under  its  control  and 
supervision. 

It  will  further  appear  by  the  explicit  terms  of  the  law  that  no  police 
force  can  lawfully  exist  in  Baltimore  unless  appointed  and  governed  by 
the  police  board,  and  that  neither  officers  nor  men.  when  appointed,  have 
auy  official  authority  or  jurisdiction  independently  of  or  apart  from  the 
board ;  but  that  all  of  them  are  merely  employed,  in  pursuance  of  the 
express  provisions  of  the  law,  "  to  enable  the  board  to  discharge  the 
duties  imposed  upon  them."  By  section  819  of  the  article  of  the  code 
already  referred  to,  heavy  pecuniary  penalties  are  imposed  upon  any 
person  who  shall  forcibly  resist  or  obstruct  the  execution  or  enforcement 
of  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  law,  in  the  premises,  or  disburse  any 
money  in  violation  thereof;  and  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  board  to  en- 
force such  penalties  by  civil  action,  leaving  the  parties  who  may  have 
violated  the  law  still  subject  to  indictment  for  any  criminal  offense  com- 
mitted by  them  in  the  course  of  such  violation. 

Your  memorialists,  with  their  colleague,  Mr.  Hinks,  were  duly  ap- 
pointed by  the  legislature  of  Maryland,  at  its  January  session,  I860,  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  police  system  of  which  they  have  thus 
indicated  the  leading  features,  and  they  duly  took  the  oath  to  do  so. 
which  is  prescribed  by  the  law.  The  term  of  office  of  Messrs.  Howard  and 
Davis  does  not  expire  until  the  10th  of  March,  1862,  and  that  [of]  Messrs. 
Gatchell  and  Hinks  extends  for  still  two  years  longer.  None  of  them 
are  subject  to  removal  except  by  the  legislature  of  Maryland,  from  which 
they  derive  their  authority  and  functions.  All  the  provisions  of  the 
police  law  were  fully  tested  by  legal  proceedings  instituted  in  the  supe- 
rior court  of  Baltimore  City  shortly  after  its  enactment,  and  carried  on 
appeal  to  the  court  of  last  resort  in  the  State.  The  result  was  an  un- 
qualified recognition  by  all  the  judges  of  the  conformity  of  the  law  in 
all  particulars  with  the  constitution  of  Maryland  and  that  of  the  United 
States. 

Such  being  the  official  tenure  and  lawful  and  constitutional  powers 
aud  duties  of  your  memorialists,  they  were  astonished,  on  the  27th  of 
June  last,  to  be  visited,  without  previous  notice,  by  Colonel  Kenly,  of 
the  Maryland  Volunteers,  then  encamped  near  Baltimore,  and  to  be  in- 
formed by  that  officer  that  he  was  instructed  by  Major-General  Banks 
to  read  them  a  proclamation  declaring  their  official  authority  superseded, 
and  appointing  Colonel  Kenly  provost-marshal  to  administer  the  police 
law  of  the  State  in  their  stead.  Of  that  proclamation  a  copy  is  appended 
to  this  memorial,*  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  although  various  causes 
are  alleged  for  the  arrest  of  Col.  George  P.  Kane,  marshal  of  police,  and 
for  superseding  his  official  authority  likewise,  no  ground  of  complaint 
whatever  is  pretended  to  exist  against  the  board  of  police,  and  no  excuse 

•  Seo  p.  140. 
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is  vouchsafed  for  the  overthrow  of  the  constitutional  authority  of  the 
State  of  Maryland  vested  in  your  memorialists,  and,  of  course,  incapable 
Of  being  constitutionally  or  lawfully  divested  by  any  Federal  authority, 
civil  or  military. 

The  city  of  Baltimore  being  entirely  commanded  by  large  bodies  of 
Federal  troops  stationed  around  it,  and  it  being  wholly  impossible  for 
your  memorialists  to  offer  any  effective  resistance  to  the  illegal  proceed- 
ings of  General  Banks,  they  had  no  alternative  but  to  submit  to  force, 
and  to  vindicate,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  authority  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  and  their  own  personal  and  official  rights  and  self-respect, 
by  protesting  against  such  proceeding  as  an  arbitrary  and  unconstitu- 
tional exercise  of  military  power.  They  accordingly  adopted  the  pre- 
amble and  resolutions  likewise  hereto  appended.*  It  is  in  this  act,  and 
in  their  continuing  their  sessions  under  and  in  pursuance,  that  General 
Banks,  in  his  proclamation  issued  on  the  day  of  their  arrest,  professes 
to  find  justification  for  his  unwarrantable  and  unlawful  violation  of  their 
1  tersonal  liberty.  It  is  no  part  of  the  intention  of  your  memorialists  to 
enter  into  any  discussion  of  the  allegations  of  that  proclamation  further 
than  to  say  that  it  is  wholly  untrue,  as  therein  alleged,  that  they  con- 
tinned  to  hold  the  police  force  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  subject  to  their  orders,  for  any  purpose  inconsistent  with  the 
peace  or  security  of  the  Government.  They  declared  the  active  opera- 
tion of  the  police  law  to  be  suspended  for  the  obvious  and  unanswerable 
reason  that  the  forcible  suspension  of  the  functions  of  the  board  which 
alone  had  authority  to  administer  the  law  necessarily  paralyzed  the 
law  also.  They  declared  the  police  force  appointed  by  them  to  be  still 
an  existent  body,  because  the  law  creating  the  force  forbids  the  dis- 
missal of  the  men,  except  for  cause,  and  then  by  the  board  of  police 
alone,  after  trial  had.  They  declared  it  to  be  still  subject  to  their  orders, 
for  60  long  as  the  force  exists  it  cannot  be  subject  under  the  law  to  any 
other.  They  refused,  as  a  matter  of  obvious  duty,  to  recognize  as  po- 
licemen the  parties  named  by  Colonel  Kenly  to  act  as  such,  for  they 
assumed  it,  as  they  still  consider  it  to  be  beyond  dispute,  that  Colonel 
Kenly  could  have  no  lawful  right  to  appoint  policemen,  under  the  laws 
of  Maryland,  whatever  his  authority  may  have  been  as  a  military  officer 
[which  they  do  not  propose  to  consider)  to  appoint  military  subordinates 
in  the  stead  of  policemen  outside  of  those  laws  or  in  derogation  of  them. 

The  attempt  by  Colonel  Kenly  to  enforce  such  police  appointments, 
and  all  efforts  of  his  nominees  to  act  thereunder  were  moreover  punish- 
able offenses  under  the  police  law,  the  penalties  of  which  it  was  the 
sworn  duty  of  your  memorialists  to  enforce,  and  in  the  violation  of 
which  it  was  impossible  they  could  acquiesce.  But  your  memorialists 
distinctly  and  emphatically  deny  that  they  bad  any  other  purpose  in 
their  official  protest  and  action  than  to  fulfill  their  manifest  and  sworn 
obligations,  and  to  maintain  the  dignity  and  assert  the  authority  of  the 
laws  of  Maryland  which  were  intrusted  to  their  hands  for  execution,  but 
which  they  were  precluded  by  force  from  executing.  They  solemnly 
declare  that  if  they  had  been  permitted  to  continue  in  the  exercise  of 
their  functions,  after  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  the  marshal  of 
police  on  the  27th  of  June,  they  would  have  continued  to  discharge  their 
duties?  as  they  had  discharged  them  theretofore,  in  all  respects  faith- 
fully, impartially,  and  that  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  in  obedience  to 
the  laws  and  the  constitution,  and  they  asseverate,  and  will  maintain, 
that  the  imputation  of  any  other  intention  or  purpose  on  their  part  is 
wholly  destitute  of  foundation  in  fact.   The  statement  in  regard  to  the 
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"concealed  arsenal at  the  marshal's  office,  they  do  not  deem  it  neces- 
sary to  allude  to,  further  than  to  say  that  it  is  perfectly  notorious,  and 
has  been  fully  shown  by  the  message  of  the  mayor  to  the  city  council  of 
Baltimore,*  that  the  arms  in  question  were  the  lawful  property  of  the 
city;  that  they  were  insignificant  in  quantity,  constituting  but  little 
more  than  the  customary  armament  of  the  force  for  its  public  duties, 
and  were  lawfully  concealed  to  prevent  unlawful  seizure.  Tour  memo- 
rialists therefore  respectfully  represent  that  the  grounds  set  up  by  Gen- 
eral Banks,  in  his  proclamation,  give  to  their  arrest  and  imprisonment 
no  color  of  justification  or  necessity. 

And  as  to  the  proclamation  of  General  Banks  issued  on  the  27th  of 
Juue,  announcing  the  arrest  of  the  marshal  of  police,  and  declaring  his 
official  authority  to  have  been  superseded,  these  memorialists  respect- 
fully say  that  the  charges  agaiust  that  officer  contained  therein  are 
equally  without  foundation,  so  far  as  they  believe  or  have  any  reason  to 
suspect.  They  have  personal  knowledge  of  the  fact,  which  is  equally 
well  known  to  all  impartial  citizens  of  Baltimore,  that  the  official  duties 
of  Colonel  Kane  have  been  discharged  throughout  with  singular  ability, 
integrity,  and  courage,  and  never  more  conspicuously,  or  in  better  faith, 
or  at  more  imminent  risk  of  his  own  life,  tban  in  the  protection  of  the 
troops  of  the  Federal  Government  on  the  19th  of  April.  Of  the  police 
force  placed  under  his  command  by  these  memorialists,  and  selected 
wholly  without  reference  to  their  political  opinions  (as  the  law  and  the 
official  oath  of  your  memorialists  require),  your  memorialists  can  say  with- 
out exaggeration  that  they  do  not  believe  a  body  of  men  can  be  found 
anywhere  more  entirely  devoted  to  the  conscientious  discharge  of  official 
duty,  or  less  justly  liable  to  the  accusation  of  entering  into  unlawful 
combinations  themselves,  or  encouraging  such  combinations  in  others. 
Down  to  the  moment  of  the  suspension  of  the  active  duties  of  the  force 
by  General  Banks,  these  memorialists  have  pride  in  asserting  that  no 
community  over  acknowledged  more  universally  than  the  citizens  of 
Baltimore,  and  none  ever  had  better  reason  to  acknowledge,  the  success- 
ful operation  of  a  police  system,  in  securing  the  strictest  enforcement  of 
the  laws,  the  amplest  protection  of  private  rights,  and  the  most  rigid 
maiutenancc  of  public  order. 

Your  memorialists  further  say  that  with  every  opportunity  afforded 
by  their  official  position,  and  every  energy  stimulated  by  their  sense  of 
duty  to  ascertain  the  existence  of  all  unlawful  combinations  or  associa- 
tions within  their  jurisdiction,  they  have  no  reason  whatever  to  suspect 
that  any  such  combinations  did,  in  fact,  exist,  as  alleged  by  General 
Banks  in  his  proclamation  of  Juno  27,  and  they  confidently  assert  their 
conviction  that  his  allegation  to  the  contrary  was  founded  upon  false 
information,  commuuicated  to  him  by  designing  persons,  and  cannot  be 
sustained  or  countenanced  by  credible  evidence  of  any  sort  But  even 
if  your  memorialists  were  and  are  altogether  mistaken  in  these  particu- 
lars ;  if  the  marshal  of  police  had  been  faithless  to  his  obligations,  as 
charged,  and  had  been  willing  or  able  to  seduce  the  men  under  his  com- 
mand from  theirs  also,  it  was  still  ouly  necessary  for  General  Banks  to 
furnish  the  board  of  police  with  the  slightest  evidence  to  that  effect,  and 
your  memorialists  would  have  given  to  his  suggestions  the  most  prompt 
and  respectful  consideration.  They  would  have  suspended  or  removed 
the  marshal,  if  such  action  had  been  proper,  and  would  have  placed  be- 
yond question  their  own  disposition  and  ability  to  discharge  the  whole 
of  their  duty  in  the  premises.  If  General  Banks,  even  without  advising 
them,  had  seen  fit  to  arrest  the  marshal  of  police,  upon  any  charge 

•See  pp.  lWaO. 
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which  might  have  been  deemed  sufficient  to  justify  such  a  step,  your 
memorialists  would  have  taken  care  to  govern  the  police  force  efficiently 
and  properly  during  his  confinement.  The  legality  of  such  arrest  would 
have  been  a  question  for  Colonel  Kane,  and  not  your  memorialists,  to 
consider ;  but  either  of  the  courses  suggested  would  have  fulfilled  the 
purposes,  and  have  met  the  exigency  announced  in  the  proclamation. 
General  Banks,  acting  doubtless  in  conformity  with  his  orders,  adopted 
neither  the  one  course  nor  the  other,  but  assuming  jurisdiction  not  only 
over  the  person  of  an  alleged  offender,  but  over  his  official  functions, 
likewise  saw  fit  not  only  to  arrest  and  imprison  him,  but  to  dismiss  him 
from  his  place  as  a  public  officer  of  this  State  (which  only  your  memo- 
rialists could  lawfully  do),  and  to  supersede  the  lawful  authority  of  your 
memorialists  besides.  Knowing  that  such  a  proceeding  could  not  by 
possibility  be  justified  by  anything  in  the  laws  or  constitution  of  Mary- 
land or  the  United  States,  your  memorialists  were  compelled  by  every 
consideration  of  sworn  duty  to  treat  the  same  as  an  arbitrary  act  of 
force  and  usurpation,  no  matter  by  whose  orders  it  might  have  been 
committed,  or  under  what  pretexts  it  was  sought  to  be  excused.  No 
construction  which  it  was  possible  for  them  to  give  to  the  proclamation 
of  the  27th  of  June  could  have  brought  them  to  any  other  conclusion 
than  that  it  was  their  bonnden  duty  to  enter  their  protest  against  it 

They  therefore  deny  that  the  construction  which  they  adopted  was 
cither  "  forced  "  or  "  unwarrantable,"  as  charged  in  the  proclamation  of 
July  1 ;  and  they  emphatically  protest  against  the  truth  of  the  further 
allegation  contained  in  the  latter  document  to  the  effect  that  their 
official  course  upon  the  occasion  was  dictated  by  a  purpose  to  "  leave 
the  city  without  any  police  protection  whatever.*  If,  indeed,  they  had 
entertained  such  a  purpose,  they  respectfully  suggest  that  it  was  not  a 
matter  with  which  any  officer  of  the  Federal  Government  had  any  right- 
ful concern,  howmnchsoever  it  would  have  furnished  their  fellow-citi- 
zens with  just  cause  of  complaint.  But  they  entertained  no  such  pur- 
pose. On  the  contrary,  they  aver  and  are  prepared  to  show  that  when 
General  Banks,  by  his  proclamation  of  June  27,  interrupted  the  exercise 
of  their  lawful  authority,  the  city  was  thoroughly  protected,  in  all  par- 
ticulars, by  your  memorialists  and  the  force  under  their  command ;  that 
its  tranquillity  was  perfect;  its  peace  neither  disturbed  nor  threatened : 
the  rights  of  person  and  property  of  all  men  were  inviolate:  the  civil 
authorities  of  the  State  and  city  were  in  the  beneficial  ana  effective 
exercise  of  all  their  functions,  and  the  laws  were  supreme,  except  in  so 
far  as  interfered  with  by  the  military  power.  If,  therefore,  the  city  was 
left  without  protection  on  the  27th  of  June,  it  was  the  fault  and  upon 
the  responsibility  not  of  your  memorialists  but  altogether  of  that  de- 

Cnent  of  the  General  Government  by  which  the  constituted  author- 
of  the  State  were  superseded  and  the  protective  provisions  of  its 
laws  deprived  of  their  vitality. 

If  General  Banks  himself  were  unlawfully  superseded  by  force,  he 
surely  would  not  regard  it  as  just  in  his  captors  to  accuse  him  of  leav- 
ing his  department  without  protection,  because  he  refused,  as  a  man  of 
courage  and  honor,  to  acquiesce  in  their  violent  snspension  and  assump- 
tion of  his  functions. 

Your  memorialists  claim  to  be  judged,  officially  and  personally,  by  no 
lower  standard  of  dignity,  responsibility,  or  honor.  As  public  officers 
and  meifof  ordinary  integrity,  it  must  be.  obvious  to  your  honorable 
bodies  that  they  could  not  lend  themselves  in  any  way  to  what  they 
know  to  be  a  palpable  violation  of  the  law  they  had  sworn  to  support 
They  could  not  transfer  or  acquiesce  in  the  transfer  to  General  Banks 
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or  Colonel  Kenly  of  an  authority  which  the  law  commanded  them  to 
exercise  exclusively  themselves.  They  could  not  authorize  their  police 
force  to  serve  under  any  command  or  control  but  their  own  in  the  face 
of  the  express  provisions  of  the  law  to  the  contrary.  They  could  not 
expose  their  officers  and  men  to  civil  and  criminal  responsibility  by 
leaving  them  on  duty  under  unlawful  orders  which  could  afford  them  no 
protection  before  the  tribunals  of  justice.  Your  memorialists  had  no 
choice  therefore  but  to  protest  as  they  did ;  to  declare  their  force  off 
duty,  and  to  leave  the  military  authority  to  deal,  on  its  own  responsi- 
bility, with  the  exigency  it  had  seen  fit  to  create. 

In  entering  thus  at  large  into  a  discussion  of  the  grounds  set  up  by 
General  Banks  in  justification  of  their  arrest,  your  memorialists  have 
been  governed  altogether  by  a  desire  to  vindicate  their  personal  and 
official  character  and  conduct  from  unfounded  and  disparaging  imputa- 
tions, and  to  demonstrate  the  gratuitous  character  of  the  injustice  against 
which  they  appeal  to  Congress  for  relief.  They  are  in  no  wise  to  be 
considered  as  thereby  recognizing  for  an  instant  the  right  of  the  War 
Department,  or  of  any  officer  acting  thereunder,  to  proceed  against  them 
in  the  mode  adopted,  even  if  the  accusations  which  they  have  repelled 
were  perfectly  well  founded.  The  State  of  Maryland  is  one  of  the  States 
of  the  Union.  She  is  at  peace  with  the  Government.  Her  people  are 
disarmed,  and  her  territory  is  occupied  by  an  overwhelming  military 
force.  Martial  law  has  not  been  proclaimed  among  her  people,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  all  intention  to  set  it  up  or  enforce  it  is  disavowed  in  the 
most  explicit  way  in  the  proclamation  of  June  27.  The  Federal  courts 
and  those  of  the  State  are  in  full  and  undisturbed  operation  so  far  as 
citizens  not  belonging  to  the  military  force  are  concerned,  and  process 
is  served  without  obstruction,  and  is  obeyed  without  resistance  by  all 
except  those  in  military  authority.  If,  therefore,  your  memorialists 
were  charged  with  any  offense  known  to  the  law  there  was  and  is 
nothing  to  prevent  their  arrest  and  detention  by  the  civil  arm,  in  due 
course,  and  upon  proper  and  lawful  warrant  supported  by  oath,  as  pre- 
scribed and  required  by  the  Constitution. 

But  they  respectfully  submit  that  in  the  proclamation  by  which  their 
arrest  is  sought  to  be  justified,  there  is  no  allegation  of  any  matter  or 
thing  which,  if  sworn  to  in  proper  form  of  law,  would  authorize  the  issu- 
ing of  process  against  them  by  any  judicial  tribunal. 

If  they  were  so  unfortunate  as  to  place  an  erroneous  construction  upon 
the  first  proclamation  of  General  Banks,  as  he  alleges,  they  are  not 
aware  of  any  statute  of  the  United  States  which  renders  such  a  mistake 
a  penal  offense. 

If  it  be  a  crime  on  their  part  to  regard  as  illegal  and  wholly  null  the 
attempted  suspension  by  a  Federal  officer  of  their  functions  as  con- 
stituted authorities  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  they  have  been  unable  to 
learn  by  what  provisions  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  such  an  offense  is 
created  or  defined. 

If  they  are  lawfully  punishable  for  holding  subject  to  their  orders 
a  police  force  which  the  laws  of  Maryland  made  it  their  duty  so  to 
hold,  and  for  refusing  to  recognize  as  public  officers  of  Maryland  the 
appointees  of  General  Banks,  whom  they  are  bound  under  the  laws  of 
Maryland  to  prosecute  as  offenders  for  attempting  to  exercise  police 
functions,  they  are  at  a  loss  to  conceive  under  what  head  of  the  penal 
law  such  criminality  on  their  part  exists.  They  mean  no  improper  re- 
flection when  they  assert  their  belief  that  no  law  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment would  venture  to  ask  for  a  warrant  upon  an  affidavit  of  the  facts 
recited  in  the  proclamation  of  July  1,  and  that  no  competent  tribunal 
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would  hesitate  to  quash  such  a  warrant  if  issued.  They  know  no  prin- 
ciple of  criminal  jurisprudence,  under  tree  institutions,  which  would 
authorize  even  the  courts  of  recognized  jurisdiction  to  sanction  the 
arrest  and  confinement  of  a  citizen  upon  the  indefinite  allegation  of  his 
entertaining  "some  purpose,  not  known  to  the  Government,"  but  still 
alleged  to  be  "inconsistent  with  its  peace  or  8ecurity.,, 

But  be  this  as  it  may,  these  memorialists  respectfully  insist  that  if 
they  are  charged  with  any  offense  which  is  known  to  the  laws,  it  is  their 
constitutional  right,  as  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  be  dealt  with 
according  to  law.  If  they  are  charged  with  no  offense,  it  is  equally 
their  constitutional  right  to  have  the  faot  recognized,  and  to  enjoy  their 
personal  liberty. 

They  have,  through  their  counsel,  respectfully  asked  of  General  Banks 
a  statement  of  the  grounds  of  their  imprisonment,  and  have  challenged 
an  investigation  of  any  and  all  charges  affecting  either  their  personal 
or  official  integrity  or  their  fidelity  to  the  laws  and  the  Constitution. 

No  such  statement  has  been  made  to  them,  no  such  investigation  has 
been  granted,  and  no  hope  has  been  held  out  to  them  of  any  speedy 
relief  from  the  unjust  and  unlawful  imprisonment  under  which  they  are 
suffering.  In  the  mean  time  they  are  withdrawn  from  their  homes  and 
separated  from  their  families ;  their  pubbc  duties  are  unlawfully  com- 
mitted to  other  hands;  their  private  interests  are  exposed  to  detriment 
and  perhaps  ruin,  and  they  themselves  held  as  malefactors  before  the 
country,  and  are  compelled  by  force  to  endure  mortification  and  oblo- 
quy. The  arbitrary  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  has  of 
course  deprived  them  of  the  means  provided  by  law  for  their  deliver- 
ance, and  unless  your  honorable  bodies  should  see  fit  to  relieve  them, 
they  are  wholly  without  means  of  present  redress.  They  therefore  most 
respectfully  and  earnestly  invoke  the  immediate  interposition  of  Con- 
gress in  their  behalf. 

They  repeat  that  they  have  administered  their  public  trust  faithfully, 
impartially,  and  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  and  have  not  used  the  police 
force  under  their  control,  nor  have  they  permitted  it,  nor  contemplated 
permitting  it,  to  be  used  for  any  other  purpose  than  the  legitimate  and 
faithful  discharge  of  its  duties  as  prescribed  by  law.  As  private  citi- 
zens they  invite  scrutiny  likewise  into  their  conduct  in  every  respect 
in  which  it  may  be  lawfully  impugned,  and  they  assert  their  readiness 
to  meet,  without  a  moment's  delay,  any  charge  which  may  be  responsi- 
bly laid  against  their  individual  or  official  proceedings. 

As  citizens  of  the  United  States  they  therefore  appeal  to  your  honor- 
able bodies  for  relief  from  oppression  and  unconstitutional  wrong.  As 
public  oflQcers  of  the  State  of  Maryland  they  protest  against  the  usurpa- 
tion of  their  official  authority  by  au  officer  of  the  United  States  Army, 
and  they  protest  the  more  strongly  because  the  usurpation  against  which 
they  remonstrate  is  not  an  irresponsible  proceeding  of  the  officer  in 
quest  ion,  but  the  advised  and  deliberate  act  of  the  War  Department 
itself.  They  are  aware  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  has 
called  upon  Congress  to  sanction  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus 
and  other  acts  which  have  been  done  by  the  Executive  Department, 
upon  its  responsibility,  without  previous  sanction  of  law.  But  the 
President  has  not  asserted  in  his  message  any  right  on  the  part  of  the 
Federal  Government  to  depose  and  appoint  State  officers,  or  annul  laws 
of  the  States  constitutionally  enacted,  nor  has  he  suggested  any  i>ower 
in  Congress  to  clothe  him  with  any  such  authority.  He  has  asserted  no 
right  to  do  wrong  to  individuals,  nor  has  he  asked  the  interposition  of 
Congress  to  any  such  end.  But  whatever  may  be  the  claims  of  the 
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Executive,  your  memorialists  respectfully  insist  that  the  demands  of  the 
Constitution  and  of  individual  right  and  public  liberty  are  very  far  above 
them,  and  they  throw  themselves  therefore  for  redress  and  deliverance 
upon  the  justice  and  authority  of  the  representatives  of  the  people. 
They  have  no  other  recourse  against  arbitrary  power  and  military  force, 
and  they  demand  as  matter  of  right  that  their  case  be  investigated  by 
Congress  or  remitted  to  the  tribunals  of  jnstice  to  be  lawfully  heard  and 
determined. 

CHARLES  nOWARD. 
WILLIAM  H.  OATCHELL. 
JOHN  W.  DAVIS. 

Foet  MoHeney. 


No.  C. 

Memorial  of  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore, 

To  the  lumorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States: 

The  mayoi*  and  city  council  of  Baltimore  respectfully  present  this 
their  memorial : 

The  recent  suspension  of  the  functions  of  the  board  of  police  of  this 
city  makes  it  the  duty  of  your  memorialists  to  call  your  attention  to  cer- 
tain consequences  of  that  action  which  affect  every  citizen  in  this  com- 
munity. The  memorial  of  the  board  of  police  already  presented  to  your 
honorable  bodies  has  given  you  full  information  of  the  nature  and  extent 
of  their  powers.  A  brief  reference  to  certain  leading  features  of  the 
law  of  Maryland  under  which  they  hold  office,  and  with  whose  execu- 
tion they  are  charged,  will  enable  you  to  appreciate  the  embarrassments 
which  now  affect  the  due  administration  of  the  government  of  Baltimore. 

The  board  of  police  is,  under  the  laws  of  Maryland,  the  sole  police 
authority  of  the  city.  It  alone  is  competent  to  provide  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  peace  and  order  within  our  limits;  to  appoint  subordinate  police 
officers,  to  appoint  judges  of  elections,  and  provide  for  the  execution  of 
the  laws  regulating  elections;  to  enforce  all  ordinances  of  the  mayor  and 
city  council  of  Baltimore  for  the"  preservation  of  health  and  the  main- 
tenance of  peace  and  order. 

By  other  provisions  of  the  laws  for  the  police  government  of  this  city, 
the  organization  of  any  permanent  police  force  other  than  that  organized 
by  and  acting  under  tie  orders  of  the  board  of  police  is  distinctly  pro- 
hibited. 

To  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  their  State  for  their  local  govern- 
ment, by  legally -constituted  officers,  the  free  citizens  of  Baltimore  have 
an  unquestioned  constitutional  right.  The  manner  in  which  that  right 
has  been  respected  will  appear  from  the  facts  which  we  now  recite: 

The  major-general  commanding  in  the  military  department  of  which 
this  city  forms  a  part  issued  a  proclamation,  dated  June  27,  announcing 
the  arrest  of  the  marshal  of  police.  With  professions  of  respect  for 
every  municipal  regulation  and  public  statute,  the  proclamation  further 
announces  to  the  public  that  the  official  authority  of  the  marshal  of 
police  and  the  board  of  police  is  superseded,  and  a  u  provost-marshal," 
an  officer  unknown  to  the  civil  law  of  Maryland,  is  appointed.  No 
charge  is  preferred  against  the  members  of  the  board  of  police,  nor  is 

•  Soo  aIho  the  mayor***  niwwagc,  pp.  15-t20. 
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any  reason  assigned  for  superseding  them  and  depriving  the  citizens  of 
Baltimore  of  their  only  legal  police  authority. 

The  board  of  police,  yielding  to  the  ibrco  which  prevented  their  ex- 
ecution of  the  laws  of  this  State,  submitted  to  the  practical  suspension 
of  their  functions,  and  neither  offered  nor  permitted  any  resistance  to 
such  action  as  the  general  in  command  saw  fit  to  adopt. 

The  provost-marshal,  appointed  by  the  general  in  command  to  exe- 
cute the  police  laws  of  Maryland  for  the  government  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more^ took  possession  of  the  offices  belonging  to  the  city,  and  removed 
certain  officials  not  appointed  by  the  board,  out  by  the  mayor  and  city 
council  of  Baltimore,  appointing  others  in  their  place. 

The  memorial  of  the  board  of  police  has  presented  at  length  the  con- 
siderations of  official  duty  which  made  it  impossible  for  them  either 
themselves  to  aid,  or  to  permit  the  officers  under  their  command  to  aid, 
in  violations  of  the  law  under  which  they  hold  office.  A  comparison  of 
the  reasons  assigned  by  them,  with  the  provisions  of  the  police  law,  to 
which  they  direct  your  attentton,  will  prove  the  correctness  of  their  con- 
clusions. Under  date  of  July  1  appeared  a  third  proclamation  of  the 
general  in  command,  announcing  the  arrest  of  the  members  of  the 
board  of  police.  Again  disclaiming  for  those  under  whose  authority  he 
acts  any  intention  to  interfere  with  the  municipal  affairs  of  Baltimore, 
he  assigns  certain  reasons  for  the  summary  arrest  of  these  gentlemen 
whom  without  complaint  on  oath  or  civil  process  he  arrested  and  now 
holds  in  custody.  Examined  in  connection  with  the  law  under  which 
they  were  appointed,  the  pretended  offenses  charged  against  them 
amount  together  to  the  simple  performance  of  their  official  duty.  Had 
they  aided  or  acquiesced  in  the  establishment  of  any  police  authority 
other  than  their  own,  they  would  have  plainly  violated  the  law  under 
which  they  hold  office. 

By  a  fourth  proclamation,  dated  July  10,  the  major-general  in  com- 
mand informs  the  public  that  he  has  removed  the  "  provost-marshal," 
and  has  appointed  a  "  marshal  of  police,"  in  all  respects  to  administer 
every  department  of  the  police  law  in  full  freedom  for  the  peace  and 
prosperity  of  the  city  and  the  honor  and  perpetuity  of  the  United 
States.  This  officer  now  affects  to  administer  the  law  for  the  police 
government  of  Baltimore  by  means  of  a  force  organized  under  and  act- 
ing by  his  direction. 

Whatever  professions  of  regard  for  our  laws  accompany  these  trans- 
actions the  facts  are  too  plain  to  be  concealed.  The  local  laws  of  the 
State  of  Maryland  for  the  police  government  of  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
to  which  all  officers  of  the  Federal  Government  are  bound  to  yield  obe- 
dience within  our  limits,  have  been  set  aside.  The  only  officers  compe- 
tent to  administer  those  laws  have  been  superseded  and  then  imprisoned. 
The  general  in  command,  professing  to  act  under  instructions  from  the 
Federal  Government,  has  marched  large  bodies  of  armed  men  into  the 
city,  planted  cannon  in  the  principal  streets  and  public  squares,  and, 
by  the  law  and  authority  of  superior  force,  has  established  the  pres- 
ent acting  police  force,  has  enabled  its  officers  to  take  possession  of  the 
offices  and  buildings  belonging  to  the  city  of  Baltimore,  to  eject  officers 
appointed  by  the  mayor  and  city  council,  and  to  assume  the  function  of 
executing  laws  whose  fundamental  provisions  they  daily  violate  by  the 
exercise  of  police  authority.  Your  memorialists  need  not  dwell  on  the 
embarrassments  which  must  certainly  result  from  thus  disorganizing  the 
civil  government  of  a  city,  nor  on  the  sense  of  insecurity  which  affects 
citizens  who  reflect  that  the  present  police  acts  without  legal  warrant  or 
authority.   A  community  thus  deprived  of  its  lawful  government  is  en- 


154  OPERATIONS  IN  MD,,  PA.,  VA.,  AND  W.  VA.       [Ctur.  IX. 


titled  to  demand  that  those  who  assume  bo  grave  a  responsibility  shall 
furnish  some  sufficient  reason  for  their  action.  It  is  impossible  to  be- 
lieve that  the  Federal  authority  have  wantonly  disturbed  the  peace  and 
good  government  of  the  city.  No  doubt  statements  have  been  made  to 
which  credit  has  been  given,  and  on  the  faith  of  which  the  Government 
has  acted.  The  proclamation  of  the  general  in  command,  issued  imme- 
diately after  the  arrest  of  the  members  of  the  board  of  police,  vaguely 
charges  that  the  board  "  hold,  subject  to  their  orders,  now  and  hereaf- 
ter, the  old  police  force,  a  large  body  of  armed  men  for  some  purpose 
unknown  to  the  Government  and  inconsistent  with  its  peace  and  secu- 
rity." Your  memorialists  are  left  in  doubt  as  to  the  precise  nature  of  the 
purpose  referred  to,  but  the  suspension  of  their  authority,  and  the  sub- 
sequent imprisonment  of  the  board  of  police,  seems  to  have  been  the 
result  of  a  belief  that  their  authority  would  be  used  to  the  injury  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States. 

That  this  opinion  has  any  foundation  in  facts  your  memorialists  deny, 
and  appeal  to  the  history  of  the  official  acts  of  the  police  authority  of 
this  city. 

For  a  detailed  account  of  the  unhappy  occurrences  of  the  19th  April 
you  are  referred  to  the  statement  of  the  mayor  of  the  city,  which  is 
herewith  submitted.*  No  evidence  of  failure  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the 
police  authority  on  that  day  can  be  produced.  The  mayor,  ex  officio  a 
member  of  the  board,  shared  the  dangers  to  which  the  troops  were  ex- 
posed, and  both  he  and  the  marshal  of  police  risked  their  lives  for  their 
protection.  The  great  excitement  which  ensned,  and  which  was  inten- 
sified by  the  wanton  killing  of  a  citizen  at  a  distance  from  the  scene  of 
the  riot,  and  who  was  shot  from  the  window  of  the  cars  as  the  train 
passed  out  of  the  city,  was  represented  to  the  President  by  the  mayor 
of  the  city.  The  President  and  his  Cabinet  recognized  the  necessity  of 
temporarily  avoiding  a  passage  through  Baltimore,  and  gave  repeated 
assurances  that  the  troops  should  not  be  brought  through  the  city. 

Unauthorized  persons  declaring  openly  their  intention  to  cut  their 
way  through  Baltimore  with  or  without  the  orders  of  the  Government, 
the  authorities  of  Baltimore,  as  well  the  police  board  as  your  memo- 
rialists, called  their  people  to  arms,  procured  such  weapons  as  could  be 
hastily  gathered,  and  did  all  in  their  power  to  provide  for  the  defense 
of  their  city  from  the  threatened  danger.  This  they  did,  and  this  they 
justify.  In  the  then  excited  condition  of  the  people  a  portion  of  our 
population  may  have  entertained  designs  of  active  hostility  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

If  such  designs  existed  they  were  frustrated  by  the  precautions  of 
the  board  of  police.  Fort  McHcnry,  believed  to  be  without  either  a 
sufficient  garrison  or  armament,  was  nightly  guarded  by  the  military  of 
the  city,  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  board  of  police.  Other  Govern- 
ment property  received  especial  protection.  Arms,  supposed  to  belong 
to  the  United  States  and  found  in  the  hands  of  individuals,  were  taken 
possession  of  and  preserved  by  the  board  of  police,  who  gave  notice  to 
the  Government  agents  of  their  action.  The  persons  and  property  of 
all  citizens  received  equal  and  sufficient  protection.  Whatever  charges 
malice  may  suggest,  the  preservation  of  peace  in  the  city,  the  preven- 
tion of  conflict  between  citizens  divided  in  opiniou,  the  protection  of 
life,  limb,  and  property  during  a  period  of  great  popular  excitement,  is 
a  monument  to  the  zeal  and  good  faith  of  our  police  authorities.  When 
t  here  no  longer  seemed  any  necessity  for  a  military  array,  the  arms 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  people  were  recalled,  and  the  city  resumed 
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its  ordinary  condition  of  quiet  So  Baltimore  remained  until  May  14, 
when,  it  being  ascertained  that  the  people  were  disarmed,  and  that  the 
movement  could  be  made  without  serious  danger,  the  general  then  in 
command  in  this  department  occupied  a  portion  of  the  city  with  certain 
troops  under  his  command.  His  arrival  was  announced  by  proclama- 
tion; and  in  the  afternoon  of  May  14  he  sent  a  detachment  of  troops 
into  the  city,  who  seized  and  carried  off  arms  belonging  to  and  in  the 
custody  of  the  authorities  of  the  city  of  Baltimore.  No  resistance  was 
offered  or  permitted  by  the  authorities  of  the  city.  Two  of  our  citizens, 
one  of  them  a  member  of  the  legislature  of  Maryland,  were  by  the  orders 
of  the  same  military  officer  summarily  arrested,  ana  after  an  imprison- 
ment of  a  few  days  were  released  because  there  existed  no  sufficient 
cause  for  either  arrest  or  detention. 

Since  the  middle  of  May  many  thousand  United  States  soldiers  have 
passed  through  this  city.  There  has  been  no  single  instance  of  opposi- 
tion to  their  progress,  nor  any  failure  on  the  part  of  the  city  authorities 
to  take  proper  precautions  for  their  protection  as  well  as  preserving  the 
peace  of  the  city.  The  courts  of  the  United  States  are  and  have  been 
unimpeded  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  save  when  in  a  memorable 
instance  the  marshal  of  the  United  States  was  not  permitted  to  enter  Fort 
McHenry  or  to  serve  process  issued  by  the  highest  judicial  officer  of  the 
United  States.  The  order  of  the  city  has  been  preserved ;  no  resistance 
of  any  kind  has  been  made,  even  to  illegal  and  unconstitutional  acts  of 
military  officers.  Ho  arrest  that  has  been  made  by  mere  military  author- 
ity but  that  could  have  been  made  by  civil  officers.  Thus,  without  the 
existence  of  a  single  fact  to  justify  an  appeal  to  a  supposed  authority 
growing  out  of  military  necessity,  citizens  have  been  seized  and  impris- 
oned, their  homes  invaded  and  searched  without  warrant  or  complaint 
on  oath,  as  required  by  law. 

The  protection  afforded  by  constitutional  guarantees  of  the  liberty  of 
the  citizen  and  constitutional  restraints  imposed  on  the  power  of  the 
Executive  has  been  denied.  Obedience  to  the  courts  is  refused  when 
they  interfere  for  the  protection  of  the  citizen.  Arms  belonging  to  the 
city  of  Baltimore  and  rightfully  in  the  custody  of  its  authorities  have 
been  taken.  The  buildings  of  the  city  have  been  given  into  the  custody 
of  officers  not  known  to  its  laws.  Its  court-house  has  been  occupied  by 
troops.  Its  civil  authority  has  been  disregarded,  and  a  revolutionary 
government  established  by  mere  force  of  arms  and  against  law. 

Against  these  manifold  wrongs  your  memorialists,  for  themselves  and 
the  free  community  which  they  represent,  do  most  solemnly  protest 

The  State  of  Maryland  has  been  and  is  subject  to  the  Constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  her  citizens  are  of  right  entitled  to 
the  protection  of  that  Constitution  and  of  those  laws.  The  civil  author- 
ities of  this  city  have  heretofore,  and  do  now,  render  fitting  obedience 
to  the  requirements  of  both.  It  disaffection  is  believed  to  exist,  from 
which  danger  is  apprehended,  the  guns  of  Fort  McHenry  turned  on 
the  homes  of  the  women  and  children  of  an  unarmed  city,  the  Federal 
troops  encamped  around  its  limits,  would  seem  an  adequate  protection  to 
the  Government.  Whether  that  disaffection  is  weakened  by  depriving 
a  whole  community  of  the  protection  of  its  laws,  whether  the  risk  of 
disorder  is  diminished  by  establishing  a  police  government  which  fails 
to  command  the  respect  accorded  to  undoubted  lawful  authority,  you  in 
your  wisdom  will  determine. 

But  your  memorialists  respectfully,  yet  most  earnestly,  demand,  as  a 
matter  of  right,  that  their  city  may  be  governed  according  to  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  State  of  Maryland. 
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They  demand  as  a  matter  of  right  that  citizens  may  be  secure  in  their 
persons,  houses,  papers,  and  effects  against  unreasonable  searches  and 
seizures,  and  that  they  be  not  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property 
without  due  process  of  law.  They  demand  as  a  matter  of  right  that 
the  military  render  obedience  to  the  civil  authority,  that  our  munici- 
pal laws  be  respected,  that  officers  be  released  from  imprisonment  and 
restored  to  the  lawful  exercise  of  their  functions,  that  the  police  govern- 
ment established  by  law  be  no  longer  impeded  by  armed  force  to  the 
injury  of  peace  and  order.  These  their  rightful  demands  your  memori- 
alists submit  for  the  consideration  of  your  honorable  bodies. 


No.  7. 

RESOLUTION. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  immediately  to  communi- 
cate to  this  House,  if  in  his  judgment  not  incompatible  with  the  public 
interest,  the  grounds,  reason,  and  evidence  upon  which  the  police  com- 
missioners of  Baltimore  were  arrested,  and  are  now  detained  as  prisoners 
at  Fort  McHenry. 

Adopted,  July  24, 1801. 

REPLY. 

Washington,  July  27,  1861. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives : 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
24th  instant,  asking  the  grounds,  reason,  and  evidence  upon  which  the 
police  commissioners  of  Baltimore  were  arrested  and  are  now  detained 
as  prisoners  at  Fort  McHenry,  I  have  to  state  that  it  is  judged  to 
bo  incompatible  with  the  public  interest  at  this  time  to  furnish  the  infor- 
mation called  for  by  the  resolution. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


JULY  2-25,  1861.— Operations  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley. 

SUMMARY   OF   THE   PRINCIPAL  EVENTS. 

July  2,  1861.— General  Patterson's  command  crosses  the  Potomac  River. 
Engagement  at  Falling  Waters,  or  Hoke's  Run. 
3,  1861. — Martlnsbnrg  occupied  by  Union  forces. 
15,  1861. — Skirmish  near  Bunker  HilL 
18,  1861.— Main  body  of  Confederate  forces  withdrawn. 
21,  1861.— Skirmish  at  Charles  town. 

25,  1861.— General  Patterson  superseded  by  Major-General  Banks. 

REPORTS,  ETC. 

No.  1.— Maj.  Gen.  Robert  Patterson,  Pennsylvania  Militia,  with  orders  and 

spondence,  and  including  application  for  Court  of  Inquiry. 
No.  2. — Capt.  James  H.  Simpson,  U.  S.  Topographical  Engineers. 
No  T.— Col.  George  EL  Thomas,  Second  U.  S.  Cavalry. 
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D.  D.  Perkins,  Fourth  U.  8.  Artillery. 
No.  5.— M«y.  Gen.  W.  H.  Keim,  Pennsylvania  Militia. 
No.  6.— Col.  J.  J.  Abercrombie,  Seventh  U.  8.  Infantry. 
No.  7. — Col.  John  C.  Starkweather,  First  Wisconsin  Infantry. 
No.  8. — Col.  P.  Jarrett,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 
No.  9.— Capt  E.  McK.  Hudson,  Fourteenth  U.  8.  Infantry. 
No.  10.— Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  C.  8.  Army. 
No.  11. — CoL  T.  J.  Jackson,  C.  8.  Army. 

No.  12. — Strength  of  Johnston's  division  (C.  8.  Army),  June  30,  1861. 
No.  13.— Strength  of  Patterson's  command  (U.  8.  Army),  Jane  28,  186L 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Robert  Patterson,  Pennsylvania  Militia,  of  operations 
in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  with  orders  and  correspondence,  and  applica- 
tion for  Court  of  Inquiry. 

Headquarters,  July  1, 186L 

Major-General  Patterson, 

Commanding  Department  of  Pennsylvania  : 

Sir  :  The  General-in-Chief  directs  me  to  inform  you,  in  confidence, 
that  he  hopes  to  move  a  column  of  about  35,000  men  early  next  week, 
towards  the  enemy's  lines  from  Fairfax  Court-House  to  Manassas  Junc- 
tion, for  aggressive  purposes. 

I  am,  &c.,  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 


Headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Martinsburg,  Va.,  July  3, 1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Entered  and  passed  through  this  place  to-day  in  hot  pursuit  of  the 
enemy.  The  Army  was  welcomed  with  enthusiasm  by  the  mass  of  the 
population,  gratified  by  the  protection  promised  and  now  given  by  the 
Government.  The  force  we  scattered  yesterday  was  thirty-five  hundred 
strong,  and  their  loss  about  sixty  killed.  It  rallied,  and  presented  front 
to-day,  but  again  retreated  to  a  point  seven  miles  from  here,  where  they 
have  been  re-enforced  by  a  party  under  Colonel  Bee,  claimed  in  all  to  be 
thirty  thousand ;  in  reality,  thirteen  thousand. 

I  have  ordered  the  Rhode  Island  Battery  to  come  up  from  Williamsport 
with  a  provision  train  on  the  5th.  Kumor  indicates  Colonel  Stone  as 
approaching  by  way  of  Harper's  Ferry.  My  post-office  is  Hagerstown, 
unless  the  Government  re-establishes  the  mail  route. 

B.  PATTERSON, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

■ 

Martinsburg,  Va.,  July  4, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  avail  myself  of  a  favorable  opportunity  hastily  to  intorm  you 
of  my  arrival  at  this  place,  with  no  opposition  of  any  character  since 
the  2d  instant,  but  with  a  warm  welcome  from  the  populace.  The  rebel 
cavalry  retired  from  the  town  as  the  command  entered,  and  scattered 
in  several  directions.  The  infantry  and  artillery  retired  towards  Win- 
chester. 

I  have  halted  temporarily  to  bring  up  supplies,  which  will  be  here 
to-morrow,  having  to-day  returned  all  my  wagons  for  the  purpose.  Pro- 
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visions  in  this  part  of  the  country  are  limited,  and  consequently  with 
my  present  transportation  I  can  advance  but  a  short  distance  before  I 
am  compelled  to  halt.  As  soon  as  provisions  arrive  I  shall  advance  to 
Winchester  to  drive  the  enemy  from  that  place,  if  any  remain.  I  then 
design  to  move  towards  Charlestown,  to  which  point  I  believe  Colonel 
Stone  is  advancing,  and,  if  I  find  it  not  hazardous,  to  continue  to  Lees- 
burg.  I  must  do  this  or  abandon  the  country,  by  retiring  the  way  I 
came,  in  consequence  of  the  term  of  the  three  months*  volunteers  being 
about  to  expire.  They  will  not,  in  any  number,  renew  their  service, 
though  I  think  the  offer  should  be  made. 

The  Union  sentiment  here  is  apparently  very  strong,  but  many  fear 
a  reverse,  and  that  this  force  will  retire,  either  voluntarily  or  forcibly. 
The  people  cannot  be  made  use  of  to  raise  a  force  for  self-defense  unless 
supported  by  a  strong  force  of  TJ.  S.  troops. 

I  desire  to  be  informed  of  the  wish  of  the  General-in-Chief  in  regard 
to  the  continued  occupation  of  this  region.  I  have  ordered  up  all  force 
in  the  rear,  except  the  Connecticut  regiment,  five  companies  of  which 
are  stationed  at  each  of  the  depots,  Williamsport  and  Hagerstown. 
The  Rhode  Island  Battery  and  the  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers 
join  me  to-night 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Asst.  Adit  Gen.*  Hdars.  Army*  Washington  City. 


Mabtinsbueg,  July  4,  1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend,  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Received  your  confidential  letter  by  Lieutenant  Joues,#  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Battery,  and  will  regulate  accordingly,  though  may  have  to  act 
earlier.  Seven  miles  in  advance  is  General  Johnston  with  15,000  to 
18,000  foot,  22  guns,  and  650  horse.  See  my  letter  of  date,  and  private 
one  from  Major  Porter.   Please  keep  mo  advised. 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Washington,  July  5, 1861. 

General  R.  Patterson  : 

If  necessary,  call  up  the  regimeut  left  at  Frederick,  and  I  will  replace 
it.   In  an  extreme  case,  order  Colonel  Wallace  to  join  you. 

Colonel  Stone  was  yesterday  opposite  Harper's  Ferry,  with  greater 
part  of  his  force. 

Your  telegrams  of  the  3d  and  4th  received  with  satisfaction. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Washington,  July  5, 1861—10  p.  m. 

Major-General  Patterson,  Martinsburg: 

Tour  letter  of  the  4th  is  received.  Orders  were  sent  this  morning  to 
Madison  for  the  Third  and  Fourth  Regiments  from  Wisconsin  to  repair 


•  Probably  Townsend  to  Patterson,  July  1,  p.  157. 
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to  Williamsport  via  Chambersburg  and  report  to  you.  The  Nineteenth 
and  Twenty-eighth  New  York  Regiments  leave  here  for  Hagerstown 
to-morrow  at  half  past  2  p.  m.  You  will  have  to  provide  transportation 
for  them  thence  to  the  post  you  may  order  them  to.  If  any  three-months' 
men  will  re  engage  for  the  long  term,  designate  a  Regular  officer  of  your 
command  to  muster  them,  provided  a  sufficient  number  to  form  a  regiment 
can  be  obtained.  Having  defeated  the  enemy,  if  you  can  continue  the 
pursuit  without  too  great  hazard,  advance  via  Leesburg  (or  Strasbnr^) 
towards  Alexandria;  but  consider  the  dangerous  defiles,  especially  via 
Strasburg,  and  move  with  great  caution,  halting  at  Winchester  and 
threatening  a  movement  by  Strasburg;  or  the  passage  of  the  Potomac 
twice,  and  coming  down  by  Leesburg,  may  be  the  more  advantageous 
movement. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Maetinsburg,  Va.,  July  5, 1861. 

Col.  B.  D.  Townsend, 

Awl  Adjt.  Oen.y  U.  8.  Army,  Washington  City: 

Have  ordered  up  everything--Colonel  Stone,  Cumberland,  and  Fred- 
erick force.   Largo  rc-cnforcenients  have  come  in  from  Manassas. 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Mabtinsburg,  Va.,  July  G,  1801. 

Lieut  Gen.  Winfield  Scott: 

Telegram  of  yesterday  received.  Many  thanks  for  the  Wisconsin  aud 
New  York  regiments.  Can  you  give  me  the  New  York  Sixty-ninth 
(Colonel  Corcoran)?  I  know  you  will  appreciate  the  motive  which 
prompts  me  to  urge  this  request,  and  pardon  my  importunity.  The 
insurgents  have  unquestionably  received  largo  re-enforcements,  and  are 
said  to  have  twenty -six  thousand,  with  twenty-four  guns,  many  rifled, 
and  some  of  very  large  caliber.  1  hope  in  proper  season  to  give  you  a 
good  account  of  them.  Colonel  Stone  is  coming  up  on  the  Maryland  side, 
and  will  probably  reach  Williamsport  to-morrow.   Wallace  ordered  on. 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Maior-General.  Commandina. 
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BucKiiANNON,  VA.,  July  6,  1861. 

Lieut.  CoL  B.  D.  Townsend: 

General  Patterson  informs  mo  that  he  has  ordered  Wallace  away  from 
Cumberland.  From  what  I  know  of  the  state  of  affairs  there  I  ask  the 
General-in-Chief  to  direct  that  Cumberland  and  Piedmont  may  be  occu- 
pied by  Pennsylvania  State  troops.  Great  difficulty  is  liable  to  ensue 
if  this  be  not  done. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Washington,  July  6, 1861. 

General  Patterson,  Martimburg,  Va. : 

Governor  Curtin  has  been  requested  to  6end  two  regiments  of  State 
troops  (probably  the  two  near  Bedford)  to  Cumberland  to  hold  that 
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place  temporarily  instead  of  Wallace's  rcgiincut.  They  are  instructed 
to  obey  your  orders,  or  any  other  they  may  receive  (in  an  extreme  case) 
from  General  McClcllan. 

B.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General 

(Similar  dispatch  to  McClcllan.) 


Headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

MarUnsburg,  Va.,  July  6, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  telegraphed  my  intention  to  cross  the  Potomac  on  the  1st  in- 
stant  I  now  have  the  honor  to  report  my  movements  since  that-  date. 

I  left  Hagcrstown  on  the  afternoon  of  the  30th  ultimo,  the  earliest 
day  my  command  could  take  the  field  in  a  proper  condition  for  active 
service,  intending  the  following  morning  to  enter  Virginia  with  two 
columns  at  Dam  No.  4  and  Williamsport,  to  be  united  the  same  day 
at  Hainesvillc,  the  known  location  of  the  rebels.  Owing  to  the  danger 
and  difficulty  attending  the  fording  at  Dam  No.  4, 1  placed  all  the  force 
at  Williamsport.  My  order  of  march  for  the  2d  instant  is  given  in  the 
accompanying  circular. 

The  advance  crossed  the  Potomac  at  4  a.  m.,  all  taking  the  main  road 
to  Martinsburg,  with  the  exception  of  Ncgley's  brigade,  which,  about 
one  mile  from  the  ford,  diverged  to  the  right,  to  meet  the  enemy  should 
he  come  from  Hedgesville,  to  guard  our  right,  and  to  rejoin  at  Haines- 
villc About  five  miles  from  the  ford  the  skirmishers  in  front  and  on 
the  flank  suddenly  became  engaged  with  the  enemy,  posted  in  a  clump 
of  trees.  At  the  same  time  their  main  force  appeared  in  front,  sheltered 
by  fences,  timber  and  houses.  Abercrombie  immediately  deployed  his 
regiments  (First  Wisconsin  and  Eleventh  Pennsylvania)  on  each  side 
of  the  road,  placed  Hudson's  section,  supported  by  the  First  Troop, 
Philadelphia  City  Cavalry,  in  the  road,  and  advanced  to  the  attack 
against  a  warm  fire  before  him.  The  enemy,  being  supported  by 
artillery,  resisted  for  twenty-five  minutes  with  much  determination. 
Lieutenant  Hudson  after  getting  into  position  soon  silenced  their  guns. 

In  the  mean  time  Thomas'  brigade  rapidly  advanced,  and  deployed 
to  the  left  to  turn  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy.  The  enemy,  seeing 
this  movement,  and  being  pressed  by  Abercrombie,  retired,  hotly  pur- 
sued for  four  miles  by  artillery  and  infantry.  The  cavalry  could  not 
bo  employed,  on  account  of  numerous  fences  and  walls  crossing  the 
country. 

In  the  enemy's  camp  were  found  camp  equipage,  provisions,  grain, 
&c.  This  brush  was  highly  creditable  to  onr  arms,  winning  as  wo  did 
the  day  against  a  foe  superior  in  number  to  those  engaged  on  our  side. 
They  were  well  posted,  sheltered  by  timber,  and  sustained  by  artillery 
and  cavalry.  Our  men  advanced  over  open  ground  against  a  warm  fire 
of  artillery  and  infantry.  I  present  the  reports  of  Colonels  Abercrombie 
and  Thomas  and  Lieutenants  Perkins  and  Hudson,  and  take  much 
pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  as  an  eye-witness  to  the  admirable 
manner  in  which  their  commands  were  handled  and  their  commenda- 
tions earned. 

I  also  bear  testimony  to  efficient  service  in  posting  portions  of  the 
troops  and  conducting  them  to  the  front  and  into  action  rendered  by 
the  members  of  my  staff  present  on  the  field  of  battle — Col.  F.  J.  Porter. 
Capt.  John  Newton,  and  Lieutenant  Babcock,  and  Majors  Price  and 
Biddlc — who  were  employed  conveying  orders ;  also  Surgeon  Triplcr  in 
attention  to  the  wounded. 
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The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  over  sixty  killed.   The  number  of  wounded 
cannot  be  ascertained,  as  a  large  number  were  carried  off  the  field. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  U.  ti.  Army,  Washington  City. 


Washington,  July  7, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  R.  Patterson,  U.  8.  Army,  Martinsburg,  Va.: 

Sir :- Besides  Colonel  Wallace's  regiment,  and  Colonel  Stone's  three 
regiments  and  a  half,  there  are  now  en  route,  or  under  orders  to  join 
you  as  soou  as  practicable,  two  regiments  from  Madison,  Wis.,  one  regi- 
ment (to  start  to-morrow)  from  Boston,  and  four  New  York  regiments 
from  this  city ;  two  of  the  latter  went  by  rail  yesterday,  and  two  go 
to  il ay.  All  these  regiments  are  directed  to  Williamsport,  that  being 
the  most  convenient  point  in  regard  to  transportation  of  supplies,  &c. 
General  Sandford  (a  major-general  of  twenty-five  years'  stauding),  in  the 
best  possible  spirit,  volunteered  to  go,  with  two  of  his  most  efficient 
regiments,  to  assist  you.  The  General-in-Chief  desires  you  to  make  up 
for  him  a  suitable  command,  and  to  employ  him  as  he  desires,  for  the 
good  of  the  service.  You  will  find  him  worthy  of  your  best  respect  and 
attentions. 

As  you  were  informed  by  telegraph  this  morning,  Governor  Curtin 
has  been  requested,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  order 
two  regiments  of  State  troops  to  hold  Cumberland  for  the  present; 
which  regiments  are  instructed  to  obey  you  or  (in  an  extreme  case)  any 
orders  they  may  receive  from  General  McCleUan. 

The  General  desires  me  to  add  that,  waiting  for  horses,  wo  cannot  yet 
say  on  what  day  we  shall  be  able  to  attack  the  enemy  in  the  direction 
of  Manassas  Junction.  We  hope,  however,  to  be  ready  before  the  end 
of  this  week. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ill.  D.  TUWrJoHiPJD. 


Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Martinsburg,  Va.,  July  8, 1861. 

The  troops  wiU  move  to  morrow  morning  in  the  following  order : 

The  First  (Thomas')  Brigade,  with  the  Rhode  Island  Battery  tem- 
porarily attached  thereto,  will  advance  by  the  Wrinchester  turnpike, 
accompanied  by  one  squadron  of  cavalry. 

The  Seventh  (Stone's)  Brigade,  with  Perkins'  battery  attached  thereto, 
will  take  the  main  street  of  the  town  (by  the  court-house),  and  will  con- 
tinue on  the  road  parallel  and  east  of  the  Winchester  turnpike.  One 
company  of  cavalry  will  be  attached  to  this  command. 

The  First  (Cadwalader's)  Division  will  follow  the  march  of  Thomas' 
brigade.  Doubleday's  battery  will  advance  with  this  division,  one  regi- 
ment of  which  will  be  detailed  for  its  guard,  to  accompany  it  wherever 
it  may  be  ordered. 

The  Second  (Keim's)  Division  will  pursue  both  routes :  General  Neg- 
ley's  brigade  following  the  march  of  Colonel  Stone,  and  Colonel  Aber- 
crombie's  and  General  Wynkoop's  that  of  General  Cadwalader. 

11  R  R— vol  n 
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The  Twenty-eighth  and  Nineteenth  New  York  Regiments  will  be 
temporarily  attached  to  General  Keim's  division. 

General  Keim  will  detail  a  strong  rear  guard  from  his  division  for  the 
wagon  train.  -The  rear  guard  will  march  on  the  flanks  and  rear  of  the 
train,  and  will  be  re-enforced  by  a  squadron  of  cavalry. 

General  Keim  will  detail  a  competent  field  officer  to  command  the 
rear  guard. 

The  wagons  will  advance  in  one  train  in  the  rear  of  the  troops,  and 
will  be  required  to  keep  closed. 
The  troops  of  the  several  divisions  and  brigades  will  keep  closed. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Patterson : 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

Martinsburg,  Va.,  via  Bedford,  July  8,  1861. 

Commanding  Oppioer,  Cumberland,  Md.: 

Your  two  Pennsylvania  regiments  have  been  ordered  to  Cumberland, 
and  placed  under  the  orders  of  General  Patterson,  who  directs  you  to 
hold  that  place  and  protect  the  people  of  the  country,  but  unless  threat- 
ened, to  make  no  aggressive  movement  into  Virginia  without  strong  in- 
ducements and  certainty  of  success. 

If  your  judgment  approves,  occupy  Piedmont,  and  be  governed  in 
your  policy  by  instructions  given  Colonel  Wallace,  a  copy  of  which  will 
go  to  you. 

P.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General 


Martinsburg,  Va.,  July  9, 1861. 

Colonel.  :  I  have  received  the  telegrams  of  the  General-in-Chief,  no- 
tifying me  of  the  additional  regiments  sent  me.  Colonel  Stone  and  the 
Nineteenth  and  Twenty-eighth  New  York  Regiments  arrived  yesterday. 
General  Sandford,  with  the  Fifth  and  Twelfth  New  York  Regiments, 
will  join  to-morrow.  Since  I  last  addressed  you  I  have  made  no  move- 
ments— in  fact,  have  been  prevented  by  the  necessity  of  sending  all  my 
wagons  to  the  rear  to  obtain  provisions  for  a  few  days  in  advance  and 
to  bring  up  troops.  The  commissary  has  supplies  (with  those  in  hands 
of  troops)  for  about  ten  days.  Though  the  quartermaster  has  spared 
no  exertion,  and  his  agents  have  been  very  active,  he  has  not  as  yet 
been  able  to  provide  a  supply  train  for  the  command.  I  am  therefore 
much  restricted  in  my  movements,  being  compelled,  after  three  days' 
advance,  to  send  back  for  provisions.  The  difficulty  will  increase  as  I 
advance ;  indeed,  I  am  now  almost  at  a  stand.  Instead  of  receiving  aid 
from  the  inhabitants,  I  find  myself  in  an  enemy's  country,  where  our 
opponents  can  procure  supplies  and  we  nothing,  except  by  seizure. 
Even  information  is  studiously  kept  from  us.  Supplies,  especially  pro- 
visions, are  very  scarce,  and  not  even  one  day's  rations  can  be  relied 
upon.  The  supply  of  grain  also  is  very  limited.  Under  these  circum- 
stances I  respectfully  present  to  the  General-in-Chief  the  following  plan, 
which,  with  my  present  views,  I  desire  to  carry  into  operation  so  soon 
as  I  can  do  so  with  safety  and  the  necessity  of  following  Johnston  ceases : 

I  propose  to  move  this  force  to  Charles  town,  from  which  point  I  can 
move  easily,  strike  at  Winchester,  march  to  Leesburg  when  necessary, 
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and  oi»en  communication  to  a  dejiot  to  bo  established  at  Harper's  Ferry, 
and  occupy  the  main  avenue  of  supply  to  the  enemy.  My  base  will  then 
bo  some  seven  miles  nearer,  nioro  easily  reached  by  roadt  and  my  lino 
of  communication  rendered  more  secure  than  at  present.  I  can  estab- 
lish communication  with  the  Maryland  shore  by  a  bridge  of  boats.  In 
this  way  I  can  more  easily  approach  you,  and  the  movement,  I  think, 
will  tend  to  relieve  Leesburg  and  vicinity  of  some  of  its  oppressors.  My 
present  location  is  a  very  bad  one  in  a  military  point  of  view,  and  from 
it  I  cannot  move  a  portion  of  the  force  without  exposing  that  of  what 
remains  to  be  cut  off. 

General  Sandford  informs  me  by  letter  that  he  has  for  me  a  letter  from 
you.  I  hope  it  will  inform  me  when  you  will  put  your  column  in  motion 
against  Manassas  and  when  you  wish  me  to  strike.  The  enemy  retired 
in  succession  from  Darkesville  and  Bunker  Hill  to  Stephenson's  Station, 
a  few  miles  from  Winchester.  There  he  has  halted,  and  report  says  is 
intrenching.  His  design  evidently  is  to  draw  this  force  on  as  far  as  pos- 
sible from  the  base,  and  then  to  cut  my  line  or  to  attack  with  large  re- en- 
forcements from  Manassas. 

As  I  have  already  stated,  1  cannot  advance  far,  and  if  1  could  I  think 
the  movement  very  imprudent.  When  you  make  your  attack  I  expect 
to  advance  and  offer  battle.  If  the  enemy  retires  I  shall  not  pursue.  1 
am  very  desirous  to  know  when  the  General-in-Chief  wishes  me  to  ap- 
proach Leesburg.  If  the  notice  does  not  come  in  any  other  way,  I  wish 
you  would  indicate  the  day  by  telegraph,  thus:  "Let  me  hear  of  you 
on  .w 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  PATTERSON, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

Col.  E.  D.  Town  send, 

Awt.  Adjt.  Qen.,  U.  IS.  Army,  Washington  City. 


Hagerstown,  Md.,  July  9,  1861. 

Lieutenant-General  Soott: 

1  arrived  here  at  11  last  night  with  the  Fifth  and  Twelfth,  being  thirty 
hours  in  the  cars.  The  artillery,  two  rifled  guns,  and  two  howitzers,  will 
be  here  this  afternoon.  Have  reported  by  special  messenger  to  General 
Patterson.   Stone  arrived  at  Martinsburg  yesterday  afternoon. 

C.  W.  SANDFORD. 


Minute*  of  Council  of  War. 

Martinsburg,  July  9, 1861. 

Colonel  Crobman,  quartermaster,  thought  900  wagons  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  furnish  subsistence  and  to  transport  ammunition  to  our  present 
force.  The  calculation  for  the  original  column  was  700  wagons,  of  which 
500  were  on  haud  and  200  expected.  The  great  difficulty  will  be  to 
obtain  forage  for  the  animals,  the  present  consumption  being  twenty-six 
tons  daily. 

Captain  Beckwith,  commissary :  The  question  of  subsistence  is  here  a 
question  of  transportation.  Thus  far  no  reliance  has  been  placed  on  the 
adjacent  country.  A  day's  march  ahead  would  compel  a  resort  to  it. 
As  far  as  known,  those  supplies  would  be  quite  inadequate. 
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Captain  Simpson,  Topographical  Engineers :  The  difficulty  of  our 
present  position  arises  from  the  great  facility  the  enemy  has  to  concen- 
trate troops  at  Winchester  from  Manassas  Junction.  By  the  railroad 
12,000  men  could  bo  sent  there  in  a  day,  and  again  sent  back  to  Manas- 
sas.  Our  forces  should  combine  with  the  forces  at  Washington. 

Captain  Newton,  Engineers :  Our  present  position  is  a  very  exposed 
one.  General  Johnston  can  keep  us  where  we  are  as  long  as  he  pleases, 
and  at  any  time  make  a  demonstration  on  our  rear.  Our  whole  line  is 
a  false  one.  We  have  no  business  here  except  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing a  demonstration.  He  threatens  us  now.  We  should  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  threaten  him.  We  should  go  to  Oharlestown,  Harper's  Ferry, 
Shepherdstown,  and  flank  him. 

Colonel  Stone  :  It  is  mainly  a  question  for  the  staff.  Our  enemy  has 
great  facility  of  movement,  and  to  extend  our  line  would  be  accom- 
panied with  great  danger.  Johnston  should  be  threatened  from  some 
other  point.  We  might  leave  two  regiments  here,  two  guns  at  Shep- 
herdstown, and  proceed  to  Charlestown,  and  threaten  from  that  point 

General  Negley  :  Ditto  to  Captain  Newton. 

Colonel  Thomas  :  Approves  of  a  flank  movement  to  Charlestown. 

Colonel  Abeecrombie:  The  same. 

General  Keim  :  The  same. 

General  Cadwalader  :  Opposed  to  a  forward  movement. 


Washington,  July  11, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  Patterson,  Martinsburg,  Va.: 

The  author  of  the  following  is  known,  and  he  believes  it  authentic : 

Washington,  July  9,  1861. 

The  plan  of  operations  of  the  secession  army  in  Virginia  contemplates  the  reverse  of 
the  proceedings  and  movements  announced  in  the  Express  of  yesterday  and  Saturday. 
A  schedule  that  has  come  to  light  meditates  a  stand  and  an  engagement  by  Johnston 
when  ho  shall  have  drawn  Patterson  sufficiently  far  back  from  the  river  to  render 
impossible  his  retreat  across  it  on  beiug  vanquished,  and  an  advance  then  by  John- 
ston and  Wise  conjointly  upon  McClellan,  and  after  the  conquest  of  him,  a  march  in 
this  direction,  to  unite  in  one  attack  upon  the  Federal  forces  across  the  Potomac 
with  the  army  nnder  Beauregard  at  Manassas  Junction  and  the  wing  of  that  army, 
the  South  Carolina  regiments  chiefly,  now  nine  miles  from  Alexandria.  Success  in 
each  of  these  three  several  movements  is  anticipated,  and  thereby  not  only  the 
possession  of  the  capital  is  thought  to  be  assured,  but  an  advance  of  the  Federal 
troops  upon  Richmond  prevented. 

The  plan  supposes  that  this  success  will  give  the  Confederate  cause  such  prestige 
and  inspire  in  it  such  faith  as  will  insure  the  recognition  of  its  Government  abroad, 
and  at  the  same  time  so  impair  confidence  in  the  Federal  Government  as  to  render  it 
impossible  for  it  to  procure  loans  abroad,  and  very  difficult  for  it  to  raise  means  at 
home. 

Real  retreats,  which  have  been  anticipated,  it  will  be  seen,  are  by  this  plan  alto- 
gether ignored.   According  to  it,  fighting  and  conquest  are  the  orders. 

W.  SCOTT. 


Martinsburg,  Va.,  July  12, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Dispatch  of  11th  received  and  confirms  my  impression  expressed  on 
9th  instant.  To  properly  strengthen  my  position  and  secure  line  of 
communication,  now  insecure,  and  more  so  as  we  advance;  to  insure 
expedition  and  continued  success,  1  ask  permission  and  a  little  time  to 
transfer  my  depot  to  Harper's  Ferry,  and  my  forces  on  line  of  operations 
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through  Charlestown ,  over  a  good  road.  My  depot  will  be  better  secured, 
more  convenient,  nearer,  and  line  better  protected.  I  cannot  now  bring 
from  Hagerstown,  with  present  means  of  transportation,  an  ample  sup- 
ply of  provisions  for  active  operations.  I  can  from  Harper's  Ferry.  I 
send  to  Hagerstown  an  officer  to  commence  to-day  the  transfer,  if  assent 
be  given,  and  I  wish  an  answer  to-day.  Defeat  here  is  ruin  everywhere. 
I  consider  a  regiment  of  regulars,  and  more,  if  possible,  essential  to 
give  steadiness  to  my  column  and  to  carry  on  active  operations  against 
a  determined  opposition,  and  1  urge  that  ray  three-months'  volunteers 
l>e  replaced  by  three-years'  men.  Many  of  them  are  barefooted  and 
cannot  bo  employed  for  active  service.  They  can  be  made  useful  until 
their  term  expires  for  this  transfer  of  depot  Many  three-months'  men 
refuse  to  renew  their  service.  The  enemy  have  retired  beyond  Win- 
chester, and  are  said  to  be  fortifying. 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 

Washington,  July  12, 1861—1.30  p.  m. 

Major-Gen  eral  Patterson  : 

Go  where  yon  propose  in  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant  Should  that 
movement  cause  the  enemy  to  retreat  upon  Manassas  via  Strasburg,  to 
follow  him  would  seem  at  this  distance  hazardous,  whereas  the  route 
from  Charlestown,  via  Key's  Ferry,  Hillsborough,  and  Leesburg,  towards 
Alexandria,  with  the  use  of  the  canal  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  for 
heavy  transportation,  may  be  practicable.  Consider  this  suggestion  well, 
and,  except  in  an  extreme  case,  do  not  recross  the  Potomac  with  more 
than  a  sufficient  detachment  for  yonr  supplies  on  the  canal. 

Let  me  hear  of  you  on  Tuesday.   Write  often  when  en  route. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Martinsbubg,  July  13, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend,  As9\8tant  Adjutant- General : 

McClellan'8  victory  received  here  with  great  joy ;  received  without 
comment  from  the  General-in-Chief.  I  have  given  and  now  give  mine. 
My  colnmn  must  be  preserved  to  insure  to  the  country  the  fruits  of  this 
and  other  victories,  which  we  hope  will  follow.  My  determination  is 
not  changed  by  this  news.  1  would  rather  lose  the  chance  of  accom- 
plishing something  brilliant  than,  by  hazarding  this  column,  to  destroy 
the  fruits  of  the  campaign  to  the  country  by  defeat.  If  wrong,  let  me 
be  instructed. 

R.  PATTERSON, 
M aior- General.  Commanding 

Martinsburg,  July  13,  1861. 

CoL  E.  T).  Townsend,  A*sistant  Adjutant- General : 

Received  the  announcement  of  McClellan's  victory  with  great  grati- 
Gcation.  His  success,  however,  makes  no  change  in  my  plaus.  This 
force  is  the  keystone  of  the  combined  movements,  and  injury  to  it  would 
counteract  the  good  effects  of  all  victories  elsewhere.  Johnston  is  in 
position  beyond  Winchester,  to  be  i*e  enforced,  and  his  streugth  doubled 
just  as  I  would  reach  him.  My  position  is  a  sti*oug  one,  but  I  must  act 
cautiously  whilst  preparing  to  strike. 

R.  PATTERSON, 

Major  General. 
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Washington,  July  13, 1861. 

Major-General  Patterson, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Forces  at  Martinsburgy  Va.  : 

General  :  1  telegraphed  to  you  yesterday,  if  not  strong  enough  to 
beat  the  enemy  early  next  week,  make  demonstrations  so  as  to  detain 
him  in  the  valley  of  Winchester ;  but  if  he  retreats  in  force  towards 
Manassas,  and  it  be  too  hazardous  to  follow  him,  then  consider  the  route 
via  Key's  Ferry,  Leesburg,  &c. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Washington,  July  13, 18C1. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Curtin, 

Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  request  your  excellency  to  send  five  of  the  long- 
term  regiments  of  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  in  addition  to  the  two  at 
Cumberland,  to  report  to  Major-General  Patterson,  say  at  Harper's 
Ferry,  and  the  remainder  of  the  long-term  regiments  to  report  to  Lieu- 
tenant-General Scott  in  this  city. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Martinsburg,  Va.,  July  14, 1861. 

Colonel  :  I  have  thus  far  succeeded  in  keeping  in  this  vicinity  the 
command  under  General  Johnston,  who  is  now  pretending  to  be  engaged 
in  fortifying  at  Winchester,  but  prepared  to  retire  beyond  striking  dis- 
tance if  I  should  advance  far. 

To-morrow  I  advance  to  Bunker  Hill,  preparatory  to  the  other  move- 
ment. If  an  opportunity  offers,  I  shall  attack ;  but  unless  I  can  rout, 
shall  be  carefnl  not  to  set  him  in  full  retreat  upon  Strasburg.  I  have 
arranged  for  the  occupation  of  Harper's  Ferry,  opposite  which  point  I 
have  directed  provisions  to  be  sent 

Many  of  the  three  months'  volunteers  are  very  restless  at  the  pros- 
pect of  being  retained  over  their  time.  This  fact  will  cause  you  to  hear 
from  me  in  the  direction  of  Charlestown.  Want  of  ample  transporta- 
tion for  supplies  and  baggage  has  prevented  my  moving  earlier  in  the 
direction  I  desired. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major-Oeneraly  Commanding. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.y  Mors,  of  the  Army,  Washington  City. 


Bunker  Hill,  Va.,  July  16, 1861. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  information  of  the 
General-in-Chief  my  advance  and  arrival  at  this  place  yesterday,  opposed 
only  by  a  body  of  six  hundred  cavalry,  of  which  one  was  killed  and  live 
taken  prisoners. 

To-morrow  I  move  upon  Charlestown.  A  reconnaissance  shows  the 
Winchester  road  blocked  by  fallen  trees  and  fences  placed  across  it,  in- 
dicating no  confidence  in  the  large  force  now  said  to  be  at  Winchester. 
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I  send  yon  a  sketch,*  prepared  by  Captain  Simpson,  of  the 
to  have  been  erected  in  the  vicinity  of  Winchester. 

I  shall  (preparations  already  commenced)  hold  and  occapy  Harper's 
Ferry  with  the  three  years'  troops.  If  the  General-in-Chief  desires  to 
retain  that  place  (and  I  advise  it  never  to  be  evacuated),  I  desire  to  be 
informed  at  once  by  telegraph. 

I  have  to  report  that  the  term  of  service  of  a  very  large  portion  of 
this  force  will  expire  in  a  few  days.  From  an  undercurrent  expression 
of  feeling  I  am  confident  that  many  will  be  inclined  to  lay  down  their 
arms  the  day  the  term  expires.  With  such  a  feeling  existing  any  active 
operations  towards  Winchester  cannot  be  thought  of  until  they  are 
replaced  by  three  years'  men.  Those  whose  terms  will  expire  this  week 
I  shal  1  arrange  to  send  off  by  Harper's  Ferry — those  for  Philadelphia  via 
Baltimore  and  those  for  Harrisburg  via  II age ra town. 

If  Harper's  Ferry  is  to  be  held,  after  securing  that  I  shall,  if  the  Gen- 
eral-in-Chief  desires,  advance  with  the  remainder  of  the  troops  via  Lees- 
burg,  provided  the  force  under  Johnston  does  not  remain  at  Winchester, 
after  the  success  which  I  anticipate  from  General  McDowell.  I  wish  to 
be  advised  if  these  propositions  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  General- 
in-Chief. 

The  Wisconsin  regiments  are  without  arms  and  accouterments,  which 
I  have  directed  the  commander  of  Frankford  Arsenal  to  provide.  Tele- 
is  will  reach  me  via  Hagerstown  and  also  via  Point  of  Bocks. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  PATTERSON^ 


CoL  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Washington  City. 


Chablestown,  Va.,  July  17, 1861. 

Col.  B.  D.  TOWN8END,  U.  S.  Army: 

The  term  of  service  of  the  Pennsylvania  troops  (eighteen  regiments) 
expires  within  seven  days,  commencing  to-morrow.  Can  rely  on  none 
of  them  renewing  service.  I  must  be  at  once  provided  with  efficient 
three  years'  men  or  withdraw  to  Harper's  Ferry.  Shall  I  reoccupy  per- 
manently Harper's  Ferry  or  withdraw  entirely  f  I  wrote  yesterday  on 
this  subject,  and  now  wish  to  be  informed  of  the  intention  of  the  Gen- 
eral-in-Chief. My  march  to-day  was  without  opposition  or  incident  of 
importance.  The  country  has  been  drained  of  men.  This  place  has 
been  a  depot  of  supplies  for  force  at  Winchester,  and  the  presence  of 
the  army  is  not  welcomed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  PATTERSON, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

(Repeated  July  18.) 

July  17, 1861—9.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  Patterson,  U.  8.  Forces,  Harper's  Ferry: 

I  have  nothing  official  from  you  since  Sunday  [14th],  but  am  glad  to 
learn,  through  Philadelphia  papers,  that  you  have  advanced.  Do  not 
let  the  enemy  amuse  and  delay  you  with  a  small  force  in  front  whilst 

"•Notfound. 
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he  re-enforces  the  Junction  with  his  main  body.  McDowell's  first  day's 
work  has  driven  the  enemy  beyond  Fairfax  Court  House.  The  Junction 
will  probably  be  carried  to-morrow. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Chablestown,  Va.,  July  18, 1861—1.30  a.  m. 

Colonel  Townsend,  Headquarters  of  the  Army: 

Telegram  of  to-night  [17th]  received.  Mine  gives  the  condition  of  my 
command.  Some  regiments  have  given  warning  not  to  serve  an  hour 
over  time.  To  attack  under  such  circumstances  against  the  greatly  su- 
perior force  at  Winchester  is  most  hazardous.  My  letter  of  16th  gives 
you  further  information.   Shall  I  attack  f 

R.  PATTERSON, 

( Repeated  same  dav.} 


Washinoton,  July  18,  1861. 

Major-General  Patterson. 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces,  &c.,  Charlestons,  Va, : 

I  have  certainly  been  expecting  you  to  beat  the  enemy.  If  not,  to 
hear  that  you  had  felt  him  strongly,  or,  at  least,  had  occupied  him  by 
threats  and  demonstrations.  You  have  been  at  least  his  equal,  and,  I 
suppose,  superior,  in  numbers.  Has  he  not  stolen  a  march  and  sent  re- 
enforcements  toward  Manassas  Junction  t  A  week  is  enough  to  win 
victories.  The  time  of  volunteers  counts  from  the  day  of  muster  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States.  You  must  not  retreat  across  the  Po- 
tomac If  necessary,  when  abandoned  by  the  short-term  volunteers^ 
intrench  somewhere  and  wait  for  re-enforcements. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Charlestown,  Va.,  July  18, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend  : 

Telegraph  of  to-day  received.  The  enemy  has  stolen  no  march  upon 
me.  I  have  kept  him  actively  employed,  and  by  threats  and  reconnais- 
sances in  force  caused  him  to  be  re-enforced.  I  have  accomplished  in 
this  respect  more  than  the  General-in-Chief  asked  or  could  well  be  ex- 
pected, in  face  of  an  enemy  far  superior  in  numbers,  with  no  line  of  com- 
munication to  protect   Our  future  post-office,  Sandy  Hook. 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Charlestown,  Va.,  July  18,  1861—1  p.  m. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Asst.  Adjl.  Gen.,  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  D.  0.  : 

I  have  succeeded,  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  General-in- 
Chief,  in  keeping  General  Johnston's  force  at.  Winchester.  A  recon- 
naissance in  force  on  Tuesday  caused  him  to  be  largely  re-enforced  from 
Strasburg. 

With  the  existing  feeling  and  determination  of  the  three  months' men 
to  return  home,  it  would  be  ruinous  to  advance,  or  even  to  stay  here, 
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without  immediate  increase  of  force  to  replace  them.  They  will  not 
remain. 

I  have  ordered  the  brigades  to  assemble  this  afternoon,  and  shall 
make  a  personal  appeal  to  the  troops  to  stay  a  few  days  until  I  can 
be  re-enforced.  Many  of  the  regiments  are  without  shoes;  the  Gov- 
ernment refuses  to  furnish  them ;  the  men  have  received  no  pay,  and 
neither  officers  nor  soldiers  have  money  to  purchase  with.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  cannot  ask  or  expect  the  three  months'  volunteers  to 
stay  longer  than  one  week.  Two  companies  of  Pennsylvania  volunteers 
were  discharged  to  day  and  ordered  home.  I  to-day  place  additional 
force  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  establish  communication  with  Maryland. 

I  send  Captain  Newton  to  prepare  for  its  defense. 

B.  PATTERSON, 


Ohablestown,  Va.,  July  18,  1861. 

Colonel  :  I  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  17th  instant.  Nothing  of 
importance  occurred  on  the  march.  The  principal  inhabitants  left  some 
ten  days  since,  anticipating  its  occupation  by  the  Federal  troops.  It 
was  till  our  arrival  the  location  of  a  band  of  secession  militia,  engaged 
in  pressing  into  service  the  young  meu  of  the  country. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  two  telegrams  from  the  General- 
in-Chief  of  the  17th  and  18th  instants,  both  looking  to  a  movement  and 
attack  upon  Winchester.  A  state  of  affairs  existed  which  the  General- 
in-Chief  is  not  aware  of,  though  in  some  respects  anticipated  by  his 
instructions  that  if  I  found  the  enemy  too  strong  to  attack,  to  threaten 
and  make  demonstrations  to  retain  him  at  Winchester.  I  more  than 
carried  out  the  wishes  of  the  General  in-Chief  in  this  respect 

Before  I  left  Martinsburg  I  was  informed  of  a  large  increase  to  John- 
ston's command,  and  the  visit  to  Winchester  of  the  leading  members  of 
the  Confederate  Army.  Just  before  General  McDowell  was  to  strike  I 
advanced  to  Bunker  Hill,  causing  surprise,  and,  I  have  since  learned,  an 
additional  increase  of  force. 

On  Tuesday  I  sent  out  a  reconnoitering  party  toward  Winchester. 
It  drove  in  the  enemy's  pickets,  and  caused  the  army  to  be  formed  iu 
line  of  battle,  anticipating  an  attack  from  my  main  force.  This  party 
found  the  road  barricaded  and  blocked  by  fallen  trees.  The  following 
day  I  left  for  this  place. 

Before  marching  from  Martinsburg  I  heard  of  the  mutterings  of 
many  of  the  volunteer  regiments,  and  their  expressed  determination 
not  to  serve  one  hour  after  their  term  of  service  should  expire.  I 
anticipated  a  better  expression  of  opinion  as  we  approached  the  enemy, 
and  hoped  to  hear  of  a  willingness  to  remain  a  week  or  ten  days.  I 
was  disappointed,  and  when  I  prepared  for  a  movement  to  the  front,  by 
an  order  for  the  men  to  carry  two  days'  provisions  in  their  haversacks, 
I  was  assailed  by  earnest  remonstrances  against  being  detained  over 
their  time— complaints  from  officers  of  want  of  shoes  and  other  cloth- 
ing— all  throwing  obstacles  in  the  way  of  active  operations.  Indeed. 
I  found  I  should,  if  I  took  Winchester,  be  without  men,  and  be  forced 
to  retreat,  and  thus  lose  the  fruits  of  victory.  Under  the  circumstances 
neither  I  nor  those  on  whom  I  could  rely  conld  advaucc  with  any  con- 
fidence. I  am,  therefore,  now  here  with  a  force  which  will  be  dwindling 
away  very  rapidly.    I  to-day  appealed  almost  in  vain  to  the  regiments 
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to  stand  by  the  country  for  a  week  or  ten  days.  The  men  are  longing 
for  their  homes,  and  nothing  can  detain  them. 

I  sent  Captain  Newton  to-day  to  Harper's  Ferry  to  arrange  for  de- 
fense and  re  establish  communication  with  Maryland ;  also,  the  Massa- 
chusetts regiment  The  Third  Wisconsin  will  soon  be  there.  Lieuten- 
ant Babcock  Has  been  at  Sandy  Hook  several  days,  trying  to  get  the 
canal  in  operation,  preparing  the  entrance  to  ford,  putting  in  operation 
a  ferry,  and  reconstructing  the  bridge.  Depots  for  all  supplies  will 
soon  be  established,  and  then  I  shall  cause  to  be  turned  in  the  camp 
equipage,  &c,  of  the  regiments,  and  to  that  place  I  shall  withdraw  if  I 
find  my  force  so  small  as  to  render  my  present  position  unsafe.  I  can- 
not intrench  sufficiently  to  defend  this  place  against  a  large  force. 

I  shall  direct  the  regiments  to  be  sent  to  Harrisburg  and  Philadel- 
phia to  be  mustered  out  by  Captain  Hastings,  Major  Ruff,  and  Captain 
Wharton. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  PATTERSON, 

Col.  B.  D.  Town  send, 

ArsL  Adjt.  Qen.,  U.  &  Army,  Washington  City. 


Chaelestown,  Va.,  July  19, 1861. 

Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington  City : 

Almost  all  the  three- months'  volunteers  refuse  to  serve 
over  their  term,  and  except  three  regiments  which  will  stay  ten  days 
the  most  of  them  are  without  shoes  and  without  pants.  I  am  com- 
pelled to  send  them  home,  many  of  them  at  once.  Some  go  to  Har- 
risburg, Some  to.  Philadelphia,  one  to  Indiana,  and  if  not  otherwise 
directed  by  telegraph,  I  shall  send  them  to  the  place  of  muster,  to  which 
I  request  rolls  may  be  sent,  and  Captain  Hastings,  Major  Ruff,  and 
Captain  Wharton  ordered  to  muster  them  out  They  cannot  march, 
and  unless  a  paymaster  goes  to  them,  they  will  be  indecently  clad  and 
have  just  cause  of  complaint. 

R.  PATTERSON, 


Chaelestown,  July  19, 1861. 

Lieut.  Gen.  W infield  Scott,  Commanding : 

General:  The  delay  iucident  even  to  telegraphic  communication, 
and  to  the  importance  of  retaining  this  line,  induces  me  to  dispatch  my 
aide-de-camp,  Major  Russell,  who  will  inform  you  fully  as  to  my  posi- 
tion, and  take  your  directions. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  PATTERSON, 
■General,  Commanding. 


Charlestown,  July  19,  1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend  : 

1  seut  Major  Russell  to  you  to  day  as  messenger.  The  Second  and 
Third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  demand  discharge,  and  I  send  them 
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home  to-morrow :  others  follow  immediately.  The  enemy,  from  last  in- 
formation, are  still  at  Winchester,  and  being  re-enforced  every  night.  I 
have  asked  Postmaster-General  to  establish  post-office  at  Harper's 
Ferry.   There  is  none  at  Sandy  Hook. 

K.  PATTERSON, 

Major- General 


Headquarters  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

Gharlestoum,  Pa.,  July  19, 1861. 

Colonel  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  yesterday*  the  com- 
manding general  directs  me  to  say  that  there  is  no  intention  or  desire 
to  retain  the  regiment  beyond  their  term  of  service  against  the  will  of 
the  members.  He,  however,  earnestly  desires  and  appeals  to  the  regi- 
ment to  remain  a  short  time  over  its  term,  to  enable  him  to  relieve  it 
without  the  great  injury  to  the  service  resulting  from  the  loss  of  a  large 
and  valuable  portion  of  this  command.  The  sudden  depletion  of  this 
force  jeopardizes  its  safety  and  the  interest  of  the  country,  which  your 
regiment  came  out  to  defend,  and  have  nobly  sustained.  In  his  appeal 
now  to  the  brave  he  feels  that  sacrifices  will  be  made  till  this  place  can 
be  safely  held  and  this  force  not  be  compelled  to  retire.  Re-enforcements 
are  promised  and  daily  expected,  and  as  rapidly  as  he  can  relieve  every 
regiment  which  desires  to  go  he  will  do  so.  He  knows,  too,  that  as 
long  as  danger  threatens  the  regiment  will  not  leave.  Can  you  give 
him  assurances  they  will  remain  till  he  can  safely  relieve  them,  which 
be  thinks  cannot  exceed -ten  days,  and  may  be  much  less  T 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant -General 

Col.  Lewis  Wallace, 

Comdg.  Eleventh  Indiana  Regt.,  Camp  near  Charleston™,  Va, 


General  Orders,  )      War  DepT,  Adj't-General's  Office, 

No.  46.  )  Washington,  July  19,  1861. 

J.  Major  General  Robert  Patterson,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
will  be  honorably  discharged  from  the  service  of  the  United  States  on 
the  27th  instant,  when  his  tour  of  duty  will  expire. 

Brevet  Major-General  Cadwalader,  also  of  the  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers, will  be  honorably  discharged  upon  the  receipt  of  this  order,  as 
his  term  of  service  expires  to-day. 

EL.  Major-General  Dix.  of  the  United  States  forces,  will  relieve 
Major-General  Banks,  of  the  same  service,  in  his  present  command, 
which  will  in  future  be  called  the  Department  of  Maryland,  Headquar- 
ters at  Baltimore. 

Upon  being  relieved  by  Major-General  Dix,  Major-General  Banks 

will  proceed  to  the  valley  of  Virginia,  and  assume  command  of  the 

army  now  under  Major-General  Patterson,  when  that  department  will 

be  called  the  Department  of  the  Shenandoah,  headquarters  in  the  field. 
•  •••••• 

By  order: 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant  General 

•  Not  found.  ~ 
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Special  Oeders,  \  Hdqes.  Dept.  op  Pennsylvania, 

No.  108.  j  Charlestown,  Va.,  July  20, 1861. 

All  troops  at  Martinsburg  or  on  their  way  thither  from  Williamsport 
are  directed  to  retrace  their  steps  at  once  and  to  return  to  their  former 
stations. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Patterson : 

F.  J.  PORTER,  A.  A.  O. 
Ohaelestown,  Va.,  <Tuly  20, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  To wnsend  : 

With  a  portion  of  his  force  Johnston  left  Winchester  by  the  road  to 
Millwood  on  the  afternoon  of  the  18th.  His  whole  force  was  about 
thirty -five  thousand  two  hundred. 

R.  PATTERSON. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  July  20, 1861. 

Major-Gen  eral  Patterson,  U.  8.  Army,  Charlestoton,  Va. : 

Five  Pennsylvania  regiments,  Colonel  Pained  Fourth  Wisconsin,  now 
at  Harrisburg,  and  four  regiments  from  this  city,  are  ordered  to  join 

yonr  army.   

E.  D.  TOWN  SEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Haeper's  Feeey,  July  21,  1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  TO  WNSEND: 

I  came  here  to-day.  Yesterday  Winchester  and  this  county  were  aban  - 
doned  by  all  armed  parties.  Johnston  left  for  Millwood,  to  operate  on 
McDowell's  right  and  to  turn  through  Loudoun  upon  me.  I  could  not 
follow.  The  only  active  troops  I  have  are  the  Second  Cavalry,  Double- 
day's,  Perkins',  Rhode  Island  Battery,  Second  Massachusetts,  Third 
Wisconsin  (not  fully  equipped),  Fourth  Connecticut  at  Hagerstown,  &c., 
Twelfth,  Nineteenth,  and  Twentieth  New  York.  All  others  are  bare- 
footed. Their  term  expires  in  a  few  days,  and  I  am  required  by  General 
Orders,  No.  — to  send  them  home.  Five  regiments  have  gone ;  four  go 
to-morrow,  ana  so  on.  The  Third  Wisconsin  will  be  placed  temporarily 
on  the  canal,  which  parties  have  lately  attempted  to  destroy,  and  will 
remain  till  I  am  provided  with  troops  for  active  service.  1  have  ordered 
the  hospital  depot,  &c,  at  Hagerstown  to  be  transferred  to  this  place, 
but  if  you  order  me  to  you,  will  countermand  the  order.  A  largo  force 
will  be  required  to  defend  this  place  against  an  active  foe.  I  hear  noth- 
ing of  the  Pennsylvania  Reserves.  Shall  I  join  you  with  all  my  effective 
force,  abandoning  this  place,  sending  home  the  three  months'  men,  and 
my  supplies  to  Washington  f 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

Headquarters,  July  22, 1861—1.30  a.  m. 

General  BANKS,  Baltimore,  Md.  : 

Proceed  to  Harper's  Ferry  and  relieve  General  Patterson,  turning  over 
your  present  command  to  General  Dix. 

W1NFIELD  SCOTT. 
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Harper's  Ferry,  July  23, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General)  Headquarters  Army  : 

My  train  is  crossing  the  river,  and  1  will  go  to  join  with  all  my  available 
force  unless  1  hear  from  you  by  immediate  return  dispatch. 

JR.  PATTERSON, 
\i.(iJor~  Generaly  Commanding 

Washington,  July  as,  1861—4.15  p.  in. 

To  General  Patterson,  Harper's  Ferry,  Va.: 

Your  force  is  not  wanted  here.  It  is  expected  you  will  hold  Harper's 
Ferrv  unless  threatened  by  a  force  well  ascertained  to  be  competent  to 
expel  you.  WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

Washington,  July  23, 1861—11.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  Banks, 

U,  8.  Army,  Commanding ;  dtc.  Harper's  Ferry : 

I  deem  it  useful,  perhaps  highly  important,  to  hold  Harper's  Ferry. 
It  will  probably  soon  be  attacked,  but  not,  I  hope,  before  I  shall  have 
sent  you  adequate  re  enforcements.  A  Connecticut  regiment  may  soon 
be  expected  by  you.   Others  shall  to-morrow  be  ordered  to  follow. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

Washington,  July  23, 1861—11.30  p.  in. 

Major-General  Banks,  Harper's  Ferry: 

The  following  information  has  just  been  received  from  A.  N.  Rankin, 
editor  of  Rep.  and  Transcript : 

There  are  nine  32-poundera,  four  44-poundera,  and  two  6- pounders,  aud  1,000  stand 
of  arms  at  Winchester,  with  hut  500  men,  raw  militia,  to  guard  the  same.  There  are 
also  about  1,000  tents  and  a  very  large  amount  of  powder,  balls,  and  shell. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  July  23, 1861. 
Brevet  Major- General  CADWALADER,  Hagcrstown,  Md. : 

My  Dear  General  :  I  inclose  an  army  order  cut  from  a  newspaper, 
which  contains  the  only  information  on  the  subject  which  has  reached 
these  headquarters.0  It  is  doubtless  genuine,  and  under  these  circum- 
stances neither  you  nor  I  can  make  any  movement  towards  Washington 
without  being  liable  to  the  imputation  of  seeking  service  or  thrusting 
ourselves  upon  the  administration. 

I  have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  consider  the  order  which  you 
sent  to  II age* i\s town  rescinded. 

Brigadier-General  Williams  will  leave  here  to-morrow  with  the  Tenth 
Regiment,  and  is  ordered  to  take  command  of  any  troops  he  may  find  at 
Hagerstown  and  conduct  them  to  Harrisbnrg. 

I  will  follow  you  as  soon  as  relieved. 

With  great  regard,  very  sincerely,  yours, 

K.  PATTERSON, 
Major- General,  Commanding, 

is  probably  to  General  Order,  No.  40,  of  July  ID,  p.  171. 

Digitized  by  Google 


174 


OPERATIONS  IN  MD.,  PA.,  VA.,  AND  W.  VA.       [Cbat.  IX. 


tarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  July  24, 1861^3  p.  m. 

Col.  B.  D.  Townsend  : 

While  awaiting  the  arrival  of  General  Hanks,  who  is  addressed  as 
commanding  here,  I  have  carefully  considered  the  telegram  of  11.30  p. 
m.  of  23d  from  the  General-in-Chief  to  him,  and  the  course  to  be  followed. 
Winchester  is  now  occupied  by  about  three  thousand  men.  It  is  true 
they  are  militia ;  more  in  number  than  the  effective  men  at  my  disposal. 
Th^ee-year8,  men  only  reliable.  A  proper  force  to  take  it  now  would 
strip  the  supplies  here  and  at  Sandy  Hook  of  reliable  protection.  I  con- 
sider the  occupation  of  Harper's  Ferry  with  the  small  force  here  as  haz- 
ardous, and  as  untenable  against  a  formidable  force  with  less  than  20,000 
men.  The  number  now  here  is  too  small  to  hold  Harper's  Ferry,  aud 
too  large  to  retreat  with  i  t'  forced  to  evacuate.  No  rc-eiiforecmeuts  heard 
of,  and  regiments  going  oft*  at  the  rate  of  two  to  four  per  day. 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

Ragerstown,  July  26, 1861. 

Col.  F.  J.  Porter. 

Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.y  Hdqrs.  Department  oj  Pennsylvania  : 

Sir  :  1  am  possessed  of  reliable  information  that  a  messenger  left  this 
place  for  Baltimore  with  a  dispatch  from  the  Confederate  Army  to  the 
rebels  in  Baltimore,  to  the  effect  that  their  generals  were  determined  to 
make  a  dash  at  some  point,  and  that  Beauregard  was  for  attacking 
Washington  and  General  Lee  was  for  Baltimore,  going  through  this 
State  at  this  point,  and  this  plan  was  adopted.  This  messenger  stated 
that  there  would  be  hell  to  pay  in  this  place  in  less  than  six  days,  and 
that  Baltimore  would  be  in  their  hands  without  the  slightest  doubt. 

This  messenger  left  here  on  the  night  of  the  23d,  and  stated  that  his 
dispatch  was  from  Governor  Pratt,  of  this  place. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

LEVI  WOODHOUSE, 
Colonel  Commanding  Fourth  Regiment  Connecticut  Volunteers. 

General  Orders,  \         Hdqrs.  Dep*t  of  Pennsylvania, 

No.  33.  J  Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  July  25,  1861. 

The  term  for  which  the  troops  from  Pennsylvania  were  called  into 
service  having  expired,  and  nearly  all  of  them  having  returned  to  their 
homes,  the  commanding  general,  by  direction  of  the  War  Department, 
relinquishes  the  command  of  this  department  on  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  service. 

The  commanding  general  regrets  to  leave  you.  It  is  with  satisfaction 
that  he  recalls  to  you  that  you  have  steadily  advanced  in  the  face  of  the 
enemy,  greatly  superior  in  numbers  and  artillery,  and  offered  battle, 
which  they  refused  until  protected  by  their  strong  intrenchments  at 
Winchester. 

You  have  done  all  that  was  possible  and  more  than  could  have  been 
expected  or  demanded,  and  if  advantage  has  not  been  taken  of  your 
sacrifices,  and  if  the  fruits  of  your  campaign  have  been  lost,  the  mult 
cannot  be  imputed  to  you. 

To  the  members  of  the  department  staff  he  tenders  his  thanks  for 
their  efficient  aid  and  devotion  to  duty. 

R.  PATTERSON, 
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General  Orders,  \     Hdqrs.  Dep>t  op  the  Shenandoah, 

No.  34.  jj  Harper's  Ferry,  Fa.,  July  25, 1861. 

By  virtue  of  orders  received  from  the  War  Department,  Maj.  Gen.  N . 
P.  Banks  hereby  assumes  command  of  this  department 
By  order  of  General  Banks : 

EOBT.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  November  1, 1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington : 

Sir  :  Believing  to  the  present  moment  that,  on  account  of  other 
persons,  a  public  examination  into  the  manner  in  which  the  affairs  of 
the  Department  of  Pennsylvania  while  under  my  command  were  con- 
ducted, and  that  the  publication  of  the  correspondence  with  and  orders 
to  me  of  the  General-in-Chief,  especially  connected  with  the  late  cam- 
paign in  Maryland  and  Virginia,  might  be  detrimental  to  the  interests 
of  the  service,  I  have  refrained  from  asking  for  an  investigation  or 
permission  to  publish  the  orders  by  which  I  was  controlled.  The  same 
reason  has  caused  me  studiously  to  avoid  verbal  statements  on  the 
subject  in  reply  to  numerous  inquiries. 

Charges  have  been  publicly  made  through  the  press  and  the  impres- 
sion created  that  the  design  of  the  campaign  was  not  carried  out  by 
me,  but  rather  deranged  by  my  neglect  or  violation  of  orders.  Inti- 
mations against  my  loyalty  have  been  insidiously  circulated.  From  the 
silence  of  my  immediate  commander  I  infer  he  does  not  design  to  re- 
lieve me  from  the  odium  attached  to  these  reports  and  rumors.  While 
I  am  willing,  if  the  general  good  demand  it,  to  suffer  personally,  and 
am  desirous  that  no  course  on  my  part  shall  prove  injurious  to  public 
interest,  yet  I  believe  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  question  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  I  executed  the  duties  intrusted  to  me  may  be  safely 
investigated,  so  that  the  failure  to  accomplish  certain  results  never 
anticipated  of  my  command  by  the  General-in-Chief,  until  he  saw  his 
defeat,  may  be  ascribed  to  the  real  cause.  Further  silence,  therefore, 
on  my  part  would  confirm  the  impression  that  I  plead  guilty  to  the 
charges  that  have  been  made  against  my  honor,  my  loyalty,  and  my 
military  capacity.  I  have  a  right  at  least  to  be  relieved  from  the  posi- 
tion in  which  my  long  silence,  caused  solely  by  an  earnest  desire  for 
the  success  of  our  cause,  has  left  me. 

In  presenting  this  my  application  for  a  court  of  inquiry,  or  permis- 
sion to  publish  my  correspondence  with  the  General-in-Chief,  I  claim 
and  am  ready  to  substantiate— 

1st.  That  if  the  General-in-Chief  ever  designed  my  command  to  enter 
upon  the  soil  of  Virginia  with  prospects  of  success,  he  destroyed  my 
power  when  greatest,  and  when  that  of  the  enemy  was  weakest,  by  re- 
calling to  Washington,  after  they  had  crossed  the  Potomac,  all  my 
regular  troops,  with  the  Rhode  Island  regiment  and  battery,  leaving 
me  but  a  single  company  of  cavalry,  which  had  not  then  been  one  month 
in  service,  and  entirely  destitute  of  artillery. 

2d.  That  the  General-in-Chief  forbade  my  advance,  and  compelled 
me  to  recall  to  Maryland  all  the  troops  which,  confident  of  success,  had 
crossed  the  Potomac  into  Virginia  in  execution  of  a  plan,  which  had 
been  submitted  to  him  and  had  received  his  cordial  approbation. 

3d.  That  for  a  long  time  the  General-in-Chief  kept  my  command  in  a 
crippled  condition,  and  demanded  my  advance  after  he  had  withdrawn 
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from  me  all  my  available  artillery,  aud  unly  after  the  enemy  had  had 
time  to  become  vastly  my  superior  in  artillery,  infantry,  and  cavalry, 
and  was  intrenched.  In  answer  to  my  earnest  appeals  he  re-euforced 
me  only  after  the  occasion  for  employing  re-euforcements  had  passed 
away. 

4th.  That  if  the  General-in-Chief  designed  me  to  do  more  than 
the  enemy  at  Winchester,  he  did  not  divulge  his  wish. 

5th.  That  if  the  General  in-Chief  expected  me  to  follow  to 
"  close  upou  the  heels  of  Johnston,"  he  ox]>ected  a  physical  impossi- 
bility ;  the  enemy  moving  part  of  the  way  by  rail  from  an  intermediate 
point,  while  our  army  was  on  foot,  entering  an  enemy's  country,  and 
guarding  a  heavy  train  and  a  depot  retained  by  him  in  an  improper 
place. 

6th.  The  General-in-Chief  forbade  pursuit  of  the  enemy  in  the  event 
that  ho  should  retire  towards  Manassas,  fearing  to  press  him  on  Wash- 
ington. 

7th.  That  1  was  informed  by  the  Geueral-iii-Chief  the  attack  on 
Mauassas  would  be  made  on  Tuesday,  the  l(itli  of  July,  instead  of  Sun- 
day, the  21st;  at  which  time  he  directed  me  to  make  such  a  demonstra- 
tion upon  Winchester  as  to  keep  the  enemy  at  that  place.  I  claim  that 
the  demonstration  was  made  on  that  day,  and  that  he  did  not  avail 
himself  of  the  fruits  of  that  movement,  as  he  had  expected  to  do.  All 
that  was  demanded  of  me,  and  more,  was  effected. 

8th.  That  if  the  army  I  had  commanded  had  attacked  Winchester  on 
Tuesday,  the  16th  of  July,  as  it  has  since  been  alleged  I  was  ordered  to 
do,  two  armies,  instead  of  one.  would  have  been  demoralized,  and  the 
enemy  would  have  turned  with  all  the  flush  of  victory  to  a  triumph  in 
front  of  Washington. 

Oth.  That  I  have  Buffered  additional  injustice  at  the  hands  of  the 
General-in-Chief,  who  sanctioned  and  fixed  the  impression  that  the 
enemy  at  Winchester  was  inferior  to  me  in  force  in  every  arm  of  serv- 
ice, and  yet  has  not  corrected  that  report,  although  he  knew  two  days 
after  the  battle  of  Bull  Run  that  siege  artillery  heavier  than  mine,  and 
three  times  as  numerous,  had  been  left  by  the  enemy  at  Winchester, 
while  a  greater  number  of  guns  had  been  carried  away. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

Philadelphia,  November  26, 1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  mir: 

Sir:  I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  refer  to 
my  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  and  give  it  your  early  attention.  I  cannot 
rcfraiu  from  intimating  a  confident  hope  that  my  application  for  a  court 
of  inquiry  will  meet  with  your  favorable  consideration,  and  that  an  order 
for  the  detail  will  bo  made  at  the  earliest  moment  consistent  with  the 
interests  of  the  service. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  PATTERSON, 

Major- General. 

War  Department,  November  30, 1861. 

General  R/  Patterson,  Philadelphia,  Pa. : 

General:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
26th  instant,  calling  my  attention  to  your  communication  of  the  1st  of 
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November,  which  contains  a  request  for  an  inquiry  into  the  late  cam- 
paign in  Virginia,  in  which  you  commanded  a  part  of  the  United  States 
forces.  Your  letter  did  not  reach  me  until  my  return  to  this  city,  and 
subsequent  to  the  departure  of  Lieutenant-General  Scott  to  Europe. 

There  appears  to  be  no  precedent  in  our  service  for  an  investigation 
or  trial  of  an  officer's  conduct  alter  he  has  received  an  honorable  dis- 
charge. The  inquiry  you  desire  to  have  instituted  would  equally  con- 
cern the  late  General-in-Chief,  and  as  it  appears  to  me,  in  justice  to  him, 
should  not  be  made  in  his  absence.  The  respect  I  have  always  enter- 
tained for  you,  as  well  as  the  friendly  relations  which  have  long  existed 
between  us,  would  claim  for  any  personal  request  from  you  the  most 
prompt  and  favorable  attention ;  but  in  my  public  capacity,  in  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  affairs,  I  cannot  convince  myself  that  my  duty  to  the 
Government  and  to  the  country  would  justify  me  in  acceding  to  your 
request.  I  must,  therefore,  reluctantly  decline  the  appointment  of  a 
court  of  inquiry  at  this  time. 

With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

SIMON  OAMEUON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


In  the  Senate  of  the  United  Sta' 


TES, 

17, 1861. 


Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested,  if  not  incompatible 
with  the  public  interest,  to  furnish  the  Senate  with  copies  of  the  corre- 
spondence between  Lieutenant-Geueral  Scott  and  Major-General  Patter- 
son, and  with  all  orders  from  the  former  to  the  latter,  from  the  16th  day 
of  April,  1861,  to  the  26th  day  of  July,  inclusive. 

Attest:  J.  W.  FORNEY,  Secretary. 

War  Department, 
Washington,  December  24, 186L 

Hon.  H.  Hamlin,  President  of  the  Senate: 

Sir:  In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  17th  instant,  I 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  Adjutant- General , 
from  which  it  will  be  perceived  that  it  is  not  deemed  compatible  with 
the  public  interest  at  this  time  to  furnish  the  correspondence  between 
Generals  Scott  and  Patterson,  as  called  for. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8IMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Iaelorar*.] 

Hdqrs.  op  the  Army.  Adjt.  Gen.'s  Office, 

Washington,  December  23, 1861. 

Hon.  Secretary  op  War,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
that,  after  due  consideration,  the  General-in-Chief  is  of  opinion  it  would 
be  "  incompatible  with  the  public  interest  to  furnish  the  Senate  with 
copies  of  the  correspondence  between  Lieu  tenant-General  Scott  and 
Major-General  Patterson,  and  with  all  orders  from  the  former  to  the 
latter  from  the  ICth  day  of  April,  1861,  to  the  23d  day  of  July,  inclusive," 
at  this  time,  as  called  for  in  the  resolution  of  December  17, 1861. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General. 

12  R  R  vol  n  ~ 
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New  York,  March  31, 1862. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War  : 

On  the  statement  of  Major-General  Patterson,  submitted  by  him  as 
evidence  to  the  honorable  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  I  beg  leave  to  remark — 

1.  That  his  statement,  148  long  pages,  closely  and  indistinctly  written, 
has  been  before  me  about  forty-eight  hours,  including  a  Sunday  when  I 
was  too  much  indisposed  to  work  or  to  go  to  church;  that  I  cannot 
write  or  read  at  night,  nor  at  any  time  except  by  short  efforts,  and  that 
I  have  been  entirely  without  help. 

2.  That,  consequently,  I  have  read  but  little  of  the  statement  and  volu- 
minous documents  appended,  and  have  bat  about  two  hoars  left  for 
comments  on  that  little. 

3.  The  documents  (mainly  correspondence  between  General  Patterson 
and  myself)  are  badly  copied,  being  hardly  intelligible  in  some  places 
from  the  omission  and  change  of  words. 

4.  General  Patterson  was  never  ordered  by  me,  as  he  seems  to  allege, 
to  attack  the  enemy  without  a  probability  of  success,  but  on  several  occa- 
sions he  wrote  as  if  he  were  assured  of  victory.  For  example,  June  12 
he  says  he  is  "  resolved  to  conquer,  and  will  risk  nothing;"  and  July  4, 
expecting  supplies  the  next  day,  he  adds,  as  soon  as  they  "  arrive  I  shall 
advance  to  Winchester,  to  drive  the  enemy  from  that  place."  Accord- 
ingly, he  issued  orders  for  the  movement  on  the  8th ;  next  called  a  coun- 
cil of  war,  and  stood  fast  at  Marti nsburg. 

5.  But  although  General  Patterson  was  never  specifically  ordered  to 
attack  the  enemy,  he  was  certainly  told  and  expected,  even  if  with 
inferior  numbers/to  hold  the  rebel  army  in  his  front  on  the  alert,  and 
to  prevent  it  from  ro-enforcing  Manassas  Junction  by  means  of  threat- 
ening maneuvers  and  demonstrations— results  often  obtained  in  war 
with  half  numbers. 

6.  After  a  time  General  P.  moved  upon  Bunker  Hill,  and  then  fell  off 
upon  Charlestown,  whence  he  seems  to  have  made  no  other  demonstra- 
tion that  did  not  look  like  a  retreat  out  of  Virginia.  From  that  move- 
ment Johnston  was  at  liberty  to  join  Beauregard  with  any  part  of  the 
army  of  Winchester. 

7.  General  P.  alludes  with  feeling  to  my  recall  from  him  back  to  Wash- 
ington, after  the  enemy  had  evacuated  Harper's  Ferry,  of  certain  troops 
sent  to  enable  him  to  take  that  place;  but  the  recall  was  necessary  to 
prevent  the  Government  and  capital  from  falling  into  the  enemy's  hands. 
His  inactivity,  however,  from  that  caase  need  not  have  been  more  than 
temporary,  for  he  was  soon  re-enforced  up  to  at  least  the  enemy's  max- 
imum number  in  the  Winchester  Valley,  without  leading  to  a  battle  or 
even  a  reconnaissance  in  force. 

8.  He  also  often  called  for  batteries  and  rifled  cannon  beyond  oar 
capacity  to  supply  at  the  moment,  and  so  in  respect  to  regular  troops, 
one  or  more  regiments.  He  might  as  well  have  asked  for  a  brigade  of 
elephants.  Till  some  time  later  we  had  for  the  defense  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  its  capital  but  a  few  companies  of  regular  foot  and  horse,  and 
not  half  the  number  of  troops,  including  all  descriptions,  if  the  enemy 
had  chosen  to  attack  ns. 

9.  As  connected  with  this  subject,  I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to  notice 
the  charge  made  against  me  on  the  floors  of  Congress,  that  I  did  not 
stop  Brigadier-General  McDowell's  movement  upon  Manassas  Junction 
after  1  had  been  informed  of  the  re-enforcement  sent  thither  from  Win- 
chester, though  urged  to  do  so  by  one  or  more  members  of  the  Cabinet. 
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Now,  it  was  at  the  reception  of  that  news  too  late  to  call  off  the  troops 
from  the  attack,  and,  besides,  though  opposed  to  the  movement  at  first, 
we  had  all  become  animated  and  sanguine  of  success,  and  it  is  not  true 
that  I  was  urged  by  anybody  in  authority  to  stop  the  attack,  which  was 
commenced  as  early,  I  think,  as  the  18th  of  July. 

10.  I  have  but  time  to  say  that  among  the  disadvantages  under  which 
I  have  been  writing  are  these :  I  have  not  had  within  reach  one  of  my 
own  papers  and  not  an  officer  who  was  with  me  at  the  period  in  question. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  committee. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Capt.  James  H.  Simpson,  U.  8.  Topographical  Engineers. 

Hdqbs.  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

Martinsburg,  Va.,  July  4, 1861. 

Major  :  I  have  to  report  that  the  column  under  General  Patterson 
crossed  the  Potomac  from  Williamsport  into  Virginia  on  the  morning 
of  the  2d,  and  encamped  the  same  night  at  Hainesville,  on  Hoke's  Run, 
twelve  miles  distant.  The  main  column,  under  General  Patterson,  con- 
sisting of  probably  three  fourths  of  the  command,  took  the  most  direct 
route.  The  balance  of  the  command,  under  the  command  of  General 
Negley,  and  which  I  accompanied,  took  a  more  circuitous  route,  the 
object  being  to  sweep  the  whole  country.  We  met  the  enemy  on  both 
routes,  but  they  could  not  withstand  the  force  of  our  array,  and,  after 
exchanging  some  shots,  fled  precipitately.  The  next  morning  we  started 
for  this  city,  which  we  reached  yesterday  before  noon,  our  entry  being 
of  the  most  gallant  character,  and  the  citizens  generally  receiving  us 
with  cheers  of  gratulations  and  sweet  smiles  of  approbation.  The 
enemy  in  a  small  body  is  posted,  or  were  yesterday,  about  two  and  one- 
half  miles  from  us  on  the  Winchester  road,  but  they  will  not  be  per- 
mitted to  remain  there  long.  To  day  our  train  has  gone  to  Williams- 
port  to  obtain  supplies.  The  main  body  of  the  enemy  is  represented  as 
being  intrenched  about  seven  miles  from  us  on  the  Winchester  road. 
They  are  variously  estimated  by  the  citizens  of  the  country  from  7,000 
to  20,000  strong.   We  probably  are  about  10,000  strong. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

( 'nntni  n     Tihnnnr/irihifn  I  ^M/MUMfg 

Maj.  Hartman  Baohe, 

Comdg.  Corps  Topographical  Engineers,  Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Col  George  H.  Thomas,  Second  U.  S.  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  1st  Brio.,  1st  Drv.,  Patterson's  Column, 
Camp  near  Martinsburg,  Va.,  July  3,  1861 . 
Sir  :  £  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  First  Brigade,  under  my  command,  in  the  encounter  with 
the  enemy  on  the  2d  instant   About  one  mile  in  advance  of  Falling 
Waters,  on  the  road  from  Williamsport,  Md.,  to  Martinsburg,  Va.,  Col- 
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onel  Abercrombie,  in  command  of  the  leading  brigade,  wag  met  by  the 
enemy,  who  had  taken  a  position  in  a  body  of  timber,  and  opposed  bis 
advance  with  much  determination,  using  both  artillery  and  infantry. 
My  brigade  being  the  next,  1  brought  it  iuto  line  on  the  left  of  the  road, 
one  section  of  Perkins'  Battery  being  thrown  forward,  sup]>orted  by  the 
Twenty-third  liegimeut  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  (Colonel  Dare),  com- 
pletely outflanking  the  enemy's  right  After  a  few  discharges  from  the 
artillery  the  enemy  retreated,  hotly  pursued  both  by  Abercrombie's 
Brigade  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  mine  on  the  left,  for  more  than 
three  miles.  The  Twenty-first  liegimeut  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  (Col- 
onel Ballier)  deployed  as  skirmishers,  supported  by  the  Sixth,  Colonel 
Nagle,  passed  over  their  camp,  which  had  been  abandoned  in  much  dis- 
order and  haste. 

The  artillery,  supported  by  the  Twenty-third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
advanced  along  the  road,  until  halted  by  the  general's  orders,  and  my 
brigade  went  into  camp  upon  part  of  the  ground  previously  occupied 
by  the  enemy  on  Hoke's  Run.  Two  companies  of  the  Second  Cavalry, 
Captains  Whiting  and  Royall,  were  held  in  reserve,  as  I  hoped  that  I 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  charging  the  enemy  after  the  retreat  com- 
menced ;  but  no  such  opportunity  was  offered,  on  account  of  the  broken 
and  wooded  nature  of  the  country  over  which  we  had  to  operate. 

There  were  no  casualties  in  my  brigade.  One  hundred  and  fifty  tents 
were  found  in  the  enemy's  camps  and  destroyed;  also  a  large  quantity 
of  forage,  as  we  had  no  means  of  transporting  either.  It  gives  me  much 
pleasure  to  say  that  the  troops  behaved  with  the  utmost  coolness  and 
precision  during  the  engagement.  I  herewith  submit  reports  of  Cap- 
tains Perkins  and  Hudson,  in  command  of  separate  sections  of  artillery. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Colonel  Second  Cavalry f  Commanding  First  Brigade. 

Ma  i  F.  J.  Porter, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  Hdqre.  Department  of  Pennsylvania. 


No.  4. 

Report  of  Lieut.  D.  D.  Perking,  Fourth  U.  8.  Artillery. 

Camp  near  Martinsburg,  Va.,  July  4, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my  operations 
in  the  affair  of  the  2d  instant.  My  battery  of  light  artillery,  Company 
1<\  of  the  Fourth  Regiment,  U.  S.  Army,  having  been  assigned  by  sec- 
tions to  the  different  columns,  I  remained  with  the  center  section  (Lieu- 
tenant Martin's),  composed  of  two  6-pounder  guns.  A  few  miles  after 
crossing  the  Potomac  firing  commenced  on  the  right,  with  Colonel  Ab- 
ercrombie's brigade,  and  by  direction  of  Col.  George  H.  Thomas,  com- 
manding brigade  to  which  I  had  been  assigned,  I  proceeded  as  rapidly 
as  possible  to  the  fiont,  and  took  position  in  a  wheat  field  on  the  left  of 
the  main  road.  Here,  uot  finding  any  occasion  to  place  my  guns  in  bat- 
tery. I  passed  on.  inclining  to  the  right  through  several  fields,  up  to  a 
thick  wood,  which  afforded  cover  for  a  body  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers. 
With  the  assistance  of  Colonel  Dare  and  Colonel  Ballier,  commanding 
regiments,  in  support,  this  place  was  soon  cleared,  and  I  moved  along 
the  edge  of  the  wood,  when,  by  direction  of  Colonel  Thomas,  who  vis- 
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ited  my  section  at  that 
in  it  thereafter. 

A  quarter  of  a  mile  beyond  the  point  where  I  entered  the  road,  I  was 
informed  at  a  farm  house  that  a  considerable  force  of  the  rebels  had 
passed  about  ten  minutes  before.  Striking  into  a  gallop,  I  took  my  sec- 
tion as  far  ahead  of  its  support  as  I  dared,  and  halted  until  I  could  get 
Bight  of  its  approach.  Immediately  I  was  visited  by  two  officers  of  the 
enemy.  I  went  out  to  meet  them.  We  brought  our  horses  together, 
and  shook  hands  quite  cordially,  when  they  asked  me  what  company  1 
belonged  to  and  how  far  "  the  boys  "  wore  behind.  I  answered  so  as  to 
allay  any  suspicion  they  might  have  that  I  was  not  one  of  their  own 
party,  and  endeavored  to  detain  them,  for  neither  I  nor  my  section  were 
provided  with  small-amis.  At  first  they  appeared  satisfied  that  my 
pieces  formed  a  part  of  their  own  flying  artillery.  Suddenly  they  some- 
how discovered  their  error,  and,  bending  over  their  horses'  necks,  ran 
away  at  the  utmost  speed.  As  soon  as  could  be  done  in  a  narrow  road, 
I  put  my  pieces  in  battery  and  discharged  some  canister  then  some 
spherical  case-shot,  at  them  and  their  retreating  friends,  with  what  effect 
1  do  not  know.   I  then  returned  to  camp. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  D.  PERKINS. 
First  Lieut  Fourth  Artillery,  Comdg.  Co.  F,  Fourth  Artillery. 

Col.  G.  H.  Thomas,  Commanding  First  Brigade. 


No.  5. 
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Second  Division  Headquarters, 
Camp  Brown,  Martinsburg,  Va.,  July  8, 1861. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  reports  of  the  First 
Regiment  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  Col.  John  0.  Starkweather,  and  the 
Eleventh  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Col.  P.  Jarre tt,  received 
through  Col.  J.  J.  Abercrombie,  officer  commanding  Sixth  Brigade,  Sec- 
ond Division,  TJ.  S.  Army.  The  details  are  given  so  clearly,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  dilate  upon  that  subject 

The  enemy  had  the  advantage  of  position  and  local  information. 
Posted  so  as  to  command  the  approach  of  the  brigade  under  Colonel 
Abercrombie,  they  opened  fire  near  Hoke's  Run,  beyond  Falling  Waters, 
six  miles  from  Williamsport,  Md.  The  Wisconsin  regiment,  in  the  ad- 
vance, promptly  responded  to  the  attack,  supported  by  the  Eleventh 
Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  until  Captain  Perkins'  battery  was 
placed  in  position.  When  united,  a  galling  lire  was  opened  upon  them. 
Captain  McMullin's  Rangers,  the  First  City  Troop,  Captain  James,  and 
Colonel  Thomas'  command  maintained  a  position  under  fire  with  great 
firmness. 

Col.  J.  J.  Abercrombie,  commanding  the  brigade,  deserves  great 
credit  for  the  skill  and  the  masterly  manner  in  which  he  handled  the 
troops.  I  beg  you  will  report  him  favorably  to  the  War  Department. 
The  presence  of  the  commanding  general,  Maj.  Gen.  Robert  Patterson, 
and  staff,  was  of  essential  service.  It  infused  life  and  spirit  into  the 
different  commands.  With  the  eye  of  the  commander  upon  them,  they 
acted  bravely  and  with  great  steadiness,  considering  the  short  time  of 
service  and  with  inexperienced  volunteers. 
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The  loss  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  was  large,  estimated  from  60  to  80 
killed  and  a  large  number  wounded.  Our  loss,  2  killed ;  13  wounded ; 
1  missing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  KEIM, 
Major  General,  Comdg.  Second  Div.  Pennsylvania  Volt. 

Col.  P.  J.  Porter,  Department  of  Pennsylvania. 


No.  6. 

Report  of  Col  J.  J.  Abercrombie,  Seventh  U.  8.  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Sixth  Brigade,  July  8, 1861. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  reports  of  Colonels  Stark- 
weather  and  Jarrett,  of  the  First  Wisconsin  and  Eleventh  Pennsylvania 
Eegiments,  relative  to  the  combat  of  the  2d  of  this  mouth.  The  troops 
composing  the  Sixth  Brigade,  including  Captain  McMullin's  Hangers, 
acquitted  themselves  with  much  credit,  both  to  officers  and  men.  Cap- 
tain Hudson's  section  of  the  Light  Battery,  and  the  City  Troop,  under 
Captain  James,  aided  materially  in  driving  the  enemy  from  the  field. 

With  trifling  exceptions,  much  praise  is  due  the  Pennsylvania  Elev- 
enth, Colonel  Jarrett,  and  Wisconsin  First,  Colonel  Starkweather.  The 
colonels  of  these  regiments  displayed  great  coolness  and  activity  in  get- 
ting and  maintaining  their  positions  in  line  to  the  close  of  the  conflict. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABERCROMBIE? 
Col.  Seventh  Infantry,  Comdg.  Sixth  Brig.  Volunteer  Militia, 

Maj.  Fitz-John  Porter, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Headquarters  Department  Pennsylvania. 


No.  7. 

Report  of  Col  John  C.  Starkweather,  First  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  1st  Regt.  Wis.  Vols.,  2d  Drv.,  6th  Brio., 

Martinsburg%  Fa.,  July  4,  1861. 

Dear  Sir  s  I  have  the  honor  of  reporting  for  your  information  aud 
that  of  the  War  Department,  that  on  the  2d  day  of  July.  186L  when 
en  route  for  Martinsburg,  within  a  short  distance  of  Hoke's  Run,  at 
about  10  o'clock  a.  m.  of  that  day,  First  Regiment  Wisconsin  Volunteers 
being  in  advance  of  the  column's  main  body,  I  detailed  Company  B, 
Capt  H.  A.  Mitchell,  to  deploy  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  road  as 
skirmishers  in  advance  of  the  column,  being  sustained  on  the  road  by 
the  cavalry.  After  such  deployment  had  been  made  and  an  advance 
forward  of  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  firing  was  heard  in  continued 
long  volleys  from  a  large  body  of  the  enemy's  troops,  which  was  well 
replied  to  by  Company  B  and  McMullin's  Rangers.  The  strength  of 
the  enemy  being  too  great,  however,  for  the  skirmishers  engaged,  I  de- 
ployed Company  A,  Capt.  George  B.  Bingham,  to  their  assistance,  and 
kept  them  all  in  position,  doing  great  execution,  until  ordered  to  fall 
back  slowly,  so  as  to  allow  the  artillery  to  work  more  effectually,  who 
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bad  in  the  mean  time  been  placed  in  position  on  the  right  The  com- 
panies rallied  upon  the  center,  and  fell  back  slowly  and  in  perfect  order 
keeping  up  their  firing  upon  tne  enemy,  and  after  reaching  the  head  oi 
column  I  deployed  the  whole  right  wing,  Companies  A,  B,  O,  D,  and  Bf 
assisted  by  Company  F,  of  left  wing,  upon  the  enemy's  left  front  as 
skirmishers,  sending  at  the  same  time  the  balance  of  the  regiment  by 
companies  to  the  front  by  the  road.  The  skirmishers,  sustained  by  the 
left  four  companies,  turned  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy,  and  with  the 
assistance  of  the  artillery,  drove  the  enemy's  right  flank  in.  and  routed 
them  from  the  woods.  The  whole  regiment  was  then  rallied  on  the 
color  company,  and  deployed  immediately  to  the  frout  and  in  advance 
of  the  column  as  skirmishers,  sustaining  such  position  until  a  halt  was 
made  by  the  whole  column.  My  regiment  was  most  handsomely  sus 
rained  in  the  outset  by  the  artillery  and  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Regi- 
ment Volunteers,  Colonel  Jarrett,  and  afterwards  by  them  and  othex 
troops  in  the  column. 

The  field  officers,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harris,  Major  Lane,  and  Ad- 
jutant Poole,  are  entitled  from  me  to  great  praise  for  their  promptness 
and  great  efficiency  in  the  skirmish.  Officers  and  men  all  behaved 
with  the  utmost  bravery,  and  are  entitled  to  great  credit  as  raw  troops. 

The  casualties  consist  in  the  death  of  Private  George  Drake,  of  Com- 
pany A  ;  Sergeant  W.  M.  Graham,  Company  B,  dangerously  wounded, 
being  shot  in  three  separate  places;  Color  Serjeant  Fred.  Hutching, 
wounded  in  the  leg,  belongs  to  Company  E,  color  company ;  Privates 
William  Matthews,  P.  O.  rummer,  and  Henry  Young,  of  Company  G, 
wounded ;  first  two  in  the  legs,  other  in  the  head :  and  Sol.  Wyse,  ot 
Company  K,  taken  prisoner  by  the  enemy's  cavalry  on  the  extreme 
right  of  skirmishers,  when  deployed  to  the  front,  just  as  a  halt  was 
ordered  and  a  rally  being  made  on  the  center. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  to  command, 

JOHN  C.  STARKWEATHER, 
Colonel,  Com  do  First  Regiment  Wisconsin  Volunteers, 

Colonel  Abercrombie,  Commanding  Brigade. 


No.  8. 

Report  of  Col  P.  Jarrett,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

Hdqbs.  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

Camp  near  Martinsburg,  July  3,  1861. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  part  taken  by  my  command 
in  the  engagement  of  yesterday  morning.  The  regiment  being  formed 
in  the  woods  to  the  right  of  the  turnpike,  I  detached  Companies  A,  B, 
and  C  as  skirmishers,  with  a  view  of  outflanking  the  enemy,  whose  cav- 
alry were  making  a  demonstration  in  that  direction,  and  moved  forward, 
maintaining  a  fire  against  the  enemy,  who  retired  as  I  advanced  until  I 
reached  the  point  where  I  rejoined  the  left  of  the  regiment.  The  loss  in 
this  part  of  the  command  was  one  wounded. 

At  the  same  time  the  remainder  of  the  regiment,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Coulter,  was  advanced  by  him  in  line  (Companies  D 
and  E  being  extended  upon  the  right  as  skirmishers),  with  a  view  of 
turning  the  enemy's  guns  upon  the  road.  In  this  manner  he  moved 
forward  upon  the  open  ground  for  about  one  mile,  keeping  up  a  very 
brisk  fire  with  the  enemy  until  the  woods  to  the  right  of  then*  guns  were 
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reached,  from  which,  however,  tueir  guns  had  by  that  tune  been 
removed.  The  loss  in  this  part  of  the  command  was  one  killed  and 
eight  wonnded.  Then,  closing  in  my  line.  I  reunited  the  regiment,  and 
there  being  no  occasion  for  further  operations  in  that  direction,  rejoined 
the  remainder  of  the  brigade  upon  the  road. 

The  officers  and  men  behaved  well,  and  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  say 
that  each  one  performed  his  duty  to  my  entire  satisfaction.  I  am  also 
happy  to  state  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Coulter  and  Major  Earnest  de- 
serve much  credit  for  the  able  manner  in  which  they  brought  their  com- 
mand into  action. 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

P.  JARRETT, 

Col.  J.  J.  Abergrombie, 


No.  9. 

Report  of  Capt.  Edward  McK.  Hudson,  Fourteenth  U.  8.  Infantry. 

Camp  near  Martinsburo,  Virginia,  July  4, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  the  first  section,  one 
12-pounder  howitzer  and  one  6-pounder  gun,  of  Light  Company  P,  Fourth 
Artillery,  under  my  command  on  the  2d  instant 

The  section  was  attached  to  Colonel  Abercrombiets  brigade,  and 
crossed  the  Potomac  in  rear  of  the  advanced  infantry  about  4.16  a.  m. 
After  proceeding  some  four  miles  along  the  road,  the  infantry  being  de- 
ployed to  the  right  and  left,  a  sharp  lire  opened  upon  our  right  wing 
from  a  thick  wood.  I  brought  my  pieces  into  battery  on  high  ground 
to  the  right  of  the  road,  and  threw  a  few  rounds  of  shell  and  shrapnel 
into  the  edge  of  the  wood  and  at  a  house  near  by,  from  the  garden  of 
which  some  of  the  rebel  fire  seemed  to  proceed.  The  infantry  were  at 
the  same  time  pouring  a  well-sustained  fire  into  the  wood,  from  which 
the  enemy  soon  retreated.  My  section  then  advanced  with  the  brigade, 
and  was  placed  in  position  at  several  commanding  points  on  either  side 
of  the  road.  Nothing,  however,  occurred  until  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
borhood of  Haiuesville.  I  was  advancing  on  a  narrow  part  of  the  road 
in  column  of  pieces,  wheu  a  company  of  some  seventy-five  of  the  rebels, 
whom  I,  from  their  gray  uniform,  at  first  took  for  Wisconsin  troops, 
opened  a  very  hot  fire  at  the  distance  of  some  three  hundred  yards.  I 
brought  my  howitzer  into  battery,  and  dispersed  them  with  a  single 
canister.  At  that  moment  two  guns  opened  fire  upon  me  from  a  point 
beyond  and  some  distance  to  the  left. 

By  this  time  my  6-pounder  was  ready  for  action,  and  two  or  three 
rounds  from  each  piece  silenced  the  fire  of  the  rebel  battery.  After 
advancing  a  short  distance  beyond  the  village  I  was  directed  to  halt, 
as  already  the  place  selected  for  camp  was  passed. 

During  the  whole  day,  the  First  City  Troop,  Captain  James,  accom- 
panied, supported,  and  protected  my  section. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient,  servant. 

EDW.  McK.  HUDSON, 

Capt  D.  D.  PERKINS,  Captain,  Commanding  Battery. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Chat.  H.|  OPERATIONS  IN  SHENANDOAH  VALLEY.  185 

NO.  10. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  C.  8.  Army.* 

Headquarters,  Darkesville,  July  4, 1861. 

General  :  I  respectfully  transmit  herewith  Colonel  Jackson's  report 
of  his  operations,  including  those  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stuart's  Cav- 
alry, on  the  2d  and  3d  instants.  This  report  gives  most  satisfactory 
evidence  of  the  skill  of  these  two  officers  and  the  efficiency  of  the  troops 
under  their  command.  Each  of  these  two  officers  has,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities,  been  exercising  the  command  corresponding 
to  the  next  grade  above  the  commission  he  holds,  and  proved  himself 
fully  competent  to  such  command.  I  therefore  respectfully  recommend 
that  Colonel  Jackson  be  promoted  without  delay  to  the  grade  of  briga- 
dier-general, and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stuart  to  that  of  colonel. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 
Brigadier  General,  G.  8.  Army. 

General  COOPER,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General., 


No.  11. 

Report  of  Col  T.  J.  Jackson,  0.  &  Army,  Commanding  First  Brigade. 

Headquarters  First  Brigade, 

Darkesville,  July  3, 1861. 

Colonel  :  About  7$  a.  m.  yesterday  I  received  a  note  at  Camp  Ste- 
phens from  Lieut  OoL  J.  B.  B.  Stuart,  of  the  Virginia  Cavalry,  to  the 
effect  that  the  Federal  troops  were  four  and  one-half  miles  in  advance. 
Having  received  instructions  from  you  not  to  fall  back  unless  the  enemy 
were  in  force,  but  having  assured  myself  of  his  being  in  force  to  retire 
under  cover  of  our  cavalry,  I  immediately  ordered  forward  Colonel  Har- 
per's regiment  and  Captain  Pendleton's  battery,  and  gave  the  necessary 
instructions  for  moving  the  baggage  to  the  rear  should  it  be  necessary, 
and  for  advancing  other  regiments  should  it  be  desirable ;  Colonel  Gor- 
don being  instructed  to  guard  the  baggage.  After  advancing  a  short 
distance  I  left  three  pieces  of  the  battery.  On  reaching  the  vicinity  of 
Falling  Waters  I  found  Federal  troops  in  the  position  indicated  by  Col- 
onel Stuart  I  directed  Colonel  Harper  to  deploy  two  of  his  companies, 
under  command  of  Major  Baylor,  to  the  right  The  enemy  soon  ad- 
vanced, also  deployed,  and  opened  their  fire,  which  was  returned  by  our 
skirmishers  with  such  effect  as  to  force  those  of  the  enemy  back  on  their 
reserve.  From  a  house  and  barn  which  we  took  possession  of  an  appar- 
ently deadly  fire  was  poured  on  the  advancing  foe  until  our  position  was 
being  turned,  when,  in  obedience  to  my  instructions,  Colonel  Harper  grad- 
ually fell  back.  Soon  the  enemy  opened  with  his  artillery,  which  Cap- 
tain Pendleton,  after  occupying  a  good  position  in  rear  and  waiting  until 
the  advance  sufficiently  crowded  the  road  in  front,  replied  to  with  a  solid 
shot,  which  entirely  cleared  the  road  in  front. 

Having  ordered  the  quartermaster,  Maj.  John  A.  Harman,  to  move  the 
baggage  to  the  rear,  as  I  had  satisfied  myself  that  the  enemy  were 
in  force,  and  that  my  orders  required  me  to  retire,  1  continued  to  fall 

•  See  also  Johnston's  report  (No.  81)  of  the  Bull  Run  campaign. 
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back,  checking  the  Federal  forces,  who  were  advancing  through  the 
fields  in  line  and  through  the  woods  as  skirmishers,  eudeavoring  to  out- 
flank me,  by  means  of  our  deployed  troops  and  an  occasional  fire  from 
the  gun.  Colonel  Allen's  regiment,  and  also  Colonel  Preston's,  in  obe 
dience  to  orders  from  me,  advanced  to  support  Colonel  Harper,  if  neces- 
sary, and  once  Colonel  Allen's  took  a  position  for  the  purpose  of  check- 
ing the  advance,  but  it  was  not  brought  into  action,  as  my  purposes  were 
accomplished  without  it 

Previous  to  my  arrival  at  the  position  where  the  skirmishing  com- 
menced, Colonel  Stuart,  leaving  Captain  White  with  his  company  to 
watch  the  enemy,  had  with  the  rest  of  his  command  moved  forward  for 
the  purpose  of  turning  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy,  and  if  practicable 
capturing  his  advance.  Fearing  lest  Colonel  Stuart  should  be  cut  off,  I 
sent  a  message  to  him  that  I  would  make  a  stand  about  one  and  a  half 
miles  in  advance  of  Martinsburg,  where  I  requested  him  to  join  me.  Soon 
after  I  had  posted  my  infantry  and  artillery  Colonel  Stuart  joined  me. 
The  enemy  halted  at  Camp  Stephens  for  the  night  Leaving  Colonel 
Stuart  in  advance  of  Martinsburg,  I  encamped  two  and  a  half  miles  this 
side,  at  Big  Spring,  where  1  remained  until  I  received  your  order  this 
morning  to  join  you  at  this  place.  Only  one  regiment  and  one  piece  of 
artillery  of  my  command  were  brought  into  action. 

Colonel  Harper  reports : 

I  carried  but  three  hundred  and  eighty  men  of  my  re^mentinto  the  fight,  of  whom 


eleven  are  wounded  and  nine  are  missing ;  several  are  believed  to  have  been  left  < 
upon  the  ground.  The  enemy's  loss  was  much  greater.  One  of  my  skirmishing  com- 
panies, in  Its  advance  upon  the  orchard  upon  the  left  of  the  road,  found  eight  dead 
bodies  of  the  enemy.  The  fire  upon  the  advancing  line  of  the  enemy  in  our  front  was 
also  quite  effective.  A  field  officer  was  seen  to  fall  from  his  horse,  and  one  of  my  field 
officers,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harman,  in  charge  of  the  companies  at  the  house  and 
barn,  reports  that  he  saw  as  many  as  fourteen  men  carried  to  the  rear  in  blankets. 


Colonel  Stuart  reports  his  capture  of  an  entire  company  (the  Fifteenth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers),  with  the  exception  of  the  captain.  Three,  re- 
sisting, were  killed.  He  further  reports  that  "  one  of  the  enemy  was 
killed  by  a  negro  of  Captain  Carter's  and  one  of  Captain  Patrick's  com- 
pany." The  following  is  his  list  of  prisoners :  Forty-three  privates,  Fif- 
teenth Pennsylvania  Volunteers;  one  second  lieutenant,  one  surgeon, 
one  (position  not  known),  but  all  of  the  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers ;  one  private  First  Wisconsin  Volunteers ;  two  privates  Second  U. 
S.  Cavalry,  mounted  and  equipped ;  making  a  total  of  forty -nine.  He 
reports  one  wounded  and  two  missing.  The  enemy,  he  states,  entered 
Martinsburg  at  12  m.  to-day. 

Colonel  Stuart  and  his  command  merit  high  praise,  and  I  may  here 
remark  that  he  has  exhibited  those  qualities  which  are  calculated  to  make 
him  eminent  in  his  arm  of  the  service.  He  speaks  of  Messrs.  Swan  and 
Brien,  citizens  of  Maryland,  deserving,  as  usual,  great  credit 

Among  the  reasons  which  induced  me  to  advance  on  the  enemy  may 
be  mentioned  a  desire  to  capture  him  should  his  strength  not  exceed  a 
few  hundred,  and  should  he  appear  in  force,  to  hold  him  in  check  until 
the  baggage  wagons  should  be  loaded  and  move  in  column  to  the  rear. 
Great  credit  is  due  to  the  officers  and  men  for  the  admirable  manner  in 
which  they  discharged  their  respective  duties. 
I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Colonel,  Virginia  Volunteers,  Commanding, 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  E.  Smith, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  C.  S.  Army. 
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JULY  ft, 

REPORTS. 

No.  1.— Capt.  8.  W.  Fisk,  Crescent  Rifles,  Louisiana  Infantry. 
No.  2. — Capt.  Robert  C.  Btanard,  Howitzer  Company,  C..8. 
No.  3.  -  Capt.  William  Collin*,  Halifax  Catawba  Troop. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Capt.  8.  W.  Fisk,  Crescent  Rifles,  transmitted  by  Major  Rightor 
and  Brigadier  General  May  ruder,  C.  8.  Army. 

Young's  Mills,  Va.,  July  5, 1861. 

Sir:  A  detachment  of  men,  consisting  of  one  hundred  infantry,  one 
howitzer,  and  about,  fifteen  or  twenty  cavalry,  left  last  night,  about  mid- 
night, under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dreux.  We  advanced 
in  the  direction  of  Newport  News,  and  took  post  in  the  woods,  near 
Curtis'  farm,  near  the  road,  as  shown  in  diagram  annexed .•  We  were 
ordered  to  lie  in  ambush.  The  vedettes  soon  after  came  in  and  an- 
nounced the  approach  of  a  body  of  cavalry  one  hundred  strong.  Col- 
onel Dreux's  orders  were  that  they  should  closely  conceal  their  persons 
and  weapons,  and  permit  the  enemy  to  cross  the  road  on  our  left  and 
somewhat  beyond  the  left  of  our  line,  antl  that  no  one  should  fire  before 
he  himself  should  give  the  order,  after  they  had  advanced,  as  above. 
A  few  of  our  infantry  scouts  had  previously  been  sent  into  the  woods, 
on  our  left>  to  observe  the  approach  of  the  enemy  and  ascertain  if  they 
were  enemies.  In  a  few  moments  after  sending  out  the  scouts,  Colonel 
D.  said.  "They  are  coming!"  addressing  me.  Whereupon  I  took  my 
post  a  lew  paces  from  him,  on  his  right,  but  not  a  word  was  said  by  him 
to  intimate  that  he  expected  the  approach  of  any  but  cavalry.  Notwith- 
standing Colonel  Dreux's  and  my  own  positive  order  to  the  men  not  to 
fire,  one  or  two  shots  having  been  exchanged  between  the  scouts  and 
the  enemy,  several  of  the  men  on  the  left  began  also  to  fire.  Very  soon 
after  I  was  informed  that  Colonel  Dreux  was  wounded.  This  was  about 
half  an  hour  after  daybreak.  Being  obliged  to  direct  my  attenton  to 
our  line  of  infantry,  and  still,  according  to  the  information  I  had  re- 
ceived from  Colonel  D.,  of  expecting  cavalry,  I  pursued  or  carried  out 
his  original  intention,  and,  in  obedience  to  his  order,  not  to  give  the 
command  to  fire  until  their  column  had  passed  in  front  of  us.  This  was, 
however,  but  for  a  moment,  and  their  column  not  passing  our  front,  as 
expected,  and  the  enemy  being  scarcely  recognizable,  except  by  the 
occasional  flash  of  their  arms  when  discharged,  finding  that  they  still 
remained  on  our  left,  in  order  to  face  towards  them  and  enable  us  to 
charge,  I  gave  the  order,  "  Left  into  line,  wheel,"  which,  as  far  as  I  could 
observe,  was  well  and  promptly  executed.  When  we  wheeled  into  the 
road  the  enemy  had  disappeared  or  fled.  About  the  time  that  this 
movement  was  executed  the  horses  attached  to  the  howitzer,  being  said 
to  have  taken  fright^  ran  off  with  the  gun  with  great  violence  down  the 
road,  creating  considerable  confusion  on  our  right,  which  was  soon,  how- 
ever, remedied.  Having  remained  near  the  scene  of  action  long  enough 
to  bring  off  our  wounded,  we  retired  in  good  order,  no  possibility  of 
carrying  out  the  surprise  originally  intended  by  Colonel  Dreux  longer 

•Not  found. 
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existing,  and  being  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  large  forces  of  the  enemy, 
from  whom  they  could  readily  be  re-enforced. 

I  regret  deeply  to  report  the  death  of  our  gallant  and  able  com- 
mander, Lieutenant-Colonel  Dreux,  and  of  Private  Stephen  Hackett, 
of  the  Shreveport  Grays.  In  addition,  I  report  Private  Bufbrd,  of  the 
Crescent  Rifles,  slightly  wounded  in  the  head.  Our  position  in  ambush, 
and  the  sudden  disappearance  of  the  enemy,  made  it  impossible  for  me 
to  estimate  the  numbers  of  the  latter  with  any  approach  to  accuracy. 

Both  officers  and  men  of  the  infantry,  upon  whom  my  attention  was 
almost  entirely  bestowed  for  the  two  or  three  moments  during  which 
the  command  devolved  on  me,  behaved  with  coolness.  Three  of  the 
enemy  are  believed  to  be  killed  or  wounded. 

S.  W.  FI8K, 
Captain,  Commanding  Crescent  Rifles. 

Major  lilGHTOR,  Louisiana  Battalion. 

flndorMmmta.] 

Young's  Mills,  Va.,  July  5, 1861. 

Brig.  Geu.  J.  B.  Magbudeb: 
8m:  I  have  received  your  dispatch,  and  in  conformity  with  your 
I  send  you  the  above  detailed  account  of  the  affair, 


up  by  Captain  Fisk,  of  the  Crescent  Rifles.   The  bodies  of  the  d<  . 

are  laid  out  in  a  little  church  near  this  place.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dreux  fell  last  evening  about  10  o'clock,  leaving  me  in  command  of  the 
battalion.  Please  send  me  full  instructions,  and  let  me  know  whether 
the  cavalry  force  stationed  here  is  under  my  command.  I  have  not  the 
remotest  idea  of  their  whereabouts  at  this  moment,  and,  in  case  of  ne- 
cessity, I  have  no  means  of  dispatching  you  a  courier. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  H.  R1GHTOR, 
Maior  Command  inn  Txyuixiana  Battalion. 

Respectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Lee,  commanding,  with  the 
following  remarks : 

Sib  :  I  had  left  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dreux  in  command  at  Lowery's 
Mill  on  the  morning  before  the  skirmish,  and  had  myself  gone  with  a 
larger  force  to  the  York  road,  as  the  enemy  bad  crossed  Hampton  Creek. 
Late  that  night  I  learned,  for  the  first  time,  at  Bartlett's,  of  the  expe- 
rt it  ion,  and  the  next  morning  of  the  death  of  its  gallant  leader.  I  since 
iucertained  that  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  force  was  about  four  hundred. 
The  enemy  fled.  Our  men  occupied  the  field,  and  very  deliberately  took 
off  their  killed  and  wounded.  A  war  steamer,  in  the  afternoon,  came 
up  the  river  and  threw  shells  into  the  wood  where  the  affair  happened.* 

J.  B.  MAGRUDER, 


No.  2. 

Report  of  CapL  Robert  C.  Stanard,  C.  8.  Army. 

YOBKTOWN,  Va.,  July  7, 1861. 

Dear  Sib  :  In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  hereby  submit 
my  account  of  the  skirmish  which  occurred  on  the  morning  of  July  fi, 

•  Bee  a|gQ  in  «  Correspondence,  etc.  »  post,  Magrudcr  to  Deas,  July  7,  1861. 
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on  the  Warwick  road,  below  Smith's,  and  the  occasion  of  the  running 
off  of  the  howitzer  gun. 

On  the  evening  of  July  4,  I  rode  down  from  Young's  house  (where 
you  had  stationed  me  to  superiniend  the  erection  of  breastworks)  to 
Young's  Mills,  and  proposed  to  Colonel  Dreux  that  we  should  make  a 
trip  with  one  howitzer  and  one  hundred  of  his  men  and  twenty  horse- 
men to  the  point  where  the  skirmish  took  place.  We  (the  whole  force 
detailed)  arrived  there  about  daybreak,  or  a  little  before,  and  were 
placed  on  the  left  of  the  road,  in  ambush,  my  howitzer  on  the  left  of 
the  line.  Soon  after  we  arrived  our  guide  (a  Mr.  Fitchett),  who  had 
ridden  some  distance  down  the  road,  returned  and  reported  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy.  He  could  not  correctly  state  how  strong  they 
were,  but  told  me  that  he  thought  they  numbered  from  two  hundred 
to  three  hundred  and  fifty  men.  Colonel  Dreux  had  given  instructions 
that  the  enemy  should  be  -allowed  to  advance  till  his  rear  passed  my 
howitzer,  and  that  he  would  give  the  command  when  the  firing  on  our 
side  should  commence.  After  waiting  more  than  long  enough  for  the 
enemy  to  have  gotten  up  to  us,  and  not  understanding  why  they  did 
not  come,  Colonel  Dreux  sent  out  five  men  as  scouts,  to  ascertain,  if 
possible,  where  the  enemy  was.  During  the  absence  of  these  scouts, 
Lieutenant  Moseley  (my  first  lieutenant)  and  myself  walked  into  the 
road,  and  had  not  been  there  five  minutes  before  we  saw  one  of  the 
enemy  in  advance,  coming  down  the  road  at  a  charge  bayonet.  He 
had  gotten  up  very  close  to  us  when  we  saw  him.  We  at  once  jumped 
into  the  bushes,  and  ran  to  our  gun,  which  was  some  thirty  or  forty 
steps  from  us.  Just  as  we  entered  the  bushes  the  man  fired,  and  my 
impression  is  that  he  killed  Colonel  Dreux,  as  immediately  afterwards  I 
called  for  Colonel  Dreux  to  know  whether  I  should  take  the  howitzer 
into  the  road.  The  enemy  having  stopped  advancing,  and  having 
commenced  an  oblique  fire  into  the  bushes  where  we  were,  I  could 
hear  nothing  from  Colonel  Dreux.  and  my  howitzer  being  where  it 
could  not  be  brought  into  action  unless  the  enemy  came  in  our  front, 
and  being  anxious  to  protect  my  men  as  much  as  possible,  I  gave  the 
order  to  have  the  piece  limbered  up  and  taken  into  the  road,  so  that, 
if  we  were  to  receive  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  we  might  at  least  be  where 
we  could  see  them,  and  fire  on  them,  if  necessary.  My  command  was 
obeyed,  but  just  as  the  howitzer  entered  the  road  the  horses  took  fright 
and  started  off  at  full  speed  up  the  road.  The  driver  of  the  horses  to 
the  howitzer  (who  was  a  volunteer  and  not  accustomed  to  the  team) 
informs  me  that  he  attempted  to  halt  just  as  ho  got  into  the  road,  and 
that  the  dashing  by  of  the  troop  which  accompanied  us  caused  his 
horses  to  become  unmanageable,  and  to  run  off.  Soon  lis  I  found  that 
the  howitzer  had  run  off,  I  ran  through  the  bushes,  to  the  right  of  where 
we  were  stationed,  and  jumped  into  the  road  to  try  and  stop  it.  It  had 
gotten  ahead  of  me,  and ,  notwithstanding  my  running  some  distance 
after  it,  I  could  not  stop  it  I  then  sent  my  first  lieutenant  (Moseley) 
and  my  sergeant  (Gretter)  in  pursuit  of  the  piece.  They  soon  re- 
turned with  it  The  fight  (which  lasted  only  five  to  ten  minutes) 
was  then  all  over.  I  then,  for  the  first  time,  heard  that  Colonel  Dreux 
was  killed.  I  kept  the  howitzer  in  the  road,  for  the  purpose  (if  we 
could  get  no  other  conveyance)  of-  putting  on  it  any  dead  or  wounded 
we  might  have.  A  cart  was  afterwards  brought  up,  and  three  or  four 
of  my  men  assisted  in  putting  into  it  the  dead  body  of  Private  Hackett, 
of  the  Louisiana  battalion.  I  afterwards  put  Colonel  Dreux's  body  in 
the  same  cart,  and  we  moved  off.  T  would  state  that  the  enemy,  I  am 
satisfied,  did  not  know  of  the  running  off  of  the  howitzer,  as  there  wa* 
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no  more  firing  that  I  heard  of  after  it  got  into  the  road.  The  detach- 
ment of  the  battery  which  was  with  the  gun  stood  at  their  posts,  and, 
had  the  gun  not  run  off,  they  would  have  had  it  ready  for  action  as 
soon  as  it  entered  the  road.  This,  sir,  is  my  recollection  of  the  affair, 
and  I  respectfully  submit  it  to  your  consideration. 

BO.  C.  STANABD, 
Captain  Third  Company  of  Howitzers. 

General  J.  B.  Magbuder. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Co.pt.  William  Collins  ^  C»  8*  Army. 

Gamp  Hood,  Va.,  July  7, 1861. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  an  order  received  from  you,  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  the  skirmish  of  the  5th  instant,  in  which  I  was  engaged,  and 
the  circumstances  of  the  retreat  of  the  cavalry  under  my  command. 

On  the  evening  of  the  4th  instant  I,  in  company  with  Captain  Stan- 
ard,  visited  the  quarters  of  Colonel  Dreux,  and  informed  him  that  we 
had  received  information  that  a  squad  or  foraging  party  of  the  enemy 
had  advanced  up  as  far  as  Captain  Smith's  that  day,  aud  that  they 
were  in  the  habit  ot  visiting  that  point  daily,  and  Colonel  Dreux  then 
informed  us  that  he  had  received  the  same  information,  and  intended 
to  go  out  that  night  and  try  and  capture  a  party  of  them,  and  that  he 
desired  that  I  should  accompany  him  with  a  detachment  of  twenty  of 
my  command,  and  that  he  would  also  take  along  Captain  Stanard  and 
one  of  his  howitzers,  and  also  a  detachment  of  twenty  from  four  com- 
panies of  infantry. 

About.  12  o'clock  at  night  the  above  force  marched  from  Young's 
Mills,  under  the  command  Colonel  Dreux.  We  marched  down  below 
the  farm  of  Pembroke  Jones,  and  turned  in  at  the  house  of  a  man 
named  Curtis,  at  which  place  we  had  expected,  from  information  re- 
ceived, that  we  would,  perhaps,  find  the  squad  above  spoken  of  quar- 
tered. Finding  no  one,  we  marched  back  to  the  main  road,  from  which 
point  Colonel  Dreux  sent  down,  in  the  direction  of  Newport  News, 
three  of  my  command,  in  company  with  a  man  named  Fitchett  as 
guide,  to  ascertain  if  there  were  any  troops  approaching,  at  which  time 
Colonel  Dreux  marched  his  men  up  the  road,  towards  Lee's  store,  and, 
after  having  traveled  about  a  half  a  mile,  we  arrived  opposite  a  small 
woods  road,  running  at  right  angles  into  the  main  road,  at  which  point 
we  were  halted.  The  cavalry  was  then  ordered  down  this  woods  road 
seventy-five  yards,  and  directed  to  form  in  column  of  fours,  facing  the 
main  road,  in  readiness  to  charge.  The  howitzer  was  then  placed  in 
the  same  road,  about  ten  paces  in  front  of  the  cavalry.  The  infantry 
was  then  stationed  on  the  right  and  left  of  this  road,  along  the  side  of 
the  main  road.  At  this  time  the  vedettes,  that  had  been  sent  down  the 
road  towards  Newport  News,  returned  and  reported  that  the  enemy  was 
approaching,  about  a  mile  off,  and  that  they  covered  a  distance  of  two 
hundred  yards  of  the  road,  of  which  he  could  see,  and  how  much  farther 
their  column  extended  he  did  not  know.  Colonel  Dreux  then  sent  a  detach- 
ment of  five  or  six  of  the  infantry  down  the  road  to  act  as  scouts,  and  to 
conceal  themselves  in  the  bushes,  and  to  report  the  approach  of  the  en- 
emy: and  they  were  ordered  to  keep  themselves  concealed,  and  not  to  fire 
until  the  command  was  given,  at  which  time  the  infantry  and  howitzer 
would  fire  simultaneously,  immediately  after  which  time  the  cavalry 


Digitized  by  Google 


192  OPERATIONS  IN  MD.,  PA.,  VA.,  AND  W.  VA.       JC^f.  Et 


was  to  charge  upon  them.  Tbe  first  information  I  received  of  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy,  a  gun  was  fired  to  our  left,  on  the  main  road,  and 
was  immediately  followed  by  another,  and,  with  a  short  pause,  the 
firing  was  again  commenced  about  the  same  point,  which  was  kept  up 
regularly,  the  balls  cutting  around  very  near  myself  and  men.  My  men 
were  ordered  to  stand  firm  and  hold  their  position.  At  this  time  some 
of  the  men  of  Captain  Stanard's  command,  who  were  standing  firmly  at 
their  piece,  called  out  to  their  captain  for  orders,  to  know  what  they 
should  do.  Captain  Stanard  was  at  that  time  just  to  my  right,  standing 
behind  a  large  tree.  I  then  called  out  to  him  to  go  and  man  his  piece,  or 
order  his  men  what  to  do.  I  then  remarked  to  the  men  of  my  command 
that  I  would  ride  up  near  the  road  and  know  why  it  was  that  they  did 
not  return  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  as  they  were  then  firing  upon  us  on  our 
flank  and  rear,  and,  about  the  time  that  I  arrived  near  the  line  of  the 
infantry  the  command  was  given  by  Captain  Stanard  to  limber  up  the 
howitzer,  at  which  time  it  was  moved  rapidly  off,  and  just  at  this  time 
three  of  the  enemy  presented  themselves  in  the  rear  of  the  cavalry,  and 
were  fired  upon  by  them,  killing  two  and  wounding  the  third.  The  cav- 
alry then  dashed  out  in  the  direction  that  the  howitzer  had  gone,  think- 
ing that  it  was  a  signal  for  a  retreat  This  was  all  done  in  a  moment 
As  soon  as  I  saw  they  had  retreated  I  rushed  into  the  road,  and  went  in 
the  direction  the  howitzer  and  cavalry  had  gone,  calling  to  the  driver  of 
the  howitzer  to  halt  his  piece.  He  made  no  stop.  I  passed  him,  and 
threw  myself  in  front  of  his  horses  and  halted  him.  1  will  here  state 
that  the  sergeant  of  the  howitzer  came  rapidly  up  the  road  in  pursuit 
of  the  piece,  ordering  the  driver  to  carry  it  back.  I  accompanied  it  back 
down  near  the  scene  of  action,  when  I  learned  that  the  enemy  had  fled, 
and  had  gotten  a  considerable  distance.  As  I  suppose,  they  retreated 
about  the  time  the  howitzer  was  run  out  Then,  for  the  first  time,  I 
learned  that  Colonel  Dreux  had  been  shot,  and  that  his  body  was  in 
charge  of  his  men,  together  with  the  body  of  Private  Hackett,  belong- 
ing to  the  Shreveport  Grays.  There  came  up  at  the  same  time  a  pri- 
vate, wounded,  whose  name  I  did  not  know,  and  he  was  taken  to  his 
camp  on  the  horse  of  one  of  the  cavalry.  I  halted  my  men  above  Lee's 
store,  and  awaited  the  bodies  of  the  dead.  I  then  accompanied  them 
to  the  camp  at  Young's  Mills,  in  company  with  a  portion  of  the  how- 
itzers and  some  of  the  infantry,  where  they  were  put  in  charge  of  the 
commandant  of  the  post 

I  dispatched,  soon-after  the  engagement,  a  dragoon  to  you,  to  report 
what  had  taken  place.  During  the  whole  of  the  firing  none  of  the  en- 
emy were  seen  by  the  cavalry  except  the  three  that  were  shot,  and  there 
was  not  a  gun  fired  after  the  cavalry  left.  We  were  surrounded  by  a 
dense  thicket,  that  rendered  it  impossible  for  a  man  mounted  to  see  one 
on  foot  until  he  had  approached  within  a  few  yards.  And,  notwith- 
standing the  critical  situation  in  which  they  were  placed,  I  have  the 
utmost  confidence  in  believing  that  the  cavalry  would  have  held  their 
position  until  the  last,  if  they  had  not  believed  that  the  moving  of  the 
howitzer  was  a  signal  for  their  retreat.  The  whole  fire  of  the  enemy 
seemed  to  be  directed  at  the  cavalry,  as  no  shots,  so  far  as  I  could  ascer- 
tain, went  in  the  direction  of  the  infantry.  I  suppose  the  enemy  learned 
the  position  of  the  cavalry  from  the  noise  made  by  their  horses.  No 
command  was  given  during  the  engagement  that  I  heard  at  all.  In 
going  thus  into  detail  I  have  given,  I  think,  a  full  and  explicit  account 
All  of  which  is  most  respeetfaNj  submitted. 

WILLIAM  COLLINS. 
Captain  Halifax  Catawba  Troop, 

.Brigadier-General  Magrudkr. 
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JULY  e-17, 1881.— Campaign  in  Wert  Virginia. 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  IMUNCIPAL  HVKNT8. 

July  6-7,  1861.— Skirmishes  at  Middle  Fork  Bridge. 
7,  1861.-8kinnish  at  Glenville. 
7-12,  1881.— Skirmishes  at  Belington  and  Laurel  Hill. 

10,  1861. — Skirmish  at  Rich  Mountain. 

11,  1861. — Engagement  at  Rich  Mountain. 

12,  1861.— Beverly  occupied  by  U.  8.  troops. 

13,  1861.— Surrender  of  Pegram's  command  (C.  S.  forces). 

Action  at  Carrick's  (or  Corrick's)  Ford. 
Skirmish  at  Red  House,  near  Barbeursville. 

14,  1861.— Brig.  Gen.  H.  R  Jackson  ordered  to  command  of  Confederate  forces 

16,  1861.— Skirmish  at  Barboursville. 

17,  1861.— Action  at  Searcy  Creek. 

REPORTS,  ETC. 

No.    1.— Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan,  U.  8.  Army,  of  preliminary  operations,  with 

orders  and  proclamations,  from  June  22  to  Jnly  5. 
No.  2.— Major-General  McClellan,  of  operations  from  July  6  to  15. 
No.  3.— CoL  John  M.  Connell,  Seventeenth  Ohio  Infantry,  of  skirmish  at  Glenville. 
No.   4.— Brig.  Gen.  William  S.  Rosecrans,  U.  S.  Army,  of  preliminary  operations  from 

Jane  27  to  Jnly  3. 

No.   5. — Brigadier-General  Rosecrans,  of  engagement  at  Rich  Mountain. 

No.   6.  -Brig.  Gen.  T.  A.  Morris,  Indiana  Militia,  of  skirmishes  at  Belington  and  Laurel 

Hill,  pursuit  of  Garnett's  forces,  and  action  at  Carrick's  Ford. 
No.  7.— Capt.  H  W.  Benham,  U.  &  Corps  of  Engineers,  of  the  pursuit  of  Garnett  and 

action  at  Carrick's  Ford. 
No.   8.— Brig.  Geo.  C.  W.  Hill,  Ohio  Militia,  of  operations  from  July  4  to  19. 
No.  9.— Col.  J.  Irvine,  Sixteenth' Ohio  Infantry,  of  operations  from  July  11  to  16. 
No.  10,-CoL  H.  G.  Depuy,  Eighth  Ohio  Infantry,  of  operations  July  13  and  14. 
No.  ll.-CoL  Thomas  Morton,  Twentieth  Ohio  Infantry,  of  operations  from  Jnly  13 
to  15. 

No.  12.— Maj.  Charles  N.  Lamison,  Twentieth  Ohio  Infantry,  of  operations  Jury  13 
and  14. 

No.  13.— Col.  G.  W.  Andrews,  Fifteenth  Ohio  Infantry,  of  operations  from  July  13  to  16 
No.  14.— Lieut.  H.  A.  Myers,  Ringgold  Cavalry,  of  operations- from  July  7  to  15. 
No.  15.—  Congratulatory  address  from  General  McClellan. 

No.  16.— Brig.  Gen.  R.  8.  Garnett,  C.  S.  Army,  of  preliminary  operations,  with  corre- 
spondence, from  June  25  to  July  6. 

No.  17.-MaJ.  M.  G.  Harm  an,  C.  S.  Array,  of  engagement  at  Rich  Mountain  and  action 
at  Carrick's  Ford,  with  communications  to  him. 

No.  18.— Brig.  Gen.  H.  R.  Jackson,  C.  8.  Army,  of  events  from  July  11  to  16,  with  cor- 

No.  19.— Instructions  from  General  Lee  to  General  Jackson. 

No.  20,-Lieut.  Col.  J.  M.  Heck,  Twenty-fifth  Virginia  Infantry,  of  operations  from 
May  24  to  July  13,  including  skirmishes  July  7  to  9,  and  engagement  at 
Rich  Mountain. 

No.  21.— Maj.  Nat.  Tyler,  Twentieth  Virginia  Infantry,  of  operations  from  Jnly  1  to 
14,  including  skirmish  July  7,  and  the  engagement  at  Rich  Mountain. 

from  Jnly  2  to  14. 

No.  23.— Lieut  CoL  John  Pegram,  C.  8.  Army,  of  the  engagement  at  Rich  Mountain 
and  the  surrender  of  his  forces, 
13  R  R-— VOL  n 
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No.  24.-Capt.  Pierce  B.  Anderson,  Lee  Battery,  C.  8.  Army,      the  • 

Rich  Mountain. 
No.  25. — Lieut.  Charles  W.  Statham,  Lee  Battery, 
No.  26. — Lieut.  John  R.  Massey,  Lee  Battery,  same  as  above. 
No.  27.— Lieut.  Charles  I.  Raine,  Lee  Battery,  same  as  above. 
No.  2&-CoL  William  C.  Scott,  Forty-fourth  Virginia  Infantry,  of 

day  of  the  engagement  at  Rich  Mountain. 
No.  29.— Col.  W.  B.  Taliaferro,  Twenty-third  Virginia  Infantry,  of 

rick's  Ford. 

No.  30.— Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan,  U.  8.  Army,  of  the  skirmish  at  Barbour* ville. 
No.  31.-Major-General  McClellan,  of  the  action  at  Scarey  Creek. 
No.  32.-Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Wise,  C.  S.  Army,  of  skirmish  July  16  and 
Scarey  Creek. 

No.  33.— Strength  of  General  Wise's  command  (C.  8.  Army)  July  8,  1861. 
No.  34.— Strength  of  General  Garnett'a  command  (C.  8.  Army)  July  8, 1861. 

No.L 


Reports 


of  Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan,  U.  S.  Army,  of  preliminary 
ittons^  ictth  orders  and  proclamattons^  from  June  22  to  July  8. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Parker aburg,  Fa.,  June  22, 1861. 

Colonel  :  I  reached  here  yesterday  morning,  hoping  to  move 
ward  during  the  day,  but  was  delayed  by  want  of  wagons  and  the  dis- 
organization to  be  expected  on  the  part  of  new  troops  moving  for  the 
first  time  into  the  field.  In  a  few  minutes  (near  7  a.m.)  I  shall  move 
with  the  advance  to  Clarksburg,  taking  one  regiment  of  infantry,  two 
detached  companies  (one  of  regulars),  one  battery,  and  a  company  of 
cavalry.  Two  Indiana  regiments  will  follow  during  the  morning,  two 
Ohio  regiments  to-morrow.  No  other  Ohio  regiments  will  reach  Grafton, 
via  Bell  aire,  to-day.  He  ports  from  the  front  are  somewhat  contradic- 
tory .but  agree  in  representing  the  enemy  in  strong  force  near  Piedmont 
and  Beverly.  Notwithstanding  that  General  Morris  and  others  seem  sure 
that  we  have  a  large  force  to  contend  with,  I  now  am  inclined  to  doubt 
it  I  will,  without  delay,  beat  them  up  in  their  quarters  and  endeavor 
to  put  an  end  to  their  attempts  in  this  direction.  I  have,  I  think,  force 
enough  to  fight  them  wherever  I  find  them. 

General  McCall  telegraphs  that  Cumberland  will  be  re-enforced  on 
Monday.  If  that  is  accomplished,  we  should  be  able  to  cut  off  the  force 
near  Piedmont  As  I  cannot  learn  yet  the  quality  of  their  troops  (there 
are  reports  that  there  are  some  regiments  of  the  regular  Confederate 
troops)  I  shall  be  cautious  in  my  movements.  I  feel  very  much  the 
absolute  necessity  of  more  commissary  and  quartermaster  officers,  also 
of  cavalry.  I  hope  the  Lieutenant  General  will  find  it  in  his  power  to 
let  me  have  the 'companies  of  First  Cavalry,  now  at  Leavenworth. 

I  received  on  the  18th  instant  the  order  adding  Missouri  to  my  de- 
partment. My  arrangements  for  coming  here  to  take  command  are  so 
far  advanced  that  it  was  not  possible  for  me  to  go  to  Missouri.  I  shall 
go  there  immediately  on  my  return  from  this  State. 

I  move  hence  on  Clarksburg,  and  will  act  there  according  to  the  in- 
formation I  receive — either  move  in  force  on  the  rear  of  the  enemy  at 
Beverly  or  go  on  to  Piedmont 

Excuse,  colonel,  the  hurried  nature  of  this. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  MoCLBLLAN, 
Major- Genera^  U.  8.  Army, 

CoL  E.  D.  TOWNSEND.  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Department  op  the  Ohio, 

Grafton,  V'a.,  June  23, 1861. 

Colonel  :  Having  completed  as  far  m  possible  the  necessary  arrange 
ments  for  transportation,  &c,  1  left  Parkersburg  yesterday  abont  1  p. 
in.  with  the  Ninth  Ohio  Regiinent ;  Company  1,  Fourth  Artillery,  and 
the  company  of  Chicago  Rifles.  I  reached  here  abont  2  a.  m.,  having 
left  the  Ninth  Regiment  at  Webster.  The  Eighth  and  Tenth  Indiana, 
Loomis'  Michigan  Battery,  and  Captain  Barker's  company  of  Illinois 
cavalry  reached  Clarksburg  to-day.  The  Third  and  Fourth  Ohio  also 
reached  Fetterman  to-day.  The  Seventeenth  and  Nineteenth  Ohio  and 
Howe's  battery  will  be  up  to-morrow. 

From  information  I  have  received  I  think  it  more  than  probable  that 
there  are  from  fifteen  hundred  to  three  thousand  rebels  at  Romney, 
intrenched  with  a  few  guns.  I  think  their  object  is  to  cover  the  ap- 
proaches to  Winchester  from  an  apprehended  attack  in  this  direction, 
afi  well  as  to  cover  the  operations  of  guerrilla  parties  now  acting  towards 
Piedmont  It  will  probably  be  necessary  to  break  up  their  establish- 
ment when  I  get  through  with  other  more  important  matters.  If  Gen- 
eral Patterson  could  furnish  the  force  to  do  it  in  the  mean  time,  I  think 
it  would  be  advantageous.  Their  presence  tends  to  alarm  Union  men 
even  this  far  away.  I  did  not  find  my  orders  intelligently  carried  out 
for  the  defense  of  Cheat  River,  and  will  go  there  myself  to-morrow  to 
see  it  properly  attended  to.   It  is  very  important  to  secure  that  line. 

There  is  certainly  a  force  of  some  kind  near  Huttonsville,  with  a  strong 
advanced  party  intrenched  near  the  Laurel  Mountain,  between  Philippi 
and  Beverly.  I  think  that  the  chief  object  of  this  party  is  to  protect 
and  furnish  guerrilla  parties,  which  are  doing  much  damage  in  this  region. 
I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  apprehensions  of  an  attack  in  force,  so  con- 
stantly and  so  seriously  reported  to  me  that  I  felt  it  impossible  to  disre- 
gard them,  are  not  well  founded.  It  is  confidently  asserted  that  Georgia 
and  Tennessee  troops  are  among  those  at  the  Laurel  Hill,  but  I  do  not 
feel  certain  of  it.  It  seems  to  be  a  peculiar  characteristic  of  the  informa- 
tion obtained  here  that  it  is  exceedingly  vague  and  unreliable.  I  hope 
to  inaugurate  a  better  system. 

My  presence  here  was  very  necessary  to  reassure  the  Union  men,  and 
even  if  I  find  no  force  able  to  oppose  us,  I  shall  still  be  certain  that  it  was 
very  necessary  for  me  to  be  here.  As  soon  as  I  can  get  my  command 
well  in  hand  and  obtain  more  reliable  information — and  I  hope  this  will 
not  occupy  more  than  one  or  at  most  two  days— I  propose  moving  with 
all  my  available  force  from  Clarksburg  on  Buckhannon,  then  on  Beverly, 
to  turn  entirely  the  detachment  at  the  Laurel  Mountain.  The  troops  at 
Philippi  will  advance  in  time  to  follow  up  the  retreat  of  the  rebels  in 
their  front.  After  occupying  Beverly  I  shall  move  on  Huttonsville, 
and  endeavor  to  drive  them  into  the  mountains,  whither  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  follow  them,  unless  under  such  circumstances  as  to  make  suc- 
cess certain.  Having  driven  out  the  mass  of  their  troops,  and  having 
occupied  the  pass  by  which  they  might  return,  I  propose  moving  small 
columns  through  the  country  to  reassure  the  Union  men  and  breakup  any 
scattered  parties  of  armed  rebels.  As  soon  as  practicable,  I  intend  to 
clean  out  the  valley  of  the  Kanawha. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  MoOLBLLAN. 

Major  General. 

Lieut.  Ool.  B.  D.  Townbbnd. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

QrafUm,  Fa.,  June  23,  1861. 

To  the  Inhabitants  of  Western  Virginia : 

The  army  of  this  department,  headed  by  Virginia  troops,  is  rapidly 
occupying  all  Western  Virginia.  This  is  done  in  co  operation  with,  and 
in  support  of,  such  civil  authorities  of  the  State  as  are  faithful  to  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States.  The  proclamation  issued 
by  me  under  date  of  May  26,  1861,  will  be  strictly  maintained.  Your 
houses,  families,  property,  and  all  your  rights  will  be  religiously  re- 
spected ;  we  are  enemies  to  none  but  armed  rebels  and  those  volunta- 
rily giving  them  aid.  All  officers  of  this  army  will  be  held  responsible 
for  t  he  most  prompt  and  vigorous  action  in  repressing  disorder  and 
punishing  aggression  by  those  under  their  command. 

To  my  great  regret  I  find  that  enemies  of  the  United  States  continue 
to  carry  on  a  system  of  hostilities  prohibited  by  the  laws  of  war  among 
belligerent  nations,  and  of  course  far  more  wicked  and  intolerable' when 
directed  against  loyal  citizens  engaged  in  the  defense  of  the  common 
Government  of  all.  Individuals  and  marauding  parties  are  pursuing  a 
guerr'lia  warfare,  firing  upon  sentinels  and  pickets,  burning  bridgres, 
insulting,  injuring,  and  even  killing  citizens  because  of  their  Union  sen- 
timents,  and  committing  many  kindred  acts. 

I  do  now,  therefore,  make  proclamation,  and  warn  all  persons  that 
individuals  or  parties  engaged  in  this  species  of  warfare — irregular  in 
every  view  which  can  be  taken  of  it — thus  attacking  sentries,  pickets, 
or  other  soldiers,  destroying  public  or  private  property,  or  committing 
injur*  os  against  any  of  the  inhabitants  because  of  Union  sentiments  or 
conduct,  will  be  dealt  with  in  their  persons  and  property  according  to 
the  severest  rules  of  military  law. 

All  persons  giving  information  or  aid  to  the  public  enemies  will  be 
arrested  and  kept  in  close  custody,  and  all  pereous  found  bearing  arms, 
unless  of  known  loyalty,  will  be  arrested  and  bold  for  examination. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major- General.  V.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Department 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Grafton,  Fa.,  June  25,  1861. 

To  the  Soldiers  of  tlie  Arny  of  th?  West : 

You  are  here  to  support  the  Government  of  your  country,  and  to  pro- 
tect the  lives  and  liberties  of  your  bretl-ren,  threatened  by  a  rebellious 
and  traitorous  foe.  $o  higher  and  noblct  .  ity  could  devolve  upon  you, 
and  I  expect  you  to  bring  to  its  perfoi  inaut  <•  the  highest  and  noblest  qual- 
ities of  soldiers— discipline,  courage,  oud  mercy.  I  call  upon  the  officers 
of  every  grade  to  enforce  the  s'riclest  discipline,  and  I  know  that  those 
of  all  grades,  privates  and  officers,  will  display  in  battle  cool,  heroic 
courage,  and  will  know  how  to  sn<m*  mercy  to  a  disarmed  enemy. 

Bear  in  mind  that  you  are  in  the  country  of  friends,  not  of  eueinies; 
that  you  are  here  to  protect,  not  to  destroy.  Take  uotbing,  destroy 
nothing,  unless  you  are  ordered  to  do  so  by  your  general  officers.  Re- 
member that  I  L.ivo  pledged  my  word  to  the  people  of  Western  Virginia 
that  their  rights  in  person  and  property  shall  be  respected.  1  ask  every 
one  of  you  to  make  good  this  promise  in  its  broadest  sense.  We  come 
here  to  save,  not  to  upturn.  I  do  not  appeal  to  the  fear  of  punishment, 
but  to  your  appreciation  of  the  sacredness  of  the  cause  in  which  we  are 
engaged.  Carry  with  you  into  battle  the  conviction  that  you  are  right, 
and  that  God  is  on  your  side. 
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Tour  enemies  have  violated  every  moral  law ;  neither  God  nor  man 
oan  sustain  them.  They  have,  without  cause,  rebelled  against  a  mild 
.mil  paternal  Government;  they  have  seized  upon  public  and  private 
property ;  they  have  outraged  the  persons  of  Northern  men  merely  be- 
cause they  came  from  the  North,  and  of  Southern  Union  men  merely 
because  they  loved  the  Union ;  they  have  placed  themselves  beneath 
contempt,  unless  they  can  retrieve  some  honor  on  the  field  of  battle. 
Yon  will  pursue  a  different  course.  You  will  be  honest,  brave,  and  mer- 
ciful ;  you  will  respect  the  right  of  private  opinion  ;  you  will  punish  110 
mau  for  opinion's  sake.  Show  to  the  world  that  yon  differ  from  our 
enemies  in  the  points  of  honor,  honesty,  aud  respect  for  private  opinion, 
ami  that  we  inaugurate  uo  reign  of  terror  where  we  go. 

Soldiers !  1  have  heard  that  there  was  danger  here.  I  have  come  to 
place  myself  at  your  head  and  to  share  it  with  you.  1  fear  now  but  one 
thing — that  you  will  not  And  foemen  worthy  of  your  steel.  1  kuow  that 
I  can  rely  upon  yon. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAN, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Buckkannon,  Fa.,  July  2,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox,  Camp  DenntJton,  Ohio : 

General.  :  On  receipt  of  this  you  will  at  once  assume  command  of 
the  First  and  Second  Kentucky  Regiments  and  the  Twelfth  Ohio.  Call 
upon  'Governor  Deunison  to  supply  you  with  oue  company  of  cavalry 
and  six  guns.  Captain  Kingsbury  probably  has  State  guns  enough  to 
give  you. 

Yon  will  expedite  the  equipment  of  those  regiments,  and  move  them 
at  once  to  Uallipolis,  via  Hamden  and  Portland,  hiring  teams  for  the 
supplies  of  the  troops  between  Portland  and  Gallipolis,  sending  to  the 
quartermaster  in  advance  to  have  teams  ready.  With  the  regiment 
lirst  ready  to  move  proceed  to  Gallipolis  and  assume  command  of  the 
Twenty-first.  Cross  the  river  and  occupy  Point  Pleasant.  With  the 
regiment  that  next  arrives  occupy  Letart's  Falls,  and  then  move  the 
other  two  regiments  to  the  mouth  of  Ten-mile  Creek,  or  the  point  near 
there  where  the  road  from  Letart's  Falls  intersects  the  Kanawha  River. 
Place  thelast  regiment  in  reserve  at  Point  Pleasant,  or  any  proper  point 
in  rear  of  your  line  of  defense.  Intrench  two  gnus  at  Letart's  and  four 
at  your  advanced  position  on  the  Kauawha.  Remain  on  the  defensive, 
and  endeavor  to  keep  the  rebels  near  Charleston  until  I  can  cut  off  their 
retreat  by  movement  from  Beverly.  Should  you  receive  certain  intelli- 
gence that  1  am  hard  pressed,  seek  to  relieve  me  by  a  rapid  advance  on 
Charleston,  but  place  no  credit  in  rumors,  for  I  shall  be  successful.  Use 
your  cavalry  as  pickets,  not  exposing  them.  Punish  Ripley,  if  you  cau. 
Repress  any  outbreaks  that  may  occur  at  Guyandotte  or  Barboursville. 

Remember,  my  plan  is  to  cut  them  off,  and  do  all  you  can  to  assist 
that  object.  Always  keep  two  or  three  boats  on  hand.  Call  on  Capt. 
W.  J.  Kountz,  at  Marietta  or  Ripley,  to  supply  boats  from  his  fleet.  If 
the  two  companies  of  Seventeenth  Ohio  are  still  at  Ravenswood  when 
you  reach  Gallipolis,  order  them  to  rejoin  their  regiment,  via  Parkers- 
burg  or  Webster.  Communicate  frequently.  A  telegraph  line  follows 
me  out. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

GEO.  B.  MoCLELLAN, 

Major- General,  Commanding, 
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Headquarters  Department  op  the  Ohio, 

Buckliannon,  Va.,July  5, 1861. 

Ool.  E.  D.  Townsend,  Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Colonel  i  You  will  probably  feel  as  much  regret  as  I  do  in  finding 
that  I  am  still  here.  The  canse  is  the  difficulty  of  getting  up  supplies 
and  arranging  transportation.  I  hope  that  to-day's  arrivals  will  enable 
me  to  move  iu  themorning.  While  waiting  here  I  have  endeavored  to 
employ  our  time  to  advantage. 

You  will  observe  that  t  his  is  the  important  strategical  position  in  this 
region.  Prom  it  I  can  cover  our  base  of  operations  and  supplies,  and 
move  readily  by  good  roads  in  any  desired  direction.  I  have  directed 
the  i>ositions  on  Cheat  River  at  Grafton,  Webster,  Clarksburg,  and 
Parkersburg  to  be  intrenched,  that  the  necessary  garrisons  may  be 
reduced  as  much  as  possible.  The  bridges,  tunnels,  &c,  on  the  two 
branches  of  the  railroad  are  now  well  guarded.  The  Cheat  River, 
covering  the  left  of  our  base,  is  guarded  by  eleven  companies ;  Grafton, 
by  a  regiment;  Clarksburg,  some  eight  companies,  besides  Virginia 
recruits ;  Parkersburg,  six  companies,  two  regiments  of  Iudiaua  troops 
to  arrive  there  to-day,  and  to  be  disposable  as  a  reserve  where  needed. 
Two  other  Indiana  three- years'  regiments  are  en  route  to  Bellaire,  to  be 
sent  wherever  needed.  Six  companies  occupy  Wirt  County  Court- 
House,  where  Union  meu  have  suffered  much.  Four  companies  at 
Ravenswood  repulsed  O,  J.  Wise  night  before  last.  I  hope  that  he 
determined  to  renew  the  attempt,  as  in  that  case  he  will  have  been  cut 
off  by  a  column  of  twelve  hundred  men  under  Colonel  Norton,  that  were 
to  reach  Ripley  from  Letart's  at  2  p.  m.  yesterday.  I  shall  not  be  sur- 
prised to  learn  before  this  letter  is  closed  that  he  is  captured.  In  eon- 
sequence  of  the  threatening  aspect  of  affairs  in  the  Great  Kanawha 
Valley  I  have  ordered  four  regiments  there,  as  explained  in  my  instruc- 
tions to  General  J.  D.  Cox,  a  copy  of  which  has  been  forwarded  to  you. 

Of  the  troops  composing  the  active  army  fifty  one  companies  and  one 
battery  are  at  Philippi,  amusing  the  enemy,  who  is  strongly  intreuched 
with  artillery  on  the  Laurel  Mountain  between  that  place  and  Beverly. 
I  have  with  me  here  six  entire  regiments  of  infantry,  six  detached  com- 
panies, two  batteries,  two  companies  of  cavalry ;  two  more  regiments, 
and  some  five  or  six  detached  companies  of  infantry  will  reach  here  by 
to-morrow  night  The  Seventh  Ohio  occupied  Weston  some  three  days 
since,  and  four  companies  of  the  Seventeenth  reached  Glenville  from 
Parkersburg  yesterday.  I  ordered  strong  detachments  from  these  com- 
mands to  move  last  night  on  Bulltown,  and  break  up  a  large  force  of 
armed  rebels  congregating  there.  I  can,  if  necessary,  have  them  all 
back  with  me  by  to-morrow  night 

I  have  sent  out  frequent  small  parties  to  break  up  the  collections  of 
rebels.  We  have  them  pretty  well  under  uow.  Oue  of  our  parties  of 
forty  last  night  broke  up  two  hundred.  The  morale  of  our  men  is  ex- 
cellent—could not  be  better.  It  is  difficult  to  get  perfectly  accurate 
information,  but  we  are  improving  in  that  respect  every  day.  The  feel- 
ing of  the  people  here  is  most  excellent.  We  are  welcomed  wherever 
our  men  go.  It  is  wonderful  to  see  how  rapidly  the  minds  of  many  of 
these  people  become  enlightened  when  they  find  we  can  protect  them. 

Pear  and  ignorance  combined  have  made  most  of  the  converts  to 
secession ;  the  reverse  process  is  now  going  on  with  great  rapidity. 

I  expect  to  find  the  enemy  in  position  on  Rich  Mountain,  just  this 
side  of  Beverly.  I  shall,  if  possible,  turn  the  position  to  the  south,  and 
thus  occupy  the  Beverly  road  iu  his  war.  If  possible  1  will  repeat  the 
maneuver  of  Oerro  Gordo. 
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Assure  the  General  that  no  prospect  of  a  brilliant  victory  *hall  induce 
to  depart  from  my  intention  of  gaining  success  by  maneuvering 
rather  than  by  fighting.  I  will  not  throw  these  raw  men  of  mine  into 
the  teeth  of  artillery  and  intrenchmente  if  it  is  possible  to  avoid  it  Say 
to  the  General,  too,  that  I  am  trying  to  follow  a  lesson  long  ago  learned 
from  him ;  i.  not  to  move  until  I  know  that  everything  is  ready,  and 
then  to  move  with  the  utmost  rapidity  and  energy.  The  delays  that 
I  have  met  with  have  been  irksome  to  me  in  the  extreme,  but  I  felt 
that  it  would  be  exceedingly  foolish  to  give  way  to  impatience,  and 
advance  before  everything  was  prepared.  I  think  the  troops  are  improv- 
ing decidedly  in  their  performance  of  guard  and  outpost  duty,  and  that 
we  are  losing  nothing  in  efficiency  by  the  halt  at  this  place. 

Prom  all  that  I  learn  the  enemy  is  still  uncertain  as  to  where  the 
main  attack  is  to  be  made,  and  is  committing  the  error  of  dividing  his 
army  in  the  face  of  superior  forces.  If  he  abandons  the  position  on 
Laurel  Mountain,  the  troops  at  Philippi  will  press  him  closely.  I  shall 
know  to  night  with  certainty  what  he  has  in  the  pass  at  Huttonsville. 
I  am  told  that  he  has  moved  all  his  troops  thence  towards  Beverly. 
By  our  present  positions  wo  have  cnt  off  all  his  supplies  of  provisions 
from  thin  region,  so  that  he  must  depend  almost  entirely  upon  Staunton — 
a  long  haul,  over  a  rough  mountain  road. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  £.  McOLELLAJST, 
Major- General,  U.  8.  Army,  Commanding  Department, 


Btjokhannon,  Va.,  July  6, 1861. 

CoL  E.  D.  Townsbnd  : 

A  well-concerted  movement  to  catch  O.  J.  Wise,  with  his  eight  hun- 
dred men,  at  Ripley,  on  the 4th,  failed  in  consequence  of  the  rapidity  with 
which  the  rebels  fled  at  the  first  notice  of  the  approach  of  dauger. 

GEO.  B.  MoCLELLAN, 


No.  2. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen,  Geo.  B.  McClellan,  U.  S.  A.,  of  operation*  from 

July  6  to  15. 

Buokhannon,  July  [6],  1861. 

Lieut  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend  : 

Have  directed  movement  in  force  up  the  Great  Kanawha,  and  other 
movements  of  troops  covering  nearly  the  whole  of  Western  Virginia. 
My  advance  guard  goes  at  4  in  the  morning  to  occupy  the  Middle  Fork 
Bridge.  By  the  8th  or  9th  at  latest  I  ex|>ect  to  occupy  Beverly,  fighting 
a  battle  in  the  mean  while.  I  propose  to  drive  the  enemy  over  the  mount- 
ains towards  Staunton,  and  expect  your  further  orders  by  telegraph 
to  move  on  Staunton  on  the  south  or  towards  Wytheville. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAN, 

General 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

BuckKannon,  Va.,  July  «,  186L 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Colonel  :  My  advance  guard,  consisting  of  the  Fourth  and  Ninth 
Ohio,  Loomis'  Michigan  battery,  and  BurdsaPs  Ohio  dragoons,  under 
the  command  of  Col.  R.  L.  McCook,  moves  at  4  a.  m.  to-morrow  to  seize 
the  Middle  Fork  Bridge,  twelve  miles  from  here.  The  headquarters  will 
follow  as  soon  as  the  transportation  arrangements  can  be  completed — 
say  bv  9  a.  m.  Two  regiments  of  Rosecrans'  brigade  will  move  in  the 
morning.  Another  regiment  of  Schleieh's  brigade  would  have  moved 
in  support  of  the  advance  guard  bnt  for  an  unfortunate  blunder  iu  send- 
ing out  a  scouting  party  without  my  knowledge.  This  party  is  in  trou- 
ble, and  I  have  been  obliged  to  send  out  a  large  portion  of  the  Third 
Ohio  to  cover  its  retreat. 

I  expect  to  attack  the  enemy  on  the  8th  or  9th.  He  is  intrenched 
on  Rich  Mountain.  I  have  to-day  ordered  General  Morris  to  advance 
in  the  morning  from  Philippi  with  his  command  -  (sixty -two  companies 
and  one  battery)  to  within  one  and  a  half  miles  of  the  Laurel  Mountain, 
where  the  enemy  is  strongly  intrenched.  His  instructions  are  to  observe 
them  closely  and  to  follow  rapidly  any  movement  in  retreat,  but  not  to 
attack  until  he  hears  that  I  have  carried  Beverly. 

I  have  instructed  General  Cox  to  oocupy  Ripley  with  one  regiment, 
and  to  move  with  four  on  Charleston  and  the  Gauley  Bridge,  the  Ripley 
regiment  supporting  the  movement.  He  is  to  reopen  the  navigation  of 
the  Kanawha,  and  when  Gauley  is  occupied  will  open  a  communication 
with  me  via  Summersville  and  Bulltown.  Six  companies  are  to  occupy 
California,  the  county  seat  of  Roane;  four  to  hold  Wirt  County  Court- 
House  ;  six  companies,  Glenville  ;  two,  Weston ;  eight,  Bulltown ;  four, 
Frenchtown ;  two,  French  Creek.  At  least  four  will  hold  this  place 
after  we  advance. 

I  hope  the  General-in-Chief  will  regard  these  orders  as  prudent  and 
efficacious.  I  hope  in  a  few  days  to  occupy  all  that  portion  of  Western 
Virginia  that  is  in  my  department;  to  restore  order;  establish  the  au- 
thority of  the  provisional  government,  and  to  quell  the  secession  feeling. 
I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  going  somewhat  beyond  my  department, 
and  have  instructed  General  Cox  to  occupy  Barboursville  and  Guyan- 
dotte.  If  circumstances  permit,  and  the  General  does  not  object,  I 
would  be  glad,  after  securing  all  the  country  north  of  the  Great  Ka- 
nawha, to  move  on  Wytheville  and  cut  off  the  railroad  communication.  I 
shall  soon  be  prepared  to  do  that  or  move  on  Staunton,  as  the  General 
may  direct. 

Hoping  that  my  movements  may  meet  his  approval,  I  am,  very  truly, 

y°Ura'  GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Manor- General*  U.  S.  Arfnv.  Cominandina  Department. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Ohio, 

Buckhannon,  Fa.,  July  7,  1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend: 

An  unauthorized  scout  last  night  got  into  trouble,  but  extricated 
itself  with  great  gallantry,  losing  one  man  killed  and  five  wounded. 
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Brought  off  all  the  wounded  aud  the  musket  of  the  man  killed.  They 
killed  a  large  number  of  the  enemy,  who  were  probably  Georgia  troop*. 
The  enemy  did  not  pursue. 

GEO.  B.  MoCLBLLAN, 

Major- General. 

Buokhannon,  July  7, 1861. 

Col.  B.  D.  Town  send  : 

My  advance  guard,  under  Col.  B.  L.  McCook,  consisting  of  Fourth 
and  Ninth,  and  one  battery  aud  one  company  of  cavalry,  has  occupied 
Middle  Fork  Bridge,  twelve  miles  east.  Tenth  Indiana  has  moved  up  in 
support.  Headquarters  aud  four  regiments,  with  one  battery  aud  oue 
company  of  cavalry,  move  east  to-morrow.  Supply  train  now  arriving. 
Three  Indiana  regiments  march  to-morrow.  Enemy  said  to  be  intrenched 
in  force  in  my  front.  Cannot  rely  on  reports.  Will  uot  learn  what  I  have 
met  until  the  advance  guard  comes  in  contact.  I  will  be  prepared  to 
fight  whatever  is  in  front  of  me.  One  of  my  parties  .surprised  a  party 
near  Weston  last  night  and  took  prisoners  six  armed  men  with  their 
horses.  Another  party  of  fifty  killed  at  least  seveu  of  the  euemy,  and 
lost  one  man  killed  and  five  wounded.  Brought  off  all  the  wounded 
and  the  arms  of  the  killed.  Advance  guard  received  the  body  to-day. 
The  men  are  in  magnificent  spirits  for  a  battle.   The  only  trouble  will 

GEO.  B.  MoCLBLLAN, 

Major- General 

Buokhannon,  July  7, 1861. 

OoL  E.  D.  TOWNSEND,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Newspaper  reports  say  that  my  department  is  to  be  broken  up.  I  hope 
the  General  will  leave  uuder  my  control  both  the  operations  ou  the 
Mississippi  and  in  Western  Virginia.  If  he  cannot  do  so,  the  Iudiana 
and  Ohio  troops  are  necessary  to  my  success.  With  these  meaus  at 
my  disposal,  and  such  resources  as  I  command  in  Virginia,  if  the  Gov- 
ernment will  give  me  ten  thousand  arms  for  distribution  in  Eastern 
Tennessee  I  think  I  can  break  the  backbone  of  secession.  Please  in- 
struct whether  to  move  on  Staunton  or  on  to  Wy  theville  .•  I  thank  the 
General  for  his  commendation,  and  hope  to  deserve  rather  in  the  future 
than  in  the  past.  Please  enforce  the  occupation  of  Cumberland  aud 
Piedmont.  The  condition  of  things  in  that  vicinity  renders  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  occupy  both  these  points,  and  you  will  remember 
that  my  command  does  not  extend  that  far.  I  cannot  too  strongly  im- 
press upon  you  the  necessity  of  holding  these  points.  The  Pennsylvania 
State  troops  now  in  the  vicinity  of  Cumberland  will  answer  the  purpose 

GEO.  B.  MoCLBLLAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

July  9, 1861. 

General  McClellan,  U.  8*  Army,  Buokhannon : 

Your  telegrams  of  7th  received.  The  General  concedes  that  you  are 
the  best  judge  of  your  means  and  the  importance  of  the  objects  to  be 


•  General  Scott's  answer  follows. 
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gained ;  bat  when  you  speak  of  extending  your  operations  to  Staunton, 
and  even  to  Wytheville,  he  fears  your  line  will  be  too  long  without  in- 
termediate supports.  He  wishes  you  to  weigh  well  these  points  before 
deciding.  c 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND.  4 

  * 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Ohio, 

Middle  Fork  Bridge,  Fa.,  July  10,  186L  ? 

To  Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend  : 

In  sight  of  the  enemy,  who  is  strongly  intrenched  and  holds  firm.  A 
strong  armed  reconnaissance  is  now  starting  out  I  think  I  can  turn 
his  position ;  feel  sure  of  success  in  any  event.  This  country  exceedingly 
difficult  to  operate  in.  My  other  column  from  Philippi  is  also  within  a 
mile  of  the  intrenchments  on  Laurel  Hill ;  advanced  guards  within  two 
hundred  yard*  of  the  enemy  on  each  line;  all  my  men  eager  for  the  flight. 
The  companies  at  Glenville  are  safe,  and  favorable  chance  of  catting  oflf 
().  J.  Wise.  1  shall  make  no  further  extended  movement  without  lay- 
ing the  whole  case  before  the  General  and  obtaining  his  orders  in  ad- 
vance. Wish  to  clear  my  department  fully  of  the  enemy,  and  then  be 
ready  to  carry  out  the  views  of  the  General  in-Chief.  Can  shorten  dis- 
tance from  base  by  adopting  a  new  base  in  event  of  extended  operations. 

Please  send  me  more  regular  officers:  some  old  regiments,  if  possible. 
T  want  those  mountain  guns  at  once.  I  have  great  difficulties  to  meet, 
but  have  gone  into  them  knowing  that  the  General  will  give  me  support 
as  I  need  it,  and  that  he  will  appreciate  my  position. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major -General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Ohio, 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend: 

We  are  in  possession  of  all  the  enemy's  works  up  to  a  point  in  sight 
of  Beverly.  Have  taken  all  his  guns,  a  very  large-  amount  of  wagons, 
tents,  &c. — everything  he  had.  A  large  number  of  prisoners,  many  of 
whom  wounded.  Several  officers  prisoners.  They  lost  many  killed. 
We  have  lost  in  all  perhaps  twenty  killed  and  forty  wounded,  of  whom 
all  but  two  or  three  in  the  column  under  Rosecrans,  which  turned 
the  position.  Mass  of  enemy  escaped  through  the  woods  entirely  dis- 
organized. Among  prisoners,  Dr.  Taylor,  formerly  of  the  Army.  Colo- 
nel Pegram  was  in  command. 

Rosecrans'  column  left  camp  yesterday  morning  and  marched  some 
eight  miles  through  the  mountains,  reaching  turnpike  some  two  or  three 
miles  in  rear  of  the  enemy.  Defeated  an  advance  force,  taking  a  couple 
of  guns.  I  had  position  ready  for  twelve  guns  near  main  camp,  and  as 
guns  were  moving  up  ascertained  that  enemy  had  retreated.  I  am  now 
pnshiug  on  to  Beverly,  a  part  of  Rosecrans'  troops  being  now  within 
three  miles  of  it.  Our  success  complete  and  almost  bloodless.  Doubt 
whether  Wise  and  Johnston  will  unite  and  overpower  me.  Behavior  of 
troops  in  action  and  towards  prisoners  admirable. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Mayor- General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Department  op  the  Ohio, 

Camp  at  Beverly,  Va.y  July  12 — 8  p.  m. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  army  under  my 
command  has  gained  a  decisive  victory,  which  seems  to  have  accom- 
plished the  objects  of  my  march.  I  turned  the  enemy's  very  strong  in- 
trenchments  on  Rich  Mountain  yesterday  with  General  Rosecrans' 
brigade  of  four  regiments  and  one  company  of  cavalry.  He  had  a  spir- 
ited action  with  a  large  party  of  the  enemy  (who  had  two  guns)  on  the 
summit  of  the  mountain,  captured  both  guns,  and  killed  a  large  number 
of  the  enemy. 

This  morning,  as  we  were  in  the  act  of  moving  twelve  guns  into  a 
position  commanding  the  enemy's  intrenchments  by  a  road  cut  last  even- 
ing, it  was  ascertained  that  he  had  left  in  the  utmost  confusion.  We 
have  all  his  guns  (six  in  number),  all  his  wagons,  tents,  &c  The  num- 
ber of  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners  is  large.  Our  loss  very  small— 
about  11  killed  and  35  wounded. 

I  advanced  at  once  on  Beverly,  and  occupied  it  with  the  least  possible 
delay,  thus  cutting  off  Garnettf s  retreat  on  Huttonsville,  and  forcing 
him  to  take  the  Leedsville  and  Saint  George  road.  I  have  ordered  Gen- 
eral Morris  to  press  him  closely,  and  have  also  given  instructions  by 
telegraph  which  will  throw  from  5,000  to  6,000  men  and  four  guns  in  his 
front,  so  that  there  is  good  reason  to  hope  that  we  may  yet  capture  him. 
I  shall  move  on  Huttonsville  to-morrow  morning,  and  endeavor  to  seize 
the  Cheat  Mountain  pass  before  the  enemy  can  occupy  it  in  strength. 
With  that  pass  seized,  the  position  on  Cheat  River  (near  Rowlesbur^) 
strongly  occupied,  and  the  Gauley  Bridge  held,  as  it  probably  is  by  this 
time,  by  General  Cox,  I  think  we  shall  have  placed  the  occupation  of 
Western  Virginia  on  a  safe  basis.  After  reaching  Huttonsville  I  can 
determine  better  than  I  now  can  whether  it  will  be  advisable  to  occupy 
the  Greeubrier  Valley  at  present. 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  give  you  to-morrow  full  details  of  the  transactions 
of  the  last  few  days.  I  advanced  so  rapidly  to  this  place  that  it  is  not 
now  in  my  power.  We  occupy  here  a  very  strong  defensive  position. 
We  are  constantly  picking  up  more  prisoners. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAN. 
Major  General,  U.  8.  Ai 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 


Captured  official  papers  show  Garnett's  force  to  have  been  10,000  men. 
Please  give  instructions  as  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  the  prison- 
ers of  war.  I  shall  for  the  present  order  them  to  Columbus,  Ohio.  We 
have  several  officers,  among  them  Dr.  Taylor,  formerly  of  the  Medical 
Corps,  U.  S.  Army. 

G.  B.  MoC. 


Beverly,  Va.,  July  13, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend  : 

Success  of  to-day  is  all  that-  I  could  desire.  We  captured  six  brass 
cannon,  of  which  one  is  rifled,  all  their  camp  equipage  and  transporta- 
tion, even  to  his  tents.  The  number  of  tents  will  probably  reach  two 
hundred,  and  more  than  sixty  wagons.  Their  killed  and  wounded  will 
amount  to  fully  one  hundred  and  fifty ;  at  least  one  hundred  prisoners, 
and  more  coming  in  constantly.   I  know  already  of  ten  officers  killed 
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and  prisoners.  Their  retreat  complete.  Occupied  Beverly  by  a  rapid 
march. 

Garnett  abandoned  his  camp  early  this  morning,  leaving  much  of 
his  eqnipage.  He  came  within  a  few  miles  of  Beverly,  bnt  our  rapid 
march  turned  him  back  in  great  confusion,  and  he  in  now  retreating  on  the 
road  to  Saint  George.  I  have  ordered  General  Morris  to  follow  him  up 
closely.  I  have  telegraphed  for  the  two  Pennsylvania  regiments  at 
Cumberland  to  join  General  Hill  at  Rowlesburg.  The  general  is  con- 
centrating all  his  troops  at  Rowlesburg  to  cut  offl&arnett's  retreat  near 
West  Union,  or,  if  possible,  Saint  George.  I  may  say  that  we  have 
driven  out  some  ten  thousand  troops  strongly  intrenched,  with  the  loss 
of  eleven  killed  and  thirty-five  wounded. 

Provision  returns  found  here  show  Garnettfs  force  to  have  been  ten 
th ou sand  men.  They  were  Eastern  Virginians,  Georgians,  Tenues- 
seean8,  and,  I  think,  Carolinians.  To  morrow  I  can  give  full  details  as 
to  prisoners,  &c.  Will  move  on  Huttonsville  to-morrow,  and  endeavor 
to  seize  the  Cheat  Mountain  pass,  where  there  are  now  but  few  troops. 
I  hope  that  General  Cox  has  by  this  time  driven  Wise  out  of  the 
Kanawha  Valley.  In  that  case  I  should  have  accomplished  the  object 
of  liberating  Western  Virginia.  I  hope  the  general  will  approve  my 
operations. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters,  July  13, 1861. 

Gen.  McCLELLAN,  Beverly,  Va : 

The  General-in-Chief,  and  what  is  more,  the  Cabinet,  including  the 
President,  are  charmed  with  your  activity,  valor,  and  consequent  suc- 
cesses of  Kich  Mountain  the  llth,  and  of  Beverly  this  morning.  We 
do  not  doubt  that  you  will  in  due  time  sweep  the  rebels  from  Western 
Virginia,  but  we  do  not  mean  to  precipitate  you,  as  you  are  fast  enough. 

WINPIELD  SCOTT. 


Huttonsville,  Va.,  July  14, 1861. 

Colonel  Townsend  : 

Garnett  and  forces  routed:  his  baggage  and  one  gun  taken;  his 
army  demoralized ;  Garnett  killed.  We  have  annihilated  the  enemy  in 
Western  Virginia,  and  have  lost  thirteen  killed,  and  not  more  than  forty 
wounded.  We  have  in  all  killed  at  least  two  hundred  of  the  enemy, 
and  their  prisoners  will  amount  to  at  least  one  thousand.  Have  taken 
seven  guns  in  all.  I  still  look  for  the  capture  of  the  remnant  of  O  n 
nett's  army  by  General  Hill.  The  troops  defeated  are  the  crack  regi- 
ments of  Eastern  Virginia,  aided  by  Georgians,  Tennesseeans,  and 
Carolinians.  Our  success  is  complete,  and  secession  is  killed  in  this 
country. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Camp  near  Huttonsville,  July  14, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend  : 

I  have  just  returned  from  Cheat  River,  having  crossed  the  mountain 
with  a  strong  advanced  guard.  The  enemy  have  no  doubt  retreated 


Digitized  by  Google 


CBAr.TK.) 


CAMPAIGN   IN  WEST  VIRGINIA. 


205 


to  Staunton,  and  I  have  the  pleasure  to  announce  that,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Kanawha,  Ihe  part  of  Western  Virginia  included  in  my 
department  is  now  free  from  the  presence  of  the  enemy.  I  expect  every 
day  to  hear  that  the  measures  taken  to  drive  Wise  out  of  the  Kanawha 
have  proved  successful.  I  shall  now  proceed  to  scour  the  country  with 
small  columns,  unless  the  moral  effect  of  our  successes  has  sufficed  to 
disperse  the  guerrilla  bands.  The  three-months7  regiments  are  to  be 
reorganized,  and  some  time  will  be  required  to  prepare  this  hastily- 
organized  army  for  further  operations. 
The  general's  kind  telegraph  is  received.   Offer  him  my  thanks  for  it. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN. 


Hdqrs.  Army  op  Occupation  Western  Virginia, 

Camp  near  Huttonsville,  July  14,  1861. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  ibr  the  information  of  the  Com- 
manding General,  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  forces 
under  my  command  from  the  time  of  my  leaving  Grafton.  Previous  to 
my  departure  from  Grafton  I  became  satisfied  that  a  large  body  of  the 
rebel  army,  supposed  to  consist  of  six  or  seveu  thousand  men,  under 
Brig.  Gen.  Robert  S.  Garnett.  formerly  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  occupied  an 
intrenched  position  at  Laurel  Hill,  about  thirteen  miles  south  of  Phi- 
lippi,  on  the  turnpike  leading  to  Beverly,  with  the  apparent  intention  of 
making  a  determined  stand  at  that  point ;  whereupon  I  at  once  resolved 
to  push  on  with  all  the  available  force  at  my  disposal,  and  endeavor,  by 
making  a  rapid  detour  through  Buckhannon.  to  reach  Beverly,  and  strike 
their  rear,  cutting  off  their  supply  communication  from  Staunton. 

As  soon  as  I  had  concentrated  my  forces  at  Buckhannon  I  moved  for- 
ward, and  at  the  same  time  ordered  General  Morris  to  advance  from 
Philippi,  and  take  a  commanding  position  about  a  mile  and  a  half  dis- 
tant, and  directly  opposite  the  enemy's  works,  thereby  enabling  him  to 
divert  their  attention  from  me,  also  to  watch  their  movements,  and  be 
in  powtion  to  act  promptly  after  I  had  reached  their  rear,  at  Beverly. 
General  Morris  promptly  responded  to  my  order,  and  secured  the  proper 
position  with  but  slight  resistance,  aud  I  pushed  forward  with  my  col- 
umn as  rapidly  as  my  means  of  transportation  would  permit 

On  the  evening  of  the  0th  instant  I  arrived  at  Boaring  Creek,  near 
the  base  of  Rich  Mountain,  where  I  found  the  enemy  in  considerable 
force  had  destroyed  a  bridge,  and  were  strougly  intrenched  at  a  point 
where  the  road  enters  a  defile  leadiug  up  the  mountain,  about  two  miles 
distant  from  my  camp. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th  I  ordered  a  reconnaissance  in  force,  con- 
sisting of  the  Ninth  and  Fourth  Ohio  Volunteers,  aud  Looinis'  battery, 
miller  the  supervision  of  Lieutenant  Poc,  Topographical  Etigincers! 
This  was  pushed  within  two  huudred  yards  of  the  enemy's  guns,  aud 
resulted  in  the  loss  of  one  man  killed  and  one  wounded,  but  the  dense 
thickets  with  which  their  works  were  surrounded  prevented  the  attain- 
ment of  much  positive  or  satisfactory  information.  It  served,  however, 
to  confirm  my  previous  supposition,  that  the  intrenchraeuts  were  held 
by  a  large  force,  with  several  guns  in  position  to  command  the  front 
approaches,  and  that  a  direct  assault  would  result  in  a  heavy  and  un- 
necessary loss  of  life. 

These  considerations  at  once  determined  me  to  make  an  effort  to  turn 
their  flank  and  commence  theattack  from  the  rear.  Accordingly  I  ordered 
General  Rosecrans  to  move  at  4  o'clock  in  the  morning  with  the  Nine- 
teenth Ohio,  the  Eighth, Tenth,  aud  Thirteenth  Indiana  Regiments,  and 
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Burdsal's  dragoons,  to  oat  his  way  through  the  almost  impenetrable 
thickets  of  brush  to  the  lofty  summit  of  Rich  Mountain,  at  Hart's  farm, 
about  five  miles  distant,  and  to  move  thence  at  once  down  the  turnpike 
road  and  attack  the  intrenchments  in  rear,  and  during  the  progress  of 
his  march  to  communicate  with  me  every  hour.   The  remainder  of  the 


force  under  my  command  to  be  held  in  readiness  to  assault  in  front  as 
soon  as  Rosecrans'  musketry  should  indicate  that  he  was  immediately  in 
their  rear.  * 

The  order  to  General  Eosecrans  to  advance  to  attack  the  rear  of  the 
enemy's  lower  intrenchments  was  not  carried  out,  but  his  brigade  re- 
mained at  Hart's  farm  during  the  remainder  of  the  day  and  the  night, 
and  I  received  no  communication  from  him  after  about  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  s 
when  he  was  still  distant  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Hart's  farm.  * 

About  the  time  I  exi>ccted  the  general  to  reach  the  rear  of  their  in- 
trenchments I  moved  up  all  my  available  force  to  the  front,  and  remained 
in  person  just  in  rear  of  the  advauce  pickets,  ready  to  assault  when  the  i 
indicated  moment  should  arrive.  i 
In  the  mean  time  I  sent  Lieutenant  Poe  to  find  such  a  position  lor  our  J 
artillery  as  would  enable  us  to  command  the  works.   Late  in  the  after-  t 
noon  I  received  his  report  that  he  had  found  such  a  place.   I  immedi-  k 
ately  detailed  a  party  to  cut  a  road  to  it  for  our  guns,  but  it  was  too 
late  to  get  them  into  position  before  dark,  and  as  I  had  received  no 
intelligence  whatever  of  General  Rosecrans'  movements,  I  finally  deter- 
mined to  return  to  camp,  leaving  merely  sufficient  force  to  cover  the  < 
working  party.   Orders  were  then  given  to  move  up  the  guns  with  the 
entire  available  infantry  at  daybreak  the  following  morning.   As  the 
troops  were  much  fatigued,  some  delay  occurred  in  moving  from  camp, 
and  just  as  the  guns  were  starting  intelligence  was  received  that  the 
enemy  had  evacuated  their  works  and  fled  over  the  mountains,  leaviug 
all  their  guns,  means  of  transportation,  ammunition,  tents,  and  baggage  | 
behind.  \ 

Then,  for  the  first  time  since  11  o'clock  the  previous  day,  I  received 
a  communication  from  General  Rosecrans,  giving  me  the  first  intima- 


tion that  he  had  taken  the  enemy's  position  at  Hart's  farm,  from  which 
it  appeared  that  he,  with  great  difficulty  and  almost  superhuman  efforts 
on  the  part  of  his  men,  had  forced  his  way  up  the  precipitous  side  of 
the  mountain,  and  at  about  1  p.  m.  reached  the  summit,  where  he  en- 
countered a  portion  of  the  enemy's  force,  with  two  guns  in  position  be- 
hind earth  and  log  works — affording  protection  to  their  men. 

The  attack  was  commenced  by  the  enemy  with  heroic  spirit  and 
determination.  They  opened  upon  the  advance  of  our  column  with 
volleys  of  musketry  and  rapid  discharges  of  canister,  killing  several  of 
our  men,  and  at  first  throwing  them  into  some  confusion.  They,  how- 
ever, soon  rallied,  and  returned  a  brisk  and  accurate  fire,  which  told 
with  terrible  effect  in  the  enemy's  ranks — killing  and  wounding  nearly 
every  man  at  their  guns.  The  troops  then  advanced,  continuing  their 
well-directed  fire,  until  they  drove  the  enemy  from  their  position,  and 
caused  them  to  take  flight  down  the  turnpike  towards  their  intrench- 
ments at  the  base  of  the  mountain. 

The  troops  then  encamped  on  the  battle  field  at  about  2  o'clock  p.  m.. 
and  remained  there  until  the  following  morning,  when  I  made  a  rapid 
march  and  occupied  Beverly.  I  here  learned  that  General  Garnett,  as 
soon  as  he  discovered  we  were  approaching  his  rear  and  had  cut  off 
his  retreat  in  this  direction,  abandoned  his  intrenchments  at  Laurel 
Hill,  leaving  his  tents  and  other  property,  and  had  Trade  a  hasty 
re treat  in  the  night  over  a  rough  country  road  leading  towards  Saint 
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George.  General  Morris  had  been  repeatedly  instructed  by  me  to  keep 
a  close  watch  upon  Gnrnett's  movements,  and  to  be  ready  the  moment 
he  retreated  to  follow  him  up  vigorously  with  all  his  available  force, 
and  crush  him  if  possible ;  but,  much  to  my  surprise,  when  he  discovered: 
that  Garnett  had  escaped,  he  only  sent  a  portion  of  his  force  about 
eight  miles,  aud  then  halted  it  for  several  hours,  to  communicate  with 
me  and  bring  up  re-enforcements.  This  detention  gave  Garnett  the  op- 
portunity to  get  far  in  advance,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  rapid  and 
well  directed  march  of  the  advance,  conducted  by  Captain  Benham,  it 
is  believed  that  the  rebel  general  would  have  escaped  unharmed.  Cap- 
tain Benham  is  entitled  to  great  praise  for  his  prompt  and  energetic 
movement  upon  Garnett's  rear,  the  result  of  which  will  be  seen  from  his 
report  inclosed.  This  shows  that  General  Garnett  and  about  twenty 
others  of  the  enemy  were  killed,  and  fifty  prisoners  and  two  stands  of 
colors  and  one  rifle  cannon  taken,  besides  the  baggage  train  and  a  large 
amount  of  other  property.  I  take  very  great  pleasure  in  recommending 
Captain  Benham  to  the  especial  notice  of  the  General  in-Chief.  Imme- 
diately after  learning  that  Garnett  had  retreated,  I  ordered  Brigadier- 
General  Hill,  commanding  at  Grafton,  to  assemble  all  his  disposable 
force,  and  endeavor,  by  a  rapid  march  upon  Saint  George  or  West  Union, 
to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  rebels,  but  I  have  not  yet  heard  the  result 
of  his  movement  My  last  advices  this  evening  report  General  Hill'p 
advance  within  four  miles  of  the  retreating  rebels. 

I  have  not  time  now  to  notice  individual  acts  of  merit  aud  bravery 
displayed  in  the  recent  conflicts,  but  shall  take  an  early  opportunity 
of  presenting  them  to  you  in  detail.  I  cannot,  however,  let  the  pres- 
ent occasion  pass  without  making  mention  of  the  services  of  Brigadier- 
General  Rosecrans  in  conducting  his  command  up  the  very  precipi- 
tous sides  of  the  mountains  and  overcoming  the  formidable  obstacles 
which  impeded  his  progress  j  also  for  the  very  handsome  manner  in 
which  he  planned  and  directed  his  attack  upon  the  rebels  at  Hart's 
farm,  carrying  them  after  a  stout  and  determined  resistance. 

I  also  conceive  it  to  be  due  to  my  volunteer  aide-de-camp,  Col.  F.  W. 
Lander,  to  speak  of  his  services  in  this  connection.  He,  by  the  request 
of  General  Bosecrans,  accompanied  his  column,  and  by  his  experience 
assisted  materially  in  conducting  the  troops  over  a  most  difficult  coun- 
try, and  displayed  extraordinary  activity  and  courage  in  the  battle, 
He  escaped  unhurt,  having  the  horse  under  him  disabled  by  a  canister 
shot. 

I  pursued  the  retreating  rebels  yesterday  as  far  as  Cheat  River,  and 
became  satisfied  that  they  would  not  stop  short  of  Staunton.  I  there- 
fore returned  to  this  camp,  which  commands  the  communication  between 
Eastern  and  Western  Virginia,  over  the  Staunton  and  Parkersburg 
turnpike. 

General  Garnett's  command  when  last  heard  from  were  retreating  in 
great  confusion  near  the  North  Branch  of  the  Potomac,  on  the  road 
leading  from  West  Union  to  Willinmsport. 

I  trust  1  will  not  be  regarded  as  merely  conforming  to  a  formula 
when  I  express  the  great  obligations  due  to  my  personal  and  general 
staff,  who  by  their  good  judgment,  untiring  energy,  and  cool  conduct 
have  enabled  me  to  overcome  the  inevitable  diflQculties  of  an  imperfect 
and  hasty  organization,  and  to  accomplish  whatever  good  results  have 
been  achieved.  As  far  as  I  have  myself  observed  and  learned  from 
their  officers,  the  conduct  of  the  volunteers  who  participated  in  the 
actions  at  Rich  Mountain  and  at  Carrick's  Ford  was  unexceptionable. 
They  invariably  displayed  an  ardent  desire  to  meet  the  enemy,  and 
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great  gallantry  in  action,  and  in  my  judgment  all  they  require  to 
good  and  reliable  soldiers  is  a  little  more  drill  and  discipline. 

The  results  of  the  action  at  Rich  Mountain,  as  nearly  as  can  be 
tained,  were  as  follows : 

Our  loss  in  killed,  12;  wounded,  59;  no  prisoners.  The  loss  of  the 
enemy  in  killed,  135:  wounded  and  prisoners  not  yet  reported,  as  near 
as  can  be  determined  between  800  and  900.  Two  brass  6 -pounder  can- 
non, a  large  number  of  muskets,  two  stands  of  colors,  and  other  prop- 
erty were  taken.  Two  6- pounder  brass  cannon  were  captured  at  the 
lower  intrenchments  with  a  large  wagon  tnun,  with  horses  and  a  large 
number  of  tents. 

But  the  really  important  results  of  these  operations  are  the  complete 
rout  aud  annihilation  of  the  rebel  forces;  the  capture  of  one  ana  the 
death  of  the  other  of  their  leaders ;  that  this  portion  of  Western  Vir- 
ginia is  entirely  freed  from  their  presence,  and  that  there  is  now  not  one 
single  organized  band  of  the  rebels  on  this  side  of  the  mountain  north 
of  the  Kanawha  Valley. 

After  my  arrival  at  Beverly  I  received  a  note  from  Colonel  Pegram, 
containing  a  proposition  to  surrender  his  command  as  prisoners  of  war. 
This  note  with  my  reply  are  inclosed.  His  command,  consisting  of  33 
commissioned  officers  and  560  men,  are  now  prisoners. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAtf, 
Major  General,  U.  8.  Army,  Commanding. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Washington,  J).  0. 


Instructions  to  General  T.  A.  Morris. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Buckhannon,  Va.,  July  3,  1801.  » 

General  T.  A.  Morris,  Philippi: 

General  :  Yours  of  the  2d  has  reached  me.  After  questioning  « 
your  messenger  and  hearing  his  full  story,  I  confess  that  I  do  not  share 
your  apprehensions,  and  that  I  am  not  a  little  surprised  that  you  feel  the 
defense  of  Philippi  so  hazardous  and  dangerous  an  operation.  If  four 
thousand  (nearly)  of  our  men,  in  a  position  selected  and  fortified  in  ad- 
vance, with  ample  time  to  examine  the  ground  carefully  and  provide 
against  any  possible  plan  of  attack,  are  not  enough  to  hold  the  place 
against  any  force  these  people  can  bring  against  u%  I  think  we  had  bet- 
ter all  go  home  at  once.    If  we  cannot  fight  in  position,  1  am  much  mis-  i 


taken  as  to  our  men. 

I  have,  however,  in  deference  to  your  views,  ordered  the  Sixth  Ohio 
on  temporary  duty  with  you  until  the  crisis  has  passed,  although  1  be- 
lieve they  can  be  employed  to  more  advantage  at  other  points.  This  is 
all  the  re-enforcement  I  can  now  spare.  As  to  the  one  or  two  squad- 
rons of  efficient  cavalry  asked  for  by  Captain  Benham,  it  seems  hardly 
necessary  for  me  to  repeat  that  I  have  only  one  and  a  half  companies, 
such  as  they  are,  and  that  more  important  duty  is  for  them  here. 

You  have  only  to  defend  a  strong  position,  or,  at  most,  to  follow  a 
retreating  enemy.  I  fear  you  do  not  share  the  coufidence  I  feel  in  our 
men,  and  that  you  regard  their  cavalry  as  more  dangerous  than  I  do. 
I  feel  that  these  men  of  ours  can  be  worked  up  to  any  deed  of  daring, 
that  their  leaders  can  make  them  cool  under  tire,  and  that  a  couple  of 
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good  companies  of  infantry  can  drive  off  all  their  cavalry  in  this  mount- 
ainous country. 

I  propose  taking  the  really  difficult  and  dangerous  part  of  this  work 
on  my  own  hands.  I  will  not  ask  you  to  do  anything  that  I  would  not 
be  willing  to  do  myself.  But  let  us  understand  each  other.  I  can  give 
you  no  more  re-enforcements.  I  cannot  consent  to  weaken  any  further 
the  really  active  and  important  column  which  is  to  decide  the  fate  of 
the  campaign.  If  you  cannot  uudertake  t  J  ■  *  -  defense  of  Philippi  with 
the  force  uow  under  your  control,  I  must  tind  some  one  who  will.  I 
have  ordered  up  Latham's  companv,  all  of  Keys'  cavalry  that  are  tit  to 
take  the  field,  and  the  Sixth  Ohio. 

Do  not  ask  for  further  r«-enforcement8.  If  you  do,  I  shall  take  it  as  a 
request  to  be  relieved  from  your  command  and  to  return  to  Indiana. 

I  have  spoken  plainly.  1  speak  officially.  The  crisis  is  a  grave  one, 
and  I  must  have  generals  under  me  who  arc  willing  to  risk  as  much  as 
I  am,  and  to  be  content  to  risk  their  lives  and  reputation  with  such 
means  as  I  can  give  them.  Let  this  be  the  last  of  it.  Give  me  full 
details  as  to  the  information  you  obtained — not  luere  rumors,  but  facts — 
and  leave  it  to  my  judgment  to  determine  what  force  you  need.  I  wish 
action  now  and  determination. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

^X^QlY  I  y  (sQfyfl         ^Kfa^^p  • 

IInclo.uwNo.2.1 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Buckliannon,  7a.,  July  6, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  T.  A.  Morris,  Commanding  at  Philippi  : 

General:  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  advance 
from  your  present  position  to-morrow  morning,  and  take  up  a  position 
within  two  miles  of  the  enemy — near  Elliott's  farm — in  preference  on 
the  son th  side  of  Barker's  Mill  Bun,  on  the  heights  in  rear  of  Will- 
iam Yeager's  house.  It  is  deemed  preferable  to  avoid  the  defile  north 
of  the  Elliott  house  by  crossing  the  river  somewhere  near  the  nineteen- 
mile  post  from  Beverly,  and  recrossing  at  the  ford  where  the  Middle 
Fork  road  crosses  just  at  the  position  to  be  occupied  by  you. 

Tour  train  may  remain  at  Philippi.  under  a  sufficient  escort,  until 
you  have  occupied  your  new  position.  Yon  will  move  prepared  to  force 
any  opposition  offered,  and  will  at  all  hazards  accomplish  the  object 
proposed.  Occupy  Beliugton  by  a  strong  advanced  guard,  and  place 
a  strong  detachment  to  cover  the  paths  leading  from  the  rebel  camp  to 
the  left  fiank  of  your  iK>sitioii.  From  this  position  push  out  strong  in- 
fantry reconnaissances,  to  ascertain  the  exact  position,  condition,  and 
movements  of  the  enemy.  Watch  them  closely  day  and  night  Have 
everything  ready  to  pursue  them  should  they  retreat,  and  follow  them 
up  closely  in  that  event.  Make  extended  reconnaissances,  calculated 
to  give  the  impression  that  the  main  attack  is  to  be  made  by  you,  and 
use  all  efforts  to  retain  them  in  their  present  position.  Arrange  your 
hour  of  starting  from  Philippi  so  that  you  will  by  an  easy  march  reach 
the  vicinity  of  Elliott's  within  an  hour  or  two  after  sunrise. 

Let  your  advanced  guard  be  of  infantry,  strong,  and  near  the  main 
column.  Do  not  push  out  any  advanced  cavalry  patrols.  A  strong  ad- 
vanced guard  will  move  from  here  to-morrow  morning  to  occupy  the 
Middle  Fork  Bridge.  By  the  next  day  the  Roaring  Creek  Bridge  will 
be  taken,  and  perhaps  on  the  same  day  the  town  of  Beverly  will  be 
14  R  R — Vol,  11 
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occupied.  The  general  is  delayed  by  the  non-arrival  of  supplies,  but 
hopes  to  occupy  Beverly  on  Tuesday,  at  latest— probably  on  Monday. 

lie  asks  you  to  do  all  in  your  power  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  in 
their  present  position,  and  to  induce  them  to  believe  that  you  will  make 
the  main  attack  j  the  object  beiug  to  cut  them  off  at  Beverly. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  S^WILLIAMS,^ 


To. ».) 

Letter  from  Lieut  Col.  John  Pegram,  C.  8.  Army. 

Headquarters  at  Mb.  Kittle's  House, 
Near  TygarVn  Valley  River,  6  Mils*  from  Beverly,  July  12, 1861. 

Commanding  Ofpioeb  op  Nobthebn  Forces,  Beverly,  Va. : 

Sib  :  1  write  to  state  to  you  that  I  have,  in  consequence  of  the  retreat 
of  General  Garoett,  and  the  jaded  and  reduced  'condition  of  my  com- 
mand, most  of  them  having  been  without  food  for  two  days,  concluded, 
with  the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  my  captains  and  field  officers,  to 
surrender  my  command  to  you  to-morrow  as  prisoners  of  war.  I  have 
only  to  add,  I  trust  they  will  only  receive  at  your  hands  such  treatment 
as  has  been  iuvariably  shown  to  the  Northern  prisouers  by  the  South. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  PEGRAM, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  P.  A.  C.  8.,  (commanding. 

(Ioctomire  No.  4.) 

Letter  from  General  McClellan  to  John  Pegram,  C.  8.  Army. 

Headquabtebs  Depabtmbnt  op  the  Ohio, 

Beverly,  Va.,  July  13, 1861. 

John  Peobam,  Esq., 

Styling  himself  Lieutenant- Colonel,  P.  A.  C.  8. : 

Sib  :  Your  communication,  dated  yesterday,  proposing  to  surrender 
as  prisoners  of  war  the  force  assembled  under  your  command,  has  been 
delivered  to  inc.  I  will  receive  you,  your  officers  and  men,  as  prisoners, 
and  I  will  treat  you  and  them  with  the  kindness  due  to  prisoners  of 
war,  but  it  is  not  in  my  i>ower  to  relieve  you  or  them  from  any  liabilities 
incurred  by  taking  arms  against  the  United  States. 
1  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAN, 
Major  General,  U.  8.  Army,  Commanding  Department 


Headquabtebs  Department  op  the  Ohio, 

Camp  near  Huttonsville,  Va,,  July  15, 1861. 

Colonel:  I  have  sent  by  Major  Marcy  a  brief  account  of  the  opera- 
tions which  have  resulted  in  the  dispersion  of  the  rebels  in  this  portion 
of  Western  Virginia  and  in  driving  them  completely  beyond  the 
mountains.  I  am  in  constaut  expectation  of  hearing  from  General  Cox 
that  his  efforts  to  drive  the  Wises  out  of  the  Kanawha  Valley  and  occupy 
the  Gauley  Bridge  have  been  crowned  with  success.  Should  there  be 
auy  delay  in  that  quarter,  1  will  take  a  few  regiments  and  move  by- 
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Weston,  Bnlltown,  Sutton,  &c,  on  the  Gaaley  Bridge,  in  order  to  bring 
the  matter  to  a  speedy  conclusion. 

As  far  as  I  can  now  learn  the  effect  of  our  operations  against  the 
larger  forces  has  been  to  cause  the  small  guerrilla  bands  to  disappear, 
and  I  think  we  shall  have  no  great  difficulty  in  securing  the  entire 
pacification  of  this  region.  I  propose  moving  back  to  Beverly  to-morrow 
with  headquarters,  the  advance-guard  brigade,  Howe's  battery,  and 
Barker's  cavalry.  I  will  leave  hero  for  the  present  Schlcieh's  brigade, 
consisting  of  the  Third  Ohio,  Fourteenth  and  Fifteenth  Indiana,  Loomis' 
battery,  and  Burdsal's  cavalry,  with  instructions  to  place  an  advance 
guard  in  the  mountain,  and  to  patrol  the  road  in  advance  frequently. 
At  Beverly  I  will  be  iu  a  position  to  move  promptly  to  any  quarter 
required.  The  rather  aunoyiug  business  of  reorganizing  the  three- 
months'  regiments  is  now  to  be  gone  through  with.  I  have  some  four- 
teen of  that  character  in  my  command.  While  this  is  lieing  done,  I  will 
endeavor  so  to  locate  the  three-years'  troops  as  to  have  good  camps  of 
instruction,  while  the  necessary  defensive  purposes  are  at  the  same  time 

To  effect  this,  I  would  ask  the  attention  of  the  General-in-Chief  to 
the  great  necessity  for  the  appointment  of  more  general  officers  for  the. 
t  lin*'  years'  service.  But  one  brigadier-gem  ml  has  yet  been  appointed 
for  Ohio,  and  none  for  Indiana.  The  appointment  of  J.  J.  Reynolds 
(formerly  of  the  artillery,  now  brigadier-general  in  the  Indiana  State 
service)  is  much  desired  by  the  troops  from  that  State,  and  I  hope  that 
he  may  receive  the  iirst  appointment  I  would  be  glad  to  have  him 
here  now  to  place  him  in  command  at  this  post.  With  the  raw  material 
which  composes  this  army  it  would  seem  absolutely  necessary  that  we 
should  have  general  officers  of  military  education. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  express  the  hope  that  a  brigade  of  the  old  regular 
infantry  and  some  companies  of  regular  cavalry  may  be  assigned  to 
my  command,  if  it  is  intended  that  I  shall  be  engaged  in  further  active 
operations.  While  engaged  in  reorganizing  the  three  months'  regiments 
there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  done  in  completing  the  organization  of  the 
trains  and  various  staff  departments. 

Maj.  R.  B.  Marcy,  who  has  beeu  acting  during  this  brief  campaign  as 
inspector-general  of  this  army,  is  in  full  possession  of  my  views,  and  can 
communicate  them  better  orally  than  I  can  on  paper.  May  I  ask  that 
the  General-in-Chief  will  communicate  to  the  major  for  my  benefit  so 
much  of  his  iutentions  as  may  bo  necessary  to  enable  mo  to  conform  my 
preparations  and  movements  to  his  views,  it  being  ray  desire  to  act  in 
strict  accordance  with  the  General's  wishes. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLKLLAN, 
Major  General,  U.  H.  Army. 

Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSTSND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Col.  John  M.  Oonnell,  Seventeenth  Ohio  Infantry,  of  skirmish  at 

Qlenville. 

Buckhannon,  Va.,  July  8,  1801—3  p.  m. 

General  :  My  scout  Edwards,  just  in,  effected  his  escape  through 
the  enemy's  lines  at  Glenville  about  two  hours  after  the  fight  began 
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yesterday.   Thirty-five  men  first  attacked  and  fired  upon  oar  pickets  s 
without  injuring  them.   They  returned  the  fire  effectually,  and  got 
safely  into  rump.    All  of  our  pickets  got  safely  in  during  the  uight. 

The  advance  of  the  enemy  was  composed  of  aliout  100  well  armed  and  i 

disciplined  men,  and  by  dark  last  night  our  little  force  was  surrounded,  * 

the  enemy  covering  the  three  roads  leading  past  the  Court  House.  > 

He  brings  no  definite  information  as  to  nuinl>crof  enemy;  thiuks  at 

least  2,500,  1,000  of  whom  are  an  Eastern  Virginia  regiment,  well  armed  n 

and  equipped  and  disciplined,  the  rest  militia.  4 


Irregular  firing  was  kept  up  during  the  night.  At  daybreak,  in  the 
language  of  the  scout,  "  Both  sides  were  firing  like  hell,7'  our  men  hold- 
ing good  their  posit  ion.  Tyler's  two  companies  stopped  last  night  ten 
miles  this  side  of  Glenville,  for  what  reason  God  only  knows.  But  the 
delay  has  probably  occasioned  the  cuttiug  off  of  my  brave  boys. 

(3olonel  Tyler  himself  at  10  o'clock  this  morning  was  not  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  Weston.  If  our  men  at  Glenville  cannot  hold  out  till  to- morrow 
morning  Tyler  and  Lytle  will  not  reach  Wise  at  all. 

The  scout  reports  that  our  men  are  behaving  nobly,  determined  to 
hold  their  position. 
Respectfully, 

J.  M.  CONNELL, 
Seventeenth  Ohio  Volunteers. 


No.  4.  | 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  8.  Rosecrans,  U.  8.  -Amy,  of  preliminary 

operations  from  June  27  to  July  3. 

Junk  29, 1861. 

[Genkral:]  On  the  receipt  of  your  instructions  by  telegraph  to  pro- 
ceed to  Elk  Camp,  after  midnight  of  the  27th  I  took  my  staff  and  sixty-five 
Chicago  dragoons,  under  Captain  Barker,  and  arrived  at  0  a.  m.  I  found 
it  about  ten  miles  below  Clarksburg,  in  the  woods,  in  a  bend  of  the  Elk, 
and  about  one  mile  and  a  half  above  the  bridge.  They  were  sent  to 
cover  in  the  position  marked  A  on  the  sketch  herewith.*  Spending 
two  or  three  hours  in  reducing  things  to  order  and  reconnoitering  the 
locality,  I  found  there  was  no  room  for  any  one  of  the  regiments,  and 
some  had  not  even  room  for  a  company  roll-call.  Meanwhile  I  received 
your  dispatch  by  messenger,  announcing  the  departure  of  General 
Schleich  and  of  Colonel  McCook  for  the  same  spot.  I  had  the  long-roll 
beat,  and  the  troops  assembled  from  the  woods,  fields,  and  ravines, 
where  they  were  roaming.  Those  were  arrested  who  did  not  obey  the 
call,  and  experienced  its  meaning.  Having  given  them  this  lesson  I 
dismissed  them  for  dinner,  and  gave  orders  that  after  they  should  pre- 
pare for  a  march.  I  then  went  forward  to  examine  the  country  for  a  suit- 
able camp.  The  valley  in  which  is  the  Buckhaunon  turnpike  is  narrow, 
winding  along  through  high  hills,  covered  with  timothy  and  clover,  and 
offers  no  sufficient  space  for  an  encampment  until  you  reach  Duncan's 
Bottom.  Arriving  there,  the  citizens  of  the  vicinity  told  mo  I  could  fiud 
a  good  camping  ground  in  a  valley  beyond  Matty  Mountain ;  it  proved 
a  mistake,  and  I  returned  to  this  place,  where  I  met  the  head  of  the 
column,  and  ordered  them  to  encamp  for  the  night- 
It  was  then  8  o'clock,  and  I  proceeded  to  Schleich's  camp  and  wrote 
you  the  dispatch  sent  last  evening.  On  my  way  I  found  McCoo  k's  regi  • 

•Not  found. 
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meut  ou  the  only  ground  fit  for  the  camp  at  the  bridge,  which  the  Eighth 
and  Tenth  were  sent  to  cover  at  the  point  marked  0.  Schleich  had  gone 
into  camp  at  the  Elk  Camp  at  A  on  the  sketch.  I  returned  home  at 
12.30  o'clock  last  night,  and  this  morning  read  your  letter  of  the  27th. 
Yesterday  intelligence  of  the  non-occupation  of  Buckhannon  was  con- 
firmed this  morning  by  a  scout  of  the  Nineteenth,  who  slept  there  last 
night,  and  found  no  secession  torces.  As  telegraphed  you  last  night,  I 
am  more  and  more  afraid  we  shall  be  compelled  to  hunt  rather  than  fight. 

After  these  details  of  my  movements  and  position  I  have  only  to  add 
that,  according  to  the  tenor  of  your  instructions  to  occupy  Buckhannon 
with  one  regiment  when  I  deemed  it  safe,  I  have  sent  the  Ninth  Ohio, 
under  Colonel  McCook,  who  will  probably  reach  there  by  6  o'clock  this 
evening. 

No  one,  my  dear  general,  among  your  general  friends,  has  more  dis- 
interested and  earnest  wishes  for  the  success  of  yoar  efforts  than  the 
writer  of  this  letter.  None  under  your  command  are  more  loyally, 
cheerfully  ready  to  conform  to  the  duties  of  a  subordinate  position,  and 
I  even  flatter  myself  I  understand  the  position  as  well  as  most  of  your 
brigadiers.  Beview,  it  you  please,  that  letter  which  you  have  put  on 
record,  and  say  whether,  after  you  receive  this,  both  private  feelings 
"  public  interest  are  likely  to  be  the  better  for  it 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  8.  BOSECRANS, 
Briaadier- General,  U.  8.  Army. 


Hdqrs.  Ohio  and  Indiana  Pbov.  Beig., 

United  States  Volunteer  Militia, 

Camp  Buckhannon,  June  30,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  send  this  by  special  messenger  to  open  communication  with 
you.  By  order  of  Major-General  McClellan,  after  a  nighf  s  march  I  occu- 
pied this  place  with  my  brigade — the  Eighth  and  Tenth  Indiana  and 
Nineteenth  Ohio— this  morning  at  7  o'clock  amid  the  cheers  and  con- 
gratulations of  the  citizens.  The  Beverly  and  Weston  roads  are  occu- 
pied in  peace,  and  patrols  will  be  established  to  scour  the  country  in  all 
directions.  Let  me  know  how  you  are  situated,  and  advise  me  of  any- 
thing  relating  to  the  movements  of  the  secessionists  in  our  region  and 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  S.  BOSECRANS, 

Brigadier-  General 

Ool.  E.  B.  Tyler, 

\jmo  u.  a.  volunteer  infantry,  yyexton. 


Hdqrs.  Ohio  and  Indiana  Prov. 

United  States  Volunteer  Militia, 

Buckhannon,  Va.,  July  3, 1861. 

General  :  Of  the  matters  on  which  I  wished  to  consult  was  the  order 
to  be  given  to  the  detached  portion  of  the  Seventeenth  Ohio  Regiment. 
Colonel  Connell,  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pond  and  four  companies  of 
the  regiment,  was  detached  aud  landed  at  Petroleum  on  the  26th  ultimo, 
with  orders  to  proceed  to  Hughes'  River,  and  take  position  to  command 
the  Staunton  road  and  the  road  from  Glenville  through  Burning  Springs 
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to  Parkersburg,  and  await  orders.  Subsequently  he  received  an  addi- 
tional supply  of  provisions,  and  directions  to  proceed  to  Glenville,  and 
thence  to  Weston,  unless  unforeseen  circumstances  should  require  other 
action.  Siuce  theu  Colonel  Tyler  informed  me  that  he  was  thirty-seveu 
miles  west  of  Glenwood.  I  wrote  Colonel  Tyler  to  communicate  with 
him,  and  gave  no  further  orders,  until  I  knew  your  views  of  the  forces 
in  that  direction. 

One  company,  under  Captain  Stinchcomb,  of  Colonel  Sill's  [Council's] 
regiment,  was  detailed  as  a  train  guard  during  the  24th  to  28th  ultimo, 
when  I  was  removed  from  the  opportunity  of  communicating  with  them. 
Three  companies,  under  Major  Steele,  a  very  enterprising  officer  of  that 
regiment,  was  detached  at  Clarksburg  on  the  27th  to  proceed  to  Parkers- 
burg,  and  there  take  boats  for  Ripley,  Bavenswood,  and  Belleville. 

The  major  arrived  in  Parkersburg  on  Friday,  the  28th.  On  the  same 
evening  he  embarked  on  two  steamboats,  commanded  by  Captain  Koun tz, 
and  reached  a  landing  two  miles  below  Bavenswood  with  two  compa- 
nies, leaving  the  other  steamboat  to  land  above  Belleville,  and  march 
down  and  take  it  while  the  two  landed  at  Bavenswood. 

The  major  proceeded  to  Ripley,  which  he  reached  at  4  a.  m.  of  the 
29th.  He  placed  his  advance  guard  hidden  from  sight,  and  having  sur- 
rounded the  place,  completely  surprised  it,  capturing  the  postmaster  and 
some  eighty  other  secessionists.  He  administered  the  oat h  of  allegiauce 
to  the  captives  ;  installed  the  postmaster  newly  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment; took  the  captive  postmaster  with  him  to  Bavenswood,  where 
they  captured  all  they  could,  and  swore  them  in  as  at  Bipley.  The  other 
company  landed  and  cleared  Belleville.  Major  Steele  deemed  it  prudent 
to  leave  two  companies  (D  and  I)  at  Bavenswood,  and  brought  the  other 

one  to  Clarksburg,  which  he  reached  on  the  morning  of  the  .  One 

coinpauy  remains  in  Parkersburg.  This  bein£  the  position  of  the  detach- 
ment of  the  Seventeenth,  the  question  arises,  what  shall  be  done  with 
them  t 

Will  you  send  down  all  the  companies  of  the  Twenty-second  to  Parkers- 
burg, to  enable  Gilmore  to  test  the  three  years'  question,  and  return  the 
three  companies  of  the  Seventeenth,  that  they  may  rejoin  this  brigade f 
What  orders  will  you  give  for  Colonel  Conn  ell  f  An  auswer  to  these 
questions  seems  necessary  before  I  can  give  orders  to  Major  Steele.  I 
send  this  with  him  to  expedite  the  matter. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  BOSECBANS. 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  B.  McClellan, 

U.  8.  Army,  Comdg.  Dep'tof  the  Ohio,  Bvckhannon,  Va. 


No.  5. 


Report  of  Brig.  Qcn.  W.  8.  Rosecrans,  U.  8.  A.,  of  engagentent  at  Rich 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  U.  S.  V.  M., 

Beverly,  Va.y  July  19,  18C1. 

Major  :  In  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  major-general  command- 
ing, 1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  the  First  Brigade,  consisting  of  the  Eighth  and  Tenth  Indiana  Vol- 
uuteer  Militia,  the  Thirteenth  ludiana  IT.  S.  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
the  Nineteenth  Ohio  U.  S.  Volunteer  Militia,  which  resulted  in  dislodg- 
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ing  the  rebel  forces  from  their  intrenched  positiou  at  Camp  Garnett,  on 
Rich  Mountain. 

After  the  armed  reconnaissance  was  over,  by  direction  of  the  major- 
general  I  ordered  the  Eighth  ludiana  to  bivouac  iu  advance  jof  the 
camp  at  Koaring  Creek,  and  the  Tenth  uud  Thirteenth  into* camp. 
About  10  p.  m.  1  came  to  the  headquarters  with  a  plan  for  turning  the 
enemy's  position.  The  general  having  considered  it,  and  heard  the  in- 
formation on  which  it  was  based,  was  pleased  to  direct  me  to  carry  it 
out,  and  for  that  purpose  ordered  Colonel  Sullivan,  of  the  Thirteenth 
Indiana,  and  Burdsal's  cavalry,  temporarily  attached  to  the  brigade,  and 
that  the  movement  should  begin  at  daylight  of  the  next  morning.  The 
troops  were  ordered  to  parade  in  sileuce,  under  arms,  without  knap- 
sacks, with  one  day's  rations  in  their  haversacks,  and  their  canteens 
filled  with  water.  By  inadvertence,  the  assembly  was  sounded  in 
the  Nineteenth  Ohio  Regiment,  and  lights  put  in  several  tents.  When 
I  discovered  it,  they  were  promptly  extinguished.  The  pickets  relieved, 
the  regimental  camps  and  guards,  with  the  sick  and  a  few  men  of  each 
company  remaining,  orders  were  given  that  the  reveille  should  be  beaten 
at  the  usual  hour,  and  the  column  formed  and  moved  forward  in  the 
following  order  and  strength : 

1.  Eighth  Indiana,  under  Benton   242  strong. 


Colonel  Lander,  accompanied  by  the  guide,  led  the  way  through  a 
pathless  forest,  over  rocks  and  ravines,  keeping  far  down  on  the  south- 
eastern declivities  of  the  mountain  spurs,  and  using  no  ax,  to  avoid 
discovery  by  the  enemy,  whom  we  "supposed  would  be  on  the  alert,  by 
reason  of  the  appearance  of  unusual  stir  in  our  camp,  and  the  lateness 
of  the  hour.  A  rain  set  in  about  6  a.  m.  and  lasted  until  about  11  o'clock 
a.  in.  with  intermissions,  during  which  the  column  pushed  cautiously 
and  steadily  forward,  and  arrived  at  last  and  halted  in  rear  of  the  crest 
on  the  top  of  Rich  Mountain.  Hungry,  and  weary  with  an  eight  hours' 
march  over  a  most  unkindly  road,  they  laid  down  to  rest-,  while  Colonel 
Lander  and  the  general  examined  the  country.  It  was  found  that  the 
guide  was  too  much  scared  to  be  with  us  longer,  and  we  had  another 
valley  to  cross,  another  hill  to  climb,  another  descent  beyond  that  to 
make,  before  we  could  reach  the  Beverly  road  at  the  top  of  the  mount- 
ain. On  this  road  we  started  at  2  o'clock,  and  reached  the  top  of  the 
mountain,  alter  the  loss  of  an  hour's  time  by  mistake  in  the  direction 
of  the  head  of  the  column,  in  rectifying  which  the  Tenth  Indiana  took 
the  advance. 

Shortly  after  passing  over  the  crest  of  the  hill,  the  head  of  the  column, 
ordered  to  be  covered  by  a  company  deployed  as  skirmishers,  was  fired 
on  by  the  enemy's  pickets,  killing  Sergeant  James  A.  Taggart  and  dan- 
gerously wounding  <  'apt.  Christopher  Miller,  of  the  Tenth. 


The  column  then  advanced  through  dense  brushwood,  emerging  into 
rather  more  open  brush-wood  and  trees,  when  the  rebels  opened  a  fire  of 
both  musketry  and  G-pounders,  firing  some  case  shot  and  a  few  shells. 
The  Tenth  advanced  and  took  position  at  A,  Plan  No.      with  one 


425  " 

650  " 
525  " 


Total  infantry 
5.  Burdaal'a cavalry. 

Aggregate. 


1,842 
76 


1.917 


•  The  " plana"  referred  to  in  this  report  are  not  found. 
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company  deployed  as  skirmishers  covering  its  front.  The  Eighth  ad- 
vanced, and  halted  in  column  of  fours  at  B.  The  Thirtee.  ih  advanced 
to  C,  in  an  old  road,  where  it  was  ordered  to  occupy  the  heights  with 
three  companies  at  d  d  d,  and  skirmish  down  the  hill,  keeping  strong 
reserves  on  the  top.  Three  companies  were  ordered  back  to  E,  to  cover 
the  debouche  up  the  valley  on  the  left.  The  companies  of  the  remainder 
were  to  fill  the  space  in  the  line  marked  TTT,  the  remaining  two  com- 
panies standing  in  column  at  t.  The  Nineteenth  Ohio  came  down  the 
road  and  halted  in  column  at  H. 

Owing  to  misunderstanding  orders,  Colonel  Sullivan  occupied  the 
hill  with  his  whole  regiment,  and  it  took  forty  minutes  to  correct  the 
error  and  get  into  the  proper  position,  as  indicated.  Tbe  command 
u  Forward"  was  then  given,  and  another  company  from  the  right  of  the 
Tenth  deployed  as  skirmishers,  leaving  an  interval  through  which  the 
Eighth  could  pass  in  column  and  charge  the  rebel  battery  on  the  left  of 
their  position  at  Z  as  soon  as  our  fire  had  told  properly.  At  the  same 
time  Colonel  Sullivan  was  to  take  his  four  companies  and  charge  aronnd 
the  road  on  the  left. 

Alter  au  advance  of  fifty  yards  and  some  heavy  firing  from  our  line, 
the  enemy  showed  signs  of  yielding,  and  I  gave  orders  to  the  Eighth, 
and  sent  then)  to  the  colonel  of  the  Thirteenth,  to  charge  in  column. 
The  Eighth  made  a  mistake  and  got  into  line  at  B,  where,  in  considera- 
tion of  their  abundant  supplies  of  ammunition,  I  left  them.  The  Thir- 
teenth went  into  column  at  D,  Plan  2.  Seven  companies  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Ohio  deployed  into  line  at  H,  and  delivered  two  splendid  volleys, 
when  the  enemy  broke.  Meanwhile  I  rode  rouud  to  the  Thirteenth,  and 
drove  them  into  charge  up  across  the  road,  as  shown  at  I.  Tbe  Tenth 
charged  by  fours  at  J.  The  Eighth  came  down  and  charged  upon  the 
rebel  front  at  K. 

The  battle  was  over,  the  enemy  dispersed ;  one  piece  of  cannon  taken  at 
A,  auother  at  B,  and  their  dead  and  wounded  scattered  over  tbe  hillside. 

Learning  from  a  captive  that  the  Forty-fourth  Virginia  and  some 
Oeorgia  troops  and  cavalry  were  itelow,  and  finding  it  too  late  to  con- 
tinue the  operations  against  the  rebels'  positiou  that  evening  with 
troops  as  much  exhausted  as  were  ours,  and  threatened,  too,  by  succors, 
the  troops  were  bivouacked  in  the  position  shown  on  Plan  No.  2,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hollingsworth  going  down  on  the  ridge  with  six  com- 
panies to  the  position  mentioned  within  half  a  mile  of  the  rebel  pickets. 

The  two  brass  O-pouuders  captured  were  put  in  order,  and,  under 
command  of  Captain  Koukle,  Nineteenth  Ohio,  placed,  one  looking  down 
the  Beverly  road  at  C,  the  other  at  D,  looking  towards  Camp  Garnet  t. 
During  that  rainy  night  our  men  bivouacked  cheerfully,  aud  turned 
out  with  great  promptitude  whenever  the  rebels  by  their  movements 
alarmed  our  pickets. 

About  3  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  12th  our  pickets  brought  iu  a 
prisoner  from  the  rebel  camp,  from  whom  I  learned  their  forces  were 
disorganized  and  probably  dispersing.  This  determined  the  disposition 
for  the  attack  on  tbe  camp.  I  ordered  Colonel  Beatty,  with  all  the 
Nineteenth,  to  proceed  along  the  ridge  and  take  their  position  on  the 
south  side  of  the  road,  and  directed  Burdsal's  cavalry,  accompanied  by 
one  company  of  the  Tenth  Indiana,  to  reconnoiter  down  the  road. 
Colonel  Sullivan,  with  the  Thirteenth,  was  to  follow  the  movement 
promptly,  and  by  his  skirmishers  to  clear  the  hillside  north  of  the  road. 

These  orders  were  obeyed,  and,  finding  the  position  abandoned, 
Burdsal's  cavalry  and  Company  C,  Tenth  Indiana  Regiment,  entered 
the  camp  about  6  o'clock  a.  m.,  where  they  found  and  took  prisoners 
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10  officers,  5  non-commissioned  officers,  and  54  privates ;  the  descrip- 
tive list  of  which  is  hereto  attached,  and  marked  A. 

Colonel  Beatty  entered  the  upper  camp  about  the  same  time,  aud 
occupied  it,  taking  charge  of  the  property,  among  which  were  two  brass 
6- pounders  and  some  eighty  tents,  four  caissons,  and  one  hundred  rounds 
of  ammunition.  Colonel  Sullivan,  of  the  Thirteenth  Indiana,  came  in 
and  occupied  the  camp  on  the  north  side  of  the  road,  and  took  charge 
of  the  horses,  wagons,  tents,  tools,  and  implements  of  the  rebels  there. 
The  Eighth  and  Tenth  Indiana  were  left  in  position  on  the  battle-field, 
and  were  charged  with  the  duty  of  burying  the  dead.  They  remained 
until  next  morning,  the  13th,  when  the  whole  force  moved  forward  to 
their  present  encampment  at  Beverly. 

Having  given  the  details,  I  close  my  report  by  the  following  sum- 
mary of  the  movement : 

With  strong  detachment  from  the  Nineteenth  Ohio,  the  Eighth,  Tenth, 
and  Thirteenth  Indiana,  and  Burdsal's  cavalry,  amounting  to  1,912  rank 
and  file,  I  set  oat  at  5  a.  m.  of  the  11th,  and  by  a  circuitous  route, 
through  a  trackless  mountain  forest,  reached  the  Beverly  road  at  the 
top  of  Rich  Mountain,  where  I  found  the  enemy  advised  of  my  approach 
and  in  force,  with  two  6-pounder  field-pieces,  and  infantry,  from  vari- 
ous circumstances,  judged  to  have  been  from  800  to  1,200  strong,  though 
probably  not  all  of  them  in  action.  We  formed  at  about  3  o'clock  under 
cover  of  our  skirmishers,  guarding  well  against  a  flank  attack  from  the 
direction  of  the  rebels'  position,  and  after  a  brisk  fire,  which  threw  the 
rebels  into  confusion,  carried  their  position  by  a  charge,  driving  them 
from  behind  some  log  breastworks,  and  pursued  them  into  the  thickets 
on  the  mountain.  We  captured  twenty-one  prisoners,  two  brass  6- 
pounders?  fifty  stand  of  arms,  and  some  corn  and  provisions.  Our  loss 
was  12  killed  and  49  wounded. 

The  rebels  had  some  20  wounded  on  the  field.  The  number  of  the 
killed  we  could  not  ascertain,  but  subsequently  the  number  of  burials 
reported  to  this  date  is  136— many  found  scattered  over  the  mountain. 
Our  troops,  informed  that  there  were  one  or  two  regiments  of  rebels 
towards  Beverly,  and  finding  the  hour  late,  bivouacked  on  their  arms 
amid  a  cold,  drenching  rain,  to  await  daylight,  when  they  moved  forward 
on  the  enemy's  intrenched  position,  which  was  found  abandoned  by  all 
except  63  men,  who  were  taken  prisoners.  We  took  possession  of  two 
brass  6- pounders,  four  caissons,  and  one  hundred  rounds  ammunition, 
two  kegs  and  one  barrel  powder,  19,000  bnck  and  ball  cartridge,  two 
stands  of  colors,  and  a  large  lot  of  equipments  and  clothing,  consisting 
of  204  tents,  427  pairs  pants,  124  axes,  98  picks,  134  spades  and  shovels, 
all  their  train,  consisting  of  29  wagons,  75  horses,  4  mules,  and  60  pairs 
harness. 

The  enemy,  finding  their  position  turned,  abandoned  intrenchments, 
which,  taken  by  the  front,  would  have  cost  us  a  thousand  lives,  and 
dispersed  through  the  mountains,  some  attempting  to  escape  by  the  way 
of  Laurel  HOI  and  others  aiming  for  Huttonsville.  Among  the  former 
were  the  command  of  Colonel  Pegram,  which,  unable  to  join  the  rebels 
at  Laurel  Hill,  surrendered  to  the  major-general  on  the  13th. 

Our  loss  in  the  engagement  killed  and  wounded  is  shown  in  the  state- 
ment hereto  appended,  marked  B.  The  list  of  prisoners  taken  is  shown 
in  the  paper  hereto  appended,  marked  D.  The  invoice  of  property  cap- 
tured and  turned  over  to  the  post  quartermaster  is  hereto  annexed, 
marked  E. 

Ia  closing  this  report,  I  deem  it  proper  to  observe  that,  considering 
the  rawness  and  inexperience  of  both  officers  and  men,  the  fact  that  one- 
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fourth  were  on  picket  gaard  the  previous  evening,  and  had  made  a  most 
fatiguing  inarch  through  the  rain  and  with  only  inadequate  supplies  of 
food,  their  conduct  was  admirable. 

Among  those  who  are  entitled  to  special  mention  are  Colonel  Lander, 
who  with  the  guide  led  the  way  into  the  very  midst  of  the  action  j 
Colonel  Manson,  of  the  Tenth  Indiana,  who  was  everywhere  along  his 
lines,  inspiring  the  men  by  his  voice  and  presence,  and  who  bravely  led 
the  charge  of  his  regiment.  Colonel  Benton  was  ready  to  obey  orders, 
and  moved  among  his  men  with  alacrity.  Colonel  Sullivan  charged 
with  his  command  as  the  rebels  were  dispersing,  and  captured  several 
of  the  prisoners.  Major  Wilson,  of  the  Eighth,  was  conspicuous  for 
coolness  and  promptitude  of  action.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Colgrove,  of 
the  Eighth,  deserves  especial  mention  for  his  coolness  while  forming  his 
lines  of  the  regiment  under  fire.  Major  Foster,  of  the  Thirteenth,  showed 
coolness  and  self-possession  in  forming  a  portion  of  his  men  under  the 
fire  of  the  cannons. 

My  thanks  are  due  Captaiu  Kingsbury,  my  assistant  adjutant- general, 
and  to  Capt.  A.  Irwin  Harrison,  for  their  valuable  and  efficient  aid  in 
carrying  orders  under  fire. 

Tile  Tenth  Indiana  was  under  fire  for  an  hour  and  a  half.  The  Nine- 
teenth Ohio  distinguished  itself  for  the  cool  and  handsome  manuer  in 
which  they  held  their  post  against  a  flank  attack,  and  for  the  manner  in 
which  they  came  into  line  and  delivered  their  fire  near  the  close  of  the 
action.  I  consider  Colonel  Beatty  to  have  managed  his  men  well,  and 
to  have  been  ably  seconded  by  Colonel  Hollingsworth  and  Major  Buckley. 

For  the  individuals  who  distinguished  themselves  under  the  eyes  of 
their  regimental  commanders  I  respectfully  refer  to  the  reports  of  col- 
onels  of  regiments,  herewith  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  ROSECRANS. 
Brigadier- General,  U.  8.  Army. 

Maj.  S.  Williams, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  U.  8.  Army,  Hdgrs.  Army  Went  Virginia. 


No.  6. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  T.  A.  Morris,  Indiana  Militia,  of  skirmishes  at  Bel- 
ington  and  Laurel  Hill,  pursuit  of  GarnetVs  forces,  and  action  at  Car- 
riers Ford. 

Hdqrs.  near  Belington,  Va.,  July  9, 1861. 

Sir:  Since  my  report  of  the  7th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
the  commanding  general  that  we  now  occupy  the  Elliott  farm.  Our 
advanced  position  is  behind  Belington,  some  two  hundred  yards.  The 
cleared  grounds  extend  some  two  hundred  yards  beyond  Belington. 
A  heavy  body  of  timber  then  commences,  which  is  now  occupied  by 
the  enemy  in  large  force.  Skirmishing  has  been  going  ou  since  the 
occupation  of  our  position.  Yesterday  they  appeared  in  such  force  that 
we  threw  several  shells  into  the  wood,  and  attempted  to  occupy  it  with 
our  pickets;  but  we  were  driven  in,  with  the  loss  of  two  killed  and 
three  wounded.  Our  total  loss  up  to  this  time,  iu  killed,  is  4;  wounded, 
0 ;  missing,  1. 

I  feel  sure  we  could  hold  this  side  of  the  wood,  did  it  not  extend  our 
lines  too  much  beyond  the  poiut  we  are  instructed  to  retaiu.  Captain 
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Hines,  my  aide-de-camp,  was  on  a  hill  in  view  of  part  of  their  camp  the 
entire  day  yesterday.  He  saw  forty  to  sixty  large  tents,  capable  of 
accommodating  twenty  to  twenty-five  men  each,  and  saw  the  ends  of 
rows  of  -tents  extending  back,  and  which  to  him  appeared  as  a  large 
camp.  The  enemy  were  in  motion  several  times  during  yesterday,  and 
their  columns  were  seen  marching  in  our  direction.  We  are  sure  they 
were  last  night  in  the  rear  of  a  round  hill  in  front  of  Belington,  and 
within  three-fourths  of  a  mile,  and  in  numbers  at  least  two  or  three 
thousand.  Scouts  on  the  hill  this  morning  report  their  tents  in  the 
same  position  as  yesterday. 

The  instructions  of  the  commanding  general  will  be  carried  out, 
although  it  is  difficult  to  restrain  our  men  from  advancing.  I  hardly 
know  in  what  terms  to  convey  to  you  their  enthusiasm.  Their  coolness 
under  such  fire  as  we  have  been  subjected  to  (iucessant  since  our  arrival) 
is  very  creditable  to  them,  and  establishes  beyond  all  question,  if  proof 
were  needed,  that  they  can  be  relied  upon  in  any  emergency. 

The  regiments  in  advance  are  Milroy's  Ninth  Indiana,  Barnett's  ar- 
tillery, Steedman's  Fourteenth  Ohio,  and  Dumont's  Seventh  Indiana, 
which  regiments  deserve  special  mention. 

Rumors  from  several  sources  reached  us  yesterday  of  re-enforcements 
to  the  enemy  from  the  direction  of  Beverly,  but  they  are  not  of  a  char- 
acter to  be  reported  to  the  commanding  general  uuder  the  instructions 
I  have  received. 

Owin^  to  the  rapid  march  from  Philippi,  made  necessary  by  the 
instructions  of  the  commanding  general  of  July  — ,  it  was  impossible 
to  bring  much  baggage  or  provisions.  Our  men  are  very  short  of  the 
latter,  and  we  have  only  seven  wagons  to  the  regiment  and  such  scanty 
assistance  as  we  hire  to  keep  us  supplied. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  MORRIS, 
Brigadier- General. 

Maj.  S.  Williams,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — Information  just  in  reports  the  enemy  as  having  retired  from 
the  wood  in  front  of  Belington.  Reconnoiteriug  parties  are  out  in 
several  directions,  and  the  movements  of  the  enemy  will  bo  closely 


July  13, 1801. 

Sm:  After  resting  two  hours  near  Leadsville  our  advanced  ml  man, 
Steed inaii,  Duiuont,  and  Milroy,  moved  on  this  morning  at  3  o'clock  in 
pursuit  of  the  enemy.  I  am  now  advancing,  at  5  o'clock,  with  the  bal- 
ance of  my  force  to  support  them.  We  lett  Belington  in  pursuit  yes- 
terday with  four  wagons  of  hard  bread  and  pork,  which  were  all  the 
available  wagons,  the  balance  having  been  seut  to  Philippi  to  bring  up 
supplies  from  there.  As  1  have  before  reported,  we  have  but  seven 
wagons  to  the  regiment.  Onr  men  have  necessarily  been  restricted  in 
their  rations,  and  must  be  more  so  as  we  advance.  I  shall  pursue  just, 
as  long  as  it  is  possible  with  the  means  of  transportation  at  my  coin 
mand.    If  you  eouhl  semi  us  provisions,  it  would  greatly  assist  us  in  the 


Inclosed  I  send  you  a  dispatch,  this  moment  received  from  Captain 
Benhain,  who  is  with  the  advance. 

I  am,  very  vesiiectftiH.Y,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  MORRIS, 


Maj.  S.  Williams,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
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1£  Miles  Bast  op  New  Interest— fl.10  a.  m. 

General  :  I  have  just  started,  after  having  halted  the  column  for 
half  an  hour.  There  is  no  doubt  they  have  passed  up  on  Pleasant  Bun, 
opposite  me,  and  I  follow  them,  though  with  much  doubt.  It  is  said 
they  are  now  about  six  miles  ahead,  having  traveled  ou  last  uight. 

H.  W.  BENH AM,  Captain. 


Brigade  Headquarters, 

Carriers  Ford,  Va.,  July  14,  18G1. 

Sir  :  I  reported  yesterday,  at  about  G  a.  in.,  the  progress  of  the  forces 
of  ray  command  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  retreatiug  from  Laurel  Hill. 
The  pursuit  was  coutinued  through  the  day  in  the  same  order  as  stated 
in  ray  report  of  yesterday  morning,  viz :  Steedmau's  Fourteenth  Ohio 
in  advance,  with  two  sections  of  Barnett's  artillery,  next  Duinont's  Sev- 
enth Indiauaand  Milroy's  Ninth  Indiana.  These  regiments,  as  I  reported, 
started  in  pursuit  from  our  resting  place  near  Leads vi lie  at  about  4 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Captain  Ben- 
ham.  The  remainder  of  the  column  were  on  the  march  by  5  o'clock  a.  m. 
A  drizzling  rain  commenced  about  6  o'clock,  which  by  9  became  quite 
heavy.  The  enemy  left  the  main  turnpike  and  turned  towards  Cheat 
.River,  crossing  two  branches  of  the  Laurel  Mountain  over  a  narrow  and 
difficult  road.  Owing  to  the  heavy  rain,  the  roads  were  rendered  very 
difficult  for  the  men  and  the  few  wagons  of  ammunition  and  provisions. 
By  11  o'clock  the  rain  became  a  drenching  storm,  and  continued  for 
several  hours,  the  roads  in  the  mountains  becoming  nearly  impassable. 
At  2  o'clock  the  whole  command  were  up  to  the  position  which  we  now 
occupy. 

For  details  of  the  operations  of  the  advance  column  I  refer  you  to  the 
report  of  Captain  Benham. 

The  attention  of  the  commanding  general  is  particularly  called  to  the 
gallant  bearing  of  the  regiments  which  led  the  advance.  I  would  also 
call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  entire  command  commenced  the  pur- 
suit on  a  few  minutes'  notice,  without  time  to  prepare  even  a  day's 
rations  for  the  haversacks.  I  ordered  four  wagons  to  be  loaded  with 
hard  bread  and  pork  to  follow  the  command.  These  four  wagons,  with 
the  little  additional  rations  put  in  with  the  ammunition,  are  all  the  pro- 
visions the  command  has  had  since  leaving  Belington,  except  some 
beeves  procured  in  this  vicinity. 

The  march  of  yesterday  was  from  eighteen  to  twenty  miles.  When 
it  is  considered  that  we  have  put  to  flight  a  force  equal  to  our  own,  and 
have  pursued  him  night  and  day  for  thirty  hours,  almost  without  pro- 
visions, over  a  mountainous  and  difficult  road,  and  part  of  the  time 
through  a  drenching  storm,  we  may  feel  sure  that  our  cause  must  be 
successfully  maintained  by  men  who  show  such  gallant  bearing  and 
soldierly  endurance. 

Justice  to  a  gallant  soldier  compels  me  to  say  that,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  our  march  from  Philippi  to  the  routing  of  the  enemy  at 
this  place,  too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  ou  Captain  Benham, 
and  I  take  this  occasion  to  thank  him  for  the  invaluable  service  he  has 
rendered  me.  I  must  also  call  attention  to  the  services  of  Maj.  J.  W. 
Gordon,  now  of  the  Eleventh  Regiment  of  Infantry,  U.  8.  Army.  Major 
Gordon  volunteered  a  private  in  the  Ninth  Indiana  Regiraeut,  was  pro- 
moted sergeant-major  in  the  same  regiment,  and  two  weeks  since  re- 
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ceived  the  appointment  of  major  in  the  Regular  Army.  Owing  to  the 
position  of  the  enemy  in  front  of  the  brigade  in  which  he  was  serving 
as  sergeant-major,  be  requested  to  be  retained  until  the  issue  should  be 
nettled.  Acting  yesterday  as  my  volunteer  aide  with  the  advance  col- 
umn, Captain  Benham  testifies  to  his  gallantry  and  invaluable  services 
during  the  entire  day,  and  more  especially  in  the  face  of  the  enemy. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  MORRIS, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  Seth  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Department  of  the  Ohio. 


Brigade  Headquarters,  Elliott's  Farm, 

Near  Tiding  ton,  Fa.,  July  16,  1861. 

Sir  :  On  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant  I  reported  to  you  the  opera 
tions  of  the  brigade  up  to  the  routing  of  the  Confederate  forces  at  Car- 
rick's  Ford  at  about  2  p.  m.  of  the  previous  day,  and  I  have  to  state  that 
while  our  troops  were  halting  for  rest  our  scouts  followed  close  upon  the 
route  of  the  enemy  for  from  four  to  six  miles  farther,  and  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  14th  we  learned  that  they  were  fully  fifteen  miles  in  advance 
of  us.  At  about  noon  of  the  same  day  we  started  for  Saint  George,  in 
pursuance  of  orders,  which  place  we  reached  at  night.  Without  provis- 
ions, other  than  the  beeves,  sent  by  General  McClellan,  and  in  the  ex- 
hausted state  of  the  command,  it  was  impossible  to  pursue  farther.  At 
Saint  George  we  heard  the  report  that  General  Hill,  agreeably  to  an 
order  sent  by  General  McClellan,  had  met  the  flying  enemy,  and  cap- 
tured or  dispersed  the  remnant.  Twelve  wagons,  most  of  them  loaded 
with  new  clothing,  were  discovered  four  miles  to  the  right  of  our  route 
by  our  scouts,  and  were  taken  possession  of.  Yesterday  morning  we 
left  Saint  George  to  return  to  this  place,  in  order  to  get  proper  provisions 
and  shelter  for  the  troops. 

After  a  fatiguing  march  of  twenty- three  miles,  we  reached  here  at 
about  9  o'clock  last  night.  The  command  were  getting  sick  from  the 
use  of  fresh  beef  only,  and  many  of  them  preferred  doing  without  beef 
rather  than  increase  the  disease  (diarrhea)  brought  on  by  its  use  with- 
out bread  or  salt 

When  the  reports  of  the  different  colonels  engaged  at  Oarrick's  Ford 
shall  be  banded  me  I  will  complete  my  report  of  that  engagement,  in 
order  that  individual  cases  (if  such  there  should  be)  of  special  service 
and  gallantry  may  be  made.  I  am  now  gathering  up  all  the  captured 
property  and  having  it  properly  cared  for.  The  limited  transportation 
with  this  column  (which  has  been  before  reported)  will  take  three  or  four 
days  to  gather  up  the  property  strewed  from  here  towards  Saint 
George.  A  large  number  of  teuts  have  been  takeu.  An  inveutory  of  all 
property  will  be  made  as  soon  as  it  can  possibly  be  done. 

Your  letter  of  the  15th  did  not  reach  me  till  this  morning.  I  shall, 
therefore,  gather  the  captured  property,  recruit  my  command,  and,  as 
soon  as  it  is  accomplished,  proceed  to  Philippi.  I  would  respectfully 
state  that  I  have  reported  to  the  commanding  geueral  as  often  as  it  was 
]>ossiblc  Under  the  circumstances  which  have  surrounded  me. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  MORRIS, 
Brigadier  General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  S.  Williams, 

Asxixtant  Adjutant- General,  Huttoneville,  Va. 
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Ho.  7. 

Report  of  Oapt.  H.  W.  Benham,  U.  8.  Corps  of  Engineers,  of  the  pursuit  of 

Qarnett  and  action  at  Carriers  Ford. 

Cheat  River  Camp,  Carrions  Ford, 
Eight  Miles  South  of  Saint  George,  Va.,  July  13,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  yonr  directions,  this  morning  I  took  com- 
mand of  the  advauce  guard  of  your  column,  consisting  of  tho  Fourteenth 
Ohio,  Colonel  Steedman,  with  one>ieotion  of  Colonel  Barnett's  artillery, 
the  Seventh  Indiana,  under  Colonel  Dnmont,  and  the  Ninth  Indiana,  Col- 
onel Milroy,  in  all  about  1,800  men,  and  with  this  force,  as  instructed,  I 
started  from  near  Leadsville,  at  about  4  a.  in.,  to  pursue  the  army  of  Gen- 
eral Gamut t ,  which,  consisting,  as  we  learned,  of  4,000  to  5,000  men  and 
four  to  six  cannon,  had  retreated  from  the  north  side  of  Laurel  Mountain, 
near  Belington,  the  day  before  yesterday.  It  being  ascertained  that 
the  enemy  had  retired  towards  the  Village  of  Now  Interest,  and  them*, 
as  was  supposed,over  a  mountain  road  leadingto  theShafer  Fork,  or  main 
branch,  of  the  Cheat  River,  to  Saint  George,  the  troops  were  biought 
rapidly  forward  on  their  route,  so  as  to  reach  the  entrance  of  the  mount- 
ain road — about  seven  miles7  march — at  about  6  o'clock.  A  short  dis- 
tance after  entering  this  path  the  passage  was  found  to  be  obstructed 
by  large  trees,  recently  felled,  in  about  twelve  to  fifteen  places,  and  in 
nearly  every  detile  for  three  or  four  miles,  but  the  information  that  was 
from  time  to  time  received  that  this  force,  which  had  some  fifteen  hours 
the  start  of  us  from  Belington,  were  now  ouly  four  to  five  miles  in  ad- 
vance, encouraged  our  efforts,  and  though  for  nearly  the  whole  time  the 
rain  was  pouring  in  torrents  and  the  clayey  roads  almost  impassable  in 
many  places,  the  spirit  of  the  troops,  without  exception,  as  it  came  under 
my  eye,  was  such  as  to  bear  them  most  rapidly  ouward  under  all  these 
trials,  superadded  to  that  of  hunger— with  the  greater  part  of  them  for 
the  previous  fifteen  or  twenty  hours. 

At  about  noon  we  reached  Rater's,  or  the  first  ford  of  the  Shaver 
Branch  or  main  Cheat  River,  having,  within  the  previous  two  or  three 
miles,  fired  at  aud  driven  in  several  pickets  of  the  enemy  protecting 
those  who  were  forming  the  barricades,  and  at  one  place  we  broke  up  a 
camp  where  the  meals  were  being  cooked.  At  the  ford  near  Rater's, 
and  at  about  one-half  of  the  distance  to  another  ford,  which  we  after- 
wards met  with  about  one  mile  farther  on,  we  saw  the  baggage  train  of 
the  enemy,  apparently  at  real  This  I  proposed  to  attack  as  soon  as 
strengthened  by  the  arrival  of  Steedman's  second  battalion,  with  l)u- 
mont's  regiment,  when  the  thoughtless  firing  of  a  musket  at  our  ford 
set  tho  train  rapidly  in  motion,  and  long  lines  of  infantry  were  formed 
in  order  of  battle  to  protect  it.  In  a  few  minutes,  however,  the  arrival 
of  Barnett's  artillery,  with  Dumont  close  upon  it,  enabled  the  command 
to  push  forward  in  its  original  order,  but  the  train  and  its  guard  had 
retired,  leaving  only  a  few  skirmishers  to  meet  us  at  the  second  ford, 
where,  however,  quite  a  rapid  firing  was  kept  up  by  the  advance  regi- 
ment, and  the  artillery  opened  for  some  minutes  to  clear  tho  adjacent 
woods  the  more  completely  of  the  enemy. 

We  then  continued  our  march  rapidly  to  the  ford,  and  as  we  ap- 
proached it  we  came  upon  their  train,  the  last  half  of  it  just  crossing  in 
the  river.  The  enemy  was  found  to  have  taken  a  strong  position,  with 
his  infantry  and  artillery  upon  a  precipitous  bank  of  some  fifty  to  eighty 
feet  in  height  upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  while  our  own  ground 
was  upon  the  low  land,  uearly  level  with  the  river.   Steedman's  regi- 
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meut,  in  the  advance,  opened  its  fire  most  gallantly  upon  them,  which 
was  immediately  returned  by  their  strong  force  of  infantry  and  by  their 
cannon,  upon  which  Barnett's  artillery  was  ordered  up  and  opened  upon 
them  with  excellent  effect. 

As  I  soon  perceived  a  posit  ion  by  which  their  left  could  be  turned,  six 
corapauies  of  Colonel  Dumont's  regiment  were  ordered  to  cross  the  river 
about  three  hundred  yards  above  them,  to  pass  up  the  hill  obliquely 
from  our  right  to  their  left,  and  take  them  in  rear.  By  some  mistake, 
l»ossibly  in  the  transmission  of  the  order,  this  command  crossed  at  about 
double  this  distance  and  turned  at  first  to  their  right,  which  delayed  the 
effect  of  this  movement.  After  some  fifteen  minutes,  however,  this  error 
was  rectified,  and,  the  hill  being  reported  as  impracticable,  this  com- 
mand, now  increased  to  the  whole  regiment,  were  ordered  down  to  the 
ford,  under  close  cover  of  this  hill  on  their  side,  and  there  to  take  them 
directly  in  front  at  the  road. 

The  firing  of  Steedman's  regiment  and  of  Milroy's,  now  well  up  and 
iu  action,  with  repeated  and  rapid  discharges  of  the  artillery  during 
this  movement,  decided  the  action  at  once.  As  Dumont  reached  the 
road,  having  passed  ajong  and  under  their  whole  trout,  the  firing  ceased, 
and  the  enemy  fled  in  great  confusion,  Dumont's  regiment  pursuing 
them  for  about  oue  mile  farther,  having  a  brisk  skirmishing  with  their 
rear  for  the  first  half  of  that  distance,  during  which  General  Garuett 
was  killed.  The  enemy  would  still  have  been  followed  up  most  closely, 
and  probably  to  the  capture  of  a  large  portion  of  their  scattered  army, 
but  this  was  absolutely  impossible  with  our  fatigued  and  exhausted 
troops,  who  had  a] ready  marched  some  eighteen  miles  or  more,  in  an 
almost  incessant,  violent  rain,  aud  the  greater  part  of  them  without  food 
since  the  evening,  and  a  portion  of  them  even  from  the  noou  of  the 
yesterday,  so  warm  had  been  the  pursuit  on  their  hasty  retreat  from 
Laurel  Mountain,  twenty -six  miles  distant.  The  troops  were,  therefore, 
baited  for  food  and  rest  at  about  2  p.  m. 

The  result  of  the  action  proves  to  be  the  capture  of  about  forty  loaded 
wagons  and  teams,  being  nearly  all  their  baggage  train,  as  we  learn, 
and  includiug  a  large  portion  of  new  clothing,  camp  equipage,  ana 
other  stores;  their  headquarter  papers  and  military  chest;  also  two 
stands  of  colors  and  one  fine  rifled  piece  of  artillery ;  while  the  com- 
manding general,  Robert  S.  Garuett,  is  killed,  his  body  being  now  cared 
for  by  us,  and  fifteen  or  tweuty  more  of  the  enemy  are  killed  and  nearly 
fifty  prisoners  are  taken.  Our  own  loss  is  two  killed  and  six  or  seven 
wounded;  oue  dangerously. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  state  that  just  as  the 
action  was  closing,  the  head  regiment  of  the  body  of  the  troops  under 
yourself,  though  starting  as  I  learn  three  hours  later,  the  Sixth  Indiana, 
under  Colonel  Crittenden,  came  up  to  the  field  in  excellent  order,  but, 
unfortunately,  too  late  to  aid  us  in  the  battle. 

The  conduct  of  those  gallant  officers,  Colonels  Barnett,  Steedman, 
Dumont,  and  Milroy,  with  the  steady  perseverance  of  their  officers  ana 
men  in  their  long  and  arduous  march,  suffering  from  hunger,  rain,  and 
cold,  with  their  gallantry  in  action,  was  most  heroic,  and  beyond  all 
praise  of  mine.  Their  country  only  can  fully  appreciate  and  reward 
their  services. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  BENHAM,  Captain  of  Engineers. 
Chief  Ena.  Dev't  of  the  Ohio,  and  Comda.  advance  Column. 

General  T.  A.  Morris,  Commanding  U.  8.  Forces. 
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Report  of  Brig.  Qm.  0.  W.  Hill,  Ohio  Militia,  of  operation*  from  July  4 

to  19. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Qrafton,  Fa.,  -July  22,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  facts, 
showing  the  operations  of  my  command  in  attempting  to  intercept  the 
retreat  and  to  capture  a  portion  of  General  Garnett's  army  from  Laurel 
HDL 

When  I  was  first  assigned  to  duty  here,  the  Cheat  River  line  was  in 
the  hands  of  Col.  J.  Irvine's  command  (Sixteenth  Ohio  Regiment),  and 
he  continued  in  charge  of  the  line  until  the  night  of  the  15th  instant. 
On  the  1  st  instant  I  went  over  the  line  with  Colonel  Irvine  from  Rowles- 
burg  to  the  Cheat  River  Bridge,  five  miles  above,  and  there  gave  him 
in  writing  all  of  the  instructions  which  I  had  received  from  the  depart- 
ment head  quarters  touching  that  line.  The  instructions  as  given  to  me 
and  thus  imparted  contemplated  Rowlesburg  as  the  point  of  support  on 
the  railroad,  and  West  Union,  distant  thirteen  miles,  as  the  place  for 
the  advance  guard  to  the  eastward ,  with  scouts  farther  east,  and  as 
soon  as  practicable  an  advance  guard  towards  or  at  Saint  George.  In- 
termediate points  were  to  be  held,  and  for  the  whole,  including  the  pro- 
tection of  the  three  bridges  on  the  railroad,  the  garrison  was  to  be 
increased  early  to  1,000  men.  From  the  4th  to  the  0th  instant  a  minute 
reconnaissance  of  the  line  was  carried  on  by  my  order  by  Col.  Charles 
Whittlesey  and  Maj.  J.  B.  Frothingham,  engineers,  and  the  conclusions 
arrived  at  reported  on  the  6th  to  department  headquarters. 

On  the  7th  instant  twenty-five  cavalry,  to  serve  as  vedettes,  couriers, 
and  pickets,  were  added  to  Colonel  Irvine's  command,  as  had  also  been 
a  6  pounder  field  piece. 

On  the  12th  instant  six  companies  of  the  Eighth  Ohio,  under  Colonel 
Depuy,  had  joined  Colonel  Irvine,  moving  in  by  way  of  Oakland  and 
Ghisholm's  mill ;  and  the  garrison  at  Rowlesburg  and  thence  five  miles 
up  Cheat  River  was  held  by  six  companies  of  the  Fifteenth  Ohio,  under 
Col.  G.  W.  Andre ws  and  two  companies  of  the  First  Virginia. 

On  the  9th  Colonel  Irvine  telegraphed  as  follows:  "Our  increased 
knowledge  clearly  indicates  the  occupancy  of  the  juuetion  (Red  House) 
as  the  proper  position  for  our  troops."  Referring  him  to  the  instruc- 
tions already  given,  and  the  views  of  Colonel  Whittlesey  and  Major 
Frothingham,  Colonel  Irvine  was  informed  on  the  same  day  that  he 
"  must  act  on  his  best  judgment." 

On  the  12th  instant  Colonel  Irvine  telegraphed  me  that  he  intended 
to  move  eastward  along  the  northwest  pike.  He  says:  "My  main 
force  will  be  at  the  mill  mentioned  (Chisholm's),  eight  miles  from  Oak- 
land, with  strong  advance  guard  at  the  Red  House,  say  two  hundred  or 
three  hundred  men."  Our  telegraphic  correspondence  was  frequent 
each  day,  and  conducted  with  a  view  to  keep  each  other  fully  advised 
of  all  material  facts. 

On  the  13th  of  July  I  was  called  in  from  Webster  at  about  11  a.  m., 
and  then  I  received  a  telegram  from  Maj.  S.  Williams,  dated  the  12th, 
at  Beverly,  and  at  Roaring  Run  the  13th,  saying : 

General  McClellau.  having  just  learned  that  the  rebel  forces  abandoned  their  posi- 
tions at  Laurel  Hill  last  night,  and  aro  now  making  for  Eastern  Virginia,  via  the 
Louisville  and  Saint  George  pike,  directs  that  you  tako  the  hold  at  ouco,  with  all  the 
force  you  can  make  available,  to  out  off  their  retreat.    Two  Penmjylvauia  regiments 
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at  Camber-land  havo  been  directed  to*  proceed  forthwith  to  Rowlesburg  by  a  special 
train  and  report  to  yon.  Yon  can  for  the  time  being  withdraw  several  companies 
from  points  on  the  railroad  between  Wheeling  and  Parkersbnrg,  and  concentrate  them 
by  special  train.  No  time  is  to  be  lost.  It  is  supposed  yon  will  be  able  to  take  the 
field  with,  say.  six  thousand  men,  including  Colonel  Irvine's  command,  and  at  least 
four  guns.  Tho  rebel  forces  nnder  Garnett  are  said  to  be  to-night  about  nix  miles 
from  Leadsville.    Morris  is  following  them  up. 

I  immediately  telegraphed  Colonel  Irvine : 

The  rebels  are  driven  ont  of  Laurel  Hill,  and  in  full  retreat  eastward  on  Saint  George 
pike.  Hold  your  position  with  firmness  to  the  last  roan.  I  will  re-enforce  yon  in  per- 
son and  with  all  available  forces  as  soon  as  possible. 

It  was  not  deemed  safe  to  depend  upon  any  of  the  Pennsylvania  troops. 
(None  came  at  any  time  or  reported.) 

The  suggestion  of  six  thousand  troops  and  four  guns  was  supposed  to 
be  an  approximate  rule.  To  comply  with  it  near  four  thousand  troops, 
in  detachments  scattered  along  the  line  of  the  two  railroads  to  Parkers- 
burg  and  Wheeling,  would  have  to  be  gathered  up,  supplied  with  a  rea- 
sonable amount  of  baggage,  teams,  forage,  and  six  days'  rations,  and 
horses  and  harnesses  must  be  obtained  for  the  three  guns  in  battery  at 
Grafton.  Requisitions  were  therefore  made,  and  by  reaching  to  Par- 
kersburg  the  figures  were  brought  up  to  about  5,400  men,  including 
detachments  from  the  Fifth,  Eighth,  Thirteenth,  Fifteenth,  Sixteenth, 
Eighteenth,  Twentieth,  and  Twenty-second  Ohio,  with  a  few  artillerists 
and  cavalry,  and  detachments  from  the  First  and  Second  Virginia  Regi- 
ments. These  troops  were  almost  entirely  destitute  of  baggage  wagons, 
and  nearly  all  of  those  subsequently  obtained,  being  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, were  to  be  got  by  force  only. 

The  orders  were  all  given  and  answers  obtained,  except  as  to  baggage 
teams,  by  3  p.  m.  of  the  13th.  The  troops  and  three  guns  to  be  moved 
from  Grafton  were  much  delayed  for  the  want  of  horses,  harnesses,  and 
wagons,  and  the  first  train,  with  four  companies  of  infantry,  was  not 
able  to  leave  for  Oakland  until  after  4  p.  m.  I  went  in  that  train,  and 
arrived  in  Oakland  about  10  o'clock  p.  m.  The  second  train  from  Graf- 
ton, with  a  few  more  infantry  of  the  Twentieth,  three  guns,  and  twenty- 
five  cavalry,  came  up  soon  after.  For  all  on  these  two  trains  there  was 
but  one  baggage  wagon,  and  that  belonged  to  Colonel  Morton,  of  the 
Twentieth.  As  soon  as  the  horses  of  myself  and  staff  could  be  got  off 
from  the  cars  and  a  guide  obtained,  all  of  the  infantry  (three  companies), 
not  required  for  guard  duty,  were  ordered  forward  to  Chisholm's  Mill, 
with  Major  Walcutt  and  Captain  Bond,  of  my  staff,  to  report  to  Colonel 
Irvine.  They  arrived  there  at  about  4  a.  m.  of  the  14th.  Found  no 
troops  there;  and,  leaving  the  three  companies  to  rest,  went  on  and  re- 
ported in  person  to  Colonel  Irvine  at  West  Union,  at  about  6  o'clock  a. 
m.,  a  few  minutes  before  he  received  news  that  the  rebels  had  already 
passed  tho  Red  House,  at  5  a.  m..  eight  miles  farther  east  Colonels 
Irvine  and  Depuy  immediately  called  to  arms  and  went  in  pursuit,  Ma- 
jor Walcutt  with  them.  Captain  Bond  returned  to  Oakland  to  notify 
me,  but,  owing  to  the  fatigue  of  his  horse,  did  not  arrive  until  9  a.m. 

Anticipating  the  arrival  during  the  night  of  several  other  trains,  in- 
cluding that  having  the  horses,  wagons,  and  harnesses  ordered  to  be 
taken  and  brought  on,  I  had  given  orders  for  such  as  should  come  up 
to  march  at  daylight,  by  way  of  Chisholm's  Mill,  not  then  knowing  any 
other  way  to  reach  the  Red  House  Junction.  Several  trains  were  known 
to  have  been  on  tho  way  in  time  to  arrive  at  Oakland  long  before  day- 
light. The  train  with  the  horses,  wagons,  and  harnesses  was  reported 
to  be  at  Rowlesburg  before  12  the  preceding  night,  and  this  properly 
was  separated,  and  portions  of  it  were  said  to  be  at  Cranberry  Summit 
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the  next  morning  at  9  o'clock.  All  the  trains  but  the  two  first  were 
equally  and  unaccountably  delayed.  From  daylight  till  9  o'clock  my 
utmost  efforts  with  the  telegraph  seemed  to  avail  little  or  nothing.  The 
regimental  commanders,  Colonels  Dunning.  Stanley,  Morton,  Smith,  and 
Turley,  were  equally  balked  by  railroad  detentions.  Witnout  waiting 
further,  the  twenty-five  cavalry  and  the  few  of  Colonel  Morton's  Twen- 
tieth Infantry  had  formed  to  move  on,  when  Captain  Bond  arrived  at  9 
a.  m.  with  news  of  the  escape,  as  before  stated. 

Before  this  I  had  relied  with  entire  confidence  that  the  line  was 
occupied  as  stated  in  Colonel  Irvine's  telegraph  of  the  12th  instant, 
instead  of  which  it  now  appears  that  his  troops  were  at  West  Union, 
eight  miles  west  of  the  Bed  House,  where  the  Horseshoe  Bun  road, 
traveled  by  the  rebels,  intersects  the  Northwest  pike  j  and  it  also  appears 
by  the  statement  of  Lieut.  H.  A.  Myers  and  Angicr  Dobbs.  of  the 
cavalry  attached  to  Colonel  Irvine's  command,  that  all  scouts  and  pickets 
had  been  withdrawn,  by  Colonel  Irvine's  order,  from  that  road  early  on 
the  13th,  and  the  road  left  entirely  free  all  night  long.  On  this  subject 
see  Colonel  Irvine's  report,  herewith  presented. 

As  soon  as  possible  after  Captain  Bond's  arrival  at  Oakland,  the 
horses  were  taken  from  Colonel  Morton's  baggage  wagon  and  hitched 
to  one  of  the  guns,  and,  with  the  few  of  Colonel  Morton's  infantry  then 
arrived^  started  in  the  pursuit,  while  I  moved  on  with  as  much  dispatch 
as  possible  with  my  aid,  Captain  Bond,  a  guide,  and  twenty-five  cavalry. 
At  Bed  House  I  found  the  gun  sent  to  Colonel  Irvine  some  days  before, 
one  company  of  his  infantry,  and  a  few  prisoners  captured  that  morning. 
Ordering  forward  all  but  eight  of  the  cavalry,  I  stopped  a  few  moments 
to  gather  information  and  make  dispositions  rendered  necessary  in  con- 
sequence of  the  (since  found  to  be  erroneous)  reports  that  there  was  a 
body  of  rebel  troops  yet  to  come  up.  I  moved  forward  again  with  five 
of  the  cavalrv,  and  soon  overtook  Colonels  Irvine,  Depuy,  and  their 
commands,  which  were  halted  about  six  miles  east  of  the  Bed  House. 
A  council  was  immediately  called,  including  the  field  officers  and  cap- 
tains of  all  the  companies,  in  order  to  learn  the  actual  condition  of  the 
men  and  all  other  facts  that  should  govern  the  action  of  the  command. 
A  free  interchange  of  facts  and  opinions  occurred,  when  the  facts  found 
and  opinions  arrived  at  were,  that  the  enemy  had  passed  the  Bed  House, 
about  three  thousand  strong,  including  from  three  to  five  guns  and 
several  hundred  cavalry,  betore  5  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  artillery 
covering  the  rear. 

That  the  very  sparse  settlements  along  the  line  of  the  march  had  been 
and  were  being  so  stripped  of  provisions  by  the  enemy  that  no  reliance 
could  be  placed  upon  getting  any  kind  of  supplies  in  their  track. 

That  none  of  the  companies  that  marched  over  the  night  before  from 
Oakland  had  any  supper,  and  that  very  few,  if  any,  in  the  whole  com- 
mand had  any  breakfast,  and  the  haversacks  were  almost  entirely  empty, 
and  wholly  so  with  the  most  of  the  men. 

There  did  not  appear  to  be  on  an  average  one  day's  rations  for  the 
men  then  on  the  march  drawn  and  unconsumed.  For  the  whole  but 
one  wagon ;  and  all  there  was  in  the  way  of  means  of  transportation, 
provisions,  camp  equipage,  and  cooking  utensils  had  been  left  in  the 
rear  and  in  camp. 

The  whole  force  then  in  the  column,  I  think,  did  not  exceed  1,300  men. 

If  the  pursuit  continued,  the  march  for  many  miles  must  be  over  the 
ranges  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  with  no  known  possibility  of  cut- 
ting the  enemy  off  or  attacking  him  in  flank,  even  though  the  pur- 
suers could  overtake  the  pursued.   The  mounted  scouts,  reconnoiter- 
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ing  to  the  front,  were  sent  ont  before  my  arrival,  and  did  not  report  to 
me.  I  cannot,  therefore,  state  from  them  the  distance  between  the  two 
armies  before  our  return :  bat  Colonels  Irvine  and  Depuy,  in  their  re- 
ports, state  the  least  distance  to  have  been  eight  miles,  and  that  while 
our  command  was  halted  the  enemy  had  reached  Stony  River. 

Captain  Keys,  who,  after  overtaking  Colonel  Irvine,  led  the  small  de- 
tachment of  cavalry,  and  serving  as  an  advance  guard,  told  me  since 
our  return  that  he  saw  none  of  the  enemy,  except  a  few  stragglers  a 
long  distance  off. 

The  fatigued  condition  of  our  men,  and  all  of  the  matters  above  being 
considered  in  council  (except  the  distance  between  forces,  which  was 
subject  to  speculation),  a  distinct  vote  was  taken  upon  the  question 
whether  the  command  should  then  continue  the  pursuit  or  return,  and 
every  officer  but  three,  in  the  whole  numbering  about  twenty,  was 
emphatic  in  opposition  to  further  pursuit  in  the  then  condition  of  the 
command,  and  every  officer  voted  against  going  forward  except  one— a 
major,  who  declined  voting— and  in  that  vote  I  fully  concurred.  What 
any  one  might  have  done  under  different  circumstances  and  in  the  light 
of  different  facts  it  is  idle  now  to  speculate. 

It  is  proper  here  to  say,  that  on  the  march  east  from  the  Bed  House 
no  prisoners  were  taken,  nor  were  abandoned  arms  or  articles  of  any 
importance  found,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn. 

To  be  in  more  convenient  communication  with  the  railroad  at  Oak- 
land, and  nearer  to  their  camp  equipage  and  supplies,  the  troops  were 
marched  back  to  Red  House.  On  the  way  Colonel  Morton's  infantry 
and  one  gun  were  met  about  two  miles  from  the  Red  House.  On 
arriving  at  Red  House  it  was  found  that  there  were  not  provisions 
enough  to  give  all  of  our  troops  there  assembled  one  full  meal  without 
drawing  from  Oakland,  and  there  being  as  yet  no  means  of  transporta- 
tion, Colonel  Morton's  companies  and  two  companies  of  the  Virginia 
troops  marched  back  to  Oakland  to  their  dinners,  suppers,  and  camp 
equipage,  arriving  there  about  9  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  14th,  Col.  T.  R.  Stanley  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Turley,  of  the  Eighteenth  and  Twenty- second  Ohio,  from  Clarks- 
burg, had  arrived  at  Oakland,  and  during  that  night  Colonel  Dunning, 
of  the  Fifth,  also  from  Clarksburg,  arrived  at  Oakland,  as  did  CoL  W. 
S.  Smith,  of  the  Thirteenth  Regiment,  at  Grafton,  from  Parkersburg, 
each  with  his  command,  endeavoring  to  respond  to  my  orders.  In  an- 
ticipation of  a  movement  forward  the  next  day,  if  means  of  transpor- 
tation and  horses  and  harnesses  for  the  guns  should  be  obtained,  and 
information  should  come  in  indicating  probable  success  in  following  the 
retreating  enemy,  orders  were  given  that  all  of  the  troops  at  Red  House 
and  Oakland  should  be  immediately  provided  with  two  days'  cooked 
rations,  and  be  put  in  readiness  to  march.  Such  information  did  come 
about  2  p.  m.  of  the  loth,  and  while  it  was  being  considered,  and  a  plan 
of  operations  discussed  with  the  commandants  of  regiments  at  Oakland, 
a  dispatch  from  department  headquarters  at  Huttonsville  was  received, 
dated  the  14th,  addressed  to  me,  saying: 

Garnett's  army  completely  routed  yesterday,  13th,  at  2  p.  m.,  at  Cheat  River,  on  the 
8aiut  G«org»  r01"1-    Ba&gag6  captured ;  one  gun  taken ;  Oarnett  killed ;  his  forces 

I  charge  yon  to  complete  your  operations  by  the  capture  of  the  remainder  of  his 
force.  It'  you  have  but  one  regiment,  attack  and  check  them  until  others  arrive. 
You  may  never  have  such  another  or  portunity  again.  Do  not  throw  it  away.  Con- 
duct this  movement  in  person,  and  jollow  them  a  Voutrance  (to  the  utmost). 

(Telegram  literatim  as  follows,  "  a  Ion-Trance."   Is  this  the  sense t) 
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Couriers  by  two  different  rentes  bad  brought  me  intelligence  that  the 
enemy  having  burned  the  bridge  at  Stony  River,  on  the  Northwest  pike, 
early  in  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  had  gone  into  camp  a  little  east  of 
Greenland,  with  intention  to  remain  for  several  days,  and  had  burned 
the  bridge  at  the  gap  there,  to  protect  them  from  a  rear  attack.  Learn- 
ing also  that  Stony  River  could  be  passed  without  serious  delay,  that 
the  camp  a  little  east  of  Greenland  could  be  turned  by  a  march  from 
New  Creek  Station  and  also  by  a  detour  to  the  right  in  proceeding  from 
the  west  by  way  of  Greenland,  and  believing  that  a  strong  expedition 
moving  with  celerity  might  expect  to  reach  the  enemy  at  or  before  he 
would  reach  Petersburg  and  return  in  safety,  I  considered  that  such  a 
movement  would  be  within  my  discretion,  and  also  within  my  instruc- 
tions. 

Accordingly,  Colonel  Stanley,  with  nearly  600  men  of  the  Eighteenth 
Regiment,  and  Colonel  Dunning,  with  700  men  of  the  Fifth  Regiment, 
were  ordered  to  move  by  the  diagonal  road  from  Oakland  over  the 
mountains  to  the  bridge  on  the  pike  over  the  North  Branch  of  the  Po- 
tomac, there  to  be  joined  by  eight  companies  of  the  Eighth  Regiment, 
under  Colonel  Depuy ;  seven  companies  of  the  Sixteenth,  under  Colonel 
Irvine;  six  companies  of  the  Fifteenth,  under  Col.  G.  W.  Andrews,  and 
two  companies  of  the  First  Virginia  Regiment,  which  were  to  move  from 
Red  House  with  the  Ringgold  Cavalry,  Captain  Keys,  and  two  guns  of 
Captain  Damn's  battery ;  Colonel  Morton,  with  six  companies  of  the 
Twentieth  Ohio  and  two  Virginia  companies,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Turley,  with  five  companies  of  the  Twenty-second  Ohio  and  two  guns 
of  Captain  Damn's  battery,  were  ordered  to  proceed  by  railroad  to  New 
Crtek  Station,  to  attack  the  enemy  from  the  north.  The  column  to  form 
its  junction  on  the  Northwest  pike,  at  the  North  Branch  of  the  Potomac, 
was  to  move  towards  Greenland,  and  leaving  that  on  its  left,  press  on 
to  the  intersection  of  roads  leading  to  Petersburg  and  Moorefield,  and 
to  be  followed  by  Col.  W.  S.  Smith,  with  the  Thirteenth  Regiment  and 
a  battery  of  two  guns — he  having  been  ordered  up  from  Grafton,  where 
he  was  waiting  on  the  cars.  The  different  columns  were  to,  and  did, 
keep  up  communication  by  couriers,  and  were  to  co  operate  whenever 
the  case  required. 

The  column  of  Colonels  Dnnning  and  Stanley  left  Oakland  with  me 
at  5  p.  m.  on  the  15th ;  was  joined  by  Colonel  Irvine's  column,  as  in- 
tended, and  marched  inside  of  the  first  twenty-four  hours  to  Groves', 
five  miles  beyond  Greenland,  the  distance  being  estimated  at  thirty, 
five  and  a  half  miles  from  Oakland.  The  enemy  broke  up  his  camp 
near  Greenland  and  retired  as  we  approached  that  place,  and  reached 
Petersburg  in  the  afternoon  or  evening  of  the  16th.  That  night  we 
were  but  fourteen  miles  from  (he  enemy,  and  scouts  were  sent  towards 
Petersburg,  as  also  towards  Moorefield  and  Roinney,  to  keep  watch  of 
the  enemy's  movements  in  all  directions.  The  column  from  the  west, 
with  the  first  division  of  one-third  of  the  whole,  made  up  of  picked 
men,  got  off  early  the  next  morning,  and  after  a  four  mile  march  was 
stopped  by  a  courier  with  a  dispatch  from  Major  General  McClellan, 
ordering  the  pursuit  to  be  abandoued. 

It  was  subsequently  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  resumed  his 
inarch  in  the  direction  of  Staunton.  The  column  would  have  aban- 
doned the  pursuit  at  any  rate  if  the  enemy  could  not  have  been  reached 
at  or  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Petersburg.  The  column  marched 
back  to  Greenland,  and  there  all  the  troops  of  the  expedition  were 
united,  and  remained  for  the  night.  The  next  day  the  entire  body 
marched  by  the  Northwest  pike  to  the  North  Branch  of  the  Potomac 
and  encamped. 
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Sending  the  Eighth  Regiment,  Colonel  Depuy,  to  the  Red  House,  and 
the  baggage  around  by  the  same  route,  the  other  troops  marched  to 
Oakland,  arriving  there  about  10  a.  in.  Friday,  the  10th  instant  The 
march  was  certainly  a  very  trying  one,  and  brought  out  the  good  qual- 
ities of  the  officers  and  men  to  a  remarkable  degree.  Too  much  could 
not  be  said  in  praise  of  the  cheerful  spirit  and  persevering  fortitude  of  the 
command. 

With  the  most  active  and  thorough  use  of  scouts,  mounted  men,  and 
on  foot,  the  country  was  ascertained  to  be  so  clear  of  the  enemy  in  any 
force  as  to  give  no  indications  of  his  interrupting  our  movements  during 
the  period  intended  to  be  covered  by  the  expedition. 

Appended  is  a  map,  showing  the  topography  of  the  country  and  the 
liue  of  march.  Copies  of  all  the  reports  received  from  those  constitut- 
ing parts  of  the  command  are  forwarded  herewith.  1  regret  the  length 
of  this  report,  but  the  unjust  imputations  cast  upon  me  rendered  it  due 
to  the  service  and  to  myself  that  the  material  facts  should  be  stated. 

They  are  respectfully  submitted. 

CHA8.  W.  HILL, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Ohio. 


No.  0. 

Report  ofOol  J.  Irvine,  Sixteenth  Ohio  Infantry,  of  operations  from  July 

11  to  15. 

Headquarters  Sixteenth  Regiment  O.  v.  M., 

Oakland,  Md\,  Jvly  20,  1861. 

General  :  In  reply  to  your  order  of  the  19th  instant,  requiring  me 
to  report  the  steps  taken  by  me  to  intercept  the  retreat  of  the  rebels 
from  Laurel  Hill,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your 
order  I  occupied  and  fortified  the  junction  of  the  Buffalo  turnpike  with 
the  Northwest  road,  together  with  the  Cheat  Bridge.  Subsequent  recon- 
naissances indicated  the  occupation  of  a  point  farther  to  the  eastward 
on  the  Northwestern  road,  and  upon  the  suggestion  of  Colonel  Whit 
tlesey,  and  your  approval,  1  occupied  the  junctiou  of  the  Saint  George 
turnpike  with  the  Northwestern  with  two  companies,  which  by  the  recon- 
naissances then  made  was  supposed  to  be  the  extreme  eastern  poiut  of 
access  to  the  Northwestern  road  from  the  vicinity  of  Laurel  Hill. 

On  the  information  received  from  you  I  advanced  with  the  remain- 
der of  my  regiment  (in  all  seven  companies)  and  one  gun  to  West 
Union  ou  Friday  night,  the  11th  of  July,  arriving  shortly  after  midnight, 
where  I  was  joined  by  Colonel  Depuy,  of  the  Eighth  Ohio,  with  his  six 
companies.  On  Saturday,  the  12th,  Colonel  Depuy  aud  myself  mode 
reconnaissances  of  the  roads  in  the  vicinity,  but  failed  to  get  the  correct 
information  sought.  It  was  not  until  near  midnight  of  the  12th  that  I 
learned  that  the  road  enter  ing  the  Northwest  pike  at  Red  House  was 
not  a  branch  of  the  Saint  George  pike.  I  immediately  dispatched 
mounted  scouts  to  Horseshoe  Run  road  (the  oue  entering  at  Red  House), 
and  they  brought  me  information  of  the  passage  of  the  enemy  at  about 
G£  o'clock  of  the  15th.  I  immediately  put  my  command  in  motion, 
and  marched  eastward  on  the  Northwest  pike  to  Red  House,  where  I 
learned  the  enemy  hod  left  at  5  o'clock  a,  m.   I  followed,  crossing 
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Backbone  Mountain,  and  halted  to  rest  my  men  two  miles  west  of  North 
Branch  Bridge,  where  I  was  overtaken  by  you.  My  command  had 
already  marched  fourteen  miles,  most  of  them  without  breakfast.  I 
had  but  few  rations  to  send  forward,  if  I  had  transportation,  but  I  had 
not  a  single  wagon  to  carry  anything.  At  the  consultation  then  held, 
a  full  statement  being  made  by  the  respective  commanding  officers  of 
their  condition  and  of  yours,  in  regard  to  want  of  transportation,  it 
was  determined  to  abandon  the  pursnit,  in  which  opiniou  there  was  a 
unanimous  concurrence,  with,  I  believe,  a  single  exception  amongst  over 
twenty  officers. 

At  that  time  the  enemy  were  at  Stony  River  Bridge,  which  they  sub- 
sequently destroyed  before  even  fresh  troops  could  have  reached  them 
from  where  we  then  were.  Subsequent  operations  being  conducted 
under  your  own  eye,  I  suppose  are  uot  called  for  in  this  hasty  report, 
made  under  circumstances  forbidding  accuracy  of  date  and  detail. 
I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  IRVINE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Sixteenth  Regiment  O.  V.  M. 

P.  S. — On  Saturday,  the  12th,  I  had  mounted  scouts  at  a  fork  of  the 
roads  where  a  road  branched  east  from  Saint  George's  pike,  supposing 
it  to  be  the  road  leading  to  Red  House. 


No.  10. 

Report  of  Col  H.  0.  Depuy,  BighthOhw  Infantry,  of  operations  July  13 

Red  House  Camp, 
Hdqrs.  Eighth  Regiment  O.  V.  M.  July  22,  1861. 

Snt :  In  compliance  with  your  order,  dated  July  19, 1861,  requiring 
me  to  transmit  you  a  full  account  of  my  proceedings  with  my  command 
to  pursue  and  intercept  the  rebel  forces  retreating  from  Laurel  Hill,  by 
way  of  Saint  George  and  Red  House  Corners,  on  Sunday,  July  14, 
1861,  with  the  number  of  my  forces,  .the  amount  of  provisions  on  hand, 
and  means  of  transportation,  herewith  I  present  the  following  report : 

I  arrived  at  West  Union  from  Oakland  with  four  companies  of  my 
command  on  Saturday  morning,  July  13,  at  1  a.  m.,  in  a  violent  rain 
storm,  having  been  compelled  to  leave  two  companies  at  Chisholm's  Mill 
to  guard  all  of  my  teams  which  had  given  out.  They  arrived  at  West 
Union  at  9  a.  m.,  making  my  force  six  companies,  of  578  men.  At  9  a. 
in.,  July  13, 1  waited  on  Colonel  Irvine,  of  the  Sixteenth  Ohio  Regiment, 
and  we  proceeded  to  examine  the  country  for  five  miles  in  the  different 
directions  which  we  supposed  the  enemy  would  take.  On  our  return 
Colonel  Irvine  received  a  dispatch  from  you,  informing  him  that  the 
enemy  were  retreating  by  way  of  Saint  George.  As  yet  not  knowing 
but  that  West  Union  would"  be  the  route  they  would  be  compelled  to 
take,  owing  to  the  impassable  state  of  the  other  roads  leading  from 
Saint  George  across  the  country  and  intercepting  the  western  turnpike, 
I,  with  Colonel  Irvine  and  Major  Bailey,  immediately  selected  two  posi- 
tions, one  south  of  West  Union  one-half  mile,  and  the  other  one  mile 
west,  either  of  them  strong  enough  to  have  defended  us  from  any  num- 
bers. I  ordered  my  men  to  lay  upon  their  arms  in  readiness  to  take 
position  at  a  moment's  warning. 
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At  5^  ik  in.  Sunday  morning  Colonel  Irvine's  scouts  came  in,  and  in- 
formed me  that  the  enemy  were  retreating  by  way  of  Lted  House  Corners. 
We  immediately  got  under  way  and  gave  chase,  arriving  at  the  Corners 
at  7  a.  m.,  a  distance  of  seven  miles.  Here  we  learned  they  had  passed 
at  5  a.  m.,  with  the  exception  of  a  regiment  or  two  still  back.  We  im- 
mediately selected  two  companies  of  rifles — one  from  the  Eighth,  Cap- 
tain Daggett,  and  one  from  the  Sixteenth — and  ordered  them  to  proceed 
southward  toward  Texas  Corners,  and  meet  them  if  possible  upon 
advantageous  grounds,  the  main  body,  supposed  to  be,  from  what  we 
learned  from  prisoners,  about  6,000  strong,  having  got  two  and  a  half 
[nours]  the  start.  We  continued  the  chase  until  we  were  within  eight 
miles  of  them,  having  traveled  six  miles.  We  halted  to  make  recon- 
naissance, when  we  were  overtaken  by  General  Hill.  The  balance  of 
our  march  was  made  under  the  supervision  of  the  commanding  general. 

When  I  started  on  Sunday  morning  in  pursuit  many  of  my  command 
had  taken  no  breakfast,  and  made  the  entire  march  of  that  day  with 
but  half  a  biscuit.  We  had  not  one  day's  provisions  on  hand,  and  our 
means  of  transportation  were  so  limited  as  to  cut  off  the  hope  of  an 
immediate  supply.  My  command  had  at  that  time  received  no  horses 
or  wagons  from  the  Government,  and  my  only  means  of  transportation 
were  teams  pressed  into  service  from  farmers  in  and  about  Oakland. 

H.  G.  DEPUY, 
Colonel  Eighth  Regiment,  0.  V.  M. 

Brigadier-General  Hill. 


No.  11. 

Reports  of  OoL  Thomas  Morton,  Twentieth  Ohio  Infantry,  of  operations 

from  July  13  to  15. 

Headquarters  Twentieth  Regiment  O.  V.  M., 

Oakland,  Md.,  July  20, 1861. 

Sir:  On  Saturday,  July  13,  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  I  received  your  order 
directing  me  to  withdraw  such  of  the  forces  under  my  command  as  I 
might  deem  prudent  from  the  line  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad 
between  Beuwood  and  Grafton,  and  join  you  at  Oakland,  Md.  Accord- 
ingly I  dispatched  Major  Lamison  over  the  line  of  said  road,  with  in- 
structions to  withdraw  from  said  line  Companies  A,  F,  I,  and  K,  and 
1  with  them  to  such  point  as  he  might  learn  I  would  occupy,  un- 


proceed 
less  othe 


otherwise  instructed.  On  the  afternoon  of  same  day  I  proceeded, 
with  a  detachment  of  one  company  of  the  Virginia  First,  Captain  Britt ; 
one  company  of  the  Virginia  Second :  two  pieces  of  artillery,  under  Cap- 
tain Da  am  •  and  Companies  B  and  E,  of  the  Twentieth  Regiment  O.  V . 
M.,  to  Oakland,  at  which  place  I  arrived  at  10  o'clock  p.  m.  of  said  day. 
Owing  to  a  want  of  the  means  of  transportation,  I  was  delayed  at  Oak- 
land until  10  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning,  when  I  marched  forward  to 
the  Red  House,  at  which  point  I  arrived  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  thence 
proceeded  in  pursuit  of  the  rebel  forces  over  the  Northwestern  turn- 
pike, until  I  met  you  with  your  forces  returning.  While  at  the  Red 
House,  Major  Lamison  arrived  with  the  forces  under  his  command,  hav- 
ing made  a  most  orderly  and  rapid  march,  for  the  particulars  of  which 
I  refer  you  to  his  report,  a  copy  of  which  I  herewith  transmit  The 
officers  and  men  under  my  command  conducted  themselves  in  the  most 
soldierlike  manner,  and  to  their  hearty  co  operation  and  energy  I  am 
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indebted  for  the  promptness  with  which  they  ap|ieareil  lit  Itio  point* 
intended  to  be  occupied. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THOMAS  MORTON, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Twentieth  Regiment  0.  V.  M. 

Brig.  Gen.  0.  W.  Hell, 

Commanding  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  U.  A  Troops. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Regiment  O.  V.  M:, 

Grafton,  Va.,  July  21, 1861. 

Sir:  On  Monday,  July  15,  I  received  your  order  to  proceed  with 
Companies  A,  Captain  Nichols;  B,  Captain  Dodds;  E,  Captain  Mott; 
F,  Lieutenant  Taylor;  I,  Captain  Cable;  K,  Lieutenant  Adams,  quar- 
termaster (detailed  to  this  special  duty),  of  the  Twentieth  Regiment 
Ohio  Volunteer  Militia,  and  Companies  of  the  Twenty  second  Reg- 
iment Ohio  Volunteer  Militia,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Turley ;  one  de- 
tachment of  a  company  of  the  Virginia  First,  Captain  Britt;  one  com- 
pany of  the  Virginia  Second,  Captain  Ewing,  and  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, under  the  command  of  Captain  Daum,  numbering  in  all  about  900 
men,  to  New  Creek,  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  and  thence 
strike  the  Northwestern  Virginia  turnpike  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  off 
the  retreat  of  the  rebel  forces  passing  over  that  road  from  Laurel  Hill. 
The  advanced  guard,  with  the  artillery,  left  Oakland  at  4  o'clock  p.  m., 
under  command  of  Major  Lamison,  but  on  account  of  the  want  of  tele 
graphic  communication  was  delayed  by  the  conductor  of  the  train  until 
8  o'clock  p.  m.  within  one  mile  of  Oakland. 

At  2  o'clock  a.  in.,  July  1G,  I  arrived  at  New  Creek,  and  at  3  a.  m.  put 
my  command  in  motion,  and  for  the  want  of  means  of  transportation, 
and  that  my  movements  might  not  be  delayed,  I  took  no  baggage,  ex- 
cept one-third  of  the  cooking  utensils  and  one  day's  rations.  We  break- 
fasted after  a  march  of  six  miles,  and  proceeded  to  Ridgeville,  having 
learned  that  the  enemy  were  in  force  at  that  place.  Findiug  no  force  at 
that  point,  I  proceeded,  over  a  most  rugged  and  difficult  road,  almost 
impassable  for  the  artillery,  to  Martin's  Gap,  after  a  march  of  fifteen 
hours,  making  thirty-three  miles,  at  which  place  your  courier  reached 
us,  ordering  us  to  join  you  at  Greenland,  two  and  a  half  miles  distant, 
at  which  place  we  arrived  at  1 1  o'clock  a.  m.  on  Wednesday,  July  17. 
Joining  your  forces  at  Martin's  Gap,  I  learned  that  the  advance  of  the 
enemy,  about  1,000,  had  encamped  at  that  place  on  Sunday,  July  14, 
about  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  that,  learning  of  the  approach  of  our  forces, 
had  hastily  retreated  on  Saturday,  at  6  o'clock  p.  in.,  for  Petersburg. 
In  their  retreat  they  destroyed  the  bridge  over  Patterson's  Creek,  mak- 
ing the  road  impassable  for  wagons,  and  was  therefore  compelled  to 
send  my  artillery  around  over  the  Northwestern  turnpike,  a  distance  of 
seven  miles  farther  than  pursued  by  my  command.  Being  without  a 
baggage  train  and  ambulance,  with  short  rations,  the  march  was  a  most 
trying  one,  and  to  the  endurance  of  men  and  officers  and  their  cheerful- 
ness and  hearty  co-operation  I  am  indebted  for  the  celerity  of  my  move- 
ments, and  for  which  all  deserve  much  praise. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THOMAS  MORTON, 

flf\]fl  \\J*)      (  VfclM  >>!/!  n  f\  J  »  ft     rPlFf*ltf1l0tlL     A'/'/J  l  J*>*>7l/  ~XT  \f 

O.  W.  Hill, 

Brigadier-General,  Oomdg.  U.  S.  Troops  in  Western  Va. 
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N<».  IS. 

Report  o/Maj.  Charles  N.  Larnuon,  Twentieth  Ohio  Infantry,  of  operations 

July  13  and  14. 

Headquaktejis  Twentieth  Regiment  O.  V.  It. 

Oakland,  Md.,  July  20, 1861. 

Silt:  At  lh  a.  in.,  Saturday,  July  13,  1  received  your  order  directing 
mo  to  proceed  over  the  line  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  and 
with  Companies  A,  F,  I,  and  K,  then  stationed  at  different  points  on 
said  line,  with  them  to  join  you  at  Oakland,  Md.,  or  at  such  other  )>oint 
as  I  might  learu  you  might  then  occupy.  Accordingly,  I  at  once  or- 
dered transportation  from  Wheeling,  and  dispatched  Adjutant  Evans 
over  the  line  from  Fairmont,  who  brought  the  several  detachments  to 
Grafton,  at  which  place  we  arrived  at  2  a.  m.  Sunday.  Owing  to  de- 
lays on  the  road,  occasioned  by  trains  on  the  road  and  the  unwilling- 
ness of  conductors  to  proceed,  I  did  not  arrive  at  Oakland  until  12 
o'clock  m.  Suuday.  On  my  arrival,  learning  that  you  had  proceeded  to 
Chisholm's  Mill,  I  at  once,  without  taking  auy  baggage,  put  my  detach- 
ment in  motion,  and  at  3  o'clock  reached  the  Red  House,  on  the  North- 
western turnpike,  at  which  place  I  met  you  returning  with  the  forces 
under  General  Hill.  The  conduct  of  the  men  and  officers  under  my 
command  is  deserving  of  much  credit,  and  to  their  energy  and  hearty 
co-operation  I  am  indebted  for  rapidity  of  my  movements. 
Respectfully,  I  am,  yours, 

CHARLES  N.  LAMISON, 
Major  Twentieth  Regiment  0.  V.  M. 

Thomas  Moeton, 

7svn  o  1    1  \  i  »u  ■>»/>  i>/7  iii/i    7')/-/>i)  / ioth    Ut>n  i  tm  txn  t  fi    V  \f 


No.  13. 

Report  of  Col.  O.  W.  Andrews,  Fifteenth  Ohio  Infantry,  of  operations 

from  July  13  to  15. 

Headquarters  Fifteenth  Regiment  O.  V.  M., 

Oakland,  Md.,  July  19,  1861. 

In  answer  to  your  order,  directing  me  to  report  to  you  the  steps  taken 
by  me  to  intercept  the  rebels  in  their  late  flight  from  Laurel  Hill,  the 
force  I  had  to  march  against  them,  &c,  I  have  to  say :  On  Saturday, 
13th  instant,  at  about  4  o'clock  p.  in.,  immediately  after  receiving  your 
orders  to  move  all  my  available  forces  up  Cheat  River  from  Rowles- 
burg,  so  as  to  take  position  near  the  bridge  of  the  river,  some  four  miles 
south  of  Rowlesburg,  I  moved  what  forces  I  could  spare,  making,  with 
what  I  already  had  at  that  camp  (Cheat  River),  about  four  hundred 
and  fifty. 

Before  going  to  the  bridge  I  sent  for  the  late  sheriff  of  Preston  County. 
Virginia,  knowing  him  to  be  a  loyal  man,  and  very  intelligent  and  useful 
in  describing  the  geography  of  the  country.  I  directed  him  to  summon 
to  his  aid  four  other  citizens  in  whom  we  could  fully  confide,  and  report 
them  to  me  at  Cheat  River  forthwith.  He  did  all  I  required  with  great 
promptitude.  After  this  preparation  I  marched  to  Cheat  River  Bridge, 
and  arrived  there  about  8A  o'clock  p.  m.  same  day.  Mr.  Shaffer  sat 
down  with  me  in  my  tent,  and  made  a  rough  and  hasty  draught  of  the 
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country  bet  ween  Laurel  Hill  and  Oakland  aud  the  Red  House,  showing 
a  main  road  running  from  a  northward  point  from  Laurel  Hill  to  the 
Northwestern  turnpike,  intersecting  the  same  at  the  Bed  House;  also 
showing  many  roads  approaching  the  samoj  also  a  road  leading  to  Saint 
George  northward  to  my  camp,  with  various  approaches.  In  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  Shaffer,  and  those  who  were  in  attendance  with  him,  awaiting 
orders  to  act  as  scouts,  the  rebels  must  pass  along  the  first-mentioned 
road,  leading  to  the  Northwestern  turnpike,  so  as  to  strike  the  turnpike 
at  the  Bed  House.  With  the  light  I  had  before  me  I  concurred  in  this 
opinion,  and  was  about  to  take  the  available  force  of  my  command  with 
the  two  companies  of  the  First  Virginia  Regiment,  and  immediately 
march  to  the  road  described  as  running  from  Laurel  Hill  to  the  North- 
western turnpike,  so  as  to  take  position  on  the  said  road  southwestward 
from  West  Union  about  seven  miles — about  the  same  distance  from  the 
Bed  House  and  some  fifteen  miles  from  my  camp.  But,  reflecting  on 
my  instructions,  I  thought  yon  had  scarcely  authorized  me  so  to  do.  I 
abandoned  the  contemplated  march,  and  concluded  to  send  out  mounted 
scouts,  well  armed,  in  the  direction  last  mentioned,  as  well  as  in  and  around 
Saint  George.  Accordingly,  at  about  10  o'clock  p.  m.,  I  dispatched  four 
scouts,  well  armed  and  mounted,  with  directions  to  reach  the  Laurel 
Hill  and  Northwestern  turnpike  road  as  soon  as  possible  westward 
from  West  Union,  and  to  reconnoiter  then  the  approaches  thereto.  This 
duty  would  take  them  over  a  very  rough  road  (most  of  the  wayj  some 
sixteen  or  eighteen  miles.  I  directed  them  to  first  report  to  Colonel 
Irvine's  command,  then  at  West  Union,  if  they  should  make  important 
discoveries  nearer  to  him  than  to  me,  then  hasten  on  to  me.  I  also  sent 
a  scout  in  disguise  to  take  observations  about  Saint  George  and  the 
road  leading  from  that  point  to  my  camp ;  also  many  scouts  not  mounted 
in  various  directions. 

The  first-named  mounted  scouts  reached  the  road  they  desired  at 
about  1  o'clock  a.  m.  Sunday  morning,  and  soon  discovered  the  enemy 
in  large  numbers,  and  to  get  out  of  his  reach  they  were  obliged  to 
secrete  themselves  for  a  short  time.  This  was  southwestward  from 
West  Union  about  seven  or  eight  miles,  of  course  much  nearer  Colonel 
Irvine's  than  to  my  own  command,  and  so,  in  obedience  to  my  orders, 
he  was  notified  before  the  messengers  came  to  me.  This  notice,  I  am 
informed,  was  given  between  3  and  4  o'clock  a.  m.  same  day.  The 
horses  of  these  scouts  gave  out,  by  which  means  I  did  not  receive 
the  report  until  10  o'clock  a.  m.  Little  before  11  o'clock  a.  m.  I  started 
with  ail  the  force  I  could  spare,  with  one  day's  cooked  rations,  together 
with  parts  of  the  two  Virginia  companies,  making  altogether  about  450, 
and  arrived  at  the  Bed  House,  passing  through  West  Union,  at  3i 
o'clock  p.  m.,  a  distance  of  eighteen  or  nineteen  miles.  When  I  arrived 
I  found  Colonel  Irvine's  force,  part  of  Colonel  Depuy's  (Eighth  Ohio), 
and  a  few  of  the  Twentieth  Ohio,  under  your  own  personal  command, 
with  two  pieces  of  ordnance,  that  had  been  in  hot  pursuit  several  hours 
before  me.  Not  gaining  on  the  enemy,  and  our  forces  being  con- 
siderably out  of  strength,  and  without  any  provision,  and  it  plainly 
appearing  that  further  immediate  pursuit  would  be  futile,  under  your 
order  all  our  forces  turned  back  and  encamped  at  Bed  House.  Leav- 
ing my  force,  I  returned  to  Cheat  Biver  to  order  provisions  and  trans- 
portation forward. 

On  the  next  day  ("Monday)  I  received  from  you  an  order  to  join  a 
forward  movement  rrom  the  Bed  House,  with  all  the  forces  of  my  com- 
mand I  could  spare  from  the  duties  already  assigned  me. 

At  about  8  o'clock  p.  m.  on  Monday,  15th  instant,  I  joined  the  column 
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under  your  command  with  aboat  same  force  I  took  to  the  Bed  House 
(450),  and  moved  eastwardly  on  the  Northwestern  turnpike  in  pursuit  of 
the  enemy.  I  left  with  two  days'  rations,  and  ordered  more  to  be  sent. 
I  had  no  transportation  facilities,  and  could  take  little  baggage  of  any 
kind.  With  some  difficulty  my  quartermaster  impressed  two  teams, 
which  served  to  transport  a  few  cooking  utensils  and  the  scanty  pro- 
visions I  took  along.  We  pursued  the  enemy  under  your  personal  com- 
mand little  over  two  days,  and  seemed  to  gradually  near  him,  when  on 
Wednesday,  the  17th,  the  column  was  turned  back.  The  whole  com- 
mand marched  back  to  this  point  in  two  days,  somewhat  fatigued,  but 
in  the  best  of  order,  and  in  very  good  spirits.  My  own  I  know  to  lie 
particularly  so. 
Air  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

G.  W.  ANDREWS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Fifteenth  Regiment  0.  V.  M. 

Brigadier-General  Hill, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Troops,  N.  W.  Virginia. 


No.  14, 

Report  of  Lieut  JSC  A.  Myers,  Ringgold  Cavalry,  of  operations  from 

July  7  to  15. 

Headquarters  Ringgold  Cavalry, 

Qrafton,  Va.,  July  21, 1861. 

I  was  ordered  by  General  Hill  on  the  7th  of  July  to  take  twenty-five 
men  of  the  Ringgold  Cavalry  to  serve  as  mounted  scouts  under  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Irvine,  of  the  Sixteenth  Ohio,  and  reported  my 
command  to  him  on  the  same  night.  Colonel  Irvine  was  then  posted 
near  Cheat  River  Bridge.  I  remained  attached  to  his  command  until 
Monday,  the  15th  of  July.  On  the  morning  of  the  8th  six  men  of  my 
command  were  sent  by  order  of  Colonel  Irvine  out  on  the  Saint  George 
road,  sometimes  called  the  Horseshoe  Run  road,  that  intersects  the 
Northwestern  turnpike  at  Red  House,  to  Rinehart's  School-House.  They 
remained  there  until  Saturday,  the  13th,  when  they  were  ordered  by  Col- 
onel Irvine  to  come  into  his  camp  at.  West  Union?  which  they  did  the  same 
afternoon.  I  had  ascertained  from  persons  living  on  the  Saint  George 
road  before  mentioned  that  the  rebels  were  retreating,  and  would  be 
through  on  that  road  from  Saint  George  to  Red  House  on  Saturday 
night  or  Sunday,  and  reported  the  same  to  Colonel  Irvine.  I  told  him  I 
thought  it  important  that  scouts  should  be  sent  out  in  that  direction, 
and  gave  him  the  information  I  had  received.  He  replied  that  there 
were  other  points  of  more  importance. 

About  sundown  on  Saturday,  the  13th,  a  man  came  up  from  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Rinehart's  School- House,  and  told  me  that  he  had  heard  that 
they  were  coming  through  on  that  road.  I  again  went  to  Colonel  Irvine 
and  gave  him  this  information,  and  told  him  that  some  of  my  boys  were 
anxious  to  go  out  on  that  road.  He  said  he  would  see  about  it,  and 
walked  away.  I  returned  to  my  quarters,  and  remained  there  pursuant 
to  his  orders. 

H.  A.  MYERS, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Ringgold  Cavalry. 
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No.  15. 

Congratulatory  address  from  General  MeOleUan. 

Army  of  Occupation,  Western  Virginia, 

Beverly,  Va.,  July  16,  1861. 

Soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  West ! 
I  am  more  than  satisfied  with  you. 

You  have  annihilated  two  armies,  commanded  by  educated  and  ex- 
perienced soldiers,  intrenched  in  mountain  fastnesses  fortified  at  their 
leisure.  You  have  taken  five  guns,  twelve  colors,  fifteen  hundred  stand 
of  arms,  one  thousand  prisoners,  including  more  than  forty  officers — 
one  of  the  two  commanders  of  the  rebels  is  a  prisoner,  the  other  lost 
his  life  on  the  field  of  battle.  You  have  killed  more  than  two  hundred 
and  fifty  of  the  enemy,  who  has  lost  all  his  baggage  and  canip  equip- 
age. All  this  has  been  accomplished  with  the  loss  of  twenty  brave 
men  killed  and  sixty  wounded  on  your  part. 

You  have  proved  that  Union  men,  fighting  for  the  preservation  of  our 
Government,  are  more  than  a  match  for  our  misguided  and  erring 
brethren;  more  than  this,  you  have  shown  mercy  to  the  vanquished. 
You  have  made  long  and  arduous  marches,  often  with  insufficient  food, 
frequently  exposed  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather.  I  have  not  hesi- 
tated to  demand  this  of  you,  feeling  that  I  could  rely  on  your  endurance, 
patriotism,  and  courage. 

In  the  future  I  may  have  still  greater  demands  to  make  upon  you, 
still  greater  sacrifices  for  you  to  offer.  It  shall  be  my  care  to  provide  for 
you  to  the  extent  of  my  ability;  but  I  know  now  that  by  your  valor 
and  endurance  you  will  accomplish  all  that  is  asked. 

Soldiers!  I  have  confidence  in  you,  and  I  trust  you  have  learned  to 
confide  in  me,  Remember  that  discipline  and  subordination  are  quali- 
ties of  equal  value  with  courage. 

I  am  proud  to  say  that  you  have  gained  the  highest  reward  that 
American  troops  can  receive — the  thanks  of  Congress  and  the  applause 
of  your  fellow-citizens. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 


No.  16. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  R.  8.  Qarnett,  0.  8.  Army,  of  preliminary  opera- 
tions, with  correspondence,  from  June  25  to  July  6. 

Hdqrs.  Department  op  Northwestern  Virginia, 

Camp  at  Laurel  Bill,  Va.,  June  25,  1861. 

Sir:  I  reached  Huttonsville  on  the  14th  instant.  I  found  there 
twenty-three  companies  of  infantry,  mostly  mustered  into  service,  but 
in  a  miserable  condition  as  to  arms,  clothing,  equipments,  instruction, 
and  discipline.  Twenty  of  these  companies  were  organized  into  two 
regiments,  the  one  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jacksou  and  the  other 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Heck.  Though  wholly  incapable,  iu  my  judg- 
ment, of  rendering  anything  like  efficient  service,  I  deemed  it  of  such 
importance  to  possess  myself  of  the  two  turnpike  passes  over  the  Rich 
and  Laurel  Mountains,  before  they  should  be  seized  by  the  enemy,  that 
I  left  Huttonsville  on  the  evening  of  the  15th  with  these  two  regiments 
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and  Captain  Bice's  battery,  and,  by  marching  them  a  greater  portion  of 
the  night,  reached  the  two  passes  early  in  the  afternoon  of  the  follow- 
ing day,  Colonel  Heck's  regiment  and  a  section  of  artillery  occupying 
the  Buckhannon  Pass,  and  Colonel  Jackson,  with  the  remaining  section, 
taking  up  their  position  here. 

I  regard  these  two  passes  as  the  gates  to  the  northwestern  country, 
and.  had  they  been  occupied  by  the  enemy,  my  command  would  have 
been  effectually  paralyzed  or  shut  up  in  the  Cheat  River  Valley.  I  think 
it  was  a  great  mistake  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  not  to  have  remained 
here  after  driving  Colonel  Porterfleld's  command  over  it.  I  have  caused 
all  the  country  roads  leading  from  the  northwestern  country,  which 
cross  this  range  of  mountains  between  the  foot  of  Cheat  Mountain  and 
Saint  George,  the  county  seat  of  Tucker  County,  to  be  blocked  up  by 
cutting  large  trees  across  them.  I  have  done  this  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  getting  into  my  rear  and  cutting  off  my  supplies,  which,  so  far,  I 
have  been  obliged  to  obtain  chiefly  from  Staunton. 

By  sending  out  heavy  escorts  I  am  now  endeavoring  to  collect  grain 
and  cattle,  both  from  the  direction  of  Philippi  and  Buckhannon.  I  have 
made  Beverly  for  the  present  my  principal  depot.  I  propose  in  a  few 
days  to  send  the  three  small  companies  left  at  Huttonsville,  six  miles 
farther  south,  to  the  foot  of  Cheat  Mountain,  where,  in  a  strong  posi- 
tion, which  I  shall  improve,  I  shall  establish  them,  and  deposit  two  days' 
supplies  for  my  entire  command. 

The  toad  from  Saint  George  to  Cheat  River  Bridge,  on  the  railroad,  is 
a  country  road,  and  scarcely  practicable  for  wheels.  My  last  informa- 
tion, which  is,  of  course,  not  very  reliable,  is  that  the  enemy  have  blocked 
up  this  road  from  the  Cheat  Bridge  to  where  it  is  crossed  by  the  North- 
western turnpike,  which  leads  by  Evansville  to  Grafton.  If  this  proves 
to  be  true,  it  will  increase  my  difficulties  in  getting  on  this  railroad  very 
much.  Should  they  have  done  the  same  thing  on  all  the  roads  crossing 
the  railroad  from  the  south,  they  will  have  put  the  railroad,  I  fear,  be- 
yond the  reach  of  my  present  force.  This  force  I  consider  more  than 
sufficient  to  hold  these  two  passes,  but  not  sufficient  to  hold  the  railroad, 
if  I  should  get  an  opportunity  of  seizing  it  at  any  particular  point;  for 
I  must  have  an  adequate  force  in  each  of  the  passes  to  secure  them  for 
our  use.  My  best  chance  of  getting  at  the  railroad  seems  at  present  to 
be  by  the  Morgautown  road,  a  road  which  leads  from  Yeager's  (see  map) 
to  Evansville.  When  once  at  Evansville,  which  is  on  the  Nortli western 
turnpike,  I  should  threaten  equally  Grafton  (twelve  miles  distant)  and 
Cheat  Bridge  (fourteen  miles  distant),  at  both  of  which  points  they  now 
have  a  force  which  they  would  be  compelled  to  keep  in  this  position, 
and  thus  enable  me  to  get  at  the  road  at  Independence,  five  miles  from 
Evansville,  destroy  it  there,  and  then  fall  upon  the  force  at  Cheat  Bridge 
(by  marching  on  the  railroad)  before  it  could  be  re-enforced  from  Grafton. 
The  objection  to  this  operation  is  that  it  enables  the  enemy  at  Philippi 
to  "throw  himself  upon  my  rear.  If,  however,  I  had  sufficient  force  to 
hold  this  post  securely,  my  remaining  force  could  regain  it  from  Cheat 
Bridge,  by  way  of  Saint  George,  with  a  little  work  on  that  road  j  the 
roads  from  Philippi  leading  over  the  Laurel  Mountain  into  that  road, 
four  in  number,  having,  as  I  have  already  stated,  been  blocked  up  by 
me.  My  moving  force  (say  three  thousand),  however,  will  not  be  suffi- 
cient, I  fear,  for  this  operation. 

The  various  accounts  widen  I  get  of  the  enemy's  strength  (none  posi- 
tive or  even  reliable)  represent  him  as  having  from  four  to  seven  thou- 
sand at  Philippi,  with  from  six  to  ten  pieces  of  artillery,  and  that  he  is 
intrenched  on  the  hill  behind  the  town,  about  three  thousand  at  Graf- 
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ton,  three  or  four  thousand  at  Clarksburg,  and  about  two  thousand  at 
Cheat  Bridge.  I  have  been,  so  far,  wholly  unable  to  get  anything  like 
accurate  or  reliable  information  as  to  the  numbers,  movements,  or  in- 
tentions of  the  enemy,  and  begin  to  believe  it  almost  an  impossible 
thing.  The  Union  men  are  greatly  in  the  ascendency  here,  and  are 
much  more  zealous  and  active  in  their  cause  than  the  secessionists. 
The  enemy  are  kept  fully  advised  of  our  movements,  even  to  the 
strength  of  our  scouts  and  pickets,  by  the  country  people,  while  we  are 
compelled  to  grope  in  the  dark  as  much  as  if  we  were  invading  a  foreign 
and  hostile  country. 

The  Georgia  regiment  reached  me  yesterday.  I  hear  nothing  definite 
about  the  two  remaining  companies  of  the  Twentieth  Regiment,  and  the 
four  remaining  companies  of  Colonel  Fulkerson's.  There  has  elapsed 
scarcely  time  for  me  to  hear  of  the  result  of  my  application  for  two 
additional  companies  of  cavalry.  They  are  greatly  needed  here.  The 
maps  give  very  incorrect  impressions  as  to  the  number  of  roads  in  this 
region  of  country. 

I  have  heard  nothing  of  the  medical  stores  for  my  command,  nor  of 
other  requisitions  made  on  the  Ordnance  and  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment. I  hope  that  they  may  be  urged  to  fill  them  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible. Many  of  my  men  are  without  blankets  or  tents.  The  nights  are 
frequently  cold  and  we  have  frequent  rains. 

I  shall  have  the  defenses  of  this  place  complete  in  a  week.  The  Buck- 
hannon  Pass  is  naturally  much  stronger,  and  the  regiment  there  will 
be  able  to  hold  five  times  their  number  in  check  for  a  sufficient  time  to 
admit  of  being  re-enforced,  if  they  will  stand  to  their  work. 

At  Philippi  the  enemy  occupy  the  heights  beyond  the  town,  in  the 
direction  of  Grafton.  They  have  mined  the  bridge  and  thrown  abatis 
in  the  ford.  It  is  further  said  that  they  have  blocked  up  the  road  on 
this  side  of  Philippi.  Until  I  can  get  some  additional  cavalry  I  shall 
not  have  adequate  means  of  determining  to  what  extent  these  reports 
are  true. 

This  communication  is  rather  lengthy,  I  fear,  for  the  general  to  read, 
but,  as  I  do  not  propose  to  trouble  him  often,  I  have  deemed  it  best  to 
report  fully  the  condition  of  things  under  my  command. 

Two  companies  of  infantry  are  being  organized  in  Beverly,  under 
Colonel  Porterfield,  whom  I  have  assigned  temporarily  to  the  command 
of  that  place.  Captain  Bice's  company  is  also  ordered  to  form  part  of 
his  command,  after  turning  over  his  battery  to  Captain  Anderson. 
Accessions  to  my  command  come  in  very  slowly. 

No  periodical  muster  rolls  for  June  30  have  yet  arrived,  nor  any  other 
blank  forms.  The  general's  order,  in  relation  to  the  court  of  inquiry, 
had  already  been  anticipated.  The  proceedings  will  be  forwarded  in  a 
day  or  two.  I  was  aware  of  the  road  by  Stribling  Springs,  but  it  is 
impossible  to  cut  off  all  communication  with  the  enemy.  The  mass  of 
the  country  people  is  against  us. 

I  have  already  addressed  several  communications  to  General  Cooper, 
and  asked  for  instructions  as  to  the  proper  person  to  address.  Be 
pleased  to  inform  me  on  this  point 

At  the  end  of  this  month  I  shall  send  a  return  of  my  force.   I  am 
pushing  the  instruction  of  the  men  with  all  possible  activity. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  GAKOTTT, 
Brigadier- General,  Provisional  Army,  Commanding. 

Lieut  Col.  George  Deas, 

Asst.  Adjt  and  Insp.  Gen.,  0.  8.  Army,  Richmond,  Va. 
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Headquarters,  Richmond,  Va.,  July  1, 1861. 
Gen.  R.  8.  Garnett,  Commanding  Northwestern  Army: 

General :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  25th  instant  [ult. ],  re- 
porting the  condition  and  distribution  of  your  force  and  your  projected 
plan  of  operations.  I  have  taken  great  pleasure  in  submitting  it  to  the 
President,  and  trust  you  will  be  able  to  accomplish  your  purposes.  The 
rupture  of  the  railroad  at  Cheat  River  would  be  worth  to  us  an  army. 
The  companies  of  the  Twentieth  and  Thirty-seventh  Regiments  have 
been  forwarded  to  you ;  also  two  companies  of  cavalry.  Another  squad- 
ron will  be  furnished  if  desired.  I  have  ordered  Gapt.  G.  Jackson  to 
report  to  you  for  duty  with  the  cavalry.  His  commission  will  entitle 
him  to  precedence  over  officers  of  the  same  grade  in  the  volunteer  serv- 
ice. He  is  a  cavalry  officer  of  some  experience.  Everything  that  you 
have  required  has  been  sent  as  far  as  practicable.  The  remainder  will 
be  forwarded  as  fast  as  available.  Muster  rolls  were  Bent  some  time 
since.  Tour  correspondence  can  be  addressed  to  this  office  as  usual 
Very  respectfully, 

R.  E.  LEE, 


Hdqrs.  Dep't  op  Northwestern  Virginia, 

Camp  at  Laurel  HiU,  7a.,  July  1,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  George  Deas, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

Sir  :  It  is  with  great  reluctance  that  I  feel  constrained  to  call  for  an 
addition  to  my  present  force,  for  I  know  that  these  calls  are  coming  in 
upon  the  Government  from  all  quarters  of  the  State,  and  from  some, 
perhaps,  more  immediately  threatened  than  I  am,  as  far  as  I  know ;  brut, 
with  the  railroad  running  across  my  entire  front,  I  have  become  satis- 
fied that  I  cannot  operate  beyond  my  present  position  with  any  reason- 
able expectation  of  substantial  success,  with  the  present  force  under 
my  command,  and  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  state  the  fact.  My  hope  of 
increasing  my  force  in  this  region  has,  so  far,  been  sadly  disappointed. 
Only  eight  men  have  joined  me  here,  and  fifteen  at  Colonel  Heck's  camp, 
not  sufficient  to  make  up  my  losses  by  discharges,  &c.  These  people 
are  thoroughly  imbned  with  an  ignorant,  and  bigoted  Union  sentiment. 
Unless  success  was  reduced  to  a  certainty,  it  would  be  imprudent  to 
abandon  the  passes  I  now  hold,  yet  they  cannot  be  held  securely  with 
less  than  two  thousand  men,  which  would  reduce  my  movable  force  to 
twenty-five  hundred.  If  the  necessities  of  the  Government  could  afford 
it,  I  should  be  glad  to  have  three  or  four  thousand  more  men ;  but  I 
must  content  myself  with  asking  for  as  many  only  as  can  be  spared,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  Government. 

We  hear,  though  with  what  truth  it  is  impossible  to  say,  that  the 
enemy  is  receiving  accessions  to  his  force.  Twenty-two  car  loads  are 
reported  to  have  re  enforced  the  force  at  Cheat  Bridge.  This  and  some 
other  movements  of  the  enemy  seem  to  indicate  an  intention  of  getting 
in  my  rear  from  that  point  by  the  Saint  George  road,  and  this  will  require 
another  division  of  my  force,  or  compel  me  to  fall  back  to  Leadsville, 
where  that  road  comes  into  this;-  but  this  operation  would  lose  this 
position  to  us.  I  shall  transfer  to-day  Colonel  Heck's  regiment  to  that 
road,'  and  send  five  companies,  under  Colonel  Hansborough,  to  relieve 
him  in  his  present  position,  which  is  a  strong  one.  If  necessary,  I 
shall  send  a  regiment  from  this  place  to  join  Colonel  Heck.   The  iron. 
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guns  will  be  very  acceptable  for  this  or  the  Bnckhannon  Pass.  If  I  could 
get  two  others,  it  would  give  me  the  bronze  batteries  for  service  with 
my  movable  force. 

I  have  been  waiting  anxiously  for  a  quartermaster  of  experience,  bat 
none  has  yet  appeared.  It  would  relieve  me  of  much  labor  and  anxiety 
if  I  had  a  competent  officer  to  take  these  duties  off  my  shoulders.  The 
muster  rolls  have  not  yet  arrived. 

Very  respectfully,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  GARNETT, 

Brigadier-  General. 

P.  S. — Unless  I  have  been  misinformed  as  to  the  state  of  feeling 
among  the  people  and  the  condition  of  things  in  the  Kanawha  Valley, 
it  is  my  opinion  that  General  Wise's  command  could  be  of  more  service 
to  the  cause  by  operating  in  the  direction  of  Parkersburg  and  the 
Northwestern  Railroad.  It  would  produce  a  very  effective  diversion  in 
favor  of  the  operations  from  this  point 

R.  S.  GARNETT, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Va,y  July  5, 1801. 

General  R.  S.  Garnett,  Laurel  Hill,  Va. : 

General.  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  just  received, 
I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  Forty-fourth  regiment,  Col.  W.  C. 
Scott,  left  here  on  the  2d  instant  for  your  command.  There  has  been 
some  delay  in  preparing  the  Georgia  regiment  for  the  field,  but  I  hope 
to  get  it  off  to-morrow.  It  consists  of  over  one  thousand  men,  com- 
manded by  Col.  Edward  Johnson,  an  officer  of  experience.  On  the  fol- 
lowing day  I  will  dispatch  a  North  Carolina  regiment,  commanded  by 
Col.  Stephen  Lee,  twelve  hundred  strong.  1  win  endeavor  to  send  you 
two  other  field  pieces.  I  will  again  apply  to  Colouel  Myers  for  a  quar- 
termaster of  experience  for  your  command. 

Respectfully,  ^  „  r_. 

R.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dep't  op  Northwestern  Virginia, 

Camp  at  Laurel  Hill,  Va.,  July  G,  1861. 

Lieut  Col.  George  Deas, 

Assistant  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

Colonel:  In  the  postscript  to  a  communication  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  address  to  you  a  few  days  ago,  I  ventured  to  suggest  the  ex- 
pediency of  giving  a  more  northerly  direction  to  General  Wise's  column, 
in  order  to  threaten  the  railroad  aud  country  east  of  Parkersburg,  now 
in  possession  of  the  enemy.  Some  subsequent  information  has  con- 
firmed me  in  my  convictions  as  to  the  propriety  of  such  a  movement. 
I  learned  a  day  or  two  since,  from  sources  in  my  front,  that  twenty- 
eight  hundred  men,  who  had  been  put  upon  light-draught  steamers  in 
Pittsburgh  to  operate  in  the  Kanawha  Valley,  were  diverted  from  that 
purpose  and  landed  at  Parkersburg,  from  which  place  they  came  to 
Clarksburg  and  thence  to  Bnckhannon,  where,  with  others  from  Philippi, 
to  the  number,  it  is  said,  of  three  or  four  thousand,  they  have  now  taken 
up  their  position,  with  a  supporting  force  at  Weston  and  at  Clarks- 
burg—numbers unknown.   This  latter  point,  it  is  said,  they  are  forti- 
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fying,  and  making  of  it  a  place  of  detention  for  the  secessionists  whom 
they  have  arrested  in  the  country  occupied  by  their  troops,  and  whom 
hitherto  they  have  been  sending  to  Ohio.  It  is  my  belief  that  as  long 
as  they  can  be  made  to  apprehend  any  danger  to  their  possession  of  the 
railroad  and  country  in  front  of  me  they  will  not  attempt  any  inroads 
in  the  Kanawha  Valley,  as  the  movement  above  reported  indicates,  and 
that  one  of  the  most  effectual  means  of  keeping  that  valley  free  of  them 
:b  to  occupy  them  folly  here.  I  moreover  think  that  if  General  Wise's 
column  should  move  from  Charleston  direct  upon  Parkersburg,  by  the 
road  through  Jackson,  Wirt,  and  Wood  Counties,  it  would  have  the 
effect,  not  of  withdrawing  any  troops  from  my  front,  but  of  bringing 
others  into  Virginia  from  Ohio  and  the  West,  as  it  could  be  done  with 
equal  facility  and  rapidity,  and  greater  safety.  But  if  he  were  to  re- 
trace his  steps  from  Charleston  to  Summereville,  in  Nicholas  County, 
and  thence  go  to  Bulltown,  in  Braxton,  both  of  which  counties  are  loyal 
to  our  cause,  he  would  be  within  a  day's  march  of  Weston,  and  threaten 
both  it  and  Buckhannon,  and  the  enemy  would  have  to  draw  from  his 
force  in  my  front  to  meet  him.  Communication  with  me  could  be  had 
by  way  of  Huttonsville. 

The  valley  of  the  Kanawha  is  comparatively  loyal  to  our  cause,  and 
the  force  under  General  Floyd  would  be  abundant  to  meet  any  force 
which  it  is  probable  the  enemy  will  send  into  that  region  for  the  present. 

The  latest,  and  I  believe  the  most  accurate,  information  which  I  have 
yet  received  from  the  front  is  that  the  enemy  has  seven  regiments  of 
infantry  at  Philippi— say  between  Ave  and  six  thousand  men— and 
twenty  pieces  of  artillery,  two  of  which  are  mortars.  I  scarcely  think 
they  have  as  much  artillery  as  that  stated.  At  Grafton,  a  few  days 
ago,  there  were  only  a  few  hundred ;  at  Clarksburg  they  are  represented 
as  having  about  three  thousand  men ;  at  Weston  two  thousand,  and  at 
Cheat  River  Bridge  from  two  to  three  thousand.  I  cannot  learn 
whether  they  have  artillery  at  this  bridge,  or  whether  they  are  erecting 
any  defenses  about  it  General  McClellan,  at  last  accounts,  was  at  Graf- 
ton. General  Morris  in  command  at  Philippi.  Were  these  numbers 
correct  it  would  put  their  force  in  Northwestern  Virginia  at  about  seven- 
teen thousand  men,  though  I  hardly  think  it  can  amount  to  that  num- 
ber. The  term  of  service  of  one  of  th«  Indiana  regiments  at  Philippi 
expired  a  few  days  ago,  and  I  learn  that  they  are  now  kept  there  by 
force.  I  do  not  now  think  it  probable  that  the  enemy,  notwithstanding 
his  superiority  of  numbers,  will  attempt  to  attack  my  position  unless 
the  necessity  for  his  force  elsewhere  becomes  very  imperative,  for  the 
simple  reasou  that  he  has  as  much  of  northwestern  country  as  he  prob- 
ably wants.  He  could  have  possessed  himself  of  more  01  the  country 
after  Colonel  Porterficld's  retreat,  if  he  had  desired  it,  yet  refrained  from 
doing  so.  The  onus  is  upon  us  to  drive  him  out  of  the  country  he  already 
holds,  if  we  can.  It  is  impossible  for  me  or  any  one  else,  in  my  judg- 
ment, to  say  what  numbers  (within  our  means)  are  necessary  to  effect 
this.  The  facilities,  on  the  one  hand,  which  they  possess  at  present,  of 
throwing  men  in  my  front  from  other  States,  and  the  numbers  they  have 
disposable  for  this  purpose,  with,  on  the  other  hand,  the  slow  process 
to  which  we  are  subjected  in  re-enforcing  our  force,  will  always  enable 
them  to  exceed  our  numbers,  whatever  they  may  be,  to  any  degree  they 
may  deem  necessary ;  for  secrecy  in  the  movements  of  my  re-enforcements 
in  this  disaffected  country  is  a  thing  impossible.  It  then  becomes  a 
question  which  must  be  decided  by  the  authorities  of  the  Government, 
whether  the  mere  paralyzation  of  a  superior  force  of  the  euemy,  in  my 
'ront,  with  the  hope  of  seizing  the  railroad,  if  an  opportunity  should 
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offer  itself,  is  a  sufficient  object  to  warrant  the  maintenance  of  all  our 
available  force  in  this  region  j  for  as  I  have  just  said,  J  do  not  suppose 
that  this  force  can  ever  obtain  a  strength,  relative  to  that  of  the  enemy, 
which  would  warrant  us  in  offering  him  battle  wherever  we  could  meet 
him.  I  have  by  no  means  relinquished  or  abated  my  hope  of  being 
able,  on  some  favorable  occasion,  to  get  at  the  road.  But  this  is  a  con- 
tingency. The  only  certain  result  we  can  calculate  upon  is  that  our 
presence  here  will  necessarily  occupy  a  considerable  force  of  the  enemy, 
and,  to  that  extent,  relieve  other  points  of  the  State  where  they  might 
be  employed  against  us.  It  is  not  for  me  to  determine  what  the  value 
of  this  very  negative  result  is,  but  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  state 
the  case  as  it  presented  itself  to  my  judgment.  I  can  only  say  I  shall 
watch  vigilantly,  and  strike  whenever  and  wherever  I  can  see  a  reason- 
able hope  of  success. 

Colonel  Starke  arrived  yesterday,  and  I  am  gratified  to  learn  that  I 
am  to  have  an  addition  to  my  force,  and  sufficient  supplies  to  secure  the 
health  and  efficiency  of  my  command  for  the  present.  I  am  exhausting 
the  country  immediately  around  me  of  grain  and  other  supplies,  and  the 
operation  of  supplying  myself  almost  exclusively  from  Staunton  is  be- 
coming a  serious  difficulty  with  me  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  trans- 
portation. The  crops  are  backward  in  this  region,  and  I  shall  not  be 
able  to  draw  from  them  earlier  than  the  end  of  August. 

I  stated  in  my  letter  of  the  1st  instant  that  Colonel  Heck's  regi- 
ment had  been  ordered  to  take  up  a  position  on  the  Saint  George  road, 
and  that  he  had  been  relieved  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hansborough's 
battalion  of  five  companies.  This  arrangement  was  countermanded  in 
consequence  of  the  appearance  of  the  enemy  in  force  at  Buckhannon. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hansborough  took  the  positions  on  the  Saint  George 
road  assigned  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Heck. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  S.  GABNETT, 

Bki  Qad  vGTm  General 


Headquarters  op  the  Forges, 

Richmond,  Va.,  July  11, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  S.  Garnett, 

Commanding,  &c,  Laurel  Hill,  Va. : 

General:  I  received  to  day  your  two  letters  of  the  6th  instant,*  and 
have  communicated  their  contents  to  the  President.  Your  opinion  as 
to  the  advantage  of  giving  a  more  northerly  direction  to  General  Wise's 
column  will  be  communicated  to  that  officer, t  and  it  is  hoped  that  he 
will  find  himself  in  a  condition  to  conform  to  it,  and  that  with  your 
united  columns  you  will  be  able  to  fall  upon  the  enemy.  I  do  not  think 
it  probable  that  the  enemy  will  confine  himself  to  that  portion  of  the 
northwest  country  which  he  now  holds,  but,  if  he  can  drive  you  back, 
will  endeavor  to  penetrate  as  far  as  Staunton.  Your  object  will  be  to 
prevent  him,  if  possible,  and  to  restrict  his  limits  within  the  narrowest 
range,  which,  although  outnumbered,  it  is  hoped  by  skill  and  boldness 
you  will  accomplish. 

Your  recommendation  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  G.  Thomas  Getty  a 
lieutenant  in  the  C.  S.  Army  will  be  complied  with,  and  also  the  pro- 
motions of  Capts.  R.  G.  Cole  and  Julius  A.  De  Lagnel.  Should  you  feel 
embarrassed  by  the  present  rank  of  Oapt  G.  Jackson  you  will  please 
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say  so.  Mr.  S.  M.  Yost  will  also  be  appointed  assistant  quartermaster. 
The  officers  whom  you  state  you  have  found  in  that  region  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor,  in  the  hope  that  their  standing  and  political 
influence  would  enable  them  to  organize  regiments  of  volunteers.  The 
appointment  of  Col.  L.  Wilson  has  not  been  confirmed  by  the  convention. 
He  is,  therefore,  not  in  the  service.  Ma j.  P.  B.  Adams  is  the  major  of 
the  Thirty-fifth  Virginia  .Regiment,  whom  you  were  directed,  in  a  pre- 
vious letter,  to  cause  to  report  to  Col.  Alfred  Beckley.  W.  L.  Jackson 
was  appointed  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  same  regiment.  The  regiments 
commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Heck  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jack- 
son, I  presume,  are  the  Twenty-fifth,  of  which  G.  A.  Porterfield  is  col- 
onel, and  the  Thirty-first,  of  which  W.  J.  Willey  is  colonel.  Should  I 
be  correct,  please  number  them  accordingly,  and  inform  me  the  field 
officers  which  you  have  attached  to  them.  Should  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Arnett,  Ma  j.  Boston  Stewart,  Second  Lieut.  J.  Bosworth,  Second  Lieut. 
B.  Haymond,  and  Lieutenant  Norment  have  no  commands  with  the 
troops  of  your  army,  and  be  unable  to  organize  any  volunteer  companies, 
please  let  me  know.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  troops  and  articles  for- 
warded you  have  reached  you  in  safety.  A  Georgia  regiment,  Col.  E. 
Johnson1,  and  a  North  Carolina  regiment*  CoL  S.  Lee,  are  on  their  way 
to  join  you. 

Respectfully,  &c, 

E.  E.  LEE, 
General)  Commanding, 

Headquarters  op  the  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  July  11,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  A.  Wise. 

Commanding,  dr.,  Charleston,  Va.: 

General:  In  a  letter  received  to-day  from  General  Garnett,  com- 
manding Northwestern  Army,  he  reports  having  learned  from  reliable 
sources  that  two  thousand  eight  hundred  men,  who  bad  been  embarked 
on  light  draught  steamers  at  Pittsburgh  to  operate  in  the  Kanawha 
Valley,  have  been  diverted  from  that  purpose  and  landed  at  Parkers- 
burg,  from  which  place  they  have  been  advanced  to  Clarksburg  and 
Buckhannon,  and  with  other  troops  have  taken  up  their  position  in  his 
front.  He  thinks  they  will  not  attempt  an  invasion  of  the  Kanawha 
Valley  if  made  to  apprehend  danger  of  losing  possession  of  the  North- 
western Railroad  and  country,  and  that  one  of  the  most  effective  means 
of  keeping  that  valley  free  is  to  give  General  McClellan  full  occupa- 
tion where  he  now  is.  He  thinks  that  if  your  column  should  move  from 
Charleston  direct  upon  Parkersburg  it  would  merely  have  the  effect  of 
bringing  further  re-enforcements  from  Ohio ;  but  if  it  were  to  march 
from  Summersville,  in  Nicholas  County,  to  Bulltown,  in  Braxton,  both 
of  which  are  loyal  to  our  cause,  it  would  be  within  a  few  days*  march  of 
Weston,  and  would  threaten  both  it  and  Buckhannon.  and  that  the  enemy 
would  thus  be  divided,  and  might  be  struck  at  in  detail.  Communica- 
tion with  General  Garnett  can  be  had  by  way  of  Huttonsville.  He 
estimates  the  enemy's  force  at  six  thousand  men  ;  at  Grafton,  a  few 
hundred;  at  Clarksburg,  about  three  thousand;  at  Weston,  two  thou- 
sand; and  at  Cheat  Biver  Bridge,  from  two  to  three  thousand;  making 
a  total  of  about  seventeen  thousand  men.  General  McClellan  was  said 
to  be  in  command  at  Grafton  and  General  Morris  at  Philippi. 
I  have  thought  proper  to  give  you  the  above  information  that  you 
be  informed  of  the  enemy's  supposed  purposes  on  your  right ; 
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should  you  not  find  employment  for  your  command  in  the  Kanawha 
Valley,  and  think  it  advisable,  yon  might  concert  measures  with  Gen- 
eral Garnett  for  a  united  attack  on  the  forces  of  General  McClellan. 
Respectfully,  &c.,  R.  B.  LEE, 


No.  17. 

Reports  from  and  instructions  to  Maj.  M.  O.  Harman,  C.  8.  Army, 

manding  at  Staunton,  Va. 

Staunton,  Va.,  July  14, 1861. 

General  R.  E.  Lee  : 

Below  is  a  note,  sent  in  by  Private  Strain,  from  Colonel  Scott.  I  can 
form  no  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  loss  we  have  sustained,  but  will  com- 
municate with  you  as  I  receive  information.  Have  telegraph  offices 
kept  open  night  and  day: 

HUTTOM8VIU.K,  Va.,  July  12,  1861. 
Dear  Sib:  Camp  Garnett  lias  been  taken,  and  General  Garnett  will  retire  through 
Hardy.   I  am  directed  to  unite  with  your  regiment  and  Colonel  Johnson's,  and  fortify 
Cheat  Mountain.   Therefore  hasten  your  march  by  forced  marches. 

W.  C.  8COTT, 


I  will  do  all  in  my  power  to  raise  one  thousand  men  in  this  county, 
to  march  to  General  Garnett's  aid  before  the  governor  returns,  and  will 
do  all  that  can  be  done  to  procure  transportation  to  send  off  the  Arkan- 
sas regiments  without  delay. 

M.  G.  HARM  AN, 


Staunton.  Va.,  July  14, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee  : 

Dear  Sib  :  I  have  received  the  inclosed  from  W.  0.  Scott,  of  the 
Forty  fourth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers.*  I  telegraphed  you  the 
same,  but  send  it,  for  fear  it  has  not  reached  you.  Have  the  offices 
kept  open  night  and  day.  I  have  had  all  the  colonels  of  the  militia  of 
the  county  summoned  to  be  here  at  7  o'clock  this  morning,  and  will,  ac- 
cording to  your  orders,  have  the  whole  militia  of  the  county  called  out 
to  day.  Every  exertion  shall  be  made  to  have  all  pushed  up  with  prompt- 
ness and  dispatch.  I  will  advise  you  by  telegraph  as  further  information 
reaches  me.  I  cannot  yet  tell  the  extent  of  the  disaster,  but  fear,  from 
Colonel  Scott's  retrograde  movement,  that  it  is  serious,  and  also  much 
fear  that  General  Garnett  will  at  least  lose  all  his  wagons  and  baggage 
going  through  Hardy. 

Mr.  Hughes,  a  member  of  the  Convention,  from  the  county  of  Ran- 
dolph, I  think,  was  sent  by  Colonel  Scott  to  Colonel  Pegram,  and  was 
killed  by  our  own  men.  Captain  De  Lagnel  was  dangerously  wounded, 
and  reported  left  on  the  field.  Give  my  orders  by  telegraph  as  any- 
thing occurs.  Please  see  the  Quartermaster-General.  I  wrote  to  him 
by  to  day's  mail,  and  you  will  see,  from  his  letter,  that  I  need  instruc- 
tions to  purchase  horses  for  the  transportation  required.  I  have  asked 
to  be  furnished  with  $20,000.  My  letter  will  give  you  particulars. 
The  cars  are  waiting. 

Hastily  and  respectfully,  M.  G.  HARM  AN, 

M.ajOTy  Gomtnandtny. 

•  gee  next  preceding  dispatch. 
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Headquarters  op  the  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  July  14,  1861. 

Maj.  M.  G.  HARMAN,  Staunton,  Vcu: 
Send  by  express  the  following: 

General  H.  R.  Jackson  : 

Take  command  of  Scott's,  Johnson's,  and  Lee's  regiment*,  and  such  other  forces  as 
inajr  be  at  han<L    Oopoee  the  advance^  of  the  enemy  .^andmove  tfthe jelief of  Gen- 

""^  B.  E.  LEE, 

General  Commandina 


Staunton,  Va.,  July  15, 1861. 

President  Davis  : 

Oar  force  has  retreated  to  Monterey.  We  have  no  certain  knowledge 
that  the  enemy  have  taken  possession  of  Cheat  Mountain  in  force.  We 
hope  that  by  prompt  action  it  can  be  taken  and  held  by  our  troops 
with  suitable  re-enforcements.  Certainly  they  can  hold  other  mountains 
west  of  Monterey.  The  enemy  is  in  possession  of  Cheat  Mountain,  and 
still  more  at  Monterey  will  find  free  passage  to  the  Central  Railroad,  and 
to  the  valley  in  rear  of  General  Johnston,  unless  vigorously  opposed. 
There  is  a  turnpike  road  from  Huttonsville  to  Huntersville,  and  thence 
to  the  Warm  Springs,  and  thence  to  the  Central  Railroad  at  Millborongh, 
as  well  as  to  Jack  Ron's  River  and  Lewisburg,  from  Monterey  to  the  Warm 
Springs,  and  to  Hardy  County.  There  are  turnpike  roads  to  prevent 
the  enemy  coming  from  the  direction  of  Warm  Springs,  or  northeast- 
wardly into  the  valley.  We  should  hold  Cheat  Mountain,  or  be  as  near 
it  as  possible,  so  as  to  threaten  his  rear  and  flank  in  any  movement  he 
makes,  besides  checking  his  advance  in  this  direction,  and  keeping  com- 
mand of  several  roads  for  the  advance  of  our  troops.  A  force  may  be 
sent  also  to  Jackson's  River,  by  the  Central  Railroad,  or  by  canal  and 
turnpike  from  Lynchburg.  A  piece  or  two  of  artillery,  with  powder, 
lead,  and  buckshot,  for  the  militia,  should  be  sent  with  this  force.  They 
cannot  be  bought  in  this  county.  Without  prompt  action  a  local  reverse 
may  become  a  general  disaster.   Excuse  these  suggestions. 

M.  G.  HARMAN, 

Major ,  Commanding. 


Staunton,  Va'.,  July  15, 1861. 

Major-General  Lee: 

Lieutenant  Smith,  of  Lee's  Rifles,  just  arrived,  reports  that  the  fight 
commenced  about  4  p.  m.,  and  lasted  about  one  hour  and  a  halt  The 
enemy  outnumbered  us  ten  to  one.  We  repulsed  them  three  times.  We 
lost  forty  killed  and  prisoners.  Among  the  killed,  Captain  De  Lagnel. 
We  killed  quite  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  enemy.  Captain  Curry, 
who  was  wounded,  came  down  the  hill  to  the  fort,  and  was  the  only  one 
who  did.  The  men  in  the  engagement  were  not  re-enforced  from  Heck's 
command,  because  he  was  fearing  an  attack  from  the  front,  the  enemy 
being  in  view.  Heck  brought  his  regiment  out  of  the  fortifications  to 
retreat,  about  11  o'clock  at  night,  by  order  of  Pegram,  who  had  returned 
from  the  battle-field,  hurt  from  a  fall  from  his  horse.  Heck  formed  in 
the  road,  Li  1  ley's  company  in  front,  and  started  through  the  mountains 
in  the  dark,  and  soon  got  separated,  about  three  hundred  having  arrived 
at  Monterey.   Nearly  the  whole  or  Pegram's  regiment  are  safe.  It  is 
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supposed  that  the  missing  will  yet  reach  the  camp.  Heck  left  his  four 
cannon,  and  about  twenty  teams  and  ordnance.  Gurry  and  Pegram 
were  not  in  condition  to  leave  the  fort,  and  insisted  on  being  left,  and 
are  supposed  to  be  prisoners. 

M.  G.  HARM  AN, 

Major,  Commandina. 


Headquarters  Forces, 
Staunton,  Va.>  July  15, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee: 

Dear  Sir  :  After  your  dispatch  of  to-day,  I  have  informed  all  that 
no  company  would  be  received  as  a  volunteer  company  for  less  than 
three  years  or  the  war,  except  those  companies  that  were  in  process  of 
organization  before  the  proclamation. 

I  would  earnestly  suggest  for  your  consideration  and  prompt  action 
the  great  importance  of  fortifying  Cheat  Mountain,  and  sending  forces 
on  the  right  and  left,  so  as  to  guard  the  road  from  Huttonsviile  to  Hun- 
tersville,  and  prevent  the  enemy  from  approaching  the  Central  Rail- 
road, at  either  Millborough  or  Jackson's  River,  and  from  near  Beverly, 
through  Hardy  and  Pendleton,  and  thence  to  Rockingham,  in  rear  of 
General  Johnston.  I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  is 
a  very  good  road  down  on  the  eastern  base  of  Cheat  Mountain  to 
Hunters  ville. 

Our  retreat,  in  my  opinion,  to  Monterey,  is  disastrous  to  us.  If  not 
changed,  by  marching  at  once  upon  Cheat  Mountain  and  taking  posses- 
sion of  it  and  fortifying  it,  so  that  we  can  hold  them  in  check  in  front, 
and  flank  them  on  the  right  and  left,  the  retreat  to  Monterey  will  have 
a  very  demoralizing  effect  upon  our  people.  And  I  would  urge  upon 
you  the  great  importance  of  keeping  the  enemy  from  ever  touching  this 
country,  for  Union  men,  in  great  numbers,  would  be  found  here  in  this 
county,  and  other  counties  in  the  valley,  if  the  Federal  troops  were 
here  in  force  to  protect  them.  It  is  necessary,  to  keep  all  our  people 
loyal,  to  keep  the  enemy  from  having  an  opportunity  to  tamper  with 
many  of  them.  Of  course,  I  would  not  express  this  opinion  where  it 
would  be  spoken  of,  as  it  would  have  a  bad  effect ;  but  I  assure  you  it 
is  nevertheless  true. 

I  hope  you  will  not  consider  me  as  desiring  to  press  my  opinions,  but 
my  knowledge  of  the  country  induces  me  to  make  these  suggestions. 
I  feel  confident  that  if  Colonel  Scott  had  gone  to  the  aid  of  Colonel 
Pegram  we  would  have  gained  a  victory  instead  of  meeting  with  a 
serious  defeat.  The  enemy  displayed  no  courage  after  defeating  us  on 
the  top  of  Rich  Mountain,  or  the  whole  force  at  Camp  Garnet  t  would 
have  been  cut  to  pieces.  If  President  Davis  would  take  twelve- months' 
volunteers,  the  call  for  the  militia  could  be  turned  to  a  good  account. 
Very  respectfully,  M.  G.  HARM  AN, 

JMojoTy  Cotninandtnfft 

Staunton,  Va.,  July  16, 1861. 

President  Davis  and  Col.  George  Deas: 

Below  is  a  dispatch  from  General  Jackson.  Send  on  re-enforcements. 
I  will  prepare  transportation  : 

Camp  at  Monterey,  Va.,  July  15,  1861. 

Col.  George  Deas,  A$*utant  Adjutant-General  j 

Reliable  information  received  that  General  Garnett,  on  his  retreat  from  Lanrel  Hill, 
through  the  ooantiee  of  Tucker  and  Hardy,  toward*  this  point,  was  pursued  and 
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attacked  in  the  rear  several  time*  by  the  enemy  and  defeated;  that  on  Saturday  he 

himt-clf  was  killed,  and  it  would  seem  that  his  command  had  been  routed  aud  dis- 
persed. It  is  reported  that  Colonel  Heck  hu  r  rendered.  The  enemy  may  advance 
upon  this  lino  towards  8tannton,  or  upon  the  line  by  Huntersville  aud  the  Warm 
Spr  ingH,  to  t  he  Central  Railroad.  Speedy  re-enforcements,  e  specially  of  engineers  and 
artillery,  are  needed,  to  enable  us  to  hold  our  potation  should  he  advance.  The 
effective  force  under  my  command  amounts  to  from  twenty-five  hundred  to  three 
thousand  men,  with  three  pieces  of  artillery — G-poundere.  More  circumstantial  ac- 
counts will  bo  transmitted  at  tho  earliest  moment. 

HENRY  R.  JACKSON,  Brigadier-General. 

Will  inform  yon  as  farther  details  reach  me.  Allow  me  to  establish 
a  pony  express  from  this  place  to  Monterey  and  Winchester. 

M.  G.  HARMAN, 

Major,  Commanding. 

[Answer.] 

July  1G,  1861. 

Establish  both  pouy  expresses  without  delay.  I  will  do  all  in  my 
power  to  comply  with  General  Jackson's  request.  Send  all  reliable  in- 
formation to  me. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

Headquarters  Forces, 

Staunton,  Va.,  July  10,  1801. 

Col.  George  Deas,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Dear  Sir  :  Inclosed  is  a  communication  sent  you  by  telegraph,  after 
waiting  hours  for  the  office  to  open.*  It  is  most  important  that  tho 
telegraph  offices  should  be  open  night  and  day,  and  that  we  should  have 
a  through  connection  between  Richmond  and  Staunton,  instead  of 
having  a  relay  at  Gordonsville,  and  thereby  creating  great  delay.  The 
instrument  at  this  office  is  nearly  worn-out,  as  I  months  ago  informed 
the  sui>eriutendent  of  the  telegraph  line  at  Richmond  in  person.  See 
that  these  matters  are  corrected. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

M.  G.  HARMAN, 

Major,  Commanding. 

P.  S.— I  have  asked  the  President  to  allow  me  to  establish  a  i>ony 
express  from  this  place  to  Monterey  and  Winchester.  By  all  means, 
ammunition  of  all  sorts  should  be  sent  to  this  point  immediately.  1 
have  been  notified  to  report  at  Richmond,  for  settlement  of  my  accounts 
as  quartermaster,  on  the  15th  of  this  month.  My  accounts  are  all  ready, 
but  the  present  unfortunate  state  of  affairs  will  prevent  my  attendance. 
Is  anything  necessary  for  me  to  do  in  regard  to  itt  Please  advise  me. 


No.  18. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Cen.  H.  R.  Jackson,  C.  IS.  Army,  of  events  from  July  11 

to  10,  with  correspondence. 

Brigade  Headquarters, 
Camp  at  Monterey,  Ya,,  July  10, 1801. 

Sir:  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  during  the  earlier  days  of  last  week 
the  enemy  engaged  the  attention  of  General  Garnett  at  Laurel  Hill  by 

*Iuclosure  given  in  next  preceding  dispatch. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQle 


248  OPERATIONS  IN  MD.,  PA.,  VA.,  AND  W.  VA.       IChap.  IX 

repeated  feints  and  skirmishes,  on  the  afternoon  of  Thursday  the  11th,  £ 
turning  the  left  flank  of  our  position  at  Camp  Garnett — in  large  force.  * 
He  succeeded,  after  a  protracted  and,  on  our  side,  a  desperate  struggle.  i 
in  seizing  the  summit  of  the  mountain,  which  had  been  held  by  a  small 
body  of  our  troops.   Camp  Garnett  was  thcreupou  abandoned.   A  por- 
tion of  the  force,  which  had  occupied  it,  attempting,  by  a  flank  move-  t 
ment,  to  join  General  Garnett,  were  intercepted,  aud,  it  is  said,  taken 
prisouers.    Other  parties,  from  the  same  commaud,  succeeded  in  making 
their  escape  by  mountain  paths,  and  are  daily  coming  into  this  camp.  t 
General  Garnett,  abandoning  his  position  at  Laurel  Hill,  retreated  upon  •, 
the  read,  towards  Beverly,  with  the  design  of  joining  Colonel  Scott. 
Finding  this  impracticable,  he  renewed  his  retreat,  following  the  read 
to  Saint  George,  and  intending  to  fall  back  through  Petersburg  and 
Franklin  upon  this  point.   The  enemy,  in  suj>erior  force,  with  cavalry  | 


aud  flying  artillery,  pursued  him,  and  on  Saturday,  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  left  branch  of  Cheat  ltiver,  attacked  his  rear,  defended  by  the  First 
Georgia  Regiment.  It  is  said  that  the  enemy  was  at  first  repulsed,  and 
repulsed  three  times,  with  great  loss;  but,  while  a  portion  of  his  infantry 
was  scattered  in  the  wood,  his  artillery  was  Anally  brought  to  bear 
successfully  upon  our  column.  It  was  during  one  of  these  engagements 
that  General  Garnett,  proceeding  in  person  to  the  rear,  himself  fell. 
Yesterday,  when  I  sent  you  a  telegram,  I  was  quite  satisfied,  from  the 
reiKirts  of  fugitives,  and  from  the  absence  of  all  communication  with 
his  command,  r bat  it  must  have  been  disorganized.  1  have  since  l>een 
led  to  hope  (through  no  official  channel,  however)  that  a  considerable 
body  of  them,  disencumbered  by  abandonment  of  their  wagon  train, 
succeeded  in  continuing  an  organized  retreat,  and  were  yesterday  npou 
the  eastern  declivity  of  the  Alleghany  Mountain,  some  fifteen  miles 
from  Petersburg.  If  this  be  true,  I  look  for  their  arrival  at  this  poiut 
on  Friday  next. 

Colonel  Johnson,  pursuing  the  turnpike  road  towards  Iluttonsville. 
had  made  a  forced  march  on  Saturday,  to  form  a  connection  with  Colonel 
Scott's  regiment,  expecting  to  occupy  Cheat  Mountain.  At  Greenbrier 
River,  however,  some  fifteen  miles  this  side  of  the  mountain  stronghold, 
he  met  Colonel  Scott  in  full  retreat,  was  apprised  of  the  retreat  of  Gen- 
eral Garnett,  and  of  the  presence  of  the  enemy,  in  large  numbers,  in 
the  immediate  vicinity.  The  troops  having  been  wearied  by  long 
inarches,  &c,  he  felt  too  weak  to  continue  his  forward  movement,  and 
determined  to  fall  back  upon  this  point. 

On  Sunday  morning  I  met  him,  and,  after  frank  consultation,  con- 
cerning some  scruples,  assumed  command.  My  own  judgment  approv- 
ing of  what  he  had  previously  done,  the  backward  march  was  continued 
to  this  place,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  ourselves  of  heavy  wagon 
trains,  of  forming  a  connection  with  the  North  Carolina  Regiment,  of 
resting  and  rallying  the  troops,  and  of  holding  them  in  readiness,  either 
to  resist  the  advance  of  the  enemy  on  the  Iluttonsville  road,  or  to 
move  to  the  relief  of  General  Garnett  in  the  direction  of  Franklin 
and  Petersburg.  Hearing  nothing  from  that  direction,  however,  I  was 
contemplating  a  renewed  movement  towards  the  Cheat  Mountain,  when  I 
received  intelligence  yesterday  of  General  Garnet  t's  death  and  the  uncer- 
tain condition  of  his  retreatiug  column.  This  movement  was  contem- 
plated,, however,  rather  with  a  view  to  the  moral  effect  to  be  produced 
by  it,  not  simply  at  a  distance,  but  upon  the  people  of  the  intervening 
districts,  who  are  really  in  a  most  pitiable  state  of  panic,  than  with  a 
hope  of  effectively  preventing  the  enemy's  progress  towards  the  east, 
should  he  propose  to  make  it  at  once.  You  are,  doubtless,  already  aware 
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that  from  Huttoosv  ille,  where  be  now  is,  there  is  a  good  road  passing 
through  Huntersville,  and,  by  the  Warm  Springs,  to  the  Central  Rail- 
road, above  Staunton. 

1  inclose  herewith  a  rough  sketch  of  the  surrounding  country,  with 
its  passes,  roads,  and  distances,  to  which  yon  may  possibly  have  an  oc- 
casion to  refer. 

I  am  impressed  with  the  opinion  that  if  the  enemy  advance  farther  it 
will  be  by  the  Huntersville  and  Warm  Springs  road.  I  have  scouts, 
deemed  to  be  reliable,  put  out  upon  that  road  to  watch  and  report  his 
movements ;  others  upon  the  HuttonsvUle  road  and  through  the  country 
towards  Franklin  and  Petersburg  for  the  same  purpose,  and  to  direct 
our  scattered  troops  into  this  camp. 

It  is  needless  to  add  that  wo  are  encountering  many  difficulties  tad 
annoyances  from  the  want  of  tents,  blankets,  clothing,  &c,  for  the  men 
who  are  coming  in  almost  hourly,  and  even  from  their  disorganised  and 
depressed  conditiou.  However.  I  think  I  can  report  the  command  as 
being,  on  the  whole,  in  fair  condition,  constantly  increasing  in  numbers, 
and  improving  in  every  respect ;  the  officers  generally,  and  especially 
Colonel  Johnson,  energetic,  and  rendering  cheerful  and  effective  service. 
The  returns  indicate  the  presence  of  from  three  thousand  to  thirty-five 
hundred  effective  troops,  among  them  two  companies  of  cavalry.  1  have 
three  pieces  of  artillery  (6-pounders),  with  horses  and  ammunition,  and 
I  am  organizing  a  company  of  officers  and  men,  who  are  experienced,  to 
a  greater  or  less  degree  in  the  use  of  that  arm,  and  will  take  them  in 
charge.  I  would  beg  once  again  to  urge  the  importance  of  oar  being 
speedily  re-enforced,  especially  in  artillery  and  engineers. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K,  JACKSON, 
Briaadier- General.  Provisional  Army  C.  &.  Commanding. 

Col.  George  Deas, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Richmond,  Va, 


Brigade  Headquarters, 
Camp  at  Monterey,  Va.,  July  16  [18 1],  1801. 

Sir  :  Inclosed  herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  cor- 
respondence with  Major-General  McClellan,  of  the  U.  8.  Army,  which 
will  explain  themselves.  Further  information  received  has  confirmed 
into  assurance  the  hope  expressed  in  my  last  letter  that  the  retreat 
ing  column  of  General  Garnett  had  not  been  so  wholly  [dispersed] 
after  his  death  as  was  first  supposed.  I  have  good  reason  to  Velieve 
that  by  Friday  next  some  twenty-five  hundred  or  three  thousand  men 
connected  with  it  will  join  me  here. 

I  also  learn  that  a  company  of  artillery  with  four  pieces,  and  capable 
of  effective  service,  has  escaped  the  disasters  of  the  last  week  almost 
intact.  With  an  Arkansas  regiment,  understood  to  be  approaching  from 
Staunton,  this  accession  will  raise  my  command  to  some  seven  thousand 
men.  I  have  sent  a  courier  to  meet  Colonel  Ramsey,  with  a  direction 
that  the  artillery  and  cavalry  be  advanced  with  all  possible  dispatch. 
So  soon  as  I  can  control  their  services,  I  hope  to  occupy  the  stronghold 
of  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  which  commands  this  road,  the  indications 
of  yesterday  having  suggested  that  the  enemy  may  conclude  to  advance 
by  that  route. 

The  work  of  reorganization  is  going  on  in  this  camp  quite  perceptibly, 
I  think,  but  I  have  been  somewhat  alarmed  by  a  notification  from  Major 
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Harm  an,  quartermaster  at  Staunton,  that  within  the  next  Ave  days  five 
thousand  troops,  whom  I  suppose  to  be  the  militia  of  the  adjoining 
county,  will  be  upon  the  march  to  join  me  here.  It  is  questionable 
whether  so  large  a  body  of  wholly  undisciplined  men,  however  zealous 
and  patriotic  they  may  be,  will  be  able  to  compensate,  by  service  in 
the  field,  for  the  disorganization  they  must  occasion  in  the  camp,  and 
for  the  labor  of  arming,  transporting,  and  supplying  them.  Supposing 
that  the  death  of  General  Garnett,  and  the  relief  of  his  command  from 
immediate  danger  in  removing  the  necessity  for  their  services,  may  pre- 
vent their  assemblage  and  forward  movement,  and  exceedingly  loth 
to  interfere  with  any  direction  from  the  State  authorities,  I  shall  leave 
all  communication  with  Major  Harman  upon  this  subject  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. 

Permit  me  again  to  reiterate  that  what  we  need  upon  this  line  is  good 
engineers,  artillery  of  a  heavier  caliber  than  we  now  have  to  meet  such 
moving  with  the  enemy,  and  mountain  howitzers,  which  the  character 
of  this  country  would  render  eminently  effective. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  R.  JACKSON, 

Brigadier  General,  Ac. 
Col.  George  Deas,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

P.  S.— Since  writing  the  above  I  have  received  a  note  from  Colonel 
Ramsey,  a  copy  of  which,  together  with  a  copy  of  my  response  thereto, 
I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  inclose  to  you.  You  will  perceive  that  he 
contemplated  moving  his  command  in  the  direction  of  Staunton.  While 
I  had  previously  dispatched  a  courier  with  such  instructions  as  would 
prevent  such  a  result,  and  who  had  not  reached  Colonel  Ramsey  at  the 
date  of  his  note,  and  while  I  have  no  doubt  that  his  column  will  now 
be  moved  to  this  point,  nevertheless  I  have  not  felt  authorized  to  with- 
hold this  information  from  the  commanding  general. 

[Indoran  No.  1.] 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Ohio, 

Camp  near  HuttonsvUle,  Va.,  July  15,  1861. 

To  the  Comdo.  Officer  of  Forces  near  Staunton,  Va.  : 

Sir  :  I  have  to-day  received  orders  from  the  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  U.  S.  Army  respecting  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  the  prison- 
ers of  war  now  in  my  hands.  These  orders  are  substantially  that  the 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  shall  be  permitted  to  return 
to  their  homes,  provided  they  willingly  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation 
binding  them  not  to  bear  arms  or  serve  in  any  military  capacity  against 
the  United  States  until  released  from  this  obligation  according  to  the 
ordinary  usages  of  war ;  the  officers  to  be  permitted  to  return  to  their 
homes  upon  giving  a  similar  parole  of  honor.  From  this  privilege  are 
excepted,  however,  such  officers  as  may  have  recently  left  the  United 
States  service  with  the  intention  of  taking  arms  against  the  United 
States.  Such  officers  will  for  the  present  be  sent  to  Fort  McHenry, 
where  they  will,  without  doubt,  be  kindly  treated. 

There  are  at  Beverly  some  thirty-three  officers,  five  surgeons,  and 
about  six  hundred  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates.  There  are 
others  at  Laurel  Hill,  &c,  the  numbers  of  whom  I  do  not  yet  accurately 
know.  With  the  wounded  the  number  will  probably  amount  to  at  least 
eight  hundred  men,  besides  officers. 

It  is  my  desire  to  arrange  with  you  for  the  return  to  their  homes  of 
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each  of  these  as  may  accept  the  terms  offered  them.  I  would  be  glad 
to  know  what  transportation,  &c,  yon  can  provide  for  them,  and  at 
what  point  I  may  expect  it.  If  no  other  arrangement  will  be  convenient 
to  you,  1  will  provide  wagons  and  tents,  as  well  as  cooking  utensils,  for 
the  party,  with  the  understanding  that  the  proper  authorities  shall  un- 
dertake to  return  them  to  me.  The  wagons  and  tents  will  probably  be 
of  those  captured  at  Gamp  Garnett.  Please  inform  me  how  many  days' 
rations  it  will  be  necessary  to  furnish  to  the  party.  I  will  be  glad  also 
to  arrange  for  the  return  of  the  wounded  as  soon  as  their  condition  will 
permit  it.  In  the  mean  time  their  friends  may  rest  assured  that  every 
attention  will  be  paid  to  them. 

You  will,  ere  this,  no  doubt,  be  informed  of  the  unhappy  fate  of  Gen- 
eral Garnett,  who  fell  while  acting  the  part  of  a  gallant  soldier.  His 
remains  are  now  at  Grafton,  preserved  in  ice,  where  they  will  await 
the  instructions  of  his  relatives,  should  they  desire  to  remove  them  to 
his  home. 

While  I  am  determined  to  play  my  part  in  this  unhappy  contest  to 
the  utmost  of  my  energy  and  ability,  permit  me  to  assure  you  of  my  de- 
sire to  do  all  in  my  power  to  alleviate  its  miseries,  and  to  confine  its  effects 
to  those  who  constitute  the  organized  armies  and  meet  in  battle.  It  is 
my  intention  to  cause  the  persons  and  property  of  private  citizens  to  be 
respected,  and  to  render  the  condition  of  prisoners  and  wounded  as  little 
oppressive  and  miserable  as  possible.  I  trust  that  I  shall  be  met  in  the 
same  spirit,  and  that  this  contest  shall  remain  free  from  the  usual  horrible 
features  of  civil  war. 

I  send  this  by  Lieut  B.  G.  Lipford,  of  the  Forty-fourth  Regiment 
Virginia  Volunteers,  who  chances  to  be  the  captured  officer  most  con- 
venient. I  have  not  yet  taken  his  final  parole,  but  have  given  him  a 
special  one  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  this  letter  and  bringing  back 
an  immediate  reply.  Upon  his  return  he  will  be  accorded  the  same 
parole  as  the  others.  For  obvious  reasons  I  request  that  your  reply  be 
transmitted  by  Lieutenant  Lipford. 

I  will  proceed,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  to  the  release  of  the 
prisoners,  and,  if  ready  to  forward  before  your  reply  reaches  me,  will 
take  it  for  granted  that  you  accede  to  my  proposals  in  regard  to  the 
return  of  the  property  sent  with  them. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major- General,  U.  8.  Army,  Comdg.  Department  of  t)ie  Ohio. 

llncloBare  No.  *.] 

Hdqrs.  Confederate  Army  Northwestern  Virginia, 

July  17, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McGlellan, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Forces : 

8ir  :  It  affords  me  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  the  15th  instant,  and  to  respond,  as  I  do  most  cordially, 
to  the  expressions  of  humane  feeling  by  which  it  is  characterized.  I 
shall  this  morning  dispatch  ten  wagons  for  the  transportation  of  such 
of  the  prisoners  referred  to  as  may  accept  their  release  upon  the  terms 
reqnired  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  U.  8.  Army.  The  officer  in 
charge  of  them  will  be  instructed  to  proceed  to  the  western  base  of  the 
Cheat  Mountain  range,  and  to  await  the  released  prisoners  there.  Should 
he  chance  to  require  the  use  of  any  of  the  camp  equipage  which  may 
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accompany  the  wagons  transporting  them  to  that  point,  it  will  be  returned 
to  your  order  as  scrupulously  as  the  tender  of  it  was  courteously  made. 
The  friends  of  the  sick  and  wounded  who-  may  be  too  feeble  to  come 
with  these  trains  will  rest  altogether  tranquil  in  the  assurances  which 
you  have  given  respecting  the  treatment  of  the  latter.  Permit  me  to  add 
that  your  well  known  character  as  a  man  had  rendered  even  those  assur- 
ances a  matter  of  supererogation. 

Lieutenant  Bruce  and  Dr.  Garnett  (the  latter  a  relative  and  aide-de- 
camp of  the  late  and  much  lamented  General  Gamett)  will  bear  to  you 
this  communication,  and  will  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the 
removal  of  the  remains  of  that  gallant  officer  to  his  home.  That  his 
relatives  and  many  friends  will  most  sensibly  appreciate  your  kind  acts 
and  words  respecting  him  cannot  be  a  subject  of  surmise. 

I  regret  to  say  that  there  arc  peculiar  reasons  which  have  constrained 
me  to  place  R.  L  Lipford,  the  bearer  of  your  letter,  under  arrest.  By 
representing  himself  to  be  a  lieutenant,  when  he  was  simply  a  private 
in  the  Forty-fourth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers,  he  was  guilty  of  a 
gross  imposition,  exhibited  his  utter  unworthiness  of  any  confidence 
whatsoever,  and  I  could  not  place  this  letter  in  his  charge  with  any  sense 
of  security  that  it  would  reach  you.  In  detaining  him  from  you  for  the 
present,  I  need  hardly  assure  you  that  he  will  not  be  allowed  to  violate 
the  parole  he  has  undertaken  to  give.  He  will  be  held  in  strict  custody. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  R.  JACKSON, 
Brigadier- General,  C.  &.  Army,  Commanding. 

(Inolosor*  No.  3.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 
HutUmsviUe,  Randolph  County,  Virginia,  July  15, 1861. 

To  the  Officer  Commanding  the  Forces 

Commanded  by  the  late  Robert  S.  Garnett,  Esq., 

styling  himself  Brigadier- General,  Confederate  States  Army: 

Sir  :  As  the  commander  of  this  department,  I  have  protected  the 
persons  of  all  citizens  of  Western  Virginia,  except  those  engaged  in  active 
hostilities  against  the  United  States,  and,  when  under  a  misapprehension 
of  patriotic  duty,  arrests  have  been  made  because  of  political  opinions 
or  sympathies,  I  have  promptly  ordered  releases.  I  have  protected  all 
private  property,  by  whomsoever  owned.  My  proclamations  and  general 
orders  on  this  subject  have  doubtless  been  brought  to  your  knowledge. 
I  ain  informed  that  arrests  have  been  made  in  Western  Virginia  of  citi- 
zens loyal  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  but  not  in  arms  for 
the  support  of  it,  and  that  such  prisoners,  or  some  of  them,  are  within 
your  control.  I  suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  releasing  all  such  per- 
sons, their  detention  being  not  only  individual  hardships,  out  calculated 
to  increase  the  troubles  of  this  section  of  the  country,  without  contrib- 
uting to  any  military  result.  Among  the  prisoners  now  within  your 
control,  and  belonging  to  the  class  above  mentioned,  my  attention  has 
been  called  specially  to  the  following  names :  W.  M.  Smith ,  John  Brooks, 
Quilby  Osborn,  J.  L.  JForton,  Quillers  Herron,  ami  I  beg  leave  to  call 
vour  attention  to  those  and  all  similar  cases. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedieut  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major  General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Department. 
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(InoWoNo.4.1 

Hdqbs.  Confederate  Army  in  Northwestern  Virginia. 

July  16, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  MoClellan,  Conidg.  U.  8.  Forces: 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  with  its  anomalous  address,  has 
been  received.  In  response,  I  have  simply  to  say  that  I  am  as  yet 
wholly  unapprised  that  a  different  policy  in  regard  to  the  arrests  of 
suspected  persons,  or  the  protection  of  private  property  from  the  line 
you  have  so  naturally  proposed  for  yourself,  has  been  pursued  by  the 
chief  of  the  division  of  the  Confederate  Army.  Hence  your  suggestion 
as  to  the  propriety  of  abandoning  any  other  would  seem  to  be  uncalled- 
for.  Begging  to  remind  you  that  any  information  you  may  receive  as 
to  the  absence  of  sufficient  grounds  for  the  arrest  and  detention  of  the 
persons  you  name  (or  any  others)  may,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  be  quite  as 
unreliable  as  the  evidence  upon  which  suoh  persons  are  held,  I  will  con- 
clude by  sayine  to  you  that  justice  will  be  duly  regarded  by  me  in  the 
treatment  of  all  persons  whatsoever. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  JACKSON, 
Brigadier- General,  C.  8.  Army. 


(InclowwNo.5.] 

Petersburg,  Va.,  July  16, 1861. 

Colonel  Johnson: 

My  command  is  here,  marching  to  Harrisonburg.  We  have  suffered 
awfully.  Not  many  men  were  killed  by  the  enemy,  but  there  are  hun- 
dreds missing.  We  were  near  starvation.  The  cavalry  scouts  still  hang 
on  our  rear,  but  I  do  not  think  they  are  pursuing  in  force.  What  is  left 
of  this  army  will  not  be  fit  for  service  in  a  month. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  N.  BAMSEY, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

P.  8. — Let  me  know  if  you  are  threatened  by  the  enemy. 


Brigade  Headquarters, 
Camp  near  Monterey,  Va.,  July  17,  1861. 

J.  N.  Ramsey,  Colonel,  Commanding,  do. : 

Sir  :  Your  note  of  yesterday  is  at  hand.  I  am  surprised  and  pained 
to  learn  by  it  that  you  may  not  be  on  the  road  to  this  point.  If  so,  you 
will  at  once  change  your  line  of  march,  and,  with  all  practicable  dis- 
patch, join  me  here.  You  will  send  forward,  with  directions  to  move  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  the  artillery  and  cavalry  attached  to  your  command; 
also  the  engineer  officers,  and  Lieutenants  Washington  and  Humphries, 
of  the  C.  S.  Army. 
Respectfully, 

H.  R.  JACKSON, 
Brigadier' General,  Commanding,  dbc. 
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NO.  19. 

Instructions  from  General  Lee  to  General  Jackson. 

Headquarters  of  the  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  July  16, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  R.  Jackson,  Monterey,  Va.  : 

General  :  In  the  dispatch  of  the  14th  instant  you  were  directed  to 
take  command  of  the  available  troops  of  the  Northwestern  Army,  and 
oppose  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  I  infer,  from  your  dispatch  from 
Monterey  of  this  date,  that  our  troops  have  retreated  to  that  point.  It 
is  important  that  the  passes  of  the  Cheat  Mountain,  or  at  least  those 
of  the  Alleghany,  should,  if  practicable,  be  defended^  to  prevent  the 
advance  of  the  enemy  by  the  road  through  Huntersville  to  Jackson's 
Eiver  and  Millborough,  where  he  would  obtaiu  command  of  the  Virginia 
Central  Railroad.  lie-enforcements  for  the  Northwest  are  collecting  at 
Staunton,  and  I  shall  leave  here  on  the  18th  instant  to  join  them. 
Respectfully, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding, 


No.  20. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col  J.  M.  Heck,  Twenty-fifth  Virginia  Infantry,  of  opera- 
tions from  May  24  to  July  13,  including  skirmishes  July  7  to  9,  and 
engagement  at  Rich  Mountain. 

 1  ,  1861. 

On  May  24  I  reported  for  duty  to  Col.  George  A.  Portorfield,  who 
was  then,  with  about  100  men,  holding  the  town  of  Fetterman,  three 
miles  west  of  Grafton,  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad. 

On  the  25th  Colonel  Porterneld  received  a  re-enforcement  of  six  or 
seven  raw  recruits,  infantry  and  cavalry,  under  Col.  R.  Turk. 

On  May  26  Colonel  Porterneld,  with  liis  small  force  of  half -armed  and 
undisciplined  troops,  took  possession  of  Grafton. 

At  12  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  26th  I  was  ordered  by  Colonel  Por- 
terneld to  proceed  to  Richmond  without  delay,  and  report  the  condition 
of  his  little  army,  and  the  necessity  of  his  being  re-enforced.  I  started 
immediately,  and  by  constant  traveling  reached  Richmond  in  time  to 
report  to  General  Lee  on  the  evening  of  the  28th.  The  general  in- 
formed me  that  owing,  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy  at  Alexandria 
and  other  points  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  do  anything  more 
for  the  army  in  the  Northwest  thau  to  furnish  me  with  some  arms  at 
Staunton,  Va.,  and  authority  to  recruit  a  regiment  in  the  valley  and 
mountain  counties  immediately  on  the  route  to  Grafton. 

In  compliance  with  his  order  and  instructions  I  repaired  to  Staunton 
on  the  29th  in  company  with  Maj.  R.  E.  Cowan,  where  we  proceeded 
with  all  possible  dispatch,  assisted  by  Col.  M.  G.  Harman  (at  that  time 
major  and  quartermaster  at  that  point),  to  raise  troops  and  get  up 
supplies.  While  thus  engaged  the  news  of  Colonel  Porterneld's  retreat 
from  Grafton  and  his  subsequent  defeat  at  Philippi  reached  us.  This 
caused  us  some  delay,  as  we  had  to  provide  clothing  as  well  as  provis- 
ions, as  the  army  was  then  sufferiug,  having  lost  all  their  clothing, 
provisions,  ammunition,  and  many  of  them  their  guns.  We  also  had 
some  difficulty  in  fitting  up  a  battery  of  four  pieces  (6-pounders),  which 
had  been  furnished  us  by  Governor  Letcher,  but  was  without  caissons. 
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On  June  7  we  left  Staunton  with  one  battery  of  fonr  pieces  (6-ponnder 
brass  cannon),  temporarily  assigned  to  the  Eighth  Star  Artillery, 
from  Shenandoah  County,  commanded  by  Captain  Rice,  afterwards 
assigned  to  the  Lee  Battery,  commanded  by  Captain  Anderson ;  one 
company  of  cavalry,  commanded  by  Captain  Moorman,  and  three  com- 
panies of  infantry.  About  the  Rarae  time  we  received  orders  from  the 
governor  to  call  out  the  militia  of  Pendleton,  Highland,  Bath,  Poca- 
hontas, Randolph,  and  Barbour.  We  immediately  dispatched  Lieut 
John  T.  Cowan  (who  had  been  ordered  to  report  to  me  for  duty)  and 
others  to  these  counties  with  the  governor's  proclamation  and  orders 
for  the  militia  of  the  three  first-named  counties  to  meet  us  at  Monterey, 
in  Highland  County,  on  June  10.  Having  authority  from  the  governor 
to  use  the  militia  or  not,  as  we  saw  proper,  we  arranged  for  each  county 
to  furnish  a  company  of  100  men,  which  was  done,  and  the  rest  were 
discharged.  We  considered  that  many  volunteers  to  be  worth  more 
than  the  whole  militia  force ;  besides,  it  was  necessary  for  some  to  remain 
at  home  to  take  care  of  the  crops,  as  our  army  had  to  be  supplied  prin- 
cipally from  those  counties.  Three  companies  were  formed  from  the 
militia  of  Highland,  Bath,  and  Pendleton,  and  the  militia  from  those 
counties  sent  home. 

With  this  force  (in  all  eight  companies)  we  reached  Colonel  Porter- 
field's  headquarters,  at  Huttonsville,  on  June  15.  General  Garnett., 
who  had  reached  there  one  day  in  advance  with  one  staff  officer,  or- 
dered Lieut  Col.  W.  L.  Jackson  and  myself  to  form  a  regiment  each 
from  the  companies  then  there,  about  twenty-four  in  number.  My  regi- 
ment was  composed  of  ten  companies  of  infantry,  to  which  was  attached 
one  company  of  cavalry  and  one  of  artillery. 

Immediately  after  the  formation  of  my  regiment  I  received  orders  to 
march  that  night  to  Rich  Mountain  Pass.  Captain  Corley,  of  the  gen- 
eral staff,  was  sent  with  me  to  select  the  location  for  fortifications. 

We  marched  that  night,  and  early  the  next  morning,  June  16,  occu- 
pied the  western  slope  of  the  mountain  near  its  base,  seven  miles  west 
of  Beverly. 

We  worked  our  whole  force  on  the  fortifications  for  several  days,  but 
made  rather  slow  progress,  as  we  had  but  few  tools  and  no  engineer  until 
Prof.  Jed.  Hotchkiss  joined  the  command. 

On  the  same  day  that  I  occupied  this  position  General  Garnett,  with 
Colonel  Jackson's  regiment,  occupied  the  Laurel  Hill  Pass,  seventeen 
miles  northwest  of  Beverly.  The  enemy  was  at  this  time  holding  Phi- 
lippi  with  a  considerable  force  and  Bnckhannon  with  a  small  force. 

On  June  —  I  was  ordered  by  General  Garnett  to  take  part  of  my 
regiment  and  all  the  wagons  under  my  command  and  go  to  Bnckhan- 
non on  a  foraging  expedition,  a  report  of  which  you  have. 

The  day  after  we  left  Bnckhannon,  June  — ,  the  enemy,  under  General 
Rosecrans,  about  5,000  strong,  occupied  the  place  and  was  very  soon 
largely 


On  July  [61  a  detachment  of  about  100  men  made  an  attack  on  our 
picket  at  Middle  Fork  Bridge,  about  half-way  between  our  camp  and 
Bnckhannon.  Notwithstanding  their  superior  numbers  they  were  re- 
pulsed, leaving  one  dead  on  the  field.  Three  of  our  pickets  were 
wounded— one  slightly,  the  other  two  severely.  The  enemy  soon  after- 
wards appearing  in  large  force,  our  picket  was  compelled  to  withdraw 
from  the  bridge. 

On  Jnly  7  I  sent  out  Major  Tyler,  of  the  Twentieth  Virginia  Regi- 
ment, who  had  been  sent  with  seven  companies  to  re-enforce  me,  with 
two  companies  to  reconnoiter  the  enemy's  force  and  position  at  the 
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bridge.  This  little  force,  under  their  gallant  leader,  attacked  and  drove 
in  the  enemy's  pickets,  but  finding  the  enemy  in  Large  force,  withdrew 
in  good  order  and  returned  to  camp. 

On  the  evening  of  the  same  day  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pegram  arrived 
with  the  remainder  of  the  Twentieth  Regiment  and  assumed  the  command. 
I  then  offered  to  give  him  ail  the  information  I  had  of  the  surrounding 
country,  fortifications,  &c,  and  immediately  introduced  him  to  Professor 
Hotchkiss,  my  engiueer. 

On  July  9  the  enemy  in  large  force  moved  up  and  occupied  the  Roar- 
ing Run  Flats,  about  two  miles  from  and  in  sight  of  our  position,  and 
on  the  evening  of  the  same  day  made  a  reconnaissance  in  force,  driving 
in  our  pickets.  Colonel  Pegram  at  this  time  very  much  underrated  the 
force  of  the  enemy,  and  wrote  to  General  Garnett  for  permission  to  sur- 
prise and  attack  him  in  his  position.  General  Garnett,  I  believe,  advised 
against  an  attack,  but  I  think  this  underrating  of  the  enemy's  force 
kept  General  Garnett  from  ordering  Colonel  Pegram  to  fell  back  from 
the  iKJsitiou,  as  I  have  no  doubt  he  would  have  done?  at  the  same  time 
falling  back  from  his  own  position  to  Cheat  Mountain,  had  he  learned 
or  even  supposed  the  enemy  in  front  of  our  position  half  as  strong  as 
he  was.  I  say  this  because  I  know  General  Garnett  did  not  cousider 
us  strong  enough  in  that  position  to  resist  a  force  so  superior  iu  num- 
bers, even  against  a  front  attack  only,  as  he  inspected  the  position  iu 
person  after  the  fortifications  had  been  commenced,  and  remarked  that 
we  could  defend  the  position  against  the  attack  of  an  enemy  three  or 
four  times  our  number.  The  force  brought  against  us  was  at  least  ten 
to  one.  I  deem  the  foregoing  statement  due  to  the  memory  of  oue  of 
Virginia's  noblest  sons,  a  devoted  patriot,  a  wise  and  sagacious  general, 
who  fell  a  victim  to  a  combination  of  circumstances  over  which  he  had 
no  control. 

On  July  10  the  enemy  made  a  second  reconniassance  in  force,  which 
returned  to  camp  late  in  the  evening.  Lights  were  seen  in  the  enemy's 
camp  until  after  midnight,  and  he  appeared  to  be  in  considerable  com- 
motion, as  if  preparing  for  some  expedition  requiring  extra  rations,  &c. 
Colonel  Pegram,  in  anticipation  of  a  rear  attack,  sent  to  the  top  of  the 
mountain,  about  two  miles  in  our  rear,  two  companies  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Regiment,  Captain  Curry's,  and  ,  of  his  own  regiment,  which 

remained  out  all  night. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  a  cavalry  sergeant  of  the  enemy 
(who  had  been  detailed  to  assist  in  keeping  open  the  communication  be- 
tween General  Rosecrans,  who  had  started  very  early  that  morning 
with  six  regiments  of  infantry  to  turn  our  left  flauk,  and  General  McClel- 
lan,  who,  with  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  and  eighteen  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, was  to  attack  us  in  front  as  soon  as  Rosecrans  made  the  attack  in 
the  rear)  missed  his  way  and  rode  np  to  our  lines  and  was  wounded  and 
captured.  Colonel  Pegram  learned  from  him  that  the  enemy  had  moved 
a  force  to  his  rear,  but  could  not  leam  by  which  flank,  so  he  sent  two 
more  companies,  with  one  piece  of  artillery,  to  re-enforce  the  picket  on 
the  mountain,  which  made  in  all  a  force  of  about  300  men,  which  was 
placed  under  the  command  of  Captain  De  Lagnel,  whose  deed  of  daring 
on  that  day  has  won  for  him  a  name  as  lasting  as  history  itself. 

Colonel  Scott,  who  was  marching  with  a  regiment  to  re-enforce  General 
Garnett,  was  requested  by  Colonel  Pegram  to  hold  a  road  one  mile  west 
of  Beverly.  This  was  done  because  Colonel  Pegram  thought  that  the 
enemy  would  try  to  turn  his  right  flank  by  a  very  circuitous  route,  com- 
ing in  at  that  road,  but  the  enemy  made  the  attack  about  11  o'clock  on 
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the  mountain  from  the  left  flank,  having  made  a  circuit  through  the 
woods. 

Onr  brave  little  band  of  heroes  under  Captain  De  Lagnel  met  the 
enemy  with  great  resolution  and  repulsed  him  twice,  but  were  finally 
overpowered  by  overwhelming  numbers  and  compelled  to  retreat,  hav- 
ing lost  in  killed  and  wounded  in  the  three  hours'  fight  about  one-third 
of  their  whole  force.  After  the  brave  Captain  De  Lagnel  had  been  shot 
down,  while,  with  the  assistance  of  a  boy— all  the  rest  of  the  [men]  at 
the  guns  having  been  killed  or  wounded— he  was  loading  and  firing  his 
pieces,  the  gallant  Captain  Curry,  of  the  Rockbridge  Guards,  assumed 
the  command  of  the  few  remaining  men  and  conducted  the  retreat  in  as 
good  order  as  possible,  being  under  the  concentrated  fire  of  four  regi- 
ments, which  made  a  perfect  hail  of  leaden  missiles. 

The  enemy,  having  charged  and  taken  our  piece  of  artillery,  were 
bayoneting  our  wounded  soldiers,  who  had  been  shot  at  their  post*.  As 
soon  as  Colonel  Pegram  learned  that  we  had  been  driven  from  our  posi- 
tion at  Hart's  house  and  lost  our  piece  of  artillery,  he  determined  to 
take  about  half  of  the  command  and  charge  and  retake  the  lost  position, 
and  immediately  organized  them  and  marched  from  our  camp,  leaving 
me  in  command,  with  instructions  to  hold  that  position  at  all  hazards. 

In  the  meau  time  the  enemy  was  busy  making  preparations  for  an 
attack  in  front,  cutting  roads  and  placing  a  large  number  of  pieces  of 
artillery  in  position.  Our  force  had  been  so  weakened  by  the  heavy 
detail  made  by  Colonel  Pegram  that  we  could  do  nothing  but  strengthen 
•our  position  and  await  the  attack  of  the  enemy. 

About  11  o'clock  at  night,  having  heard  nothing  from  Colonel  Pe- 
gram. his  adjutant  and  other  officers  insisted  on  a  council  of.  war  being 
called.  I  called  a  few  officers  together  and  repeated  to  them  my  orders 
from  Colonel  Pegram,  instructing  me  to  hold  the  position  until  I  heard 
from  him,  which  might  not  be  before  morning,  as  he  had  not  then  de- 
termined whether  he  would  attack  General  ttosecrans  that  night  or  in 
the  morning. 

We  were  about  returning  to  our  several  posts,  as  we  were  expecting 
an  attack  every  moment,  when  Colonel  Pegram  returned  and  informed  us 
he  had  determined  not  to  make  the  attack  at  Hart's  house,  and  had  sent 
the  meu  he  had  selected  for  that  purpose  away  under  the  command  of 
Maj.  Nat.  Tyler,  and  he  ordered  me  to  call  in  all  the  companies  and  pickets 
and  retreat  with  them  immediately  in  the  direction  of  General  Garnett's 
camp,  at  Laurel  Hill.  I  preceded  without,  delay  to  execute  the  order; 
had  the  remaining  pieces  of  artillery  spiked ;  the  men  formed  single 
file;  &  pass- word  by  which  they  might  recognize  each  other  in  the  dark 
was  given  them,  and  they  were  marching  out  of  the  camp  when  Colonel 
Pegram  came  up  and  assumed  command,  he  having  before  determined 
to  remain  in  camp,  owing  to  his  weak  condition,  having  been  thrown 
from  his  horse  during  the  day.  His  orderly,  in  halting  the  command 
until  the  colonel  could  get  in  front,  failed  to  reach  the  head  of  the  col- 
umn, and  forty  or  fifty  men,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Ldlley 
(guided  by  Major  Stewart  and  Professor  Hotchkiss),  did  not  receive 
the  orders'  to  halt,  and  marched  for  some  time,  thinking  they  were  fol- 
lowed by  the  rest  of  the  command.  On  discovering  that  they  had  got 
separated  from  us,  they  changed  their  course,  marched  through  Beverly, 
and  escaped. 

Soon  after  leaving  Camp  Garuett  this  little  force  passed  between  two 
regiments  of  the  enemy,  as  we  afterwards  learned,  and  escaped  being 
fired  upon  by  replying  by  chance  with  the  signal  adopted  by  the  enemy. 
The  night  being  very  dark  and  our  route  being  over  precipitous  mount- 
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ains  and  through  almost  impassable  undergrowth,  we  made  bnt  little 
progress  until  after  daylight- 
Soon  after  sunup  on  the  12th  we  were  in  sight  of  Beverly  on  a  high 
mountain,  and  could  see  the  river  valley  for  many  miles  both  to  our 
right  and  left  Had  we  gone  directly  down  into  this  valley  as  urged 
by  Colonel  Wirt  in  person  [and]  some  of  the  officers  we  would  have 
escaped,  as  the  enemy  did  not  enter  Beverly  until  about  1  p.  m.  on 
that  day.  I  suppose  that  we  would  have  gone  into  the  valley  at  this 
point  if  Colonel  Pegram  had  not  mistaken  some  of  our  own  (Lilley's) 
men  for  the  enemy's  advance;  as  it  was  we  were  kept  in  the  mountains, 
marching  slowly  in  the  direction  of  General  Garnettfs  camp  at  Lanrel 
Hill. 

Late  in  the  evening  I  asked  permission  of  Colonel  Pegram  to  go  down 
into  the  valley  and  see  if  the  road  leading  from  Beverly  to  General 
Garnett's  camp  was  clear,  which  was  granted.  Taking  with  me  a  citi- 
zen that  I  could  rely  upon,  I  sent  him  to  a  house  where  he  learned  from 
the  inmates  that  there  was  no  news  in  that  neighborhood  of  any  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  in  the  valley;  but  as  they  were  three  miles  from  the 
main  road  and  could  give  no  certain  news  as  to  the  movements  on  it,  I 
returned  and  reported  to  Colonel  Pegram,  and  he  determined  to  move 
his  men  to  the  main  road  without  delay. 

We  found  this  march  through  the  valley  to  the  main  road  rather  diffi- 
cult, as  we  had  to  wade  the  Valley  River  three  times  and  cross  much 
swampy  land.  Wheu  we  were  within  a  half  mile  of  the  main  road  the 
head  of  our  column,  having  crossed  the  river,  was  halted  till  the  rest  oi 
the  command  came  up,  when  we  were  fired  into,  which  caused  some  con- 
fusion, as  it  was  very  dark. 

Colonel  Pegram  ordered  me  to  recross  the  river  with  the  command 
and  form  them,  as  he  had  just  learned  that  the  enemy  was  at  Leadsville 
Church  (3,000  strong),  at  the  point  where  we  would  strike  the  main  road. 
He  soon  afterwards  ordered  me  to  march  the  men  back  again  to  the  foot 
of  the  mountain,  he  riding  on  in  advance,  having  procured  ahorse  after 
he  got  into  the  valley.  When  I  arrived  at  the  house  late  at  night  I 
found  Colonel  Pegram,  who  was  much  exhausted  and  very  weak,  asleep. 
I  awoke  him,  and  he  told  me  to  call  together  the  commandants  of  com- 
panies and  procure  a  private  room.  I  did  so,  and  sent  for  the  colonel, 
who  informed  the  officers  that  he  had  concluded  to  surrender  the  com- 
mand, as  he  believed  it  would  be  impossible  to  escape,  being,  as  he  be- 
lieved, so  surrounded  by  the  enemy  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  us 
to  cross  the  valley  to  the  mountains  on  the  other  side,  and  admitting 
that  if  we  were  able  to  do  so,  he  thought  that  in  their  present  exhausted 
and  starving  condition  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  men  to  reach  the 
nearest  settlement. 

All  the  officers  seemed  to  agree  with  the  colonel  except  Capt  J.  B. 
Moorman,  of  the  Franklin  Guards,  and  myself.  The  captain  had 
marched  his  company  by  the  same  route  after  the  defeat  at  Philippi, 
and  thought  that  it  could  be  done  again.  I  argued  that  we  could  try 
the  experiment,  and  if  we  came  across  a  very  superior  force  we  could 
then  surrender  to  it,  which  I  thonght  wonld  be  mnch  better  than  to  send 
a  proposition  to  surrender  to  Beverly,  seven  miles  distant.  1  thought 
that  with  what  meal,  flour,  and  meat  we  could  get  in  the  neighborhood 
(there  being  several  houses  near)  we  could  manage  to  subsist  the  men 
on  short  rations  until  we  could  get  something  in  the  mountains.  But, 
as  stated  before,  a  majority  of  the  officers  thought  it  would  be  better  to 
surrender  at  once.  Colonel  Pegram  then  wrote  a  note  to  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  TJ.  S.  forces  at  Bovcrly  and  dispatched  it  about  12 
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o'clock  that  night  (July  12)  by  a  messenger,  who  returned  a  little  after 
sunrise  the  next  day  with  one  of  General  McClellan's  staff  officers,  Col- 
onel Key,  and  about  twenty  cavalry.  Colonel  Key  brought  Colonel 
Pegram  a  reply  to  his  note  from  General  McClellan  (copies  of  which 
you  have).  Colonel  Pegram  and  Colonel  Key  had  a  long  conference,  at 
the  end  of  which  the  men  were  marched  to  Beverly  and  stacked  their 
guns.  There  being  no  formal  surrender  or  officer  to  surrender  their 
swords  to,  Colonel  Pegram  and  most  of  the  officers  who  had  swords 
hung  them  on  the  stacked  arms,  and  many  of  them  were  soon  stolen  by 
the  Yankee  guards. 

We  were  kept  at  Beverly  aud  well  treated  by  our  captors  until  July 
17,  when  all  but  Colonel  Pegram  were  released  on  parole  by  order  of 
General  Scott  Pegram  being  refused  his  parole  because  he  had  been  an 
officer  in  the  IT.  S.  Army. 

The  foregoing  account  has  been  written  hastily  and  from  memory, 
but  I  think  in  the  main  is  correct.  There  are  undoubtedly  many  points 
of  interest  that  have  been  forgotten,  but  as  I  have  been  informed  that 
you  will  have  written  statements  from  several  of  the  officers,  and  among 
others  one  from  Lieut.  John  T.  Cowan,  who  was  with  me  all  the  time, 
and  to  whom  I  am  much  indebted.  He  is  a  cool  and  intrepid  young  offi- 
cer, and  certainly  deserves  a  much  better  fate. 

There  are  many  officers  who  deserve  honorable  mention,  and  foremost 
among  those  is  the  brave  Captain  Curry,  who  was  wounded  in  the  fight 
at  Rich  Mountain;  but  where  many  acted  so  well  distinction  would  be 
invidious. 


Report  of  Maj.  Nat.  Tyler,  Twentieth  Virginia  Infantry,  of  operations 
from  July  1  to  14,  including  skirmish  July  7,  and  the  engagement  at 
Rich  Mountain. 


Laurel  Hill,  to  re-enforce  Lieutenant-Colonel  Heck  at  Rich  Mountain  with 
seven  companies  of  the  Twentieth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers.  Start- 
ing  from  Laurel  Hill  at  2  a.  m.,  I  arrived  at  Rich  Mountain  the  next  day 
at  12  m.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Heck's  command  at  Rich  Mountain  was 
one  regiment  of  infantry,  a  battery  of  four  C-pounders,  and  one  company 
of  cavalry. 

The  sketch  furnished  you  will  show  very  accurately  the  fortifications 
that  had  been  made  to  protect  the  camp  from  front  assault. 

On  Sunday,  July  7, 1  was  ordered  to  reconnoiter  the  bridge  over  Mid- 
die  Fork,  about  fifteen  miles  in  front  of  our  position.  I  proceeded  with 
two  companies,  Captain  Atkinson,  Twentieth  Virginia  Volunteers,  and 
Captain  Higginbotham.  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Heck's  regiment.  When 
about  one  mile  from  tne  bridge  I  was  informed  by  a  country  woman 
that  a  very  large  army  occupied  the  bridge,  and  was  entreated  to  return, 
as  the  Federal  cavalry  had  but  a  few  moments  before  left  the  house. 
The  evidences  of  the  cavalry  were  to  be  seen  in  the  mud  of  the  road. 
Proceeding  carefully,  I  ascertained  that  a  large  force  of  infantry,  artil- 
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,  and  cavalry  were  at  the  bridge.  Soon  their  pickets  were  seen 
driven  in  by  our  force.  I  found  it  prudent  to  return,  and  immedi- 
ately after  the  skirmish  was  over  made  disposition  for  an  orderly  return. 
The  enemy  were  a  considerable  time  getting  ready  to  pursue  us,  which 
enabled  us  to  get  some  distance  ahead,  so  we  were  able  to  reach  camp 
without  annoyance  from  them. 

Upon  my  return  to  camp  I  found  Colonel  Pegram  with  the  remaining 
companies  of  the  Twentieth  Regiment,  and  he  immediately  assumed  the 
command.  We  continued  to  strengthen  onr  fortifications  in  front  and 
to  ascertain  the  character  of  the  country  on  our  flanks,  to  ascertain  if 
it  were  possible  for  an  army  to  march  over  the  mountains  on  either  flank. 
Every  assurance  from  the  people  of  the  neighborhood  was  given  that  it 
was  impossible  for  any  force  to  march  around  our  position. 

Thus  matters  continued  until  the  morning  of  July  11,  when  our  picket 
wounded  and  captured  a  Federal  sergeant,  who  stated  that  McClellan 
had  arrived  the  night  before,  and  that  Rosecrans  had  that  morning  at 
2  o'clock  started  with  a  large  force  to  turn  our  flank,  but  he  was  unable 
or  unwilling  to  state  which  flank  the  enemy  were  threatening. 

About  11  o'clock  firing  was  heard  from  the  pickets  at  our  rear  and 
towards  our  left  flank,  and  three  companies  were  immediately  ordered 
to  Hart's  house.  Colonel  Pegram  had  sent  to  General  Garuett  that  the 
enemy  were  endeavoring  to  turn  our  right  flank,  and  requested  that 
Colonel  Scott  might  be  ordered  to  comply  with  his  request  and  occupy 
a  position  at  the  foot  of  the  road  one  mile  from  Beverly  and  about  five 
miles  from  our  position  at  Hart's  house.  This  position  was  promptly 
taken  by  Colonel  Scott ;  but  as  the  enemy  were  then  marching  around 
our  left  flank,  the  position  occupied  by  Colonel  Scott  was  useless,  and 
he  was  of  no  aid  to  us  whatever. 

The  fight  begau  about  11  o'clock  and  lasted  for  three  hours,  when  the 
enemy  succeeded  in  getting  to  the  road  between  our  position  and  Bev- 
erly. Captain  De  Lagnel  had  used  with  great  effect  the  one  piece  of 
artillery  sent  to  him  by  Colonel  Pegram,  but  when  the  second  cannon 
arrived  the  enemy  opened  such  a  destructive  fire  upon  it  that  neither 
men  nor  horses  could  maintaiu  the  position.  The  horses  becoming 
unmanageable  ran  off  and  upset  the  gun  and  caisson  down  a  precipice, 
depriving  Captain  De  Lagnel  of  all  ammunition.  Wounded  and  in 
immediate  danger  of  imminent  capture,  Captaiu  De  Lagnel  ordered  the 
infantry  to  return  and  make  their  way  towards  Beverly.  The  firing 
had  now  ceased,  aud  the  enemy  were  in  possession  of  Hart's  house,  aud 
all  opportunity  and  chances  of  escape  along  the  road  to  Beverly  were 
cut  off.v  Colonel  Pegram  ordered  me  before  the  firing  ceased  to  re-en- 
force Captain  De  Lagnel  with  the  Twentieth  Regiment,  and  as  we  were 
marching  up  the  mountain  he  determined  to  take  command  of  a  storm- 
ing party  aud  attempt  the  recapture  of  Hart's  house.  Before  arriving 
in  position  he  ascertained  the  impossibility  of  successfully  storming  the 
enemy's  position,  and  ordered  me  to  continue  the  retreat  with  the  Twen- 
tieth Regiment  while  he  returned  and  brought  the  remainder  of  the 
command.  He  parted  from  us  and  marched  the  regiment  all  that  night 
through  a  pathlese  iuexplored  mountain,  with  no  guide  but  the  stars 
and  no  path  bu'.  the  general  direction  of  the  running  streams,  and 
arrived  in  Bcvjy  at  daybreak. 

Continuing  our  march,  we  overtook  Colonel  Scott  at  Huttonsville 
about  9  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  continued  the  retreat  over  Cheat 
Mountain  to  the  Greenbrier  River,  where  we  arrived  at  daybreak  on 
the  morning  of  the  14th.  There  we  were  received  by  Governor  Letcher. 
Soon  Colonel  Johnson,  with  a  Georgia  regiment,  arrived.   The  retreat 
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of  the  whole  command  under  Colonel  Johnson  was  resumed  to  Mon- 
terey, where  General  Jackson,  of  Georgia,  assumed  the  command,  and 
where  a  halt  was  made  until  the  remainder  of  General  Garnettfs  army 
arrived. 

NAT.  TYLER. 


No.  22. 

Report  of  Mr.  Jed.  HotcMcissy  Topographical  Engineer,  Confederate  service, 

of  events  from  July  2  to  14. 

Churchville,  Augusta  County,  Va.,  January  18, 1862. 

1  was  appointed  engineer  at  Camp  Garnett,  Rich  Mountain,  Randolph 
County,  Virginia,  by  you,  as  commander  of  the  post,  on  Tuesday,  July 
2,  180  i,  and  on  Wednesday  morning,  the  3d,  I  commenced  my  duties 
by  initiating  a  survey  of  the  camp  and  its  vicinity,  preparatory  to  the 
construction  of  an  accurate  topographical  map  of  the  locality;  and  by 
the  aid  of  parties  detailed  for  the  purpose  I  had  nearly  completed  the 
necessary  trian filiations  and  measurements  for  the  purpose  indicated, 
and  had  also  by  barometrical  observations  ascertained  the  height  of  the 
points  occupied  by  our  forces,  and  had  made  considerable  progress  in 
the  drawing  of  the  map  of  the  camp  and  vicinity,  when  (the  enemy 
having  made  their  appearauce  before  our  lines  on  the  evening  of  July 
9),  by  your  order  I  spent  a  portion  of  the  luth  in  the  breastworks  on 
the  hill  to  the  left  of  your  position,  and  the  whole  of  the  11th,  during 
which  day  the  battle  of  Rich  Mountain  was  fought  and  lost.  I  remained 
at  the  breastworks  until  midnight  of  that  day,  the  enemy  having  occu- 
pied the  parallel  ridge  in  front  of  us  during  the  day. 

At  midnight,  by  your  order,  I  came  down  from  the  hill  in  company 
with  the  Augusta  Lee  Rifles,  Capt.  R.  D.  Lillcy,  of  your  regiment,  and 
followed  by  the  companies  of  Captains  Moorman,  Kiracofe,  Smith,  Hall, 
and  Mullins,and  marched  with  them  to  the  turnpike  between  tho  center 
and  right  of  our  position,  and  was  there  informed  by  yon  that  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Pegram,  who  had  assumed  the  command  on  the  morning  of 
July  8— he  having  been  ordered  by  General  Garnett  to  report  to  you 
with  his  regiment,  and  then  he  claimed  the  command  of  the  post  as 
being  of  the  same  rank  in  the  Confederate  service  that  you  were  in  tho 
State,  and  therefore  ranking  you— had  been  injured  by  a  fall  from  his 
horse  on  the  11th  and  had  resigned  the  command  to  you,  again  order- 
ing you  to  march  to  Laurel  Hill,  to  General  Garnett,  throngh  the  forest 
on  the  right  of  our  position.  You  directed  me  to  lead  the  front  of  the 
column  over  the  hill  on  the  right  through  the  breastworks  there,  and 
so  on  towards  the  top  of  Rich  Mountain.  All  the  Torces  left  at  Camp 
Garnett  were  at  that  time  formed  in  the  road.  As  before  said,  I  was 
direcied  to  proceed  at  once,  as  the  enemy  was  closing  down  upon  our 
liues  in  overwhelming  numbers,  and  you  told  me  that  you  would  bring 
up  the  rear.  I  then  proceeded  to  the  head  of  the  column,  occupied  by 
Captain  Liliey's  company,  and  the  command  to  move  forward  having 
been  passed,  was  proceeding  up  the  road,  intending  to  reach  the  top  of 
the  bill  [by]  its  easy  winding  grade,  and  had  proceeded  some  little  dis- 
tance, wlien  you  overtook  me  and  informed  me  that  the  enemy  occupied 
the  turn  of  the  road  on  the  hill,  and  that  we  must  go  up  along  the  hill 
aud  so  over  by  the  way  of  the  breastworks  on  the  right. 

The  column  was  then  countermarched  in  single  file,  and  the  counter- 
sign, "Indian,"  said  to  be  the  countersign  of  the  enemy  for  the  night, 
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was  communicated  to  the  men,  and  then  I  started  up  the  hill,  accom- 
panied by  Major  Reger,  of  your  regiment,  and  Major  Stewart  and  Colonel 
Wilson,  who  happened,  to  be  at  our  camp.  When  at  the  top  of  the  hill , 
which  is  very  steep  and  rough,  we  halted  for  the  column  to  close  up.  , 
and  then  struck  into  the  forest.  The  rain  pouring  down  in  torrents  and 
the  night  being  very  dark,  the  line  of  march  could  hardly  be  kept  but 
by  a  constant  effort  on  the  part  of  the  men  to  keep  almost  in  contact 
with  each  other,  and  our  line  was  often  broken  by  the  fallen  trees,  dense 
thickets,  and  precipices  that  we  encountered.  By  the  advice  of  Majors 
Reger  and  Stewart  we  took  a  course  bearing  to  the  left,  but  I  soon  found 
that  that  was  bringing  us  too  near  the  waters  of  Roaring  Greek  and  the 
adjacent  laurel  swamps,  as  well  as  too  near  the  position  occupied  by  the 
camp  of  the  enemy ;  therefore  I  protested  against  going  farther  in  that 
direction,  and  was  seconded  in  my  views  by  Captain  Lilley  and  others 
that  were  near;  and  as  I  had  reconnoitered  the  ground  on  July  6,  they 
yielded  to  ray  opinion  and  my  guidance  from  that  time.  We  then 
pushed  on,  bearing  gradually  to  the  right,  that  we  might  reach  the  gap 
to  the  north  of  Hart's,  suffering  much  from  the  cold,  as  we  were  all 
drenched,  and  many  of  us  had  not  eaten  since  morning.  We  did  not 
halt  much,  and  one  time,  shortly  after  leaving  the  camp,  a  low  whistle 
on  our  right  arrested  our  attention,  and  most  of  the  line  halted.  I  re- 
plied to  the  whistle  and  passed  the  order  quietly  to  press  on,  and  I  have 
since  learned  from  a  prisoner  taken  from  tho  enemy  that  a  whole  regi- 
ment was  drawn  up  parallel  to  our  line  of  march,  and  was  only  kept 
from  firing  upon  us  by  the  reply  to  their  signal  and  our  continued  moving. 

Daylight  found  us  two-thirds  of  the  way  to  the  top  of  the  mountain, 
and  then  and  there,  to  our  great  surprise  and  regret,  we  found  that, 
instead  of  the  whole  command,  I  was  only  followed  by  a  portion  of  Cap- 
tain Lilley's  company  and  some  few  others— some  fifty  men.  We  were 
sorely  disappointed;  but  as  there  was  no  alternative  for  safety  but  rapid 
flight,  as  we  were  certain  that  the  enemy  would  speedily  occupy  all  the 
roads  by  which  wo  could  escape,  therefore  I  urged  upon  the  men  the 
necessity  for  a  prompt  obedience  of  orders  in  marching  forward,  and 
they  responded  with  cheerfulness  and  alacrity,  and  we  pushed  rapidly 
forward  and  across  the  summit  of  the  mountain  at  sunrise  through  a 
notch,  and  following  down  a  ravine  we  struck  the  Merritt  road,  much 
cut  up  by  the  passage  of  the  Churchville  cavalry  and  most  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Pogram's  regiment,  which  had  passed  over  it  the  evening  before, 
under  the  command  of  Maj.  Nat.  Tyler.  We  reached  this  road  at  about 
8  a.  m.  of  the  12th.  Following  down  that  road,  we  obtained  a  few  mouth  - 
fuls  of  food  at  a  house  just  on  the  edge  of  the  valley,  where  Major  Tyler 
and  men  had  spent  part  of  the  night.  Then  we  took  across  the  fields 
and  reached  Beverly  at  about  11  a.  m.,  where  we  found  the  people  help- 
ing themselves  to  the  abandoned  commissary  stores,  and  we  were  in- 
formed by  Captain  Stofer,  who  was  seated  on  the  porch  of  the  hotel, 
that  the  enemy  was  expected  every  moment,  and  that  our  forces  under 
Colonel  Scott  had  gone  to  Huttonsville.  We  then  helped  ourselves  to 
a  supply  of  crackers,  &c,  from  the  stores  and  proceeded  towards  Hut- 
tonsville. Finding  a  large  quantity  of  tents,  blankets,  socks,  &c,  aban- 
doned by  the  roadside,  just  across  Files  Creek,  we  took  each  one  a 
supply  of  these  needful  articles,  and  had  started  on  when  we  met  a  team 
going  to  Beverly,  which  we  impressed  and  sent  back  and  loaded  up, 
and  then  went  on  towards  Huttonsville.  Overtaking  stragglers  from 
various  companies  by  the  way,  and  it  being  rumored  that  the  enemy 
was  in  rapid  pursuit  of  us,  we  had  our  men  fire  off  their  guns  and  reload 
them,  each  one  having  held  on  to  his  gun,  and  then  made  all  tail  into 
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ranks  and  so  march  in  order,  and  having  overtaken  a  wagon  loaded 
with  provisions,  we  kept  it  along  and  guarded  it.  Reaching  Huttons- 
ville  at  about  3  p.  m.,  where  we  confidently  expected  to  find  Colonel 
Scott,  we  fonnd  the  bridge  just  falling  down  from  its  conflagration  bv 
his  order,  and  were  told  that  he  had  gone  to  Stipe's. 

We  had  already  marched  some  twenty-two  miles,  bat  we  went  on  to 
Stipe's  and  there  found  that  he  had  gone,  it  was  said,  to  the  foot  of  Cheat 
Mountain ;  still  pursuing,  we  reached  the  foot  of  Cheat  Mountain,  eight 
miles  farther,  and  there,  after  eating  a  scanty  supper,  we  disposed  of 
ourselves  upon  the  bluff  commanding  the  road  up  the  mountain  and 
its  approaches,  and  there  spent  the  night,  resting  on  our  arms,  for  fugi- 
tives had  reported  that  1,200  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  was  in  close  pur- 
suit ;  but  we  decided  that  an  encounter  from  an  ambuscade  was  prefer- 
able to  a  further  retreat  in  our  exhausted  condition,  having  spent  a 
whole  day  and  half  the  night  on  our  feet  in  the  breastworks,  and  then 
retreated  thirty  miles  through  dense  thickets,  over  fallen  timber  and 
ledges  of  rocks,  through  water-courses  and  along  muddy  roads ;  but 
every  man  had  his  arms  and  ammunition  and  was  ready  for  an  en- 
counter. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  we  proceeded  to  the  top  of  Cheat  Mount- 
ain, at  White's,  and  there  found  the  Churchville  and  Bath  cavalry 
companies  and  portions  of  many  other  companies  collected  there  after 
the  retreat.  All  agreed  that  we  would  stay  there  and  keep  back  the 
enemy,  and  I  was  selected  as  a  committee  of  one  by  those  on  the  top 
of  the  mountain  to  see  Governor  Letcher,  who  we  had  learned  was  at 
Greenbrier  River,  and  get  his  consent  to  let  us  remain  there. 

Dr.  O.  Butcher,  of  Huttonsvillc,  took  me  down  in  his  sulky,  and  I 
had  an  interview  with  the  governor,  whom  I  found  at  Yeager's,  where 
the  regiment  of  Colonel  Scott  had  encamped  and  Lieutenant- Colonel 
Pegram's  regiment,  under  the  command  of  Major  Tyler,  and  where  the 
regiment  of  Colonel  Johnson  (the  Twelfth  Georgia)  came  up. 

The  governor  consented  to  our  staying,  and  we  had  started  back  a 
short  distance  when  a  messenger  came  up  and  ordered  all  the  men 
down,  aud  we  came  down  and  proceeded  up  the  Alleghany  Mountains. 
That  night  slept  a  few  hours  on  the  summit,  at  Yearger's,  and  then 
went  on  Sunday  to  Monterey,  where  we  encamped.  Major  Reger  pro- 
cured a  horse  and  left  us  at  Beverly  and  went  on  to  Yearger's,  and  got 
his  family  and  sent  them  on  to  Staunton,  and  then  joined  us  at  Mon- 
terey on  the  14th. 

By  your  order  I  did  not  go  to  my  tent  on  the  night  of  the  retreat, 
and  therefore  lost  all  my  instruments,  notes,  maps,  and  baggage ;  there- 
fore I  am  unable  to  report  to  you  an  accurate  map  of  Camp  Garnett; 
but  I  accompany  this  report  with  a  map  drawn  from  memory  of  the 
camp  and  surrounding  country,  showing  the  route  of  the  enemy,  and 
also  the  route  of  our  retreat  as  far  as  Beverly. 

After  we  had  beeu  some  days  in  Monterey  we  were  informed  that 
shortly  after  we  left  Camp  Garnett  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pegram  resumed 
the  command  of  the  forces  and  sent  some  one  of  his  staff  forward  to 
halt  the  column,  and  that  owing  to  the  darkness  and  steepness  of  the 
hill  he  was  unable  to  reach  the  head  of  the  column,  and  therefore  he 
interposed  himself  and  a  musket  into  the  midst  of  Captain  Lilley's  com- 
pany and  so  divided  it.  Private  Brownlee  Bell,  who  was  at  the  head 
of  the  forces  cut  off,  gave  us  this  information. 

As  imputations  have  been  cast  upon  you  in  reference  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  army,  &c,  at  Rich  Mountain,  on  the  retreat,  &c,  I  may  be 
permitted,  from  the  opportunity  I  had  of  knowing  all  the  facts  and  cir- 


Digitized  by  Google 


264 


OPERATIONS  IN  MD.,  PA.,  VA.,  AND  W.  VA.       |Our.  IX. 


cuuistances  of  your  situation,  to  state  that  to  my  i>er8onal  knowledge 
you  sent  one  that  came  to  you  with  information  in  reference  to  the 
designs  or  operation  of  the  enemy  in  turning  our  left  flank  to  communi- 
cate the  same  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pegram  the  day  before  the  battle, 
and  I  heard  you  offer  to  communicate  to  him  all  the  information  you 
had  in  reference  to  the  camp  and  its  surroundings,  referring  him  to  me 
in  person  as  having  a  partially -prepared  map  of  it,  and  he  did  not  avail 
himself  but  to  a  very  limited  extent  of  the  large  fund  of  information 
you  had  with  diligence  collected  in  reference  to  your  position  and  the 
movements  of  the  enemy.  Being  ordered  by  General  Garnett,  as  he 
himself  said,  to  report  himself  and  command  to  you,  he  at  once  arro- 
gantly demanded  the  command  of  the  post  because  of  his  superiority  in 
rank  before  asking  for  it  or  you  had  refused  to  give  it  to  him ;  and 
after  you  had  expressed  a  willingness  to  give  it  up  to  him  if  you  could 
be  assured  that  such  was  the  desire  of  General  Garnett,  and  afterwards 
by  his  arbitrary  and  selfish  direction  of  affairs,  in  the  opinion  of  many 
concerned  and  engaged,  brought  about  the  disasters  that  attended  and 
followed  the  battle  of  Rich  Mountain,  and  led  to  the  surrender  of  600 
brave  men  to  the  enemy. 

My  report  has  been  delayed  by  pressing  engagements  in  the  army 
and  sickness  to  this  late  day. 

Most  respectfully  submitted. 

JED.  HOTCHKISS, 
Topographical  Engineer  at  Camp  Garnett. 

Lieut  Col.  J.  M.  Heok,  Commanding  Post 


No.  23. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col  John  Pegram,  C.  8.  Army,  of  Hie  engagement  at  Rich 
Mountain  and  tfte  surrender  of  his  forces. 

Beveely,  Va.,  July  14, 18C1. 

Not  knowing  where  a  communication  will  find  General  Garnett;  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  fight  at  Rich 
Mountain,  which  occurred  on  the  11th  instant : 

The  battle-field  was  immediately  around  the  house  of  one  Hart,  sit- 
uated at  the  highest  point  of  the  turnpike  over  the  mountain  and  two 
miles  in  rear  of  my  main  line  of  trenches,  the  latter  being  at  the  foot  of 
the  western  slope  of  the  mountain. 

The  intricacies  of  the  surrounding  country  seemed  scarcely  to  demand 
the  placing  of  any  force  at  Hart's,  yet  I  had  that  morning  placed  Gap- 
tain  De  Lagnel,  of  the  Confederate  artillery,  with  five  companies  of 
infantry  and  one  piece  of  artillery,  numbering  in  all  about  three  hun- 
dred and  ten  men,  with  instructions  to  defend  it  to  the  last  extremity 
against  whatever  force  might  be  brought  to  the  attack  by  the  enemy, 
but  also  to  give  me  timely  notice  of  his  need  for  re-euforcements.  These 
orders  had  not  been  given  two  hours  before  General  Rosecrans,  who 
had  been  conducted  up  a  distant  ridge  on  my  left  flank  and  then  along 
the  top  of  the  mountain  by  a  man,  attacked  the  small  handful  of  troops 
under  Captain  De  Lagnel  with  three  thousand  men.  When  from  my 
camp  I  heard  the  filing  becoming  very  rapid,  without  waiting  to  hear 
from  Captain  De  Lagnel,  I  ordered  up  re-enforcements,  and  hurried  on 
myself  to  the  scene  of  action.  When  I  arrived  the  piece  of  artillery 
was  entirely  unmanned.  Captain  De  Lagnel  having  been  severely 
wounded,  after  which  his  men  had  left  their  piece.   The  limber  and 
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caisson  were  no  longer  visible,  the  horses  having  run  away  with  them 
down  the  mountain,  in  doing  which  they  met  and  upset  the  second 
piece  of  artillery,  which  had  been  ordered  up  to  their  assistance.  See- 
ing the  infantry  deserting  the  slight  breastworks  hastily  thrown  up 
that  morning  by  Captain  De  Lagnel.  I  used  al]  personal  exertions  to 
make  them  stand  to  their  work  until  even  I  saw  that  the  place  was 
hopelessly  lost.  The  last  companies  which  left  their  posts  were  the 
Rockingham  Lee  Guard,  commanded  by  Capt.  Carter  H.  Irving,  and  the 
Powhatan  Rifles,  commanded  by  Capt.  William  M.  Skipwith.  On  my 
way  back  to  my  camp  I  found  the  re-enforcing  force  under  command  of 
Captain  Anderson,  of  the  artillery,  in  the  greatest  confusion,  they  hav- 
ing fired  upon  their  retreating  comrades.  I  hurried  on  to  camp  and 
ordered  the  remaining  companies  of  my  own  regiment  in  camp  to  join 
them.  This  left  my  right  front  and  right  flank  entirely  unmanned.  I 
then  went  back  up  the  mountain,  where  I  found  the  whole  force,  com- 
posed of  five  companies  of  the  Twentieth  aud  one  company  of  Colonel 
Heck's  regiment,  drawn  up  in  line  in  ambuscade  near  the  road,  uuder 
command  of  Maj.  Nat,  Tyler,  of  the  Twentieth  Regiment.  I  called  their 
attention  and  said  a  few  encouraging  words  to  the  men,  asking  them  if 
they  would  follow  their  officers  to  the  attack,  to  which  they  responded 
by  a  cheer.  I  was  here  interrupted  by  Captain  Anderson,  who  said  to 
me,  "  Colonel  Pegram,  these  men  are  completely  demoralized,  and  will 
need  you  to  lead  them."  I  took  my  place  at  the  head  of  the  column, 
which  I  marched  in  single  file  through  laurel  thickets  and  other  almost 
impassable  brushwood  up  a  ridge  to  the  top  of  the  mountain. 

This  placed  me  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  on  the  right  flank  of  the 
enemy,  and  which  was  exactly  the  point  I  had  been  making  for.  I  had 
just  gotten  all  the  men  up  together  and  was  about  making  my  disposi- 
tions for  the  attack  when  Major  Tyler  came  up  and  reported  that  dur- 
ing the  march  up  the  ridge  one  of  the  men  in  his  fright  had  turned 
around  and  shot  the  first  sergeant  of  one  of  the  rear  companies,  which 
hail  caused  nearly  the  whole  of  the  company  to  run  to  the  rear.  He 
then  said  that  the  men  were  so  intensely  demoralized,  that  he  considered 
it  madness  to  attempt  to  do  anything  with  them  by  leading  them  on  to 
the  attack.  A  mere  glance  at  the  frightened  countenances  around  me 
convinced  me  that  this  distressing  news  was  but  too  true,  and  it  was 
confirmed  by  the  opinion  of  the  three  or  four  company  commanders 
around  me.  They  all  agreed  with  mc  that  there  was  nothing  left  to  do 
but  to  send  the  command' under  Major  Tyler  to  effect  a  junction  with 
General  Garnett  at  Laurel  Hill  or  Col.  William  C.  Scott,  who 
supposed  to  be  with  his  regiment  near  Beverly.  It  was  now  6$ 
p.  m ,  when  I  retraced  my  steps  with  much  difficulty  back  to 
losing  myself  frequently  on  the  way,  and  arriving  there  at  11J 


otTJck/ 


I  immediately  assembled  a  council  of  war,  composed  of  the  field 
officers  and  company  commanders  remaining,  wheu  it  was  unauiuiously 
agreed  that,  after  spiking  the  two  remaining  pieces  of  artillery,  wo  should 
attempt  to  join  General  Garnett  by  a  march  through  the  mountains  to 
our  right.  This  act  was  imperative,  not  only  from  our  reduced  num- 
bers, now  being  about  six  hundred  and  our  being  placed  between  two 
large  attacking  armies,  but  also  because  at  least  three  fourths  of  my 
command  had  no  rations  left ;  the  other  one  fourth  not  having  flour 
enough  left  for  one  meal.  Having  left  directions  for  Sergeant  Walke, 
and  given  directions  to  Assistant  Surgeon  Taylor  to  take  charge  of  the 
sick  and  wounded  in  camp  and  to  show  a  white  flag  at  daylight,  I  then 


Lte  nag  at  aayiig 

called  the  companies,  G  and  H,  of  Twentieth  Regiment,  with  which  and 
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seven  companies  of  Colonel  Heck's  regiment  I  started  at  1  o'clock  a.  m., 
and  without  a  guide,  to  make  my  way,  if  possible,  over  the  mountains, 
where  there  was  not  the  sign  of  a  path,  towards  General  Garnett's 
camp. 

As  I  remained  in  camp  to  see  the  last  company  in  column,  by  the 
time  I  reached  the  head  of  the  column,  which  was  nearly  one  mile  long, 
Oaptain  Silly's  [Lilley's]  company,  of  Colonel  Heck's  regiment,  had  dis- 
appeared and  has  not  been  since  heard  from.  The  difficulties  attending 
my  march  with  the  remaining  eight  companies  it  would  be  impossible 
for  me  to  exaggerate.  We  arrived  at  Tygart's  Valley  River  at  7  o'clock 
p.  in.,  having  made  the  distance  of  about  twelve  miles  in  eighteen 
hours.  Here  we  were  met  by  several  country  people,  who  appeared  to 
be  our  friends,  and  who  informed  us  that  at  Leadsville  Church,  distant 
three  miles,  and  situated  on  the  Beverly  and  Laurel  Hill  turnpike,  there 
was  a  small  camp,  composed  of  a  portion  of  General  Garnett's  com- 
mand. Leaviug  Colonel  Heck  with  instructions  to  bring  the  command 
forward  rapidly,  I  hired  a  horse  and  proceeded  forward  until  within 
sight  of  Leadsville  Church,  when  I  stopped  at  a  farm  house,  where  were 
assembled  a  dozen  men  and  women.  They  informed  me  that  General 
Garnett  had  retreated  that  afternoon  up  the  Leading  Creek  road,  in 
Tucker  County,  and  that  he  was  being  pursued  by  three  thousand  of 
the  enemy,  who  hud  come  from  the  direction  of  Laurel  Hill  as  far  as 
Leadsville  Church,  when  they  turned  up  the  Leading  Creek  road  in 
pursuit 

This  of  course  rendered  all  chance  of  joining  General  Garnett,  or  of 
escape  in  that  direction,  utterly  impossible.  Hurrying  back  to  my  com- 
mand I  found  them  in  much  confusion,  firing  random  shots  in  the  dark, 
under  the  impression  that  the  enemy  was  surrounding  them.  Reform- 
ing them,  I  hurried  back  to  the  point  where  we  first  struck  the  river, 
and  persuaded  a  few  of  the  country  people  to  cook  all  the  provisions 
they  had,  hoping  it  might  go  a  little  way  toward  satisfying  the  hunger 
of  my  almost  famishing  men. 

I  now  found,  on  examining  the  men  of  the  house,  there  was,  if  any, 
only  one  possible  means  of  escape,  and  that  was  by  a  road  which,  pass- 
ing within  three  miles  of  the  enemy's  camp  at  Beverly,  led  over  precipi- 
tous mountains  into  Pendleton  County.  Along  this  road  there  were  rep- 
resented to  me  to  be  but  a  few  miserable  habitations,  where  it  would 
be  utterly  impossible  for  even  one  company  of  my  men  to  get  food,  and 
as  it  was  now  11  o'clock  p.  m.  it  would  be  necessary  to  leave  at  once, 
without  allowing  them  to  get  a  mouthful  where  they  were.  I  now  called 
a  council  of  war,  composed  like  the  one  of  the  preceding  night,  when  it 
was  agreed,  almost  unanimously  (only  two  members  voting  in  the  nega- 
tive), there  was  left  to  us  nothing  but  the  sad  determination  of  surren- 
dering ourselves  prisoners  of  war  to  the  enemy  at  Beverly.  The  two 
members  who  voted  in  the  negative,  whilst  they  did  so,  stated  that  they 
considered  our  chances  of  escape  very  slim,  to  which  I  replied  that  if 
I  thought  them  as  good  as  slim  I  should  certainly  not  entertain  the 
idea  of  surrendering  tbr  one  moment,  and  that  I  was  perfectly  convinced 
that  an  attempt  on  our  part  to  escape  would  sacrifice  by  starvation  a 
large  number  of  the  lives  of  the  command.  I  now  dispatched  a  mes- 
senger to  Beverly,  which  was  distant  some  six  miles,  with  a  note  of 
which  the  followiug  is  the  substance: 

HEADQUARTERS  AT  Mk.  Kettle's  Farm  House,  July  12,  1861. 
To  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Northern  Forces,  Beverly,  Fa. : 
Sir:  Owiug  to  the  reduced  and  almost  famished  condition  of  the  force  now  here 
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I  have  only  to  oak  that  they  receive  at  your 
era  have  invariably  received  from  the  South. 
I  am,  air,  your  obedient  servant,  JOHN  PEGKAM, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  P.  A.  C.  8.,  ' 


Between  7  and  8  o'clock  next  morning  two  officers  of  General  McClel- 
land staff  arrived  with  bis  reply,  of  which  the  following  is  an  exact  copy : 

Headquarters  Department  or  the  Ohio, 

Beterly,  Va.,  July  13,  1S61. 

John  Pkoram,  Em., 

Styling  himself  Lieutenant- Colonel,  P.  A.  C.  8. : 

Sib  :  Tour  communication,  dated  yesterday,  proposing  to  surrender  as  prisoners  of 
war  the  force  assembled  under  your  command,  has  been  delivered  to  me.  As  com- 
mander of  this  department  I  will  receive  you,  your  officers  and  men,  as  prisoners,  and 
I  will  treat  you  and  them  with  the  kindness  due  to  prisoners  of  war,  but  it  is  not  hi 
my  power  to  relieve  you  or  them  from  any  disabilities  incurred  by  taking  arms  against 
the  United  States. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major- General,  U.  8.  Army,  Commanding  Department. 

I  replied  to  Major  Williams,  TJ.  S.  Army,  the  bearer  of  this  letter,  who 
told  me  that  General  McOlellau  had  with  him  at  Beverly  a  force  of  three 
thousand  men,  that  I  was  in  no  condition  to  dictate  terms,  and  was 
obliged  to  accept  those  of  his  general.  I  then  formed  the  companies, 
and  found  that  one  officer  and  about  forty  men  had  left  during  the  night. 
I  now  found  my  force  to  be  twenty-two  officers  and  three  hundred  and 
fifty-nine  men  of  Colonel  Heck's  regiment,  and  eight  officers  and  one 
hundred  and  sixty-six  men  of  my  own  (the  Twentieth)  regiment  With 
these  I  marched  towards  Beverly.  On  the  way  we  were  met  by  wagons 
containing  hard  bread  for  my  men.  On  arriving  at  Beverly  we  stacked 
arms.  Our  men  were  at  once  put  into  comfortable  quarters,  under  charge 
of  a  guard,  and  rations  issued  to  them.  The  officers  are  on  their  parole, 
with  the  liberties  of  the  town.  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  return  my  thanks 
and  the  thanks  of  the  officers  here  with  me  to  General  McClellan  for 
the  kind  treatment  our  men  have  received  from  his  troops. 

I  have  now  to  bring  to  your  attention  the  gallantry  of  our  troops  at 
Hart's.  This  is  shown  by  the  mere  statement  that  they  held  their  posi- 
tion for  three  hours  in  the  face  of  a  force  ten  times  their  own  number, 
and  did  not  retire  until  they  had  lost  in  killed  and  wouuded  nearly  one- 
third  of  their  number.  Having  been  confined  to  a  bed  of  illness  ever 
since  my  arrival  here,  1  have  been  unable  to  find  out  our  exact  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded,  but  from  what  I  can  gather  it  is  as  follows  :  Killed, 
Capt.  William  M.  Skipwith  and  Second  Lieutenant  Boyd,  Twentieth 
Virginia  Volunteers,  and  between  40  and  45  men,  names  not  known. 
Wounded,  Capt  C.  H.  Irving,  Twentieth  Virginia  Volunteers,  severely : 
Captains  Curry  and  Higginbotham,  Colonel  Heck's  regiment,  and  8econd 
Lieut.  J.  8.  Dorset,  Twentieth  Virginia  Volunteers,  slightly;  and  about 
20  men.  Missing,  Captain  De  Lagnel,  C.  S.  Army,  known  to  be  badly 
wounded. 

I,  of  course,  lost  all  my  baggage  and  camp  equipage.  I  now  wish  to 
add  that  had  I  known  the  number  of  the  enemy,  and  their  means  of 
getting  to  my  rear,  which  all  of  my  so-called  reliable  woodsmen  informed 
me  was  impossible,  I  would  have  retreated  on  the  night  before,  cutting 
down  trees  on  both  sides  of  the  mountain,  thus  giving  time  to  General 
Garnett  to  retreat  by  the  way  of  Beverly  and  Huttonsville. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  not  less  than  thirty  killed  and  forty 
wounded. 

When  all  so  distinguished  themselves  by  their  gallantry  it  would  be 
invidious  to  particularize,  so  I  will  only  give  a  list  of  the  companies 
engaged  under  the  gallant  De  Lagnel :  Company  B,  Twentieth  Regi- 
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ment,  Lieutenant  Williams  commanding;  Company  D,  Twentieth  Regi 
n  it 'lit,  Captain  Skip  with  and  Lieutenant  Dorset;  Company  E,  Twentieth 
Regiment,  Captain  Irving ;  Company  B,  Colonel  Heck's  regiment.  Cap 
tain  Curry  j  Company  A,  Colonel  Heck's  regiment,  Captain  Biggin 
botham,  besides  a  detachment  of  twenty-one  men  from  the  two  regiments 
under  Lieutenant  Boyd,  Twentieth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers. 

Of  the  officers  with  the  companies  sent  to  re-enforce  Captain  De 
Lagnel  I  particularly  observed  Lieutenant  Branded  conduct  in  his 
efforts  to  rush  his  men  on  to  their  duty. 

Beverly,  Va.,  July  15, 1861. 

I  find  on  examination  that  I  have  failed  to  mention  my  whole  force  at 
Rich  Mountain  on  the  11th  instant.  It  was  about  thirteen  hundred 
men,  of  whom  certainly  not  more  than  three  hundred  and  fifty  at  the 
utmost  were  engaged  in  the  battle  at  Hart's  house.  As  I  placed  them 
there  myself,  I  am  positive  on  this  point.  The  whole  force  opposed  to 
me  was  nearly  ten  thousand;  their  force  engaged  at  Hart's,  as  before 
mentioned,  three  thousand. 

I  have  also  failed  to  mention  that  very  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
11th  I  made  two  most  urgent  appeals  to  the  chief  commissary  ntationed 
there  for  three  days'  rations  of  hard  bread  and  bacon. 

I  have  now  only  to  give  you  a  list  of  all  the  officers  who  are  prisoners 
here,  and  to  urgently  request  you  will  have  our  exchange  effected  at  the 
earliest  possible  day,  as  it  is  and  always  will  be  our  most  ardent  wish 
to  shed  the  last  drop  of  our  blood  in  the  defense  of  our  noble  cause. 

Lieut  Cols.  John  Pegram,  Provisional  Army  C.  8.,  and  J.  M.  Heck. 
Virginia  Volunteers ;  Capts.  J.  B.  Moorman  and  H.  Hall,  of  Colonel 
HeckV  regiment ;  Capts.  J.  M.  P.  Atkinson  and  John  C.  Coleman, 
Twentieth  Virginia  Volunteers;  Capts.  George  H.  Smith  and  J.  H.  Ev- 
erly, Colonel  Heck's  regiment;  First  Lieut.  John  Clark,  First  Lieut. 
A.  F.  Rice,  and  Third  Lieut  T.  M.  McCorkle,  Twentieth  Virginia  Volun- 
teers; Second  Lieut.  Miles  Harold,  First  Lieut.  M.  W.  Gamble,  Second 
Lieut  G.  S.  Harness,  Third  Lieut  P.  D.  Turley,  and  First  Lient.  John 
F.  Cowan,  Colonel  Heck's  regiment ;  First  Lieut.  A.  R.  H.  Ransom, 
Provisional  Army  C.  S. ;  Third  Lieut  William  fl.  Headspeth,  Twentieth 
Virginia  Volunteers,  First  Lieut.  George  Bean,  First  Lieut.  William  J. 
Hopkins,  Second  Lieut.  James  W.  Kee,  Third  Lieut.  Granville  J.  Dyer, 
First  Lieut  J.  C.  Calhoun,  First  Lieut  P.  M.  Terrill,  Second  Lieut 
James  P.  Payne,  aud  Second  Lieut.  A.  G.  McGriffin,  Colonel  Heck's 
regiment;  Second  Lieut  John  S.  Dorset,  Twentieth  Virginia  Volun- 
teers ;  First.  Lieut.  J.  S.  Bowman,  Second  Lieut.  J.  K.  Riser,  and  Third 
Lieut.  William  E.  Plecker,  Colonel  Heck's  regiment. 

Killed,  two  officers  and  between  forty  and  forty-five  men )  wounded, 
five  officers  and  about  twenty  men. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  PEGRAM, 
Lieutenant- CoUmel,  P.  A.  C.  8. 

To  the  Adjutant-General  op  the  Forces,  Richmond,  Va, 


No.  24. 

Report  of  Capt.  Pierce  B.  Anderson,  Lee  Battery,  0.  8.  Army,  of  the  en 

gagement  at  Rich  Mountain. 

Camp  Alleghany,  August  10, 1861. 

General  :  The  reports  made  by  Lieutenants  Statham,  Massey,  and 
Raine  of  the  parts  borne  by  each  of  their  detachments  of  the  Ix» 
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Battery,  at  Camp  Garnett,  near  Kicb  Mountain,  Va.,  on  tbe  11th  of  July 
last,  are  herewith  inclosed. 

The  report  of  Lientenant  Raine  shown  that  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  to  attack  ns  on  the  flank  or  in  the  rear  were  observed  on  the 
night  of  the  10th.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  the  observations  of 
the  night  previous  were  confirmed  by  information  from  a  wounded 
trooper  of  the  enemy,  who  was  captured.  Communicating  with  Colonel 
Pegram  early  on  the  morning  of  the  11th,  I  received  from  him  an  order 
to  take  a  gun  that  was  stationed  on  an  eminence  on  our  left  flank  and 
locate  it  suitably  on  the  turnpike  road  at  liich  Mountain,  about  one  mile 
and  a  half  in  the  rear  of  Camp  Gamett.  Capt.  J.  A.  De  Lagnel,  by 
orders  of  Colonel  Pegram,  took  charge  of  this  gun.  I  returned  to  the 
position  of  a  gun  one  mile  down  the  road  toward  the  camp.  Between 
1  and  li  o'clock  the  first  gun  was  fired  by  the  gun  on  the  hill.  When  1 
had  planted  that  gun  I  asked  Colonel  Pegram  if  he  would  not  have 
another  gun  there,  to  which  he  replied,  "No:  Captain  De  Lagnel  will 
send  to  yon  for  a  gun  when  he  needs  one.7'  Between  4  and  5  o'clock  I 
received  a  message  from  Captain  De  Lagnel  that  ho  needed  a  gun.  Im- 
mediately I  moved  rapidly  with  the  gun  to  his  assistance,  ordering 
Lientenant  Raine  to  bring  on  the  caisson.  Within  a  short  distance  of 
the  scene  of  action  one  of  the  wheel-horses  was  killed  and  the  other 
wounded.  After  this,  meeting  our  retreating  forces,  I  formed  them  in 
line  and  took  position  on  the  upper  side  of  the  road,  in  order  to  check 
the  advance  of  the  enemy.  After  being  thus  formed  Colonel  Pegram 
came  np  and  proposed  a  night  attack  upon  the  enemy  on  the  hill.  In 
attempting  to  execute  this  movement  Colonel  Pegram  advanced  some 
distance  beyond  the  position  of  the  enemy  on  the  hill.  As  we  proceeded, 
finding  that  we  had  lost  our  way,  I  stopped  with  Lieutenant  Raine  and 
some  others. 

It  was  now  raining  freely;  the  night  was  dark;  the  trail  was  zigzag 
through  thick  clustering  bushes,  over  large  logs,  and  often  steep  and 
slippery.  After  resting  a  few  hours  1  pursued  the  trail,  and  shortly 
•vertook  two  companies  of  the  column,  from  whose  captains  (Bruce  aud 
Jones)  I  learned  that  Colonel  Pegram  had  returned  to  camp  after  di- 
recting Major  Tyler  to  take  the  men  on  to  Beverly.  Being  now  about 
eight  miles  through  the  hills  from  Geueral  Garuett's  camp  at  Laurel 
Hill,  I  determined  to  attempt  to  communicate  with  him,  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  such  assistance  as  he  could  afford  us,  while  we  might  attempt 
to  unite  onr  forces  with  his. 

Taking  Lientenant  Raine  and  three  of  my  men  I  moved  rapidly  to- 
wards his  camp.  Striking  the  turnpike  road  near  his  camp,  I  perceived 
by  the  desertion  of  the  picket-houses  and  the  felbng  of  trees  across  the 
road  that  his  camp  was  evacuated.  Surrounded  by  foraging  parties 
of  the  enemy,  who  were  moving  about  in  different  directions,  I  was 
compelled  to  remain  in  the  mountains  of  Cheat  for  several  days  and 
nights  before  I  could  come  out  safely.  At  length  I  succeeded  in  doing 
so.  During  this  time  Lieutenant  Raine  and  my  three  men,  each  armed 
with  a  musket,  suffered  much  from  fatigue,  hunger,  and  thirst,  but  they 
were  prompt  and  fearless  in  the  discharge  of  duty. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  referring  to  the  conduct  of  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  Lee  Battery,  who  were  engaged  either  in  tho 
conflict  at  Rieh  Mountain  or  on  duty  during  the  several  days  preceding 
the  action  of  the  11th  and  on  that  day.  They  were  surrounded  by  an 
overwhelming  force.  Tho  guns  of  the  battery  were  widely  separated, 
from  one-half  to  two  miles  apart.  The  conduct  of  Lieut.  J.  R.  Massey 
and  the  men  under  him,  iu  defense  of  their  position  against  a  large 
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force  on  their  left,  and  their  retaining  it  during  the  night  of  the  11th 
until  all  hope  had  vanished  of  further  successful  resistance,  is  worthy  of 
all  praise.  Lieut  0.  I.  Baine  bore  himself  ou  all  occasions  with  calm- 
ness, prudence,  and  courage.  Lieut.  C.  W.  Statham  attested  in  the 
bloody  fight  on  the  hill  at  Rich  Mountain  that  he  did  his  duty  truly  and 
faithfully.  He  was  wounded  severely  in  his  right  hand.  Of  Capt,  J.  A. 
De  Lagnol  no  words  can  express  all  that  should  be  felt  or  known  about 
his  conduct  on  that  day.  After  nearly  all  his  cannoneers  were  either 
killed  or  wounded,  he  continued  to  load  his  gun  until  in  the  very  act  of 
bringing  a  cartridge  from  the  limber-box  to  the  gun  (having  then  only 
two  men  at  the  gun)  he  was  struck  by  a  minie  ball  and  rell.  Fortunately, 
however?  he  escaped  capture.  The  soldiers  of  the  Lee  Battery,  non- 
commissioned officers  and  officers,  have  done  their  duty  faithfully  dur- 
ing this  conflict. 

The  total  loss  of  my  men  and  officers  was  two  killed  and  ten  wounded 
— two  commissioned  officers,  two  non-com  missioned  officers,  and  eight 
privates.  Of  the  twenty-one  in  the  detachment  at  Rich  Mountain  a 
majority  were  either  killed  or  wounded.  The  number  of  prisoners  cap- 
tured by  the  enemy  of  my  men  was  eighteen,  the  most  of  them  severely 
wounded.  The  enemy's  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is  believed  to  have 
been  more  than  three  hundred.  The  loss  of  our  own  forces,  including 
the  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery,  is  believed  to  be  in  lolled  and 
wounded  seventy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PIERCE  B.  ANDERSON, 

Captain  Lee  Battery,  P.  A.  C.  8. 
General  3.  Cooper,  Adjutant  General,  0.  S.  Army. 


No.  25. 

.Xeport  of  First  Lieut  Charles  TF.  Statham.  Lee  Battery,  0.  S.  Army,  of 

the  engagement  at  Rich  Mountain. 

Rich  Mountain  Pass,  July  13, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  11th  instant,  by  your  order,  I  moved 
with  one  gun  and  a  detachment  of  twenty -one  men  to  occupy  this  pass  in 
Rich  Mountain.  We  took  our  position  about  1  o'clock  p.  m.  In  less 
than  two  hours  the  enemy  made  their  appearance  in  large  column,  six 
regiments  strong,  immediately  on  the  hill  south  of  the  pass.  We  re- 
versed our  gun,  which  was  pointed  down  the  pass,  and  prepared  to 
receive  the  enemy  in  the  direction  in  which  he  was  approaching.  In  a 
few  minutes  the  sharpshooters  of  the  enemy  commenced  a  fire  upon  us 
from  behind  trees  and  rocks  at  a  distance  ranging  from  two  to  three 
hundred  yards,  the  body  of  the  enemy  being  still  farther.  We  opened 
upon  the  main  body  with  spherical  shot,  which  1  cut  at  first  one  second 
and  a  quarter,  and  could  distinctly  see  them  burst  in  their  midst.  I 
knew  we  did  good  execution,  as  I  could  distinctly  hear  their  officers 
give  vehement  commands  to  close  up  ranks.  After  firing  this  way  some 
little  time  at  the  rate  of  near  four  shots  per  minute  we  forced  the  enemy 
to  retire. 

In  about  twenty  minutes  the  enemy  reappeared  in  a  column  of  three 
regiments,  advanced  briskly  upon  us,  when  we  moved  our  gun  a  little 
higher  up  the  opposite  hill  and  again  opened  upon  them,  and  with  our 
spherical  shot  cut  as  low  as  one  second  down  to  three-quarters.  After 
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firing  rapidly  for  some  time  the  enemy  again  beat  a  hasty  retreat, 
when  my  men,  including  the  infantry  not  yet  in  action,  rent  the  air 
with  their  shouts,  confidently  believing  that  we  had  gained  the  day. 
But  in  a  short  time  the  enemy  again  formed  and  renewed  the  attack 
with  more  swiftness  than  before,  and  soon  played  havoc  with  our 
horses.  These,  with  the  caisson,  ran  down  the  mountain  with  drivers 
and  all,  leaving  us  with  only  the  small  amount  of  ammunition  in  our 
limber-box.  We  then  limbered  and  moved  our  gun  near  a  small  log 
stable,  behind  which  we  placed  our  horses  for  protection.  By  this  time 
our  men  were  falling  fast.  Sergeant  Turner,  of  the  gun,  had  both  legs 
broken  and  shot  through  the  body ;  L  L  Mays  had  his  left  arm  splin- 
tered with  a  musket  ball:  Isaiah  Ryder  shot  through  the  head,  and 
died  instantly  ;  John  A.  Taylor  had  his  thigh  broken ;  E.  H.  Kersey, 
shot  in  the  ankle;  Lewis  Going,  wounded  in  the  arm:  William  W. 
Stewart,  badly  wounded  in  the  head  and  breast.  This  left  me  but  few 
to  man  the  gun.  Captain  De  Lagnel,  who  was  the  commander  of  the 
post,  having  his  horse  shot  under  him  and  seeing  our  crippled  condi- 
tion, gallantly  came  and  volunteered  his  valuable  aid,  and  helped  load 
and  fire  three  or  four  times,  when  he  was  shot  in  the  side,  and,  I  think, 
in  the  hand.  He  then  ordered  us  to  make  our  escape,  if  we  could,  but 
the  enemy  was  too  close,  and  his  fire  too  severe,  to  admit  of  safe 
retreat  to  many  of  us.  I  was  shot  through  the  right  hand,  and  am  now 
a  prisoner,  with  the  following  of  my  men :  Warren  Ourrin^B.  H.  David- 
son, James  B.  Greasey,  William  H.  Broyles,  and  R.  W.  Walker.  The 
rest  of  my  command  made  their  escape.  I  suppose  we  killed  and 
wounded  of  the  enemy  some  three  hundred  or  more. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  saying  that  my  command  in  this  fight,  both 
those  with  guns  and  those  in  the  artillery,  acted  heroically,  and  deserve 
the  highest  commendation.  Private  W.  H.  Broyles  was  the  last  to  leave 
the  gun,  and  pricked  the  last  cartridge  that  we  fired. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAS.  W.  STATHAM, 

First  Lieutenant  Lee  Battery. 

Capt.  P.  B.  Anderson,  Lee  Battery,  P.  A.  C.  8. 


No.  26. 

Report  of  Lieut  John  K.  Massey,  Lee  Battery }  C.  8.  Army,  of  the  engage- 
ment at  Rich  Mountain. 

Camp  Alleghany, 
Pocahontas  County,  Va.,  August  8,  1861. 

Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  11th  of  July,  1861, 1  was  stationed,  with 
one  gun  and  detachment  under  my  command,  in  a  gorge  on  the  left  of 
the  front  breastworks  at  Camp  Garnett,  near  the  Rich  Mountain,  in  the 
county  of  Randolph,  Va. 

On  the  morning  of  the  11th  of  July  you  notified  me  to  hold  myself  in 
readiness  for  prompt  action.  Between  10  and  11  o'clock  a.  m.  I  was 
informed  by  Colonel  Heck  that  it  was  your  order  that  my  gun  should 
be  moved  to  the  top  of  the  Stonecoal  Hill,  which  was  on  the  extreme 
left  of  the  camp  in  front.  I  moved  to  that  position  thereafter.  Discov- 
ering a  number  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  on  top  of  Rich  Mountain,  oppo- 
site Hart's  house,  about  one  and  a  half  miles  in  the  rear  of  our  breast- 
works, I  requested  Colonel  Heck  to  inform  Colonel  Pegram. 
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About  12}  o'clock  the  firing  of  a  gun  at  Hart's  Hill,  on  Rich  Mountain, 
commenced.  After  the  fire  of  that  gun  had  continued  for  some  time 
forty  or  fifty  of  the  enemy's  infantry  appeared  on  the  turnpike  road  in 
front  of  our  breastworks.  I  commenced  firing  on  them  as  they  retired. 
The  fire  on  the  Rich  Mountain  continued  for  some  time— between  two 
and  three  hours.  Shortly  after  its  cessation  the  enemy  commenced  chop- 
ping and  working  with  picks  on  the  ascent  of  the  hill  called  the  Sugar 
Hill,  on  my  left  While  this  was  going  on  we  heard  the  noise  of  gun- 
carriages  ascending  the  hill.  The  day  had  been  clondy  and  rainy.  The 
api>earance  of  the  sun  about  thirty  minutes  discovered  to  me  a  large 
body  of  the  enemy's  infantry  marching  along  the  side  of  Sugar  Hill  next 
to  me.  The  sun  was  now  about  an  hour  high.  I  commenced  firing  upon 
them.   The  enemy  were  evidently  thrown  into  confusion  aud  retired. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy,  I  have  been  informed,  in  killed  and  wounded, 
was  twenty-seven.  In  my  detachment  there  were  none  killed  or 
wounded.  The  men  under  my  command,  non-commissioned  Ulcers  and 
privates,  all  performed  their  duty  promptly  and  efficiently. 

Remaining  at  my  position,  between  2  and  3  o'clock  a.  m.  July  12  I 
was  ordered  to  spike  my  gun  and  retreat  The  companies  supporting 
my  gun  all  retired  from  the  hill.  At  length  a  man  came  up  the  hill  and 
spiked  the  gun,  being  ordered  to  do  so,  as  he  said,  by  Colonel  Pegram. 
I  then  returned  to  the  camp,  and  found  the  companies  in  camp  forming 
to  retreat.  Captain  Anderson  and  Lieutenant  Raine  had  gone  with 
Colonel  Pegram  and  a  portion  of  his  command  to  make  a  night  attack 
upon  the  enemy,  and  had  not  returned.  Lieutenant  Statham  had  been 
wounded  at  Rich  Mountain,  and  was  a  prisoner.  The  command  of  the 
company  devolving  upon  me,  I  ordered  the  musketeers  to  get  their  guns. 
1  marched  them  and  the  cannoneers  down  into  the  road,  and  finally 
eflected  our  retreat  with  the  loss  of  the  prisoners  taken  at  Rich  Mount- 
ain and  a  few  others,  in  all  amounting  to  eighteen  men. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  MASSEY, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Lee  Battery,  P.  A.  C.  8. 

Capt  P.  B.  Anderson, 

Commanding  Lee  Battery,  P.  A.  C.  8. 


No.  27. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Charles  T.  Raitie,  Lee  Battery,  C.  8.  Army,  of  the  engage- 
ment at  Rich  Mountain. 

Camp  Alleghany,  August  8, 1861. 

Sib:  On  the  night  of  the  10th  of  July,  1861,  I  was  stationed  with  a 

Sun  and  detachment  of  the  Lee  Battery  on  the  extreme  right,  in  front  of 
amp  Garnett  In  the  forepart  of  the  night  of  the  10th  you  brought 
to  the  support  of  my  gun  about  thirty  of  your  musketeers.  Immedi- 
ately after  dusk  chopping  of  axes  commenced  on  the  creek  leading  from 
the  gorge  near  which  I  was  stationed.  At  the  same  time  chopping  was 
distinctly  heard  on  the  mountain  to  the  left  of  Camp  Garnett.  This 
chopping  in  both  directions  continued  the  whole  night.  On  the  night 
of  the  10th,  about  12  o'clock,  you  called  my  attention,  awaking  me,  to 
the  sound  of  the  enemy's  bugle.  In  about  one  half  hour  we  heard  the 
roll  of  their  drum,  and  shortly  thereafter  another  sound  of  their  bugle. 
We  then  saw  on  the  ridges  lights  as  if  in  motion.   You  concluded  that 
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the  enemy  were  moving,  and  ordered  me  to  report  the  fact  to  Colonel 
Pegram.  I  did  so.  This  was  about  l.i>0  o'clock  a.  m.  Thursday,  the 
11th.  Colonel  Pegram  sent  Adjutant  Ransom  to  you.  I  remained  up 
with  yon  watching  the  movements  of  the  enemy  till  morning,  when  you 
returned  to  camp. 

About  9  o'clock  a,  m.  of  the  11th,  as  you  passed  with  a  gun  to  Hart's 
house,  on  Rich  Mountain,  you  ordered  me  to  change  the  position  of  my 
gun,  so  as  to  rake  the  road  and  the  ravines  coming  down  into  camp  from 
near  Hart's  house.  About  1.30  o'clock  p.  m.  the  fire  of  Lieutenant 
Statham's  gun  was  heard.  In  about  two  hours  or  more  you  received 
a  message  from  Captain  De  Lagnel.  Yon  immediately  took  the  gun 
forward,  and  ordered  me  to  bring  up  the  caisson  with  ammunition.  The 
gun  and  cannoneers  moved  at  a  rapid  rate.  Proceeding  on  quickly  t* 
the  turn  of  the  road  I  met  our  forces  retreating.  I  was  then  informed 
that  before  the  gun  reached  the  top  of  the  hill  one  of  the  wheel-horses 
of  the  gun-carriage  had  been  killed  and  another  wounded ;  that  the 
tongue  of  the  gun-carriage  had  been  broken  off ;  that  one  of  the  drivers 
had  been  thrown,  and  the  gun-carriage  thrown  down  by  the  side  of  the 
hill.  This  occurred  as  reported  to  me.  Tho  enemy  were  in  possession 
of  the  hill.  I  turned  the  caisson  around  in  the  road  and  brought  it 
back.  Proceeding  a  short  distance  back  I  found  our  retreating  forces 
had  been  halted  by  you,  and  that  yon  were  urging  them  to  go  and  retake 
the  guns  which  had  been  lost.  Tou  immediately  rallied  the  companies 
on  the  side  of  the  hill,  awaiting  tho  advance  of  the  enemy  upon  the 
retiring  forces.  While  in  this  position  Colonel  Pegram  came  up  and 
proposed  a  night  attack  upon  the  enemy.  We  advanced  under  Colonel 
Pegram  and  yonrsclf  toward  Hart's  Hill,  taking  a  route  through  the 
woods.  The  gun  under  my  charge  was  left  in  the  road,  as  hereinbefore 
stated.  The  caisson  was  sent  back  by  me  to  the  camp.  The  men  under 
my  command  did  their  duty  faithfully  and  promptly. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  L  RAINE, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Lee  Battery,  P.  A.  0,  8. 

Cap? .  P.  B.  Anderson, 

Commanding  Lee  Battery,  P.  A.  C.  & 


No.  28. 

Report  of  Col  William  C.  Scott,  Forty-fourth  Virginia  Infantry,  of  opera- 
tions on  the  day  of  the  engagement  at  Rich  Mountain.* 

General.  :  Being  informed  by  General  Lee,  at  Monterey,  shortly  after 
the  fight  at  Rich  Mountain,  that  a  court  of  inquiry  would  be  held  in  re- 
lation to  tuat  fight  and  the  evacuation  of  Colonel  Pcgram's  camp  at  Rich 
Mountain  and  General  Garnett's  camp  at  Laurel  Hill,  with  the  incidents 
connected  with  them,  and  intending  to  present  before  that  court,  when 
held,  evidence  in  relation  to  my  own  movements  on  the  day  of  the  fight, 
I  have  hitherto  omitted  to  make  any  report  on  the  subject;  but  presum- 
ing, from  information  derived  from  some  members  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment and  tho  length  of  time  that  has  elapsed  since  the  interval  referred 
to  occurred,  that  the  idea  of  holding  such  court  has  been  abandoned, 

•Without  date,  but  indorsM  as  received  A.  and  I.  G.  O.  April  16,  1862. 
18  B  R — VOL  II 
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and  anxious  that  Colonel  Pegram's  letters  and  General  Garnett's  orders 
under  which  I  acted  shall  be  preserved,  I  now  beg  leave  to  supply  the 
omission. 

In  obedience  to  orders  to  proceed  with  my  regiment  to  Laurel  Hill,  I 
left  Richmond  on  the  night  of  the  1st  of  July  last,  and  after  receiving  two 
orders  from  General  Garnett  on  my  route  to  hurry  on  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible, and  after  marching  my  men  seven  days  in  succession  from  Staun- 
ton, I  encamped  with  my  regiment  at  Beverly,  the  county  seat  of  Ran- 
dolph County,  on  the  night  of  Wednesday,  the  10th  of  the  same  month; 
and  it  is  necessary  that  you  should  understand  the  localities  of  Beverly, 
Camp  Garnett  (Colonel  Pegram's  camp),  and  Laurel  Hill,  with  their 
surroundings,  before  you  can  fully  understand  and  appreciate  the  re- 
mainder of  my  report.  1  will  here  insert  a  copy  of  a  diagram  drawn  by 
General  Garnett's  own  hand,  as  I  am  informed  by  Colonel  Corley,  who 
then  acted  as  his  aid,  and  sent  to  me  with  order  No.  5,  hereinafter  in- 
serted. I  have  only  taken  the  liberty  of  writing  on  it  my  own  position 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  fight  at  Rich  Mountain  and  the  position 
of  Huttonsville  and  Leads  ville  Church. 


Colonel  Pegram's  camp,  called  Camp  Garnett,  was  on  tlie  western 
slope  of  Rich- Mountain,  and  his  fortifications  faced  west  in  the  direction 
of  Buckhannon.  It  is  sixteen  miles  from  Beverly  to  Laurel  Hill  and 
eight  miles  from  Beverly  to  Colonel  Pegmm's  camp,  as  I  have  been  in- 
formed. As  you  proceed  from  Beverly  along  the  Buckhannon  turnpike 
towards  Colonel  Pegram's  camp  you  will  perceive  a  road  on  the  right, 
which  enters  that  turnpike  about  one  and  one-half  miles  from  Beverly. 
From  that  road,  which  is  a  county  road,  a  path,  indicated  by  dots, 
strikes  oft'  at  the  point  B,  and  crossing  Rich  Mountain  at  A  bends  to  the 
left  and  enters  the  turnpike  again  in  the  front  or  on  the  west  of  Colonel 
Pegram's  camp.  It  will  be  x>erccived  in  the  sequel  that  Colonel  Pegram 
expected  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  force  to  be  sent  by  that  path  around 
his  light  flank,  and  after  entering  the  county  road  to  get  into  the  turn- 
pike in  his  rear,  one  and  one-hall'  miles  from  Beverly :  at  least  such  was 
the  understanding  of  General  Garnett,  who  drew  and  sent  me  the  fore- 
going diagram. 
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I  have  already  stated  that  I  spent  the  night  of  Wednesday,  the  10th 
of  July,  at  Beverly.  Next  morning  early  a  messenger  from  General 
Garnett' waited  on  me,  informing  me  that  it  was  General  Garnett's  orders 
I  should  hasten  to  Laurel  Hill,  and  that  he  was  then  on  his  way  to  meet 
Colonel  Edward  Johnson,  who  had  left  Staunton  with  his  regiment  on 
the  previous  Monday.  Accordingly,  immediately  after  breakfast  I 
started  on  the  Laurel  Hill  turnpike  for  Laurel  Hill,  but  I  had  not  pro- 
ceeded with  my  regiment  more  than  three  or  four  miles  on  that  turn- 
pike before  I  was  overtaken  by  a  messenger,  who  delivered  to  me  the 
following  letter  from  Colonel  Pegram : 

Headquarters  Camp  Garnett,  July  11,  1861. 
CoL  Wm.  C.  Scott,  Forty-fourth  Virginia  Folunteera  : 


8ir  :  I  think  it  almoat  certain  that  the  enemy  are  workiug  their  way  around  my 
right  flank,  to  come  into  this  turnpike  one  and  one-half  miles  this  side  of  Beverly.  I 
would  suggest  you  place  your  regiment  in  position  on  that  road,  and  take  with  you 
the  two  pieces  of  artillery  at  Leadsville  Church.  I  have  cavalry  scouting  between 
this  and  that  road,  and  will  re-enforce  you  as  soon  as  I  get  information  of  the  approach 
of  the  enemy.  I  shall  at  once  write  a  letter  to  General  Garnett,  informing  him  of  my 
opinion  as  to  the  movements  of  the  enemy  and  of  the  request  I  have  made  of  you.  I 
need  not  tell  you  how  fatal  it  would  be  to  have  the  enemy  in  our  rear,  as  it  would 
entirely  cut  off  our  supplies. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  PEGRAM, 


After  delivering  this  letter  the  messenger  dashed  on  to  Laurel  Hill. 
This  letter  was  read  to  most  of  my  officers  and  to  Mr.  John  N.  Hughes, 
who  resided  in  Beverly,  with  whom  I  had  become  acquainted  in  the 
late  Virginia  Convention,  and  who  had  expressed  a  determination  to 
join  my  regiment.  He  said  he  was  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  road 
on  which  Colonel  Pegram  desired  me  to  take  position.  What  was  I  to 
do  t  The  exigency  was  pressing.  If  the  enemy  should  get  to  Colonel 
Pegram'a  rear  and  get  possession  of  Beverly,  where  all  our  quartermaster 
and  commissary  stores,  &c.,  were  deposited,  both  Colonel  Pegram  and 
General  Garnett  would  be  compelled  to  retreat,  for  an  army  cannot  live 
without  supplies.  I  conld  not  wait  to  send  to  Laurel  Hill,  twelve  or 
thirteen  miles  distant,  for  orders,  for,  were  I  to  do  so,  from  the  character 
of  Colonel  Pegram's  letter  I  believed  the  enemy  would  get  into  the  Buck- 
hannon  turnpike  before  me,  for  that  letter  says:  "  It  is  almost  certain 
that  the  enemy  are  working  their  way  around  my  right  flank  to  get  into 
this  turnpike  one  and  a  half  miles  this  side  of  Beverly."  "  Are  working 
their  way  n  being  in  the  present  tense,  I  supposed  the  enemy  were  already 
on  their  march  by  that  route,  hence  I  did  not  hesitate  as  to  the  course 
I  should  pursue.  Having  no  writing  materials,  I  seut  Captain  Shelton 
and  Sergeant  Spindle  to  Leadsville  Chnrch,  about  three  or  four  miles  in 
advanceof  me,  for  the  two  pieces  of  artillery  spoken  of  in  Colonel  Pegram's 
letter,  and  for  the  Greenbrier  Troop  of  Cavalry,  which  I  understood  was 
stationed  at  that  place.  After  distributing  cartridges  to  the  men  I 
returned  to  Beverly,  and  then  took  the  Buckhannou  turnpike,  which  I 
followed  until  I  reached  the  point  at  which  the  county  road  referred  to 
by  Colonel  Pegram  enters  it  on  the  right,  one  and  a  half  miles  from  Bev- 
erly. At  that  point  I  took  position  with  ray  regiment.  While  there 
Captain  Shelton  and  Sergeant  Spindle,  who  had  bean  sent  to  Leadsville 
Chnrch,  brought  me  information  that  the  two  pieces  of  artillery  had  been 
removed  from  that  place  to  Laurel  Hill,  and  that  the  commander  of  the 
Greenbrier  Cavalry  refused  to  come,  on  the  ground  that  my  order  was 
not  in  writing.  The  messenger,  who  had  gone  on  to  Laurel  Hill  with  a 
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letter  from  Colonel  Pegram  to  General  Garnett,  also  returned,  bringing 
me  the  following  orders  from  General  Garnett : 

Headquarters  Department  N.  W.  A., 

Camp  at  Laurel  Hill,  July  11,  1861. 

Colonel  Scott, 

Commanding  Regiment  en  route  to  Isaurcl  H%ll: 

Colonel:  General  Garnett  directs  that  you  return  to  Beverly  and  take  up  the  posi- 
tion in  tho  Buckhannon  road  requested  by  Colonel  Pegrain,  and  defend  your  position 
to  the  last,  if  you  should  be  attacked. 

Very  rospeetfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  L.  CORLEY, 
Captain,  C.  S.  Army,  Acting  AMuttant  Adjutant-General. 

Takosoino  of  Captain  Moorman's  men  with  vou  from  Leads ville  Church,  and  inform 
me  by  a  mounted  express  of  any  movement  of  the  enemy  of  which  yon  are  positive. 
By  order  of  Genornl  Garnett: 

JAMES  L.  CORLEY. 

Captain,  C.  S.  Army. 

And  for  fear  I  should  not  know  the  point  in  the  Buckhannon  road 
which  Colonel  Pegram  requested  me  to  occupy,  General  Garnett  sent 
me,  with  the  order,  the  following  extract  from  Colonel  Pegram's  letter 
to  him,  viz : 

I  have  reason  to  believe  the  enemy  is  trying  to  work  his  way  to  my  rear  by  the  road 
which  comes  into  this  turnpike,  one  and  a  half  miles  this  side  of  Beverly.  I  have 
therefore  suggested  to  Colonel  Scott  that  ho  take  position  with  his  regiment  on  that 
road. 

Respectfully,  Ac., 

JOHN  PEGRAM, 
IAeutenant-Colonelf  .f  o. 

From  this  extract  and  these  orders  there  was  no  room  for  mistaking 
"  the  position  in  the  Buckhannon  road  requested  by  Colonel  Pegram." 
It  was  at  the  junction  of  (he  county  road  and  the  Buckhannon  turnpike. 
You  will  observe  the  stringency  of  these  orders.  They  gave  me  no  dis- 
cretion.  Let  us  analyze  them : 

1.  I  was  ordered  to  take  position  in  the  Buckhannon  road,  as 
requested  by  Colonel  Pegram. 

2.  I  was  ordered  to  defend  my  position  to  the  last,  if  I  should  be 
attacked. 

3.  In  case  there  should  be  any  movement  of  the  enemy  of  which  I 
was  positive,  I  was  not  authorized  to  use  my  discretion  whether  or  not 
I  should  leave  my  position  to  meet  or  counteract  that  movement,  but  I 
was  to  inform  General  Garnett  by  a  mounted  express,  and  of  course 
wait  for  orders. 

There  were  but  two  contingencies  on  which  I  should  have  felt  justified 
in  leaving  my  position. 

1.  If  Colonel  Pegram  had  requested  me  to  go  anywhere  else,  as  he  was 
the  commanding  officer  at  the  fort,  and  was  presumed  to  know  from  his 
pickets  and  scouts  more  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  than  any  one 
else,  and  as  I  had  been  placed  in  my  position  at  his  request,  I  should 
have  abandoned  it  and  gone  anywhere  else  he  desired  on  a  like  request, 
presuming  that  my  doing  so  would  meet  with  the  approbation  of  General 
Garnett 

2.  The  only  other  contingency  on  which  I  should  have  felt  justified  in 
quitting  my  position  was,  if  I  should  ascertain  by  any  means  that  the 
enemy  would  not  come  along  the  county  road  which  I  was  ordered  to 
guard  and  along  which  Colonel  Pegram  thought  it  was  almost  certain 
they  would  come.  I  heard  the  firiug  on  the  mountain  in  the  direction 
of  Colonel  Pegram's  camp.  Indeed,  it  had  commenced  before  I  had 
received  the  foregoing  orders.   It  was  at  first  straggling,  as  if  pickets 
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were  engaged,  as  I  presume  was  the  case.  After  a  while  it  became  more 
animated,  and  a  volley  could  occasionally  be  heard,  though  generally  it 
seemed  to  be  independent  and  at  will.  Ultimately  artillery  opened  and 
was  continued  with  great  animation.  I  thought  that  the  artillery  was 
fired  at  Colonel  Pegram's  fort  and  from  his  fort.  I  had  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  he  had  removed  any  of  his  artillery  outside  of  his  intrench- 
inents.  In  short,  from  the  tiring  of  the  artillery,  I  thought  that  the 
enemy  had  attacked  his  camp ;  but  was  that  any  reason  why  I  should, 
in  disobedience  of  General  Gamett's  orders,  quit  my  position  and  go  to 
the  firing  f  I  thought  not  For  if  the  enemy  were  working  their  way 
around  Colonel  Pegram's  right  flank,  as  he  thought  it  almost  certain 
they  were  doing,  to  get  into  his  rear  by  the  county  road  which  I  was 
ordered  to  guard,  I  thought  it  very  natural  they  should  make  an  attack 
on  his  camp,  either  a  bona  fide  attack  or  a  feigned  attack,  to  attract  his 
(Colonel  Pegram's)  attention,  and  cover  up  their  design  of  getting  to  his 
rear  by  the  county  road  aforesaid.  I.therefore  looked  for  the  enemy  by 
that  road  as  eagerly  after  the  firing  commenced  as  I  did  before. 

Again,  I  reflected  if  I  should  leave  my  position,  and  the  enemy  in  my 
absence  should  come  along  that  road  and  go  to  Beverly  and  destroy  our 
quartermaster  and  commissary  stores,  &c.,  there,  or  should  go  up  the 
mountain  and  attack  Colonel  Pegram  in  his  rear,  andlshould  be  arraigned 
before  a  court-martial  for  disobedience  of  orders,  what  defense  could  I 
make  f  I  would  say  1  thought  a  fight  was  going  on  at  the  camp  and  that 
my  presence  was  necessary.  But  the  j  udge-ad vocate  would  reply :  Did  not 
Colonel  Pegram  inform  you  in  his  letter  that  he  was  almost  certain  the 
enemy  were  working  their  way  around  his  right  flank  to  come  into  the 
turnpike  at  the  point  at  which  you  were  posted  1  Did  not  General  Garnett 
order  you  to  take  position  at  that  point  and  defend  it  to  the  last  if  you 
should  be  attacked  f  Did  he  give  you  any  discretion  whatever  in  regard 
to  leaving  your  position  t  On  the  contrary,  did  he  not  order  that  if 
there  was  any  movement  of  the  enemy  of  which  you  were  positive^  you 
were  to  inform  him  of  it  by  a  mounted  express,  and  of  course  wait  for 
orders  f  Did  not  Colonel  Pegram  inform  you  in  his  letter  he  had  cav- 
alry scouting  between  his  camp  and  your  position,  and  ought  you  not 
to  have  known  that  he  would  have  sent  for  you  if  he  had  wanted  you  t 
To  these  interrogations  I  could  only  have  replied  in  the  affirmative.  I 
repeat,  if  I  had  left  my  posit  ion  and  the  enemy  had  come  along  that 
way,  as  Colonel  Pegram  thought  it  almost  certain  they  would  do,  I 
would  have  been,  and  would  deserved  to  have  been,  cashiered  for  diso- 
bedience of  orders. 

Again,  it  occurred  to  me  if  I  should  go  up  the  mountain  and  before 
getting  to  Colonel  Pegram's  camp  find  men  fighting  in  the  woods— and 
it  was  nearly  all  woods  between  my  position  and  his  camp — upon  which 
party  should  I  direct  my  men  to  firet  There  was  no  badge  by  which 
frieuds  could  be  distinguished  from  enemies,  and  even  if  there  had  been, 
it  would  have  been  of  no  use  in  the  woods.  I  should  as  likely  have 
fired  on  friend  as  foe.  '  Should  our  friends  have  fired  on  me  by  mistake 
1  should  have  returned  the  fire,  and  thus  the  most  disastrous  conse- 
quences would  have  ensued.  In  such  case  both  the  public  and  a  court- 
martial  would  have  condemned  me  for  disobeying  orders  by  leaving  my 
position.  I  have  since  ascertained  I  was  right  on  this  point-  Our  men 
engaged  in  the  fight  on  Rich  Mountain  knew  nothing  of  my  position  nor 
of  my  presence  in  their  immediate  neighborhood,  and  many  of  them  have 
since  told  me  that  had  I  gono  up  they  certainly  would  have  fired  upon 
me.  Lieutenant  Statham,  of  Lynchburg,  who  commanded  our  piece  of 
artillery  in  the  fight  after  Captain  De  Lagnel  was  wounded,  has  informed 
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me  that  if  I  had  come  up  the  turnpike  that  day  he  would  have  riddled 
my  regiment.  Had  I  been  furnished  with  a  guide  I  might  probably  have 
rendered  material  service  in  that  fight,  but  without  a  guide  I  was  as 
likely  to  do  as  much  damage  to  friends  as  foes. 

Again,  I  reflected,  my  position  is  occupied  by  me  at  the  instance  of 
Colonel  Pegram.  He  has  informed  me  in  his  letter  that  he  has  cavalry 
scouting  between  his  camp  and  my  position,  and  if  he  needs  me  else- 
where he  will  certainly  inform  me  of  it. 

From  these  considerations  I  did  not  think  proper  to  disobey  General 
Garnettfs  orders  and  leave  my  position,  unless  I  should  get  some  mes- 
sage from  Colonel  Pegram  that  he  desired  me  to  do  so.  Although  I 
constantly  looked  for  the  enemy  on  the  county  road  along  which  it  was 
almost  certain  they  would  come,  yet  I  as  eagerly  looked  for  a  message 
from  Colonel  Pegram  by  some  of  the  cavalry,  which  he  informed  me 
were  scouting  between  his  camp  and  my  position.  But  getting  no  such 
message  or  any  information  from  the  fight,  and  becoming  impatient,  I 
determined  to  send  a  messenger  myself.  I  therefore  ordered  Mr.  John 
N.  H ughes,  who  volunteered  for  that  purpose,  to  go  to  Colonel  Pegram, 
and  know  from  him  whether  or  not  he  wished  my  services  at  any  other 
point  than  the  one  I  then  occupied,  and  if  so,  to  send  me  a  guide.  If 
not,  I  ordered  Hughes  to  bring  me  information  of  whatever  was  going  on. 

He  dashed  up  the  mountain  at  a  rapid  gallop.  I  awaited  his  return. 
At  length  I  began  to  think  it  was  time  for  him  to  be  back.  But  then 
I  recollected  he  would  have  to  go  more  than  six  miles  to  Colonel  Pe- 
gram^ camp  and  the  same  distance  back,  besides  finding  and  having 
an  interview  with  that  officer.  At  length  a  cavalry  officer  and  a  few  of 
his  men  came  down  the  turnpike.  He  announced  himself  as  Lieutenant 
Cochrane,  of  the  Churchville  Cavalry,  from  Augusta  County,  Virginia. 
He  informed  me  that  the  enemy,  to  the  number  of  four  thousand  or  five 
thousand  men,  had  come  around  Colonel  Pegram's  left  (not  his  right) 
flank,  and  were  then  engaged  fighting  some  three  hundred  of  our  men 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  the  rear  of  Colonel  Pegram  \s  camp,  and  be- 
tween my  regiment  and  that  camp ;  that  there  had  been  no  attack  upon 
the  camp  itself;  that  our  men  were  on  the  right  and  the  enemy  on  the 
left  of  the  turnpike  as  I  would  approach  the  camp :  that  our  men  had 
one  piece  of  artillery  in  or  near  the  road,  and  that  I  was  wanted  at  the 
fight 

Being  satisfied  then  that  the  enemy  would  not  come  around  Colonel 
Pegram'8  right  flank  and  the  county  road  I  was  ordered  to  guard,  as 
they  had  already  gotten  in  his  rear  by  coming  around  his  left  flank,  I 
determined  to  quit  my  position,  where  I  was  no  longer  of  use,  and  tak- 
ing Lieutenant  Cochrane  and  his  men  with  me  as  guides,  go  up  the 
mountain  and  join  in  the  fight  That  officer  readily  consented  to  ac- 
company me  as  guide,  and  I  put  my  men  in  motion  at  double-quick  time. 
But  for  a  detailed  account  of  my  march  up  the  mountain  and  down 
again  to  Beverly  I  refer  to  the  following  letter  of  Lieutenant  Cochrane, 
who  was  with  me  the  whole  time,  premising  that,  with  the  exception 
of  one  or  two  unimportant  particulars,  his  recollection  coincides  with 
mine: 

Monterey,  March  6,  1862. 

Col.  William  C.  Scott, 

Forty-fourth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers : 

Colonel  :  Your  letter,  dated  Powhatan  Court-House,  February  518,  requesting  me 
to  state  in  my  reply  what  occurred  while  I  was  with  yon  on  tbo  llth  day  of  July  last 
in  relation  to  the  Rich  Mountain  light,  has  just  been  received,  and  I  hasten  to  reply. 
I  was  sent  ont  with  a  squad  of  six  men  by  Captain  De  Lagnel,  who  commanded  our 
forces  engaged  in  the  fight,  to  bring  up  some  cavalry  that  he  had  fired  on  through 
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mistake.  In  going  down  the  turnpike  I  unexpectedly  met  with  your  regiment  drawn 
up  in  the  road  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Beverly.  I  told  you  your  regiment  wan 
needed  at  the  battle  which  wan  then  going  on ;  that  the  enemy  to  the  number  of  four 
or  five  thouaand  had  gotten  around  Colonel  Pegram 'b  left  flank,  and  were  engaged 
with  a  few  hundred  of  our  men  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  the  rear  of  Colonel  Pegram's 
camp ;  that  the  enemy  were  on  the  left,  and  our  men  in  and  on  the  right  of  the  turn- 
pike as  you  would  approach  the  camp ;  that  our  men  had  but  one  piece  of  artillery. 
You  asked  me  if  I  would  go  with  you  and  act  as  gnide.  I  consented.  You  instantly 
put  jour  regiment  in  motion  in  double-quick  time.  I  remonstrated ;  told  you  we  had 
to  go  between  four  and  five  miles  up  the  mountain  before  we  would  reach  the  battle- 
field, and  if  the  men  traveled  at  that  rate  they  would  not  be  fit  to  fight  when  they 
got  there.    You  then  brought  them  down  to  quick  time. 

In  going  up  the  mountain  we  met  with  several  men  on  horseback  who  had  been  in 
the  battle;  one,  I  recollect,  of  my  company,  who  bad  been  shot  through  the  foot,  and 
another  whose  coat  had  been  shot  across  the  shoulders.  The  latter  told  us  that  he 
was  aid  to  Colonel  Pegram,  and  that  Colonel  Pegram  had  been  killed.  Some  of  these 
men  turned  back  and  went  with  us  part  of  the  way  up  the  mountain,  but  they  all  dis- 
appeared before  your  regiment  stopped.  On  our  way  up  I  informed  you  of  the  death 
ot  Hughes,  and  you  requested  me  not  to  mention  it  to  your  men,  as  it  might  dampen 
their  spirit.  When  we  arrived  within  about  a  mile  of  the  battle  the  firing  ceased, 
and  in  a  few  momenta  a  loud  huzza  was  heard  coming  from  the  position  our  forces  had 
occupied  when  I  left  them.  You  asked  me  what  that  huzza  meant.  I  told  you  that 
I  was  fearful  the  Yankees  had  driven  our  men  from  the  field  and  captured  our  artil- 
lery, for  the  shout  came  from  about  the  place  where  our  artillery  and  fortifications 
stood.  You  continued  your  march  to  within  half  a  mile  of  the  battle-ground,  when 
I  informed  yon  that  it  was  unsafe  to  go  farther;  that  yon  could  not  with  one  regi- 
ment encounter  successfully  four  or  five  thousand  of  the  enemy,  with  the  advantage 
of  position,  fortifications,  and  a  piece  of  artillery.  You  halted  your  regiment ;  you 
ana  I  dismounted,  and  in  company  with  some  of  your  officers  passed  around  a  turn  in 
the  road  that  we  might  see,  if  possible,  how  thing*  stood  at  the  pass  on  top  of  the 
mountain,  when  we  did  see  more  men,  as  I  told  you  at  the  time,  exulting  and  shouting, 
than  Colonel  Pegram  had  in  his  entire  command. 

You  were  yet  unwilling  to  go  back,  but  requested  me  either  to  go  myself  or  to  send 
some  of  my  men  to  recounoiter.  1  told  you  I  would  not  go,  nor  should  any  of  my  men 
go,  for  I  was  perfectly  satisfied  as  to  how  things  ntood.  A  young  man  named  Lipford, 
of  your  regiment,  stepped  forward  and  proposed  to  go  if  he  could  get  a  pistol  and 
horse.  Thus  equipped,  he  went  off  np  the  road,  but  in  a  very  short  time  we  heard  the 
shout  from  many  voices,  "  Halt,  shoot  him,"  and  the  firing  of  several  guns,  and  then 
another  loud  huzza.  It  being  now  plain  that  the  enemy  had  either  killed  or  taken 
Lipford  prisoner,  vou  were  satisfied  that  I  was  right,  and  that  the  enemy  did  have 
possession  of  the  field.  You  appearing  still  unwilling  to  go  back,  some  of  your  officers 
suggested  that  as  the  enemy's  pickets  could  plainly  be  seen  around  the  fields  on  each 
side  of  the  road  in  which  we  stood,  if  you  went  forward  the  enemy  would  receive  you 
in  ambuscade,  whereas  if  you  went  back  they  would  probably  follow,  and  then  you 
could  take  them  in  ambuscade.  This  suggestion  being  approved  by  all  of  us  who  ex- 
pressed any  opinion,  you  marched  your  regiment  down  tne  mountain,  leaving  men  in 
the  rear  to  give  you  informatiou  of  the  approach  of  the  eueray.  In  going  down  in- 
formation was  brought,  you  that  the  enemy  were  in  pursuit,  when  you  put  your  men 
in  position  to  receive  them.  After  remaining  there  some  time,  and  the  alarm  proving 
false,  and  all  being  quiet  on  the  mountain,  you  returned  to  Beverly. 

Had  the  tiring  been  renewed,  I  know  it  was  your  intention  to  have  returned  to  the 
battle.  8hortIy  after  arriving  in  Beverly  you  had  a  private  conference  in  a  room  in 
the  hotel  with  Judge  Camden  and  Mr.  Berlin.  During  the  conference  I  consulted 
you  on  the  propriety  of  removing  the  military  stores  from  Beverly,  when  you  gave 
the  order  that  every  wagon  that  could  be  obtained  should  be  filled  with  them,  and  all 
the  prisoners  should  be  taken  out  of  jail  and  put  under  a  guard  of  your  regiment ; 
all  of  which  was  accordingly  done.  I  and  my  company  were  with  you  during  your 
retreat  as  far  as  Greenbrier  River,  and  acted  as  scouts,  and  am  free  to  say  that  the  re- 
treat was  conducted  in  good  order,  both  by  yourself  and  regiment — the  men.  worn- 
oat  by  continued  marching,  in  the  rear,  guarding  prisoners  and  tram.  During  the 
whole  affair  you  conducted  yourself  with  coolness  and  firmness  becoming  an  officer. 

JAMES  COCHRANE, 
IAeutenant.  Clmrchvillc  Cavalru. 

Some  of  those  we  met  in  going  up  the  mountain  estimated  the  enemy 
at  from  eight  to  ten  thousand,  and  it  turns  out  that  I  acted  wisely  in 
not  making  an  attack  uiM)n  the  enemy  when  I  went  up  the  mountain. 
Colonel  Pegrani  estimates  the  number  of  the  enemy  engaged  in  tho 
fight  at  three  thousand.    I  have  no  doubt  they  told  bim  so  in  Beverly, 
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Inn  I  have  as  little,  doubt  they  underrated  th*ri t*  si  length.  Colonel 
Pegram  did  not  see  the  enemy  engaged  alter  the  fight,  and  therefore 
had  no  means  of"  forming  a  eorroet  estimate  for  himself.  Lieut.  C.  W. 
8  tat  ham,  who  eommauded  our  artillery  in  the  light,  and  who  was 
wounded  and  taken  prisoner  on  the  field,  and  who  did  hare  an  oppor- 
tunity of  judging  for  himself,  and  others  who  were  taken  prisoners, 
have  informed  me  that  the  enemy  had  six  regiments  engaged,  under 
General  Rosecrans,  on  that  occasion.  As  it  is  said  that  Northern  regi- 
ments are  composed  of  twelve  hundred  men  each,  it  is  fair  to  presume 
that  the  six  regiments,  after  making  all  allowances  for  sickness,  &c, 
numbered  at  least  five  thousand  or  six  thousand  meu.  According  to  the 
estimate  of  my  adjutant,  I  had  with  me  on  that  day  five  hundred  and 
seventy.  What  chance  I  would  have  stood  with  that  number,  without  ar- 
tillery, in  an  attack  on  five  or  six  thousand  men,  or  even  three  thousand, 
flushed  with  victory,  with  choice  of  position ,  and  in  possession  of  artil- 
lery aud  fortifications,  every  one  can  decide  for  himself.  Every  officer 
and,  I  believe,  every  man  in  my  regiment  approved  of  the  course  I  pur- 
sued, aud  subsequent  reflection  lias  only  eon  firmed  my  conviction  that 
I  acted  wisely. 

It  may  be  said  that  I  should  have  renewed  the  attack,  with  the  ex- 
pectation that  I  would  be  re-enforced  from  the  fort.  I  had  heard  from 
one  who  said  his  name  was  Bacon,  aud  who  styled  himself  Colonel 
Peg  ram's  aid,  aud  who  therefore  ought  to  have  known  that  Colonel 
Pegram  was  killed  before  he  (the  aide)  left  the  fight,  and  I  concluded  if 
his  command  in  the  camp  would  not  or  could  not  re-euforce  a  portion  of 
their  own  men  when  eugaged  in  the  light,  aud  whom  they  knew  needed 
their  assistance,  I  had  no  reason  to  l>clicve  they  would re-enforce  me, 
when  they  did  not  kuow  whether  I  needed  their  assistance  or  not.  I 
believed  the  battle  to  be  over,  jis  far  as  Colonel  Pegram's  command  was 
concerned.  Had  the  light,  however,  been  renewed  by  any  of  them,  I 
should  unquestionably  have  gone  to  their  assistance,  and  so  expressed 
myself  at  the  time. 

It  is  especially  unbecoming  in  that  portion  of  Colonel  Pcgrara's  com- 
mand who  remaiued  in  the  camp,  and  who  took  no  part  in  the  fight,  to 
find  fault  with  me,  as  I  understand  some  of  them  have  doue,  for  not 
quitting  my  position  earlier,  or  not  renewing  the  attack  after  I  went  up. 
the  mountain.  They  knew,  or  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing,  that  the 
enemy  in  large  force  had  come  around  Colonel  Pcgram's  left  flank,  and 
were  engaged  with  a  small  number  of  their  own  men,  who  needed  their 
assistance.  I  kuew  none  of  these  facts  until  the  moment  I  started  up 
the  mountain,  nor  whether  our  men  who  were  eugaged  needed  my  as- 
sistance or  not.  If  they  say  they  could  not  leave  their  posts  without 
disobeying  orders,  I  say  I  could  uot  leave  my  post,  where  I  was  informed 
I  was  wanted,  to  go  to  a  place  where  I  did  not  know  whether  I  was 
wanted  or  not,  without  equally  disobeying  orders.  If  they  sent  no  mes- 
senger to  Colonel  Pegram,  I  did  send  a  messenger  to  him,  to  know 
whether  my  presence  was  wanted  or  not.  If  they  say  they  could  not 
leave  their  post  because  they  expected  the  enemy  in  front,  I  say  I  could 
not  leave  my  post  because  I  expected  the  enemy  by  the  right  flank,  by 
a  road  along  which  I  was  informed  by  the  commanding  officer  it  was 
almost  certain  they  were  coming.  If  they  say  that  with  one  thousand 
two  hundred  men  (for  they  did  not  lose  one  huudred  in  the  fight),  with 
artillery,  they  were  too  weak  to  renew  the  fight  with  so  numerous  an 
enemy  to  cut  their  way  out,  I  say  I  was  too  weak  with  less  than  half 
that  number,  without  artillery,  to  cut  my  way  in. 

It  has  been  said  that  I  should  have  gone  to  the  assistance  of  Colonel 
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Pegraui.  I  did  go  to  bis  assistance  at  the  very  time,  at  the  very  place, 
and  in  the  very  manner  requested  by  him  aud  ordered  by  General  Gar- 
nett. If  that  time,  place,  and  manner  were  not  the  right  time,  place, 
and  manner,  it  was  not  my  fault. 

It  has  been  said  that  Hughes  was  drunk  when  I  sent  him  to  Colonel 
Pegram.  This,  in  my  opinion,  and  in  the  opinion  of  those  of  <my  regi- 
ment with  whom  I  have  conversed  on  the  subject,  is  a  foul  slander  on 
a  gallant  man  and  a  patriot,  who  lost  his  life  in  serving  his  country.  If 
Hughes  had  been  drinking  at  all,  I  did  not  perceive  it  in  his  appearance, 
manner,  or  conduct. 

It  is  proper  I  should  notice  the  following  order,  which  I  received  from 
General  Garnet  t  some  time  during  the  day  on  which  the  fight  took  place: 

Hjudquarters  Department  N.  W.  A., 

Camp  at  Laurel  Hill,  July  11,  ML 

Colonel  Scott, 

Commanding  Regiment  en  route  to  Laurel  Bill : 

Colon k i. :  General  Garnett  directs  that  you  take  your  position  high  up  on  the  road 
indicated  by  Colonel  Pegram,  secrete  your  men,  and  cut  down  trees  to  block  up  the 
road  in  front  of  you.  If  you  are  forced  back,  block  up  the  road  as  you  go  and  defend 
every  inch  of  it. 

By  order  of  General  Garnett : 

JAMES  L.  CORLEY, 
Captain,  C.  8.  A.,  Acting  Auri$tant  Adjutant-General. 

If  you  have  not  axes  enough  to  block  up  the  road  with,  send  down  to  Beverly  for 
them. 

The  road  to  which  that  order  refers  is  the  county  road  I  was  ordered 
to  guard.  Candor  compels  me  to  say  that  I  do  not  recollect  distinctly 
the  time  at  which  that  order  was  received.  I  know  it  was  not  received 
before  I  sent  Hughes  as  a  messenger  to  Colonel  Pegram.  I  am  satisfied 
it  was  received  after  Lieutenant  Cochrane  came  to  me  from  the  mount- 
ain, and  I  believe  I  received  it  after  I  returned  from  the  mountain  and 
reached  Beverly.  If  I  received  it  after  I  sent  Hughes  to  Colonel 
Pegram,  and  before  I  went  up  the  mountain,  I  doubtless  did  not  obey 
it,  because  I  was  anxious  to  hear  from  Colonel  Pegram;  and  to  go  high 
up  the  county  road  and  secrete  my  men  would  place  it  out  of  my  power 
to  reach  him  in  time  to  render  him  auy  assistance  in  case  he  should  re- 
quest my  presence  on  the  mountain.  If  I  received  it,  as  I  am  satisfied 
I  did,  after  Lieutenant  Cochrane  came  to  me,  I  did  not  obey  it,  because 
I  had  ascertained  from  that  ofticer  and  his  men  that  the  enemy  would 
not  come  along  that  road,  as  they  bad  already  come  around  Colonel 
Pegram's  left  flank.  But  whenever  received,  it  made  but  little  or  no 
impression  upon  me,  as  I  deemed  it  folly  to  be  executed  at  that  time. 
My  decided  impression  is,  however,  that  I  received  it  after  my  return 
to  Beverly,  and  late  in  the  evening,  while  annoyed  by  a  crowd. 

My  retreat —  Why  I  did  not  fortify  Cheat  Mountain,  dc. — On  arriving 
at  Beverly  I  was  immediately  surrounded  by  a  crowd  of  citizens  and 
others.  Seeing  among  them  Mr.  George  W.  Berlin,  with  whom  I  had 
been  acquainted  in  the  Convention,  and  Judge  Camden,  a  member  of 
the  Provisional  Congress,  I  requested  an  interview  with  them  in  a  pri- 
vate room  in  the  hotel.  During  that  interview  Lieutenant  Cochrane 
consulted  me  on  the  propriety  of  removing  quartermaster  and  com- 
missary stores  from  Beverly,  and  I  ordered  him  to  get  all  the  wagons 
that  could  be  procured  and  fill  them  with  those  stores,  aud  take  out  of 
jail  some  twenty  prisouers  aud  place  them  uuder  a  guard  of  my  regi- 
ment. I  consulted  Mr.  Berlin  and  Judge  Camden  as  to  the  course  1 
should  pursue,  and  our  interview  ended  by  my  determination  to  go  to 
Laurel  Hill  with  my  regiment  that  night ;  but  on  going  into  the  street 
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in  which  I  left  my  regiment  I  found  it  had  gone  towards  Huttonsville, 
the  opposite  direction  to  that  of  Laurel  Hill,  some  one  having  informed 
my  lien  tenant- colonel  it  was  my  wish  he  should  go  that  way.  I  mounted 
my  horse,  dashed  off  at  a  rapid  rate,  and  overtook  it  between  one  and 
two  miles  from  Beverly,  and  turned  it  back  in  the  direction  of  Laurel 
Hill ;  1  mt-  on  reaching  Beverly  I  saw  two  men,  who  informed  me  that 
they  were  just  from  Laurel  Hill,  that  General  Garnett  himself  was  on 
the  retreat,  and  that  he  had  ordered  his  tents  to  be  struck  for  that  pur- 
pose before  they  left  his  camp.  This  changed  my  programme.  I  saw 
no  use  in  going  to  General  Garnett,  as  I  would  only  serve  to  encumber 
his  retreat.  I  therefore  determined  to  retreat  myself,  and  accordingly 
left  Beverly,  I  suppose,  between  10  and  11  o'clock  that  night 

The  night  was  dark,  rainy,  and  dismal ;  the  roads  were  muddy.  My 
wagons,  with  those  loaded  with  our  quartermaster  and  commissary 
stores,  munitions  of  war,  &c,  constituted  a  train  one,  two,  or  three  miles 
in  length.  My  regiment  marched  in  the  rear  to  protect  them  from  at- 
tack. When  one  stopped  all  behind  it  stopped,  and  my  regiment  also ; 
consequently  my  progress  was  slow.  After  getting  about  two  or  three 
miles  from  Beverly  I  was  overtaken  by  a  messenger  from  General  Gar- 
nett with  the  following  order,  which  I  read  by  the  lantern  which  the 
guard  carried  with  the  prisoners : 


ters  Department  N.  W.  A., 
Camp  at  Laurel  Hill,  July  11,  1881. 
Colonel  Scott, 

Commanding  Regiment  en  route  to  Laurel  HUl : 

Coloxel  :  I  am  directed  by  General  Garnett  to  furnish  you  with  the  incloeed  sketchy 


to  say  that  he  wishes  you  to  march  ail  night,  if  necessary  to  attain  the  point 
on  the  sketch,  and  to  block  up  the  path  so  far  towards  A  as  yon  can,  and  the  road 
towards  C.    If  the  enemy  should  have  reached  the  point  A,  then  block  up  as  much  as 
you  can. 
By  order  of  General  Garnett: 

JAMES  L.  CORLEY, 
Captain,  C.  S.  A.,  Acting  Anistant  Adjutant-General. 

The  inclosed  sketch  to  which  he  refers  was  the  diagram,  a  copy  of  which 
is  inserted  above  [p.  274].  Your  honor  cannot  fully  understand  this 
order  unless  you  read  it  in  connection  with  the  diagram.  If  you  will  turn 
to  it  you  will  see  I  was  not  directed  to  blockade  the  Buckbannon  turnpike, 
leading  from  Colonel  Pegram's  camp  to  Beverly,  but  that  portion  of  the 
county  road  I  had  been  ordered  to  guard  which  extends  from  B  to  C, 
and  the  path  which  struck  off  from  that  county  road  from  B  to  the  poiut 
A  where  it  crossed  the  mountain.  I  saw  at  once  the  mistake  under  which 
General  Garnett  was  laboring.  He  had  heard  of  the  fight  at  Rich  Mount- 
ain, and  from  Colonel  Pegram's  letter  to  him  in  the  morning  he  believed 
that  the  enemy  had  gotten  to  Colonel  Pegram's  rear  by  turning  his  right 
flank,  and  coming  along  that  path  and  county  road  would  still  continue 
to  come  that  way.  Now  I  knew  they  had  not  come  that  way,  but  had 
come  around  Colonel  Pegram's  left  flank.  I  deemed  it,  therefore,  an  act 
of  supreme  folly  to  turn  my  regiment  back  at  12  o'clock  at  night,  and 
march  all  uight,  and  next  day  commence  blockading  a  path  and  road  in 
which  I  knew  no  enemy  had  put  his  foot  and  no  enemy  would  put  his 
foot.  Besides,  as  neither  artillery  or  cavalry  could  get  over  the  mount- 
ain by  that  path,  of  what  use  was  it  to  blockade  it  on  this  side  of  the 
mountain  against  infantry,  which  could  easily  get  around  the  blockade? 

Again,  I  reflected  if  I  should  obey  General  Garnett's  orders  it  would 
almost  certainly  insure  the  loss  of  my  whole  command.  It  would 
probably  take  me  all  night  to  reach  the  point  B,  and  later  in  the  day  to 
climb  the  mountain  and  reach  the  point  A.   This  point  A  was  but  a 
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short  distance  from  the  place  where  the  fight  occurred,  and  where  I 
understood  the  enemy  would  bivouac  that  night.  As  soon  as  the  trees 
should  begin  to  fall  they  would  be  heard  by  the  enemy,  their  pickets 
or  scouts,  and  almost  immediately  it  would  be  ascertained  that  a  regi- 
ment was  blockading  the  path.  In  that  case  all  that  the  enemy  would 
have  to  do  would  be  to  come  down  the  Buckhannon  turnpike  leading 
to  Beverly  with  their  piece  of  artillery  until  they  should  reach  the 
county  road  I  was  ordered  to  guard  that  day  and  go  up  that  road  until 
they  should  reach  the  path  I  was  blockading.  What  then  would  be  my 
situation,  blocked  up  in  front  by  my  fallen  trees  and  hemmed  in  the 
rear  by  an  overwhelming  enemy  T  I  therefore  told  the  messenger  who 
brought  me  the  order  to  tell  General  Garnett  that  he  was  mistaken  in 
supposing  the  enemy  had  gotten  to  Colonel  Pegram's  rear  by  the  path 
and  road  he  had  ordered  me  to  blockade,  for  that  they  had  come  around 
Colonel  Pegram's  left  flank :  that  I  should  probably  lose  my  whole 
command  if  I  were  to  obey  his  order,  and  that  therefore  I  should  continue 
my  retreat  I  have  since  seen  Colonel  Corley,  General  Garnett's  aide, 
who  wrote  that  order,  and  he  informed  me  I  was  right  in  supposing 
that  when  that  order  was  given  General  Garnett  was  under  the  belief 
the  enemy  had  gotten  to  Colonel  Pegram's  rear  by  the  path  and  county 
road  aforesaid  and  would  continue  to  come  that  way. 

I  have  been  charged  with  blockading  a  part  of  the  turnpike  between 
Laurel  Hill  and  Beverly,  which  prevented  General  Garnett's  retreat  by 
that  town.  The  charge  is  false.  No  road  was  blockaded  by  me.  No 
tree  was  cut  by  my  orders  or  by  my  regiment  anywhere. 

On  arriving  next  morning  near  the  Jeff.  Davis  Hotel,  a  log  tavern, 
seven  miles  from  Beverly,  I  was  overtaken  by  another  messenger  from 
General  Garnett  with  the  following  order : 

July  11,  1861. 

Colonel  Scott: 

General  Garnett  directs  that  you  endeavor  to  keep  the  enemy  in  cheek  on  the  other 
side  of  Beverly  until  daylight.  If  you  are  forced  back,  send  me  a  mounted  expressman 
stating  the  facts.  JAMES  L.  CORLEY, 

Captain,  C.  S.  A.,  Acting  Auiistanl  Adjutant-General 

As  it  was  already  sunrise  when  I  received  this  order,  and  I  was  nearly 
seven  miles  from  Beverly,  its  execution  was  impracticable.  In  answer 
to  it  I  wrote  a  long  note  with  a  pencil  on  a  fence  rail  to  General  Garnett, 
and  sent  it  by  the  same  messenger  who  brought  me  the  order. 

On  arriving  at  Huttonsville,  eleven  and  a  quarter  miles  from  Beverly, 
I  halted  my  regiment  for  breakfast  While  there  I  was  joined  by  Major 
Tyler  with  a  few  companies  from  the  Twentieth  (Colonel  Pegram's) 
Regiment,  and  while  there  I  received  the  following  (the  last)  order  from 
General  Garnett: 

General  Garnett  has  conoluded  to  go  to  Hardy  County  and  towards  Cheat  Bridge. 
You  will  take  advantage  of  a  position  beyond  Huttonsville  and  draw  your  supplies 
from  Richmond,  and  report  for  orders  there. 

JAMES  L.  CORLEY, 
Captain,  C.  S.  Army,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

It  has  been  stated  that  I  was  ordered  by  General  Garnett  to  stop  on 
Cheat  Mountain  and  fortify.  There  is  not  a  word  in  this  order  about 
Cheat  Mountain.  General  Garnett,  as  he  ought  to  have  done,  left  it  to 
my  discretion  where  to  stop.  At  the  time  I  did  think  seriously  of  stop- 
ping on  Cheat  Mountain  and  fortifying,  but  I  abandoned  the  idea  on  the 
following  considerations : 

L  I  had  no  adequate  implements  with  which  to  fortify.  I  had  thirty 
picks,  ten  shovels,  and  ten  axes;  and  when  it  is  recollected  what  a  rocky 
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mountain  Cheat  is,  it  will  bo  seen  that  it  would  have  taken  a  long  time 
to  throw  up  the  most  ordinary  field  works. 

2.  I  thought  that  if  I  had  all  the  implements  I  could  desire  the  enemy 
would  be  upon  me  before  I  could  make  even  respectable  fortifications. 
My  men  were  worn-out  by  marching  nine  days  and  one  night  contin- 
uously. I  expected  the  enemy  to  pursue,  as  I  thought  he  ought  to  pur- 
sue. Why  should  he  not  ?  He  had  from  ten  thousand  to  twenty  thou- 
sand men  in  the  valley  which  lay  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  with  no 
enemy  there  to  engage  his  attention.  General  Morris  pursued  General 
Garnett j  why  should  not  General  McClellan  pursue  me,  as  I  was  encum- 
bered by  a  long  train  of  wagons  conveying  our  commissary  and  quar- 
termaster's stores,  &c.  f  Indeed,  information  was  brought  me  by  my 
scouts,  when  near  the  top  of  Cheat  Mountain,  that  the  enemy's  cavalry 
had  been  seen  between  Beverly  and  Huttonsville,  coming  in  our  direc- 
tion. I  therefore  expected  if  I  stopped  upon  the  mountain  the  enemy 
would  be  upon  me  before  I  could  make  much  progress  in  making  fortifi- 
cations, and  1  have  since  ascertained  I  was  right  in  my  opinion,  as  the 
following  letter  of  Adjutant  Willis,  of  the  Twelfth  Georgia  Regiment 
(who  was  sent  by  General  Henry  E.  Jackson  to  General  McClellan's 
camp  on  Cheat  Mountain  to  receive  our  men  who  had  been  taken  pris- 
oners on  parole,  and  who  there  met  Lieutenant  Merrill),  will  show : 

Camp  Bartow,  Va.,  November  21,  1861. 

Col.  Wii.  C.  Scott: 


Sis:  Yon  having  expressed  a  desire  that  I  should  recount  to  you  the  conversation 
which  passed  between  myself  and  Lieut.  William  £.  Merrill,  formerly  an  officer  of 
the  U.  8.  Army,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  at  this  time  a  prisoner  of  war  in  Richmond. 
Va,.  I  comply  by  making  this  statement  of  facts,  namely:  That  Lieutenant  Merrill 
said  that  had  Colonel  Scott's  regiment  attempted  to  mako  a  stand  on  Cheat  Mount- 
ain on  the  12th  day  of  July,  the  time  his  regiment  passed  that  point  on  its  retreat  from 
Rich  Mountain,  McClellan  would  have  bent  every  energy  and  employed  every  man, 
so  that  he  (Colonel  Scott)  could  not  have  held  it  an  hour,  and  not  only  that  he 
could  not,  but  both  his  regiment  and  Colonel  Johnson's  Georgia  regiment  would  have 
been  driven  therefrom  had  they  attempted  to  have  stopped,  the  enemy  beiug  in  such 
close  pursuit  that  there  would  nave  been  no  time  for  them  to  have  erected  even  light 
field  fortifications.  He  admitted  McClellan's  force  to  exceed  twenty  thousand  men. 
I  will  add,  sir,  that  Lieutenant  Merrill  is  an  old  friend  of  mine,  honorable  and  brave, 
and  a  consultation  of  the  Army  Register  for  the  year  1859  will  show  that  he  carried 
away  without  division  all  the  honors  of  his  class;  consequently  his  professional  opin- 
ion as  given  above  can  but  have  weight. 

Hoping  that  should  any  of  that  class  of  brave  fellow-citizens  known  as  critics  dis- 
pute the  policy  of  either  your  not  passing  or  Colonel  Johnson  not  advancing  on  Cheat 
Mountain,  this  unvarnished  recital  of  facts  may  be  its  refutation. 
I  am,  sir,  yours,  truly, 

EDWARD  WILLIS, 
Second  Lieutenant,  First  Infantry,  C.  S.  Army. 

P.  8.—  Lieutenant  Merrill  said  that  McClellan  and  staff  reached  Cheat  Mountain 
the  next  day  about  3  o'clock. 

I  passed  the  top  of  Cheat  Mountain  just  before  sunset  Friday,  the 
12th  of  July.  General  McClellan  and  staff  were  there  on  the  next  day 
(Saturday)  at  3  o'clock,  and  he  occupied  the  place  in  force  on  Monday, 
as  1  am  credibly  informed.  It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  had  I  halted 
there  I  should  have  been  overtaken  by  an  overwhelming  force  of  all 
arms  before  I  could  have  made  the  most  ordinary  defenses. 

3.  I  ascertained  that  if  I  were  to  stop  on  Cheat  Mountain,  and  could 
even  make  successful  fortifications,  my  position  could  easily  be  turned, 
and  the  enemy  could  get  into  my  rear  and  cut  off  my  supplies.  All 
that  they  would  have  to  do  for  that  purpose  would  be  to  leave  the 
Stauuton  turnpike  at  Huttonsville,  and  go  by  a  good  road  to  Hunters- 
ville,  some  thirty  or  forty  miles  distant,  and  then  by  another  road  thirty 
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miles,  where  it  intersects  with  the  Staunton  turnpike  again  at  Green- 
brier  River,  at  the  eastern  base  of  Cheat  Mountain.  By  doing  thin  they 
could  besiege  me  in  front  and  rear.  Nor  had  I  any  reason  to  expect 
that  in  the  mean  time  I  could  get  sufficient  re-enforcements  to  be  of  any 
practical  utility,  for  the  top  of  Cheat  Mountain  is  more  than  eighty 
miles  from  Staunton,  from  which  our  re-enforcements  would  have  to 
march  on  foot. 

For  these  reasons,  to  say  nothing  of  the  want  of  artillery  to  defend 
fortifications  when  made,  I  concluded  not  to  stop  on  the  top  of  Cheat 
Mountain,  but  continue  my  march  to  Greenbrier  River,  at  the  eastern 
base  of  the  mountain  and  some  ten  or  twelve  miles  distant,  where  I 
expected  to  meet  Col.  Edward  Johnson,  who  was  due  there  with  his 
regiment  that  (Friday)  night,  and  who  would  have  command  both  of 
his  regiment  and  mine,  and  leave  it  to  his  discretion  whether  or  not  to 
return  to  the  top  of  the  mountain  and  fortify.  I  did  so,  accordingly, 
and  met  Colonel  Johnson  the  next  day  (Saturday)  at  Greenbrier  River, 
as  I  expected.  He,  without  consulting  me  on  the  subject,  ordered  the 
retreat  to  be  continued  to  the  top  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  where 
we  met  General  H.  R.  Jackson,  who  continued  it  to  Monterey. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  SCOTT, 
Colonel  Forty-fourth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers. 


No.  29. 

Report  of  Col  W.  B.  Taliaferro,  Twenty  third  Virginia  Infantry,  of  the 

action  at  Carriers  Ford. 

Monterey,  August  10, 1861. 

Generajl  :  As  no  report  has  been  required  of  me  by  the  officer  (Col- 
onel Ramsey,  of  the  First  Regiment  Georgia  Volunteers)  who  succeeded 
to  the  command  of  General  Garnett's  force  on  the  death  of  that  officer, 
of  the  action  at  Carrick's  Ford,  at  which  my  regiment  with  a  section  of 
artillery  was  engaged  with  the  enemy,  I  beg  in  justice  to  the  officers 
and  men  who  were  with  me  to  make  to  you  a  brief  report. 

On  the  evening  of  the  12th  July  General  Garnett  bivouacked  at 
Kaler's  Ford,  on  Cheat  River,  the  rear  of  his  command  being  about  two 
miles  back  on  Pleasant  Run.  On  the  morning  of  the  13th  July  the 
command  was  put  in  motion  about  8  o'clock,  the  Thirty- seventh  Vir- 
ginia and  Colonel  Jackson's  regiment  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hans- 
borough's  battalion,  with  a  section  of  artillery,  under  Captain  Shumaker, 
and  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  under  Captain  Smith,  forming  the  advance: 
then  the  baggage  train,  and  then  Colonel  Ramsey's  First  Georgia  and 
the  Twenty-third  Virgiuia  Regiment,  constituting,  with  Lieutenant 
Lanier's  section  of  artillery  and  a  cavalry  force  under  Captain  Jackson, 
the  rear  of  the  command.  Before  the  wagon  train  (which  was  very 
much  impeded  by  the  condition  of  the  county  road  over  which  it  had  to 
pass,  rendered  very  bad  by  the  heavy  rains  of  the  preceding  night)  had 
crossed  the  first  ford  half  a  mile  above  Rater's,  the  cavalry  scouts  re- 
ported that  the  enemy  were  close  upon  our  rear  with  a  very  large  force 
of  infantry,  well  supported  by  cavalry  and  artillery.  The  First  Georgia 
Regiment  was  immediately  ordered  to  take  position  across  the  meadow 
on  the  river  side  and  hold  the  enemy  in  check  until  the  train  had  passed 
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the  river,  and  then  retreat  behind  the  Twenty-third  Virginia  Regiment, 
which  was  ordered  to  take  position  and  defend  the  train  until  the 
Georgia  troops  had  formed  again  in  some  defensible  position. 

By  the  time  the  Georgians  had  crossed  the  river,  and  before  some  of 
the  companies  of  that  regiment  who  were  thrown  out  to  ambuscade  the 
enemy  could  be  brought  over,  the  enemy  appeared  in  sight  of  our  troops, 
and  immediately  commenced  firing  upon  them.  This  was  briskly  re- 
turned by  the  Georgia  regiment,  who  after  some  rounds  retired,  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  orders  received.  The  Twenty-third  Virginia  and  the  artil- 
lery were  halted  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  below  the  crossing,  and 
were  ordered  to  occupy  a  hill  commanding  the  valley  through  which  the 
enemy  would  have  to  approach  and  a  wood  which  commanded  the  road. 
This  position  they  held  until  the  Georgia  regiment  was  formed  some 
distance  in  advance;  then  the  former  command  retired  and  again  re- 
formed in  advance  of  the  Georgians.  This  system  of  retiring  upon 
eligible  positions  for  defense  admirably  selected  by  Captain  Corley, 
adjutant  general  to  General  Garnettj  was  pursued  without  loss  on  either 
side,  a  few  random  shots  only  reaching  us,  until  we  reached  Oarrick's 
Ford,  three  and  a  half  miles  from  KalePs.  This  is  a  deep  ford,  rendered 
deeper  than  usual  by  the  rains,  and  here  some  of  the  wagons  became 
stalled  in  the  river  and  had  to  be  abandoned. 

The  enemy  were  now  close  upon  the  rear,  which  consisted  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Regiment  and  the  artillery ;  and  as  soon  as  this  command  had 
crossed  Captain  Corley  ordered  me  to  occupy  the  high  bank  on  the  right 
of  the  ford  with  my  regiment  and  the  artillery.  On  the  right  this  posi- 
tion was  protected  by  a  fence,  on  the  left  only  by  low  bushes,  but  the 
hill  commanded  the  ford  and  the  approach  to  it  by  the  road,  and  was 
admirably  selected  for  defense.  In  a  few  minutes  the  skirmishers  of 
the  enemy  were  seen  running  along  the  opposite  bank,  which  was  low 
and  skirted  by  a  few  trees,  and  were  at  first  taken  for  the  Georgians, 
who  were  known  to  have  been  cut  off;  but  we  were  soon  undeceived, 
and  a  hearty  cheer  for  President  Davis  having  been  given  by  Lieuten- 
ant Washington,  C.  S.  Army,  reiterated  with  a  simultaneous  shout  by 
the  whole  command,  we  opened  upon  the  enemy.  The  enemy  replied 
to  us  with  a  heavy  fire  from  their  infantry  and  artillery.  We  could  dis- 
cover that  a  large  force  was  brought  up  to  attack  us,  but  our  continued 
and  well-directed  fire  kept  them  from  crossing  the  river,  and  twice  we 
succeeded  in  driving  them  back  some  distance  from  the  ford.  They  again, 
however,  came  up  with  a  heavy  force  and  renewed  the  fight  The  fire 
of  their  artillery  was  entirely  ineffective,  although  their  shot  and  shell 
were  thrown  very  rapidly ;  but  they  all  flew  over  our  heads  without  any 
damage,  except  bringing  the  limbs  of  trees  down  upon  us.  The  working 
of  our  three  guns  under  Lieutenants  Lanier,  Washington,  and  Brown 
was  admirable,  and  the  effect  upon  the  enemy  very  destructive.  We 
could  witness  the  telling  effect  of  almost  every  shot. 

After  continuing  the  fight  until  nearly  every  cartridge  had  been  ex- 
pended, and  until  the  artillery  had  been  withdrawn  by  General  Gar- 
nett's  orders,  and  as  no  part  of  his  command  was  within  sight  or  sup- 
porting distance,  as  far  as  1  could  discover,  nor,  as  I  afterwards  ascertained, 
within  four  miles  of  me,  I  ordered  the  regiment  to  retire.  I  was  induced, 
moreover,  to  do  this,  as  I  believed  the  enemy  were  making  an  effort  to 
turn  our  flank,  and  without  support  it  would  have  been  impossible  to 
have  held  the  position,  and  as  already  nearly  thirty  of  my  men  had 
been  killed  and  wounded.  The  dead  and  severely  wounded  we  had 
to  leave  upon  the  field,  but  retired  in  perfect  order,  the  officers  and 
men  manifesting  decided  reluctance  at  being  withdrawn.   After  march - 
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ing  half  a  mile  1  was  met  by  Colonel  Starke,  General  Garnett's  aide, 
who  directed  me  to  move  on  with  my  regiment  to  the  next  ford,  a  short 
distance  in  advance,  where  I  would  overtake  General  Garnett. 

On  the  farther  side  of  this  ford  I  met  General  Garnett,  who  directed 
me  to  halt  my  regiment  around  the  turn  of  the  road,  some  hundred  and 
nfty  yards  off,  and  to  detail  for  him  ten  good  riflemen,  remarking  to 
me,  u  This  is  a  good  place  behind  this  drift-wood  to  post  skirmishers." 
I  halted  the  regiment  as  ordered,  but  from  the  difficulty  of  determining 
who  were  the  best  shots,  I  ordered  Captain  Tompkins  to  report  to  the 
general  with  his  whole  company.  The  general,  however,  would  not  per- 
mit them  to  remain,  but  after  selecting  ten  meu,  under  Lieutenant  Depriest, 
ordered  the  company  back  to  the  regiment. 

By  General  Garnett's  orders,  conveyed  by  Colonel  Starke,  I  posted 
with  that  officer  three  of  my  companies  on  a  high  bluff  overlooking  the 
river,  but,  finding  the  undergrowth  so  thfck  that  the  approach  of  the 
enemy  could  not  be  well  observed,  they  were  withdrawn.  A  few  min- 
utes after  these  companies  rejoined  the  regiment  Colonel  Starke  rode 
up  and  said  that  General  Garnett  directed  me  to  march  as  rapidly  as  I 
could  and  overtake  the  main  body.  In  a  few  minutes  afterwards  Lieu- 
tenant Depriest  reported  to  me  that  General  Garnett  had  been  killed. 
He  fell  just  as  he  gave  the  order  to  the  skirmishers  to  retire,  and  one 
of  them  was  killed  by  his  side. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  coolness  and  spirit  dis- 
played by  officers  and  men  in  this  affair.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Crenshaw 
and  Major  Pendleton  set  an  example  of  courage  and  gallantry  to  the 
command,  and  the  company  officers  behaved  admirably,  doing  their 
whole  duty.  It  would  be  invidious,  when  all  behaved  so  well,  to  dis- 
tinguish between  them.  The  gallantry  of  Lieutenant  Washington  was 
conspicuous.  After  the  6-pounder  rifled  piece  had  been  disabled  and  it 
was  discovered  it  had  to  be  abandoned,  he  spiked  it  under  a  heavy 
fire. 

It  is  not  my  province,  perhaps,  in  this  report  to  speak  of  officers  out- 
side of  my  own  command,  but  I  trust  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  bearing 
testimony  to  the  coolness  and  judgment  that  characterized  the  conduct 
of  Colonel  Starke  aud  Captain  Corley  during  the  whole  of  this  day  and 
afterwards  on  the  march.  These  officers,  but  more  particularly  the 
latter,  selected  every  position  at  which  our  troops  made  a  stand,  and 
we  were  never  driven  from  one  of  them. 

The  loss  to  the  enemy  in  this  action  must  have  been  very  great,  as 
they  had  from  their  own  account  three  regiments  engaged,  and  the 
people  in  the  neighborhood  whom  I  have  seen  since  report  a  heavy- 
loss,  which  they  state  the  enemy  endeavored  to  conceal  by  transporting 
the  dead  and  wounded  back  to  Belington  in  covered  wagons,  permit- 
ting no  one  to  approach  them. 

After  receiving  the  order  of  General  Garnett  I  marched  my  regiment 
tour  miles  farther  on  to  Parson's  Ford,  a  half  mile  beyond  which  I  over- 
took the  main  body  of  our  troops,  who  had  been  halted  there  by  General 
Garnett,  and  which  had  been  drawn  up  to  receive  the  enemy. 

The  enemy  did  not  advance  to  this  ford,  and  after  halting  for  some 
time  our  whole  command  moved  forward,  and  marching  all  night  on 
the  road  leading  up  the  line  of  Horseshoe  Run,  reached  about  daylight 
the  Red  House,  in  Maryland,  a  point  on  the  Northwestern  turnpike  near 
West  Union. 

At  this  last  pliice  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  under  General  Hill  was 
concentrated.  This  body  did  not  attack  us,  and  we  moved  the  same 
day  into  Virginia  as  far  as  Greenland,  in  Hardy  County.  After  seven 
days'  arduous  march  we  reached  this  place. 
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I  have  not  thought  it  proper  to  give  any  detailed  account  of  the 
b  of  our  troops  either  before  or  after  the  action  at  Oarrick's  Ford. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaut, 

W.  B.  TALIAFERRO, 
KjOurnei  vomag.  lwenvy-zniru  lxcgimenz  Virginia  v  OLumeers. 

General  H.  R.  Jackson,  Commanding  Monterey  Line. 

Casualties  in  Twenty -third  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers  at  battle  of 
Carrick's  Ford  :  13  killed  ;  15  wounded.   Total,  28. 

Casualties  in  Twenty-third  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers  at  Laurel 
Hill :  2  killed ;  2  wounded.   Total,  4. 


No.  30. 

Report  of  Major  General  George  B.  MeCleUan  of  sJdrmish  at  Barboursville. 

Beverly,  Va.,  July  10, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  To WN8END : 

One  of  Cox's  regiments,  8econd  Kentucky,  defeated  and  drove  600  of 
Wise's  men  out  of  Barboursville,  Cabell  County,  on  16th. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

M.a^or 'General^  Commanding. 

No.  31. 

Report  of  Major  General  George  B.  McGUllan  of  action  at  Soarey  Creek. 

Beveely,  July  19, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend  : 

Cox  checked  on  the  Kanawha.  Has  fought  something  between  a 
victory  and  a  defeat.  A  wounded  colonel  of  ours  taken  prisoner,  and  a 
possibility  of  having  lost  two  colonels  and  a  lieutenant-colonel,  who 
amused  themselves  by  a  reconnaissance  beyond  the  pickets.  Have 
ordered  him  to  remain  where  he  is,  and  will  start  as  soon  as  possible  to 
cut  Wise's  rear  and  relieve  our  credit.  In  Heaven's  name  give  me  some 
general  officers  who  understand  their  profession.  I  give  orders  and 
And  some  who  cannot  execute  them  uuless  I  stand  by  them.  Unless  I 
command  every  picket  and  lead  every  column  I  cannot  be  sure  of  suc- 
cess. Give  me  such  men  as  Marcy,  Stevenson,  Sacket,  Lander,  &c. 
and  I  will  answer  for  it  with  my  lite  that  I  meet  with  no  disaster.  Had 
my  orders  been  executed  from  beginning,  our  success  would  have  been 
brief  and  final. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-General 


No.  32. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Wise,  C.  8.  Army,  of  skirmish  July  16, 

ana  oj  action  at  ocarey  vreeh. 

Charleston,  W.  Vam  .Inly  10,  186J . 

General  :  This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Maj.  C.  B.  Dufficld,  who 
takes  to  yon  the  official  report  of  a  fight  with  the  enemy  and  six  pris- 
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oners,  including  two  colonels  and  one  lieutenant-colonel  and  two  cap- 
tains, and  a  member  of  the  late  Wheeling  Convention,  charged  with  trea- 
son. Major  Duffield  will  personally  give  you  details.  This  extraordi- 
nary war,  in  which  the  odds  here  are  multiplied  against  us  immensely 
by  domestic  enemies,  requires  absolutely  an  officer  of  high  intelligence 
and  responsibility  to  attend  to  prisoners.  Rigid  and  harsh  discipliue  of 
traitors  in  the  Kanawha  Valley  and  adjacent  counties  would  fill  ail  the 
jails  of  the  trans- Alleghany.  Dismissing  all  we  can,  from  policy  as  well 
as  necessity,  still  the  cases  are  very  numerous,  and  would  require  the 
greater  portion  of  my  time,  which  is  all  now  hard  pressed  upon  by  the 
enemy's  army.  The  traitors,  their  most  efficient  allies,  spies,  and  soldiers, 
too,  I  have  turned  over  to  Major  Duffield,  who,  since  early  after  my  ar- 
rival, has  been  examining  them  and  applying  the  law  to  their  cases. 
This  he  has  been  assiduously  and  laboriously  doing,  without  any  known 
mode  of  compensating  him  whatever.  He  is  not  or  military  education, 
and  I  therefore  could  not  promise  him  a  staff  or  line  appointment,  which 
might  be  detailed  for  this  duty.  Indeed,  we  require  double  the  number 
of  officers  we  have  for  military  duty  proper,  and  I  therefore  gave  Mr. 
Duffield  a  special  acting  appointment,  which  he  most  devotedly  accepted. 
I  beg  that  you  will  authorize  his  appointment,  fix  his  pay,  and  give  him 
a  proper  rank  on  my  staff.  And  there  are  two  other  descriptions  of  offi- 
cers doing  absolutely  necessary  service  for  whom  there  is  no  provision 
of  pay— first,  the  engineers  to  locate  the  sites  and  plan  the  construction 
of  works  for  defense,  and  the  scientific  explorers  of  mountains,  gorges, 
rivers,  passes,  roads,  &c.  For  the  first  I  have  employed  Colonel  Adler — 
a  Hungarian — a  man  of  consummate  ability,  science,  and  bravery,  and 
for  the  last  Prof.  Thomas  I.  L.  Snead,  of  William  and  Mary,  and  Lieut. 
J.  B.  Harvie,  of  the  Provisional  Army.  The  latter  has  commission  in  the 
Provisional  Army  and  the  former  are  treated  as  mere  employes.  They 
have  two  parties,  Adler  chief  of  both,  one  headed  by  Snead  and  the  other 
by  Harvie,  performing  very  arduous  and  hazardous  duties.  I  ask  au- 
thority to  allow  them  rank,  pay,  and  forage  for  horses,  with  pay  for  a 
limited  number  of  assistants,  say  six  to  each  party.  They  have  strength- 
ened us  far  more  than  all  the  militia  called  out  Another  unpaid  corps 
is  that  of  drill  officers,  without  whom  we  could  not  make  a  stand  or  a 
good  run  from  the  enemy.  The  companies  elect  their  officers,  the  drill 
officers  train  them,  and  then  stand  off  to  see  them  paid  and  win  honors, 
I  hope,  whilst  they  are  fed  only  and  transported.  Lastly,  Major  Duffield 
will  tell  you  how  much  we  need  artillery.  Do  send  us  two  rifled  sixes, 
two  12-pounder  howitzers,  and  allow  us  four  small  4-pounders,  which 
Major  Duffield  can  select  at  Gosport  navy-yard.  The  enemy  knocked 
over  one  of  our  little  iron  guns,  as  you  will  see,  in  the  late  fight.  We 
now  have  in  all  eight  pieces — tliree  brass  and  five  superior  iron  guns. 
The  enemy's  artillery  (rifled  cannon)  outfired  us,  doing  double  our  exe- 
cution. Welch  lost  his  life  spiking  our  disabled  gun,  thinking,  poor  fel- 
low, it  was  to  fail  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  not  surviving  to  joy 
in  victory.  Supply  us  more  ammunition.  The  force  I  sent  to  attack 
the  enemy  returned  yesterday  evening,  having  chased  him  to  his  in- 
trenchments  at  Pocotaligo  Mouth.  He  is  now  there,  about  three  thou- 
sand three  hundred  strong,  awaiting  re-enforcements.  We  are  threatened 
by  that  number  in  the  valley,  by  about  one  thousand  five  hundred  from 
Kipley  to  Sissonville,  and  by  forces  from  Weston,  Glenville,  and  Sut- 
ton, via  Summersville.  If  I  go  toward  Point  Pleasant  they  rush  on  Coal, 
on  Two-Mile,  and  the  Elk  and  Gauley,  and  if  I  move  out  of  the  valley 
in  any  direction  with  anything  like  an  effective  force,  they  rush  in  and 
take  the  valley,  and  if  I  stand  still  they  move  from  all  sides  and  shut  me 
19  k  b — vol  n 
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in.  By  all  means,  then,  hasten  on  re-cnforcemcnts,  arms,  and  ainmuui. 
tion. 

To-day  I  send  a  flag  of  truce  to  obtain  baggage  of  prisoners,  at  their 
request.  Colonel  Patton  is  doing  as  well  as  having  done  nobly  well  de- 
serves. His  arm  I  hope  will  not  have  to  be  amputated.  We  are  throw- 
ing up  breastworks  and  defenses  at  every  pass,  and  mean  never  to  be 
taken.  Haste  to  prepare  every  means  now  shortens  this  report. 
Most  respectfully, 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

General  8.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General 


Two-Mile, 
Near  Charleston,  Va.,  July  17,  1861. 

General:  Yours  of  the  11th  instant  was  received  last  evening. 
General  Garnett  was  mistaken  in  his  anticipations  about  the  enemy  not 
invading  the  Kanawha  Valley  and  in  his  apprehension  of  my  moving 
from  Charleston  direct  upon  Parkersburg.  We  are  now  on  both  sides 
[of]  the  Kanawha  as  high  as  the  mouth  of  Coal  River,  front  to  front  to 
the  foe.  He  has  about  1,600  approaching  Coal,  on  the  Guyandotte 
road ;  3,000  coming  up  the  Kanawha,  with  three  steamers  and  several 
heavy  pieces  of  artillery ;  1,500,  it  is  supposed,  on  each  side,  with  his 
artillery  on  this  side,  and  intending,  I  think,  to  concentrate  all  his 
forces  first  against  Coal,  approaching  and  threatening  the  post  at  Two- 
Mile  and  at  Elk  Mouth  by  the  valley  road,  and  at  the  same  time  by  the 
road  from  Ripley,  to  which  place,  and  ten  miles  below,  they  have  ad- 
vanced forces  from  Ravenswood,  Murraysville,  and  Letart  Falls,  and 
it  may  be  from  Parkersbnrg.  At  Coal  I  have  posted  900  efficient  men, 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Patton.  At  Two-Mile  and  Elk  I  have  posted 
in  all,  efficient  and  inefficient  forces — say  800  efficient — about  1,600, 
and  at  Gauley  Bridge,  Summersville,  and  the  Old  Mill,  on  the  Birch 
River,  in  all  1,000,  with  instructions  to  scout  towards  Suttonville,  where 
the  enemy  are  already  in  possession.  I  have  anticipated  General  Gar- 
nett, you  see,  in  this  movement.  I  cannot  re-enforce  him,  but  he  may 
me  by  the  road  leading  from  Huttonsville  up  Tygartfs  Valley  road  to 
Rackstone ;  up  that  fork  to  where  it  crosses  the  range  of  Rich  Mount- 
ain ;  thence  between  Grassy  Creek  and  Back  Fork  of  Elk  to  where  it 
crosses  Elk ;  thence  southwest  to  the  head  of  Laurel  Creek ;  thence  to 
the  head  of  Big  Birch  River,  and  down  the  same  to  the  old  mill  near 
there,  at  the  gorge  of  Birch  ^fountain,  in  my  outpost  from  Summersville. 

Now,  if  General  Floyd  can  re-enforce  Coal  River  and  General  Garnett 
can,  in  considerable  number,  re-enforce  Birch  and  Elk,  I  will  make  a 
diversion  that  shall  distract  and  defeat  the  enemy.  My  plan  of  de- 
fending the  valley  of  the  Kanawha  is  to  hold  its  head  and  Coal  and 
Elk  and  Two-Mile  and  the  head  of  summer  navigation  with,  say,  3,000, 
and  to  expand  outpost*  to  Barboursville  on  the  one  side,  say  1,000,  and 
to  Ripley,  California,  the  Forks  of  Elk,  Arnoldsville,  Sutton,  Old  Mill, 
and  Summersville,  say  3,000,  requiring  in  all  7,000  men  at  least,  if  not 
lo.ooo,  and  you  see  we  have  but  3,500  in  all,  facing  6,000  at  least  on 
this  and  the  other  side  of  the  Ohio.  We  have  now  10  small  pieces  of 
artillery— 6  iron,  3  brass,  1  made  at  Maiden,  private  property.  Our 
troops,  raw,  unequipped,  not  half  armed  and  accoutered,  untented,  out 
of  reach  of  clothing,  unofficeredj  unorganized,  yet  they  are  prime  per- 
sonnel and  fight  well.   I  have  tried  them  at  Ripley,  and  yesterday  my 
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aide,  Colonel  Clarksou,  with  Brock's  and  Becketfs  troops  of  horse,  about 
120,  thrashed  about  200  of  their  infantry,  charging  them  up  the  mount- 
tain  side  to  its  top,  driving  them  in  to  their  cannon,  and  killing  eight 
known,  with  the  loss  of  one  horse  only  killed.  All  we  want  is  your 
fostering  attention.  Give  us  arms  and  ammunition  speedily  and  I  will 
drive  them  into  the  Ohio  River  and  across,  and  then  turn  on  Master 
McGlellan,  with  the  co  operation  of  Generals  Garnett  and  Floyd. 

I  implore  of  you,  sir,  two  things:  First,  re-enforce  us  with  men,  arms, 
and  ammunition,  and  ask  the  President  to  allow  me  to  increase  the 
legion  to  4,000  men.  Please  obtain  for  me  these  requests  at  once  and  I 
will  be  answerable  for  the  rest. 

Inclosed  is  an  inventory  of  arms,  &c,  two  days  past  The  militia  here 
are  literally  in  the  way  of  action.  They  require  help  from  us.  Let  me 
add  two  more  ideas:  We  are  treading  on  snakes  while  aiming  at  the 
enemy.  The  grass  of  the  soil  we  are  defending  is  full  of  the  copperhead 
traitors ;  they  invite  the  enemy,  feed  him,  and  he  arms  and  drills  them. 
We  are  surrounded  with  extraordinary  difficulty  of  defense.  A  spy  is 
on  every  hill  top,  at  every  cabin,  and  from  Charleston  to  Point  Pleasant 
they  swarm.  We  will  fight  hard,  retire  slowly  if  we  must,  and  make  a 
last  stand  at  Gauley.  The  men  we  have  are  true,  but  there  are  no  de- 
serters to  us,  and  if  we  advance  to  meet  the  enemy  at  the  mouth  of 
Kanawha  he  comes  down  behind  us  from  the  north,  and  if  we  advance 
to  attack  him  in  the  north  he  comes  up  behind  us  from  the  mouth  of 
the  valley.  He  aligns  us  from  Parkersburg  to  Phiiippi  on  the  north,  and 
from  Guyandotte  through  Gallipolis,  Letart  Falls,  Flesher's,  Ravens- 
wood,  and  Murraysville  to  Parkersburg  on  the  west.  He  has  sent  but 
few  regiments,  comparatively,  as  yet  from  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  Ohio 
eastward;  holds  the  whole  Northwest  in  reserve;  and  has  command  of 
all  the  navigation  and  railroad  steam-power.  This  all  combined  makes 
it  wonderful  that  we  make  a  stand  at  all.  Besides,  sir,  remember  this 
army  here  has  grown  by  neglect  at  Richmond.  It  has  been  literally 
created  by  Colonel  Tompkins,  at  first  beginning  with  Patton's  company 
alone,  since  assisted  by  my  legion,  which  I  have  created  between  this 
and  Richmond.  General  Garnett's  army  was  sent  out  with  him  equipped. 
Let  him  come  to  us;  we  need  his  help.  In  connection  with  this  I  have 
ordered  Colonel  Tompkins  to  account  for  pay-rolls.  We  have  had  no 
pay  for  State  troops,  Paymaster-General  Hill  informs  me,  for  want  of 
rolls,  and  Colonel  Tompkins  and  Captain  Carr  will  account  for  them. 
Most  respectfully, 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

P,  S.—  Thubsday,  July  18, 1861. 

General  :  £ince  mine  of  yesterday  I  have  the  proud  satisfaction  to 
report  to  you  a  glorious  repulse  of  the  enemy,  if  not  a  decided  victory. 

ColoneL  Norton,*  of  the  Federal  Army,  yesterday  approached  the  mouth 
of  Coal  with  about  1,200  men,  expecting,  as  he  says,  to  be  supported  by 
two  regiments,  making  in  all  about  3,000.  I  had  ordered  Colonel  Patton 
to  retire  gradually  from  Scarey  Creek,  below  Coal,  to  Coal  Mountain  and 
the  passes  across  Coal  River,  concentrating  his  forces  finally  at  Bunker 
Hill,  on  Upton  Creek,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Eauawha.  But  when 
Norton  approached  he  returned  to  Scarey  Creek  and  met  him  and  his 
1,200  there  with  about  800  men  and  two  iron  sixes.  Norton  had  one 
heavy  piece  of  artillery,  and  the  battle  across  the  creek  ravine  commenced 

•Twenty-first  Ohio" Infantry. 
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about  4  i  > .  m.  It  was  soon  shown  the  enemy  had  better  guns,  both  ord- 
nance and  small-arms,  but  onr  men  stood  steadily  and  firmly  fighting 
for  about  half  an  hour,  when  a  panic  seized  three- fourths  of  them ;  por- 
tions of  each  company  fled.  At  this  moment  Colonel  Patton  dashed  on 
horseback  to  rally  his  men,  when,  his  horse  for  a  short  distance  became 
unruly  and  caused  them  to  mistake  his  movement ;  but  he  rallied  a 
portion  of  them,  returned  instantly  to  action,  and  in  fifteen  minutes 
received  a  bullet  in  his  left  shoulder,  which  took  him  off  the  field. 
Jenkins,  Bailey,  Swan,  and  Sweeney  stood  their  ground,  as  also  Col.  F. 
Anderson,  with  two  companies  posted  so  far  on  the  left  that  they  up  to 
this  time  had  not  come  into  action.  The  most  of  the  men  who  had  fled 
again  rallied,  and  were  lighting  bravely  when  the  enemy >s  superior  piece 
of  artillery  disabled  one  of  our  sixes,  killing  Lieutenant  Welch  and  mor- 
tally wounding  a  private,  when  First-Lieutenant  Qnarrier  retired  with  the 
other  piece  of  artillery  and  never  returned  into  action,  causing  a  second 
panic,  when  Captain  Jenkins  bravely  took  the  command  for  the  moment 
until  Colonel  Anderson  came  up  from  the  left  and  rallied  a  forlorn  hope, 
in  which  he  and  Bailey,  Swan  and  Sweeney,  bore  the  whole  brunt  of  tho 
enemy  for  some  time,  until  they  were  re-enforced  by  Captain  Coons  from 
the  post  on  Coal  Mountain  and  by  the  rerally  of  those  who  had  fled. 
This  won  the  day,  drove  back  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy,  captured 
Colonels  Norton,  Woodruff,*  and  De  Villiers,t  Lieutenant-Colonel  Neff, 
Captains  Austin  and  Ward,  and  some  10  or  20  privates,  and  killing 
about  30.   Our  loss  was  1  killed  and  2  wounded,  but  1  mortally. 

The  enemy  crossed  the  river  and  encamped  below  the  mouth  of  Scarey. 

I  immediately  determined  to  attack  him  there,  and  last  night  moved 
upon  him  with  three  troops  of  cavalry  and  650  infantry  and  artillery, 
under  Colonel  McCausland,  by  two  roads.  The  enemy  retreated,  and  I 
have  just  (at  3  p.  m.)  learned  that  our  force  of  800  followed  him  to  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Pocotaligo.  McCausland  having  the  Blues  with  him, 
I  ordered  him  to  put  the  steel  of  his  bayonet  into  their  teeth.  They  are 
found  intrenched  at  the  Pocotaligo  with  heavy  pieces.  They  have 
there  at  least  three  regiments,  and  we  cannot  attack  them  for  want  of 
some  12-pounder  howitzers.  I  beg  you  for  four  such  pieces.  Give  them 
to  us,  and  we  will  repay  the  service  fourfold. 

We  get  some  re-enforcements  by  Colonel  Davis  to-day,  perhaps  300. 
I  again  implore  you  to  let  me  increase  the  legion. 

To-day  one  of  Brock's  cavalry  was  accidentally  wounded  by  a  picket- 
guard,  owing  to  whisky,  after  I  had  ordered  all  to  be  destroyed.  Ohio 
has  sent  thousands  of  gallons  over  tho  border,  doubtless  to  demoralize 
the  camp.   Excepting  measles,  the  command  is  doing  well. 
Respectfully, 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier  General 

General  R.  E.  Lee,  Commanding,  &c. 

*  Second  Kentucky  Infantry, 
t  Elovouth  Ohio  Infantry. 
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Abstract  from  the  report  of  the  Confederate  and  State  force*  commanded  by  ling.  Gen.  Henry 
J.  IFfee,  C.  &  Ann,,,  at  CkarlaloH,  Va.  [  U  .  la.],  dated  July  8, 1801.* 


Tntop*. 


General  •tnff 
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No.  34. 

Abstract  from,  return  of  the  C.  S.  troop*  in  Northwett  Virginia,  Brig.  Gen.  R.  S.  Garnett 

commanding,  July  8,  1801.* 
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JULY  12,  1861.— 8kirmish  near  Newport  News,  Va, 

REPORTS,  ETC. 
No.  1.— Maj.  Gen.  B.  F-Bntler,  U.  8.  Army. 

No.  2.— Lieut.  Louis  Sckaflfher,  Adjutant  Seventh  Now  York  Infantry. 
No.  3.  — Lieut.  Col.  E.  Kapff,  Seventh  New  York  Infantry. 
No.  4. — Drig.  Qcn.  John  B.  Magrnder,  C.  8.  Army. 
No.  5.— Maj.  John  B.  Hood,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  <>.— Congratulatory  letter  from  General  R.  E.  Lee,  C.  8.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Ttcport  of  Maj.  Qen.  B.  F.  Butler,  U.  8.  Army. 

Headquarters  Department  op  Virginia, 

Fortress  Monroe,  July  19,  1801. 

Sir  :  It  will  be  seen  by  the  inclosed  reports,  which  I  have  waited  for 
in  order  that  exact  knowledge  might  W  imparted,  that  a  party  which 
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went  ont  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  wood  took  advantage  of  that  per- 
mission to  go  farther,  and  suffered  themselves  to  be  surprised.  I  regret 
much  the  loss  of  the  men,  and  while  there  is  no  excuse  for  the  insubor- 
dination of  the  officers  in  exceeding  their  instructions,  their  own  capture 
prevents  any  official  inquiry  into  their  conduct. 

I  have  nothing  further  of  interest  to  report,  except  that  1  have  the 
honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  communication  of  July  17 
approving  my  action  in  relation  to  the  arms  and  equipage  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts three-months*  men,  and  the  departure  homeward  of  the  two 
Massachusetts  regiments  of  three  months'  men  in  fine  health  and  spirits. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  truly  and  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER 
MdjoT'  General)  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-General  Scott. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Louis  Schaffiner,  Adjutant  Seventh  New  York  Infantry. 

Hdqbs.  Seventh  Regiment  N.  Y.  S.  Volunteers, 

Camp  Butler,  Newport  News,  Va.,  July  15, 1S61. 

Sm :  I  herewith  submit  the  following  reports  from  Captains  Anselin, 
Brestel,  and  Baecht: 

On  the  12th  instant  First  Lieut  Oscar  von  Heringen,  accompanied  by 
Ensign  Fred  Mosebach,  of  Company  E,  Seventh  Regiment  N.  Y.  S.  V., 
left  the  camp  with  twenty -two  men  of  said  company  to  get  wood ;  but, 
overstepping  his  instructions,  he  went  near  the  encampment  of  the 
enemy,  was  taken  by  surprise,  and  made  prisoner.  Lieutenant  von 
Heringen  took  with  him  a  horse  belonging  to  Adjutant  Schaffner,  and 
a  saddle  belonging  to  Dr.  Schenk,  now  visiting  the  camp.  The  horse  is 
reported  killed  and  the  saddle  taken  by  the  enemy.  Captain  Brestel 
reports  that  on  Friday  morning  last  (the  12th  instant)  one  corporal  and 
sixteen  privates  of  his  company,  E— [an  evident  omission  here  occurs 
in  the  original].  The  men  belonging  to  my  company  (except  four,  who 
are  missing)  have  returned,  and  report  that  they  were  surprised  by  the 
enemy  and  routed.  Captain  Baecht  reports  that  Nicholas  Dorring  accom- 
panied Lieutenant  von  Heringen  on  the  12th  instant  without  permission 
from  his  captain. 

Respectfully,  yours,  LOUIS  SCHAFFNER,  Adjutant. 

Col.  John  E.  Bendix. 


Camp  Butler,  Newport  News,  Va.,  July  17, 18G1. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

J.  W.  PHELPS, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

This  report  shows  that  these  men  were  lost  from  disobedience  to  orders. 
The  place  of  surprise  was  at  least  nine  miles  from  camp  at  Newport 
News,  while  the  wood  for  which  the  party  was  sent  was  within  a  short 
distance.  If  the  officers  in  command  had  returned,  they  would  have 
been  subject  to  punishment  for  disobedience  to  orders.  As  it  is,  their 
insubordination  has  brought  with  it  their  own  punishment.  The  regret 
is  that  innocent  men  should  suffer  for  their  wrong.   Colonel  Bendix  will 
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see  to  it  that  no  such  occurrence  shall  again  take  place  from  his  com- 
mand. The  general  is  informed  that  this  party  was  sent  out  without 
leave  of  Colonel  Phelps,  commandant  of  post. 

BBNJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col  E.  Kapff,  Seventh  New  York  Infantry. 

Camp  Butler,  July  13, 1801. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  reports  that  about  3.30  o'clock  yesterday 
afternoon'he,  according  to  orders  from  the  commander  of  the  post,  left 
the  camp  at  the  head  of  a  patrol,  consisting  of  all  the  available  men  of 
Companies  A,  B,  D,  F,  G,  H.  and  K,  numbering  about  200.  He  sent 
Companies  A  and  F,  under  tne  chief  command  of  Captain  Gaebel,  as  a 
vanguard,  to  proceed  up  the  road  to  the  spot  where,  according  to  the 
statement  of  those  returned,  the  engagement  had  taken  place,  and  fol- 
lowed with  the  main  body.  Having  arrived  at  the  farm  of  Mr.  William 
Lee,  he  halted  there,  and  dispatched  Company  D  up  the  road  as  a  con- 
necting link  between  the  vanguard  and  the  main  body,  and  also  several 
smaller  troops  to  search  the  neighboring  woods,  fields,  and  farms.  These 
smaller  parties,  on  their  return,  reported  that  they  had  seen  nothing  of 
the  enemy,  but  met  some  of  our  own  men,  whom  they  brought  with 
them,  and  from  whom  further  information  was  obtained  in  regard  to  the 
engagement. 

Meanwhile  Captain  Gaebel  advanced  up  the  road,  having  sent  out 
on  either  flank  smaller  parties  to  search  the  neighboring  woods,  fields, 
farms,  &c.,  without  meeting  with  any  sign  of  the  enemy  until  he  came 
to  the  spot  where  a  side  road  branches  off  from  the  main  road  to  the 
right  in  an  angle  of  about  76°,  and  from  which  there  is  a  connection, 
by  a  lumber  road,  with  the  farm  of  Mr.  Baker  Lee,  where  he  found  un- 
mistakable t  races  of  a  large  body  of  cavalry,  which  had  come  down  this 
side  road,  as  it  appeared,  in  full  trot,  and  turned  sharp  around  the  cor- 
ner of  the  main  road,  obliterating  on  it  the  tracks  of  the  horse-cart  which 
Lieutenant  Heringen  had  taken  with  him,  and  which  thus  far  had  been 
visible.  Meanwhile  several  stragglers  had  been  picked  up  by  Captain 
Gaebel's  men,  who  confirmed  all  the  former  information  and  his  own 
conclusions,  arrived  at  by  the  hoof-prints  just  referred  to,  as  to  the  place 
where  the  engagement  had  taken  place,  and  he  therefore  proceeded  up 
the  road  with  all  dispatch  possible,  without,  however,  neglecting  to 
search  carefully  the  woods,  &c,  on  either  side  of  the  road. 

Having  arrived  At  the  spot  pointed  out  by  the  stragglers,  which  is 
about  a  hundred  yards  this  side  of  the  opening  on  which  Mr.  Nelson 
Smith's  dwelling-house  is  situated,  he  found  in  the  vicinity  of  a  fallen 
tree,  near  which  Lieutenant  Mosebach  was  said  to  have  been  wounded, 
larger  and  smaller  pools  of  blood,  and  other  signs  of  an  engagement 
having  taken  place  there,  which  extended  up  the  road  to  the  fields  and 
the  dwelling  house  of  Mr.  Smith.  Captain  Gaebel  then  sent  several 
small  pickets  into  the  woods  to  search  them  carefully,  and  commanded 
Lieutenant  Glaubensklee,  with  about  twenty-four  men,  to  Mr.  Smith's 
farm,  leaving  the  rest  of  the  troops,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenants 
Brausen  and  Hohenhausen,  on  the  main  road,  after  the  latter  had  posted 
three  men  about  three  hundred  yards  farther  up  the  road,  as  an  outpost 
against  the  enemy,  the  neighing  of  whose  horses  was  distinctly  heard 
by  these  men  in  very  close  vicinity.  Before  Lieutenant  Glaubensklee 
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bad  reached  Mr.  Nelson  Smith's  dwelling-house  Captain  Gaebel  had 
overtaken  him,  and  both  now  proceeded  to  examine  both  the  buddings 
and  their  inmates.  They  were  kindly  received  by  Mr.  Smith  and  his 
family,  who  gave  all  information  they  asked  for.  In  the  buildings  they 
found  nothing  suspicious,  but  on  the  road,  as  well  as  in  the  field,  blood 
and  so  on.  They  then  returned  to  the  main  road,  joined  Lieutenant 
Brausen  and  his  men,  and  Captain  Gaebel  now  gave  a  private  signal, 
known  only  to  himself  and  his  men,  to  gather.  The  pickets  who  had 
searched  the  woods  brought  with  them  a  stirrup  and  a  pistol  ramrod 
which  they  had  found  in  the  woods,  bat  reported  that  they  had  not  been 
able  to  discover  any  dead  or  wounded. 

Captain  Gaebel  now  proceeded  on  his  way  home,  it  being  then  nearly 
dark,  joined  the  main  body  at  Mr.  William  Lee's  farm,  andV  the  whole 
command  then  returned  to  the  camp,  where  they  arrived  about  11  o'clock. 
From  both  the  local  inspection  and  the  information  received  from  those 
of  our  own  men  who  have  been  saved,  as  well  as  from  Mr.  N.  Smith  and 
others,  it  seems  that  Lieutenant  Heringen  and  the  patrol  under  his  com- 
mand were  suddenly  attacked  by  a  large  body  of  cavalry  from  behind, 
whilst  they  were  at  a  bait  and  resting  on  the  spot  above  mentioned ; 
that  the  attack  was  so  sudden  as  to  exclude  the  possibility  of  a  system- 
atic resistance,  as  a  part  of  the  men  were  scattered  after  the  first  volleys 
had  been  fired  by  the  enemy,  who  probably  were  armed  entirely  or  in 
part  with  revolving  rifles  j  that  several  of  our  men  were  wounded,  and 
two  probably  killed,  but  that  the  enemy  also  must  have  lost  a  number 
of  their  men.  At  least  eight  or  ten  horses  were  seen  without  riders 
when  they  proceeded  to  their  camp,  which  cannot  be  very  far  from  the 
place  of  the  engagement,  as  a  loud  cheering  was  distinctly  heard  at  Mr. 
Smith's  farm  soon  after  the  troop  had  passed  there.  At  the  present 
moment  (10.30  a.  m.)  there  are  still  missing  Lieutenants  Heringen  and 
Mosebach  and  twelve  privates,  in  consideration  of  which  the  under- 
signed would  respectfully  recommend  that  a  flag  of  truce  be  sent  to  the 
enemy's  encampment,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining,  if  possible,  further 
information,  and  begs  to  state  that  Lieutenant  Brausen  and  Mr.  E.  Rob- 
inson, jr.,  of  New  York,  have  volunteered  to  go  thither  as  such. 

E.  KAPFF, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Seventh  Regiment  N.  T.  S.  V. 

Col.  J.  W.  Phelps,  Commander  of  Post. 

[Indorsement.  ] 

Camp  Butler,  Newport  News,  Vjl,  July  13, 1801. 

This  party  that  was  attacked  by  the  enemy  went  out  without  impart- 
ing to  me  any  knowledge  of  their  designs.  The  result  was  in  perfect 
accordance  with  the  spirit  of  insubordination  which  they  have  mani- 
fested. The  request  for  a  flag  of  truce  is  respectfully  referred,  without 
my  approval,  to  the  major-general  commanding  the  department. 

J.  W.  PHELPS, 
Colonel^  Commanding. 

No.  4. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Magruder,  C.  S.  Army. 

Steamer  Curtis  Peok, 
Near  Stone  Wharf,  Va.y  July  13, 18(51. 

SlB:  I  have  just  heard  of  the  capture  of  eleven  prisoners  from  the 
enemy,  near  Curtis'  store,  on  the  Warwick  road,  where  we  have  a  cavalry 
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guard,  with  four  killed  on  their  side.  The  dead  were  buried  on  the 
ground  by  our  men.  Among  the  prisoners  were  two  officers.  Our  party 
is  said  to  have  consisted  of  eighty  men,  the  enemy  being  two  hundred 
strong.  The  results  here  stated  may  be  considered  certain.  The  pris- 
oners are  at  Yorktown. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

Jiri Q(id ier  General  CofwnandiixQ 

Colonel  Deas,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  8. — I  have  carefully  inspected  the  works  at  Jamestown  Island,  and 
ordered  the  erection  of  a  redoubt,  at  the  eastern  point  of  it,  to  prevent 
a  landing  there,  and  to  co-operate  with  the  work  on  Spratley's  farm.  I 
will  write  more  at  length  to  night  from  Williamsburg. 


Headquarters,  Williamsburg,  Va.,  July  13, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  of  sending  a  report  from  Major  Hood,  the 
efficient  commander  of  the  cavalry  of  my  department,  of  a  brilliant  little 
affair  with  the  enemy  on  the  spot  where  the  gallant  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dreux  fell.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  on  Major  Hood  and 
the  cavalry  generally  for  then:  untiring  industry  in  efforts  to  meet  the 
enemy,  and  for  the  energy  with  which  they  have  discharged  their  ha- 
rassing and  unusually  laborious  duties.  I  have  directed  the  prisoners  to 
be  sent  to  Richmond,  to  headquarters. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

Briaadier- General.  Commanding. 

Colonel  Deas,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

P.  S. — Two  deserters  have  just  come  in  from  Fort  Monroe.  They  will 
be  examined  to-morrow. 


No.  5. 

Report  of  Maj.  John  B.  Hood,  C.  8.  Army. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Camp, 

Near  Bethel,  Va.,  July  12, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  left  my  camp  on  yester- 
day afternoon,  at  7  o'clock,  with  a  small  force  of  cavalry,  consisting  of 
detachments  from  Capts.  Thos.  F.  Goode's,  J.  C.  Phillips',  W.  H.  Eas- 
ley's,  R.  Douthatt's,  W.  Adams',  and  W.  Johnson's  companies,  com- 
manded,  respectively,  by  Captains  Goode,  Phillips,  and  Easley,  and 
Lieuts.  S.  Wilcox,  E.  O.  Fitzgerald,  and  B.  J.  Allen,  and  proceeded  to 
within  three  miles  of  Newport  News,  and  went  into  camp. 

About  10  o'clock  this  morning  one  of  my  vedettes  reported  to  me  that 
the  enemy  were  advancing  on  the  Warwick  road,  and  were  from  sev- 
enty-five to  one  hundred  strong.  I  immediately  marched  up  the  road 
in  their  rear,  and  discovered  that  they  were  in  ambush ?  ready  to  receive 
me,  about  four  miles  from  Newport  News.  At  that  time  they  opened 
fire  upon  my  advance,  when  I  ordered  Captain  Goode's  detachment  to 
dismount,  leaving  one-fourth  of  his  men  with  his  horses.  Captain 
Phillips,  being  already  on  foot,  I  dismounted  myself,  and,  with  the 
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Sharp's  carbines  in  the  hands  of  Captain  Goode's  men,  and  a  few  shot- 
guns in  those  of  Captain  Phillips',  together  with  Colonel  Sandidge,  of 
Louisiana,  and  Mr.  Christian,  of  Alabama,  in  all  not  exceeding  thirty 
men,  threw  a  portion  as  skirmishers  in  the  thick  bushes  near  the  road, 
and  drove  them  from  their  ambuscade,  which  occupied  some  three- 
fourths  of  an  hour,  a  brisk  fire  being  kept  up  all  the  time. 

The  enemy  having  been  driven  from  cover  in  a  very  rapid  and  disor- 
derly flight  in  the  direction  of  Captain  Smith's  house,  on  the  banks  of 
James  River,  1  then  ordered  a  charge,  and  the  detachments  of  Captain 
Easley,  Lieutenants  Wilcox,  Fitzgerald,  and  Allen,  together  with  Mr. 
Sandidge,  jr.,  and  Mr.  Terrett,  of  Louisiana,  dashed  gallantly  down 
upon  them,  taking  the  flying  enemy  prisoners.  Lieutenant  Wilcox  had 
his  horse  shot  under  him. 

During  the  engagement,  which  lasted  about  one  hour  and  a  quarter, 
First  Lieat.  Oscar  V.  Heringen,  Second  Lieut  Frederick  Mosebach,  and 
ten  privates  of  the  Seventh  New  York  Regiment  of  Volunteers  (one  of 
the  privates  being  wounded),  surrendered  themselves  up  as  prisoners  of 
war,  the  first  lieutenant  handing  his  sword  to  Captain  Phillips.  The 
horse  and  equipments  of  the  commanding  officer  were  captured  by 
Private  Joseph  Phillips,  of  the  Old  Dominion  Dragoons,  who  was 
among  the  first  in  the  charge.  A  fine  mule  and  cart  were  also  taken. 
The  muskets  taken,  fourteen  in  number,  are  here  and  ready  for  use.  I 
had  two  of  the  enemy,  who  were  lying  near  the  road,  buried,  and  then 
returned  to  my  camp.  Owing  to  the  dense  thicket  in  which  I  had  the 
engagement,  £  am  not  able  to  state  how  strong  the  enemy  were,  nor 
can  I  tell  how  many  were  killed  and  wounded.  I  am  happy  to  state, 
however,  that  my  loss  was  only  one  hone. 

I  cannot  mention  in  too  high  terms  the  coolness  and  true  courage 
of  one  and  all  engaged  on  this  occasion. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  HOOD, 
Major,  Commanding  Cavalry. 

Maj.  G.  B.  Cosby, 

Akkixtnnt  AfHuhint.-flriirrnl    Dpnnrtmpnt  nf  Yorlrfjytr^i  Va 


P.  8. — Since  writing  the  above,  two  deserters  from  Fort  Monroe  have 
been  brought  in  by  my  vedettes.  I  send  them  to  you,  in  charge  of  an 
officer  and  ten  men. 

Respectfully,  J.  B.  H. 


No.  6. 

Congratulatory  Utter  from  General  Lee,  C.  8.  Army. 

Headquarters  of  the  Forges, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  July  15, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Maoruder, 

xjiriHjnujwmy,  tic.)  XvrKWwn,  rC*.  • 

General  :  I  have  had  the  gratification  of  receiving  your  letter  of 
the  13th  instant,  containing  Major  Hood's  report  of  his  brilliant  skir- 
mish with  the  enemy  on  the  12th  instant,  and  of  submitting  it  to  the 
President.  Will  you  express  to  Major  Hood  and  the  gallant  men  who 
were  engaged  in  the  affair  the  pleasure  which  their  conduct  has  given 
both  myself  and  the  President, 

Respectfully,  R.  E.  LEE, 
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JULY  14,  1861.— Reconnaissances  from  Alexandria,  Va. 

Report  of  Col  Thomas  A.  Davies,  Sixteenth  New  York  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brigade,  Fifth  Division, 

Alexandria,  Va.,  July  14, 1861. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  your  verbal  order  of  yesterday,  I  made  a  recon- 
naissance on  the  Fairfax  road,  seven  miles  oat,  and  on  the  Richmond 
road  about  ten  miles,  and  on  the  Mount  Vernon  road  as  far  as  Mount 
Vernon.  The  pickets  on  the  Fairfax  road  captured  a  newly-painted 
ambulance,  containing  a  set  of  harness  and  two  bags  of  buckwheat 
On  the  curtain  on  the  inside  was  distinctly  written  in  pencil,  "John 
Hughes,  Fairfax."  ' 

The  picket  on  the  Richmond  road  saw  three  horsemen,  who,  by  a 
dexterous  turn,  evaded  a  shot  from  the  picket.  The  picket  on  the 
Mount  Vernon  road,  in  its  diligence,  discovered  on  the  premises  of  one 
John  A.  Washington,  formerly  a  resident  and  still  an  occupant  of  a  large 
estate  near  Mount  Vernon,  what  was  supposed  to  amount  to  eight  thou- 
sand pounds  of  bacon  and  seventy-five  barrels  of  fish.  The  officer  in 
charge  of  the  picket  was  informed  that  these  provisions  were  to  be  sent 
for  to-night  (July  14)  by  some  person  who  was  to  convey  them  and  the 
negroes  on  the  plantation  to  the  Southern  Army.  On  this  representa- 
tion he  took  into  possession  three  horses,  and  the  negroes  harnessed  up 
one  four-mule  team  to  a  wagon  and  one  two-mule  team  to  a  wagon,  and 
got  in  to  the  number  of  ten,  of  their  own  accord,  and  drove  to  my  camp. 
Deeming  the  transaction  of  sufficient  consequence  to  merit  my  individ- 
ual attention,  and  supposing  that  I  might  capture  the  force  sent  to  con- 
vey these  provisions  away,  I  immediately  ordered  out  three  companies* of 
the  Sixteenth  Regiment,  and,  taking  the  two  teams  referred  to  and  two 
others,  proceeded  to  capture  the  provisions  and  bring  them  to  camp. 
On  arriving  at  the  plantation.  I  proceeded  to  make  inquiry  and  ascer- 
tain if  such  an  amount  of  provisions  was  really  upon  the  place.  I  could 
not  find  anything  like  the  quantity  of  bacon— not  more  than  sufficient, 
in  my  judgment,  to  carry  on  the  operations  of  the  plantation,  whatever 
might  have  been  there  in  the  morning ;  but  I  found  twenty-five  barrels 
more  fish  (one  hundred  in  all)  than  were  at  first  represented.  On  look- 
ing the  whole  matter  over,  whatever  may  be  my  individual  views  as  to 
the  confiscation  of  the  property  of  rebels,  who  are  using  it  and  its  in- 
come to  overthrow  the  Government,  I  consider  that  the  case  was  not 
sufficiently  plain  to  authorize  me  to  retain  the  mule-teams,  or  seize  upon 
the  fish  and  bacon,  although  their  owner  is  well  known  to  be  an  officer 
high  in  rank  in  the  rebel  army  and  now  in  active  command. 

As  to  the  negroes,  there  being  no  law  or  orders  directing  me  either  to 
cause  them  to  remain  at  home  or  to  prevent  them  from  volunteering  to 
do  team  duty  in  my  brigade,  I  shall  allow  them  to  remain  until  other- 
wise directed.  I.  however,  have  placed  a  guard  over  the  provisions, 
the  mules,  and  the  wagons  on  the  estate,  and  shall  await  your  orders 
for  their  disposition. 

THOS.  A.  DA  VIES, 
Colonel,  Comdg.  2d  Brig.,  Zth  Die.,  Troops  2f.  E.  Army  Virginia. 

To  Colonel  Miles, 

Comdg.  5th  JHv.  Troops,  DepH  of  Northeastern  Virginia. 

[Indorsement.] 

Colonel  Davies  has  been  instructed  to  immediately  withdraw  his 
pickets  to  within  a  proper  distance  in  front  of  his  brigade,  to  respect 
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private  property,  and  to  send  back  to  the  farm  the  negroes  his  troops 
brought  away. 

D.  S.  MILES, 
Colonel  Seoond  Infantry,  Commanding  Fifth  Division. 

July  15, 1861. 


JULY  16-22,  1861.— The  Bull  Bun,  or  Manassas,  Campaign,  Virginia. 

OF1  THE  I>RIN"CII>A.Ij 


July  16,  1861.— Advance  of  the  Union  Army. 

17,  1861.— Skirmish  at  Fairfax Court-Houae. 
Skirmish  at  Vienna. 

Confederate  Army  retiree  to  line  of  Bull  Run. 
18, 1861.— Action  at  Blackburn's  Ford. 

Skirmish  at  Mitchell's  Ford. 


Beauregard. 
21,  1861.— Battle  of  Bull  Run,  or  Manassas. 
91,92,  1861.— Retreat  of  the  Union  Army. 


No.  1.  Brig.  Gen.  Irvin  MoDowell,  commanding  U.  8.  forces,  of  operations,  July  16- 

20,  with  orders  for  movements,  and  return  of  troops. 
No.  2.  Col.  Orlando  B.  Willoox,  First  Michigan  Infantry,  commanding  8econd  Brigade, 

Third  Division,  of  skirmish  at  Fairfax  Court-Houae. 
No".  3.  Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  Tyler,  Connecticut  Militia,  commanding  First  Division,  of 


No.  4.  Col.  Israel  B.  Richardson,  Second  Michigan  Infantry,  commanding  Fourth 

Brigade,  First  Division,  of  action  at  Blackburn's  Ford. 
No.  5.  Organization  of  the  Union  Army,  July  21,  1861. 

No.  6.  Brig.  Gen.  Irvin  McDowell,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  United  8tates  forces. 
No.  7.  Maj.  John  G.  Barnard,  U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers,  Chief  of  Engineers. 
No.  a  Capt.  Daniel  P.  Woodbury,  U.  8.  Corps  of  Engineers. 
No.  9.  Lieut.  Frederick  E.  Prime,  U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers. 

No.  10.  Capt.  Henry  F.  Clarke,  commissary  of  subsistence,  U.  8.  Army,  of  tho  sub- 
sistence of  the  Army  from  July  15  to  21. 

No.  11.  Lieut.  George  Bell,  acting  commissary  of  subsistence,  U.  S.  Army,  of  the  sub- 
sistence of  the  Army  from  July  16  to  22. 

No.  12.  Lieut.  James  Curtis,  acting  commissary  of  subsistence,  U.  8.  Army,  of  tho  sub- 
sistence of  the  Army  from  July  16  to  22. 

No.  13.  Lieut.  John  P.  Hawkins,  acting  commissary  of  subsistence,  U.  S.  Army,  of  the 
subsistence  of  the  Army  from  July  16  to  22. 

No.  14.  Surg.  William  8.  King,  U.  8.  Army,  Medical  Director. 

No.  15.  Maj.  William  F.  Barry,  Fifth  U.  8.  Artillery,  Chief  of  Artillery. 

No.  16.  Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  Tyler,  Connecticut  Militia,  commanding  First  Division. 

No.  17.  Col.  Erasmus  D.  Keyes,  Eleventh  U.  8.  Infantry,  commanding  First  Brigade, 
First  Division. 

No.  18.  Col.  Charles  D.  Jameson,  Second  Maine  Infantry. 

No.  19.  Brig.  Gen.  Robert  C.  Schenck,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  First 
Division. 

No.  20.  Capt.  J.  H.  Carlisle,  Second  U.  8.  Artillery. 
No.  21.  Lieut.  John  M.  Wilson,  Second  U.  8.  Artillery. 


*  Relating  specially  to  the  battlo  of  Bull  Run,  when  not  otherwise  indicated. 
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No.  22.  Lieut.  Stephen  C.  Lyford,  First  U.  8.  Dragoons. 
No.  23.  Lieut.  Edward  B.  Hill,  First  U.  8.  Artillery. 
No.  24.  Lieut.  William  D.  Fuller,  Third  U.  8.  Artillery. 

No.  25.  Col.  William  T.  Sherman.  Thirteenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  commanding  Third  Brig- 
ade, First  Division. 
No.  26.  Capt.  James  Kelly,  Sixty-ninth  New  York  Militia. 
No.  27.  Capt.  Romeyn  B.  Ayres,  Fifth  IT.  8.  Artillery. 

No.  28.  Col.  Israel  B.  Richardson,  Second  Michigan  Infantry,  commanding  Fourth 

Brigade,  First  Division. 
No.  29.  Bvt.  Maj.  Henry  J.  Hunt,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery. 
No.  30.  Lieat.  John  Edwards,  Third  U.  8.  Artillery, 

No.  31.  Col.  David  Hunter,  Third  V.  8.  Cavalry,  commanding  Second  Division. 

No.  32.  Col.  Andrew  Porter,  Sixteenth  U.  8.  Infantry,  commanding  Second  Division 

and  First  Brigade,  Second  Division. 
No.  33.  Col.  George  Lyons,  Eighth  New  York  Militia. 
No.  34.  Maj.  J.  J.  Bartlett,  Twenty^seventh  New  York  Infantry. 
No.  35.  Maj.  George  Sykes,  Fourteenth  U.  8.  Infantry,  commanding  battalion. 
No.  36.  Maj.  John  G.  Reynolds,  U.  8.  Marine  Corps,  commanding  battalion. 
No.  37.  Maj.  Innis  N.  Palmer,  Second  U.  8.  Cavalry,  commanding  battalion. 
No.  38.  Capt.  Charles  Griffin,  Fifth  U.  8.  Artillery. 

No.  39.  CoL  Ambrose  E.  Burnside,  First  Rhode  Island  Infantry,  commanding  Second 

Brigade,  Second  Division. 
No.  40.  Maj.  Joseph  P.  Balch,  First  Rhode  Island  Infantry. 
No.  41.  Lieut.  CoL  Frank  Wheaton,  Second  Rhode  Island  Infantry. 
No.  42.  Lieut.  Col.  Frank  8.  Fiske,  Second  New  Hampshire  Infantry. 
No.  43.  Col.  Samuel  P.  Heintzelman,  Seventeenth  U.  8.  Infantry,  commanding  Third 

Division. 

No.  44.  Col.  William  B.  Franklin,  Twelfth  U.  8.  Infantry,  commanding  First  Brigade, 

Third  Division. 
No.  45.  Lieut.  Edmund  Kirby,  First  U.  8.  Artillery. 

No.  46.  Col.  O.  B.  Willoox,  First  Michigan  Infantry,  commanding  Second  Brigado, 
Third  Division. 

No.  47.  CoL  J.  H.  Hobart  Ward,  Thirty-eighth  New  York  Infantry,  commanding  Sec- 
ond Brigade,  Third  Division. 
No.  48.  Maj.  Aionzo  F.  Bidwell,  First  Michigan  Infantry. 
No.  49.  Lieut.  Col.  Addison  Farnsworth,  Thirty-eighth  New  York  Infantry. 
No.  50.  Capt.  Richard  Arnold,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery. 

No.  51.  CoL  Oliver  O.  Howard,  Third  Maine  Infantry,  commanding  Third  Brigade, 

Third  Division. 
No.  52.  Maj.  Henry  G.  Staples,  Third  Maine  Infantry. 
No.  53.  Col.  Hiram  G.  Berry,  Fourth  Maine  Infantry. 
No.  54.  CoL  Mark  H.  Dunnell,  Fifth  Maine  Infantry. 
No.  55.  CoL  Henry  Whiting,  Second  Vermont  Infantry. 

No.  56.  CoL  Dixon  8.  Miles,  Second  U.  8.  Infantry,  commanding  Fifth  Division. 
No.  67.  Col.  Louis  Blenker,  Eighth  New  York  Infantry,  commanding  First  Brigade, 
Fifth  Division. 

No.  58.  Col.  Thomas  A..  Davies,  Sixteenth  New  York  Infantry,  commanding  Second 

Brigade,  Fifth  Division. 
No.  59.  Lieut.  CoL  Samuol  Marsh,  Sixteenth  New  York  Infantry. 
No.  00.  CoL  Calvin  E.  Pratt,  Thirty-first  New  York  Infantry. 
No.  61.  Lieut.  Oliver  D.  Greene,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery. 
No.  62.  Col.  William  R.  Montgomery,  First  New  Jersey  Infantry. 
No.  63.  Findings  of  the  Court  of  Inquiry  on  conduct  of  Colonel  Miles. 
No.  64.  General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  commanding  Confederate  Army  of  the  Potomac,  of 

operations  from  July  17  to  20. 
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No.  66.  Col.  Thomas  Jordan, 

at  ions  July  18  and  19. 

No.  66.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  L.  Bonham,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade,  of 
from  Fairfax  Conrt-Honse  and  skirmisli  at  Mitchell's  Ford. 

No.  67.  Col.  J.  B.  Kershaw,  Second  8outh  Carolina  Infantry,  of  retreat  from  Fairfax 
Conrt-Houso  and  skirmish  at  Mitchell's  Ford. 

No.  66.  Col.  J.  H.  Williams,  Third  South  Carolina  Infantry,  of  retreat  from  Fairfax 
Court-House  and  skirmish  at  Mitchell's  Ford. 

No.  69.  Col.  Thomas  G.  Bacon,  Seventh  South  Carolina  Infantry,  of  skirmish  at  Mitch- 
ell's Ford. 

No.  70.  Lieut.  Col.  John  W.  Henagan,  Eighth  South  Carolina  Infantry,  of  operations 
July  17  and  18. 

No.  71.  Col.  E.  B.  C.  Cash,  Eighth  South  Carolina  Infantry,  of  operations  Jnly  18 
and  19. 

No.  72.  Col.R.C.  W.  Radford,  Thirtieth  Virginia  Cavalry,  of  operations  of  cavalry 
brigade  from  July  17  to  20. 

No.  73.  Capt.  Del.  Kemper,  Alexandria  Light  Artillery,  of  retreat  from  Fairfax  Court- 
House  and  skirmish  at  Mitchell's  Ford. 

No.  74.  Col.  K.  E.  Bodes,  Fifth  Alabama  Infantry,  of  skirmish  at  Fairfax  Court-House. 

No.  75.  Brig.  Gen.  David  R.  Jones,  C.  8.  Army,  of  operations  at  McLean's  Ford. 

No.  76.  Brig.  Gen.  James  Lougstreet,  C.  S.  Army,  of  action  at  Blackburn's  Ford. 

No.  77.  Col.  Jubal  A.  Early,  Twenty-fourth  Virginia  Infantry,  of  action  at  Blackburn's 
Ford. 

No.  78.  Maj.  John  B.  Walton,  Washington  Artillery,  of  operations  July  18, 
No.  79.  Lieut.  C.  W.  Squires,  Washington  Artillery,  of  action  at  Blackburn's  Ford. 
No.  80.  Organization  of  the  Confederate  forces  combined  at  the  battle  of  Manassas. 
No.  81.  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  commanding  Confederate  Armies  of  the  Shonan- 

doah  and  of  the  Potomac,  of  operations  from  May  23  to  July  22,  with  order 

of  battle. 

No  82.  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  Jackson,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade,  Army 

of  the  Shenandoah. 
No.  83.  Col.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart,  First  Virginia  Cavalry. 

No.  84.  General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Corps,  Army  of  the 

Potomac,  with  resulting  correspondence. 
No.  85.  Maj.  John  B.  Walton,  Washington  Artillery. 
No.  86.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  L.  Bonham,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  First 

Corps. 

No.  87.  Col.  W.  W.  Kirkland,  Eleventh  North  Carolina  Infantry. 
No.  88.  Col.  J.  B.  Kershaw,  Second  South  Carolina  Infantry. 
No.  89.  Col.  J.  H.  Williams,  Third  South  Carolina  Infantry. 
No.  90.  Col.  Thomas  G.  Bacon,  Seventh  South  Carolina  Infantry  (i 

Mitchell's  Ford). 
No.  91.  Col.  E.  B.  C.  Cash,  Eighth  South  Carolina  Infantry. 
No.  92.  Col.  R.  C.  W.  Radford,  Thirtieth  Virginia  Cavalry. 
No.  93.  Lieut.  Col.  T.  T.  Munford,  Thirtieth  Virginia  Cavalry, 
No.  94.  Capt.  Del.  Kemper,  Alexandria  Light  Artillery. 
No.  96.  Brig.  Gen.  Riohard  S.  EwelL  C.  8.  Army,  commanding 

Corps. 

No.  96.  Brig.  Gen.  David  R.  Jones,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  First 

Corps. 

No.  97.  Col.  W.  S.  Feat  hereto  n,  Seventeenth  Mississippi  Infantry. 
No.  98.  Col.  E.  R.  Burt,  Eighteenth  Mississippi  Infantry. 
No.  99.  Col.  M.  Jenkins,  Fifth  South  Carolina  Infantry. 

No.  100.  Brig.  Gen.  James  Longstreet,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  Fourth  Brigade,  First 
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No.  101.  Col.  M.  D.  Corse,  Seventeenth  Virginia  Infantry. 
No.  102.  Col.  Eppa  Him  ton,  Eighth  Virginia  Infantry. 
No.  103.  Col.  R.  E.  Withers,  Eighteenth  Virginia  Infantry. 
No.  104.  Col.  Robert  T.  Preston,  Twenty-eighth  Virginia  Infantry. 
No.  105.  Col.  William  Smith,  Forty-ninth  Virginia  Infantry. 
No.  106.  Capt.  John  8.  Langhorne,  Thirtieth  Virginia  Cavalry. 
No.  107.  Capt.  H.  O.  Latham,  commanding  section  of  artillery. 
No.  108.  Capt.  Arthur  L.  Rogers,  Loudoun  Artillery. 

No.  100.  CoL  Jubal  A.  Early,  Twenty-fourth  Virginia  Infantry,  commanding  Sixth 
Brigade,  First  Corps. 

No.  110.  Brig.  Gen.  Nathan  G.  Evans,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  8eventh  Brigade,  First 
Corps. 

No.  111.  Col.  J.  B.  E.  Sloan,  Fourth  South  Carolina  Infantry. 
No.  112.  Capt.  W.  R.  Terry,  commanding  troop  of  cavalry. 
No.  113.  Capt.  George  S.  Davidson,  commanding  section  of  artillery. 
No.  114.  Capt.  Johu  D.  Alexander,  commanding  Campbell  Rangers. 

No.  116.  Col.  Wade  Hampton,  commanding  Hampton  (South  Carolina)  Legion. 

No.  117.  Field  return  of  First  Corps,  Confederate  Army  of  the  Potomac,  July  21,  1861. 

No.  118.  Troops  of  the  First  Corps  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Manassas. 

No.  119.  Troops  of  the  "Array  of  the  Shenandoah,"  or  Second  Corps,  engaged  in  the 

battle  of  Manassas. 
No.  120.  Strength  of  the  Union  Army,  as  estimated  by  the  Confederates. 
No.  121.  Casualties  in  the  Confederate  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
No.  122.  Return  of  captures  and  abstract  of  prisoners. 

No.  123.  Capt.  John  F.  Lay,  commanding  squadron  of  cavalry,  of  operations  July  18 
and  21. 

No.  124.  Capt.  Edgar  Whitehead,  Radford  Rangers,  of  pursuit  on  July  22. 
No.  125.  Congratulatory  proclamation  of  Generals  Johnston  and  Beauregard. 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Oen.  Irvin  McDowell,  commanding  U.  8.  forces,  of  oper- 
ations from  July  16  to  20, 1861,  with  orders  for  movements  and  a  return 
of  troops. 

General  Orders,  >  Hdqrs.  Dep't  N.*E.  Virginia, 

No.  17.         )  Arlington,  July  16,  1861. 

The  troops  will  march  to  the  front  this  afternoon  in  the  following 
order: 

1.  The  brigades  of  the  First  Division  (Tyler's)  will  leave  their  camps 
in  light  marching  order,  and  go  as  far  as  Vienna,  the  Fourth  Brigade 
(Richardson's)  taking  the  road  across  the  Chain  Bridge,  and  by  way 
of  Langley's.  Louisville,  and  Old  Court-House ;  the  others  by  the  George- 
town turnpike  and  Leesburg  Stone  roads.  The  order  of  march  of  the 
several  brigades  to  be  arranged  by  the  division  commander. 

2.  The  Second  Division  (Hunter's)  will  leave  their  camps  in  light 
marching  order,  and  go  on  the  Columbia  turnpike  as  far  as  the  Little 
River  turnpike,  but  not  to  cross  it,  the  Second  Brigade  (Burnside's) 
leading. 

3.  The  Third  Division  (Heintzel man's)  will  leave  their  camps  in  light 
marching  order,  and  go  on  the  old  Fairfax  Court-House  road,  south  of 
the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad,  as  far  as  the  AccoUnk,  or  the 
Pohick,  if  he  finds  it  convenient ;  the  brigades  to  march  in  the  order 
the  division  commander  may  direct 
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4.  The  Fifth  Division  (Miles')  will  proceed  in  light  marching  order, 
by  the  Little  River  turnpike  as  far  as  Ann  and  ale,  or  to  the  point  where 
the  road  leads  to  the  left  to  go  into  the  old  Braadock  road  (so  called), 
which  runs  between  the  Little  River  turnpike  and  the  Orange  and 
Alexandria  Railroad. 

5.  The  brigades  of  the  several  divisions  will  be  put  in  march  in  time 
to  reach  their  respective  destinations  by  dark. 

6.  The  reserve  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  march  at  the  shortest 
notice,  and  will,  on  and  after  the  17th  instant,  keep  constantly  a  supply 
of  cooked  rations  on  hand  for  two  days. 

7.  Brigadier  -  General  Runyon,  commanding  the  reserve,  will  have  com- 
mand of  all  the  troops  not  on  the  march  to  the  front,  including  those  in 
the  fortifications  and  camps.  He  will,  to-morrow,  send  two  regiments 
up  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad  to  aid  the  railroad  managers  in 
rebuilding  it  in  the  shortest  possible  time,  the  commanding  officers  to 
conform  to  the  plans  of  the  principal  managers. 

8.  Brigadier-General  Runyon  will  guard  the  Loudoun  and  Hampshire 
Railroad  as  far  as  the  present  camps  of  the  Ohio  Volunteers,  and  the 
Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad  as  far  as  it  is  or  may  be  repaired. 

9.  The  regiment  now  in  Fort  Corcoran,  the  Twenty-eighth  New  York : 
the  Twenty -fifth  New  York,  at  Roach's ;  the  Twenty  -  first  New  York,  at 
Fort  Runyon,  and  the  Seventeenth  New  York,  at  Fort  Ellsworth,  will 
not  be  removed  from  their  present  stations  except  in  an  emergency. 

II.  On  the  morning  of  the  17th  the  troops  will  resume  their  march 
after  daylight  in  time  to  reach  Fairfax  Court-House  (the  Third  Division, 
Sangster's)  by  8  o'clock  a.  m. 

1.  Brigadier-General  Tyler  will  direct  his  march  so  as  to  intercept  the 
enemy's  communication  between  Fairfax  Court-House  and  Centreville, 
moving  to  the  right  or  the  left  of  Germ  an  town,  as  he  may  find  most 
practicable.  On  reaching  the  Centreville  turnpike  he  will  direct  tho 
march  of  his  leading  brigade  either  upon  Centreville  or  Fairfax  Court- 
House,  as  the  indication  of  the  enemy  may  require.  The  Second  Brigade 
will  move  on  the  road  in  the  direction  not  taken  by  tho  First.  The  rear 
brigades  will  be  disposed  of  by  the  division  commander  as  circumstances 
may  require.  Should  he  deem  it  best,  a  brigade  may  be  sent  on  Fairfax 
Court-House  direct  from  Flint  Hill. 

2.  The  Second  Division  (Hunter's)  will  (after  the  road  shall  be  cleared 
of  the  Fifth  Division)  move  on  the  direct  road  to  Fairfax  Court-House 
by  the  Little  River  turnpike. 

3.  Tho  Filth  Division  (Miles')  will  turn  off  from  the  Little  River  turn- 
pike and  gain  the  old  Braddock  road,  which  it  will  follow  to  its  inter- 
section with  the  road  from  Fairfax  Court  House  to  Fairfax  8tation,  where 
it  will  turn  to  the  right  and  move  on  the  Court-House. 

4.  The  Third  Division  (Heintzelman's)  will  move  by  the  best  and 
shortest  of  the  roads  to  the  south  of  the  railroad  till  he  reaches  the  rail- 
road at  Sangster's.  He  will ,  according  to  the  indications  he  may  find, 
turn  his  Second  and  Third  Brigades  to  the  right,  to  go  to  Fairfax  Sta- 
tion or  to  the  front  to  support  the  First  Brigade.  He  may  find  it  neces- 
sary to  guard  the  road  coming  up  from  Wolf  Run  Shoals  and  the  one 
leading  to  Yates'  Ford. 

III.  The  enemy  is  represented  to  be  in  force  at  Centreville,  German- 
towu,  Fairfax  Court-House,  and  Fairfax  Station,  and  at  intermediate 
places,  and  on  the  road  towards  Wolf  Run  Shoals.  He  has  been  ob- 
structing, as  far  as  possible,  the  roads  leading  to  Fairfax  Court-House, 
and  is  believed  on  several  of  these  to  have  thrown  up  breastworks  and 
planted  cannon.   It  is  therefore  probable  the  movements  above  ordered 
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may  lead  to  an  engagement,  and  everything  must  be  done  with  a  view 
to  this  result. 

The  three  following  things  will  not  be  pardonable  in  any  commander: 
1st.  To  come  upon  a  battery  or  breastwork  without  a  knowledge  of  its 
position.  2d.  To  be  surprised.  3d.  To  fall  back.  Advance  guards, 
with  vedettes  well  in  frout  and  flankers  and  vigilance,  will  guard  against 
the  first  and  second. 

The  columns  are  so  strong  and  well  provided  that,  though  they  may 
be  for  a  time  checked,  they  should  not  be  overthrown.  Each  is  pro- 
vided with  intrenching  tools  and  axes,  and  if  the  country  affords  facili- 
ties for  obstructing  our  march,  it  also  gives  equal  facilities  for  sustaining 
ourselves  in  any  position  we  obtain.  A  brigade  should  sustain  itself  as 
long  as  possible  before  asking  for  help  from  another.  It  can  hardly  be 
necessary  to  attack  a  battery  in  front;  in  most  cases*  it  may  be  turned. 
Commanders  are  enjoined  to  so  conduct  their  march  as  to  keep  their 
men  well  closed  up.  This  is  of  great  importance.  No  man  will  be 
allowed  to  get  into  an  ambulance  or  baggage  wagon  without  written 
authority  from  the  regimental  surgeon  or  his  superior.  Guards  will  be 
placed  over  the  ambulances  and  wagons  to  enforce  this  order. 

Troops  will  march  without  their  tents,  and  wagons  will  only  be  taken 
with  them  for  ammunition,  the  medical  department,  and  for  intrenching 
tools.  A  small  baggage  train  for  each  brigade,  to  take  the  cam p-ket ties, 
mess-pans,  and  mess  kits,  and  the  smallest  allowauce  of  personal  bag- 
gage of  the  officers  and  men,  will  follow  the  divisions  the  day  after  they 
march.   This  train  will  consist  of  from  twelve  to  fifteen  wagons. 

A  subsist  (Mice  train  will  follow  at  a  day's  interval  the  First  Division 
from  Fort  Corcoran  and  Vienna.  A  second  subsistence  train  will  follow 
the  Second  Division  at  a  day's  interval.  A  wagon  for  forage  will  be 
taken  with  each  battery  and  squadron.  A  herd  of  beef  cattle  will  be 
sent  with  each  subsistence  train.  There  is  on  many  of  our  regiments 
nothing  to  distinguish  them  from  those  of  the  enemy,  and  great  care 
must  be  taken  to  avoid  firing  into  each  other. 

The  national  color  must  be  kept  continually  displayed,  and,  if  possible, 
small  national  colors  should  be  placed  on  the  cannon  of  the  batteries. 

Division  commanders  will  see  that  the  axmen  and  engineers  at  the 
bead  of  the  columns  (and  men  of  the  ordnance  guard)  are  well  provided 
and  in  condition  to  work  efficiently.  When  there  are  no  ax-slings,  the 
axes  will  be  carried  and  the  muskets  will  be  slung. 

Department  headquarters  will  be  with  the  Second  Division,  on  the 
Little  River  turnpike.  Division  commanders  will  communicate  with 
them  by  every  opportunity. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  McDowell : 

JAMES  B.  FRY,  A.  A.  G. 

Faibfax  Coubt -House,  July  17, 1861. 

Lient.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Asst.  Adjt  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Washington: 

We  have  occupied  Fairfax  Conrt-House,  and  driven  the  enemy  towards 
Centre ville  and  Mauassas.  We  have  an  officer  and  three  men  slightly 
wounded.  The  enemy's  flight  was  so  precipitate  that  he  left  in  our  hands 
a  quantity  of  flour,  fresh  beef,  intrenching  tools,  hospital  furniture,  aud 
baggage.  I  endeavored  to  pursue  beyond  Centreville,  but  the  men  wero 
too  much  exhausted  to  do  so. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

IRV1K  MCDOWELL,  Brigadiei' General. 

20  B  B  VOL  II 
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Hdqrs.  Department  Northeastern  Virginia, 

Fairfax  Court-House,  July  18, 1861. 

Sir  :*The  First  Division,  under  General  Tyler,  is  between  German  to  wn 
and  Centreville.  The  Second  (Hunter's)  is  at  this  place,  just  about  to 
move  forward  to  Centreville.  The  Fifth  (Miles')  is  at  the  crossing  of 
the  old  Braddock  road  with  the  road  from  this  to  Fairfax  Station,  and 
is  ordered  forward  to  Centreville  by  the  old  Braddock  road ;  Barry's 
battery  has  joined  it.  One  of  Heintzelman's  brigades  (Willcox's)  is  at 
Fairfax  Station.  Heintzelman  and  his  other  brigade  are  below  the  sta- 
tion, but  he  has  not  reported  to  me  since  we  have  been  here,  and  I  have 
not  been  able  to  communicate  with  him.  I  think  they  are  at  Sangster's 
Station.  The  four  men  wounded  yesterday  belong  to  Miles'  Division, 
who  had  some  slight  skirmishes  in  reaching  his  position.  Each  column 
encountered  about  the  same  obstructions — trees  felled  across  the  road — 
but  the  axmen  cleared  them  out  in  a  few  moments. 

There  were  extra-sized  breastworks  thrown  up  at  this  place,  and  some 
of  them  with  embrasures  revetted  with  sand  bags.  Extensive  breast- 
works were  also  thrown  up  at  the  Fairfax  Railroad  Station  and  the  road 
leading  to  Sangster's. 

A  great  deal  of  work  had  been  done  by  them,  and  the  number  and  size 
of  their  camps  show  they  have  been  here  in  great  force.  Their  retreat, 
therefore,  must  have  a  damaging  effect  upon  them.  They  left  in  such 
haste  that  they  did  not  draw  in  their  pickets,  who  came  into  one  of  our 
camps,  thinking,  as  it  occupied  the  same  place,  it  was  their  own.  The 
obstructions  to  the  railroad  in  the  vicinity  of  the  station,  including  the 
deep  cut  filled  in  with  earth  and  trees,  can  be  cleared  out  in  a  few  hours. 
The  telegraph  poles  are  up,  with  the  wires  on  them.  I  look  to  having 
communication  by  rail  and  telegraph  in  a  very  short  time.  Much  flour, 
some  arms,  forage,  tents,  camp  equipage  were  abandoned  by  them.  I 
am  distressed  to  have  to  report  excesses  by  our  troops.  The  excitement 
of  the  men  found  vent  in  burning  and  pillaging,  which,  however  soon 
checked,  distressed  us  all  greatly.  I  go  on  to  Centreville  in  a  few 
moments. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

irvin  Mcdowell, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  Army. 


Hdqrs.  Department  Northeastern  Virginia, 
Centreville,  July  10, 1861—12.30  a,  m. 

Brigadier-General  Tyler, 

Commanding  First  division: 

There  seems  to  be  a  misunderstanding  on  your  part  of  the  order 
issued  for  a  brigade  of  your  division  to  be  posted  in  observation  on  the 
mail  leading  to  the  place  where  your  command  was  engaged  yesterday 
(July  18).  It  was  intended  that  the  movement  should  have  been  made 
loug  before  this. 

The  train  of  subsistence  came  up  long  ago.  I  have  given  no  order  or 
instruction  of  a  change  in  this  matter. 

I  thought  that  the  brigade  was  posted  as  desired  until  just  now,  when 
Major  Brown,  who  is  just  returned  from  your  headquarters,  informs  me 
that  no  action  under  these  orders  has  been  taken. 
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Give  orders  that  will  cause  the  brigade  to  be  there  where  the  previous 
instructions  indicate  by  dawn  this  morning. 
Very  respectfully,  &c, 

[irvin  Mcdowell.) 


Hdqbs.  Department  Northeastern  Virginia, 

Centreville,  Va.,  July  19,  1861. 

Colonel  :  Learning  yesterday  there  were  but  few  troops  of  the 
enemy  in  this  place,  I  directed  Brigadier-General  Tyler  to  take  it,  and 
keep  up  the  impression  we  were  to  advance  in  this  direction.  I  then 
went  to  Colonel  Heintzelman's  division,  to  make  arrangements  to  turn 
the  enemy's  right  and  intercept  his  communications  with  the  South.  I 
found  on  examining  the  country  that  the  toads  were  too  narrow  and 
crooked  for  so  large  a  body  to  move  over,  and  the  distance  around  too 
great  to  admit  of  it  with  any  safety.  We  would  become  entangled, 
and  our  carriages  would  block  up  the  way.  I  was  therefore  forced  to 
abandon  the  plan  of  turning  the  enemy's  right,  and  to  adopt  my  present 
one  of  going  around  his  leit,  where  the  country  is  more  open  and  the 
roads  are  broad  and  good.  I  gave  orders,  therefore,  for  the  forces  to 
move  forward  on  the  Warren  ton  turnpike  so  soon  as  the  supply  trains 
came  up  and  the  men  could  get  and  prepare  their  rations. 

Whilst  with  Colonel  Heintzelman's  division  1  learned  that  the  ad- 
vance had  become  engaged  with  the  enemy.  I  therefore  directed  the 
movement,  which  in  the  first  instance  was  to  take  place  after  the  arrival 
and  distribution  of  subsistence,  to  take  place  at  once.  By  the  time  I 
got  over  from  Colonel  Heintzelman's  column  the  firing  on  both  sides  had 
ceased.  I  have  directed  General  Tyler  to  make  a  report  of  the  aft'air, 
which  I  will  forward  when  it  comes  to  hand.  I  learn  from  the  medical 
director  that  there  were  three  killed,  twenty-one  slightly  and  eight 
severely  wounded  j  total,  thirty-two.  Of  the  severely  wounded  three 
have  since  died. 

A  negro,  belonging,  he  says,  to  Colonel  Fontaine,  of  Virginia,  came 
in  last  night  from  the  other  side,  saying  his  master  had  been  killed  at 
the  first  cannonading.  He  reports  great  havoc  among  the  enemy,  but 
bis  imagination  is  evidently  too  active  to  trust  to  his  statements.  All 
the  divisions  are  now  here  or  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  I  have  ordered 
General  Eunyon  to  station  the  larger  part  of  the  reserve  on  the  railroad 
to  guard  it. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

irvin  Mcdowell, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Qen.,  Hdqrs.  oftJie  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Inclosare-J 

General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dep't  N.  E.  Virginia, 

No.  19.  |  Fairfax  Court-House,  July  18, 1801. 

The  troops  will  move  to-day  as  follows:  Heintzelman's  division  will 
go  to  Little  Rocky  Run,  on  the  road  hence  to  Centreville.  Miles' 
division  will  go  to  Centreville.  Tyler's  division  will  go  beyond  Centre- 
ville, on  the  road  to  Gainesville.  Hunter's  division  will  go  as  near  Cen- 
treville as  he  cau  get  water. 

The  above  movements  will  be  made  after  supplies  shall  have  been 
received.   If  the  supply  trains  do  not  come  up  in  time,  division  corn- 
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nianders  will  procure  beef  from  the  inhabitants,  paying  for  it  at  the 
market  rates  by  orders  on  the  Chief  of  the  Commissary  Department  at 
general  headquarters. 

The  troops  should  be  at  the  places  indicated  to-night,  and  they  must 
have  two  days'  cooked  rations  in  their  haversacks. 

By  command  of  General  McDowell: 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Hdqks.  Department  Northeastern  Virginia, 

Centreville,  July  20, 1861. 

Colonel  :  Yesterday  was  occupied  mainly  by  the  engineers  in  re- 
coil noitering  the  defenses  of  the  enemy  on  Bull  Bun,  at  and  above  the 
crossing  of  the  Warren  ton*  turnpike.  Bull  Run,  though  not  a  wide 
stream,  is  only  to  be  crossed  at  certain  places,  owing  to  its  precipitous, 
rocky  banks.  The  Warren  ton  road  crosses  it  over  a  stone  bridge,  which 
is  mined  and  defended  by  a  battery  placed  behind  an  unusually  heavy 
abatis,  whilst  the  bank  on  our  side  is  clear.  The  ford  above  is  also  pro- 
tected. 

The  object  of  the  reconnaissance  was  to  find  a  point  which  might  be 
bridged  or  forded,  so  as  to  turn  these  places  where  the  enemy  are  pre- 
pared for  us.  Thus  far  these  efforts,  five  of  them,  have  not  been  suc- 
cessful, the  enemy  being  in  such  force  on  this  side  of  the  run  as  to 
make  it  impossible  to  ascertain.  I  wished  yesterday  to  make  the  recon- 
naissance in  force,  but  deferred  to  the  better  judgment  of  others — to 
try  and  get  it  by  observation  and  stealth.  To-day  I  proi>oee  to  drive  in 
the  enemy  and  get  the  information  required.  If  it  were  needed,  the 
experience  of  the  18th  iustant  shows  we  cannot,  with  this  description 
of  force,  attempt  to  carry  batteries  such  as  these  now  before  us. 

I  shall  go  forward  early  to  day  and  force  the  enemy  beyond  Bull 
Run,  so  as  to  examine  it  more  closely  than  we  have  been  able  to  do.  I 
am  told  they  obtain  their  supply  of  water  from  this  stream.  If  so, 
and  we  get  possession  of  the  right  bank,  we  shall  force  them  to  leave 
the  now  strong  position  of  Manassas. 

I  am  somewhat  embarrassed  by  the  inability  of  the  troops  to  take 
care  enough  of  their  rations  to  make  them  last  the  time  they  should, 
and  by  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  service  of  many  of  them.  The 
Fourth  Pennsylvania  goes  out  to-day,  and  others  succeed  rapidly.  I 
have  made  a  request  to  the  regiment  to  remain  a  few  days  longer,  but 
do  not  hope  for  much  success.  In  a  few  days  I  shall  lose  many  thou- 
sands of  the  best  of  this  force.  Will  it  suit  the  views  of  the  General 
and  the  Government  that  they  shall  be  replaced  by  long-service  regi- 
ments f   The  numbers  may  be  replaced,  but  it  will  not  be  an  equal  force. 

I  learn  from  a  person  who  represents  himself  as  having  just  come 
from  General  Patterson  that  he  has  fallen  back. 

There  are  rumors  that  Johnston  has  joined  Beauregard.  Yesterday 
some  volunteers  burned  a  house  ou  Centreville  Hill,  which  must  have 
been  seen  by  all  the  troops  at  Manassas ;  but  the  most  thorough  inves- 
tigations did  not  lead  to  any  discovery  of  the  authors  of  this  additional 
outrage. 

I  remain,  colonel,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

IRVLN  MoDOWELL, 

Brigadier-  General 

Lieut  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  of  the  Army. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Chaj*.  IX.) 


THE  BULL  RUN  CAMPAIGN 


309 


the  returns  of  the  Department  of  Northeastern  Virginia,  commanded  by 
dier-General  McDowell,  D.  8.  A.,  for  July  16  and  17,  1661 . 


General  staff   

First  (Tyler's)  Dirision*  

iSecond  (Hunter's)  Division   

Third  (Hfintzchuan's)  Division  

Fourth  (Ronyon's)  Dirision t  

Fifth  (Miles')  Division f  

Twenty -first  New  York  Volunteers  

Twenty-fifth  New  York  Militia  

Second  United  States  Cavalry,  Company  £ 

Total  


19 
MO 
121 
882 
247 
289 
87 
39 
4 


1,707 


12,226 
2,364 
8,680 
6,  201 
6,884 
684 
519 
56 


9,  404 

2,625 
9,  385 
5,  502 
5,917 
707 
534 
63 


21 
9,  930 
2,648 

9,777 
5,752 
6,207 
745 
678 
78 


35,  614  |  34, 127 


85,782 


*  The  total  and  aggregate  present  in  the  Foarth  Brigade  of  this  division  is  not  carried  out  on  the  orig- 
ins] retnrn-  Hence  the  anomaly  of  a  smaller  total  and  aggregate  "Present"  than  "Present  for  duty"  in 
the  division. 

t  See  notes  4  and  5,  report  No.  5,  poet. 


No.  2. 

Reports  of  Col.  Orlando  B.  Willcox,  First  Michigan  Infantry,  of  skirmish 

at  Fairfax  Court  House. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division, 

Fairfax  Station,  July  17,  1861. 

Sir  :  After  leaving  the  Old  Fairfax  road  this  noon  with  my  brigade, 
we  proceeded  with  an  advance  guard  in  skirmishing  order  and  pioneers 
with  axes,  and  felt  our  way  until  the  skirmishers  came  upon  this  point 
The  enemy  fled  precipitately  without  firing  a  shot,  but*  we  succeeded  in 
capturing  a  sergeant,  a  corporal,  and  nine  men,  belonging  to  the  First 
Alabama  Bine  Begiment.  They  occupied  two  camps,  and  are  reported 
to  have  been  two  regiments,  of  about  1,000  men  each,  from  Alabama  and 
Louisiana.  We  found  every  evidence  of  hasty  departure— provisions ; 
fires  burning ;  a  box  of  medical  instruments,  partly  consumed ;  a  seces- 
sion flag,  &c.,  in  their  camps.  Our  most  extended  skirmishers  towards 
the  left  saw  also  some  cavalry  scattering  and  flying. 

The  enemy  must  have  been  early  apprised  of  our  coming,  but  whether 
their  main  body  had  left  before  we  commenced  cutting  the  road  I  cannot 
tell.  The  earthworks  were,  as  supposed,  near  the  railroad.  There  was 
a  masked  earthwork  in  the  woods  farther  about  a  mile  west  of  the 
station,  but  no  guns  in  any  of  them.  I  await  the  colonel's  further 
orders  at  this  point,  having  promptly  returned  after  following  the 
Fairfax  road  two  and  a  half  miles  and  communicating  with  Colonel  Miles. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Second  Brigade. 

Capt  C.  McKeever, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Division. 
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[Indorsement.] 

This  is  the  only  Recession  flag  captured  during  the  first  Bull  Bun  cam- 
paign. 

S.  P.  HEINTZELMAN, 
Colonel  Seventeenth  United  States  Infantry. 


Fatefax  Station,  July  18, 1861. 

Capt  J.  B.  Fry, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Fairfax  Court- House : 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  a  dispatch  from  Colonel  Heiutzelman.  He 
is  still  at  Sangster's,  waiting  orders.  Not  knowing  whether  he  has  suc- 
ceeded in  communicating  with  you  otherwise,  I  deem  it  best  to  report 
the  fact  myself. 

I  can  get  guides  to  Wolf  Run  Shoals  and  Bacon  Race  Church.  I 
deem  it  necessary  to  hare  both  telegraphic  and  railway  communication 
with  Alexandria.  Have  sent  word  to  this  effect  to  General  Runyon, 
and  hope  it  is  approved  by  General  McDowell,  but  would  respectfully 
suggest  that  orders  be  issued. 

If  we  could  have  strucjc  this  point  and  Sangster's  about  three  hours 
earlier  we  might  have  taken  about  three  thousand  prisoners. 

The  bridges  beyond  have  been  burnt  by  the  enemy. 
•Very  respectfully, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Second  Brigade. 

Please  forward  the  inclosed.  Can  I  have  a  small  mounted  party  of 
soldiers  for  carrying  dispatches  !  I  have  to  communicate  with  yourself, 
Colonel  Heintzelman,  and  Alexandria,  and  the  horses  have  to  be  taken 
from  the  teams. 

Respectfully,  &c, 

O.  B.  W. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  Tyler,  Connecticut  Militia,  of  action  at  Black- 
burn's Ford. 

Hdqus.  First  Drv.  Dep't  Northeastern  Vibginia, 

Washington  City,  July  27, 1861. 

Sir  :  On  the  18th  instant  you  ordered  me  to  take  my  division,  with 
the  two  20-pounder  rifled  guus,  and  move  against  Ceutreville,  to  carry 
that  position.  My  division  moved  from  its  encampment  at  7  a.  m.  At 
9  a.  m.  Richardson's  brigade  reached  Centreville,  and  found  that  the 
enemy  had  retreated  the  night  before— one  division  on  the  Warren  ton 
turnpike  in  the  direction  of  Gainesville,  and  the  other,  and  by  far  the 
largest  division,  towards  Blackburn's  Ford,  on  Bull  Run.  Fiuding  that 
Richardson's  brigade  had  turned  towards  the  latter  poiut  and  halted, 
for  the  convenience  of  obtaining  water,  I  took  a  squadron  of  cavalry 
and  two  light  companies  from  Richardson's  brigade,  with  Colonel  Rich- 
ardson, to  make  a  reconnaissance,  and  in  feeling  our  way  carefully  we 
soon  found  ourselves  overlooking  the  strong  position  of  the  enemy, 
situated  at  Blackburn's  Ford,  on  Bull  Run.  A  moment's  observation 
discovered  a  battery  on  the  opposite  bank,  but  no  great  body  of  troops, 
although  the  usual  pickets  and  small  detachments  showed  themselves 
on  the  left  of  the  nosition. 
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Suspecting  from  the  natural  strength  which  I  saw  the  position  to 
possess  that  the  enemy  must  be  in  force,  and  desiring  to  ascertain  the" 
extent  of  that  force  and  the  position  of  his  batteries,  I  ordered  up  the 
two  rifled  guns,  Ayres'  battery,  and  Richardson's  entire  brigade,  and 
subsequently  Sherman's  brigade  in  reserve,  to  be  ready  for  any  contin- 
gency. As  soon  as  the  rifled  guns  came  up  I  ordered  them  into  battery 
on  the  crest  of  the  hill,  nearly  a  mile  from  a  single  battery  which  we 
could  see  placed  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  run.  Ten  or  a  dozen  shots 
were  fired,  one  of  them  seeming  to  take  effect  on  a  large  body  of  cavalry, 
who  evidently  thought  themselves  out  of  range. 

The  battery  we  had  discovered  on  our  arrival  fired  six  shots  and  dis- 
continued fife.  Finding  that  our  battery  did  not  provoke  the  enemy 
to  discover  his  force  and  his  batteries,  I  ordered  Colonel  Richardson  to 
advance  his  brigade  and  to  throw  out  skirmishers  to  scour  the  thick 
woods  with  which  the  whole  bottom  of  Bull  Run  was  covered.  This 
order  was  skillfully  executed,  and  the  skirmishers  came  out  of  the  wood 
into  the  road  and  close  to  the  ford  without  provoking  any  considerable 
fire  from  the  enemy. 

Desiring  to  make  a  further  attempt  to  effect  the  object  of  the  move- 
ment, and  discovering  an  opening  low  down  on  the  bottom  of  the  stream 
where  a  couple  of  howitzers  could  be  put  into  battery,  I  ordered  Captain 
Ayres  to  detach  a  section,  post  it  himself  on  the  ground  I  pointed  out 
to  him,  and  sent  a  squadron  of  cavalry  to  support  this  movement. 

The  moment  Captain  Ayres  opened  his  fire  the  enemy  replied  with 
volleys,  which  showed  that  the  whole  bottom  was  filled  with  troops,  and 
that  he  had  batteries  established  in  different  positions  to  sweep  all  the 
approaches  by  the  road  leading  to  Blackburn's  Ford.  Captain  Ayres 
maintained  himself  most  gallantly,  and  after  firing  away  all  his  canister 
shot  and  some  spherical  case  with  terrible  effect,  as  we  afterwards 
learned,  withdrew  his  pieces  safely  and  rejoined  his  battery.  This 
attack  on  Captain  Ayres  accomplished  the  object  I  desired,  as  it  showed 
that  the  enemy  was  in  force  and  disclosed  the  position  of  his  batteries, 
and  had  I  been  at  hand  the  movement  would  have  ended  here ;  but 
Colonel  Richardson  having  previously  given  an  order  for  the  Twelfth 
New  York  to  deploy  into  line  and  advance  into  the  woods,  in  an  attempt 
to  execute  this  order  the  regiment  broke,  with  the  exception  of  two  com- 
panies, A  and  I,  who  stood  their  ground  gallantly,  and  was  only  rallied 
in  the  woods  some  mile  and  a  half  in  the  rear.  The  fire  which  the  regi- 
ment encountered  was  severe,  but  no  excuse  for  the  disorganization  it 
produced. 

Having  satisfied  myself  that  the  enemy  was  in  force,  and  also  as  to 
the  position  of  his  batteries.  I  ordered  Colonel  Richardson  to  withdraw 
his  brigade,  which  was  skillfully  though  unwillingly  accomplished,  as 
he  requested  permission  with  the  First  Massachusetts  and  Second  and 
Third  Michigan  Regiments  to  charge  the  enemy  and  drive  him  out.  It 
is  but  justice  to  these  regiments  to  say  that  they  stood  firm,  maneuvered 
well,  aud  I  have  no  doubt  would  have  backed  up  manfully  the  proposi- 
tion of  their  gallant  commander.  After  the  infantry  had  been  with- 
drawn, I  directed  Captain  Ayres  and  Lieutenant  Benjamin,  who  com- 
manded the  two  20-pounders,  to  opeu  their  fire  both  on  the  battery 
which  enfiladed  the  road  leading  to  the  ford  and  on  the  battery  which 
we  had  discovered  in  the  bottom  of  Bull  Run,  which  we  knew  to  be 
surrounded  by  a  largo  body  of  men.  This  fire  was  continued  from  3.15 
until  4  o'clock,  firing  415  shots.  The  fire  was  answered  from  the 
enemy's  batteries,  gun  for  gun,  but  was  discontinued  the  moment  we 
ceased  firing. 

The  concentrated  position  of  the  enemy,  and  the  fact  that  the  eleva- 
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tion  of  our  battery  and  the  range  were  both  favorable,  induce  the  belief 
that  the  enemy  suffered  severely  from  our  fire,  and  this  belief  is  con- 
firmed by  the  fact  that  the  ensuing  day,  until  12  m.,  ambulances  were 
seen  coming  and  going  from  and  to  Manassas,  two  miles  distant. 

In  closing  this  report,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  call  to  your  atten- 
tion the  gallant  conduct  of  Colonel  Richardson ;  Captain  Brethschneider, 
who  commanded  the  skirmishers;  Captain  Ayres:  Lieutenant  Lorain, 
who,  I  regret  to  say,  was  wounded;  Lieutenants  Dresser,  Lyford,  and 
Fuller,  attached  to  Ayres7  battery,  and  Lieutenants  Benjamin  and  Bab- 
bitt, in  charge  of  the  two  20-pounner  rifled  guns,  all  of  whom  displayed 
great  coolness,  energy,  and  skill  in  the  discharge  of  their  official  duties. 
Herewith  you  will  find  a  list  of  casualties.* 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  TYLER, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Brigadier-General  McDowell, 

Commanding  Department  of  Northeastern  Virginia. 

(Indorsement.] 

For  the  nature  of  my  instructions  see  copy  herewith,  marked  A. 

I.  McD.,  B.  Q. 

A. 

Hdqrs.  Depaetment  Northeastern  Virginia, 
Between  Qermantmrn  and  Ventreville,  July  18,  1861 — 8.15  a.  m. 

Geneeal:  I  have  information  which  leads  me  to  believe  you  will 
find  no  force  at  Centreville,  and  will  meet  with  no  resistance  in  getting 
there. 

Observe  well  the  roads  to  Bull  Run  and  to  Warren  ton.  Do  not  bring 
on  an  engagement,  but  keep  up  the  impression  that  we  are  moving  on 
Manassas. 

I  go  to  Heintzelman's  to  arrange  about  the  plan  we  have  talked  over. 
Very  respectfully,  &c, 

irvin  Mcdowell, 

Brigadier- General. 

Brigadier-General  Tyler. 

No.  4. 

Report  of  Col.  Israel  B.  Richardson,  Second  Michigan  Infantry,  of  action 

at  Blackburti's  Ford, 

Camp  4tii  Brio.,  1st  Div.,  General  McDowell's  Corps, 

In  Front  of  BlacMmrn's  Ford,  on  Bull  Run,  July  19, 1864. 

General :  I  have  the  houor  to  report  that  I  left  the  ramp  at  Ger- 
mantown  at  an  early  hour  yesterday  morning,  my  brigade  consisting  of 
the  Second  and  Third  Michigan  Regiments,  the  First  Massachusetts 
Regiment,  and  Twelfth  New  York.  A  battalion  of  light  infantry,  con- 
sisting of  forty  men  from  each  regiment,  one  hundred  and  sixty  in  all, 
and  commauded  by  Capt.  Robert  Brethschneider.  of  the  Second  Regi- 
ment of  Michigan  Infantry,  moved  in  front  of  the  brigade  some  five 
hundred  yards  in  advance,  and  threw  pickets  still  farther  in  advance 
on  the  road.  A  section  ot  20  pounder  rifled  guns,  commanded  by  Lieu- 
tenant Benjamin,  of  the  Second  Artillery,  moved  in  rear  of  the  light  bat- 
talion.  The  march  of  the  column  was  slow,  so  as  to  prevent  surprise 

•  See  incloeure  to  No.  4,  p.  314. 
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No  enemy  appeared  at  Centrevillej  three  miles  from  camp,  he  having 
abandoned  his  intrench  men  ts  the  night  before. 

On  advancing  one  mile  in  front  of  Centreville,  I  came  to  a  halt  near 
some  springs  to  procure  water  for  the  brigade,  and  General  Tyler  and 
myself  left  with  a  squadron  of  cavalry  and  two  companies  of  infantry, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a  reconnaissance  to  the  front,  which,  on 
arriving  one  mile  in  front  of  Blackburn's  Ford,  proved  that  the  enemy 
had  a  battery  in  rear  of  the  run,  so  as  to  enfilade  the  road.  He  had 
also  strong  pickets  of  infantry  and  skirmishing  parties  occupying  the 
woods  ana  houses  in  front  of  his  position.  The  battalion  of  light 
infantry  was  now  ordered  to  deploy  five  hundred  yards  in  front  of  the 
eminence  upon  which  this  camp  is  situated,  and  a  position  at  once 
taken  by  the  rifled  guns,  which  now  opened  their  fire.  This  fire  was  not 
answered  by  the  enemy  until  several  rounds  had  been  fired,  and  I  pushed 
forward  the  skirmishers  to  the  edge  of  the  woods,  they  driving  in  those 
of  the  enemy  in  fine  style,  and  then  brought  up  the  First  Massachusetts 
Regiment  to  their  support,  the  skirmishers  still  advancing  into  the 
woods. 

Captain  Brackett's  squadron  of  the  Second  Cavalry,  and  two  12- 
pounder  howitzers,  commanded  by  Captain  Ayres,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery, 
now  moved  up  into  an  opening  in  the  woods  in  support.  The  enemy 
also  opened  another  battery,  more  to  our  left,  so  as  to  cross  fire  with  the 
other  upon  the  road.  I  ordered  up  at  this  time  the  Twelfth  New  York 
Regiment,  Colonel  Walrath,  to  the  left  of  our  battery,  and  it  being 
formed  in  line  of  battle,  I  directed  it  to  make  a  charge  upon  their  posi- 
tion, the  skirmishers  still  pushing  forward  aud  drawing  the  enemyVi 
fire,  but  keeping  themselves  well  covered.  I  now  left  the  position  of 
the  Twelfth  New  York  Regiment,  to  place  upon  the  right  of  the  battery 
the  Massachusetts  and  Second  and  Third  Michigan  Regiments,  when  a 
very  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  was  opened  by  the  enemy 
along  his  whole  line.  On  moving  towards  our  left,  I  found  that  the 
Twelfth  New  York  Regiment  had  fallen  back  out  of  the  woods  in  disor- 
der, only  parts  of  two  companies,  some  sixty  men  in  all,  remaining  in 
line,  and  retreating.  The  howitzers  and  also  the  cavalry  had  been 
withdrawn.  Our  left  was  thus  exposed,  although  the  skirmishers  still 
held  the  ground  in  the  woods,  and  the  three  remaining  regiments  on 
the  right  remained  firm  and  determined. 

I  now  reported  to  General  Tyler  that  the  main  body  of  the  New  York 
regiment  had  fallen  back  in  confusion,  and  I  proposed  to  make  a  charge 
with  the  three  remaining  regiments  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the 
enemy's  position.  The  general  replied  that  the  enemy  were  in  large 
force  and  strongly  fortified,  and  a  further  attack  was  unnecessary;  that 
it  was  merely  a  reconnaissance  which  he  had  made ;  that  he  had  found 
where  the  strength  of  the  enemy  lay,  and  ordered  me  to  fall  back  in 
good  order  to  our  batteries  on  the  hill,  which  we  did,  the  enemy  closing 
his  fire  before  we  left  the  ground,  and  not  venturing  to  make  an  effort 
to  follow  us. 

Our  batteries  on  the  hill  now  opened  fire,  sustained  by  the  Second 
Michigan  Regiment  on  the  right,  in  close  column  by  division,  the  other 
two  regiments  forming  line  of  battle  on  the  left.  The  New  York  regi- 
ment after  some  time  formed  under  cover  of  the  woods  in  rear.  In  this 
affair  our  skirmishers  advanced  so  close  to  the  enemy's  works  and  bat- 
teries that  two  mounted  officers  were  killed  inside  the  breastworks,  and 
one  of  our  men  was  shot  through  the  shoulder  with  a  revolver  by  one  of 
the  enemy's  officers,  and  one  of  their  cannoneers  was  bayoneted  by  one 
of  our  men  while  the  former  was  engaged  in  loading  his  gun.  Our 
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skirmishers  also,  in  falling  back,  had  several  of  their  wounded  bayo- 
neted, by  order  of  one  of  the  enemy's  officers. 

The  enemy's  intrenchments  and  batteries  appeared  to  be  in  rear  of  a 
creek  called  Bull  Bun.  The  batteries  on  the  extreme  right  of  their  line 
were  on  high  ground,  and  fired  over  the  heads  of  their  infantry  in  front 
At  night  we  fell  back  to  Oentreville  for  water  and  rations,  and  this 
morning  have  again  occupied  our  ground  upon  the  hill  in  front  of  the 
enemy,  they  being  in  large  force,  and  having  their  pickets  and  skir- 
mishers in  the  woods  and  in  front  of  them,  as  yesterday.  I  have  the 
honor  also  to  inclose  a  statement  of  our  loss  incident  to  this  affair. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L  B.  RICHARDSON^ 
Colonel,  Commanding  Fourth  Brigade,  First  Division. 

[Incisure.] 


Ayr**'  battery  

Brackett'a  squadron  

Light  battalion.  

First  MoMutchuttetU  Infantry 
Second  Michigan  Infantry 

Third  Michigan  Infantry  

Twelfth  New  Yark  Infantry  . 


Total 


Killed. 


18 


| 
S 


2 
14 


10 


4 

3 


1 
34 


No.  5. 


e  Army  commanded  by  Brig.  Oen.  Irvin  McDowell  at  the 
battle  of  Bull  Bun,  Va.,  July  %% 1861. 

1 


FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  Tylbb. 


Fir$i  Brigade 

Col.  E.  D.  Keyes. 

Second  Maine. 
First  Connecticut. 
Second  Connecticut. 
Third  Connecticut. 

Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  C.  Schenck. 

Second  Now  York. 
First  Ohio. 
Second  Ohio. 

B,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery. 


Thtrd  Brigade 

CoL  W.  T 

Thirteenth  New  York. 
!  Sixty- ninth  New  York, 
i  Seventy-ninth  New 
i  Second"  Wisconsin. 
1  E,  Third  U.  S.  Artillery. 

Fourth  Brigade. 
Col.  I.  B.  Richardson. 


Twelfth  New  York. 
Second  Michigan. 
Third  Michigan. 
G.  First  U.  8.  Artillery. 
If,  8econd  U.  S.  Artillery. 
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(8.) 


SECOND  DIVISION. 

Col.  David  Hunter, 
Col.  Andrew  Porter. 


First  Brigade. 

Col.  Andrew  Porter. 

Eighth  New  York  (Militia). 
Fourteenth  New  York. 
Twenty-seventh  New  York. 
3»ttaUon  U.  ft.  Infantry.' 
Battalion  U.  ft.  Marines. 
Battalion  U.  8.  Cavalry.* 
D,  Fifth  U.  8.  Artillery. 


Col.  8.  P 
Fint  Brigade. 

Col.  W.  B.  Franklin. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  A.  E. 


Second  New  Hampshire. 
First  Rhode  Island. 
Second  Rhode  Island.* 

New  York.» 


Fifth  Massachusetts. 
Eleventh  Massachusetts. 
First  Minnesota. 
I,  First  U.  8.  Artillery. 


Second  Brigade. 
CoL  O.  B.  Willcox,  wounded  and 


Eleventh  New  York  (Fire  Zouaves}. 

Thirty-eighth  New  York. 

First  Michigan. 

Fourth  Michigan.* 

D,  Second  tTb.  Artillery. 


<MTT»  £>T\y(MMS. 

Col.  0.  0.  Howard. 

Third  Maine. 
Fourth  Maine. 
Fifth  Maine. 
Second  Vermont. 

FOURTH  (RESERVE)  DIVISION.4 

Brig.  Gen.  Theodore  Runton. 


First  New  Jersey.  \ 
Second  New  Jersey.  lThjee  m0nth8. 


Third  New  Jersey 
Fourth  New  Jersey. ) 


First  New  Jersey. 
8econd  New  Jersey. 
Third  New  Jersey. 
Forty-first  Now  York. 


>  Three  y 


FIFTH  DIVISION. 

Col.  Dixon  8. 


Col.  Louis 


Eighth  New  York  (Volunteers). 
Twenty-ninth  New  York. 
Thirty -ninth  New  York. 
Twenty-seventh  Pennsylvania. 
A,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery. 
Book  wood's  New  York  Battery.8 


Col.  Thomas  A.  Da 

Sixteenth  New  York. 
Eighteenth  New  York. 
Thirty-first  Now  York. 
Thirty-second  New  York. 
G,  Second  U.  8.  Artillery. 


«  Companies C  and  G,  Second;  Bf  D,  G,  H,  and  K,  Third ;  and  G,  Eighth. 
•Companies  A  and  E,  First  Cavalry;  B,  E,  G,  and  I,  Second  Cavalry ;  and  K,  Sec- 
ond Dragoons. 

'The  Second  Rhode  Island  had  with  it  a  hattery  of  light  artillery,  and  the  Seventy- 
first  Now  York  two  howitzers. 

*  Not  engaged. 

*  In  reserve  at  Centreville  and  not  engaged  in  the  battle  proper.  Had  some  skir- 
mishing with  tho  enemy  while  coveriug  the  retreat  of  the  Army. 

flThis  cousiBted  of  the  field  gnus  of  the  Eighth  New  York  Militia,  mannod  by  detoch- 


*  consisted  oi  tne  noid guua  oi  tlie  JMghth  JNew  York  Militia,  mannod  by  detach 
from  the  Eighth  and  Twenty-ninth  Regimouts  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry 
porta  Nos.  56  and  67,  poet. 
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No.  6. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Irvin  McDowell,  commanding  U.  S.  forces. 


Centreville,  July  21,  1861 — 5.45  p.  m. 

We  passed  Hull  Ran.  Engaged  the  enemy,  who,  it  seems,  had  just 
betn  re-enforced  by  General  Johnston.  We  drove  them  for  several 
hours,  and  finally  routed  them. 

They  rallied  and  repulsed  us,  but  only  to  give  us  again  the  victory, 
which  seemed  complete.  But  our  meu,  exhausted  with  fatigue  ana 
thirst  and  confused  by  firing  into  each  other,  were  attacked  by  the 
enemy's  reserves,  and  driven  from  the  position  we  had  gained,  over- 
looking Manassas.  After  this  the  men  could  not  be  rallied,  but  slowly 
left  the  field.  In  the  mean  time  the  enemy  outflanked  Richardson  at 
Blackburn's  Ford,  and  we  have  now  to  hold  Centreville  till  our  men  can 
get  behind  it.  Miles'  division  is  holding  the  town.  It  is  reported  Col- 
onel Cameron  is  killed,  Hunter  and  Heintzelman  wounded,  neither 
dangerously. 

irvin  Mcdowell, 

Brigadier  General,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Townsend. 


Fairfax  Court-House,  July  21, 1861. 

The  men  having  thrown  away  their  haversacks  in  the  battle  and  left 
them  behind,  they  are  without  food;  have  eaten  nothing  since  breakfast. 
We  are  without  artillery  ammunition.  The  larger  part  of  the  men  are 
a  confused  mob,  entirely  demoralized.  It  was  the  opinion  of  all  the 
commanders  that  no  stand  could  be  m  ade  this  side  of  the  Potomac. 
We  will,  however,  make  the  attempt  at  Fairfax  Court- House.  From  a 
prisoner  we  learn  that  20,000  from  Johnston  joined  last  night,  and  they 
march  on  us  to-night 

irvin  Mcdowell. 

Colonel  Townsend. 


Fairfax  Court-House,  [July]  22,  186X 

Many  of  the  volunteers  did  not  wait  for  authority  to  proceed  to  the 
Potomac,  but  left  on  their  own  decision.  They  are  now  ponring  through 
this  place  in  a  state  of  utter  disorganization.  They  could  not  be  pre- 
pared for  action  by  to-morrow  morning  even  were  they  willing.  I  learn 
from  prisoners  that  we  are  to  be  pressed  here  to-night  and  to-morrow 
morning,  as  the  enemy's  force  is  very  large  and  they  are  elated.  I  think 
we  heard  cannon  on  our  rear  guard.  I  think  now,  as  all  of  my  com- 
manders thought  at  Centreville,  there  is  no  alternative  but  to  fall  back 
to  the  Potomac,  and  I  shall  proceed  to  do  so  with  as  much  regularity  as 
possible. 

irvin  Mcdowell. 

Colonel  Townsend. 


Arlington,  July  22,  18G1. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  re-establishing  of  telegraph  to  report  my  arrival. 
When  I  left  the  forks  of  the  Little  River  turnpike  and  Columbia  turn- 
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pike,  where  I  had  been  for  a  couple  of  hoars  turning  stragglers 
parties  of  regiments  upon  this  place  and  Alexandria,  I  received  intelli- 
gence that  the  rear  guard,  under  Colonel  Richardson,  had  left  Fairfax 
Court- House  and  was  getting  along  well.  Had  not  been  attacked.  I 
<un  now  trying  to  get  matters  a  little  organized  over  here. 

lbvln  Mcdowell, 

B.  D.  Townsknd. 


Hdqbs.  Department  Northeastern  Virginia, 

Arlington,  Va.,  August  4, 1861. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
battle  of  the  21st  of  July,  near  Manassas,  Va.  It  has  been  delayed 
till  this  time  from  the  inability  of  the  subordinate  commanders  to  get 
earlier  a  true  account  of  the  state  of  their  commands. 

In  my  communication  to  you  of  the  20th  ultimo,  I  stated  it  as  my  in- 
tention to  move  that  afternoon  and  drive  the  enemy  from  the  east  side 
of  Bull  Bun,  so  as  to  enable  the  engineers  to  make  a  sufficiently  accurate 
reconnaissance  to  justify  our  future  movements.  Later  in  the  day  they 
had  obtained  enough  information  of  the  passages  across  the  stream  to 
dispense  with  this  reconnaissance,  and  it  was  decided  to  move  without 
further  delay. 

It  had  been  my  intention  to  move  the  several  columns  out  on  the 
road  a  "few  miles  on  the  evening  of  the  20th,  so  that  they  would  have 
a  shorter  march  in  the  morning;  but  I  deferred  to  those  who  had  the 
greatest  distance  to  go,  and  who  preferred  starting  early  in  the  morning 
and  making  but  one  move. 

On  the  evening  of  the  20th  ultimo  my  command  was  mostly  at  or  near 
Centreville.  The  enemy  was  at  or  near  Manassas,  distant  from  Centre- 
ville  about  seven  miles  to  the  southwest  Centre  ville  is  a  village  of  a 
few  houses,  mostly  on  the  west  side  of  a  ridge  running  nearly  north  and 
south.  The  road  from  Centre  ville  to  Manassas  Junction  runs  along  this 
ridge,  and  crosses  Bull  Bun  about  three  miles  from  the  former  place. 
The  Warren  ton  turnpike,  which  runs  nearly  east  and  west,  goes  over 
this  ridge  through  the  village,  and  crosses  Bull  Bun  about  four  miles 
from  it.  Bull  Bun  having  a  course  between  the  crossings  from  northwest 
to  southeast. 

The  .First  Division  (Tyler's)  was  stationed  as  follows :  One  brigade  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Warren  ton  turnpike  and  on  the  eastern  slope  of 
the  Centre v i lie  ridge ;  two  brigades  on  the  same  road  and  a  mile  and  a 
half  in  advance  to  the  west  of  the  ridge;  and  one  brigade  on  the  road 
from  Ceutreville  to  Manassas  where  it  crosses  Bull  Bun  at  Blackburn's 
Ford,  where  General  Tyler  had  the  engagement  of  the  18th  ultimo. 

The  Second  Division  (Hunter's)  was  on  the  Warrenton  turnpike,  one 
mile  east  of  Ceutreville. 

The  Third  Division  (Heintzelman's)  was  on  a  road  known  as  the  old 
Braddock  road,  which  comes  into  Centreville  from  the  southeast' about 
a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  village. 

The  Fifth  Division  (Miles')  was  on  the  same  road  with  the  Third  Divis- 
ion, and  between  it  and  Centreville. 

A  map,  which  is  herewith,  marked  A,#  will  show  these  positions  bet- 
ter than  1  describe  them. 

Friday  night  a  train  of  subsistence  arrived,  and  on  Saturday  its  con- 
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tents  were  ordered  to  be  issued  to  the  command,  and  the  men  required 
to  have  three  days*  rations  in  their  haversacks.  (See  appendix  here- 
with, marked  B.) 

Saturday  orders  (copy  herewith,  marked  C)  were  issued  for  the  availa- 
ble force  to  march.  ■ 

As  reported  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  19th  ultimo,  my  personal  re- 
connaissance of  the  roads  to  the  south  had  shown  that  it  was  not  prac- 
ticable to  carry  out  the  original  plan  of  turning  the  enemy's  position  on 
their  right.  The  affair  of  the  18th  at  Blackburn's  Ford  showed  he  was 
too  strong  at  that  point  for  us  to  force  a  passage  there  without  great 
loss,  and  if  we  did,  that  it  would  bring  us  in  front  of  his  strong  position 
at  Manassas,  which  was  not  desired.  , 

Our  information  was  that  the  stone  bridge  over  which  the  Warrenton 
•read  crossed  Bull  Bun  to  the  west  of  Gentreville  was  mined,  defended 
by  a  battery  in  position,  and  the  road  on  his  side  of  the  stream  impeded 
by  a  heavy  abatis.  The  alternative  was,  therefore,  to  turn  the  extreme 
left  of  his  position. 

Reliable  information  was  obtaiued  of  an  undefended  ford  about  three 
miles  above  the  bridge,  there  being  another  ford  between  it  and  the 
bridge,  which  was  defended. "  It  was  therefore  determined  to  take  the 
road  to  the  upper  ford,  and,  after  crossing,  to  get  behind  the  forces 
guarding  the  lower  ford  and  the  bridge,  and  after  occupying  the  Warren- 
ton road  east  of  the  bridge  to  send  out  a  force  to  destroy  the  railroad 
at  or  near  Gainesville,  and  thus  break  up  the  communication  between 
the  enemy's  forces  at  Manassas  and  those  in  the  Valley  of  Virginia  be- 
fore Winchester,  which  had  been  held  in  check  by  Major-General  Pat- 
terson. 

Brigadier-General  Tyler  was  directed  to  move  with  three  of  his  brig- 
ades on  the  Warrenton  road,  and  commence  cannonading  the  enemy's 
batteries,  while  Hunter's  division,  moving  after  him,  should,  after  pass- 
ing a  little  stream  called  Cub  Ruu,  turn  to  the  right  and  north,  and 
move  by  a  wood  road  around  to  the  upper  ford,  and  then  turn  south  and 
get  behind  the  enemy ;  Colonel  Heiutzelman's  division  to  follow  Hunter's 
as  far  as  the  turning  off  place  to  the  lower  ford,  where  he  was  to  cross 
after  the  enemy  should  have  been  driven  out  by  Hunter's  division;  the 
Fifth  Division  (Miles')  to  be  in  reserve  on  the  Centreville  ridge. 

I  had  felt  anxious  about  the  road  from  Manassas  by  Blackburn's  Ford 
to  Centreville  along  this  ridge,  fearing  that,  whilst  we  should  be  in  force 
to  the  front  and  endeavoring  to  turn  the  enemy's  position,  we  ourselves 
should  be  turned  by  him  by  this  road.  For  if  ho  should  once  obtain  pos- 
session of  this  ridge,  which  overlooks  ail  the  country  to  the  west  to  the 
foot  of  the  spurs  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  we  should  have  been  irretrievably  cut 
off  and  destroyed.  I  had,  therefore,  directed  this  point  to  be  held  in  force, 
and  sent  an  engineer  to  extemporize  some  field  works  to  strengthen  the 
position. 

The  Fourth  Division  (Runyon's)  had  not  been  brought  to  the  front 
f;u  t her  than  to  guard  our  communications  by  way  of  Vienna  and  the 
Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad.  His  advanced  regiment  was  about 
seven  miles  in  rear  of  Centreville. 

The  divisions  were  ordered  to  march  at  2.30  o'clock  a.  m.,  so  as  to  arrive 
on  the  ground  early  in  the  day,  and  thus  avoid  the  heat  which  is  to  be 
expected  at  this  season.  There  was  delay  in  the  First  Division  getting 
out  of  its  camp  on  the  road,  and  the  other  divisions  were,  in  consequence, 
between  two  and  three  hours  behind  the  time  appointed — a  great  misfor- 
tune, as  events  turned  out  The  wood  road  leading  from  the  Warrenton 
turnpike  to  the  upper  ford  was  much  longer  than  we  counted  upon,  the 
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general  direction  of  the  stream  being  obliqne  to  the  road,  and  we  having 
the  obtuse  angle  on  our  side. 

General  Tyler  commenced  with  his  artillery  at  6.30  a.  m . ,  but  the  enemy 
did  not  reply,  and  after  some  time  it  became  a  question  whether  he  was 
in  any  force  in  our  front,  and  if  he  did  not  intend  himself  to  make  an 
attack,  and  make  it  by  Blackburn's  Ford.  After  firing  several  times, 
and  obtaining  no  response,  I  held  one  of  Heintzelman's  brigades  in  re- 
serve, in  case  we  should  have  to  send  any  troops  back  to  re-en  force 
Miles'  division.  The  other  brigades  moved  forward  as  directed  in  the 
general  order. 

On  reaching  the  ford  at  Sudley  Springs,  I  found  part  of  the  leading 
brigade  of  Hunter's  division  ( Burn  side's)  had  crossed,  but  the  men  were 
slow  in  getting  over,  stopping  to  drink.  As  at  this  time  the  clouds  of 
dust  from  the  direction  of  Manassas  indicated  the  immediate  approach 
of  a  large  force,  and  fearing  it  might  come  down  on  the  head  of  the  col- 
umn before  the  division  could  all  get  over  and  sustain  it,  orders  were  sent 
back  to  the  heads  of  regiments  to  break  from  the  column,  and  come  for- 
ward separately  as  fast  as  possible. 

Orders  were  sent  by  an  officer  to  the  reserve  brigade  of  Heintzelman's 
division  to  come  by  a  nearer  road  across  the  fields,  and  an  aide-de-camp 
sent  to  Brigadier-General  Tyler  to  direct  him  to  press  forward  his  attack, 
as  large  bodies  of  the  enemy  were  passing  in  front  of  him  to  attack  the 
division  which  had  crossed  over. 

The  ground  between  the  stream  and  the  road  leading  from  Sudley 
Springs  south,  and  over  which  Burnside's  brigade  marched,  was,  for 
about  a  mile  from  the  ford,  thickly  wooded,  whilst  on  the  right  of  the 
road  for  about  the  same  distance  the  country  was  divided  between  fields 
and  woods.  About  a, mile  from  the  ford  the  country  on  both  sides  of 
the  road  is  open,  and  for  nearly  a  mile  farther  large  rolling  fields  ex- 
tend down  to  the  Warrenton  turnpike,  which  crosses  what  became  the 
field  of  battle,  through  the  valley  of  a  small  water-course,  a  tributary 
of  Bull  Run. 

Shortly  after  the  leading  regiment  of  the  First  Brigade  reached  this 
open  space,  and  whilst  the  others  and  the  Second  Brigade  were  crossing 
to  the  front  and  right,  the  enemy  opened  his  fire,  beginning  with  artil- 
lery and  following  it  up  with  infantry. 

The  leading  brigade  (Burnside's)  had  to  sustain  this  shock  for  a  short 
time  without  support,  and  did  it  well.  The  battalion  of  regular  infantry 
was  sent  to  sustain  it,  and  shortly  afterwards  the  other  corps  of  Porter's 
brigade  and  a  regiment  detached  from  Heintzelman's  division  to  the 
left  forced  the  enemy  back  far  enough  to  allow  Sherman's  and  Keyes' 
brigades  of  Tyler's  division  to  cross  from  their  position  on  the  Warren- 
ton road. 

These  drove  the  right  of  the  enemy  (understood  to  have  been  com- 
manded by  Beauregard)  from  the  front  of  the  field,  and  out  of  the 
detached  woods,  and  down  to  the  road,  and  across  it,  up  the  slopes  on 
the  other  side.  Whilst  this  was  going  on,  Heintzelman's  division  was 
moving  down  the  field  to  the  stream  and  up  the  road  beyond.  Beyond 
the  Warrenton  road,  and  to  the  left  of  the  road  down  which  our  troops 
had  marched  from  Sudley  Springs,  is  a  hill  with  a  farm  house  on  it* 
Behind  this  hill  the  enemy  had  early  in  the  day  some  of  his  most  annoy- 
ing batteries  planted.  Across  the  road  from  this  hill  was  another  hill, 
or  rather  elevated  ridge  or  table  land.  The  hottest  part  of  the  contest 
was  for  the  possession  of  this  hill  with  a  house  on  it 

The  force  engaged  here  was  Heintzelman's  division,  Willcox's  and 
Howard's  brigades  on  the  right,  supported  by  part  of  Porter's  brigade 
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and  the  cavalry  under  Paliner,  and  Frankl in's  brigade  of  Heintzelman's 
division,  Sherman's  brigade  of  Tyler's  division  in  the  center  and  np  the 
road,  whilst  Keyes'  brigade  of  Tyler's  division  was  on  the  left,  attack- 
ing the  batteries  near  the  stone  bridge.  The  Rhode  Island  Battery  of 
Burnside's  brigade  also  participated  in  this  attack  by  its  fire  from  the 
north  of  the  turnpike.  The  enemy  was  understood  to  have  been  com- 
manded by  J.  E.  Johnston. 

Bicketts'  battery,  which  did  such  effective  service  and  played  so  bril- 
liant a  part  in  this  contest,  was,  together  with  Griffin's  battery,  on  the 
side  of  the  hill,  and  became  the  object  of  the  special  attention  of  the 
enemy,  who  succeeded  (our  officers  mistaking  one  of  his  regiments 
for  one  of  our  own,  and  allowing  it  to  approach  without  firing  upon  it) 
in  disabling  the  battery,  and  then  attempted  to  take  it.   Three  times 


he  repulsed  by  different  corps  in  succession  and  driven  back,  and 
the  gnus  taken  by  hand  (the  horses  being  killed)  and  pulled  away.  The 
third  time  it  was  supposed  by  us  all  that  the  repulse  was  final,  for  he 
was  driven  entirely  from  the  hill,  so  far  beyond  it  as  not  to  be  in  sight, 
and  all  were  certain  the  day  was  ours.  He  had  before  this  been  driven 
nearly  a  mile  and  a  half,  and  was  beyond  the  Warren  ton  road,  which 
was  entirely  in  our  possession  from  the  stone  bridge  westward,  and  our 
engineers  were  just  completing  the  removal  of  the  abatis  across  the 
road  to  allow  our  re-enforcements  (Schenck's  brigade  and  Ayres'  bat- 
tery) to  join  us. 

The  enemy  was  evidently  disheartened  and  broken.  But  we  had 
then  been  fighting  since  10.30  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  it  was  after  3 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  meu  had  been  up  since  2  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  had  made  what  to  those  unused  to  such  things  seemed  a 
long  march  before  coming  into  action,  though  the  longest  distance  gone 
over  was  not  more  than  9£  miles ;  and  though  'they  had  three  days' 
provisions  served  out  to  them  the  day  before,  mauy,  no  doubt,  either 
did  not  get  them,  or  threw  them  away  on  tne  inarch  or  during  the 
battle,  and  were  therefore  without  food.  They  had  done  much  severe 
fighting.  Soine  of  the  regiments  which  had  been  driven  from  the  hill 
in  the  first  two  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  keep  possession  of  it  had 
become  shaken,  were  unsteady,  and  had  many  men  out  of  the  ranks. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  the  enemy's  re-enforcements  came  to  his  aid 
from  the  railroad  train  (understood  to  have  just  arrived  from  the  valley 
with  the  residue  of  Johnston's  army).  They  threw  themselves  in  the 
woods  on  oar  right,  and  opened  a  fire  of  musketry  on  our  men,  which 
caused  them  to  break  and  retire  down  the  hill-side.  This  soon  degen- 
erated into  disorder,  for  which  there  was  no  remedy.  Every  effort  was 
made  to  rally  them,  even  beyond  the  reach  of  the  enemy's  fire,  but  in 
vain.  The  battalion  of  regular  infantry  alone  moved  up  the  hill  op- 
posite to  the  one  with  the  house,  and  there  maintained  itself  until  our 
men  could  get  down  to  and  across  the  Warren  ton  turnpike  on  the  way 
back  to  the  position  we  occupied  in  the  morning.  The  plain  was  covered 
with  the  retreatiug  groups,  and  they  seemed  to  infect  those  with  whom 
they  came  in  contact  The  retreat  soon  became  a  rout,  and  this  soou 
degenerated  still  further  into  a  panic. 

Finding  this  state  of  affaire  was  beyond  the  efforts  of  all  those  who 
had  assisted  so  raithfully  during  the  long  and  hard  day's  work  in  gain- 
ing  almost  the  object  of  our  wishes,  and  that  nothing  remained  on  that 
field  but  to  recognize  what  we  could  no  longer  prevent,  I  gave  the 
necessary  orders  to  protect  their  withdrawal,  begging  the  men  to  form 
a  line,  and  offer  the  appearance,  at  least,  of  organization  and  force. 

They  returned  by  the  fords  to  the  Warren  ton  road,  protected,  by  my 
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order,  by  Colonel  Porter's  force  of  regulars.  Once  on  the  road,  and  the 
different  corps  coming  together  in  small  parties,  many  without  officers, 
they  became  intermingled,  and  all  organization  was  lost. 

Orders  had  been  sent  back  to  Miles'  division  for  a  brigade  to  move 
forward  and  protect  this  retreat,  and  Colonel  Blenker's  brigade  was  de- 
tached for  this  purpose,  and  was  ordered  to  go  as  far  forward  as  the 
point  where  the  road  to  the  right  left  the  maiu  road. 

By  referring  to  the  general  order  it  will  be  seen  that  while  the  opera- 
tions were  to  go  on  in  front,  an  attack  was  to  be  made  at  Blackburn's 
Ford  by  the  brigade  (Richardson's)  stationed  there.  A  reference  to  his 
report,  and  to  that  of  Major  Hunt,  commanding  the  artillery,  will  show 
that  this  part  of  the  plan  was  well  and  effectively  carried  out*  It  suc- 
ceeded in  deceiving  the  enemy  for  a  considerable  time  and  in  keeping 
in  check  a  part  of  his  force.  The  fire  of  the  artillery  at  this  point  is  rep- 
resented as  particularly  destructive. 

At  the  time  of  our  retreat,  seeing  great  activity  in  this  direction,  much 
firing,  and  columns  of  dust,  1  became  anxious  for  this  place,  fearing  if  it 
were  turned  or  forced  the  whole  stream  of  our  retreating  mass  would  be 
captured  or  destroyed. 

After  providing  for  the  protection  of  the  retreat  by  Porter's  and 
Blenker's  brigades,  I  repaired  to  Richardson's,  and  found  the  whole  force 
ordered  to  be  stationed  for  the  holding  of  the  road  from  Manassas,  by 
Blackburn's  Ford,  to  Centreville,  on  the  march,  under  orders  from  the 
division  commander,  for  Centreville.  I  immediately  halted  it,  and  or- 
dered it  to  take  up  the  best  line  of  defense  across  the  ridge  that  their 
then  position  admitted  of;  and  subsequently,  taking  in  person  the  com- 
mand of  this  part  of  the  Army,  I  caused  such  disposition  of  the  forces, 
which  had  been  added  to  by  the  First  and  Second  New  Jersey  and  the 
De  Kalb  Regiments,  ordered  up  from  Bunyon's  reserve  before  going 
forward,  as  would  best  serve  to  check  the  enemy. 

The  ridge  being  held  in  this  way.  the  retreating  current  passed  slowly 
through  Centreville  to  the  rear.  The  enemy  followed  us  from  the  ford 
as  far  as  Cub  Bun,  and,  owing  to  the  road  becoming  blocked  up  at  the 
crossing,  caused  us  much  damage  there,  for  the  artillery  could  not  pass, 
and  several  pieces  and  caissons  had  to-be  abandoned.  In  the  panic  the 
horses  hauling  the  caissons  and  ammunition  were  cut  from  their  places 
by  persons  to  escape  with,  and  in  this  way  much  confusion  was  caused, 
the  panic  aggravated,  ana  the  road  encumbered.  Not  only  were. pieces 
of  artillery  Tost,  bnt  also  many  of  the  ambulances  carrying  the  wounded. 

By  sundown  most  of  our  men  had  gotten  behind  Centreville  ridge, 
and  it  became  a  question  whether  we  should  or  not  endeavor  to  make  a 
stand  there.  The  condition  of  our  artillery  and  its  ammunition,  and  the 
want  of  food  for  the  men,  who  had  generally  abandoned  or  thrown  away 
all  that  had  been  issued  the  day  before,  and  the  utter  disorganization 
and  consequent  demoralization  of  the  mass  of  the  Army,  seemed  to  all 
who  were  near  enough  to  be  consulted— division  and  brigade  commanders 
and  staff— to  admit  of  no  alternative  but  to  fall  back  j  the  more  so  as  the 
position  at  Blackburn's  Ford  was  then  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy, 
and  he  was  already  turning  our  left 

On  sending  the  officers  of  the  staff  to  the  different  camps,  they  found, 
as  they  reported  to  me,  that  our  decision  had  been  anticipated  by  the 
troop,  most  of  those  who  had  come  in  from  the  front  being  already 
on  the  road  to  the  rear,  the  panic  with  which  they  came  in  still  con- 
tinuing and  hurrying  them  along. 

•See  McDowell's  report  of  August  12,  1961,  p.  328. 
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At  —  o'clock  the  rear  guard  (Blenker's  brigade)  moved,  covering  the 
retreat,  which  was  effected  during  the  night  and  next  morning.*  The 
troops  at  Fairfax  Station,  leaving  by  the  cars,  took  with  them  the  bulk 
of  the  supplies  which  had  been  sent  there.  My  aide-de-camp,  Major 
Wadsworth,  staid  at  Fairfax  Court  House  till  late  in  the  morning,  to  see 
that  the  stragglers  and  weary  and  worn-out  soldiers  were  not  left  behind. 

I  transmit  herewith  the  reports  of  the  several  division  and  brigade 
commanders,  to  which  I  refer  for  the  conduct  of  particular  regiments 
aud  corps,  and  a  consolidated  return  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing, 
marked  D.  From  the  latter  it  will  be  seen  that  our  killed  amounted 
to  19  officers  and  402  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  and  our 
wounded  to  64  officers  and  947  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates. 
Many  of  the  wounded  will  soon  be  able  to  join  the  ranks,  and  will 
leave  our  total  of  killed  and  disabled  from  further  service  under  1,000. 

The  return  of  the  missing  is  very  inaccurate,  the  men  supposed  to  be 
missing  having  fallen  into  other  regiments  and  gone  to  Washington ; 
many  of  the  zouaves  to  New  York.  In  one  brigade  the  number 
originally  reported  at  616  was  yesterday  reduced  to  174.  These  reduc- 
tions are  being  made  daily.  In  a  few  days  a  more  correct  return  can  be 
made. 

Of  course  nothing  accurate  is  known  of  the  loss  of  the  enemy.  An 
officer  of  their  forces,  coming  from  them  with  a  flag,  admitted  1,800 
killed  and  wounded,  and  other  information  shows  this  to  be  much  under 
the  true  number. 

The  officer  commanding  the  Eleventh  New  York  (Zouaves)  and  Colonel 
HeintzClman  say  that  the  returns  of  that  regiment  cannot  be  relied  on, 
as  many  there  reported  among  the  casualties  have  absented  themselves 
since  their  return,  and  have  gone  to  New  York. 

Among  the  missing  are  reported  many  of  our  surgeons,  who  remained 
in  attendance  on  our  wounded,  and  were,  against  the  rules  of  modern 
warfare,  made  prisoners. 

The  issue  of  this  hard-fought  battle,  in  which  certainly  our  troops 
lost  no  credit  in  their  conflict  on  the  field  with  an  enemy  ably  com- 
manded, superior  in  numbers,  who  had  but  a  short  distance  to  march, 
and  who  acted  on  his  own  ground  on  the  defensive,  and  always  under 
cover,  whilst  our  men  were  of  necessity  out  on  the  open  fields,  should 
not  prevent  foil  credit  being  given  to  those  officers  and  corps  whose 
services  merited  success  if  they  did  not  attain  it. 

To  avoid  repetition  I  will  only  mention  here  the  names  of  those  not 
embraced  in  the  reports  of  division  and  brigade  commanders.  I  beg  to 
refer  to  their  reports  for  the  names  of  those  serving  under  their  imme- 
diate orders,  desiring  that  on  this  subject  of  persons,  &c.,  they  be  con- 
sidered as  part  of  my  own. 

I  claim  credit  for  the  officers  of  my  staff  and  for  those  acting  as  such 
during  the  day.  They  did  everything  in  their  power,  exposing  them- 
selves freely  when  required,  and  doing  all  that  men  could  do,  commu- 
nicating orders,  guiding  the  columns,  exhorting  the  troops,  rallying 
them  when  broken,  and  providing  for  them  the  best  the  circumstances 
admitted. 

They  are  as  follows : 

First  Lieut.  II.  W.  Kingsbury,  Fifth  Artillery,  A.  D.  C. 
Maj.  Clarence  8.  Brown,  New  York  Militia,  volunteer  A.  D.  C. 
Maj.  James  8.  Wads  worth.  New  York  Militia,  volunteer  A.  D.  C. 
The  latter  (who  does  me  tne  honor  to  be  on  my  personal  staff  )  had  a 
horse  shot  under  him  in  the  hottest  of  the  fight. 

•  See  McDowell's  report  of  August  12,  1861,  p.  328. 

Digitized  by  Google 


Chat.  IX.)  THE  BULL  RUN  CAMPAIGN.  323 

Capt  James  B.  Fry,  assistant  adjutant general. 

Capt  O.  H.  Tilliughast,  assistant  quartermaster,  who  discharged  alone 
the  important  and  burdensome  duties  of  his  department  with  the  Army, 
and  who  was  mortally  wounded  whilst  acting  with  the  artillery,  to  which 
he  formerly  belonged,  and  in  which  he  was  deeply  interested. 

Gapt.  H.  F.  Clarke,  Subsistence  Department,  chief  of  subsistence 
department. 

Major  Myer,  Sigual  Officer,  and  Maj.  Malcolm  McDowell,  who  acted 
as  aides. 

Surg.  W.  S.  King  and  Assistant  Surgeou  Magruder,  Medical  Depart- 
ment 

Maj.  J.  G.  Barnard,  Engineer,  aud  senior  of  his  department  with  the 
Army,  who  gave  me  most  important  aid. 
First  Lieut  Fred.  E.  Prime,  Engineer. 

Capt.  A.  W.  Whipple,  First  Lieut  H.  Jj.  Abbot,  and  Second  Lieut. 
H.  S.  Putnam,  Topographical  Engineers. 
Maj.  W.  F.  Barry,  Fifth  Artillery,  chief  of  artillery. 
Lieut  Geo.  C.  Strong,  ordnance  officer. 

Maj.  W.  H.  Wood,  Seventeenth  Infantry,  acting  inspector-general. 

Second  Lieut  Guy  V.  Henry,  who  joined  me  on  the  field,  and  was  of 
service  as  an  aide-de-camp. 

The  following  officers  commanded  divisions  and  brigades,  and  in  the 
several  places  their  duty  called  them  did  most  effective  service  and 
behaved  in  the  most  gallant  manner : 

Brigadier-General  Tyler,  Connecticut  Volunteers. 

CoL  David  Hunter,  Third  Cavalry,  severely  wounded  at  the  head  of 
his  division. 

Col.  S.  P.  Heintzelman,  Seventeenth  Infantry,  wounded  in  the  arm 
while  leading  his  division  into  action  on  the  hill. 

Brigadier-General  Schenck,  Ohio  Volunteers,  commanding  Second 
Brigade,  First  Division. 

Col.  E.  D.  Eeyes,  Eleventh  Infantry,  commanding  First  Brigade, 
First  Division. 

Col.  W.  B.  Franklin,  Twelfth  Iufantry,  First  Brigade,  Third  Division. 
Col.  W.  T.  Sherman,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  commanding  Third  Brigade, 
First  Division. 

CoL  Andrew  Porter,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  commanding  First  Brigade, 
Second  Division. 

CoL  A.  E.  Burnside,  Khode  Island  Volunteers,  commanding  Second 
Brigade,  Second  Division. 

CoL  O.  B.  Willcox,  Michigan  Volunteers,  commanding  Second  Brigade. 
Third  Division,  who  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner  whilst  on  the  hill 
in  the  hottest  of  the  fight 

Col.  O.  O.  Howard,  Maine  Volunteers,  commanding  Third  Brigade, 
Third  Division. 

CoL  L  B.  Bichardson,  Michigan  Volunteers,  commanding  Fourth 
Brigade,  First  Division. 

Colonel  Blenker,  New  York  Volunteers,  commanding  First  Brigade, 
Fifth  Division. 

Colonel  Davies,  New  York  Volunteers,  commanding  Second  Brigade, 
Fifth  Division. 

As  my  position  may  warrant,  even  if  it  does  not  call  for,  some  expla- 
nation of  the  causes,  as  far  as  they  can  be  seen,  which  led  to  the  results 
herein  stated,  I  trust  it  may  uot  be  considered  out  of  place  if  I  refer,  in 
a  few  words,  to.  the  immediate  antecedents  of  the  battle. 

When  I  submitted  to  the  General-in-Chief;  in  compliance  with  his 
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verbal  instructions,  the  plan  of  operations  and  estimate  of  force  required, 
the  time  I  was  to  proceed  to  carry  it  into  effect  was  fixed  for  the  8th  of 
July  (Monday).* 

Every  facility  possible  was  given  me  by  the  General-in-Chief  and 
heads  of  the  administrative  departments  in  making  the  necessary 
preparations.  But  the  regiments,  owing,  I  was  told,  to  want  of  trans- 
portation, came  over  slowly.  Many  of  them  did  not  come  across  until 
eight  or  nine  days  after  the  time  fixed  upon,  and  went  forward  without 
my  ever  seeing  them  and  without  having  been  together  before  in  a 


The  sending  re-enforcements  to  General  Patterson  by  drawing  off  the 
wagons  was  a  further  and  unavoidable  cause  of  delay. 

Notwithstanding  the  herculean  efforts  of  the  Quartermaster-General, 
and  his  favoring  me  in  every  possible  way,  the  wagons  for  ammunition, 
subsistence,  &c,  and  the  horses. for  the  trains  and  for  the  artillery,  did 
not  all  arrive  for  more  than  a  week  after  the  time  appointed  to  move. 

I  was  not  even  prepared  as  late  as  the  15th  ultimo,  and  the  desire  I 
should  move  became  great,  and  it  was  wished  I  should  not,  if  possible, 
delay  longer  than  Tuesday,  the  16th  ultimo.  When  I  did  set  out  on 
the  16th  I  was  still  deficient  in  wagons  for  subsistence,  but  I  went  for- 
ward, trusting  to  their  being  procured  in  time  to  follow  me. 

The  trains  thus  hurriedly  gotten  together,  with  horses,- wagons,  drivers, 
and  wagon-masters  all  new  and  unused  to  each  other,  moved  with  diffi- 
culty and  disorder,  and  was  the  cause  of  a  day's  delay  in  getting  the 
provisions  forward,  making  it  necessary  to  make  on  Sunday  the  attack 
we  should  have  made  on  Saturday. 

I  could  not,  with  every  exertion,  get  forward  with  the  troops  earlier 
than  we  did.  I  wished  them  to  go  to  Centre ville  the  second  day,  which 
would  have  taken  us  there  on  the  17th,  and  enabled  us,  so  far  as  they 
were  concerned,  to  go  into  action  on  the  19th  instead  of  the  21st ;  but 
when  I  went  forward  from  Fairfax  Court-House  beyond  Genua  u to  w  n  to 
urge  them  forward,  I  was  told  it  was  impossible  for  the  men  to  march 
farther.  They  had  only  come  from  Vienna,  about  six  miles,  and  it  was 
not  more  than  six  and  one-half  miles  farther  to  Centreville,  in  all  a 
march  of  twelve  and  one-half  miles ;  but  the  men  were  foot- weary,  not 
so  much,  I  was  told,  by  the  distance  marched,  as  by  the  time  they  had 
been  on  foot,  caused  by  the  obstructions  in  the  road  and  the  slow  pace 
we  had  to  move  to  avoid  ambuscades.  The  men  were,  moreover,  unac- 
customed to  marching,  their  bodies  not  in  condition  for  that  kind  of 
work,  and  not  used  to  carrying  even  the  load  of  "light  marching  order." 

We  crossed  Bull  Bun  with  about  18,000  men  of  all  arms,  the  Fifth 
Division  (Miles')  and  Richardson's  brigade  on  the  left  at  Blackburn's 
Ford  and  Centreville,  and  Schenck's  brigade  of  Tyler's  division  on  the 
left  of  the  road  near  the  stone  bridge,  not  participating  in  the  main 
action.  The  numbers  opposed  to  us  nave  been  variously  estimated. 
I  may  safely  say,  and  avoid  even  the  appearance  of  exaggeration,  that 
the  enemy  brought  up  all  he  could  which  were  not  kept  engaged  else- 
where. He  had  notice  of  our  coming  on  the  17th,  and  had  from  that 
time  until  the  21st  to  bring  up  whatever  he  had. 

It  is  known  that  in  estimating  the  force  to  go  against  Manassas  I 
engaged  not  to  have  to  do  with  the  enemy's  forces  under  Johnston,  then 
kept  in  check  in  the  valley  by  Major  General  Patterson,  or  those  kept 
engaged  by  Major-General  Butler,  and  I  knew  every  effort  was  made  by 
the  General-in-Chief  that  this  should  be  done,  and  that  even  if  John- 
ston joined  Beauregard,  it  should  be  because  he  would  be  driven  in  and 


•  See  McDowell  to  Townaend,  June  24, 1861,  " 
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followed  by  General  Patterson.  But,  from  causes  not  necessary  for  me 
to  refer  to,  even  if  I  knew  them  all,  this  was  not  done,  and  the  enemy 
was  free  to  assemble  from  every  direction  in  numbers  only  limited  by  the 
amount  of  his  railroad  rolling-stock  and  his  supply  of  provisions. 

To  the  forces,  therefore,  we  drove  in  from  Fairfax  Court  House,  Fair- 
fax Station,  Germ  an  town,  and  Centreville,  and  those  under  Beauregard 
at  Manassas,  must  be  added  those  under  Johnston  from  Winchester, 
and  those  brought  up  by  Davis  from  Richmond  and  other  places  at  the 
South,  to  which  is  to  be  added  the  levy  en  masse  ordered  by  the  Rich- 
mond authorities,  which  was  ordered  to  assemble  at  Manassas.  What 
all  this  amounted  to  I  cannot  say;  certainly  much  more  than  we 
attacked  them  with. 

I  could  not,  as  I  have  said,  move  earlier  or  push  on  faster,  nor  could  I 
delay.  A  large  and  the  best  part,  so  considered,  of  my  forces  were 
three-months'  volunteers,  whose  terms  of  service  were  about  expiring, 
but  who  were  sent  forward  as  having  long  enough  to  serve  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  expedition. 

On  the  eve  of  the  battle  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Regiment  of  Volun- 
teers and  the  battery  of  Volunteer  Artillery  of  the  Eighth  New  York 
Militia,  whose  term  of  service  expired,  insisted  on  their  discharge.  I 
wrote  to  the  regiment  as  pressing  a  request  as  I  could  pen,  and  the  hon- 
orable Secretary  of  War,  who  was  at  the  time  on  the  ground,  tried  to  in- 
duce the  battery  to  remain  at  least  five  days,  but  in  vain.  They  insisted 
on  their  discharge  that  night.  It  was  granted ;  and  the  next  morning, 
when  the  Army  moved  forward  into  battle,  these  troops  moved  to  the 
rear  to  the  sound  of  the  enemy's  cannon. 

In  the  next  few  days,  day  by  day  I  should  have  lost  ten  thousand  of 
the  best  armed,  drilled,  officered,  and  disciplined  troops  in  the  Army. 
In  other  words,  every  day  which  added  to  the  strength  of  the  enemy  made 
us  weaker. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  say  in  reference  to  the  events  of  the  21st 
ultimo,  that  the  general  order  for  the  battle  to  which  I  have  referred 
was,  with  slight  modifications,  literally  conformed  to:  that  the  corps  were 
brought  over  Bull  Run  in  the  manner  proposed,  ana  put  into  action  as 
before  arranged,  and  that,  up  to  late  in  the  afternoon,  every  movement 
ordered  was  carrying  us  successfully  to  the  object  we  had  proposed 
before  starting — that  of  getting  to  the  railroad  leading  from  Manassas 
to  the  valley  of  Virginia,  and  going  on  it  far  enough  to  break  up  and 
destroy  the  communication,  and  interpose  between  the  forces  under 
Beauregard  and  those  under  Johnston ;  and  could  we  have  fought  a 
day — yes,  a  few  hours — sooner,  there  is  everything  to  show  that  we 
should  have  continued  successful,  even  against  the  odds  with  which  we 
contended. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

irvin  Mcdowell, 

Brigadier  General,  Commanding. 

Lieut  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  0. 

B. 

Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Dep't  Northeastern  Virginia, 

Centreville,  July  20, 1861. 

The  commanders  of  divisions  will  give  the  necessary  orders,  that  an 
equal  distribution  of  the  subsistence  stores  on  hand  may  be  made  imme- 
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diately  to  the  different  companies  in  their  respective  commands,  so  that 
they  shall  be  provided  for  the  same  number  of  days,  and  that  the  same 
be  cooked  and  pnt  in  the  haversacks  of  the  men.  The  subsistence 
stores  now  in  the  possession  of  each  division,  with  the  fresh  beef  that 
can  be  drawn  from  the  chief  commissary,  must  last  to  include  the  23d 
instant. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  McDowell : 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General 

To  Commanders  of  Divisions  and  Brigades. 


C. 


General  Orders,  >    IIDqrs.  Dep't  Northeastern  Virginia, 
No.  22.  )  Centreville,  July  20, 1801. 

The  enemy  has  planted  a  battery  on  the  Warrenton  turnpike  to  defend 
the  passage  of  Bull  Run,  has  mined  the  stone  bridge,  and  made  a  heavy 
abatis  on  the  right  bank  to  oppose  our  advance  in  that  direction.  The 
ford  above  the  bridge  is  also  guarded,  whether  with  artillery  or  not  is 
not  positively  known,  but  every  indication  favors  the  belief  that  he 
purposes  defending  the  passage  of  the  stream. 

It  is  intended  to  turn  the  position,  force  the  enemy  from  the  road, 
that  it  may  be  reopened,  and,  if  possible,  destroy  the  railroad  leading 
from  Manassas  to  the  valley  of  Virginia,  where  the  enemy  has  a  large 
force.  As  this  may  be  resisted  by  all  the  force  of  the  enemy,  the  troops 
will  be  disposed  of  as  follows: 

The  First  Division  (General  Tyler's),  with  the  exception  of  Richard- 
son's brigade,  will  move  at  2.30  a.  m.  precisely,  on  the  Warrenton  turn- 
pike, to  threaten  the  passage  of  the  bridge,  but  will  not  open  fire  until 
full  daybreak. 

The  Second  Division  (Hunter's)  will  move  from  its  camp  at  2  a.  m. 
precisely,  and.  led  by  Captain  Woodbury,  of  the  Engineers,  will,  after 
passing  Cub  Run,  turn  to  the  right  and  pass  the  Bull  Run  stream  above 
the  lower  ford  at  Sudley  Springs,  and  then,  turning  down  to  the  left, 
descend  the  stream  and  clear  away  the  enemy  who  may  be  guarding  the 
lower  ford  and  bridge.  It  will  then  bear  off  to  the  right,  to  make  room 
for  the  succeeding  division. 

The  Third  Division  (Heintzelman's)  will  march  at  2.30  a.  m.  and  follow 
the  road  taken  by  the  Second  Division  (Hunter's),  but  will  cross  at  the 
lower  ford  after  it  has  been  turned  as  above,  and  then,  going  to  the 
left,  take  place  between  the  stream  and  Second  Division. 

The  Fifth  Division  (Miles')  will  take  position  on  the  CentrevUle 
heights.  (Richardson's  brigade  will  for  the  time  form  part  of  his  divis- 
ion, and  will  continue  in  its  present  position.)  One  brigade  will  be  in 
the  village  and  one  near  the  present  station  of  Richardson's  brigade. 
This  division  will  threaten  Blackburn's  Ford  and  remain  in  reserve 
at  Centreville. 

The  commander  will  open  fire  with  artillery  only,  and  will  bear  in 
mind  that  it  is  a  demonstration  only  he  is  to  make.  He  will  cause  such 
defensive  works-,  abatis,  earthworks,  &c,  to  be  thrown  up  as  will 
strengthen  his  position.  Lieutenant  Prime,  of  the  Engineers,  will  be 
charged  with  this  duty. 

These  movements  may  lead  to  the  gravest  results,  and  commanders  of 
divisions  and  brigades  should  bear  in  mind  the  immense  consequences 
involved.   There  must  be  no  failure,  and  every  effort  must  be  made  to 
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prevent  straggling.   No  one  most  be  allowed  to  leave  the  ranks  without 
special  authority.   After  completing  the  movements  ordered  the  troops 
must  be  held  in  order  of  battle,  as  they  may  be  attacked  at  any  moment 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  McDowell : 

^    JAMES  B.  FRY,  ^ 

D. 

Casualties  at  the  battle  of  Bull  Run.  Julu  21.  1861. 


First  Division,  General  Tylkii  i 
First  Brigade,  Colonel  Keyes . 


Killed.  Wounded 


t 
| 


S*»eond  Brigade,  General  Schenck   3 

Third  Brigade,  Colonel  Hherman   S 

Fourth  Brigade,  Colonel  Richardson 


Second  Division,  Colonel  Hunter: 
First  Brigade,  Colonel  Pc 


........... 


T..t4il 


Third  Division,  Colonel  En 

Division  headquarters  

First  Brigade  Colonel  Franklin. . 


Division,  Colonel  Miles  : 


19 


19 

Id 

117 


152 


15 


10 


83 
35 


118 


70 


180 


» 
I 

12 


h 

1  a 


15 
193 


254 


Missing. 


1 
13 


19 


1 
13 
U 

7 


:i2 


139 


224  I  11 


183 
161 
108 


452  I  10 


16 

1 


17 


947 


40 


149 

15 
240 


404 


236 
50 


285 


22 
186 
174 


382 


'.(4 

1 


95 


1,176 


Eighteen  others 


aged,  jt"1™ 


Four  surgeons  miming. 


Not  ei 
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Statement  of  artillery  lott  in  the  baUle  of  Bull  Run,  July  21,  1861. 


U.  8.  Artillery,  Company  O  (two  20- 
idar  ParrotU,  one  30ponnder  Parrott). 
TJ.  8.  Artillery,  Company  I  (six  10- 


). 

TJ.  8.  Artillery,  Company  D  

XJ.  8.  Artillery,  Company  S  (two  13- 
two  ft-poundem  (old),  t 


...... •••.»■ ...... ••••••  •••••• 


Lien  tenant  Edwards 
Captain  RlcketU  .  .. 


17 


1 


20-poundert  saved. 
None  i 


None  aaved. 
Two 


One  10  ponnder 


B.  Frt, 


ntvnr  mcdowel 


it  Northeastern  Virginia, 

Arlington,  August  12, 1861. 

Colonel  :  My  attention  hae  been  called  by  those  interested  to  two 
omissions  in  my  report  of  the  battle  of  the  21st  ultimo  near  Manassas, 
and  I  ask  leave  to  make  the  following  corrections,  wishing  that  they  be 
made  part  of  my  original  report  : 

1.  In  speaking  of  the  retreat,  I  mentioned  that  it  was  covered  by 
Colonel  Blenkers  brigade.  I  should  have  said  Colonel  Richardson's 
and  Colonel  Blenker's  brigades.  The  former  was  on  the  left  of  the 
Centre ville  ridge,  and  the  latter  in  front  of  it,  on  the  Warrenton  road. 
Each  covered  the  retreat  of  those  on  the  respective  roads  to  the  common 
point — Centreville ;  from  there  "to  the  rear  Colonel  Richardson  was  be- 
hind, and  covered  the  main  body. 

2.  In  speaking  of  the  action  on  the  left  at  Blackburn's  Ford,  I  men- 
tioned Colonel  Richardson's  and  Major  Hunt's  reports  as  giving  the 
account  of  what  transpired  in  that  direction.  In  this  connection  I 
omitted  to  mention  Col.  T.  A.  Davies'  report,  and  now  beg  to  refer  to 
it  as  necessary  to  a  full  account  of  this  part  of  the  battle.  He  was  en- 
gaged to  the  left  of  Richardson,  and  repulsed  an  attempt  of  the  enemy 
to  turn  our  left. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

iRvm  Mcdowell, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  of  the  Army. 


No.  7. 

Report  o/Maj.  John  G.  Barnard,  U.  8.  Corps  of  Engineers. 

Washington,  July  29, 1861. 

Sib  :  On  the  18th  of  July,  at  about  9  a.  m.,  I  joined  the  commanding 
general  about  two  miles  beyond  Fairfax  Court-House,  on  the  road  to 
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Centreville.  He  was  then  about  going  to  gangster's,  and  invited  me 
to  attend  him.  Not  understanding  his  journey  to  have  the  character  of 
a  reconnaissance,  but  as  simply  to  communicate  with  the  division  of 
Colonel  Heintzelman,  I  preferred  accompanying  the  division  of  General 
Tyler  to  Centreville. 

Proceeding  to  Centreville,  I  joined  Captain  Alexander,  Engineers,  a 
short  distance  out  on  the  road  leading  to  Blackburn's  Ford.  He  was 
at  this  time  preparing  to  encamp  his  pioneer  party,  and  it  was  my  in- 
tention, as  soon  as  the  troops  should  be  fixed  in  their  positions,  to  pro- 
pose to  General  Tyler  to  make  a  reconnaissance  of  the  enemy's  position 


It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  plan  of  the  campaign  had  been 
to  turn  the  position  of  Manassas  by  the  left;  that  is  to  say,  that  from 
Fairfax  Court- House  and  Centreville  we  were  to  make  a  flank  move- 
ment towards  gangster's  and  Fairfax  Station,  and  thence  to  Wolf  Run 
Shoals,  or  in  that  direction.  In  my  interview  with  the  commanding  gen- 
eral, just  referred  to,  he  said  nothing  to  indicate  any  change  of  plan, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  his  remarks  carried  the  impression  that  he  was 
more  than  ever  confirmed  in  his  plan,  and  spoke  of  the  advance  on 
Centreville  as  a  "  demonstration."  In  proposing,  therefore,  to  recon- 
noiter  the  enemy's  position  at  Blackburn's  Ford,  it  was  not  with  the 
slightest  idea  that  this  point  would  be  attacked.  But  a  reconnaissance 
would  be  but  the  carrying  out  of  a  demonstration. 

While  I  was  awaiting  Captain  Alexander,  I  encountered  Mathias  C. 
Mitchell,  who  was  afterwards  secured  as  a  guide,  representing  him- 
self as  a  Union  man,  and  a  resident  of  that  vicinity.  I  was  engaged 
questioning  him,  when  intelligence  was  received  that  General  Tyler  had 
sent  back  for  artillery  and  infantry,  and  that  the  enemy  was  in  sight 
before  him.  Biding  to  the  front,  I  joined  General  Tyler  and  Colonel 
Richardson.  Proceeding  with  them  a  short  distance  farther,  we 
emerged  from  the  woods,  and  found  ourselves  at  the  point  at  which  the 
road  commences  its  descent  to  Blackburn's  Ford.  The  run  makes  here 
a  curve  or  bow  towards  us,  which  the  road  bisects.  The  slopes  from  us 
towards  it  were  gentle  and  mostly  open.  On  the  other  side  the  banks 
of  the  run  rise  more  abruptly,  and  are  wooded  down  to  the  very  edge 
of  the  run.  Higher  up  a  cleared  spot  could  be  seen  here  and  there, 
and  still  higher — higher  than  our  own  point  of  view,  and  only  visible 
from  its  sloping  gently  towards  us— the  elevated  plateau  (comparatively 
open)  in  which  Manassas  Junction  is  situated. 

Although,  owing  to  the  thickness  of  the  wood,  little  could  be  seen 
along  the  edge  of  the  run,  it  was  quite  evident  from  such  glimpses  as 
we  could  obtain  that  the  enemy  was  in  force  behind  it.  I  represented 
to  General  Tyler  that  this  point  was  the  enemy's  strong  position  on  the 
direct  road  to  Manassas  Junction ;  that  it  was  no  part  of  the  plan  to 
assail  it.  I  did  not,  however,  object  to  a  demonstration,  believing  that 
it  would  favor  what  I  supposed  still  to  be  the  commanding  general's 
plan  of  compaign.  The  two  20-pounders  Parrotts  had  been  ordered 
up;  they  were  opened  upon  the  enemy's  position,  firing  in  various 
directions,  without  our  being  able  to  perceive  the  degree  of  effect  they 
produced.  We  had  fired  perhaps  a  half  dozen  rounds,  when  we  were 
answered  by  a  rapid  discharge  from  a  battery  apparently  close  down  to 
the  run  and  at  the  crossing  of  the  road.  The  20-pounders  continued 
their  firing,  directing  at  this  battery,  and  Ayres'  battery  was  brought 
up  and  stationed  on  the  left.  The  enemy's  batteries  soon  ceased  answer- 
ing. After  ours  had  continued  playing  for  about  half  an  hour  I  thought 
it  a  useless  expenditure  of  ammunition,  and  so  stated  to  you  (who 
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arrived  on  the  spot  shortly  before  this),  and  presume  that  General  Tyler 
concurred  in  this  opinion,  as  the  firing  soon  ceased.  I  supposed  that 
this  would  be  the  end  of  the  affair ;  but,  perceiving  the  troops  filing 
down  towards  the  run,  I  thought  it  necessary  to  impress  General  Tyler 
with  the  fact  that  it  was  no  part  of  the  commanding  general's  plan  to 
bring  on  a  serions  engagement.  I  directed  Captain  Alexander,  Engi- 
neers, to  state  this  fact  to  him,  which  he  did  in  writing  (having  stated 
the  same  verbally  before).  At  the  same  time  I  directed  Lieutenant 
Houston  to  accompany  the  troops,  and  make  such  observations  of  the 
enemy's  position  as  he  could.  I  remained  on  the  heights',  observing  as 
well  as  I  could  the  movements  of  the  enemy's  forces.  The  affair  be- 
coming more  serious  than  I  expected,  I  was  about  to  go  down  to  the 
front  when  our  troops  retired,  and  I  returned  to  Centreville  with  your- 
self to  report  to  General  McDowell. 

It  is  proper  to  observe  that  before  our  artillery  practice  commenced 
movements  of  troops  were  observed  on  the  road  leading  from  Manassas 
to  Blackburn's  Ford.  As  the  road  presented  itself  to  the  eye,  those 
not  very  familiar  with  the  locality  might  well  feel  some  doubt,  judging 
merely  by  the  eye,  whether  these  troops  were  advancing  to  or  retiring 
from  the  position  at  Blackburn's  Ford.  The  impression  seemed  to  be 
quite  common  among  us  that  they  were  retiring.  I  was  perfectly  sure 
that  they  were  columns  moving  up  to  meet  us  from  Manassas. 

At  my  interview  with  the  commanding  general  that  evening,  he  in- 
formed me  that  he  had  convinced  himself  that  the  nature  of  the  country 
to  the  left  or  southward  of  Manassas  was  unfit  for  the  operations  of  a 
large  army ;  that  he  had  determined  to  move  by  the  right,  turning  the 
enemy's  left;  that  the  provision  trains  were  just  coming  in,  and  that 
the  troops  would  require  the  next  day  to  cook  their  provisions  for  an- 
other march.  I  told  him  I  would  endeavor  the  next  day  to  obtain  such 
information  as  would  enable  him  to  decide  on  his  future  movement. 

The  next  most  prominent  crossing  of  Bull  Run  above  Blackburn's 
Ford  is  the  stone  bridge  of  the  Warrenton  turnpike.  Such  a  point 
could  scarcely  be  neglected  by  the  enemy.  Information  from  various 
quarters  gave  good  cause  for  believing  that  it  was  guarded  by  several 
thousand  men  ;  that  at  least  four  cannon  were  stationed  to  play  upon  it 
and  the  ford  not  far  below,  and,  moreover,  that  the  bridge  was  mined, 
and  that  extensive  abatis  obstructed  the  road  on  the  opposite  shore. 

Two  or  three  miles  above  the  Warrentou  Bridge  is  a  ford,  laid  down 
on  our  maps  as  "  Sudley  Spring."  Reliable  information  justified  the  be- 
lief that  the  lord  was  good ;  that  it  was  unfortified ;  that  it  was  watched 
by  only  one  or  two  companies,  and,  moreover,  that  the  run  above  it  was 
almost  everywhere  passable  for  wheeled  vehicles.  Midway  between  the 
Stone  bridge  and  Sudley  Spring  our  maps  indicated  another  ford,  which 
was  said  to  be  good. 

Notwithstanding  our  conviction  of  the  practicability  of  these  fords 
no  known  road  communicated  with  them  from  any  of  the  main  roads 
on  our  side  of  Bull  Run.  We  had  information  that  a  road  branched 
from  the  Warrenton  turnpike  a  short  distance  beyond  Cub  Run,  by 
which,  opening  gates  and  passing  through  private  grounds,  we  might 
reach  the  fords.  It  was  desirable  to  assure  ourselves  that  this  route 
was  entirely  practicable.  In  company  with  Captain  Woodbury,  Engi- 
neers, and  Governor  Sprague,  and  escorted  by  a  company  of  cavalry, 
I  on  the  19th  followed  up  the  valley  of  Cub  Run  until  we  reached  a 
point  west  10°  north,  and  about  four  miles  in  an  air- line  from  Centre- 
ville, near  which  we  struck  a  road  which  we  believed  to  lead  to  the 
fords.   Following  it  for  a  short  distance,  we  encountered  the  enemyte 
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patrols.  •  As  we  were  most  anxious  to  avoid  attracting  the  enemy's 
attention  to  our  designs  in  this  quarter,  we  did  not  care  to  pursue  the 
reconnaissance  farther.  We  had  seen  enough  to  be  convinced  of  the 
perfect  practicability  of  the  route.  To  make  more  certain  of  the  fords, 
however.  Captain  Woodbury  proposed  to  return  at  night,  and,  with  a 
few  Michigan  woodsmen  from  Colonel  Sherman's  brigade,  to  endeavor 
to  find  them. 

On  returning  to  camp  it  was  determined  to  send  Captain  Wright  and 
Lientenant  Snyder,  Engineers,  with  Captain  Woodbury.  At  the  same 
time  the  commanding  general  ciirected  Captain  Whipple,  Toi>ographical 
Engineers,  and  Lieutenant  Prime,  Engineers,  to  make  a  night  recon- 
naissance of  the  run  between  Warren  ton  Bridge  and  Blackburn's  Ford. 
Both  these  night  expeditions  failed.  It  was  found  the  enemy  occupied 
the  woods  too  strongly  on  our  side  of  the  run  to  permit  the  reconnais- 
sances to  be  accomplished.  It  was  not  our  policy  to  drive  in  his 
pickets  until  we  were  in  motion  to  attack.  On  laying  before  you  the 
information  obtained,  the  commanding  general  l>elieved  himself  justi- 
fied in  adopting  the  following  plan  of  attack,  which  was  decided  upon 
on  the  20th : 

1.  A  false  attack  to  be  made  by  Richardson's  brigade  (temporarily 
attached  to  Miles'  division)  on  Blackburn's  Ford;  the  rest  of  that  divis- 
ion remaining  in  reserve  at  Centreville. 

2.  Tyler's  division  to  move  from  its  camp  at  3  a.  m.  ^the  21st)  towards 
the  stone  bridge  of  the  Warrenton  turnpike,  to  feign  the  main  attack 
upon  this  point. 

3.  The  divisions  of  Hunter  and  Heintzelman  (in  the  order  named) 
to  leave  their  camps  at  2.30  a.  m.  (they  were  encamped  about  two  or 
three  miles  behind  Tyler),  and,  following  his  movement,  to  diverge  from 
the  Warrenton  turnpike  at  the  by-road  beyond  Cub  Run,  and  take  the 
road  for  Sudley  Springs;  or,  rather,  it  was  provided  (if  I  mistake  not) 
that  Hunter's  division  should  proceed  to  Sudley  Springs,  and  Heintzel- 
man to  take  the  lower  ford;  these  matters,  however,  to  be  regulated  by 
circumstances. 

It  was  intended  that  the  head  of  Hunter's  division  should  be  at  tffe 
turn-off  at  early  daylight  or  about  4  a.m.,  and  that  it  should  reach 
Sudley  by  6  or  7. 

You  are  aware  of  the  unexpected  delay.  The  two  leading  brigades 
of  Tyler  had  not  cleared  the  road  for  Hunter  to  this  point  until  5.30; 
and  our  guide,  alleging  that  a  nearer  route  to  the  ford  would  bring  our 
columns  in  sight  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  led  them  by  so  circuitous  a 
way  that  Hunter  did  not  reach  Sudley  until  9.30,  or  thereabouts.  Ac- 
companying the  commanding  general,  we,  as  you  are  aware,  after  wait- 
ing two  or  three  hours  at  the  turn-off,  rode  on  to  overtake  the  front  of 
Hunter's  division.  When  we  emerged  from  the  woods  (nearly  north- 
east of  Sudley)  into  the  open  country,  from  whence  the  course  of  the 
run  and  the  slopes  of  the  opposite  shore  could  be  seen,  we  could  per- 
ceive the  enemy's  columns  in  motion  to  meet  us.  The  loss  of  time 
here  in  great  measure  thwarted  our  plan.  We  had  hoped  to  pass  the 
ford  and  reach  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  defenses  at  Warrenton  stone 
bridge  before  lie  could  assemble  a  sufficient  force  to  cope  with  us. 

It  now  became  necessary  to  have  Tyler's  division  force  the  passage 
of  the  bridge.  It  had  always  been  intended  that  this  division  should 
pass  at  or  near  the  bridge ;  but  it  was  hoped,  by  taking  its  defenses  in 
rear,  it  could  be  passed  without  force.  Toe  commanding  general 
promptly  sent  orders  to  Tyler  to  press  his  attack  with  all  vigor.  I  had 
yet  much  confidence  that,  though  we  had  been- anticipated  (owing  to 
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the delays  mentioned),  the  enemy  was  not  yet  assembled  to  oppose  as 
in  great  force  (a  confidence  which  I  think  the  facts  justified) ;  that  we 
might  successfully  attack  him  in  front,  while  the  division  of  Tyler 


should  fall  upon  his  flank  and  rear. 

When  we  reached  the  front  of  Hunter's  column,  the  battle  was  just 
commencing.  The  events  of  the  battle-field  will  be  described  in  the 
reports  you  will  receive  from  other  quarters.  I  was  near  the  com- 
manding general  until  some  time  after  the  arrival  of  Sherman's  brigade 
on  our  left  Being  accidentally  separated,  I  saw  yourself  on  the  right, 
and,  joining  you,  we  observed  for  some  time  the  action  on  the  heights, 
where  the  enemy  made  his  final  and  successful  stand.  As  we  were 
observing,  the  zouave  regiment  of  Heintzelman  was  driven  back, 
leaving  Kicketts'  battery,  upon  which  we  observed  the  enemy  charge. 

Yon  left  me  here,  and  I  remained  a  few  minutes  longer,  an  anxious 
spectator,  and  for  the  first  time  beginning  to  anticipate  a  possible 
defeat.  Two  brigades  of  Tyler's  division  had  passed  over  the  run. 
and  I  supposed  (and  believe  the  commanding  general  supposed)  that 
the  entire  division  was  over.  If  so,  the  stone  bridge  was  unguarded, 
and  if  we  were  defeated,  our  retreating  columns  might  be  cut  off  from 
Cent  re  ville  by  the  detachments  of  the  enemy  crossing  this  bridge.  I 
became  so  anxious  on  this  point,  that  I  sought  yon  again  and  found 
yon  at  some  distance  in  the  rear.  After  some  consultation,  you,  on  my 
assuming  the  responsibility,  sent  an  order  to  Colonel  Miles  to  move  up 
two  of  his  brigades  to  the  stone  bridge,  and  to  telegraph  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  send  up  all  the  troops  that  could  be  spared  from  Washington. 
While  I  was  returning  towards  the  front,  intending  to  rejoin  the  com- 
manding general,  I  saw  our  front  give  way,  and  it  soon  became  evident 
that  we  were  defeated. 

I  have  stated  that  it  was  a  part  of  the  plan  of  the  battle  that  Tyler's 
division  should  pass  at  or  near  the  stone  bridge.  Two  of  his  brigades 
actually  did  pass,  but  not  at  the  bridge  (they  finding  fords  a  hair  mile 
higher  up),  and  connected  themselves  with  our  left  In  anticipation 
that  the  stone  bridge  would  be  blown  up,  Captain  Alexander  bad  been 
instructed  to  prepare  a  trestle  bridge  to  replace  it  This  he  had  on  the 
spot,  but  there  appear  to  have  been  no  mines  prepared  under  the 
bridge.  Captain  Alexander  passed  over  his  pioneers  one  by  one,  and 
set  them  to  cutting  away  the  abatis,  200  yards  in  extent,  obstructing 
the  road.  This  task  was  accomplished,  and  the  way  was  opened  for 
Schenck's  brigade  to  fall  on  the  enemy's  right  at  the  moment  when  our 
lines  finally  gave  way  in  front 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  the  combination,  though  thwarted 
by  adverse  circumstances,  was  actually  successful  in  uniting  three  en- 
tire divisions,  excepting  the  brigade  of  Schenck,  which  had  just  opened 
its  way  to  fall  on  t  he  enemy's  right  at  the  moment  when  our  lines 
finally  gave  way  in  front,  upon  the  decisive  point. 

A  fault,  perhaps,  it  was  that  it  did  not  provide  earlier  for  bringing 
the  two  brigades  of  Miles  (in  reserve  at  Centreville)  into  action.  One 
of  his  brigades  (Bichardson's)  actually  did  participate,  though  not  on 
the  battle-field,  and  in  its  affair  at  Blackburn's  Ford  probably  neutral- 
ized at  least  an  equal  number  of  the  enemy. 

On  retiring  to  Centre  ville,  my  opinion  was  asked  as  to  maintaining 
our  position,  and  I  gave  it  in  favor  of  a  prompt  retreat,  for  I  believed 
the  enemy  was  far  superior  in  numbers,  and  that,  elated  by  his  victory, 
he  would  pursue,  and  I  believed  that  a  defeated  army  actually  driven 
back  on  Washington  before  a  pursuing  enemy  would  endanger  the 
safety  of  the  capital. 
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The  Engineer  officers  under  my  command  and  attached  to 
ent  divisions  were  as  follows : 

Capt.  D.  P.  Woodbury  and  Second  Lieut  Chas.  E.  Cross,  to  the  Sec- 
ond Division,  under  Colonel  Hunter. 

Capt  H.  G.  Wright  and  First  Lieut  G.  W.  Snyder,  to  the  Third  Di- 
vision, under  Colonel  Heihtzelman. 

Capt.  B.  S.  Alexander  and  First  Lieut.  D.  C.  Houston,  to  the  First 
Division,  under  General  Tyler. 

First  Lieut  F.  E.  Prime,  to  the  Fifth  Division,  under  Colonel  Miles. 

They  have  all  been  most  active  and  zealous  in  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  devolving  upon  them. 

A  report  from  Capt  D.  P.  Woodbury  is  herewith.  Reports  from 
Captains  Wright  and  Alexander  and  Lieutenant  Prime  will  be  furnished 
when  received. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

J.  G.  BARNARD, 
Major  of  Engineers. 

Capt  J.  B.  Fry,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  8. 

Report  of  Capt.  Daniel  P.  Woodbury,  U.  8.  Corps  of  Engineers. 

Fort  Corcoran,  Va.,  July  30, 1861. 

Major  :  In  compliance  with  your  request  that  I  should  furnish  a 
report  of  my  own  services  and  observations  at  the  unfortunate  battle 
of  Bull  Run,  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  I  accompanied  the  divisions 
of  Colonel  Hunter  and  Colonel  Heintzelman,  and,  assisted  by  Captain 
Wright,  directed  their  course  around  the  headwaters  of  Bull  Run, 
leaving  the  Centreville  and  Warrenton  road  about  one-third  mile  west 
of  Cub  Run  at  5.30  a.  m.,  July  21,  and  arriving  at  the  upper  ford,  or 
Sudley's  Mill,  at  9.30  a.  m.  The  distance  between  these  points  by  our 
route  is  between  five  and  six  miles.  We  followed  in  the  main  an  old 
road  as  laid  down  upon  the  map,  halting  occasionally  to  prepare  the 
road  for  artillery.  At  Sudley's  Mill  we  lingered  about  an  hour,  to 
give  the  men  and  horses  water  and  a  little  rest  before  going  into  action, 
our  advance  guard  in  the  mean  time  going  ahead  about  three-quarters 
of  a  mile.  Resuming  our  march,  we  emerged  from  the  woods  about 
one  mile  south  of  the  ford,  and  came  upon  a  beautiful  open  valley  about 
one  and  a  quarter  miles  square,  bounded  on  the  right  or  west  by  a 
wooded  ridge,  on  the  east  by  the  rough  spurs  or  bluffs  of  Bull  Run,  on 
the  north  by  an  open  plain  and  ridge,  on  which  bur  troops  began  to 
form,  and  on  the  south  by  another  ridge,  on  which  the  enemy  were 
strongly  posted,  with  woods  behind  their  backs.  The  enemy  were  also 
in  possession  of  the  bluffs  of  Bull'  Riin  on  our  left 

The  flankers  of  the  advanced  guard  on  the  left  of  our  road  first 
received  the  fire  of  the  enemy — a  single  regiment  lying  on  the  ground 
on  the  south  side  of  the  northern  ridge  of  the  valley.  At  the  same  time 
the  enemy  opened  upon  the  head  of  our  column,  and  particularly  upon 
the  road,  with  many  pieces  of  artillery  in  prepared  batteries  and  in  the 
open  field.  These  batteries  were  more  than  a  mile  off;  and  did  little 
execution,  but  the  shells  falling  continually  somewhat  intimidated  our 
troops.  It  was  evident  at  a  glance  that  the  enemy  was  fully  prepared, 
and  I  suggested  to  Colonel  Hunter,  commanding  the  leading  division, 
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that  we  should  confine  our  operations  mainly  to  our  left  flank,  driving 
the  enemy  from  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Bull  Run,  and  securing  a 
junction  with  General  Tyler's  division,  then  to  act  according  to  circum- 
stances as  the  commanding  general  might  think  best. 

Colonel  Hunter  unfortunately  was  wounded  at  the  very  beginning  of 
the  action.  He  had  gone  forward  to  the  very  lines  of  the  enemy  to  see 
better  how  to  direct  the  attack,  and  was  struck  by  the  fragment  of  a 
shell.  The  loss  of  a  chief,  and  so  gallant  a  chief,  at  that  moment  was  a 
great  calamity.  After  this  1  reported  to  Colonel  Porter,  then  in  com- 
mand, and  afterwards  to  General  McDowell,  with  whom  1  finally  retired 
from  the  field. 

It  is  not  for  me  to  give  a  history  of  the  battle.  The  enemy  was 
driven  on  our  left  from  cover  to  cover  a  mile  aud  a  half.  Our  position 
for  renewing  the  action  the  next  morning  was  excellent;  whence,  then, 
our  failure  f  It  will  not  be  out  of  place,  I  hope,  for  me  to  give  my  own 
opinion  of  the  cause  of  this  failure.  An  old  soldier  feels  safe  in  the 
ran ks,  unsafe  out  of  the  ranks,  and  the  greater  the  danger  the  more 
pertinaciously  he  clings  to  his  place.  The  volunteer  of  three  months 
never  attains  this  instinct  of  discipline.  Under  danger,  and  even  under 
mere  excitement,  he  flies  away  from  his  ranks,  and  looks  for  safety  in 
dispersion.  At  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  21st  there  were  more 
than  twelve  thousand  volunteers  on  the  battle-field  of  Bull  Run  who 
had  entirely  lost  their  regimental  organizations.  They  could  no  longer 
be  handled  as  troops,  for  the  officers  and  men  were  not  together.  Men 
and  officers  mingled  together  promiscuously ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  remark 
that  this  disorganization  did  not  result  from  defeat  or  fear,  for  up  to  4 
o'clock  we  had  been  uniformly  successful.  The  instiuct  of  discipline 
which  keeps  every  man  in  his  place  had  not  been  acquired.  We  can- 
not suppose  that  the  troops  of  the  enemy  had  attained  a  higher  degree 
of  discipline  than  our  own,  but  they  acted  on  the  defensive,  and  were 
not  equally  exposed  to  disorganization. 

Lieutenant  Cross,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  who  has  been  my  assistant 
during  the  last  two  months,  had  immediate  charge  of  a  working  party 
of  sappers  and  miners  on  our  march  from  this  place  to  Bull  Run,  fol- 
lowing in  the  rear  of  the  advance  guard  and  promptly  clearing  away 
all  obstructions.  He  was  on  the  field  of  battle,  zealously  seeking  and 
reporting  information. 
Respectfully, 

D.  P.  WOODBURY, 

Captain  of  Engineers. 

Maj.  J.  G.  Barnard, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  9.. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Frederick  E.  Prime,  U.  8.  Carps  of  Engineers. 

Four-Milk  Run,  Va.,  August  1, 1861. 

8nt:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  as  follows  with  respect  to  my  duties  on  Sunday,  the  day  of  the 
battle : 

Early  in  the  morning  I  proceeded  with  Colonel  Miles,  to  whose  staff 
I  was  attached,  to  Centreville,  leaving  my  tool  wagon  and  detachment 
at  the  cross-roads  in  Centreville.  The  battery  near  the  road  from  Fair- 
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fox  Court-Houso  having  been  examined  by  Colonel  Miles,  the  pioneers 
of  the  Garibaldi  Guard  were  directed  to  construct  a  [redoubt]  with  two 
embrasures,  so  as  to  sweep  the  old  Braddock  road,  and  resist  any  at- 
tempt to  outflank  us  from  the  left,  by  Union  Mills  road  or  road  from 
Gaines'  Ford.  The  road  being  still  obstructed  by  the  other  columns,  by 
order  of  Colonel  Miles  I  started  Colonel  Davies'  brigade  on  the  road  to 
Blackburn's  Ford,  reaching  that  road  by  a  short  cut  across  the  fields. 
I  then  returned  to  Colonel  Miles,  and  examined  some  positions  for  in- 
trenchments  on  the  left  of  the  Blackburn  road.  These  positions  having 
been  chosen,  I  was  directed  to  proceed  towards  Blackburn's  Ford  with 
my  tools.  Reaching  Colonel  Richardsou's  brigade,  I  was  informed  that 
Colonel  Davies  was  in  command.  I  proceeded  to  the  extreme  left  of 
the  line  and  reported  to  him.  I  shortly  after  returned  to  the  center, 
where  Captain  Hunt's  battery  was  stationed. 

I  was  directed- by  Colonel  Richardson  to  remain  near  the  battery  and 
keep  watch  on  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  Colonel  Richardson  pro- 
ceeded to  make  an  abatis  to  cover  a  road  for  infantry  and  artillery, 
which  should  connect  with  the  left.  This  road  was  formed  on  the  skirt 
of  the  wood  by  cutting  down  the  trees  necessary  for  the  abatis.  Con- 
siderable progress  was  made  in  a  battery  across  the  road  with  three 
embrasures.  This  had  a  log  revetment  for  the  interior  slope,  and  some 
ten  or  twelve  feet  of  dirt  in  front.  Captain  Hunt's  battery  having  been 
ordered  to  the  left,  Lieutenant  Greene's  battery  was  advanced  to  replace 
it,  two  pieces  being  on  the  right  of  the  road  and  two  on  the  left  An 
excellent  view  could  be  obtained  of  the  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery) 
as  they  moved  either  towards  or  from  the  main  battle-field,  the  road  in 
many  places  passing  over  cleared  ground. 

One  hundred  and  sixty  skirmishers  were  directed  to  proceed  by  a 
ravine  on  our  left  to  feel  the  enemy.  I  proceeded  with  them.  On  ap- 
proaching the  road  near  Bull  Run  the  enemy's  skirmishers  fired  upon 
them  and  they  fell  back,  the  orders  being  tjiat  no  engagement  should 
be  brought  on.  Shortly  afterwards  I  was  directed  by  Colonel  Miles  to 
send  my  men  and  implements  to  Centreville,  and  to  return  with  him?  in 
order  to  attend  to  the  defenses  of  that  point.  Shortly  before  reaching 
Centreville  I  was  directed  by  Colonel  Miles  to  put  Colonel  Blenker's 
brigade  in  motion  immediately  for  Warrenton  Bridge.  1  did  so,  and 
on  Colonel  Miles'  arrival  at  Centreville  I  received  orders  to  accompany 
the  brigade  and  make  a  stand  at  Warrenton  Bridge,  or,  if  circumstances 
rendered  it  necessary,  to  countermarch  and  take  a  defensive  position  at 
Centreville. 

The  road  was  now  thronged  with  a  mingled  mass  of  footmen,  mounted 
men,  wagons,  &c.  Before*  reaching  the  head  of  the  column  I  received 
from  an  officer  of  high  rank  intelligence  that  the  Army  was  in  full 
retreat.  I  requested  him  to  send  the  battery  at  the  rear  of  the  column 
back  to  Centreville.  As  I  reached  each  regiment  I  had  them  deployed 
to  the  right  and  left  to  cover  the  retreat,  with  instructions  to  fall  back 
slowly  to  Centreville.  Colonel  Blenker,  with  his  leading  regiment 
deployed  in  line  of  battle  and  covered  with  a  hne  of  skirmishers,  asked 
for  authority  to  move  forward,  so  as  to  check  any  advance  of  the  ene- 
my's cavalry.  Deeming  my  instructions  sufficient,  I  gave  the  necessary 
order  in  Colonel  Miles'  name,  and  was  glad  to  learn  from  Colonel  Blenker 
next  day  that  an  advance  of  cavalry  had  been  checked  and  some  pris- 
oners released.  I  then  returned  to  Centreville  for  orders,  and,  finding 
Colonel  Miles  had  been  relieved  of  his  command,  reported  to  General 
McDowell.  By  his  direction  I  proceeded  towards  the  Union  Mills  to 
ascertain  if  there  were  any  signs  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction.  None 
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being  found.  I  was,  on  my  return,  directed  to  post  the  Twenty -seventh 
Pennsylvania  Regiment  on  the  right  of  the  Blackburn  Ford  road.  On 
returning  from  the  discharge  of  this  portion  of  my  duty  I  was  unable 
to  find  general  headquarters.  I  remained  with  Greene's  battery  until  I 
was  informed  that  the  Army  had  been  ordered  to  fall  back  to  Fairfax 
Court-House  and  make  a  stand. 

At  3.30  Monday  morning  I  was  at  Fairfax  Court-  House  with  my  wagon, 
ready  to  carry  out  such  orders  as  I  might  receive.  The  troops  continued 
to  file  through  the  town,  and  I  ascertained  from  Colonel  Blenker  that 
new  orders  had  been  issued,  directing  the  troops  to  fall  back  to  their 
old  positions  on  the  south  side  of  the  Potomac.  I  started  my  wagon 
and  detachment  for  the  engineer  depot  at  Fort  Runyon,  and,  at  Colonel 
Richardson's  request,  acccompanied  him  and  his  rear  guard  of  two 
Michigan  regiments.  These,  I  believe,  were  the  last  troops  that  left 
Fairfax  Court-House,  and  covered  the  retreat  as  far  as  the  cross-roads 
formed  by  the  Alexandria  turnpike  and  road  through  Arlington  Mills. 
I  shortly  afterwards  ordered  an  advance,  reaching  Alexandria  about 
noon  on  Monday. 

Before  closing  my  report  I  wish  to  mention  Sergeant  Field  and  ten 
men  from  the  Fourth  New  Jersey  (three  months')  Volunteers,  who  ac- 
companied my  tool  wagon  and  brought  it  back  in  safety,  being  the 
most  of  the  time  separated  from  me. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

FREDERICK  E.  PRIME, 
First  Lieutenant^  Engineers. 

Maj.  J.  G.  Barnard, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  Washington,  D.  0. 


No.  10. 

Report  of  Capt.  Henry  F.  Clarice,  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  U.  8.  Army, 
of  the  subsistence  of  the  Armv  from  Julv  15  to  21. 

Arlington,  Va.,  August  2, 1861. 

Captain:  For  the  information  of  the  general  commanding  the  de- 
partment. I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  in  reference 
to  the  subsistence  of  the  Army  under  his  command  during  its  recent 
operations  in  front: 

On  the  15th  ultimo  the  commanders  of  divisions  were  directed  to  see 
that  all  the  troops  of  their  respective  commands  have  cooked  and  in 
their  haversacks  by  3  p.  m.  the  next  day  three  days'  rations,  and  orders 
were  given  that  five  days'  additional  subsistence  should  be  loaded  into 
wagon  trains  on  the  day  of  march,  and  follow  the  Army  on  the  day 
succeeding,  and  that  a  specified  number  of  beef  cattle  should  be  driven 
forward  with  each  train. 

Owing  to  the  necessary  number  of  wagons  not  being  furnished  in 
season  to  ifn  instructed  and  many  worthless  teamsters  .and  green  teams, 
and  to  some  of  the  roads  being  bad,  only  one  of  the  trains — that  in  charge 
of  First  Lieut.  J.  P.  Hawkins,  Second  Infantry,  A.  O.  S.— was  able  to 
overtake  the  Army  on  the  morning  of  the  18th.  It,  with  ninety  head  of 
beef  cattle,  by  traveling  all  the  previous  night,  arrived  at  Fairfax  Court- 
House  on  the  morning  stated,  before  the  Army  had  taken  up  its  march. 
During  the  morning,  while  the  Army  was  moving  forward  to  Centre- 
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Lieuts.  G.  BeLL  First  Artillery,  and  James  Curtis,  Fifteenth  Infantry, 
intended  for  Colonel  Heintzelman's  and  General  Tyler's  divisions,  re- 
spectively, would  not  reach  the  Army  in  season,  and  I  was  directed  to 
distribute  the  subsistence  in  the  train  present  as  equally  as  possible 
amongst  the  several  divisions.  Fourteen  wagons,  containing  about 
17,000  rations,  were  sent,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Hawkins,  to  the  Fifth 
Division;  the  remaining  wagons  were  directed  to  immediately  proceed 
to  Centre ville,  and  I  had  made  the  best  arrangements  in  my  power 
to  distribute  the  provisions  they  contained  amongst  the  other  three 
divisions. 

Shortly  after  our  arrival  at  Cent  re  ville  I  was  officially  informed  that 
the  train  with  sixty-five  head  of  beef  cattle,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant 
('urns,  was  in  the  vicinity,  and  the  train  with  seventy  head  of  beef  cat- 
tle, in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Bell,  was  at  Fairfax  Court-House.  I  then 
directed  the  first  of  these  trains  to  come  forward  to  Cent  re  ville  and  en- 
camp for  the  night,  and  the  second  to  come  forward  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible,  and  myself  conducted  the  remaining  wagons  of  Lieutenant 
Hawkins'  train,  and  turned  them  over  to  the  officer  (Lieutenant  Merrill) 
directed  by  General  Tyler  to  receive  and  distribute  to  the  First  Division 
the  subsistence  stores  they  contained. 

I  endeavored  to  distribute  the  subsistence  stores  equally  amongst  the 
several  divisions  according  to  the  strength  of  each ;  but  in  consequence  of 
the  necessity  of  breaking  up  the  train  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Hawkins 
which  was  intended  for  the  divisions  of  Colonels  Miles  and  Hunter,  and 
the  late  arrival  of  the  others,  difficulties  arose,  and  I  may  not  have  suc- 
ceeded in  my  object 

Making  due  allowance  for  all  losses  on  the  march,  according  to  the 
reports  of  the  officers  conducting  the  trains  and  my  own  observation 
at  least  160,000  complete  rations  were  received  by  the  Army  at  and 
in  the  vicinity  of  Centreville ;  sufficient  for  its  subsistence  for  five  days. 

In  a  circular  from  department  headquarters,  dated  at  Centreville, 
July  20, 1861,  commanders  of  divisions  were  directed  to  give  the  neces- 
sary orders  that  an  equal  distribution  of  the  subsistence  stores  on  hand 
might  be  made  immediately  to  the  different  companies  in  their  respective 
commands,  so  that  they  should  be  provided  with  the  same  number  of 
days7  subsistence,  and  that  the  same  be  cooked  and  put  into  the  haver- 
sacks of  the  men ;  and  they  were  informed  that  the  subsistence  stores 
then  in  possession  of  each  division,  with  the  fresh  beef  that  could  be 
drawn  from  the  chief  commissary,  must  last  to  include  the  23d  instant. 
The  three  days'  subsistence  it  was  directed  the  troops  should  have  in 
their  haversacks  by  3  p.  m.  on  the  16th  of  July  should  have  lasted  them 
to  the  afternoon  of  the  19th.  After  the  distribution  made  in  compliance 
with  the  circular  above  referred  to,  I  know  of  several  instances  in  which 
subsistence  stores  remained  in  possession  of  division  and  brigade  com- 
missaries, andrf  others  in  which  provisions  were  left  on  the  ground  of 
the  encampments  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  of  July. 

From  personal  observation  on  the  march  on  the  morning  of  the  21st 
of  July,  I  know  that  generally  the  haversacks  of  the  men  were  filled— 
whether  properly  or  not  I  do  not  know.  Regimental  officers  should  be 
held  accountable  for  that.  During  the  battle  and  following  it  I  noticed 
many  filled  haversacks,  canteens,  blankets,  and  other  property  lying  on 
the  ground,  their  owners  having  doubtless  thrown  them  away  to  get  rid 
of  the  labor  of  carrying  them  on  so  hot  a  day  and  under  such  trying 
circumstances. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  reports  of  Lieutenants  Bell, 
Hawkins,  and  Curtis.   The  duties  they  performed  were  highly  irapor- 
32  B  E — vol  u 
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taut,  and  all  who  are  acquainted  with  the  difficulties  under  which  they 
labored  and  overcame  will  know  that  they  acted  with  judgment  and 
energy  and  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Government 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  F.  CLARKE, 
Captain  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 
Capt.  James  B.Ftiy,  ^       ^  ^  ^ 


No.  11. 

Report  of  Lieut.  George  Bell,  Acting  Commissary  Subsistence,  U.  8.  Army, 
of  the  subsistence  of  the  Army  from  July  16  to  22. 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  1, 1861. 

Sib:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  of  the  31st  ultimo,  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

On  the  16th  ultimo  about  fifty  wagons  arrived  at  Alexandria,  Ya., 
for  the  transportation  of  subsistence  stores  for  General  McDowell's 
command.  On  the  following  day  you  directed  me  to  forward  about 
sixty  more,  sufficient  for  the  amount  of  stores.  These  were  in  a  very 
incomplete  condition  for  the  road,  very  few  of  the  horses  being  shod  ; 
a  large  number  of  teamsters  and  wagon-masters  very  inexperienced ; 
the  horses  new ;  a  number  of  wagons  requiring  linchpins  before  they 
could  be  moved;  also  requiring  name-strings,  extra  traces,  links,  &c, 
necessary  to  produce  a  rapid  and  secure  movement  on  the  road.  My 
whole  attention  was  directed  to  putting  them  in  proper  condition, 
neglecting  for  a  time  my  legitimate  duties  in  the  subsistence  depart- 
ment. The  recent  establishment  of  the  quartermaster's  depot  in  Alex- 
andria, the  constant  and  continued  employment  of  the  workmen  for 
the  volunteers,  their  limited  number,  besides  its  utter  destitution  of 
all  the  essentials  of  a  quartermaster's  depot,  compelled  me  to  send  to 
Washington  for  what  requisites  I  could  obtain. 

Immediately  after  General  McDowell's  presence  there  more  energy 
was  displayed.  On  the  evening  of  the  17th  and  morning  of  the  18th 
60,000  complete  assorted  rations,  in  parcels  or  sections  of  15,000  each, 
were  packed  by  me  in  about  fifty-four  wagons.,  1  also  attached  one 
extra  wagon  to  each  section  with  the  substantial  parts  of  the  ration. 
These  wagons  I  turned  over  to  Lieutenant  Hawkins,  U.  S.  Army,  in  a 
complete  condition  as  far  as  the  requirements  of  the  Quartermaster's 
Department  were  concerned.  I  then  packed  for  myself,  in.  a  similar 
manner  with  the  extra,  45,000  rations  in  about  forty-eight  wagons;  all 
the  bard  bread  in  boxes.  About  108,000  rations  were  taken  by  Lieuten- 
ant Hawkius  and  myself  on  the  18th  ultimo.  I  also  took  seventy  beef 
cattle. 

On  the  18th,  with  an  escort  of  about  two  hundred  men  of  the  New 
Jersey  Volunteers,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Moore,  I  left 
Alexandria  for  Colonel  Heintzelman's  command,  The  only  information 
I  could  obtain  before  their  departure  was,  they  intended  taking  the 
extreme  left.  I  was  informed  by  General  Bunyon,  commanding,  that 
they  had  gone  to  Occoquan,  and  started  on  the  road  for  that  place. 
After  having  proceeded  several  miles,  I  was  informed  by  an  officer  he 
had  lust  left  Colonel  Heintzelman  at  Fairfax  Station.  I  immediatelv 
changed  my  course,  and  proceeded  direct  to  Fairfax  Court-House,  with 
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the  intention  of  going  from  thence  to  the  station.  I  arrived  at  the 
Court- House  about  4.45  p.  in . ,  and  finding  no  person  there  from  whom  I 
could  obtain  any  information,  parked  temporarily  my  train,  sent  Mr. 
Burns  forward  to  look  for  you  tor  orders,  and  proceeded  myself  direct 
to  Fairfax  Station  to  see  Colonel  Heintzelman.  I  found  he  baa*  left  a 
place  two  miles  from  there,  on  the  advance,  a  few  hours  previous.  As 
the  cattle  were  completely  exhausted  by  the  extreme  heat  and  the 
horses  much  tired,  I  camped  for  the  night,  and  lit  4  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the 
19th  started  for  Centre  ville,  joining  you  about  8  o'clock  a.  m.  After 
assisting  you  in  the  distribution  of  my  stores,  I  returned  the  same  night 
with  the  above  one  hundred  empty  wagons  to  Alexandria,  arriving  there 
about  6  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  20th. 

Mr.  Leech  accompanied  me  as  chief  wagon-master.  We  commenced 
loading  as  soon  as  practicable.  I  directed  Mr.  Leech  to  forward  to 
Cloud's  Mill  all  the  wagons  as  soon  as  loaded,  and  wait  there  until  the 
entire  train  was  completed.  By  4  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  the  21st 
ultimo  all  were  on  the  road.  I  loaded,  in  sections  of  complete  assorted 
rations  of  7,000  and  14,000,  70,000  rations,  and  thirty  wagons  with  the 
substantial  parts  of  the  ration— bread,  meat,  sugar,  coffee,  &c  About 
twenty-five  wagons,  with  forage,  &c.,  accompanied  the  train,  with  a  few 
empty  wagons  for  contingencies,  as  about  sixty  were  idle  in  Alexandria 
when  we  left. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Moore,  with  about  three  hundred  New  Jersey 
Volunteers,  again  joined  me  at  Cloud's  Mill,  which  we  lea  in  complete 
order,  expecting  to  join  the  command  before  daylight  on  the  morning 
of  the  22d.  I  was  at  the  head  of  the  train,  and  turned  off  about  eight 
miles  from  Alexandria  on  a  road  I  had  previously  traveled  to  avoid 
the  hills.  After  proceeding  from  three  to  five  miles  farther  I  met  a 
gentleman,  who  informed  me  the  Army  was  routed  and  in  full  retreat. 
I  proceeded  about  half  a  mile  farther,  and  met  Lieutenant  Stockton,  of 
Colonel  Hunter's  staff,  with  Colonel  Hunter,  wounded.  He,  in  substance, 
told  me  the  same.  Believing  that  the  presence  of  so  large  a  train  might 
embarrass  the  troops  under  any  circumstances,  and  a  delay  of  a  few 
hours  not  materially  affect  them,  I  sent  an  express  to  General  Runyon, 
requesting  him  to  telegraph  to  Washington  for  instructions^-  and  com- 
menced parking  my  train  in  different  fields  aloug  the  road  in  small  sec- 
tions in  such  a  manner  it  could  advance  or  retire  with  rapidity,  all  the 
sections  moving  simultaneously. 

I  found,  by  approaching  the  rear,  that  Mr.  Leech  had  failed  to  follow 
me,  and  taken  about  forty-five  or  fifty-five  wagons  on  the  road  I  left. 
I  immediately  sent  a  messenger  to  stop  his  train  where  it  was,  and  also 
any  cattle  that  might  be  on  the  road  advancing,  and  to  await  further 
orders  from  me.  (He  was  about  one  and  a  quarter  miles  from  me.) 
After  closing  up  his  train  he  came  up.  I  then  directed  him  to  park 
his  train  in  a  grass  field,  so  he  could  move  rapidly  in  either  direction. 
I  directed  an  expressman  to  proceed  at  once  to  General  McDowell's 
staff,  and  obtain  such  orders  from  you,  or  any  reliable  officer  of  the 
staff,  as  would  control  me.  Lieutenant  Mcintosh,  of  the  New  Jersey 
Volunteers,  kindly  volunteered,  as  also  did  Lieutenant-Colonel  Moore. 
1  also  requested  Lieutenant  Mcintosh  to  examine  carefully  everything 
he  could  with  reference  to  the  movements,  and  return  without  delay. 
The  expressman  from  General  Runyon  returned  with  the  following 
order: 

"  General  Scott  directs  you  to  halt,  and  govern  your  future  move- 
ments by  what  you  hear  from  the  advance." 
About  3.30  a.  m.  on  t  he  22d  ultimo  Lieutenant  Mcintosh  returned,  and 
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said  he  bad  seen  Lieutenant  Hawkins,  who  told  him  the  troops  were 
retiring.  He  (Lieutenant  Mcintosh)  went  on,  and  met  a  member  of  Gen- 
eral McDowell's  staff  (whose  name  he  beard,  bat  forgot),  who  informed 
him  the  Army  were  retiring,  and  expected  to  be  at  Arlington  by  day- 
light, it  not  cut  off,  and  to  tell  me  to  get  the  wagons  oat  of  the  road,  so 
as  not  to  embarrass  them.  He  said  he  met  some  drovers  with  cattle 
harrying  back  rapidly  by  your  orders.  I  immediately  ordered  Mr. 
Burns  to  direct  Mr.  Leech  to  start  without  delay  for  Alexandria  with 
such  wagons  as  were  with  him,  and  started  off  the  train  with  me.  Mr. 
Leech  followed  me  at  the  distance  of  a  few  hundred  yards.  The  entire 
train  arrived  safely  in  Alexandria,  without  the  loss  of  a  wagon,  before 
7.30  a.  m.  on  the  22d  ultimo.  A  number  of  the  wagons  in  the  rear  were 
stopped  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city  and  their  contents  taken.  Also, 
after  their  arrival,  I  understand,  a  number  were  taken  by  troops  of 
Colonel  Davies'  brigade,  but  of  the  command  I  have  nothing  definite. 
I  know  the  provisions  left  the  wagons  after  their  return.  I  am  confi- 
dent all  returned.  As  great  disorder  and  confusion  prevailed  in  Alex- 
andria, I  was  apprehensive  the  wagons  would  be  seized  by  the  return- 
ing troops.  I  immediately  proceeded  to  Washington  and  reported  the 
fact  to  the  Subsistence  Department,  who  very  judiciously  ordered  the 
entire  train  to  Washington,  with  the  cattle,  which  had  also  returned  in 
safety.  I  am  satisfied  this  movement  alone  saved  the  provisions  from 
an  unavoidable  seizure. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Moore  and  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Mcintosh, 
of  the  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  assisted  in  every  possible  manner,  ana 
kindly  volunteered  for  any  duty  I  might  assign  them  to.  The  officers 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Moore's  command  were  also  desirous  of  offering 
any  aid  in  their  power.   Mr.  Burns  was  invaluable  to  me  as  an  assistant. 

I  have  turned  over  all  the  stores  in  the  train.  The  loss  of  hard  bread 
was  very  heavy,  from  the  inconvenience  of  transporting  it  and  the 
breakage  of  the  barrels. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  BELL, 
J^hrst  IAeutenant,  First  Artillery ',  A.  C.  S. 

Capt.  H.  F.  Clarke,  C.  A, 

In  charge  of  Subsistence  of  General  McDoweWs  command. 


No.  12. 

Report  of  Lieut.  James  Curtis,  Acting  Commissary  Subsistence.  TJ.  B»  Army, 
of  the  subsistence  of  the  Army  from  July  16  to  22. 

Arlington  House,  Va.,  August  1, 1861. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  date  of  yesterday,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my  operations  in  conducting  sub- 
sistence stores  to  the  army  of  General  McDowell  during  its  recent  ad- 
vance to  Centreville  and  Bull  Run : 

On  the  16th  day  of  July  a  train  of  fifteen  wagons  from  the  Maine  regi- 
ments, under  charge  of  one  Graves,  wagon-master,  reported  to  me  at 
the  storehouse  of  Lieutenant  Grey,  Second  Artillery,  A.  C.  S.,  near  Fort 
Corcoran.  These  teams  were  in  excellent  order  and  under  good  man- 
agement. These  wagons  I  loaded  with  stores  that  day.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  17th  July  I  received  from  Capt  O.  H.  Tillinghast,  A.  Q.  M., 
U.  S.  A.,  fifty  more  wagons.  Of  these  I  loaded  forty-nine  the  same  day, 


Digitized  by  Google 


Chap.  EX.) 


THE  BULL  BUN  CAMPAIGN 


341 


making  in  all  a  train  of  sixty-four  wagons.  These  last  teams  were  hastily 
put  together,  and  not  used  to  work,  and  were  illy  provided  with  extra 
materials  to  supply  breakage,  &c.  The  teamsters  also  were  a  great 
many  of  them  utterly  unfit  for  their  business.  In  fact,  the  management 
of  the  train  was  a  matter  of  great  difficulty.  One  wagon,  which  was 
broken,  I  left  behind  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Grey. 

At  4  p.  m.  of  the  17th  I  started  for  Falls  Church  with  my  train,  intend- 
ing to  camp  at  that  place  for  the  night  But  the  teams  worked  so  badly, 
and  there  was  so  little  organization,  that  I  was  obliged  to  make  freqnent 
stops  to  keep  together.  There  were  some  ten  or  twelve  of  the  teams 
that  were  unable  to  pull  one-half  an  ordinary  load,  and  these  caused  me 
great  trouble. 

From  7  p.  m.  of  the  17th  instant  until  3  a.  m.  of  the  18th  I  was  engaged 
in  getting  my  train  over  the  hill  just  beyond  Gamp  Tyler,  which  is  the 
worst  on  the  whole  road.  I  was  obliged  to  change  and  double  teams, 
and  after  getting  over  my  teams  were  perfectly  exhausted.  I  therefore 
stopped  until  daylight,  to  feed  and  give  my  train  a  few  hours'  rest.  At 
about  8  a.m.  I  moved  on,  reaching  Vienna  at  12  m.,  where  I  rested  until 
2.30  p.  m. 

In  rear  of  my  train  I  had  sixty-five  beef  cattle.  These  I  found  no  diffi- 
culty with.  At .2.30  p.  m.  I  moved  on  from  Vienna  with  an  escort  of 
twenty  men  from  the  New  Jersey  regiment  stationed  there  under  Col. 
W.  B.  Montgomery.  This  was  the  first  escort  I  had  had.  When  near 
Fairfax  Court-House  I  received  an  order  to  go  by  way  of  Germ  an  town 
and  to  follow  by  the  Oentreville  road.  I  came  up  with  my  train  and 
cattle  with  the  rear  of  the  Army  just  after  dark,  and  as  it  was  impossible 
for  my  teams  to  pull  farther  that  night,  I  camped,  under  the  instructions 
of  Captain  Tillinghast,  alongside  of  the  road.  There  were  at  this  time 
some  ten  or  twelve  of  my  wagons  back  on  the  road.  I  found  that  if  I 
delayed  to  help  these  worthless  teams  over  every  little  hill  I  should  not 
be  up  in  time  with  the  mass  of  my  stores,  which  I  knew  would  be  much 
needed.  These  teams,  however,  all  joined  me  within  two  days,  except 
one  wagon,  which  was,  I  believe,  turned  over  and  badly  broken,  and  left 
behind. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  distributed 
the  contents  of  forty-nine  wagons  to  the  division  of  Colonel  Heintzelman. 
I  then  had  two  forage  wagons,  making  in  all  fifty-one  wagons  that  had 
come  up,  or  thirteen  wagons  still  behind,  which  joined  afterwards,  as  I 
have  stated.  I  found  the  men  in  an  almost  starving  condition,  and 
it  was  impossible,  under  the  circumstances,  to  make  out  papers  or  go 
through  any  formalities.  I  divided  the  provisions  in  my  train  as  equally 
as  possible,  and,  by  your  order,  parked  my  train  near  headquarters;  the 
cattle  near,  and  sixty-five  in  number,  as  when  I  started.  Some  of  my 
other  wagons  having  come  up,  I  turned  over  six  or  seven  with  their 
stores  to  Lieutenant  Hawkins,  Second  Infantry,  A.  C.  S.,  by  your  order. 

Having  done  this,  you  directed  me  to  repair  to  Fairfax  Station,  to  take 
charge  of  and  forward  all  supplies  for  the  Army.  I  arrived  there  at 
about  6  p.  m.  of  the  19th,  and  immediately  took  the  necessary  steps  to 
prepare  storehouses  and  clear  the  track  of  the  obstructions  which  the 
rebels  had  placed  upon  it,  and  which  were  very  formidable,  they  having 
filled  the  deep  cut  there  with  trees  and  earth  at  least  ten  or  twelve  feet 
in  depth  and  for  a  space  of  about  two  hundred  feet. 

I  had  on  the  20th  received  a  lot  of  rifle-cannon  ammunition  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  boxes  of  small-arm  cartridges,  directed  to  Lieutenant 
Strong,  Ordnance.  These  I  was  obliged  to  unload  below  the  cut,  and 
about  a  half  mile  from  the  station.   On  the  morning  of  the  21st  Capt 
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H.  G.  Symonds,  C.  S.,  sent  me  about  ten  thonsand  rations.  I  also  re- 
ceived from  Capt.  B.  O.  Tyler,  A.  Q.  M..  on  this  date,  five  wagons,  com- 
plete, and  three  thousand  pounds  oats,  and  from  the  camp  at  Centre- 
ville  about  thirty  boxes  muskets  (old).  This  was  all  I  had  on  hand  on 
the  evening  of  the  21st. 

During  the  day  I  had  been  engaged  in  telegraphing  the  War  Depart- 
ment of  the  progress  of  the  battle,  as  near  as  I  could  judge.  When 
the  retreat  commenced  I  telegraphed  the  War  Department,  "  Shall  I 
abandon  this  post,  and  by  what  roadf  The  answer  was,  "No."  I 
then  telegraphed,  "  I  have  a  large  quantity  of  rifled  cannon  and  small- 
arm  ammunition.  Shall  I  send  it  in  by  train  t "  To  this  I  got  no  answer. 
I  then  received  a  dispatch  directing  me  to  throw  everything  from  cars 
and  send  them  in  for  troops,  which  I  accordingly  did.  I  did  not  send 
back  the  ammunition,  because  they  telegraphed  their  intention  to  send 
more  men  and  hold  the  position,  and  I  judged  also  that,  after  the  severe 
fight,  if  our  men  made  a  stand,  they  would  want  it  I  therefore  retained 
it,  with  everything  on  hand,  as  I  stated. 

We  remained  at  the  station  expecting  the  arrival  of  troops  until  about 
3  a.m.  of  the  22d,  when  our  pickets  reported  that  the  northeast  road  to 
Alexandria  had  been  blocked  up  by  felling  trees  across  it,  and  that  the 
rebel  cavalry  were  making  their  appearance  near  us.  Shortly  after  this 
the  War  Department  ordered  the  abandonment  of  the  position  byway  of 
the  railroad  track  to  meet  the  cars  which  were  on  the  way.  Colonel 
McGunn,  of  one  of  the  New  York  regiments,  was  in  command.  The 
retreat  was  conducted  in  a  quiet  and  orderly  manner,  every  man  being 
in  his  place.  But  upon  arriving  at  Burke's  Station,  where  the  First  New 
Jersey  three  months'  men  were,  the  scene  beggared  description.  They 
lined  the  track,  crowded  into  and  ahead  of  our  ranks,  and  acted  other 
wise  in  the  most  disgraceful  manner.  I  could  see  no  officers,  and  it 
was  a  mere  armed  mob.  In  this  shape,  with  our  own  ranks  in  good 
order,  but  surrounded  by  the  citizen  soldiers  of  New  Jersey,  we  met 
the  cars,  upon  which  they  speedily  crowded,  leaving  us  the  best  chances 
we  could  get  after  they  had  finished.  I  need  not  state  what  the  result 
would  have  been  had  there  been  an  attack  upon  us.  The  property 
which  I  had  in  charge  at  Fairfax  Station  I  was  obliged  to  leave,  as  I 
could  not  transport  it.  The  twenty  horses  belonging  to  the  wagons  were 
mostly  ridden  in  by  teamsters  and  irresponsible  persons,  but  the  five 
wagons  and  three  thousand  pounds  of  oats  were  left  behind.  The  team- 
sters were  not  willing  to  take  them  around  by  the  roads  at  a  time  when 
we  all  supposed  that  the  enemy  was  in  full  pursuit. 

To  sum  up,  there  was  left  at  Fairfax  Station  about  10,000  rations, 
150  boxes  small-arm  cartridges,  87  boxes  rifled-cannon  ammunition,  30 
boxes  (about)  old  fire  arms,  5  wagons,  and  3,000  pounds  of  oats.  This 
is  all  I  know  of. 

After  reaching  Alexandria  I  reported  to  Captain  Symonds  there,  and 
to  you  in  person  near  Arlington. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  CURTI&, 
First  Lieutenant,  Fifteenth  Infantry,  A.  C.  8. 

Capt  H.  F.  Clarke, 

Chief  Commissary  General  McDowelPt  Army,  Arlington,  Va. 
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No.  13. 

Beport  of  Lieut  John  P.  JTaiclcins,  Acting  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 
U.  8.  Army,  of  the  subsistence  of  the  Army  from  July  16  to  22. 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  2, 1861. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  on  the  part 
performed  by  myself  in  connection  with  the  commissary  department 
subsisting  the  Array  recently  in  the  field  under  Brigadier-General 
McDowell : 

On  the  evening  of  the  17th  July  I  procured  from  Captain  Symonds, 
commissary  of  subsistence  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  a  lot  of  provisions  equal 
in  bulk  to  fifty-six  wagon  loads,  being  in  the  principal  parts  of  the 
ration  equal  to  64,700  rations,  and  in  coffee  and  sugar  a  little  over 
70,000  rations.  After  some  delay  in  getting  the  train  started,  occa- 
sioned by  refractory  teamsters,  I  at  last  got  under  way,  and  proceeded 
to  join  the  main  body  of  the  Army  at  Fairfax  Court-House,  which 
I  reached  by  7  o'clock  next  morning,  having  traveled  all  night. 
Shortly  after  my  arrival  there  the  Army  commenced  the  move  towards 
Centreville,  and  its  progress  was  so  slow  that  the  train  was  delayed 
there  till  evening  before  trying  to  make  any  move  towards  accompanying 
the  troops.  At  this  place  Captain  Clarke,  C.  S.,  relieved  me  from  the 
charge  of  all  the  train  excepting  fourteen  wagons  with  assorted  loads, 
and  with  these,  at  about  4  p.  in.,  I  proceeded  towards  Centreville,  via  the 
Braddock  road.  The  troops  of  my  division  (Fifth)  were  reached  about 
9  p.  m.,  and  as  there  was  an  immediate  necessity  for  the  distribution  of 
the  rations,  they  were  divided  out  as  rapidly  as  possible,  without  .wait- 
ing for  provision  returns  or  any  formal  papers,  beyond  a  return  of  the 
troops  of  the  different  organizations  of  the  division,  in  order  to  give  out 
to  each  its  pro  rata  share  of  the  whole  amount.  The  troops  marched  on 
the  16th  from  the  Potomac,  carrying  three  days'  rations  in  their  haver- 
sacks. The  rations  issued  by  me  from  my  stores  were  for  about  two 
days  and  a  hal£  commencing  on  the  19th.  Subsequently,  Lieutenant 
Curtis,  of  the  Commissary  Department,  turned  over  to  me  additional 
stores  sufficient  to  make  a  three  days'  supply  for  the  division,  ending 
on  the  evening  of  the  21st. 

In  addition  to  the  supplies  in  wagons,  I  took  charge  of,  from  Alex- 
andria, ninety  head  of  beef  cattle,  at  estimated  weight  equal  to  48,600 
rations  (deducting  fifty  per  cent,  gross).  A  portion  of  these  was  turned 
over  to  me  for  distribution  to  the  Fifth  Division  and  to  Colonel  Willcox's 
brigade.  On  the  evening  of  the  19th,  by  direction  of  Captain  Clarke, 
C.  S.,  I  started  on  my  return  to  Alexandria,  with  twenty-five  wagons,  to 
procure  more  supplies.  I  reached  there  on  the  morning  of  the  20th,  but 
by  reason  of  vexatious  delays  was  unable  to  get  the  train  loaded  and 
on  the  way  before  2  o'clock  the  next  day,  when  I  started  with  it  to  join 
the  Army,  and  would  have  been  able  to  have  done  so  by  12  o'clock  that 
night,  but  was  ordered  to  return  when  within  three  miles  of  Centreville. 
The  wagons  all  reached  Alexandria  safely  on  the  morning  of  the  22d. 

I  have  mentioned  in  my  report  that  the  troops  started  on  the  march 
with  three  days'  rations  in  their  haversacks,  but  from  that  amount  are 
to  be  deducted  the  coffee,  sugar,  beans,  and  rice^  for  the  reason  that,  no 
transportation  being  allowed,  the  camp-kettles  and  mess-pans  were  not 
taken  along.  (I  speak  only  of  the  Fifth  Division,  which  obeyed  the 
order  literally.)  So  there  were  no  means  for  the  proper  preparation  of 
these  parts  of  the  ration,  and  they  were  in  reality  of  but  little  account 
to  the  soldiers.   In  future  inarches  without  transportation,  I  would 
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respectfully  recommend  that  the  bread  and  meat  rations  be  increased, 
or  that  the  order  for  the  march  should  prescribe  a  certain  number  of 
camp-kettles  to  be  carried  by  hand  by  each  company,  sufficient  to 
make  coffee  and  soup  in. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  P.  HAWKINS, 
First  Lieutenant,  Second  Infantry,  A,  O.  & 

Capt.  H.  F.  Clarke, 

Commissary  of  Subsistence,  Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  14. 


Report  of  Surg.  William  S.  King,  U.  S.  Army,  Medical  Director. 

Arlington,  Dep't  Northeastern  Virginia, 

July  26,  1861. 

Sir  :  Being  chief  of  the  medical  staff  serving  with  the  Army  in  the 
Department  of  Northeastern  Virginia,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
following  report  of  so  much  of  the  results  of  the  action  on  the  21st  at 
Bull  Bun  as  came  within  my  charge.  As  the  officers  of  the  medical 
staff  were  attached  to  the  different  regiments  and  on  duty  with  them, 
I  deemed  it  proper  to  remain  with  and  accompany  the  general  com- 
manding and  staff  from  the  beginning  to  the  termination  of  the  battle, 
in  order  that  I  might  be  present  if  any  were  wounded,  and  also  that  X 
might  be  enabled  to  visit  in  this  way  every  part  of  the  field  where  the 
killed"  and  wounded  might  be  found. 

After  the  action  had  fairly  commenced  and  the  wounded  and  the 
dead  were  seen  lying  on  the  field  in  every  direction,  I  dispatched 
Assist,  Surg.  D.  L.  Magruder  to  the  rear,  with  directions  to  pre- 
pare a  church  (which  I  had  observed  as  we  passed  before  arriving  at 
the  scene  of  action)  for  the  reception  of  our  wounded,  and  also  to  send 
the  ambulances  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  pick  up  the  wounded 
and  dead.  In  a  very  few  minutes  the  ambulances  made  their  appear- 
ance, and  continued  throughout  the  day  to  visit  every  part  of  the  ground 
which  was  accessible,  so  as  to  be  within  reach  of  those  parts  of  the  field 
where  the  fighting  was  going  on  and  wounded  were  to  be  found.  It  is 
due  to  the  ambulance  drivers  to  say  that  they  performed  their  duties 
efficiently,  and  the  results  of  their  operations  also  show  how  absolutely 
necessary  these  means  of  conveyance  are  to  the  comfort  and  relief  of 
the  wounded,  in  giving  them  shelter  and  water  when  ready  to  perish 
with  heat  and  thirst  By  means  of  the  ambulances  also  the  men  who 
go  to  the  relief  of  their  wounded  comrades  are  separated  but  a  short 
time  from  their  companies,  as,  having  deposited  them  in  the  ambulances, 
they  can  return  to  their  proper  positions. 

As  the  general  commanding  visited  almost  every  part  of  the  ground 
during  the  conflict,  with  a  view  to  encourage  or  direct  the  movements 
of  the  troops,  my  position  as  a  member  of  his  staff  gave  me  every 
opportunity  of  seeing  the  results  of  the  action.  I  therefore  embraced 
the  opportunity  thus  offered  to  give  directions  when  needed  to  the 
drivers  of  the  ambulances  where  to  find  the  dead  and  wounded,  and 
also  to  those  carrying  off  the  wounded  where  they  could  find  the  needed 
conveyances.  The  stretchers  were  found  very  useful  and  comfortable 
to  the  wounded,  and  were  in  constant  requisition,  conveying  them  to 
the  nearest  ambulances. 
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So  far  as  I  am  informed,  the  medical  staff  belonging  to  the  different 
volunteer  regiments  discharged  their  duties  satisfactorily.  I  observed 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Miles  busily  engaged  in  dressing  wounded 
men  under  the  shade  of  a  tree  in  a  part  of  the  field  where  the  fire  from 
the  enemy  was  very  hot.  He  addressed  me  a  brief  inquiry  as  I  passed 
relative  to  the  safety  of  his  father,  and  then  resumed  his  occupation. 
Surg.  G.  0.  Keeuey,  of  Colonel  Hunter's  division,  and  Assist.  Surg.  D. 
L.  Magruder,  attached  to  the  commanding  general's  staff,  did  good 
service  in  the  hospital  church  I  have  mentioned,  and  also  in  two  houses 
near  the.  church,  where  the  wounded  were  placed  after  the  church  bad 
been  filled.  These  officers  remained  busily  engaged  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties  till  the  enemy's  cavalry  made  their  appearance,  and  but 
narrowly  escaped  capture  when  they  left.  Drs.  Swift  and  Winston, 
attached  to  the  New  York  Eighth,  remained  with  their  sick,  sacrificing 
all  selfish  considerations  for  their  own  safety  in  order  that  the  wounded 
might  not  be  neglected,  and  are  now  prisoners.  I  am  informed  that 
Assistant  Surgeons  Gray  and  Sternberg,  of  the  Regular  Army,  and  Drs. 
Homiston  and  Swalm,  of  the  New  York  Fourteenth,  also  preferred  to 
remain  rather  than  abandon  their  charge.  The  conduct  of  these  officers 
is  worthy  of  all  commendation. 

It  wonld  be  premature  in  me,  in  the  absence  of  sufficient  data — the 
reports  of  the  regimental  surgeons  not  yet  being  received— to  express  a 
positive  opinion  as  to  the  number  killed  aud  wounded  in  the  action  on 
the  21st.  There  were,  no  doubt,  many  concealed  from  observation 
under  cover  of  the  woods  and  bushes ;  but,  judging  from  the  number 
that  I  saw  in  various  parts  of  the  field,  and  allowing  a  wide  margin  for 
those  unobserved,  I  should  think  that  the  killed  and  wounded  on  our 
side  did  not  exceed  from  800  to  1,000. 

The  impossibility  of  making  a  careful  survey  of  the  field  after  the 
battle  had  ceased  must  be  my  apology  for  the  briefness  and  want  of 
detail  in  this  report 

W.  S.  KING, 
ourgevn  ana  meuxcai  inrecwr y  u .  o.  Jximy 

Capt  J.  B.  Fry, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  U.  8.  Army,  Arlington,  Va 


No.  15. 

Report  of  Maj .  William  F.  Barry,  Fifth  U.  &  Artillery,  Chief  of  Artillery. 

Arlington,  Va.,  July  23, 1861. 

Captain:  Having  been  appointed,  by  Special  Orders,  No.  21,  Head- 
quarters Department  Northeastern  Virginia,  CentrevilleJjuly  19,'  1861, 
chief  of  artillery  of  the  corps  d'armee  commanded  by  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral McDowell,  and  having  served  in  that  capacity  during  the  battle  of 
21st  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

The  artillery  of  the  corps  d'armee  consisted  of  the  following-named 
batteries :  Ricketts'  light  company,  I,  First  Artillery,  six  10-pounder 
Parrott  rifle  guns ;  Hunt's  light  company,  M,  Second  Artillery,  four 
light  12-pounders ;  Carlisle's  company,  E,  Second  Artillery,  two  James 
13 •  pounder  rifle  guns,  two  C  pounder  guns;  Tidball's  light  company, 
A,  Second  Artillery,'  two  6-pounder  guns,  two  12-pounder  howitzers ; 
Greene's  company,  G,  Second  Artillery,  four  10  pounder  Parrott  rifle 
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guns ;  Arnold's  company,  D,  Second  Artillery,  two  13-ponnder  James 
rifle  guns,  two  6-pounder  guns :  Ayres'  light  company,  E,  Third  Artil- 
lery, two  10-pounder  Parrott  rifle  guns,  two  12  pounder  howitzers,  two 
6-pounder  guns ;  Griffin's  battery,  D,  Fifth  Artillery,  four  10-pounder 
Parrott  rifle  guus,  two  12-pounder  howitzers ;  Edwards'  company,  G, 
First  Artillery,  two  20-pounder  and  one  30-pounder  Parrott  rifle  guns* 
The  Second  Regiment  Rhode  Island  Volunteers  had  with  it  a  battery 
of  six  13-pounder  James  rifle  guns ;  the  Seventy-first  Regiment  New 
York  Militia  two  of  Dahlgren's  boat  howitzers,  and  the  Eighth  Regiment 
New  York  Militia  a  battery  of  six  6-pounder  guns.  The  men  of  this 
last-named  battery  having  claimed  their  discharge  on  the  day  before 
the  battle  because  their  term  of  service  had  expired,  the  battery  was 
thrown  out  of  service. 

The  whole  force  of  artillery  of  all  calibers  was,  therefore,  forty-nine 
pieces,  of  which  twenty-eight  were  rifle  guns.  All  of  these  batteries 
were  rally  horsed  and  equipped,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  howitzers 
of  the  Seventy-first  Regiment  New  York  Militia,  which  were  without 
horses,  and  were  drawn  by  drag-ropes,  manned  by  detachments  from  tho 
regiment. 

General  McDowell's  disposition  for  the  march  from  Centreville  on  the 
morning  of  the  21st  instant  placed  Tidball's  and  Greene's  batteries 
(eight  pieces)  in  reserve,  with  the  division  of  Colonel  Miles,  to  remain 
at  Centreville ;  Hunt's  and  Edwards' (six  pieces),  with  the  brigade  of 
Colonel  Richardson,  at  Blackburn's  Ford :  and  Carlisle's,  Ayres',  and 
the  30-pounder  (eleven  pieces),  with  the  division  of  General  Tyler,  at 
the  stone  bridge :  Ricketts',  Griffin's,  Arnold's,  the  Rhode  Island,  and 
Seventy-first  Regiment  batteries  (twenty-four  pieces)  accompanied  the 
main  column,  which  crossed  Bull  Run  at  Sudley  Springs.  As  soon  as 
this  column  came  in  presence  of  the  enemy,  after  crossing  Bull  Run,  I 
received  from  General  McDowell,  in  person,  directions  to  superintend 
the  posting  of  the  batteries  as  they  severally  debouched  from  the  road 
and  arrived  upon  the  field. 

The  Rhode  Island  Battery  came  first  upon  the  ground,  and  took  up, 
at  a  gallop,  the  position  assigned  it.  It  was  immediately  exposed  to  a 
sharp  fire  from  the  enemy's  skirmishers  and  infantry  posted  on  the  de- 
clivity of  the  hill  and  in  the  valley  in  itfi  immediate  front,  and  to  a  well- 
sustained  fire  of  shot  and  shell  from  the  enemy's  batteries  posted  behind 
the  crest  of  the  range  of  hills  about  one  thousand  yards  distant.  This 
battery  sustained  in  a  very  gallant  manner  the  whole  force  of  this  fire 
for  nearly  half  an  hour,  when  the  howitzers  of  the  Seventy-first  New 
York  Miiitia  came  up,  and  went  into  battery  on  its  left.  A  few  minutes 
afterwards  Griffin  brought  up  his  pieces  at  a  gallop',  and  came  into  bat- 
tery about  five  hundred  yards  to  the  left  of  the  Rhode  Island  and  New 
York  batteries. 

Ricketts'  battery  came  up  in  less  than  half  an  hour  afterwards,  and 
was  posted  to  the  left  of  and  immediately  adjoining  Griffin's. 

The  enemy's  right,  which  had  been  wavering  from  the  moment  Griffin 
opened  his  fire  upon  it,  now  began  to  give  way  throughout  its  whole 
extent  and  retire  steadily,  his  batteries  limbering  up  rapidly,  and  at  a 
gallop  taking  up  successively  two  new  positions  farther  to  his  rear. 
The  foot  troops  on  our  left,  following  up  the  enemy's  retiring  right,  soon 
left  our  batteries  so  far  in  our  rear  that  their  fire  was  over  the  heads  of 
our  own  men.  I  therefore  directed  the  Rhode  Island  Battery  to  ad- 
vance about  five  hundred  yards  in  front  of  its  first  position,  accompanied 
it  myself,  and  saw  it  open  fire  with  increased  effect  upon  the  enemy's 
still  retiring  right. 
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Returning  to  the  position  occupied  by  Ricketts'  and  Griffin^  bat- 
teries, I  received  an  order  from  General  McDowell  to  advance  two  bat- 
teries to  an  eminence  specially  designated  by  him,  about  eight  hundred 
yards  in  front  of  the  line  previously  occupied  by  our  artillery,  and  very 
near  the  position  first  occupied  by  the  enemy's  batteries.  I  therefore 
ordered  these  two  batteries  to  move  forward  at  once,  and,  as  soon  as 
they  were  in  motion,  went  for  and  procured  as  supports  the  Eleventh 
(Fire  Zouaves)  and  the  Fourteenth  (Brooklyn)  New  York  Regiments.  I 
accompanied  the  fonner  regiment,  to  guide  it  to  its  proper  position,  and 
Colonel  Heintzelman,  Seventeenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  performed  the  same 
service  for  the  Fourteenth,  on  the  right  of  the  Eleventh.  A  squadron 
of  U.  8.  cavalry,  under  Captain  Colburn,  First  Cavalry,  was  subsequently 
ordered  as  additional  support.  We  were  soon  upon  the  ground  desig- 
nated, and  the  two  batteries  at  once  opened  a  very  effective  fire  upon 
the  enemy's  left. 

The  new  position  had  scarcely  been  occupied  when  a  troop  of  the 
enemy's  cavalry,  debouching  from  a  piece  of  woods  close  upon  our  right 
flank .  charged  down  upon  the  New  York  Eleventh.  The  zouaves,  catch- 
ing sight  of  the  cavalry  a  few  moments  before  they  were  upon  them, 
broke  ranks  to  such  a  degree  that  the  cavalry  dashed  through  without 
doing  them  much  harm.  The  zouaves  gave  them  a  scattering  fire  as 
they  passed,  which  emptied  five  saddles  and  killed  three  horses.  A  few 
minutes  afterwards  a  regiment  of  the  enemy's  iufantry,  covered  by  a 
high  fence,  presented  itself  in  line  on  the  left  and  front  of  the  two  bat- 
teries at  not  more  than  sixty  or  seventy  yards'  distance,  and  delivered 
a  volley  full  upon  the  batteries  and  their  supports.  Lieutenant  Ramsay, 
First  Artillery,  was  killed,  and  Captain  Ricketts,  First  Artillery,  was 
wounded,  and  a  number  or  men  and  horses  were  killed  or  disabled  by 
this  close  and  well-directed  volley.  The  Eleventh  and  Fourteenth  Regi- 
ments instantly  broke  and  fled  in  confusion  to  the  rear,  and  in  spite  of 
the  repeated  and  earnest  efforts  of  Colonel  Heintzelman  with  the  latter, 
and  myself  with  the  former,  refused  to  rally  and  return  to  the  support 
of  the  batteries.  The  enemy,  seeing  the  guns  thus  abandoned  by  their 
supports,  rushed  upon  them,  and  driving  off  the  cannoneers,  who,  with 
their  officers,  stood  bravely  at  their  posts  until  the  last  moment,  cap- 
tared  them,  ten  in  number.  These  were  the  only  guns  taken  by  the 
enemy  on  the  field. 

Arnold's  battery  came  upon  the  field  after  Ricketts',  and  was  posted 
on  our  left  center,  where  it  performed  good  service  throughout  the  day, 
and  by  its  continued  and  well-directed  fire  assisted  materially  in  break- 
ing and  driving  back  the  enemy's  right  and  center. 

The  batteries  of  Hunt,  Carlisle,  Ayres,  Tidball,  Edwards,  and  Greene 
(twenty  one  pieces),  being  detached  from  the  main  body,  and  not  being 
under  my  immediate  notice  during  the  greater  portion  of  the  day,  I 
respectfully  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  their  brigade  and  division  com- 
manders for  the  record  of  their  services. 

The  Army  having  retired  upon  Centreville,  I  was  ordered  by  General 
McDowell  in  person  to  post  the  artillery  in  position  to  cover  the  retreat. 
The  batteries  of  Hunt,  Ayres,  Tidball,  Edwards,  Greene,  and  the  New 
York  Eighth  Regiment  (the  latter  served  by  volunteers  from  Willcox's 
brigade),^  twenty  pieces  in  all,  were  at  once  placed  in  position,  and  thus 
remained  until  12  o'clock  p.  m.,  when,  orders  having  been  received  to 
retire  upon  the  Potomac,  the  batteries  were  put  in  march,  and,  covered 
by  Richardson's  brigade,  retired  in  good  order  and  without  haste,  and 
early  next  morning  reoccupied  their  former  camps  on  the  Potomac 

•  But  see  reports  Noe.  56  and  57,  pott. 
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In  conclusion,  it  gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  state  that  the  conduct 
of  the  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  the  several  batteries  was  most  ex- 
emplary. Exposed  throughout  the  day  to  a  galling  fire  of  artillery  and 
small-arms,  several  times  charged  by  cavalry,  and  more  than  once  aban- 
doned by  their  infantry  supports,  both  officers  and  enlisted  men  man- 
fully stood  by  their  guns  with  a  courage  and  devotion  worthy  of  the 
highest  commendation.  Where  all  did  so  well  it  would  be  invidious 
to  make  distinctions,  and  I  therefore  simply  give  the  names  of  all  the 
officers  engaged,  viz  :  Major  Hunt,  Captains  Carlisle,  Ayres,  Griffin, 
Tid bull,  and  Arnold:  Lieutenants  Piatt,  Thompson,  Hansom,  Webb, 
Barriger,  Greene,  Edwards,  Dresser,  Wilson,  Throckmorton,  Cushing, 
Harris,  Butler,  Fuller,  Lyford.  Hill,  Benjamin,  Babbitt,  Hams,  Ames, 
Hasbrouck,  Kensel,  Harrison,  Reed,  Barlow,  Noyes,  Kirby,  and  Elderkin. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

WILLIAM  F.  BARRY, 

Major,  Fifth  Artillery. 

Capt  J.  B.  Fey, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Hdqrs.  Deft  N.  E.  Virginia. 


No.  16. 

'Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  Tyler,  Connecticut  Militia,  commanding  First 

Division. 

Hdqrs.  1st  Dtv.  Dep't  Northeastern  Virginia, 

Washington  City,  July  27,  1861. 

General  :  In  obedience  to  Orders,  No.  22,  dated  Centreville,  July 
20,  Sherman's,  Schenck's,  and  Keyes'  brigades  of  this  division — Rich- 
ardson's brigade  having  been  left  in  front  of  Blackburn's  Ford— moved 
at  2.30  a.  m.  on  the  21st  instant  to  threaten  the  passage  of  the  Warren  - 
ton  turnpike  bridge  on  Bull  Run.  I  arrived  in  front  of  the  bridge  with 
Schenck's  and  Sherman's  brigades  and  Ayres'  and  Carlisle's  batteries 
about  6  a.  m.,  Keyes'  brigade  having  been  halted  by  your  order  to 
watch  the  road  coming  up  from  Manassas,  and  about  two  miles  from 
the  run.  After  examining  the  position,  and  posting  Sherman's  and 
Schenck's  brigades  and  the  artillery,  I  fired  the  first  gun  at  6.30  a.  m., 
as  agreed  upon,  to  show  that  we  were  in  position. 

As  my  orders  were  to  threaten  the  passage  of  the  bridge,  I  caused 
Schenck's  brigade  to  be  formed  into  line,  its  left  resting  in  the  direction 
of  the  bridge  and  the  battery  which  the  enemy  had  established  to  sweep 
the  bridge  and  its  approach,  so  as  to  threaten  both.  Sherman's  brigade 
was  posted  to  the  right  of  the  Warrenton  turnpike,  so  as  to  be  in  posi- 
tion to  sustain  Schenck  or  to  move  across  Bull  Run  in  the  direction  of 
Hunter's  column.  The  30-pounder  gun  attached  to  Carlisle's  battery 
was  posted  on  the  Warrenton  turnpike,  with  Ayres'  battery  consider- 
ably in  its  rear.  Carlisle's  battery  was  posted  on  the  left  of  Sherman's 
brigade.  In  this  position  we  awaited  the  appearance  of  Hunter's  and 
Heintzelman's  columns,  as  ordered,  until  such  time  as  the  approach  to 
the  bridge  should  be  carried,  and  the  bridge  rebuilt  by  Captain  Alex- 
ander, of  the  Engineers,  who  had  on  the  spot  the  necessary  structure  for 
that  purpose. 

Soon  after  getting  into  position  we  discovered  that  the  enemy  had 
a  heavy  battery,  with  infantry  in  support,  commanding  both  the  road 
and  bridge  approaches,  on  which  both  Ayres  and  Carlisle  at  different 
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times  tried  the  effect  of  their  guns  without  success,  and  a  careful 
examination  of  the  banks  of  Bull  Run  satisfying  me  that  they  were 
impracticable  for  the  purpose  of  artillery,  these  batteries  had  to  remain 
comparatively  useless  until  such  time  as  Hunter's  column  might  clear 
the  approach  by  a  movement  on  the  opposite  bank.  During  this  period 
of  waiting  the  30  pounder  was  occasionally  used  with  considerable 
effect  against  bodies  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  which  could  be  seen  from 
time  to  time  moving  in  the  direction  of  Hunter's  column  and  out  of 
the  range  of  ordinary  guns.  Using  a  high  tree  as  an  observatory,  we 
could  constantly  see  the  operations  of  Hunter's  and  Heintzelman's 
column  from  the  time  they  crossed  Bull  Bun,  and  through  one  of  my 
staff,  Lieutenant  CRorke,  of  the  Engineers,  I  was  promptly  notified  as 
to  any  change  in  the  progress  of  their  columns  up  to  the  time  when  it 
appeared  that  the  heads  of  both  were  arrested,  and  the  enemy  seemed 
to  be  moving  heavy  re  enforcements  to  support  their  troops. 

At  this  time  I  ordered  Colonel  Sherman,  with  his  brigade,  to  cross 
Bull  Run  and  to  support  the  two  columns  already  in  action.  Colonel 
Sherman,  as  appears  by  his  report,  crossed  the  run  without  opposition, 
and  after  encountering  a  party  of  the  enemy  flying  before  Hunter's 
forces,  found  General  McDowell,  and  received  his  orders  to  join  in  the 
pursuit.  The  subsequent  operations  of  this  brigade  and  its  able  com- 
mander having  been  under  your  own  eye  and  direction,  I  shall  not  fol- 
low its  movements  any  further,  but  refer  you  to  Colonel  Sherman's 
report,  which  you  will  And  herewith. 

So  soon  as  it  was  discovered  that  Hunter's  division  had  been  arrested, 
I  ordered  up  Keyes'  brigade,  which  arrived  just  as  the  left  of  Sherman's 
was  crossing  the  run,  and  having  satisfied  myself  that  the  enemy  had 
not  the  force  nor  the  purpose  to  cross  Bull  Run,  I  ordered  Keyes'  brig- 
ade to  follow  Sherman,  accompanying  the  movement  in  person,  as  I 
saw  it  must  necessarily  place  me  on  the  left  of  our  line  and  in  the  best 
possible  position,  when  we  should  have  driven  the  enemy*  off^  to  join 
Schenck's  brigade  and  the  two  batteries  left  on  the  opposite  side. 

I  ordered  Colonel  Keyes  to  incline  the  head  of  his  column  a  little  to 
the  right  of  the  line  of  march  taken  by  Sherman's  brigade,  to  avoid 
the  fire  of  a  battery  which  the  enemy  had  opened.  This  movement 
sheltered  the  men  to  a  considerable  degree,  and  resulted  in  closing  on 
the  rear  of  Sherman's"  brigade,  and  on  reaching  the  high  ground  I 
ordered  Colonel  Keyes  to  form  into  line  on  the  left  of  Sherman's  brig- 
ade, which  was  done  with  great  steadiness  and  regularity.  After 
waiting  a  few  moments  the  line  was  ordered  to  advance,  and  came  into 
conflict  on  its  right  with  the  enemy's  cavalry  and  infantry,  which,  after 
some  severe  struggles,  it  drove  back  until  the  further  march  of  the  brig- 
ade was  arrested  by  a  severe  fire  of  artillery  and  infantry,  sheltered 
by  some  buildings  standing  on  the  heights  above  the  road  leading  to 
Bull  Run.  The  charge  was  here  ordered,  and  the  Second  Maine  and 
Third  Connecticut  Regiments,  which  were  opposed  to  this  part  of  the 
enemy's  line,  pressed  forward  to  the  top  of  the  hill  until  they  reached 
the  buildings  which  were  held  by  the  enemy,  drove  them  out,  and  for  a 
moment  had  them  in  possession.  At  this  point,  finding  the  brigade 
under  the  fire  of  a  strong  force  behind  breastworks,  the  order  was 

S'ven  to  march  by  the  left  flank  across  an  open  field  until  the  whole 
le  was  sheltered  by  the  right  bank  of  Bull  Run,  along  which  the  march 
was  conducted,  with  a  view  to  turn  the  battery  which  the  enemy  had 
placed  on  the  hill  below  the  point  at  which  the  Warrenton  turnpike 
crosses  Bull  Run.  The  march  was  conducted  for  a  considerable  dis- 
tance below  the  stone  bridge,  causing  the  enemy  to  retire,  and  gave 
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Captain  Alexander  an  opportunity  to  pass  the  bridge,  cut  ont  the  abatis 
which  had  been  placed  there,  and  prepared  the  way  for  Schenck's  brig- 
ade and  the  two  batteries  of  artillery  to  pass  over. 

Before  the  contemplated  movement  could  be  made  on  the  enemy's 
battery  it  was  removed,  and  placed  in  a  position  to  threaten  our  line : 
but  before  the  correct  range  could  be  obtained,  Colonel  Keyes  carried 
his  brigade  by  a  flank  movement  around  the  base  of  the  hill,  and  was 
on  the  point  of  ascending  it  in  line  to  get  at  the  battery,  when  I  dis- 
covered that  our  troops  were  on  the  retreat,  aud  that  unless  a  rapid 
movement  to  the  rear  was  made  we  should  be  cut  off,  and  through  my 
aide,  Lieutenant  Upton,  Colonel  Keyes  was  ordered  to  file  to  the  right, 
and  join  the  retreating  column.  The  order  was  executed  without  the 
least  confusion,  and  the  brigade  joined  the  retreating  column  in  good 
order.  When  this  junction  was  made  I  left  Keyes'  brigade,  and  rode 
forward  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  Schenck's  brigade  and  the  artil- 
lery left  this  side  of  Bull  Run,  and,  on  arriving  there,  found  Ayres'  bat- 
tery and  Lieutenant  Hains' 30-pounder  waiting  orders.  I  immediately 
ordered  Lieutenant  Hains  to  limber  up  and  move  forward  as  soon  as 
possible.  This  was  promptly  done,  and  the  piece  moved  on  towards 
Ceii  tie  villi  ■.  I  then  went  into  the  wood  where  the  ammunition  wagon 
of  this  piece  had  been  placed,  out  of  reach  of  Are,  and  found  that  the 
driver  had  deserted  and  taken  away  part  of  the  horses,  which  made  it 
impossible  to  move  it.  I  then  returned  to  Ayres'  battery,  which  I  found 
limbered  up,  aud  ordered  it  to  move  forward  aud  cover  the  retreat, 
which  was  promptly  done  by  its  gallant  officers,  and  when  the  cavalry 
charge  was  made,  shortly  afterward,  they  repulsed  it  promptly  and 
effectively.  I  then  collected  a  guard,  mainly  from  the  Second  Maine 
Regiment,  and  put  it  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Jameson,  with 
orders  to  sustain  Captain  Ayres  during  the  retreat,  which  was  done  gal- 
lantly and  successfully  until  the  battery  reached  Centreville. 

Before  ordering  Colonel  Jameson  to  cover  Ayres'  battery,  I  passed  to 
the  rear  to  find  General  Scheuck's  brigade,  intending,  as  it  was  fresh, 
to  have  it  cover  the  retreat.  I  did  not  find  it  in  the  position  in  which 
I  had  left  it,  and  supposed  it  had  moved  forward  and  joined  the  retreat- 
ing column.  I  did  not  see  General  Schenck  again  until  near  Cub  Run, 
where  he  appeared  active  in  rallying  his  own  or  some  other  regiments. 
General  Schenck  reports  that  the  two  Ohio  regiments  left  Bull  Ron 
after  the  cavalry  charge,  and  arrived  at  Centreville  in  good  order. 

In  closing  this  report,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  express  my  admi- 
ration of  the  manner  in  which  Colonel  Keyes  handled  his  brigade,  com- 
pletely covering  it  by  every  possible  accident  of  the  ground  while 
changing  his  positions,  and  leading  it  bravely  and  skillfully  to  the 
attack  at  the  right  moment ;  to  which  the  brigade  responded  in  every 
instance  in  a  manuer  highly  creditable  to  itself  and  satisfactory  to  its 
commanding  officers.  At  no  time  during  the  conflict  was  this  brigade 
disorganized,  aud  it  was  the  last  off  the  field,  and  in  good  order. 

Colonel  Keyes  says :  "  The  gallantry  with  which  the  Second  Maine 
and  Third  Connecticut  Regiments  charged  up  the  hill  upon  the  enemy's 
artillery  and  infantry  was  never,  in  my  opinion,  surpassed,  and  the  con- 
duct of  Colonels  Jameson  and  Chatfield,  in  this  instance  and  through- 
out the  day,  merits  the  highest  commendation.  Colonel  Terry  rendered 
great  assistance  by  his  gallantry  and  excellent  conduct  Lieutenant 
Hascall,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general.  Lieutenants  Walter  and  Ely, 
rendered  gallant  and  effective  assistance.''  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  be 
able  to  confirm  the  above  from  personal  observation,  and  to  express  my 
personal  satisfaction  with  the  conduct  of  this  brigade.   For  further  par- 
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ticulars  as  to  gallant  conduct,  of  individuals,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you 
to  the  reports  of  commanders  of  brigades,  hereunto  attached.  Colonel 
Sherman  speaks  highly  of  Colonel  Coon,  of  Wisconsin,  and  Lieutenants 
Piper  and  McQuesten,  all  on  his  personal  staff. 

From  my  own  personal  staff  I  received  in  every  instance  prompt  and 
gallant  assistance,  and  my  thanks  are  due  to  Captains  Baird  and  Mer- 
rill, Lieutenants  Houston,  Abbot,  Upton,  O'Korke,  and  Audenried  for 
gallant  conduct  and  the  prompt  and  valuable  assistance  they  rendered 
me.  Lieutenants  Abbot  and  Upton  were  both  wounded  and  each  had 
a  horse  killed  under  him,  as  also  had  Lieutenant  CPRorke. 

I  inclose  herewith  a  table  of  casualties,  showing  our  losses  at  Bull  Kun. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

DANIEL  TYLEB, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Division. 

Brigadier-General  McDowell, 

Commandina  T)eitartment  of  A 'ortlwaHtern  Viroinia. 


(Inclosur*,) 

Return  of  catualtiee  in  the  Fint  Divieion,  Army  (Union)  of  NortheatUm  Virginia,  at  the 

battle  of  Bull  Hun,  Jnly  21,  1861. 
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Notes  on  original  return: 
*  "Eighteen  others  slightly." 

t  Colonel  Tompkins  reports  140  others  missing,  •wit  bout  giving  name*.  As  this  regiment  did  not  cross 
Boll  Rao,  they  must  have  been  accurately  informed  as  to  their  killed  and  wounded.  This,  taken  in 
connection  with  the  fact  that  three  of  the  officers  are  reported  as  deserters,  known  to  be  in  New  York 
City,  leads  to  the  belief  that,  their  officers  baring  set  the  example,  the  men  were  not  slow  to  follow  it. 

j  This  number  reported  as  "  killed  and  missing." 


1st  Dir.  Dep>t  Northeastern  Virginia, 

Washington  City,  July  27,  1861. 

I  closed  my  division  report  of  the  battle  at  Bull  Run  at 
the  time  we  left  for  CentrevUle.   It  is  due  to  me  and  to  my  division  that 
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its  subsequent  movements  be  noticed  up  to  the  time  the  different  brig- 
ades reached  a  stopping  place.  On  reaching  Oentreville,  we  found  Rich  - 
ardson's  brigade  in  line,  ready  to  support  us  or  cover  the  retreat  This 
brigade  returned  in  good  order  to  Arlington.  After  the  order  was  given 
to  retreat,  and  each  brigade  was  ordered  u  to  proceed  to  the  position 
from  which  it  started  and  by  the  route  by  which  it  arrived,9 1  commu- 
nicated this  order  to  the  commander  of  each  brigade,  and  with  Keyes' 
brigade  proceeded  at  once  to  Falls  Church,  intending  to  secure  the  camp 
equipage  of  the  four  regiments  left  standing  there,  which  I  knew,  if  we 
fell  back  on  the  fortifications  in  front  of  Washington,  the  enemy  would 
at  once  seize. 

Colonel  Keyes,  with  the  three  Connecticut  regiments,  arrived  at  Falls 
Church  about  5  a.  m.  on  the  22d  instant,  and  proceeded  at  once  to  strike 
their  tents  and  those  of  the  Maine  regiment,  and  sent  them  to  Fort  Cor- 
coran. This  work,  without  rations,  was  continued  throughout  the  entire 
day,  the  men  being  exposed  to  a  severe  storm  of  rain.  By  night  the 
entire  camp  equipage  was  safely  removed.  Colonel  Keyes  then  fell  back 
to  the  camp  of  Schenck's  brigade,  which  had  been  entirely  deserted,  and 
after  using  those  tents  for  the  night  struck  them  the  next  morning,  and 
sent  the  entire  Government  property  to  Fort  Corcoran  and  Alexandria, 
and  at  7  p.  m.  on  Tuesday  I  saw  the  three  Connecticut  regiments,  with 
2,000  bayonets,  march  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Corcoran  in  good  order, 
after  having  saved  us  not  only  a  large  amount  of  public  property,  but  the 
mortification  of  having  our  standing  camps  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  I  know,  general,  that  you  will  appreciate  this  service  on  the 
part  of  a  portion  of  my  division  and  give  credit  to  whom  credit  is  due. 
All  the  brigades,  except  Schenck's,  obeyed  the  order  to  retire  to  their 
original  positions.  By  some  misunderstanding,  which  has  not  been 
satisfactorily  explained,  this  brigade  proceeded  directly  to  Washington, 
one  regiment,  as  I  understand,  passing  through  the  camp  they  left  on 
the  16th  instant. 

With  very  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant 

DANIEL  TYLER, 
Brigadier  General,  Commanding  Division. 

Brigadier-General  McDowell, 

Commanding  Department  of  Northeastern  Virginia. 


Headquarters  First  Division, 

Washington,  August  3, 1861. 

General:  I  inclose  herewith  the  originals  of  Carlisle's  and  Ayres* 
reports  of  the  operations  of  their  respective  batteries  on  the  21st  instant 
[Nos.  20  and  27].  As  these  reports  are  full,  you  will  see  whether  they  do 
not  require  more  consideration  than  they  have  received  in  my  report 
All  the  officers  attached  to  these  batteries,  so  far  as  their  conduct  fell 
under  my  personal  observation  until  12  o'clock,  behaved  like  gallant 
gentlemen,  and  it  was,  in  my  opinion,  the  effect  of  their  fire  that  held 
the  enemy  in  front  of  the  bridge  in  check  and  interfered  seriously  with 
the  movements  of  his  column  in  the  direction  of  Colonel  Hunter's  attack. 
The  loss  of  Captain  Carlisle's  battery  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  want  of 
that  infantry  support  which  he  had  a  right  to  expect  or  to  his  halt- 
ing too  long  before  he  moved  forward  towards  Centreville. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  TYLER, 

Brigadier-General  McDowell,  Brigadier-  General. 

Commanding  Department  Northeastern  Virginia. 
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No.  17. 

Report  of  Col  Erasmus  D.  Keyes,  Eleventh  U.  8.  Infantry,  commanding 

Fir »t  Brigade,  First  Division, 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  First  Division, 

Camp  on  Meridian  Hill,  Washington,  July  25, 1801. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  orders  of  Brigadier-General  Tyler,  I  have 
the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division, 
in  the  action  of  the  21st  instant,  at  Bull  Bun,  and  during  the  two  suc- 
ceeding days. 

Leaving  my  camp  near  Centreville  at  2  o'clock  a.  m.  I  took  my  place 
in  the  First  Division  as  a  reserve.  At  9.15  o'clock  a.  m.,  at  the  distance 
of  half  a  mile  from  Bull  Run,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Tyler  to  incline 
the  head  of  my  column  to  the  right,  and  direct  it  through  an  open  field 
to  a  ford  about  800  yards  above  the  stone  bridge.  Before  the  whole 
brigade  had  entered  upon  the  new  direction  the  enemy  opened  fire  from 
a  battery  across  the  run,  and  threw  upon  the  First  and  Second  Regi- 
ments Connecticut  Volunteers  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  rounds  of  shot 
and  shell,  which  caused  a  temporary  confusion  and  wounded  several 
men.  Order  was  shortly  restored,  and  the  brigade  closed  up  on  Sher- 
man's column  before  passing  the  ford. 

After  crossing,  I  marched  at  once  to  the  high  ground,  and,  by  order 
of  General  Tyler,  came  into  line  on  Sherman's  left  The  order  to 
advance  in  line  of  battle  was  given  at  about  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  from 
that  hour  until  4  p.m.  my  brigade  was  in  constant  activity  on  the  field 
of  battle.  The  First  Regiment  Connecticut  Volunteers  was  met  by 
a  body  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  which  it  repelled,  and  at  several  other 
encounters  of  different  parts  of  the'  line  the  enemy  constantly  retired 
before  us.  At  about  2  o'clock  p.  m.  General  Tyler  ordered  me  to  take 
a  battery  on  a  height  in  front.  The  battery  was  strongly  posted,  and 
supported  by  infantry  and  riflemen,  sheltered  by  a  building,  a  fence, 
and  a  hedge.  My  order  to  charge  was  obeyed  with  the  utmost  prompt- 
ness. Colonel  Jameson,  of  the  Second  Maine,  and  Colonel  Chatfield, 
Third  Connecticut  Volunteers,  pressed  forward  their  regiments  up  the 
bare  slope  about  one  hundred  yards,  when  I  ordered  them  to  lie  down 
at  a  point  offering  a  slight  protection  and  load.  I  then  ordered  them 
to  advance  again,  which  they  did,  in  the  face  of  a  movable  battery  of 
eight  pieces  and  a  large  body  of  infantry,  towards  the  top  of  a  hill.  As 
we  moved  forward  we  came  under  the  fire  of  other  large  bodies  of  the 
enemy,  posted  behind  breastworks,  and  on  reaching  the  summit  of  the 
hill  the  fire  became  so  hot  that  an  exposure  to  it  of  five  minutes  would 
have  annihilated  my  whole  line.  As  the  enemy  had  withdrawn  to 
a  height  beyond,  and  to  the  support  of  additional  troops,  I  ordered 
the  Maine  regiment  to  face  by  the  left  flank  and  move  to  a  wooded 
slope  across  an  open  field,  to  which  point  I  followed  them.  The 
balance  of  the  brigade  soon  rejoined  me,  and  after  a  few  moments'  rest 
I  again  put  it  in  motion  and  moved  forward  to  find  another  opportunity 
to  charge. 

The  enemy  had  a  light  battery,  which  he  maneuvered  with  extra- 
ordinary skill ,  and  his  shot  fell  often  among  and  near  us.   1  advanced 

fenerally  just  under  the  brow  of  the  hills,  by  a  flank  movement,  until 
found  myself  about  half  a  mile  below  the  stone  bridge.  Our  advance 
caused  the  Confederates  to  retire  from  the  abatis,  and  enabled  Captain 
Alexander,  of  the  Engineers,  to  clear  it  away.  In  a  short  time  the 
enemy  moved  his  battery  to  a  point  which  enabled  him  to  enfilade  my 
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whole  line ;  bat  as  he  pointed  his  guns  too  far  to  the  right,  and  only 
improved  his  aim  gradually,  I  had  time  to  withdraw  my  brigade  by  a 
flank  movement  around  the  base  of  a  hill  in  time  to  avoid  a  raking  fire. 

At  this  time  a  lull  in  the  discharges  of  our  artillery,  and  an  apparent 
change  of  position  of  the  enemy's  left  flank,  made  me  apprehensive  that 
all  was  not  right.  I  continued  my  march,  and  sent  my  aide,  Lieutenant 
Walter,  to  the*  rear  to  inquire  of  General  McDowell  how  the  day  was 
going.  The  discontinuance  of  the  firing  in  our  lines  becoming  more 
and  more  apparent,  I  inclined  to  the  right,  and  after  marching  six  hun- 
dred or  seven  hundred  yards  farther,  I  was  met  by  Lieutenant  Upton, 
aide  to  General  Tyler,  and  ordered  to  file- to  the  right,  as  our  troops  were 
retreating.  I  moved  on  at  an  ordinary  pace,  and  fell  into  the  retiring  cur- 
rent about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  the  rear  of  General  McDowell 
and  staff.  Before  crossing  Bull  Bun,  and  until  my  brigade  mingled  with 
the  retreating  mass,  it  maintained  perfect  freedom  from  panic,  and  at  the 
moment  I  received  the  order  to  retreat,  and  for  some  time  afterwards,  it 
was  in  as  good  order  as  in  the  morning  on  the  road .  Half  an  hour  earlier 
I  supposed  the  victory  to  be  ours. 

The  gallantry  with  which  the  Second  Regiment  of  Maine  Volunteers 
and  the  Third  Regiment  of  Connecticut  Volunteers  charged  up  the  hill 
upon  the  enemy's  artillery  and  infantry  was  never,  in  my  opinion,  sur- 
passed. I  was  with  the  advancing  line,  and  closely  observed  the  conduct 
of  Colonels  Jameson  and  Chatfield,  which  merits  in  this  instance,  and 
throughout  the  day,  the  highest  commendation. 

I  also  observed  throughout  the  day  the  gallantry  and  excellent  con- 
duct of  Colonel  Terry,  Second  Regiment  Connecticut  Yolunteers,  from 
whom  I  received  most  zealous  assistance.  At  one  time  a  portion  of  his 
regiment  did  great  execution  with  their  rifles  from  a  point  of  our  line 
which  was  thin,  and  where  a  few  of  our  men  were  a  little  tardy  in 
moving  forward. 

Colonel  Terry,  in  his  report,  calls  attention  to  the  coolness,  activity, 
and  discretion  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Young  and  Major  Colburn.  The 
latter,  with  the  adjutant  of  the  regiment.  Lieut.  Charles  L.  Russell, 
showed  conspicuous  gallantry  in  defending  their  regimental  colors 
during  the  retreat,  this  side  of  Bull  Run,  against  a  charge  of  cavalry. 
Colonel  Terry  also  commends  the  devotion  of  Drs.  Douglas  and  Bacon 
to  the  wounded  while  under  the  hottest  fire  of  artillery.  Private  Arnold 
Leech  is  also  highly  praised  for  having  spiked  three  abandoned  guns 
with  a  ramrod  and  then  bringing  away  two  abandoned  muskets. 

Colonel  Jameson,  of  the  Second  Maine  Regiment,  gives  great  credit  in 
his  report  to  Lieut  Col.  0.  W.  Roberts,  Maj.  George  Varney,  and  Adju- 
tant Reynolds  for  their  coolness  and  courage  on  the  field.  Sergeant  G.  W. 
Brown,  of  Company  F:  A.  J.  Knowles  and  Leonard  Carver,  of  Company 
D ;  A.  P.  Jones  and  Henry  W.  Wheeler,  Company  A,  and  Peter  Welch, 
Company  I,  he  mentions  for  their  noble  conduct  in  accompanying  him  to 
remove  the  dead  and  wounded  from  the  field  under  a  very  heavy  fire 
of  artillery  and  musketry.  He  mentions,  also,  Captain  Foss,  Sergeant 
Samuel  Hinckley,  of  Company  A,  and  Corporal  Smart,  Company  H,  for 
important  extra  services  during  the  day.  He  also  speaks  in  high  praise 
of  Sergeant  W.  J.  Dean,  who  was  mortally  wounded  while  in  the  advance 
of  the  line,  bearing  the  beautiful  stand  of  colors  which  was  presented  the 
day  before  on  the  part  of  ladies  from  Maine  residing  in  San  Francisco, 
Cat  Capt.  V .  X .  Jones,  of  the  same  regiment,  fell  mortally  wounded 
while  exhibiting  great  courage  in  rallying  his  men  to  the  charge. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Speidel,  of  the  First  Regiment  Connecticut  Vol- 
unteers, was  set  upon  by  three  of  the  enemy,  who  undertook  to  make 


Digitized  by  Google 


CltAT.  IX.] 


THE  BULL  RUN  CAMPAIGN. 


355 


him  a  prisoner.  The  lieutenant-colonel  killed  one  and  drove  off  the 
other  two  of  his  assailants  and  escaped.  I  observed  the  activity  of 
Captains  Hawley  and  Chapman,  Adjutant  Bacon,  and  Lieutenant  Drake 
on  the  field. 

Colonel  Chatfleld,  of  the  Third  Regiment  Connecticut  Volunteers, 
gives  special  credit  to  Major  Warner  and  Adjutant  Duryee  for  their 
coolness  and  energy  in  assisting  to  keep  the  men  in  line  and  in  urging 
them  forward  into  action.  The  men  of  the  Third  Regiment  brought  off 
in  the  retreat  two  of  our  abandoned  guns,  one  caisson,  and  several  bag-, 
gage  wagons,  and  behaved  with  great  coolness  in  the  retreat,  and  the 
bulk  of  the  regiment  was  present  to  repel  the  charge  of  cavalry  this 
side  of  Bull  Bun. 

I  received  during  the  day  and  on  the  retreat  the  most  gallant  and 
efficient  assistance  from  Lieutenant  Hascall,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery,  A.  A. 
adjutant-general ;  Lieutenant  Walter,  First  Connecticut  Volunteers ; 
Lieutenant  Gordon?  Second  U.  S.  Cavalry,  aides,  obeyed  my  orders  on 
the  field  with  alacrity ;  and  Lieutenant  Ely,  First  Connecticut  Volun- 
teers, brigade  commissary,  assisted  me  zealously.  Lieutenants  Walter 
and  Gordon  are  both  missing.  The  former  I  sent  to  the  rear  at  about  4 
p.  m.  to  ascertain  from  General  McDowell  how  the  day  was  going,  since 
which  time  I  have  not  seen  him  nor  do  I  know  his  fate.  Lieutenant 
Gordon  was  with  me  two  miles  this  side  of  Bull  Bun  on  the  retreat, 
where  I  saw  him  the  last  time.  I  trust  he  will  yet  be  found.  My  two 
mounted  orderlies,  Cooper  and  Ballou;  were  both  with  me  until  near  the 
end  of  the  conflict,  and  are  both  missing.  My  brigade  being  far  in 
advance,  and  the  ground  very  hilly  and  interspersed  with  patches  of 
woods,  rendered  it  difficult  to  avoid  being  enveloped  by  the  enemy. 
The  last  individuals  probably  missed  their  way  and  were  killed  or 
captured. 

I  have  delayed  this  report  of  the  action  until  all  the  wanderers  could 
be  gathered  in,  and  the  following  may  therefore  be  taken  as  a  very 
close  approximation  to  the  actual  casualties  in  my  brigade.  Those 
reported  missing  are  supposed  to  be  killed  or  taken  prisoners.* 

In  addition  to  the  reported  loss  of  the  Second  Maine  Begiment, 
Lieutenant  Skinner,  Surgeon  Allen  and  his  son,  while  assisting  the 
wounded,  were  taken  prisoners.  The  aggregate  loss  of  this  gallant 
regiment  was  therefore  174  out  of  640,  which  was  the  complete  strength 
on  going  into  action. 

It  was  impossible  to  obtain  exact  returns  of  my  brigade  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  21st,  but  I  am  certain  its  aggregate  strength  was  about  2,500 
men.  We  captured  fifteen  of  the  enemy  and  brought  six  prisoners  to 
Washington. 

In  concluding  the  account  of  the  battle,  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  add 
that  the  conduct  of  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  was  generally  ex- 
cellent  The  troops  composing  it  need  only  instruction  to  make  them 
as  good  as  any  in  the  world. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  add,  in  continuation  of  this  report,  that  the  Third 
Connecticut  Begiment  ana  a  part  of  the  Second  Maine  Volunteers,  of 
my  brigade,  left  their  camps  near  Centreville  at  about  10  o'clock  a.  m. 
by  order  of  General  Tyler,  and  arrived  at  Camp  McDowell,  six  and  a 
half  miles  from  the  Potomac,  at  dawn  of  day  the  morning  after  the 
battle.  The  camps  of  my  four  regiments  and  that  of  one  company  of 
cavalry  were  standing,  and  during  the  day  I  learned  that  the  Ohio  camp, 
a  mile  and  a  quarter  this  way,  was  vacant  of  troops,  and  the  camp  or 

•  List  here  omitted  is  embodied  in  that  forwarded  by  General  Tyler,  p.  361. 
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the  New  York  Second  had  only  a  gnard  of  fifty  or  sixty  men  left  in  it. 
Not  wishing  the  enemy  to  get  possession  of  so  many  standing  tents  and 
such  an  abundance  of  camp  equipage,  I  ordered  my  brigade  to  retreat 
no  farther  until  all  the  public  property  should  be  removed. 

The  rain  fell  in  torrents  all  day  the  22d.  The  men  were  excessively 
fatigued,  and  we  had  only  eleven  wagons.  Brigade  Quartermaster 
Hodge  made  two  journeys  to  the  city  to  obtain  transportatioo,  but  with 
four  or  five  exceptions  the  drivers  refused  to  come  out.  Our  eleven 
wagons  were  kept  in  motion,  and  at  nightfall  the  troops  were  drenched 
to  the  skin  and  without  shelter.  So,  leaving  guards  at  the  regimental 
camps  of  my  brigade,  I  moved  forward  with  the  bulk  of  the  Third  Con- 
necticut Regiment,  and  by  11  o'clock  at  night  the  majority  were  housed 
in  the  Ohio  and  New  York  camps. 

We  kept  good  watch  through  the  night,  and  early  in  the  morning  of 
the  23d  instant  Quartermaster-General  Meigs  sent  out  long  trains  of 
wagons,  and  Brigade  Quartermaster  Hodge  walked  six  miles  to  Alex- 
andria and  brought  up  a  train  of  cars,  and  the  work  of  removal  pro* 
ceeded  with  vigor.  As  early  as  5.30  o'clock  p.  m.  the  last  thing  of  value 
had  been  removed  and  sent  forward,  to  the  amount  of  175  four-horse 
wagon  loads.  The  order  to  fall  in  was  then  given,  and  the  brigade 
marched  in  perfect  order,  every  man  with  his  firelock,  and  at  sunset 
bivouacked  near  Fort  Corcoran. 

I  acknowledge  great  indebtedness  to  Brigade  Quartermaster  Hodge. 
But  for  his  untiring  exertions  in  procuring  the  means  of  transportation 
nearly  all  the  public  property  must  have  been  abandoned.  The  men  of 
the  different  regiments  labored  with  extraordinary  zeal,  considering 
their  great  fatigue,  and  they  merit  the  highest  praise.  I  had  given  per- 
mission to  about  one  hundred  sick  and  lame  to  limp  forward  in  advance, 
and  about  an  equal  number  of  cowards  and  recreants  had  fled  without 
permission.  The  balance  of  my  brigade,  faithful  and  laborious,  stood 
by,  and  they  may  claim  the  right  to  teach  that  it  is  unmanly  to  destroy 
the  public  property,  and  base  to  abandon  it  to  the  enemy,  except  in 
cases  of  the  extremest  necessity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  KEYES, 
Colonel  Eleventh  Infantry, 
Commanding  First  Brigade,  First  Division, 

Capt.  A.  Batbd,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen., 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  First  Division. 


Report  of  Col.  Charles  D.  Jameson,  Second  Maine  Infantry. 

[Note.— The  first  page  of  Colonel  Jameson's  report  was  never  received 

in  the  Adjutant-General's  Onlce.] 

•  •••••• 

Lieut  John  Skinner,  Company  C,  was  taken  prisoner  while  assisting 
Captain  Jones  to  the  hospital.  Surgeon  Allen  remained  in  care  of  the 
wounded,  and  was  also  taken,  together  with  bis  son.  Chaplain  J.  F. 
Mines  is  probably  a  prisoner.  There  are  still  115  privates  missing,  a  num- 
ber of  whom  I  feel  confident  will  yet  come  in,  so  that  our  loss  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing  will  be  less  than  150. 

Permit  me  before  closing  this  report  to  express  my  entire  satisfaction 
with  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command  during  the  engagement, 
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for  with  few  exceptions  they  obeyed  every  order  promptly,  and  main- 
tained their  position  under  a  most  severe  tire  of  artillery  and  small-arms 
until  ordered  to  fall  back. 

Great  credit  is  due  Lieut  Col.  C.  W.  Roberts,  Maj.  George  Varney,  and 
Adjutant  Reynolds  for  their  coolness  and  courage  on  the  field  under  the 
heavy  fire  that  was  thinning  our  ranks. 

Capt.  E.  N.  Jones  fell  mortally  wounded  while  exhibiting  great  courage 
in  rallying  his  men  to  the  charge.  Sergeant:  William  J.  Dean  fell  severely 
wounded  while  nobly  bearing  the  beautiful  California  stand  of  colors 
presented  to  the  regiment  the  day  before  by  the  ladies  of  San  Francisco 
formerly  residents  of  Maine.  The  colors  were  lost,  but  regained.  My 
thanks  are  due  Capt.  F.  C.  Foss,  Sergeant  Samuel  Hinckley,  of  Company 
A,  and  Corporal  Benjamin  Smart,  Company  II,  for  important  extra  serv- 
ices rendered  during  the  day ;  also  to  Sergeant  G.  W.  Brown,  Company  F ; 
A.  J.  Knowles  and  L.  Carver,  Company  D ;  A.  P.  Jones  and  H.  W. 
Wheeler,  Company  A  j  Peter  Welch.  Company  I,  for  nobly  volunteering 
to  accompany  me  to  remove  the  dead  and  wounded  from  the  field  under 
a  very  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  D.  JAMESON, 
Colonel  Second  Regiment  Maine  Volunteers. 

Col.  E.  D.  Keyes, 

Commanding  First  Brigade,  First  Divinion. 


No.  19. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Robert  C.  Schenck,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Second 

Brigade,  First  Division. 

2d  Brig.,  1st  Div.,  Dep't  Northeastern  Virginia, 

July  23,  1861. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  this  report  of  the  movements 
and  service  of  my  brigade  in  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  on  the  Gainesville 
road,  on  the  21st  instant: 

Leaving  my  camp,  one  mile  south  of  Centreville,  at  2.30  a.  m.  of  that 
day,  I  marched  at  the  head  of  your  division,  as  ordered,  with  my  com- 
mand in  column,  in  the  following  order :  The  First  Regiment  of  Ohio 
Volunteers,  Colonel  McCook;  the  Second  Ohio,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Mason;  the  Second  New  York  State  Militia,  Colonel  Tompkins,  and 
Captain  Carlisle's  battery  of  light  artillery,  six  brass  guns.  To  Cap- 
taiu  Carlisle's  command  was  also  attached  the  large  Parrott  gun  (30- 
pounder),  under  direction  of  Lieutenant  Haius,  of  the  Artillery  Corps. 

Proceeding  slowly  and  carefully,  preceded  by  five  companies  of  skir- 
mishers of  the  First  and  Second  Ohio,  which  1  threw  out  on  either  side 
of  the  road,  we  approached  the  bridge  over  Bull  Run,  beyond  which  the 
rebels  were  understood  to  be  posted  and  intrenched,  and  to  within  a 
distance,  perhaps,  of  three  fourths  of  a  mile  of  their  batteries  ou  the 
other  side  of  the  stream.  In  obedience  to  your  command,  ou  first  dis- 
covery of  the  presence  of  the  enemy's  infantry  forming  into  line  on 
the  hill-side  beyond  the  Run.  I  deployed  my  three  regiments  of  infantry 
to  the  left  of  the  road,  ana  formed  them  in  line  of  battle  in  front  of 
his  right.  Thus  my  command  was  constituted — the  left  wing  of  our 
division,  Colonel  Sherman's  brigade,  coming  up  and  taking  position  to 
the  right  of  the  road. 
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After  the  fire  had  been  opened  by  discharge  of  the  large  Parrott 
gun  from  the  center  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy's  work,  I  moved  my 
extended  line  gradually  forward  at  intervals,  taking  advantage  of  the 
ground,  until  I  had  my  force  sheltered  partly  in  a  hollow,  covered  by 
a  ridge  and  wood  in  front,  and  partly  by  the  edge  of  the  timber  lying 
between  us  and  the  run.  Here  we  lay,  in  pursuance  of  your  orders, 
for,  perhaps,  two  and  a  half  or  three  hours,  with  no  evidence  of  our 
nearness  to  the  enemy  except  the  occasional  firing  of  musketry  by  our 
skirmishers  in  the  wood  in  front,  answered  by  the  muskets  or  rifles  of 
the  enemy,  to  whom  our  presence  and  position  were  thus  Indicated, 
with  a  view  to  distract  his  attention  from  the  approach  of  Colonel  Hun- 
ter's force  from  above  and  in  his  rear.  At  this  time  I  received  your 
notice  and  order  announcing  that  Hunter  was  heard  from,  that  he  had 
crossed,  and  was  coming  down  about  two  miles  above  ns,  and  directing 
that  if  I  saw  any  signs  of  a  stampede  of  the  enemy  in  front  I  should 
make  a  dash  with  the  two  Ohio  regiments,  keeping  the  New  York  regi- 
ment in  reserve.  For  this  movement  I  immediately  formed  and  pre- 
pared. Soon  after,  and  when,  by  the  firing  of  artillery  and  musketry 
in  front  at  the  right,  it  appeared  that  the  rebels  were  actively  engaged 
iu  their  position  by  our  forces  on  the  other  side  of  the  stream,  I  received 
your  order  to  extend  my  line  still  farther  to  the  left,  sending  forward 
Colonel  McCook's  regiment  to  feel  the  battery  of  the  enemy,  which 
was  ascertained  to  be  on  tbe  hill  coveriug  the  ford,  half  a  mile  below 
the  bridge,  and  supporting  him  with  my  two  other  regiments.  This  was 
immediately  done.  Colonel  McCook  advanced  in  that  direction  along 
the  road,  which  we  found  to  be  a  narrow  track  through  a  pine  wood, 
thick  and  close  with  undergrowth,  and  flanked  on  either  side  by  ambus- 
cades of  brush-work,  which  were  now,  however,  abandoned.  Reaching 
the  head  of  this  narrow  road  where  it  opened  upon  the  stream,  Colonel 
McCook  found  the  battery  to  be  a  strong  earthwork  immediately  oppo- 
site, mounted  with  at  least  four  heavy  guns,  and  commanding  the 
outlet  from  the  wood.  An  open  space  of  hollow  ground  lay  between, 
with  a  corn-field  to  the  left,  the  direct  distance  across  to  the  enemy's 
battery  being  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  yards.  Behind  this  bat- 
tery, aud  supporting  it,  were  discovered  some  four  regiments  of  the 
rebel  troops,  while  rifle-pits  were  seen  directly  in  frout  of  it.  The  First 
Regiment  w.is  then  deployed  to  the  left  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  aud 
into  the  corn-field,  one  company  (Captain  Kell's)  being  thrown  forward 
towards  the  run  up  to  within  perhaps  twenty  yards  of  the  battery. 

While  this  was  done  I  advanced  the  Second  Ohio,  followed  by  the 
Second  New  York,  toward  the  head  of  the  road,  in  supporting  distance 
from  the  First  Ohio,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mason's  regiment  filing  also  to 
the  left.  Receiving  Colouel  McCook 's  report  of  the  battery,  and  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  turn  it  with  any  force  we  had,  I  immediately 
dispatched  a  message  to  the  center  to  bring  up  some  pieces  of  artillery, 
to  engage  the  enemy  from  the  head  of  the  road.  In  the  mean  time  the 
enemy,  discovering  our  presence  and  position  in  the  woods,  and  evi- 
dently having  the  exact  range  of  the  road  we  were  occupying,  opeued 
on  us  with  a  heavy  fire  of  shells  and  round  and  grape  shot.  To  avoid 
the  effect  of  this  as  much  as  possible,  I  ordered  the  men  to  fall  back 
into  the  woods  ou  each  side  of  the  road,  and  was  presently  re-enforced 
by  two  guns  of  Ayres'  battery,  under  Lieutenant  Ransom,  which  passed 
to  the  head  of  the  road.  A  brisk  cannonading  was  then  opened,  but 
a  very  unequal  one,  on  account  of  the  superior  force  and  metal  of  the 
enemy.  While  this  continued,  I  left  my  horse  aud  passed  through  the 
woods,  aud  remained  some  time  by  our  guns,  to  be  satisfied  whether  wo 
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were  making  any  impression  on  the  enemy's  work.  I  soon  found  that 
it  was  not  thus  to  be  carried,  and  such  also  was  the  opinion  of  the  offi- 
cer in  charge  of  the  guns.  Betiring,  I  found  that  the  most  of  my  two 
regiments  in  the  rear  had  fallen  back  out  of  range  of  the  hot  and  con- 
stant fire  of  the  enemy's  cannon,  against  which  they  had  nothing  to  op- 
pose. The  suffering  from  this  fire  was  principally  with  the  Second  New 
York,  as  they  were  in  the  line  where  most  of  the  shell  and  shots  fell 
that  passed  over  the  heads  of  the  Second  Ohio. 

Taking  with  me  two  companies  of  the  Second  Ohio,  which  were  yet  in 
the  woods  maintaining  their  position,  I  returned  to  cover,  and  brought 
away  Ransom's  guns.  It  was  just  at  this  place  and  point  of  time  that 
you  visited  yourself  the  position  we  were  leaving.  I  must  not  omit  to 
speak  with  commendation  of  the  admirable  manner  in  which  these  gnus 
of  bura  were  handled  and  served  by  the  officers  and  men  having  them  in 
charge;  and  I  may  notice  the  fact  also  that,  as  we  were  withdrawing 
from  this  point,  we  saw  another  heavy  train  of  the  enemy's  guns  arrive 
and  move  up  the  stream  on  the  other  side  of  their  battery  with  which 
we  had  been  engaged  along  what  we  supposed  to  be  the  road  from  Ma- 
nassas towards  where  the  battle  was  raging  with  our  troops  on  the  right. 

My  three  regiments  being  all  called  in,  then  returned  and  rested  in 
good  order  at  the  center  of  the  front,  near  the  turnpike.  Here  I  was 
informed  by  Colonel  McCook  that  you  had  crossed  the  run  above  with 
other  portions  of  our  division,  and  left  with  him  an  order  for  me  to 
remain  with  my  infantry  in  that  position  supporting  Carlisle's  battery, 
which  was  posted  close  to  the  road  on  the  right.  This  was  about  1 
o'clock  p.  m.  Captain  Carlisle,  while  we  thus  rested,  was  playing  with 
much  apparent  effect  upon  the  enemy's  works  across  the  run  with  his 
two  rifled  pieces,  as  was  also  Lieutenant  Hains  with  the  large  Parrott 
gun.  Soon  after,  having  successive  and  cheering  reports,  confirmed  by 
what  we  could  observe,  of  the  success  of  our  Army  on  the  other  side  of 
the  run,  I  discovered  that  bodies  of  the  enemy  were  in  motion,  probably 
retreating  to  their  right.  To  scatter  these  and  hasten  their  flight  I 
ordered  into  the  road  toward  the  bridge  the  two  rifled  guns,  and  had 
several  rounds  fired,  with  manifest  severe  effect.  This,  however,  drew 
from  the  enemy's  batteries  again  a  warm  and  quick  fire  of  shell  and 
with  rifled  cannon  on  our  position  in  the  road,  which  continued  after- 
wards and  with  little  intermission,  with  loss  of  some  lives  again  in  my 
New  York  regiment,  until  the  close  of  the  fight 

While  this  was  going  on,  Captain  Alexander,  of  the  Engineer  Corps, 
brought  up  the  company  of  pioneers  and  axmen,  which,  with  its  officers 
and  sixty  men,  had  been  entirely  detailed  from  the  regiments  of  my  brig- 
ade, to  open  a  communication  over  the  bridge  and  through  the  heavy 
abatis  which  obstructed  the  passage  of  troops  on  our  front  beyond  the 
run.  To  support  him  while  thus  engaged,  I  brought  and  placed  on  the 
road  towards  the  bridge  McCook's  and  Tompkins'  regiments,  detailing 
also  and  sending  forward  to  the  bridge  a  company  of  the  Second  New 
Yorkers,  to  cover  the  rear  while  cutting  through  the  enemy's  abatis.  A 
second  company  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mason's  command  was  also 
brought  forward  with  axes  afterwards,  to  aid  in  clearing  the  obstruc- 
tions, and  thus  in  a  short  time  Captain  Alexander  succeeded  in  opening 
a  passage. 

Captain  Carlisle's  battery  was  now  posted  on  the  hill-side  in  the  open 
field  to  the  left  of  the  road'  toward  the  bridge.  Very  soon  after,  some 
reverse  of  fortune  appearing  to  have  taken  place  with  our  troops  on  the 
other  side,  who  were  falling  back  up  the  run,  it  was  discovered  and  re- 
ported to  me  that  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  had  passed  over  the  stream 
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below  the  bridge,  and  were  advancing  through  a  wood  in  the  low  grounds 
at  our  left,  with  an  evident  purpose  to  flank  us.  To  intercept  this  move- 
ment, I  ordered  forward  into  the  road  still  lower  down  two  of  Carlisle's 
brass  howitzers,  a*  few  rounds  from  which,  quickly  served,  drove  the 
rebels  from  the  wood  and  back  to  the  other  side  of  the  stream.  It  was 
not  long  after  this  that  the  unpleasant  intelligence  came  of  our  Army 
being  in  retreat  from  the  front  across  the  ford  above,  and  the  order  was 
given  to  fall  back  on  Centreville.  The  retreat  of  my  brigade,  being  now 
in  the  rear  of  our  division,  was  conducted  in  the  reverse  order  of  our 
march  in  the  morning,  the  Second  New  York  moving  first,  and  being 
followed  by  the  Second  Ohio  and  First  Ohio,  the  two  latter  regiments 
preserving  their  lines  in  good  degree,  rallying  together  and  arriving  at 
Centreville  with  closed  ranks,  and  snaring  comparatively  little  in  the 
panic  which  characterized  so  painfully  that  retreat,  and  which  seemed 
to  me  to  be  occasioned  more  by  the  fears  of  frightened  teamsters,  and 
of 'harrying  and  excited  civiliaus  (who  ought  never  to  have  been  there), 
than  even  by  the  needless  disorder  and  want  of  discipline  of  straggling 
soldiers. 

Near  the  house  which  was  occupied  as  a  hospital  for  the  wounded, 
about  a  mile  from  the  battle- ground,  a  dashing  charge  was  made  upon 
the  retreating  column  by  a  body  of  secession  cavalry,  which  was  gallantly 
repelled,  and  principally  by  two  companies  of  the  Second  Ohio,  with  loss 
on  both  sides.  Here  also,  in  this  attack,  occurred  some  of  the  casual- 
ties to  the  Second  New  York  Regiment.  From  this  point  to  Centreville 
a  portion  of  the  First  Ohio  was  detailed,  under  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Parrott,  and  acted  efficiently  as  a  rear  guard,  covering  the  re- 
treat 

Arrived  at  Centreville,  I  halted  the  two  Ohio  regiments  on  the  hill,  and 
proceeded  to  call  on  General  McDowell,  whom  I  found  engaged  in 
forming  the  reserve  of  the  Army  and  other  troops  in  line  of  battle  to 
meet  an  expected  attack  that  night  of  the  enemy  at  that  point.  I 
offered  him  our  services,  premising,  however,  that  unfed  and  weary 
troops,  who  had  been  seventeen  hours  on  the  march  and  battle-field, 
might  not  be  very  effective,  unless  it  were  to  be  posted  as  a  reserve  in 
case  of  later  emergency.  General  McDowell  directed  me  to  take  them 
to  the  foot  of  the  hill,  there  to  stop  and  encamp.  This  I  did,  establish- 
ing the  two  regiments  together  in  the  wood  to  the  west  of  the  turnpike. 
After  resting  here  about  two  hours,  I  was  notified  that  your  division, 
with  the  rest  of  the  forces  under  the  general  commanding,  were  leaving 
Centreville,  and  received  your  order  to  fall  back  on  Washington.  I  took 
the  route  by  Fairfax  Oourt-House,  and  thence  across  to  Vienna,  arriving 
at  the  latter  place  at  3.30  a.  m.  of  the  22d,  and  there  resting  the  troops 
for  two  hours  in  an  open  field.  During  the  march  we  did  what  was 
possible  to  cover  the  rear  of  the  scattered  column  then  on  the  road. 

Two  miles,  or  less,  this  side  of  Vienna,  Colonel  McCook,  with  the 
main  body  or  his  regiment,  turned  upon  the  road  leading  to  the  Chain 
Bridge  over  the  Potomac,  thinking  it  might  be  a  better  way.  and  at  the 
same  time  afford  by  the  presence  of  a  large  and  organized  body  pro- 
tection to  any  stragglers  that  might  have  taken  that  route.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Mason,  with  the  Second  Ohio,  marched  in  by  the  way  of  Falls 
Church  and  Camp  dpton. 

The  return  of  the  Ohio  regiments  to  Washington  was  made  necessary 
by  the  fact  that,  their  term  of  service  having" expired,  they  are  at  once  to 
be  sent  home  to  be  mustered  out  of  service. 

Not  having  been  able  to  obtain  yet  complete  or  satisfactory  returns 


Digitized  by  Google 


Chat.  IX.] 


THE  BULL  BUN  CAMPAIGN. 


361 


of  all  the  casualties  in  the  battle  in  the  different  corps  of  my  brigade,  I 
shall  reserve  the  list  of  them  for  a  separate  report,  which  I  will  furnish 
as  soon  as  practicable.* 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  0.  SCHENCK, 

Brigadier-General  Tyler, 

Commanding  First  Division. 


No.  20. 

Reports  o/Capi.  J.  H.  Carlisle,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery. 

Department  op  Northeastern  Virginia, 

Fort  Corcoran,  July  25, 1861. 

Dear  General  :  I  intended  to  have  visited  you  this  morning,  but  in 
consequence  of  conflicting  authority  was  unable  to  cross  the  river.  I 
have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  prepare  a  report,  having  only  just  received 
the  reports  of  my  subaltern  officers.  •  My  report  shall  be  prepared  im- 
mediately and  forwarded  to  your  headquarters. 

I  herewith  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  of  casualties  in  my  com- 
mand, viz :  Men  killed  and  missing,  11 ;  wounded,  4.  Horses  killed  and 
missing,  35.   Guns  lost,  4. 

Being  appointed  chief  of  artillery  of  the  defenses  at  this  point,  and 
being  overwhelmed  with  the  various  duties  incident  to  my  command,  I 
have  been  unable  to  communicate  with  you.  If  possible,  I  shall  see  you 
personally  to-morrow,  or  at  least  communicate  with  you  through  an 
officer  of  my  command. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOWARD  CARLISLE, 
Commanding  Company  JS7,  Second  Artillery. 

Robert  C.  Schenok, 

Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


Department  of  Northeastern  Virginia., 

Fort  Corcoran,  July  26,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  engage- 
ment at  Bull  Run  of  Sunday.  July  21 : 

Being  in  your  brigade?  and  occupying  the  advance  of  the  column,  we 
reached  the  enemy's  position  at  5  a.  in.  Your  command  advancing,  my 
battery  was  placed  more  directly  under  the  command  of  General  Tyler, 
commanding  the  First  Division.  During  the  day  we  were  under  a  most 
severe  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  and  succeeded  in  completely 
silencing  one  of  them,  composed  of  six  pieces.  The  sections  of  my  bat- 
tery acting  separately  during  a  great  part  of  the  day,  the  separate 
reports  of  the  officers  commanding  these  sections  are  herewith  respect- 
fully submitted.  Throughout  the  entire  day  the  officers  and  men  under 
ray  command  behaved  in  the  most  creditable  manner.  Lieutenant 
Wilson,  Second  Artillery,  with  the  rifled  guns,  was  frequently  detached, 

*  Embraced  in  division  return,  p.  351. 
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and  did  excellent  service.  Lieutenant  Lyford,  First  Dragoons,  U.  S. 
Army,  and  Lieutenant  Fnller,  U.  S.  Artillery,  each  commanding  sections, 
were  each  during  the  day  at  times  acting  separately  from  the  battery, 
and  acquitted  themselves  in  the  best  manner.  Lieutenant  Hill,  First 
Artillery,  deserves  great  credit  for  his  exertions  in  collecting  horses  and 
carriages  and  bringing  two  of  the  pieces  from  the  field. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOWARD  CARLISLE, 
Captain,  Second  Artillery,  Commanding  Company  E. 

Brig.  Gen.  Robert  0.  Sohenck,  U.  S.  Army. 


No.  21. 

Report  of  Lieut.  John  M.  Wilson,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery. 

Fort  Corcoran,  Va.,  July  24, 1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following 
report  of  our  attack  and  retreat  at  the  battle  of  Bull  Run : 

By  order  of  General  Scheuck,  we  prepared  to  move  forward  at  exactly 
2  a.  m.  Sunday.  July  21,  but  owing  to  the  infantry  not  being  ready,  our 
departure  was  delayed  nearly  an  hour.  Our  brigade  led  off,  our  position 
being  just  behind  the  New  York  Second  Regiment,  who  were  preceded 
by  the  Ohio  First  and  Second. 

We  moved  forward  slowly,  experiencing  little  difficulty,  except  at  the 
bridge  across  a  small  brook,  the  ford  of  the  brook  being  obstructed  by 
fallen  trees.  The  difficulty  arose  from  the  weakness  of  the  bridge,  we 
fearing  it  would  break  under  the  weight  of  the  30-pounder  gun.  We 
passed  over,  however,  without  accident,  and  moved  forward  on  the  road, 
the  troops  taking  position  in  line  of  battle,  skirmishers  in  front. 

At  5  a.  m.  exactly  the  first  gun  was  fired  by  Captain  Carlisle,  who 
fired  three  times  from  the  30-pounder  rifled  gun  without  eliciting  any 
reply  from  the  enemy,  who  could  be  seen  in  crowds  in  the  adjacent 
woods.  Our  battery  then  moved  forward,  and  by  order  took  up  position 
on  the  brow  of  a  small  hill,  facing  down  a  ravine,  with  heavy  woods 
immediately  in  rear  of  us.  At  the  suggestion  of  Major  Barry,  of  the 
artillery,  I  opened  fire  from  my  rifle  section  upon  the  enemy,  immediately 
in  rear  of  an  abatis  a  short  distance  off,  and  dislodged  them  at  the  first 
fire ;  this  was  about  8.30  a.  m.  Colonel  Hunter's  column  having  moved 
to  the  right  to  go  over  Bull  Run,  the  enemy  advanced  out  to  meet  them, 
when  I  again  opened  from  my  rifle  guns,  with  what  execution  I  could 
not  tell.  The  firing  on  the  right  soon  after  became  very  severe.  A 
regiment  now  attempted  to  cross  Bull  Run,  when  a  battery  behind  a 
hill  in  front  of  us  opened  upon  them,  and  they  fell  before  it,  breaking 
rapidly. 

Our  battery  now  opened  upon  the  enemy  in  the  most  gallant  style, 
firing  with  the  greatest  rapidity  shot,  shell,  spherical  case,  and  canister, 
and  silenced  their  battery  in  a  short  time,  we  being  under  a  very  severe 
fire  of  solid  shot  and  Hotchkiss  shell.  On  inspecting  their  position 
afterwards  it  was  found  that  they  had  been  literally  cut  to  pieces. 

We  then  opened  on  a  battery  much  farther  off,  and  with  the  30-pounder 
gun  (rifled),  and  were  replied  to  with  such  accuracy  as  to  take  off  half 
the  splinter-bar  of  the  limber,  and  some  of  the  shell  which  fell  among 
us  proved  to  be  from  the  Parrott  gun.  A  short  time  before  this  our 
infantry  support  was  withdrawn,  and  we  were  left  entirely  alone.  Soon 
after,  we  were  ordered  from  this  position,  and  I  moved  forward  alone 
with  my  section  to  cover  the  position  where  a  bridge  was  to  be  thrown 
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over  Bull  Bud,  we  being  supported  by  the  First  Ohio  Begiment  and 
some  other.  By  order  of  the  commanding  general  of  the  brigade,  I  took 
position  in  an  open  road,  and  fired  at  a  house  and  into  the  woods.  A 
battery,  which  could  not  be  seen,  now  opened  upon  us  with  remarkable 
precision.  I  continued  to  fire  for  some  time,  until  I  was  ordered  to  move 
farther  down  towards  the  run.  I  limbered  up,  and  was  about  to  move 
off,  when  vast  columns  of  the  enemy  were  seen  coming  over  the  hill,  and 
though  evidently  beyond  the  range  of  my  guns  I  fired  at  them  by  order 
of  the  commanding  general  of  the  brigade,  again  coming  into  battery, 
still  being  under  a  severe  fire  from  the  battery  which  we  could  not  see. 

In  a  few  moments,  having  run  out  of  ammunition,  with  the  exception 
of  one  shell  for  each  gun,  I  retired,  by  order  of  Colonel  McCook,  and 
took  position  with  the  rest  of  the  battery,  under  Captain  Carlisle,  on  the 
brow  of  a  hill  about  one  hundred  yards  from  the  position  I  then  occu- 
pied. Here  again  we  were  under  fire  from  some  unseen  source,  and  the 
shot  and  shell  rained  in  among  us.  Our  battery  theu  again  opened,  the 
section  under  Lieutenant  Fuller  having  been  operating  upon  the  enemy 
while  Lieutenant  Lyford  and  myself  were  absent  with  our  sections. 
Lieutenant  Lyford  had  moved  just  to  my  front  and  left,  by  order,  and 
was  also  under  a  galling  fire.  On  his  return,  we  limbered  up  and  moved 
slowly  off  to  the  road  for  a  new  position.  We  halted  iu  the  road,  and  a 
few  moments  after,  by  order  of  Captain  Carlisle,  I  moved  forward  to  get 
a  proper  position. 

Just  as  I  started,  an  orderly  brought  me  an  order  from  the  com- 
manding general  of  the  brigade  to  halt.  I  halted,  but  soon  after  Cap- 
tain Carlisle,  by  order,  ordered  us  forward  again,  but  it  was  too  late. 
We  were  charged  by  cavalry  in  a  road  where  we  could  not  come  into 
action-— woods  on  each  side  of  us  and  we  in  column.  The  infantry  fell 
back  precipitately  in  the  woods.  We  moved  forward  at  a  gallop.  Our 
men  .were  shot  down  and  sabered.  The  wheels  broke  down  in  all  the 
pieces  and  caissons  of  my  section.  I  halted  to  see  if  they  could  be  fixed, 
amidst  a  perfect  shower  of  pistol  bullets,  but  finding  they  could  not  be, 
moved  forward  with  the  pieces  on  a  jump  without  wheels  until  every 
trace  broke.  The  men  behaved  gallantly  and  the  non  commissioned 
officers  with  great  coolness  and  bravery.  1  halted  at  Centreville,  where 
an  attempt  was  made  to  make  a  stand,  but  soon  after  moved  on  with 
dispatches  from  Colonel  Sherman  to  Fairfax  Court-House,  arriving  tljere 
about  dark,  and  telegraphing  the  dispatch  to  Washington.  With  what 
men  I  could  gather,  and  as  many  horses  as  I  could  get,  I  moved  on  the 
following  day  to  Fort  Corcoran,  where  toy  company  is  now  being  reor- 
ganized. Our  loss  is  still  unknown,  as  the  horses  and  men  are  con- 
stantly coming  in. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

JOHN  M.  WILSON, 
Lieutenant,  Second  Artillery. 

Capt.  J.  Howard  Carlisle, 

Commanding  Company  ET  Second  Artillery. 


No.  22. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Stephen  C.  Lyford,  First  U.  S.  Dragoons. 

Fort  Corcoran,  Va.,  July  25,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  engagement  at  Bull  Bun  on  Sunday,  July  21, 1801 : 
Being  attached  to  General  Schenck's  brigade,  we  joined  the  division 
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under  the  command  of  General  Tyler,  and  at  about  2  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing  of  July  21.  our  brigade  leading  tbe  column,  our  battery  was  pre- 
ceded by  the  First  and  Second  Ohio  Volunteers  and  the  Second  New 
York  Volunteers  in  the  above-mentioned  order.  We  arrived  in  view  of 
tbe  enemy's  position  about  5  a.  m.,  and  immediately  opened  fire  with 
the  30- pounder  rifled  gun  attached  to  our  battery,  under  the  immediate 
command  of  Lieutenant  Hains,  U.  S.  Army.  This  fire  not  being 
responded  to,  it  was  soon  discontinued,  and  our  brigade  was  ordered  to 
take  up  a  position  in  order  of  battle  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  main 
road,  our  battery  being  placed  in  the  skirts  of  the  woods  on  the  right, 
with  a  hill  immediately  in  our  rear.  The  ground  in  front  was  entirely 
open,  extending  to  the  creek,  on  the  farther  Bide  of  which  the  enemy  had 
constructed  an  abatis.  Three  regiments  of  voluuteers  were  placed  near 
us  to  support  our  battery.  We  then  awaited  the  advance  of  the  columns 
under  Colonels  Hunter  and  Heintzelman,  who  were  to  attack  the  enemy 
in  flank.  These  troops  advanced  into  position  about  9  a.  m.,  and  imme- 
diately opened  the  attack,  which  was  continued  with  great  warmth  on 
both  sides.  Several  regiments  from  General  Tyler's  division  being 
ordered  to  cross  the  creek  to  their  support,  one  of  these  regiments 
attempted  to  cross  the  open  ground  in  front  of  our  division,  when  a 
battery  of  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  them.  This  regiment  was  in- 
stantly dispersed  in  all  directions.  We  replied  to  this  fire  so  successfully 
that  in  a  short  time  the  battery  was  completely  silenced,  and,  from  the 
accounts  of  persons  who  afterwards  visited  their  position,  we  found 
that  only  some  ten  or  twelve  of  their  men  remained  unhurt. 

The  section  u  ruler  my  command,  being  composed  of  one  6- pounder 
gun  and  one  12-pounder  howitzer,  made  use  of  shell,  spherical  case,  and 
solid  shot,  ending  with  a  few  rounds  of  canister.  Our  supports  in  the 
mean  time  had  disappeared,  and  from  this  time  no  regular  support  was 
sent  to  us.  Without  using  our  field  guns  for  some  time  we  continued 
the  fire  with  the  30-pounder  at  intervals.  In  the  afternoon,  probably 
about  2  o'clock,  we  were  ordered  to  a  new  position  to  counterbatter  the 
enemy's  batteries,  which  were  at  such  a  distance  that  they  could  not  be 
reached  by  our  guns.  We  were  here  exposed  to  a  most  galling  fire 
without  being  able  to  reply  with  success.  The  section  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Wilson  having  been  ordered  to  a  new  position,  and  being 
actively  engaged,  I  was  ordered  to  place  my  section  in  a  position  to  be 
designated  by  a  captain  of  the  Massachusetts  volunteers,  where,  accord- 
ing to  his  statement,  the  ranks  of  the  enemy  could  be  much  damaged  by 
my  fire.  Upon  advancing  down  the  road  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  under 
the  fire  of  two  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  this  place  was  pointed  out  by 
the  captain,  but  not  liking  the  position,  I  considered  it  advisable  to  halt 
my  section,  and  proceed  alone  to  examine  the  ground.  On  examination, 
I  found  that  I  should  be  directly  under  the  fire  of  two  batteries,  with- 
out any  support,  and  where,  to  obtain  an  elevation  necessary  to  throw 
projectiles  three  hundred  yards,  it  would  be  necessary  to  sink  the  trails 
of  our  carriages  in  the  ground.  In  addition  to  this,  there  was  nothing  to 
use  artillery  against,  and  no  troops  whatever  to  support  us.  Taking 
these  circumstances  into  consideration,  I  did  not  think  that  I  should 
be  justified  in  placing  my  guns  in  sucn  a  position,  and  consequently 
returned  to  my  starting  point 

Shortly  after  this  our  battery  movejd  to  the  rear  into  the  woods,  aud 
there  remained  in  the  road,  the  battery  being  in  column  of  pieces.  We 
remained  in  this  position  for  some  little  time,  when  an  order  was  given 
to  move  still  farther  to  the  rear.  On  emerging  from  the  woods,  we  en- 
countered a  charge  of  cavalry.   When  my  section  was  made  aware  of 
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the  enemy's  approach,  the  cavalry  was  not  fifteen  yards  distant  The 
command  "  Gallop"  was  then  given,  and  the  rout  was  made  in  the  greatest 
confusion.  Previous  to  our  encounter,  several  regiments  had  passed  us 
at  a'run,  completely  routed,  without  our  being  aware  that  we  had  lost 
the  day.  Had  there  been  any  support  for  our  battery,  had  one  company 
of  infantry  stood  fast,  the  cavalry  could  easily  have  been  repulsed,  and 
the  shameful  consequences  avoided.  Our  battery  moving  at  a  gallop, 
the  carriages  one  by  one  broke  down,  and  the  pieces  one  by  one  were 
scattered  along  the  road.  I  rode  with  my  section  till  I  saw  that  all  was 
lost,  and,  after  receiving  a  ball  in  my  horse's  neck,  I  continued  on  in 
your  company  to  Centreville.  From  Centreville  I  rode  with  dispatches 
to  General  Scott,  and  arrived  at  Fort  Corcoran  nt  daylight  on  Monday 
morning.  After  partaking  of  refreshments,  I  rode  back  to  Vienna,  to 
pick  up  the  stragglers  belonging  to  our  company.  Throughout  the  day 
the  non-commissioned  officers  aud  privates  of  my  command  behaved  with 
the  utmost  coolness  and  gallantry. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  C.  LYFORD, 
Second  Lieutenant,  First  Dragoons,  U.  8.  Army. 

Oapt.  J.  Howard  Carlisle, 

Commanding  Company  E,  Second  Artillery,  U.  8.  Army. 


No.  23. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Edward  B.  HUl,  First  U.  S.  Artillery. 

July  26, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Sunday,  the  2 1st  day  of  July, 
at  2.30  a.m.,  wo  left  our  camp  at  Centreville  to  proceed  to  Bull  Run.  At 
5  o'clock  we  opened  the  action  by  firing  the  heavy  rifled  gun  attached  to 
our  battery,  eliciting  no  response.  We  then  moved  forward  to  the  foot 
of  the  hill,  and  took  a  position  in  the  woods  on  the  right.  A  battery  of 
the  enemy  presenting  itself  opposite  us,  doing  much  injury  to  one  of  our 
regiments,  we  opened  upon  it,  and  after  an  hour's  sharp  firing  com- 
pletely destroyed  it.  We  then  used  the  heavy  rifled  gun  with  great  ad- 
vantage. In  the  afternoon  we  took  a  position  on  the  left  with  Captain 
Ayres'  battery,  but  found  it  untenable  on  account  of  masked  batteries 
of  the  enemy,  the  precise  situation  of  which  we  could  not  ascertain.  We 
then  moved  up  the  hill  aud  halted.  The  enemy  fired  shell  into  this 
position,  and  we  were  ordered  to  go  farther  on.  We  then  halted  for  a 
few  moments,  and  soon  after  moved  on  over  the  hill.  I  was  detained 
in  the  rear  of  the  battery  attending  to  one  of  the  caissons  which  had 
lost  a  wheel.  In  the  mean  time  Captain  Ayres'  battery  passed  by  me,  so 
as  to  come  between  myself  and  our  battery  in  front. 

When  I  was  ready  to  move  on,  I  found  Captain  Ay  res'  bat  tery  pre- 

Earing  for  action  at  the  brow  of  the  hill.  I  then  learned  that  our 
attery  had  been  attacked  by  a  body  of  secession  cavalry,  and  all  cut 
to  pieces.  Captain  Ayres  then  advised  me  to  attach  my  caisson,  battery- 
wagon,  and  forge  to  his  battery,  and  that  I  should  go  on  and  try  to 
discover  what  had  become  of  our  own.  On  riding  ahead  I  found  a 
complete  scene  of  destruction  j  wheels,  limber-boxes,  guns,  caissons, 
dead  and  wounded  men  and  horses  were  scattered  all  along  the  road. 
I  was  enabled,  however,  to  find  two  pieces  which  I  could  bring  along, 
and  two  men,  Corporal  Callaghan  and  Private  Whitenech.   I  applied 
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to  the  division  commander  for  a  detail  of  men  to  assist  in  bringing  ofi 
these  pieces,  which  he  seemed  indisposed  to  grant.  Captain  Ayres,  on 
my  applying  to  him,  furnished  me  with  men  to  act  as  teamsters,  and 
placed  my  two  pieces  in  his  battery. 

We  thus  arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  when  the  enemy  opened  a 
fire  of  musketry  upon  us,  which  created  the  utmost  confusion  in  our 
already  retreating  column.  My  men  were  obliged  to  leave  the  battery- 
wagon,  forge,  and  caisson.  At  Centreville  the  retreating  column  made 
a  stand,  and  I  reported  myself  to  Major  Barry,  chief  of  artillery,  who 
attached  me  to  Lieut  O.  D.  Greene's  battery  at  my  request.  My  two 
pieces  were  then  placed  in  position  with  the  rest  of  the  artillery  to  re- 
sist an  attack.  Colonel  Jackson,  of  the  New  York  Eighteenth  Regi- 
ment, most  kindly  lent  me  a  number  of  men  to  aid  me  as  teamsters  in 
place  of  those  of  Captain  Ayres,  whom  I  returned.  We  soon  after  re- 
ceived an  order  to  retreat  to  Fairfax.  Owing  to  the  inexperience  of  my 
men  I  did  not  get  my  horses  harnessed  in  time,  and  consequently  when 
I  started  was  nearly  half  a  mile  in  rear  of  the  whole  retreating  column. 
I  finally  caught  up  to  Major  Hunt's  battery,  and  was  advised  by  him  to 
push  ahead,  which  I  did.  At  Fairfax  I  received  an  order  to  proceed 
immediately  to  Washington.  I  reached  Fort  Albany,  opposite  Washing- 
ton, at  11  o'clock  Monday  morning,  July  22,  where  Lieutenant  Cook,  of 
the  Twenty-fifth  Regiment,  kindly  received  me,  and  gave  me  all  that 
was  necessary  to  restore  me  after  the  fatigues  of  the  march. 

I  feel  particularly  indebted  to  Captain  Ayres  and  to  the  officers  of 
his  battery — Lieutenant  Greene,  Colonel  Jackson,  and  Major  Hunt — for 
their  valuable  aid  through  the  difficulties  and  embarrassments  of  the 
retreat  from  Bu\\  Run  to  Washington. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ED  WD.  BAYARD  HILL, 
Second  Lieutenant,  First  Artillery, 

Capt.  J.  H.  Carlisle. 


No.  24. 

Report  of  Lieut  William  D.  Fuller,  Third  U.  8.  Artillery. 

Fort  Corcoran,  Va.,  July  24, 1861. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following 
report  of  the  battle  of  Bull  Run : 

Leaving  our  camp  near  Centreville  about  2.30  a.  m.  Sunday,  the  bat- 
tery marched  in  rear  of  General  Schenck's  brigade,  immediately  pre- 
ceded by  a  30- pounder  rifled  gun  of  Parrott's  make.  The  brigade,  feel- 
ing its  way,  with  skirmishers  and  flankers  thrown  out,  arrived  about  6 
a.  m.  within  two  miles  of  Bull  Run,  across  which  the  enemy  were  under- 
stood to  be  in  position.  At  this  point  the  road  descends  rapidly  for 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  towards  Bull  Run.  The  30-pounder  rifled  gun 
was  placed  in  positiou  in  the  road  three-fourths  of  the  way  from  the  top 
to  the  foot  of  the  hill,  and  fired  twice  at  the  supposed  position  of  the 
enemy,  without  any  effect  of  importance.  Our  battery  having  gone  to 
the  foot  of  the  hill,  almost  down  to  the  run,  was  countermarched,  and 
formed  into  park  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  behind  and  under  cover  of  the 
woods. 

Soon  after,  the  battery  was  ordered  and  proceeded  at  once  down  the 
road,  turned  to  the  right  near  the  foot  of  the  hill,  and  came  in  battery 
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in  the  edge  of  the  wood.  A  party  of  the  enemy  having  been  observed 
to  enter  an  abatis  near  the  bridge,  and  just  across  Bull  Run,  Lieutenant 
Wilson  fired  two  percussion  shells  from  his  rifled  section,  the  first  of 
which  struck  and  burst  in  the  abatis,  scattering  the  enemy  from  it  in 
all  directions.  More  shots  were  fired  from  the  30-pounder  rifled  gun, 
and  it  was  afterwards  brought  from  the  road  and  placed  immediately 
on  our  right.  The  movements  of  the  enemy  were  now  and  during  the 
whole  day  studiously  concealed  under  cover  of  woods  or  undulations  of 
the  ground. 

At  about  8.30  the  column  of  Colonel  Hunter  was  seen  approaching 
across  Bull  Bun  and  on  our  right.  A  movement  of  the  troops  of  our 
division  now  began  towards  the  right,  and  with  the  intention  of  cross- 
ing  Bull  Run.  One  of  these  regiments  attempted  to  cut  diagonally 
over  the  open  field  in  front  of  our  battery.  When  half  way  across,  a 
light  battery  of  six  guns  of  the  enemy  galloped  down,  came  in  battery 
just  across  the  run,  and  opened  a  rapid  and  unexpected  fire  of  canister 
on  this  regiment  which  was  marching  by  the  right  flank,  and  scattered 
it  in  confusion. 

Captain  Carlisle  at  once  ordered  the  battery  to  open  a  fire  of  spherical 
case  and  shell  on  the  enemy's  pieces,  which  at  once  ceased  firing  at  our 
volunteer  regiment,  and  began  a  rapid  fire  of  shell  and  solid  shot  on  us. 
After  fifteen  minutes  of  rapid  firing  on  our  part  the  fire  of  the  enemy's 
battery  slackened.  We  then  fired  solid  sh6t,  and  ended  with  a  round 
of  canister,  the  enemy  having  ceased  firing,  and  retreated  with  heavy 
loss  in  men  and  horses,  as  we  afterwards  learned.  My  section  consisted 
of  a  0 -pounder  smooth-bore  gun  and  a  12-pounder  howitzer.  But  for 
the  hot  fire  from  our  battery,  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Carlisle, 
the  regiment  which  was  within  canister  range  of  the  enemy's  battery 
must  have  been  cut  to  pieces.  The  timely  diversion  caused  by  the  fire 
of  our  battery  only  saved  them.  A  deliberate  fire  from  the  30-pounder 
rifled  gun  was  kept  up  with  short  intervals  during  the  day,  and  evidently 
annoyed  the  enemy,  who  fired  several  rifled  percussion  shells  at  this 
piece  with  great  precision. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  the  battery  was  directed  to  leave  its  position 
and  go  down  near  the  bridge  over  Bull  Run.  While  down  there,  lieu- 
tenant Wilson,  with  his  rifled  section,  and  Lieutenant  Lyford,  with  his 
section,  were  ordered  out  to  take  a  position  in  front  nearer  the  run, 
and  both  of  these  officers  were  under  a  heavy  fire  of  shot  and  shell  from 
batteries  they  could  not  reach  with  their  guns.  During  their  absence, 
being  in  command  of  the  center  section,  by  order  of  Captain  Carlisle,  I 
fired  several  rounds  of  spherical  case  and  canister  into  the  woods  occu- 
pied by  the  enemy's  troops.  On  the  return  of  the  other  sections,  the 
battery  was  drawn  just  back  of  the  brow  of  a  small  hill,  to  be  covered 
from  a  fire  of  Hotchkiss  and  Parrott  shell  thrown  from  masked  batteries 
in  position.  A  Parrott  shell  which  had  not  exploded  fell  near  me,  and 
on  examination  proved  to  be  of  excellent  make,  and  must,  from  pecu- 
liarities in  its  construction,  have  been  made  by  machinery  similar  to 
that  of  Captain  Parrott,  at  the  Cold  Spring  Foundry  at  West  Point. 
A  number  of  volunteers  were  killed  by  these  projectiles  in  my  vicinity. 

Our  battery  was  finally  ordered  up  the  hill  a  short  distance  to  the  rear, 
to  place  it  and  the  troops  under  cover.  Accurate  information  of  our 
movements  must  have  reached  the  enemy,  as  they  changed  the  direction 
of  their  fire  at  once,  and  threw  rifled  projectiles  all  around  us.  After 
waiting  in  this  road  the  battery  was  ordered  up  the  hill,  and  directed 
to  find  a  safe  position  just  beyond  it  Proceeding  up  the  road  in  column 
of  pieces,  we  were  unexpectedly  charged  by  cavalry,  and  from  the 
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position  we  could  not  come  into  action.  Our  cannoneers  and  drivers 
were  shot  or  sabered.  While  moving  at  a  gallop  our  wheels  came  off 
of  each  piece  in  my  section.  Our  efforts  to  repair  this  damage  were 
unavailing,  and  amidst  a  shower  of  pistol  bullets  we  dragged  our  pieces 
until  the  traces  broke.  The  men  and  non-commissioned  officers  behaved 
with  gallantry.  I  halted  at  Centreville  and  attempted  to  join  my  brig- 
ade, but  unsuccessfully.  Learning  that  the  regiments  of  the  brigade 
were  marching  to  Fairfax  Court-bouse,  I  followed  them  with  as  many 
men  and  non-commissioned  officers  of  my  company  as  I  could  collect. 
An  order  being  issued  after  this  for  the  troops  to  retire  to  Washington, 
I  proceeded  with  a  sergeant,  four  enlisted  men,  and  five  horses  to  Fort 
Corcoran,  where  the  baggage  of  the  company  was  stored,  and  arrived 
there  about  8  o'clock  Monday  morning. 
Very  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  D.  FULLER, 
Brevet  Second  Lieutenant,  Third  Artillery. 

Capt  J.  Howard  Carlisle, 

Commanding  Company  E,  Second  Artillery. 


No.  25. 

Report  of  Col.  William  T.  Sherman,  Thirteenth  U.  S.  Infantry ,  command- 
ing Third  Brigade,  Fint  Division. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brigade,  First  Division, 

Fort  Corcoran,  July  25, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  this  my  report  of  the  operations  of 
my  brigade  during  the  action  of  the  21st  instant  The  brigade  is  com- 
posed of  the  Thirteenth  New  York  Volunteers,  Colonel  Quinby  j  Sixty- 
ninth  New  York,  Colonel  Corcoran ;  Seventy-ninth  New  York,  Colonel 
Cameron  j  Second  Wisconsin,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Peck,  and  Company 
B,  Third  Artillery,  under  command  of  Capt  R.  B.  Ayres,  Fifth  Artil- 
lery. 

We  left  our  camp  near  Centreville,  pursuant  to  orders,  at  2.30  a.  m., 
taking  place  in  your  column  next  to  the  brigade  of  General  Schenck, 
and  proceeded  as  far  as  the  halt  before  the  enemy's  position  near  the 
stone  bridge  at  Bull  Run .  Here  the  brigade  was  deployed  in  line  along 
the  skirt  of  timber,  and  remained  quietly  in  position  till  after  10  a.  m. 
The  enemy  remained  very  quiet,  but  about  that  time  we  saw  a  regiment 
leave  its  cover  in  our  front  and  proceed  in  double-quick  time  on  the 
road  toward  Sudley  Springs,  by  which  we  knew  the  columns  of 
Colonels  Hunter  and  Heintzelman  were  approaching.  About  the  same 
time  we  observed  in  motion  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  below  the  stone 
bridge.  I  directed  Captain  Ayres  to  take  position  with  his  battery  near 
our  right  and  open  fire  on  this  mass,  but  you  had  previously  detached 
the  two  rifled  guns  belonging  to  this  battery,  and  finding  the  smooth- 
bore guns  did  not  reach  the  enemy's  position  we  ceased  firing,  and  I 
sent  a  request  that  you  should  send  to  me  the  30-pounder  rifled  guu 
attached  to  Captain  Carlisle's  battery.  At  the  same  time  I  shifted  the 
New  York  Sixty-ninth  to  the  extreme  right  of  the  brigade. 

Thus  we  remained  till  we  heard  the  musketry  fire  across  Bull  Run, 
showing  that  the  head  of  Colonel  Hunter's  column  was  engaged.  This 
firing  was  brisk,  and  showed  that  Hunter  was  driving  before  him  the 
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enemy  till  about  noon,  when  it  became  certain  the  enemy  had  come  to 
a  stand,  and  that  our  forces  on  the  other  side  of  Bull  Bun  were  all  en- 
gaged— artillery  and  infantry.  Here  you  sent  me  the  order  to  cross  over 
with  the  whole  brigade  to  the  assistance  of  Golonel  Hunter.  Early  in 
the  day,  when  reconnoitering  the  ground,  I  had  seen  a  horseman  descend 
from  a  bluff  in  our  front?  cross  the  stream,  and  show  himself  in  the  open 
field,  and,  inferring  we  could  cross  over  at  the  same  point,  I  sent  for 
warn  a  company  as  skirmishers,  and  followed  with  the  whole  brigade, 
the  New  York  Sixty-ninth  leading.  We  found  no  difficulty  in  crossing 
over,  and  met  no  opposition  in  ascending  the  steep  bluff  opposite  with 
our  infantry,  but  it  was  impassable  to  the  artillery,  and  1  sent  word 
back  to  Captain  Ay  res  to  follow  if  possible,  otherwise  to  use  his  dis- 
cretion. Captain  Ayres  did  not  cross  Bull  Bun,  but  remained  with  the 
remainder  of  your  division.  His  report,  herewith,  [No.  27],  describes  his 
operations  during  the  remainder  of  the  day. 

Advancing  slowly  and  cautiously  with  the  head  of  the  column,  to 
give  time  for  the  regiments  in  succession  to  close  up  their  ranks,  we  first 
encountered  a  party  of  the  enemy  retreating  along  a  cluster  of  pines. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Haggerty,  of  the  Sixty-ninth,  without  orders,  rode 
out  and  endeavored  to  intercept  their  retreat.  One  of  the  enemy,  in  full 
view,  at  short  range,  shot  Haggerty,  and  he  fell  dead  from  his  horse. 
The  Sixty -ninth  opened  fire  upon  this  party,  which  was  returned;  but, 
determined  to  effect  our  junction  with  Hunter's  division,  I  ordered  this 
fire  to  cease,  and  we  proceeded  with  caution  toward  the  field,  where  we 
then  plainly  saw  our  forces  engaged.  Displaying  our  colors  conspicu- 
ously at  the  head  of  our  column,  we  succeeded  in  attracting  the  attention 
of  our  friends,  and  soon  formed  the  brigade  in  rear  of  Colonel  Porter's. 
Here  I  learned  that  Colonel  Hunter  was  disabled  by  a  severe  wound, 
and  that  General  McDowell  was  on  the  field.  1  sought  him  out,  and 
received  his  orders  to  join  in  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  who  was  falling 
back  to  the  left  of  the  road  by  which  the  Army  had  approached  from 
Sudley  Springs.  Placing  Colonel  Quinby's  regiment  of  rifles  in  front, 
in  column  by  divisions,  I  directed  the  other  regiments  to  follow  in  line 
of  battle,  in  the  order  of  the  Wisconsin  Second,  New  York  Seventy-ninth, 
and  New  York  Sixty-ninth. 

Quinby's  regiment  advanced  steadily  down  the  hill  and  up  the  ridge, 
from  which  he  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy,  who  had  made  another  stand 
on  ground  very  favorable  to  him,  and  the  regiment  continued  advancing 
as  the  enemy  gave  way,  till  the  head  of  the  column  reached  the  point 
near  which  Bicketts'  battery  was  so  severely  cut  up.  The  other  regi- 
ments descended  the  hill  in  line  of  battle  under  a  severe  cannonade; 
and  the  ground  affording  comparative  shelter  against  the  enemy's 
artillery,  they  changed  direction  by  the  right  flank  and  followed  the 
road  before  mentioned.  At  the  point  where  this  road  crossed  the  ridge 
to  our  left  front,  the  ground  was  swept  by  a  most  severe  fire  of  artillery, 
rifles,  and  musketry,  and  we  saw  in  succession  several  regiments  driven 
from  it,  among  them  the  zouaves  and  battalion  of  marines. 

Before  reaching  the  crest  of  this  hill  the  roadway  was  worn  deep 
enough  to  afford  shelter,  and  I  kept  the  several  regiments  in  it  as  long 
as  possible;  but  when  the  Wisconsin  Second  was  abreast  of  the  enemy, 
by  order  of  Major  Wadsworth,  of  General  McDowell's  staff,  I  ordered 
it  to  leave  the  roadway  by  the  left  flank,  and  to  attack  the  enemy.  This 
regiment  ascended  to  the  brow  of  the  hill  steadily,  received  the  severe 
fire  of  the  enemy,  returned  it  with  spirit,  and  advanced  delivering  its 
fire.  This  regiment  is  uniformed  in  gray  cloth,  almost  identical  with 
that  of  the  great  bulk  of  the  secession  army,  and  when  the  regiment  fell 
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into  confusion  and  retreated  toward  the  road  there  was  an  universal 
cry  that  they  were  beiDg  fired  on  by  our  own  men.  The  regiment  ral- 
lied again,  passed  the  brow  of  the  hill  a  second  time,  but  was  again 
repulsed  in  disorder. 

By  this  time  the  New  York  Seventy -ninth  had  closed  up,  and  in  like 
manner  it  was  ordered  to  cross  the  brow  of  the.  hill  and  drive  the  enemy 
from  cover.  It  was  impossible  to  get  a  good  view  of  this  ground.  In  it 
there  was  one  battery  of  artillery,  which  poured  an  incessant  fire  upon 
our  advancing  columns,  and  the  ground  was  very  irregular,  with  small 
clusters  of  pines,  affording  shelter,  of  which  the  enemy  took  good  ad- 
vantage. The  fire  of  rifles  and  musketry  was  very  severe.  The  Sev- 
enty-ninth, headed  by  its  colonel  (Cameron),  charged  across  the  hill,  and 
for  a  short  time  the  contest  was  severe.  They  rallied  several  times  under 
fire,  but  finally  broke  and  gained  the  cover  of  the  hill. 

This  left  the  field  open  to  the  New  York  Sixty-ninth,  Colonel  Cor- 
coran, who  in  his  turn  led  his  regiment  over  the  crest,  and  had  in  full 
open  view  the  ground  so  severely  contested.  The  firing  was  very 
severe,  and  the  roar  of  cannon,  muskets,  and  rifles  incessant  It  was 
manifest  the  enemy  was  here  in  great  force,  far  superior  to  us  at  that 
point  The  Sixty-ninth  held  the  ground  for  some  time,  but  finally  fell 
back  in  disorder. 

All  this  time  Qninbv's  regiment  occupied  another  ridge  to  our  left, 
overlooking  the  same  field  of  action  and  similarly  engaged. 

Here,  about  3.30  p.  m.  began  the  scene  of  confusion  and  disorder  that 
characterized  the  remainder  of  the  day.  Up  to  that  time  all  had  kept 
their  places,  and  seemed  perfectly  cool  and  used  to  the  shells  and  shot 
that  fell  comparatively  harmless  all  around  us ;  but  the  short  expos- 
are  to  an  intense  fire  of  small-arms  at  close  range  had  killed  many, 
wounded  more,  and  had  produced  disorder  in  all  the  battalions  that  had 
attempted  to  destroy  it  Men  fell  away  talking  and  in  great  confusion . 
Colonel  Cameron  had  been  mortally  wounded,  carried  to  an  ambu- 
lance, and  reported  dying.  Many  other  officers  were  reported  dead  or 
missing,  and  many  of  the  wounded  were  making  their  way,  with  more 
or  less  assistance,  to  the  buildings  used  as  hospitals. 

On  the  ridge  to  the  west  we  succeeded  in  partially  reforming  the 
regiments,  but  it  was  manifest  they  would  not  stand,  and  I  directed 
Colonel  Corcoran  to  move  along  the  ridge  to  the  rear,  near  the  position 
where  we  had  first  formed  the  brigade.  General  McDowell  was  there 
in  person,  and  used  all  possible  efforts  to  reassure  the  men.  By  the 
active  exertions  of  Colonel  Corcoran  we  formed  an  irregular  square 
against  the  cavalry,  which  were  then  seen  to  issue  from  the  position 
from  which  we  had  been  driven,  and  we  began  our  retreat  towards  .that 
ford  of  Bull  Bun  by  which  we  had  approached  the  field  of  battle. 
There  was  no  positive  order  to  retreat,  although  for  an  hour  it  had  been 
going  on  by  the  operation  of  the  men  themselves.  The  ranks  were 
thin  and  irregular,  and  we  found  a  stream  of  people  strung  from  the 
hospital  across  Bull  Bun  and  far  towards  Centre  ville.  After  putting 
in  motion  the  irregular  square,  I  pushed  forward  to  find  Captain  Ayrea' 
battery.  Crossing  Bull  Bun,  I  sought  it  at  its  last  position  before  the 
brigade  crossed  over,  but  it  was  not  there ;  then,  passing  .through  the 
woods  where  in  the  morning  we  had  first  formed  line,  we  approached, 
the  blacksmith-shop,  but  there  found  a  detachment  of  the  secession 
cavalry,  and  thence  made  a  circuit  avoiding  Cub  Bun  Bridge,  into 
Centre  ville,  where  I  found  General  McDowell.  From  him  I  understood 
it  was  his  purpose  to  rally  the  forces,  and  make  a  stand  at  Centreville. 
But,  about  9  o'clock  at  night,  I  received,  from  General  Tyler  in 
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the  order  to  continue  the  retreat  to  the  Potomac.  This  retreat  was  by- 
night,  and  disorderly  in  the  extreme.  The  men  of  different  regiments 
mingled  together,  and  some  reached  the  river  at  Arlington,  some  at 
Long  Bridge,  and  the  greater  part  returned  to  their  former  camps  at  or 
near  Fort  Corcoran.  I  reached  this  point  at  noon  the  next  day,  and 
found  a  miscellaneous  crowd  crossing  over  the  Aqueduct  and  ferries. 
Conceiving  this  to  be  demoralizing,  I  at  once  commanded  the  guard  to 
be  increased,  and  all  persons  attempting  to  pass  over  to  be  stopped. 
This  soon  produced  its  effect;  men  sought  their  proper  companies  and 
regiments,  comparative  order  was  restored,  and  all  were  posted  to  the 
best  advantage. 

I  herewith  inclose  the  official  report  of  Captain  Kelly,  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  Sixty-ninth  New  York ;  also  full  lists  of  the  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing.  Our  loss  was  heavy,  and  occurred  chiefly  at 
the  point  near  where  Ricketts'  battery  was  destroyed.  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Haggerty  was  killed  about  noon,  before  wo  effected  a  junction  with 
Colonel  Hunter's  division.  Colonel  Cameron  was  mortally  wounded 
leading  his  regiment  in  the  charge,  and  Colonel  Corcoran  has  been 

missing  since  the  cavalry  charge  near  the  building  used  as  a  hospital.* 
•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Lieutenants  Piper  and  McQuesten,  of  my  personal  staff,  were  under 
fire  all  day,  and  carried  orders  to  and  fro  with  as  much  coolness  as  on 
parade.  Lieutenant  Bagley,  of  the  Sixty-ninth  New  York,  a  volunteer 
aide,  asked  leave  to  serve  with  his  company  during  the  action,  and  is 
among  those  reported  missing.  I  have  intelligence  that  he  is  a  prisoner 
and  slightly  wounded.  Colonel  Coon,  of  Wisconsin,  a  volunteer  aide, 
also  rendered  good  service  during  the  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  A.  Bated, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Division. 


No.  26. 

Report  of  Capt  James  KeUy,  Sixty  ninth  New  York  Militia. 

Hdqbs.  Sixty-ninth  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  M., 

Fort  Corcoran,  Arlington  Heights,  Va.,  July  24,  1861. 

Sro :  I  have  the  honor,  in  the  absence  of  Colonel  Corcoran,  missing, 
and  Acting  Lieutenant-Colonel  Haggerty,  killed  in  action,  to  report  to 
you  that  on  Sunday  morning,  July  21,  at  3.30  o'clock  a.  m.,  under  orders 
bf  Major  General  McDowell,  and  the  immediate  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Tyler,  the  Sixty-niuth  Regiment  New  York  State  Militia  moved 
forward  from  their  camp  at  Centreville,  and  proceeded  by  steady  march 
to  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  enemy's  battery,  situated  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  creek  or  ravine  known  as  Bull  Run.  At  this  point  we 
baited,  Colonel  Corcorau  commanding,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Haggerty 
being  secoud  in  command,  Capt.  Thomas  Francis  Meagher  acting  as 
major,  and  Capt.  John  Nugent  as  adjutant.  The  regiment  numbered 
one  thousand  muskets,  and  was  attended  by  one  ambulance  only,  the 
other  having  broken  down.  The  Sixty  ninth  had  good  reason  to  com- 
plain that  whilst  regiments  of  other  divisions  were  permitted  to  have 

'Statement  of  casualties  here  omitted  is  embodied  in  division  return,  p.  331. 
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baggage  and  provision  wagons  immediately  in  the  rear,  the  regiment  I 
have  the  honor  to  command  was  peremptorily  denied  any  facilities  of 
the  sort.  The  consequence  was  that  the  Sixty- ninth  arrived  in  the  field 
of  action  greatly  fatigued  and  harassed,  and  but  for  their  high  sense  of 
duty  and  military  spirit  would  not  have  been  adequate  to  the  terrible 
duties  of  the  day. 

Under  your  orders,  the  Sixty-ninth  deployed  into  line  of  battle  on  the 
left,  and,  occupying  the  woods  in  that  direction,  there  awaited  the  attack 
of  the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy,  who  were  reported  in  advance  upon  our 
right.  No  change  was  effected  in  our  position  on  the  left  of  the  road 
leading  to  the  battery  of  the  enemy,  which  position,  in  conformity  with 
your  orders,  we  determined  to  maintain  at  every  cost,  and  whatever 
the  consequences  might  be,  until  orders  were  given  for  our  regiment  to 
advance  by  close  column  by  division,  and  take  the  enemy  in  rear  and 
flank.  This  they  did  with  the  utmost  alacrity  and  precision,  advancing 
through  every  obstacle  until  the  regiment  reached  Bull  Run.  Here 
they  crossed  the  stream  and  ravine  in  single  file,  and,  ascending  to  the 
meadow  where  the  enemy  lay  close  and  thick,  pourea  in  by  successive 
companies  an  effective  fire  upon  the  rebels.  The  regiment,  having  formed 
in  the  meadow,  marched  in  two-rank  formation  until  the  command  "  Front" 
was  given,  when  they  halted  in  line  of  battle,  and  steadily  awaited  the 
order  to  charge  u\xm  the  batteries  in  front 

In  the  mean  while  Acting  Lieutenant-Colonel  Haggerry  was  killed  by 
a  Louisiana  zouave,  whom  he  pursued  as  the  latter  was  on  his  retreat 
with  his  regiment  into  the  woods,  and  several  of  our  men  were  severely 
wounded. 

After  sustaining  and  repelling  a  continuous  fire  of  musketry  and 
artillery,  directed  on  us  from  the  masked  positions  of  the  enemy,  our 
regiment  formed  into  line  directly  in  front  of  the  enemy's  battery, 
charged  upon  it  twice,  were  finally  driven  off,  owing  principally  to  the 
panic  of  the  regiment  which  preceded  us,  and  then,  under  a  desperate 
fire,  retired  to  the  line  from  wnich  we  had  advanced  on  the  battery,  and 
then  endeavored  to  reform.  The  panic  was  too  general,  and  the  Sixty- 
ninth  had  to  retreat  with  the  great  mass  of  the  Federals. 

In  this  action  I  have  to  record,  with  deep  regret,  the  loss  of  Colonel 
Corcoran  (supposed  to  be  wounded  and  a  prisoner),  Acting  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Haggerty,  and  others,  of  whom  a  corrected  list  will  be  speedily 
forwarded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  KELLY, 
Captain,  Acting  Colonel,  Sixty-ninth  Regiment. 

Col.  W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Brigade. 


No.  27. 

Report  of  Capt.  Bomeyn  B.  Ayre*,  Fifth  TJ.  8.  Artillery. 

Light  Company  E,  Third  Artillery, 

Camp  Corcoran,  Virginia,  July  25, 1861. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  in  the  battle  of  the 
21st  instant  by  this  battery. 

The  battery  advanced  in  the  morning  with  the  brigade  to  which  it 
was  attached—Col.  W.  T.  Sherman's— on  the  center  route  upon  the  front 
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of  the  enemy's  position.  The  battery  operated  from  this  position  at 
tunes  upon  the  enemy's  batteries  and  troops  as  occasion  offered.  About 
noon  I  started  with  the  brigade,  as  ordered,  to  cross  the  open  ground, 
the  run,  and  to  rise  the  bluff,  with  a  portion  of  the  battery,  one  section 
being  detached  at  this  time,  operating  upon  a  battery  to  the  left  On 
arriving  at  the  run  it  at  once  was  apparent  that  it  was  impossible  to 
rise  the  bluff  opposite  with  the  pieces.  I  sent  an  officer  immediately  to 
report  the  fact  to  Colonel  Sherman  and  ask  instructions.  I  received 
for  reply  that  I  should  use  my  discretion. 
I  immediately  returned  to  the  central  position.  I  remained  at  this 

S'nt,  operating  upon  the  enemy's  guns  and  infantry,  till  ordered  by 
neral  Tyler  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  division  with  the  battery. 
A  body  of  cavalry  at  this  time  drew  up  to  charge  the  battery.  The 
whole  battery  poured  canister  into  and  demolished  them.  The  battery 
slowly  to  the  rea 


I  will  add,  that  the  coolness  and  gallantry  of  First  Lieut  Dunbar  R. 
Ransom  on  all  occasions,  and  particularly  when  under  fire  of  three 
pieces,  with  his  section  at  short  range,  when  the  battery  was  about  to  be 
charged  by  a  large  body  of  cavalry,  and  also  when  crossing  a  broken 
bridge  in  a  rough  gully,  and  fired  upon  in  rear  by  the  enemy's  infantry, 
were  conspicuous.  The  good  conduct  of  First  Lieut  George  W.  Dresser, 
Fourth  Artillery,  was  marked,  especially  when  threatened  by  cavalry, 
and  at  the  ravine  referred  to  above.  Second  Lieut,  fl.  E.  Noyes,  cavalry, 
was  energetic  in  the  performance  of  his  duties. 

I  lost  four  horses  killed  on  18th :  two  horses  wounded  on  18th ;  seven 
horses  on  21st;  three  caissons,  the  forge,  and  a  six-mule  team  and 
wagon  (excepting  one  mule),  on  the  21st  I  sent  all  these  caissons,  &c., 
ahead  when  preparing  for  the  retreat,  to  get  them  out  of  the  way.  The 
fleeing  volunteers  cut  the  traces  and  took  the  horses  of  the  caissons. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  AYRES, 
Captain,  Fifth  Artillery,  Commanding  Company  E. 

First  Lieut  Alexander  Piper, 

Third  Artillery,  A.  A.  A.  Q. 


No.  28. 

Report*  of  Col  Israel  B.  Richardson.  Second  Michigan  Infantry,  com- 
manding Fourth  Brigade,  First  Division. 

Camp  Fourth  Brigade,  Tyler's  Dir., 

Gen.  McDowell's  Corps, 
Near  Arlington,  July  20,  1861. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  as  to  the 
operations  of  my  brigade  in  front  of  the  enemy  at  Bull  Run,  on  Sunday, 
July  21 : 

On  the  night  of  the  20th  July  I  was  summoned  to  attend  a  meeting  of 
commanders  of  brigades  at  the  headquarters  of  the  commanding  officer 
in  the  field,  General  McDowell,  and,  in  common  with  the  other  com- 
manders of  brigades,  I  was  instructed  what  was  expected  of  my  portion 

*  List  of  casualties  on  the  21st  here  omitted  embodied  in  division  return,  p.  351.  It 
shows  also  that  there  were  2  killed  and  1  wounded  on  July  lb. 
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of  the  command  on  the  following  day — that  is,  I  was  to  defend  the 
position  which  I  then  occupied  in  front  of  the  enemy,  called  Blackburn's 
Ford,  and  about  one  mile  in  his  front,  where  we  had  been  for  the  last 
three  days.  I  was  also  ordered  to  consider  myself  under  the  command 
of  Col.  D.  S.  Miles,  U.  S.  Army,  who  was  to  command  his  own  brigade 
at  Centre  ville,  my  own,  and  that  of  Colonel  Davies,  midway  between 
the  two,  these  three  brigades  constituting  what  was  then  called  the 
reserve. 

Attached  to  my  brigade  was  the  field  battery  of  Major  Hunt,  U.  S. 
Army,  and  also  the  rifled  battery  of  10-pounders,  under  Lieutenant 
Greene,  U.  S.  Army.  I  was  ordered  to  open  fire  on  the  enemy  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  diversion,  not  before,  but  soon  after,  hearing  the 
report  of  General  Tyler's  cannonade  on  my  right,  to  carry  out  which 
purpose  I  made  the  following  disposition  of  the  bngade :  Two  batteries 
I  placed  on  the  ridge  of  a  hill,  in  view  of  the  enemy ;  the  Third  Michigan 
Infantry  on  the  left  of  the  road,  in  line  of  battle.  Still  farther,  six  hun- 
dred yards  to  the  left,  on  a  commanding  eminence,  I  had  placed  the  day 
before  two  companies  of  the  First  Massachusetts  Regiment,  for  the 
purpose  of  holding  the  log  barn  and  the  frame  barn,  which  companies 
pushed,  picket  style,  farther  to  our  left  for  the  security  of  that  point, 
which  I  considered  a  good  position  for  artillery.  In  a  ravine  half  way 
between  the  two  positions  I  placed  also  a  company  of  t  he.First  Massachu- 
setts Regiment,  which  pushed  pickets  down  the  ravine  to  its  front;  and  on 
the  extreme  right  of  all  I  placed  the  balance  of  the  Massachusetts  regi- 
ment in  line  of  battle,  with  two  companies  of  that  regiment  pushed  four 
hundred  yards  to  the  right  and  front,  which  two  companies'  again  threw 
pickets  in  advance.  The  New  York  and  Second  Michigan  Regiments  I 
placed  in  the  road  five  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  the  line  as  a  reserve. 

Soon  after  making  these  arrangements,  which  I  did  on  hearing  the 
report  of  artillery  on  our  right,  Colonel  Davies'  brigade  made  its  ap- 
pearance, with  him  at  its  head.  Inquiring  of  me  the  date  of  my  com- 
mission, he  found  that  he  ranked  me  by  ten  days,  and  he  assumed  the 
command.  That  officer  wished  a  good  position  for  artillery  to  open,  and 
I  immediately  proposed  the  position  on  our  left,  near  the  log  house,  from 
which  a  good  view  of  a  large  stone  barn,  called  by  the  people  of  the 
country  the  enemy's  headquarters,  could  be  obtained.  Colonel  Davies 
brought  up  with  him  the  rifled  20-pounder  battery  of  Lieutenant  Benja- 
min, and  ordered  it  to  open  fire  immediately.  He  directed,  also,  Hunt's 
battery  to  his  assistance,  and  I  ordered  Greene's  battery  to  open  its  fire 
at  the  same  time.  The  enemy  appeared  to  have  withdrawn  his  guns 
from  that  position,  as  he  returned  no  fire,  or  he  might  have  been  reserv- 
ing his  fire  for  the  last  attack.  An  hour's  cannonading,  however,  brought 
in  view  a  column  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  which  I  observed  with  my 
glass.  There  were  at  least  twenty -five  hundred  men ;  and  soon  after 
two  other  bodies  of  men.  of  at  least  a  regiment  each,  who  soon  occupied 
the  lines  on  the  other  side  of  the  run,  which  Hues  already  appeared  full 
to  overflowing.  Supposing  now  that  they  intended  to  make  a  push 
across  our  front  in  column,  or  would  endeavor  to  turn  our  left,  about  11 
o'clock  a.  m.  I  began  to  fortify  my  j>osition  by  throwing  up  an  earthen 
parapet,  with  embrasures  across  the  road  for  three  guns,  and  commenced 
an  abatis  of  timber,  by  felling  trees,  pointing  outwards,  between  this 
battery  and  the  log  house  to  the  left. 

About  this  time  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  side  appeared  to  be  fall- 
ing back  in  confusion  from  our  right  attack,  which  coutinued  for  some 
time,  and  theu  the  tide  changed,  and  they  seemed  to  be  returning  in 
large  masses. 
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Daring  the  interval  between  these  two  extremes  I  was  ordered  by 
Colonel  Miles  to  throw  forward  skirmishers  and  feel  the  enemy,  and 
accordingly  two  companies  of  the  Third  Michigan  Begiment  were  sent 
forward  and  down  the  ravine,  to  cover  our  front  and  advance ;  these 
were  supported  by  Captain  Brethschneider's  light  infantry  battalion, 
which  also  advanced  down  the  ravine,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant 
Prime,  Corps  of  U.  S.  Engineers,  who  went  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining the  enemy's  position,  he  volunteering  his  services  for  that  par- 
ticular purpose.  Colonel  Davies  also  threw  forward  a  company  of  skir- 
mishers on  his  right.  The  enemy's  skirmishers  were  in  force  in  the 
woods  in  front,  and  covered  themselves  with  trees  and  rifle-pits  which 
had  been  thrown  up  before.  Our  two  advance  companies  were  driven 
back ;  the  enemy  pursued,  and  were  in  turn  driven  back  by  the  spheri- 
cal case  shot  of  Greene's  battery,  and  I  ordered  back  the  light  infantry 
and  also  the  two  companies  to  their  former  position.  The  company  in 
front  of  Colonel  Davies1  command  retired  about  the  same  time. 

By  5  o'clock  p.  m.  I  had  the  battery  and  the  abatis  nearly  completed, 
making  my  defenses  as  secure  as  the  short  time  and  few  implements 
used  would  permit.  No  enemy  appeared  in  force  at  my  front  with  a 
disposition  to  assault,  but  about  this  time  a  heavy  column  of  infantry 
appeared  to  the  left  of  Colonel  Davies,  in  a  ravine,  moving  up  to  the 
attack.  This  brigade  opened  a  heavy  Are  upon  them,  and  gallantly 
drove  them  back,  as  he  informed  me  afterwards.  During  this  firing, 
which  was  soon  after  5  o'clock,  I  received  orders  from  Colonel  Miles, 
through  one  of  his  staff,  to  retreat  upon  Centreville,  and  endeavor  to 
hold  that  posit  ion.  I  immediately  collected  together  my  brigade,  and 
put  it  in  motion  on  the  road  towards  Centreville,  when  a  staff  officer 
proposed  to  me  to  throw  my  regiment  in  line,  face  towards  the  enemy 
between  the  house  occupied  the  night  before  by  Hunt's  battery  and 
the  Union  and  Centreville  road,  in  which  road  the  enemy  was  supposed 
to  be  advancing.  I  had  gained  a  position  near  the  desired  point  when 
I  was  met  by  Colonel  Davies,  who  informed  me  that  he  had  beaten  the 
enemy  handsomely  in  front  I  told  him  I  had  been  ordered  back  to 
Centreville  by  Colonel  Miles :  that  the  rest  of  my  brigade  had  gone 
on;  that  I  had  been  directed  to  go  to  that  point  with  my  regiment  for 
the  purpose  of  facing  the  enemy  there,  which  I  had  done,  and  Colonel 
Davies  returned,  as  I  supposed,  to  his  brigade.  Soon  after  this  I  was 
met  by  a  staff  officer  of  General  McDowell's,  who  told  me  to  put  my 
brigade  in  position  on  the  left  of  the  road  from  Centreville  to  Black- 
burn's Ford,  and  stretching  towards  the  Union  and  Centreville  road, 
facing  the  enemy.  Other  troops  had  also  fallen  back  to  this  point, 
distant  about  a  mile  from  Centreville. 

At  about  6  o'clock  p.  m.  Captain  Alexander,  of  the  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, directed  me,  by  the  order  of  General  McDowell,  to  take  the  gen- 
eral arrangement  of  the  troops  at  that  point  in  my  own  hands,  he  sug- 
gesting as  a  good  line  of  defense  a  line  between  a  piece  of  woods  on  the 
right  and  one  on  the  left,  the  line  facing  equally  towards  the  enemy, 
who  were  supposed  to  be  coming  either  on  the  Union  or  Blackburn 
road.  I  immediately  formed  that  line  as  I  best  could  of  the  regiments 
nearest  the  position,  placing  the  men  in  the  ravines  and  the  artillery  as 
much  as  possible  on  the  hills  in  rear  of  the  infantry. 

Before  Captain  Alexander  gave  me  this  last  direction,  I  learned  that 
Colonel  Miles  had  altered  the  position  of  some  regiments  which  I  bad 
placed  before,  especially  the  Third  Michigan  Regiment,  which  I  had 
ordered  to  form  close  column  by  division,  to  remain  as  a  reserve,  and 
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await  further  orders  from  me.  The  officer  in  command  of  I  lie  regiment 
at  that  time,  LieutenankColonel  Stevens  (Colonel  McComicll  being  un- 
well, but  on  the  ground),  immediately  executed  that  order,  and  put  his 
regiment  in  close  column.  I  went  to  another  part  of  the  field,  and  on 
returning  found  this  regiment  deployed  in  line  of  battle,  and  in  another 
position.  I  inquired  of  Colonel  Stevens  the  reason  of  their  position 
being  altered.  He  told  me  that  Colonel  Miles  had  directed  this  move- 
ment. I  asked  him  why.  Colonel  Stevens  replied,  "  I  do  not  know, 
but  we  have  no  confidence  in  Colonel  Miles."  I  inquired  the  reason, 
and  Colonel  Stevens  replied,  "  Because  Colonel  Miles  is  drunk."  That 
closed  the  conversation.  I  sent  Colonel  Stevens  back  with  his  regiment 
to  form  close  column  by  division,  as  at  first.  I  then  reported  to  Captain 
Alexander  that  I  had  been  interfered  with  in  my  disposition  of  the 
troops  during  the  day,  and  I  could  not  carry  out  General  McDowell's 
orders  as  long  as  1  was  interfered  with  by  a  drunken  man.  Captain 
Alexander  then  said  ih.it  General  McDowell  now  rested  the  whole  dis- 
position of  the  troops  with  me,  and  that  I  must  use  my  own  judgment 
I  went  to  place  another  battalion  in  line,  when  I  was  met  by  Colonel 
Miles,  who  ordered  me  to  form  that  regiment  in  another  direction.  1 
replied  that  I  should  obey  no  more  orders  that  he  might  see  fit  to  give 
me.  Colonel  Miles  then  said,  "  Colonel  Richardson,  1  shall  put  you  in 
arrest."  I  told  him  1  never  should  obey  his  arrest,  and  that  he  never 
could  put  me  in  that  position.  Colonel  Miles  answered  that  he  "  did 
not  understand  this."  I  made  no  reply,  and  went  on  with  the  further 
disposition  of  the  forces,  which  was  done  according  to  the  inclosed  dia- 
gram.0 

As  soon  as  the  line  of  battle  was  well  formed  the  enemy's  cavalry 
made  his  appearance  on  the  Centreville  and  Manassas  road.  I  ordered 
Lieutenant  Benjamin  to  open  his  rifled  cannon  upon  them,  which  he  did, 
and  the  cavalry  disappeared  after  a  few  shots.  It  was  now  nearly  dark, 
and  the  troops  encamped  in  their  present  position.  About  10  o'clock 
General  McDowell  informed  me  that  a  retreat  was  resolved  upon ;  that 
the  troops  must  be  started  on  the  road  to  Fairfax  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  ordered  me  to  move  last  and  cover  the  re'treat  of  the  Army  with 
my  brigade.  I  told  the  general  I  would  do  so,  and  would  stand  by  him 
as  long  as  any  man  would.  ]  left  with  my  brigade  at  2  o'clock  a.  m., 
after  all  the  other  regiments  and  batteries  had  retired.  On  reaching 
Fairfax  I  found  it  abandoned  by  our  troops,  and  I  covered  the  rear, 
bringing  up  my  brigade  in  good  order,  the  New  York  regiment  in  front, 
then  the  Massachusetts  regiment,  the  two  Michigan  regiments  in  rear 
of  the  whole.  Arrived  at  Arlington  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.  on  Monday  after 
the  action. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

L  B.  RICHARDSON, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Fourth  Brigade. 

My  brigade  in  general  behaved  itself  nobly,  and  always  stood  firm. 
Of  my  staff!  Mr.  Eastman,  first  lieutenant,  U.  S.  Army,  did  his  duty 
to  my  satisfaction.  Lieutenant  Brightly,  U.  S.  Army,  was  sick  and  un- 
able to  perform  much  duty,  but  did  all  he  could.  Cadet  John  R.  Meigs, 
U.  S.  Military  Academy,  acted  as  my  volunteer  aide,  carried  my  orders 
promptly,  and  a  braver  and  more  gallant  young  man  was  never  in  any 
service.   I  most  earnestly  recommend  him  to  be  appointed  at  once  a 

•  Not  found. 
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lieutenant  in  the  Regular  Army.  Lieutenant  Prime,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
was  continually  in  the  performance  of  his  every  duty,,  and  the  medical 
8 tali*  were  assiduous  in  their  attendance  upon  the  wounded. 

I.  B.  RICHARDSON, 
ColoTiC'l  CoTHTfi (i jidijig  Fpuvth  Jiricjade 


DKP-T  N.  E.  VIRGINIA,  UDQRS.  FOURTH  BRIGADE, 

August  11, 1861. 

Captain  :  Permit  me  to  correct  an  unintentional  error  that  has  crept 
into  Brigadier-General  McDowell's  official  report  of  the  engagement  of 
21st  July. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  McDowell,  given  me  in  presence 
of  Colonel  Jackson,  Eighteenth  New  York  Volunteers,  and  of  Captain 
Whipple,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  to  conduct  the  retreat  and  to  cover 
the  retreat  with  my  brigade,  I  did  so  cover  the  retreat  from  Centre ville. 
I  brought  up  the -rear  with  my  brigade  in  the  following  order :  Twelfth 
New  York  leading,  followed  by  First  Massachusetts:  the  Third  Michigan, 
taking  up  position,  kept  in  the  rear  and  followed  by  the  Second  Mich- 
igan. About  one  mile  this  side  of  Centreville  we  were  obliged  to  halt 
on  account  of  other  regiments,  and  the  Second  Michigan  then  took  the 
position  of  the  Third  Michigan,  and  thus  marching  in  good  order  we 
reached  Arlington  about  4  o'clock  on  Monday,  the  22d.  and  went  into 
camp,  having  moved  in  rear  of  all  other  regiments  and  batteries.  At 
Fairfax  we  were  so  far  in  rear  that  no  troops  (of  our  own  forces)  were 
in  sight  Will  you  do  my  brigade  the  credit  of  this  correction  t 
Truly, 

I.  B.  RICHARDSON,  Colonel, 
By  LARNED,  Lieutenant- Colonel 

Capt,  James  B.  Fry, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Arlington. 


No.  29. 

Report  of  Bvt  Maj.  Henry  J.  Hunt,  Second  U.  8.  Artillery. 

Light  Battery  M,  Second  Artillery, 

Camp  near  Fort  Albany,  July  26,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  of  the  operations  of  my  bat- 
tery on  the  21st  instant. 

The  company  arrived  at  New  York  on  the  12th  instant  from  Fort 
Pickens,  Fla.,  with  its  battery,  but  without  horses.  A  large  portion  of 
the  men  were  recruits,  and  no  opportunity  for  instruction  as  field  artil- 
lery had  been  afforded  them.  The  company  reached  Washington  by 
rail  on  Sunday,  14th,  and  on  Wednesday  evening  the  battery,  which 
came  by  sea,  wa«  received  at  the  arsenal.  Necessary  repairs  and  refit- 
ting were  at  once  commenced,  ammunition  and  other  stores  drawn  and 
packed,  horses  procured,  and  on  Friday,  the  19th,  we  marched  from 
Capitol  Hill  to  Colonel  Richardson's  position  in  front  of  the  enemy's 
works  at  Blackburn's  Ford,  a  distance  of*  twenty-eight  miles.  Saturday 
was  devoted  to  instructing  the  recruits,  shoeing  horses,  &c.,and  on  that 
evening  Lieutenant  Piatt's  section  was  detached  to  join  the  advanced 
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guard.  On  Saturday  night  Lieuteuant  Edwards,  Third  Artillery,  re- 
ported to  me  with  a  section  of  two  heavy  rifled  guns.  On  Sunday  morn 
ing,  the  21st,  Lieutenant  Thompson's  section  was  placed  in  position  on 
the  right  of  the  main  road,  overlooking  the  ford,  and  commanding  the 
road  by  which  the  enemy's  advance  was  expected.  A  few  shells  were, 
by  direction  of  Colonel  Richardson,  dropped  into  the  woods  aud  amongst 
the  buildings  which  were  supposed  to  contain  the  enemy,  but  no  answer 
was  returned,  and  the  firing  ceased.  Soon  after  this  an  infantry  column 
was  seen  pushing  into  the  wood  skirting  Bull  Run.  Lieutenant  Thomp- 
son moved  forward  a  piece,  and  after  a  few  rounds  they  disappeared. 

At  about  10  a.  m.  Colonel  Miles  ordered  both  sections  of  my  battery 
to  the  extreme  lett,  occupied  by  Davies*  brigade.  Edwards'  section  had 
been  sent  early  in  the  morning  to  that  position,  from  which  he  had 
opened  his  fire  upon  the  woods  and  houses  in  front.  I  transmit  here- 
with his  report  of  the  operations  of  his  section,  in  which  he  describes 
the  nature  of  the  ground. 

The  firing  was  continued  at  intervals  by  the  whole  battery  "  as  a 
demonstration,"  but  produced  little  or  no  effect,  as  there  was  no  definite 
object,  except  when  the  enemy's  moving  columns  came  from  time  to  time 
within  our  range.  We  were  supported  by  two  infantry  battalions, 
drawn  up  in  line  behind  the  battery.  On  inquiry,  made  immediately 
after  my  arrival  on  the  ground,  I  was  informed  that  a  brigade  of  in- 
fantry was  posted  in  the  wood  to  our  left  and  rear,  commanding  a  deep 
and  wide  ravine  on  our  left  flank,  and  watching  the  road  beyond  it, 
which  leads  from  below  the  ford  to  CentrevUle ;  and  as  we  had  skirmish- 
ers pushed  forward  into  the  ravine,  I  felt  no  apprehension  of  danger 
from  that  quarter,  but  still  requested,  as  a  precaution,  that  the  battalion 
on  the  left  should  be  formed  on  the  brink  of  the  ravine  aud  in  column, 
so  that  it  might  be  readily  deployed  to  front  in  any  direction.  No 
attention  was  paid  to  this  request,  and  the  regiment  remained  in  line. 

About  430  or  5  p.  m.,  after  the  battle  was  apparently  gained  on  the 
right,  and  whilst  large  re-enforcements  of  infantry  and  cavalry  were 
observed  hurrying  up  from  the  direction  of  Manassas,  a  strong  force  of 
infantry  aud  some  cavalry,  variously  estimated  at  from  2,500  to  5,000 
men  in  all,  appeared  on  our  left,  approaching  parallel  to  our  front  by 
the  lateral  openings  into  the  great  ravine  on  our  flank.  The  infantry 
only  was  first  seen,  and  as  they  approached  without  auy  apparent 
attempt  at  concealment,  preceded  by  our  skirmishers,  they  were  sup- 
posed to  be  our  own  troops.  As  the  number  increased,  I  rode  down 
the  ravine  with  my  first  sergeaut  to  reconuoiter  them.  Some  of  our 
skirmishers  stated  that  they  had  seen  no  troops  ;  others  said  they  were 
the  Thirty-first  [t]  New  Yorkers  coming  in.  They  carried  no  colors,  and 
their  numbers  increasing  to  an  alarming  extent,  I  hurried  back  and 
changed  the  frout  of  the  battery,  so  as  to  command  all  the  openings 
into  the  ravine  and  the  approaches  to  our  position.  Colonel  Davies  at 
the  same  time  detached  a  couple  of  companies  into  the  ravine  as  skir- 
mishers. The  latter  had  scarcely  deployed,  when  a  sharp  rattle  of  mus- 
ketry removed  all  doubts  as  to  the  character  of  the  advancing  troops. 
We  had  been  surprised^  and  the  enemy  was  close  upon  us  in  large 
force.  Our  infantry  regiments  had  changed  front  wif  h  the  battery,  but 
unfortunately  closed  their  intervals  behind  it.  Precious  time  was  now 
lost  in  getting  them  on  our  flanks.  Had  they  remained  in  our  rear  they 
would  have  been  unnecessarily  exposed  to  the  fire  directed  on  the  bat- 
tery, alid  in  case  of  a  determined  charge  for  our  capture,  which  I  con- 
fidently expected,  they  would  have  been  apt  to  fire  through  us,  destroy- 
ing men  and  horses  and  crippling  the  guns.   At  length  I  hey  were  moved 
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to  the  right  and  left,  and  ordered  to  lie  down  and  await  the  approach 
of  the  enemy,  who  by  this  time  were  closing  np  in  apparently  over- 
whelming numbers.  I  now  directed  the  gunners  to  prepare  shrapnel 
and  canister  shot,  and  in  case  the  enemy  persisted  in  his  advance  not 
to  lose  time  in  sponging  the  pieces— for  minutes  were  now  of  more  value 
than  arms — but  to  aim  low,  and  pour  in  a  rapid  fire  wherever  the  men 
were  thickest  or  were  seen  advancing. 

The  enemy  having  by  this  time  completed  his  preparations  and  driven 
in  our  skirmishers,  now  rushed  forward  and  opened  a  heavy  musketry 
fire  on  the  battery,  but  from  the  shortness  of  range,  or  from  aiming 
upwards  as  they  ascended  the  ravine,  their  shot  mostly  passed  over  us. 
The  command  was  then  given  to  the  battery  to  commence  firing.  Under 
the  directions  of  lieutenants  Piatt  and  'Thompson,  Second  Artillery, 
and  Edwards,  Third  Artillery,  commanding  sections,  the  most  rapid, 
well-sustained,  and  destructive  fire  I  have  ever  witnessed  was  now 
opened.  The  men  took  full  advantage  of  the  permission  to  omit  spong- 
ing, yet  no  accident  occurred  from  it.  The  guns  were  all  of  large  caliber 
(two  20- pounder  Parrott  rifle  guns  and  four  light  12-pounders),  and 
they  swept  the  field  with  a  perfect  storm  of  canister.  No  troops  could 
stand  it,  and  the  enemy  broke  and  fled  in  every  direction,  taking  refuge 
in  the  woods  and  ravines ;  and  in  less  than  fifteen  minutes  not  a  living 
man  could  be  seen  on  the  ground  which  so  recently  had  swarmed  with 
them.   The  infantry  regiments  had  not  found  it  necessary  to  fire  a  single 

Believing  now  there  was  no  support  on  our  left  (original  rear),  I 
executed  a  flank  movement,  so  as  to  bring  the  left  of  the  battery  close 
to  the  wood  and  in  front  of  the  lateral  road  by  which  it  had  reached 
the  ground.  This  movement  threw  the  regiment  on  our  left  into  the 
wood,  and  thus  secured  its  possession.  The  fire  was  now  reopened, 
the  rifled  guns  throwing  shell  and  the  others  round  shot,  so  as  to  sweep 
the  woods  and  search  the  ravines  into  which  the  enemy  had  been  driven. 
In  a  few  minutes  orders  were  given  to  retreat,  and  I  sent  an  officer  to 
Colonel  Davies  to  inquire  if  such  were  his  directions ;  that  the  enemy 
were  defeated,  and  that  they  would  be  unable  to  reform.  The  answer 
returned  was  "  to  retire  at  once  on  Centre  ville."  The  pieces  were  lim- 
bered up,  and,  Lieutenant  Edwards'  guns  leading,  moved  off. 

Scarcely  was  the  column  fairly  in  the  road  when  a  scattering  fire 
was  opened  on  the  rear,  doubtless  by  those  who,  having  taken  refuge 
in  the  woods,  observed  the  withdrawal  of  our  troops.  The  cry  to  the 
battery  to  "trot"  was  now  clamorously  raised  from  the  rear,  and  con- 
fusion was  fast  spreading,  when  I  directed  a  deliberate  walk  should  be 
maintained,  and  pushed  forward  myself  to  the  place  where  the  ambu- 
lances and  wagons  were  standing  in  the  main  road.  The  teamsters  had 
taken  the  alarm  from  the  rapid  firing  and  the  cries,  and  a  panic  was 
rapidly  growing,  when  my  assurance  of  our  having  beaten  the  enemy, 
and  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  hurry,  together  with  the  appear- 
ance of  the  head  of  the  battery  emerging  at  a  walk  from  the  wood,  re- 
assured them  and  calmed  the  excitement. 

The  whole  column  now  retired  in  good  order,  and  was  formed,  to- 
gether with  all  the  disposable  field  artillery,  in  front  of  Centre vi  lie, 
under  the  immediate  direction  of  General  McDowell  in  person,  and  in 
so  imposing  an  attitude  as  to  deter  the  enemy  from  any  advance  in  that 
direction,  and  to  hold  him  completely  in  check. 

During  the  night  the  troops  were  put  in  motion  for  their  former 
camps  on  the  Potomac  Barry's  battery,  under  Lieutenant  TidbalL  and 
my  own  were  the  last  we  could  perceive  on  the  ground.  Just  as  1  was 
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leaving  I  received  a  message  from  Colonel  Richardson,  stating  that  his 
brigade  was  drawn  up  in  column  on  the  road,  and  that  he  wished  me 
to  pass  him  with  the  battery,  but  to  remain  near  him,  and  that  we 
would  constitute  the  rear  guard.  This  was  accordingly  done,  but  a 
mass  of  stragglers  collected  around  the  guns,  and  could  not  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  pass  them  or  move  without  them.  I  was  thus  con- 
strained to  move  forward  until  some  2,000  or  3,000  men  interposed  be- 
tween us,  when  I  received  a  message  from  Colonel  Richardson,  stating 
that  a  force  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  and  horse  artillery  was  in  our  rear 
and  threatening  an  attack.  I  now  drew  up  at  the  side  of  the  road — to 
turn  back  in  such  a  crowd  was  impossible — and  only  by  representing 
that  the  rear  was  about  beiug.attacked  could  I  urge  them  forward.  On 
Colonel  Richardson's  coming  up,  he  stated  that  the  demonstration  of 
the  enemy  was  very  feeble,  and  we  saw  them  no  more.  It  is  but  just 
to  say  that  the  disorder  and  mob-like  mixture  of  the  volunteers  did  not 
appear  to  proceed  from  fear,  but  from  sheer  fatigue.  They  were  foot- 
sore, lame,  hungry,  and  tired,  but  seemed  to  be  in  good  heart,  and  on 
my  representing  that  it  was  important  that  a  certain  position  in  our  ad- 
vance should  be  occupied,  some  of  Blenker's  German  and  of  Montgom- 
ery's New  Jersey  regiments  formed  in  good  order  and  took  the  position 
indicated.  Had  we  been  attacked  by  any  force,  I  have  little  doubt  that 
a  stout  resistance  would  have  been  made. 

The  officers  of  the  battery  (Lieut s.  B.  R.  Piatt  and  James  Thompson, 
Second  Artillery,  commanding  sections)  performed  all  the  duties  devolv- 
ing upon  them  with  promptness,  skill,  and  gallantry.  Their  labors  in 
bringing  the  battery  into  good  condition  had  been  untiring,  and  to  the 
thoroughness  of  the  instruction  they  had  imparted  to  their  sections 
before  they  were  dismounted  in  Texas  is  mainly  attributable  the  effi- 
ciency with  which  the  pieces  were  served  on  the  field  and  the  successful 
result  of  the  action. 

First  Lieut.  Presley  O.  Craig,  Second  Artillery,  on  sick  leave  on  ac- 
count of  a  badly -sprained  foot,  which  prevented  his  inarching  with  his 
own  company,  having  heard  of  the  sickness  of  my  second  lieutenant, 
volunteered  tor  the  performance  of  the  duties,  and  joiued  the  battery 
the  day  before  it  left  Washington.  He  was  constantly  and  actively 
employed  during  the  night  preceding  and  on  the  day  of  the  battle,  and 
his  services  were  very  valuable.  When  the  enemy  appeared  he  exerted 
himself  in  perfecting  the  preparations  to  receive  him,  and  conducted 
himself  with  the  greatest  gallantry  when  the  onset  was  made.  He  fell 
early  in  the  action,  whilst  in  the  active  discharge  of  his  duty,  receiving 
a  shot  in  the  forehead,  and  dying  in  a  few  minutes  afterwards.  This 
was  the  only  casualty  in  the  battery. 

Cadet  John  R.  Meigs,  of  the  U.  S.  Military  Academy,  being  in  Wash- 
ington on  furlough,  also  volunteered  his  services,  and  was  employed 
actively  from  the  time  he  joined  at  Washington  until  the  close  of  the 
battle.  On  the  death  of  Lieutenant  Craig,  Cadet  Meigs  performed  his 
duties  until  the  close  of  the  action  with  spirit  and  intelligence,  and  was 
very  useful,  after  the  affair  was  over,  in  conveying  orders,  observing  the 
enemy,  and  rallying  our  troops. 

Lieutenant  Edwards  commanded  his  section  with  skill  and  efficiency, 
and  I  can  indorse  the  favorable  report  he  makes  of  his  lieutenants, 
Benjamin  and  Babbitt,  and  of  the  conduct  of  his  men. 

The  behavior  of  the  men  of  my  battery  was  all  that  eould  be  desired. 
They  were  cool,  collected,  prompt,  and  obedient,  and  not  an  instance  of 
misconduct  or  neglect  occurred  during  the  action  in  the  whole  battery. 
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The  firs t  sergeant,  Terrenoe  Beily,  was  very  efficient,  as  were  also  the 
chiefs  of  pieces — Sergeants  Smith,  Pfeffer,  Flood,  and  Relinger. 

A  detachment  of  twenty  recruits,  under  Lieutenant  Brisbin,  had 
been  dispatched  from  Carlisle  Barracks  to  nil  up  my  company.  Lieu- 
tenant Brisbin  did  not  reach  Washington  until  after  we  had  left,  but 
he  followed  us  up,  and  sought  us  on  the  field.  He  did  not  succeed  in 
finding  the  battery,  but  employed  his  men  usefully  in  endeavoring  to 
stop  the  retreat  of  our  forces  and  in  resisting  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy. 
In  the  performance  of  these  duties  he  was  twice  wounded.  He  speaks 
favorably  of  the  services  of  Sergeants  Bowman  and  Rogers,  of  his  de- 
tachment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

henry  j.  hunt, 

Bvt.  Maj.  and  Oapt,  Second  Artillery,  Oomdg.  Lt.  Co.  M. 
Capt  J.  B.  Fry,  Ansutant  Adjutant- General 


No.  30. 

Timor t  of  TAmit  John  Edward*    Third  TJ   fL  Artillm*v 

Foet  Albany,  Va.,  July  27, 1861. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  with  reference 
to  the  part  taken  by  light  Company  G,  First  Artillery,  in  the  late  en- 
gagement at  Bull  Run: 

At  about  5  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  July  21  I  left  camp  with  my 
battery,  consisting  of  two  20- pounder  rifled  cannon,  and  proceeded  to 
the  camp  of  Colonel  Richardson.  By  his  order  was  halted  on  the  road 
about  two  hours.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  Colonel  Davies,  who 
was  accompanied  by  Colonel  Richardson,  directed  me  to  follow  them 
with  my  guns.  The  general  direction  of  the  road  taken  was  south- 
easterly, and  winding  through  a  heavily-timbered  country.  After  a 
march  of  a  mile,  came  to  an  open  space  on  the  brow  of  a  range  of  high 
hills.  This  seemed  to  be  a  position  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  line,  and 
from  it  there  was  a  good  view  of  the  valley  of  Bull  Run  and  the 
wooded  heights  beyond.  I  was  directed  to  open  fire  upon  a  white 
house  in  front,  partially  concealed  by  trees,  and  from  which  a  secession 
flag  was  flying.  The  distance  was  about  2,000  yards.  Immediately 
after  the  firing  of  the  first  shell  a  flight  of  men,  wagons,  and  horses 
took  place  from  that  locale.  The  direction  of  their  flight  was  up  the 
ridge  to  the  left  Their  speed  being  hastened  by  other  shots,  they  soon 
disappeared  in  the  forests.  About  a  half  hour  thereafter  large  bodies 
of  troops  debouched  from  the  woods  at  the  same  point  where  those  who 
fled  had  disappeared.  They  marched  across  an  open  space  some  three 
miles  from  my  position,  and  were  then  lost  to  sight  in  the  woods,  but 
the  direction  of  their  march  could  be  traced  by  the  dust. 

Near  the  summit  of  the  chain  of  hills,  on  the  opposite  side,  a  large 
brick  house  could  be  seen  by  the  aid  of  a  glass.  Towards  this  these 
troops  moved.  By  columns  of  dust  thrown  up  on  the  right  troops 
were  judged  to  be  approaching  this  direction  also.  This  house  on  the 
summit  must  have  been  a  central  rallying  point.  I  kept  up  an  irregular 
fire  from  my  guns,  dropping  shell  occasionally  into  the  wooded  ravines 
below  us  and  throwing  solid  shot  and  shell  at  columns  of  dust  within 
by  rebel  troops.  My  position  being  somewhat  exposed, 
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and  having  no  adequate  support,  the  battery  was  temporarily  with- 
drawn to  the  rear,  and  subsequently  reordered  to  take  the  name  position. 
I  applied  to  General  Miles  to  have  some  lighter  guns  near  me,  to  throw 
canister,  in  case  of  a  demonstration  on  our  flank.  Hunt's  battery  after- 
wards came  up,  and  took  its  position  in  the  same  field. 

After  the  retreat  of  the  right  and  center  a  strong  body  of  rebel 
infantry  appeared  on  our  flank.  I  placed  my  guns  in  position,  and 
opened  on  it  with  canister  at  a  distance- of  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards, 
and  as  the  force  fell  back  into  the  ravines  beyond  continued  the  fire 
with  shell.  The  enemy  being  no  longer  in  sight,  Colonel  Davies  said, 
"Now  we  have  driven  them  back,  well  retire  upon  Centreville."  I 
proceeded  to  the  rear  with  my  guns.  A  regiment  was  drawn  up  in  the 
woods  by  the  roadside  in  such  a  manner  that  my  battery  was  forced  to 
pass  closely  in  its  front.  It  was  the  most  dangerous  position  occupied 
during  the  day.  One  gun  was  fired  over  the  battery,  and  there  was  a 
simultaneous  movement  of  muskets  along  the  line,  as  if  to  continue 
the  fire.  Fortunately  it  was  not  followed  up.  I  left  Centreville  at  about 
9  p.  m.  and  proceeded  to  the  Potomac,  reaching  Arlington  between  8 
and  9  a.  m.  on  the  22d.  Lieutenants  Benjamin  and  Babbitt  performed 
their  several  duties  with  gallantry,  coolness,  and  spirit.  The  enlisted 
men,  though  unpracticed  in  the  drill — the  company  having  been  hastily 
mounted — remained  unshaken  in  the  conflict 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

jSo.  EDWARDS, 
First  Lieutenant,  Third  Artillery,  Comdg.  Lt.  Co.  0. 

Maj.  H.  J.  Hunt, 

Fifth  Artillery,  U.  8.  Army,  Chief  of  Artillery. 


No.  31. 

Report  of  Col.  David  Hunter,  Third  U.  8.  Cavalry,  commanding  Second 

JHvtsion. 

Washington,  August  5, 1861. 

8m :  Having  had  the  honor  to  command  the  Second  Division  of  the 
Army  before  Manassas,  on  the  21st  of  July,  1861,  and  having  been 
wounded  early  in  the  action,  the  command,  as  well  as  the  duty  of  mak- 
ing the  division  report,  devolved  on  Col.  Andrew  Porter,  of  the  U.  S. 
Army.  I  deem  it,  however,  a  duty  I  owe  to  the  gallant  gentlemen  of 
my  staff  briefly  to  mention  their  services : 

The  Hon.  Isaac  N.  Arnold,  of  the  U.  S.  House  of  Representatives, 
one  of  my  volunteer  aides,  was  with  me  on  the  field  till  I  received  my 
wound,  and  then  devoted  himself  to  having  the  wounded  removed  and 
to  alleviating  their  sufferings. 

Capt.  D.  P.  Woodbury,  chief  engineer  of  the  division,  fearlessly  ex- 
posed himself  in  front  of  the  skirmishers  during  our  whole  advance,  and 
determined  with  great  judgment  the  route  of  the  division. 

Capt  William  D.  Whipple,  A.  A.  G.;  Captain  Cook,  of  the  Fourth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  aide  de-camp  j  Lieutenant  Cross,  of  Engineers, 
and  Lieut.  D.  W.  Flagler,  Ordnance,  aide-de-camp,  all  performed  their 
duties  to  my  entire  satisfaction,  They  were  absent  conveying  orders 
during  the  short  time  I  was  in  the  field. 

My  aide,  Lieut.  Samuel  W.  Stockton,  of  the  First  Cavalry,  was  with 
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mo  on  th©  field,  and  his  conduct  under  a  heavy  fire  was  perfectly  beau- 
tiful 

Dr.  Rouch,  of  Chicago,  111.,  a  citizen  surgeon,  accompanied  Mr. 
Arnold  to  the  field,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  care  oi  the  wounded 
during  the  whole  battle. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

D.  HUNTER, 
Colonel  Third  Cavalry,  Commanding  Second  Division, 

Capt,  Jambs  B.  Fry, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  U.  S.  Army. 


No.  32. 

Report  of  Col.  Andrew  Porter,  Sixteenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  commanding  Sec- 
ond Division  and  First  Brigade,  Second  Division. 

Hdqbs.  First  Brigade,  Second  Division, 

Arlington,  Va.,  July  25,  1861. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  account  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  of  the  Army,  in  the  battle 
before  Manassas,  on  the  21st  instant9  The  brigade  was  silently  paraded 
in  light  marching  order  at  2  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  that  day,  com- 
posed as  follows,  viz:  Griffin's  battery;  marines,  Major  Reynolds; 
Twenty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  Colonel  Slocum:  Fourteenth 
New  York  State  Militia,  Colonel  Wood ;  Eighth  New  York  State  Militia. 
Colonel  Lyons ;  battalion  regulars.  Major  Sykes ;  one  company  Second: 
Dragoons,  two  companies  First  Cavalry,  four  companies  Second  Cav- 
alry, Major  Palmer.  Total  strength,  3,700.  The  marines  were  recruits, 
but  through  the  constant  exertions  of  their  officers  had  been  brought  to 
present  a  fine  military  appearance,  without  being  able  to  render  much 
active  service.  They  were  therefore  attached  to  the  battery  as  its 
permanent  support  through  the  day. 

Owing  to  frequent  delays  in  the  march  of  troops  in  front,  the  brigade 
did  not  reach  Centreville  until  4^0  a.  m.,  and  it  was  an  hour  after  sun- 
rise when  the  head  of  it  was  turned  to  the  right  to  commence  the  flank 
movement.  The  slow  and  intermittent  movements  of  the  Second  Brigade 
(Burnside's)  were  then  followed  through  the  woods  for  four  hours,  which 
brought  the  head  of  our  division  to  Bull  Run  and  Sudley's  Mill,  where 
a  halt  of  half  an  hour  took  place,  to  rest  and  refresh  the  men  and 
horses.  From  the  heights  on  this  side  of  the  run  a  vast  column  of  the 
enemy  could  be  plainly  descried,  at  the  distance  of  a  mile  or  more  on 
our  left,  moving  rapidly  towards  our  line  of  march  in  front  Some  dis- 
position of  skirmishers  was  then  directed  to  be  made  at  the  head  of 
the  column  by  the  division  commander,  in  which  Colonel  Slocum,  of 
the  Second  Rhode  Island  Regiment,  was  observed  to  bear  an  active 
part.  The  column  moved  forward,  however,  before  they  were  com- 
pleted, and  in  about  thirty  minutes  emerged  from  the  timber,  when 
the  rattle  of  musketry  and  occasional  crash  of  round  shot  through  the 
leaves  and  branches  of  the  trees  in  our  vicinity  betokened  the  opening 
of  battle. 

The  head  of  the  brigade  was  immediately  turned  slightly  to  the  right, 
in  order  to  gain  time  and  room  for  deployment  on  the  right  of  the  Sec- 
ond Brigade.  Griffin's  battery  found  its  way  through  the  timber  to  the 
fields  beyond,  followed  promptly  by  the  marines,  while  the  Twenty- 

*  See  also  No.  39,  p.  396. 
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seventh  took  direction  more  to  the  left,  and  the  Fourteenth  followed 

XQ  the  trail  of  the  battery,  all  moving  up  at  a  double  quick  step, 
enemy  appeared  drawn  up  in  a  long  line,  extending  along  the  War- 
renton  turnpike  from  a  house  and  haystacks  upon  our  extreme  right  to 
a  house  beyond  the  left  of  the  division.  Behind  that  house  there  was 
a  heavy  masked  battery,  which,  with  three  others  along  his  line  on  the 
heights  beyond,  covered  the  ground  upon  which  we  were  advancing 
With  all  sorts  of  projectiles.  A  grove  in  front  of  his  right  wing  afforded 
it  shelter  and  protection,  while  the  shrubbery  along  the  road,  with  fences, 
screened  somewhat  his  left  wing.  Griffin  advanced  to  within  a  thou- 
sand yards,  and  opened  a  deadly  and  unerring  tire  upon  his  batteries, 
which  were  soon  silenced  or  driven  away.  Our  right  was  rapidly  de- 
veloped by  the  marines,  Twenty -seventh,  Fourteenth,  and  Eighth,  with 
the  cavalry  in  rear  of  the  right,  the  enemy  retreating  with  more  pre- 
cipitation than  order  as  our  line  advanced. 

The  Second  Brigade  (Buruside's)  was  at  this  time  attacking  the 
enemy's  right  with,  perhaps,  too  hasty  vigor.  The  enemy  clung  to  the 
protecting  wood  with  great  tenacity,  and  the  Rhode  Island  Battery  be- 
came so  much  endangered  as  to  impel  the  commander  of  the  Second 
Brigade  to  call  for  the  assistance  of  the  battalion  of  regulars.  At  this 
time  I  received  the  information  through  Capt.  W.  D.  Whipple,  A.  A.  G., 
that  Colonel  Hunter  was  seriously  wounded,  and  had  directed  him  to 
report  to  me  as  commander  of  the  division ;  and  in  reply  to  the  urgent 
request  of  Colonel  Burnside,  I  detached  the  battalion  of  regulars  to  his 
assistance.  For  an  account  of  its  operations  I  would  respectfully  beg  a 
reference  to  the  inclosed  rei>ort  of  its  commander,  Major  Sykes  [No.  35]. 

Tlie  rebels  soon  came  flying  from  the  woods  towards  the  right,  and 
the  Twenty-seventh  completed  their  rout  by  charging  directly  upon 
their  center  in  the  face  of  a  scorching  Are,  while  the  Fourteenth  and 
Eighth  moved  down  the  turnpike  to  cut  off  the  retiring  foe,  and  to  sup- 
port the  Twenty-seventh,  which  had  lost  its  gallant  colonel,  but  was 
standing  the  brunt  of  the  action,  with  its  ranks  thinning  in  the  dreadful 
fire.  Now  the  resistance  ot  the  enemy's  left  was  so  obstinate  that  the 
beaten  right  retired  in  safety. 

The  head  of  Heintzelman's  column  at  this  moment  appeared  upon  the 
field,  and  the  Eleventh  and  Fifth  Massachusetts  Regiments  moved  for- 
ward to  the  support  of  our  center,  while  staff  officers  could  be  seen 
galloping  rapidly  in  every  direction,  endeavoring  to  rally  the  brokeu 
Eighth;  but  this  laudable  purpose  was  only  partially  attained,  owing 
to  the  inefficiency  of  some  of  its  field  officers. 

The  Fourteenth,  though  it  had  broken,  was  soon  rallied  in  rear  of 
Griffin's  battery,  which  soon  took  up  a  position  farther  to  the  front  and 
right,  from  which  his  fire  was  delivered  with  such  precision  and  rapidity 
as  to  compel  the  batteries  of  the  enemy  to  retire  in  consternation  far 
l>ehind  the  brow  of  the  hill  in  front.  At  this  time  my  brigade  occupied 
a  line  considerably  in  advance  of  that  first  occupied  by  the  left  wing  of 
the  enemy.  The  battery  was  pouring  its  withering  fire  into  the  batteries 
and  columns  of  the  enemy  whenever  they  exposed  themselves.  The 
cavalry  were  engaged  in  feeling  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy's  positions, 
in  doing  which  some  important  captures  were  made — one  by  Sergeant 
Sacks,  of  the  Second  Dragoons,  of  a  General  George  Steuart,  of  Balti- 
more. Our  cavalry  also  emptied  the  saddles  of  a  number  of  the  mounted 
rebels. 

General  Tyler's  division  was  engaged  with  the  cuemy's  right.  The 
Twenty-seventh  was  resting  in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  in  the  renter, 
covered  by  a  hill,  upon  which  lay  the  Eleventh  and  Fifth  Massachusetts, 
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occasionally  delivering  a  scattering  fire.  The  Fourteenth  was  moving 
to  the  right  flank.  The  Eighth  had  lost  its  organization.  The  marines 
were  moving  up  in  fine  style  in  rear  of  the  Fourteenth,  and  Captain 
Arnold  was  occupying  a  height  on  the  middle  ground  with  his  battery. 
At  this  juncture  there  was  a  temporary  lull  in  the  firing  from  the  rebels, 
who  appeared  Only  occasionally  on  the  heights  in  irregular  formations, 
but  to  serve  as  marks  for  Griffin's  guns. 

The  prestige  of  success  had  thus  far  attended  the  efforts  of  our  inex- 
perienced, but  gallant,  troops.  The  lines  of  the  enemy  had  been  forci- 
bly shifted  nearly  a  mile  to  their  left  and  rear.  The  flags  of  eight 
regiments,  though  borne  somewhat  wearily,  now  pointed  towards  the 
hill  from  which  disordered  masses  of  rebels  had  been  seen  hastily  re- 


Griffin's  and  Rickets  batteries  were  ordered  by  the  commanding 
general  to  the  top  of  the  hill  on  our  right,  supporting  them  with  Fire 
Zouaves  and  marines,  while  the  Fourteenth  entered  the  skirt  of  woods 
on  their  right,  to  protect  that  flank,  and  a  column,  composed  of  the 
Twenty-seventh  New  York,  Eleventh  and  Fifth  Massachusetts,  First 
Minnesota,  and  Sixty  ninth  New  York,  moved  up  towards  the  left  flank  of 
the  batteries :  but  so  soon  as  they  were  in  position,  and  before  the  flank- 
ing supports  had  reached  theirs,  a  murderous  fire  of  musketry  and  rifles, 
opened  at  pistol  range,  cut  down  every  cannoneer  and  a  large  number 
of  horses.  The  fire  came  from  some  infantry  of  the  enemy,  which  had 
been  mistaken  for  our  own  forces,  an  officer  on  the  field  having  stated 
that  it  was  a  regiment  sent  by  Colonel  Heintzelman  to  'support  the 
batteries. 

The  evanescent  courage  of  the  zouaves  prompted  them  to  fire  per- 
haps a  hundred  shots,  when  they  broke  and  fled,  leaving  the  batteries 
open  to  a  charge  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  which  took  place  immediately. 
The  marines  also,  in  spite  of  the  exertions  of  their  gallant  officers, 
gave  way  in  disorder;  the  Fourteenth  on  the  right  and  the  column  on 
the  left  hesitatingly  retired,  with  the  exception  of  the  Sixty-ninth  and 
Thirty-eighth  New  York,  who  nobly  stood  and  returned  the  fire  of  the 
enemy  for  fifteen  minutes.  Soon  the  slopes  behind  us  were  swarm- 
ing with  our  retreating  and  disorganized  forces,  whilst  riderless  horses 
and  artiDery  teams  ran  furiously  through  the  flying  crowd.  All  further 
efforts  were  futile ;  the  words,  gestures,  and  threats  of  our  officers  were 
thrown  away  upon  men  who  had  lost  all  presence  of  mind  and  only 
longed  for  absence  of  body.  Some  of  our  noblest  and  best  officers  lost 
their  lives  in  trying  to  rally  them. 

Upon  our  first  position  the  Twenty-seventh  was  the  first  to  rally,  under 
the  command  of  Major  Bartlett,  and  around  it  the  other  regiments  en- 
gaged soon  collected  their  scattered  fragments.  The  battalion  of  reg- 
ular in  the  mean  time,  moved  steadily  across  the  field  from  the  left  to 
the  right,  and  took  up  a  position  where  it  held  the  entire  forces  of  the 
rebels  in  check  until  our  forces  were  somewhat  rallied.  The  command- 
ing general  then  ordered  a  retreat  upon  Centreville,  at  the  same  time 
directing  me  to  cover  it  with  the  battalion  of  regulars,  the  cavalry, 
and  a  section  of  artillery.  The  rear  guard  thus  organized  followed  our 
panic-stricken  people  to  Centreville,  resisting  the  attacks  of  the  rebel 
cavalry  and  artillery,  and  saving  them  from  the  inevitable  destruction 
which  awaited  them  had  not  this  body  been  interposed. 

Among  those  who  deserve  especial  mention  I  beg  leave  to  place  the 
following  names,  viz : 

Captain  Griffin,  for  his  coolness  and  promptitude  in  action,  and  for  the 
handsome  manner  in  which  he  handled  his  battery. 

26  B  B— vol  n 
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Lieutenant  Ames,  of  the  same  battery,  who,  after  being  wounded, 
gallantly  served  with  it  in  action,  and  being  unable  to  ride  on  horse- 
back, was  helped  on  and  off  a  caisson  in  changes  of  position. 

Captain  Tillinghast,  A.  Q.  M.,  who  was  ever  present  where  his  serv- 
ices were  needed,  carrying  orders,  rallying  troops,  and  serving  with 
the  batteries,  and  finally,  I  have  to  state  with  the  deepest  sorrow,  was 
mortally  wounded. 

Major  Sykes  and  the  officers  of  his  command,  three  of  whom  (Lieu- 
tenants Latimer,  Dickinson,  and.  Kent)  were  wounded,  who  by  their 
discipline,  steadiness,  and  heroic  fortitude,  gave  eclat  to  our  attacks 
upon  the  enemy,  and  averted  the  dangers  of  a  final  overthrow. 

Major  Palmer  and  the  cavalry  officers  under  him,  who  by  their  dar- 
ing intrepidity  made  the  effectiveness  of  that  corps  all  that  it  could  be 
upon  such  a  field  in  supporting  batteries,  feeling  the  enemy's  position, 
and  covering  our  retreat. 

Major  Reynolds,  marines,  whose  zealous  efforts  were  well  sustained  by 
his  subordinates,  two  of  whom,  Brevet  Major  Zeilin  and  Lieutenant 
Hale,  were  wounded,  and  one,  Lieutenant  Hitchcock,  lost  his  life. 

Col.  H.  W.  Slocum,  who  was  wounded  while  leading  his  gallant 
Twenty-seventh  New  York  to  the  charge,  and  Maj.  J.  J.  Bartlett,  who 
subsequently  commanded  it,  and  by  his  enthusiasm  and  valor  kept  it 
in  action  and  out  of  the  panic.  His  conduct  was  imitated  by  his  sub- 
ordinates, of  whom  two,  Capt.  II.  C.  Bodgers  and  Lieut.  H.  C.  Jackson, 
were  wounded,  and  one,  Ensign  Asa  Park,  was  killed. 

In  the  last  attack  Col.  A.  M.  Wood,  of  the  Fourteenth  New  York 
State  Militia,  was  wounded,  together  with  Capts.  K.  B.  Jordan  and  C. 
F.  Baldwin,  and  Lieut s.  J.  A.  Jones,  T.  K.  Salter,  B.  A.  Goodenough, 
and  C.  Scholes,  and  Adjutant  Laidlaw. 

The  officers  of  the  Fourteenth,  especially  Mai.  James  Jourdan,  were 
distinguished  by  their  display  of  spirit  and  efficiency  throughout  the 
action. 

Surg.  Charles  C.  Keeney,  of  the  medical  department,  who  by  his  pro- 
fessional skill,  promptitude,  and  cheerfulness  made  the  condition  of 
)f  t 


the  wounded  of  the  Second  Division  comparatively  comfortable.  (He 
was  assisted  to  a  great  extent  by  Dr.  Bouch,  of  Chicago,  a  citizen.) 

During  the  entire  engagement  I  received  extremely  valuable  aid  and 
assistance  from  my  aides-de-camp,  Lieuts.  0.  F.  Trowbridge  and  F.  M. 
Bache,  both  of  the  Sixteenth  Infantry. 

Lieut.  J.  B.  Howard,  Fourteenth  New  York  State  Militia,  A.  A.  Q.  M. 
for  the  brigade,  who  by  zealous  attention  to  his  duties  succeeded  in 
safely  bringing  the  wagons  of  my  brigade  to  Arlington. 

The  staff  officers  of  the  Second  Division  commander,  viz,  Capt.  W* 
D.  Whipple,  Lieutenants  Cross  and  Flagler,  served  with  me  after  the 
fall  of  Colonel  Hunter,  and  I  am  indebted  to  them  for  gallant,  faithful 
services  during  the  day.  Captain  Whipple  had  his  horse  killed  under 
him  by  a  cannon  ball. 

Acting  Asst.  Adjt.  General  Lieut.  W.  W.  Averell  sustained  the 
high  reputation  he  had  before  won  for  himself  as  a  brave  and  skillful 
officer,  and  to  him  I  am  very  greatly  indebted  for  aid  and  assistance, 
not  only  in  performing  with  the  greatest  promptitude  the  duties  of  his 
position,  but  by  exposing  himself  most  fearlessly  in  rallying  and  lead- 
ing forward  the  troops,  he  contributed  largely  to  their  general  effective- 
ness against  the  enemy.  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  command- 
ing general  particularly  to  him. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  inclosed  return  of  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing  in  my  brigade*   Since  the  above  reports  were 
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in  many  of  the  missing  have  returned,  perhaps  one-thirdof  those 
reported.  The  inclosed  report  of  Colonel  Buniside,  [No.  39],  command- 
ing Second  Brigade,  was  sent  to  me  alter  the  above  report  was  written. 
While  respectfully  calling  the  attention  of  the  general  commanding  to 
it,  I  would  also  ask  leave  to  notice  some  misconceptions  under  which 
the  colonel  commanding  the  Second  Brigade  seems  to  have  labored  at 
the  time  of  writing  his  report,  vizj  Of  his  agency  in  the  management  or 
formation  of  the  Second  Division  on  the  field ;  2d,  of  the  time  that  his 
brigade  was  entirely  out  of  the  action,  with  the  exception  of  the  New 
Hampshire  Regiment;  3d,  of  the  position  of  his  brigade  in  the  retreat, 
and  particularly  of  the  position  of  the  Seventy-first  New  York,  as  be 
may  have  mistaken  the  rear  guard,  organized  under  my  direction  by 
your  orders,  for  the  enemy. 

Captain  Arnold's  battery  and  the  cavalry  were  directed  and  placed 
in  their  positions  by  my  senior  staff  officer  up  to  the  time  when  Colonel 
Heintzelman  ordered  the  cavalry  to  the  front  of  the  column. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  PORTER, 

Colonel  Sixteenth  Infantry,  U.  8.  Army,  Cotndg.  Brig,  and  JHv. 
Capt  J.  B.  Fey,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


in  the  Second  Division,  Army  (  Union)  of 
battle  of  Bull  Bun,  July  21,  1861 


(Compiled  from  the  several  report*  and  return*. ) 
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No.  33. 

Report  of  Col  George  Lyon*,  Eighth  New  York  Militia. 

Headquarters  Eighth  Regiment  N.  Y>  8.  M., 

Arlington,  Va.y  July  23, 1861. 

I  hereby  submit  the  following  report  of  my  regiment's  doings  in  the 
engagement  on  the  21st  instant: 

On  arriving  on  the  ground,  I  was  ordered  to  form  line  of  battle  on  the 
right  of  the  Fourteenth  Regiment.   We  were  then' ordered  to  adi 
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to  a  fence*  a  short  distance  in  front;  then  moved  by  the  right  along  the 
road.  We  here  received  a  destructive  fire  from  the  enemy,  which  caused 
a  temporary  break.  We  ascended  the  hill,  and  were  called  upon  by 
Major  Wadsworth,  of  General  McDowell's  staff,  to  charge  the  woods  on 
our  right  Three  companies  on  the  right  (Captain  Burger,  Captain 
Gregory,  and  Captain  Johnson)  dashed  forward  in  the  woods,  dislodging 
the  enemy.  We  then  left  the  woods,  and  immediately  formed  line  in 
face  of  the  enemy  on  the  brow  of  a  hill.  We  here  received  a  fire  from 
the  enemy,  and  returned  it.  The  fire  now  became  so  hot  that  the  men 
were  ordered  to  fall  back  in  the  woods.  One  company  of  the  left  wing 
did  not  come  into  action  up  to  this  time. 

I  was  now  called  upon  to  aid  the  Twenty-seventh  Regiment,  and 
rallied  what  force  could  be  gathered  at  the  time  under  direction  of 
Quartermaster  Cornell.  I  then  collected  the  remaining  portions  of  the 
regiment  on  the  skirts  of  the  woods,  and  with  them  I  tried  to  form  a 
junction  with  the  Fourteenth  Regiment,  which  was  well  on  the  right 
The  force  under  Major  Sykes  made  a  charge.  A  portion  of  my  regiment 
became  entangled  with  them,  and  moved  forward  with  them.  I  called 
on  Major  Wentworth  to  rally  the  men,  which  was  found  impossible  to 
do,  they  were  so  scattered.  At  this  time  the  retreat  was  sounded,  and 
we  left  the  field. 

I  cannot  close  this  communication  without  calling  your  attention  to 
the  valuable  assistance  rendered  by  Major  Wentworth  and  Quarter- 
master Cornell,  and  the  gallant  conduct  of  Captain  Johnson  and  his 
command,  and  the  handsome  and  self-sacrificing  conduct  of  Surgeon 
Foster  Swift,  Asst  Surg.  G.  A.  Winston,  and  Asst.  Surg.  C.  S.  De  Graw, 
by  declining  to  leave  the  wounded,  and  were  consequently  made  pris- 
oners. 

Respectfully, 

GEORGE  LYONS, 
Oolonel  Eighth  Regiment  2f.  Y.  &  M. 

Col.  Andrew  Porter,  Commanding  Brigade. 


No.  34. 

Report  of  MaJ.  J.  J.  Bartlett,  Twenty -seventh  New  York  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Twenty-seventh  Regiment  N.  Y.  V., 
Camp  Anderson,  Washington,  B.  C.t  July  23, 1861. 

Sir  :  Pursuant  to  orders,  I  hereby  submit  for  your  consideration  a 
report  of  the  operations  of  the  Twenty -seventh  Regiment  New  York  State 
Volunteers,  under  command  of  Col.  H.  W.  Slocum,  in  the  battle  at  Bull 
Run,  on  July  21, 1861. 

At  precisely  2  o'clock  a.  m.  we  formed  in  column  for  march  in  rear  of 
the  Marine  Corps,  commanded  by  Major  Reynolds.  After  an  exhaust- 
ing  march  of  eight  hours,  the  enemy  were  discovered  to  be  in  force  on 
our  front  and  left.  Fifteen  minutes  after  their  appearance  we  were 
hurried  on  at  double-quick  time  for  the  distance  of  at  least  one  mile,  and 
formed  in  line  of  battle  by  the  left  flank  on  the  brow  of  the  hill  command- 
ing a  part  of  the  enemy's  position.  Without  coming  to  a  halt  we  were 
ordered  to  charge  the  enemy  by  a  road  leading  to  the  valley  beneath  us, 
where  they  were  in  numbers  strongly  positioned  in  and  about  a  large 
stone  house,  with  a  battery  of  six  mounted  howitzers  commanding  the 
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approach.  The  men,  though  greatly  fatigued  and  exhausted,  gallantly 
attacked  and  drove  the  enemy  from  the  house,  who  retired  in  disorder 
behind  their  battery,  leaving  a  large  number  of  killed  and  wounded  on 
the  field.  The  battery  was  next  attacked,  and  after  receiving  eleven 
rounds  hastily  retired,  taking  up  another  position  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  on  our  left  and  front 

We  were  immediately  attacked  on  our  right  flank  by  a  large  force, 
who  approached  by  a  ravine  under  cover  of  a  thick  growth  of  bushes, 
and  in  the  front  by  about  1,600,  who  had  been  driven  from  their  position 
on  the  hill  commanding  our  left,  and  whom  we  mistook  for  the  Eighth 
New  York  Regiment  coming  to  our  support.  By  this  mistake  we  lost 
many  killed  and  wounded,  besides  the  opportunity  of  capturing  a  large 
number  of  prisoners.  We  were  now  engaged  by  more  than  twice  our 
own  numbers,  and  fired  upon  from  concealed  positions,  and  receiving  the 
fire  of  the  battery  from  its  new  point  of  attack.  Perceiving  the  neces- 
sity of  support,  I  rallied  about  200  of  the.  Eighth  New  York  Regiment 
on  the  brow  of  the  hill  commanding  the  enemy,  and  the  colonel  withdrew 
the  regiment  to  the  top  of  the  hill  in  a  perfectly  exhausted  condition, 
formed,  and  marched  them  into  the  woods  for  rest. 

During  our  retreat  Colonel  Slocum  received  a  wound  from  a  musket 
ball  in  the  right  thigh,  'which  rendered  it  necessary  for  him  to  retire 
from  the  field,  which  he  did,  placing  the  command  in  my  hands.  After 
remaining  half  an  hour  in  this  position  I  was  commanded  by  Captain 
Averell,  aide-de-camp  to  the  colonel  commanding,  to  join  a  united  charge 
to  be  made  against  the  enemy's  strongest  position  by  all  the  regiments 
not  actually  engaged  at  that  moment.  I  marched  in  four  ranks,  under 
fire  of  the  battery  commanding  the  road,  to  the  creek,  and  filed  to  the 
right,  under  protection  of  its  banks,  to  await  the  general  assault.  See- 
ing our  forces  engage  the  enemy  by  small  detachments,  and  not  in  the 
order  in  which  the  attack  was  commanded  to  be  made,  that  they  were 
repulsed  and  driven  back  in  disorder,  and  believing  that  no  assistance  I 
could  render  would  avail  in  restraining  the  troops  or  stay  their  flight,  I 
withdrew  my  command  in  perfect  order  to  the  heights  above  the  stream, 
and  formed  in  line  of  battle,  facing  the  enemy,  ami  remained  in  position 
until  thousands  of  troops  had  passed  to  our  rear  in  flight  and  confusion. 
I  then,  at  the  urgent  solicitation  of  the  line  officers,  marched  to  the  rear 
in  direction  of  the  retreat,  and  again  formed,  by  command  of  General 
McDowell,  in  line  of  battle,  facing  the  enemy,  that  he  might  have  a  nu- 
cleus to  form  the  division  upon  once  more.  The  attempt  proving  in- 
effectual. I  again  marched  to  the  rear,  and  by  his  command  formed  in 
line  a  tnird  time.  It  being  impossible  to  form  iu  any  force  upon  our 
lines,  I  withdrew  the  regiment  from  the  field,  and  after  a  short  rest 
joined  the  retreating  column. 

In  the  retreat  to  Washington  we  lost  two  sergeants,  believed  to  have 
been  cut  off  from  the  regiment  at  the  bridge  which  was  fired  upon  by 
the  enemy,  and  many  men  from  exhaustion. 

I  am  happy  to  report  that  during  the  whole  day  the  men  of  the  regi- 
ment behaved  coolly  and  gallantly,  promptly  obeying  every  order,  and 
that  they  never  once  retreated  or  gave  way  before  the  enemy  without  a 
positive  command. 

[J.  J.  BARTLETT, 
Major j  Commanding.] 

Ool.  Andrew  Porter,  Commanding  Second  Brigade. 
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No.  35. 

Report  oj  Maj.  George  8ykes,  Fourteenth  U.  8.  Infantry,  commanding  bat- 
talion of  Reaulars. 

Headquarters  Battalion  of  Beouxars, 

Camp  TurnbuU,  Fa.,  July  24,  1861. 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  your  circular  of  the  23d  instant,  I  have 
the  honor  to  report  the  following  casualties  that  occurred  in  my  com- 
mand during  the  recent  battle  before  Manassas :  Three  commissioned 
officers  wounded ;  one  assistant  surgeon  missing ;  13*  ran  k  and  file  killed, 
17  wounded,  12  of  whom  are  missing ;  42  missing.  A  list  is  inclosed.* 
Many  of  the  latter  are  supposed  to  have  taken  the  Alexandria  road  by 
mistake,  and  will  no  doubt  rejoin  their  colors  to-day. 

This  battalion,  composed  of  two  companies  of  Second  U.  S.  Infantry, 
five  companies  of  the  Third  U.  S.  Infantry,  and  one  company  of  the 
Eighth  Infantry,  left  its  camp  near  Centre ville  about  3.30  a.  in.  on  the  21st 
instant,  and  after  a  circuitous  march  of  ten  or  twelve  miles  arrived  on 
the  enemy's  left,  and  was  immediately  ordered  to  support  the  force  under 
Colonel  Burnside,  which  was  suffering  from  a  severe  fire  in  its  front. 
Our  line  was  rapidly  formed,  opening  fire,  and  a  column  under  Colonel 
Heintzelman  appearing  at  the  same  moment  on  our  left,  the  enemy  fell 
back  to  the  rising  . ground  in  his  rear.  My  battalion  was  then  advanced 
to  the  front,  and  took  a  position  on  the  edge  of  a  wood  immediately  op- 
posite a  masked  battery  and  a  large  force  of  the  secessionists  posted 
about  a  house  and  the  fences  and  trees  around  it.  My  three  left  com- 
panies were  deployed  as  skirmishers  under  Captain  Dodge,  Eighth 
Infantry,  and  did  great  execution  among  their  ranks.  At  this  time  the 
whole  battalion  became  actively  engaged,  and  a  Rhode  Island  battery 
zoming  into  action  on  my  right,  and  having  no  support,  at  the  request 
of  its  commanding  officer,  and  seeing  myself  the  necessity  of  the  case, 
I  remained  as  a  protection  to  his  guns.  For  more  than  an  hour  the 
command  was  here  exposed  to  a  concentrated  fire  from  the  batteries  and 
regiments  of  the  enemy,  which  seemed  doubled  when  the  guns  of  the 
Rhode  Islanders  opened.  Many  of  my  men  assisted  in  working  the 
latter  battery. 

As  the  attack  of  our  Army  became  more  developed  on  the  right,  and 
the  necessity  for  my  staying  with  the  guns  ceased,  I  moved  my  battalion 
in  that  direction,  passing  through  crowds  of  retiring  troops,  whom  we 
endeavored  in  vain  to  rally.  Taking  a  position  on  the  extreme  right, 
in  front  of  several  regiments  of  the  enemy,  I  opened  an  effective  fire 
upon  them,  and  held  my  ground  until  all  our  troops  had  fallen  back  and 
my  flank  was  turned  by  a  large  force  of  horse  and  foot.  I  then  retired 
a  short  distance  in  good  order,  and  facing  to  the  enemy  on  the  crest  of 
a  hill,  held  his  cavalry  in  check,  which  still  threatened  our  flank. 

At  this  stage  of  the  action,  my  command  was  the  only  opposing  force 
to  the  enemy,  and  the  last  to  leave  the  field.  By  taking  advantage  of 
woods  and  broken  ground,  I  brought  it  off  without  loss,  although  the 
guns  of  our  opponents  were  playing  on  our  line  of  march  from  every 
height  While  thus  retiring,  I  received  an  order  from  the  brigade 
commander  to  cover  the  retreat  of  that  portion  of  the  Army  near  me, 
which  I  did  as  well  as  I  was  able,  remaining  in  rear  until  all  of  it  had 


After  crossing  Bull  Run  my  command  was  threatened  by  a  large 
force  of  cavalry,  bat  its  order  and  the  regularity  of  its  march  forbade 

*  Embodied  in  division  return,  p.  3877 
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any  attack.  We  reached  our  camp  beyond  Centreville  at  8  p.  m.  It 
is  but  proper  to  mention  that  our  officers  and  men  were  on  their  feet 
from  10  p.  m.  on  the  20th  until  10  a.  m.  on  the  22d.  Without  rest,  many 
without  food,  foot-sore,  and  greatly  exhausted,  they  yet  bore  the  retreat 
cheerfully,  and  set  an  example  of  constancy  and  discipline  worthy  of 
older  and  more  experienced  soldiers.  My  officers,  nearly  all  of  them 
just  from  civil  life  and  the  Military  Academy,  were  eager  and  zealous, 
and  to  their  efforts  is  due  the  soldierly  retreat  and  safety  of  the  bat- 
talion, as  well  as  of  many  straggling  volunteers  who  accompanied  my 
command.  The  acting  major,  Capt.  N.  H.  Davis,  Second  Infantry, 
rendered  essential  service  by  his  coolness,  zeal,  and  activity.  Captain 
Dodge,  Eighth  Infantry,  commanding  the  skirmishers  on  the  left,  was 
equally  efficient,  and  to  those  gentlemen  and  all  my  officers  I  am  in- 
debted for  cordial  co  operation  in  all  the  movements  of  the  day.  Lieu- 
tenant Kent,  although  wounded,  endeavored  to  retain  command  of  his 
company,  but  a  second  wound  forced  him  to  give  it  up.  He  and  Lieu- 
tenant Dickinson,  acting  adjutant,  wounded,  and  Dr.  Sternberg,  U.  S. 
Army,  are  believed  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

I  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the  brigade  commander  to  the  services 
of  Sergeant-Major  Devoe,  of  the  Third  Infantry,  who  was  conspicuous 
for  his  good  conduct  on  the  field.  The  arms  and  equipments  of  my  com- 
mand are  in  good  condition,  but  the  men  are  destitute  of  blankets,  and 
in  want  of  necessary  clothing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  SYKES, 
Major,  Fourteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Battalion. 

Capt.  W.  W.  Averell, 

A.  A.  A.  Gen.,  Porter's  Brigade,  Arlington,  Va. 


No.  36. 

Report  ofMaj.  John  0.  Reynold*,  commanding  battalion  of  U.  &  Marines. 

Marine  Barracks  Headquarters, 

Washington,  July  24, 186L 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  movements  and  operations 
of  the  battalion  of  marines  under  my  command  detailed  to  co-operate 
with  the  Army. 

The  battalion  left  the  barracks  at  headquarters  in  time  to  reach  the 
Virginia  end  of  the  Potomac  Long  Bridge  at  3  p.  m.  July  16,  and  pro- 
ceeded up  the  Columbia  turnpike  until  au  officer,  purporting  to  be  the 
assistant  adjutant-general  of  Colonel  Porter's  brigade,  came  up  and  as- 
signed us  position  in  the  line  of  march,  which  placed  us  immediately  in 
the  rear  of  Captain  Griffin's  battery  of  flying  artillery.  This  assign- 
ment was  continued  up  to  the  period  of  the  battle  at  Bull  Run. 

On  reaching  the  field,  and  for  some  hours  previously,  the  battery's 
accelerated  march  was  such  as  to  keep  my  command  more  or  less  m 
double-quick  time  ;  consequently  the  men  became  fatigued  or  exhausted 
in  strength.  Being  obliged  at  this  period  to  halt,  in  order  to  afford 
those  in  the  rear  an  opportunity  of  closing  up  and  taking  their  proper 
place  in  line,  the  battery  was  lost  to  protection  from  the  force  under 
my  command.  This  I  stated  to  Colonel  Porter,  who  was  ever  present, 
watching  the  events  of  the  day.    The  position  of  the  battery  was 
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pointed  oat,  and  I  was  directed  to  afford  the  necessary  support.  In 
taking  this  position  the  battalion  was  exposed  to  a  galling  fire.  Whilst 
holding  it  General  McDowell  ordered  the  battalion  to  cover  or  support 
the  Fourteenth  New  York  Regiment,  which  was  about  to  be  engaged. 
The  battalion,  In  consequence,  took  the  position  indicated  by  the  gen- 
eral, but  was  unable  to  hold  it,  owing  to  the  heavy  fire  which  was 
opened  upon  them.  They  broke  three  several  tunes,  but  as  frequently 
formed,  and  urged  back  to  their  position,  where  Anally  a  general  rout 
took  place,  in  which  the  marines  participated.  No  effort  on  the  part  of 
their  officers  could  induce  them  to  rally. 

I  am  constrained  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that,  when  taking 
into  consideration  the  command  was  composed  entirely  of  recruits — 
not  one  being  in  service  over  three  weeks,  and  many  had  hardly  learned 
their  facings,  the  officers  likewise  being  but  a  short  time  in  the  service — 
their  conduct  was  such  as  to  elicit  only  the  highest  commendation. 

Of  the  three  hundred  and  tifty  officers  and  enlisted  men  under  my 
command,  there  were  but  two  staff  officers,  two  captains,  one  first  lieu- 
tenant, and  nine  non-commissioned  officers  and  two  musicians  who  were 
experienced  from  length  of  service.  The  remainder  were,  of  course, 
raw  recruits,  which  being  considered,  I  am  happy  to  report  the  good 
conduct  of  officers  and  men.  The  officers,  although  but  little  experi- 
enced, were  zealous  in  their  efforts  to  carry  out  my  orders. 

In  the  death  of  Lieutenant  Hitchcock  the  corps  has  beeu  deprived  of 
a  valuable  acquisition.  On  the  field  he  was  ever  present  and  zealous. 
He  sought  and  won  the  approbation  of  his  commanding  and  brother 
officers. 

Inclosed  please  find  a  return  of  the  battalion,  showing  its  present 
strength,  with  casualties,  &c* 

The  abrupt  and  hasty  retreat  from  the  field  of  battle  presents  a 
deplorable  deficiency  in  both  arms  and  equipments. 

The  rout  being  of  such  a  general  character,  the  men  of  all  arms  com- 
mingled, the  only  alternative  left  was  to  hasten  to  the  ground  occupied 
by  the  brigade  to  which  we  were  attached  on  the  morning  of  the  day 
of  the  battle.  On  my  way  thither  I  .had  the  good  fortune  to  fall  in  with 
General  Meigs,  whose  consternation  at  the  disastrous  retreat  was  de- 
picted upon  his  countenance.  He  was  of  the  opinion  the  Army  should 
hasten  to  Arlington,  fearing  otherwise  the  enemy  would  follow  up  their 
successes  and  cut  us  off  on  the  road.  My  men  being  weary  and  much 
exhausted,  without  blankets  and  other  necessaries,  I  determined  to 
strengthen  such  as  should  pass  the  wagons  by  hot  coffee;  and  move  on 
to  headquarters  at  Washington  City,  where  their  wants  could  be  sup- 
plied. But  few  came  up;  others  continued  on  to  the  Long  Bridge, 
where,  on  my  arrival,  I  found  some  seventy  or  more,  who,  at  my  urgent 
solicitation,  were  permitted  to  accompany  me  to  the  barracks. 

In  assuming  the  responsibility  of  the  return  to  headquarters,  I  trust 
my  course  will  meet  the  approbation  of  authority. 

Blankets  were  thrown  aside  by  my  order  on  entering  the  field,  which 
from  force  of  circumstances  we  were  afterwards  unable  to  recover. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant. 

JNO.  GEO.  REYNOLDS, 
Afaior  ( ^ommandina  Battalion  Marinex 

Capt.  W.  W.  AVEBELL, 

A.  A.  A.  0.,  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Arlington. 

~*  Embodied  in  division  return,  p.  387. 
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No.  37. 

Report  of  Maj.  Innis  N.  Palmer,  Second  U.  S.  Cavalry,  commanding 


Cavaxky  Camp,  neab  Arlington,  July  23,  186L 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  circular  from  brigade  headquarters  of  this  date, 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  my 
command  daring  the  battle  before  Manassas  on  the  21st  instant 

My  command  consisted  of  one  company  of  the  Second  Dragoons, 
Capt.  F.  C.  Armstrong  commanding,  two  companies  of  the  First  Cav- 
alry, under  Capt.  A.  V.  Colburn,  and  four  companies  of  Second  Cavalry, 
under  Capts.  A.  O.  Brackett,  W.  W.  Lowev  J.  B.  Harrison,  and  First 
Lieutenant  Drummond. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  action  the  whole  cavalry  force  was 
ordered  to  the  front,  and  it  took  a  position  on  the  extreme  right  of  the 
line.  From  this  point  portions  were  detached  from  time  to  time,  to  sup- 
port the  different  batteries  and  to  examine  the  ground  on  the  left  of  the 
enemy's  line.  While  they  were  thus  engaged,  a  small  body  of  the 
enemy's  cavalry,  which  had  charged  through  the  New  York  Zouave  Reg- 
iment^ came  within  short  distance  of  my  command,  and  I  directed  a 
small  party,  under  Sergeant  Sachs,  of  the  Second  Dragoons,  to  pursue 
them.  He  succeeded  in  capturing  several  prisoners,  among  them  Gen- 
eral George  Steuart,  of  Maryland. 

During  the  entire  action  the  cavalry,  sometimes  together  and  some- 
times in  detachments,  moved  by  the  direction  of  the  commanding  gen- 
eral to  various  points  in  the  field,  where  there  was  a  prospect  of  their 
being  able  to  act  to  advantage.  When  the  force  on  the  right  of  our  at- 
tacking line  first  gave  way,  all  of  my  officers,  assisted  by  Governor 
Sprague,  of  Rhode  Island,  endeavored  to  rally  them,  and  I  found  it  nec- 
essary to  deploy  the  cavalry  to  oppose  the  retreat  of  these  men.  They 
were,  however,  totally  demoralized,  and  a  galling  fire,  opened  suddenly 
from  the  woods  in  front  of  us,  made  all  our  efforts  unavailing. 

When  the  retreat  from  the  field  became  general,  the  whole  of  the 
cavalry,  excepting  those  killed,  wounded,  or  dismounted  by  loss  of 
horses,  was  together,  and  in  good  condition.  I  was  directed  to  cover 
the  retreat,  assisted  by  a  section  of  Arnold's  battery.  The  enemy 
rapidly  advanced  upon  the  rear,  and  at  the  crossing  of  Bpll  Run  it  was 
necessary  to  form  my  command  to  receive  their  cavalry.  Two  shots 
from  the  guns  of  Arnold  caused  them  to  retire,  and  soon  after  I  received 
orders  to  push  on  as  rapidly  as  possible  in  order  to  save  my  command. 
I  reached  Centreville  about  8.30  p.  m.,  and  this  place  at  5.30  a.  m.  the 
next  morning. 

The  conduct  of  officers  and  men  throughout  the  day  was  in  the  highest 

degree  praiseworthy* 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

L  N.  PALMER, 
Major,  Second  Cavalry,  Commanding  Cavalry, 

Capt  W.  W.  Avbbell, 

♦List  of  casualties  here  omitted  embraced  in  division  return,  p.  387. 
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No.  38. 

Report  of  Capt.  Charles  Griffin,  Fifth  U.  8.  Artillery. 

Camp  near  Arlington,  Va.,  July  23, 1861. 

Colonel  :  In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  that  Battery  D,  Fifth  Regiment  of  Artillery,  arrived  on  the  bat- 
tle-field near  Manassas  at  about  11.30  a.  m.  on  the  21st  instant,  after  a 
march  of  near  twelve  miles.  The  battery  immediately  opened  on  the 
enemy's  battery  at  about  one  thousand  yards'  distance,  and  continued 
firing  until  his  battery  was  silenced  or  forced  to  retire.  The  battery 
then  advanced  about  two  hnndred  yards,  and  opened  upon  a  regiment 
of  infantry  formed  upon  the  right  of  then?  line,  causing  it  to  fall  back. 
The  battery  then  changed!  position  to  the  right  and  front,  and  opened 
upon  a  regiment  formed  near  the  enemy's  right  and  a  little  in  front  of 
the  one  first  referred  to,  doing  deadly  execution,  and  causing  it  to  retreat 
in  much  confusion. 

An  order  was  then  received  through  Major  Barry,  Fifth  Artillery,  to 
advance  to  the  brow  of  the  hill,  near  the  position  occupied  by  the  enemy's 
battery  when  we  first  arrived  on  the  field.  The  battery  opened  upon 
the  enemy's  battery  amidst  a  galling  fire  from  his  artillery,  and  con- 
tinued firing  for  near  half  an  hour.  It  then  changed  position  to  the 
right  and  fired  two  rounds,  when  it  was  charged  by  the  enemy's  infantry 
from  the  woods  on  the  right  of  our  position.  This  infantry  Was  mis- 
taken for  our  own  forces,  an  officer  on  the  field  having  stated  that  it  was 
a  regiment  sent  by  Colonel  Heintzelman  to  support  the  battery.  In  this 
charge  of  the  enemy  every  cannoneer  was  cut  down  and  a  large  number 
of  horses  killed,  leaving  the  battery  (which  was  without  support  except 
in  name)  perfectly  helpless.  Owing  to  the  loss  of  men  and  horses,  it 
was  impossible  to  take  more  than  three  pieces  from  the  field.  Two  of 
these  were  afterwards  lost  in  the  retreat,  by  the  blocking  up  of  the  road 
by  our  own  forces  and  the  complete  exhaustion  of  the  few  horses  drag- 
ging them.  The  same  thing  happened  with  reference  to  the  battery- 
wagon,  forge,  and  one  caisson.  All  that  is  left  of  the  battery  is  one 
Parrott  rifle  gun  and  one  12-pounder  hawitzer  limber. 

Of  the  95  men  who  went  into  action  27  are  killed,  wounded,  and  miss- 
ing, and  of  101  horses  55  are  missing.* 

•  •••••• 

In  conclusion,  I  would  state  that  my  officers  and  men  behaved  in  a 
mast  gallant  manner,  displaying  great  fearlessness,  and  doing  their  duty 
as  becomes  brave  soldiers. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  GRIFFIN, 
Captain,  Fifth  Artillery,  Commanding  Battery  D. 

P.  S. — In  addition,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  add  that  Lieutenant  Ames 
was  wounded  so  as  to  be  unable  to  ride  on  horse  at  almost  the  first  fire; 
yet  he  sat  by  his  command  directing  the  fire,  being  helped  on  and  off 
the  caisson  during  the  different  changes  of  front  or  position,  refusing 
to  leave  the  field  until  he  became  too  weak  to  sit  up.  I  would  also  men- 
tion Captain  Tillinghast,  A.  Q.  M.,  who  gallanfly  served  with  the  bat- 
tery, pointing  a  piece  and  rendering  valuable  assistance. 

CHAS.  GRIFFIN, 
Captain,  Ftfth  Artillery. 

Col.  Andrew  Porter,  Commanding  Second  Brigade. 

•  Nominal  li»t  Omitted. 
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No.  39. 


Report*  of  Col  Ambrose  B.  Burnside,  First  Rhode  Island  Infantry,  com- 
manding Second  brigade,  Second  Division. 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  19, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  inclosed  report  of  Col.  A.  E. 
Burnside,  late  commander  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  of  the 
Army  of  Northeastern  Virginia,  in  relation  to  the  battle  of  the  21st 
ultimo,  and  in  doing  so  I  desire  to  supply  an  omission  in  my  own  report 
of  the  25th#  ultimo,  viz :  to  bring  the  names  of  Major  Wentworth  and 
Quartermaster  Cornell,  of  the  Eighth  New  York  State  Militia,  to  the 
favorable  notice  of  Brigadier-General  McDowell.'  The  above-mentioned 
officers  are  deserving  of  high  commendation  for  their  good  conduct 
during  the  battle  at  Bull  Run. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  PORTER, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Army,  late  Comdg.  Second  Div. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Fry,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hdqrs.  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division, 

Major-General  McDowell's  Column, 

Washington,  July  24, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  brigade  under  my  command, 
in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  division,  left  Washington  at  3  o'clock 
p.  m.  on  Tuesday,  July  15;  encamped  that  night  at  Annandale;  occu- 
pied Fairfax  CourkHouse,  and  encamped  there  on  Wednesday.  On 
Thursday,  July  17,  proceeded  to  Centreville,  where  we  remained  till 
Sunday  morning,  July  21,  when  the  whole  Army  took  up  its  line  of 
march  to  Bull  Run. 

Nothing  of  moment  occurred  till  the  arrival  of  the  division  at  the 
crossing  of  Bull  Run.  about  9.30  o'clock,  when  intelligence  was  received 
that  the  enemy  was  in  front  with  considerable  force.  The  brigade  was 
ordered  to  halt  for  a  supply  of  water  and  temporary  rest.  Afterwards 
an  advance  movement  was  made,  and  Colonel  Slocum,  of  the  Second 
Rhode  Island  Regiment,  was  ordered  to  throw  out  skirmishers  upon 
either  flank  and  in  front-  These  were  soon  confronted  by  the  enemy's 
forces,  and  the  head  of  the  brigade  found  itself  in  presence  of  the  foe. 
The  Second  Regiment  Rhode  Island  Volunteers  was  immediately  sent 
forward  with  its  battery  of  artillery,  and  the  balance  of  the  brigade  was 
formed  in  a  field  to  the  right  of  the  road. 

At  this  time,  much  to  my  sorrow,  I  met  you  retiring  from  the  field, 
severely  wounded,  and  was  requested  to  take  charge  of  the  formation 
of  the  division  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy.  Finding  that  the  Second 
Regiment  Rhode  Island  Volunteers  was  closely  pressed  by  the  enemy. 
I  ordered  the  Seventy-first  Regiment  New  York  Militia  and  the  Second: 
Regiment  New  Hampshire  Volunteers  to  advance,  intending  to  hold  the 
First  Regiment.  Rhode  Island  Volunteers  in  reserve.  But  owing  to  delay 
in  formation  of  the  two  former  regiments,  the  First  Rhode  Island  Regi- 
ment was  at  once  ordered  on  the  field  of  action.  Major  Balch,  in  com- 
mand, gallantly  led  the  regiment  into  action,  where  it  performed  most 
effective  service  in  assisting  its  comrades  to  repel  the  attack  of  the 
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enemy's  forces.  The  Second  Rhode  Island  Regiment  of  Volunteers  had 
steadily  borne  the  enemy's  attack,  aud  had  bravely  stood  its  ground, 
even  compelling  him  to  give  way.  At  this  time  Colonel  Slocum  fell 
mortally  wounded,  and  soon  after  Major  Ballou  was  very  severely  injured 
by  a  cannon  ball,  that  killed  his  horse  and  crushed  one  of  his  legs.  The 
regiment,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wheaton,  continued 
gallantly  to  hold  its  position. 

Soon  after,  Colonel  Martin,  of  the  Seventy-first  Regiment  New  York 
State  Militia,  led  his  regiment  into  action,  aud  planting  the  two  howit- 
zers belonging  to  the  regiment  upon  the  right  of  his  line,  worked  them 
most  effectively  against  the  enemy's  troops.  The  battery  of  the  Second 
Rhode  Island  Regiment,  on  the  knoll  upon  the  extreme  right,  was  used 
in  silencing  the  heavy  masked  battery  of  the  enemy  in  front,  occasion- 
ally throwing  in  shot -and  shell  upon  the  enemy's  infantry,  nix  regiments 
of  which  were  attempting  to  force  our  position.  Captain  Reynolds,  who 
was  in  command  of  this  battery,  seryed  it  with  great  coolness,  precision, 
and  skill. 

The  Second  Regiment  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  under  Colonel 
Marston,  was  now  brought  into  the  field,  and  rendered  great  service  in 
defending  the  position.  Colonel  Marston  was  wounded  early  in  the 
action,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fiske  ably  directed  the  advance  of  the 
regiment. 

Thus  my  whole  brigade  was  brought  into  the  engagement  at  the  ear- 
liest possible  momefrt*  and  succeeded  in  compelling  the  enemy  to  retire. 
We  were  wholly  without  support,  hearing  the  brunt  of  the  contest,  until 
relieved  by  Major  Sy  kes,  of  the  Third  [Fourteenth]  Infantry,  U.  S.  Army, 
who  formed  his  battalion  most  admirably  in  front  of  the  enemy,  and  pour- 
ing in  a  destructive  fire  upon  his  lines,  assisted  in  staggering  him.  At  that 
moment,  after  the  fight  had  continued  an  hour  or  more,  Colonel  Heintzel- 
man's  division  was  seen  marching  over  the  hill  opposite  our  left  11  an  k ,  and 
attacking  the  enemy  at  that  point,  the  opposing  force  was  soon  dispersed. 
This  point  being  gained,  and  the  enemy  retiring  in  confusion  before  the 
successful  charge  of  Colonel  Heintzelman's  division,  I  withdrew  my 
brigade  into  the  woods  in  rear  of  the  line,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
the  troops  with  ammunition,  which  had  become  well-nigh  exhausted. 
The  Second  Regiment  New  Hampshire  Volunteers  was  sent  forward  to 
assist  one  of  Colonel  Heintzelman's  brigades,  at  that  time  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  distant,  and  driving  the  enemy  before  them.  -The  battery  of 
the  Second  Rhode  Island  Volunteers  changed  its  position  into  a  field 
upon  the  right,  and  was  brought  to  bear  upon  the  force  which  Colonel 
Porter  was  engaging.  The  enemy's  infantry  having  fallen  back,  two 
sections  of  Captain  Reynolds'  battery  advanced,  and  succeeded  in  break- 
ing the  charge  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  which  had  now  been  brought  into 
the  engagement. 

It  was  nearly  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  the  battle  had  continued  for  almost 
six  hours  since  the  time  when  the  Second  Brigade  had  been  engaged, 
with  everything  in  favor  of  our  troops  and  promising  a  decisive  victory, 
when  some  of  the  regiments  engaging  the  enemy  upon  the  extreme  right 
of  our  line  broke,  and  large  numbers  passed  disorderly  by  my  brigade, 
then  drawn  up  in  the  position  which  they  last  held.  The  ammunition 
had  been  issued  in  part  when  I  was  ordered  to  protect  the  retreat.  The 
Seventy-first  Regiment  New  York  State  Militia  was  formed  between  the 
retreating  columns  and  the  enemy  by  Colonel  Martin,  and  the  Second 
Regiment  Rhode  Island  Volunteers  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wheaton. 
The  First  Regiment  Rhode  Island  Volunteers  moved  out  into  the  field 
at  the  bottom  of  the  gorge  near  the  ford,  and  remained  for  fifteen  miu- 
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utes,  until  a  general  retreat  was  ordered.  The  regiment  then  passed  on 
to  the  top  of  the  hill,  where  it  was  joined  by  the  remainder  of  the  brig- 
ade, and  formed  into  column.  Large  bodies  of  stragglers  were  passing 
along  the  road,  and  it  was  found  impossible  to  retain  the  order  which 
otherwise  would  have  been  preserved.  Yet  the  brigade  succeeded  in 
retiring  in  comparatively  good  condition,  with  Arnold's  battery  of  ar- 
tillery and  Captain  Armstrong's  company  of  dragoons  bringing  up  the 
rear. 

The  retreat  continued  thus  until  the  column  was  about  emerging  from 
the  woods  and  entering  upon  the  Warrenton  turnpike,  when  the  artillery 
and  the  cavalry  went  to  the  front,  and  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  the 
retreating  mass  of  men.  Upon  the  bridge  crossing  Cub  Bun  a  shot 
took  effect  upon  the  horses  of  a  team  that  was  crossing.  The  wagon 
was  overturned  directly  in  the  center  of  the  bridge,  and  the  passage 
was  completely  obstructed.  The  enemy  continued  to  play  his  artillery 

2>on  the  train,  carriages,  ambulances,  and  artillery  wagons  that  filled 
e  road,  and  these  were  reduced  to  ruin.  The  artillery  could  not  pos- 
sibly pass,  and  five  pieces  of  the  Rhode  Island  Battery,  which  had  been 
safely  brought  off  the  field,  were  here  lost  Captain  Reynolds  is  deserv- 
ing of  praise  for  the  skill  with  which  he  saved  the  lives  of  his  men.  The 
infantry,  as  the  files  reached  the  bridge,  were  furiously  pelted  with  a 
shower  of  grape  and  other  shot,  and  several  persons  were  here  killed  or 
dangerously  wounded.  As  was  to  be  expected,  the  whole  column  was 
thrown  into  confusion,  and  could  not  be  rallied  again  for  a  distance  of 
two  or  three  miles.  The  brigade  reached  Centreville  at  9  o'clock  p.  m., 
and  entered  into  the  several  camps  that  had  been  occupied  the  night 
before,  where  the  brigade  rested  until  10  o'clock,  when,  in  pursuance  to 
orders  from  the  general  commanding,  the  retreat  was  continued.  The 
column  reached  Washington  about  9  a.  m.  Monday  morning,  when  the 
several  regiments  composing  the  brigade  repaired  to  their  respective 
encampments. 

In  t  he  movements  of  my  brigade  upon  this  unfortunate  expedition  I 
was  greatly  assisted  and  advised  by  his  excellency  Governor  Sprague, 
who  took  an  active  part  in  the  conflict,  and  who  was  especially  effective 
in  the  direction  and  arrangement  of  the  battery  of  light  artillery  attached 
to  the  Second  Rhode  Island  Volunteers.  It  would  be  iuvidious  to  men- 
tion officers  of  the  different  corps  who  distinguished  themselves  upon 
the  field  for  coolness  and  bravery.  Where  all  performed  their  duty  so 
well,  I  cannot  feel  justified  in  specifying  particular  instances  of  fidelity. 
The  officers  and  men  were  prompt,  steady,  and  bravo,  and  performed 
the  several  parts  assigned  to  them  in  the  most  gallant  manner. 

Our  loss  has  been  very  severe.  The  Second  Regiment  particularly 
suffered  greatly.  The  death  of  Colonel  Slocum  is  a  loss  not  only  to  his 
own  State,  which  mourns  the  death  of  a  most  gallant  and  meritorious 
officer,  who  would  have  done  credit  to  tho  service,  while  his  prominent 
abilities  as  a  soldier  would  have  raised  him  high  in  the  public  estimation. 
He  had  served  with  me  as  major  of  the  First  Regiment  Rhode  Island 
Volunteers,  and  when  he  was  transferred  to  a  more  responsible  position 
I  was  glad  that  his  services  had  been  thus  secured  for  the  benefit  of  his 
country.  His  associate,  Major  Ballon,  of  the  same  regiment,  was  deserv- 
ing of  the  highest  commendation  as  a  brave  soldier  and  a  true  man. 


Captain  Tower,  of  the  Second  Regiment  Rhode  Island  Volunteers, 
received  his  death- wound  at  the  very  commencement  of  the  battle.  He 
was  young,  a  brave  and  promising  officer,  who  is  deeply  lamented  by  his 
comrades  and  friends.  Captain  Smith,  of  the  Second  Regiment  Rhode 
Island  Volunteers,  was  known  among  us  for  his  many  good  qualities  of 
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head  and  heart  Lieutenant  Prescott,  of  the  First  Rhode  Island  Regi- 
ment, was  also  killed  in  the  early  part  of  the  action,  while  gallantly 
encouraging  his  company.  He  was  a  noble-hearted  Christian  man, 
whose  memory  will  be  ever  fresh  in  the  hearts  of  his  friends. 

Among  those  who  are  missing  I  have  to  mention  the  names  of  Lieu- 
tenant Knight,  of  the  First  Regiment  Rhode  Island  Volunteers,  and  Dr. 
James  Harris,  of  the  same  regiment.  Both  were  men  whom  we  can 
hardly  afford  to  lose,  arid  I  trust  that  some  measures  may  be  taken  by 
which  their  fate  may  be  known.  Dr.  Harris  was  especially  active  upon 
the  field  of  battle  in  dressing  the  wounds  of  the  disabled  soldiers,  and, 
knowing  no  distinction  between  friend  and  foe,  treated  the  enemy's 
wounded  men  with  the  same  kindness  and  consideration  as  those  of  our 
own  troops.   He  is  probably  a  prisoner. 

Other  officers  might  be  mentioned  had  I  the  data  at  hand  to  specify, 
but  I  have  not  yet  received  reports  from  the  Seventy-first  New  York 
and  Second  New  Hampshire  Volunteers.  I  append  a  list  of  casualties 
so  far  as  reports  have  been  received.* 

It  is  a  sad  duty  to  record  a  defeat  accompanied  with  the  loss  of  so 
many  valuable  lives.  But  defeat  should  only  make  us  more  faithful 
still  to  the  great  cause  of  humanity  and  civilization,  in  order  that  every 
disaster  should  be  more  than  compensated  for  by  an  enduring  victory. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Colonel  Hunter,  Commanding  Second  Division. 


Providence,  August  3, 1861. 

Colonel  :  You  will  observe  that  my  report  of  the  movements  of  my 
brigade  at  Bull  Run  on  the  21st  untimo  is  dated  July  24,  but  three 
days  after  the  battle.  It  was  made  out  in  the  rough  on  that  day,  and 
the  next  morning  (25th)  orders  came  to  ray  camp  directing  me  to  get 
my  First  Rhode  Island  Regiment  in  readiness  to  leave  for  Providence 
on  the  7  p.  m.  train.  The  work  incident  to  moving  a  regiment  with  its 
baggage  so  occupied  me  that  I  had  no  time  to  revise  my  report,  but 
sent  it  in  as  it  was,  intending  at  my  leisure  to  make  a  supplementary 
one.  It  will  not  seem  strange  that  many  omissions  and  some  inaccura- 
cies should  have  occurred,  which  I  now  hope  to  correct. 

I  stated  that  after  Colonel  Hunter  was  wounded  he  directed  me  to 
"  take  charge  of  the  formation  of  the  division  in  the  presence  of  the 
enemy when  I  should  have  said,  that  part  of  the  division  in  presence 
of  the  enemy.  I,  of  course,  knew  that  you  commanded  the  division  by 
virtue  of  your  superior  rank ;  but  you  were  at  that  time,  as  you  will 
remember,  in  command  of  your  brigade,  which  you  were  just  bringing 
into  action. 

In  another  part  of  my  report  I  mention  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Heint- 
zelman's  division  on  our  left.  It  was  Sherman's  brigade,  with  the  Sixty- 
ninth  New  York  Militia  in  advance,  that  arrived  at  about  12.30  o'clock, 
and  by  a  most  deadly  fire  assisted  in  breaking,  the  enemy's  lines,  and 
soon  after  1  o'clock  the  woods  on  our  front,  which  had  been  so  obsti- 
nately held,  were  cleared. of  the  enemy.  My  brigade  had  now  been  en- 
gaged since  about  10.30  o'clock. 

In  my  first  report  I  mentioned  the  opportune  arrival  of  Major  Sykes' 
battalion.   I  beg  to  again  mention  the  bravery  and  steadiness  mani- 


See  division  return,  p.  887. 

Digitized  by  Google 


our.  nLj 


THE  BULL  RUN  CAMPAIGN 


399 


fee  ted  by  Colonel  Martin  and  his  entire  regiment,  Seventy-first,  both  on: 
the  field  and  during  the  retreat.  Colonel  Marston,  of  the  Second  New 
Hampshire,  was  badly  wounded  in  the  shoulder,  but,  notwithstanding,, 
he  remained  in  the  saddle  under  fire  after  his  wound  was  dressed,  hi* 
horse  being  led  by  his  orderly.  The  regiment  under  charge  of  Lfeaten- 
ant- Colonel  Fiske  conducted  itself  most  gallantly.  Both  officer*  and 
men  deserve  great' praise. 

Of  the  two  Rhode  Island  regiments  I  have  already  spoken  more  fully,, 
but  cannot  close  this  without  again  attesting  to  the  admirable  conduct 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wheaton,  of  the  Second  Regiment,  and  Majors 
Balch  and  Goddard,  of  the  First,  with  the  staff  and  company  officers 
and  men  of  both  regiments.  No  troops  could  have  behaved  better  under 
fire. 

By  an  omission  in  copying  my  first  report  the  name  of  Capt  William 
L.  Bowers,  quartermaster  First  Rhode  Island  Regiment,  who  is  reported 
missing,  was  not  mentioned.  He  was  a  brave  and  efficient  officer,  whom 
I  could  ill  afford  to  lose.  I  have  good  reason  to  hope  that  he  is  alive  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  well  cared  for.  Since  my  original  report 
I  have  learned  that  some  others  of  our  missing  are  in  Richmond ;  among 
them  Lieutenant  Knight  and  Dr.  Harris,  of  the  First  Rhode  Island 
Regiment. 

I  beg  to  supply  an  important  omission  in  my  first  report,  by  attesting 
to  the  courage  and  efficiency  of  my  personal  staff,  Chaplain  Woodbury, 
of  the  First  Rhode  Island  Regiment,  aide-de-camp ;  Lieutenant  and  Ad- 
jutant Merriman,  First  Rhode  Island  Regiment,  A.  A.  A.  G.,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Beaumont,  U.  S.  Cavalry,  aide-de-camp,  who  were  all  active  in 
their  assistance  on  the  field.  Lieutenant  Beaumont  being  in  the  regu- 
lar service,  I  beg  to  recommend  him  to  the  notice  of  the  commanding 

general  as  a  most  gallant  and  deserving  young  officer.  Captain  Carson, 
event y  first  New  York,  division  quartermaster,  and  Captain  Goodhue, 
Second  New  Hampshire,  division  commissary,  rendered  most  efficient 
service  in  their  departments.  Captain  Reynolds'  battery  did  such  good 
service  in  so  many  parts  of  the  field  that  it  has  a  place  in  several  reports, 
which  renders  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  make  further  mention  of  it. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Colonel  C    A* n^  BU^o^^ngade 

Col.  AlTORBW^POBTEB,  U^S^A,^_^ 


No.  40. 

Report  of  Maj.  Joseph  P.  Balch,  First  Rhode  Island  Infantry. 

Hdqes.  First  Regiment  R.  L  Volunteers, 
Camp  Sprague,  Washington,  D.  C.,  July  23, 1861. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  casualties  of  this  regiment,  the 
result  of  the  battle  near  Bull  Run,  Va.,  21st  instant:  13  killed:  39 
wounded ;  30  missing ;  total  amount  of  loss,  78.  We  mourn  the  loss, 
among  the  first  killed,  of  Lieut  Henry  A.  Prescott,  Company  D,  a  brave 
soldier,  an  accomplished  officer,  a  gentle  and  pious  man.  Among  the 
missing,  of  Capt  William  L.  Bowers,  quartermaster,  and  Lieut  Syl- 
vester R.  Knight,  Company  D,  probably  both  prisoners,  as  they  were 
uninjured  when  last  seen,  subsequent  to  the  action. 
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Notwithstanding  a  fatiguing  march  of  seven  to  eight  hours,  we  main- 
tained the  position  assigned  us,  and  the  general  commanding  conceded 
to  Rhode  Island,  upon  the  field,  the  honor  of  not  only  frustrating  the 
attempts  of  a  vastly  superior  force  to  outflank  our  left,  but  driving  back 
in  confusion  their  right  Hank. 

In  the  retreat  resulting  from  the  turning  of  the  right  flank  of  our 
Army  by  the  enemy,  the  regiment  was  brought  off  in  £ood  order,  with 
the  brigade  to  which  it  was  attached,  without  further  serious  casualty 
other  than  the  excessive  fatigue  arising  from  and  natural  to  a  march  of 
some  forty  miles  in  fifteen  to  sixteen  hours. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  P.  BALOH, 
Major,  Commanding  First  Regiment  Rhode  Island  Vol*. 

Lieut  C.  H.  Merriman, 

Acting  Asst.  Adjt:  Gen.,  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division. 


No.  41. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col  Frank  Wheaton,  Second  Mode  Island  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Regiment  R.  I.  Volunteers, 

Camp  Clark,  Washington,  D.  C,  July  23,  1861. 

Sib:  In  conformity  with  paragraph  No.  723,  Army  Regulations,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  through  you  to  the  brigadier-general  com- 
manding the  following  report  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  in  the 
Second  Regiment  Rhode  Island  Volunteers  in  the  late  battle  with  the 
secession  forces  near  Bull  Run,  Va.  A  more  detailed  report,  giving  the 
names  of  all  killed,  &c.,  is  now  being  prepared,  and  will  be  submitted 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

It  is  my  mournful  duty  to  record  as  amongst  the  first  killed,  as  he 
was  first  in  the  fight,  our  gallant  colonel,  John  S.  Slocum,  who  was  three 
times  wounded,  and  left  in  a  dying  condition.  Maj.  Sullivan  Ballou, 
'while  bravely  assisting  in  changing  the  position  of  our  center,  was  struck 
from  his  horse  by  a  ball  from  a  rifled  caunon,  and  also  left  unconscious 
and  dying. 

The  total  loss  of  my  command  is  114  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 
Among  the  killed  are  Colonel  Slocum,  Major  Ballou,  Capt  Levi  Tower, 
commanding  Company  F,  Capt.  Samuel  James  Smith,  commanding  Com- 
pany I.  Among  the  wounded  are  Lieut.  Stephen  T.  Arnold,  temporarily 
commanding  Company  B,  and  Second  Lieut  Henry  C.  Cook,  Company 
I.  The  total  number  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  is  114 ;  total  number 
killed,  28  j  total  number  wounded,  56:  total  number  missing,  30.  A 
carefully  corrected  list  of  the  names  in  full  of  all  who  are  among  the 
above  will  accompany  my  detailed  report  of  the  operations  of  the  Sec- 
ond Regiment  Rhode  Island  Volunteers  in  the  battle  of  the  21st  instant, 
as  also  a  list  of  arms,  &a,  destroyed  or  lost  in  action. 

Thanking  you  for  the  compliment  bestowed  us  on  the  field,  and  for 
having  assigned  us  the  advance  on  our  way  to  meet  the  enemy  and  the 
lead  in  the  fight  and  the  rear  in  the  retreat,  .1  am,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  WH  EATON, 
Captain,  U.  S.  Army,  Lieut.  Col.  Second  Rhode  Island  Vols. 

Lieutenant  Beaumont. 

First  Cavalry,  U.  S.  Army,  Aide- dc  Camp,  &c. 
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No.  42. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col  Frank  8.  FisJce,  Second  New  Hampshire  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Regiment  N.  H.  Volunteers, 

Camp  Sullivan,  near  Washington,  July  27, 1861. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  Second  Regiment  New  Hampshire  Volunteers  during  the 
march  and  battle  on  the  21st  instant  I  give  the  time  of  our  different 
movements  as  nearly  as  possible : 

The  regiment  left  its  camp  near  Centreville  at  2  o'clock  a.  m.,  and 
immediately  took  its  place  in  the  column  of  the  Second  Brigade,  under 
Colonel  Burnside.  We  continued  in  the  column  of  the  brigade  until 
near  the  field  of  battle.  On  arriving  at  the  battle-field  (10.30)  we  were 
ordered  up  to  support  the  Rhode  Island  Battery.  Before  arriving  at 
the  place  indicated  we  were  ordered  on  to  the  crest  of  a  hill,  in  a  field 
considerably  to  the  right,  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries. 
We  here  fired  upon  some  battalions  said  to  be  Georgia  troops,  who 
retired  to  the  shelter  of  the  woods  opposite.  After  they  retired  the 
regiment  was  withdrawn  under  the  shelter  of  the  brow  of  the  hill.  We 
were  then  ordered  to  the  left  to  support  the  Rhode  Island  Battery.  The 
men  took  their  position  and  fired  several  volleys.  Colonel  Marston  was 
wounded  here  and  carried  to  the  rear  (11.30  a.  m.). 

We  were  moved  from  here  to  a  position  on  the  left  and  in  advance  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Battery,  where  we  fired  a  few  shots  at  the  retreating 
enemy.  After  remaining  here  an  hour,  more  or  less,  we  were  ordered 
to  report  ourselves  to  Colonel  Heintzelman  (1  o'clock  p.  m.).  The  regi- 
ment moved  to  a  position  near  his  column,  and  I  sent  the  sergeant- 
major  there  several  times  to  report  the  regiment  ready  to  render  any 
succor  or  support  they  were  able  to  afford.  The  sergeant-major  was 
unable  to  meet  with  Colonel  Heintzelman  or  his  staff.  After  remaining 
in  our  position  some  time  I  received  an  order  (2.30  p.  in.)  to  advance  to 
a  position  indicated,  which  was  to  the  left  and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in 
advance  of  -  the  troops  engaged  in  that  part  of  the  field.  The  enemy 
were  screened  from  our  sight.  As  the  men  were  exposed  to  fire  from  a 
battery  and  from  musketry,  I  ordered  them  to  lie  down,  and  fire  when- 
ever any  of  the  enemy  were  exposed. 

After  a  short  time  we  were  ordered  to  withdraw.  The  men  retired 
leisurely  and  in  perfectly  good  order,  halting  once  under  the  shelter  of 
some  woods.  On  our  way  to  .join  our  brigade  we  were  ordered  by  an 
officer  of  dragoons,  whose  regiment  was  in  advance  in  the  retreat,  to 
make  haste,  or  we  should  be  cut  off  by  the  enemy's  cavalry.  Our  column 
was  formed  again  in  the  brigade,  but  before  the  formation  was  complete 
the  retreat  began,  and  continued,  with  a  short  rest  at  our  former  camp, 
near  Centreville,  to  Washington. 

The  men  obeyed  orders  with  coolness  and  precision  during  the  whole 
day.  They  took  every  position  they  were  ordered  to,  and  never  wavered 
or  retired  until  ordered  to  do  so,  and  were  among  the  last,  if  not  the 
last,  to  leave  the  field.  Their  retreat  on  the  whole  route  to  their  camp 
was  unattended  by  tumult  or  any  disorder  further  than  leaving  their 
ranks.  Their  conduct  throughout  the  day  inspires  me  with  entire  con- 
fidence in  their  courage  and  steadiness,  and  I  hope  will  meet  your  com- 
mendation. 

FRAKK  S.  FISKB, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comdg.  Second  N.  H.  Volunteers. 

26  b  b— vol  n 
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No.  43. 

Report  of  Col.  Samuel  P.  ffeintzelman.  Seventeenth  U.  8.  Infantry^  com- 
manding Third  Division. 

Hdqbs.  3d  Drv.  Dep't  Northeastern  Vibqinia, 

Washington,  July  31, 1861. 

Sib  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  received  on  the  20th  instant,  the 
division  under  my  command  was  under  arms  in  light  marching  order, 
with  two  days'  cooked  rations  in  their  haversacks,  and  commenced  the 
march  at  2.30  a.  m.  on  the  21st,  the  brigade  of  Colonel  Franklin  lead- 
ing, followed  by  those  of  Colonels  Willoox  and  Howard.  At  Centre ville 
we  found  the  road  filled  with  troops,  and  were  detained  three  hours  to 
allow  the  divisions  of  General  Tyler  and  Colonel  Hunter  to  pass.  I  fol- 
lowed with  my  division  immediately  in  rear  of  the  latter.  Between  two 
and  three  miles  beyond  Centreville  we  left  the  Warren  ton  turnpike, 
turning  into  a  country  road  on  the  right.  Captain  Wright,  of  the  Engi- 
neers, accompanied  the  head  of  Colonel  Hunter's  column,  with  directions 
to  stop  at  a  road  which  turned  in  to  the  left  to  a  ford  across  Bull  Bun, 
about  half  way  between  the  point  where  we  turned  off  from  the  turn- 
pike and  Slid  ley  Springs,  at  which  latter  point  Colonel  Hunter's  divis- 
ion was  to  cross.  No  such  road  was  found  to  exist,  and  about  11  a.  m. 
we  found  ourselves  at  Sudley  Springs,  about  ten  miles  from  Centre- 
ville, with  one  brigade  of  Colonel  Hunter's  division  still  on  our  side  of 
the  run. 

Before  reaching  this  point  the  battle  had  commenced.  We  could  see 
the  smoke  risiog  on  our  left  from  two  points,  a  mile  or  more  apart.  Two 
clouds  of  dust  were  seen,  showing  the  advance  of  troops  from  the  direc- 
tion of  Manassas.  At  Sudley  Springs,  whilst  waiting  the  passage  of 
the  troops  of  the  division  in  our  front,  I  ordered  forward  the  First  Brig- 
ade to  fill  their  canteens.  Before  this  was  accomplished  the  leading 
regimen ts  of  Colonel  Hunter's  division  became  engaged.  General  Mc- 
Dowell, who,  accompanied  by  his  staff,  had  passed  us  a  short  time  be- 
fore, sent  back  Captain  Wright,  of  the  Engineers,  and  Major  McDowell, 
one  of  his  aides,  with  orders  to  send  forward  two  regiments  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  outflanking  them.  Captain  Wright  led  forward  the 
Minnesota  regiment  to  the  left  of  the  road  which  crossed  the  run  at  this 
place.  Major  McDowell  led  the  Eleventh  Massachusetts  Regiment  up 
the  road.  I  accompanied  this  regiment,  leaving  orders  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  division  to  follow,  with  the  exception  of  Arnold's  battery, 
which,  supported  by  the  First  Michigan,  was  posted  a  little  below  the 
crossing  of  the  run  as  a  reserve. 

At  a  little  more  than  a  mile  from  the  ford  we  came  upon  the  battle- 
field. Ricketts'  battery  was  posted  on  a  hill  to  the  right  of  Hunter's 
division  and  to  the  right  of  the  road.  After  firing  some  twenty  minutes 
at  a  battery  of  the  enemy  placed  just  beyond  the  crest  of  a  hill  on  their 
extreme  left,  the  distance  being  considered  too  great,  it  was  moved  for- 
ward to  within  about  one  thousand  feet  of  the  enemy's  battery.  Here 
it  was  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry,  which  soon  disabled  the  bat- 
tery. Franklin's  brigade  was  posted  on  the  right  of  a  woods  near  the 
center  of  our  line,  and  on  ground  rising  towards  the  enemy's  position. 
In  the  mean  time  I  sent  orders  for  the  zouaves  to  move  forward,  to  sun- 
port  Ricketts'  battery  on  its  right.  As  soon  as  they  came  up  I  led  them 
forward  against  an  Alabama  regiment,  partly  concealed  in  a  clump  of 
small  pines  in  an  old  field.  At  the  first  fire  they  broke,  and  the  greater 
portion  fled  to  the  rear,  keeping  up  a  desultory  firing  over  the  heads  of 
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their  comrades  in  front.  At  the  same  moment  they  were  charged  by  a 
company  of  secession  cavalry  on  their  rear,  who  came  by  a  road  through 
two  strips  of  woods  on  our  extreme  right.  The  fire  of  the  zouaves 
killed  four  and  wounded  one,  dispersing  them.  The  discomfiture  of  this 
cavalry  was  completed  by  a  fire  from  Captain  Colburn's  company  of  U. 
8.  cavalry,  which  killed  and  wounded  several  more.  Colonel  Farnham, 
with  some  of  his  officers  and  men,  behaved  gallantly,  but  the  regiment, 
as  a  regiment,  did  not  appear  again  on  the  field.  Many  of  the  men 
joined  other  regiments,  and  tiid  good  service  as  skirmishers. 

I  then  led  up  the  Minnesota  regiment,  which  was  also  repulsed,  but 
retired  in  tolerably  good  order.  It  did  good  service  in  the  woods  on  our 
right  flank,  and  was  among  the  last  to  retire,  coming  off  the  field  with 
the  Third  U.  8.  Infantry.  Next  was  led  forward  the  First  Michigan, 
which  was  also  repulsed,  and  retired  in  considerable  confusion.  They 
were  rallied,  and  helped  to  hold  the  woods  on  our  right.  The  Brooklyn 
Fourteenth  then  appeared  on  the  ground,  coming  forward  in  gallant 
style.  I  led  them  forward  to  the  left,  where  the  Alabama  regiment  had 
been  posted  in  the  early  part  of  the  action,  now  disappeared.  We  soon 
came  in  sight  of  the  line  of  the  enemy,  drawn  up  beyond  the  clump  of 
trees.  Soon  after  the  firing  commenced  the  regiment  broke  and  ran.  I 
considered  it  useless  to  attempt  to  rally  them.  The  want  of  discipline 
in  these  regiments  was  so  great,  that  the  most  of  the  men  would  run 
from  fifty  to  several  hundred  yards  to  the  rear  and  continue  to  fire- 
fortunately  for  the  braver  ones,  very  high  in  the  air— compelling  those 
in  front  to  retreat.  During  this  time  Iticketts'  battery  had  been  taken 
and  retaken  three  times  by  us,  but  was  finally  lost,  most  of  the  horses 
having  been  killed ;  Captain  Bicketts  being  wounded,  and  First  Lieut. 
D.  Ramsay  killed.  Lieutenant  Kirby  behaved  with  great  gallantry,  and 
succeeded  in  carrying  off  one  caisson. 

Before  this  time  heavy  re-enforcements  were  distinctly  seen  approach- 
ing by  two  roads,  extending  and  outflanking  us  on  the  right  Colonel 
Howard's  brigade  came  on  the  field  at  this  time,  having  been  detained 
by  the  general  as  a  reserve  at  the  point  where  we  left  the  turnpike.  It 
took  post  on  a  hill  on  our  right  and  rear,  and  for  some  time  gallantly 
held  the  enemy  in  check.  I  had  one  company  of  cavalry  attached  to 
my  division,  which  was  joined  during  the  engagement  by  the  cavalry  of 
Colonel  Hunter's  division.  Major  Palmer,  who  commanded  them,  was 
anxious  to  engage  the  enemy.  The  ground  being  unfavorable,  I  ordered 
them  back  out  of  range  of  fire. 

Finding  it  impossible  to  rally  any  of  the  regiments,  we  commenced 
our  retreat  about  4.30  p.  m.  There  was  a  fine  position  a  short  distance 
in  rear,  where  I  hoped  to  make  a  stand  with  a  section  of  Arnold's  bat- 
tery and  the  TJ.  8.  cavalry,  if  I  could  rally  a  few  regiments  of  infantry. 
In  this  I  utterly  failed,  and  we  continued  our  retreat  on  the  road  we  had 
before  advanced  in  the  morning.  I  sent  forward  my  staff  officers  to 
rally  some  troops  beyond  the  run,  but  not  a  company  would  form.  I 
stopped  back  a  few  moments  at  the  hospital,  to  see  what  arrangements 
could  be  made  to  save  the  wounded.  The  few  ambulances  that  were 
there  were  filled,  and  started  to  the  rear.  The  church  which  was  used 
as  a  hospital,  with  the  wounded  and  some  of  the  surgeons,  soon  after 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  secession  cavalry,  who  followed  us  closely.  A 
company  of  cavalry  crossed  the  run,  and  seized  an  ambulance  full  of 
wounded.  Captain  Arnold  gave  them  a  couple  of  rounds  of  canister 
from  his  section  of  artillery,  which  sent  them  scampering  away,  and 
kept  them  at  a  respectful  distance  during  the  remainder  of  our  retreat. 

At  this  point  most  of  the  stragglers  were  in  advance  of  us.  Having 
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every  reason  to  fear  a  vigorous  pursuit  from  the  enemy's  fresh  troops, 
I  was  desirous  of  forming  a  strong  rear  guard,  but  neither  the  efforts 
of  the  officers  of  the  Regular  Army  nor  the  coolness  of  the  regular 
troops  with  me  could?  induce  them  to  form  a  single  company.  We  relied 
entirely  for  our  protection  on  one  section  of  artillery  and  a  few  compa- 
nies of  cavalry.  Most  of  the  road  was  favorable  for  infantry,  but  un- 
favorable for  cavalry  and  artillery. 

About  dusk,  as  we  approached  the  Warren  ton  turnpike,  we  heard  a  fir- 
ing of  rifled  cannon  on  our  right,  and  learned  that  the  enemy  had  estab- 
lished a  battery  enfilading  the  road.  Captain  Arnold,  with  his  section 
of  artillery,  attempted  to  run  the  gauntlet,  and  reached  the  bridge  over 
Cub  Bun  about  two  miles  from  Centre ville,  but  found  it  obstructed 
with  broken  vehicles,  and  was  compelled  to  abandon  his  pieces,  as  they 
were  under  the  fire  of  those  rifled  cannon.  The  cavalry  turned  to  the 
left,  and,  after  passing  through  a  strip  of  woods  and  some  fields,  struck 
a  road  which  led  them  to  some  camps  occupied  by  our  troops  in  the 
morning,  through  which  we  regained  the  turnpike.  About  8  p.  m.  we 
reached  the  camps  we  had  occupied  in  the  morning.  Had  a  brigade 
from  the  reserve  advanced  a  short  distance  beyond  Cub  Bun  near  one- 
third  of  the  artillery  lost  might  have  been  saved,  as  it  was  abandoned 
at  or  near  this  crossing. 

Such  a  rout  I  never  witnessed  before.  No  efforts  could  induce  a 
single  regiment  to  form  after  the  retreat  was  commenced.  Our  artillery 
was  served  admirably,  and  did  much  execution.  Some  of  the  volunteer 
regiments  behaved  very  well,  and  much  excuse  can  be  made  for  those 
who  fled,  as  few  of  the  enemy  could  at  any  time  be  seen.  Baw  troops 
cannot  be  expected  to  stand  long  against  an  unseen  enemy.  I  have 
been  unable  to  obtain  any  report  from  the  zouaves,  as  Colonel  Farnham 
was  wounded,  and  is  sick  in  the  hospital.  I  have  only  the  list  of  the 
killed  and  wounded.  Since  the  retreat  more  than  three-fourths  of  the 
zouaves  have  disappeared.  The  brigade  and  regimental  reports,  with 
the  lists  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  are  inclosed  herewith. 

I  beg  leave  to  express  my  obligations  to  the  officers  of  my  staff,  viz : 
Capt  Horatio  G.  Wright,  Lieut  G.  W.  Snyder,  and  Lieut  Francis  U. 
Farquhar,  of  the  Engineers:  Capt  Chauncey  McKeever,  assistant  adju- 
tant-general; Lieut  John  J.  Sweet,  Second  Cavalry,  and  Lieut  John 
D.  Fairbanks,  First  Michigan  Regiment,  for  the  able  and  fearless  man- 
ner in  which  they  performed  their  duties,  and  to  recommend  them  to 
your  favorable  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  HEINTZELMAN, 

(lolfyftfl  fi!f*i* PTt t p/^ti t h  T77 ffl Tif D/   f^Ottl YrtflltfiiTtJI  THlliftij\tl 

vVwIWV  AJv  vvf*vVvirVr*  -A  'y  vM/'wl  /  if  ^  \J  \s  fit  ft  t\A  /vv*  t l  v\j  _A-/r  V  tri  WTfW  • 

Capt.  Jas.  B.  Fky? 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  U.  S.  Army,  Arlington,  Va. 
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Return  of  carnal  tie*  in  the  Third  Division,  Army  ( Union)  of  Northeastern  Virginia,  at  the 

battle  of  Bull  Run,  July  21,  1861. 
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No.  44. 

Report  of  Col  William  B.  Franklin,  Twelfth  U.  8.  Infantry,  commanding 

First  Brigade,  Third  Division. 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Third  Division, 

Department  Northeastern  Virginia,  July  28, 1861. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  on  the  op- 
erations of  the  brigade  under  my  command  in  the  action  at  Ball  Bun 
on  the  2lst  instant: 

The  brigade  consisted  of  Light  Battery  I,  First  Artillery,  Capt.  J.  B. 
Ricketts;  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Regiment,  Colonel  Lawrence  j  the 
Eleventh  Massachusetts  Regiment,  Colonel. Clark,  and  the  First  Minne- 
sota Regiment,  Colonel  Gorman.  The  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Regiment 
had  been  attached  to  the  brigade  until  the  morning  of  the  21st  instant, 
but  as  its  term  of  service  expired  on  that  day  it  refused  to  go  forward, 
and  when  the  remainder  of  the  brigade  marched  forward  4t  marched  to 
the  rear.  The  brigade  left  camp  near  Centreville  at  2.30  a:  m.,  in  the 
following  order:  1st,  Minnesota  regiment:  2d,  Ricketts'  battery:  3d, 
Fifth  Massachusetts  Regiment;  and,  4th,  Eleventh  Massachusetts  Regi- 
ment. The  Minnesota  regiment  was  arranged  with  the  two  front  com- 
panies ready  to  act  as  skirmishers  j  the  next  three  companies  as  the 
advanced  guard,  and  the  remainder  of  the  regiment  formed  the  head 
of  the  column.  The  men  were  furnished  with  three  days'  provisions  in 
their  haversacks. 

At  Centreville  a  delay  of  more  than  two  hours  took  place,  to  enable 
General  Tyler's  and  Colonel  Hunter's  columns  to  pass  Colonel  Heint- 
zelman's.   The  march  then  recommenced,  and  continued  without  inter- 
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ruption  until  the  brigade  reached  Bnll  Ran,  about  11  o'clock  a.  m., 
after  a  march  of  about  twelve  miles. 

Colonel  Hooter's  column  had  by  this  time  become  engaged  with  the 
enemy,  and  Ricketts'  battery  was  immediately  ordered  to  cross  the  ran 
and  hold  itself  in  readiness  for  action.  The  Minnesota  regiment  was 
ordered  to  cross  to  support  the  battery,  and  was,  by  a  subsequent 
change  in  the  order,  placed  in  position  on  the  left  of  the  field.  The 
Fifth  and  Eleventh  Massachusetts  Regiments  were,  for  a  very  short 
time,  held  in  reserve  on  the  left  bank  of  the  run.  Ricketts'  battery 
was  directed  to  take  position  in  a  field  towards  the  extreme  right  of  our 
line,  and  commenced  firing  at  a  battery  of  the  enemy  placed  just  be- 
yond the  crest  of  a  hill  on  our  left  After  firing  for  about  twenty  min- 
utes at  this  point,  the  battery  was  moved  to  a  point  about  one  thousand 
feet  from  the  enemy's  battery,  where  it  was  immediately  subjected  to 
an  incessant  fire  of  musketry,  at  short  range,  disabling  it  almost  imme- 
diately. Here  Captain  Ricketts  was  severely  wounded,  and  First  Lieut 
D.  Ramsay  was  killed.  The  battery  also  lost,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
minutes,  eleven  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  killed,  and  fourteen 
wounded.  Many  horses  were  also  killed,  so  that  the  battery  was  en- 
tirely crippled,  and  its  remains  were  drawn  off  the  field,  all  of  the  guns 
being  left  on  tne  field. 

While  the  battery  was  in  its  first  position,  the  Fifth  and  Eleventh 
Massachusetts  Regiments  were  brought  to  the  field,  and  took  position 
just  behind  the  crest  of  a  hill  about  the  center  of  the  position.  Here 
they  were  slightly  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  battery  on  the  left, 
and  were  consequently  thrown  into  some  confusion.  This  was  shown 
by  the  difficulty  of  forming  the  Eleventh  Regiment,  and  by  wild  firing 
made  by  both  regiments.  They  fired  without  command,  and  in  one  or 
two  instances,  while  formed  in  column,  closed  in  mass. 

From  this  point  both  regiments  were  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  vicinity 
of  the  point  where  Ricketts'  battery  was  disabled,  to  try  to  get  back  the 
guns.  They  went  there,  and,  with  the  help  of  some  other  regiments  on 
their  right,  the  enemy  was  driven  from  the  guns  three  times.  It  was 
impossible,  however,  to  get  the  men  to  draw  off  the  guns,  and  when  one 
or  two  attempts  were  made,  we  were  driven  off  by  t  bo  appearance  of  the 
enemy  in  large  force  with  heavy  and  well-aimed  volleys  of  musketry. 

The  First  Minnesota  Regiment  moved  from  its  position  on  the  left  of 
the  field  to  the  support  of  Ricketts'  battery,  and  gallantly  engaged  the 
enemy  at  that  point  It  was  so  near  the  enemy's  lines  that  friends  and 
foes  were  for  a  time  confounded.  The  regiment  behaved  exceedingly 
well,  and  finally  retired  from  the  field  in  good  order.  The  other  two 
regiments  of  the  brigade  retired  in  confusion,  and  no  efforts  of  myself 
or  staff  were  successful  in  rallying  them.  I  respectfully  refer  you  to 
Colonel  Gorman's  report*  for  the  account  of  his  regiment's  behavior  and 
of  the  good  conduct  of  his  officers  and  men. 

Colonel  Hartranft,  of  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  whose  regi- 
ment refused  to  march  forward  that  morning,  accompanied  me  to  the 
field  as  aide-de-camp.  His  services  were  exceedingly  valuable  tome,  and 
he  distinguished  himself  in  his  attempts  to  rally  the  regiments  which 
had  been  thrown  into  confusion. 

I  respectfully  recommend  to  your  favorable  consideration  the  officers 
of  my  staff— Capt.  Walworth  Jenkins,  First  Artillery,  acting  assistant 
adjutant-general ;  Lieut.  J.  P.  Baker,  First  Dragoons,  aide-de-camp,  and 
Lieut  C.  H.  Gibson,  Second. Dragoons,  acting  quartermaster  and  com- 
missary of  the  brigade.  Their  efforts  were  unremitting  in  carrying  orders 
and  in  attempting  to  rally  the  dispersed  troops. 

*  Not  found. 
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I  cannot  refrain  from  paying  a  tribute  to  the  gallantry  of  Captain 
Ricketts  and  Lieutenant  Ramsay.  The  service  has  sustained  a  serious 
loss  in  the  temporary  removal  of  Captain  Ricketts  from  duty,  and  the 
cool  and  determined  bravery  of  Lieutenant  Ramsay  was  admired  by  all 
who  witnessed  it.  ■  It  may  be  a  consolation  to  his  friends  to  know  that 
he  unflinchingly  died  a  soldier's  death,  regretted  by  all. 

I  transmit  with  this  a  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  of  the 
brigade.* 

It  is  my  firm  belief  that  a  great  deal  of  the  misfortune  of  the  day  at 
Bull  Run  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  troops  knew  very  little  of  the  prin- 
ciples and  practice  of  firing.  In  every  case  I  believe  that  the  firing  of 
the  rebels  was  better  than  ours.  At  any  rate  I  am  sure  that  ours  was 
very  bad,  the  rear  files  sometimes  firing  into  and  killing  the  front  ones. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  practice  and  instruction  will  have  corrected  this 
evil  by  the  time  that  we  have  another  battle. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  FRANKLIN, 
Colonel  Twelfth  Infantry,  Comdg.  First  Brig.,  Third  Div. 

Capt.  0.  McKeever, 

D.  c. 


No.  46. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Edmund  Kirby,  First  U.  8.  Artillery. 

Washington,  D.  0.,  July  23, 1861. 
Sib  :  I  submit  the  following  report : 

On  Sunday,  July  21,  Capt.  J.  B.  Ricketts  was  ordered  to  place  his 
battery  in  position  at  about  one  thousand  five  hundred  yards  from  the 
enemy.  An  order  was  afterwards  received  to  advance  about  one  thou- 
sand yards,  which  was  executed  at  a  trot,  and  where  we  remained  in 
battery,  firing  as  fast  as  possible,  until  obliged  to  retreat,  leaving  six 
rifled  guns  on  the  tield. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Ricketts  was  severely  wounded  at  this  critical  moment, 
and  First  Lieut.  Douglas  Ramsay  was  killed. 

Lieut  W.  A.  Elderkin  conducted  the  limbers  and  caissons  to  the 
rear,  as  I  was  separated  from  the  battery  at  the  moment  the  retreat  be- 
came general.  I  joined  the  battery  soon  after  and  continued  the  re- 
treat, but  was  obliged  to  abandon  everything  at  Bull  Run  except  three 
limbers  and  fifty-six  horses. 

The  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  acted  with  great  bravery, 
and  remained  on  the  field  as  long  as  possible. 

Our  casualties  are :  Left  on  the  field,  6  rifled  guns  and  49  horses ;  aban- 
doned on  the  road,  6  caissons,  3  limbers,  1  battery -wagon,  and  1  forge. 
Killed :  1  officer  and  11  men ;  wounded,  1  officer  and  14  men.  Total, 
27.t 

•  •••••• 

My  present  station  is  the  Park  House,  foot  of  Seventh  street,  Wash- 
ington, D.  0. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  KIRBY, 

Second  Lieutenant,  First  U.  8.  Artillery,  Comdg.  Light  Company  I. 

*  Embodied  in  division  return,  p.  405. 
t  Nominal  List  of  casualties  omitted. 
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No.  46. 

Report  of  Col.  0.  B.  WiUcox,  First  Michigan  Infantry,  commanding 

Second  Brigade,  Third  Division. 

Detroit,  Mioh.,  September  3, 1862. 

General  :  My  brigade,  the  Second,  of  Heintzelman's  division,  march- 
ing in  rear  of  Franklin's  brigade,  arrived  at  the  Sudley  Ford  at  about 
12.30  p.  m.,  July  21,  1861.  The  brigade  now  consisted  of  the  First 
Michigan,  Eleventh  New  York  (Fire  Zouaves),  Thirty -eighth  New  York, 
and  Arnold's  battery.  The  Fourth  Michigan  had  been  left  at  Fairfax 
Station  and  Fairfax  Court-House  by  the  order  of  General  McDowell. 
Halting  for  rest  and  water,  I  obeyed  the  general's  orders  to  post  Arnold's 
battery  on  a  hill  commanding  the  ford,  with  the  First  Michigan  for  sup- 
port,  and  at  1  o'clock  pushed  forward  with  my  two  remaining  regiments 
up  the  Sudley  and  Brentsville  road.  We  marched  about  two  miles,  and 
came  upon  the  left  of  what  I  supposed  to  have  been  Franklin's  line,  near 
the  junction  of  the  Warrenton  and  Sudley  roads.  The  troops  on  our  left 
were  engaged  in  a  desultory  fire  with  the  enemy,  posted  in  the  thicket 
and  ravine  across  the  Warrenton  road,  not  far  from  the  Robinson  house. 
The  Thirty-eighth  New  York  was  quickly  formed  in  order  of  battle,  and 
the  zouaves  were  hastening  into  line,  when  I  received  an  order  to  de- 
tach a  regiment  for  the  support  of  Bicketts'  battery  (of  Franklin's 
brigade),  posted  on  a  hill  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  our  right  and  front,  near 
Dogan's  house.  I  led  up  the  zouaves  for  this  important  service,  leaving 
the  Thirty-eighth  under  its  gallant  and  experienced  colonel,  Hobart 
Ward.  Bicketts  was  soon  ordered  to  take  a  new  position  near  the 
Robinson  house.  The  zouaves  followed  in  support,  and  finally  formed 
line  on  the  right  flank  of  the  battery,  with  two  companies  in  reserve. 

Up  to  this  time  the  enemy  had  fallen  back,  but  now  he  formed  the 
remains  of  his  brigades  engaged  with  Hunter  in  the  morning,  viz,  Bee's, 
Barton's,  and  Evans',  in  a  new  line,  upon  Jackson's  brigade  of  fresh 
troops,  making  altogether  6,500  infantry,  13  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
Stuartrs  Cavalry,  according  to  General  Beauregard's  report.  This  force 
was  posted  in  the  belt  of  woods  which  skirted  the  plateau  southwardly, 
and  lying  in  the  angle  formed  in  that  direction,  between  the  Warrenton 
and  Sudley  roads,  about  a  mile  from  the  Warrenton  road,  and  with  its 
left  resting  on  the  Brentsville  and  Sudley  road. 

Bicketts'  battery  had  crossed  the  Sudley  road  from  its  post  near  Do- 
gan's house,  and  was  within  musket-range  of  the  woods,  which  stretched 
from  that  road  around  from  his  right  towards  his  front,  and  forming  a 
pocket,  which  almost  enveloped  the  battery,  with  its  support 

The  enemy  were  first  discovered  by  Colonel  Heintzelman  lining  the 
woods  in  our  front.  He  ordered  up  the  zouaves,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Farnham.  The  ground  was  slightly  rising  before  us,  and  the  enemy 
opened  a  heavy  but  not  destructive  fire  as  we  reached  the  crest.  The 
zouaves  returned  the  fire,  but  immediately  fell  back,  bewildered  and 
broken.  Stuart's  Cavalry  charged  upon  them  from  the  woods  on  the 
right,  but  were  scattered  by  a  fire  from  the  two  reserve  companies, 
with  a  loss  (ascertained  from  the  Southern  papers)  of  twenty -nine  killed 
and  wounded.  Meantime  Bicketts'  cannoneers  were  being  picked  off. 
With  Colonel  Heintzelman's  approval,  and  a  promise  of  re-enforcements. 
I  collected  some  one  hundred  zouaves,  and,  with  Captain  Downey  ana 
others  of  their  officers,  made  a  dash  into  the  woods  on  our  right,  and 
killed,  wounded,  and  captured  about  thirty  of  the  enemy.  Returning  iu 
a  few  minutes,  I  found  the  field  cleared  of  both  friends  and  foe,  except 
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the  killed  and  wounded.  The  horses,  men,  and  two  officers  of  Bicketts' 
battery  lay  stretched  upon  the  ground,  but  the  enemy  had  not  yet  seized 
it.  Becrossing  the  Sudley  road,  I  met  the  First  Michigan,  Major  Bid- 
well  commanding,  and.  marching  back  with  this  regiment,  we  found  the 
enemy  now  drawn  up  in  a  thin  line  across  the  field  and  in  possession 
of  the  battery.  Advancing  to  the  fence  on  the  roadside,  the  First  Mich- 
igan opened  fire.  The  right  wing  fell  back  to  reload,  owing  to  a  blunder- 
ing order,  bat  the  left  stood  firm,  expelled  the  enemy,  and  retook  the 
battery.  The  troops  here  opposed  to  us  I  believe  to  have  been  the 
Seventh  Georgia.  Colonel  Heintzelman  now  came  up,  and  ordered  us 
promptly  forward,  and,  with  the  promise  of  another  regiment,  it  was 
my  design  to  turn  the  enemy's  left  The  left  wing  of  the  First  Michi- 
gan recrossed  the  field,  struck  into  the  woods  beyond  the  zouaves,  suc- 
ceeded in  destroying  and  capturing  a  small  number  of  the  enemy,  and 
pushing  back  his  extreme  left  out  of  that  part  or  point  of  the  woods 
adjacent  to  the  Sudley  road. 

Meantime  the  right  wing  of  the  First  Michigan  reformed,  and  ad- 
vanced in  good  order.  I  met  it,  and  we  pushed  on  towards  the  next 
point  of  woods.  From  this  point  I  found  the  enemy's  left  discovered  us 
by  our  fire,  and  we  became  engaged  with  their  rear  rank,  their  front 
being  occupied  by  the  advancing  troops  of  Franklin's  or  Sherman's 
brigade.  The  officers  and  men  of  the  First  Michigan  stood  up  bravely 
at  this  critical  moment,  holding  on  anxiously  for  re-enforcements.  But, 
from  all  I  can  learn,  the  Thirty-eighth,  which  was  ordered  np  to  me,  was 
directed  to  the  left  of  the  Robinson  house  (instead  of  to  the  right  and 
along  the  Sudley  road),  came  in  contact  with  the  enemy's  center,  and 
never  reached  me. 

It  was  now  4  o'clock.  General  Beauregard  had  been  gathering  new 
re-enforcements.  General  Kirby  Smith  had  joined  him  with  a  portion 
of  Johnston's  army.  Our  scattered  troops  were  contending  in  frac- 
tions against  the  enemy's  army,  in  position  and  massed  on  the  plateau, 
with  his  artillery  sweeping  every  approach.  General  Johnston  was 
bringing  fresh  troops  to  turn  our  own  right.  The  Twenty-eighth  Vir- 
ginia attacked  my  own  handful  from  the  rear  in  the  woods,  and  I  had 
the  ill-fortune  to  be  wounded,  and  a  few  moments  afterwards  captured. 
But  I  was  spared  witnessing  the  disaster  which  further  pursued  our 
arms. 

In  this  report  I  have  only  endeavored  to  supply  partly  the  informa- 
tion that  was  not  known  or  found  in  any  other  report,  in  consequence  of 
my  capture.  Permit  me  to  add,  further,  that  the  Thirty-eighth  New 
York  was  distinguished  for  its  steadiness  in  ranks,  and  for  gallantly 
repelling  a  charge  made  upon  it  by  the  New  Orleans  Tigers.  The 
zouaves,  though  broken  as  a  regiment,  did  good  service,  under  my 
own  eyes,  in  the  woods,  and  detachments  of  them  joined  other  regi- 
ments in  the  fight.  The  First  Michigan  deserves  the  credit  of  advanc- 
ing farther  into  the  enemy's  lines  than  any  other  of  our  troops,  as  their 
dead  bodies  proved  after  the  battle. 

I  only  regret  that,  from  the  fact  of  my  separation  from  Arnold's  bat- 
tery, I  cannot  add  any  testimony  of  my  own  to  the  well-known  gallantry 
with  which  he  and  his  command  conducted  themselves. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

O.  B.  WILLCOX, 
Brigadier-  General,  late  Colonel  First  Michigan  Infantry. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  TJ.  8.  Armv. 
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Washington,  D.  C.,  July  21, 1865. 

This  report  is  respectfully  forwarded.  It  gives  some  details  not  in 
previous  reports.  The  Thirty-eighth  New  York,  Colonel  Ward,  was  in 
the  rear  and  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  Robinson  house,  and  did  not  get 
up  as  far  as  the  house.  After  the  zouaves,  I  led  up  the  First  Minne- 
sota and  then  the  First  Michigan,  and  both  were  repulsed.  They,  how- 
ever, rallied  and  passed  to  the  right  into  the  woods,  and  the  First 
Michigan,  on  the  extreme  right  held  the  most  advanced  position  we 
occupied  that  disastrous  day.  My  division,  when  I  marched  from  Alex- 
andria, had  an  aggregate  of  9,463  men,  but  from  detachments  made  by 
the  commanding  general  at  different  times,  I  went  into  action  with  less 
than  5,000  men.  The  Third  Brigade,  Colonel  Howard,  did  not  arrive  on 
the  field  until  late  in  the  day,  about  the  time  the  panic  commenced.  He 
was  detached  soon  after  we  crossed  Cub  Bun,  early  in  the  day,  by 
General  McDowell.  I  did  not  see  the  brigade  until  some  half  hour  after 
I  was  wounded  and  after  the  Brooklyn  Fourteenth  gave  way. 

In  consequence  of  the  wounding  and  capture  of  Captain  Bicketts,  I 
have  no  report  of  his  battery.  His  first  lieutenant,  Douglas  Ramsay,  I 
saw  late  in  the  day  doing  his  duty  faithfully  and  well.  A  few  moments 
later  he  was  shot  dead,  and  soon  after  we  lost  the  battery. 

The  accompanying  report  from  Fairfax  Station,  dated  July  17, 1861, 
properly  belongs  to  this  report. 

S.  P.  HELNTZELMAN, 

Major-  General. 


No.  47. 

Report  of  Col  J.  E.  Hobart  Ward,  Thirty-eighth  New  York  Infantry, 

Hdqbs.  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division, 

Camp  near  Shooter0*  Hill,  July  29,  1861. 

Sir  :  The  temporary  command  of  this  brigade  having  devolved  upon 
me  in  consequence  of  the  mishap  to  Colonel  W ilk-ox,  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  herewith  the  following  report ;  also,  the  regimental  reports 
of  a  portion  of  the  brigade,  viz :  From  the  First  Michigan  Begiment, 
the  Scott  Life  Guard  (Thirty-eighth  Begiment  New  York  State  Volun- 
teers), containing  detailed  accounts  of  their  action  during  the  engage- 
ment near  Bull  Bun,  on  Sunday,  21st  instant;  the  remaining  regiments 
of  the  brigade,  viz,  the  Fire  Zouaves  (Eleventh  Begiment  New  York  State 
Volunteers)  and  Arnold's  battery  having  already  rendered  their  reports 
to  division  headquarters. 

This  brigade  commenced  the  action  under  command  of  Colonel  Will- 
cox,  of  Michigan,  who  was  wounded  while  gallantly  leading  his  com- 
mand, and  whose  bravery  conld  not  have  been  excelled,  and  who  is  now 
a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  While  I  deeply  deplore  the 
circumstances  by  which  it  became  my  duty  to  forward  this  report,  yet 
it  affords  me  much  gratification  to  speak  in  terms  of  the  highest  com- 
mendation of  the  brave  and  officer-like  conduct  of  the  gentlemen  com- 
posing his  staff,  viz,  Lieutenants  Woodruff,  Parker,  and  Edie,  in  their 
efforts  to  bring  order  out  of  chaos  under  a  most  galling  and  deadly  fire 
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from  the  enemy.  Having  myself  been  in  command  of  the  Thirty-eighth 
Begiment  (Scott  Life  Guard)  New  York  State  Volunteers  during  the 
action,  I  am  unable  to  speak  as  particularly  as  could  be  desired  of  other 
regiments  of  the  brigade  from  personal  observation,  and  respectfully 
refer  you  to  their  respective  reports.  The  reports  of  killed  and  wounded 
furnish  sufficient  evidence  of  their  fidelity  and  courage.  But  of  the 
field  officers  of  the  Fire  Zouaves  I  can  speak  in  terms  of  unqualified 
praise.  Colonel  Parnham,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cregier,  and  Major  Leoser 
were  incessant  in  their  exertions  in  rallying  and  encouraging  their 
men.  The  officers  and  men  of  the  First  Michigan  nobly  discharged 
their  duty  to  their  country,  and  well  may  their  State  feel  proud  of  her 
defenders.  The  officers  and  men  of  the  Thirty-eighth  being  under  my 
own  supervision,  I  can  only  corroborate  the  report  rendered  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Farnsworth.  Where  all  acted  so  well  it  would  appear 
invidious  to  make  comparisons;  but  in  the  case  of  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Farnsworth,  Thirty-eighth  Begiment,  I  cannot  find  words  to 
express  my  admiration  of  his  conduct.  He  was  confined  to  a  sick  bed 
for  several  days  previous  to  the  engagement,  and  arrived  on  the  scene 
of  action  in  an  ambulance ;  and  the  fact  of  his  rising  from  a  sick  bed 
and  entering  the  field  with  his  regiment,  and  his  courage  and  coolness 
during  the  day,  entitle  him  to  the  highest  commendation. 

In  conclusion,  I  most  respectfully  submit  that  the  duty  of  making 
this  report  devolving  upon  me  at  so  late  a  day— intelligence  of  the  ab- 
sence of  Colonel  Wi Ik-ox  hot  having  reached  me  until  the  day  after  the 
battle — renders  it  impossible  to  give  a  more  detailed  statement. 

My  duty  as  commander  of  the  brigade  being  ended  with  this  report, 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  H  HOBART  WARD 
Colonel  Thirty-eighth  N.  Y.  v',  Second  Brig.,  Third  Div. 

Col.  W.  B.  Franklin,  Commanding  Third  Division. 


Ko.  48. 

Report  of  Maj.  Alonzo  F.  Bidwell,  Firtt  Michigan,  Infantry. 

Hdqbs.  First  Regiment  Michigan  Infantry, 

Washington  City,  July  25,  1861. 

Snt:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  First  Regiment  Michigan  Infantry,  on  the  21st  instant,  at 
the  battle  of  Bull  Bun : 

At  2.30  o'clock  of  that  morning  the  regiment  left  its  bivouac,  and  was 
in  position,  with  the  other  regiments  of  Colonel  Willcox's  brigade,  pre- 
pared for  the  advance.  At  6  o'clock  the  forward  movement  commenced, 
and  about  12  o'clock  noon,  after  a  long,  rapid  march  over  roads  thick 
with  dust,  and  where  but  a  scant  supply  of  water  could  be  obtained,  the 
regiment  was  halted  with  the  brigade  in  a  field  to  the  right  of  the  road 
leading  from  Centreville,  and  on  the  right  of  the  enemy's  entrenchments. 
After  a  brief  rest,  the  regiment,  together  with  Arnold's  battery,  moved 
across  the  road  and  took  position  in  a  wheat-field,  the  other  regiments 
composing  the  brigade  having  moved  towards  the  battle-field.  But  a 
short  time  elapsed  when  the  regiment  was  ordered  forward,  and  at  a 
double-quick  was  hastened  to  the  scene  of  action  to  support  the  Fire 
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Zouaves,  who  had  charged  and  fallen  back.  Moving  in  column  by 
platoon  along  the  slope  of  the  hill  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries 
we  lost  one  color-bearer  and  several  of  our  men.  The  regiment  was 
here  filed  to  the  left  along  a  ravine,  then  marched  up  the  hill,  and  formed 
in  line  of  battle  near  its  summit,  directly  in  front  of  the  enemy's  position. 
The  regiment  was  at  once  ordered  to  charge,  and  moved  gallantly  on, 
exposed  to  a  sharp  fire,  up  to  a  fence  intervening  between  it  and  the 
enemy's  works.  Here  some  little  confusion  occurred,  the  position  of  the 
enemy  not  being  clearly  understood,  so  rapid  had  been  our  movements, 
and  the  regiment  halted,  firing  and  loading  under  the  cover  of  the  fence. 
An  order  given  at  this  time  not  clearly  heard,  a  portion  of  the  line  fell 
back  to  reload.  They  were  at  once  rallied  back  to  the  fence,  when  the 
regiment  was  reformed  in  line  of  battle  and  led  on  by  Colonel  Willcox 
in  advance  of  our  center,  the  regiment,  responding  to  the  wave  of  his 
cap  with  a  cheer,  cleared  the  fence,  and  charged  down  the  slope  upon 
the  enemy '8  battery. 

A  heavy  and  well-directed  fire  was  at  once  opened  upon  us  from  his 
batteries  and  by  his  infantry,  screened  by  the  woe  ds  on  both  our  flanks. 
The  regiment  moved  bravely  on,  the  fire  becoming  very  destructive. 
The  enemy  being  hid  from  view,  and  their  fire  coming  from  every 
direction,  the  line  was  broken,  and  the  men  in  detachments,  guided  by 
their  officers,  when  the  enemy  could  be  distinguished,  loaded  and  fired 
with  the  utmost  coolness  and  precision.  At  this  time  heavy  masses  of 
the  enemy  advanced  along  the  road  near  their  battery  to  our  right, 
and,  flanking  us,  their  fire  became  actually  murderous.  The  men  stood 
it  coolly,  and  advancing,  divided  as  they  were,  into  the  line  of  woods, 
answered  his  fire.  The  enemy's  fire  being  continuous  from  every  quar- 
ter, their  infantry  advancing  on  us  through  the  wood  in  great  force,  our 
officers  and  men  falling  all  about  us,  the  regiment  unsupported  in  rear 
or  flank,  there  was  but  one  thing  to  be  done,  and,  gathering  what  we 
could  about  the  colors,  we  fell  back  and  reascended  the  acclivity  to  the 
spot  from  whence  our  first  charge  was  made.  Here  we  rallied  as  many 
of  the  men  of  the  regiment  as  was  possible,  and  endeavored  to  collecc 
stragglers  from  other  regiments. 

In  the  hope  that  we  could  more  successfully  stop  fugitives  by  retiring 
more  from  the  line  of  fire,  we  fell  back  and  continued  our  efforts  to 
reform.  The  enemy  now  appearing  in  overwhelming  strength  on  the 
right,  we  moved  on  to  our  bivouac  of  the  morning,  near  Oentreville, 
which  was  occupied  by  the  regiment  in  comparatively  good  order. 

After  two  or  three  hours'  rest,  in  obedience  to  orders,  the  regiment 
took  up  the  line  of  march  in  good  order  for  Washington. 

Inclosed  I  transmit  a  list  of  the  casualties  of  the  day.*  The  loss  is 
heavy,  and  occurred  mostly  in  front  of  the  enemy's  batteries.  The  loss 
of  the  officers  is  very  large  proportionately  to  the  men,  and  is  sufficient 
proof  not  only  of  their  gallantry,  but  of  the  murderous  fire  that  the 
regiment  sustained.  No  troops  could  have  maintained  their  formation 
for  auy  length  of  time  under  such  a  fire.  Hurried  into  action  after  a 
march  of  twelve  miles  over  an  exceedingly  dusty  road,  with  but  little 
water  and  no  time  for  rest  and  refreshment,  our  fatigued  men  evinced 
a  courage,  coolness,  and  endurance  that  entitle  them  to  the  highest 
praise. 

The  regiment  went  into  the  action  four  hundred  and  seventy-five  men 
and  twenty-five  commissioned  officers  strong,  and  returned  with  a  loss 
of  nine  officers  and  one  hundred  and  eight  men  killed,  wounded,  and 

•Embodied  in  division  return,  p.  405. 
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missing ;  being  a  proportion  of  loss  of  one-third  of  the  officers 
fifth  of  the  men  lost  or  injured  in  the  vicissitudes  of  the  day. 

Of  the  fate  of  Colonel  Willcox  there  is  no  certain  information.  It  is 
known,  however,  that  his  horse,  was  shot  under  him,  and  that  he  received 
a  wound  in  the  arm  while  advancing  upon  the  enemy's  battery  at  the 
head  of  the  regiment,  and  it  was  while  engaged  in  the  act  of  binding  up 
his  wound,  as  is  believed,  that  Captain  Withington,  of  Company  B, 
who  was  acting  as  major,  received  a  wound  and  fell  ou  the  Hold. 

Captain  Hut  ter  worth.  Company  0,  was  also  shot,  and  has  not  since 
been  heard  from.  Captain  Lum,  of  Company  A,  acting  as  lieutenant 
colonel,  was  wounded  in  the  knee,  and  is  now  in  Washington,  as  is  also 
Captain  Graves,  of  Company  K.  Lieutenants  Casey ,  Company  G,  Mauch, 
of  Company  F,  and  Parks,  of  Company  H,  were  also  wounded,  and  have 
not  been  heard  from.  Lieutenant  Warner,  of  Company  I,  also  wounded, 
is  now  in  Washington.  Of  those  brave  men  who  have  met  their  fate  in 
the  engagement  I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms.  The  regiment  will 
cherish  the  memory  of  their  gallantry.  Nor  can  I  retrain  from  referring 
with  highest  commendation  to  the  valuable  services,  bravery,  and  good 
conduct  of  all  the  officers  on  the  field.  Where  all  performed  acts  of  gal- 
lantry and  valor,  it  would  be  invidious  to  particularize,  and  I  trust  that 
all  will  alike  find  in  the  terrible  proportion  of  their  loss  the  best  record 
of  individual  worth. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

A.  P.  BLDWELL, 
]£ajor, 

Colonel  Ward,  Comdg.  Second  Brigade,  Alexandria,  Va. 


No.  49. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col  Addison  Farnsworth,  Thirty-eighth  New  York  In- 

Hdqrs.  Thirty-eighth  Regiment,  N.  Y.  V., 

(Second  Scott  Life  Guard), 
Camp  Scott,  near  Alexandria,  Va.,  July  29, 1861. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  my  duty,  I  respectfully  submit  the  follow- 
ing  report  of  the  operations  of  my  regiment  during  the  recent  battle  at 
or  near  Bull  Bun,  on  the  21st  July,  1861 : 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st,  in  obedience  to  brigade  orders,  the  regi- 
ment was  formed,  the  men  equipped  in  light  marching  order,  and  pre- 
pared to  leave  its  bivouac  at  or  near  Centreville.  The  march,  how- 
ever, was  not  commenced  until  6  o'clock  a.  m.,  when  the  regiment,  with 
others  constituting  the  brigade,  advanced  towards  the  scene  of  future 
operations. 

After  a  fatiguing  march  over  dusty  roads,  and  at  times  through  dense 
woods,  the  men  suffering  greatly  from  the  intense  heat  and  a  great  lack 
of  water,  and  submitting  to  the  same  with  a  true  soldierly  spirit,  the 
regiment,  with  others  of  the  brigade,  was  halted  in  a  field,  in  full  view 
of  the  enemy,  on  the  right  of  his  line  of  intrenchments,  and  within  range 
of  his  artillery.  After  a  very  brief  rest  the  regiment  was  formed  in  line 
of  battle,  and  ordered  by  Colonel  Willcox,  the  commandant  of  the  brig- 
ade, to  advance  to  a  slight  eminence  fronting  the  enemy's  batteries 
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and  about  half  a  mile  distant,  to  the  support  of  Griffin's  battery,  which 
was  then  prepared  to  take  up  a  position  at  that  point  This  order  was 
promptly  executed,  the  men,  led  by  yourself  and  encouraged  by  the 
gallantry  of  their  officers,  moving  forward  in  gallant  style  in  double- 
quick  time,  subjected  a  greater  portion  of  the  way  to  a  terrible  and 
deadly  fire  of  grape  and  canister  and  round  shot  from  the  enemy's  works 
on  our  front  and  right  flank.  Arriving  at  the  brow  of  the  eminence  in 
advance  of  the  battery  which  it  was  intended  to  support  the  regiment 
was  halted,  and  commenced,  in  fact,  the  attack  of  Colonel  Heintzelman's 
division  on  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy,  engaging  a  large  force  of  his 
infantry,  and  by  a  well-directed  fire  completely  routing  an  entire  regi- 
ment that  was  advancing  in  good  order  and  driving  it  into  a  dense 
woods  in  the  distance. 

After  remaining  in  this  position  for  some  time,  finding  that  the 
enemy's  artillery  was  telling  with  fearful  effect  upon  our  ranks,  sub- 
jected as  we  were  to  a  direct  and  flank  Are  from  his  batteries,  the 
regiment  was  ordered  to  retire  down  a  slight  declivity,  which  was 
done  in  good  order,  affording  it  for  a  time  partial  protection  from  tho 
enemy's  fire. 

At  this  time  Griffin's  battery  was  moving  to  a  position  on  our  right, 
and  the  regiment  was  ordered  by  Colonel  Heintzelman,  in  person,  to 
advance  to  its  protection.  Advancing  by  the  flank  under  a  galling  fire, 
the  regiment  was  halted  within  supporting  distance  of  Griffin's  battery, 
which  had  now  opened  upon  the  enemy,  and  properly  formed  to  resist  a 
threatened  attack  from  the  enemy's  cavalry  and  infantry,  which  had 
shown  themselves  in  large  numbers  on  the  borders  of  a  grove  to  the 
right  and  front.  In  this  position  my  regiment,  under  a  spiteful  and  de- 
structive fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  remained  until  forced  to  retire, 
and  its  presence  not  being  deemed  requisite  because  of  the  fact  that 
Griffin's  battery  had  been  compelled  to  leave  the  field.  Retiring  to  a 
road  about  one  hundred  yards  distant,  my  regiment  was  again  formed 
in  line  of  battle,  and  under  the  eye  of  the  commander-in-chief,  General 
McDowell,  the  men,  inspired  by  his  presence  upon  the  field  and  led  by 
yourself,  it  dashed  gallantly  up  the  hill  towards  a  point  where  Bicketts' 
battery  nad  been  abandoned,  in  consequence  of  its  support,  the  First 
Fire  Zouaves  and  First  Michigan  Regiment,  having  previously  been 
compelled  to  retreat  in  the  face  of  superior  numbers  and  a  great  loss  in 
their  ranks. 

Before  arriving  at  the  brow  of  the  hill  we  met  the  enemy  in  large 
force ;  one  of  his  infantry  regiments,  apparently  fresh  upon  the  field, 
advancing  steadily  towards  us  in  line  of  battle.  A  large  number  of  the 
men  of  this  regiment  had  advanced  in  front  of*  their  line,  and  had  taken 
possession  of  Ricketts'  battery,  and  were  endeavoring  to  turn  the  guns 
upon  us.  A  well-directed  and  destructive  fire  was  immediately  opened 
upon  the  enemy  by  my  regiment  and  a  portion  of  another  that  had  ral- 
lied on  our  left  (I  think  the  Fourteenth  New  York  State  Militia),  and 
after  a  sharp  conflict  he  was  forced  to  retreat  in  disorder  and  with 
great  loss,  seeking  shelter  in  the  woods  from  whence  he  had  previously 
emerged. 

The  enemy  not  succeeding  in  taking  with  him  Ricketts'  battery, 
which  seemed  to  have  been  the  chief  object  of  his  attack,  it  fell  into 
the  hands  of  my  regiment,  by  whom  three  of  its  guns  were  dragged  a 
distance  of  three  hundred  yards,  and  left  in  a  road,  apparently  out  of 
the  reach  of  the  enemy.  Another  rally  was  then  again  made  by  my 
regiment,  the'  gallant  men  readily  responding  to  the  orders  of  their 
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officers.  Advancing  in  double-quick  time  to  the  right  and  front  to- 
wards a  dense  woods,  in  which  the  enemy  had  been  concealed  in  large 
force  during  the  day,  and  from  which  evidences  of  a  retreat  were  now 
visible,  my  regiment,  with  detached  portions  of  others  of  our  force,  be- 
came engaged  in  a  sharp  and  spirited  skirmish  with  the  enemy's  infantry 
and  cavalry,  and  we  appeared  for  a  time  to  have  complete  possession 
of  the  field. 

This  was  the  last  rally  made  by  my  regiment.  Suddenly  and  unex- 
pectedly, the  enemy,  re-enforced  by  fresh  troops,  literally  swarming  the 
woodB,  poured  in  upon  us  a  perfect  shower  of  lead  from  his  musketry; 
his  batteries  reopened  upon  us  with  terrible  effect,  and  a  panic  at  this 
moment  seeming  to  have  taken  possession  of  our  troops  generally,  a 
retreat  was  ordered,  and  my  regiment  in  comparatively  good  order  com- 
menced its  march  towards  Centreville,  where  a  greater  portion  of  it 
arrived  about  9  o'clock  that  night.  Here,  on  the  same  ground  that  we 
had  bivouacked  previous  to  the  battle,  the  regiment  was  halted.  After 
a  rest  of  about  two  hours  it  again  resumed  its  march,  joining  in  the 
general  movement  made  by  the  Army  towards  this  place.  After  a 
forced  and  wearisome  march  of  seven  hours,  the  men  suffering  from  the 
great  fatigue  of  the  previous  fifteen  hours,  without  food  for  that  length 
of  time,  with  scarcely  water  enough  to  moisten  their  parched  tongues, 
many  of  them  wounded,  sick,  and  otherwise  disabled,  my  regiment, 
with  the  exception  of  about  fifty  who  had  straggled  from  their  respect- 
ive companies  and  joined  the  mass  that  were  thronging  to  the  capital, 
halted  at  its  origiual  camp-ground  near  Alexandria,  the  only  regiment 
of  the  brigade  that  did  so — the  only  regiment,  in  fact,  that  was  under 
fire  during  the  previous  day  that  returned  to  and  occupied  their  old 
camp-grounds  previous  to  their  advance  towards  the  field  of  battle.  It 
is  with  great  pride,  sir,  that  I  mention  this  fact,  evincing,  as  it  emphat- 
ically does,  a  degree  of  subordination  commendable  in  any  regiment, 
and  reflecting  great  credit  upon  the  gallant  officers  and  men  of  my  own, 
particularly  under  the  extraordinary  circumstances  connected  with  the 
occasion. 

From  the  time  my  regiment  was  ordered  in  the  field  until  forced  to 
retire  therefrom — a  period  of  four  hours — it  was  almost  constantly  under 
fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries  and  engaged  with  the  infantry;  and  to 
your  coolness  and  courage  alone  during  that  time,  your  frequent  orders 
for  the  men  to  lie  down  when  the  enemy's  fire  was  the  hottest,  and  your 
constant  efforts  to  protect  them  as  far  as  possible  at  all  times,  was  the 
regiment  saved  from  presenting  a  larger  number  of  casualties  than  its 
large  list  now  shows. 

Of  the  courage  displayed  by  the  men  generally  on  the  field  during 
the  entire  day ;  of  the  readiness  of  the  gallant  fellows  to  obey  at  all 
times  all  orders,  1  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  or  express  in  words 
my  admiration.  During  all  my  experience  in  a  former  campaign  and 
presence  on  many  a  battle-field,  I  have  never  witnessed  greater  brav- 
ery or  more  soldierly  requisites  than  were  displayed  by  the  men  of  my 
own  regiment  during  the  entire  battle. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  generally  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of. 
Always  at  their  posts  cheering  on  their  men  by  their  soldierly  examples, 
and  displaying  marked  gallantry  under  the  trying  circumstances,  I  ac- 
knowledge my  inability  to  do  them  justice  in  words.  Major  Potter  was 
disabled  during  the  early  part  of  the  engagement  while  gallantly  per- 
forming his  duty,  and  subsequently  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
The  brave  Captain  McQuaide,  while  cheering  on  his  men,  fell  from  a  se- 
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vcre  wound  in  the  log.  Lieut.  Thomas  S.  Hamblin,  a  gallant  young 
officer,  also  received  a  wound  in  his  leg  while  discharging  his  duty,  and 
he,  with  the  former  officer,  subsequently  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  en- 
emy. Captains  McGrath  and  Allason  both  received  injuries  during  the 
engagement,  the  former  by  being  run  down  by  the  enemy's  cavalry 
(from  the  effects  of  which  he  is  now  suffering)  and  the  latter  by  a  slight 
musket-shot.  Lieut.  John  Brady,  jr.,  while  bravely  participating  in  the 
fight,  was  severely  wounded  in  the  arm.  Asst.  Surg.  Stephen  Gris- 
wold  was  on  the  field  and  under  a  heavy  fire,  at  all  times  humanely  and 
fearlessly  discharging  his  duties  to  the  wounded.  He  and  Quartermas- 
ter Charles  J.  Murphy,  who  was  assisting  the  wounded,  were  also  taken 
prisoners. 

In  conclusion,  I  again  assert  my  inability  to  do  justice  to  the  gallant 
conduct  of  the  officers  generally,  and  while  it  would  afford  me  great 
pleasure  to  mention  the  names  of  many  whose  conduct  fell  under  my 
personal  observation,  I  must  refrain  from  doing  so,  lest  by  omitting 
others  I  should  do  injustice  to  many  equally  as  meritorious.  Annexed 
is  a  list  of  the  casualties  in  my  regiment.* 

Respectfully  submitted. 

ADDISON  FABNSWOBTH, 
Lieut.  Col,  Commanding  Thirty-eighth  Regiment, 

Second  Scott  Life  Guard. 

Col.  J.  H.  H.  Ward. 

Comdg.  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Volunteers. 


No.  50. 

Report  of  Capt.  Richard  Arnold,  Fifth  U.  S.  ArUOery. 

Washington,  D.  0.,  July  25, 1861. 

Sib  :  In  compliance  with  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  operations  of  Light  Company  D,  Second  Artil- 
lery, in  the  battle  of  the  21st  instant,  at  Bull  Bun : 

The  brigade  to  which  my  battery  was  attached  halted,  on  arriving  to 
the  right  and  rear  of  the  enemy  to  rest  the  men  and  prepare  for  action, 
and  the  battery  was  placed  under  cover  in  a  ravine  to  await  further 
orders.  As  soon  as  the  brigades  in  advance  became  engaged,  I  was 
ordered  to  place  my  battery  to  the  left  and  rear,  to  guard  well  that  flank, 
aud  prevent  its  being  turned  and  the  enemy  gaining  our  rear.  Scarcely 
was  this  position  reached  when  orders  came  to  move  forward  as  quickly 
as  possible  to  the  support  of  Captain  Ricketts,  then  warmly  engaged  in 
front  and  in  great  peril.  The  pieces  were  immediately  Umbered,  and 
the  battery  run  up  under  whip  and  spur,  and  placed  in  position  about 
eight  hundred  yards  from  the  enemy's  lines,  to  support  and  give  confi- 
dence to  the  volunteers.  A  rapid  and  incessant  fire  was  kept  op  for 
one  hour  and  a  half,  throwing  at  least  four  hundred  rounds  of  shot, 
shell,  spherical  case,  and  some  canister,  and  I  was  informed  did  good 
execution.  Their  loss  from  artillery  must  have  been  very  heavy.  Dur- 
ing all  this  time  the  battery  was  exposed  to  a  severe  and  most  accurate 
artillery  fire. 

*  Embodied  in  division  retain,  p.  405. 
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Owing  to  the  great  loss  of  horses,  the  exhaustion  of  the  men.  and 
the  fear  that  I  should  not  be  able  to  bring  my  pieces  off  the  field,  the 
volunteers  supporting  me  having  left  the  position  assigned  them  very 
soon  after  I  commenced  firing,  I  was  induced,  after  consultation  with 
my  officers,  to  withdraw  to  the  left  and  rear,  when  Lieutenant  Barriger 
was  dispatched  to  Colonel  Heintzelman.  He  returned  without  finding 
him.  I  then,  in  the  absence  of  any  superior  officers,  moved  to  the  right, 
where  I  thought  I  could  be  of  great  service,  and  at  once  received  orders 
from  Captain  Fry  to  cover  the  retreat,  as  I  was  iuformed  the  order  to 
retreat  had  been  given. 

During  the  rest  of  the  day  I  commanded  the  left  section  and  brought 
up  the  rear,  the  right  section,  under  Lieutenant  Barriger,  being  in 
advance  of  the  regular  cavalry.  At  one  time  a  body  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry  threatened  our  rear,  -but  two  rounds  of  canister  dispersed  them, 
and  we  were  not  again  threatened  until  we  arrived  near  Cub  Bun,  when 
the  battery  was  exposed  to  a  severe  flank  and  enfilading  fire  from  artil- 
lery and  infantry  to  a  bridge  across  that  stream,  which  had  been  de- 
stroyed or  broken  in  by  the  advanced  trains  and  artillery.  Seeing  at 
once  that  it  was  impossible  to  push  forward  or  extricate  the  guns,  I 
gave  orders  to  spike  them  and  clear  as  many  horses  as  possible.  Had 
my  battery  not  been  detailed  in  the  rear,  it  might  have  been  saved :  but 
it  was  sacrificed  to  prevent  a  total  rout  and  great  loss,  which  would  cer- 
tainly have  ensued  had  not  the  display  of  cavalry  and  artillery  given 
the  impression  that  the  Army  was  retiring  in  good  order. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  the  officers  of  my  company, 
Lieutenants  Barriger  and  Throckmorton,  for  their  gallantry  and  effi- 
ciency during  the  action.   The  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates 

lantly. 

From  fifteen  to  twenty  horses  were  killed  and  wounded  on  the  battle- 
field and  at  Cub  Uun. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing .• 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  ARNOLD, 
Captain,  Fifth  Artillery,  Comdg.  Light  Co.  D,  Second  Artillery. 

To  the  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Second  Brigade. 


No.  61. 

Report  of  Col.  Oliver  0.  Howard,  Third  Maine  Infantry, 

Third  Brigade,  Third  Division. 


LDQUARTERS  THIRD  BRIGADE,  THIRD  DIVISION, 

Bush  Hill,  four  miles  from  Alexandria,  July  26,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  march, 
battle,  and  its  results,  so  far  as  concerned  my  brigade,  on  Sunday,  the 
21stin8tant: 

The  column  was  formed  at  2.30  a.  m.  in  rear  of  Colonel  Willcox's 
brigade,  about  a  mile  this  side  of  Centreville.  Here  we  waited  till 
the  sun  was  an  hour  high,  when  the  rear  of  Colonel  Willeox's  column 
began  to  move.   We  followed  with  the  usual  baitings  along  the  War- 

*  Embodied  iu  division  return,  p.  405. 
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ronton  turnpike  till  we  tamed  into  the  narrow  road  to  the  right.  Hero 
we  found  General  McDowell.  As  soon  as  my  leading  regiment  had 
passed  him  he  halted  the  brigade.  We  waited  in  this  place  till  near 
noon,  when  the  order  to  rejoin  your  division  was  received.  We  had 
marched  near  a  mile,  when  Captain  Whipple  met  us,  and  conducted  us 
along  the  same  road  that  you  had  passed.  We  turned  to  the  left,  and 
took  a  cross  road  before  reaching  the  road  you  took. 

When  we  came  into  the  open  plain  we  were  met  by  my  brigade  quar- 
termaster, Lieutenant  Burt,  who  had  preceded  us  on  to  the  field  of  battle. 
He  said,  "Colonel  Heintzelman  orders  you  to  move  at  double-quick."  I 
gave  the  order,  and  we  marched  nearly  a  mile  at  this  pace,  when  I  found 
the  men  so  much  exhausted  that  they  could  march  so  no  longer.  The 
rear  of  the  column,  having  lost  distances,  moved  much  of  the  time  at 
double-quick.  The  last  two  miles  the  head  of  the  column  marched  at 
quick  time.   Many  dropped  out  and  fainted  from  exhaustion. 

As  soon  as  we  reached  the  second  open  space  past  the  hospital  for 
wounded  men,  your  aide  met  me  and  ordered  that  I  should  move  across 
the  plain  into  the  valley  to  our  left,  and  there  form  line  and  march  up 
through  the  thicket,  to  support  a  battery.  Captain  Fry  also  reiterated 
the  same  instructions.  In  the  manner  indicated,  I  formed  the  first  line, 
composed  of  the  Fourth  Maine,  Colonel  Berry,  and  the  Second  Vermont 
Colonel  Whiting.  This  line  1  marched  up  the  hill.  When  we  cleared: 
the  thickets,  we  found  one  caisson,  and  Lieutenant  Eirby,  with  his  face 
covered  with  blood,  on  a  horse  that  had  been  shot  through  the  nose.  | 
My  line  passed  this  caisson,  and  just  as  the  Vermont  Second  gained  the 
crest  of  the  hill  the  order  to  fire  was  given.  The  Fourth  Maine,  which 
was  delayed  a  little  by  the  thicket,  then  came  up  into  line,  and  com- 
menced firing.  The  enemy's  battery  on  the  left,  and  the  one  on  the  right, 
that  soon  came  into  position,  with  the  showers  of  musket  balls  from  the 
front,  made  it  rather  warm  work  for  new  men:  but  they  stood  well,  or 
rallied  to  fire  between  twenty  and  thirty  rounds  per  man. 

After  the  first  line  had  been  formed,  and  was  well  at  work,  I  returned 
and  brought  up  the  second  line.  A  remnant  of  the  Fifth  Maine  and 
the  Third  Maine  composed  this  line.  A  part  of  the  Fifth  had  retreated, 
as  near  as  I  can  learn,  they  having  been  discomfited  by  our  own  cavalry 
and  by  a  cannon  ball  striking  their  flank.  Major  Staples,  with  the  Third 
Maine,  replaced  the  Vermont  Second ;  the  Fourth  Maine  continued  on 
the  field,  and  the  Fifth  Maine  (what  was  left — I  should  judge  about  the 
strength  of  four  companies)  took  the  extreme  right  Soon  this  line 
began  to  break  and  fall  back,  an  order  for  a  wing  to  retire  being  under- 
stood for  the  whole.  Major  Nickerson  I  noticed  then.  He  asked  me  if 
I  had  given  the  order  to  retire,  and  I  shook  my  head.  He  aided  me 
especially,  as  he  always  has  done,  in  rallying  the  command.  Colonel 
Dunnell  said  he  was  entirely  exhausted  and  could  hold  out  no  longer. 
Many  officers  strove  to  reform  ranks,  but  we  could  not  under  fire,  so  I 
gave  the  order  to  retire  under  cover  and  form.  The  order  to  retreat 
came  to  my  ears  before  I  left  the  field. 

There  was  very  little  organization  before  we  reached  Centreville, 
where  we  halted  for  an  hour.  At  Centreville  I  learned  that  you  were 
to  retreat.  I  marched  at  the  head  of  my  brigade  in  good  order  to  Fair- 
fax Court- House.  Here  we  lay  ou  our  arms  till  morning,  and  not  being 
able  to  ascertain  what  orders  were  intended  for  ns  from  conflicting 
statements,  I  continued  my  march  towards  Alexandria,  halted  at  Cler- 
mont, and  were  taken  to  Alexandria  by  cars  sent  out  for  the  purpose. 

As  to  conduct  on  the  field,  I  myself  noticed  Colonel  Berry,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Marshall,  and  Major  Nickerson,  whom  I  have  already  noticed; 
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also  Major  Staples  and  my  quartermaster,  Lieuteutant  Burt)  who  had 
volunteered  with  the  Third  Maine.  They  were  at  their  posts  and  doing 
their  duty.  Colonel  Whiting  was  at  his  post  when  I  left  for  the  second 
line,  and  I  refer  to  his  report  for  notice  of  his  field  and  other  officers. 
They  were  not  wanting.  Colonel  Dnnnell  1  have  previously  mentioned. 
I  noticed  Major  Hamilton  trying  to  rally  and  encourage  his  men.  I 
wish  particularly  to  speak  of  the  ready  and  fearless  manner  in  which 
my  aides,  Lieutenants  Buel  and  Mordecai,  assisted  me. 

My  brother,  Charles  H .  Howard,  gave  no  little  assistance  in  the  midst 
of  danger,  and  my  orderly,  John  Zantish ,  followed  me  closely,  fearless 
of  exposure.  I  shall  trust  to  the  commanders  of  regiments  to  do  justice 
to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  their  commands.  The  fallen  have  given 
their  lives,  and  deserve  the  highest  praise  for  their  good  conduct,  which 
is  all  we  can  send  of  comfort  to  their  stricken  families  at  home.  The 
readiness  of  these  soldiers  to  sacrifice,  themselves  for  their  country  de- 
served a  better  result.  Cod  grant  it  be  different  in  the  future. 

Herewith  please  find  a  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.9 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 
Colonel,  Commanding. 

P.  8. — I  wish  to  testify  to  one  thing  that  I  observed  on  that  memor- 
able  dav  and  have  since  ascertained  to  a  arreater  extent:  "The  best 
men  in  camp  are  the  best  in  the  field." 

0.  MoKeever, 

Cat)  tain  and,  AsxiMtant  Adjutant- General  WaAhinaton-  D  O 


No.  52. 

Report  of  Mai.  Henry  G.  Staples .  Third  Maine  Infantry 
Hdqrs.  Third  Regiment  Maine  Volunteer*, 

Clermont,  Vo.,  Juty  27, 1861. 

_.:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operation 
of  the  regiment  under  my  command,  Third  Maine  Volunteers,  at  the 
battle  at  Bull  Run,  Sunday,  July  21, 1861.  My  regiment  left  camp  at 
Centre ville  at  2.30  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  21st,  with  the  Third 
Brigade,  under  your  order.  After  a  tedious  march,  we  arrived  at  Bull 
Run,  to  within  half  a  mile  of  the  enemy'B  battery.  At  2  o'clock  p.  m. 
at  this  place  the  regiment  was  halted  undercover  of  the  woods  in  front, 
to  recover  from  their  fatigue.  After  remaining  in  this  position  some 
fifteen  minutes  we  were  ordered  into  line  of  battle,  and  proceeded  to 
engage  the  enemy.  They  were  marched  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  one-fourth 
of  a  mile  from  their  resting  place,  when  the  enemy's  battery  opened 
upon  us  from  the  right  with  terrible  effect.  The  men  stood  firm  in  their 
position,  firing  in  volleys  about  twenty  rounds  with  good  effect,  when 
they  retired  to  the  foot  of  the  hill,  reformed,  and  returned  to  the  en- 
counter. Finding  we  were  wholly  unsupported,  there  being  none  of 
our  troops  in  sight  and  no  batteries  to  assist  us,  we  again  retired,  after 
a  desperate  struggle  of  about  fifteen  minutes,  under  a  raking  fire  from 
the  batteries  of  the  enemy.  My  regiment  retired  from  the  field  over 
the  plain,  in  full  view  of  the  enemy,  in  good  order,  but  on  reaching  the 

*  Embodied  in  division  retain,  p.  406. 
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woods  became  somewhat  scattered.  They  soon  rallied,  however,  and 
marched  in  retreat  at  route  step  to  their  camp  at  Centre  ville. 

I  would  take  this  opportunity  to  mention  the  heroic  conduct  of  sev- 
eral officers  of  the  regiment,  and  particularly  of  Capt  B.  Burt,  of  the 
brigade  staff,  who  met  me  on  the  way  and  tendered  his  valuable  services 
to  act  in  capacity  of  adjutant.  He  deserves  the  hearty  support  and 
good-will  of  the  entire  regiment. 

Captain  Hesseltine,  before  leaving  camp  with  his  company,  engaged 
in  prayer,  and  was  heard  to  say  to  his  men,  "  Trust  in  God,  stand  by 
the  flag,  and  you  will  know  no  fear."  They  did  stand  by;  one  and  all, 
and  the  captain  cared  not  for  his  own  comfort,  but  ministered  to  the 
wants  of  the  wounded,  and  conducted  a  part  in  safety  to  the  camp. 

Captains  Sawyer,  Heath,  Lakeman,  and  Lieutenants  Hatch,  Hall, 
Wiggin,  Colson,  Johnson,  Watson,  Savage,  and  Harvey  evinced  true 
courage,  kept  their  positions  during  the  engagement  till  ordered  to  re- 
tire, anu  admin istered  to  the  wants  of  the  suffering. 

The  report  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  as  far  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained, is  as  follows.* 

•  •  •  •  •  •  ■ 

It  is  reported  that  some  of  the  missing  have  been  seen  in  Washington. 
With  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours, 

HENRY  G.  STAPLES, 
Major,  Commanding  Third  Regiment  Maine  Volunteers. 

Col.  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  XT*  8*  Army. 


No.  53. 

Report  of  Col  Hiram  G.  Berry,  Fourth  Maine  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Regiment  Maine  Volunteers, 

Clermont,  Va.,  July  26,  1861. 

Sir :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  my  regiment  now  in  quarters 
at  this  post  The  engagement  with  the  enemy  on  Sunday,  and  the  long 
march  incident  thereto,  have  exhausted  my  men,  and  some  time  must 
necessarily  elapse  before  the  regiment  will  be  fitted  for  active  duties. 
As  near  as  can  be  ascertained,  the  loss  in  killed  in  the  engagement  at 
Bull  Run  consists  of  two  commissioned  officers,  Lieutenant  Clark,  of 
Company  G  (Wiscasset),  and  Lien  tenant  Burd,  of  Company  P.  Two 
commissioned  officers  wounded.  Captain  Bean  and  Lieutenant  Huxford. 
Sergeant-Major  Chapman  killed;  twenty-eight  privates  killed  and 
thirty-three  wounded,  f  This  indeed  has  been  an  unfortunate  aflair  for 
this  regiment. 

I  herewith  hand  you  report  of  wants  for  regiment,  in  accordance  with 
order  so  to  do.  In  doing  so,  I  must  beg  leave  to  say  that  my  men  have 
no  confidence  whatever  in  the  kind  of  arms  with  which  we  are  now  par- 
tially supplied.  Had  they  been  properly  armed,  the  result  of  Sunday's 
loss  would  have  been  somewhat  different  It  will  take  some  time  to 
bring  the  regiment  up  to  that  state  of  confidence  in  the  managers  of  this 
war  that  it  had  prior  to  last  Sunday's  affair.   I  mention  these  things 


•  Embodied  in  division  return,  p.  406. 
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for  the  reasou  that  a  commander  should  know  all  the  fiicts  material  to 
the.  efficiency  of  his  command. 
Truly,  your  servant, 

n.  G.  BERRY, 
Colonel  Fourth  Regiment. 

Col.  O.  O.  Howard,  Commanding  Brigade. 


No.  54. 

Report  of  Col  Mark  H.  Bunnell,  Fifth  Maine  Infantry. 

Alexandria,  Ya.,  July  26,  18C1. 

Sir  :  The  Fifth  Regiment  of  Maine  Volunteers  is  now  in  quarters  in 
this  city.  It  came  to  this  place  with  the  rest  of  your  brigade  on  Mon- 
day. The  other  reports  which  have  been  called  for,  and  the  condition 
of  the  regiment,  have  not  allowed  me  time  to  report  the  action  of  the 
regiment  on  the  field  July  21,  and  as  you  were  an  eye-witness  of  its 
action,  I  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  make  so  great  haste  in  the 
preparation  of  this  report  I  deem  it  due  to  many  of  the  officers  of  my 
regiment  to  make  a  report. 

The  rapid  movement  of  our  men  for  many  miles  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action  completely  unfitted  them  for  the  labor  of  the 
action.  None  but  an  immediate  eye-witness  can  fully  realize  the  real 
sufferings  of  the  men  during  the  march.  The  best,  stoutest,  and 
bravest  men  failed,  and  fell  by  the  roadside.  The  colonel,  major,  and 
surgeon  were  on  the  field,  and  took  part  in  the  action  by  a  discharge 
of  their  respective  duties.  Captain  Scammon,  Company  H ;  Captain 
Thompson,  Company  D  j  Captain  Thomas,  Company  G ;  Captain  Sher- 
wood, Company  F ;  Captain  Goodwin,  Company  B,  and  Captain  Heald, 
Company  A,  were  each  with  their  respective  companies,  and  with  marked 
courage  and  self-possession  discharged  their  duties.  Captain  Noyes 
was  under  arrest.  Captain  Tobie  was  absent  on  furlough,  and  Captain 
Sawyer  and  Captain  Edwards  were  absent  by  reason  of  exhaustion 
caused  by  the  march.  Lieutenant  Barrows,  of  Company  C ;  Lieutenant 
Buckman,  of  Company  K ;  Lieutenant  Walker,  of  Company  G ;  Lieu- 
tenant Munson,  of  Company  H ;  Lieutenant  Sawyer,  of  Company  G ; 
Lieutenant  Walker,  of  Company  F,  and  Lieutenant  Millett,  of  Company 
A,  were  the  only  lieutenants  in  their  companies  at  the  time  of  the  action, 
and  these  officers  deserve  much  praise  for  the  heroic  manner  in  which 
they  met  duty.  Company  B  was  fully  officered  at  the  time  of  the  action. 
Captain  Goodwin  and  Lieutenants  Stevens  and  Pillsbury  were  all  pres- 
ent, and  it  is  to  be  reported  that  not  one  of  Company  B  was  killed  or 
mortally  wouuded.  Captain  Sherwood  was  badly  wounded  in  the  left 
arm  by  a  musket  ball.  Lieutenant  Kenniston,  Company  D,  was  wounded 
and  then  taken  prisoner.  Dr.  Buxton,  surgeon,  aud  hospital  stewards 
were  taken  by  the  enemy. 

The  officers  and  privates  of  the  regiment  are  in  great  need  of  rest, 
and,  when  fully  recruited,  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  ready  to  meet  any  of  the 
demands  which  may  be  made  upon  their  endurance  or  their  courage. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaut, 

MARK  H.  DUNNELL, 
Colonel  Fifth  Regiment  Maine  V.  M. 

Col  O.  O.  Howard, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade,  Third  Dilution. 
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No.  65. 

Report  of  Col.  Henry  Whiting,  Second  Vermont  Infantry. 

As  we  approached  the  field  we  met  many  ambulances  and  litters  with 
the  dying  and  wounded.  We  were  greeted  by  the  crowds  of  returning 
stragglers,  telling  us  to  hurry  on;  that  they  had  driven  them  a  mile. 
Meanwhile,  the  tact  that  we  saw  no  infantry  organized  gave  us  a  good 
deal  to  think  of  till  we  came  to  where  the  rifled  cannon  balls  fell  around. 
Then,  not  hearing  any  artillery  from  our  side,  the  fact  burst  upon  us 
that  all  of  the  troops,  except  our  brigade,  in  the  neighborhood  were 
routed. 

The  Second  Vermont  was  ordered  to  form  on  the  left  of  the  Maine 
Fourth.  Line  was  formed ;  we  marched  up  the  hill-side,  and  about  half 
the  distance  to  the  next  eminence,  about  two  hundred  yards  in  front, 
where  the  infantry  and  artillery  of  the  rebels  were  stationed  in  force. 
The  Vermont  Second  formed  in  line,  and  deliberately  fired  with  rapidity 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  rounds.  The  enemy  retreated  before  the  fire, 
upon  which,  and  the  fact  that  a  body  of  troops  came  up  to  fire  over  our 
heads,  the  commands  were  given  by  the  colonel,  "Cease  firing!  By 
the  right  flank,  right  face!  Forward,  march V*  but  on  account  of  the 
talk  and  the  confusion  created  by  others  coming  up  in  the  rear,  the 
command  was  not  heard  far  from  the  right.  The  right  company  marched 
to  the  right  a  short  distance,  when  it  was  discovered  that  a  battery  of 
rifled  cannon  was  so  planted  as  nearly  to  enfilade  our  regiment,  when  a 
retreat  was  ordered,  or,  in  other  words,  to  file  right,  which  would  have 
brought  us  off  the  field ;  but,  so  great  seemed  the  desire  to  continue  the 
fight  for  a  time,  my  directions  were  either  misunderstood  or  delayed  in 
execution,  [which]  kept  the  regiment  on  the  field  a  short  time  longer  than 
I  wished  it  to  have  remained. 

As  to  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy, 
they  exhibited  the  utmost  coolness  and  bravery.  The  Bennington  com- 
pany, with  its  excellent  rifles,  was  very  effective.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Stannard  stood  square  up  to  the  work,  as  well  as  Major  Joyce  and  Ad- 
jutant Ladd.  Captain  Hope,  notwithstanding  he  was  in  the  rear  during 
the  forced  march  with  his  company,  worked  very  effectively  to  the  last. 
Indeed,  all  of  the  officers  and  men  on  the  field  behaved  well ;  and  though 
some  gave  out  by  the  wayside  through  inability  to  proceed,  which,  when 
one  considers  the  trip,  would  wonder  that  so  many  could  proceed,  and 
none  but  those  in  good  health  could  possibly  have  made  the  march. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

HENRY  WHITING, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Second  Vermont  Regiment. 


No.  56. 

Reports  of  Col.  Dixon  S.  Miles,  Second  U.  S.  Infantry,  commanding  Fifth 

Division. 

[July  17, 1861.] 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  the  intersection  of  the 
old  Braddock  road  by  that  leading  from  Fairfax  Court-House  to  Fairfax 
Station  at  1.30  o'clock  p.  m.  to-day,  having  been  unable  to  accomplish 
the  march  by  the  time  specified  in  your  general  order  of  yesterday,  in 
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consequence  of  the  route  being  obstructed.  En  route  we  bad  some  three 
or  four  skirmishes,  the  last  one  being  within  three  miles  of  our  present 
camp. 

In  this,  so  far  as  is  ascertained,  one  officer  and  one  private  were 
slightly  and  one  private  seriously  wounded.  I  will  report  more  particu- 
larly as  to  this  when  the  official  returns  reach  me. 

The  obstructions  on  my  route  consisted  of  barricades,  some  of  them 
quite  extensive,  caused  by  felling  trees  across  the  road.  Within  a  mile 
of  my  present  position  we  came  upon  quite  an  extensive  earthwork, 
badly  constructed,  but  capable  of  considerable  defense.  The  parapet 
was  about  six  feet  thick,  revetted  with  poles,  with  a  command  of  several 
feet.  The  line  was  four  hundred  or  five  hundred  yards  in  length.  We 
found  this  work  deserted.  At  the  location  of  our  present  camp  I  found 
the  camp  of  the  Fifth  Begiment  Alabama  troops,  which  had  just  been 
deserted. 

I  would  report  that  Maj.  J.  G.  Barnard,  Engineers,  is  with  my  division. 
He  desires  me  to  inform  you  that  he  will  remain  with  it  to-morrow  unless 
you  otherwise  direct 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  S.  MILES, 
Colonel  Second  Infantry,  commanding  Fifth  Division. 

Oapt  James  B.  Pry, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Hdqrs.  Dep>t  N.  E.  Va. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Division,  Dep>t  N.  E.  Va., 

Centreville,  July  19, 1861. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  add  the  following  in  reference  to  the  skir- 
mish of  the  advanced  guard  of  my  division,  referred  to  in  my  report  of 
date  the  17th  instant 

In  this  action  two  companies,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  were  concerned, 
and  at  the  time  were  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Young, 
of  the  Eighteenth  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers.  The  fire  of  the 
enemy  opened  from  a  wood,  but,  as  during  the  engagement  he  was  not 
exposed,  I  cannot  report  his  number. 

The  wounded  of  my  division  are  as  follows :  Lieutenant  Groot,  Eight- 
eenth Eegiment  New  York  Volunteers,  in  left  hand,  slightly:  Sergeant 
Allen,  Company  A,  Eighteenth  New  York  Volunteers,  in  left  arm  and 
side,  severely;  Private  Waterson,  Company  A,  Eighteenth  New  York 
Volunteers,  in  thigh,  severely;  Private  McKinly,  Company  K,  Eight- 
eenth New  York  Volunteers,  in  leg,  slightly. 

I  would  invite  the  attention  of  the  general  commanding  to  the  ener- 
getic manner  in  which  Colonel  Young  discharged  his  duty.  Determined 
bravery  was  manifested  by  every  member  of  the  command  in  contact 
with  the  enemy. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

D.  S.  MILES, 
Colonel  Second  Infantry,  commanding  Fifth  Division. 

Capt  James  B.  Fry, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Hdqrs.  Detft  N.  E.  Va. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Division, 
Camp  near  Alexandria,  July  24,  1861. 

Sir  :  My  health  being  impaired  and  growing  worse,  if  I  delay  1  shall 
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uot  be  able  to  report  the  operations  of  my  division  on  the  21st  instant 
before  Bull  Bun.  Believing,  besides,  that  commanders  of  brigades  are 
directed  to  report  to  headquarters,  I  offer  the  following  for  the  consider 
at  ion  of  the  general  commanding : 

Pursuant  to  instructions,  the  brigades  of  Blenker  and  Davies,  soon 
after  daylight,  were  iu  readiness  to  march  and  take  position,  but  were 
prevented  from  so  doing  by  other  divisions  blocking  up  the  road.  I  dis- 
covered, however,  that  Davie8,  brigade  could  be  passed  to  the  left  and 
west  through  fields  to  Blackburn's  Ford.  Lieutenant  Prime,  Engineer 
officer,  conducted  the  brigade,  and  as  soon  as  possible  it  joined  Colonel 
Bichardson  before  the  crossing  of  this  ford  on  Bull  Bun.  Fire  was  then 
opened  by  Hunt's  battery,  supported  by  Bichardson's  brigade  on  the 
right.  Edwards'  20  pounder  rifled  guns  were  posted  on  the  left,  about 
six  hundred  yards  from  Bichardson's  position,  and  sustained  by  a  por- 
tion -of  Davies'  brigade.  Blenker's  brigade  took  position  at  Centreville, 
and  commenced  throwing  up  intrenchments— -one  regiment  being  located 
at  the  former  work  of  the  enemy,  one  to  the  west  of  the  town  6n  the 
Warrenton  road,  and  two  on  the  heights  towards  Bull  Run.  With  these 
last  regiments  were  first  placed  Tidball's  and  Greene's  batteries,  Greene's 
afterwards  being  removed  to  Bichardson's  position,  in  consequence  of 
notification  being  sent  by  that  officer  that  about  2,000  of  the  enemy  were 
about  to  attack  him,  and  that  he  required  more  artillery. 

I  may  here  remark  that  some  difference  existed  in  the  order  given 
Lieutenant  Prime  and  myself  in  regard  to  the  defensive  works  to  be 
thrown  up,  and  also  as  to  the  quantity  of  tools  he  was  to  receive  j  my 
orders  being,  by  the  lientenanf  s  advice,  to  intrench  Centreville ;  his, 
from  Major  Barnard,  to  throw  up  works  at  Blackburn's  Ford.  No 
tools  came  forward  but  the  small  amount  Lieutenant  Prime  had  of  his 
own.  These  be  took  to  Bichardson's  position,  commenced  a  battery, 
and  made  several  hundred  yards  of  abatis.  Blenker,  with  his  pioneers, 
improved  and  extended  the  works  at  Centreville  left  by  the  enemy. 

It  was  soon  reported  that  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Begiinent  had 
left  at  its  encampment  a  battery  of  field  guns.  For  this  Colonel  Blenker 
offered  to  organize  a  company  of  experienced  European  artillerists,  which 
I  accepted.  The  captain's  name,  I  regret,  I  have  forgotten,  as  I  should 
recommend  his  having  permanent  command  of  the  guns  in  question. 
He  is  an  efficient  officer.* 

So  soon  as  I  completed  my  arrangements  with  Blenker  I  visited 
Colonel  Bichardson  ;  found  him  in  proper  position,  and  effectively  at 
work,  Hunt's  and  Edwards'  batteries  being  in  good  position.  There 
was  no  evidence  of  the  enemy  immediately  about  the  ford  until  after 
the  first  opening  of  the  fire,  when  he  fled  from  barns  and  houses  in  the 
vicinity.  I  then,  after  ordering  proper  supports  for  the  batteries  and 
placing  a  reserve  force  in  position,  returned  to  Centreville,  finding  all 
quiet  and  the  troops  at  work.  Remaining  here  some  time,  I  returned 
to  Bichardson  w^e  n  it  was  surmised  that  there  was  no  enemy  at  that 
place,  and  found  the  ammunition  of  the  batteries  rapidly  diminishing. 
I  ordered  from  the  brigades  a  few  skirmishers  to  go  forward  and  exam- 
ine the  ford,  determined,  if  I  could  cross,  to  do  so,  and  endeavor  to  cut 
the  line  of  travel  pursued  by  retreatiug  and  advancing  detachments 
of  the  enemy.  The  line  of  skirmishers  had  barely  entered  the  woods 
when  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  was  discovered  concealed  by  breast- 

•This  paragraph  refers  to  the  field  battery  belongingto  the  Eighth  New  York  State 
Militia,  which  was  manned  by  detachments  from  the  Eighth  and  Twenty-ninth  New 
York  Infantry,  under  Capt.  Charles  Book  wood,  of  the  latter  regiment  (See  Colonel 
Blenker's  report,  p.  426. ) 
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works.  He  opened  fire,  which  was  handsomely  re  turned.  Iii  thiB  affair 
three  of  the  Sixteenth  New  York  Volunteers  were  wounded.  The  flkir- 
mishers  report  the  force  of  the  enemy  greatly  damaged  by  Greene's 
battery.  I  made  no  other  attempt  on  this  ford,  my  orders  being  on  no 
account  to  get  into  a  general  engagement. 

As  I  was  again  returning  to  Blenker's  position.  I  received  the  notice  to 
telegraph  to  Washington,  which  I  found  had  been  done  by  Lieutenant  Men- 
dell,  topographical  engineer,  on  my  staff,  and  who  was  compelled  by  Ill- 
ness to  remain  at  my  headquarters.  It  was  at  this  time  the  order  was 
received  to  post  two  brigades  on  the  Warrenton  turnpike  at  the  bridge. 
I  without  delay  sent  a  staff  officer  to  order  forward  Davies'  brigade,  but 
whilst  this  officer  was  executing  my  instructions  Davies  sent  word  he 
wanted  a  reserve  regiment  forward— that  the  enemy,  some  3,000,  was  at- 
tempting to  turn  his  Bank.  The  staff  officer,  therefore,  properly'suspended 
the  giving  of  my  order,  and  immediately  reported  the  fact  to  me,  and  this 
caused  me  to  advance  but  the  one  brigade  (Bleu kefs )  to  the  position  on 
the  Warrenton  pike.  Blenker's  advance  to  that  point  was  soon  impeded 
by  fugitives  from  the  battle-field.  When  these  were  passing  my  head- 
quarters I  endeavored  to  rally  them,  but  my  efforts  were  vain. 

The  attack  on  Davies7  position  caused  painful  apprehension  for  the 
safety  of  the  left  flank  of  the  Army,- and  deeming  it  of  the  first  im- 
portance that  my  division  should  occupy  the  strongest  position,  I  sent 
instruction  to  Davies  and  Richardson  to  have  their  brigades  fall  back 
on  Centreville.  I  then  followed  Blenker's  brigade  to  see  if  it  was  in 
position,  when  I  was  informed  the  commanding  general  had  passed.  I 
then  returned  to  Centreville,  and  found  Davies1  and  Richardson's  brig- 
ades arriving,  and  commenced  placing  them  in  position — Richardson's 
brigade,  with  Greene's  battery,  being  placed  about  one-half  mile  in 
.advance  of  Centreville  heights,  his  line  of  battle  facing  Blackburn's 
Ford.  In  rear  of  Richardson's  I  posted  two  regiments  behind  fences  as 
a  support  for  the  first  line,  and  still  farther  in  rear  and  on  the  heights 
I  placed  Hunt's  and  Edwards'  batteries,  two  of  Davies'  regiments  being 
in  reserve  to  support  these.  I  then  followed  Blenker;  found  Tidball's 
battery  in  admirable  position,  supported  by  the  Garibaldi  Guard  .Blenker, 
with  three  remaining  regiments  and  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Battery,* 
being  in  advance.  Having  great  confidence  in  his  judgment  and  troops,  I 
returned  to  Centreville  heights  to  await  events,  when  I  found  all  my  defen- 
sive arrangements  changed.  Not  knowing  who  had  done  this,  and  seeing 
Colonel  Richardson  giving  different  positions  to  my  troops,  I  asked  by 
what  authority  he  was  acting,  when  he  told  me  he  had  instructions 
from  my  superior  officer.  I  soon  thereafter  met  the  commanding  gen- 
eral, and  complained  of  this  change.  The  general's  arrangements  were  com- 
pleted, and  left  me  without  further  control  of  the  division.  At  the  time 
the  attack  was  made  on  Davies'  flank  the  regiments  of  the  brigade 
engaged  performed  their  duty  gallantly.  The  batteries  of  Hunt  and 
Edwards,  opening  fire,  did  great  damage  to  the  advancing  troops  of  the 
enemy,  soon  repulsing  them.  I  am  grieved  that  in  this  engagement  a 
brave  and  accomplished  young  officer,  Lieut.  Presley  O.  Craig,  of  the 
Second  Regiment  Artillery,  and  who  was  attached  to  Hunt's  battery, 
was  almost  instantly  killed.  Several  of  theJNew  York  volunteers  were 
wounded.   I  have  not  the  reports  relative  thereto. 

Blenker's  brigade,  whilst  on  the  Warrenton  road,  was  charged  by  cav- 
alry, but  by  a  prompt  and  skillful  fire  he  emptied  several  saddles,  and 
relieved  himself  from  further  annoyance.  This  summary  embraces  the 
operations  of  my  division  up  to  the  evening  of  the  21st. 

•Seenoto  on  p.  424. 
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Before  elosiug  permit  me  to  name  and  do  justice  to  my  staff,  whose 
assiduity  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  and  untiring  exertions 
throughout  the  day  deserve  all  the  commendation  I  am  able  to  bestow, 
viz :  Captain  Vincent,  assistant  adjutant-general ;  Lieutenant  Prime, 
Engineer;  Lieutenant  McMillan,  adjutant  Second  Infantry  and  acting 
inspector-general :  Assistant  Surgeon  Woodward,  medical  director ;  and 
Major  Ritchie,  New  York  Volunteers,  my  aide-de-camp.  Lieutenant 
Mendell,  Topographical  Engineers,  was  quite  ill  during  the  day  and 
thereby  prevented  from  being  with  me.  Lieutenant  Hawkins,  Second 
Infantry,  division  quartermaster,  and  Lieutenant  Gushing,  Second  In- 
fantry, my  aide,  were  absent  on  detached  service  for  supplies,  &c,  and 
had  performed  their  duty,  and  were  within  two  miles  of  Centreville  when 
they  met  our  Army  crowding  the  road.  My  brigade  commanders, 
Blenker,  Davies,  and  Richardson,  admirably  performed  their  respective 
duties.  My  remarks  apply  also  to  their  officers  aud  men.  The  batteries 
of  Major  Hunt,  Captain  Tidball,  and  Lieutenants  Edwards  and  Greene 
handsomely  executed  all  required  of  them. 

In  closing  this  report.  1  would  make  a  personal  allusion  to  my  condi- 
tion during  the  day.   I  had  lost  my  rest  the  two  nights  previous,  was 
sick,  had  eaten  nothing  during  the  day,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  great 
responsibility  resting  on  me  should  have  been  in  bed. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  S.  MILES, 
Colonel  Second  Infantry,  Commanding  Fifth  Division. 

Capt  James  B.  Fry, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Hdqrs.  Dept.  N.  E.  Va. 


in  the  F\fth  Dituion.  Army  (Union)  of  Northeastern  Virginia,  at  the 
battle  of  Bull  Bun,  July  21,  1861. 


Eighth  New  York  

Twenty-ninth  Now  York  

Thirty -ninth  New  York  


Total  First  Brigade  •  ••••••••  |ffff|flMIM»l«IMMM 

Sixteenth  New  York 


Killed.      Wounded.  Miaeing. 


15 


1 

16 


7 

35 
54 


96 


97 


11 
46 
«1 


118 


1 

2 


No.  57. 

Report  of  Col.  Louis  Blenker,  Eighth  New  York  Infantry,  commanding 

txtsz  rirtyuac,  rijin  jjiwstvn. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  Fifth  Division, 

Booth's  Mill  Camp,  Va.,  August  4, 1861. 

:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the 
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operations  of  the  First  Brigade,  Fifth  Division,  during  and  after  the 
action  near  Bull  Bun,  on  the  21st  ultimo : 

Pursuant  to  the  orders  of  Colonel  Miles,  the  brigade  advanced  from 
the  camp  and  took  their  assigned  position  on  the  heights  east  of  Cen- 
treville  about  daybreak :  The  Eighth  Regiment  New  York  State  Volun- 
teers, commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Stahel,  on  the  left  of  the  road 
leading  from  Centreville  to  Fairfax  Court- House;  the  Twenty-ninth 
Begiment  New  York  State  Volunteers,  commanded  by  Colonel  Steinwehr, 
on  the  right  of  the  same  road,  both  fronting  towards  the  east ;  the  Gari- 
baldi  Guard,  commanded  by  Colonel  Utassy,  formed  a  right  angle  with 
the  Twenty-ninth  Regiment ,  fronting  to  the  south.  The  artillery  at- 
tached to  the  brigade  occupied  the  following  positions  :  The  battery  of 
Captain  Tidball  stood  in  front  of  the  left  wing  of  the  Garibaldi  Guard; 
three  pieces  left  in  Centreville  were  placed  near  the  right  wing  of  the 
Twenty-ninth  Begiment;  three  others  on  the  left  wing  of  the  Eighth 
Begiment,  where  intrenchments  were  thrown  up  by  the  pioneers  at- 
tached to  the  brigade.  The  last-named  six  pieces  were  served  by  ex- 
perienced artillerists  detached  from  the  Twenty-ninth  and  Eighth 
Regiments.  The  Twenty-seventh  Begiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
Colonel  Einstein,  was  detached  to  the  village  of  Centreville  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  headquarters  and  hospital.  Four  companies  of  the 
Twenty -ninth  Regiment  were  detached  in  front  of  our  position  towards 
the  road  from  Union  Mills,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  outflanking,  un- 
observed, the  left  wing  of  the  Army. 

During  this  time  I  received  the  order  to  disarm  one  company  of  the 
Twelfth  Regiment^,  which  was  promptly  executed  by  two  companies  of 
the  Eighth  Begiment  New  York  State  Volunteers.  In  this  position  the 
brigade  remained  until  about  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  I  received  orders  to 
advance  upon  the  road  from  Centreville  to  Warrenton.  This  order  was 
executed  with  great  difficulty,  as  the  road  was  nearly  choked  up  by  the 
retreating  baggage  wagons  of  several  divisions,  and  by  the  vast  numbers 
of  flying  soldiers  belonging  to  various  regiments.  Nevertheless,  owing 
to  the  coolness  of  the  commanding  officers  and  the  good  discipline  of  the 
men,  the  passage  through  the  village  was  successfully  executed  and 
the  further  advance  made  with  the  utmost  precision,  and  I  was  thus 
enabled  to  take  a  position  which  would  prevent  the  advance  of  the 
enemy  and  protect  the  retreat  of  the  Army.  The  Eighth  Begiment  took 
position  one  and  a  "half  miles  south  of  Centreville,  on  both  sides  of  the 
road  leading  to  Bull  Bun.  The  Twenty -ninth  Begiment  stood  half  a  mile 
behind  the  %Eighth,  en  echiquier  by  companies.  The  Garibaldi  Guard 
stood  as  reserve  in  line  behind  the  Twenty-ninth  Begiment. 

The  retreat  of  great  numbers  of  flying  soldiers  continued  till  9  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  the  great  majority  in  wild  confusion,  but  few  in  collected 
bodies.  Soon  afterwards  several  squadrons  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  ad- 
vanced along  the  road  and  appeared  before  the  outposts.  They  were 
challenged  by  "Who  comes  there  t "  and  remaining  without  any  answer, 
I  being  just  present  at  the  outposts,  called,  "Union  forever."  Where- 
upon the  officer  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  commanded. "  En  avant;  en  avant. 
Knock  him  down."  Now  the  skirmishers  fired,  when  the  enemy  turned 
around,  leaving  several  killed  and  wounded  on  the  spot.  About  nine 
prisoners,  who  were  already  in  their  hands,  were  liberated  by  this  action. 
Afterwards  we  were  several  times  molested  from  various  sides  by  the 
enemy's  cavalry. 

At  about  midnight  the  command  to  leave  the  position  and  march  to 
Washington  was  given  by  General  McDowell.  The  brigade  retired  in 
perfect  order,  and  ready  to  repel  any  attack  on  the  road  from  Centre- 
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ville  to  Fairfax  Court-House,  Aunaudalo  to  Washington.  Besides  the 
six  guns  which  were  mounted  by  our  men,  and  thereby  preserved  to 
our  Army,  the  Eighth  Regiment  brought  in  safety  two  Union  colors 
left  behind  by  soldiers  on  the  field  of  battle.  The  officers  and  men  did 
their  duty  admirably,  And  the  undersigned  commander  deems  it  his 
duty  to  express  herewith  officially  his  entire  satisfaction  with  the  con- 
duct of  his  brigade.  The  three  regiments  (the  Eighth,  Twenty-ninth, 
and  Garibaldi  Guard)  arrived  in  Washington  in  .good  order  at  6  o'clock 
last  night,  after  a  fatiguing  march  of  nineteen  hours.  The  loss  of  the 
brigade  amounts  to  fifteen  or  twenty  killed  and  wounded  at  the  out- 
posts. Thus  far  my  report  of  the  action  taken  by  my  brigade  in  the 
engagement  on  the  unfortunate  day  at  Bull  Bun  in  a  military  point  of 
view.  It  was  my  intention,  although  there  were  in  some  instances  prom- 
inent features  of  action  on  the  part  of  officers  and  men,  to  defer  a  final 
report  of  these  facts  for  a  better  and  more  suitable  opportunity,  on 
account  of  the  very  unfortunate  result  of  the  battle.  I  have  iead  since 
so  many  reports  in  newspapers,  where  many  a  high  commanding  officer 
pretends  to  have  been  in  the  very  rear  with  his  brigade  or  regiment  at 
the  retreat,  that  I  am  obliged  to  repeat  in  the  most  absolute  terms  that, 
according  to  my  order,  all  regiments,  artillery,  and  stragglers  had  passed 
my  arriere  guard  at  Centreville  and  the  last  artillery  at  Fairfax  Oourt- 
House,  and  that  the  brigade  under  my  command  not  until  order  was 
received  by  General  McDowell  marched  across  Long  Bridge  into  Wash- 
ington. 

I  have  to  add,  in  conclusion,  that  the  Twenty -seventh  Regiment  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers,  with  the  exception  of  Company  K,  Captain  Men- 
ninger,  which  was  on  guard  duty  in  Centreville  village  at  headquarters 
and  under  order  to  escort  Colonel  Miles'  train,  retired  from  Centreville 
at  about  11  o'clock  without  any  orders  from  me,  and  proceeded  to  Wash- 
ington. 

LOUIS  BLENKER, 
Colonel,  Commanding  First  Brigade,  Fifth  Division. 

Brigadier-General  McDowell, 


No.  58. 

Reports  of  Col  Thomas  A.  Davits,  Sixteenth  New  York  Infantry,  com- 
manding Second  Brigade,  Fifth  Division. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Fifth  Division, 
Troops  Department  Northeastern  Virginia,  July  25, 1861. 

Sib  :  In  accordance  with  circular  of  the  23d  instant,  Headquarters 
Troops  Department  Northeastern  Virginia,  I  have  the  honor  of  report- 
ing the  proceedings  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Fifth  Division,  at  the  battle 
of  Blackburn's  Ford,  six  miles  from  the  battle  of  Bull  Bun,  on  the  21st 
instant.  The  Fifth  Division,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Miles,  con- 
sisting of  the  First  and  Second  Brigades.  Richardson's  brigade,  and 
Greene's  and  Hunt's  light  batteries,  formed  the  left  wing  of  the  troops 
in  action.  The  First  Brigade,  Colonel  Blenker,  occupied  during  the  day 
the  heights  of  Centreville,  and  were  not  engaged  with  the  enemy.  The 
Second  Brigade,  under  my  command,  was  in  readiness  to  march  from 
camp  at  2.30  a.  m.,  but  the  road  was  so  blocked  with  moving  troops  that 
my  brigade  shortly  after  daylight  took  a  parallel  route  through  the 


Chat.  IX] 


THE  BULL  RUN  CAMPAIGN. 


429 


fields,  Greene's  battery  in  advance,  till  it  struck  the  road  leading  to 
Blackburn's  Ford,  about  one  mile  south  of  Centreville.  At  this  point 
Colonel  Miles  gave  me  directions  to  assume  the  command  of  Richard- 
son's brigade,  and  to  take  position  in  front  of  the  batteries  at  Black- 
burn's Ford  on  and  near  the  battle  ground  of  the  18th  instant,  and 
make  the  demonstration  of  attack,  in  pursuance  of  General  McDowell's 
orders.  I  immediately!  ordered  forward  the  two  20-ponnder  rifled  guns 
of  Hunt's  battery,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Edwards,  into  an  open 
field,  about  eighty  yards  east  of  the  road  from  Centreville  to  Bull  fym 
and  on  a  line  with  the  place  where  our  batteries  were  playing  on  the 
18th  instant,  and  about  fifteen  hundred  yards  from  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries at  Blackburn's  Ford,  and  commenced  a  rapid  firing.  I  ordered 
the  Eighteenth  Regiment  forward  as  a  protection  to  this  battery,  in  the 
open  field,  and  formed  liue  of  battle  facing  the  enemy,  the  Thirty- 
second  Regimeut  beiug  held  in  reserve  on  the  road  just  in  rear. 

Having  ascertained  from  my  guide  that  there  was  a  road  without 
obstruction  leading  from  the  Centreville  road  to  the  east,  and  then 
bearing  off  toward  the  south  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy's  position, 
and  which  could  be  seen  about  half  a  mile  distant  to  the  east  from 
Lieutenant  Edwards'  battery,  I  ordered  the  Sixteenth  and  Thirty- first 
Regiments  New  York  Volunteers  on  to  this  road  at  its  junction  with  the 
Centreville  road ;  one  regiment  deployed  along  the  road  a  considerable 
distance,  and  the  other  remaining  in  column  to  protect  two  guns  of 
Hunt's  battery  which  I  ordered  to  be  stationed  at  that  point  I  then 
gave  orders  to  Colonal  Richardson  to  make  such  arrangements  with  re- 
gard  to  the  defense  of  the  position  in  front  of  the  enemy's  batteries  at 
Blackburn's  Ford  (the  immediate  battle  ground  of  the  18th  instant)  as 
in  his  judgment  the  emergency  of  the  moment  might  require.  At  this 
juncture,  being  about  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  finding  the  ammunition  for 
the  20-pounder  rifle  guns  was  fast  running  out,  and  having  accomplished, 
in  my  judgment,  from  the  movement  of  the  troops  opposite,  which  we 
could  plainly  see,  the  demonstration  ordered,  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Ed- 
wards to  cease  firing. 

About  11  o'clock  Colonel  Miles  came  on  the  ground,  informing  me  that 
ho  had  ordered  forward  the  Sixteenth  and  Thirty-first  Regiments  from 
the  positions  in  which  I  had  previously  placed  them,  and  also  the  two 
guns  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Piatt,  and  had  also  ordered  forward 
the  other  two  guns  of  Hunt's  battery  into  the  open  field  where  Lieuten- 
ant Edwards'  guns  had  beeu  firing,  and  ordered  the  Eighteenth  Regi- 
ment back  out  of  the  open  field  into  the  woods  on  the  Centreville  road 
as  a  reserve.  The  Thirty-second  Regiment,  by  Colonel  Miles'  order,  re- 
mained as  a  reserve  in  column  on  the  Centreville  road,  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  in  rear.  Colonel  Miles  then  ordered  me  to  continue 
the  firiug  without  regard  to  ammunition,  which  I  did  till  I  received  an 
order  to  stop,  about  two  hours  later.  As  soon  as  Colonel  Miles  left  me 
again  in  command  1  sent  back  the  brigade  corps  of  pioneers  to  the 
back  road,  whence  the  two  regiments  had  been  removed,  with  instruc- 
tions to  fell  trees  and  completely  block  the  road,  which  they  effectually 
did.  We  had  during  the  afternoon  unmistakable  evidence  that  a  large 
column  of  cavalry  and  infantry  had  attempted  to  take  us  in  rear  by 
means  of  this  road,  for  when  they  were  returning,  having  been  stopped 
by  the  fallen  trees,  Major  Hunt,  with  his  howitzers,  and  Lieutenant 
Greene  aud  Lieutenant  Edwards,  with  their  rifled  guns,  poured  a  heavy 
fire  into  their  column,  the  effect  of  which  we  could  not  ascertain,  but  it 
must  have  been  destiuctive,  as  the  distance  was  only  from  a  half  to 
three-quarters  of  a  mile. 
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In  the  course  of  the  day  two  companies,  and  later  four  companies,  oi 
the  Thirty-first  and  two  of  the  Sixteenth  were,  by  Colonel  Miles'  order, 
thrown  forward  to  feel  the  enemy's  strength  to  the  front  and  left  in  the 
direction  of  Bull  Bun.  They  found  the  enemy  posted  in  the  woods,  and 
were  recalled.   They  reported  having  killed  several  of  the  rebel  scouts. 

The  afternoon,  till  about  4  o'clock,  was  passed  in  great  inactivity,  ex- 
cept the  firing  by  the  rifled  cannon  at  moving  columns  of  the  enemy  at 
great  distances.  I  had  seen  unmistakable  evidences  in  the  afternoon, 
by  clonds  of  dust,  &c,  of  the  concentration  of  the  enemy's  troops  on  our 
left,  but  received  peremptory  orders  from  Colonel  Miles  to  hold  the  posi- 
tion and  remain  there  all  night.  He  then  left  me  in  command  for  the 
night,  and  I  immediately  began  to  prepare  for  an  attack.  I  threw  out 
two  companies  of  skirmishers  in  the  woods  to  our  rear,  and  ordered  the 
Thirty-second  forward  to  support  them. 

About  4  o'clock  we  saw  the  enemy  approaching  down  a  gorge  leading 
into  a  valley  which  lay  directly  to  our  left,  about  five  hundred  yards 
distant.  The  field  in  which  I  was  ordered  to  remain  was  inclosed  on 
two  sides  by  dense  woods,  and  covered  by  light  bushes  on  the  side  to- 
ward the  said  valley  on  the  left.  After  the  enemy  was  discovered  filing 
into  the  valley,  no  movement  was  made  for  some  time.  When  it  was 
supposed  from  the  appearance  of  things  that  the  last  of  the  column  was 
entering  the  valley,  I  ordered  all  the  artillery  (six  pieces)  to  change 
front  to  the  left,  but  not  to  fire  till  the  rear  of  the  column  showed  itself. 
I  placed  the  artillery  with  a  company  of  infantry  between  each  piece, 
and  changed  the  battle  front  of  the  two  regiments  (the  Sixteenth  and 
Thirty-first)  supporting  the  artillery  to  the  left,  and  on  a  line  with  the 
artillery,  and  ordered  every  man  to  lie  down  and  reserve  his  fire.  Dur- 


troops  were  still  advancing  down  the  hill,  four  abreast  and  at  right 
shoulder  shift.  I  gave  orders  to  Lieutenant  Edwards,  when  I  saw  the 
rear  of  the  column,  to  give  it  a  solid  20-pounder  shot,  which  he  did, 
knocking  a  horse  and  his  rider  into  the  air,  and  starting  on  a  double- 
quick  the  rear  of  the  column  into  the  valley.  I  then  ordered  the  whole 
artillery  to  pour  grape  and  canister  into  the  valley,  and  at  every  fire 
there  went  up  a  tremendous  howl  from  the  enemy.  During  all  this  time 
the  enemy  poured  volleys  of  musketry  over  the  heads  of  our  prostrate 
men.  This  firing  continued  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  minutes.  A  por- 
tion of  the  enemy  rushed  into  a  barn,  and  well-directed  shots  brought 
out  what  was  left  in  great  haste.  The  whole  force  of  the  enemy,  con- 
sisting, as  nearly  as  I  could  estimate  from  the  time  of  their  passage  at 
one  point  and  from  what  I  cau  find  out,  of  3,000  infantry  and  2,000 
cavalry,  was  utterly  dispersed.  A  small  number  of  the  dispersed  troops 
came  up  into  the  edge  of  the  field  in  the  bush  (from  the  number  of  shots 
fired,  amounting  probably  to  about  fifty),  and  fired  five  volleys  at  our 
prostrate  men,  but  did  not  succeed  in  drawing  a  shot  from  them  in  re- 


It  having  been  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  left  the  field,  from  their 
having  ceased  firing,  and  from  seeing  them  run  through  the  bushes  in 
every  direction,  and  hearing  at  the  same  time  that  our  troops  were  fall- 
ing back  on  Centreviile,  I  received  orders  by  an  aide  from  Colonel  Miles, 
who  was  in  Centreviile,  to  fall  back  on  Centreviile  and  encamp.  I  im- 
mediately went  over  to  give  the  same  order  to  Richardson's  brigade  on 
the  Centreviile  road,  and  also  to  Greene's  battery,  but  found  they  had 
left  some  time  before  by  Colonel  Miles'  order  through  an  aide.  The 
Thirty-first  Regiment,  under  Colonel  Pratt,  filed  out  of  the  field  in  rear 
of  the  artillery,  and  the  Sixteenth  followed,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel 


ing  the  whole  time  that  this  order 


being  carried  out  the  enemy's 


turn. 
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Marsh,  each  in  perfect  order,  not  having  fired  a  gnn  at  the  enemy.  The 
Eighteenth  and  Thirty-second  Regiments  were  ordered  by  me  to  fall 
back  on  Centreville,  which  they  did  in  good  order,  and  my  entire  brig- 
ade, together  with  Hunt's  battery,  fell  back  on  Centreville  heights 
without  the  least  confusion  and  in  perfect  order,  and  assumed  positions 
under  the  direct  command  of  General  McDowell,  who  sent  a  major,  an 
aide,  to  me,  directing  that  my  regiments  should  fall  in  in  accordance  with 
his  express  orders.  The  entire  left  wing  was  then  in  complete  order,  and 
every  man  in  his  place.  Having  received  this  order  from  General  Mc- 
Dowell, I  left  my  command,  and  went  to  Centreville  Centre  to  look  after 
the  sick  and  wounded  and  my  own  baggage  train.  I  returned  immedi- 
ately to  my  command,  and  found  that  Colonel  Miles  had  been  superseded, 
and  received  an  order  from  General  McDowell  to  take  command  of  the 
left  wing,  which  I  did,  encamping  on  the  ground,  when  the  order  came 
for  a  retrograde  movement  to  fall  back  on  Fairfax  Court- House.  I 
formed  my  brigade,  the  Sixteenth  first,  Greene's  battery  next,  the  Eight- 
eenth, Thirty-first,  and  Thirty-second  following,  and  marched  them  to- 
wards Fairfax  Court-House.  I  found  Blenker's  brigade  about  two  miles 
on  the  road,  in  order  on  each  side  of  it,  at  "  parade  rest."  I  communi- 
cated with  Colonel  Blenker,  and  found  that  he  had  received  direct  orders 
from  General  McDowell  to  bring  up  the  rear  and  prevent  any  attack 
by  the  enemy.  My  brigade  then  continued  its  march,  and  arrived  in 
camp  at  Alexandria,  and  were  in  perfect  condition  on  Monday,  every 
regiment,  as  I  understand,  having  an  evening  parade,  and  prepared  for 
duty.  Greene's  battery  went  on  to  Arlington,  from  which  place  I  re- 
called it  here  yesterday,  and  the  brigade  now  stands  complete  as  before 
the  battle,  with  the  exception  of  the  list  of  casualties  herewith  inclosed, 
amounting  to  Lieutenant  Craig,  of  Hunt's  battery,  killed,  and  two  pri- 
vates wounded  (one  seriously  and  one  slightly),  and  one  private  taken 
prisoner. 

In  respect  to  the  conduct  of  the  officers  under  my  command  on  the 
21st,  I  cannot  say  too  much  of  the  practical  and  industrious  persever- 
ance of  Colonel  Richardson,  who  commanded  his  brigade  on  the  Cen- 
treville road,  who  made  important  impromptu  defenses  in  felling  trees, 
and  by  temporary  fortifications  across  the  road,  which,  although  they 
were  not  required  from  the  direction  of  the  attack,  would  have  proved 
of  immense  value  under  other  circumstances.  His  persevering  energy 
during  the  day  was  untiring,  and  1  am  indebted  to  him  for  valuable 
suggestions  as  to  positions  and  defense. 

To  Major  Hunt  and  Lieutenant  Edwards,  who  commanded  the  batter- 
ies on  the  left,  any  words  that  I  can  use  will  fall  far  short  of  expressing 
the  beauty  with  which  they  handled  their  pieces  and  the  rapidity  and 
precision  of  their  fire.  It  was  the  most  surprisingly  beautiful  display 
of  skill  ever  witnessed  by  those  present 

As  to  lieutenant  Greene,  who  had  charge  of  the  rifled  guns  on  the 
right,  and  was  more  immediately  under  the  eyes  of  Colonel  Richardson, 
I  can  state,  from  my  own  observations,  that  the  cool  and  deliberate 
manner  in  which  he  commanded  his  battery  on  that  and  on  previous 
occasions  assure  me  that  he  is  entitled  to  more  praise  than  his  modest 
report,  which  I  herewith  inclose,  would  induce  [No.  61]. 

As  to  Colonel  Jackson,  commanding  the  Eighteenth  Regiment,  I  can 
state  that  during  the  momiug,  while  he  was  in  the  face  of  the  enemy, 
discharging  picket  duty,  and  in  line  of  battle,  he  and  his  command  be- 
haved with  coolness  and  bravery,  and  was  relied  upon  in  the  afternoon 
as  preserve  with  great  confidence. 

Colonel  Pratt,  commanding  the  Thirty-first  regiment,  and  Lieutenant- 
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Colonel  Marsh,  commanding  the  Sixteenth  Regiment,  ordered  into  line 
of  battle  by  Colonel  Miles  on  the  field,  and  in  previous  picket  duty, 
showed  superior  drill  and  discipline,  and  to  their  strict  obedience  of 
orders  in  reserving  their  fire,  under  the  most  provoking  circumstances, 
while  they  were  supporting  the  artillery,  may  be  attributed  the  safety 
of  the  latter,  and  probably  the  safety  of  the  left  wing. 

Colonel  Matheson  performed  various  evolutions  during  the  day  under 
orders,  at  one  time  protecting  one  road,  at  another  time  another,  and 
then  as  a  reserve  in  column;  and  the  patience  of  himself  and  com- 
mand, while  so  acting  within  sound  of  fire,  is  entitled  to  great  credit 
Adjutant  Howland,  Sixteenth  Regiment,  my  acting  aide-de-camp,  ren- 
dered me  valuable  services  in  changing  the  position  of  the  troops  from 
time  to  time,  and,  in  general,  doing  all  of  his  duties  thoroughly,  and 
much  appertaining  to  others. 

To  Brevet  Second  Lieutenant  Bradford,  acting  brigade  commissary, 
and  to  Acting  Quartermaster  Woolsey  R.  Hopkins  and  Acting -Asst. 
Adjt.  Gen.  F.  H.  Cowdrey  much  praise  is  due  for  the  gallant  manner 
in  which  they  delivered  orders,  sometimes  under  heavy  fire. 

Surgeon  Crandall  and  Surgeon's  Mate  Moore,  Sixteenth  Regiment,  per- 
formed their  duties  with  great  fidelity  and  skill,  dressing  the  wounds  of 
many  not  under  my  command. 

Surgeon  Hamilton,  of  the  Thirty-first  Regiment,  dressed  the  wounds 
of  over  two  hundred  men  at  Centreville. 

To  the  teamsters  of  ordnance  and  baggage  wagons  credit  is  due  for 
having  returned  all  the  wagons  and  teams,  and  public  property  of  every 
description  intrusted  to  them,  safely  to  camp. 

Joseph  B.  Hodden,  Company  K,  Sixteenth  Regiment,  remained  on  the 
field  at  Centreville  till  the  morning  after  the  fight,  and  drove  into  camp, 
with  the  aid  of  a  negro  whom  he  pressed  into  his  service,  thirty  head 
of  cattle  belonging  to  the  Government,  and  arrived  at  Alexandria  on 
Tuesday  morning. 

I  understand  from  a  deserter  now  in  my  camp  that  my  old  classmate 
at  West  Point,  Robert  E.  Lee,  commanded  the  enemy's  forces  opposed 
to  me  at  Blackburn's  Ford. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  A.  DAVEBS, 
Colonel,  Comdg.  Second  Brigade,  Fifth  Division. 

Capt.  James  B.  Fry,  Asst.  Adjt  Gen., 

General  McDowell,  Commanding. 


Udqrs.  Sixteenth  Regiment  N.  Y.  Vols., 

Alexandria,  Va.,  August  9, 1861. 

Capt.  James  B.  Fry,  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen., 

Brigadier  General  McDowell,  Commanding : 

Seb:  It  is  with  deep  sorrow  that  I  see  from  the  general  report  of 
Brigadier-General  McDowell  of  the  battle  of  Bull  Run  that  he  had 
failed  to  give  the  troops  under  my  command  on  that  day  the  credit  of  a 
victory  and  of  protection  to  the  left  wing  of  the  Army. 

The  circumstances  of  the  battle  of  Blackburn's  Ford,  on  the  21st  of 
July,  and  of  the  fact  of  a  victory  of  our  arms  at  one  point,  at  least, 
would  be  gratifying  to  the  public  to  know. 

I  therefore  ask  for  a  court  of  inquiry  to  investigate  the  circumstances 
of  our  action  on  the  left  at  the  battle  of  the  21st  ultimo,  in  order  that 
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the  troops  under  my  command  on  that  occasion  may  receive  their  due 
share  of  credit. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  A.  DA  VIES, 
Colonel  Sixteenth  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers. 


No.  59. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  Marsh,  Sixteenth  New  York  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Sixteenth  Regiment, 

Near  Alexandria,  Va.,  July  24, 1861. 

Sir  :  The  Sixteenth  Regiment  New  York  State  Volunteers,  under  the 
immediate  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Marsh,  left  camp  near  Alex- 
andria, on  Tuesday,  July  16,  in  obedience  to  orders,  and  proceeded  to- 
ward Fairfax  Court-House  as  far  as  Annandale,  where  the  regiment 
bivouacked  for  the  night.  On  Wednesday,  at  daybreak,  we  resumed 
our  march,  having  filed  off  to  the  left  and  taken  the  old  Braddock  road. 
At  8.30  a.  m.  we  came  upon  barricades  and  obstructions,  which  had  been 
placed  across  the  road  by  the  rebels  to  impede  our  progress.  The  Six- 
teenth Regiment  led  the  advance,  preceded  by  Companies  A  and  K  of 
the  Eighteenth  Regiment  and  Companies  A  and  B  of  the  Sixteenth  Regi- 
ment, as  skirmishers.  About  three  miles  from  Fairfax  our  skirmishers 
fell  in  with  the  first  rebel  outposts,  and  exchanged  shots  with  them, 
when  they  hastily  fell  back  without  doing  us  any  injury.  We  continued 
our  march  for  a  mile  farther  as  rapidly  as  the  reads  could  be  cleared, 
when  we  again  came  upon  a  strong  force,  upon  which  the  outposts  had 
fallen  back.  Here  a  brisk  skirmish  took  place.  The  regiment  was 
promptly  formed  in  line  and  placed  in  position.  While  this  was  being 
done,  two  wounded  men  of  the  Eighteenth  Regiment  were  brought  in. 
The  regiment  was  advanced  in  line  of  battle  for  about  half  a  mile  through 
the  woods  in  good  order,  supported  on  the  left  by  the  Eighteenth  Regi- 
ment, when  we  came  upon  a  battery  and  extensive  intrenchments  which 
had  been  secretly  abandoned.  We  then  proceeded  by  the  road  without 
further  difficulty  to  within  half  a  mile  of  Fairfax  Court-House,  when  we 
came  to  the  abandoued  camp'of  the  Fifth  Alabama  Rifles,  who  had  fled 
at  our  approach.  Learning  here  that  General  McDowell  had  already 
occupied  Fairfax,  wo  halted  for  the  night  On  Thursday  morning  we 
resumed  our  march  toward  Centreville,  and  halted  near  there  until  Sun- 
day morniug,  the  21st  instant.  At  2.30  o'clock  a.-  m.  of  that  day  we 
advanced  with  the  main  body  towards  Bull  Run. 

The  position  assigued  to  the  regiment  was  on  the  left  wing,  to  sup- 
port the  batteries  commanded  by  Major  Hunt,  to  defeat  any  flauk  move- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  rebels.  Here  the  regiment  remained  in  position 
from  10  o'clock  a.  m.  until  4  o'clock  p.  in.,  during  which  time  there  was 
no  appearance  of  the  enemy  in  our  neighborhood,  with  the  exception  of 
a  small  detachment  who  fired  on  Companies  B  and  G,  which  had  been 
thrown  forward  in  the  direction  of  Bull  Run  to  act  as  skirmishers.  In 
this  skirmish  Lieutenant  Hopkins  received  a  slight  wound  Is  the  heel. 
At  5  p.  m.  a  large  force  of  the  enemy,  since  ascertained  to  have  num- 
bered 3,000  rifles  and  2,000  cavalry,  were  seen  rapidly  advancing  down 
a  deep  and  well -protected  ravine  on  our  left.  The  position  of  the  regi- 
ment was  immediately  changed  by  your  order  to  front  this  advance, 
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and  the  batteries  were  brought  into  position  so  as  to  rake  the  ravine. 
When  the  batteries  opened  their  fire  the  enemy  were  thrown  into  con- 
fusion and  disorder,  but  rallied  in  a  moment  and  poured  in  three  or  four 
volleys,  which  passed  over  our  heads. 

During  the  operations  of  the  day.  it  is  but  just  to  add  that  the  Thirty- 
first  Regiment,  under  Colonel  Pratt,  was  stationed  on  our  left,  and  acted 
in  conjunction  with  our  regiment  with  coolness  and  bravery.  The 
Sixteenth  Regiment  was  the  last  to  quit  the  field,  and  retired  in  good 
order,  falling  back  on  the  heights  of  Gentreville.  During  the  night  of 
the  21st,  in  obedience  to  orders,  the  regiment,  in  connection  with  the 
entire  force,  fell  back  to  Fairfax  Court-House,  and  on  the  succeeding 
day  returned  to  its  camp  near  Alexandria. 

SAMUEL  MARSH, 
lieutenant  Colonel,  Commanding  Sixteenth  Regiment. 

R.  P.  WILSON, 

Acting  Adjutant. 

Col.  Thomas  A.  Davies, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade,  Fifth  Division. 


No.  60. 

Report  of  Col.  Calvin  E.  Pratt,  Thirty-first  New  York  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Thibty-fibst  Regiment  N.  Y.  Vols., 

Camp  near  Alexandria,  Va.,  July  22, 1861. 

Sib :  In  accordance  with  paragraph  723  of  General  Regulations  for 
the  U.  S.  Army,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  my  regi- 
ment during  the  engagement  of  yesterday. 

In  obedience  to  your  order,  the  regiment  was  ready  to  inarch  from 
camp  near  Centreville  at  2.30  a.  m.  While  proceeding  to  the  field  I 
was  detached  from  my  regiment  and  ordered  to  take  command  of  the 
Sixteenth  and  Thirty-second  Regiments  New  York  Volunteers,  to  sup- 
port Lieutenant  Plattf  s  battery.  I  turned  over  the  command  of  the  Thirty- 
first  Regiment  to  Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Browne,  and  took  command  as 
directed ;  made  a  reconnaissance  in  company  with  Colonel  Matheson. 
of  the  Thirty-second,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Marsh,  of  the  Sixteenth,  ana 
Lieutenant  Piatt,  of  the  artillery,  and  placed  said  regiments  in  proper 
position.  I  afterwards  threw  out  as  skirmishers  of  the  Thirty-second  a 

company  under  Captain  Chalmers,  and  aplatoon  under  Lieutenant  , 

of  the  Sixteenth,  and  sent  them  about  a  mile  to  the  front  and  left  of  our 
position,  to  guard  a  road  leading  from  the  enemy's  right  to  our  left  and 
rear.  In  about  one  hour  I  was  ordered  by  Col.  Dixon  S.  Miles,  the 
division  commander,  to  proceed  with  the  two  regiments  and  the  battery 
to  the  front,  where  I  was  relieved  from  command  of  them  and  resumed 
charge  of  my  own  regiment.  Soon  afterwards,  by  directions  of  Colonel 
Miles,  I  proceeded  to  the  extreme  left  of  our  division  and  supported 
Major  Hunt's  battery.  Having  thrown  out  Captain  Heiss  with  his  com- 
pany as  skirmishers  in  the  defiles  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  on  our  left, 
I  rested  the  remainder  of  my  regiment  on  the  skirt  of  a  wood  in  rear  of 
the  artillery. 

About  the  same  time  Lieutenant-Colonel  Browne,  with  two  companies, 
was  detailed  by  me  to  reconnoiter  a  ravine  and  wood  where  it  was  sus- 
pected the  enemy  was  concealed.  After  deploying  and  penetrating  the 
ravine  to  a  considerable  distance,  all  at  once  a  smart  fire  of  rifles  was 
opened  upon  him  from  a  force  concealed  in  the  thick  timber.  He  re- 
turned the  fire  and  continued  skirmishing,  assisted  by  a  detachment  of 
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sired  effect  of  compelling  oar 
thus  been  attained.  Richardson's  battery  opened  open  them  a  destruc 
rive  fire  of  case-shot  and  shell.  The  skirmishers  were  recalled,  and 
Lieutenant -Colon el  Browne  reported  having  discovered  a  masked  1 
and  a  force  of  at  least  a  thonsaud^         ^  ^ 

variously  estimated  at  from  2,500  to  4,000  men,  were 
left  through  the  woods  and  defile  to  torn  our  flank. 

Pursuant  to  your  order,  the  line  of  battle  was  changed  to  our  left 
flank,  and  four  companies  were  detached  from  my  regiment,  and  thrown 

acting  major,  who  held  the  enemy  in  check.  He  received  a  fire  of  five 
volleys  of  rifles,  and  retired  from  the  wood,  but  they  did  not  succeed  in 
drawing  our  fire,  which  was  reserved  for  the  advance  to  take  our  bat- 


At  about  6.30  p.  m.  the  order  was  received  to  retire 
My  regiment  remained  to  allow  the  battery  to  precede  us,  being  the 


last  except  the  Sixteenth  to  quit  a 
held  against  tremendous  odds. 
I  deem  it  to  be  a  duty  to  give  the  names  of  the  officers  of  my  regi- 
who  were  engaged  in  the  battle,  and  to  whose  coolness  and  judg- 
I  am  indebted  for  the  success  that  attended  my  regiment : 
Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Browne :  Acting  Maj.  Frank  Jones ;  Acting 
Adjutant  Edward  Frossard;  Volunteer  Aides  A.  L.  Washburn  and 
Frank  Hamilton,  jr. ;  Maj.  Frank  H.  Hamilton,  M.  D.,  surgeon ;  Luoien 
Damainville.  M.  D.,  assistant  surgeon ;  George  Marvin,  acting  assistant 
surgeon ;  Edward  A.  Brown,  acting  assistant  surgeon. 

Company  A— Capt  J.  J.  8.  Hassler,  First  Lieut  Robert  B.  Daniel, 
Acting  Second  Lieut  W.  W.  Smith. 

Company  B — Capt.  L.  O.  Newman,  First  Lieut.  D.  E.  Smith,  Second 
Lieut.  Eugene  Frossard. 
Company  C— Capt.  Alex.  Raszewski,  First  Lieut.  Louis  Domauski. 
Company  D— Capt  M.  O.  McGarry,  First  Lieut  J.  H.  Bradley,  Sec- 
ond Lieut  B.  L.  Knight 

Company  E — Capt  August  Heiss,  First  Lieut  C.  E.  Klein,  Second 
Lieut  H.  Schick hardt. 
Company  F— First  Lieut  F.  Pross,  Second  Lieut  Louis  H.  Brown. 
Company  G — First  Lieut  Oliver  J.  Rogers,  Second  Lieut  W.  D. 
Prentiss. 

Company  H — Capt  David  Lamb,  First  Lieut  Asa  B.  Gardner. 

Company  I— Capt.  John  A.  Rue,  Chaplain  8.  W.  Waldron  (acting 
first  lieutenant),  Second  Lieut  Hamilton  Hair. 

Company  K— Capt.  John  H.  Watts,  First  Lieut  William  Maitland, 
Second  Lieut.  F.  E.  Waldron. 

Among  those  not  soldiers  who  rendered  effective  and  gallant  service 
among  the  skirmishers  was  John  M.  Pierce,  who  with  his  rifle  killed  a 
field  officer  and  one  soldier  of  the  advancing  foe. 

To  conclude,  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  of  my  com- 
mand behaved  with  such  gallantry  that  it  were  invidious  to  make  dis- 
tinctions until  the  time  for  promotion  shall  actually  have  arrive^. 

X  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CALVIN  E.  PRATT, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Thirty-first  New  York  Volunteers. 


Col.  Thomas  A.  Da 


vies. 

Commanding  Second  Brigade,  Fifth  Division,  Army  If,  E.  Va^ 
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NO.  61. 

Report  of  Lieut  Oliver  D.  Greene,  Second  U.  8.  Artillery. 

Alexandria,  Va.,  July  24, 1861. 

Sra :  In  compliance  with  your  circular  order  of  this  date,  just  received, 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  instant,  my 
battery  was  placed  in  position  in  reserve  near  Oentreville  by  Oolonel 
Miles,  commanding  division,  in  person.  Shortly  afterwards,  I  received 
an  order  to  hasten  to  the  front  with  it,  at  Bull  Run,  as  the  enemy  were 
there  in  force,  and  supposed  to  be  attempting  to  turn  our  left  flank.  I 
took  it  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  came  into  action  on  the  crest 
of  a  hill  about  six  hundred  yards  from  the  enemy's  line  of  skirmishers. 
I  opened  fire  immediately  upon  a  fixed  battery  partially  masked  by  the 
woods,  at  a  distance  of  about  fifteen  hundred  yards,  and  also  upon  a 
point  where  it  was  known  another  masked  battery  was  placed.  The 
enemy  were  congregated  in  considerable  force  inside  of  the  first  battery, 
but  as  soon  as  I  got  the  range  the  spherical  case  shot  dispersed  them 
and  they  disappeared  from  that  position  for  nearly  three  hours.  I  then 
ceased  firing,  while  skirmishers  were  thrown  to  the  front  from  Colonel 
Richardson's  brigade  to  feel  the  strength  of  the  enemy  in  the  edge  of 
the  woods  in  front  of  us.  They  were  found  to  be  in  overwhelming  force, 
and  as  our  skirmishers  retired  theirs  advanced  in  very  strong  force,  but 
incautiously  presented  their  flank  to  my  battery.  I  threw  in  canister 
and  spherical  case  as  rapidly  as  possible,  killing  and  wounding  several,- 
the  first  shot  knocking  over  three.  I  kept  up  this  fire  for  about  five 
minutes,  when  I  supposed  the  enemy  were  driven  from  that  immediate 
vicinity.  I  then  turned  the  fire  of  the  battery  upon  columns  of  dust 
seen  rising  above  the  woods  and  indicating  the  march  of  troops  in  mass. 
Whether  any  effect  was  produced  or  not  by  this  fire  I  cannot  say. 

At  this  time  Lieutenant  Prime,  of  the  Engineers,  directed  my  atten- 
tion to  a  group  of  thirty  or  forty  horsemen,  evidently  officers,  on  the 
plateau  opposite^  who.  with  maps  on  their  horses'  necks,  were  appar- 
ently taking  a  view  oi  our  position  and  strength  at  a  safe  distance.  By 
digging  a  hole  under  the  trail  I  got  two  pieces  bearing  upon  them  at  an 
angle  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  degrees.  The  distance  must  have  been 
two  and  one-half  or  three  miles,  but  the  first  shot  sent  the  center  figure 
of  the  group  to  the  rear ;  the  second  scattered  the  remainder  in  all  di- 
rections. Firing  was  then  ordered  to  cease  at  ail  the  guns,  for  some 
time  nothing  appearing  worth  attention,  until  finally  a  cloud  of  dust  was 
seen  approaching  our  position  from  the  direction  of  Manassas  upon  a 
road  that  was  entirely  concealed  by  woods  from  our  sight  except  at  one 
bare  spot  within  our  best  range,  and  the  range  of  this  point  we  had  got 
accurately  before.  The  guns  were  all  prepared  with  shell  and  spherical 
case,  and  pointed  upon  this  spot.  When  the  head  of  the  column  ap- 
peared it  proved  to  be  a  battery  of  light  artillery.  I  opened  fire  upon 
it  instantly,  and  fired  with  the  utmost  rapidity.  The  smoke  of  the  guns 
obscured  my  sight,  so  that  I  saw  none  of  the  effect  produced,  but  Colo- 
nel Richardson,  who  was  looking  with  a  glass,  informed  me  afterwards 
that  I  cut  them  up  badly,  and  forced  them  to  turn  back.  We  saw  them 
no  more.  Shortly  after  this  one  of  my  men  called  my  attention  to  the 
battery  we  first  fired  upon.  The  enemy  were  endeavoring  to  plant  a 
field  piece,  the  horses  of  which  were  just  passing  to  the  rear  as  I  looked 
with  my  glass.  I  opened  upon  them  with  spherical  case,  firing  several 
rounds.  When  the  smoke  cleared  away  there  was  no  gun  to  be  seen, 
and  the  battery  gave  me  no  more  trouble  during  the  day. 

About  this  time  heavy  re-enforcements  commenced  being  sent  into  the 
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main  action  from  Manassas,  passing  along  the  plateau  opposite,  and  at 
about  two  miles  distance.  I  fired  upon  them  as  often  as  large  masses 
could  be  seen  to  justify  firing  at  such  a  distance.  Not  much  effect  was 
produced,  so  far  as  I  could  see.  One  column  of  cavalry  was,  however, 
scattered  in  all  directions  by  a  solid  shot  Very  little  firing  was  done 
by  us  for  the  next  two  hours,  at  which  time  we  were  ordered  to  Cen- 
tre vi  lie  to  protect  our  left  flank  and  our  retreat.  I  chose  a  position  on 
the  crest  of  a  hill,  which  from  its  shape  gave  me  command  of  the  ground 
to  our  left,  and  also  of  the  road  along  which  our  division  was  retiring. 
From  the  position  I  could  perfectly  sweep  with  my  fire  180°  front  right 
and  left  down  a  gentle  slope.  Four  regiments  were  placed  as  my  sup- 
ports, and  the  force  at  the  point  could  have  stopped  double  its  number. 

At  this  time  an  unauthorized  person  gave  the  order  to  retreat.  I  re- 
fused to  obey  the  order,  but  all  my  supporting  regiments  but  one  (Colonel 
Jackson's  Eighteenth  New  York)  moved  off  to  the  rear.  Colonel  Jack- 
son most  gallantly  offered  his  regiment  as  a  support  for  the  battery, 
saying  "  that  it  should  remain  by  me  as  long  as  there  was  any  fighting 
to  be  done  there."  The  above-mentioned  unauthorized  person  again 
made  his  appearance  at  this  time  and  again  ordered  me  to  retreat,  and 
ordered  Colonel  Jackson  to  form  in  column  of  division  on  my  right  and 
retreat  with  me,  as  all  was  lost.  The  order  was,  of  course,  disregarded, 
and  in  about  two  minutes  the  head  of  a  column  of  the  enemy's  cavalry 
came  up  at  a  run,  opening  out  of  the  woods  in  beautiful  order.  I  was 
prepared  for  it,  and  the  column  had  not  gone  more  than  a  hundred  yards 
out  of  the  woods  before  four  shells  were  burst  at  their  head  and  directly 
in  their  midst.  They  broke  in  every  direction,  and  no  more  cavalry 
came  out  of  the  woods.  Shortly  after  my  battery  was  ordered  to  fall  a 
little  farther  to  the  rear,  to  form  in  a  park  of  artillery.  At  that  point 
the  battery  remained  until  about  12  o'clock  at  night,  when  it  was  ordered 
to  take  up  the  line  of  march  for  Washington,  which  point  it  arrived  at 
in  perfect  order,  although  much  exhausted,  men  and  horses  having  been 
hard  at  work  for  thirty  hours,  almost  without  food  and  water  and  with- 
out sleep. 

My  officers,  Lieutenants  Cushing,  Harris,  and  Butler,  were  coolly  and 
assiduously  attentive  to  their  duties  during  the  day.  The  accuracy  of 
our  fire  was  mainly  owing  to  their  personal  supervision  of  each  shot 
The  men  of  the  company  behaved  well,  and  every  one  seemed  to  try  and 
do  his  duty  in  the  best  possible  manner.  My  only  trouble  was  to  keep 
the  drivers  from  leaving  their  horses  to  assist  at  the  guns. 

To  Lieutenant  Prime,  of  the  Engineers,  and  Colonel  Richardson,  of 
the  Third  Michigan  Regiment,  I  am  indebted  for  the  most  valuable  as- 
sistance in  securing  the  best  effect  from  the  firing. 

One  of  the  officers  and  one  of  the  men  were  struck  by  spent  balls,  but 
I  am  happy  to  say  we  had  no  loss  either  in  men  or  horses. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OLIVER  D.' GREENE, 
First  Lieutenant,  Second  Artillery,  Comdg.  Light  Co.  G. 

F.  H.  Oowdrby,  Acting  Asst.  Adjt  Oen., 

Second  Brig.,  Fifth  Dir.,  Colonel  Davies,  Comdg. 


No.  62. 

Report  of  Col  William  R.  Montgomery,  First  New  Jersey  Infantry. 

Near  Fort  Albany,  Va.,  July  23, 1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  by  instructions  of  Brigadier- 
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General  Bunyon,  commanding  Fourth  Division,  Northeastern  Virginia, 
with  fifteen  companies,  seven  of  the  First  (my  own),  and  eight  of  the 
Second  (McLean's)  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  I  left  Vienna  and  marched 
to  join  you  at  Centreville.  On  the  march  we  encountered  your  retreat- 
ing forces,  which,  by  personal  authority,  exertions  of  officers,  men,  and 
the  bayonet,  we  endeavored,  though  ineffectually,  to  rally  and  turn  back. 
We  took  position  in  rear  of  your  camps  and  immediately  in  front  of  the 
enemy,  then  proceeded  in  person  to  your  headquarters,  and  received 
your  instructions  to  assume  command  of  my  own  and  McLean's  regi- 
ments, and  hold  our  position.  On  sending  for  the  latter  regiment  it 
was  ascertained  it  had  retired  and  was  on  the  retreat,  and  continued  to 
do  so,  for  reasons  doubtless  its  colonel  will  duly  explain. 

About  2  o'clock  in  the  morning,  having  ascertained  that  the  forces 
had  retreated,  and  my  command  left  entirely  unsupported,  I  deemed  it 
proper  to  retire,  leaving  your  hospitals  in  charge  of  Surgeon  Taylor,  of 
my  regiment,  who  nobly  volunteered  for  that  purpose  with  my  sanction, 
to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy. 

I  kept  on  and  covered  the  rear  of  our  retreating  forces  till  we  reached 
Fairfax  Court- House,  when,  finding  a  regiment  encamped  but  preparing 
to  take  up  its  march,  I  notified  its  commander  he  would  be  in  rear,  and 
the  probability  of  the  enemy's  Black  Cavalry  annoying  him.  We  con- 
tinued our  march  in  rear  of  other  forces,  finally  joined  and  escorted 
Hunt's  battery  to  this  point,  where,  during  the  storm  of  yesterday,  I. 
disposed  of  my  regiment  as  I  best  could.  When  we  marched  from 
Vienna  four  companies,  two  of  each  regiment,  were  on  detached  duty, 
and  one  other  was  left  to  hold  the  place  till  the  former  companies  should 
return,  then  the  whole  to  proceed  to  join  us.  They  marched  accordingly, 
but  were  met  on  the  way  and  turned  back,  and  those  of  the  Second 
joined  us  here.  To-day  we  are  employed  in  getting  in  our  camp  equip- 
age from  Camp  Trenton. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  MONTGOMEBY, 
Colonel,  Commanding  First  Regiment  Mew  Jersey  Volunteers. 

Brig.  Gen.  T.  McDowell,  Commanding  Federal  Forces. 


No.  63. 

Findings  of  Court  of  Inquiry  on  conduct  of  Col.  Dixon  8.  Miles.  Second 
U.  8.  Infantry,  commanding  Fifth  Division,  at  battle  of  BuU  Bun. 

General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

No.  42.         f  Washington,  November  6, 1861. 

A  court  of  inquiry,  instituted  by  Special  Orders,  No.  67,  of  August 
10, 1861  [following]  from  headquarters  Department  Northeastern  Vir- 
ginia, upon  the  application  of  CoL  D.  S.  Miles,  Second  Infantry,  to 
examine  into  certain  allegations  made  against  him  as  stated  in  his  letter 
to  the  assistant  adjutant-general  at  the  headquarters  of  said  depart- 
ment, dated  July  26, 1861,  did,  after  mature  deliberation  upon  the  testi- 
mony adduced,  agree  upon  the  following 

STATEMENT  OP  PACTS. 

1 .  That  Col.  I.  B.  Bichardson  was  justified  in  applying  the  term  drunk- 
enness to  Col.  D.  S.  Miles'  condition  about  7  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  21st 
July  last 
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2.  That  the  evidence  is  clear  that  Colonel  Miles  had  been  ill  for  sev- 
eral days  before  July  21  last — was  ill  on  that  day ;  that  the  surgeon  had 
prescribed  medicines  for  him ,  and  on  the  day  of  the  battle  had  pre- 
scribed for  him  small  quantities  of  brandy. 

The  court,  however,  considers  his  illness  as  a  very  slight  extenuation 
of  the  guilt  attached  to  his  condition  about  7  p.  m.  on  July  21  last 

OPINION. 

The  court  is  of  opinion  that  evidence  cannot  now  be  found  sufficient 
to  convict  Colonel  Miles  of  drunkenness  before  a  court-martial ;  that  a 
proper  court  could  only  be  organized  in  this  Army  with  the  greatest 
inconvenience  at  present,  and  that  it  will  not  be  for  the  interests  of  the 
service  to  convene  a  court  in  this  case. 

The  court  is  therefore  of  opinion  that  no  further  proceedings  in  the 
case  are  necessary. 

IL  The  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry  in  the  case  of  OoL  D.  S. 
Miles,  Second  Infantry,  have  been  laid  before  the  major-general  command- 
ing, and  are  confirmed. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

8.  WILLIAMS, 


Special  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Department  N.  E.  Virginia, 

No.  67.         l  Arlington,  August  10, 1861. 

Upon  the  application  of  Col.  D.  S.  Miles,  Second  Infantry,  a  court  of 
inquiry  is  hereby  instituted  to  examine  into  certain  allegations  made 
against  him,  as  stated  in  his  letter  to  the  assistant  adjutant-general, 
headquarters  Department  N.  E.  Virginia,  dated  July  26,  1861. 

The  court  will  meet  at  12  in.,  on  Monday,  the  12th  instant,  or  as  soon 
thereafter  as  practicable,  in  Alexandria,  Va. ,  and  will  report  the  facts 
and  give  its  opinion  in  the  case. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  B.  Franklin,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 
Col.  John  Sedgwick,  First  Cavalry. 
Capt.  Truman  Seymour,  First  Artillery. 
The  junior  member  will  record  the  proceedings. 

McDowell: 


By  command  of  Brigadier-General 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  64 

Reports  of  General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  commanding  Confederate  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  of  operations  from  July  17  to  20. 

Manassas,  July  17, 1861. 

Jefferson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Confederate  States: 
The  enemy  has  assailed  my  outposts  in  heavy  force.   1  have  fallen 
back  on  the  line  of  Bull  Bun,  and  will  make  a  stand  at  Mitchell's  Ford. 
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If  Jus  force  is  overwhelming  I  shall  retire  to  the  Rappahannock  Bail- 
road  Bridge,  saving  my  command  for  defense  there  and  future  opera- 
tions. Please  inform  Johnston  of  this,  via  Staunton,  and  also  Holmes. 
Send  forward  any  re-enforeements  at  the  earliest  possible  instant  and 
by  every  possible  means. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Hdqes.  'First  Corps,  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

Manassas,  August  — ,  18C1. 

Geneeal:  With  the  general  results  of  the  engagement  between  sev- 
eral brigades  of  my  command  and  a  considerable  force  of  the  enemy  in 
the  vicinity  of  Mitchell's  and  Blackburn's' Fords,  at  Bull  Run,  on  the 
18th  ultimo,  you  were  made  duly  acquainted  at  the  time  by  telegraph, 
but  it  is  my  place  now  to  submit  in  detail  the  operations  of  that  day. 

Opportunely  informed  of  the  determination  of  the  enemy  to  advance 
on  Manassas,  my  advanced  brigades,  on  the  night  of  the  16th  of  July, 
were  made  aware  from  these  headquarters  of  the  impending  movement, 
and  in  exact  accordance  with  my  instructions  (a  copy  of  which  is  ap- 
pended, marked  A),  their  withdrawal  within  the  lines  of  Bull  Run  was 
effected  with  complete  success  during  the  day  and  night  of  the  17th 
ultimo,  in  face  of  and  in  immediate  proximity  to  a  largely  superior  force, 
despite  a  well-planned,  well-executed  effort  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of 
Bon  hum's  brigade  first  at  Germantown  and  subsequently  at  Centreville, 
whence  he  withdrew  by  my  direction  after  midnight  without  collision, 
although  enveloped  on  three  sides  by  their  lines.  This  movement  had. 
the  intended  effect  of  deceiving  the  enemy  as  to  my  ulterior  purposes, 
and  led  him  to  anticipate  an  unresisted  passage  of  Bull  Run. 

As  prescribed  in  the  first  and  second  sections  of  the  paper  herewith, 
marked  A,  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  of  July,  my  troops,  resting  on 
Bull  Run  from  Union  Mills  Ford  to  the  stone  bridge,  a  distance  of  about 
eight  miles,  were  posted  as  follows : 

EwelFs  brigade  occupied  a  position  in  vicinity  of  the'  Union  Mills 
Ford.  It  consisted  of  Rodes'  Fifth  and  Seibels'  Sixth  Regiments  of 
Alabama,  and  Seymour's  Sixth  Regiment  Louisiana  Volunteers,  with 
four  12-pounder  howitzers  of  Walton's  battery,  and  Harrison's,  Green's, 
and  Cabell's  companies  of  Virginia  Cavalry. 

D.  R.  Jones'  brigade  was  in  position  in  rear  of  McLean's  Ford,  and 
consisted  of*  Jenkins'  Filth  South  Carolina  and  Burt's  Eighteenth  and 
Featherston'8  Seventeenth  Regiments  of  Mississippi  Volunteers,  with 
two  brass  6-pounder  guns  of  Walton's  battery,  and  one  company  of 
cavalry. 

Longstreet's  brigade  covered  Blackburn's  Ford,  and  consisted  of 
Moore's  First,  Garland's  Eleventh,  and  Corse's  Seventeenth  Regiments 
Virginia  Volunteers,  with  two  6-pounder  brass  guns  of  Walton's  battery. 

Bonham's  brigade  held  the  approaches  to  Mitchell's  Ford.  It  was 
composed  of  Kershaw's  Second,  Williams'  Third,  Bacon's  Seventh,  and 
Cash's  Eighth  Regiments  South  Carolina  Volunteers ;  of  Shields'  and 
Del.  Kemper's  batteries,  and  of  Flood's,  Radford's,  Payne's,  Ball's. 
Wickham's,  and  Powell's  companies  of  Virginia  Cavalry,  under  Colonel 
Radford. 

Cocke's  brigade  held  the  fords  below  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  stone 
bridge,  and  consisted  of  Withers'  Eighteenth,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Strange's  Nineteenth,  and  R.  T.  Preston's  Twenty-eighth  Regiments, 
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with  Latham's  battery,  and  one  company  of  cavalry,  Virginia  Volun- 
teers. 

Evans  held  my  left  flank,  and  protected  the  stone  bridge  crossing, 
with  Sloan's  Fourth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  Wheat's  spe- 
cial battalion  Louisiana  Volunteers,  four  6-pounder  guns,  and  two  com- 
panies of  Virginia  Cavalry. 

Early's  brigade,  consisting  of  Kemper's  Seventh  and  Early's  Twenty- 
fourth  Regiments  Virginia  Volunteers ;  Hays'  Seventh  Regiment  Lou- 
isiana Volunteers,  and  three  rifled  pieces  of  Walton's  battery— Lieuten- 
ant Squires — at  first  were  held  in  position  in  the  rear  of  and  as  a  support 
to  E well's  brigade,  until  after  the  development  of  the  enemy  in  heavy 
offensive  force  in  front  of  Mitchell's  and  Blackburn's  Fords,  when  it 
was  placed  in  rear  of  and  nearly  equidistant  between  McLean's,  Black- 
burn's, and  Mitchell's  Fords. 

Pending  the  development  of  the  enemy's  purpose,  about  10  o'clock 
a  m.  I  established  my  headquarters  at  a  central  point  (McLean's  farm- 
house), near  to  McLean's  and  Blackburn's  Fords,  where  two  fi-po tinders 
of  Walton's  battery  were  in  reserve,  but  subsequently  during  the  en- 
gagement I  took  post  to  the  left  of  my  reserve. 

Of  the  topographical  features  of  the  country  thus  occupied  it  must 
suffice  to  say  that  Bull  Run  is  a  small  stream,  running  in  this  locality 
nearly  from  west  to  east  to  its  confluence  with  the  Occoquan  River, 
about  twelve  miles  from  the  Potomac,  and  draining  a  considerable  scope 
of  country  from  its  source  in  Bull  Run  Mountain  to  a  short  distance 
of  tho  Potomac  at  Occoquan.  At  this  season  habitually  low  and  slug- 
gish, it  is,  however,  rapidly  and  frequently  swollen  by  the  summer 
rains  until  unfordable.  The  banks  for  the  most  part  are  rocky  and 
steep,  but  abound  in  long-used  fords.  The  country  on  either  side, 
much  broken  and  thickly  wooded,  becomes  gently  rolling  and  open  as 
it  recedes  from  the  stream.  On  the  northern  side  the  ground  is  much 
the  highest,  and  commands  the  other  bank  completely.  Roads  traverse 
and  intersect  the  surrounding  country  in  almost  every  direction.  Fi- 
nally, at  Mitchell's  Ford  the  stream  is  about  equidistant  between  Oen- 
treville  and  Manassas,  some  six  miles  apart 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th,  finding  that  the  enemy  was  assuming  a 
threatening  attitude,  in  addition  to  the  regiments  whose  positions  have 
been  already  stated,  I  ordered  up  from  Camp  Pickens  as  a  reserve,  in 
rear  of  Bonham's  brigade,  the  effective  men  of  six  companies  of  Kelly's 
Eighth  Regiment.  Louisiana  Volunteers  and  Kirkland's  Eleventh  Regi- 
ment North  Carolina  Volunteers,  which,  having  arrived  the  night  before 
en  route  for  Winchester,  I  had  halted  in  view  of  the  existing  necessities 
of  the  service.  Subsequently  the  latter  was  placed  in  position  to  the 
left  of  Bonham's  brigade. 

Appearing  in  heavy  force  in  front  of  Bonham's  position,  the  enemy, 
about  meridian,  opened  fire  with  several  20-pounder  rifled  guns  from  a 
hill  over  one  and  a  half  miles  from  Bull  Run.  At  the  same  time  Kemper, 
supported  by  two  companies  of  light  infantry,  occupied  a  ridge  on  the 
left  of  the  Centreville  road,  about  six  hundred  yards  in  advance  of  the 
ford,  with  two  6-pounder  (smooth)  guns.  At  first  the  firing  of  the  en- 
emy was  at  random,  but  by  12.30  p.  m.  he  had  obtained  the  range  of  our 
position,  and  poured  into  the  brigade  a  shower  of  shot,  but  without 
injury  to  us  in  men,  horses,  or  guns.  From  the  distance,  however,  our 
guns  could  not  reply  with  effect,  and  we  did  not  attempt  it,  patiently 
awaiting  a  more  opportune  moment 

Meanwhile  a  light  battery  was  pushed  forward  by  the  enemy,  where- 
upon Kemper  threw  only  six  solid  shot,  with  the  effect  of  driving  back 
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both  the  battery  and  its  supporting  force.  This  is  understood  to  have 
been  Ayres'  battery,  and  the  damage  must  have  been  considerable  to 
have  obliged  such  a  retrograde  movement  on  the  part  of  that  officer. 
The  purposes  of  Kemper's  position  having  now  been  fully  served,  his 
pieces  and  snpport  were  withdrawn  across  Mitchell's  Ford  to  a  point 
previously  designated,  and  which  commanded  the  direct  approaches  to 
the  ford. 

About  11.30  o'clock  a.  m.  the  enemy  was  also  discovered  by  the  pickets 
of  Longstreet's  brigade  advancing  in  strong  columns  of  infantry  with 
artillery  and  cavalry  on  Blackburn's  Ford.  At  meridian  the  pickets 
fell  back,  silently  before  the  advancing  foe  across  the  ford,  which,  as 
well  as  the  entire  southern  bank  of  the  stream  for  the  whole  front  of 
Longstreet's  brigade,  was  covered  at  the  water's  edge  by  an  extended 
line  of  skirmishers,  while  two  6  pounders  of  Walton's  battery,  under 
Lieutenant  Garnet^  were  advantageously  placed  to  command  the  direct 
approach  to  the  ford,  but  with  orders  to  retire  to  the  rear  as  soon  as 
commanded  by  the  enemy. 

The  northern  bank  of  the  stream  in  front  of  Longstreet's  position 
rises  with  a  steep  slope  at  least  fifty  feet  above  the  level  of  the  water, 
leaving  a  narrow  berme  in  front  of  the  ford  of  some  twenty  yards. 
This  ridge  formed  for  them  an  admirable  natural  parapet,  behind  which 
they  could  and  did  approach  under  shelter  iu  heavy  force  within  less 
than  one  hundred  yards  of  our  skirmishers.  The  southern  shore  was 
almost  a  plain,  raised  but  a  few  feet  above  the  water  for  several  hun- 
dred yards  j  then  rising  with  a  very  gradual,  geutle  slope  and  undu- 
lations back  to  Manassas  On  the  immediate  bank  there  was  a  fringe 
of  trees,  but  with  little  if  any  undergrowth  or  shelter,  while  on  the 
other  shore  there  were  timber  and  much  thick  brush  and  covering.  The 
ground  in  rear  of  our  skirmishers  and  occupied  by  our  artillery  was 
an  old  field,  extending  along  the  stream  about  one  mile,  and  immediately 
back  for  about  half  a  mile  to  a  border  or  skirting  of  dense  second- 
growth  pines.  The  whole  of  this  ground  was  commanded  at  all  points 
by  the  ridge  occupied  by  the  enemy's  musketry,  as  was  also  the  country 
to  the  rear  for  a  distance  much  beyond  the  range  of  20-pounder  rifled 
guns  by  the  range  of  hilfs  on  which  their  batteries  were  planted,  and 
which  it  may  be  further  noted  commanded  also  all  our  approaches  from 
this  direction  to  the  three  threatened  fords. 

Before  advancing  his  infantry  the  enemy  maintained  a  fire  of  rifled 
artillery  from  the  batteries  just  mentioned  for  half  an  hour ;  then  he 
pushed  forward  a  column  of  over  three  thousand  infantry  to  the  assault, 
with  such  a  weight  of  numbers  as  to  be  repelled  with  difficulty  by  the 
comparatively  small  force  of  not  more  than  twelve  hundred  bayonets 
with  which  Brigadier-General  Longstreet  met  him  with  characteristic 
vigor  and  intrepidity.  Our  troops  engaged  at  this  time  were  the  First 
and  Seventeenth  and  four  companies  of  the  Eleventh  Regiments  Virginia 
Volunteers.  Their  resistance  was  resolute,  and  maintained  with  a  stead- 
iness worthy  of  all  praise.  It  was  successful,  and  the  enemy  was  re- 
pulsed. In  a  short  time,  however,  he  returned  to  the  contest  with 
increased  force  and  determination,  but  was  again  foiled  and  driven  back 
by  our  skirmishers  and  Longstreet's  reserve  companies,  which  were 
brought  up  aud  employed  at  the  most  vigorously- assailed  points  at  the 
critical  moment. 

It  was  now  that  Brigadier-General  Longstreet  sent  for  re-enforcements 
from  Early's  brigade,  which  I  had  anticipated  by  directing  the  advance 
of  General  Early  with  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery.  As  these  came  upon  the  field  the  enemy  hrtd  advanced  a  third 
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time  with  heavy  1  lumbers  to  force  Longstreot's  posit  .ion.  Hays'  regi- 
ment, Seventh  Louisiana  Volunteers,  which  was  in  advance,  was  placed 
ou  the  bpuk  of  the  stream  under  some  cover  to  the  immediate  right  and 
left  of  the  ford,  relieving  Corse's  regiment  (Seventeenth  Virginia  Vol- 
unteers). This  was  done  under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  with  prom- 
ising steadiness.  The  Seventh  Virginia,  tinder  Lieutenant-Oolonel 
Williams,  was  then  formed  to  the  right,  also  under  heavy  fire,  and 
pushed  forward  to  the  stream,  relieving  the  First  Regiment  Virginia 
Volunteers.  At  the  same  time  two  rifled  guus  brought  up  with  Early's 
brigade  were  moved  down  in  the  field  to  the  right  of  the  road,  so  as  to 
be  concealed  from  the  enemy's  artillery  by  the  girth  of  timber  on  the 
immediate  bank  of  the  stream,  and  there  opened  fire,  directed  only  by 
the  sound  of  the  enemy's  musketry. 

Unable  to  effect  a  passage,  the  enemy  kept  up  a  scattering  fire  for 
some  time.  Some  of  our  troops  had  pushed  across  the  stream,  and 
several  small  parties  of  Corse's  regiment,  under  command  of  Captain 
Marye,  met  and  drove  the  enemy  with  the  bayonet;  but  as  the  roadway 
from  the  ford  was  too  narrow  for  a  combined  movement  in  force,  Gen- 
eral Longstreet  recalled  them  to  the  south  bank.  Meanwhile  the  re- 
mainder of  Early's  infantry  and  artillery  had  been  called  up;  that  is, 
six  companies  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers, 
nnder  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hairston,  and  five  pieces  of  artillery,  one 
rifled  gun,  and  four  6-ponnder  brass  guns,  including  two  6  pounder  guns 
under  Lieutenant  Garnett,  which  had  been  previously  sent  to  the  rear 
by  General  Longstreet.  This  infantry  was  at  once  placed  in  position  to 
the  left  of  the  ford,  in  a  space  unoccupied  by  Hays,  and  the  artillery 
was  unlimbered  in  battery  to  the  right  of  the  road,  in  a  line  with  the 
two  guns  already  in  action.  A  scattering  fire  of  musketry  was  still  kept 
up  by  the  enemy  for  a  short  time,  but  that  was  soon  silenced. 

It  was  at  this  stage  of  the  affair  that,  a  remarkable  artillery  duel  was 
commenced  and  maintained  on  our  side  with  a  long-trained  professional 
opponent,  superior  in  the  character  as  well  as  in  the  number  of  his 
weapons,  provided  with  improved  munitions  and  every  artillery  appli- 
ance, and  at  the  same  time  occupying  the  commanding  position.  The 
results  were  marvelous,  and  fitting  precursors  to  the  artillery  achieve- 
ments of  the  2l8t  of  July.  In  the  outset  our  fire  was  directed  against 
the  enemy's  infantry,  whose  bayonets,  gleaming  above  the  tree-tops, 
alone  indicated  their  presence  and  force.  This  drew  the  attention  of  a 
battery  placed  on  a  high,  commanding  ridge,  and  the  duel  began  in 
earnest  For  a  time  the  aim  of  the  adversary  was  inaccurate,  but  this 
was  quickly  corrected,  and  shot  fell  and  shells  burst  thick  and  fast  in 
the  very  midst  of  our  battery,  wounding  in  the  course  of  the  combat 
Captain  Eshleman,  five  privates,  and  the  horse  of  Lieutenant  Richard- 
son. From  the  position  of  our  pieces  and  the  nature  of  the  ground 
their  aim  could  only  be  directed  at  the  smoke  of  the  enemy's  artillery. 
How  skillfully  and  with  what  execution  this  was  done  can  only  be  real- 
ized by  an  eye-witness.  For  a  few  moments  their  guns  were  silenced, 
but  were  soon  reopened.  By  direction  of  General  Longstreet,  his  bat- 
tery was  then  advanced  by  hand  out  of  the  range  now  ascertained  by 
the  enemy,  and  a  shower  of  spherical  case,  shell,  and  round  shot  flew 
over  the  heads  of  our  gunners.  But  one  of  our  pieces  had  become  hors 
de  combat  from  an  enlarged  vent 

From  the  new  position  our  guns  fired  as  before,  with  no  other  aim 
than  the  smoke  and  flash  of  their  adversaries'  pieces,  renewed  and  urged 
the  conflict  with  such  signal  vigor  and  effect,  that  gradually  the  fire  of 
the  enemy  slackened,  the  intervals  between  their  discharges  grew  longer 
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and  louger,  finally  to  cease,  and  wo  fired  a  last  gnu  at  a  baffled,  flying 
foe,  whose  heavy  masses  in  the  distance  were  plainly  seen  to  break  and 
scatter  in  wild  confusion  and  utter  rout,  strewing  the  ground  with  cast- 
away guns,  hats,  blankets,  ami  knapsacks  as  our  parting  shell  were 
thrown  among  them.  In  their  retreat  one  of  their  pieces  was  abandoned, 
but  from  the  nature  of  the  ground  it  was  not  sent  for  that  night,  and 
under  cover  of  darkness  the  enemy  recovered  it. 

The  guns  engaged  in  this  singular  conflict  on  our  side  were  three 
6-pouuder  rifled  pieces  and  four  ordinary  6-pounders,  all  of  Walton's 
battery,  Washington  Artillery,  of  New  Orleans.  The  officers  immedi- 
ately attached  were  Captain  Esldeman,  Lieu ts.  O.  W.  Squires,  Richard- 
son,  Garnett,  ami  Whittington.  At  the  same  time  our  infantry  held 
the  bank  of  the  stream  in  advance  of  our  guns,  and  the  missiles  of  the 
combatants  flew  to  aud  fro  above  them,  as  cool  and  veteran-like  for  more 
than  an  hour  they  steadily  awaited  the  moment  and  signal  for  the  ad- 
vance. 

While  the  conflict  was  at  its  height  before  Blackburn's  Ford,  about  4 
o'clock  p.  m.,  the  enemy  again  displayed  himself  in  force  before  Bon- 
ham's  position.  At  this  time  Colonel  Kershaw,  with  four  companies  of 
his  regiment  (Second  South  Carolina)  and  one  piece  of  Kemper's  battery, 
were  thrown  across  Mitchell's  Ford  to  the  ridge  which  Kemper  had  oc- 
cupied that  morning.  Two  solid  shot  and  three  spherical  case  thrown 
among  them  with  a  precision  inaugurated  by  that  artillerist  at  Vienna 
effected  their  discomfiture  and  disappearance,  and  our  troops  in  that 
quarter  were  again  withdrawn  within  our  lines,  having  discharged  the 
duty  assigned. 

At  the  close  of  the  engagemeut  before  Blackburn's  Ford  I  directed 
General  Longstreet  to  withdraw  the  First  and  Seventeenth  Regiments, 
which  had  borne  the  brunt  of  the  action,  to  a  position  in  reserve,  leaving 
Colonel  Early  to  occupy  the  field  with  his  brigade  and  Garland's  regi- 
ment. 

As  a  part  of  the  history  of  this  engagement  I  desire  to  place  on  record 
that  on  the  18th  of  July  not  one  yard  of  intrenchmeuts  nor  one  rifle  pit 
sheltered  the  men  at  Blackburn's  Ford,  who,  officers  and  men,  with  rare 
exceptions,  were  on  that  day  for  the  first  time  under  fire,  and  who,  taking 
and  maintaining  every  position  ordered,  cannot  be  too  much  commended 
for  their  soldierly  behavior. 

Our  artillery  was  manned  and  officered  by  those  who  but  yesterday 
were  called  from  the  civil  avocations  of  a  busy  city.  They  were  matched 
with  the  picked  light  artillery  of  the  Federal  Regular  Army — Company 
E,  Third  Artillery,  under  Captain  Ayres,  with  an  armament,  as  their 
own  chief  of  artillery  admits,  of  Xwo  10-pounder  Parrott  rifled  guns, 
two  12-pounder  howitzers,  and  two  G-pouuder  pieces,  aided  by  two 
20-pounder  Parrott  rifled  guns  of  Company  G,  Fifth  Artillery,  under 
Lieutenant  Benjamin.  Thus  matched,  they  drove  their  veteran  adver- 
saries from  the  field,  giving  confidence  in  and  promise  of  the  coming 
efficiency  of  that  brilliant  arm  of  our  service. 

Having  thus  related  the  main  or  general  results  and  events  of  the 
action  of  Bull  Run,  in  conclusion  it  is  proper  to  signalize  some  of  those 
who  contributed  most  to  the. satisfactory  results  of  that  day.  Thanks 
are  due  to  Brigadier-Generals  Bonham  and  Ewell  and  to  Colonel  Cocke 
and  the  officers  under  them  for  the  ability  shown  iu  conducting  and  exe- 
cuting the  retrograde  movements  on  Bull  Run  directed  in  my  orders  of 
the  8th  of  July — movements  on  which  huug  the  fortunes  of  this  Army. 

Brigadier-General  Longstreet,  who  commanded  immediately  the  troops 
engaged  at  Blackburn's  Ford  on  the  18th,  equaled  my  confident  expec- 
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t  a  ions,  aud  I  may  fitly  say  that  by  his  presence  at  the  right  place  at 
the  right  moment  among  his  men,  by  the  exhibition  of  characteristic 
coolness,  and  by  his  words  of  encouragement  to  the  men  of  his  command, 
he  infused  a  confidence  and  spirit  that  contributed  largely  to  the  success 
of  our  arms  on  that  day. 

Colonel  Early  brought  his  brigade  into  position  and  subsequently 
into  action  with  judgment,  and  at  the  proper  moment;  he  displayed 
capacity  for  command  and  personal  gallantry. 

Colonel  Moore,  commanding  the  First  Virginia  Volunteers,  wit 
severely  wounded  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  the  command  of  which 
subsequently  devolved  upon  Major  Skinner,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fry 
having  been  obliged  to  leave  the  field  in  consequence  of  a  sun-stroke. 

An  accomplished,  promising  officer,  Maj.  Carter  H.  Harrison,  Eleventh 
Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers,  was  lost  to  the  service  while  leading  two 
companies  of  his  regiment  against  the  enemy.  He  fell .  twice  shot,  mor- 
tally wounded. 

Brigadier-General  Longstreet,  while  finding  on  all  sides  alacrity,  ardor, 
and  intelligence,  mentions  his  special  obligations  to  Colonels  Moore, 
Garland,  and  Corse,  commanding  severally  regiments  of  his  brigade, 
and  to  their  field  officers.  Lieutenaut-Colonels  Fry,  Funsten,  Munford, 
and  Majors  Brent  and  Skinner,  of  whom  he  says,  "They  displayed  more 
coolness  and  energy  than  is  usual  amoug  veterans  of  the  old  service." 
General  Longstreet  also  mentions  the  conduct  of  Captain  Marye,  of  the 
Seventeenth  Virginia  Volunteers,  as  especially  gallant  on  one  occasion, 
in  advance  of  the  ford. 

The  regiments  of  Early's  brigade  were  commanded  by  Colonel  Harry 
Hays  and  Lieutenant-Colonels  Williams  and  Flairs  ton ,  who  handled  their 
commands  in  action  with  satisfactory  coolness  and  skill,  supported  by 
their  field  officers,  Lieutenant-Colonel  De  Choiseul  and  Major  Penn,  of 
the  Seventh  Louisiana,  and  Major  Patton,  of  the  Seventh  Virginia  Vol- 
unteera. 

The  skill,  the  conduct,  and  the  soldierly  qualities  of  the  Washington 
Artillery  engaged  were  all  that  could  be  desired.  The  officers  and  men 
attached  to  the  seven  pieces  already  specified  won  for  their  battalion  a 
distinction  which  I  feel  assured  will  never  be  tarnished,  and  which  will 
ever  snrve  to  urge  them  and  their  corps  to  high  endeavor.  Lieutenant 
Squires  worthily  commanded  the  pieces  in  action.  The  commander  of 
the  battalion  was  necessarily  absent  from  the  immediate  field,  under 
orders  in  the  sphere  of  his  duties,  but  the  fruits  of  his  discipline,  zeal, 
instruction,  and  capacity  as  an  artillery  commander  were  present,  and 
must  redound  to  his  reputation. 

On  the  left,  at  Mitchell's  Ford,  while  no  serious  engagement  occurred, 
the  conduct  of  all  was  eminently  satisfactory  to  the  general  officers  in 
command. 

It  is  duo,  however,  to  Col.  J.  L.  Kemper,  Virginia  forces,  to  express 
ray  sense  of  the  value  of  his  services  in  the  preparation  for  and  execu- 
tion of  the  retreat  from  Fairfax  Court- House  on  Bull  Run.  Called  from 
the  head  of  his  regiment,  by  what  appeared  to  me  an  imperative  need 
of  the  service,  to  take  charge  of  the  superior  duties  of  the  quarter- 
master's department  with  the  advance  at  that  critical  juncture,  he  ac- 
cepted the  responsibilities  involved,  and  was  eminently  efficient 

For  further  information  touching  officers  and  individuals  of  the  First 
Brigade,  and  the  details  of  the  retrograde  movement,  I  have  to  refer 
particularly  to  the  report  of  Brigadier-General  Bonham,  herewith  [No. 
001. 

it  is  proper  here  to  state  that  while  from  the  outset  it  had  been  de- 
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termined  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy  in  force  to  fall  back  and  fight 
him  on  the  line  of  Boll  Bon,  yet  the  position  occupied  by  General 
EwellV  brigade,  if  necessary,  could  have  been  maintained  against  a 
largely  superior  force.  This  was  especially  the  case  with  the  position 
of  the  Fifth  Alabama  Volunteers,  Colonel  Bodes,  which  that  excellent 
officer  had  made  capable  of  a  resolute  protracted  defense  against  heavy 
odds.  Accordingly,  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  ultimo,  when  the  enemy 
appeared  before  that  position,  they  were  checked  and  held  at  bay  with 


in  a  skirmish  in  advance  of  the  works,  in  which 
Major  Morgan  and  Captain  Shelley,  Fifth  Regiment  Alabama  Volunteers, 
acted  with  intelligent  gallantry,  and  the  post  was  only  abandoned  un- 
der general,  but  specific,  imperative  orders,  in  conformity  with  a  long- 
conceived  established  plan  of  action  and  battle. 

Capt.  B.  P.  Alexander,  Confederate  States  Engineers,  fortunately 
joined  my  headquarters  in  time  to  introduce  the  system  of  new  field 
signals,  which  under  bis  skillful  management  rendered  me  the  most 
important  service  preceding  and  during  the  engagement. 

The  medical  officers  serving  with  the  regiments  engaged  were  at  their 
proper  posts  and  discharged  their  duties  with  satisfactory  skill  and 
zeal,  and  on  one  occasion  at  least,  under  an  annoying  fire,  when  Surgeon 
Cullen,  First  Begiment  Virginia  Volunteers,  was  obliged  to  remove  our 
wounded  from  the  hospital,  which  had  become  the  special  target  of  the 
enemy's  rifled  guns,  notwithstanding  it  was  surmounted  by  the  usual 
yellow  hospital  flag,  but  which,  however,  I  hope  for  the  sake  of  past 
associations  was  ignorantly  mistaken  for  a  Confederate  flag.  The  name 
of  each  individual  medical  officer  I  cannot  mention. 

On  the  <lay  of  the  engagement  I  was  attended  by  my  personal  staff, 
Lieut.  S.  W.  Ferguson,  aide-de-camp,  and  my  volunteer  aides-de  camp, 
Colonels  Preston,  Manning,  Chesnut,  MilesT*Chisolm.  and  Hayward,  of 
South  Carolina,  to  all  of  whom  I  am  greatly  indebted  for  manifold  es- 
sential services  in  the  transmission  of  orders  on  the  field  and  in  the 
preliminary  arrangements  for  the  occupation  and  maintenance  of  the 
line  of  Bull  Bun. 

Col.  Thomas  Jordan,  assistant  adjutant-general ;  Capt.  0.  H.  Smith, 
assistant  adjutant-general ;  Col.  S.  Jones,  chief  of  artillery  and  ord- 
nance ;  Major  Cabell,  chief  quartermaster ;  Capt.  W.  H.  Fowle,  chief 
of  subsistence  department ;  Snrg.  Thomas  H.  Williams,  medical  direc- 
tor, and  Assistant  Surgeon  Brodie,  medical  purveyor,  of  the  general 
staff,  attached  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  were  necessarily  engaged 
severally  with  their  responsible  duties  at  my  headquarters  .at  Camp 
Pickens,  which  they  discharged  with  an  energy  and  intelligence  for 
which  I  have  to  tender  my  sincere  thanks. 

Messrs.  McLean,  Wilcoxen,  Kinchelo,  and  Brawner,  citizens  of  this 
immediate  vicinity,  it  is  their  due  to  say,  have  placed  me  and  the  coun- 
try under  great  obligations  for  the  information  relative  to  this  region, 
which  has  enabled  me  to  avail  myself  of  its  defensive  features  and  re- 
sources. They  were  fonnd  ever  ready  to  give  me  their  time  without 
stint  or  reward. 

Our  casualties,  in  all  sixty-eight  killed  and  wounded,  were  fifteen 
(including  two  reported  missing)  killed,  and  fifty-three  wounded,  sev- 
eral of  whom  have  since  died.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  can  only  be  con- 
jectured. It  was  unquestionably  heavy.  In  the  cursory  examination, 
which  was  made  by  details  from  Longstreet's  and  Early's  brigades,  on 
the  18th  of  July,  of  that  part  of  the  field  immediately  contested  and 
near  Blackburn's  Ford,  some  sixty-four  corpses  were  found  and  buried. 
Some  few  wounded  and  at  least  twenty  prisoners  were  also  picked  up, 
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besides  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  stand  of  arms,  a  large  quantity 
of  accouterments  and  blankets,  and  quite  one  hundred  and  fifty  hats. 

The  effect  of  this  day's  conflict  was  to  satisfy  the  enemy  he  could  not 
force  a  passage  across  Bull  Bun  in  the  face  of  our  troops,  and  led  him 
into  the  flank  movement  of  the  21st  of  July  and  the  battle  of  Manassas, 
the  details  of  which  will  be  related  in  another  paper. 

Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  reports  of  the  several  brig- 
ade commanders  en  craved  and  of  the  artillery :  also  a  man  of  the  field 
of  battle.* 

The  rendition  of  this  report,  it  is  proper  to  say  in  conclusion,  has  been 
unavoidably  delayed  by  the  constantly  engrossing  administrative  duties 
of  the  commander  of  an  army  corps  composed  wholly  of  volunteers,  du- 
ties vitally  essential  to  its  well  being  and  future  efficiency,  and  which 
I  could  not  set  aside  or  postpone  on  any  account. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector- General,  0.  8.  Army. 

Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  100.        J  Manassas  Junction)  July  8, 1861. 

Paragraph  IV,  of  Special  Orders.  No.  51',  from  these  headquarters, 
dated  June  20,  1861,  is  revoked,  and  if  attacked  by  a  superior  force  of 
the  enemy,  the  three  brigades  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  serving  in 
Fairfax  County,  will  retire  in  the  following  manner  and  order : 

I.  The  First  Brigade  on  Mitchell's  Ford,  of  Bull  Run,  by  way  of  Cen- 
treville. 

II.  The  whole  of  the  Fifth  Brigade  on  Bull  Run  stone  bridge,  and 
adjacent  fords,  making  a  stand,  if  practicable,  at  the  suspension  bridge 
across  Cub  Run. 

LTL  The  Second  Brigade,  except  Colonel  Rodes'  regiment,  will  fall 
back  via  the  railway  and  aqjacent  roads  on  Union  Mills  Fora  and  the 
railroad  bridge  across  Bull  Run,  burning  the  bridges  on  their  way. 

The  Fifth  Regiment  Alabama  Volunteers,  Colonel  Rodes,  will  retire 
by  way  of  Braddock's  old  road  and  the  nearest  side  roads  to  McLean's 
Ford,  on  Bull  Run,  or  Union  Mills  Ford,  as  "most  practicable.  These 
brigades,  thus  in  position,  will  make  a  desperate  stand  at  the  several 
points  hereinbefore  designated  on  the  line  of  Bull  Run,  and  will  be  sup- 
ported as  follows : 

I.  The  Third  Brigade  will  move  forward  to  McLean's  Ford. 

II.  The  Fourth  Brigade  will  repair  to  Blackburn's  Ford. 

LTI.  The  Sixth  Brigade  will  be  advanced  to  Union  Mills  Ford. 

IV.  Major  Walton's  battery  will  repair  to  McLean's  farm-house  by 
the  shortest  practicable  route,  with  which  he  shall  at  once  make  himself 
and  his  officers  thoroughly  acquainted.  At  said  farm-house  he  will 
await  further  orders. 

Should  the  enemy  march  to  the  attack  of  Mitchell's  Ford  via  Centre- 
ville  the  following  movements  will  be  made  with  celerity : 

I.  The  Fourth  Brigade  will  march  from  Blackburn's  Ford  to  attack 
him  on  the  flank  and  center. 
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n.  The  Third  Brigade  will  be  thrown  to  the  attack  of  his  center  and 
rear  towards  Centreville. 

III.  The  Second  and  Sixth  Brigades  united  will  also  posh  forward 
and  attack  him  in  the  rear  by  way  of  Centreville,  protecting  their  own 
right  flanks  and  rear  from  the  direction  of  Fairfax  Station  and  Oonrt- 
House. 

IV.  In  the  event  of  the  defeat  of  the  enemy,  the  troops  at  Mitchell's 
Ford  and  stone  bridge,  especially  the  cavalry  and  artillery,  will  join  in 
the  pursuit,  which  will  be  conducted  with  vigor  but  unceasing  pru- 
dence, and  continued  until  he  shall  have  been  clriven  beyond  the  Po- 
tomac. 

V.  The  garrison  of  JCamp  Pickens  and  all  existing  guards  and  pickets 
inside  of  the  lines  of  Bull  Bun  and  the  Occoquan  River  will  remain  in 
position  until  otherwise  ordered. 

VI.  The  chiefs  of  the  several  staff  corps  attached  to  these  headquar- 
ters will  take  all  necessary  measures  to  secure  an  efficient  service  of 
their  respective  departments  in  the  exigency. 

By  order  of  Brigadier  General  Beauregard : 

THOMAS  JORDAN, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Palm  ■■nil 

The  plan  of  attack  prescribed  within  would  have  been  executed  with 
modifications  affecting  First  and  Fifth  Brigades  to  meet  the  attack  upon 
Blackburn's  Ford  but  for  t*he  expected  coming  of  General  Johnston's 
command,  which  was  known  to  be  en  route  to  join  me  on  the  18th  of  July. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General)  Commanding, 


No.  65. 

Reports  of  Col  Thomas  Jordan,  Assistant  Adjutant  General  0.  8.  forces, 

of  operations  July  18  and  19. 

Manassas,  July  18, 1861. 

General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  General  : 

The  enemy  began  the  action  at  12  o'clock  noon  to-day  at  MitchelPs 
Ford— subsequently  at  McLean's  Ford.  Bonham's  and  Longs  tree  t's 
brigades  engaged.  Firing  very  heavy  and  obstinate.  Thus  far  we  have 
maintained  our  positious,  despite  the  great  odds  opposed .  There  is  now 
a  lull.  Johnston  is  marching  to  our  support  by  Ashby's  Gap  and  forced 
marches. 

Respectfully, 

THOMAS  JORDAN, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Manassas,  July  10,  1861. 

General  S.  Coopeb,  Adjutant  General : 

Enemy  did  not  renew  fight  to-day.  The  ground  they  were  driven  from 
was  strewn  with  guns,  hats,  swords,  coats,  &e.   Late  this  afternoon 
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their  columns  had  been  seen  gathering  as  if  for  an  attack  to-morrow  in 
great  force,  and  we  hear  of  a  heavy  force  about  Sangster's.  Johnston's 
brigades  are  arriving.  Jackson  already  here.  Holmes  is  pushing  up. 
McCrae  is  here.  The  general  is  out  on  the  line  of  Bull  Bun,  watching 
reported  movements. 

THOMAS  JOBDAN. 


Ko.  66. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  L.  Bonham,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  First  Brig- 
ade, of  retreat  from  Fairfax  Court-House  and  skirmish  at  MitcheWs 
Ford. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brio.,  Fibst  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Camp  Qregg,  July  31, 1861. 

General  :  In  making,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  a  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  brigade  on  the  18th  instant,  I  beg  leave  to  make  a 
brief  statement  of  the  events  immediately  preceding  that  day,  and  which 
are  closely  connected  with  it. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  instant,  at  Fairfax  Court-House,  the  ad- 
vance forces  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  under  my  command  consisted 
of  the  Second  Begiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  Colonel  Kershaw: 
Third,  Colonel  Williams;  Seventh,  Colonel  Bacon :  Eighth,  Colonel 
Cash ;  the  Eighteenth  Virginia  Volunteers,  Colonel  Withers,  tempora- 
rily attached ;  part  of  Colonel  Badford's  cavalry ;  Captains  Wickham's, 
Ball's,  Powell's,  and  Payne's  troops  of  cavalry,  and  the  batteries  of 
Captains  Kemper  and  Shields.  Early  that  morning  I  received  from  my 
scouts  confirmation  of  what  I  had  been  hearing  many  hours  previous, 
viz,  that  the  enemy  would  probably  advance  upon  me  that  morning  by 
the  Alexandria,  Flint  Hill,  and,  it  was  said,  the  Falls  Church  roads. 

In  obedience  to  your  orders,  which  I  had  previously  received,  to  fall 
back  on  the  approach  of  an  enemy  to  attack  my  position  in  "superior 
force,7'  I  ordered  my  baggage  and  supply  wagons  to  be  put  in  immediate 
motion,  and  to  be  parked  in  rear  of  Bull  Bun,  Mitchell's  Ford.  This 
was  promptly  and  successfully  accomplished  by  Colonel  Kemper,  assisted 
by  Lieutenant  Washington,  quartermaster,  and  Major  Kennedy,  com- 
missary  for  the  command,  with  but  little  loss. 

Between  8  and  9  o'clock  I  heard  the  report  and  saw  the  smoke  of  the 
enemy's  artillery  at  Flint  Hill,  about  two  miles  off,  and  learned  at  the 
same  time  that  my  pickets  were  being  driven  in.  I  immediately  ordered 
the  troops  to  their  trenches,  their  places  having  been  previously  desig- 
nated, which  order  was  obeyed  with  the  greatest  alacrity  and  enthusiasm, 
the  body  of  the  troops  not  knowing  that  they  were  to  fall  back  at  all. 
My  plan  of  falling  back  on  Bull  Bun,  based  upon  your  instructions,  I 
had  previously  explained  to  the  commanding  officers  of  corps,  assigning 
each  his  position  on  the  march  at  Centreville  and  at  Bull  Bun  in  a  con- 
fidential order,  which  I  did  not  deliver  till  on  the  march. 

Finding  the  enemy  did  not  seem  to  be  approaching  by  the  Falls 
Church  road,  I  ordered  the  pickets  to  be  withdrawn  from  that  road. 
About  9  o'clock  the  enemy  made  his  appearance  in  large  force  on  the 
Flint  Hill  slope,  and,  deploying  his  columns,  moved  down  toward  the 
Court-House,  his  lines  extending  a  great  distance  across  the  open  fields, 
stretching  out  from  Flint  Hill  to  the  Court-House.   1  awaited  his  ap- 
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proach  till  a  part  of  his  force  had  arrived  within  a  half  mile  of  my  works, 
to  be  satisfied  that  his  force  was  such  "  superior  force"  as  I  had  heard 
it  would  be  and  as  came  within  the  intent  of  your  order. 

Having  satisfied  myself  that  he  was  concentratiug  around  me  a  force 
many  times  my  number— in  three  columns,  from  Alexandria  upon  my 
right,  upon  my  left  at  Germantown,  from  the  same  place,  and  having 
sent  word  to  General  Ewell  that  I  was  about  to  begin  my  movement — I 
ordered  my  regiments  to  take  up  the  line  of  march  according  to  my  pre- 
arranged plan,  and  directed  Kershaw's  regiment  (which,  with  Kemper's 
battery  and  Wickham's  and  Floyd's  troops  of  cavalry,  constituted  my 
rear  guard)  to  file,  as  they  retired,  through  the  trenches  as  the  preceding 
regiments  filed  out.  The  column  thus  fell  back  in  perfect  order  to  Cen- 
tre ville,  the  enemy  not  venturing  to  attack  my  rear  guard.  At  dark  our 
pickets  were  within  a  few  hundred  paces  of  each  other. 

At  midnight,  Major  Bhett  having  returned  from  a  personal  interview 
with  yourself,  I  resumed  the  march,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  and 
at  daylight  put  my  command  in  position  at  Mitchell's  Ford,  on  Bull 
Bun,  the  place  previously  assigned  me,  placing  two  pieces  of  Kemper's 
battery  six  hundred  yards  in  front  of  my  center,  ou  Kemper's  Hill, 
supported  by  two  companies  of  light  troops,  in  order  to  give  the 
enemy's  advancing  column  a  few  shots  before  retiring  to  the  position 
assigned  those  pieces  behind  the  run.  The  Eleventh  North  Carolina 
Volunteers,  Colonel  Kirkland,  and  the  Eighth  Louisiana  Battalion, 
Colonel  Kelly,  reported  to  me  during  the  morning.  The  former,  having 
been  kept  for  a  while  in  reserve,  was  placed  on  the  extreme  left;  the 
latter  was  held  in  reserve  in  rear  of  the  center  of  my  position. 

At  about  12  m.  the  enemy,  following  up  his  movements  of  the  day 
previous,  opened  a  heavy  cannonade  on  my  position,  which  was  kept 
up  most  of  the  day,  throwing  shell  and  shot  into  every  portion  of  my 
command,  but  fortunately  without  injury  to  the  troops.  As  the  range 
of  his  guns  and  the  weight  of  his  metal  were  greater  than  my  own, 
Captain  Kemper's'  two  pieces,  with  the  two  supporting  companies,  were 
withdrawn  to  their  position  in  the  rear  of  the  run,  but  not  till  some 
effective  shots  had  been  made  at  the  enemy.  In  the  course  of  a  few 
hours  he  attacked  the  position  of  General  Longstreet  at  Blackburn's 
Ford,  a  short  distance  to  my  right,  from  which  he  was  most  gallantly 
repulsed.  He  then  began  to  show  his  troops  in  some  force  in  my  front. 
By  your  leave  I  ordered  Colonel  Kershaw,  with  four  companies  of  his 
regiment  and  one  piece  of  Kemper's  battery,  to  move  forward  to  Kem- 
per's Hill,  and  open  fire  upon  that  force.  It  was  promptly  and  gallantly 
executed,  three  or  four  effective  shots  being  thrown  into  the  grove  near 
Butler's  house,  doing  some  execution  and  scattering  the  enemy  in  every 
direction. 

I  cannot  too  highly  commend  the  conduct  and  bearing  of  all  the 
officers  and  men  under  my  command.  Everything  that  characterizes 
a  gallant  people  prepared  to  perish  before  a  superior  force,  if  necessary, 
for  the  defense  of  their  homes,  was  exhibited  by  them  throughout  the 
trying  and  fatiguing  operations  of  the  17th  and  18th  of  July.  Inclosed 
I  send  reports  of  officers  of  my  command  as  far  as  received. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  L.  BONHAM, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
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No.  C7. 

Report  of  Col.  J.  B.  Kershaw,  Second  South  Carolina  Infantry,  of  re- 
treat from  Fairfax  Court-House  and  skirmish  at  MitcheWa  Ford. 

Hdqhs.  Second  Palmetto  Reg't,  South  Carolina  Vols., 

Vienna,  Fa.,  July  26,  1801. 

General  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  as  soon  as  I  could  obtain  the 
proper  materials,  I  proceed  to  report  the  operations  of  my  command 
from  the  17th  to  21st  instant,  inclusive,  in  two  separate  reports : 

In  accordance  with  your  orders  I  had  prepared  my  command  to  cover 
the  movement  of  the  advance  forces  from  Fairfax  Court-House  to  Bull 
Run  whenever  it  should  be  ascertained  that  the  enemy  were  approach- 
ing our  position  iu  overwhelming  force.  On  the  morning  of  the  17th, 
at  an  early  hour,  the  drums  of  the  enemy  announced  their  movement 
towards  Fairfax  Court- House,  and  soon  after  sunrise  one  of  the  pickets 
stationed  on  the  road  from  Flint  Hill  to  the  Falls  Church  road,  midway 
between  the  two  points,  was  seeu  rapidly  retreating  across  the  field, 
having  two  pickets  of  fifty  men  each,  consisting  of  Captain  HauVs  com- 
pany and  a  part  of  Captain  Rbett's,  all  nuder  the  command  of  Captain 
Haile,  stationed  on  the  Falls  Church  road,  one-half  under  Lieutenant 
Canty,  two  miles  distant  from  camp,  the  remainder  about  a  mile  farther 
at  the  barricades,  under  Captain  Haile  in  person,  whose  orders  required 
that  they  should  engage  the  enemy  when  he  appeared  and  fall  back 
fighting. 

I  at  once  apprehended  that  they  would  be  flanked  and  cut  off,  since 
their  left  was  entirely  uncovered  by  the  retreat  of  the  picket  first  men- 
tioned. Accordingly,  accompanied  by  Mr.  A.  £.  Doby,  of  my  staff,  I 
visited  the  pickets,  instructing  them  to  fall  back  one  upon  the  other, 
and  both  to  retire  together  so  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  that  the  enemy 
had  passed  them  to  the  left.  Hearing  firing  in  the  direction  of  Flint 
Hill,  I  rode  to  the  point  whence  the  picket  had  retreated,  and  found 
the  enemy's  skirmishers  occupying  the  open  ground,  as  far  as  could  be 
seen  in  the  direction  of  the  Vienna  road,  with  a  heavy  column  occupying 
the  woods  in  their  rear,  but  not  at  that  time  advancing.  I  returned  to 
Captain  Haile's  picket,  renewed  my  caution,  caused  a  barricade  to  be 
erected  at  the  position  of  my  nearest  picket,  and  ordered  them  forward 
to  the  intersection  of  the  Flint  Hill  road,  to  support  Captain  Haile  and 
to  observe  the  approach  of  the  enemy  along  that  road.  Having  made 
these  dispositions  I  returned  to  camp,  and  found  my  regiment  drawn  up 
on  their  parade  ground,  tents  and  baggage  packed  and  sent  off  as  far 
as  transportation  had  been  provided  for  them,  aud  ready  for  movement. 

At  this  time  I  received  your  order  in  person  directing  me  to  recall  the 
pickets,  and  immediately  dispatched  Mr.  Edward  Wallace,  of  my  staff,  for 
that  purpose.  I  posted  the  companies  of  Captains  Hoke  aud  Cuthbert 
in  the  woods  to  the  right  of  the  Falls  Church  road,  Captain  Casson  in 
reserve  in  front  of  my  camp  upon  the  road,  Captain  Rhett,  with  the  re- 
mainder of  his  company,  in  frout  iu  the  log-house  on  the  road.  Captain 
Perrynian's  rifles  in  a  wood  in  front  of  the  left  of  the  trenches,  Kemper's 
battery,  with  two  pieces,  occupying  the  trenches.  By  this  time  the 
enemy,  after  firing  a  few  cannon  shot,  had  deployed  their  line  of  battle 
directly  in  front  and  to  the  left  of  Captaiu  Perrynian's  position,  and  it 
was  announced  to  me  that  the  movement  to  Bnlf  Run  had  already  been 
commenced  by  the  withdrawal  of  Colonel  Williams  from  his  original 
position  on  the  Alexandria  road.  I  placed  in  position  at  the  entrance 
of  that  into  Fairfax  Court-House  three  companies  of  infantry,  under 
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command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jones,  and  threw  Captain  Casson's  com- 
pany on  the  hill  on  the  left  of  the  road  at  the  hospital,  placing  a  section 
of  Kemper's  battery  iu  position  at  the  Court- House. 

Receiving  your  orders  to  fall  back,  anxious  for  the  safety  of  my  picket, 
who  had  not  yet  returned,  the  enemy  being  now  far  in  the  rear  of  the 
l>ositiou  where  the  pickets  had  been  posted,  I  went  forward  with  Cap- 
tain Hoke's  company  and  Captain  lthett's  to  the  hill  near  Wilcoxson's, 
where  I  awaited  their  arrival.  Shortly  after  they  appeared,  and  my 
movement  commenced.  Withdrawing  all  the  companies  and  Kemper's 
battery  from  the  Falls  Church  road,  I  occupied  with  them,  alternating 
with  the  detachment  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jones,  each  successive  in- 
trenchment  from  that  point  to  the  Germantown  road  as  they  were  sev- 
erally vacated  by  the  negiments  in  charge  of  them,  having  in  the  mean 
time  been  re-enforced  by  the  arrival  of  Captain  Wickham's  squadron  of 
cavalry,  composed  of  his  own  aud  Captain  Flood's  company. 

Arrived  at  the  fork  of  the  road,  I  moved  one  battalion  towards  Ger- 
mantown to  replace  Colonel  Cash,  and  took  position  on  the  Centre ville 
road  on  the  hill  commanding  the  village  of  Fairfax  with  two  pieces  of 
artillery  and  the  other  battalion,  directing  the  other  two  pieces  to  take 
l>ositiou  in  the  rear  at  the  intersection  of  the  cross-road  from  German- 
town,  to  which  the  first  battalion  had  been  directed  to  proceed.  So 
soon  as  Colonel  Cash  had  advanced  sufficiently  on  his  march  1  moved 
the  whole  command  in  good  order  to  •Centreville  without  interference, 
where  we  took  position,  much  fatigued  from  the  excessive  heat  of  the 
day,  at  Artillery  HilL 

At  midnight  I  was  informed  that  the  march  had  been  resumed  to  Bull 
Run,  and  so  soon  as  all  the  troops  had  left  the  village  of  Centreville  I 
put  my  command  in  motion  in  the  following  order:  First,  the  cavalry; 
second,  Kemper's  battery;  third,  infantry,  with  a  small  cavalry  vedette 
a  short  distance  in  the  rear.  In  this  order  we  marched  without  inter- 
ruption to  Mitchell's  Ford,  Bull  Bun,  where  my  regiment  resumed  the 
position  which  they  had  occupied  some  weeks  before  in  the  intrench- 
ments  of  their  own  construction.  Two  pieces  of  Kemper's  battery  were 
placed  in  position  in  the  trenches  on  the  left  of  the  road,  the  remaining 
two  placed  under  direction  on  Kemper's  Hill  north  of  the  run,  also  on 
the  left  of  the  road.  The  cavalry  were  directed  to  return  to  their  regi- 
ment. 

On  the  ISth  instant  Captain  Wallace's  company  was  stationed  at 
Butler's,  on  the  Centreville  road,  to  observe  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 
While  there  an  officer  of  the  enemy,  or  employ6  in  their  quartermaster's 
department,  O'Brien  by  name,  rode  up  to  Captain  Wallace  and  asked 
for  General  McDowell.  Immediately  perceiving  his  mistake  he  drew 
his  pistol  aud  turned  to  make  his  escape,  but  was  immediately  killed  by 
Captain  Wallace's  men.  Later  in  the  day  the  enemy  appeared  in  force, 
and  Captain  Wallace  withdrew  his  company.  Captaius  Perryman  and 
Cuthbert  were  thrown  out  iu  the  morning  with  their  companies  to  sup- 
port Kenqier's  half  battery  on  the  hill,  \niich  was  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Kemper  in  person. 

About  noon  a  heavy  artillery  fire  was  opened  upou  our  lines  from  the 
enemy's  artillery  posted  near  Bough's,  which  contiuued  for  some  time 
without  response  on  our  part:  but  the  range  of  Captain  Kem]>er's  posi- 
tion having  been  ascertained  by  the  enemy,  aud  their  tire  becoming 
more  threatening,  Captain  Kemper  fired  a  half  dozen  apparently  most 
effective  shots  aud  retired  in  saiety  to  the  trenches,  covered  by  Captaius 
Ferryman's  and  Cuthbert's  rities.  After  a  few  shots  at  this  retreatiug 
party  the  enemy  turned  their  attention  almost  exclusively  to  the  troops 
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posted  to  the  right  of  our  brigade.  During  the  day  there  were  many 
narrow  escapes  in  the  trenches  occupied  by  my  regiment,  and  the 
bravery  and  spirit  of  my  whole  command  was  strikingly  displayed  in 
their  contempt  of  the  danger  and  their  eagerness  for  a  nearer  approach 
of  the  enemy. 

About  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  by  your  direction,  I  detached  the 
companies  of  Captains  Hoke,  Cuthbert,  Oasson,  and  Haile,  and  assum- 
ing the  command  myself,  with  one  piece  of  Captain  Kemper's  artillery, 
under  his  own  command,  reoccupied  Kemper's  Hill.  Reconnoiteriug 
with  Messrs.  Doby«nd  Wallace,  of  my  staff,  it  was  ascertained  that  the 
enemy  occupied  in  force  the  graveyard  near  Holden's  and  the  ravine 
between  Holden's  and  Roberts'  house  with  skirmishers  in  the  open  field 
on  their  right  After  three  shots  from  Kemper's  battery,  which  pro- 
duced evident  confusion  iu  the  enemy's  ranks,  I  received  an  order  from 
General  Beauregard  to  return  immediately,  which  was  promptly  obeyed. 
Soon  after  the  enemy  ceased  firing  and  withdrew.  About  sunset,  by 
your  order,  my  regiment  moved  with  Captain  Kemper's  battery  and 
took  position  on  the  left  of  your  command,  where  we  remained  without 
incident  until  Sunday,  the  21st  instant 

One  unpleasant  feature  of  the  abandonment  of  Fairfax  Court  House 
was  the  loss  of  much  private  baggage,  some  tents,  knapsacks,  and  camp 
kettles,  and  all  the  hospital  stores,  for  the  want  of  sufficient  transporta- 
tion, which  this  regiment  has  never  had.  The  knapsacks  of  Captains 
Rhett's  and  Halle's  companies  were  lost  in  consequence  of  those  com- 
panies being  on  picket  guard  when  the  movement  commenced,  and  time 
was  not  afforded  them  to  recover  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  B.  KERSHAW, 
Colonel  Second  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  L.  Bonham. 

Commanding  First  Brigade,  dbc. 


No.  68. 

Report  of  Col.  J.  H.  Williams,  Third  South  Carolina  Infantry,  of  retreat 
from  Fairfax  Court  House  and  skirmish  at  Mitchell's  Ford, 

Camp  Gbegg,  Vienna,  Va,f  August  2,  1861. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  occupied  the  advanced  position  on 
the  main  turnpike  road  leading  from  Fairfax  Court-House  to  Alexan- 
dria when  the  enemy  appeared  in  movement  on  the  morning  of  the  17th 
upon  the  advanced  forces  at  Fairfax.  My  baggage  train,  which  had 
been  kept  in  readiness,  was  immediately  forwarded  in  the  direction  of 
Bull  Run,  carrying  everything  of  value.  My  two  companies  on  picket 
at  the  barricade  across  the  Alexandria  turnpike  road,  three  miles  from 
camp,  and  therefore  iu  danger  of  being  cut  off  by  the  column  of  the 
enemy  advancing  along  the  Flint  Hill  road,  were  called  in,  and  my  regi- 
ment marched  through  Fairfax  to  a  position  on  the  right  of  the  road  in 
front  of  Colonel  Bacon's  camp,  the  right  wing  of  the  battalion  being 
stationed  behind  the  intrenchments,  the  left  wing  drawn  up  under  the 
hill  to  the  left  of  the  works.  When  the  line  of  march  was  taken  up  I 
followed  in  rear  of  Colonel  Withers  as  far  as  Centreville,  and  arriving 
at  that  place  deployed  my  regiment  on  the  right,  occupying  the  village. 
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Tins  position  I  held  until  ordered  to  Bull  Run,  following  in  rear  of  the 
artillery.  Arriving  there,  I  deployed  along  the  right  bank  of  the  Btreain, 
my  right  resting  on  the  left  of  the  intrenched  works,  my  left  ex  tend  i  n  ^ 


up  the  stream  across  the  road  which  leads  from  Mitchell's  Ford  along 
the  right  bank.  My  men,  though  much  fatigued  and  in  want  of  sleep, 
completed  by  10  o'clock  a.  m.  temporary  breastworks  of  timber  and 
brushwood,  and  awaited  under  arms  the  attack  of  the  enemy,  who  soou 
after  appeared  in  heavy  force  in  our  front  and  opened  a  brisk  cannonade 
upon  our  whole  line.  One  of  my  companies  (Captain  Jones',  on  picket 
across  the  stream  at  Roberts'  house)  received  several  well  directed  tires 
of  the  enemy,  but  retired  under  orders  without  loss.  The  enemy's  fire 
was  kept  up  at  intervals  until  5  o'clock  p.  m.,  many  of  their  missiles 
passing  above  and  falling  around  us,  but  without  doing  any  damage. 

My  regiment  was  not  engaged  in  the  musketry  tire  on  the  right  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  18th,  being  kept  in  position  in  expectation  of  an  attack 
upon  the  center  of  our  general  line. 

I  must  here  express  my  high  appreciation  of  the  soldierly  qualities 
and  bearing  of  the  troops  under  my  command  exhibited  in  the  march 
from  Fairfax,  whjch  was  certainly  a  dangerous  and  trying  one,  and  of 
their  conduct  while  under  fire.  Of  their  fortitude,  courage,  and  the 
prompt  execution  of  all  orders  under  such  unfavorable  circumstances  I 
cannot  speak  too  highly.  On  every  occasion  I  received  the  active  co- 
operation of  all  the  field  and  staff  officers  and  all  the  officers  and  men 
under  my  command. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  H.  WILLIAMS, 
Colonel  Third  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  L.  Bonhah, 

Commanding  First  Brigade,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


No.  69. 

Report  of  Col.  T.  G.  Bacon,  Seventh  South  Carolina  Infantry,  of  skirmish 

at  MitcheWs  Ford. 

Hdqes.  Seventh  Reg>t  South  Carolina  Vols., 

August  2,  1861. 

General  :  In  obedience  to  an  order  received  from  headquarters  First 
Brigade,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  of  this  date,  issued  pursuant  to  an  order 
df  August  1,  received  from  Manassas,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
/olio wing  report : 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  July  the  enemy  appeared  on  a  high 
oill  about  twelve  hundred  yards  from  the  intrenchments  in  which  the 
Seventh  South  Carolina  Regiment  was  placed,  on  the  northwest  side  of 
the  road  leading  from  Mitchell's  Ford  over  Bull  Run  to  Centreville. 
By  9  a.  m.  of  that  day  they  had  located  their  batteries,  and  forthwith 
commenced  firing  upon  the  embankments  behind  which  we  were  situ- 
iited ,  throwing  both  shot  and  shell.  Random  firing  was  kept  up  during 
the  day  against  this  and  adjacent  points  until  the  close  of  the  battle 
fought  by  General  Lougstreet's  brigade,  situated  below  and  to  the  right 
of  the  Seventh  Regiment  The  batteries  were  rifled  and  6- pounder  can- 
non, throwing  6-pound  round  shot  and  12-pound  conical  shell.   No  injury 
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was  received  by  the  Seventh  Begiment  from  any  of  the  shots,  nor  did 
occur  farther  worthy  of  mentioning.* 


THOS.  G.  BACON, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Seventh  Regiment  8.  C.  Volunteer*. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  L.  Bonham,  Commanding  Firnt  Brigade,  drc. 


No.  70. 

Report  of  Lieut  Col  J.  W.  Henagan}  commanding  Eighth  South  Caro- 

Hdqbs.  Eighth  Beg^t  South  Carolina  Vols., 

Camp  Victory,  Vienna,  Va.,  July  29, 1861. 

In  obedience  to  General  Orders.  No.  — ,  from  headquarters  First 
Brigade,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  I  ask  leave  to  report  the  operations  of 
the  Eighth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers  from  the  morning  of 
the  17th  to  the  18th  instant,  inclusive,  during  which  time,  in  consequence 
of  the  illness  of  Colonel  Cash,  the  command  devolved  upon  me. 

At  a  very  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  repeated  and  rapid 
discharges  of  artillery  and  musketry  were  reported  at  a  distance  of  from 
two  to  three  miles  to  my  right  This  proved  to  be  an  attack  by  the  ad- 
vance guard  of  the  enemy's  columns  upon  pickets  stationed  on  the  Falls 
Church  and  Alexandria  roads.  These  pickets  having  been  driven  in, 
orders  from  brigade  headquarters  required  me  to  take  position  behind 
the  intrenchments  which  had  been  thrown  up  at  a  distance  of  three 
hundred  yards  in  front  of  my  camp  on  both  sides  of  the  road  leading 
from  Germantown  towards  the  Flint  Hill  school-house,  and  known  as 
the  Old  Georgetown' road.  A  gun  from  Captain  Shields'  howitzer  bat- 
tery had  been  previously  placed  in  position  on  the  right  of  this  road,  and 
was  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  McCarthy.  For  the  protection  of  this 
piece  I  threw  Company  G,  Captain  Harrington,  into  the  trenches  on  the 
right,  and  detailed  Company  0,  Captain  Coit,  to  operate  as  skirmishers 
in  the  woods  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  earthworks.  Company  D, 
Captain  Miller,  was  deployed  at  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  in  front  and  on  the  left  of  my  position.  Company  A,  Captain 
Hoole,  was  on  picket  at  a  barricade  one  and  a  Quarter  miles  in  advance, 
on  the  Flint  Hill  road,  and  Captain  Hough,  of  Company  B,  with  pari 
of  his  command,  was  on  picket  at  a  point  on  the  Fox  Mill  road  about 
one  mile  to  the  left  of  Captain  Hoole.  The  remainder  of  Company  B, 
under  Lieutenant  Johnson,  was  stationed  at  a  stone  bridge  one  and  a 
quarter  miles  from  Germantown,  on  the  Little  Biver  turnpike,  in  the 
direction  of  Centreville.  These  pickets,  had  been  placed  overnight,  and 
received  orders  at  a  very  early  hour  from  brigade  headquarters  to  dis- 
pute every  inch  of  ground  if  driven  in  during  the  day. 

The  firing  which  had  been  first  heard  upon  the  right  gradually  inclined 
towards  the  left,  indicating  a  movement  towards  my  front.  A  few  min- 
utes before  8  o'clock  the  enemy  appeared  in  large  force,  advancing  upon 
the  barricade  behind  which  Captain  Hoole  was  stationed — his  skirmish- 
ers beating  the  woods  on  both  sides  and  far  to  the  left.  Captain  Hoole 
retired  upon  the  nearer  approach  of  the  column,  and  fell  back  upon  the 
line  of  skirmishers  in  my  front   The  noise  of  axes  at  the  barricades 
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and  the  words  of  command  given  by  those  who  were  in  charge  of  the 
party  by  whom  it  was  cnt  away  were  distinctly  heard  by  Captain  Coil 
at  li is  advanced  position.  I  had  as  yet  received  no  orders  to  draw  in 
my  pickets,  although  the  enemy  could  now  be  plainly  seen  deploying 
across  the  road  at  a  distance  of  four  hundred  to  five  hundred  yards  in 
front  of  my  line.  The  delay  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  in  advancing  im- 
mediately upon  my  position  led  me  to  suspect  a  flank  movement  was 
intended  upon  my  left,  and  this,  if  successful,  would  have  necessarilv 
involved  the  sacrifice  of  Captain  Hough's  command.  My  surmise  was 
soon  confirmed  by  the  rapid  movement  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers  to  the 
left  in  squads  of  four  or  five,  while  his  advance  still  bore  slowly  down 
on  my  front. 

Although  I  had  been  advised  of  the  original  purpose  of  the  command- 
ing general  to  fall  back  upon  Centre ville  and  Bull  Bun,  the  apparent 
impossibility  of  now  withdrawing  in  safety  from  the  immediate  presence 
of  a  largely  superior  force  led  me  to  suppose  that  there  had  been  a  change 
in  the  plan  of  operations,  and  that  it  was  expected  a  stand  should  be 
made  in  our  present  position.  I  communicated  this  supposition  to  the 
men  of  my  command,  and  it  is  due  them  to  say  that  the  degree  of  alac- 
rity with  which  they  assumed  the  positions  assigned  them  severally  and 
the  coolness  with  which  they  prepared  to  meet  the  overwhelming  num- 
bers immediately  opposing  them  entitle  them  to  most  honorable  men- 
tion. At  this  critical  juncture,  and  as  he  was  on  the  point  of  opening 
fire  upon  the  advancing  enemy,  Lieutenant  McCarthy  received  orders  to 
withdraw  his  gun  from  position  and  rejoin  his  battery.  My  command 
was  thus  left  unsupported,  while  I  was  every  instant  expecting  my 
skirmishers  to  engage  those  of  the  enemy.  The  distance  between  the 
enemy's  advance  and  my  skirmishers  was  reduced  to  less  than  one  hun- 
dred yards  before  I  received  orders  to  withdraw  my  command  and  take 
position  in  the  retreating  column.  I  immediately  dispatched  two  of  the 
mounted  staff  to  the  relief  of  the  skirmishers  and  pickets,  and  filed  out 
of  the  trenches,  retiring  in  good  order  through  Germ  an  town  to  theCen- 
treville  road,  where  the  column  had  been  halted  and  awaited  my  com- 
ing. I  was  for  some  time  fearful  that  the  detached  companies  which  I 
had  been  compelled  to  leave  on  duty  would  be  cut  off  "before  they  could 
rejoin  the  regiment,  and  this  would  certainly  have  been  the  case  but  for 
the  personal  exertions  of  Col.  B.  D.  Howard,  volunteer  aide-de-camp  to 
the  colonel,  and  Capt  J.  C.  McClenaghan,  regimental  quartermaster, 
who  at  the  imminent  peril  of  their  own  safety  sought  and  conducted 
across  the  fields  the  skirmishing  parties  and  pickets,  and  overtook  the 
column  near  Centre  ville.  Two  shots  were  fired  upon  Captain  Hough's 
command  as  it  passed  through  German  town,  but  without  effect. 

At  Centre  ville  the  column  was  halted,  and  my  regiment  assigned  to 
position  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  on  the  left  of  the  road  leading  to  Fair- 
fax  Court-House  and  behind  the  Brown  Church.  Here  I  was  ordered 
to  remain  in  line  of  battle,  with  my  right  next  the  road  and  fronting  the 
approach  from  Fairfax  Court-House.  I  detailed  Company  H,  Captain 
Singletary,  to  take  position  as  picket  in  the  woods  about  one  mile  in 
front  of  my  line,  and  Companies  I,  Captain  Stackhouse,  and  G,  Captain 
Harrington,  were  deployed  as  skirmishers  at  a  distance  of  two  hundred 
yards  in  front,  extending  from  the  turnpike  to  the  Chantilly  road. 

At  12  o'clock  p.  m.  my  picket  came  in  and  reported  the  presence  of 
the  enemy  in  the  woods  near  their  late  position.  This  was  communi- 
cated to  brigade  headquarters,  and  at  1  o'clock  I  was  ordered  to  draw 
in  my  outposts  and  join  the  column  retiring  towards  Manassas.  This 
was  quietly  done,  my  skirmishers  reporting  the  sound  of  the  tramp  of 
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men  in  the  woods  immediately  in  their  front.  At  daybreak  the  column 
reached  Bull  Run.  I  left  two  companies,  K,  Captain  McLeod,  and  D, 
Captaiu  Miller,  on  the  north  side  of  the  run,  to  picket  the  Centreville 
road  until  the  rear  guard  should  come  in,  and,  crossing  at  Mitchell's 
Ford,  I  was  ordered  into  position  on  the  extreme  left,  my  right  resting 
on  Colonel  Williams'  Third  Kcgiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  and 
my  left  extending  to  the  distance  of  one  mile  above  the  ford.  The  reg- 
iment still  occupying  this  position,  Colonel  Cash  appeared  in  the  lines 
early  on  Thursday  and  resumed  command. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

JNO.  W.  HENAGAN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Eighth  S.  C.  Volunteers. 


No.  71. 

Report  of  Col  E.  B.  C.  Cash,  Eighth  South  Carolina  Infantry,  of  opera- 
tions July  18  and  19. 

Hdqbs.  Eighth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Vols., 

Camp  Victory,  July  31,  1861. 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  the  general  commanding  the  First  Brig- 
ade, Army  of  the  Potomac,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report 
of  the  operations  of  the  Eighth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers 
during  the  18th,  19th,  and  20th  July  instant: 

Having  sufficiently  recovered  from  a  serious  attack  of  sickness  I  as- 
sumed command  of  my  regiment  on  the  morning  of  the  18th.  and  found 
it  posted  on  the  south  side  of  Bull  Run,  on  the  extreme  left,  my  right 
resting  on  the  left  of  Colonel  Williams'  Third  Regiment  South  Carolina 
Volunteers.  On  the  18th  there  was  heavy  cannonading  to  the  right  of 
my  position,  and  occasionally  balls  and  shells  were  thrown  very  near 
my  lines.  On  the  19th  and  20th  my  position  was  strongly  fortified  by 
voluntary  labor  from  my  regiment.  On  the  19th  Colonel  Kershaw's 
regiment  was  posted  upon  my  left,  and  with  it  Captain  Kemper's  bat- 
tery of  light  artillery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  C.  CASH, 
Colonel  Eighth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  L.  Bonham. 


No.  72. 

Report  of  Col  R.  C.  W.  Radford,  Thirtieth  Virginia  Cavalry,  of  opera- 
tions of  Cavalry  Brigade,  July  17  to  20. 

Camp  Gregg,  Vienna,  July  27, 1861. 

Captain  :  In  accordance  with  special  order  dated  headquarters  First 
Brigade,  Camp  Beauregard,  Army  of  Potomac,  July  23,  18C1, 1  have  the 
honor  to  report  that  at  early  dawn  on  the  17th  instant  I  was  informed 
of  the  approach  of  the  enemy  on  Fairfax  Court- House.  Captain  Ball's 
company  was  scut  out  to  watch  their  movements,  and  remained  dut 
until  the  main  body  of  our  forces  had  taken  up  the  line  of  retreat,  i» 
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consequence  of  which  he  was  compelled  to  abandon  a  portion  of  his 
bagpage.  A  squadron,  composed  of  the  companies  of  Captains  Wickham 
and  Flood,  was  ordered  to  report  to  Colonel  Kershaw,  to  form  a  part  of 
the  rear  guard  of  the  advanced  forces. 

A  squadron  under  Colonel  Munford  and  three  companies  under  my 
own  command  were  stationed  in  central  positions,  so  as  to  operate  as 
might  be  deemed  necessary.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Muuford  acted  during 
the  retreat  with  Colonel  Bacon's  regiment,  and  the  companies  under  my 
own  command  with  Colonel  Cash's  regiment 

The  only  loss  sustained  by  the  cavalry  during  the  retreat  was  of 
Privates  William  Mallow  and  John  Mays,  of  the  company  under  Cap- 
tain Pitzer,  who  were  on  picket  duty  on  a  very  advanced  iwst,  and  are 
supposed  to  have  been  taken  prisoners  by  the  enemy.  The  retreat  was 
conducted  in  perfect  order  and  to  my  entire  satisfaction,  bringing  off 
everything,  with  the  exception  of  the  articles  left  by  Captain  Ball.  At 
Centreville  a  halt  of  several  hours  was  made,  when  Captains  Payne  and 
Powell  were  ordered  with  their  companies  to  watch  the  movements  of 
the  enemy.  Two  strong  pickets,  under  command  of  Lieutenants  Halsey 
and  Blocker,  were  also  sent  on  the  roads  occupied  by  the  enemy.  A 
detail  of  five  men  was  also  made  to  go,  during  the  night  of  the  17th 
instant,  with  Colonel  Lipscomb  to  reconnoiter  on  the  cross-roads  leading 
into  the  Braddock  road. 

While  making  the  reconnaissance  this  party  was  fired  into  by  a 
scouting  party  of  the  enemy,  and  Private  William  Walton's  horse  shot 
under  him.  in  consequence  of  which  he  was  forced  to  leave  him  with 
all  his  equipage.  The  party  returned  without  further  accident,  and  my 
command  left  Centreville  at  miduight  lor  Mitchell's  Ford,  on  Bull 
Bun,  and  took  a  position  immediately  in  rear  of  General  Bonham's 
headquarters. 

On  the  18th  instant  the  cavalry  under  my  command  were  under  fire 
from  the  enemy's  cannon  for  two  hours,  and  were  then  ordered  to  occupy 
the  position  between  the  brigades  of  Generals  Cocke  and  Bonham. 
After  the  firing  had  ceased  1  was  ordered,  with  my  command,  to  ex- 
amine all  of  the  fords  on  Bull  Run  and  to  scour  the  country.  We  con- 
tinued to  watch  the  fords  until  the  morning  of  the  21st  instant. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  0.  W.  BAD  FORD, 
Colonel  Virginia  Volunteers,  Comdg.  Cavalry,  First  Brigade. 

Captain  Stevens, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  First  Brigade,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


No.  73. 

Report  of  Capt.  Del.  Kemper,  Alexandria  Light  Artillery,  of  retreat  from 
Fairfax  Court-Mouse  and  skirmish  at  MitchelPs  Ford. 

Artillery  Quarters  Advanced  Forces, 
First  Brig.,  First  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Vienna,  July  25, 1861. 

General:  On  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  the  17th  instant,  while 
in  camp  at  Fairfax  Court-House,  about  7  a.  m.  I  received  information 
from  you  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  and  a  reiteration  of  orders 
previously  given  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  my  guns.   Two  were 
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at  once  placed  iu  battery  in  front  of  Colonel  Williams'  regiment,  on 
the  Alexandria  turnpike,  and  two  in  front  of  Colonel  Kershaw's  posi- 
tion, on  the  Falls  Church  road.  At  8  o'clock  the  enemy  came  in  sight 
on  the  Flint  Hill  road,  and  orders  were  received  to  fall  back.  In  con- 
junction with  Colonel  Kershaw's  regiment  and  Ciiptain  Wickham's 
troop  I  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  covering  this  retreat,  the  rear  guard 
being  under  Colonel  Kershaw's  command,  to  whose  report  [No.  67]  I 
beg  to  refer  for  any  additional  details.  The  enemy  seemed  not  disposed 
to  press  us  closely,  and  we  reached  Centreville  without  incident  worthy 
of  note  about  12  m.,  and  rested  until  midnight,  when  the  march  was  re- 
sumed to  Bull  Bun. 

We  arrived  at  Mitchell's  Ford  a  little  before  daybreak  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  18th.  Two  of  my  guns  were  posted  on  the  hill  in  front  of 
the  trenches  at  Mitchell's  Ford ;  the  others  in  the  trenches.  At  12  m. 
(Thursday,  18th)  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  one  or  more  rifled  guns 
in  front  of  our  position  at  a  distance  of  one  and  one- half  miles.  This 
firing  was  completely  at  random  until  12.30  o'clock,  when  they  obtained 
the  range  of  my  position  and  fired  many  rounds  of  case  and  solid  shot 
at  us,  but  without  injury  to  us,  while  a  light  battery  moved  up  toward 
us.  I  then  opened  fire  upon  the  latter,  firing  six  solid  shot,  and  had 
the  satisfaction  of  driving  back  the  battery  and  its  supports.  I  have 
since  understood  that  this  was  Sherman's  battery,  and  that  the  amount 
of  damage  done  them  was  considerable.  We  at  once  retired  to  the 
trenches  in  obedience  to  your  orders. 

Late  in  the  evening,  about  4  o'clock,  I  was  ordered  to  accompany, 
with  one  gun,  Colonel  Kershaw's  regiment  to  the  hill  which  we  had 
before  occupied,  in  front  of  Mitchell's  Ford,  for  the  purpose  of  driving 
a  body  of  infantry  and  cavalry  from  the  cover  of  the  hills  beyond. 
Two  solid  shot  and  three  spherical  case  having  accomplished  this  object 
to  Colonel  Kershaw's  satisfaction,  we  returned  to  our  respective  posi- 
tions in  and  behind  the  trenches.  We  were  inactive  listeners  to  the 
heavy  firing  on  our  right,  and  about  dusk  were  ordered  to  move  with 
Colonel  Kershaw's  regiment  to  the  left  of  the  intrenchments. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  add  that  no  member  of  my  command  suffered 
any  injury  during  these  operations. 

Bespectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

DEL.  KEMPER, 
Captain,  Comdg.  Battery  of  Light  Artillery  from  Alexandria, 

Brigadier -General  Bonham,  Commanding  First  Brigade,  dte. 


No.  74. 

Report  of  Col.  R.  E.  Rodes,  Fifth  Alabama  Infantry,  of  skirmish  at  Fair- 
fax Court-Rouse. 

Union  Mills  Station, 
Fairfax  County,  Va.,  July  24,  1861. 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  General  Ewell's  instructions,  I  have  the 
honor  to  present  herein  a  statement .  in  relation  to  the  skirmish  which 
occurred  between  a  portion  of  my  command  and  the  enemy  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  retreat  of  the  advance  guard  of  our  Army  to  Bull  Run  and  iu 
relation  to  the  retreat  of  this  regiment. 

On  the  night  before  the  retreat  referred  to  I  sent  Captain  Shelley's 
company  (E)  armed  with  rifled  muskets,  to  sustain  my  advance  guard. 
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This  company  had  remained  at  the  outpost  on  Braddock's  old  road, 
some  three  and  one-half  miles  from  the  regiment,  until  7  a.  m.  on  the 
morning  of  the  17th  instant,  when  they  returned  towards  camp  to  get  pro- 
visions, having  been  sent  off  in  such  a  hurry  as  to  prevent  their  making 
preparations  for  breakfast,  and  had  gotten  within  three-fourths  of  a  mile 
of  camp  before  the  approach  of  the  enemy  was  announced  to  them  by 
one  of  my  couriers  coming  in  with  a  prisoner,  who  had  been  taken  by  a 
sentinel  (Private  Wetbered,  of  Company  H).  The  outpost  and  guard 
fell  back  fighting,  not  very  severely,  but  killing  several  of  the  enemy. 
One  of  the  guard  (Kennedy,  of  Company  H)  killed  two,  having  taken 
two  deliberate  musket-shots  from  the  same  spot  at  lour  of  the  Federal- 
ists, all  of  whom  fired  at  him. 

Shelley's  company,  having  advanced  again  to  sustain  the  guard,  had 
a  sharp  skirmish  with  them.  This  skirmish  took  place  four  hundred 
yards  in  advance  of  our  breastworks,  which  are  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
east  of  our-  encampment,  and  which  were  by  this  time  occupied«by  the 
main  body  of  my  command.  Our  skirmishers,  being  completely  out- 
flanked, retired  in  good  order  to  their  station  in  the  barricades.  The 
enemy  did  not  follow  them  then,  nor  had  they  followed  them  twenty 
minutes  after,  when  an  oflBcer  of  the  regiment,  Captain  Fowler,  returned 
to  the  breastworks. 

They  had  outflanked  my  position  to  the  right  during  the  skirmish, 
for  they  could  be  seen  crossing  the  clearing  along  the  edge  of  which  wo 
were  posted  in  large  numbers.  Up  to  and  after  the  close  of  the  skir- 
mish I  had  received  no  definite  orders  to  retreat,  but  had  learned  that 
General  Bonham's  command  was  retreating,  and  that  the  troops  at 
Fairfax  Station  were  about  to  retreat.  I  had  sent  a  courier  to  General 
Ewell  for  instructions,  and  an  officer,  Capt.  J.  D.  Webb,  to  General 
Bonham,  with  orders  to  remain  with  him  until  his  troops  began  to  fall 
back.  Captain  Webb  found  the  general's  command  had  already  evac- 
uated their  positions  at  the  Court- House,  and  were  on  the  Centreville 
road,  and,  upon  telling  General  Bonham  his  instructions  from  me,  re- 
ceived from  him  the  reply,  "  Tell  Colonel  Rodes  to  commence  his  retreat 
immediately,  and  inform  General  Ewell  of  it."  General  Ewell  had 
already  advised  me,  but  after  Captain  Webb  left  me,  of  General  Bon- 
ham's movements. 

As  soon  after  the  message  from  General  Bonham  as  I  could  assemble 
the  companies  on  the  center  of  our  line  of  defenses  our  retreat  began. 
We  retreated  without  molestation  and  in  good  order  to  McLean's  Ford, 
where  I  reported  to  General  Jones,  marching  the  regiment,  except  one 
company,  across  Bull  Run.  Just  before  sunset  I  was  ordered  by  Gen- 
eral Beauregard,  through  Colonel  Chisolm,  to  move  down  to  Union 
Mills.  In  obedience  to  this  order,  the  regiment  at  once  recrossed  the 
run.  and  joined  the  main  body  of  General  Ewell's  command  at  the 
mills. 

The  result  of  the  skirmish  may  be  summed  up  thus :  On  our  side  two 
men  wounded  slightly — one  in  the  leg,  the  other  in  the  ear ;  on  the  side 
of  the  enemy,  one  prisoner  and  at  least  twenty  killed  and  wounded. 
This  estimate  I  consider  safe.  Two  prisoners  taken  in  the  battle  of  the 
21st,  who-  state  that  they  were  in  the  column  which  advanced  along 
Braddock's  road,  stated  the  loss  as  much  heavier — one,  fifty  killed  and 
wounded  j  the  other,  seventy.  These  reports  come  to  me  from  men  of 
this  regiment  who  conversed  with  said  prisoners.  In  our  retreat  we 
lost  eight  or  ten  tents  and  two  barrels  of  crackers ;  but  this,  in  the  case 
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of  the  tents,  was  because  the  tents  were  thrown  out  of  one  wagon  in 
order  to  give  room  for  the  many  sick  men  we  had. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

11.  E.  BODES, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Fifth  Regiment  Alabama  Vc ' 

Cap! .  Fitzhuoh  Lee, 

Act.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  8ec0nd  Brigade,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 


No.  75. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  David  R.  Jones,  C.  8.  Army,  of  operations  at  McLean's 

Ford. 

Headquabtebs  Third  Brigade, 

Camp  Pettus,  August  3,  1861. 

In  obedience  to  instructions  conveyed  by  circular  of  the  1st  of  August, 
instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my  brigade, 
at  that  time  composed  of  the  Fifth  South  Carolina  Regiment  and  Sev- 
enteenth and  Eighteenth  Regiments  of  Mississippi  Volunteers,  for  the 
18th  day  of  July,  during  the  battle  fought  on  that  day  at  Blackburn's 
Ford,  on  Bull  Run: 

My  command  was  placed  in  position  at  McLean's  Ford,  on  Bull  Run, 
and  did  not  participate  in  the  engagement  of  that  date.  The  enemy  in 
some  force  occupied  a  position  on  Rocky  Run,  about  one  mile  and  a 
half  in  front  and  to  the  left  of  my  position,  and  were  prevented  from 
making  a  nearer  reconnaissance  of  our  lines  by  the  vigilance  of  my 
pickets,  which  were  kept  well  in  advance. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  R.  JONES, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

Col.  Thomas  Jobdan, 

Act.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


No.  76. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  Longstreet,  G.  8.  Army,  of  action  at  Black- 
bum's  Ford. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the 
general  commanding  I  took  my  position  at  this  ford  on  the  17th  instant, 
my  brigade  being  composed  of  the  First,  Eleventh,  and  Seventeenth 
Regiments  of  Virginia  Volunteers.  My  line  of  defense  being  quite  ex- 
tended, I  threw  out  a  line  of  skirmishers  to  the  water's  edge,  covering  my 
entire  front,  holding  strong  reserves  in  readiness  to  defend  with  the 
bayonet  any  point  that  might  be  violently  attacked. 

At  11.30  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  18th  my  pickets  reported  the  enemy  ad- 
vancing upon  the  ford  in  heavy  columns  of  infantry  and  a  strong  artil- 
lery force.  At  12  m.  the  pickets  retired  withont  firing.  My  artillery 
(two  pieces)  were  placed  in  convenient  position,  with  orders  to  retire  the 
moment  it  was  ascertained  that  our  pieces  were  commanded  by  those  of 
the  enemy.   The  first  shot  from  his  battery  discovered  the  advantage  of 
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his  position,  and  our  artillery  was  properly  withdrawn.  A  fire  from  the 
artillery  of  the  enemy  was  kept  np  about  half  an  hour,  when  their  in- 
fantry was  advanced  to  the  attack.  He  made  an  assault  with  a  column 
of  three  or  four  thousand  of  his  infantry,  which,  with  a  comparatively 
small  force  of  fresh  troops,  was  with  some  difficulty  repelled.  A  second 
and  more  determined  attack  was  made  after  a  few  minutes,  which  was 
driven  back  by  the  skirmishers,  and  the  companies  of  the  reserve  thrown 
in  at  the  most  threatened  and  weakest  points.  I  then  sent  a  staff  officer 
to  Colonel  Early  for  one  of  the  reserve  regiments  of  his  brigade.  Before 
the  arrival  of  that  regiment  a  third,  though  not  so  severe,  attack  was 
made  and  repulsed.  Colonel  Hays,  Seventh  Regiment  Louisiana  Volun- 
teers, came  in  aud  promptly  took  position  in  time  to  assist  in  driving 
back  the  enemy  the  fourth  time,  when  I  ordered  the  advance,  and  called 
on  Colonel  Early  for  the  balance  of  his  brigade.  The  passage  of  the 
stream  was  so  narrow  and  difficult,  however,  that  I  soon  found  it  would 
be  impossible  to  make  a  simultaneous  movement,  and  ordered  the  troops 
that  had  succeeded  in  crossing  to  return  to  their  positions.  A  few  small 
parties,  under  command  of  Captain  Marye,  Seventeenth  Kegiment  Vir- 
ginia Volunteers,  who  behaved  with  great  gallantry,  met  parties  of  the 
enemy  on  the  other  side  of  the  stream  with  the  bayonet,  and  drove  them 
back.  Colonel  Early,  with  the  balance  of  his  brigade,  Seventh  Regiment 
Virginia  Volunteers,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Williams,  and 
the  Twenty-fourth  Kegiment  Virginia  Volunteers,  commanded  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hairston,  arrived  in  time  to  receive  the  fire  of  the  last 
attack,  but  had  not  been  placed  in  a  position  where  they  could  fire  with 
effect  upon  the  enemy. 

The  presence  of  these  regiments  probably  intimidated  the  enemy  as 
much  as  the  fire  of  the  troops  that  met  him.  Immediately  after  this  at- 
tack the  enemy's  infantry  retired,  and  his  artillery  was  opened  upon  us. 
The  battery  under  Captain  Eshleman  was  called  for,  and  flew  into  posi- 
tion—four 6-pounders  and  three  rifled  guns.  The  action  was  thus  con- 
tinued for  one  hour,  when  the  enemy  fell  back  upon  Centreville,  some 
three  miles.  I  am  pleased  to  Bay  that  our  young  artillerists  proved 
themselves  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  the  boasted  artillerists  of  the  enemy. 

Captain  Eshleman  was  severely  wounded  early  in  the  action.  We 
lost  under  their  artillery  six — one  killed,  five  wounded,  and  one  horse 
wounded ;  whilst  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  loss  of  the  enemy 
during  the  same  fire  was  very  much  greater.  '  Our  loss  from  the  various 
attacks  of  the  infantry  columns  was  sixty-three  killed  and  wounded. 
We  have  no  means  of  learning  positively,  the  probable  loss  of  the  enemy. 
Prisoners  taken  then  and  since  report  it  from  nine  hundred  to  two 
thousand.  These  statements  were  made  to  myself  and  members  of  my 
staff  by  the  prisoners—the  first  estimate  by  a  private,  the  latter  by  a 
lieutenant. 

I  have  had  command  of  the  brigade  so  short  a  time,  aud  have  been  so 
busily  occupied  during  that  time,  that  I  have  been  able  to  make  the 
acquaintance  of  but  few  of  the  officers ;  I  am,  therefore,  unable  to  men- 
tion them  by  name,  as  I  would  like  to  do,  and  must  refer  you  to  the  de- 
tailed reports  of  the  regimental  commanders.  The  officers  seemed  to 
spring  in  a  body  to  my  assistance  at  the  only  critical  moment.  To  dis- 
criminate in  such  a  body  may  seem  a  little  unjust,  yet  I  feel  that  1 
should  be  doing  injustice  to  my  acquaintances  were  I  to  fail  to  mention 
their  names — not  that  I  know  them  to  be  more  distinguished  than  some 
others,  but  that  I  know  what  I  owe  them.  Colonel  Moore,  First  Kegi- 
ment Virginia  Volunteers,  severely  wounded :  Colonel  Garland,  Eleventh 
Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers,  aud  Colonel  Corse,  Seventeenth  Regi- 
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merit  Virginia  Volunteers ;  Lieutenant  Colonels  Fry,  Funs  ten,  and  Mun- 
ford ;  Majors  Harrison  (twice  shot  and  mortally  wounded),  Brent,  and 
Skinner,  displayed  more  coolness  and  energy  than  is  usual  amongst 
veterans  of  the  old  service.  I  am  particularly  indebted  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Munford  and  Major  Brent,  who  having  a  spare  moment  and 
seeing  my  great  need  of  staff  officers  at  a  particular  juncture,  offered 
their  assistance.  Surgeons  Cullen,  T  ho  nihil  1,  and  Davis,  Assistant  Sur- 
geons Murray,  Snowden,  and  Chalmers,  were  in  the  heat  of  the  action 
much  often er  than  their  duties  required,  and  were  exceedingly  active 
and  energetic.  Lieut  F.  S.  Armistead,  acting  assistant  acljutant-general, 
and  Lieut  P.  T.  Manning,  aide  de  camp,  were  very  active  and  gallant 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  Capt.  Thomas  Walton  and  Capt.  Ma- 
con Thompson,  volunteer  aids,  under  their  first  fire  and  in  their  first 
service,  are  worthy  of  their  newly-adopted  profession.  Under  a  terrific 
fire  these  staff  officers  seemed  to  take  peculiar  delight  in  having  occa- 
sion to  show  to  those  around  them  their  great  confidence  in  our  cause 
and  our  success. 

I  inclose  the  reports  of  the  different  commanders,  and  refer  to  them 
for  the  names  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  their  commands. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LGNGSTREET, 

Col.  Thomas  Jordan,  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


No.  77. 

Report  of  Col  Jubal  A.  Early,  Twenty-fourth  Virginia  Infantry,  of  action 

ill  JjMlLKuUm  a  xVftt. 

Hdqbs.  Sixth  Brigade,  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

July  31, 1861. 

Colonel:  I  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  my 
brigade  on  the  18th  instant  in  the  engagement  at  Blackburn's  Ford  on 
Bull  Bun,  in  which  our  troops  were  commanded  by  Brigadier-General 
Longstreet : 

In  the  morning  of  that  day  I  marched  with  my  brigade,  composed  ot 
the  Seventh  Virginia  Volunteers,  Colonel  Kemper's  regiment,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Williams ;  the  Seventh  Louisiana  Vol 
unteere,  commanded  by  Col.  Harry  T.  Hays;  six  companies  of  the 
Twenty-fourth  Virgiuia  Volunteers,  my  own,  commanded  by  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Hairston,  and  three  pieces  of  artillery  from  the  Washington 
Battalion  of  New  Orleans,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Squires,  t& 
Camp  Walker,  from  whence  it  was  moved  by  direction  of  General  Beau- 
regard into  the  road  leading  from  Camp  Walker  to  the  gate  in  front  of 
McLean's  farm,  where  it  remained  until  about  12  o'clock,  at  which  time 
a  large  cloud  of  dust  was  observed  on  the  high  ridge  north  of  Black- 
burn's Ford,  at  which  General  Longstreetfs  brigade  was  stationed.  This 
cloud  of  dust  proved  to  be  produced  by  the  enemy's  columns  moving  in 
that  direction,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  cannonading  was  commenced 
by  the  enemy,  directed  first  upon  General  Bonham's  position  at  Mitch- 
ell's Ford  ana  subsequently  upon  the  farm-house  of  McLean  and  the 
hospital  in  his  barn,  over  which  was  floating  the  hospital  flag. 

As  soon  as  the  cannonading  commenced  my  brigade  was  moved  by 
order  of  the  general  to  the  cover  of  the  pines  to  the  left  of  the  road 
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leading  from  McLean's  house  to  Blackburn's  Ford,  where  it  was  joined 
by  two  more  pieces  of  artillery  from  the  Washington  Battery,  under 
Captain  Eshleman.  At  this  position  it  remained  for  the  purpose  of 
supporting  either  General  Bonham  at  Mitchell's  Ford,  General  Long- 
street  at  Blackburn's  Ford,  or  General  Jones  at  McLean's  Ford,  as 
occasion  might  require.  After  the  first  cannonading  had  ceased,  and 
General  Beauregard  with  his  staff'  bad  passed  towards  Mitchell's  Ford, 
a  fire  of  musketry  began  at  Blackburn's  Ford,  which  became  very  ani- 

street's  aides  came  to  inform  me  that  he  had  repulsed  the  enemy's  eharge, 
but  desired  re-enforcements.  I  immediately  put  my  whole  brigade  in 
motion,  including  the  five  pieces  of  artillery,  to  which,  by  bis  own  re- 
quest, was  joined  Lieutenant  Garnett,  of  the  same  battery,  with  two 
pieces  that  had  been  sent  to  the  rear  by  General  Longstreet  before  the 
action  commenced. 

After  my  column  was  put  in  motion  I  received  an  order  from  General 
Beauregard  to  support  General  Longstreet  with  two  regiments  and  two 
pieces  of  artillery.  I  therefore  proceeded  with  the  Seventh  Louisiana 
Regiment  and  Seventh  Virginia  Regiment  and  two  pieces  of  artillery, 
under  charge  of  Captain  Eshleman.  to  the  support  of  General  Long- 
street.  Upon  arriving  at  Blackburn's  Ford  I  found  the  greater  part  of 
General  Longs treet's  command  under  cover  on  the  banks  of  the  stream 
engaged  with  the  enemy,  who  were  under  cover  on  the  hill-sides  on  the 
opposite  banks.  Colonel  Hays'  regiment,  which  was  iu  advance,  was 
then  j)laced  on  the  banks  of  the  stream  under  cover  to  the  right  and 
left  of  the  ford,  relieving  the  Seventeenth  Virginia  Regiment,  under 
Colonel  Corse.  This  regiment  proceeded  to  its  position  under  quite  a 
brisk  fire  of  musketry. 

The  Seventh  Virginia  Regiment,  under  Lientenant-Colonel  Williams, 
as  it  arrived,  was  formed  to  the  right  of  the  ford  under  a  heavy  fire  of 
musketry  from  the  enemy,  evidently  directed  at  the  regiment  It  was 
momentarily  thrown  into  confusion  by  this  fire,  and  discharged  many  of 
its  own  guns  over  a  portion  of  our  own  troops  in  front;  fortunately, 
however,  doing  them  no  damage,  as  I  believe.  The  regiment  was  soon 
rallied,  and  proceeded  to  the  banks  of  the  stream,  relieving  the  First 
Virginia  Regiment.  The  two  pieces  of  artillery  under  Captain  Eshle- 
man, which  followed  the  Seventh  Virginia  Regiment,  were  moved  down 
in  the  open  field  on  the  right  of  the  road,  so  as  to  be  concealed  from 
view  of  the  enemy's  artillery  by  the  timber  on  the  banks  of  the  stream, 
where  they  opened  a  fire  upon  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  side,  directed: 
only  by  the  sound  of  their  musketry.  As  soon  as  the  Seventh  Virginia 
Regiment  advanced  to  the  banks  of  the  stream,  as  above  stated,  I  sent 
back  for  the  companies  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Regiment  and  the  remainder 
of  the  pieces  of  artillery,  and  they  were  brought  up ;  the  companies  of 
the  Twenty-fourth  were  placed  iu  position  in  good  order  to  the  left  of 
the  ford  in  a  space  not  occupied  by  Colonel  Hays'  regiment,  and  the  re- 
maining guns  of  the  Washington  Artillery  (five  in  number)  were  unlim- 
bered  on  a  line  with  the  first  two  pieces  and  to  the  right  of  the  road.  A 
scattering  fire  of  musketry  was  kept  up  for  some  time,  but  the  enemy 
finally  ceased  firing,  and  evidently  retired  to  the  hills,  where  their  artil- 
lery guns  were  placed,  having  no  doubt  observed  the  position  of  our 
pieces  of  artillery,  for  a  fire  was  soon  commenced  on  them  by  the  enemy's 
artillery,  which  was  responded  to  by  ours,  and  the  cannonading  was 
continued  for  a  considerable  time  with  great  briskness  on  both  sides?  the 
balls  and  shells  from  the  enemy's  battery  being  directed  with  consider- 
able accuracy  upon  ours,  but  the  enemy  finally  ceased  firing,  and  did 
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not  renew  the  attack  with  musketry.  During  all  this  firing,  when  the 
balls  and  shells  were  passing  over  the  heads  of  the  men  on  the  banks 
of  the  stream,  they  remained  at  their  posts,  coolly  awaiting  the  renewal 
of  the  attack  with  musketry. 

The  affair  closed  late  in  the  afternoon,  and  about  dusk  General  Long- 
street,  by  direction  of  General  Beauregard,  retired  with  the  two  regi- 
ments of  his  brigade  that  had  been  engaged  in  the  early  part  of  the 
action  to  the  pines  from  which  I  had  gone  to  re-enforce  him,  leaving  my 
brigade  on  the  ground  for  the  night. 

When  I  first  arrived  on  the  ground  I  joined  General  Longstreet, 
being  actively  engaged  in  the  thickest  of  the  fire  in  directing  and 
encouraging  the  men  under  his  command,  and  I  am  satisfied  he  con- 
tributed very  largely  to  the  repulse  of  the  enemy  by  his  own  personal 
exertions. 

The  officers  and  men  belonging  to  the  Washington  Battery  behaved 
very  handsomely  indeed  under  a  well-directed  and  galling  lire  of  the 
enemy,  displaying  great  coolness  and  skill  in  the  management  of  their 
pieces.  The  regiments  of  my  brigade  came  for  the  first  time  under  fire, 
and  while  one  regiment  was  thrown  for  a  few  minutes  into  confusion, 
without  retiring  it  rallied  under  fire  on  the  same  ground,  and  took  the 
position  assigned  it  and  retained  it  Some  parties  sent  across  the 
stream  after  the  close  of  the  fight  reported  about  forty  of  the  enemy 
found  dead  on  the  ground  occupied  by  their  infantry  during  the  fight. 
We  were  not  able  to  examine  the  ground  occupied  by  their  battery  and 
the  regiments  of  infantry  supporting  it,  because  it  was  evident  that  a 
large  force  was  in  the  neighborhood,  and  the  whole  of  next  day  the 
men  were  engaged  in  throwing  up  embankments  to  strengthen  our 
position,  which  was  on  ground  lower  than  that  occupied  by  the  enemy. 
About  one  hundred  muskets  were  picked  up  on  the  hill  sides,  with  a 
large  number  of  hats  and  other  articles.  From  all  indications  the 
enemy's  loss  must  have  been  much  larger  than  our  own.  The  ranks  of 
the  Seventh  and  Twenty -fourth  Virginia  Regiments  were  much  thinned 
by  sickness,  and  the  whole  number  of  my  brigade  did  not  exceed  fifteen 
hundred  men.  I  have  already  furnished  Brigadier-General  Longstreet 
with  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded.  Capt  Fleming  Gardner,  my 
aide  and  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  Capt.  George  E.  Den- 
nis, assistant  commissary  to  the  Twenty-fourth  Virginia  Regiment,  who 
acted  as  aide  during  the  engagement,  discharged  their  duties  to  my 
entire  satisfaction. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  EARLY, 
Colonel,  Comdg.  Sixth  Brigade,  First  Corps,  Army  of  Potomac. 

Col.  Thomas  Jordan, 

A.  A.  Gen.,  First  Corps,  Army  of  Potomac. 


No.  78. 

Report  of  Maj.  John  B.  Walton,  Washington  Artillery,  of  operations 

July  18. 

Hdqrs.  Battalion  Washington  Artillery, 

Camp  Louisiana,  August  2,  1861. 

General  :  Referring  to  circular  order  under  date  of  August  1,  re 
quiring  a  detailed  report  of  the  operations  of  all  the  troops  under  my 
command,  including  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  during  the  action 
30  r  r— vol  n 
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on  Thursday,  July  18, 1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  during  the  night 
of  the  16th  of  July  I  was  informed  by  letters  that  my  batteries  might 
be  required  on  the  following  day,  to  be  distributed  according  to  the  fol- 
lowing order: 

Distribution  of  Major  WaltotCt  Battalion,  July  15,  1861. 

Second  Brigade,  General  Ewell,  in  advance  of  Union  Mills  Ford,  two  12- pounder 
howitzers,  two  rifled  gans ;  Third  Brigade,  General  Jones,  at  McLean's  Ford,  one 
6- pounder,  one  12-ponnder  howitzer ;  Fourth  Brigade,  General  Longstreet,  at  Black- 
burn's Ford,  two  6-poonders;  Fifth  Brigade,  Colonel  Early,  at  or  near  union  Mills  Ford, 
'one  12-pounder  howitzer,  one  rifled  gun ;  position  of  Union  Mills  Ford,  one  6-pounder ; 
total  number  of  pieces,  11. 

Bv  command  ot"  General  Beaureirard  • 

^    THOS.^JORDAN^,  ^ 

Subsequently,  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  of  July,  I  was  instructed, 
through  Captain  Ferguson,  your  aide-de-camp,  to  send  immediately,  via 
Gamp  Walker,  to  the  farm  house  on  the  hill  just  this  side  of  the  encamp- 
ment of  the  company  then  holding  Union  Mills  Ford,  the  pieces  of  my 
battalion  designated  for  the  brigades  of  Ewell  and  Early  and  the  one  for 
the  defense  of  said  ford,  and  enter  into  communication  with  General 
Ewell  and  Colonel  Early  and  await  their  orders.  The  other  parts  of  my 
battalion  and  my  command  it  was  ordered  should  take  post  at  or  near 
McLean's  farm,  and  await  orders.  In  obedience  to  these  instructions  I 
at  once,  upon  receipt  of  the  last  orders,  moved  my  whole  command  to  the 
positions  indicated,  and  reported  to  the  officers  of  the  brigades  respect- 
ively. A  battery  of  four  guns,  two  12-pounder  howitzers  and  two 
rifled  guns,  under  command  of  Lieutenants  Rosser,  Lewis,  and  Slocomb, 
were  sent  to  Union  Mills  Ford,  and  reported  to  General  Ewell.  A  sec- 
tion of  a  battery — one  rifled  6-pounder  and  one  12  pounder  howitzer — 
under  Lieutenant  Squires,  commanding,  and  Lieutenant  Richardson  re- 
ported to  Colonel  Early  near  Union  Mills  Ford.  The  other  parts  of  my 
battalion,  6-pounder  guns  and  one  12-pounder  howitzer,  under  my  imme- 
diate command,  took  position  on  McLean's  farm,  commandiug  McLean's 
Ford,  there  awaiting  your  further  orders.  About  6  o'clock  p.  m.  1 7th 
ultimo  I  received  from  yourself  in  person  orders  to  go  at  an  early  hour 
in  the  morning  to  Union  Mills  Ford  with  one  12-pounder  howitzer  in  ad- 
dition to  the  battery  1  had  previously  ordered  to  that  position  upon  the 
road. 

Whilst  crossing  Camp  Walker  I  encountered  Colonel  Early,  in  com- 
mand of  his  brigade,  who  communicated  to  me  an  order  to  exchange 
two  rifled  guns  of  Rosser's  battery  for  two  howitzers,  one  of  Squires' 
section  and  one  I  was  conducting  to  Union  Mills  Ford,  which  was 
promptly  accomplished.  The  distribution  of  the  batteries  and  com- 
mand then  was  as  follows: 

Four  12-pounder  howitzers,  Lieuteuaut  Rosser,  Union  Mills  Ford ; 
three  6-pounder  rifled  guns,  Lieutenant  Squires,  with  Colonel  Early's 
brigade ;  two  6-pounders,  under  Lieutenant  Whittingtou  and  Lieuten- 
ant Adam,  at  McLean's  farm  house ;  two  6-pounders,  under  Lieutenaut 
Garnett,  at  Blackburn's  Ford ;  two  6-pounders,  under  Captain  Miller, 
at  McLean's  Ford. 

Subsequently  the  two  6-poundcrs  of  Lieutenant  Garnett  and  the  two 
of  Lieutenant  Whittingtou  were  joined  with  the  three  rifled  guns  of 
Lieutenant  Squires,  making  his  command  seven  guns,  which  were  all 
of  the  battalion  of  the  Washington  Artillery  actually  engaged  in  the 
action  of  the  18th  ultimo.   The  two  guns  under  Captain  Miller,  with 
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Jones'  brigade,  though  frequently  in  position  and  under  fire,  did  not 
become  engaged.  The  battery  under  Lieutenant  Rosser,  with  which  I 
remained,  under  the  orders  received  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  ultimo, 
was  constantly  in  position  during  the  day,  in  momentary  expectation 
of  an  attack  on  that  point  from  the  enemy,  who  had  been  seen  the 
evening  before  and  during  the  entire  day  reconnoitering  our  position, 
small  squads  frequently  emerging  from  the  woods  on  the  other  side  of 
the  ford  near  the  railroad.  This  battery,  however,  had  no  opportunity 
of  firing  a  gun,  thus  disappointing  as  brave  and  efficient  a  command  as 
any  in  the  engagement  en  that  memorable  day. 

In  consequence  of  my  absence  from  that  part  of  the  field  where  the 
engagement  took  place  I  am  obliged  to  refer  you  to  the  annexed  copy 
of  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Squires,  who  commanded  the  seven  guns 
engaged  in  the  action,  from  which,  general,  you  will  be  enabled  to  esti- 
mate the  gallant  services  which  that  small  portion  of  my  command 
rendered  in  that  artillery  duel  against  the  odds  of  more  than  two  to 
one.  My  loss  in  this  engagement  was  six  wounded — Captain  Eshle- 
man,  Fourth  Company ;  Privates  Zebel,  Tarleton,  and  G.  W.  Muse,  of 
First  Company,  and  Privates  Baker  and  Tully,  of  Third  Company. 
Private  Muse  died  during  the  night  from  the  effect  of  his  wounds. 

I  would  ask  your  attention  to  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Squires  in 
relation  to  the  brave  conduct  of  the  officers  and  non-commissioned 
officers  especially  named  by  him,  and  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity 
afforded  me  to  confirm  his  report  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  all  the 
officers  and  the  rank  and  file  who  were  so  fortunate  as  to  be  engaged 
on  that  day. 

To  Lieutenant  Squires  is  due  great  credit  for  his  coolness,  skill,  and 
daring  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  by  which  he  was  surrounded. 
Never  before  having  been  under  fire,  and  having  under  his  command 
guns  and  men  other  than  those  of  his  own  company,  he  on  all  hands 
is  acknowledged,  assisted  by  the  devotion  and  courage  of  the  bravo 
officers  and  men  who  acted  with  him,  to  have  done  much  towards  the 
accomplishment  of  a  wonderful  victory,  as  honorable  to  his  State  and 
his  corps  as  gratifying  to  his  companions  and  valuable  to  his  country. 
I  have  the  honor-  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  WALTON, 

mujvi  ,  \jvimnumi i  rty. 

General  P.  G.  T.  Beaubeqab1>,  C.  S.  A., 

Commanding  First  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


No.  79. 

Report  of  Lieut.  C.  W.  Squires.  Washington  Artillery,  of  action  at  Black- 
burn's Ford. 

Camp  Louisiana,  August  1, 1861. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report : 
Early  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  ultimo  the  three  pieces  of  artillery 
under  my  command  were  ordered  to  march  in  the  direction  of  Black- 
burn^ Ford  with  Col.  Jubal  A.  Early's  brigade.  On  reaching  McLean's 
farm  house  we  were  joined  by  two  more  pieces  of  our  battalion,  under 
command  of  Lieut.  J.  B.  Whittingtou  and  L.  A.  Adam.  We  were 
directed  by  the  commanding  officer  (Colonel  Early)  to  form  one  battery 
and  act  together.  We  were  ordered  to  take  position  behind  a  piece  of 
woods  within  a  short  distance  of  Bull  Run,  and  place  the  command  in 
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such  a  position  as  would  enable  us  to  move  in  any  direction.  We  had 
not  been  in  this  position  ten  minutes  before  the  enemy  began  firing 
rifled  shell  and  round  shot  at  the  hospital  which  was  on  our  right,  but 
did  little  or  no  execution.  Soon  after  we  heard  the  firing  of  our  infantry, 
which  was  apparently  returned  by  the  enemy  with  musketry  and  can- 
non. We  now  received  orders  to  take  our  battery  to  an  open  ground 
within  a  half  mile  of  Blackburn's  Font,  where  we  were  again  halted, 
with  instructions  to  follow  behind  the  Seventh  Louisiana  Regiment 
with  two  rilled  cannon,  holding  one  rifled  and  two  6  pounders  in  reserve 
with  Colonel  Kemper's  volunteer  regiment.  The  guns  were  detached 
under  Lientenant  Richardson,  assisted  by  Capt.  B.  F.  Eshleman,  of  the 
Fourth  Company,  who  had  been  with  us  during  the  morning.  We  were 
now  joined  by  Lieut.  J.  J.  Garnett  with  a  section  which  was  attached 
to  General  Longstreet's  brigade. 

Hearing  firing,  and  supposing  it  to  be  our  rifled  cannon  under  Lieu- 
tenant Richardson,  I  left  the  five  pieces  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Garnett,  and  rode  in  that  direction  to  see  if  my  battery  of  five  pieces 
in  the  rear  could  be  used,  and  get  orders  to  bring  them  on  the  field.  I 
found  the  guns  in  battery  firing  through  a  thick  piece  of  woods,  and 
appeared  to  have  done  good  execution,  as  the  enemy  were  now  driven 
back  and  nothing  conld  be  seen  of  them.  Lieutenant  Garnett  in  the 
mean  time  received  orders  to  join  us,  which  he  did.  The  guns  were 
ordered  to  form  in  battery  on  the  left,  which  order  was  promptly  obeyed. 
Orders  came  to  cease  firing,  as  the  enemy  had  retreated.  We  rested 
about  fifteen  minutes,  when  a  courier  came,  stating  that  the  enemy  had 
rallied  and  the  infantry  were  marching  in  column  of  companies  to  attack 
our  battery  on  the  right  flank.  We  then  received  orders  to  find  out 
their  position  and  commence  firing,  which  order  was  obeyed. 

We  at  first  directed  our  fire  against  the  infantry,  whose  bayonets  we 
could  see  over  the  tree  tops,  but  had  not  fired  five  rounds  before  the 
enemy  brought  a  battery  in  position  on  a  high  hill  directly  in  front  of 
us  and  opened  their  fire.  I  immediately  gave  orders  to  the  gunners  to 
fire  a  little  below  the  point  from  whence  the  smoke  of  the  enemy's  guns 
came.  The  firing  now  became  general  on  both  sides,  the  enemy  firing 
at  first  over  our  heads,  but  gradually  getting  our  range.  We  returned 
their  fire,  and  were  informed  by  General  Longstreet  that  we  were  doing 
great  execution.  The  enemy's  guns  ceased  firing  for  a  few  minutes, 
and  it  appeared  that  something  had  happened.  Our  battery  in  tlie 
mean  time  kept  up  rapid  firing.  The  enemy  soon  opened  again,  their 
shells  bursting  in  the  very  midst  of  our  battery,  wounding  Capt.  Eshle- 
man, Privates  H.  L.  Zebel,  J.  A.  Tarleton,  and  G.  W.  Muse,  of  First 
Company,  and  Privates  H.  Tully  and  A.  Baker,  of  Third  Company ; 
also  Lieutenant  Richardson's  horse,  the  lieutenant  himself  barely 
escaping  with  his  life.  G.  W.  Muse  died  of  his  wound  during  the 
night. 

At  this  point  Lieutenant  Garnett  brought  orders  from  the  general 
commanding  to  advance  by  hand  to  the  front,  which  was  no  sooner  exe- 
cuted than  a  shower  of  shell,  spherical  case,  and  round  shot  flew  over 
our  heads.  One  of  our  guns  was  disabled,  the  vent  having  been  enlarged, 
which  rendered  it  useless.  Seeing  that  our  men  could  not  stand  the 
work  much  longer  I  sent  Lieutenant  Garnett  to  General  Longstreet, 
commanding,  to  state  our  condition.  He  brought  au  order  to  withdraw 
piece  by  piece  from  the  left,  leaving  one  piece  to  return  the  fire  of  the 
enemy,  gun  for  gun.  It  was  evident  that  the  enemy  was  retiring,  as 
his  shots  were  few  and  long  intervals  between  each  diseharjge.  At  this 
juncture  we  were  ordered  to  fire  the  last  gun  at  the  retreating  foe. 
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To  Lieutenants  Bichardson,  Garnett,  and  Whittington  I  would  call 
your  especial  attention,  all  having  behaved  well.  To  Sergeants  E.  Owen, 
J.  M.  Galbraith,  and  J.  M.  B  rower,  and  Corporals  Kuggles,  Payne, 
Fellows,  and  Ellis,  and  to  all  the  cannoneers  and  drivers  I  am  much 
indebted  for  coolness  and  obedience  to  all  my  orders.  I  would  recom- 
mend most  highly  to  your  kind  attention  Sergeants  Edward  Owen  and 
John  M.  Galbraith.  They  behaved  gallantly  through  the  whole  engage- 
ments, reporting  at  every  moment  the  different  positions  of  their  guns 
and  every  little  item  of  interest  connected  therewith. 

We  fired  three  hundred  and  ten  rounds  during  the  engagement,  had 
one  horse  killed  and  five  wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  W.  SQUIBES, 
First  Lieutenant,  Battalion  Washington  Artillery. 

Maj.  J.  B.  Walton, 

Commanding  Battalion  Washington  Artillery. 


Ko.  80. 


Organization,  at  the  dates  indicated,  of  the  Confederate  forces  combined  at 
the  battle  of  Manassas,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General  John- 
ston, G.  8.  Army. 

ARMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC  (AFTERWARDS  FIRST  CORPS),  JULY  21,  1861.# 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  T.  Bkat. 


First  Brigade 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  L.  Bonham 

Eleventh  North  Carolina. 
Second  Sonth  Carolina. 
Third  South  Carolina. 
Seventh  Sonth  Carolina. 
Eighth  South  Carolina. 


Brig.  Gen.  R.  S.  Ewbll. 


Sixth  Alabama. 
Sixth  Louisiana. 


Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  R.  Joitbs. 

Seventeenth  Mississippi. 
Eighteenth  Mississippi. 
Fifth  South  Carolina. 


Fourth  Brigade 

Brig.  Gen.  J. 

Fifth  North  Carolina. 
First  Virginia. 

th  Virginia. 
Vi 


CoL  P.  8t. 


First  Louisiana  Battalion. 
Eighth  Virginia,  eeve 
Eighteenth  Virginia. 
Nineteenth  Virginia, 
Twenty-eighth  Virginia. 
Forty-ninth  Virginia,  three  companies. 


Col.  J.  A.  Early. 


pi. 


Thirteenth  Mississi 
Fourth  South  C 
Seventh  Virginia. 
Twenty-fourth  Virginia. 


•From  a  field  return  for  that  date,  but  dated  September  25,  1861.  The  reports 
following  show  other  combinations  duriug  tho  battle.  See  Nos.  81,  85,  and  9&  for 
distribution  of  artillery  and  cavalry ;  No.  110  for  organisation  of  a  Seventh  Brigade ; 
and  No..  115  for  the  composition  of  Holmes'  Brigade. 
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Troope  pot  brigaded. 

Seventh.  Louisiana  Infantry. 

Eighth  Louisiana  Infantry. 

Hampton  Legion  (South  Carolina)  Infantry. 

Thirtieth  Virginia  Cavalry. 

Harrison's  Battalion  Cavalry. 

Independent  Companies  (ten)  Cavalry. 

Washington  (Louisiana)  Battalion  Artillery. 


Kemper's  Battery. 
Latham's  Battery. 
Loudoun  Battery. 
Shields'  Battery. 
Camp  Pickens  Companies. 


"ARMY  OP  THE  SI 


),  JUNE  30,  1861/ 


Col.  T.  J.  J, 


Second  Virginia  Infantry. 
Fourth  Virginia  Infantry. 
Fifth  Virginia  Infantry. 
Twenty-seventh  Virginia  Infantry. 


VANDOAH  n  (JOHNSTON'S  DIVISI 
Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston. 

Third  IUWj 
a  mra  linguae. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  E 

Fourth  Alabama  Infantry. 
Second  Mississippi  Infantry. 
Eleventh  Mississippi  Infantry. 
First  Tennessee  Infantry. 


Brigade. 

Col.  F.  8.  Bartow. 

Seventh  Georgia  Infantry. 
Eighth  Georgia  Infantry. 
Ninth  Georgia  In fantry. 
Duncan's  Kentucky  Battalion. 
Pone's  Kentucky  lUtUilion. 


Fourth  Brigade. 

CoL  A.  Elzey. 

First  Maryland  (Battalion) 
Third  Tennessee  Infantry. 
Tenth  Virginia  Infantry. 
Thirteenth  Virginia  Infantry 
Grove's  Battery. 


Noi  brigaded. 


First  Virginia  Cavalry. 
Thirty-third  Virginia  Infantry. 


No.  81. 

Reports  of  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  commanding  Confederate  Armies 
of  the  Shenandoah  and  of  the  Potomac,  of  operations  from  May  23  to 
July  22,  with  order  of  battle. 

Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

Fairfax  Court-House,  October  14, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War 
a  report  of  the  operations  of  the  troops  under  my  command,  which 
terminated  in  the  battle  of  Manassas. 

I  assumed  command  at  Harper's  Ferry  on  the  23d  of  May.   The  force 


return  of  that^date.   For  temporary  combinations  during  the  battle  of  troops 
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at  that  point  thou  consisted  of  nine  regiments  and  two  battalions  of 
infantry,  four  companies  of  artillery,  with  sixteen  pieces  without  cais- 
sons, harness,  or  horses,  and  about  three  hundred  cavalry.  They  were, 
of  course,  undisciplined,,  several  regiments  without  accouterments,  ana 
with  an  entirely  inadequate  supply  of  ammunition. 

I  lost  no  time  in  making  a  complete  reconnaissance  of  the  place  and 
its  environs,  in  which  the  chief  engineer,  Major  (now  Brigadier-General) 
Whiting;  ably  assisted.  The  result  confirmed  my  preconceived  ideas. 
The  position  is  untenable  by  any  force  not  strong  enough  to  take  the 
field  against  an  invading  army  and  to  hold  both  sides  of  the  Potomac 
It  is  a  triangle,  two  sides  being  formed  by  the  Potomac  and  the  Shenan- 
doah, and  the  third  by  Furnace  Ridge.  The  plateau  thus  inclosed,  and 
the  end  of  Furnace  Ridge  itself,  the  only  defensible  position,  which, 
however,  required  for  its  adequate  occupation  double  our  numbers,  was 
exposed  to  enfilade  and  reverse  fires  of  artillery  from  heights  ou  the 
Man-land  side  of  the  river.  Within  that  line  the  ground  was  more 
favorable  to  an  attacking  than  to  a  defending  force.  The  Potomac  can 
be  easily  crossed  at  many  points  above  and  below,  so  that  it  is  easily 
turned.  It  is  twenty  miles  from  the  great  route  into  the  valley  of  Vir- 
ginia from  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  by  which  General  Patterson's 
approach  was  expected.  Its  garrison  was  thus  out  of  position  to  defend 
that  valley  or  to  prevent  General  McClellan's  junction  with  General 
Patterson.  These  were  the  obvious  and  important  objects  to  be  kept 
in  view.  Besides  being  in  position  for  them,  it  was  necessary  to  be  able 
on  emergency  to  join  General  Beauregard. 

The  occupation  of  Harper's  Ferry  by  our  Army  perfectly  suited  the 
enemy's  views.  We  were  bound  to  a  fixed  point ;  his  movements  were 
unrestricted.  These  views  were  submitted  to  the  military  authorities. 
The  continued  occupation  of  the  place  was,  however,  deemed  by  them 
indispensable.  I  determined  to  hold  it  until  the  great  objects  of  the 
Government  required  its  abandonment.  The  practicable  roads  from  the 
West  and  Northwest,  as  well  as  from  Manassas,  meet  the  route  from 
Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  at  Winchester.  That  point  was,  therefore, 
in  my  opinion,  our  best  position.  The  distinguished  commander  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  was  convinced,  like  myself,  of  our  dependence 
upon  each  other,  and  promised  to  co-operate  with  me  in  case  of  need. 
To  guard  against  surprise  and  to  impose  upon  the  enemy,  Major  Whiting 
was  directed  to  monnt  a  few  heavy  guns  upon  Furnace  Bidge  and  other- 
wise strengthen  the  position. 

I  was  employed  until  the  13th  of  June  in  continuing  what  had  been 
begun  by  my  predecessor,  Colonel  (now  Major-General)  Jackson — the 
organization,  instruction,  and  equipment  of  the  troops,  and  providing 
means  of  transportation*  and  artillery  horses.  The  river  was  observed 
from  the  Point  of  Bocks  to  the  western  part  of  the  county  of  Berkeley, 
the  most  distant  portions  by  the  indefatigable  Stuart  with  his  cavalry. 
General  Patterson's  troops  were  within  a  few  hours  of  Williamsport,  and 
General  McClellan's  in  Western  Virginia  were  supposed  to  be  approach- 
ing to  effect  a  junction  with  Patterson,  whose  force  was  reported  by 
well-informed  persons  to  be  eighteen  thousand  men. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  of  June  information  was  received  from 
Winchester  that  Bomney  was  occupied  by  two  thousand  Federal  troops, 
supposed  to  be  the  vanguard  of  McClellan's  army.  Col.  A .  P.  Hill,  with 
his  own  (Thirteenth)  and  Colonel  Gibbons'  (Tenth)  Virginia  Begiments, 
was  dispatched  by  railway  to  Winchester.  He  was  directed  to  move 
thence  towards  Bomney,  to  take  the  best  position  and  best  measures 
to  check  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  He  was  to  add  to  his  command 
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the  Third  Tennessee  Regiment,  which  had  just  arrived  at  Winchester. 
During  that  day  and  the  next  the  heavy  baggage  and  remaining  public 
property  were  sent  to  Winchester  by  the  railway,  and  the  bridges  on 
the  Potomac  destroyed. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  the  Army  left  Harper's  Ferry  for  Win- 
chester—the force  had  been  increased  by  three  regiments  since  the  1st 
of  June-— and  bivouacked  four  miles  beyond  Gharlestown. 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th  intelligence  was  received  that  General 
Patterson's  army  had  crossed  the  Potomac  at  Williamsport ;  also,  that 
the  United  States  force  at  Roraney  had  fallen  back.  A  courier  from 
Richmond  brought  a  dispatch  authorizing  me  to  evacuate  Harper's  Ferry 
at  my  discretion.  The  Army  was  ordered  to  gain  the  Martinsburg  turn- 
pike by  a  flank  movement  to  Bunker  11  ill ,  i  n  order  to  place  itself  between 
Winchester  and  the  expected  advance  of  Patterson.  On  hearing  of  this, 
the  enemy  recrossed  the  river  precipitately. 

Resuming  my  first  direction  and  plan,  I  proceeded  to  Winchester. 
There  the  Army  was  in  position  to  oppose  either  McClellan  from  the  west 
or  Patterson  from  the  northeast,  and  to  form  a  junction  with  General 
Beauregard  when  necessary.  Lieut  Col.  George  H.  Steuart,  with  his 
Maryland  battalion,  was  sent  to  Harper's  Ferry  to  bring  off  some  public 
property  said  to  have  been  left  As  McOlellan  was  moving  southwest- 
ward  from  Grafton  Colonel  Hill's  command  was  withdrawn  from  Rom- 
ney.  The  defense  of  that  region  of  country  was  intrusted  to  Colonel 
McDonald's  regiment  of  cavalry. 

Intelligence  from  Maryland  indicating  another  movement  by  Patter- 
son, Colonel  Jackson,  with  his  brigade,  was  sent  to  the  neighborhood  of 
Martinsburg  to  support  Colonel  Stuart  The  latter  officer  had  been 
placed  in  observation  on  the  line  of  the  Potomac  with  his  cavalry,  his 
increasing  vigilance  and  activity  relied  on  to  repress  small  incursions 
of  the  enemy,  to  give  intelligence  of  invasion  by  them,  and  to  wat  ch, 
harass,  and  circumscribe  their  every  movement  Colonel  Jackson  was 
instructed  to  destroy  such  of  the  rolling  stock  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad  as  could  not  be  brought  off,  and  to  have  so  mnch  of  it  as  could 
be  made  available  to  our  service  brought  to  Winchester. 

Major  Whiting  was  ordered  to  plan  defensive  works,  and  to  have  some 
heavy  guns  and  navy  carriages  mounted.  About  twenty-five  hundred 
militia,  under  Brigadier-General  Carson,  were  called  out  from  Frederick 
and  the  neighboring  counties  to  man  them. 

On  the  2d  of  July  General  Patterson  again  crossed  the  Potomac 
Colonel  Jackson,  pursuant  to  instructions,  fell  back  before  him.  In  re- 
tiring he  gave  him  a  severe  lesson  in  the  affair  at  Falling  Waters.  With 
a  battalion  of  the  Fifth  Virginia  Regiment  (Harper's)  and  Pendleton's 
battery  of  field  artillery  he  engaged  the  enemy's  advance.  '  Skillfully 
taking  a  position  where  the  small n ess  of  his  force  was  concealed,  he  en- 
gaged them  for  a  considerable  time,  inflicted  a  heavy  loss,  and  retired 
when  about  to  be  outflanked,  scarcely  losing  a  man,  but  bringing  off 
forty -five  prisoners. 

Upon  this  intelligence  the  Army,  strengthened  by  the  arrival  of  Gen- 
eral Bee  and  Colonel  Blzey  and  the  Ninth  Georgia  Regiment,  was  or- 
dered forward  to  the  support  of  Jackson.  It  met  him  at  Darkesville,  six 
miles  from  Martinsburg,  where  it  took  up  a  position  for  action,  as  Gen- 
eral Patterson,  it  was  supposed,  was  closely  following  Colonel  Jackson. 
We  waited  for  him  in  this  position  fonr  days,  hoping  to  be  attacked  by 
an  adversary  at  least  double  our  numbers,  but  unwilling  to  attack  him 
in  a  town  so  defensible  as  Martinsburg,  with  its  solid  buildings  and  in- 
closures  of  masonry.   Convinced  at  length  that  he  would  not  approach 
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lis  I  returned  to  Winchester,  much  to  the  disappointment  of  our  troops, 
who  were  eager  for  battle  with  the  iuvaders.  Colouel  Stuart,  with  his 
cavalry,  as  usual,  remained  near  the  enemy. 

Before  the  15th  of  July  the  enemy's  force,  according  to  the  best  intel- 
ligence to  be  obtained,  amouuted  to  about  thirty-two  thousand.  Ours 
had  been  increased  by  eight  Southern  regiineuts.  On  the  15th  of  July 
Colonel  Stuart  reported  the  advance  of  General  Patterson  from  Martins- 
burg.  He  halted,  however,  at  Bunker  Hill,  nine  miles  from  Winchester, 
where  he  remained  on  the  ICth.  On  the  17th  he  moved  to  his  left  to 
Smithfleld.  This  created  the  impression  that  he  intended  to  attack  us 
on  the  south,  or  was  merely  holding  us  in  cheek  while  General  Beaure- 
gard should  be  attacked  at  Manassas  by  General  Scott.  About  1  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  July  18  I  received  from  the  Government  a  tele- 
graphic dispatch  iuforming  me  that  the  Northern  Army  was  advancing 
upon  Manassas,  then  held  by  General  Beauregard,  and  directing  me,  if 
practicable,  to  go  to  that  officer's  assistance,  after*  sending  my  sick  to 
Culpeper  Court-House.  In  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  conferred  by 
the  terms  of  the  order,  I  at  once  determined  to  march  to  join  General 
Beauregard.  The  best  service  which  the  Army  of  the  Shenandoah  could 
render  was  to  prevent  the  defeat  of  that  of  the  Potomac.  To  be  able  to 
do  this  it  was  necessary,  in  the  first  instance,  to  defeat  General  Patter- 
son or  to  elude  him.  The  latter  course  was  the  most  speedy  and  cer- 
tain, and  was  therefore  adopted.  Our  sick,  nearly  seventeen  hundred 
in  number,  were  provided  for  in  Winchester.  For  the  defense  of  that 
place  the  militia  of  Generals  Carson  and  Meem  seemed  ample,  for  I 
thought  it  certain  that  General  Patterson  would  follow  my  movement  as 
soon  as  he  discovered  it.  Evading  him  by  the  dispositions  made  of  the 
advance-guard,  under  Colonel  Stuart,  the  Army  moved  through  Ashby's 
Gap  to  Piedmont,  a  station  of  the  Manassas  Gap  Railroad.  Hence  the 
infantry  were  to  be  transported  by  the  railway,  while  the  cavalry  and 
artillery  were  ordered  to  continue  their  march. 

1  reached  Manassas  about  noon  on  the  20th,  preceded  by  the  Seventh 
and  Eighth  Georgia  Regiments  and  by  Jackson's  brigade,  consisting  of 
the  Secoud,  Fourth,  Fifth,  Twenty -seventh,  and  Thirty-third  Virginia 
Regiments.  I  was  accompanied  by  General  Bee,  with  the  Fourth  Ala- 
bama, the  Second,  and  two  companies  of  the  Eleventh  Mississippi.  The 
president  of  the  railroad  company  had  assured  me  that  the  remaining 
troops  should  arrive  during  the  day.  I  found  General  Beauregard's 
position  too  extensive,  and  the  ground  too  densely  wooded  aud  intricate, 
to  be  learned  in  the  brief  time  at  my  disposal,  aud  therefore  determined 
to  rely  upon  his  knowledge  of  it  and  of  the  enemy's  positions.  This  I  did 
readily  from  full  confidence  in  his  capacity. 

His  troops  were  divided  into  eight  brigades,  occupying  the  defensive 
line  of  Bull  Run.  Brigadier-General  I  ' well's  was  posted  at  the  Union 
Mills  Ford ;  Brig.  Gen.  D.  R.  Jones'  at  McLean's  Ford ;  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Longstreet's  at  Blackburn's  Ford ;  Brigadier-General  Bon  ham's  at 
Mitchell's  Ford;  Colonel  Cocke's  at  Ball's  Ford,  some  three  miles  above; 
and  Colonel  Evans,  with  a  regiment  and  battalion,  formed  the  extreme 
left  at  the  stone  bridge.  The  brigades  of  Brigadier-General  Holmes 
and  Colonel  Early  were  in  reserve  in  rear  of  the  right.  I  regarded  the 
arrival  of  the  remainder  of  the  Army  of  the  Shenandoah  during  the  night 
as  certain,  and  Patterson's  jnnction  with  the  Grand  Army  on  the  22d  as 
probable. 

During  the  evening  it  was  determined,  iustead  of  remaining  in  the 

•  Tbis  word  erased  from  souio  official  Copies  ol*  the  report.  See  Mr.  Davis'  iudorse- 
niunt,  p.  47d. 


Digitized  by  Google 


474  OPERATIONS  IN  MD.,  PA,  VA.,  AND  W.  VA.       [Cnxr.  IX- 


defensive  positions  then  occupied,  to  assume  tbe  offensive  and  attack 
the  enemy  before  snch  a  junction.  General  Beauregard  proposed  a 
plan  of  battle,  which  I  approved  without  hesitation.  He  drew  up  the 
necessary  order  during  the  night,  which  was  approved  formally  by  me 
at  4.30  o'clock  on  the  morniug  of  the  21st  The  early  movements  of  the 
enemy  on  that  morning  and  the  non-arrival  of  the  expected  troops  pre- 
vented its  execution.  General  Beauregard  afterwards  proposed  a  modi- 
fication of  the  abaudoued  plan,  to  attack  with  our  right  while  the  left 
stood  on  the  defensive.  This,  too,  became  impracticable,  and  a  battle 
ensued  different  in  place  and  circumstances  from  any  previous  plan  on 
our  side. 

Soon  after  sunrise  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  a  light  cannonade  was 
opened  upon  Colonel  Evans'  position.  A  similar  demonstration  was 
made  against  the  center  soon  after,  and  strong  forces  were  observ  ed  in 
front  of  it  and  of  the  right.  About  8  o'clock  General  Beauregard  and 
I  placed  ourselves  on  a  commanding  hill  in  rear  of  General  Bonbam's 
left.  Near  9  o'clock  the  signal  officer,  Captain  Alexander,  reported  that 
a  large  body  of  troops  was  crossing  the  valley  of  Bull  Run  some  two 
miles  above  the  bridge.  General  Bee,  who  had  been  placed  near  Colo- 
nel Cocke's  position,  Colonel  Hampton,  with  his  Legion,  and  Colonel 
Jackson,  from  a  point  near  General  Bonbam's  left,  were  ordered  to 
hasten  to  the  left  Hank.  The  signal  officer  soon  called  our  attention  to 
a  heavv  cloud  of  dust  to  the  northwest  and  about  ten  miles  off',  such 
as  the  march  of  an  army  would  raise.  This  excited  apprehensions  of 
General  Pattersou's  approach. 

The  enemy,  under  cover  of  a  strong  demonstration  on  our  right,  made 
a  long  detour  through  the  woods  on  his  right,  crossed  Bull  Run  two 
miles  above  our  left,  and  threw  himself  upon  the  flank  and  rear  of  our 
position.  This  movement  was  fortunately  discovered  by  us  in  time  to 
check  its  progress,  and  ultimately  to  form  a  new  line  of  battle  nearly  at 
right  angles  with  the  defensive  line  of  Bull  Run. 

On  discovering  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  the  stream  above  him, 
Colonel  Evans  moved  to  his  left  with  eleven  companies  and  two  tield- 
pieces  to  oppose  his  advance,  and  disposed  his  little  force  under  cover 
of  the  wood  near  tbe  intersection  of  the  Warrentou  turnpike  aud  the 
Sudley  road.  Here  he  was  attacked  by  the  enemy  in  immensely  superior 
numbers,  against  which  he  maintained  himself  with  skill  and  unshrink- 
ing courage.  General  Bee  moving  towards  the  enemy,  guided  by  the 
firing,  had  with  a  soldier's  eye  selected  the  position  near  the  Henry 


Eighth  Georgia,  Fourth  Alabama,  Second  Mississippi,  and  two  com- 
panies of  the  Eleventh  Mississippi,  with  Imbodeu's  battery.  Being 
compelled,  however,  to  sustain  Colonel  Evans,  he  crossed  the  valley  and 
formed  on  the  right  and  somewhat  iu  advance  of  his  jjosition.  Here  the 
joint  force,  little  exceeding  five  regiments,  with  six  field  pieces,  held 
the  ground  against  about  fifteen  thousand  United  States  troops  for 
an  hour,  until,  finding  themselves  outflanked  by  the  continually  arriv- 
ing troops  of  the  enemy,  they  fell  back  to  General  Bee's  first  position, 
upon  the  line  of  which  Jackson,  just  arriving,  formed  his  brigade  and 
Stanard'8  battery.  Colonel  Hampton,  who  had  by  this  time  advanced 
with  his  Legion  as  far  as  the  turnpike,  rendered  efficient  service  iu 
maintaining  the  orderly  character  of  the  retreat  from  that  point  ;  and 
here  fell  the  gallant  Lieutenant-Colouel  Johnson,  his  second  iu  command. 

In  the  mean  time  I  waited  with  General  Beauregard  near  the  center 
the  full  development  of  the  enemy's  designs.  About  It  o'clock  the  vio- 
lence of  the  tiring  on  the  left  indicated  a  battle,  and  the  march  of  a  large 
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body  of  troops  from  the  enemy's  center  towards  the  conflict  was  shown 
by  clouds  of  dust.  I  was  thus  convinced  that  his  great  effort  was  to  be 
made  with  his  right.  I  stated  that  conviction  to  General  Beauregard, 
and  the  absolute  necessity  of  immediately  strengthening  our  left  as  much 
as  possible.  Orders  were  accordingly  at  once  sent  to  General  Holmes 
and  Colonel  Early  to  move  with  all  speed  to  the  sound  of  the  firing,  and 
to  General  Bonham  to  send  up  two  of  his  regiments  and  a  battery.  Gen- 
eral Beauregard  and  I  then  hurried  at  a  rapid  gallop  to  the  scene  of  ac- 
tion, about  four  miles  off.  On  the  way  I  directed  my  chief  of  artillery, 
Colonel  Pendleton,  to  follow  with  his  own  and  Alburtis'  batteries. 

"We  came  not  a  moment  too  soon.  The  long  contest  against  fivefold 
odds  and  heavy  losses,  especially  of  field  officers,  had  greatly  discour- 
aged the  troops  of  General  Bee  and  Colonel  Evans.  Our  presence  with 
them  under  fire  and  some  example  had  the  happiest  effect  on  the  spirit 
of  the  troops.  Order  was  soon  restored  and  the  battle  re-established,  to 
which  the  firmness  of  Jackson's  brigade  greatly  contributed.  Then,  in 
a  brief  and  rapid  conference,  General  Beauregard  was  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  l»'t>,  which,  as  the  younger  officer,  he  claimed,  while  1 
returned  to  that  of  the  whole  field.  The  aspect  of  riffairs  was  critical, 
but  I  had  full  confidence  in  the  skill  and  indomitable  courage  of  General 
Beauregard,  the  high  soldierly  qualities  of  Generals  Bee  and  Jackson 
and  Colonel  Evans,  and  the  devoted  patriotism  of  their  troops. 

Orders  were  first  dispatched  to  hasten  the  march  of  General  Holmes', 
Colonel  Early's,  and  General  Bonham's  regiments.  General  Ewell  was 
also  directed  to  follow  with  all  speed.  Many  of  the  broken  troops,  frag- 
ments of  companies,  and  individual  stragglers  were  reformed  and  brought 
into  action  with  the  aid  of  my  staff  and  a  portion  of  General  Beauregard's. 
Colonel  (late  Governor)  Smith  with  his  battalion  and  Colonel  Hunton 
with  his  regiment  were  ordered  up  to  re  enforce  the  right.  I  have  since 
learned  that  General  Beauregard  had  previously  ordered  them  into  the 
battle.  They  belonged  to  his  corps.  Colonel  Smith's  cheerful  courage 
had  a  fine  influence,  not  only  upon  the  spirit  of  his  own  men,  but  upon 
the  stragglers  of  the  troops  engaged.  The  largest  body  of  these,  equal 
to  about  four  companies,  having  no  competent  field  officer,  I  placed  un- 
der the  command  of  one  of  my  staff,  Col.  F.  J.  Thomas,  who  fell  while 
gallantly  leading  it  against  the  enemy.  These  re-enforcements  were  all 
sent  to  the  right  to  re-establish  more  perfectly  that  part  of  our  line. 
Having  attended  to  these  pressing  duties  at  the  immediate  scene  of  con- 
flict, my  eye  was  next  directed  to  Colonel  Cocke's  brigade^  the  nearest 
at  hand.  Hastening  to  his  position,  I  desired  him  to  lead  his  troops  into 
action.  He  informed  me,  however,  that  a  large  body  of  the  enemy's 
troops  beyond  the  stream  and  below  the  bridge  threatened  us  from  that 
quarter.   He  was  therefore  left  in  his  position. 

My  headquarters  were  now  established  near  the  Lewis  house.  From 
this  commanding  elevation  my  view  embraced  the  position  of  the  enemy 
beyond  the  stream  and  the  approaches  to  the  stone  bridge,  a  point  of 
especial  importance.  I  could  also  see  the  advances  of  our  troops  far 
down  the  valley  in  the  direction  of  Manassas,  and  observe  the  progress 
of  the  action  and  the  maneuvers  of  the  enemy. 

We  had  now  sixteen  guns  and  two  hundred  and  sixty  cavalry  and  a  little 
above  nine  regiments  of  the  Army  of  the  Shenandoah  and  six  guns,  and 
less  than  the  strength  of  three  regiments  of  that  of  the  Potomac,  engaged 
with  about  thirty-five  thousand  United  States  troops,  among  whom 
were  full  three  thousand  of  the  old  Regular  Army.  Yet  this  admirable 
artillery  and  brave  infantry  and  cavalry  lost  no  foot  of  ground.  For 
nearly  three  hours  they  maintained  their  position,  repelling  five  succes- 
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8ive  assaults  by  the  heavy  masses  of  the  enemy,  whose  numbers  enabled 
him  continually  to  bring  up  fresh  troops  as  their  preceding  columns 
were  driven  back.  Colonel  Stuart  contributed  to  one  of  these  repulses 
by  a  well-timed  and  vigorous  charge  on  the  enemy's  right  flank  with 
two  companies  of  his  cavalry. 

The  efficiency  of  our  infantry  and  cavalry  might  have  been  expected 
from  a  patriotic  people  accustomed  like  ours  to  the  management  of  arms 
and  horses,  but  that  of  the  artillery  was  little  less  than  wonderful. 
They  were  opposed  to  batteries  far  superior  in  the  number,  range,  and 
equipment  of  their  guns,  with  educated  officers  and  thoroughly  in- 
structed soldiers.  We  had  but  one  educated  artillerist,  Colonel  Pendle- 
ton, that  model  of  a  Christian  soldier,  yet  they  exhibited  as  much  supe- 
riority to  the  enemy  in  skill  as  in  courage.  Their  Are  was  superior  both 
in  rapidity  and  precision. 

About  2  o'clock  an  officer  of  General  Beauregard's  adjutant-general's 
office  galloped  from  Manassas  to  report  to  me  that  a  United  States  army 
had  reached  the  line  of  Manassas  Gap  Railroad,  was  marching  towards, 
us,  and  then  but  three  or  four  miles  from  our  left  flank.  The  expected 
re-enforcements  appeared  soon  after.  Colonel  Cocke  was  then  desired  to 
lead  his  brigade  into  action  to  support  the  right  of  the  troops  engaged, 
which  he  did  with  alacrity  and  effect.  Within  a  half  hour  the  two  reg- 
iments of  General  Bonham's  brigade  (Cash's  and  Kershaw's)  came  up, 
and  were  directed  against  the  enemy's  right,  which  he  seemed  to  be 
strengthening.  Fisher's  North  Carolina  regiment  was  soon  after  sent 
in  the  same  direction.  About  3  o'clock,  while  the  enemy  seemed  to  be 
striving  to  outflank  and  drive  back  our  left,  and  thus  separate  us  from 
Manassas,  General  E.  K.  Smith  arrived  with  three  regiments  of  Elzey's 
brigade.  He  was  instructed  to  attack  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy,  now 
exposed  to  us.  Before  the  movement  was  completed  he  fell,  severely 
wounded.  Colonel  Elzey,  at  once  taking  command,  executed  it  with 
great  promptitude  and  vigor.  General  Beauregard  rapidly  seized  the 
opportunity  thus  afforded  him,  and  threw  forward  his  whole  line.  The 
enemy  was  driven  back  from  the  long-contested  hill,  and  victory  was  no 
longer  doubtful. 

He  made  yet  another  attempt  to  retrieve  the  day.  He  again  extended 
his  right  with  a  still  wider  sweep  to  turn  our  left.  Just  as  he  reformed 
to  renew  the  battle  Colonel  Early's  three  regiments  came  upon  the  field. 
The  enemy's  new  formation  exposed  his  right  flank  more  even  than 
the  previous  one.  Colonel  Early  was  therefore  ordered  to  throw  him- 
self directly  upon  it,  supported  by  Colonel  Stuart's  Cavalry  and  Beck- 
ham's battery.  He  executed  this  attack  bravely  and  well,  while  a 
simultaneous  charge  was  made  by  General  Beauregard  in  front.  The 
enemy  was  broken  by  this  combined  attack.  He  lost  all  the  artillery 
whieh  he  had  advanced  to  tne  scene  of  the  conflict.  He  had  no  more 
fresh  troops  to  rally  on,  and  a  general  rout  ensued. 

Instructions  were  instantly  sent  to  General  Bonham  to  march  by 
the  quickest  route  to  the  turnpike  to  intercept  the  fugitives,  and  to 
General  Longstreet  to  follow  as  closely  as  possible  upon  the  right. 
Their  progress  was  checked  by  the  enemy's  reserve  and  by  night  at 
Centreville.  Schenck's  brigade  made  a  slight  demonstration  towards 
Lewis'  Ford,  which  was  quickly  checked  by  Holmes'  brigade,  which  had 
just  arrived  from  the  right  His  artillery,  under  Captain  Walker,  was 
used  with  great  skill.  Colonel  Stuart  pressed  the  pursuit  on  the  enemy's 
principal  line  of  retreat,  the  Sudley  road.  Four  companies  of  cavalry, 
under  Colonel  Radford  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Munford,  which  I  had 
held  in  reserve,  were  ordered  to  cross  the  stream  at  Ball's  Ford  to 
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reach  the  turnpike,  the  line  of  retreat  of  the  enemy's  left.  Our  cavalry 
found  the  roads  encumbered  with  dead  and  wounded  (many  of  whom 
seemed  to  have  been  thrown  from  wagons),  arms,  accouterments,  and 

A  report  came  to  me  from  the  right  that  a  strong  body  of  U.  S.  troops 
was  advancing  upon  Manassas.  General  Holmes,  who  had  just  reached 
the  field,  and  General  Ewell,  on  his  way  to  it,  were  ordered  to  meet 
this  unexpected  attack.  They  found  no  foe,  however. 

Our  victory  was  as  complete  as  one  gained  by  infantry  and  artillery 
can  be.  An  adequate  force  of  cavalry  would  have  made  it  decisive. 
It  is  due,  under  Almighty  God,  to  the  skill  and  resolution  of  General 
Beauregard,  the  admirable  conduct  of  Generals  Bee,  E.  K.  Smith,  and 
Jackson,  and  of  Colonels  (commanding  brigades)  Evans,  Cocke,  Early, 
and  Elzey,  and  the  courage  and  unyielding  firmness  of  our  patriotic 
volunteers.  The  admirable  character  of  our  troops  is  incontestably 
proved  by  the  result  of  this  battle,  especially  when  it  is  remembered 
that  little  more  than  six  thousand  men  of  the  Array  of  the  Shenandoah 
with  sixteen  guns,  and  less  than  two  thousand  of  that  of  the  Potomac 
with  six  guns,  for  fall  five  hours  successfully  resisted  thirty-five  thou- 
sand U.  S.  troops  with  a  powerful  artillery  and  a  superior  force  of  regu- 
lar cavalry.  Our  forces  engaged,  gradually  increasing  during  the 
remainder  of  the  contest,  amounted  to  but  —  men  at  the  close  of  the 
battle.  The  brunt  of  this  hard-fought  engagement  fell  upon  the  troops 
who  held  their  ground  so  long  with  such  heroic  resolution.  The  unfad- 
ing honor  which  they  wonwas  dearly  bought  with  the  blood  of  many 
of  our  best  and  bravest  Their  loss  was  far  heavier  in  proportion  than 
that  of  the  troops  coming  later  into  action. 

Every  regiment  and  battery  engaged  performed  its  part  well.  The 
commanders  of  brigades  have  been  already  mentioned.  I  refer  you  to 
General  Beauregard's  report  for  the  names  of  the  officers  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  who  distinguished  themselves  most.  I  cannot  enumer- 
ate all  of  the  Army  of  the  Shenandoah  who  deserve  distinction,  and 
will  confine  myself  to  those  of  high  rank  :  Colonels  Bartow  and  Fisher 
(killed);  Jones  (mortally  wounded);  Harper,  J.  F.  Preston,  Cummings, 
Falkner,  Gartrell,  and  Vaughn ;  J.  E.  B.  Stuart,  of  the  cavalry,  and 
Pendleton,  of  the  artillery :  Lieutenant-Colonels  Echols,  Lightfoot,  Lack- 
land, G.  H.  Steuart,  and  Gardner.  The  last-named  gallant  officer  was 
severely  wounded. 

The  loss  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  108  killed,  510  wounded, 
and  J2  missing.  That  of  the  Army  of  the  Shenandoah  was  270  killed, 
979  wounded,  and  18  missing.  Total  killed,  378;  wounded,  1,489; 
missing,  30.  That  of  the  enemy  could  notH>e  ascertained.  It  must  have 
been  four  or  five  thousand. 

Twenty-eight  pieces  of  artillery,  about  five  thousand  muskets,  and 
nearly  five  hundred  thousand  cartridges,  a  garrison  flag,  and  ten  colors 
were  captured  on  the  field  or  in  the  pursuit.  Besides  these  we  cap- 
tured sixty-four  artillery  horses,  with  their  harness,  twenty-six  wagons, 
and  much  camp  equipage,  clothing,  and  other  property  abandoned  in 
their  flight 

The  officers  of  my  staff  deserve  high  commendation  for  their  efficient 
and  gallant  services  during  the  day  and  the  campaign,  and  I  beg  leave 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  their  merits.  Maj.  W.  H.  C. 
Whiting,  chief  engineer,  was  invaluable  to  me  for  his  signal  ability 
in  his  profession  and  for  his  indefatigable  activity  before  and  in  the 
battle.  Major  McLean,  chief  quartermaster,  and  Major  Kearaley,  chief 
commissary,  conducted  their  respective  departments  with  skill  and 
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energy.  Major  Rbett,  assistant  adjutant-general,  who  joined  me  only 
the  day  before,  was  of  great  service.  I  left  him  at  Manassas,  and  to  his 
experience  ana  energy  I  intrusted  the  care  of  ordering  my  troops  to  the 
field  of  battle  as  they  should  arrive,  and  forwarding  ammunition  for  the 
artillery  during  the  action.  Capts.  0.  M.  Fauntleroy,  0.  8.  Navy,  T.  L. 
Preston,  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  Lieut.  J.  B.  Washington,  aide- 
de-camp,  conveyed  my  orders  bravely  and  well  on  this  their  first  field, 
as  did  several  gallant  gentlemen  who  volunteered  their  services — 
Colonel  Cole,  of  Florida;  Major  Deas,  of  Alabama;  Colonel  Duncan,  of 
Kentucky.  Lieut.  Beverly  Randolph,  C.  8.  Army,  aided  Col.  F.  J. 
Thomas  in  the  command  of  the  body  of  troops  he  led  into  action  and 
fought  with  gallantry.  With  these  was  my  gallant  friend  Capt  Bar- 
low Mason,  who  was  mortally  wounded.  I  have  already  mentioned  the 
brave  death  of  my  ordnance  officer,  Col.  F.  J.  Thomas.  I  was  much 
indebted  also  to  Cols.  J.  8.  Preston,  Manning,  Miles,  and  Chisolm,  and 
Captain  Stevens,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  members  of  General  Beau- 
regard's staff,  who  kindly  proffered  their  services  and  tendered  efficient 
and  valuable  aid  at  different  times  during  the  day.  CoL  G.  W.  Lay, 
Of  General  Bonham's  staff,  delivered  the  instructions  to  the  troops  sent 
in  pursuit  and  to  intercept  the  enemy,  with  much  intelligence  and 
courage. 

It  will  be  remarked  that  the  three  brigadier-generals  of  the  Army 
of  the  Shenandoah  were  all  wounded.  I  have  already  mentioned  the 
wound  of  General  Smith.  General  Jackson,  though  painfully 
early  in  the  day,  commanded  his  brigade  until  the  close  of  the 
General  Bee,  after  great  exposure  at  the  commencement  of  the  engage- 
ment, was  mortally  wounded  just  as  our  re-enforcements  were  coming  up. 

The  apparent  firmness  of  the  IT.  S.  troops  at  Gentreville,  who  had  not 
been  engaged,  which  checked  our  pursuit ;  the  strong  forces  occupying 
the  works  near  Georgetown,  Arlington,  aud  Alexandria ;  the  certainty, 
too,  that  General  Patterson,  if  needed,  would  reach  Washington  with 
his  army  of  thirty  thousand  men  sooner  than  we  could,  and  the  condi- 
tion and  inadequate  means  of  the  Army  in  ammunition,  provisions,  and 
transportation  prevented  any  serious  thoughts  of  advancing  against  the 
capital.  It  is  certain  that  the  fresh  troops'  within  the  works  were  in 
number  quite  sufficient  for  their  defense.  If  not,  General  Patterson's 
army  would  certainly  re-enforce  them  soon  enough. 
,  This  report  will  he  presented  to  you  by  my  aide-de-camp,  Lieut.  J.  B. 
Washington,  by  whom,  and  by  General  Beauregard's  aide 
Ferguson,  the  captured  colors  are  transmitted  to  the  War 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

The  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  C.  8.  Army. 


The  telegram  referred  to  by  General  Johnston  in  this  report  as  received 
by  him  "about  1  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  July"  is  inaccurately 
reported.  The  following  is  a  copy : 

Richmond,  July  17, 1861. 


J.  E.  JOHNSTON,  Winchester,  Fa. 

General  Beauregard  is  attacked.  To  strike  the  enemy  a  decisive  blow  ft  junction  of 
all  your  effective  force  will  be  needed.   If  practicable,  make  the  movement,  sending 
your  Rick  and  baggage  to  Cnlpeper  Court^Honse  either  by  railroad  or  by  Warrenton. 
In  all  the  arrangement*  exercise  yonr  discretion. 

8.  COOPER, 
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The  word  " after"  is  not  found  in  the  dispatch  before  the  words  "send- 
ing your  sick."  as  is  stated  in  the  report;  so  that  the  argument  based 
on  it  requires  no  comment.  The  order  to  move  "  if  practicable"  had 
reference  to  General  Johnston's  letters  of  12th  and  15th  July,  repre- 
senting the  relative  strength  and  positions  of  the  enemy  under  Patter- 
sou  and  of  his  own  forces  to  be  such  as  to  make  it  doubtful  whether 
General  Johnston  had  the  power  to  effect  the  movement. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Hdqrs.  Department  op  Northern  Virginia, 

Centreville,  February  3,  18C2. 
Sir  :  My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  in  the  enumeration 
of  the  officers  who  distinguished  themselves  in  the  battle  of  Manassas 
the  name  of  CoL  S.  B.  Gibbons,  commanding  the  Tenth  Virginia  Regi- 
ment, was  omitted.  This  omission  was  due  to  unaccountable  careless- 
ness, and  is  a  matter  of  regret  and  mortification  to  me.  I  beg  that  it 
may  be  corrected  in  my  report  on  file  in  your  office,  and  the  correction 
published.  Colonel  Gibbons  and  his  gallant  regiment  played  an  impor- 
tant part  at  a  critical  time,  and  injustice  to  them,  even  accidentally, 
is  unpardonable.  Colonel  Elzey,  to  whose  brigade  Colonel  Gibbons 
belongs,  made  honorable  mention  of  him  in  his  report. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON,  General, 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  )  July  20,  1861. 

The  following  order  is  published  for  the  information  of  division  and 
brigade  commanders : 

I.  Brigadier  General  E  well's  brigade,  supported  by  General  Holmes' 
brigade,  will  march  via  Union  Mills  Ford  and  place  itself  in  position  of 
attack  upon  the  enemy.  It  will  be  held  in  readiness  either  to  support 
the  attack  upou  Centreville  or  to  move  in  the  direction  of  gangster's 
Cross-Roads,  according  to  circumstances. 

The  order  to  advance  will  be  given  by  the  commander-in-chief. 

II.  Brigadier  General  Jones'  brigade,  supported  by  Colonel  Early's 
brigade,  will  march  via  McLean's  Ford  to  place  itself  in  position  of  at- 
tack upon  the  enemy  on  or  about  the  Union  Mills  and  Centreville  road. 
It  will  be  held  in  readiness  either  to  support  the  attack  upon  Centreville 
or  to  move  in  the  direction  of  Fairfax  Station,  according  to  circum- 
stances, with  its  right  flank  towards  the  left  of  E  well's  command,  more 
or  less  distant,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  country  and  attack. 

The  order  to  advance  will  be  given  by  the  commander-in-chief. 

III.  Brigadier-General  Longstreet's  brigade,  supported  by  Brigadier- 
General  Jackson's  brigade,  will  march  via  McLean's  Ford  to  place  itself 
in  positiou  of  attack  upon  the  enemy  on  or  about  the  Union  Mills  and 
Centreville  road.  It  will  be  held  in  readiness  either  to  support  the  at- 
tack on  Centreville  or  to  move  in  the  direction  of  Fairfax  Court-House, 
according  to  circumstances,  with  its  right  flank  towards  the  led  of 
Jones'  command,  more  or  less  distant,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
country. 

The  order  to  advance  will  be  given  by  the  commander-in-chief. 
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IV.  Brigadier  General  Bonham's  brigade,  supported  by  Colonel  Bar- 
tow's brigade,  will  march  via  Mitchell's  Ford  to  the  attack  of  Centre- 
ville,  the  right  wing  to  the  left  of  the  Third  Division,  more  or  less  dis- 
tant, according  to  the  nature  of  the  country  and  of  the  attack. 

The  order  to  advance  will  be  given  by  the  commander-in-chief. 

V.  Colonel  Cocke's  brigade,  supported  by  Colonel  Elzey's  brigade, 
will  march  via  stone  bridge  and  the  fords  on  the  right  thereof  to  the 
attack  Of  Centre ville,  the  right  wing  to  the  left  of  the  Fourth  Division, 
more  or  less  distant,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  country  and  of  the 
attack. 

The  order  to  advance  will  be  given  by  the  commander-in-chief. 

VL  Brigadier  -General  Bee's  brigade,  supported  by  Colonel  Wilcox's 
brigade,  Colonel  Stuart's  regiment  of  cavalry,  and  the  whole  of  Walton's 
battery,  will  form  the  reserve,  and  will  march  via  Mitchell's  Ford,  to  be 
used  according  to  circumstances. 

VII.  The  light  batteries  will  bo  distributed  as  follows: 

1.  To  Brigadier-General  Ewell's  command,  Captain  Walker's  six 
pieces. 

2.  To  Brigadier-General  Joues',  Captains  Alburtis'  and  Stanard's  bat- 
teries, eight  pieces. 

3.  To  Brigadier-General  Longstrcct's,  Colonel  Pendleton's  and  Cap- 
tain Imboden's  batteries,  eight  pieces. 

4.  To  Brigadier-General  Bonham's,  Captains  Kemper's  and  Shields' 
batteries,  eight  pieces. 

5.  To  Colonel  Cocke's,  Colonel  Huntou's  and  Captains  Latham's  and 
Beckham's  b  itteries,  twelve  pieces. 

VIII.  Colonel  Radford,  commanding  cavalry,  will  detail,  to  report 
immediately,  as  follows: 

To  Brigadier-General  Ewell,  two  companies  of  cavalry. 
To  Brigadier  General  Jones,  two  companies  of  cavalry. 
To  Brigadier-General  Longstreet,  two  companies  of  cavalry. 
To  Brigadier-General  Bonham,  three  companies  of  cavalry. 
To  Colonel  Cocke,  the  remaining  companies  of  cavalry,  except  those 
in  special  service. 

IX.  The  Fourth  and  Fifth  Divisions,  after  the  fall  of  Centreville,  will 
advance  to  the  attack  of  Fairfax  Court-House  via  the  Braddock  and 
turnpike  roads,  to  the  north  of  the  latter. 

The  First,  Second,  and  Third  Divisions  will,  if  necessary,  support  the 
Fourth  and  Fifth  Divisions. 

X.  In  this  movement  the  First,  Secondhand  Third  Divisions  will  form 
the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Holmes;  the  Fourth  and  Fifth 
Divisions  that  of  the  second  in  command.  The  reserve  will  move  upon 
the  plains  between  Mitchell's  Ford  and  stone  bridge,  and,  together  with 
the  Fourth  and  Fifth  Divisions,  will  be  under  the  immediate  direction 
of  General  Beauregard. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard : 

THOMAS  JORDAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

No.  — .         f  July  21, 1861-4.30  a.  m. 

The  plan  of  attack  given  by  Brigadier  General  Beauregard  in  the 
above  order  is  approved,  and  will  be  executed  accordingly. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 
General,  C,  S.  Army. 
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Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  T.  J.  Jackson,  0.  S.  Army,  commanding  First 

Headquarters  First  Brigade, 
Camp  near  Manassas,  Va.t  July  23,  1861. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  my  brigade  on  the  21st: 

About  4  in  the  morning  I  received  notice  from  General  Longstreet 
that  he  needed  a  re-enforcement  of  two  regiments,  which  were  accord- 
ingly ordered. 

Subsequently  I  received  an  order  from  General  Beauregard  to  move  to 
the  support  of  General  Bonham,  afterwards  to  support  General  Cocke, 
and  finally  to  take  such  position  as  would  enable  me  to  re-enforce  either, 
as  circumstances  might  require. 

Whilst  in  the  position  last  indicated  I  received  a  request  from  General 
Cocke  to  guard  the  stone  bridge,  and  immediately  moved  forward  to 
effect  the  object  in  view. 

Subsequently  ascertaining  that  General  Bee,  who  was  on  the  left  of 
our  line,  was  hard  pressed,  I  marched  to  his  assistance,  notifying  him 
at  the  same  time  that  I  was  advancing  to  his  support ;  but.  before  ar- 
riving within  cannon  range  of  the  enemy.  I  met  General  Bee's  forces 
falling  back.  I  continued  to  advance  witn  the  understanding  that  he 
would  form  in  my  rear.  His  battery,  under  its  dauntless  commander, 
Captain  Imboden,  reversed  and  advanced  with  my  brigade. 

The  first  favorable  position  for  meeting  the  enemy  was  at  the  next 
summit,  where,  at  11.30  a.  m.,  I  posted  Captain  Imboden's  battery  and 
two  pieces  of  Captain  Stanard's,  so  as  to  play  upon  the  advancing  foe. 
The  Fourth  Regiment,  commanded  by  Col.  James  F.  Preston,  and  the 
Twenty-seventh  Regiment,  commanded  by  Lieut  Col.  John  Echols,  were 
posted  in  rear  of  the  batteries  j  the  Fifth  Regiment,  commanded  by  Col. 
Kenton  Harper,  was  posted  on  the  right  of  the  batteries ;  the  Second 
Regiment,  commanded  by  Col.  James  W.  AUen,  on  the  left,  and  the 
Thirty-third,  commanded  by  Col.  A.  0.  Cummings,  on  his  left.  I  also 
ordered  forward  the  other  two  pieces  of  Captain  Stanard's  and  all  those 
of  Colonel  Pendleton's  battery.  They,  as  well  as  the  battery  under 
Lieutenant  Pelbam,  came  into  action  on  the  same  line  as  the  others; 
and  nobly  did  the  artillery  maintain  its  position  for  hours  against  the 
enemy's  advaucing  thousands.  Great  praise  is  due  to  Colonel  Pendleton 
and  the  other  officers  and  men. 

Apprehensive  lest  my  Hanks  should  be  turned,  I  sent  an  Order  to 
Colonels  Stuart  and  Radford,  of  the  cavalry,  to  secure  them.  Colonel 
Stuart  and  that  part  of  his  command  with  him  deserve  great  praise  for 
the  promptness  with  which  they  moved  to  my  left  and  secured  the  flank 
by  timely  charging  the  enemy  and  driving  him  back. 

General  Bee,  with  his  rallied  troops,  soon  marched  to  my  support; 
and  as  re-enforcements  continued  to  arrive  General  Beauregard  posted 
them  so  as  to  strengthen  the  flanks  of  my  brigade.  The  enemy  not 
"being  able  to  force  our  lines  by  a  direct  Are  of  artillery,  inclined  part  of 
his  batteries  to  the  right,  so  as  to  obtain  an  oblique  fire ;  but  in  doing 
so  exposed  his  pieces  to  a  more  destructive  fire  from  our  artillery,  and 
one  of  his  batteries  was  thrown  so  near  to  Colonel  Cummings  that  it  fell 
into  bis  hands  in  consequence  of  bis  having  made  a  gallant  oh  urge  on  it 
with  his  regiment ;  but  owing  to  a  destructive  small-arm  Are  from  the 
he  was  forced  to  abandon  it. 
31  r  b— vol  n 

Digitized  by  Google 


482  OPERATIONS  IN  MD.,  PA.,  VA.,  AND  W.  VA.       IObat.  IX. 

At  3.30  p.  m.  the  advance  of  the  enemy  having  reached  a  position 
which  called  for  the  use  of  the  bayonet,  I  pave  the  command  for  the 
charge  of  the  more  than  brave  Fourth  and  Twenty-seventh,  and,  under 
commanders  worthy  of  such  regiments,  they,  in  the  order  in  which  they 
were  posted,  rushed  forward  obliquely  to  the  left  of  our  batteries,  and 
through  the  blessing  of  God,  who  gave  us  the  victory,  pierced  the  enemy's 
center,  and  by  co  operating  with  the  victorious  Fifth  and  other  forces 
soon  placed  the  field  essentially  in  our  possession. 

About  the  time  that  Colonel  Preston  passed  our  artillery  the  heroic 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Lackland,  of  the  Second  Regiment,  followed  by  the 
highly  meritorious  right  of  the  Second,  took  possession  of  and  en- 
deavored to  remove  from  the  field  the  battery  which  Colonel  Cummings 
had  previously  been  forced  to  abandon ;  but  after  removing  one  of  the 
pieces  some  distance  was  also  forced  by  the  enemy's  fire  to  abandon  it. 

The  brigade,  in  connection  with  other  troops,  took  seven  field  pieces 
in  addition  to  the  battery  captured  by  Colonel  Cummings.  The  enemy, 
though  repulsed  in  the  center,  succeeded  in  turning  our  flunks.  But 
their  batteries  having  been  disabled  by  our  fire,  and  also  abandoned  by 
reason  of  the  infantry  charges,  the  victory  was  soon  completed  by  the 
fire  of  small-arms  and  occasional  shots  from  a  part  of  our  artillery,  which 
I  posted  on  the  next  crest  in  rear. 

fiy  direction  of  General  Johnston  I  assumed  the  command  of  all  the 
remaining  artillery  and  infantry  of  the  Army  near  the  Lewis  house,  to 
act  as  circumstances  might  require.  Part  of  this  artillery  fired  on  the 
retreating  enemy.  The  colors  of  the  First  Michigan  Regiment  and  an 
artillery  flag  were  captured— the  first  by  the  Twenty-seventh  Regiment 
and  the  other  by  the  Fourth. 

Lieut.  Col.  F.  B.  Jones,  acting  assistant  adjutant- general ;  Lieut .  T. 
G.  Lee,  aide-de-camp,  and  Lieut.  A.  S.  Pendleton,  brigade  ordnance 
officer,  and  Capt.  Thomas  Marshall,  volunteer  aide,  rendered  valuable 
service.  Cadets  J.  W.  Thompson  aud  N.  W.  Lee,  also  volunteer  aides, 
merit  special  praise.  Dr.  Hunter  H.  McGuire  has  proved  himself  to  be 
eminently  qualified  for  his  position — that  of  medical  director  of  the 
brigade.  Capt.  Thomas  L.  Preston,  though  not  of  my  command,  ren- 
dered valuable  service  during  the  action. 

It  is  with  pain  that  I  have  to  report  as  killed  11  officers,  14  nou ■  com- 
missioned officers,  and  86  privates ;  wounded,  22  officers,  27  non-com- 
missioned officers,  and  319  privates  j  and  missing,  1  officer  and  4  pri- 
vates. 

I  respectfully  call  attention  to  the  accompanying  reports  of  the  com- 
manders of  the  regiments  and  battery  composing  this  brigade.* 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

%.  J.  JACKSON, 
Brigadier- General,  Provisional  Army,  Confederate  States. 


No.  83. 

Report  of  Col  J.  E.  B.  Stuart,  First  Virginia  Cavalry. 

Hdqrs.  First  Virginia  Cavalry  Regiment, 

July  26, 1861. 

General:  1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  regiment  in  the  battle  of  Manassas: 
I  received  your  order  to  charge  the  enemy's  flank,  and  proceeded 

*  Not  found. 
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immediately  across  tlie  run  to  his  left  flank,  but  finding  that  it  would 
be  easier  to  attain  his  right  flank,  I  immediately  returned  and  marched 
rapidly  towards  the  heaviest  fire.  As  I  approached  the  ground  General 
Jackson,  whose  brigade  was  then  engaged,  sent  me  word  to  protect  his 
flanks,  but  particularly  his  left  flank.  I  divided  the  regiment,  giving 
Major  Swan  half  (I  had  but  300  men  for  duty),  and  with  the  remainder 
hurried  up  to  Jackson's  left,  leaving  his  right  to  Swan.  Entering  a 
skirt  of  woods,  f  received  intelligence  that  the  enemy  was  rapidly  out- 
flanking us.  I  hastened  forward  through  several  fences  just  as  a  regi- 
ment dressed  in  red  was  running  in  disorder  towards  a  skirt  of  woods 
where  the  fire  had  been  heaviest  I  took  them  to  be  ours,  and  exclaimed 
with  all  my  might :  "Don't  run,  boys;  we  are  here."  They  paid  very 
little  attention  to  this  appeal.  When  passing  in  column  of  twos  through 
a  narrow  gap  to  gain  the  same  field  and  very  close  to  them  I  saw  in 
their  hands  the  U.  S.  flag.  I  ordered  the  charge,  which  was  handsomely 
done,  stopping  their  flank  movement  and  checking  the  advance  upon 
Jackson.  I  rallied  agaiu  for  another  charge,  as  only  a  portion  of  my 
command  was  in  the  first,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  closing  up;  but 
finding  the  enemy  had  gained  the  woods  to  my  right  and  front,  leaving 
no  ground  for  charging,  I  retired  to  the  next  field  to  give  them  another 
dash  if  they  penetrated  beyond  the  woods,  whioh,  however,  they  did 
not  attempt. 

In  this  encounter  the  enemy's  line,  or  rather  column,  was  broken  and 
many  killed.  Captain  Carter's  company,  on  which  the  heaviest  of  the 
action  fell,  lost  9  men  killed  or  mortally  wounded,  and  —  wounded,  and 
18  horses  killed.  Captain  Carter's  horse  was  shot  dead  as  he  was  gal- 
lantly leading  his  company  in  to  the  enemy. 

Of  the  gallantry  of  those  engaged  I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms. 

The  regiment  charged  was  the  Fire  Zouaves,  and  I  am  informed  by 
prisoners  subsequently  taken  that  their  repulse  by  the  cavalry  began 
the  panic  so  fearful  afterwards  in  the  enemy's  rauks. 

Just  after  the  cavalry  charge  our  re-enforcements  arrived  upon  the 
field  and  formed  rapidly  on  right  into  line.  The  first  was  Colonel 
Falkner's  regiment  (Mississippians,)  whose  gallantry  came  under  my 
own  observation.  As  these  re-enforcements  formed  I  gradually  moved 
off  to  the  left,  where  I  Boon  found  myself  joined  by  a  battery,  under  the 
direction  of  Lieutenant  Beckham,  which  my  cavalry  supported.  This 
battery  made  great  havoc  in  the  enemy's  ranks  and  finally  put  them  in 
full  retreat.  The  principal  credit  here  was  due  to  this  battery  j  but 
having  thrown  forward  vedettes  far  out  on  the  eminences,  the  impor- 
tant informatiou  I  was  thus  enabled  to  give  the  battery  as  to  posi- 
tion and  movements  must  have  contributed  greatly  to  its  success,  and 
here  I  may  add  that  this  information  was  also  sent  back  to  the  in- 
fantry, which  was  still  far  to  our  right,  notifying  what  woods  could  be 
gained,  &c. 

The  enemy  being  now  in  full  retreat,  I  followed  with  the  cavalry  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  bnt  was  so  much  encumbered  with  prisoners,  whom 
I  sent  as  fast  as  possible  back  to  the  infantry,  that  my  command  was 
soon  too  much  reduced  to  eucounter  any  odds,  but  I  nevertheless  fol- 
lowed our  success  until  I  reached  a  point  twelve  miles  from  Manassas, 
when,  by  sending  back  so  many  detachments  with  prisoners,  I  had  but 
a  squad  left.  The  rear  of  the  enemy  was  protected  by  a  squadron  of 
cavalry  and  some  artillery.  We  cut  off  a  great  many  squads,  many  of 
whom  fired  upon  us  a:  we  approached,  and  the  artillery  gave  us  a  vol- 
ley of  grape.  One  man  of  ours  was  killed  and  another  wounded  at  this 
point.   I  hava        e*  1'ow  many  prisoners  were  takei. 
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I  encamped  that  night  on  Sudley  farm,  where  was  a  large  church, 
used  as  a  hospital  by  the  enemy,  containing  about  300  wounded,  the 
majority  mortally. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  praise  of  those  whom  I  had  the  honor  to 
command  on  the  field,  but  to  Mr.  L.  T.  Brian  and  Mr.  P.  W.  Hairston 
and  J.  F.  Brown,  having  no  commissions,  whose  meritorious  conduct 
and  worth  have  been  made  the  subject  of  previous  letters  to  the  gen- 
eral, I  was  specially  indebted  for  valuable  assistance. 

Of  my  regiment  the  acting  chaplain,  Bev.  Mr.  Ball,  was  conspicuously 
useful,  while  my  attention  was  particularly  attracted  to  the  adjutant. 
Lieut,  W.  W.  Blackford;  the  sergeant-major,  Philip  H.  Powers,  and 
Lieutenant  (Jammings,  whose  good  conduct  on  this  as  on  every  other 
occasion  deserves  high  commendation.  Lieutenaut  Beckham  deserves 
high  praise  for  the  success  of  his  battery,  as  he  acted  as  gunner  to  each 
piece  himself.  In  the  pursuit  Lieut  William  Taylor  alone  captured  six 
of  the  enemy  with  arms  in  their  hands.  A  large  number  of  arms, 
quantities  of  clothing  and  hospital  stores,  and  means  of  transportation 
were  found  abandoned  on  the  road. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  B.  STUART, 
Colonel  F%rst  Vtrg%nta  Cavalry L 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston. 


No.  84. 

Reports  of  Gen.  G.  T.  Beauregard,  G.  8.  Army,  and  resulting  corre- 
spondence. 

Hdqbs.  First  Corps,  Army  op  the  Potomac, 
Fairfax  Court-Eonse,  October  14,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  by  my  aide,  Lieut.  S.  W.  Fergu- 
son, the  report  of  the  battle  of  Manassas,  with.the  accompanying  papers 
and  drawings/  as  well  as  the  flags  and  colors  captured  from  the  enemy 
on  that  occasion.  Occupations  of  the  gravest  character  have  prevented 
their  earlier  transmission.  I  send  as  a  guard  of  said  colors  two  of  the 
soldiers  who  participated  in  their  capture. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General,  Commanding. 

(Jen.  Samuel  Cooper. 

Adjutant  General  C.  8.  Army,  Richmond,  Va. 


EIdqrs.  First  Corps,  Army  op  the  Potomac, 
Manassas,  August  26  [October  14],  1861. 

General  :  Before  entering  upon  a  narration  of  the  general  military 
operations  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy  on  the  21st  of  July.  I  propose,  I 
hope  not  unseasonably,  first  to  recite  certain  events  which  belong  to  the 
strategy  of  the  campaign,  and  consequently  form  an  essential  part  of 
the  history  of  the  battle. 

Having  become  satisfied  that  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  with  a  de- 

*  .Drawings  not  found. 
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cidedly  superior  force,  both  as  to  numbers  and  war  equipage,  to  attack 
or  turn  my  position  in  this  quarter,  was  immediately  impending,  I  dis- 
patched on  the  13th  of  July  one  of  my  staff,  Col.  James  Chesnut.  of 
South  Carolina,  to  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  President  a  plan 
of  operations  substantially  as  follows : 

I  proposed  that  General  Johnston  should  unite  as  soon  as  possible 
the  bulk  of  the  Army  of  the  Shenandoah  with  that  of  the  Potomac, 
then  under  my  command,  leaving  only  sufficient  forces  to  garrison  his 
strong  works  at  Winchester,  and  to  guard  the  fine  defensive  passes 
of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  thus  hold  General  Patterson  in  check.  At  the 
same  time  Brigadier-General  Holmes  was  to  march  hither  with  all 
of  his  command  not  essential  for  the  defense  of  the  position  of  Aquia 
Greek.  These  junctions  having  been  effected  at  Manassas,  an  immediate 
impetuous  attack  of  our  combined  armies  upon  General  McDowell  was 
to  follow  as  soon  as  he  approached  my  advanced  positions  at  and  around 
Fairfax  Court-House,  with  the  inevitable  result,  as  I  submitted,  of  his 
complete  defeat  and  the  destruction  or  capture  of  his  army.  This 
accomplished,  the  Army  of  the  Shenandoah,  under  General  Johnston, 
increased  with  a  part  of  my  forces,  and  rejoined  as  he  returned  l>y  the 
detachments  left  to  hold  the  mountain  passes,  was  to  march  back 
rapidly  into  the  valley,  fall  upon  and  crush  Patterson  with  a  superior 
force  wheresoever  he  might  be  found.  This  I  confidently  estimated 
could  be  achieved  within  fifteen  days  after  Geueral  Johnston  should 
march  from  Winchester  for  Manassas.  Meanwhile  I  was  to  occupy  the 
enemy's  works  on  this  side  of  the  Potomac  if ,  as  I  anticipated,  he  had 
been  so  routed  as  to  euable  me  to  enter  them  with  him;  or  if  not,  to 
retire  again  for  a  time  within  the  lines  of  Bull  Run  with  my  main  force. 
Patterson  having  been  virtually  destroyed,  then  General  Johnston 
would  re-enforce  General  Gamett  sufficiently  to  make  him  superior  to 
his  opponent.  General  McClellan,  and  able  to  defeat  that  officer.  This 
done,  General  Garnett  was  to  form  an  immediate  junction  with  General 
Johnston,  who  was  forthwith  to  cross  the  Potomac  into  Maryland  with 
his  whole  force,  arouse  the  people  as  he  advanced  to  the  recovery  of 
their  political  rights  and  the  defense  of  their  homes  and  families  from 
an  offensive  invader,  and  then  march  to  the  investment  of  Washington 
in  the  rear,  whilst  I  resumed  the  offensive  iu  front.  This  plan  of  opera- 
tions, you  are  aware,  was  not  accepted  at  the  time,  from  considerations 
which  appeared  so  weighty  as  to  more  than  counterbalance  its  proposed 
advantages. 

Informed  of  these  views,  and  of  the  decision  of  the  War  Department, 
I  then  made  my  preparations  for  the  stoutest  practicable  defense  of  the 
line  of  Bull  Run,  the  enemy  having  now  developed  his  purposes  by  the 
advance  on  and  occupation  of  Fairfax  Court- House,  from  which  my  ad- 
vanced brigade  had  been  withdrawn. 

The  War  Department  having  been  informed  by  me  by  telegraph  on 
the  17th  July  of  the  movement  of  General  McDowell,  General  Johnston 
was  immediately  ordered  to  form  a  junction  of  his  army  corps  with  mine, 
should  the  movement  in  his  judgment  be  deemed  advisable.  General 
Holmes  was  also  directed  to  push  forward  with  two  regiments,  a  battery, 
and  one  company  of  cavalry. 

In  view  of  these  propositions,  approachiug  re-enforcements  modifying 
my  plan  of  operations  so  far  as  to  determine  on  attacking  the  enemy  at 
Centreville  as  soon  as  I  should  hear  of  the  near  approach  of  the  two  re* 
enforcing  columus,  I  sent  one  of  my  aides,  Colonel  Ohisolm,  of  South 
Carolina,  to  meet  and  commuuicate  my  plans  to  General  Johnston,  and 
my  wish  that  one  portion  of  his  forces  should  march  by  the  way  of  Aldie, 
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and  take  the  ououiy  on  bis  right  tiank  and  in  u-vewe  at  Centreville, 
Difficulties,  however,  of  an  insuperable  character,  in  eonneetiou  with 
means  of  transportation  and  the  marching  condition  of  his  troops,  made 
this  impracticable,  and  it  was  determined  our  forces  should  be  united 
within  the  lines  of  Bull  Bun,  and  thence  advance  to  the  attack  of  the 
enemy. 

General  Johnston  arrived  here  about  noon  on  the  20th  July,  and  be- 
ing my  senior  in  rank  he  necessarily  assumed  command  of  all  tne  forces 
of  the  Confederate  States  then  concentrating  at  this  point  Made  ac- 
quainted with  my  plan  of  operations  and  dispositions  to  meet  the  enemy, 
he  gave  them  his  entire  approval,  anfl  geuerously  directed  their  execution 
under  my  command. 

In  consequence  of  the  untoward  detention,  however,  of  some  five  thou- 
sand of  General  Johnston's  army  corps,  resulting  from  the  inadequate 
and  imperfect  means  of  transportation  for  so  many  troops  at  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  Manassas  Gap  Railroad,  it  became  necessary ,  on  the  mornii.g 
of  the  21st,  before  daylight,  to  modify  the  plan  accepted  to  suit  the  con- 
tingency of  an  immediate  attack  on  our  lines  by  the  main  force  of  the 
enemy,  then  plainly  at  hand. 

The  enemy's  forces,  reported  by  their  best-informed  journals  to  be 
fifty-five  thousand  strong,  I  had  learned  from  reliable  sources  on  the 
night  of  the  20th  were  being  concentrated  in  and  around  Centreville 
and  along  the  Warrenton  turnpike  road  to  Bull  Hun,  near  which  our 
resi>cctive  pickets  were  in  immediate  proximity.  This  fact,  with  the 
conviction  that  after  his  signal  discomfiture  on  the  18th  of  July  before 
Blackburn's  Ford — the  center  of  my  lines — he  would  not  renew  the  at- 
tack in  that  quarter,  induced  me  at  once  to  look  for  an  attempt  on  my 
left  flank,  resting  on  the  stone  bridge,  which  was  but  weakly  guarded 
by  men,  as  well  as  but  slightly  provided  with  artificial  defensive  appli- 
ances and  artillery. 

In  view  of  these  palpable  military  conditions,  by  4.30  a.  m.  on  the 
21st  of  July  I  had  prepared  and  dispatched  orders  directing  the  whole 
*f  the  Confederate  forces  within  the  lines  of  Bull  Run,  including  the 
brigades  and  regiments  of  General  Johnston,  which  had  arrived  at  that 
time,  to  be  held  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  notice.  At  that 
hour  the  following  was  the  disposition  of  our  forces:  Ewell's  brigade, 
constituted  as  on  the  18th  of  July,  remained  in  position  at  Union  Mills 
Ford,  its  left  extending  along  Bull  Run  in  the  direction  of  McLean's 
Ford,  and  supported  by  Holmes'  brigade,  Second  Tennessee  and  First 
Arkansas  Regiments,  a  short  distance  to  the  rear — that  is,  at  and  near 
Camp  Wigfall.  D.  R.  Jones'  brigade,  from  Ewell's  left,  in  front  of  Mc- 
Lean's Ford  and  along  the  stream  to  Longstreet's  position.  It  was 
unchanged  in  organization,  and  was  supported  by  Early's  brigade,  also 
unchanged,  placed  behind  a  thicket  of  young  pines  a  short  distance  in 
the  rear  of  McLean's  Ford.  Longstreet's  brigade  held  its  former  ground 
at  Blackburn's  Ford,  from  Jones'  left  to  Bon  ham's  right,  at  Mitchell's 
Ford,  and  was  supported  by  Jackson's  brigade,  consisting  of  Cols.  James 
F.  Preston's  Fourth,  Harper's  Fifth,  Allen's  Second,  the  Twenty-seventh, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Echols,  and  the  Thirty-third,  Cummings'  Virginia 
Regiments,  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  eleven  strong,  which  were 
posted  behind  the  skirting  of  pines  to  the  rear  of  Blackburn's  and  Mitch- 
ell's Fords,  and  in  rear  of  this  support  was  also  Barksdale's  Thirteenth 
Regiment  Mississippi  Volunteers,  which  had  lately  arrived  from  Lynch- 
burg. Along  the  edge  of  a  pice  thicket,  in  rear  of  and  equidistant  from 
McLean's  and  Blackburn's  Fords,  ready  to  support  either  position,  I 
Lad  also  placed  all  of  Bee's  and  Bartow's  brigades  that  had  arrived. 
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namely :  Two  companies  of  the  Eleventh  Mississippi,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Liddell ;  the  Second  Mississippi,  Colonel  Falkner,  and  Fourth  Alabama, 
with  Seventh  and  Eighth  Georgia  Regiments,  Colonel  Gartrell  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel  Gardner — in  all  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  bayonets.  Bonham's  brigade,  as  before,  held  Mitchell's  Ford,  its 
right  near  Longstreetta  left,  its  left  extending  in  the  direction  of  Cocke's 
right  It  was  organised  as  at  the  end  of  the  18th  of  July,  with  Jack- 
son's brigade,  as  before  said,  as  a  support. 

Cocke's  brigade,  increased  by  seven  companies  of  the  Eighth,  Hun- 
ton's,  three  companies  of  the  Forty-ninth,  Smith's,  Virginia  Regiments, 
two  companies  of  cavalry,  and  a  battery,  under  Rogers,  of  four  6- pound- 
ers, occupied  the  line  in  front  and  rear  of  Bull  Run,  extending  from  the 
direction  of  Bonham's  left,  and  guarding  Island,  Ball's,  and  Lewis'  Fords, 
to  the  right  of  Evans7  demi-brigade,  near  the  stone  bridge,  also  under 
General  Cocke's  command.  The  latter  held  the  stone  bridge,  and  its 
left  covered  a  farm  ford  about  one  mile  above  tbe  bridge. 

Stuart's  Cavalry,  some  three  hundred  men  of  the  Army  of  the  Shen- 
andoah, guarded  the  level  ground  extending  iu  rear  from  Bonham's 
left  to  Cocke's  right 

Two  companies  of  Radford's  cavalry  were  held  in  reserve  a  short  dis- 
tance in  rear  of  Mitchell's  Ford,  his  left  extending  in  the  direction  of 
Stuart's  right 

Colonel  Pendleton's  reserve  battery  of  eight  pieces  wcs  temporarily 
placed  in  rear  of  Bonham's  extreme  left. 

Major  Walton's  reserve  battery  of  five  guns  was  in  position  on  'Mc- 
Lean's farm  in  a  piece  of  woods  in  rear  of  Bee's  right 

Hampton's  Legion,  of  six  companies  of  infantry,  600  strong,  having 
arrived  that  morning  by  the  cars  from  Richmond,  was  subsequently, 
as  soon  as  it  arrived,  ordered  forward  to  a  position  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  Lewis  house  as  a  support  for  any  troops  engaged  in  that 
quarter. 

The  effective  force  of  all  arms  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  on  that 
eventful  morning,  including  the  garrison  at  Camp  Pickens,  did  not  ex- 
ceed 21,833  and  29  guiis.  The  Army  of  the  Shenandoah,  ready  for 
action  on  the  field,  may  be  set  at  6,000  men  and  20  guns.  (That  is, 
when  the  battle  began.  Smith's  brigade  and  Fisher's  North  Carolina 
came  up  later,  and  made  total  of  Army  of  the  Shenandoah  engaged,  of 
all  arms,  8,334.  Hill's  Virginia  Regiment,  660,  also  arrived,  but  was 
posted  as  reserve  to  right  flank.)  The  brigade  of  General  Holmes  mus- 
tered about  1,266  bayonets,  6  guns,  and  a  company  of  cavalry  about  90 
strong. 

Informed  at  6.30  a.  m.  by  Colonel  Evans  that  the  enemy  had  deployed 
some  twelve  hundred  men  (these  were  what  Colonel  Evans  saw  of  Gen- 
eral Schenck's  brigade  of  General  Tyler's  division  and  two  other  heavy 
brigades — in  all  over  nine  thousand  men  and  thirteen  pieces  of  artillery, 
Carlisle's  and  Ayres'  batteries;  that  is,  nine  hundred  men  and  two 
6-pounders,  confronted  by  nine  thousand  men  and  thirteen  pieces  of 
artillery,  mostly  rifled)  with  several  pieces  of  artillery  in  his  immediate 
front,  I  at  once  ordered  him,  as  also  General  Cocke,  if  attacked,  to  main- 
tain their  position  to  the  last  extremity. 

In  my  opinion  the  most  effective  method  of  relieving  that  flank  was 
by  a  rapid,  determined  attack  with  my  right  wing  and  center  on  the 
enemy's  flank  and  rear  at  Centreville,  with  due  precautions  against  the 
advance  of  his  reserves  from  the  direction  of  Washington.  By  such  a 
movement  I  confidently  expected  to  achieve  a  complete  victory  for  my 
country  by  12  m. 
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These  new  dispositions  were  submitted  to  General  Johnston,  who 
folly  approved  them,  and  the  orders  for  their  immediate  execution  were 
at  once  issued. 

Brigadier-General  Ewell  was  directed  to  begin  the  movement,  to  be 
followed  and  supporte  I  successively  by  Generals  D.  B.  Jones,  Long- 
street,  and  Bon  ham,  resi>ectively,  sup]»orted  by  their  several  appointed 
reserves.  The  cavalry,  nnder  Stuart  and  Radford,  were  to  be  held  in 
hand,  subject  to  future  orders  and  ready  for  employment,  as  might  be 
required  by  the  exigencies  of  the  battle. 

About  8.30  a.  m.  General  Johnston  and  myself  transferred  our  head- 
quarters to  a  central  position,  about  half  a  mile  in  rear  of  Mitchell's 
Ford,  whence  we  might  watch  the  course  of  events.  Previously,  as 
early  as  5.30,  the  Federalists  in  front  of  Evans'  position  (stone  bridge) 
had  opened  with  a  large  30-pounder  Parrott  rifled  gun,  and  thirty  min- 
utes later  with  a  moderate,  apparently  tentative,  fire  from  a  battery  of 
rifled  pieces,  directed  first  in  front  of  Evans',  and  then  in  the  direction 
of  Cocke's  position,  but  without  drawing  a  return  fire  and  discovery  of 
our  positions,  chiefly  because  in  that  quarter  we  had  nothing  but  eight 
6- pounder  pieces,  which  could  not  reach  the  distant  enemy. 

As  the  Federalists  had  advanced  with  an  extended  line  of  skirmish- 
ers in  front  of  Fvans,  that  officer  promptly  threw  forward  the  two  flank 
companies  of  the  Fourth  South  Carolina  Regiment  and  one  company  of 
Wheat's  Louisiana  Battalion,  deployed  as  skirmishers  to  cover  his  small 
front  An  occasional  scattering  fire  resulted,  and  thus  the  two  armies 
in  taut  quarter  remained  for  more  than  an  hour,  while  the  main  body 
of  the  enemy  was  marching  his  devious  way  through  the  Big  Forest  to 
take  our  forces  in  flank  and  rear. 

By  8.30  a.  m.  Colonel  Evans,  having  become  satisfied  of  the  conn- 
forfeit  character  of  the  movement  on  his  front,  and  persuaded  of  an 
attempt  to  turn  his  loft  flank,  decided  to  change  his  position  to  meet 
the  enemy,  and  for  this  purpose  immediately  put  in  motion  to  his  left 
and  rear  six  companies  of  Sloan's  Fourth  South  Carolina  Regiment, 
Wheat's  Louisiana  Battalion's  five  companies,  and  two  6-pounders  of 
Latham's  battery,  leaving  four  companies  of  Sloan's  regiment  under 
cover  as  the  sole  immediate  defense  of  the  stone  bridge,  but  giving 
information  to  General  Cocke  of  his  change  of  position  ana  the  reasons 
that  impelled  it. 

Following  a  road  leading  by  the  old  Pittsylvania  (Carter)  mansion, 
Colonel  Evans  formed  in  line  of  battle  some  four  hundred  yards  in  rear, 
as  he  advanced,  of  that  house,  his  guns  to  the  front  and  in  position, 
properly  supported,  to  its  immediate  right.  Finding,  however,  that  the 
enemy  did  not  appear  on  that  road,  which  was  a  branch  of  one  leading 
by  Sudley  Springs  Ford  to  Brentsville  and  Dumfries,  he  turned  ab- 
ruptly to  the  left,  and  marching  across  the  fields  for  three-quarters  of  a 
mile,  about  0.30  a.  m.  took  a  position  in  line  of  battle,  his  left,  Sloan's 
companies,  resting  on  the  maiu  Brentsville  road  in  a  shallow  ravine, 
the  Louisiana  Battalion  to  the  right,  in  advance  some  two  hundred 
yards,  a  rectangular  copse  cf  wood  separating  them,  one  piece  of  his 
artillery  planted  on  an  eminence  some  seven  hundred*  yards  to  the  rear 
of  Wheat's  battalion,  and  the  other  on  a  ridge  near  and  in  rear  of  Sloan's 
position,  commanding  a  reach  of  the  road  just  in  front  of  the  line  of 
battle.  In  th^s  order  he  awaited  the  coming  of  the  masses  of  the  enemy, 
now  drawing  naar. 

In  the  mean  tome,  about  7  o'clock  a.  m.,  Jackson's  brigade,  with  Imbo- 
den's  a*  d  five  piece*  of  Walton's  battery,  had  been  sent  to  take  np  a 
positfoa  alon*  Bull  .  J  in,  to  guard  the  interval  betwen  Cooke's  right  and 
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Bouham's  left,  with  orders  to  support  either  in  case  of  need,  the  char- 
acter and  topographical  features  of  the  ground  having  been  shown  to 
General  Jackson  by  Capt.  D.  B.  Harris,  of  the  engineers,  of  this  army 
corps.  So  much  of  Bee's  and  Bartow's  brigades,  now  united,  as  had 
arrived,  some  2,800  muskets,  had  also  been  sent  forward  to  the  support 
of  the  position  of  the  stone  bridge. 

The  enemy,  beginning  his  detour  from  the  turnpike  at  a  point  nearly 
half  way  between  stone  bridge  and  Centreville,  had  pursued  a  tortuous, 
narrow  trace  of  a  rarely-used  road  through  a  dense  wood  the  greater 
part  of  his  way  until  near  the  Sudley  road.  A  division  under  Colonel 
Hunter,  of  the  Federal  Regular  Army,  of  two  strong  brigades,  was  in 
the  advance,  followed  immediately  by  another  division,  under  Colonel 
Heintzelman,  of  three  brigades  and  seven  companies  of  Regular  Cav- 
alry, and  twenty-four  pieces  of  artillery,  eighteen  of  which  were  rifled 
guns.  This  column,  as  it  crossed  Bull  Run,  numbered  over  sixteen 
thousand  men  of  all  arms  by  their  own  accounts. 

Burnside's  brigade— which  here,  as  at  Fairfax  Court-House,  led  the 
advance— at  about  9.45  a.  m.  debouched  from  a  wood  in  sight  of  Evans' 
position,  some  five  hundred  yards  distant  from  Wheat's  battalion.  He 
immediately  threw  forward  his  skirmishers  in  force,  and  they  became 
engaged  with  Wheat's  command,  and  the  6-pounder  gun  under  Lieu- 
tenant Leftwitch.  The  Federalists  at  once  advanced— as  they  report 
officially— the  Second  Rhode  Island  Regiment  Volunteers,  with  its 
vaunted  battery  of  six  13-pounder  rifled  guns.  Sloan's  companies  were 
then  brought  into  action,  having  been  pushed  forward  through  the 
woods.  The  enemy,  soon  galled  and  staggered  by  the  fire  and  pressed 
by  the  determined  valor  with  which  Wheat  handled  his  battalion  until 
he  was  desperately  wouuded,  hastened  up  three  other  regiments  of  the 
brigade  and  two  Dahlgren  howitzers,  making  in  all  quite  three  thou- 
sand five  hundred  bayonets  and  eight  pieces  of  artillery,  opposed  to  less 
than  eight  hundred  men  and  two  0-pounder  guns.  Despite  this  odds, 
this  intrepid  command,  of  but  eleven  weak  companies,  maintained  its 
front  to  the  enemy  for  quite  an  hum*,  and  until  General  Bee  came  to 
their  aid  with  his  command.  The  heroic  Bee,  with  a  soldier's  eye  and 
recognition  of  the  situation,  had  previously  disposed  his  command  with 
skill,  Imboden's  battery  having  been  admirably  placed  between  the  two 
brigades,  under  shelter,  behind  the  undulations  of  a  hill  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  north  of  the  now  famous  Henry  house,  and 
very  near  where  he  subsequently  fell  mortally  wounded,  to  the  great 
misfortune  of  his  country,  but  after  deeds  of  deliberate  and  ever-mem- 
orable courage.  Meanwhile  the  enemy  had  pushed  forward  a  battalion 
of  eight  companies  of  regular  infantry,  and  one  of  their  best  batteries 
of  six  pieces  (four  rifled),  supported  by  four  companies  of  marines,  to 
increase  the  desperate  odds  against  which  Evans  and  his  men  had 
maintained  their  stand  with  an  almost  matchless  tenacity.  General 
Bee,  now  finding  Evans  sorely  pressed  under  the  crushing  weight  of  the 
masses  of  the  enemy,  at  the  call  of  Colonel  Evans  threw  forward  his 
whole  force  to  his  aid  across  a  small  stream  (Young's  Branch  and 
Valley),  and  engaged  the  Federalists  with  impetuosity,  Imboden's  bat- 
tery at  the  time  playing  from  his  well- chosen  position  with  brilliant 
effect  with  spherical  case,  the  enemy  having  first  opened  on  him  from  a 
rifle  battery  (probably  Gritfin's)  with  elongated  cylindrical  shells,  which 
flew  a  few  feet  over  the  heads  of  our  men  and  exploded  in  the  crest  of 
the  hill  immediately  in  rear. 

As  Bee  advanced  under  a  severe  fire  he  placed  the  Seventh  and 
Eighth  Georgia  Regiments  under  the  chivalrous  Bartow,  at  about  11 
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a.  in.  in  a  wood  of  second-growth  piues,  to  the  right  and  front  of  and 
nearly  perpendicular  to  Evans'  line  of  battle ;  the  Fourth  Alabama  to 
the.left  of  them,  along  a  fence,  connecting  the  position  of  the  Georgia 
regiments  with  the  rectangular  copse  in  which  Sloan's  South  Carolina 
companies  were  engaged,  and  into  which  he  also  threw  the  Second  Mis- 
sissippi. A  fierce  and  destructive  conflict  now  ensued.  The  fire  was 
withering  on  both  sides,  while  the  enemy  swept  our  short  thin  lines 
with  their  numerous  artillery,  which,  according  to  their  official  reports, 
at  this  time  consisted  of  at  least  ten  rifled  guns  and  four  howitzers. 
For  an  hour  did  these  stout-hearted  men  of  the  blended  commands  of 
Bee,  Evans,  and  Bartow  breast  an  uniutermitting  battle-storm,  ani- 
mated surely  by  something  more  than  the  ordinary  courage  of  even 
the  bravest  men  under  fire.  It  must  have  been  indeed  the  inspiration 
of  the  cause  and  consciousness  of  the  great  stake  at  issue  which  thus 
nerved  and  animated  one  and  all  to  stand  unawed  and  unshrinking  in 
such  extremity. 

Two  Federal  brigades  of  Heintzelman's  division  were  now  brought 
into  action,  led  by  Ricketts'  superb  light  battery  of  six  10-pounder  rifled 
guns,  which,  posted  on  an  eminence  to  the  right  of  the  Sudley  road, 
opened  fire  on  Imboden*s  battery — about  this  time  increased  by  two 
rifled  pieces  of  the  Washington  Artillery  under  Lieutenant  Richardson, 
and  already  the  mark  of  two  batteries,  which  divided  their  fire  with 
Imboden  and  two  guns  under  Lieutenants  Davidson  and  Leftwitch,  of 
Latham's  battery,  posted  as  before  mentioned.  At  this  time  confront- 
ing the  enemy  we  had  still  but  Evans'  eleven  companies  and  two  guns, 
Bee's  and  Bai  tow's  four  regimonts,  the  two  companies  Eleventh  Missis- 
sippi under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Liddell,  and  the  six  pieces  under  Im- 
boden and  Richardson.  The  enemy  had  two  divisions  of  four  strong 
brigades,  including  seventeen  companies  of  regular  infantry,  cavalry, 
and  artillery,  four  companies  of  marines,  and  twenty  pieces  of  artillery. 
(See  official  reports  of  Colonels  Ileintzeknan,  Porter,  &c)  Against 
this  odds,  scarcely  credible,  our  advance  position  was  still  for  a  while 
maintained,  and  the  enemy's  ranks  constantly  broken  and  shattered  un- 
der the  scorching  fire  of  our  men  ;  but  fresh  regiments  of  the  Federal- 
ists came  upon  the  field.  Sherman's  and  Keyes'  brigades  of  Tyler's  di- 
vision, as  is  stated  in  their  reports,  numbering  over  six  thousand  bay- 
onets, which  had  found  a  passage  across  the  run  about  eight  hundred 
yards  above  the  stone  bridge,  threatened  our  right. 

Heavy  losses  had  now  been  sustained  on  our  side  both  in  numbers 
and  in  the  personal  worth  of  the  slain.  The  Eighth  Georgia  Regiment 
had  suffered  heavily,  being  exposed,  as  it  took  and  maintained  its  posi- 
tion, to  a  fire  from  the  enemy,  already  posted  within  a  hundred  yards  of 
their  front  and  right,  sheltered  by  fences  and  other  cover.  It  was  at 
this  time  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gardner  was  severely  wounded,  as  also 
several  other  valuable  officers.  The  adjutant  of  the  regiment,  Lieuten- 
ant Branch,  was  killed,  and  the  horse  of  the  regretted  Bartow  was  shot 
under  him.  The  Fourth  Alabama  also  suffered  severely  from  the  deadly 
fire  of  the  thousands  of  muskets  which  they  so  dauntlessly  confronted 
under  the  immediate  leadership  of  Bee  himself.  Its  brave  colonel  (E.  J. 
Jones)  was  dangerously  wounded,  and  many  gallant  officers  fell,  slain 
or  hors  de  combat. 

Now,  however,  with  the  surging  mass  of  over  fourteen  thousand  Fed- 
eral infantry  pressing  on  their  front  and  under  the  incessant  fire  of  at 
least  twenty  pieces  of  artillery,  with  the  fresh  brigades  of  Sherman  and 
Keyes  approaching,  the  latter  already  in  musket  range,  our  lines  gave 
back,  but  under  orders  from  General  Bee.   The  enamy,  maintaining  their 
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fire,  pressed  their  swelling  masses  onward  as  our  shattered  battalions 
retired.  The  slaughter  for  the  moment  was  deplorable,  and  has  filled 
many  a  Southern  home  with  life-long  sorrow.  Under  this  inexorable 
stress  the  retreat  continued,  until  arrested  by  the  energy  and  resolution 
of  General  Bee,  supported  by  Bartow  and  Evans,  just  in  rear  of  the 
Robinson  house,  and  Hampton's  Legion,  which  had  been  already  ad- 
vanced and  was  in  position  near  it.  Imboden's  battery,  which  had  been 
handled  with  marked  skill,  but  whose  men  were  almost  exhausted,  and 
the  two  pieces  of  Walton's  battery,  under  Lieutenant  Richardson,  be- 
ing threatened  by  the  enemy's  infantry  on  the  left  and  front,  were  also 
obliged  to  Ml  back.  Imboden,  leaving  a  disabled  piece  on  the  ground, 
retired  until  he  met  Jackson's  brigade,  while  Richardson  joined  the  main 
body  of  his  battery  near  the  Lewis  house. 

As  our  infantry  retired  from  the  extreme  front  the  two  6- pounders  of 
Latham's  battery  before  mentioned  fell  back  with  excellent  judgment  to 
suitable  positions  in  the  rear,  where  an  effective  fire  was  maintained 
upon  the  still  advancing  lines  of  the  Federalists  with  damaging  effect 
until  their  ammunition  was  nearly  exhausted,  when  they  too  were  with- 
drawn in  the  near  presence  of  the  enemy  and  rejoined  their  captain. 

From  the  point,  previously  indicated,  where  General  Johnston  and 
myself  had  established  our  headquarters,  we  heard  the  continuous  roll 
of  musketry  and  the  sustained  din  of  the  artillery,  which  announced 
the  serious  outburst  of  the  battle  on  our  left  flank,  and  we  anxiously 
but  confidently  awaited  similar  sounds  of  conflict  from  our  front  at 
Centreville,  resulting  from  the  prescribed  attack  in  that  quarter  by  our 
right  wing. 

At  10.30  a.  m.,  however,  this  expectation  was  dissipated,  from  Brig- 
adier-General Ewell  informing  me,  to  my  profound  disappointment, 
that  my  orders  for  his  advance  had  miscarried,  but  that  in  consequence 
of  a  communication  from  Gen.  D.  R.  Jones  he  had  just  thrown  his 
brigade  across  the  stream  at  Union  Mills.  But  in  my  judgment  it  was 
now  too  late  for  the  effective  execution  of  the  contemplated  movement, 
which  must  have  required  quite  three  hours  for  the  troops  to  get  into 
position  for  the  attack.  Therefore  it  became  immediately  necessary  to 
depend  on  new  combinations  and  other  dispositions  suited  to  the  now 
pressing  exigency.  The  movement  of  the  right  and  center,  already 
begun  by  Jones  and  Longstreet^  was  at  once  countermanded  with  the 
sanction  of  General  Johnston,  and  we  arranged  to  meet  the  enemy  on 
the  field  upon  which  he  had  chosen  to  give  us  battle. 

Under  these  circumstances  our  reserves  not  already  in  movement 
were  immediately  ordered  up  to  support  our  left  flank,  namely,  Holmes' 
two  regiments  and  battery  of  artillery,  under  Capt  Lindsey  Walker, 
of  six  guns,  and  Early's  brigade.  Two  regiments  from  Bonham's  brig- 
ade, with  Kemper's  four  C-pounders,  were  also  called  for,  and,  with  the 
sanction  of  General  Johnston,  Generals  Ewell,  Jones  (D.  R.),  Long- 
street,  and  Bonham  were  directed  to  make  a  demonstration  to  their 
several  fronts,  to  retain  and  engross  the  enemy's  reserves  and  any  forces 
on  their  flank  and  at  and  around  Centreville.  Previously  our  respective 
chiefs  of  staff',  Major  Rhett  and  Colonel  Jordan,  had  been  left  at  my 
headquarters  to  hasten  up  and  give  directions  to  any  troops  that  might 
arrive  at  Manassas. 

These  orders  having  been  duly  dispatched  by  staff  officers,  at  11.30 
a.  m.  General  Johnston  and  myself  set  out  for  the  immediate  field  of 
action,  which  we  reached  in  the  rear  of  the  Robinson  and  Widow 
Henry's  houses  at  about  12  m..  and  just  as  the  commands  of  Bee,  Bar- 
tow, and  Evans  had  taken  shelter  in  a  wooded  ravine  behind  the  former, 
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stoutly  held  at  the  time  by  Hampton  with  his  Legion,  which  had  made 
i  stand  there  after  having  previously  been  as  far  forward  as  the  torn- 
pike,  where  Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnson,  an  officer  of  brilliant  promise, 
was  killed,  and  other  severe  losses  were  sustained. 

Before  oar  arrival  upon  the  scene  General  Jackson  had  moved  for- 
ward with  his  brigade  of  five  Virginia  regiments  from  his  position  in 
reserve,  and  had  judiciously  taken  post  below  the  brim  of  the  plateau, 
nearly  east  of  the  Henry  house,  and  to  the  left  of  the  ravine  and  woods 
occupied  by  the  mingled  remnants  of  Bee's.  Bartow's,  and  Evans'  com- 
mands, with  Imboden's  battery  and  two  of  Stanard's  pieces  placed  so 
as  to  play  upon  the  on-coming  enemy,  supported  in  the  immediate  rear 
by  Col.  J.  P.  Preston's  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Echols'  regiments,  ou 
the  right  by  Harper's,  and  on  the  left  by  Allen's  and  Cummings'  regi- 
ments. 

As  soon  as  General  Johnston  and  myself  reached  the  field  we  were 
occupied  with  the  reorganization  of  the  heroic  troops,  whose  previous 
stand,  with  scarce  a  parallel,  has  nothing  more  valiant  in  all  the  pages 
of  history,  and  whose  losses  fitly  tell  why  at  length  their  ranks  had  lost 
their  cohesion. 

It  was  now  that  General  Johnston  impressively  and  gallantly  charged 
to  the  front,  with  the  colors  of  the  Fourth  Alabama  Regiment  by  his 
side,  all  the  field  officers  of  the  regiment  having  been  previously  dis- 
abled. Shortly  afterwards  I  placed  S.  R.  Gist,  adjutant  and  inspector 
general  of  South  Carolina,  a  volunteer  aide  of  General  Bee,  in  command 
of  this  regiment,  and  who  led  it  again  to  the  front  as  became  its  previous 
behavior,  and  remained  with  it  for  the  rest  of  the  day. 

As  soon  as  we  had  thus  rallied  and  disposed  our  forces,  I  urged  Gen- 
eral Johnston  to  leave  the  immediate  conduct  of  the  field  to  me,  while 
he,  repairing  to  Portici,  the  Lewis  house,  should  urge  re-en  force  men  to 
forward.  At  first  he  was  unwilling,  but  reminded  that  one  of  as  mast 
do  so,  and  that  properly  it  was  his  place,  he  reluctantly,  but  fortunately, 
complied ;  fortunately,  because  from  that  position,  by  his  energy  and 
sagacity,  his  keen  perception  and  anticipation  of  my  needs,  he  so  directed 
the  reserves  as  to  insure  the  success  of  the  day. 

As  General  Johnston  departed  for  Portici,  Colonel  Bartow  reported 
to  me  with  the  remains  of  the  Seventh  Georgia  Voluuteers,  Gartrell's, 
which  I  ordered  him  to  post  on  the  left  of  Jackson's  line  in  the  edge  of 
the  belt  of  pines  bordering  the  southeastern  rim  of  the  plateau,  on  which 
the  battle  was  now  to  rage  so  long  and  so  fiercely. 

CoL  William  Smith's  battalion  of  the  Forty-ninth  Virginia  Volunteers, 
having  also  come  up  by  my  orders,  I  placed  it  on  the  left  of  Gartrell's, 
as  my  extreme  left  at  the  time.  Repairing  then  to  the  right,  I  placed 
Hampton's  Legion,  which  had  suffered  greatly,  on  that  flank  somewhat 
to  the  rear  of  Harper's  regiment,  and  also  the  seven  companies  of  the 
Eighth  (Hunton's)  Virginia  Regiment,  which,  detached  from  Cocke's 
brigade  by  my  orders  and  those  of  General  Johnston,  had  opportunely 
reached  the  ground.  These,  with  Harper's  regiment,  constituted  a  re- 
serve to  protect  our  right  flank  from  an  advance  of  the  enemy  from  the 
quarter  of  the  stone  bridge,  and  served  as  a  support  for  the  line  of  battle, 
which  was  formed  on  the  right  by  Bee's  and  Evans'  commands,  in  the 
center  by  four  regiments  of  Jackson's  brigade,  with  Imboden's  four 
6-pounders,  Walton's  five  guns  (two  rifled),  two  guns  (one  piece  rifled) 
of  Stanard's,  and  two  6-pounders  of  Rogers'  batteries,  the  latter  under 
Lieutenant  Heaton,  and  on  the  left  by  Gartrell's  reduced  ranks  and 
Colonel  Smith's  battalion,  subsequently  re-enforced,  Falkner's  Second 
Mississippi  Regiment,  and  by  another  regiment  of  the  Army  of  the 
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Shenandoah,  just  arrived  upon  the  field— the  Sixth  (Fisher's)  North  Oar- 
olina.  Confronting  the  enemy  at  this  time  my  forces  numbered  at  most 
not  more  than  sixty-five  hundred  infantry  and  artillerists,  with  but  thir- 
teen pieces  of  artillery  and  two  companies  (Garter's  and  Hoge's)  of 
Stuart's  Cavalry. 

The  enemy's  force  now  bearing  hotly  and  confidently  down  on  our 
position,  regiment  after  regiment  of  the  best- equipped  men  that  ever 
took  the  field  according  to  their  own  official  history  of  the  day,  was 
formed  of  Colonels  Hunter's  and  Heintzeunan's  divisions,  Colonels  Sher- 
man's and  Keyes'  brigades  of  Tyler's  division,  and  of  the  formidable  bat 
teries  of  It  i  eke  its,  Griffin,  and  Arnold  (regulars),  and  Second  Rhode 
Island  and  two  Dahlgren  howitzers — a  force  of  over  twenty  thousand 
infantry,  seven  companies  of  regular  cavalry,  and  twenty -four  pieces  of 
improved  artillery.  At  the  same  time  perilous  heavy  reserves  of  in- 
fantry and  artillery  hung  in  the  distance  around  the  stone  bridge, 
Mitchell's,  Blackburn's,  and  Union  Mills  Fords,  visibly  ready  to  foil  upon 
us  at  any  moment,  and  I  was  also  assured  of  the  existence  of  other 
heavy  corps  at  and  around  Centre ville  and  elsewhere  within  convenient 
supporting  distances. 

Fully  conscious  of  this  portentous  disparity  of  force,  as  I  posted  the 
lines  for  the  encounter  I  sought  to  infuse  into  the  hearts  of  my  officers 
and  men  the  confidence  and  determined  spirit  of  resistance  to  this  wicked 
invasion  of  the  homes  of  a  free  people  which  I  felt.  I  informed  them 
that  re-enforcements  woidd  rapidly  come  to  their  support,  and  that  we 
must  at  all  hazards  hold  our  posts  until  re-enforced.  I  reminded  them 
that  we  fought  for  our  homes,  our  firesides,  and  for  the  independence  of 
our  country.  I  urged  them  to  the  resolution  of  victory  or  death  on  that 
field.  These  sentiments  were  loudly,  eagerly  cheered  wheresoever  pro- 
claimed, and  I  then  felt  reassured  of  the  unconquerable  spirit  of  that 
army,  which  would  enable  us  to  wrench  victory  from  the  host  then 
threatening  us  with  destruction. 

Oh,  my  country !  I  would  readily  have  sacrificed  my  life  and  those  of 
all  the  brave  men  around  me  to  save  your  honor  and  to  maintain  your 
independence  from  the  degrading  yoke  which  those  ruthless  invaders 
had  come  to  impose  and  render  perpetual,  and  the  day's  issue  has  as- 
sured me  that  such  emotions  must  also  have  animated  all  under  my  com- 
mand. 

In  the  mean  time  the  enemy  had  seized  upon  the  plateau  on  which  Rob- 
inson's and  the  Henry  houses  are  situated — the  position  first  occupied 
in  the  morning  by  General  Bee  before  advancing  to  the  support  of 
Evans.  Rickette'  battery  of  six  rifled  guns,  the  pride  of  the  Federalists, 
the  object  of  their  unstinted  expenditure  in  outfit,  and  the  equally  pow- 
erful regular  light  battery  of  Griffin,  were  brought  forward  and  placed  in 
immediate  action,  after  having,  conjointly  with  the  batteries  already 
mentioned,  played  from  former  positions  with  destructive  effect  upon 
our  forward  battalions. 

The  topographical  features  of  the  plateau,  now  become  the  stage  of 
the  contending  armies,  must  be  described  in  outline.  A  glance  at  the 
map  will  show  that  it  is  inclosed  on- three  sides  by  small  water-courses, 
which  empty  into  Bull  Run  within  a  few  yards  of  each  other  a  half  a 
mile  to  the  south  of  the  stone  bridge.  Rising  to  an  elevation  of  quite 
one  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  Bull  Run  at  the  bridge,  it  falls  off 
on  three  sides  to  the  level  of  the  inclosing  streams  in  gentle  slopes,  but 
which  are  furrowed  by  ravines  of  irregular  direction  and  length,  and 
studded  with  clumps  and  patches  of  young  pines  and  oaks.  The  gen- 
eral direction  of  the  crest  of  the  plateau  is  oblique  to  the  course  of  Bull 
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Run  in  that  quarter  and  to  the  Brentsville  and  turnpike  roads,  which 
intersect  each  other  at  right  angles.  Immediately  surrounding  the 
two  houses  before  mentioned  are  small  open  fields  of  irregular  outline, 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  extent.  The  houses, 
occupied  at  the  time,  the  one  by  the  Widow  Henry  and  the  other  by 
the  free  negro  Robinson,  are  small  wooden  buildings,  the  latter  densely 
embowered  in  trees  and  environed  by  a  double  row  of  fences  on  two 
sides.  Around  the  eastern  and  southern  brow  of  the  plateau  an  almost 
unbroken  fringe  of  second-growth  pines  gave  excellent  shelter  for  our 
marksmen,  who  availed  themselves  of  it  with  the  most  satisfactory  skill. 
To  the  west,  adjoining  the  fields,  a  broad  belt  of  oaks  extends  directly 
across  the  crest  on  both  sides  of  the  Sudley  road,  in  which  during  the 
battle  regiments  of  both  armies  met  aud  contended  for  the  mastery. 
From  the  open  ground  of  this  plateau  the  view  embraces  a  wide  expanse 
of  woods  and  gently  undulating  open  country  of  broad  grass  and  grain 
fields  in  all  directions,  including  the  scene  of  Evans'  and  Bee's  recent 
encounter  with  the  enemy,  some  twelve  hundred  yards  to  the  north- 
ward. 

In  reply  to  the  play  of  the  enemy's  batteries  our  own  artillery  had 
not  been  either  idle  or  unskillful.  The  ground  occupied  by  our  guns, 
on  a  level  with  that  held  by  the  batteries  of  the  enemy,  was  an  open 
space  of  limited  extent,  behind  a  low  undulation  just  at  the  eastern 
verge  of  the  plateau,  some  five  or  six  hundred  yards  from  the  Henry 
house.  Here,  as  before  said,  thirteen  pieces,  mostly  6-pouuders,  were 
maintained  in  action ;  the  several  batteries  of  Imboden,  Stanard,  Pen- 
dleton (Rockbridge  Artillery),  and  Albnrtis,  of  the  Army  of  the  Shenan- 
doah, and  five  guns  of  Walton's  and  Kea  ton's  section  of  Rogers' 
battery  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  alternating  to  some  extent  with 
each  other,  and  taking  part  as  needed,  all  from  the  outset  displaying 
that  marvelous  capacity  of  our  people  as  artillerists  which  has  made 
them,  it  would  appear,  at  once  the  terror  and  the  admiration  of  the 
enemy.  As  was  soon  apparent,  the  Federalists  had  suffered  severely 
from  our  artillery  aud  from  the  fire  of  our  musketry  on  the  right,  and 
especially  from  the  left  flank,  placed  under  cover;  within  whose  galling 
range  they  had  been  advanced;  and  we  are  told  in  their  official  reports 
how  regiment  after  regiment  thrown  forward  to  dislodge  us  was  broken, 
never  to  recover  its  entire  organization  on  that  field. 

In  the  mean  time,  also,  two  companies  of  Stuartfs  Cavalry  (Carter's  and 
Hoge's)  made  a  dashing  charge  down  the  Brents vjtfle  and  Sudley  road 
upon  the  Fire  Zouaves,  then  the  enemy's  right  on  the  plateau,  which 
added  to  their  disorder  wrought  by  our  musketry  on  that  flank.  But 
still  the  press  of  the  enemy  was  heavy  in  that  quarter  of  the  field  as 
fresh  troops  were  thrown  forward  there  to  outflank  us,  and  some  three 
guns  of  a  battery  in  an  attempt  to  obtain  a  position,  apparently  to  en- 
filade our  batteries,  were  thrown  so  close  to  the  Thirty-third  Regiment, 
Jackson's  brigade,  that  that  regiment,  springing  forward,  seized  them, 
but  with  severe  loss,  and  was  subsequently  driven  back  by  an  overpow- 
ering force  of  Federal  musketry. 

Now,  full  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  I  gave  the  order  for  the  right  of  my  line,  ex- 
cept my  reserves,  to  advance  to  recover  the  plateau.  It  was  done  with 
uncommon  resolution  and  vigor,  and  at  the  same  time  Jackson's  brigade 
pierced  the  enemy's  center  with  the  determination  of  veterans  and  the 
spirit  of  men  who  fight  for  a  sacred  cause,  but  it  suffered  seriously. 
With  equal  spirit  the  other  parts  of  the  line  made  the  onset,  and  the 
Federal  lines  were  broken  and  swept  back  at  all  points  from  the  open 
ground  of  the  plateau.   Rallying  soon,  however,  as  they  were  strongly 
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re-enforced  by  fresh  regiments,  the  Federalists  returned,  and  by  weight 
of  numbers  pressed  our  lines  back,  recovered  their  ground  and  guns, 
and  renewed  the  offensive. 

By  this  time,  between  half  past  two  and  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  our  re-enforce- 
ments pushed  forward,  and,  directed  by  General  Johnston  to  the  required 
quarter,  were  at  hand  just  as  I  had  ordered  forward  to  a  second  effort 
lor  the  recovery  of  the  disputed  plateau  the  whole  line,  including  my 
reserve,  which  at  this  crisis  of  the  battle  I  felt  called  upon  to  lead  in  per- 
son. This  attack  was  general,  and  was  shared  in  by  every  regiment 
then  in  the  field,  including  the  Sixth  (Fisher's)  North  Carolina  Regi- 
ment, which  had  just  come  up  and  taken  position  on  the  immediate  left 
of  the  Forty -ninth  Virginia  Regiment.  The  whole  open  ground  was 
again  swept  clear  of  the  enemy,  and  the  plateau  around  the  Henry  and 
Robinson  houses  remained  finally  in  our  possession  with  the  greater  part 
of  the  Ricketts  and  Griffin  batteries,  and  a  flag  of  the  First  Michigau 
Regiment,  captured  by  the  Twenty-seventh  Virginia  Regiment,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Echols,  of  Jackson's  brigade. 

This  part  of  the  day  was  rich  with  deeds  of  individual  coolness  and 
dauntless  conduct,  as  well  as  well-directed  embodied  resolution  and 
bravery,  but  fraught  with  the  loss  to  the  service  of  the  country  of  lives 
of  inestimable  preciousness  at  this  juncture.  The  brave  Bee  was  mor- 
tally wounded  at  the  head  of  the  Fourth  Alabama  and  some  Mississip- 
pians.  In  the  open  field  near  the  Henry  house,  and  a  few  yards  distant, 
the  promising  life  of  Bartow,  while  leading  the  Seventh  Georgia  Regi- 
ment, was  quenched  in  blood.  Col.  F.  J.  Thomas,  acting  chief  of  ord- 
nance, ol  General  Johnston's  staff,  after  gallaut  conduct  and  most  efficient 
service,  was  also  slain.  Colonel  Fisher,  Sixth  North  Carolina,  likewise 
fell,  after  soldierly  behavior  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  with  ranks 
greatly  thinned. 

Wither*'  Eighteenth  Regiment,  of  Cocke's  brigade,  had  come  up  in 
time  to  follow  this  charge,  and,  in  conjunction  with  Hampton's  Legion, 
captured  several  rifled  pieces,  which  may  have  fallen  previously  in  pos- 
session of  some  of  our  troops,  but  if  so,  had  been  recovered  by  the 
enemy.  These  pieces  were  immediately  turned  and  effectively  served 
on  distant  masses  of  the  enemy  by  the  hands  of  some  of  our  officers. 

While  the  euemy  had  thus  been  driven  back  on  our  right  entirely 
across  the  turnpike  aud  beyond  Young's  Branch  on  our  left,  the  woods 
yet  swarmed  with  them  when  our  re-enforcements  opportunely  arrived 
in  quick  succession  and  took  position  in  that  portion  of  the  field.  Ker- 
shaw's Second  and  Cash's  Eighth  South  Carolina  Regiments,  which 
had  arrived  soon  after  Withers,  were  led  through  the  oaks  just  east  of 
the  Sudley-Brentsville  road,  brushing  some  of  the  enemy  before  them, 
and  taking  an  advantageous  position  along  and  west  of  that  road, 
opened  with  much  skill  and  effect  on  bodies  of  the  enemy  that  had  been 
rallied  under  cover  of  a  strong  Federal  brigade  posted  on  a  plateau  in 
the  southwest  angle  formed  by  intersection  of  the  turnpike  with  the 
Sudley-Brentsville  road.  Among  the  troops  thus  engaged  were  the 
Federal  regular  infantry. 

At  the  same  time  Kemper's  battery, passing  northward  by  the  Sudley- 
Brentsville  road,  took  position  on  the  open  space,  under  orders  of 
Cplonel  Kershaw,  near  where  an  enemy's  battery  had  been  captured, 
and  was  opened  with  effective  results  upon  the  Federal  right,  then  the 
mark  also  of  Kershaw's  and  Cash's  regiments.  Preston's  Twenty-eighth 
Regiment,  of  Cocke's  brigade,  had  by  that  time  entered  the  same  body 
of  oaks,  and  encountered  some  Michigan  troops,  capturing  their  brigade 
commander,  Colonel  Willcox. 
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Another  important  accession  to  our  forces  had  also  occurred  about 
the  same  time,  3  o'clock  p.  rn.  Brig.  Gen.  E.  K.  Smith,  with  some  sev- 
enteen hundred  infantry,  of  Elzey's  brigade,  of  the  Army  of  the  Shenan- 
doah, and  Beckham's  battery  came  upon  the  field  from  Camp  Pickens, 
Manassas,  where  they  had  arrived  by  railroad  at  noou.  Directed  in 
person  by  General  Johnston  to  the  left,  then  so  much  endangered,  on 
reaching  a  position  in  rear  of  the  oak  woods,  south  of  the  Henry  house, 
and  immediately  east  of  the  Sudley  road,  General  Smith  was  disabled 
by  a  severe  wound,  and  his  valuable  services  were  lost  at  that  critical 
junctnre;  but  the  command  devolved  upon  a  meritorious  officer  of 
experience,  Colonel  Elzey,  who  led  his  iufautry  at  once  somewhat  far- 
ther to  the  left,  in  the  direction  of  the  Chinn  house,  across  the  road, 
through  the  oaks  skirting  the  west  side  of  the  road,  and  around  which 
he  sent  the  battery,  under  Lieutenant  Beckham.  This  officer  took  up  a 
most  favorable  position  near  that  house,  whence,  with  a  clear  view  of 
the  Federal  right  and  center,  filling  the  open  fields  to  the  west  of  the 
Brentsville- Sudley  road  and  gently  sloping  southward,  he  opened  fire 
with  his  battery  upon  them  with  deadly  and  damaging  effect. 

Colouel  Early,  who  by  some  mischauce  did  not  receive  orders  until 
2  o'clock  which  had  been  sent  him  at  noon,  came  on  the  ground  imme- 
diately after  Elzey,  with  Kemper's  Seventh  Virginia,  Hays'  Seventh 
Louisiana,  and  Barksdale's  Thirteenth  Mississippi  Regiments.  This 
brigade,  by  the  personal  direction  of  General  Johnston,  was  marched 
by  the  Holkham  house  across  the  fields  to  the  left,  entirely  around  the 
woods  through  which  Elzey  had  passed,  and  under  a  severe  fire,  into  a 
position  in  line  of  battle  near  Chinu's  house,  outflanking  the  enemy's 
right 

At  this  time,  about  3.30  p.  m.,  the  enemy,  driven  back  on  their  left 
and  center  and  brushed  from  the  woods  bordering  the  Sudley  road, 
south  and  west  of  the  Henry  house,  had  formed  a  line  of  battle  of  truly 
formidable  proportions,  of  crescent  outline,  reaching  on  their  left  from 
vicinity  of  Pittsylvania  (the  old  Carter  mansion),  by  Mathews'  and  in 
rear  of  Dogan's,  across  the  turnpike  near  to  Chinn's  house.  The  woods 
and  fields  were  filled  with  their  masses  of  infantry  and  their  carefully- 
preserved  cavalry.  It  was  a  truly  magnificent,  though  redoubtable, 
spectacle  as  they  threw  forward  in  fine  style  on  the  broad,  gentle  slopes 
of  the  ridge  occupied  by  their  main  lines  a  cloud  of  skirmishers,  prepar- 
atory for  another  attack. 

But  as  Early  formed  his  line,  and  Beckham's  pieces  played  upon  the 
right  of  the  enemy,  Elzey's  brigade,  Gibbons'  Tenth  Virginia,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Steuart's  First  Maryland,  and  Vaughn's  Third  Tennessee  Regi- 
ments, Cash's  Eighth  and  Kershaw's  Second  South  Carolina,  WithcrSj 
Eighteenth  and  Preston's  Twenty -eighth  Virginia  advanced  in  an  ir- 
regular line,  almost  simultaneously,  with  great  spirit  from  their  several 
positions  upon  the  front  and  flanks  of  the  enemy  in  their  quarter  of  the 
field.  At  the  same  lime,  too,  Early  resolutely  assailed  their  right  flank 
and  rear.  Under  this  combiued  attack  the  enemy  was  soon  forced  first 
over  the  narrow  plateau  in  the  southern  angle  made  by  the  two  roads  so 
often  mentioned  into  a  patch  of  woods  on  its  western  slope,  thence  back 
over  Young's  Branch  and  the  turnpike  into  the  fields  of  the  Dogan  farm 
and  rearward,  in  extreme  disorder  in  all  available  directions  towards 
Bull  Run.   The  rout  had  now  become  geueral  and  complete. 

About  the  time  that  Elzey  and  Early  were  entering  into  action  a  col- 
umn of  the  enemy  (Keyes'  brigade,  of  Tyler's  division)  made  its  way  across 
the  turnpike  between  Bull  Run  and  the  Robinson  house,  under  cover  of 
a  wood  and  brow  of  the  ridges,  apparently  to  turn  my  right,  but  was 


Digitized  by  Google 


Chap,  rr.] 


THE  BULL  RUN  CAMPAIGN. 


497 


easily  repulsed  by  a  few  shots  from  Latham's  battery,  now  united  and 
placed  in  position  by  Oapt.  D.  B.  Harris,  of  the  Virginia  engineers, 
whose  services  during  the  day  became  his  character  as  an  able,  cool,  and 
skillful  officer,  and  from  Alburtis'  battery,  opiwrtunely  ordered  by  Gen- 
eral Jackson  to  a  position  to  the  right  of  Latham,  on  a  hill  commanding 
the  line  of  approach  of  the  enemy,  and  supported  by  portions  of  regi- 
ments collected  together  by  the  staff  officers  of  General  Johnston  and 
myself. 

Early's  brigade,  meanwhile,  joined  by  the  Nineteenth  Virginia  Regi- 
ment, Lieutenant-Colonel  Strange,  of  Cocke's  brigade,  pursued  the  now 
panic-stricken  fugitive  enemy.  Stuart,  with  his  cavalry  and  Beckham 
had  also  taken  up  the  pursuit  along  the  road  by  which  the  enemy  had 
come  upon  the  field  that  morning,  but  soon,  cumbered  by  prisoners  who 
thronged  his  way,  the  former  was  unable  to  attack  the  mass  of  the  fast- 
fleeing,  frantic  Federalists.  Withers',  R.  T.  Preston's,  Cash's,  and  Ker- 
shaw's regiments,  Hampton's  Legion,  and  Kemper's  battery  also  pur- 
sued along  the  Warrenton  road  by  the  stone  bridge,  the  enemy  having 
opportunely  opened  a  way  for  them  through  the  heavy  abatis  which 
my  troops  had  made  on  the  west  side  of  the  bridge  several  days  before; 
but  this  pursuit  was  soon  recalled  in  consequence  of  a  faise  report 
which  unfortunately  reached  us  that  the  enemy's  reserves,  known  to  be 
fresh  and  of  considerable  strength,  were  threatening  the  position  of 
Union  Mills  Ford. 

Colouel  Radford,  with  six  companies  Virginia  Cavalry,  was  also 
ordered  by  General  Johnston  to  cross  Bull  Run  and  attack  the  enemy 
from  the  direction  of  Lewis'  house.  Conducted  by  one  of  my  aides, 
Colonel  Cbisolm,  by  the  Lewis  Ford  to  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
suspension  bridge,  he  charged  a  battery  with  great  gallantry,  took  Colonel 
Corcoran,  of  the  Sixty-ninth  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers,  a  prisoner, 
and  captured  the  Federal  colors  of  that  regiment,  as  well  as  a  number 
of  the  enemy.  He  lost,  however,  a  promising  officer  of  his  regiment, 
Capt.  Winston  Radford. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Munford  also  led  some  companies  of  cavalry  in 
hot  pursuit,  and  rendered  material  service  in  the  capture  of  prisoners 
and  of  cannon,  horses,  ammunition,  &c,  abandoned  by  the  enemy  in 
their  flight  Captain  Lay's  company  of  the  Powhatan  Troops  and 
Utterback's  Rangers,  Virginia  Volunteers,  attached  to  my  person,  did 
material  service  under  Captain  Lay  in  rallying  troops  broken  for  the 
time  by  the  onset  of  the  enemy's  masses. 

During  the  period  of  the  momentous  events,  fraught  with  the  weal  of 
our  country,  which  were  passing  on  the  blood  stained  plateau  along  the 
Sudley  and  Warrenton  roads,  other  portions  of  the  line  of  Bull  Run  had 
not  been  void  of  action  of  moment  and  of  influence  on  the  general  result. 

While  Colonel  Evtins  and  his  sturdy  band  were  holding  at  bay  the 
Federal  advance  beyond  the  turnpike  the  enemy  mad^  repeated  dem- 
onstrations with  artillery  and  infantry  upon  the  line  of  Cocke's  brigade, 
with  the  serious  iutention  of  forcing  the  position,  as  General  Scheuck 
admits  in  his  report.  They  were  driven  back  with  severe  loss  by 
Latham's  (a  section)  and  Rogers'  four  6 -pounders,  and  were  so  im- 
pressed with  the  strength  of  that  line  as  to  be  held  in  check  and  inactive 
even  after  it  had  been  stripped  of  all  its  troops  but  one  company  of  the 
Nineteenth  Virginia  Regiment,  underCaptain  Duke,  a  meritorious  officer; 
and  it  is  worthy  of  notice  that  in  this  encounter  of  our  6-pounder  guns, 
handled  by  our  volunteer  artillerists,  they  had  worsted  such  a  notorious 
adversary  as  the  Ayres  (formerly  Sherman's)  battery,  which  quit  the 
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contest  under  the  illusion  that  it  had  weightier  metal  than  its  own  to 
contend  with. 

The  center  brigades,  Bonham's  and  Longstreet's,  of  the  line  of  Bull 
Run,  if  not  closely  engaged,  were,  nevertheless,  exposed  for  much  of  the 
day  to  an  annoying,  almost  incessant  fire  of  artillery  of  long  range;  but, 
by  a  steady,  veteran  like  maintenance  of  their  positions,  they  held  vir- 
tually paralyzed  all  day  two  strong  brigades  of  the  enemy  with  their 
batteries  (four)  of  rifled  guns. 

As  before  said,  two  regiments  of  Bonham's  brigade — Second  and 
Eighth  South  Carolina  Volunteers — and  Kemper's  battery  took  a  dis- 
tinguished part  iu  the  battle.  The  remainder—Third  (Williams'),  Sev- 
enth (Bacon's)  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  Eleventh  ( Kirk  land's)  North 
Carolina  Regiment,  six  companies  of  the  Eighth  Louisiana  Volunteers, 
Shields'  battery,  and  one  section  of  Walton's  battery,  under  Lieutenant 
Garnet  t — whether  in  holding  their  post  or  taking  up  the  pursuit,  officers 
and  men  discharged  their  duty  with  credit  and  promise. 

Longstreet's  brigade,  pursuant  to  orders  prescribing  his  part  of  the 
operations  of  the  center  and  right  wing,  was  thrown  across  Bull  Run 
early  in  the  morning,  and  under  a  severe  fire  of  artillery  was  skillfully 
disposed  for  the  assault  of  the  enemy's  batteries  iu  that  quarter,  but 
was  withdrawn  subsequently,  in  consequence  of  the  chauge  of  plan 
already  mentioned  and  explained.  The  troops  of  this  brigade  were — 
First  (Major  Skinner),  Eleventh  (Garland's),  Twenty  fourth  (Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hairston),  Seventeenth  (Corse's)  Virginia  Regiments;  Fifth 
North  Carolina  (Lieutenant-Colonel  Jones),  and  Whitehead's  company 
Virginia  Cavalry.  Throughout  the  day  these  troops  evinced  the  most 
soldierly  spirit. 

After  the  rout,  having  been  ordered  by  General  Johnston  in  the 
direction  of  Centreville  in  pursuit,  these  brigades  advanced  nearly  to 
that  place,  when,  night  and  darkness  intervening,  General  Bonham 
thought  it  proper  to  direct  his  own  brigade  and  that  of  General  Long- 
street  back  to  Bull  Run. 

General  D.  R.  Jones  early  in  the  day  crossing  Bull  Run  with  his 
brigade,  pursuant  to  orders  indicating  his  part  in  ..the  projected  attack 
by  our  right  wing  and  center  on  the  enemy  at  Centreville,  took  up  a 
position  on  the  Union  Mills  and  Centreville  road  more  than  a  mile  iu 
advance  of  the  run.  Ordered  back,  in  consequence  of  the  miscarriage 
of  the  orders  to  Gcueral  Ewell,  the  retrograde  movement  was  necessarily 
made  under  a  sharp  lire  of  artillery. 

At  noon  this  brigade,  in  obedience  to  new  instructions,  was  again 
thrown  across  Bull  Run  to  make  demonstration.  Unsupported  by  other 
troops,  the  advance  was  gallantly  made  until  within  musket  range  of  the 
enemy's  force — Colonel  Davies'  brigade,  in  position  near  Rocky  Run— and 
under  the  concentrated  tire  of  their  artillery.  In  this  affair  the  Fifth, 
(Jenkius')  South  Carolina  and  Captain  Fontaine's  company  of  tbe 
Eighteenth  Mississippi  Regiment  are  mentioned  by  General  Jones  as 
having  shown  conspicuous  gallantry,  coolness,  and  discipline  under  a 
combined  fire  of  infantry  and  artillery.  Not  only  did  the  return  fire  of 
the  brigade  drive  to  cover  the  enemy's  infantry,  but  the  movement  un- 
questionably  spread  through  the  enemy's  ranks  a  sense  of  insecurity 
and  danger  from  an  attack  by  that  route  on  their  rear  at  Centreville, 
which  served  to  augment  the  extraordinary  panic  which  we  know  dis- 
banded the  entire  Federal  Army  for  the  time.  This  is  evident  from  the 
fact  that  Colonel  Davies,  the  immediate  adversary's  commander,  in  his 
official  report,  was  induced  to  magnify  one  small  company  of  our  cavalry 
which  accompanied  the  brigade  into  a  force  of  2,000  meu,  and  Colonel 


Digitized  by  Google 


Joxp.  IX] 


THE  BULL  BUN  CAMPAIGN. 


499 


;he  commander  of  the  Federal  reserves  at  Centreville,  says  the 
movement  caused  painful  apprehensions  for  the  left  flank  of  their  army. 

Oeneral  E well,  occupying  for  the  time  the  right  of  the  lines  of  Bull 
Bun,  at  Union  Mills  Ford,  after  the  miscarriage  of  my  orders  for  his 
advance  upon  Centreville.  in  the  afternoon  was  ordered  by  General 
Johnston  to  bring  up  his  brigade  into  battle,  then  raging  on  the  left 
flank.  Promptly  executed  as  this  movement  was,  the  brigade,  after  a 
severe  march,  reached  the  field  too  late  to  share  the  glories  as  they  had 
the  labors  of  the  day.  As  the  important  position  at  the  Union  Mills 
had  been  left  with  but  a  slender  guard,  General  Ewell  was  at  once 
ordered  to  retrace  his  steps  and  resume  his  position,  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  its  seizure  by  any  force  of  the  enemy  in  that  quarter. 
Brigadier  General  Holmes,  left  with  his  brigade  as  a  support  to  the 
same  position  in  the  original  plan  of  battle,  had  also  been  called  to  the 
left,  whither  he  marched  with  the  utmost  speed,  but  not  in  time  to  join 
actively  in  the  battle.  Walker's  rifled  guns  of  the  brigade,  however, 
came  up  in  time  to  be  flred  with  precision  and  decided  execution  at  the 
retreating  enemy,  and  Scott's  cavalry,  joining  in  the  pursuit,  assisted 
in  the  capture  of  prisoners  and  war  munitions. 

This  victory,  the  details  of  which  I  have  thus  sought  to  chronicle  as 
fully  as  were  fitting  an  official  report,  it  remains  to  record  was  dearly 
won  by  the  death  of  many  officers  and  men  of  inestimable  value,  belong- 
ing to  all  grades  of  our  society.  In  the  death  of  General  Barnard  E. 
Bee  the  Confederacy  has  sustained  an  irreparable  loss,  for,  with  great 
personal  bravery  and  coolness,  he  possessed  the  qualities  of  an  accom- 
plished soldier  and  an  able,  reliable  commander.  Colonels  Bartow  and 
Fisher  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnson,  of  Hampton's  Legion,  in  the 
fearless  command  of  their  men,  gave  earnest  of  great  usefulness  to  the 
service  had  they  been  spared  to  complete  a  career  so  brilliantly  begun. 
Besides  the  field  officers  already  mentioned  as  haviug  been  wounded 
while  in  the  gallant  discharge  of  their  duties,  many  others  also  received 
seven*  wounds,  after  equally  honorable  and  distinguished  conduct, 
whether  in  leading  their  men  forward  or  in  rallying  them  when  over- 
powered or  temporarily  shattered  by  the  largely  superior  force  to  which 
we  were  generally  opposed. 

The  subordinate  grades  were  likewise  abundantly  conspicuous  for 
zeal  and  capacity  for  the  leadership  of  men  in  arms.  To  mention  all 
who,  fighting  well,  paid  the  lavish  forfeit  of  their  lives,  or  at  least  crip- 
pled, mutilated  bodies,  on  the  field  of  Manassas,  cannot  well  be  done 
within  the  compass  of  this  paper;  but  a  grateful  country  and  mourning 
friends  will  not  suffer  their  names  and  services  to  be  forgotten  and 
pass  away  unhonored. 

Nor  are  those  officers  and  men  who  were  so  fortunate  ns  to  escape 
the  thick-flying  deadly  missiles  of  the  enemy  less  worthy  of  praise  for 
their  endurance,  firmness,  and  valor,  than  their  brothers  in  arms  whose 
lives  were  closed  or  bodies  maimed  on  that  memorable  day.  To  men- 
tion all  who  exhibited  ability  and  brilliant  courage  were  impossible  in 
this  report;  nor  do  the  reports  of  brigade  and  other  subordinate  com- 
manders supply  full  lists  of  all  actually  deserving  of  distinction.  I  can 
only  mention  those  whose  conduct  came  immediately  under  my  notice 
or  the  consequence  of  whose  actions  happened  to  be  signally  important. 
It  is  fit  that  I  should  in  this  way  commend  to  notice  the  dauntless  con- 
duct and  imperturbable  coolness  of  Colonel  Evans,  and  well  indeed  was 
he  supported  by  Colonel  Sloan  and  the  officers  of  the  Fourth  South 
Carolina  Beginient,  as  also  Major  Wheat,  than  whom  no  one  displayed 
brilliant  courage  until  carried  from  the  field  shot  through  the 
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longs,  though  happily  not  mortally  stricken.  Bat  in  the  desperate, 
unequal  conflict  to  which  these  brave  gentlemen  were  for  a  time  neces- 
sarily exposed,  the  behavior  of  officers  and  men  generally  was  worthy 
of  the  highest  admiration,  and  assuredly  hereafter  all  there  present  may 
proudly  say,  We  were  of  that  band  who  fought  the  first  hour  of  the  bat- 
tie  of  Manassas.  Equal  honors  and  credit  must  also  be  awarded  in  the 
pages  of  history  to  the  gallant  officers  and  men  who,  under  Bee  and 
Bartow,  subsequently  marching  to  their  side,  saved  them  from  destruc- 
tion, and  relieved  them  from  the  brunt  of  the  enemy's  attack. 

The  conduct  of  General  Jackson  also  requires  mention  as  eminently 
that  of  an  able,  fearless  soldier  and  sagacious  commander,  one  fit  to 
lead  his  efficient  brigade.  His  prompt,  timely  arrival  before  the  plateau 
of  the  Henry  house,  and  his  judicious  disposition  of  his  troops,  contrib- 
uted much  to  the  success  of  the  day.  Although  painfully  wounded  in 
the  hand,  he  remained  on  the  field  to  the  end  of  the  battle,  rendering 
invaluable  assistance. 

CoL  William  Smith  was  as  efficient  as  self-possessed  and  brave.  The 
influence  of  his  example  and  his  words  of  encouragement  were  not  con- 
fined to  his  immediate  command,  the  good  conduct  of  which  is  especially 
noticeable,  inasmuch  as  it  had  been  embodied  but  a  day  or  two  before 
the  battle. 

Colonels  Harper,  Hun  ton,  and  Hampton,  commanding  regiments  of 
the  reserve,  attracted  my  notice  by  their  soldierly  ability,  as  with  their 
gallant  commands  they  restored  the  fortunes  of  the  day  at  a  time  when 
the  enemy  by  a  last  desperate  onset  with  heavy  odds  had  driven  our 
forces  from  the  fiercely-contested  ground  around  the  Henry  and  Robin- 
son houses.  Veterans  could  not  have  behaved  better  than  these  well- 
led  regiments. 

High  praise  must  also  be  given  to  Colonels  Cocke,  Early,  and  Elzey, 
brigade  commanders;  also  to  Colonel  Kershaw,  commanding  for  the 
time  the  Second  and  Eighth  South  Carolina  Regiments.  Under  the 
instructions  of  General  Johnston  these  officers  reached  the  field  at  an 
opportune,  critical  moment,  and  disposed,  handled,  and  fought  their 
respective  commands  with  sagacity,  decision,  and  successful  results, 
which  have  been  described  in  detail. 

Col.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart  likewise  deserves  mention  for  his  enterprise  and 
ability  as  a  cavalry  commander.  Through  his  judicious  reconnaissance 
of  the  country  on  our  left  flank  he  acquired  information,  both  of  topo- 
graphical features  and  the  positions  of  the  enemy,  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance in  the  subsequent  and  closing  movements  of  the  day  on  that  flank, 
and  his  services  in  the  pursuit  were  highly  effective. 

Capt  E.  P.  Alexander,  C.  S.  Engineers,  gave  me  seasonable  and  ma- 
terial assistance  early  in  the  day  with  his  system  of  signals.  Almost 
the  first  shot  fired  by  the  enemy  passed  through  the  tent  of  his  party  at 
the  stone  bridge,  where  they  subsequently  firmly  maintained  their  posi- 
tion in  the  discharge  of  their  duty — the  transmission  of  messages  of  the 
enemy's  movements — for  several  hours  under  fire.  Later,  Captain  Alex- 
ander acted  as  my  aide-de-camp  in  the  transmission  of  orders  and  in 
observation  of  the  enemy. 

I  was  most  efficiently  served  throughout  the  day  by  my  volunteer 
aides,  Colonels  Preston,  Manning,  Chesnut,  Miles,  Rice,  Hay  ward,  and 
Chisolm.  to  whom  I  tender  my  thanks  for  their  unflagging,  intelligent, 
and  fearless  discharge  of  the  laborious,  responsible  duties  intrusted  to 
them.  To  Lieut  8.  W.  Ferguson,  aide-de-camp,  and  Colonel  Hayward, 
who  were  habitually  at  my  side  from  12  noon  until  the  close  of  the  bat- 
tle, my  special  acknowledgments  are  due*  The  horse  of  the  former  was 
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killed  under  him.  by  the  same  shell  that  wounded  that  of  the  latter. 
Both  were  eminently  useful  to  me,  and  were  distinguished  for  coolness 
and  courage  until  the  enemy  gave  way  and  fled  in  wild  disorder  in  every 
direction— a  scene  the  President  of  the  Confederacy  had  the  high  sat- 
isfaction of  witnessing,  as  he  arrived  upon  the  field  at  that  exultant 
moment 

I  also  received  from  the  time  I  reached  the  front  such  signal  service 
from  H.  E.  Peyton,  at  the  time  a  private  in  the  Loudoun  Cavalry,  that 
I  have  called  him  to  my  personal  staff.  Similar-services  were  also  ren- 
dered me  repeatedly  during  the  battle  by  T.  J.  Randolph,  a  volunteer 
acting  aide-de  camp  to  Colonel  Cocke.  Capt.  Clifton  H.  Smith,  of  the 
general  staff,  was  also  present  on  the  field,  and  rendered  efficient  service 
in  the  transmission  of  orders. 

It  must  be  permitted  me  here  to  record  my  profound  sense  of  my  ob- 
ligations to  General  Johnston  for  his  generous  permission  to  carry  out 
my  plans  with  such  modifications  as  circumstances  had  required.  From 
his  services  on  the  field  as  we  entered  it  together,  already  mentioned, 
and  his  subsequent  watchful  management  of  the  re-enforcements  as  they 
reached  the  vicinity  of  the  field,  our  countrymen  may  draw  the  most 

To  Col.  Thomas  Jordan,  my  efficient  and  zealous  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  much  credit  is  due  for  his  able  assistance  in  the  organization  of 
the  forces  under  my  command  and  for  the  intelligence  and  promptness 
with  which  he  has  discharged  all  the  laborious  and  important  duties  of 

Valuable  assistance  was  given  to  me  by  Major  Cabell,  chief  officer  of 
the  quartermaster's  department,  in  the  sphere  of  his  duties— duties  en- 
vironed by  far  more  than  the  ordinary  difficulties  and  embarrassments 
attending  the  operations  of  a  long- organized  regular  establishment 

Col.  K.  B.  Lee,  chief  of  subsistence  department,  had  but  just  entered 
upon  his  duties,  but  his  experience  and  long  and  varied  services  in  bis 
department  made  him  as  efficient  as  possible. 

Capt  W.  H.  Fowle,  whom  Colonel  Lee  had  relieved,  had  previously 
exerted  himself  to  the  utmost  to  carry  out  orders  from  these  headquar- 
ters to  render  his  department  equal  to  the  demands  of  the  service. 
That  it  was  not  entirely  so  it  is  due  to  justice  to  say  was  certainly  not 
his  fault. 

Deprived  by  the  sudden  severe  illness  of  the  medical  director,  Surg. 
Thomas  H.  Williams,  his  duties  were  discharged  by  Surg.  B.  L.  Brodie 
to  my  entire  satisfaction ;  and  it  is  proper  to  say  that  the  entire  medi- 
cal corps  of  the  Army  at  present,  embracing  gentlemen  of  distinction  in 
the  profession,  who  had  quit  lucrative  private  practice,  by  their  services 
in  the  field  and  subsequently  did  high  honor  to  their  profession. 

The  vital  duties  of  the  ordnance  department  were  effectively  dis- 
charged under  the  administration  of  my  chief  of  artillery  and  ordnance, 
Col.  S.  Jones. 

At  one  time,  when  reports  of  evil  omen  and  disaster  reached  Camp 
Pickens  with  such  circumstantiality  as  to  give  reasonable  grounds  of 
anxiety,  its  commander,  Colonel  Terrett,  the  commander  of  the  in- 
trenched batteries,  Captain  Sterrett,  of  the  C.  S.  Navy,  and  their 
officers,  made  the  most  efficient  possible  preparations  for  the  desperate 
defense  of  that  position  in  extremity;  and  in  this  connection  I  regret 
my  inability  to  mention  the  names  of  those  patriotic  gentlemen  of  Vir- 
ginia by  the  gratuitous  labor  of  whose  slaves  the  intrenched  camp  at 
Manassas  had  been  mainly  constructed,  relieving  the  troops  from  that 
laborious  service,  and  giving  opportunity  for  their  military  instruction. 
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Lieut  Col.  Thomas  H.  Williamson,  the  engineer  of  these  works, 
assisted  by  Capt.  D.  B.  Harris,  discharged  bis  duties  with  untiring 
energy  and  devotion  as  well  as  satisfactory  skill. 

Capt  W.  H.  Stevens,  engineer  C.  8.  Array,  served  with  the  advauced 
forces  at  Fairfax  Court-House  for  some  tame  before  the  battle.  He  laid 
out  the  works  there  in  admirable  accordance  with  the  purposes  for  which 
they  were  designed,  and  yet  so  as  to  admit  of  ultimate  extension  and 
adaptation  to  more  serious  uses  as  means  and  part  of  a  system  of  real 
defense  when  determined  upon.  He  has  shown  himself  to  be  an  officer 
of  energy  and  ability. 

Maj.  Thomas  O.  lihett,  after  having  discharged  for  several  month's 
the  laborious  duties  of  adjutant-general  to  the  commanding  officer,  of 
Camp  Pickens,  was  detached  to  join  the  Army  of  the  Shenandoah  just 
on  the  eve  of  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  but  volunteering  his  services, 
was  ordered  to  assist  on  the  staff  of  General  Bonham,  joining  that 
officer  at  Centreville  on  the  night  of  the  17th,  before  the  battle  of  Bull 
Hun,  where  he  rendered  valuable  services,  nntil  the  arrival  of  General 
Johnston,  on  the  20th  of  July,  when  he  was  called  to  the  place  of  chief 
of  staff  of  that  officer.  It  is  also,  proper  to  acknowledge  the  signal 
services  rendered  by  Cols.  B.  F.  Terry  and  T.  Lubbock,  of  Texas,  who 
had  attached  themselves  to  the  staff  of  General  Longstreet.  These 
gentlemen  made-  daring  and  valuable  reconnaissances  of  the  enemy's 
positions,  assisted  by  Captains  Goree  and  Chichester;  they  also  carried 
orders  to  the  field,  and  on  the  following  day  accompanied  Captain  White- 
head's troop  to  take  possession  of  Fairfax  Court-House.  Colonel  Terry, 
with  his  unerring  rifle,  severed  the  halliard,  and  thus  lowered  the  Fed- 
eral flag  found  still  floating  from  the  cupola  of  the  court-house  there. 
He  also  secured  a  large  Federal  garrison  flag,  designed,  it  is  said,  to  be 
unfurled  over  our  intrenchments  at  Manassas. 

in  connection  with  the  unfortunate  casualty  of  the  day,  that  is,  the 
miscarriage  of  the  orders  sent  by  courier  to  Generals  Holmes  and  Ewell 
to  attack  the  enemy  in  flank  and  reverse  at  Centreville,  through  which 
the  triumph  of  our  arms  was  prevented  from  being  still  more  decisive, 
I  regard  it  in  place  to  say  a  divisional  organization,  with  officers  in 
command  of  divisions,  with  appropriate  rank,  as  in  European  services, 
would  greatly  reduce  the  risk  of  such  mishaps,  and  would  advantage- 
ously simplify  the  communications  of  a  general  in  command  of  a  field 
with  his  troops. 

While  glorious  for  our  people,  aud  of  crushing  effect  upon  the  morale 
of  our  hitherto  confident  and  overweening  adversary,  as  were  the  events 
of  the  battle  of  Manassas,  the  field  was  only  won  by  stout  fighting,  and, 
as  before  reported,  with  much  loss,  as  is  precisely  exhibited  iu  the 
papers  herewith,  marked  F,  G,  and  H,#  and  being  lists  of  the  killed  and 
wounded.  The  killed  outright  numbered  369,  the  wounded  1,483,  mak- 
iug  an  aggregate  of  1,852. 

The  actual  loss  of  the  enemy  will  never  be  known;  it  may  now  only  be 
conjectured.  Their  abandoned  dead,  as  they  were  buried  by  our  people 
where  they  fell,  unfortunately  were  not  enumerated,  but  many  parts  ot 
the  field  were  thick  with  their  corpses  as  bat  few  battle  fields  have  ever 
been.  The  official  reports  of  the  enemy  are  studiously  silent  on  this 
point,  but  still  afford  us  data  for  an  approximate  estimate.  Left  almost 
in  the  dark  in  respect  to  the  losses  of  Hunter's  and  Heintzelman's  divis- 
ions, first,  longest,  and  most  hotly  engaged,  we  are  informed  that  Sher- 
man*) brigade,  Tyler's  division,  suffered  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing 
609;  that  is,  about  eighteen  per  cent,  of  the  brigade.   A  regiment  of 
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Franklin's  brigade  (Gorman's)  lost  twenty-one  per  cent,  Griffin's  (battery) 
loss  was  thirty  per  cent.,  and  that  of  Keyes'  brigade,  which  was  so 
handled  by  its  commander  as  to  be  exposed  to  only  occasional  volleys 
from  our  troops,  was  at  least  ten  per  cent.  To  these  facts  add  the  re- 
peated references  in  the  reports  of  the  more  reticent  commanders  to  the 
» murderous"  fire  to  which  they  were  habitually  exposed,  the  " pistol- 
range"  volleys,  and  galling  musketry  of  which  they  speak  as  scourging 
their  ranks,  and  we  are  warranted  in  placing  the  entire  loss  of  the  Fed- 
eralists at  over  forty-five  hundred  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners. 
To  this  may  be  legitimately  added  as  a  casualty  of  the  battle  the  thou- 
sands of  fugitives  from  the  field,  who  have  never  rejoined  their  regi- 
ments, and  who  are  as  much  lost  to  the  enemy's  service  as  if  slain  or 
disabled  by  wounds.  These  may  not  be  included  under  the  head  of 
missing,  because  in  every  instance  of  such  report  we  took  as  many  pris- 
oners of  those  brigades  or  regiments  as  are  reported  missing. 

A  list  appended  exhibits  some  1,460  of  their  wounded  and  others  who 
fell  into  oar  hands  and  were  sent  to  Richmond.*  Some  were  sent  to 
other  points,  so  that  the  number  of  prisoners,  including  wounded  who 
did  not  die,  may  be  set  down  as  not  less  than  1,600.  Besides* these  a 
considerable  number  who  could  not  be  removed  from  the  field  died  at 
several  farm-houses  and  field  hospitals  within  ten  days  following  the 
battle. 

To  serve  the  future  historian  of  this  war  I  will  note  the  fact  that 
among  the  captured  Federalists  are  officers  and  men  of  forty-seven 
regiments  of  volunteers,  besides  from  some  nine  different  regiments  of 
regular  troops,  detachments  of  which  were  engaged.  From  their  official 
reports  we  learn  of  a  regiment  of  volunteers  engaged,  six  regiments  of 
Miles'  division,  and  the  five  regiments  of  Bunyon's  brigade,  from  which 
we  have  neither  sound  nor  wounded  prisoners.  Making  all  allowances 
for  mistakes,  we  are  warranted  in  saying  that  the  Federal  army  consisted 
of  at  least  fifty  - five  regiments  of  volunteers,  eight  companies  of  regular 
infantry,  four  of  marines,  nine  of  regular  cavalry,  and  twelve  batteries 
of  forty  nine  guns.  These  regiments  at  one  time,  as  will  appear  from  a 
published  list  appended,  marked  K,  numbered  in  the  aggregate  54,140, 
and  average  964  each.  From  an  order  of  the  enemy's  commander,  how- 
ever, dated  July  13,  we  learn  that  one  hundred  men  from  each  regiment 
were  directed  to  remain  in  charge  of  their  respective  camps.  Some 
allowance  must  further  be  made  for  the  sick  and  details,  which  would 
reduce  the  average  to  eight  hundred  men.  Adding  the  regular  cavalry, 
infantry,  and  artillery  present,  an  estimate  of  their  force  may  be  made.1 
A  paper  appended,  marked  L,  exhibits  in  part  the  ordnance  and  sup- 
plies captured,  including  some  twenty  eight  field  pieces  of  the  best  char- 
acter of  arm,  with  over  one  hundred  rounds  of  ammunition  for  each  gun, 
thirty-seven  caissons,  six  forges,  four  battery  wagons,  sixty  four  artillery 
horses  completely  equipped,  500,000  rounds  of  small-arms  ammunition, 
4,500  sets  of  accouterments,  over  500  muskets,  some  nine  regimental 
and  garrison  flags,  with  a  large  number  of  pistols,  knapsacks,  swords, 
canteens,  blankets,  a  large  store  of  axes  and  intrenching  tools,  wagons, 
ambulances,  horses,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  hospital  stores,  and 
some  subsistence. 

Added  to  these  results  may  rightly  "be  noticed  here  that  by  this  bat- 
tle an  invading  army,  superbly  equipped,  within  twenty  miles  of  their 
of  operations,  has  been  converted  into  one  virtually  besieged  and 


*  Namely :  3  colonels,  1  major,  13  captains.  36  lieutenants,  2  quartermasters,  5  eur- 
jons,  7  assistant  surgeons,  2  chaplains,  15  citizens,  and  1,376  enlisted  men. 
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exclusively  occupied  for  months  in  the  construction  of  a  stupendous 
series  of  fortifications  for  the  protection  of  its  own  capital. 

I  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  reports  of  the  several  subordinate  com 
manders  for  reference  to  the  signal  parts  played  by  individuals  of  their 
resistive  commands.  Contradictory  statements  found  in  these  reports 
should  not  excite  surprise,  when  we  remember  how  difficult  if  not  im- 
possible it  is  to  reconcile  the  narrations  of  bystanders  or  participants  in 
even  the  most  inconsiderable  affair,  much  less  the  shifting,  thrilling 
scenes  of  a  battle-field. 

Accompanying  are  maps  showing  the  positions  of  the  armies  om  the 
morning  of  the  21st  July  and  of  tfcree  several  stages  of  the  battle :  also 
of  the  line  of  Bull  Run  north  of  Blackburn's  Ford.  These  maps,  from 
actual  surveys  made  by  Capt.  D.  B.  Harris,  assisted  by  Mr.  John  Grant, 
were  drawn  by  the  latter  with  a  rare  accuracy  worthy  of  high  commends- 
tion» 

In  conclusion,  it  is  proper  and  doubtless  expected  that  through  this 
report  my  countrymen  should  be  made  acquainted  with  some  of  ths 
sufficient  causes  that  prevented  the  advance  of  our  forces  and  prolonged 
vigorous  pursuit  of  the  enemy  to  and  beyond  the  Potomac  The  War 
Department  has  been  fully  advised  long  since  of  all  of  those  causes, 
some  of  which  only  are  proper  to  be  here  communicated.  An  army 
which  had  fought  as  ours  on  that  day,  against  uncommon  odds,  under  a 
July  sun,  most  of  the  time  without  water  and  without  food  except  a 
hastily -snatched  scanty  meal  at  dawn,  was  not  in  condition  for  the  toil 
of  an  eager,  effective  pursuit  of  an  enemy  immediately  after  the  battle. 

On  the  following  day  an  unusually  heavy  and  nnrntermitting  fall  of 
rain  intervened  to  obstruct  our  advance  with  reasonable  prospect  of 
fruitful  results.   Added  to  this,  the  want  of  a  cavalry  force  of  sufficient 
numbers  made  an  efficient  pursuit  a  military  impossibility. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General,  (Join m ct tiding , 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va. 

[Indo«e«e«t.) 

The  order  issued  by  the  War  Department  to  General  Johnston  was 
not,  as  herein  reported,  to  form  a  junction,  "  should  the  movement  in  his 
judgment  be  deemed  advisable."  The  following  is  an  accurate  copy  of 
the  order: 

General  Beauregard  is  attacked.  To  strike  the  enemy  a  decisive  blow,  a  junction  of 
all  your  effective  force  will  be  needed.  If  practicable,  make  the  movement,  sending 
yoor  sick  and  baggage  to  Calpeper  Cotfrt-House,  either  by  railroad  or  by  Warren  ton. 
In  all  the  arrangements  exercise  your  discretion. 

The  words  "  if  practicable"  had  reference  to  letters  of  General  John- 
ston of  12th  and  15th  of  July,  which  made  it  extremely  doubtful  if  he 
had  the  power  to  make  the  movement,  in  view  of  the  relative  strength 
and  position  of  Patterson's  forces  as  compared  with  his  own. 

The  plan  of  campaign  reported  to  have  been  submitted,  but  not 
accepted,  and  to  have  led  to  a  decision  of  the  War  Department,  cannot 
be  found  among  its  files,  nor  any  reference  to  any  decision  made  upon 
it,  aud  it  was  not  known  that  the  Army  had  advanced  beyond  the  line  of 
Bull  Run,  the  position  previously  selected  by  General  Lee,  and  which 
was  supposed  to  have  continued  to  be  the  defensive  line  occupied  by  the 

•  Not  found. 
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main  body  of  our  forces.  Inquiry  has  developed  the  fact  that  a  message 
to  be  verbally  delivered  was  sent  by  Hon.  Mr.  Ohesnut  If  the  conject- 
ures recited  in  the  report  were  entertained,  they  rested  on  the  accom- 
plishment of  one  great  condition,  namely,  that  a  junction  of  the  forces 
of  Generals  Johnston  and  Holmes  should  be  made  with  the  army  of 
General  Beauregard,  and  should  gain  a  victory.  The  junction  was 
made,  the  victory  was  won,  but  the  consequences  that  were  predicted 
did  not  result.  The  reasons  why  no  such  consequences  could  result  are 
given  in  the  closing  passages  of  the  reports  of  both  the  commanding 
generals,  and  the  responsibility  cannot  be  transferred  to  the  Govern- 
ment at  Richmond,  which  certainly  would  have  united  in  any  feasible 
plan  to  accomplish  such  desirable  results. 

If  the  plan  of  campaign  mentioned  in  the  report  had  been  presented 
in  a  written  communication,  and  in  sufficient  detail  to  permit  proper 
investigation,  it  must  have  been  pronounced  to  be  Impossible  at  that 
time,  and  its  proposal  could  only  have  been  accounted  for  by  the  want 
of  information  of  the  forces  and  positions  of  the  armies  in  the  field. 
The  facts  that  rendered  it  impossible  are  the  following : 

1.  It  was  based,  as  related  from  memory  by  Colonel  Chesnut,  on  the 
supposition  of  drawing  a  force  of  about  twenty-five  thousand  men  from 
the  command  of  General  Johnston.  The  letters  of  General  Johnston 
show  his  effective  force  to  have  been  only  eleven  thousand,  with  an 
enemy  thirty  thousand  strong  in  his  front  ready  to  take  possession  of 
the  valley  of  Virginia  on  his  withdrawal. 

2.  It  proposed  to  continue  operations  tyy  effecting  a  junction  of  a  part 
of  the  victorious  forces  with  the  army  of  General  Garnett  in  Western 
Virginia.  General  Garnett's  forces  amounted  only  to  three  or  four 
thousand  men,  then  known  to  be  in  rapid  retreat  before  vastly  superior 
forces  under  McClellan,  and  the  news  that  he  was  himself  killed,  and 
his  army  scattered,  arrived  within  forty-eight  hours  of  Colonel  Ches- 
nut's  arrival  in  Richmond. 

3.  The  plan  was  based  on  the  improbable  and  inadmissible  supposition 
that  the  enemy  was  to  await  everywhere,  isolated  and  motionless,'  until 
our  forces  could  effect  junctions  to  attack  them  in  detail. 

4.  It  could  not  be  expected  that  any  success  obtainable  on  the  battle- 
field would  enable  our  forces  to  carry  the  fortifications  on  the  Potomac, 
garrisoned,  and  within  supporting  distance  of  fresh  troops;  nor  after 
the  actual  battle  and  victory  did  the  generals  on  the  field  propose  an 
advance  on  the  capita^  nor  does  it  appear  that  they  have  since  believed 
themselves  in  a  condition  to  attempt  such  a  movement 

It  is  proper  also  to  observe  that  there  is  no  communication  on  file  in 
the  War  Department,  as  recited  at  the  close  of  the  report,  showing  what 
were  the  causes  which  "  prevented  the  advance  of  our  forces  and  pro- 
longed vigorous  pursuit  of  the  enemy  to  and  beyond  the  Potomac.'* 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

Headquarters  First  Corps  Army  Potomac, 

Centreville,  Fin,,  November  8,  1801. 

General  :  My  attention  having  been  called  to  the  date  of  my  report 
of  the  battle  of  Man  asses,  August  2&  1861,  when  it  was  only  received 
at  the  War  Department  October  15, 1861, 1  have  to  request  that  the 
date  of  the  letter  accompanying  the  report,  October  — ,  1861,  should  be 
affixed  to  it  The  delay  arose  from  the  fact  that  it  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  copyist  on  the  day  of  its  date,  but  was  left  open  to  be 
amended  and  corrected  as  the  details  of  the  battle  became  better  known 
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and  developed,  by  discussion  on  the  subject  and  the  reports  of  the  enemy 
then  being  published,  which  enabled  me  to-furnish,  not  only  the  report, 
but  the  history  of  that  battle,  accompanied  by  a  full  set  of  drawings, 
showing  the  position  of  the  contending  forces  during  four  periods  of  that 
grand  drama. 

I  am  led  to  infer  also  that  the  strategic  portion  of  the  report  is  an 
obstacle  to  its  publication.  Should  that  be  the  case,  I  have  to  request 
that  it  may  be  separated  into  two  parts,  to  obviate  the  difficulty  referred 
to  ;  but  I  do  not  wish  it  understood,  however,  that  I  ask  the  publication 
of  any  part  of  it,  leaving  that  entirely  to  the  judgment  of  the  War  De- 
partment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General,  Commanding. 

General  8.  Cooper, 

jiHjuiuni-ijcncruif  o.  o.  Avmy^  iitcninoiin,  v a. 

P.  8. — What  can  be  the  matter  with  the  mails  ?  My  letters  are  often 
from  five  to  six  days  gettiug  here  from  Richmond. 

Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

</«%  16, 1861. 

Brigadier-General  Beauregard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

8m :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  proceeded  on  Sunday  last,  14tli 
instant,  to  Richmond,  with  the  purpose  of  laying  before  the  President 
for  bis  consideration  yonr  views  and  plans  for  the  combined  operation  of 
the  two  armies  under  the  command  of  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston  and 
yourself,  respectively.  I  arrived  in  Richmond  at  3.30  on  the  same  day 
1  left  your  quarters,  and  without  delay  reported  to  the  President  who, 
although  sick  in  bed,  received  me  with  great  kindness  and  cordiality. 
After  stating  to  him  the  object  of  my  visit,  he  appointed  an  hour  to 
meet  him  with  General  R.  E.  Lee,  and  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General 
Cooper.  At  the  appointed  time  the  President,  Generals  Lee  and  Cooper, 
and  Colonel  Preston,  of  your  staff,  met  me  in  private  conference.  Be- 
ing requested  by  the  President  to  lay  before  those  present  the  subject- 
matter  with  which  I  was  charged,  I  submitted  on  your  part  the  follow- 
ing propositions : 

That  the  Confederate  armies  were  in  front  of  the  enemy  with  greatly 
inferior  forces  at  all  points;  that  it  was  desirable  by  uniting  a  portion 
of  our  forces  to  outnumber  the  enemy  at  some  important  point ;  that 
the  point  now  occupied  by  you  was  at  present  in  reference  to  the  armies 
considered  the  most  important  I  stated  also  that  the  enemy  were  at 
present  at  qr  near  Falls  Church,  with  eight  or  ten  thousand  men,  on  the 
Alexandria,  Loudoun  and  Hampshire  Railroad,  and  also  with  some 
portion  of  his  force  at  Springfield,  on  the  Alexandria  and  Orange  Rail- 
road, with  every  indication  of  a  purpose  to  advance  on  both  lines,  and 
that  it  was  most  probable  the  enemy  would  threaten  our  camp  at  Manas- 
sas with  about  ten  thousand  men,  while  the  main  body,  twenty  thou- 
sand or  more,  would  advance  towards  Vienna,  Frying  Pan,  and  Pleas- 
ant Valley,  to  Hay  Market-,  on  the  Manassas  Gap  Railroad,  with  a  view 
to  cut  off  our  communication  with  General  Johnston.  To  accomplish 
this,  possession  would  be  taken  of  passes  of  the  Blue  Ridge  at  Ma- 
nassas, Ashby's,  and  Snicker's  Gaps.  He  would  then  endeavor  to  cut 
off  your  communication  with  Richmond  by  the  Alexandria  and  Orange 
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Railroad,  and  force  you  either  to  fight  in  open  field  with  greatly  inferior 
numbers  or  to  retire  towards  Fredericksburg  by  way  of  Brentsville,  to 
join  forces  with  General  Holmes,  or  to  withdraw  from  the  intrenched 
camp  and  retire  by  the  Alexandria  and  Orange  Railroad  before  the 
enemy  could  reach  it. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  stated  you  would  propose,  and  did  pro- 
pose, that  General  Johnston  should,  with  the  bulk  of  his  forces,  say 
twenty  thousand,  unite  with  you,  leaving  from  three  to  five  thousand 
men  to  guard  the  passes  of  the  Blue  Ridge  and  to  hold  Patterson  in 
check.  Then,  with  the  combined  forces  of  General  Johnston  and  your- 
self, you  would  move  rapidly  forward  on  Fairfax  Court  House,  establish 
yourself  between  the  two  fines  of  the  enemy,  attack  them  separately 
with  larger  masses,  and  thus  exterminate  them  or  drive  them  into  the 
Potomac.  This  being  done,  General  Johnston,  with  ten  thousand  of 
your  forces  in  addition  to  his  own,  and  rallying  as  he  went  those  left  to 
guard  the  passes,  would  return  at  once  with  superior  numbers,  say 
thirty-five  thousand,  to  attack  and  destroy  Patterson  at  Winchester  or 
wherever  he  might  be.  One  week  from  the  time  of  leaving  Winchester 
would  be  sufficient  to  accomplish  all  this.  Yon  would  then  either 
occupy  the  enemy's  works  in  front  of  Washington  if  he  should  abandon 
them,  or  fall  back  on  your  present  positions,  according  to  circum- 
stances. General  Johnston,  having  disposed  of  Patterson,  would  detach 
a  sufficient  number  from  his  force  to  re-enforce  Garnett  and  make  him 
superior  to  General  McGlellan.  Having  defeated  McOlellan,  General 
Garnett  could  then  unite  with  Johnston,  and  the  two  cross  the  Potomac 
at  the  nearest  point  for  Maryland,  and,  arousing  the  people  as  they  pro- 
ceeded, march  to  the  rear  of  Washington,  while  you  would  attack  it  in 
front 

To  these  propositions  respectful  and  earnest  consideration  was  given 
by  the  President  and  the  two  generals  I  have  mentioned.  The  scheme 
was  considered  brilliant  and  comprehensive,  but  to  its  adoption  at  this 
time  two  leadiug  objections  were  urged  by  the  President  and  by  Gen- 
eral Lee.  One  was  that  General  Johnston's  force  was  not  now  suffi- 
ciently strong  to  allow  of  the  withdrawal  of  numbers  sufficient  to  effect 
your  object,  and  at  the  same  time  leave  enough  to  keep  Patterson  in 
check  and  keep  him  from  coming  down  upon  your  left.  And  the  other 
and  main  objection  was  that  the  enemy  was  as  yet  too  close  to  their 
cover  to  allow  the  reasonable  expectation  of  the  accomplishment  of  your 
object;  that  they  would  immediately  fall  back  upon  their  intrench- 
ments,  or,  being  so  close  to  their  large  reserves,  would  be  quickly  re-en- 
forced in  numbers  sufficient  to  regain  the  superiority  of  numbers,  and 
thus  defeat  your  purpose ;  that  the  combination  might  be  made  at  a 
later  period,  when  the  objection  would  be  removed  by  a  sufficient  iu- 
crease  of  your  armies  and  by  the  lengthening  of  the  enemy's  lines  and 
increase  of  distance  from  cover  and  reserves  for  quick  re-enforcement. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  CHESNTJT,  Jr. 
Richmond,  Va.,  August  4, 1861. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard  : 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Inclosed  I  transmit  copies  of  a  resolution  of  inquiry 
and  the  reply  to  it*  Yon  will  perceive  that  the  answer  was  made  in 
view  of  the  telegram  which  I  inclose  to  you,  that  being  the  only  infor- 
mation then  before  mo.   Since  that  time  it  has  been  communicated  to 

•Not  found. 
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me  that  your  letter  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miles,*  on  the  wants  of  your  army 
and  the  consequences  thei&>f,  was  read  to  the  Congress,  and  hence  the 
inquiry  instituted.  Permit  me  to  request  that  you  will  return  the  tele- 
gram to  me,  which  I  inclosed  io  show  you  the  form  in  which  the  matter 
came  before  me.  Some  excitement  has  been  created  by  your  letters. 
The  quartermaster  and  the  commissary  generals  both  feel  that  they 
liave  been  unjustly  arraigned.  As  for  myself,  I  can  only  say  that  I  have 
endeavored  to  anticipate  wants,  and  any  failure  which  has  occurred 
from  imperfect  knowledge  might  have  been  best  avoided  by  timely 
requisitions  and  estimates.,  I  think  you  are  unjust  to  yourself  in  put- 
ting your  failure  to  pursue  the  enemy  to  Washington  to  the  account 
of  short  supplies  of  subsistence  and  transportation.  Under  the  circum- 
stances of  our  Army,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  knowledge  since  acquired — 
if,  indeed,  the  statements  be  true — it  would  have  been  extremely  hazard- 
ous to  have  done  more  than  was  performed.  You  will  not  fail  to  remem- 
ber that,  so  far  from  knowing  that  the  euemy  was  routed,  a  large  part 
of  our  forces  was  moved  by  you  in  the  night  of  the  21st  to  repel  a  sup- 
posed attack-  upon  our  right,  and  the  next  day's  operations  did  not  fully 
reveal  what  has  since  been  reported  of  the  enemy's  panic.  Enough  was 
done  for  glory,  and  the  measure  of  duty  was  full.  Let  us  rather  show 
the  untaught  that  their  desires  are  unreasonable  than,  by  driveling  on 
possibilities,  recently  developed,  give  form  and  substance  to  the  criti- 
cisms, always  easy  to  those  who  judge  after  the  event. 
With  sincere  esteem,  I  am  your  friend, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 
Richmond,  Va.,  October  30, 1801. 

General  G.  T.  Beaubegabd: 

Sib  :  Yesterday  my  attention  was  called  to  vario»is  newspaper  put  - 
lications,  purporting  to  have  !)een  sent  from  Manassas,  and  to  be  a 
synopsis  of  your  report  of  the  battle  of  July  21  last,  and  in  which  it  is 
represented  that  you  had  been  overruled  by  me  ii  your  plan  for  a  battle 
with  the  enemy  south  of  the  Potomac,  for  the  capture  of  Baltimore  and 
Washington,  and  the  liberation  of  Maryland.  I  inquired  for  your  long- 
expected  report,  and  it  has  to-day  been  submitted  to  my  inspection.  It 
appears,  by  official  indorsement,  to  have  been  received  by  the  Adjutant 
General  on  October  15,  though  it  is  dated  August  26,  1861.  With 
much  surprise  I  found  that  the  newspaper  statements  were  sustained 
by  the  text  of  your  report.  I  was  surprised,  because,  if  we  did  differ  in 
opinion  as  to  the  measures  and  purposes  of  contemplated  campaigns, 
such  fact  could  have  no  appropriate  place  in  the  report  of  a  battle 
Further,  because  it  seemed  to  be  an  attempt  to  exalt  yourself  at  my 
expense,  and  especially  because  no  such  plan  a<  that  described  was 
submitted  to  me.  It  is  true  that  some  tim^  before  it  was  oraered  you 
expressed  a  desire  for  the  junction  of  Genera*  Johnston's  army  with 
your  own.  The  movement  was  postponed  until  the  operations  of  the 
enemy  rendered  it  necessary,  and  until  it  became  thereby  practicable 
to  make  it,  with  safety,  to  the  valley  of  Virginia;  hence  I  believe  was 
secured  the  success  by  which  it  was  attended.  If  you  have  retained  a 
copy  of  the  plan  of  campaign  which,  you  say,  was  submitted  to  me, 
through  Colonel  Ohesnut,  allow  me  to  request  that  you  will  furnish  me 
with  a  duplicate  of  it 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 
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Richmond,  Va.,  October  30, 1861. 
CoL  James  Ohesnut,  Camden,  8.  0. : 

My  Dear  Sis:  I  beg  that  you  will  as  promptly  as  possible  send  me 
a  statement  of  a  communication  made  to  me  by  yourself  on  or  about 
July  13  last,  as  aide  of  General  Beauregard,  in  relation  to  any  proposed 
plan  of  battle  or  campaign.  I  ask  this  because  I  have  had  my  attention 
directed  to  a  synopsis  in  the  newspapers  of  General  Beauregard's  report 
so  entirely  at  variance  with  the  facts  as  they  occurred  that  I  think  it 
well  to  recur  to  your  recollection  of  the  message  brought  by  you  from 
the  general 

I  am,  very  truly,  your  friend, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Camden,  S.  0.,  November  9, 1861. 

To  the  President: 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  this  morning  received  your  letter  of  the  15th  [30] 
ultimo,*  and,  according  to  your  request,  reply  at  once,  although  you 
will  not  get  fit)  as  promptly  as  I  desire,  as  to-morrow,  beiug  Sunday,  no 
mail  leaves  this  place. 

You  ask  me  to  recur  to  my  recollection  and  send  you  a  statement  of  a 
communication  which,  as  aide  to  General  Beauregard,  I  made  to  you  on 
or  about  July  13,  last,  "  in  relation  to  any  proposed  plan  of  battle  or 
campaign." 

On  Saturday  night  or  Sunday  morning  of  J uly  14  last,  about  midnight 
I  received  a  message  from  General  Beauregard,  requesting  my  attend- 
ance at  his  room.  I  immediately  repaired  thither,  and  learned  from 
him  that  he  had  formed  a  plan  of  campaign  which  he  desired  to  lay 
before  the  President,  and  requested  me  to  undertake  the  duty. 

About  6  o'clock  of  the  same  morning  I  left  headquarters  and  arrived 
in  Richmond  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  several  hours  beyond 
the  usual  time  of  arrival.  I  had  two  interviews  with  you  that  day,  one 
in  the  afternoon  and  another  in  company  with  other  persons  during  the 
evening.  Remaining  Monday  for  the  completion  of  my  mission,  I  re- 
turned to  camp  at  Manassas  on  Tuesday  following.  Immediately  after 
reaching  headquarters  of  General  Beauregard  I  made  to  him  verbally 
a  full  report  of  all  things  touching  the  subject-matter  with  which  I  bad 
been  charged. 

On  Thursday,  July  18  last,  while  we  were  preparing  for  the  field,  the 
general  in  person  directed  me  to  make  at  once  a  written  report  or  the 
same  matter.  This  I  did,  and  handed  it  to  the  assistant  adjutant  gen- 
eral, Colonel  Jordan,  who  filed  it  for  information  of  the  general  com- 
manding, when  I  left  the  camp  to  join  the  general  on  the  battle-field. 
I  think  the  written  report  bears  date  of  the  verbal  report,  say  July  16 
last,  and  I  am  sure  is  accurate  and  full  to  the  points  in  question,  accord- 
ing to  the  freshness  of  my  recollection  at  the  time.  I  will  ask  you,  how- 
ever,  to  write  to  General  Beauregard  requesting  a  copy  of  the  report, 
as  I  myself  will  do. 

In  the  mean  time  and  now  I  will  state  to  you  my  recollection  of  the 
interview  and  of  the  contents  of  the  report  I  am  sure  the  two  will  be 
found  identical  in  substance,  however  they  may  vary  in  phraseology.  I 
stated  to  General  Beauregard  that  when  I  arrived  in  Richmond  I  re- 

•  8ee  also  Davis  to  Cbesnut,  November  U,  p.  513. 
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paired  immediately  to  your  apartment,  where  I  learned  you  were  ill  in 
bed;  but  upon  being  notified  of  my  presence  you  at  once  caused  me  to 
be  invited  into  your  chamber,  where  I  was  kindly  and  cordially  received. 
I  informed  you  of  the  object  of  my  visit,  at  which  you  expressed  your- 
self pleased,  and  sent  messages  to  Generals  Cooper  and  Lee  to  meet  us 
that  evening  at  7  o'clock,  with  maps,  in  your  parlor.  I  requested  you 
to  allow  Col  John  S.  Preston,  who  was  then  in  Richmond,  to  be  present 


At  the  time  and  place  appointed  yourself  and  Generals  Cooper  and 
Lee  and  Colonel  Preston  and  myself  assembled.  You  stated  to  the  gen- 
tlemen present  that  I  had  come  with  a  message  from  General  Beaure- 
gard, which  you  then  requested  me  to  explain,  whereupon  I  submitted 
on  the  part  of  General  Beauregard  the  following  propositions : 

That  we  were  standing  in  front  of  the  enemy  with  inferior  forces  at 
all  points ;  that  it  was  desirable,  by  uniting  a  portion  of  our  forces,  to 
outnumber  the  enemy  at  some  important  point:  that  the  most  impor- 

Snt  point  was  the  one  at  Manassas,  and  that  the  indication  then  was 
at  the  enemy  would  soon  advance  upon  us  by  the  Alexandria  and  by 
the  Loudoun  and  Hampshire  Railroad,  having  then  his  advanced  force, 
8,000  or  10,000  strong,  at  or  near  Falls  Church  ;  that  it  was  probable  he 
would  continue  the  movement  towards  Vienna,  Frying  Pan,  and  Pleas 
ant  Valley  to  Hay  Market,  on  the  Manassas  Gap  Railroad,  with  a  view 
to  cut  off  General  Johnston  from  us  by  sending  a  few  thousand  meo 
to  take  possession  of  the  passes  in  the  Blue  Ridge,  namely,  Manassas 
Gap,  Ashby's  Gap,  aud  Turkersville  [Snicker's]  Gap,  and  then  prob 
ably  attempt  to  cut  off  our  communication  with  Richmond  by  the  Orange 
and  Alexandria  Railroad,  and  force  us  to  fight  him  with  great  odds  in 
an  open  country,  or  to  retire  towards  Fredericksburg  by  way  of  Brents 
ville,  to  join  our  forces  with  those  of  General  Holmes,  or  to  withdraw 
from  our  intrenched  camp  at  Manassas  by  the  Orange  [and  Alexandria] 
Railroad  before  the  enemy  could  reach  it ;  that  the  enemy  was  also  ad- 
vancing part  of  his  force  on  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad  on  our 
front,  with  a  view  probably  of  covering  his  movements  on  our  left  by 
threatening  our  center  and  right  with  a  force  of  about  10,000  men. 

In  view  of  this  condition  of  things  General  Beauregard",  through  me, 
at  that  time  proposed  that  General  Johnston  should  at  once  join  him 
with  the  larger  portion  of  his  force,  say  20,000,  leaving  from  3,000  to 
5,000  to  occupy  and  guard  the  gaps  already  mentioned  and  to  hold 
General  Patterson  in  check ;  then,  with  the  combined  forces  of  Generals 
Johnston  and  Beauregard,  make  a  rapid  march  forward  on  Fairfax ; 
establish  themselves  between  the  two  lines  of  the  enemy ;  attack  them 
separately  and  successfully,  and  thus  exterminate  them.  This  being 
done,  General  Johnston  would  return  and  attack  Patterson  with  a  force 
of  abou  t  35,000  men,  made  up  of  about  10,000  of  General  Beauregard's 
and  20,000  of  his  own,  and  gathering  up  on  his  return  the  5,000  which 
were  left  to  guard  the  passes.  All  this  it  was'  thought  could  be  done 
in  one  week  from  the  time  that  General  Johnston  should  leave  Win- 
chester. In  the  mean  time  General  Beauregard,  with  the  10,000,  or 
about  that,  left  with  him,  would  either  hold  his  position,  or  occupy 
the  works  of  the  enemy  in  front  of  Washington,  if  abandoned,  accord- 
ing to  circumstances.  After  General  Johnston  should  take  or  defeat 
Patterson  it  was  proposed  that  he  should  send  from  his  command  a 
force  sufficient  to  General  Garnett  to  outnumber  and  destroy  General 
McClellan,  Garnett  in  the  mean  time  having  received  orders  to  fall  back 
in  the  direction  of  Johnston's  column.  McClellan  being  disposed  of. 
General  Garnett  would  unite  his  forces  with  General  Johnston's,  ana 
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both  cross  tbe  Potomac  at  tbe  nearest  point  into  Maryland,  march  on 
Washington,  taking  it  in  the  rear,  while  General  Beauregard  attacked 
it  in  front,  General  Johnston  in  the  mean  time  arousing  the  people  of 
Maryland  wherever  he  passed  to  the  defense  of  their  homes  and  indc- 

After  I  had  laid  before  you  these  views,  both  yourself  and  General  Lee 
spoke  in  terms  of  kindness  and  compbment  to  General  Beauregard; 
thought  the  plan  well  conceived,  and  might  be  brilliant  in  its  results  if 
we  should  meet  with  no  disaster  in  the  details,  and  if  the  time  for  its 
execution  had  arrived.  General  Jx?e  expressed  the  opinion,  to  which 
you  assented,  that  tbe  time  for  its  execution  had  not  yet  arrived, 
with  deference  I  asked  General  Lee  for  the  reason  upon  which  the 
opinion  was  founded.  He  proceeded  to  say  the  subject  had  been 
thought  of  generally.  He  thought  the  enemy  was  as  yet  too  close  to 
his  cover;  that  if  he  found  us  with  combined  and  superior  forces  before 
him  he  would  not,  or  might  not,  give  battle,  but  retire  behind  the  pro- 
tection of  the  guns  of  his  intreuchments,  and  thus  defeat  the  objects  of 
our  combination:  that  in  such  an  event  we  would  be  put  to  a  great  dis- 
advantage of  achieving  nothing  and  leaving  the  other  points  exposed, 
&c;  that  in  his  opinion  it  would  be  better  to  draw  the  enemy  farther 
from  his  intrench  men  ts,  and  by  lengthening  to  weaken  his  line,  which 
would  give  us  a  better  chance  of  success,  &c. 

Many  other  matters  were  spoken  of  at  that  interview  as  to  the  war 
generally,  its  pobc> ,  the  character  of  our  forces,  &c. ;  but  as  they  did 
not  pertain  to  the  object  of  mj  mission,  they  were  not  mentioned  in  my 
report  nor  are  repeated  here. 

I  believe  J  have  given  you  the  snm  and  substance  of  what  occurred 
at  the  interview  referred  to  in  relation  to  the  matter  in  question,  and 
what  is  contained  in  the  report  which  I  made  in  writing  to  General 
Beauregard.  I  do  not  at  this  time  pretend  to  verbal  accuracy,  but  feel 
satisfied  of  the  correctness  of  the  substance  of  the  matter.  I  had  at  the 
time,  and  I  have  before  me  now,  a  memorandum  of  the  points  submitted 
by  me  on  the  part  of  General  Beauregard. 

I  am  sure  a  full  and  dispassionate  investigation  and  consideration  of 
this  subject  will  leave  little  ground  for  dissatisfaction.  The  success  of 
our  cause  depends  not  merely  on  the  ability  and  fidelity,  but  to  a  great 
extent  also  on  the  harmony  and  hearty  co-operation,  of  those  who  are 
chief  and  chosen  instruments  in  the  direction  of  our  affairs.  Any  ex- 
tended distrust  in  the  crisis  of  our  fate  will  bring  dire  calamities  upon 
ns.  We  must  heed  not  the  unwise  babbling  of  some  nor  the  deliberate 
malice  of  many.  Yourself  and  your  generals  are  alike  elevated  above 
the  reach  of  unworthy  considerations.  Firm  in  the  consciousness  of 
right,  devoting  all  your  faculties  to  the  triumph  ot  a  common  and  a 
noble  cause,  you  and  they  can  already  afford  to  live  in  the  clear  light 
of  a  future  judgment 

With  great  respect,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  CHESNUT,  Jr. 


Richmond,'  Va.,  November  3,  1861. 

General  J.  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Potomac : 

Sib  :  Reports  have  been  and  are  being  widely  circulated  to  Vie  effect 
that  I  prevented  General  Beauregard  from  pursuing  the  enemy  after 
the  battle  of  Manassas,  and  had  subsequently  restrained  him  from  ad- 
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vaucing  upon  Washington  City.  Though  such  statements  may  have 
been  made  merely  for  my  injury,  and  in  that  view  might  be  postponed 
to  a  more  convenient  seasou,  they  have  acquired  importance  from  the 
fact  that  they  have  served  to  create  distrust,  to  excite  disappointment, 
and  must  embarrass  the  administration  in  its  further  efforts  to  re-enforce 
the  armies  of  tfye  Potomac,  and,  generally,  to  provide  for  the  public 
defense.  For  these  public  considerations  I  call  upon  you,  as  the  com- 
manding general,  and  as  a  party  to  all  the  conferences  held  by  me 
on  July  21  and  22,  to  say  whether  I  obstructed  the  pursuit  of  the 
enemy  after  the  victory  at  MauassaM,  or  have  ever  objected  to  an  ad- 
vance or  other  active  operations  which  it  was  feasible  for  the  Army  to 
undertake.0 

Very  respectfully,  your?,  &c., 

JEFFBKSON  DAVIS. 


KiciMOND,  VA..  Xovemoer  4,  1861. 
Cooper  and  Lee,  0.  8.  Army: 

Gentlemen:  The  injurious  effect  produced  by  stattiioants,  widely 
published,  to  show  that  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  had  been  needlessly 
doomed  to  inactivity  by  my  rejection  of  plans  for  vigorous  movements 
against  the  enemy  which  were  presented  to  me  by  General  Beauregard, 
induces  me  to  ask  you  to  state  what  was  the  commnnication  made  by 
that  officer  through  the  Hon.  Mr.  OLesuut,  on  the  subject  of  his  posi- 
tion at  Manassas  in  July  last,  and  what  were  the  propositions  and  re- 
quests then  conveyed  to  me.  You  are  invited  to  refer  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  General  Beauregard's  report  of  the  battle  of  Manassas,  that  yon 
may  see  how  far  the  statement  made  therein  agrees  with  the  communi- 
cation made  to  me  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ch*snut  in  the  interview  at  which 
you  were  present 

I  have  requested  General  Beauregard  to  furnish  me  with  a  duplicate 
of  the  plan  of  battle  and  campaign,  which  he  says  in  his  report  was 
submitted  to  me,  but  have  not  received  an  answer. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Kiohmond,  VA.,  November  9,  1861. 

To  his  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  of  Confederate  States  : 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  that  I  was  present  at  an  interview  in  the  parlor  of  the  Spottswood 
Hotel,  on  the  occasion  referred  to  in  General  Beauregard's  introductory 
remarks  in  his  report  of  the  battle  of  Manassas,  wherein  he  states  that 
he  dispatched,  on  July  13,  one  of  his  staff,  Col.  James  Chesnut,of  South 
Carolina,  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  President  a  plan  of  oper- 
ations, &c. 

My  impression  in  respect  to  that  interview  is  that  General  Beaure- 
gard, being  fully  satisfied  that  an  early  attack  would  be  made  on  his 
position  by  the  enemy,  greatly  superior  in  force,  and  feeling  the  neces- 
sity for  additional  M  to  enable  him  to  give  battle  on  more  equal  terms, 

*Anawcr,  if  any,  not  fou^d. 
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had  sent  Colonel  Chesnut  to  urge  upon  the  President  an  increase  from 
General  Johnston's  command,  then  in  the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah. 
1  am  also  under  the  impression  that  it  was  represented  on  the  part  of 
Genei-al  Beauregard  that,  if  compelled  to  abandon  his  position  by  su- 
perior numbers,  he  would  retire  by  Fredericksburg,  or  in  the  direction 
of  the  Rappahannock.  Beyond  these  representations  or  suggestions 
I  am  not  sensible  that  any  plan  of  operations  was  submitted,  whether 
written  or  oral ;  nor  can  I  call  to  mind  that  any  written  communica- 
tion from  General  Beauregard  was  made  to  the  President  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  interview.  In  respect  to  receiving  aid  from  General  John- 
ston, it  will  be  recollected  that  that  officer  had  in  his  front  a  large  force 
of  the  enemy,  at  least  double  his  own  numbers,  and  it  would  have  been 
fatal  to  our  cause  in  the  valley  to  have  sent  away  at  that  time  any  con- 
siderable portion  of  his  command  for  the  object  contemplated  by  Gen- 
eral Beauregard.  STor  was  it  possible  for  him  to  do  so,  with  any  reason- 
ble  hope  of  success,  until  the  tardiness  and  inactivity  of  the  enemy  in 
his  front  rendered  such  movement  practicable,  when  it  was  finally 
accomplished  under  your  telegraphic  instructions  of  July  17,  which 
resulted  in  the  success  of  our  arms  at  the  battle  of  Manassas  on  the  21st. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 
General)  C  8.  Arwy. 


Richmond,  Va.,  November  11, 18QL 

Col.  James  Chesnut  : 

My  Deab  Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  yours  of  the  2d 
instaAt,  in  reply  to  my  inquiry  of  the  30th  ultimo.*  My  memory  is 
confirmed  as  to  the  fact  that  you  delivered  to  me  orally  a  message  from 
General  Beauregard,  but  left  with  me  no  plan  of  battle  or  of  campaign ; 
and  I  regret,  as  our  conversation  was  to  be  reported  and  to  be  filed  with 
the  papers  of  General  Beauregard,  that  the  propositions  were  not  re- 
duced to  writing  and  submitted  for  a  written  reply,  or  at  least  that  I 
was  not  permitted  to  see  the  report  of  the  interview  before  it  became  a 
public  document.  I  well  remember  that  you  came  to  explain  the  hazard 
of  General  Beauregard's  position,  and  to  ask  for  re-enforcements,  sug- 
gesting that  General  Johnston  should  make  a  junction  with  him;  but 
do  not  remember  that  any  proposition  was  made  to  select  Fairfax  Court- 
House  as  a  battle-field,  and  cannot  realize  how  1  should  have  objected 
to  the  choice  of  that  field,  as  I  did  not  then  know  how  bad  a  selection 
it  would  have  been.  The  rest  seems  to  have  been  merely  hypothetical 
propositions,  and  such  as  would  only  have  impressed  themselves  on  my 
memory  by  their  errors,  both  as  to  numbers  of  available  troops  and 
topography  of  the  country.  The  general's  report  does  not  give  those 
details,  but  presents  a  summary  of  things  which  no  one  desired  more 
than  myself,  with  a  conclusion  that  the  plan  for  their  achievement  was 
not  accepted,  &c.  Thus  has  apparent  confirmation  been  given  to  the 
slander  that  I  would  not  permit  the  Army  to  advance  to  the  capture  of 
Washington  and  the  liberation  of  Maryland,  attributing  to  me  political 
views  which  I  think  you  must  know  were  not  entertained  by  me.  The 
importance  of  this  is  not  any  effect  it  may  have  on  me  individually,  but 
is  the  injury  inflicted  on  the  public  interest  by  the  belief  created  that 
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the  Army  has  been  doomed  to  inactivity,  to  avoid  the  exasperation  of 

the  enemy. 

That  I  have  not  heeded  "the  unwise  babbling  of  some  nor  the  delib- 
erate malice  of  many,"  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  they  were  never 
noticed  by  me  until  a  respectable  foundation  appeared  for  them.  My 
confidence  and  friendship  for  General  Beauregard  have  been  unmistak- 
ably manifested,  and  none  can  regret  more  than  myself  the  error  he 
has  committed  in  bringing  extraneous  matter  into  his  report  of  a  battle, 
without  any  perceivable  motive  for  so  doing  which  is  consistent  with 
the  good  opinion  I  entertained  of  him.  To  a  request  for  a  duplicate  of 
the  plan  of  battle  and  campaign,  which  he  had  reported  was  submitted 
to  me  through  you,  he  replies  by  assuring  me  that  the  plan,  as  stated  in 
his  report,  is  the.  one  you  were  sent  to  submit — that  he  has  a  written 
statement  of  the  result  of  your  conference  with  me,  which  has  been  sent 
to  New  Orleans,  and  of  which  he  promises  to  furnish  a  copy. 

Your  letter  shows  that  you  bore  merely  a  message  from  General 
Beauregard,  ami  his  official  announcement  of  a  plan  of  operations  sub- 
mitted but  not  accepted  is  poorly  sustained  by  reference  to  a  conversa- 
tion with  me  by  a  third  person,  even  though  it  was  reduced  to  writing 
alter  having  been  oral  I  v  communicated  to  him.  When  the  newspapers 
published  a  synopsis  of  General  Beauregard's  report,  in  which  reference 
is  made  to  the  plan  said  to  have  been  submitted  to  me  by  him,  I  could 
not  believe  he  was  responsible  for  the  statement  until  I  saw  his  report. 

I  accept  your  friendly  advice  in  the  spirit  which  suggests  it,  and  can 
assure  you  that  our  cause  is  to  me  so  far  above  any  personal  considera- 
tions, that  I  can  find  no  difficulty  in  fully  co-operating  with  any  one  who 
can  and  will  promote  its  success. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Richmond,  November  12, 1861. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Comdg.  District  of  Potomac,  Centreville,  Va. : 

General:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,*  and  in 
compliance  with  your  request  have  caused  to  be  affixed  to  your  report 
of  the  battle  of  Manassas  the  date  of  your  letter  of  the  14th  October, 
which  accompanied  it,  although  this  was  unnecessary,  inasmuch  as  the 
letter  had  already  been  filed  with  the  report  itself. 

In  respect  to  the  strategic  portion  of  the  report  as  an  obstacle  to  its 
publication,  I  would  remark  that  it  is  a  rule  of  the  Department  to  fur- 
nish copies  of  reports  of  battles  *only  to  Congress,  by  whose  authority 
alone  they  are  printed.  Under  this  rule  they  are  withheld  from  publi- 
cation by  the  Department  in  the  daily  papers.  Some  few  of  these 
reports  of  battles  have  found  their  way  into  the  papers,  feut  the  news- 
papers obtained  their  copies  before  the  reports  reached  this  office. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  COOPER, 
AdjL  and  Jnap.  Oen. 

p.  s. — I  am  unable  to  account  for  the  irregularity  of  the  mails  between 
this  city  and  Centreville,  and  this  reminds  me  that  I  duly  received  your 
note  of  the  23d  October,  in  which  you  asked  for  information  in  respect 
to  aides-de-camp  and  other  matters,  and  to  which  I  promptly  replied  as 
fully  as  I  had  the  means  of  doing,  offering  at  the  same  time  to  supply 

•  Page  505. 
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might  require.   I  was  surprised 


S.  0. 


COOSAWHATOHIK,  8.  0.,  tfowmder  24, 1861. 

His  Excellency  The  President  op  the  Conpederate  States  : 

My  absence  oa  an  examination  of  the  coast  of  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia  has  prevented  until  now  my  reply  to  your  note  of  the  4th  in- 
stant, asking  what  communication  was  made  by  General  Beauregard  to 
you  through  the  honorable  Mr.  Chesnut  on  the  subject  of  his  position  at 
Manassas  in  July  last,  and  what  were  the  propositions  and  requests  con- 
veyed by  him. 

I  have  not  seen  the  report  of  General  Beauregard  of  the  battle  of 
Manassas,  and  am  unable  to  refer  to  his  introductory  statement  to  which 
you  call  my  attention.  I  cannot,  therefore,  say  how  far  it  agrees  with 
the  communication  of  Mr.  Chesnut  I  recollect,  however,  that  at  the 
interview  at  which  I  was  present  Mr.  Chesnut  urged,  on  the  part  of 
General  Beauregard,  the  importance  of  re-enforcing  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac to  enable  it  to  oppose  the  Federal  forces  accumulating  in  its  front 
As  a  means  of  accomplishing  this  end  he  suggested  that  a  portion  of  the 
Army  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  under  General  Johnston,  be  ordered  to 
join  it  With  the  aid  thus  afforded  General  Beauregard  thought  he 
could  successfully  resist  an  attack  of  the  enemy.  Should  he  succeed  in 
repulsing  him,  he  could  in  turn  re-enforce  General  Johnston.  Should 
General  Johnston  succeed  in  driving  back  General  Patterson,  then  in 
his  front,  he  could  re-enforce  the  Army  in  Northwestern  Virginia.  The  ad- 
vantages of  the  union  of  the  armies  on  the  Potomac  had  been  more  than 
once  the  subject  of  consideration  by  you,  and  I  do  not  recollect  that  at 
the  interview  in  question  they  were  less  apparent.  The  difficulty  of 
timing  the  march  of  the  troops  so  as  to  benefit  one  army  without  jeop- 
ardizing the  object  of  the  other  was  therefore  mainly  considered,  and 
you  decided  that  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in  and  about  Alexandria 
were  not  sufficiently  demonstrative  to  warrant  the  withdrawing  of  any 
of  the  forces  from  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  A  few  days  afterwards,  how- 
ever— I  think  three  or  four — the  reports  from  General  Beauregard  showed 
so  clearly  the  enemy's  purpose,  that  you  ordered  General  Johnston,  with 
his  effective  force,  to  march  at  once  to  the  support  of  General  Beaure- 
gard, and  directed  General  Holmes,  with  such  troops  as  could  be  spared 
from  the  defense  of  the  approaches  to  Fredericksburg,  to  move  upon 
Manassas. 

The  successful  combinatiou  of  the  armies  was  made,  and  the  glorious 
victory  of  July  21  fallowed. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c, 

R  B.  LEE. 


No.  86. 


Report  of  Ma).  J.  B.  Walton,  Battalion  Washington  Artillery. 

Heaquarters  Battalion  Washington  Artillery, 

Near  Stone  Bridge,  on  Bull  Run,  Va.,  July  22, 1861. 

General:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  on  the  morning  of  the  21sc 
(Sunday)  the  battalion  of  Washington  Artillery,  consisting  of 
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four  companies,  numbering  two  hundred  aud  eighty-four  officers  and 
men  and  thirteen  guns — six  6-pounders,  smooth  bore,  four  12-po  under 
howitzers,  and  three  rifled  6-pounders,  all  bronze — under  my  command, 
was  assigned  to  duty  as  follows : 

Four  12-ponnder  howitzers,  under  command  of  Lieut  T.  L.  Rosser, 
commanding,  Lieut.  0.  0.  Lewis,  Lieut  C.  H.  Slocomb,  and  Lieut  H.  A. 
Battles,  with  General  Ewell's  Second  Brigade,  at  Union  Mills  Ford. 
Two  6-pounders,  smooth  bore,  under  command  of  Oapt  M.  B.  Miller, 
Lieut  Joseph  Norcom,  with  General  Jones'  Third  Brigade,  at  McLean's 
Ford.  One  rifled  G -pounder  and  one  smooth  6  pounder,  under  command 
of  Lieut.  J.  J.  Gurnet  t.  Lieut  L.  A.  Adam  (reported  sick  after  being 
engaged  in  the  battle  of  the  18th  instant),  with  General  Longstreet's 
Fourth  Brigade,  at  Blackburn's  Ford.  Five  guns,  three  smooth  0  pound- 
ers, two  rifled  6-pounders,  under  command  of  Lieut  0.  W.  Squires, 
Lieut  J.  B.  Richardson,  and  Lieut.  J.  B.  Whittington,  with  Colonel 
Early's  Fifth  Brigade,  then  bivouacked  near  McLean's  farm  house. 

At  about  7  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  an  order  was  communi- 
cated to  me  to  follow  with  the  battery  under  Lieutenant  Squires  the 
brigade  of  General  Jackson,  then  on  the  march  towards  Stone  Bridge. 
Every  preparation  having  been  previously  made,  the  order  to  mount 
was  immediately  given  and  the  battery  moved  forward,  arriving  at 
Lewis'  farm  house  just  in  time  to  receive  the  first  fire  from  the  enemy's 
guns,  then  in  position  near  stone  bridge.  Here  I  was  ordered  to  halt 
and  await  orders  from  General  Bee. 

Shortly  after  8.30  o'clock  a.  m.  I  detached  two  rifled  guns,  under 
Lieutenant  Richardson,  and  took  position  about  one-half  mile  to  the 
left  of  the  Lewis  farm  house,  where  the  enemy  was  found  in  large  num- 
bers. Fire  was  at  once  opened  by  the  section  under  Lieutenant  Rich- 
ardson, and  continued  with  good  effect  until  his  situation  became  so 
perilous  that  he  was  obliged  to  withdraw,  firing  retiring  until  his  guns 
were  out  of  range,  when  he  limbered  up  and  reported  to  me.  In  this 
engagement  one  of  the  enemy's  pieces  was  dismounted  by  a  shot  from 
the  rifled  gun  directed  by  First  Sergeant  Edward  Owen,  First  Com- 
pany, and  other  serious  work  was  accomplished. 

Now,  under  direction  of  General  Cocke,  I  took  position  in  battery  on 
the  hili  in  front  of  Lewis'  farm  house,  my  guns  directed  toward  stone 
bridge,  where  it  was  reported  the  enemy  was  about  to  attack.  Shortly 
before  10  o'clock  orders  were  communicated  to  me  to  advance  with  my 
battery  to  a  point,  which  was  indicated,  near  the  position  lately  occupied 
by  the  section  under  Lieutenant  Richardson.  Here  we  at  once  opened 
fire,  soon  obtaining  the  range  with  the  rifled  guns  against  artillery  and 
the  6-pounders,  with  round-shot,  spherical  case,  and  canister  against 
infantry,  scattering  by  our  well-directed  fire  death,  destruction,  ana  con- 


get  our  range,  we  advanced  by  hand  to  the  front  until  finally  the  bat- 
tery was  upon  the  crown  of  the  hill,  entirely  exposed  to  the  view  of 
their  artillery  and  infantry.  At  this  moment  their  fire  fell  like  hail 
around  us,  the  artillery  in  front  of  our  position  evidently  suffering 
greatly  from  the  concentration  of  fire  from  my  guns  and  those  of  the 
battery  on  my  right,  and  notwithstanding  we  were  at  this  time  also  sub- 
jected to  a  terrific  fire  of  infantry  on  our  left,  my  guns  were  as  rapidly 
and  beautifully  served  by  the  cannoneers,  with  as  much  composure  and 
silence  as  they  are  when  upon  the  ordinary  daily  drill. 

The  batteries  of  the  enemy  on  our  front  having  become  silenced,  and 
the  fire  of  the  infantry  upon  our  left  increasing,  I  considered  it  prudent 
to  remove  my  battery  from  the  then  exposed  position,  being  nearly  out 
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of  ammunition  (some  of  the  gnns  having  only  a  few  rounds  left  in  the 
boxes).  The  order  to  limber  to  the  rear  was  consequently  given,  and 
my  battery,  followed  by  the  battery  on  my  right,  was  removed  to  its 
first  position  upon  the  elevated  ground  near  Lewis*  farm  house. 

At  about  1  o'clock,  as  nearly  as  I  can  now  calculate,  Lieutenant 
Squires  was  detailed  with  three  6-pounders,  and  took  position  near  the 
road  leading  to  the  stone  bridge  from  Lewis'  farm  house  and  directed 
against  the  enemy's  artillery,  which  had  now  opened  fire  upon  our  posi- 
tion from  the  vicinity  of  stone  bridge.  This  fire  having  been  silenced 
by  some  guns  of  Colonel  Pendleton  and  the  guns  of  my  battery  under 
Lieutenant  Squires,  we  discovered  from  the  position  on  the  hill  the  en- 
emy in  full  retreat  across  the  fields  in  range  of  my  rifled  guns.  I  opened 
fire  upon  their  retreating  columns,  which  was  continued  with  admirable 
effect,  scattering  and  causing  them  to  spread  over  the  fields  in  the 
greatest  confusion,  until  I  was  ordered  to  discontinue  by  General  Jack- 
son, and  save  my  ammunition  for  whatever  occasion  might  now  arise. 
Subsequently  I  was  permitted  by  General  Johnston  to  open  fire  again, 
which  was  now,  after  having  obtained  the  range,  like  target  practice, 
so  exactly  did  each  shot  do  its  work ;  the  enemy,  by  thousands,  in  the 
greatest  disorder,  at  a  double-quick,  received  our  fire  and  the  fire  from 
the  Parrott  guns  of  the  battery  alongside,  dealing  terrible  destruction 
at  every  discharge. 

This  ended  the  battle  of  the  21st,  the  last  gun  having  been  fired  from 
one  of  the  rifles  of  my  battery.  The  guns  of  this  battery,  under  com- 
mand of  Captain  Miller,  with  General  Jones'  brigade,  ana  Lieutenant 
Garnet t,  with  General  LongstreeVs  brigade,  were  not  engaged  at  their 
respective  points,  although  under  flre  a  portion  of  the  day.  The  how- 
itzer battery,  under  Lieutenant  Commanding  Rosser,  with  General 
E well's  brigade,  was  on  the  march  from  2  o'clock  p.  m.  in  the  direction 
of  Fairfax  Court-House,  and,  returning  by  .  way  of  Union  Mills  Ford, 
arrived  with  the  reserve  at  my  position  unfortunately  too  late  to  take 
part  in  the  engagement,  notwithstanding  the  battery  was  moved  at  a 
trot  and  the  canonneers  at  a  double-quick  the  entire  distance  from  Union 
Mills  Ford. 

In  this  battle  my  loss  has  been  one  killed,  Sergeant  J.  D.  Reynolds, 
Fourth  Company  ^  two  wounded  slightly,  Corporal  E.  C.  Payne,  First 
Company,  and  Private  George  L.  Crutcher,  Fourth  Company.  There 
were  three  horses  wounded,  two  belonging  to  the  battery  and  one  offi- 


I  cannot  conclude  this  official  report  without  the  expression  of  my 
grateful  thanks  to  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command  for  their 
gallant  behavior  during  the  entire  day.  They  fought  like  veterans,  and 
no  man  hesitated  in  the  performance  of  any  duty,  or  in  taking  any  posi- 
tion to  which  it  was  indicated  they  were  required.  'In  a  word,  I  desire 
to  say  these  men  are  entirely  worthy  of  the  noble  State  that  has  sent 
them  forth  to  battle  for  the  independence  of  the  Confederate  States. 

To  Lieutenant  Squires,  commanding,  I  desire  especially  to  direct  your 
attention.  A  young  officer,  the  second  time  under  fire  (having  been 
in  the  engagement  of  the  18th),  he  acted  his  part  m  a  manner  worthy 
of  a  true  soldier  and  a  brave  man.  He  is  an  example  rarely  to  be  met. 
Lieutenants  Richardson  and  Whittington,  each  with  his  battery  in  the 
engagement  of  the  18th,  were  in  this  battle,  and  bravely  did  their  duty. 
Lieut.  Will  Owen,  adjutant,  and  Lieut' James  Dealing,  Virginia  forces, 
attached  to  this  battalion,  accompanied  me.  To  them  I  am  indebted: 
for  valuable  services  upon  the  field.   Frequently  were  they  ordered  to 
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positions  of  great  danger,  and  promptly  and  bravely  did  they 
quit  themselves  of  any  duty  they  were  called  upon  to  perform. 

I  could  mention  individual  instances  of  bravery  and  daring  on  the 
part  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  would  it  not  be  invidious 
where  all  behaved  so  well. 

In  conclusion,  general,  I  can  only  say  I  am  gratified  to  know  we  have 
done  our  duty  as  we  were  pledged  to  do. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  WALTON, 

^^^^^^^^^^^^y  ^^^^^^^I^J^HjH  ^^^^^  j  n  * 

Brig.  Gen.  Q.  T.  Beauregard. 

Commanding  Division,  C.  8.  Army. 


No.  86. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  L.  Bonlum,  G.  8.  Army,  commanding  First 

Brigade,  First  Corps. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brig.,  First  Corps,  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

Camp  Gregg,  August  1, 1861. 

General  :  I  had  ordered  reports  from  my  officers  of  the  operations 
of  the  21st  of  July  previous  to  the  1st  instant,  though  I  had  not  until 
that  day  received  instructions  to  do  so.  Between  the  18th  and  21st  of 
July  I  placed  on  my  exteme  left  Kershaw's  regiment  with  Kemper's 
battery,  both  to  give  support  to  the  left  or  center  of  your  whole  line, 
as  circumstances  might  require,  and  to  keep  watch  on  the  enemy's 
movements,  should  he  attempt  to  cross  any  part  of  his  force  by  Cub 
Bun  Ford,  between  Colonel  Cocke's  position  at  stone  bridge  and  my  own 
at  Bull  Bun.  Colonel  Kirkland's  regiment  was  placed  in  my  center,  on 
the  ground  previously  occupied  by  Colonel  Kershaw.  The  enemy  con- 
tinued up  to  evening  of  the  20th  to  make  some  display  of  force  in  my 
front,  but  to  what  extent  it  was  impossible  to  ascertain,  as  his  force 
was  under  cover  of  the  hills  and  woods.  My  command  was  kept  on 
the  alert,  and  my  scouts  and  pickets  kept  careful  watch  on  his  move- 
ments, under  the  expectation  that  he  was  preparing  to  move  directly  on 
my  position. 

About  2.30  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  Colonel  Kirkland,  field 
officer  of  the  day  for  my  command,  a  vigilant  officer,  came  in  from  visit- 
ing his  pickets  beyond  the  run  ana  informed  me  that  ho  had  beard  the 
rumbling  to  my  left  front  of  artillery  wagons.  I  directed  him  to  renew 
his  efforts  to  ascertain  its  character,  and  before  daylight  he  confirmed 
his  suspicions  that  it  was  the  enemy  in  force,  which  I  communicated  to 
headquarters.  I  also  sent  across  the  run  General  McGowan,  one  of  my 
volunteer  aides,  who  brought  me  the  same  intelligence.  I  directed  him 
to  report  to  you  in  person,  and  crossing  myself  (it  was  now  light)  to  the 
grove  near  Butler's  house,  directly  in  my  front,  I  perceived  by  my  field- 
glass,  dimly  in  the  distance,  the  enemy  in  large  force  proceeding  along 
the  Warrenton  turnpike  towards  the  stone  bridge,  Colonel  Cocke's 
position.  This  fact  I  immediately  communicated  to  headquarters,  and 
directed  my  whole  command  to  prepare  for  action,  as  I  supposed  the 
assault  would  be  made  early  along  our  whole  line. 

Early  in  the  morning  the  enemy's  fire  was  opened  upon  my  position 
from  the  batteries  in  my  front,  throwing  shot  and  shell  from  rifled  can- 
non, and  kept  up  until  the  afternoon,  with  occasional  exchanges  of  small- 
arms  between  the  advance  troops.  The  distance  was  such  that  my  own 
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field  pieces  could  do  bat  little  execution,  and  my  flre  was  reserved  for 
a  closer  encounter.  My  men  occupied  through  the  day  the  trenches 
under  this  pretty  regular  fire  of  shell  and  shot,  exhibiting  a  coolness 
and  steadiness  worthy  of  veterans. 

While  standing  a  little  after  noon  with  General  Johnston  and  your- 
self on  Lookout  Hill,  in  rear  of  my  position,  watching  the  progress  of 
the  engagement  on  my  left,  where  the  enemy's  chief  force  seemed  to 
be  concentrating.  I  received  an  order  from  yourself  in  person  to  detach 
to  the  support  of  our  troops  engaged  on  the  left,  two  of  my  regiments, 
with  one  battery.  I  immediately  sent  forward  Kershaw  and  Cash  with 
Kemper's  battery. 

Between  5  and  6  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  I  received  an  order  from 
General  Johnston  to  move  forward  upon  Centreville  with  most  of  my 
command  and  General  Longstreet's,  which  order  was  at  once  obeyed. 
Before  we  had  reached  the  position  which  the  enemy  had  occupied  in 
our  front  he  abandoned  his  camp,  with  indications  of  a  precipitate  re- 
treat. I  continued  the  pursuit  to  near  Centreville,  when  the  enemy 
opened  with  his  artillery  upon  the  ronte  of  my  column  as  indicated  by 
the  dust.  Colonel  Lay,  with  a  small  escort,  having  gone  forward  to 
make  a  reconnaissance,  found  his  artillery  and  infantry  drawn  up  on  the 
hills  between  the  run  and  Centreville,  covering  the  approach  to  that 
place.  I  ordered  my  own  infantry  to  deploy  in  the  woods  to  the  left  of 
the  road  and  General  Longstreet's  to  the  right,  placing,  a  battery  of 
artillery  in  the  road,  and  the  cavalry  in  the  rear,  under  cover. 

By  the  time  the  deployment  was  completed  it  was  dark.  After  the 
lapse  of  a  half  hour  or  more  I  moved  the  whole  command  to  the  run,  to 
refresh  themselves  preparatory  to  executing  such  order  as  I  might  re- 
ceive from  you,  reporting  the  fact  to  yourself  at  Manassas.  During  the 
night  the  enemy  abandoned  his  position  at  Centreville.  On  the  follow- 
ing morning  I  received  an  order  to  move  forward  with  two  regiments, 
some  artillery  aud  cavalry,  to  Centreville,  where  my  command,  during 
an  incessant  fall  of  rain,  took  possession  of  and  collected  together  as  far 
as  practicable  a  large  quantity  of  commissary  supplies,  tents,  wagons, 
horses,  with  one  piece  of  artillery,  four  caissons,  and  a  -large  quantity 
of  ammunition,  and  a  number  of  prisoners,  sending  to  Manassas  all  that 
could  be  forwarded  that  evening.  The  following  day  I  was  ordered  to 
occupy  Vienna. 

I  shall  find  it  difficult  to  do  justice  to  the  fortitude,  the  patriotism, 
and  the  steady  courage  of  the  officers  and  men  composing  my  command, 
through  their  hard  labors  of  several  weeks  in  the  trenches  at  Fairfax 
Court- House:  the  falling  back  from  that  place  to  Bull  Run,  and  their 
occupation  oi  the  trenches  for  four  successive  days  through  all  changes 
of  weather,  much  of  the  time  without  food,  and  entirely  without  cover- 
ing; their  readiness  to  meet  the  foe  at  any  odds  at  Fairfax,  and  the  will- 
ingness to  encounter  him  at  all  times  at  Bull  Bun,  command  my  highest 
admiration.  To  those  gentlemen  who  belonged  to  my  staff  in  South 
Carolina  as  the  major-general  of  the  South  Carolina  State  troops,  and 
who  so  promptly  responded  to  the  first  call  from  the  State  of  Virginia 
for  assistance,  at  all  times  cheerfully  rendering  me  every  aid  in  their 
power  in  the  organization  of  the  troops  which  have  been  at  different 
times  under  my  command,  coming  with  me  to  Manassas  at  the  beginning 
of  military  operations  in  this  quarter,  and  sustaining  me  under  every 
trial  and  difficulty,  I  am  much  indebted.  Col.  W.  C.  Moragne,  Maj.  S. 
W.  Nelson,  and  Maj.  B.  H.  Whitner,  of  my  regular  staff',  and  Maj.  E. 
Spann  Hammond,  of  my  volunteer  staff,  were  called  home  by  imperative 
duties  previous  to  these  operations.   To  Lieut.  CoL  W.  D.  Simpson,  Lieut. 
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Col.  A.  P.  Aldrich,  and  Lieut.  Ool.  James  M.  Lipscomb,  of  my  regular 
staff,  am  I  greatly  indebted  for  most  active  and  efficient  services  dur- 
ing the  whole  time  of  the  operations  of  my  command  from  the  17th  to 
the  22d  of  July,  inclusive,  each  executing  every  order  delivered  him 
with  the  utmost  alacrity,  and  frequently  under  circumstances  of  peril. 
I  am  also  indebted  to  Maj.  Thomas  J.  Davies,  of  my  regular  staff,  and 
Maj.  8.  W.  Melton,  and  Alfred  Moss  (the  latter  of  Virginia},  my  volunteer 
aides,  for  similar  active  and  efficient  services;  and  to  Major  Melton  I 
am  further  indebted  for  very  valuable  aid  as  military  secretary.  I  am 
also  much  indebted  to  my  volunteer  aides,  Majs.  S.  S.  Tompkins,  W.  P. 
Butler^  and  M.  B.  Lipscomb,  for  valuable  assistance  in  the  performance 
of  vanous  duties  connected  with  my  command  from  the  time  they 
joined  me  at  Centreville  to  the  close  of  the  operations.  To  General  S. 
McGowan,  volunteer  aide,  who  also  joined  me  at  Centreville,  I  am  under 
many  obligations  for  his  valuable  assistance  during  the  operations  of 
my  command  from  the  17th  to  the  21st,  inclusive,  under  circumstances 
of  peril  and  exposure. 

I  desire  to  mention  in  most  favorable  terms  the  valuable  services  of 
Col.  George  W.  Lay,  Virginia  forces,  who  acted  as  my  adjutant-general 
during  the  above-mentioned  operations.  To  Capt  W.  H.  Stevens,  of 
the  Engineers,  C.  S.  Army,  am  I  greatly  indebted  for  his  indefatigable 
labors  in  putting  Fairfax  Court-House  in  a  state  of  defense,  ana  his 
constant  attention  to  the  execution  of  all  orders  extended  through  him, 
both  in  camp  and  in  the  field.  It  is  also  proper  to  mention  the  valuable 
aid  rendered  Captain  Stevens  by  General  Johnson  Hagood,  of  South 
Carolina;  Professor  Venable,  of  South  Carolina  College ;  and  Mr.  Nyllis,  of 
the  Eighth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  as  volunteer  assistant 
engineer  in  the  construction  of  the  works  at  Fairfax  Court-House.  Of 
Captains  Wickham,  Ball,  Powell,  and  Payne,  and  the  officers  and  men 
of  their  commands,  who  have  been  with  me  from  about  the  time  of  my 
arrival  at  Manassas  early  in  May,  I  wish  to  make  my  acknowledgments 
for  valuable  and  efficient  services,  at  all  times  cheerfully  rendered.  I 
desire  to  make  favorable  mention  also  of  Colonel  Radford  and  his  cav- 
alry, who  joined  me  at  a  late  period,  and  who  have  ever  promptly 
executed  all  my  orders.  Captain  Kemper  and  the  officers  and  men  of 
his  battery  are  deserving  of  my  highest  approbation.  They  were  the 
nrst  artillery  to  occupy  Artillery  Hill  at  Centreville  under  my  orders. 
They  have  been  kept  steadily  in  the  front,  and  have  shown  themselves 
worthy  of  the  position  and  the  great  cause  in  which  they  are  engaged. 
The  distinguished  parts  performed  by  Colonels  Kershaw  and  Cash  and 
Captain  Kemper,  as  also  by  Colonel  Radford's  cavalry  and  the  other 
troops  of  cavalry  belonging  to  my  command,  was  somewhat  under  your 
own  observation  on  the  21st  of  July,  and  to  their  reports  I  respectfully 
refer.  Col.  J.  L.  Kemper,  of  the  Seventh  Regiment  Virginia  Volun- 
teers, is  entitled  to  my  highest  approbation,  not  only  for  his  generous 
acceptance  of  the  place  of  quartermaster  with  my  advanced  command, 
but  also  on  account  of  his  activity  and  efficiency  as  a  member  of  my 
staff  in  carrying  my  orders  on  the  17th,  as  well  as  the  18th,  at  Bull  Run. 
To  Colonels  Williams,  Bacon,  Kirkland,  and  Kelly,  and  Captain  Shields, 
and  the  officers  and  men  of  their  commands,  I  am  also  indebted  for  the 
promptness,  cheerfulness,  and  energy  with  which  they  performed  all 
the  duties  assigned  to  them:  and  I  commend  the  entire  command  for 
the  spirit  and  patriotism  with  which  they  performed  all  their  duties. 
To  Major  Kennedy,  commissary  of  my  command,  and  Lieutenant  Wash- 
ington, assistant  quartermaster,  C.  S.  Army,  am  I  also  indebted  for 
active  and  efficient  services. 
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For  more  minute  details  of  the  operations  of  the  different  corps  1 
respectfully  refer  to  the  reports  of  the  commanders  of  those  corps. 
I  am.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  L.  BONHAM, 
Brig.  Gen.,  Conidy.  First  Brigade,  First  Corps,  Army  Potomac. 

Brig.  Gen.  G.  T.  Beauregard. 

Commanding  First  Corps,  Army  Potomac. 


No.  87. 

Report  of  Col  W.  W.  Kirkland,  Eleventh  North  Carolina  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Eleventh  Reg^t  North  Carolina  Vols., 

Mitchells  Ford,  July  23, 1861. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  facts  concerning 
the  operations  of  the  regiment  under  my  command  during  the  actions 
of  the  18th  and  21st: 

On  the  18th  I  was  ordered  to  take  up  a  position  in  rear  of  the  how- 
itzer  battery  to  support  it  Subsequently  I  was  directed  to  proceed 
to  the  extreme  left  as  its  defense.  Throwing  up  a  slight  breastwork,  I 
directed  my  men  to  kneel  down  and  await  the  approach  of  the  enemy, 
but  as  the  attack  was  confined  exclusively  to  the  right,  we  had  no 
opportunity  to  engage.  After  the  action  I  was  directed  to  post  the 
regiment  in  the  trenches  which  formed  the  center  of  your  brigade,  and 
here  remained,  perfecting  and  erecting  breastworks,  until  the  morning 
of  Sunday,  the  21st,  when  word  was  brought  that  the  enemy  was  advanc- 
ing against  our  left  in  great  force,  and  had  drawn  up  a  strong  columu 
of  about  ten  thousand,  composed  of  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery, 
with  which  he  menaced  our  center.  You  ordered  me  at  this  time  to 
proceed  to  some  point  near  the  enemy  and  report  his  proceedings  as 
they  developed  themselves.  I  took  the  road  leading  to  Roberts'  house, 
and  from  that  eminence  perceived  that  a  battery  of  light  pieces  had 
been  put  in  position  to  the  left  of  the  road,  about  opposite  the  center  of 
our  brigade,  and  farther  to  the  right  a  heavy  piece  of  ordnance,  which  I 
supposed  was  a  24- pounder,  had  been  arranged  in  battery.  This  column 
must  have  been  the  reserve.  Soon  both  light  and  heavy  pieces  opened 
upon  our  right  and  center,  and,  as  you  are  aware,  continued  a  heavy  firo 
for  ten  hours.  Many  shot  and  shell  passed  over  and  into  the  trenches 
occupied  by  my  regiment,  but  fortunately  no  man  was  touched. 

At  3  p.  m.,  by  your  orderj  we  assisted  iu  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy, 
who  was  flying  before  oar  victorious  columns  who  had  so  gallantly  and 
so  bloodily  fought  them  through  ten  long  hours.  I  must  tell  you  that 
the  officers  and  men  showed  a  coolness  under  fire  and  an  eagerness  to 
advance  which  was  very  gratifying.  I  call  your  special  attention  to 
Maj.  J.  M.  Richardson  and  Adjutant  James  A.  Walthall,  who  were  unre- 
mitting in  their  efforts  to  instruct  the  men  in  duties  of  which  they  had 
but  little  knowledge,  owing  to  the  recency  of  our  organization. 

Regretting,  general,  that  I  cannot  report  that  the  opportunity  offered 
us  to  meet  the  enemy  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet, 

1  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  KIRKLAND, 
Eleventh  Regiment  North  Carolina  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  Bonham, 

Commanding  First  Brigade,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
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No.  88. 

Reports  of  Ool     B.  Kershaw,  Second  South  Carolina  Infantry. 

Hdqes.  Second  Palmetto  Reg't  8.  C.  Vols., 

Vienna,  Va.,  July  26,  1801. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  of  the  operations  of 
the  troops  under  my  command  in  the  engagement  near  stone  bridge  on 
the  21st  instant: 

About  noon  on  that  day  I  received  an  order  to  move  to  Lewis*  house, 
some  three  miles  distant,  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Jackson's  brigade, 
then  engaged  with  the  enemy,  with  my  own  regiment,  that  of  Colonel 
Cash,  and  Captain  Kemper's  battery.  These  troops,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Captain  Perryman's  company,  of  my  regiment,  were  at  once  put 
on  the  march.  As  we  n eared  the  road  it  was  perceived  that  the  passage 
of  troops,  indicated  to  the  enemy  on  the  north  side  of  Bull  Bun  by  the 
clonds  or  dust,  had  attracted  a  dangerous  Are  of  rifled  cannon,  and  I 
directed  the  march  across  the  fields.  Captain  Kemper  was  directed  to 
precede  the  column  to  Lewis'  and  await  my  arrival. 

Arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Lewis',  a  large  number  of  our  troops  were 
met  returning  in  a  disorganized  condition,  and  giving  the  most  unfavor- 
able accounts  of  the  aspect  of  affairs  on  the  field.  Colonel  Miles,  of 
General  Beauregard's  staff,  met  me  to  hasten  our  march,  and  informed 
me  that  Hampton's  Legion  had  just  engaged,  and  that  the  enemy  had 
acquired  a  decided  advantage. 

Soon  after  orders  were  received  from  General  Johnston  to  enter  the 
field  on  the  left  of  Lewis'.  Turning  to  the  left,  we  passed  over  a  hill 
through  a  thicket  of  woods  uuder  a  fire  of  shot  and  shell  from  a  battery 
directly  in  the  line  of  our  march,  which  wounded  several,  and  killed  one  of 
our  men.  Emerging  from  the  wood  into  an  old  field,  near  a  ravine,  with 
rising  ground  in  front,  I  formed  line  of  battle  preparatory  to  entering 
the  field  at  a  point  which  seemed  to  indicate  the  left  of  the  line  of  fire, 
which  was  very  heavy  in  front  and  constantly  increasing,  and  which  I 
supposed  to  be  directed  upon  Hampton's  Legion. 

Before  Colonel  Cash  had  got  into  position  upon  my  left  it  was  per- 
ceived that  the  firing  had  passed  still  farther  to  our  left  and  covered 
the  whole  front  of  my  regiment,  rendering  it  necessary  to  move  the 
whole  command  in  that  direction  by  a  flank.  This  movement  had  just 
been  made  when  the  line  of  fire  made  a  corresponding  change,  render- 
ing a  still  further  movement  necessary  to  avoid  what  I  supposed  to  be 
the  line  of  our  troops  in  front  of  us.  I  therefore  broke  to  the  right  into 
column,  marched  to  the  left,  and  formed  on  right  into  line.  When  my 
regiment  had  formed,  the  men  were  made  to  lie  down,  to  avoid  the  shower 
of  balls  which  was  passing  over  us  while  Colonel  Cash  was  conforming 
to  the  movement. 

At  this  moment  the  head  of  a  regiment  marching  by  a  flank  passed 
to  the  right  of  my  regiment  and  partly  over  my  right  wing,  led  by  an 
officer  who  was  said  to  be  General  Smith.  I  immediately  rode  up  to 
the  officer,  and  desired  him  to  form  on  the  left  of  Colonel  Cash.  Before 
he  could  respond  he  received  a  ball  in  his  left  breast  or  shoulder,  and 
his  men  commenced  firing  to  their  front  and  right  into  the  wood  from 
which  the  shot  came,  and  formed  hurriedly  in  front  of  my  right  wing. 

Colonel  Cash,  having  to  form  in  a  thick  wood,  had  not  yet  got  into 
line,  when  a  staff  officer  gave  me  the  valuable  information  that  a  road 
on  my  left,  leading  perpendicularly  to  the  front  from  my  line,  would 
bring  me  into  a  flanking  position  upon  the  enemy.   Desiring  to  avail 
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myself  of  the  position,  I  immediately  ordered  my  regiment  to  the  front 
in  line,  obliquing  to  the  left,  to  avoid  the  regiment  which  had  formed 
partly  in  front  of  my  right,  and  directed  Colonel  Cash  to  follow  as  soon 
as  possible.  The  left  of  my  regiment  rested  on  the  road  to  which  I 
have  referred.  Beaching  a  fence  which  skirted  the  wood  in  front  of  us, 
which  I  then  found  to  be  in  full  possession  of  the  zouaves  of  the  enemy, 
I  ordered  a  charge,  which  was  responded  to  by  a  shout  from  the  whole 
regiment.  They  swept  through  the  wood,  broke  and  dispersed  the 
zouaves,  and  opened  a  deadly  fire  upon  them  as  they  fled  across  the 
field,  leaving  behind  them  a  battery  of  six  steel  rifled  cannon,  which 
was  immediately  in  front  of  my  right  wing  in  the  open  ground.  The 
fugitives  rallied  in  a  field  on  our  left  across  the  road  by  which  we  had 
directed  our  march,  where  a  formidable  force  appeared  strongly  posted 
on  a  commanding  eminence.  I  immediately  changed  front  forward  on 
my  left  company,  occupying  the  road  as  my  line  of  battle,  which  being 
washed  out  formed  a  ravine,  giving  cover  to  the  men.  Captain  Bhett's 
company,  on  the  left  wing,  was  thrown  at  an  obtuse  angle  in  the  skirt 
of  a  wood  which  ran  parallel  to  the  line  of  the  enemy.  Colonel  Cash 
arriving  formed  promptly  on  the  left  of  Captain  Bhett,  gaining  a  direct 
fire  from  the  wood  upon  the  enemy  in  front,  while  my  regiment  had  an 
enfilade  fire  upon  their  left  flank.  In  this  position  a  continuous  fire  was 
kept  up  by  our  whole  line  until  the  enemy  were  driven  back  and  reformed 
upon  the  crest  of  the  hill. 

Affairs  were  in  this  condition  when  Captain  Kemper  reported  his 
battery,  and  was  ordered  up  and  directed  to  take  position  on  the  hill 
by  the  captured  battery,  and  to  fire  upon  the  flank  of  the  enemy  over 
the  heads  of  my  regiment  in  the  road.  Beturning  to  execute  the  order 
he  was  taken  prisoner  by  some  of  the  fugitive  zouaves  in  our  rear  and 
detained  some  minutes,  but  released  by  the  timely  arrival  of  some  of 
our  troops  and  his  own  address.  He  soon  brought  up  his  pieces  and 
placed  them  in  the  position  indicated,  whence  he  poured  a  most  destruc- 
tive fire  through  the  .ranks  of  the  enemy,  who  filled  up  their  files  with 
a  regularity,  steadiness,  and  precision  worthy  the  ancient  fame  of  the 
U.  8.  Regulars,  of  which  it  is  believed  that  force  was  composed.  Twice 
were  they  broken  and  twice  they  reformed,  but,  again  driven  from  the 
hill,  they  fell  back  out  of  our  fire.  Captain  Kemper  then  withdrew  his 
battery  to  rest  his  men,  having  lost  one  killed,  two  wounded,  and  somo 
of  his  horses. 

During  the  heat  of  the  engagement  a  single  company  of  Mary  landers, 
under  Lieutenant  Cummings,  I  am  told,  reported  to  me  and  asked  for 
a  position,  which  I  gave  them  on  my  left,  where  they  conducted  them- 


great  force  an  elevated  ridge  in  front  and  to  the  right  of  us,  about  a 
half  mile  distant  No  troops  of  ours  being  visible  except  the  forces 
immediately  under  my  command,  and  having  received  no  order  since 
I  entered  the  field,  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  retain  my  position  and  rest 
the  command  for  the  present.  Within  a  few  minutes,  however,  I  per- 
ceived a  regiment  emerging  from  the  wood  on  the  left  of  Colonel  Cash, 
and  advancing  in  admirable  order  up  the  slope  to  the  hill  recently 
occupied  by  the  forces  of  the  enemy  whom  we  had  driven  off.  I  imme- 
diately advanced  my  whole  command,  moving  my  regiment  by  the  right 
flank  along  the  road,  Colonel  Cash  in  the  field  in  line.  Arriving  on  the 
face  of  the  hill  towards  the  enemy,  I  formed  line  of  battle  to  the  left  of 
the  road.  Here  I  found  Colonel  Withers'  Virginia  regiment  on  the  hill 
to  the  right  of  road,  to  whom  I  communicated  my  purpose  to  form  line 
and  advance  to  the  attack,  and  I  asked  his  co  operation,  to  which  he 
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immediately  acceded.  With  Colonel  Withers'  command  I  found  also 
the  remnant  of  Hampton's  Legion,  under  Captain  Conner,  assisted  by 
Captain  Gary.  Captain  Conner  reported  to  me  and  was  assigned  to  my 

As  soon  as  the  entire  line  was  displayed  evidences  of  movements 
became  perceptible  in  the  line  of  the  enemy,  and  in  a  few  moments 
they  were  in  full  retreat  by  the  rear  of  their  left  flank.  I  then  proposed 
to  Colonel  Withers  to  proceed  towards  the  stone  bridge  with  a  view  to 
cut  them  off,  and  forming  to  the  right  into  column,  Colonel  Withers 
being  in  advance,  we  marched  towards  that  point. 

I  detailed  some  of  my  men  under  General  Johnson  Hagood  and  Col. 
Allen  J.  Green,  of  South  Carolina,  who  were  doing  duty  in  my  regi- 
ment as  volunteer  privates,  each  to  take  charge  of  one  of  the  captured 
guns  and  turn  them  on  the  enemy,  while  Captain  Kemper  took  charge 
of  two  others,  and  they  continued  firing  until  ordered  to  desist  by  one 
of  our  general  officers. 

I  directed  my  march  along  the  turnpike  to  the  stone  bridge,  while 
Colonel  Withers  turned  to  the  right  and  entered  the  wood.  He  threw 
out  a  skirmishing  company,  who  crossed  below  the  bridge  in  advance, 
while  my  command  was  marched  along  the  road.  Arriving  on  the 
north  side,  of  Bull  Bun.  a  reserve  of  the  enemy  was  seen  occupying  the 
wood  in  front  with  artillery,  and  I  deployed  line  of  battle  in  the  field  to 
the  right  of  the  road,  Colonel  Withers  forming  line  in  my  rear.  Here 
I  sent  Adjutant  Sill  to  the  rear  to  report  to  the  first  general  officer  he 
might  meet  with  that  I  bad  occupied  that  position ;  that  the  enemy  was 
in  front,  and  that  I  awaited  orders.  He  delivered  his  message  to 
Colonel  Chesnut,  aide  to  General  Beauregard,  and  returned. 

In  the  mean  time  Major  Hill,  C.  S.  Army,  of  the  staff  of  General  , 

reported  to  me  with  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Maj. 
John  Scott,  C.  S.  Army,  and  stated  that  General  Beauregard  authorized 
the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  with  a  view  to  cut  them  off.  I  immediately 
formed  column  for  the  advance,  when  Surgeon  Stone,  U.  S.  Army,  rode 
up  and  asked  why  I  was  retreating  (mistaking  us  for  friends).  He  was 
informed  of  his  mistake,  and  sent  to  the  rear  as  a  prisoner,  first  inform- 
ing me  that  the  enemy  were  in  force  in  our  front  Throwing  out  the 
rifles  of  Captain  Hoke  (now  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Pulliam) 
and  Captain  Cuthbert  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  road,  and  the  cavalry, 
accompanied  by  Major  Hill,  along  the  road,  I  moved  by  column  of 
company  along  the  right  of  the  road  towards  Centreville.  Arrived  at 
the  house  on  the  hill  which  was  occupied  by  the  enemy  as  a  hospital, 
having  made  many  prisoners  by  the  way,  we  found  that  a  portion  of  bur 
cavalry  (Captains  Wickbam's  and  Radford's*)  had  had  an  engagement 
there  with  a  battery  of  the  enemy  which  they  had  taken,  but  had 
retired  after  being  fired  on  by  the  heavy. reserve  corps  which  inter- 
vened between  them  and  my  command.  This  cavalry  had  come  into 
the  road  by  Lewis'  Ford,  below  the  stone  bridge,  and  neither  of  us 
knew  of  the  position  of  the  other  until  some  time  after.  At  this  point 
Captain  Radford,  Virginia  Cavalry,  was  found  mortally  wounded. 

Here  It  ho  enemy  opened  upon  us  a  fire  in  front,  and  I  again  formed 
line  of  battle,  my  regiment  and  the  cavalry  on  the  right  of  the  road  in 
the  wood  with  a  field  in  front,  the  Hampton  Legion  as  a  reserve,  and 
Colonel  Cash  in  column  on  the  left  ready  to  deploy.  Here  a  staff  officer 
rode  up  and  gave  me  an  order  from  General  Beauregard  not  to  engage 
the  enemy  until  re-enforcements  arrived,  stating  that  they  wore  on  the 

•  See  second  report,  p.  6517. 
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way.  Soon  after  Captain  Kemper  overtook  me  with  his  battery,  when 
I  formed  column  with  my  regiment  and  the  Legion  on  the  right,  Colonel 
Cash  on  the  left,  and  the  battery  in  the  road.  At  the  request  of  Major 
Hill  he  was  permitted  to  go  in  advance  with  Captain  Cuthbort's  company 
deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  in  this  order  the  whole  column  was  moved 
on  to  the  hill  commanding  the  suspension  bridge,  where  our  skirmishers 
became  engaged  with  the  enemy.  I  directed  Captain  Kemper  to  unlim- 
ber  two  of  his  pieces  on  the  hill  and  open  fire  on  the  enemy,  while  I  de- 
ployed my  regiment  on  the  right  with  the  Legion  and  retained  Colonel 
Cash  in  column  on  the  left.  The  main  body  of  the  enemy  were  retreat- 
ing by  the  Sudley  Ford  road,,  which  comes  into  the  turnpike  at  the 
suspension  bridge  on  the  south  side  of  the  run.  Captain  Kemper  fired 
from  one  gun  on  the  column  retreating  by  the  former  road  and  from  the 
other  along  the  turnpike. 

The  effect  of  the  firing  was  most  disastrous.  The  reserve  which  we 
were  pursuing,  meeting  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  coming  by  the  other 
road,  just  at  the  entrance  of  the  bridge,  completely  blocked  it.  and  formed 
a  barricade  with  cannon,  caissons,  ambulances,  wagons,  ana  other  vehi- 
cles, which  were  abandoned  with  horses  and  harness  complete,  while  the 
drivers  fled.  Many  of  the  soldiers  threw  their  arms  into  the  creek,  and 
everything  indicated  the  greatest  possible  panic.  The  venerable  Edmund 
Ruffin,  who  fired  the  first  gun  at  Fort  Sumter,  who,  as  a  volunteer  in 
the  Palmetto  Guard,  shared  the  fatigues  and  dangers  of  the  retreat  from 
Fairfax  Court-House,  and  gallantly  fought  through  the  day  at  Manassas, 
fired  the  first  gun  at  the  retreating  column  of  the  enemy,  which  resulted 
in  this  extraordinary  capture. 

At  this  point  I  received  a  peremptory  order  to  return  to  Bull  Bun  aud 
take  my  position  at  the  stone  bridge.  Here  also  the  skirmishers  recap- 
tured General  Steuart,  of  Maryland,  who  had  been  for  several  hours  iu 
custody  of  the  enemy.  Reluctantly  I  ordered  my  command  to  return, 
but,  directing  Colonel  Cash  to  remain,  I  went  with  a  detachment  of  twenty 
volunteers  from  his  regiment  to  the  bridge,  where  I  found  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Munford,  with  a  portion  of  the  Virginia  Cavalry,  extricating  the 
valuable- capture.  They  had  arrived  by  the  Sudley  Ford  road,  having 

8u  rsued  the  enemy  from  the  battle-field,  and  came  up  to  the  bridge  when 
laptain  Kemper  ceased  firing.   Here  I  remained  until  10  o'clock  at 
night,  aiding  Colonel  Munford,  when  I  returned  to  camp. 

Colonel  Cash's  regiment  remained  in  position  until  1  o'clock,  when 
the  most  valuable  of  the  captured  articles  had  been  secured  and  carried 
to  the  rear.  I  am  informed  that  about  thirty  pieces  of  cannon  were 
taken  at  this  point  At  the  time  when  we  were  first  ordered  forward 
Captain  Ferryman  had  been  sent  with  his  command  on  scouting  duty 
across  Bull  Bun,  and  I  dispatched  my  aide-de-camp,  Mr.  Edward  Wal- 
lace, to  conduct  him  to  Lewis'.  Arrived  there,  finding  the  regiment 
had  entered  the  engagement,  he  went  with  Mr.  Wallace  in  search  of 
bis  comrades,  but  not  being  able  to  obtain  any  information  of  our  po- 
sition, he  attached  himself  to  Colonel  Hays'  Louisiana  regiment,  and 
entered  the  fight  in  time  to  participate  in  the  final  charge  and  pursuit 
of  the  enemy  on  the  Sudley  Ford  road.  Captain  Perryman  reports 
himself  as  much  indebted  to  Mr.  Wallace  for  his  efficient  aid  in  con- 
ducting his  company  through  the  engagement,  and  particularly  men- 
tions bis  coolness  and  gallantry. 

One  of  my  personal  aides,  Mr.  W.  H.  Hardy,  was  most  serviceable 
during  the  engagement,  gallantly  bearing  order  after  order  with  prompt- 
ness and  intelligence.  Having  been  sent  by  me  to  conduct  Colonel 
Preston's  regiment  to  a  position  on  my  left,  he  was  shot  in  the  breast 
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at  the  head  of  that  regiment  before  he  had  proceeded  sixty  yards,  and 
died  instantly.  A  youth  of  pare  and  gentle  spirit,  he  evinced  on  the 
field  the  cool,  self-possessed  heroism  of  the  veteran  soldier. 

Mr.  John  A.  Myers,  private,  Captain  Casson's  company,  mounted  Mr. 
Hardy's  horse,  and  rendered  me  most  efficient  aid  during  the  remainder 
of  the  day. 

Mr.  A.  £.  Doby,  also  of  my  staff,  was  most  active  in  assisting  me  on 
the  field,  and  was  most  conspicuously  exposed.  His  gallantry  and 
intelligence  in  conveying  my  orders  deserve  particular  mention.  Bid- 
ing into  a  squad  of  some  of  the  zouaves  when  sent  to  Captain  Kemper, 
then  in  the  rear,  he  preserved  his  life  by  promptly  repeating  a  signal 
which  he  saw  one  of  them  use  as  he  rode  up. 

Colonel  Cash  distinguished  himself  by  his  courageous  bearing  and 
his  able  and  efficient  conduct  of  his  regiment  during  the  whole  day.  He 
will  particularly  report  the  conduct  of  his  command. 

Captain  Kemper,  of  the  Alexandria  Artillery,  and  all  his  officers  and 
men,  engaged  as  they  were  under  my  own  eye,  merit  the  most  honora- 
1  >lo  mention  in  this  report.  To  the  efficiency  of  this  battery  I  have  no 
doubt  we  are  chiefly  indebted  for  the  valuable  capture  of  arms,  stores, 
and  munitions  of  war  at  the  suspension  bridge.  Without  this  artillery 
tbey  could  not  have  been  arrested. 

It  is  difficult  to  discriminate  among  my  own  officers  and  men,  since 
all  engaged  in  the  fight  with  enthusiastic  bravery  and  spirit,  and  bore 
themselves  with  light-hearted  and  vivacious  gallautry  to  the  end. 

Captain  Hoke,  bravely  leading  his  company,  which  was  flanked  by 
the  left  wing  of  the  zouaves,  was  severely  wounded  in  the  first  charge 
and  borne  from  the  field,  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  enemy,  but  soon 
rescued.  His  company  was  subsequently  courageously  led  by  Lieuten- 
ant Pull  ia  hi. 

Captain  Bichardson  was  wounded  early  in  the  action,  gallantly  lead- 
ing his  company.  I  j>on  being  sent  to  the  rear  he,  too,  was  captured 
by  the  zouaves,  but  afterwards  rescued.  The  escape  of  so  many  of  the 
zouaves  to  our  rear  was  accomplished  by  their  lying  down,  feigning  to 
be  dead  or  wounded,  when  we  charged  over  them,  and  then  treacher- 
ously turning  upon  us.  They  murdered  one  of  our  men  iu  cold  blood 
after  he  had  surrendered,  and  one  attempted  to  kill  another  of  our 
number  who  kindly  stopped  to  give  him  water,  supposing  him  wounded. 
The  command  of  Captain  Kichardson's  company  devolved  upon  Lieu-, 
tenant  Durant,  who  efficiently  conducted  it  through  the  day. 

Captain  McManus  was  painfully  wounded  in  the  arm  early  in  the  en- 
gagement, but  bravely  led  his  company  through  the  day. 

Captain  Wallace  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  face  at  the  head  of  his 
company.  Lieutenant  Bell  was  also  struck.  Lieutenant  De  Pass  was 
most  dangerously  and  severely  wounded  in  the  head,  in  the  hottest  of 
the  fight,  after  most  gallantly  conducting  himself  in  his  position  with 
his  company.  Captain  Kennedy  was  struck,  but  only  bruised,  by  a 
ball  in  the  side.  Captains  Casson,  Haile,  Outhbert,  and  Bhett  were  un- 
injured, though  bravely  conspicuous,  as  were  all  the  company  officers, 
in  rallying  and  cheering  their  men  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight. 

To  Ldeutenant-Colonel  Jones  and  Major  Good  wy  n  I  am  much  indebted 
for  their  efficient  discharge  of  their  important  duties.  The  latter  was 
particularly  exposed  from  time  to  time,  and  bore  himself  with  reckless 
courage.  Captain  Sill,  adjutant,  and  Sergeant-Major  Haile  were  active 
and  e£  •  v  ui .  and  did  good  service  in  the  fight,  the  former  with  his  pistols 
and  the  latter  with  his  musket. 

Many  individual  instances  of  distinguished  gallantry  have  been 
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brought  to  uiy  notice,  but  where  the  whole  command  have  conducted 
themselves  with  courage,  devotion,  and  spirit  it  would  be  unjust  to 
particularize.  So,  too,  incidents  illustrating  the  gallantry  and  spirit  of 
the  whole  regiment  might  be  mentioned,  but  would  swell  this  report  to 
too  great  a  length. 

Dr.  Salmond,  surgeon,  and  Dr.  Nott,  his  assistant,  were  on  the  field, 
courageously  devoting  themselves  to  the  wounded,  and  the  chaplain, 
Eev.  E.  J.  Meynardie,  was  assiduous  in  his  attention  to  our  unfortunate 
comrades. 

The  regimental  flag,  gallantly  borne  by  Sergeant  Garden,  was  three 
times  struck  during  the  engagement,  and  one  of  the  color  guard  was 
wounded.  The  flag  of  the  Palmetto  Guard,  Captain  Cuthbert,  was  struck 
four  times,  that  of  Captain  Kennedy  once,  and  Captain  Wallace's  once. 

Among  the  trophies  taken  by  my  regiment  was  the  flag  of  the  First 
Regiment,  Second  Brigade,  Fourth  Division,  of  the  State  of  Maine,  with 
its  proud  motto?  "Dirigo,"  and  a  small  Federal  ensign. 

I  would  particularly  mentiou  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  Rev.  T.  J. 
Arthur,  whose  rifle  did  good  service,  and  that  of  Professor  Venable,  of 
South  Carolina  College,  Capt.  F.  W.  McMaster,  Gen.  Johnson  Hagood, 
Col.  Allen  J.  Green,  Maj.  J.  H.  Felder,  Mr.  Edward  Felder,  and  Mr. 
Oscar  Lieber,  citizens  of  South  Carolina,  who  fought  in  the  ranks  of 
volunteers  with  distinguished  bravery  and  efficiency. 

Accompanying  this  report  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  list  of  the 
casualties  of  the  day  in  my  regiment,  with  a  statement  of  the  number 
engaged.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  KERSHAW, 
Colonel  Second  Regiment  8,  G.  Volunteers,  dr. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  L.  Bonham,  Commanding  First  Brigade,  &c. 


Camp  near  Fairfax  Court-Hotjsb,  August  22, 1861. 
General  :  If  not  improper,  I  would  like  to  amend  my  official  report 
of  the  battle  of  Manassas  in  the  following  respect : 

In  the  paragraph  where  the  names  "Captains  Wickham's  and  Rad- 
ford's" occur  in  parenthesis  insert  "Powell's  and  part  of  Captain  Pe- 
er's," so  that  the  whole  passage  in  the  parenthesis  will  read  thus: 
"  (Captains  Wickham's,  Radford's,  Powell's,  and  part  of  Captain  Pitse^)." 

Only  yesterday  I  learned  that  Captain  Powell's  and  part  of  Captain 
Pitzer's  company  participated  in  the  charge  upon  the  battery  near  the 
hospital  north  of  Bull  Run. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  KERSHAW, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Second  Regiment  S.  0.  Volunteers, 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  L.  Bonham,  Commanding  First  Brigade,  <&c. 


No.  89. 

Report  of  Col  J.  H.  Williams,  Third  South  Carolina  Infantry. 

Vienna,  Va.,  Camp  Gregg,  August  3, 1861. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  I  was  re- 
minded of  the  presence  of  the  enemy  by  his  iron  messengers,  which  fell 

•  Embodied  in  No.  121,  post. 
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in  rapid  succession  just  in  the  rear  of  my  lines.  After  the  action  of  the 
18th  I  had  caused  strong  earthworks  to  be  thrown  np  and  the  under- 
growth in  front  to  be  cut  away,  which  preparations,  together  with  the 
fine  natural  advantages  of  the  ground  I  occupied,  made  my  position 
formidable  to  an  attack. 

Learning  that  the  enemy  were  deploying  in  front.  I  kept  my  men  con- 
stantly under  arms  in  the  trenches,  fully  assured  t  hat  the  center  would 
be  the  point  of  attach.  Heavy  artillery  soon  afterwards  heard  to  toy 
left  indicated  that  another  direction  had  been  chosen,  but  their  fire, 
still  kept  up  at  intervals  on  my  lines,  encouraged  the  first  supposition. 
This  irregular  fire  continued  throughout  the  day,  each  repetition  renew- 
ing the  assurance  that  an  attack  would  follow.  But  in  this  we  were 
doomed  to  suspense.  Their  fiery  missiles  wasted  their  fury  in  the  air 
above  or  buried  themselves  in  the  forest  in  front  of  us,  a  few  of  them 
falling  against  the  embankments. 

At  o  o'clock  p.  m.  I  was  ordered  to  move  forward  and  attack  the  en- 
emy in  front.  The  order  was  promptly  obeyed,  and  my  regiment  put 
immediately  in  motion.   I  crossed  the  stream  at  Mitchell's  Ford  and 

Soved  up  the  ravine  to  the  left  of  the  road.  On  approaching  the  woods 
am  which  the  enemy  had  been  saluting  us  I  deployed  Captain  Nance's 
company  as  skirmishers,  who  moved  in  double-quick  in  advance  of  the 
regiment.  I  moved  my  command  in  quick  time  up  to  the  enemy's  camp, 
of  which  they  had  taken  a  hasty  leave,  and  deployed  to  the  left  of  the 
road,  the  skirmishers  still  covering  my  front,  in  discharge  of  which  duty 
four  prisoners  were  taken :  two  others  were  taken  by  Captain  Kennedy, 
all  of  whom  were  sent  under  guard  to  Manassas.  Early  in  the  night  I 
returned  under  orders  to  my  position  at  the  run. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d  I  was  ordered  to  proceed  in  the  direction 
of  Centreville,  scour  the  woods,  collect  abandoned  munitions  and  stores, 
and  send  them  back  to  Manassas.  A  considerable  quantity  of  quarter- 
master's and  commissary  stores  were  obtained,  and  one  wagon  of  offi- 
cers' private  baggage,  all  of  which  were  sent  to  headquarters.  Late  in 
the  evening  of  the  22d  I  returned  under  orders  to  my  original  position. 

In  all  the  maneuvers  of  my  regiment  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  ac- 
knowledge the  active  co-operation  of  Lieut.  Col.  B.  B.  Foster,  Maj.  L. 
M.  Baxter,  Adjt.  W.  D.  Rutherford,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  my 
command. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  WILLIAMS, 
(Jolonel  Third  Reaiment  S  (1  Volunteer* 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  L.  Bonh am. 

Commanding  First  Brigade,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


No.  90. 

Report  of  Col  Thomas  0.  Bacon,  Seventh  South  Carolina  Infantry  (July 

17  to  21,  including  MitchelVs  Ford). 

Hdqrs.  Seventh  South  Carolina  Volunteers, 

Vienna,  July  26,  1861. 

General:  In  obedience  to  Special  Order,  No.  —.issued  from  your 
headquarters,  dated  23d  July,  I  proceed  to  give  yon  a  detail  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Seventh  Begiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers, 
command,  from  the  17th  instant  to  the  24th,  inclusive: 
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About  sunrise  of  the  17th  instant  the  picket  of  the  Seventh  Regiment, 
stationed  on  the  Flint  Hill  road,  three  miles  above  Fairfax  Court-House, 
was  fired  into  by  the  enemy's  advance  guard,  and  retreated  without  loss. 
Im mediately  as  this  information  was  received  I  ordered  the  tents  struck 
and  the  baggage  train  loaded.  By  9  a.  m.  the  train  was  ready,  and  or- 
dered  to  move  to  Centreville,  thence  to  their  camp  half  a  mile  beyond 
Bull  Run  Creek,  in  the  direction  of  Manassas. 

At  8.30  a.  m.  I  marched  the  Seventh  Regiment  to  the  trenches,  as 
ordered,  and  remained  there  until  near  noon,  when  the  enemy  nad 
approached  within  cannon  range  of  our  embankments,  presenting  as 
they  approached  several  lines  of  battle,  fronting  from  one  to  three  regi- 
ments. Before  an  attack  was  made  the  Seventh  Regiment  was  ordered 
to  retreat  to  Centreville,  crossing  from  the  Fairfax  to  the  Braddock 
road.  We  reached  Centreville  at  2  p.  m.,  where  we  remained  as  a  regi- 
meut  of  vedettes  until  1  o'clock  a.  m.  of  the  18th,  when,  marching  orders 
being  received,  we  again  retreated  quietly  and  in  good  order  to  Bull 
Run,  arriving  at  the  run  at  3  a.  m.  Immediately  the  Seventh  Regiment 
began  intrenching,  and  in  a  few  hours  were  securely  protected  against 
musketry. 

Quite  early  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  instant  the  enemy  appeared 
on  the  northwest  side  of  the  Centreville  road,  about  twelve  hundred 
yards  distant  By  9  a.  m.  they  had  located  their  batteries,  and  forth- 
with commenced  throwing  shot  and  shell  against  the  embankments 
behind  which  the  Seventh  Regiment  was  located.  Random  firing  was 
kept  up  against  this  and  adjacent  points  during  the  day,  and  until  the 
close  of  the  battle  fought  by  Geueral  Longstreet's  Brigade  on  Bull  Run, 
just  to  the  right  of  the  Seventh  Regiment  The  pieces  directed  against 
our  embankments  seemed  to  be  rifled  and  6  pounder  cannon,  throwing 
12-pound  conical  shell  and  0  pound  round  balls. 

During  the  19th  and  20th  instants  nothing  of  material  interest  occurred, 
and  we  continued  strengthening  our  position.  In  the  mean  time  the 
enemy  were  constantly  in  sight  at  the  point  they  first  appeared.  Occa- 
sionally the  pickets  of  the  Seventh  Regiment  would  approach  withiu 
firing  distance  of  the  enemy's  outposts,  and  a  few  of  the  enemy's  pickets 
were  captured  or  killed  by  the  pickets  of  'the  Seventh  Regiment  South 
Carolina  Volunteers. 

Throughout  Sunday,  the  21st  instant,  batteries,  near  the  same  locality 
they  were  on  the  18th,  continued  firing  at  the  embankments  on  Bull 
Run.  The  shot  and  shell  were  the  same  as  those  of  the  18th,  but  thrown 
with  less  accuracy.  At  5.30  p.  m.  the  Seventh  Regiment,  with  other 
regiments,  were  ordered  from  their  iutreuchments  to  charge,  if  neces- 
sary, the  batteries  on  the  Centreville  road;  but  before  they  reached  the 
top  of  the  hill  the  batteries  were  withdrawn  and  the  enemy  were  in  full 
retreat,  leaving  scattered  along  the  road  and  in  the  forest  on  both  sides 
what  appeared  to  bo  their  entire  camp  equipage.  We  pursued  but  a 
short  distauce,  being  recalled  by  dusk  to  our  iutreuchments  on  Bull  Ruu. 

At  8  a.  m.  on  the  22d  instant  the  Seventh  Regiment,  with  other  por- 
tion a  of  the  First  Brigade,  were  ordered  to  march  on  to  Centreville. 
There  we  remained  during  the  day,  assisting  in  collecting  the  myriads 
of  articles  the  enemy  had  abandoned,  with  which  the  earth  around 
Centreville  seemed  literally  covered.  Throughout  this  day  the  rain  fell 
constantly  and  often  very  heavily.  From  8  to  11  p.  m.  of  the  22d  the 
soldiers  of  the  Seventh  Regiment  were  arriving,  much  wearied  and 
fatigued,  at  their  intreuchments  on  Ball  Run,  which  post  they  again 
left  on  Tuesday,  23d,  at  12  m.,  or  shortly  thereafter.  At  2  p.  m.  they 
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reached  Centreville.  encamping  in  the  forest  immediately  southwest  of 
the  village.  At  8  p.  m.  they  were  ordered  to  move  again,  and  before 
9  p.  m.  were  en  route  for  Vienna  via  German  town.  From  Bull  Run  to 
Centreville  is  about  three  and  a  half  miles;  from  Centreville  to  German- 
town  about  six  miles,  and  perhaps  a  little  farther  from  Germantown 
to  Vienna.  The  Seventh  Regiment  reached  Vienna  about  half  hour  of 
sunup  in  the  morning  of  the  24th,  where  they  are  now  encamped. 

During  the  week,  from  the  17th  instant  to  the  24th  instant  inclusive, 
no  accident  occurred  with  the  Seventh  Regiment,  nor  were  any  lives 
lost,  none  of  its  members  being  missing  up  to  date.  Since  the  17th 
instant  the  ranks  of  the  Seventh  Regiment  have  been  considerably 
reduced  by  the  prevalence  of  the  measles ;  otherwise  the  general  health 
of  the  regiment  is  good. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c, 

THOS.  G.  BACON, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Seventh  Regiment  8.  C.  Volunteers. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard, 

Commanding  First  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


No.  91. 

Report  of  Col.  E.  B.  C.  Cash,  Eighth  8outh  Carolina  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Eighth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Vols,, 

Camp  Victory,  July  31, 1861. 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  the  general  commanding  the  First  Brig- 
ade, Army  of  the  Potomac,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report 
of  the  operations  of  the  Eighth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers 
during  the  21st  instant : 

Early  on  Sunday  morning,  the  21st  instant,  heavy  canonadiug  and 
rapid  discharges  of  musketry  were  heard  about  two  miles  to  my  left, 
and  about  11  o'clock  a.  in.  I  received  orders  through  Colonel  Kershaw 
to  move  forward  and  engage  the  enemy.  As  soon  as  my  regiment  was 
put  in  motion  the  batteries  of  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
run  were  turned  u|>oii  us,  the  balls  striking  very  near  mv  line,  but 
doing  no  injury.  The  two  regiments,  proceeding  rapidly  to  the  scene 
of  action,  were  formed  in  order  of  battle  some  two  or  three  hundred 
yards  from  the  ground  which  afterwards  proved  to  be  to  us  the  main 
point  of  battle.  For  a  detailed  account  of  fids  movement  I  ask  to  refer 
to  the  official  report  of  Colonel  Kershaw,  the  senior  colonel  in  command. 

My  orders  were  to  form  on  Colonel  Kershaw's  left.  The  greater 
portion  of  my  regiment  being  at  this  time  in  a  dense  wood,  and  not 
icceiving  the  order  immediately,  Colonel  Kershaw  preceded  me  in  the 
march  and  arrived  a  few  minutes  before  upon  the  Held  of  battle.  Here 
ho  changed  his  front,  placing  his  immediate  command  at  right  angles  to 
my  own.  Advancing,  I  found  a  considerable  force  fronting  my  line  and 
concealed  by  a  rail  fence.  For  a  time  we  supposed  them  to  be  our 
friends.  Captain  Pawley,  of  my  staff,  boldly  moved  forward  with  a 
view  to  ascertain  ihe  real  character  of  those  thus  concealed.  He  had 
advanced  some  twenty  paces  when  he  was  fired  upon.  Escaping  unin- 
jured, he  immediately  returned  the  fire,  killing  one  of  the  enemy,  as  they 
now  proved  to  be.  I  at  once  ordered  the  firing  from  my  line  to  com- 
mence.   After  several  well-directed  volleys  had  been  delivered  the 
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euemy  (zouaves)  were  driven  back  from  tlieir  position.  Falling  back  in 
great  confusion,  they  were  rallied  in  a  valley  some  distance  in  tbe  rear, 
where  the  enemy  was  posted  in  great  numbers.  From  this  point  they 
returned  my  Are,  killing  five  of  my  men  and  wounding  several. 

Seeing  that  the  enemy  were  well  acquainted  with  my  position,  and 
being  unable  to  return  their  fire,  they  using  guns  of  longer  range  than 
those  in  the  hands  of  my  men,  and  it  being  out  of  my  power  to  advance 
without  exposing  the  regiment  to  a  cross-fire  from  the  enemy  and 
Colonel  Kershaw's  regiment,  I  ordered  a  flank  movement  to  the  left, 
intending  to  fall  upon  the  enemy's  right.  Unfortunately  my  order  was 
not  heard  along  the  whole  line,  owing  to  the  noise  of  battle  in  our  front. 
Order,  however,  was  soon  restored,  and  the  regiment  advanced,  receiv- 
ing an  occasional  shot  from  the  enemy,  the  mass  having  retired  beyond 
a  hill  in  rear  of  the  position  held  by  them  when  my  flank  movement 
commenced. 

After  a  short  delay  I  was  ordered  by  Colonel  Kershaw  to  follow  his 
command  in  the  direction  of  the  stone  bridge.  While  executing  this 
order  I  was  met  by  General  Beauregard,  who  ordered  me  to  dislodge  » 
l)ody  of  the  enemy  supposed  to  be  in  a  wood  to  my  left.  I  at  once  pro 
ceeded  to  discharge  this  duty,  but  found  that  the  orders  of  the  general 
had  been  already  executed  by  a  body  of  cavalry.  I  continued  in  pur- 
suit of  the  enemy  towards  the  stone  bridge.  At  this  time  the  remnant 
of  Hampton's  Legion  was  attached  to  my  regiment,  and  placed  under 
my  command. 

After  crossing  the  stone  bridge  I  found  Colonel  Kershaw's  command 
drawn  up  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  was  ordered  by  that  officer  to 
take  position  on  the  left.  Captain  Kemper  occupying  the  road.  We 
continued  to  advance  in  this  order,  I  deploying  as  skirmishers  to  the 
front  Captain  Hoole's  company,  who  drove  the  enemy  before  them. 
Occasionally  the  artillery  of  the  enemy  would  Are  upon  us,  but  without 
effect  After  continuing  the  pursuit  for  some  two  and  a  half  or  three 
miles  we  came  in  full  view  of  the  heavy  columns  of  the  retreating  enemy. 
The  regiments  were  halted,  and  Captain  Kemper  commenced  a  rapid 
and  well-directed  fire  upon  them,  which  caused  them  to  abandon  their 
guns,  wagons,  &c,  and  completed  the  defeat.  The  enemy  now  fled  in 
the  utmost  confusion,  throwing  away  everything  which  at  all  :  mj  >eded 
his  flight  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  Captaiir  Kemper  for 
the  manner  in  which  he  managed  his  guns  on  this  occasion.  Directing 
the  fire,  he  displayed  all  the  attributes  of  a  brave,  gallant,  and  accom- 
plished officer.  It  was  during  this  pursuit  that  my  sergeant- m  ajor,  W.  S. 
Mullins,  took  as  a  prisoner  Mr.  Ely,  a  member  of  Congress  from  New 
York,  who,  armed  with  a  revolver,  had  come  upon  the  field  to  enjoy  the 
pleasure  of  witnessing  our  defeat 

The  enemy  being  hopelessly  routed,  I  was  ordered  by  Colonel  K<  r 
shaw  to  send  forward  a  detachment  from  my  regiment  to  take  posscs- 
sion  of  the  cannon  deserted  by  the  enemy  and  bring  them  within  our 
linesjfeariug  that  these  might  rally  and  attempt  to  retake  them.  Cap 
tain  W.  H.  E  vans  and  fifty  men  promptly  volunteered  for  this  service, 
and  well  and  faithfully  discharged  their  duty.  I  remained  upon  the 
ground  with  my  command  until  all  the  pieces  which  could  be  moved 
were  carried  to  the  rear,  and  at  2.30  o'clock  a.  m.  on  Monday  returned 
to  the  stone  bridge,  taking  position  on  Colonel  Kershaw's  left.  Here 
we  remained  until  ordered  to  advance  to  this  place. 

My  officers  and  men  behaved  gallantly  during  this  trying  ordeal, 
displaying  that  heroism  and  bravery  which  have  ever  characterised 
Southern  troops.  Where  all  behaved  so  well  I  would  do  violence  to 
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my  own  feelings  were  I  to  institute  any  comparisons  by  individualizing 
any  as  particularly  distinguished  for  meritorious  conduct.  I  would 
mention  as  a  fact  worthy  to  be  recorded  that  every  member  of  the  regi- 
mental color  guard  was  wounded. 

Annexed  to  this  report  is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  my 
regiment.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  0.  CASH, 

Colonel  Eighth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  L.  BoNXlAM. 


No.  92. 

Report  of  Col  R.  C.  W.  Radford,  Thirtieth  Virginia  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Cavalry, 

Camp  Vienna,  August  1, 1861. 

Captain  :  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  headquarters  First 
Brigade,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the 
cavalry  of  First  Brigade,  under  ray  command,  was  under  the  fire  of  the 
enemy's  heavy  guns  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  of  July  for  several 
hours,  and  was  compelled  to  change  its  positions  several  times  to  avoid 
the  "fire.  An  order  was  received  from  General  Beauregard  about  11 
o'clock  a.  m.  to  support  the  left  wing  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  at 
the  stone  bridge,  which  was  the  right  wing  of  our  forces,  when  we  were 
again  under  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy's  guns.  In  advancing  the  cavalry 
was  divided  as  follows :  Under  my  own  command  I  had  at  first  but  one 
squadron,  composed  of  the  companies  of  Captains  Radford  and  Pitzer, 
the  latter  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Breckinridge.  I  was  joined  by 
Captains  Terry,  Alexander,  Wickham,  and  Powell,  with  their  compa- 
nies, while  moving  towards  stone  bridge.  The  remaining  companies 
were  placed  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Munford. 

While  en  route  to  my  position  I  received  an  order  from  the  command- 
ing general  to  support  General  Jackson's  right,  and  for  several  hours 
succeeding  was  under  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's  cannon,  throwing 
shell  and  rifled-cannon  balls.  As  soon  as  it  was  discovered  that  the 
enemy  were  giving  way  I  received  a  verbal  order  through  Colonel  Lay 
to  charge  upon  them  and  cut  off  their  retreat. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  at  this  point  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
commending  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  companies  under  my  own  com- 
mand, who  charged  upon  a  battery,  killing  the  horses  attached  to  two 
pieces,  taking  between  sixty  and  eighty  prisoners,  and  the  standard  of 
Colonel  Corcoran's  Sixty-ninth  New  York  Regiment,  and  leaving  forty- 
two  dead  bodies  of  the  enemy  upon  the  field.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  the  charge  made  by  my  own  command,  in  connection  with 
that  made  by  the  command  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Munford,  com- 
posed of  Captains  Payne,  Ball,  Langhorne,  and  Hale,  caused  the  jam 
at  Cub  Creek  Bridge,  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  fourteen  pieces 
of  cannon,  their  ammunition  and  wagons,  five  forges,  thirty  wagons  and 
ambulances,  and  some  forty  or  fifty  horses.  I  base  this  opinion  on  the 
fact  that  we  were  in  advance  of  all  our  forces,  and  by  our  charge  the 

•The  nominal  list  shows,  killed,  5  privates ;  wounded,  3  commissioned  officers,  4 
non-commissioned  officers,  16  privates;  total  killed,  5;  total  wounded,  23.  Total 
killed  and  wounded,  28. 
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enemy  were  thrown  into  wild  confusion  before  us,  their  vehicles  of  all 
sorts  going  off  at  fall  speed  and  in  the  greatest  disorder. 

Having  dispersed  the  enemy  in  our  front  in  the  direction  of  Cub  Bun 
Bridge  I  then  charged  upon  them  between  Cub  Bun  and  Bull  Hun,  but 
soon  came  on  a  column  of  infantry,  about  Ave  thousand  strong,  posted 
on  each  side  of  the  road  in  thick  woods,  supported  by  a  battery  of  three 
pieces,  blocking  up  the  road.  All  three  of  these  pieces  immediately 
opened  upon  my  command,  throwing  the  cavalry  into  some  confusion, 
and  killing  Capt.  Winston  Badford,  charging  at  the  head  of  his  com- 
pany, and  by  his  side  Corporal  Alexander  T.  Irvine,  of  his  company,  also 
Sergeant  Edward  Fountaine  and  Privates  Bichard  W.  Saunders  and 
Philip  G.  Spindle,  of  Captain  Wickhain's  company.  Lieut  Boldman 
H.  Bowles,  of  Captain  Wick  ham's  company,  was  separated  from  his 
company  during  the  charge  and  was  killed,  also  Private  Fuqua,  of 
Captain  Terry's  company.  Of  all  the  brave  and  gallant  men  who  fell 
on  the  2l8t  instant  fighting  for  their  homes  and  freedom,  none  died 
covered  with  more  glory  than  the  braves  who  fell  in  this  charge.  Peace 
be  with  them ! 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Chisolm,  aide  to 
General  Beauregard,  who  volunteered  to  guide  my  command  by  the 
nearest  route  to  intercept  the  retreating  enemy.  He  was  among  the 
foremost  in  making  the  charge,  and  distinguished  himself  by  his  gal- 
lantry, coolness,  ami  bravery.  He  was  of  great  assistance  to  me.  My 
adjutant,  B.  H.  Burk,  was  with  me  throughout  the  entire  day,  and  acted 
with  great  coolness  and  bravery,  taking  Colonel  Corcoran,  of  the  Sixty- 
ninth  New  York  Regiment,  with  several  other  prisoners.  All  the  offi- 
cers of  the  command  distinguished  themselves  equally.  I  can  make  no 
distinction  between  them.  The  following  are  the  names  of  the  officers 
who  were  in  the  charge :  Captains  Terry,  Wickham,  Powell,  Badford, 
and  Alexander ;  Lieutenants  Harris,  Breckinridge,  Johnston,  Halsey, 
Beale,  Price,  Page,  Tardy,  Waller,  Newton,  Watts,  Izzard,  Kelso,  Trip- 
lett,  Bowles,  and  Timberlake. 

The  following  men  were  wounded,  viz :  Private  B.  T.  Witt,  of  Captain 
Winston  Radford's  company,  and  Privates  James  H.  H.  Figgat  and 
William  T.  Marks,  of  Captain  Pitzer's  company j  also  O.  Turpin,  of 
Captain  Terry's  company. 

Four  horses  were  killed  and  two  wounded  in  Captain  Badford's  com- 
pany ;  one  horse  wounded  in  Captain  Powell's  company ;  one  horse 
killed,  one  wounded,  and  one  missing  in  Captain  Wickham's  company, 
and  three  horses  wounded  in  Captain  Terry's  company. 

The  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  of  all  the  companies  did  their 
duty  in  every  respect 

Charles,  the  colored  servant  of  Adjutant  Burk,  uuaided,  captured  a 
prisoner  armed  with  gun  and  pistol,  and  turned  him  over  to  the  com- 
manding general  of  the  First  Brigade. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  0.  W.  KADFORD, 
Colonel  Thirtieth  Virginia  Cavalry. 

Captain  Stevens, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Brigade,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
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No.  03. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  T.  T.  Munford,  Thirtieth  Virginia  Cavalry,  com- 
manding Squadron. 

Oatalbt  Gamp,  July  24, 1861. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  report  that  early  on  the 
morning  of  the  2l8t  Colonel  Radford  assigned  me  a  squadron  composed 
of  the  Black  Horse  Troop,  Captain  Payne,  and  the  Chesterfield  Troop, 
Captain  Ball.  For  several  hours  this  command  remained  under  the  fire 
of  the  enemy's  guns;  we  were  then  ordered  to  follow  Colonel  Radford's 
command  to  the  battle-ground.  There  I  placed  my  command  under 
cover  and  was  joined  by  a  squadron  of  our  regiment,  composed  of  the 
Wise  Troop,  Captain  Langhorne,  and  the  Franklin  Rangers,  Captain 
Hale.  Three  other  independent  companies  afterwards  joined  my  com- 
mand. 

About  5  p.  m.  I  received  the  following  order  from  Col.  G.  W.  Lay,  viz : 

Colonel  Radford  hat  advanced.  Munford  will  follow,  and  cross  the  nearest  ford 
and  pursue  the  retreating  enemy.   Pass  the  word  to  Stuart. 

I  obeyed  this  order  as  rapidly  as  possible,  came  up  with  the  enemy, 
who  were  in  wild  confusion,  charged  and  captured  some  twenty  prison- 
ers and  several  horses.  As  we  neared  the  woods  a  heavy  volley  of 
musketry  was  opened  upon  us,  disabling  four  horses  aud  slightly  wound- 
ing two  men.  Mistaking  Colonel  Kershaw's  command  and  Kemper's  bat- 
tery, who  were  in  our  rear,  for  the  enemy,  I  withdrew  my  command 
and  watched  their  movements  until  Kemper  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy. 
Discovering  the  mistake^I  again  ordered  up  the  squadron  I  had  started 
with  and  joined  Colonel  Kershaw.  As  soon  as  Kemper's  battery  ceased 
firing  I  advanced,  and  found  Major  Scott,  commanding  Captain  Davis' 
company,  had  proceeded  to  the  bridge  on  Cub  Creek.  Assuming  the 
com  maud  of  the  cavalry  there  I  ordered  them  to  dismount,  and  sent 
Captain  Payne  to  Colonel  Kershaw,  asking  him  to  assist  me.  As  soon  as 
the  cannon  on  this  side  of  the  creek  were  hitched  up  and  placed  in  the 
road,  Major  Scott,  without  consulting  me,  marched  off  his  command, 
carrying  the  guns  with  him.  I  continued  to  work  with  the  Black  Horse 
and  Chesterfield  Troop  until  five  more  pieces  of  cannon  were  hitched 
up,  including  the  heavy  82-pounder  and  all  the  caissons,  forges,  &c. 

When  I  had  exhausted  my  command  both  in  numbers  and  physique, 
I  left  the  creek  and  conducted  the  train  to  Manassas.  I  had  but  one 
trooper  to  four  horses ;  all  of  the  others  were  driving  the  cannon  and 
wagons.  I  again  joined  Major  Scott  and  took  charge  of  the  cannon  he 
had  carried  to  Colonel  Kershaw's  command,  and  was  compelled  to  leave 
fourteen  horses  and  five  or  six  caissons  for  want  of  drivers,  Major  Scott 
having  lost  or  dismissed  his  command  before  I  arrived.  After  being  out 
the  whole  day  of  the  battle  and  the  entire  night  I  arrived  at  Manassas, 
and  had  the  honor  of  delivering  to  his  excellency  the  President  of  the 
Confederate  States  ten  rified  guns,  their  caissons,  and  forty-six  horses. 

It  is  proper  to  say  that  Captain  Evans  (infantry),  of  Colonel  Ker- 
shaw's command,  who  came  to  my  assistance,  rendered  material  aid  in 
getting  out  the  guns.  It  affords  me  no  little  pleasure  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity  to  recommend  to  your  especial  commendation  the  corps  under  my 
command.  In  the  charge  they  behaved  most  gallantly.  The  position 
of  the  Black  Horse,  being  nearest  to  the  firing,  gave  me  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  them  fullv  tested,  and  it  would  be  injustice  for  me  to  omit 
mentioning  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Langhorne,  of  the  Wise  Troop, 
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and  Private  Taliaferro,  of  the  Black  Horse.  I  saw  the  former  charge 
upon  a  man  who  was  behind  a  cedar  fence,  and  in  the  act  of  firing  his 
rifle  at  hi  in,  aud  kill  him  before  he  could  fire.  Taliaferro's  horse  was 
killed  under  him  by  one  of  the  enemy,  and  in  falling  broke  his  collar- 
bone:  but  he  sprang  to  his  feet,  pursued  and  killed  his  man  with  his 
pistol,  both  running  at  speed. 

I  am  not  familiar  with  the  roads  or  the  farms,  and  claim  nothing  for 
myself ;  but  I  do  claim  that  the  men  under  my  command  pursued  the 
enemy  farther  thau  any  other  command,  and  I  do  l>elievo  that  when 
Colonel  Jtadford  charged  and  routed  the  enemy  on  my  left,  and  when  I 
met  the  retreating  enemy  half  a  mile  lower  down,  it  caused  the  panic 
and  jam  at  the  bridge  which  resulted  iu  the  capturing  of  tho  cannon, 
&«.,  and  all  of  the  wagons,  which  I  left  iu  charge  of  Captain  Evann. 
Ver>-  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TITOMAa  T.  MUSFORD, 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Caralry. 

Brigadier  General  Bonham. 


No.  94. 

Reptrt  of  Capt.  Del.  Kemper,  Alexandria  Light  Artillery. 

Artillery  Quarters  Advanced  Forces, 

First  Brigade,  First  Corps,  army  Potomac, 

Vienna,  July  25,  1801. 

General  :  In  compliance  with  General  Orders,  No.  — ,  requiring  re- 
ports from  commanders  of  regiments  and  detached  corps  of  the  opera- 
tions of  their  respective  commands  in  the  actions  of  the  18th  aud  21st 
instants,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  details  of  the  part 
performed  by  my  battery  in  the  last  above-mentioned  engagement : 

At  7  o'clock  precisely  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  the  enemy  com- 
menced a  cannonade  from  his  original  position  in  front  of  Mitchell's 
Ford.  My  battery  was  ordered  from  the  left  of  the  trenches  about  0 
a. m.,  and  placed  in  position  in  rear  of  the  trenches  at  Mitchell's  Ford. 
This  position  we  occupied  without  a  chance  to  respond  to  the  fire  of  the 
enemy,  they  being  clearly  beyond  our  range,  until  about  1  p.  m.,  when 
I  was  ordered  to  join  Colonels  Kershaw  and  Cash,  and  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Kershaw  to  move  to  the  left  of  our  lines  near  .stone 
bridge. 

We  arrived  near  the  scene  of  action  about  3  p.  m.,  and  immediately 
taking  position  in  and  near  the  road  leading  from  Sudley  Ford  to  Ma- 
nassas Junction,  and  about  one-half  mile  south  of  the  turnpike,  we  had 
the  honor  of  receiving  and  repulsing  the  last  attack  made  by  the  enemy. 
They  were  found  in  strong  force  (of  regulars),  and  required  to  be  repulsed 
three  times  before  they  retired  finally,  which  they  began  to  do  about 
4.15  p.  m.  Seeing  this  general  retreat  commenced,  and  my  men  being 
very  much  worn-out,  I  withdrew  my  battery  a  short  distance  to  the  rear, 
and  returning  with  a  few  of  my  men,  got  one  of  the  Parrott  rifled  guns, 
previously  captured  from  the  enemy,  in  a  position  to  bear  upon  their 
retreating  columns,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  annoying  them  consider- 
ably. 

Colonel  Kershaw  ordered  his  whole  command  to  pursue  them  down 
the  turnpike,  and  especially  to  endeavor  to  cut  them  off  where  the  road 
from  Sudley  Church  (by  which  their  main  body  retreated)  intersects 
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the  turnpike,  about  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Centreville.  We  failed 
to  overtake  any  enemy  in  the  turnpike  until  we  arrived  on  the  hill 
abont  one  mile  south  of  Cub  Creek  Bridge,  in  time  to  open  (with  two  of 
my  guns)  on  the  enemy's  column,  which  was  by  this  time  partly  in  the 
turnpike.  We  also  throw,  with  good  effect,  some  spherical  case  into 
their  baggage  train,  &c,  which  had  not  emerged  into  tho  turnpike. 

I  wish  to  remark  that  the  first  shot  fired  to  rake  the  road  was  fired 
by  the  venerable  Edmund  Kuffin,  and  a  prisoner  subsequently  stated 
that  the  effect  was  frightful.  This  maneuver  resulted  in  the  capture 
of  many  cannon,  caissons,  artillery  horses,  baggage  wagons,  an  immense 
number  of  muskets,  rifles,  and  accouterments,  and  many  prisoners.  In 
obedience  to  orders,  Colonel  Kershaw's  command  returned  to  stone 
bridge,  where  wo  arrived  about  11  p.  m.,  and  thus,  as  far  as  we  were 
concerned,  closed  this  glorious  day. 

I  desire,  general,  to  call  attention  to  the  gallant  bearing  of  Lieuten- 
ants Stewart,  Bayliss,  and  Smoot,  of  my  company.  Each  of  them 
throughout  the  engagements  of  Thursday  and  Sunday  performed  his 
whole  duty  with  a  degree  of  coolness  and  judgment  worthy  of  all  praise. 
The  men  of  my  company,  with  two  exceptions,  behaved  like  veterans. 

The  casualties  of  my  command  were:  One  killed,  Private  Richard 
Owens,  killed  by  a  musket  bullet,  and  two  wounded  slightly ;  also  one 
horse  killed,  two  wounded,  and  one  lost 

These  details  are  respectfully  submitted,  general,  by  your  obedient 
servant* 

DEL.  KEMPER, 
Captain,  Comdg.  Battery  of  Light  Artillery  from  Alexandria,  Va. 

Brigadier-General  Bonham, 

Commanding  First  Brigade,  <&c. 


No.  95. 

Report  of  Brig.  Oen.  Richard  8.  Eicell,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  First 

Corps. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade, 

Union  Mills,  July  24, 1861. 

Sir  :  In  conformity  with  Special  Orders,  No.  146,  headquarters  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  upon  the  morning  of 
July  21,  1861, 1  first  received  orders  to  hold  myself  in  readiness  to  ad- 
vance at  a  moment's  notice.  I  next  received  a  copy  of  an  order  sent  to 
General  Jones  and  furnished  me  by  him,  in  which  it  was  stated  I  had 
been  ordered  at  once  to  proceed  to  his  support. 

I  immediately  commenced  crossing  my  brigade  over  Bull  Run,  but 
whilst  so  doing  received  an  order  to  fall  back  to  my  former  position, 
which  I  did,  and  a  short  time  afterwards  received  another  order,  brought 
by  Colonel  Terry,  aide-de-camp,  to  cross  again,  proceed  up  the  run,  and 
attack  a  battery  of  the  enemy  upon  its  flank  and  rear,  regulating  my 
movements  upon  the  brigades  of  Generals  Jones  and  Longstreet.  I  again 
crossed  the  stream,  and  had  proceeded  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  exe- 
cution of  the  order  when  I  was  stopped  by  an  order  to  march  at  once  to 
stone  bridge,  following  General  Holmes'  brigade,  which  had  already 
been  ordered  to  proceed  to  that  point, 

I  deem  it  proper  to  state  that  the  courier  said  he  had  been  accom- 
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panied  by  an  aide-de-camp,  whose  horse  had  given  out  before  reaching 
me.  I  countermarched  and  marched  at  once  to  headquarters  in  the 
field,  remained  in  reserve  at  that  point  until  ordered  back  to  Union  Mills, 
which  I  reached  after  a  long  and  fatiguing  march  the  same  night. 

My  brigade  consisted  of  Rodes'  Fifth  Alabama,  Seibels'  Sixth  Ala- 
bama, Seymour's  Sixth  Louisiana,  a  battery  under  Captain  Rosser,  the 
Washington  Artillery ,.and  four  companies  of  cavalry,  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Jenifer.  The  infantry  would  hardly  have  got  back  that  night, 
but  for  the  excitement  of  hearing  that  the  enemy  were  in  possession  of 
the  ford.  As  connected  with  this,  I  send  a  report  of  a  skirmish  on  the 
17th,  of  Colonel  Bodes'  regiment  becoming  engaged  and  checking  the 
enemy,  owing  to  the  non-reception  of  the  order  to  fall  back  on  their  ap- 
pearance.1 

Very  respectfully, 

R.  S.  EWELL, 

Brigadier-General 

Col.  Thomas  Jordan,  Assistant  Adjutant  General 


No.  96. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  David  R.  Jones,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  First 

Corps, 

Hdqrb.  Third  Brigade,  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

Camp  near  McLean's  Ford,  on  Bull  Run,  July  23, 1861. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  orders  from  headquarters,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  statement  of  the  operations  of  my  brigade  on 
the  day  of  the  21st  instant : 

At  7.10  a.  m.  the  following  order  was  received,  viz : 

July  21,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  R.  Jones, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade  : 

General  :  General  Ewell  has  been  ordered  to  take  the  offensive  upon  Centreville. 
You  will  follow  the  movement  at  once  by  attacking  hHn  in  your  front. 
Respectfully, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 


I  immediately  placed  my  brigade  in  readiness  to  advance,  and  dis- 
patched a  messenger  to  communicate  with  General  Ewell,  whose  move- 
ment I  was  to  follow.  Not  receiving  a  prompt  reply,  I  crossed  McLean's 
Ford  and  took  position  with  myartillery  in  battery  on  the  Union  Mills 
road,  near  the  farm  of  Mr.  E.  W .  Kincheloe  and  abreast  of  Grigsby's, 
which  the  enemy  held  with  a  strong  force  of  artillery,  infantry,  and 
cavalry.  I  here  awaited  the  advance  of  General  Ewell  for  about  two 
hours  and  a  half,  at  the  end  of  which  time  I  received  a  somewhat  dis- 
cretionary order,  through  Captain  Ferguson,  aide-de-camp,  and  a  few 
minutes  after  the  following  positive  order,  through  Colonel  Chisolm, 
aide-de-camp,  to  return  to  my  former  position,  viz : 

10.30  A.  M. 

General  Jones  : 

On  account  of  the  difficulties  in  our  front  it  is  thought  preferable  to 
the  advance  of  the  right  wing.   Resume  your  former  position. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 
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In  the  execution  of  these  orders  the  two  Mississippi  regiments  of  my 
brigade,  while  advancing  to  recross  McLean's  Ford,  were  exposed  to  a 
dangerous  and  demoralizing  fire  of  rifle  shot  and  shell  from  the  enemy's 
batteries,  placed  at  or  near  Grigsby's  barn.  Upon  reaching  my  intrench  - 
ments  General  Ewell  sent  me  an  order  he  had  received  from  General 
Beauregard,  upon  which  was  the  following  indorsement,  viz : 

The  general  say»  this  ia  the  only  order  he  has  received.  It  implies  he  is  to  receive 
another.    Send  this  to  General  Beauregard  if  you  think  proper. 

F1TZ.  LEE, 


Shortly  after  this  I  was  requested  by  General  Longstreet  to  make,  a 
demonstration  in  his  favor  on  my  front,  followed  by  an  order  from  Gen- 
eral Beauregard,  borne  by  Mr.  Terry,  11.30  a.  m.,  to  advance  upon  the 
enemy  up  Rocky  Bun,  co-operating  with  General  Ewell  on  my  right  and 
General  Longstreet  on  my  left. 

I  recrossed  the  ford,  my* men  much  fatigued  by  the  morning's  inarch, 
many  just  convalescing  from  the  measels,  and  retraced  my  route  to  the 
position  I  had  occupied  in  the  morning,  and  thence  endeavored  to  com- 
municate with  General  Ewell.  Failiug  in  this,  I  notified  Geueral  Long- 
street  that  1  was  advancing  to  the  assault,  and  proceeded  westwardly 
through  the  woods  to  the  eastern  elevation  of  Rocky  Run  Valley.  My 
regiments  were  pushed  forward  by  a  flank  movement  through  a  ravine 
in  the  northeastern  comer  of  Croson's  field,  with  instructions  to  form 
into  line  after  crossing  the  hollow  in  the  following  order,  viz  :  Colonel 
Jenkins,  Fifth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  on  the  right,  his  right 
wing  resting  on  the  woods ;  Colonel  Burt,  Eighteenth  Regiment  Mis- 
sissippi Volunteers,  on  the  left,  and  Colonel  Featherston,  Seventeenth 
Regiment  Mississippi  Volunteers,  supporting  my  artillery,  protected  by 
a  company  of  infantry  and  Captain  Flood's  small  troop  of  cavalry,  to  l>e 
posted  on  the  brow  of  a  hill  well  to  the  left — tin-  only  point  from  which  it 
could  be  used  at  all— in  order  to  distract  the  enemy's  fire  from  my  ad- 
vancing lines  of  infantry.  This  arrangement  of  my  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, I  regret  to  state,  was  impracticable,  by  a  vigorous  converging  fire 
from  the  enemy's  rifled  guns  and  au  advance  of  his  infantry  before  my 
infantry  company  could  be  thrown  forward  to  protect  the  pieces,  and  I 
was  compelled  to  withdraw  them. 

Colonel  Jenkins'  regiment  advanced  through  a  galling  fire  and  over 
exceedingly  difficult  ground  across  the  hollow.  The  Mississippi  regi- 
ment followed,  but  owing  to  the  great  difficulties  of  the  ground,  which 
were  not  apparent  in  my  reconnaissance,  and  to  the  murderous  shower 
of  the  shot,  shell,  and  canister  which  was  poured  upon  the  brigade  from 
a  masked  battery,  as  well  as  from  that  in  front,  faltered,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  Captain  Fontaine's  company,  fell  back.  I  rallied  them  in 
the  woods  to  the  rear  at  a  point  to  which  I  had  previously  withdrawn  the 
artillery  and  cavalry.  While  the  Eighteenth  Mississippi  Regiment  was 
endeavoring  to  form  into  line  its  right  became  lapped  behind  the  left  of 
the  Fifth,  upon  which  its  fire  told  with  ratal  effect.  The  latter  regiment 
(the  Fifth),  notwithstanding  the  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy  in  front  and 
the  unfortunate  fire  of  friends  in  the  rear,  advanced  to  the  opposite  slope, 
and  then  formed  into  line  of  battle,  prepared  to  make  the  charge. 
Being  isolated  by  the  falling  back  of  the  supporting  regiments  it  main- 
tained its  position  for  nearly  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  its  two  right 
companies  in  the  mean  time  thrown  into  the  woods  with  well-directed 
volleys,  driving  the  akeady  retreating  foe  precipitately  from  the  field. 
After  I  had  dispatched  three  separate  orders  to  withdraw,  there  being 
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tto  favoring  demonstration  from  Blackburn's  Ford,  it  retired  well  formed 
and  in  good  order  from  the  field. 

Although  the  main  object  of  our  attack— the  possession  of  the  bat- 
tery—was not  attained,  the  effect  of  our  operations,  I  am  glad  to  believe, 
was  none  the  less  important  in  working  out  the  grand  issues  of  the  day. 
The  enemy  left  in  panic  the  strong  position  fYoin  which  he  completely 
commanded  several  fords  of  Bull  Run  and  the  adjacent  country  for  miles 
around. 

My  men  behaved  well  in  making  the  advance,  considering  the  great 
difficulties  of  the  ground  and  the  terrible  nature  of  the  fire,  as  the  fol- 
lowing statement  will  show:  Fifth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volun- 
teers, 3  killed,  23  wounded ;  Seventeenth  Regiment  Mississippi  Volun- 
teers. 2  killed,  10  wounded;  Eighteenth  Regiment  Mississippi  Voluntas, 
9  killed,  29  wounded.   Total,  14  killed,  62  wounded. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  express  the  confidence  with  which 
the  conduct  of  Captain  Miller  and  Lieutenant  Noroom,  of  the  artillery, 
and  Capt.  J.  W.  Flood,  of  the  cavalry,  attached  to  my  command,  in  • 
spired  me.  I  only  regret  that  the  circumstances  of  my  position  pre 
vented  me  from  deriving  the  full  benefit  of  the  assistance  they  were  so 
ready  and  eager  to  give.  Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise  of  the 
gallantry  displayed  by  Colonel  Jenkins  and  his  regiment  of  South  Caro- 
linians. The  daring  advance  in  line,  the  unwavering  determination 
and  coolness  with  which  he  held  his  command  in  position  after  it  was 
completely  isolated,  and  the  ready  tact  with  which  he  advanced  his 
right  flank  and  scattered  the  foe,  will  challenge  comparison,  I  venture 
to  say,  with  any  of  the  many  exhibitions  of  gallantry  that  graced  the 
signal  victory  of  the  day.  To  Captain  Fontaine,  Company  H,  Eight- 
eenth Regiment  Mississippi  Volunteers,  much  praise  is  also  due  for  the 
manner  in  which  he  kept  his  company  in  hand.  Not  only  did  he  resist 
the  backward  pressure  of  the  other  companies  of  his  regiment,  but  he 
gallantly  maintained  his  ground  in  rear  of  the  Fifth  Regiment,  and  with 
it  retired  from  the  field. 

For  more  detailed  reports  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  accompany- 
ing reports  of  colonels  commanding  regiments  of  this  brigade. 

To  the  following-named  gentlemen :  Lieut.  F.  G.  Latham,  acting  as- 
sistant adjutant-general,  Capts.  A.  Coward,  J.  W.  Ford,  E.  Taylor,  J. 
R.  Curell,  and  Lieut.  O.  K.  McLemore,  members  of  my  staff,  I  am  in- 
debted for  valuable  assistance,  and  I  am  under  especial  obbgations  to 
Mr.  E.  W.  Kincheloe,  whose  services  as  messenger,  scout,  and  guide 
were  truly  valuable  to  me  personally,  as  well  as  the  cause  in  which  we 
are  engaged.  I  take  pleasure  also  in  acknowledging  the  valuable  as- 
sistance of  Colonel  White  and  Mr.  Davis,  both  independent  volunteers, 
accompanying  the  Mississippi  Volunteers  under  my  command. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  R.  JONES, 
Brigadier-General.  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  Jordan, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


No.  97. 

Report  of  Col.  W.  A  Featherston,  Seventeenth  Mississippi  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Camp  Pettus,  July  24, 1861. 
Sib  :  In  obedience  to  the  ordor  of  General  D.  R.  Jones,  I  beg  leave 
to  Bubmit  the  following  report  of  the  action  taken  by  the  Seventeenth 
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Regiment  of  Mississippi  Volunteers  in  the  attack  made  on  the  enemy's 
camp  near  McLeau's  Ford  on  the  evening  of  the  21st  instant: 

General  Jones'  brigade,  composed  of  the  Fifth  South  Carolina  and 
the  Seventeenth  and  Eighteenth  Regiments  of  Mississippi  Volunteers, 
marched  to  the  field  in  the  order  of  their  position  in  line.  Colonel  Jen- 
kins' regiment,  holding  the  right,  was  placed  in  the  front ;  Colonel  Burt's 
in  the  center ;  and  the  Seventeenth,  holding  the  left,  was  in  the  rear. 

On  entering  the  field  where  the  enemy  were  encamped  we  found  their 
batteries  planted  and  pointing  in  the  direction  of  our  entrance  upon  the 
field.  We  marched  up  a  ravine  some  two  or  three  hundred  yards  until 
we  reached  the  foot  of  the  first  hill  occupied  by  the  enemy,  where  we 
entered  the  field.  Here  we  were  halted,  and  the  South  Carolina  regi- 
ment formed  into  line  of  battle  on  the  right,  and  the  Eighteenth  Mis- 
sissippi immediately  on  the  left  of  the  South  Carolina  regiment.  These 
regiments  were  thrown  into  line  near  the  foot  of  the  hill  as  perfectly 
as  the  ground  would  permit,  where  they  were  somewhat  protected 
against  the  enemy's  batteries  by  the  hill  in  front.  These  regiments 
covered  the  whole  line  of  battle,  and  the  Seventeenth  Regiment  could 
not  be  formed  in  line  of  battle  in  rear  of  the  other  two,  owing  to  obsta- 
cles presented  by  the  ground. 

Very  soon  after  we  were  halted  the  firing  commenced,  and  the  order 
to  charge  or  advance  was  given  immediately  on  the  right.  The  two 
regiments  in  front  marched  very  promptly  and  gallantly  up  the  hill,  in 
the  direction  of  the  enemy.  I  immediately  ordered  the  Seventeenth  to 
advance,  and  standing  at  the  head  of  the  column  ascended  the  hill,  direct- 
ing the  right  wing  to  the  right  and  ordered  the  left  to  incline  to  the 
left,  so  as  to  form  a  line  of  battle  in  the  rear  of  the  Eighteenth  Regi- 
ment. This  order  was  promptly  obeyed  by  every  company  in  my  com- 
mand. The  Eighteenth  Regiment,  in  our  front,  advanced  until  they 
reached  the  ravine  which  separates  the  two  hills  occupied  by  the  enemy. 
Here  they  were  halted  by  the  ravine  in  front,  which  at  that  place  could 
not  be  crossed  without  great  difficulty,  if  at  all.  Standing  thus  exposed 
to  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery  and  musketry,  and  being  un- 
able to  advance,  they  fell  back.  The  Seventeenth  Regiment  advanced  to 
the  edge  of  the  ravine,  and  the  right  wing  was  ordered  by  me  to  fire  after 
it  was  unmasked  by  tlie  Eighteenth.  This  order  was  promptly  obeyed. 
The  left  wing  did  not  fire  at  all,  and  was  not  ordered  to  do  so.  Stand- 
ing thus,  unable  to  advance,  and  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy, 
the  Seventeenth  fell  back  with  the  Eighteenth  Regiment.  This  advance 
was  made  by  all  three  of  the  regiments  under  a  very  rapid  fire  from  the 
enemy's  batteries,  as  well  as  from  their  sharpshooters,  and  was  checked 
only  by  the  obstacles  in  their  pathway.'  After  falling  back  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  enemy's  batteries  the  regiments  were  reformed  and  the 
order  given  to  them  to  return  to  their  camps. 

The  orders  communicated  to  me  by  General  Jones  before  entering 
upon  the  field  were  that  my  regiment  was  held  rather  in  reserve,  but 
required  to  sustain  the  other  two,  and  I  was  to  exercise  my  own  discre- 
tion in  doing  so.  I  thought  at  the  time,  and  still  think,  that  in  making 
the  charge  the  other  two  regiments  required  the  support  of  mine,  and 
so  ordered  it* 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.  S.  FEATHERSTON, 
Commanding  Seventeenth  Mississippi  Volunteers. 

'  -Nominal  list  of  casualties  stows  8  killed  and  10  wounded. 
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No.  98. 

Report  of  Col.  E.  R.  Burt,  Eighteenth  Mississippi  Infantry. 

McLean's  Fobd,  July  22, 1861. 

Dear  Sib  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  report  that  my  command,  Eighteenth 
Regiment  Mississippi  Volunteers,  with  Colonel  Jenkins'  South  Carolina 
regiment,  Colonel  Featherston's  Seventeenth  Regiment  Mississippi  Vol- 
unteers, under  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  D.  R.  Jones,  proceeded  at  about 
2.30  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  21st  to  take  the  battery  of  the  enemy 
posted  near  Grigsby's  barn,  on  the  north  side  of  Bull  Run. 

When  within  about  three  hundred  yards  of  the  guns  of  the  enemy  I 
endeavored  to  form  my  command  near  the  edge  of  a  ravine  on  the  left 
of  the  command  of  Colonel  Jenkins.  Before,  however,  the  regiment 
could  be  formed,  which  from  the  nature  of  the  ground  was  difficult  to 
do,  the  enemy  delivered  a  murderous  fire  on  it  At  this  period  the 
command  came  from  the  right  to  charge  the  enemy.  By  whom  it  was 
given  I  know  not.  The  charge  was.  made,  however,  without  any  knowl- 
edge of  the  ground  over  which  the  regiment  was  to  pass,  and  continued 
in  the  face  of  a  terrific  fire  of  canister,  shell,  and  shot  from  the  battery 
of  the  enemy  and  the  fire  of  a  portion  of  my  own  command  through 
those  in  advance  of  (hem  until  an  impassable  ravine  was  reached 
(where  the  line  was  originally  attempted  to  be  formed,  but  not  effected), 
when  the  confusion  under  the  galling  fire  of  the  enemy's  guns  became 
very  great,  so  much  so  that  to  form  the  line  was  utterly  impracticable, 
and  it  was  not  done  until  the  field  of  Mrs.  Speak's  was  reached.  The 
fire  of  the  enemy  was  returned,  and  kept  up  by  the  regiment  for  some 
moments  without  seeing  where  the  battery  of  the  enemy  was  placed. 
The  infantry  of  the  enemy  tied  after  the  first  fire  from  our  arms. 

Although  but  a  short  time  engaged,  our  loss  was  severe.  Among  the 
killed  was  Capt  Adam  McWillie,  of  the  Camden  Rifles,  a  gallant  sol- 
dier of  the  Mexican  war,  having  fought  bravely  at  Monterey  and  Buena 
Vista;  he  was  killed  by  a  canister  shot  while  endeavoring  to  rally  his 
command.  First  Lieutenant  Seary,  of  Captain  Brown's  command,  was 
killed  on  the  field  whilst  making  the  charge.  Second  Lieutenant  York, 
of  Captain  Weliborn's  command,  was  badly  wounded  near  the  same 
time.  Third  Lieutenant  McLaurin,  of  Captain  Fontaine's  command, 
was  seriously  wounded  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell  Number  of  killed 
and  wounded,  thirty-eight. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  R.  BURT, 
Colonel  Eighteenth  Regiment  Mississippi  Volunteers. 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General  Latham. 


No.  99. 

Report  of  Col  M.  Jenkins,  Fifth  South  Carolina  Infantry. 

Hdqbs.  Fifth  Reg't  South  Cabolina  Vols., 

McLean'*  Ford,  July  22, 1861. 

Sib  :  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  brief  report  of  the  occurrences 
of  yesterday  as  they  relate  to  my  regiment: 

When  I  had  thrown  my  regiment  in  the  position  indicated  by  your 
orders,  and  found  that  the  enemy  had  discovered  our  approach,  I  formed 
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front  under  the  brow  of  a  hill.  The  enemy  opening  npon  us  a  heavy  * 
fire  of  grape  and  shell,  I  advanced  quickly  over  very  difficult  ground. 
While  gallantly  charging  in  fine  order  our  friends  in  the  rear  poured  in 
upon  me  heavy  fires  of  musketry,  cutting  us  up  sadly.  This  compelled 
a  halt,  which  I  made  upon  gaining  the  brow  of  the  hill  upon  which  the 
enemy  was  stationed.  Here,  under  a  terrific  fire  of  shell,  1  reformed  and 
dressed  ray  lines,  and  reloaded  suoL  guns  a3  had  been,  fired .  Expecting 
the  reserve  to  form  to  the  rear  to  my  support,  I  made  every  preparation 
to  renew  my  charge  upon  the  batteries,  when  I  discovered  that  I  was 
isolated  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy's  guns,  cavalry,  and  three  or  four 
regiments  of  infantry. 

Doubtful  whether  to  advance  unsupported  against  such  great  odds  of 
position  and  men,  I  sent  to  you  three  times  for  orders,  and  retained  my 
]K)8ition  amid  the  bursting  of  shell  and  threats  of  attack  for  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour.  Throwing  to  the  front  Captain  Seabrook's  com- 
pany us  sharpshooters,  and  rinding  a  large  force  threatening  to  charge, 
I  withdrew  them  and  placed  Company  A  (Captain  Qoss)  and  Company 
B  (Captain  Jackson)  in  advance,  in  a  skirt  of  woods  upon  my  right,  with 
orders  to  open  upon  the  enemy,  which  was  promptly  executed  and  with 
effect,  the  artillerists  leaving  their  guns  and  the  troops  retiring  to  the 
wood  immediately  in  their  rear. 

Not  hearing  from  the  brigade,  and  the  enemy  being  impregnable  to 
a  small  body  like  mine,  I  decided  unwillingly  to  withdraw,  and  leaving 
Companies  A  and  B  to  prevent  a  sudden  attack,  retired  in  order  a  short 
distance,  when  I  threw  into  position  Company  C  (Captain  Seay)  and 
Company  H  (Captain  Bower),  and  called  in  the  two  Companies  A  and 
B,  and,  forming  column,  slowly  and  in  order  left  the  grcand. 

My  observation,  limited  to  a  portion  of  the  regiment,  at  times  pre- 
vented my  noticing  all  who  behaved  well.  I  notice  with  pleasure,  as 
coming  under  immediate  observation,  the  coolness  and  good  conduct  of 
Lieut  Col.  G.  W.  H.  Legg,  in  addition 'm  the  captains  mentioned  as  per- 
forming special  orders.  I  was  greatly  pleased  with  the  coolness  and 
conduct  of  others.  Captains  Giles,  Carpenter,  and,  in  line,  all  uuder 
iny  observation,  obeyed  with  promptness  and  kept  good  order  in  their 
ranks.  Many  lieutenants  pleased  me  by  self-possession  and  coolness, 
and  would  no  doubt  have  given  signal  proof  of  gallantry  and  conduct 
had  opportunity  offered.  My  adjutant,  Lieut.  E.  B.  Clinton,  also 
greatly  pleased  ine  by  his  conduct.  I  could  notice  a  general  desire  to 
do  their  duty,  and  specially  marked  as  encouraging  the  meu  were  Pri- 
vates Fernandez  and  Long,  of  Captain  Glenn's  company.  I  also  hear 
Private  Scaife,  of  Captain  Go&s'  company,  highly  spoken  of  as  aiding 
his  company  in  its  hour  of  trial. 

I  can  only  refer  to  the  providence  of  a  merciful  God  our  success,  as 
the  enemy  left  the  field  under  so  small  an  attacking  force  j  to  His  pro- 
tection, our  safety  and  comparatively  small  loss  under  so  heavy  a  fire. 

The  enemy  fired  seventy-four  shots  at  us,  and  my  killed  amounted 
only  to  three  and  my  wounded  to  twenty-three. 
Most  respectfully, 

M.  JENKINS, 

Colonel. 

General  D  JL  Jones, 

Brigadier  General,  Commanding  Third  Brigade. 

P.  S.—I  should  have  stated  that  Company  K,  Captain  Walker,  was 
deployed  on  my  right  flank  as  skirmishers,  and  the  road  being  unknown 
and  the  thicket  dense  was  separated  from  the  regiment   Some  few  of 
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No.  100. 

Rrport  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  Longstreet,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  Fourth 

Brigade,  First  Corps. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Bbigade,  July  28,  1861 

In  obedience  to  the  general's  orders  of  the  20th  to  assume  the  offen- 
sive, my  command  was  moved  across  Bull  Run  at  an  early  hour  on  the 
21st  I  found  my  troops  much  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy's 
artillery,  my  front  being  particularly  exposed  to  a  double  cross-fire  as 
well  as  a  direct  one.  Garland's  regiment,  Eleventh  Virginia,  was  placed 
in  position  to  carry  by  assault  the  battery  immediately  in  ray  front. 
McBae's  regiment,  Fifth  North  Carolina,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jones, 
the  colonel  being  sick,  was  posted  in  rront  of  the  battery  on  my  right, 
and  with  same  purpose  in  regard  to  this  battery.  Strong  bodies  of 
skirmishers  were  thrown  out  in  front  of  each  column,  with  orders  to 
lead  in  the  assault,  and  at  the  same  time  to  keep  up  a  sharp  fire,  so  as 
to  confuse  as  much  as  possible  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  thereby  pro- 
tect the  columns,  which  were  not  to  fire  again  before  the  batteries  were 
ours.  The  columns  were  to  be  supported,  the  first  by  the  First  Virginia 
Regiment,  under  Major  Skinner,  the  second  by  the  Seventeenth  Virginia 
Regiment,  under  Colonel  Corse.  The  Twenty -fourth  Virginia  Regiment, 
under  Colonel  Hairston,  was  the  reserve  in  column  of  division  in  mass, 
convenient  to  the  support  of  either  column.  Arrangements  being  com- 
plete, the  troops  were  ordered  to  lie  down  and  cover  themselves  from 
the  artillery  fire  as  much  as  possible. 

About  an  hour  after  my  position  was  taken  it  was  discovered  by  a 
reconnaissance  made  by  Colonels  Terry  aud  Lubbock  that  the  enemy 
was  moviug  in  heavy  columns  towards  our  left,  the  position  that  the 
general  had  always  supposed  he  would  take.  This  information  was  at 
once  sent  to  headquarters,  and  I  soon  received  orders  to  fall  back  upon 
my  original  position,  the  right  bank  of  the  run.  Colonels  Terry  and 
Lubbock  then  volunteered  to  make  a  recounaissauce  of  the  position  of 
the  enemy's  batteries.  They  made  a  very  gallant  and  complete  one, 
and  a  hasty  sketch  of  his  entire  left  This  information  was  forwarded 
to  the  commanding  general,  with  the  suggestion  that  the  batteries  l>e 
taken. 

The  general's  orders  were  promptly  issued  to  that  effect,  and  1  again 
moved  across  the  run,  but  some  of  the  troopH  ordered  to  co-operate 
failed  to  get  their  orders.  After  awaiting  the  movement  some  time,  I 
received  a  peculiar  order  to  hold  my  position  only.  In  a  few  minutes, 
however,  the  enemy  were  reported  routed,  and  1  was  again  ordered  for- 
ward. The  troops  were  again  moved  across  the  run  and  advanced 
towards  Centreville,  the'  Fifth  North  Carolina  Regiment  being  left  to 
hold  the  ford.  Advancing  to  the  attack  of  the  routed  column  I  had  the 
First,  Eleventh,  Seventeenth,  and  Twenty-fourth  Virginia  Regiments, 
Garnett's  section  of  the  Washington  Artillery,  and  Whitehead's  troop 
of  cavalry.  The  artillery  and  cavalry  were  at  once  put  in  pursuit,  fol- 
lowed as  rapidly  as  possible  by  the  infantry. 

General  Bonham.  who  was  pursuing  on  our  left,  finding  it  difficult  to 
advance  throngh  tne  fields,  &c.,  moved  his  command  to  the  road,  pat 
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it  in  advance  of  mine,  and  the  march  towards  Cetitreville  was  continued 
about  a  mile  farther.  Night  coming  on,  the  general  deemed  it  advisable 
to  halt.  After  lying  in  this  position  about  an  hour  the  general  directed 
that  the  troops  should  be  marched  back  to  Bull  Run  for  water. 

Early  next  day  I  sent  Colonel  Terry  forward,  under  the  protection  of 
Captain  Whitehead's  troop,  to  pick  up  stragglers,  ordnance,  ordnance 
stores,  and  other  property  that  had  been  abandoned  by  the  enemy.  I 
have  oeen  too  much  occupied  to  get  the  names  or  the  number  of  prison- 
ers. As  1  had  no  means  of  taking  care  of  them.  I  at  once  sent  them  to 
headquarters  Colonel  Terry  captured  the  Federal  flag  said  to  have 
been  made,  in  anticipation  of  victory,  to  be  hoisted  over  our  position  at 
Manassas.  He  also  shot  from  the  cupola  of  the  court-house  at  Fairfax 
the  Federal  flag  left  there.  These  were  also  duly  forwarded  to  the  com- 
manding general. 

About  noon  of  the  22d  Colonel  Garland  was  ordered  with  his  regi- 
ment to  the  late  battle-ground  to  collect  and  preserve  the  property,  &c, 
that  had  been  abandoned  in  that  direction.  Colonel  Garland's  report 
and  inventory  of  other  property  and  stores  brought  in  to  headquarters 
and  listed  by  Captain  Sorrel,  of  my  staff,  and  the  regimental  reports  of 
killed  and  wounded  are  herewith  inclosed.* 

My  command,  although  not  actively  engaged  against  the  enemy,  was 
under  the  fire  of  his  artillery  for  nine  hours  during  the  day.  The  officers 
and  men  exhibited  great  coolness  and  patience  during  the  time. 

To  our  kind  and  efficient  medical  officers,  Surgeons  Cullen,  Thornhill, 
and  Lewis,  Assistant  Surgeons  Maury,  Chalmers,  and  Snownen,  we  owe 
many  thanks.  Lieut.  F.  S.  Armistead,  acting  assistant  adjutant- general, 
and  Lieut.  P.  T.  Manning  were  very  active  and  zealous. 

Volunteer  Stuff.— Colonel  Riddick,  assistant  adjutant-general,  North 
Carolina,  was  of  great  assistance  in  conveying  orders,  assisting  in  the 
distribution  of  troops,  and  infusing  proper  spirit  among  them.  Cols.  B. 
F.  Terry  and  T.  Lubbock  were  very  active  and  energetic.  When  unoccu- 
pied, they  repeatedly  volunteered  their  services  to  make  reconnaissances. 
They  were  very  gallantly  seconded  by  Capts.  T.  Goree  and  Chichester, 
who  were  also  very  useful  in  conveying  orders.  Capts.  T.  Waltou  anil 
C.  M.  Thompson  were  very  active  and  prompt  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties.  Captain  Sorrel  joined  me  as  a  volunteer  aide  in  the  midst  of  the 
fight.  He  came  into  the  battle  as  gaily  as  a  beau,  and  seemed  to  receive 
orders  which  threw  him  into  more  exposed  positions  with  peculiar  delight 
I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 

Brigadier- General. 


No.  101. 

Report  of  Col.  M.  1).  Corse,  Seventeenth  Virginia  Infantry. 

Blackburn's  Foed,  on  Bu£l  Run,  July  22, 1861. 

Gkneral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  movements  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Regiment  of  Virginia  Volunteers  on  Sunday,  the  21st  instant: 

Shortly  after  daybreak  Company  H,  Captain  Herbert,  was  ordered  to 
cross  the  ford  as  skirmishers.  Soon  after  this  movement  the  enemy, 
about  twenty  minutes  to  7  o'clock  a.  m.,  opened  on  our  camp  with  shell 
and  round  shot.  Captain  Herbert  remained  in  view  of  the  enemy  on 
the  opposite  bank  for  several  hours  exposed  to  this  fire,  and  during  that 

■  Not  found,  but  nee  pp.  570,  571. 
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time  successfully  repelled  a  body  of  skirmishers  deployed  against  him. 
At  the  several  points  observed  by  Captain  Herbert  there  were  posted 
two  batteries  and  a  large  reserve  of  infantry  to  sustain  them.  During 
the  morning  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  cross  the  ford,  which  order 
was  promptly  executed  by  officers  and  men,  and  the  regiment  formed 
in  column  at  the  head  of  the  ravine,  on  the  enemy's  bank,  near  their 
batteries.  Shot  and  shell  were  incessantly  poured  over  their  heads,  but 
without  any  damage,  and  the*  regiment  under  order  retired  to  their 
original  position. 

The  only  loss  sustained  was  by  Company  H — one  killed  and  three 
wounded.  Officers  and  men  displayed  a  good  deal  of  coolness  and 
bravery. 

I  have,  general,  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  D.  CORSE, 
Colonel,  Gomdg.  Seventeenth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteer$. 

Brigadier-General  Longstbeet, 

Commanding  Fourth  Brigade,  C.  8.  Army. 


No  102. 

Report  of  Col.  Eppa  JIunton,  Eighth  Virginia  Infantry. 

Camp  Berkeley,  near  Ball's  Mill,  July  26, 1861. 

Colonel  :  On  the  18th  of  July,  by  orders  from  headquarters,  my  com- 
mand took  up  its  march  from  Leesburg  to  join  your  command,  marching 
eighteen  miles  that  day  and  ten  miles  the  next,  reaching  your  head- 
quarters about  noon. 

I  was  ordered  by  you  to  form  in  line  of  battle  in  front  of  your  head- 
quarters, where  we  remained  till  the  morning  of  the  glorious  and  ever- 
memorable  21st  Early  that  morning  my  command  by  your  orders  was 
put  in  motion,  and  after  changing  its  position  several  times  was  ordered 
behind  the  woods  near  to  and  northwest  from  your  headquarters,  to  act 
as  a  support  to  other  forces  more  in  advance.  Yon  directed  me  to  hold 
this  position,  and  I  remained  in  it  for  several  hours,  exposed  to  the  fire 
of  one  of  the  batteries  of  the  enemy,  which  my  men  stood  with  much 
intrepidity,  shot  falling  sometimes  within  a  few  feet  of  their  line  and 
passing  over  their  heads. 

Later  in  the  day,  about  two  hours,  by  order  of  General  Beauregard. 
I  took  my  command  into  the  conflict  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  behind: 
a  wood  northeast  of  Mrs.  Henry's  house,  -through  which  the  enemy  was 
said  to  be  advancing  in  large  force.  At  that  moment  a  portion  of  our 
troops  were  retreating  in  great  confusion,  and  the  general  commanding 
directed  me  to  hold  my  line  firm  and  assist  in  rallying  the  retreating 
forces  behind  it.  This  being  done,  the  Eighth  Regiment  charged  with 
great  spirit  through  the  woods,  driving  the  approaching  enemy  back  in 
disorder.  I  was  then  ordered  to  the  fight  around  Mrs.  Henry's  house, 
where  the  Eighth  made  a  most  gallant  and  impetuous  charge,  routing 
the  enemy,  and  losing  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  thirty -three 
soldiers.  1  then  drew  the  men  back  to  a  ravine  on  the  east  side  of  the 
house,  to  shelter  them  from  random  shots,  when  I  was  ordered  to  take  a 
position  near  our  first,  to  meet  what  was  then  supposed  to  be  an  advanc- 
ing column  of  the  enemy,  when  it  was  found  to  be  a  retreat.  I  was 
ordered  immediately  to  Camp  Pickens,  which  was  reached  at  a  late  hour 
pi  the  night. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  intrepidity  of  the  men  under 
36  b  B — tol  u 
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my  command,  and  where  all  did  so  well  and  acted  so  gallantly  1  will 
not  and  cannot  discriminate  in  favor  of  any.  Two  of  the  companies 
had  only  joined  the  regiment  on  the  day  before  leaving  Leesbnrg.  The 
whole  regiment  was  very  much  worn  down  by  their  fatiguing  march 
from  Leesburg,  and  snfl'ering  from  want  of  food  and  water  on  the  field. 
Yet  they  stood  all  and  bore  all  with  cheerfulness  and  obeyed  every 
order  with  alacrity.  They  had  only  one  meal  during  the  21st,  and  but 
little  water. 

I  was  most  ably  and  efficiently  supported  on  the  battle-field  and 
during  the  whole  period  of  our  absence  from  Loudoun  by  Lieut.  Col.  C. 
B.  Tebbs  and  Maj.  N.  Berkeley,  both  of  whom  displayed  great  gallantry 
on  the  field.  Acting  Adjutant  Elzey  also  rendered  me  valuable  aid,  as 
did  my  sergeant-major,  Fitzhngh  Grayson,  who  has  been  missing  since 
the  fight,  and  I  fear  is  a  prisoner.  I  feel  his  loss  very  sensibly.  He  was 
generous  and  brave,  and  promised  to  make  a  valuable  officer. 

While  mourning  over  the  gallant  fellows  of  the  Eighth  who  fell  on 
that  bloody  field  it  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  and  thankfulness  to 
God  that  so  few  fell,  and  that  no  officer  was  either  killed  or  wounded. 
Below  is  a  kstof  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.* 
Very  respectfully,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

EPPA  HUNTON, 
Colonel  Eighth  Virginia  Regiment. 

Col.  Philip  St.  Geoege  Cooke. 


No.  103. 

Report  of  Col  R.  E.  Withers,  Eighteenth  Virginia  Infantry. 

Colonel.  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  of  the  share  taken 
by  the  Eighteenth  Regimen  t  in  the  battle  of  the  21st  of  July. 

The  position  occupied  by  my  command  was,  as  you  are  aware,  on  the 
north  side  of  Bull  Run,  at  Ball's  Ford,  which  we  were  ordered  to  defend. 
This  position  they  had  occupied  for  three  days,  sleeping  on  their  arms, 
as  their  position  was  very  much  exposed.  Colonel  Preston's  regiment 
(Twenty -eighth)  was  on  my  right. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  -1st  I  heard  firing  in  the  direction  of  my 
advance  picket.  Supposing  it  caused  by  an  advance  of  the  enemy  on 
my  position  I  hastened  to  the  point,  and  found  that  the  firing  was  caused 
by  an  advance  of  the  enemy  along  the  Warren  ton  turnpike,  driving  in 
the  pickets  of  Major  Evans  on  that  road.  I  could  distinctly  hear  the 
moving  of  a  very  large  number  of  men  and  many  ammunition  wagons, 
indicating  that  a  formidable  attack  was  designed  upon  our  lines. 
Causing  two  companies  to  be  deployed  as  skirmishers  on  my  left  and  in 
front  I  awaited  further  developments.  No  attack  having  been  made  on 
us  we  remained  in  position  until  2  o'clock  p.  m.  At  this  time,  being 
enabled  to  see  from  my  position  the  progress  of  the  fight,  and  that  the 
extreme  left  of  the  position  of  our  army  had  been  turned  by  the  enemy 
crossing  Boll  Run  at  Sudley's  Mill,  some  distance  above  stone  bridge, 
and  were  outflanking  and  forcing  back  by  immensely  superior  numbers 
our  forces  on  the  left  and  center,  I  crossed  the  run  and  formed  my  regi- 
ment in  readiness  for  immediate  action.  Soon  after  Colonel  Cocke  sent 
down  by  one  of  his  aides  an  order  to  bring  my  regiment  into  action  as 

•  The  uomixuJ  list  shows  6  killed,  23  wounded,  and  1  missing. 
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speedily  as  possible.  We  moved  forward  in  double-quick  time,  and 
soon  came  under  fire  of  the  enemy's  battery  about  Lewis*  house.  Con- 
tinuing to  advance  beyond  the  house,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Beaure- 
gard to  couduct  my  regiment  obliquely  to  the  left  and  attack  the  center 
of  the  enemy.  On  approaching  their  position  I  found  a  pretty  strong 
force  posted  in  a  thicket  of  pines,  in  some  places  almost  impenetrable. 
With  a  cheer  we  dashed  into  the  thicket  and  pushed  forward,  the  en- 
emy retiring  as  we  advanced. 

They  were  composed  principally  of  the  Fourteenth  New  York  Chas- 
seurs, and  several  of  their  number  were  killed  and  captured  by  the  left 
wing  of  my  regiment.  Emerging  from  the  pines  I  halted  and  reformed 
the  regiment,  which  had  been  thrown  into  some  disorder  whilst  advanc- 
ing through  the  pines.  I  now  found  myself  exposed  to  a  hot  Are  of 
musketry,  and  could  not  clearly  distinguish  friends  from  foes.  Order- 
ing my  men  to  lie  down  in  a  slight  depression  of  the  field,  so  as  to  pro- 
tect them  as  far  as  possible,  I  rode  to  the  left  of  the  line,  and  after  some 
trouble  was  enabled  to  discover  the  U.  S.  flag  with  about  two  regiments 
on  a  hill  opposite  our  position  and  across  the  Sudley  road.  A  pretty 
sharp  fire  at  long  range  was  kept  up  between  these  troops  and  my  com- 
mand for  some  time.  Just  at  this  time  a  number  of  troops  to  my  right, 
who  had  been  stationed  around  an  old  house  (Mrs.  Henry's),  fell  back 
in  a  good  deal  of  confusion,  but  rallied  as  soon  as  they  passed  my  line. 
One  of  the  captains  came  up,  and,  announcing  that  they  constituted  a 
part  of  the  Hampton  Legion,  and  had  no  field  ofiicers  left  to  take  charge 
of  them,  as  their  colonel  was  wounded  and  lieutenant-colonel  killed,  de- 
sired to  know  what  they  should  do.  I  directed  them  to  form  on  the 
right  of  my  regiment,  which  they  did  with  promptness.  I  was  then 
told  that  they  had  been  forced  back  from  a  battery  which  they  had 
taken  from  the  enemy,  but  which  they  seemed  determined  to  regain,  as 
their  skirmishers  had  advanced  very  nearly  to  the  guns,  supported  by 
a  heavy  force  of  infantry.  I  ordered  the  whole  regiment  to  charge, 
which  they  did  in  beautiful  style?  driving  back  the  enemy  (not  only  the 
skirmishers,  but  the  supporting  infantry)  beyond  the  hilL 

This  battery  consisted  of  eight  rifled  cannon,  and  I  was  told  consti- 
tuted a  part  of  the  celebrated  Sherman  battery.  They  were  posted  be- 
tween Mrs.  Henry's  house  and  the  Sudley  road,  in  a  little  triangular 
plat  of  grass  land.  It  was  immediately  proposed  to  turn  their  guns  on 
them.  I  ordered  the  two  rear  companies  of  my  command,  Company  I 
and  Company  K,  to  drag  the  guns  into  proper  position.  They  imme- 
diately brought  up  two  of  the  guns  and  ammunition.  Captain  Clai- 
borne, of  Company  B,  Adjutant?  Withers,  and  Lieutenant  Shields,  of 
Company  E,  assisted  by  a  gallant  Stmt  h  Carolina  officer,  afterwards  un- 
derstood to  be  Green,  and  several  others,  soon  loaded  one  of  the  pieces, 
and  brought  it  to  bear  upon  a  large  number  of  men  who  were  congre- 
gated near  a  two-story  house  beyond  the  turnpike.  Just  as  we  were 
about  to  fire  I  discovered  among  them  the  Confederate  flag,  and 
ordered  them  not  to  fire.  I  know  in  this  I  am  not  mistaken,  as  it  was 
first  recognized  by  the  naked  eye,  and  an  examination  with  a  good  field- 
glass  confirmed  my  first  opinion.  Whilst  debating  the  q uestion  amongst 
ourselves  I  saw  two  other  bodies  of  troops  passing  up  the  hill  towards 
the  house,  amongst  whom  the  U.  S.  flag  was  clearly  visible.  They  joined 
the  party  first  seen,  and  proving  thus  that  they  were  enemies  and  had 
raised  our  flag  with  the  intention  of  deceiving  us,  we  no  longer  hesitated 
to  open  fire  upon  them  from  their  own  cannon. 

The  South  Carolinian  alluded  to  above  fired  the  first  gun,  and  a  most 
effective  one  it  seemed  to  be.   A  few  shots  sufficed  to  drive  all  the  enemy 
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out  of  sight.  My  regiment  was  then  ordered  by  General  Beanregard 
to  push  for  the  turnpike  at  stone  bridge  and  cut  off,  if  possible,  the  re- 
treating enemy  at  that  point.  We  reached  the  run  and  crossed  it  just 
below  the  cut  timber  east  of  the  stone  bridge,  and  entered  the  turnpike 
road  just  beyond  that  point  The  enemy,  however,  had  retreated  by 
the  Sudley's  Mill  and  other  points  above. 

Soon  after  we  crossed  the  run  we  were  joined  by  two  South  Carolina 
regiments,  commanded  respectively  by  Colonels  Kershaw  and  Cash,  and 
together  we  pursued  the  enemy  along  the  turnpike  road  in  the  direction 
of  Centreville,  until  I  was  recalled  by  an  order  to  fall  back  to  stone 
bridge.  Before  reaching  the  point  we  designed  to  occupy  we  were  met 
by  another  order  to  march  immediately  to  Manassas  Junction,  as  an 
attack  was  apprehended  that  night  Although  it  was  now  after  sunset, 
and  my  men  had  had  no  food  all  day,  when  the  command  to  march  to 
was  given  they  cheerfully  took  the  route  to  that  place.  On 
arriving  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  that  place  I  was  directed  to 
carry  my  command  to  Camp  Walker,  a  mile  or  two  below.  This  place 
We  reached  late  at  night,  and  our  wearied  men  threw  themselves  on  the 
ground  and  slept  till  morning.  On  the  22d  we  were  ordered  back  to 
our  former  position  on  Bull  Run,  and  the  next  day  to  the  position  we 
now  occupy,  near  suspension  bridge,  on  Cub  Run. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  the  Eighteenth  Regiment  for 
their  conduct  during  the  memorable  action  of  the  21st  Officers  and 
men,  with  one  or  two  individual  exceptions,  exhibited  the  utmost  cool- 
ness and  determined  bravery.  The  last  charge  made  by  them  was  most 
brilliant  and  successful,  and  enabled  us  to  retain  possession  of  their 
cannon.  I  believe  these  pieces  had  been  captured  once  or  twice  before 
during  the  action,  but  I  claim  for  the  Eighteenth  the  honor  of  holding 
the  guns  and  turning  them  upon  the  enemy. 

During  the  action  Lieutenant-Colonel  Carrington  and  Major  Cabell 
rendered  efficient  and  valuable  service,  as  did  Adjutant  Withers  and 
all  the  staff  officers.  Indeed,  the  officers  generally  displayed  so  much 
valor  and  determination  that  it  would  be  invidious  to  draw  distinctions. 
The  whole  command,  indeed,  exhibited  a  steadiness  under  fire  remark- 
able for  raw  troops. 

Considering  the  length  of  time  we  were  under  fire  our  loss  was  very 
small.   I  append  the  report* 

Captain  Matthews,  Company  H,  was  among  the  wounded,  but  fortu- 
nately not  very  seriously.   No  other  commissioned  officer  was  hurt 

I  would  respectfully  mention  the  necessity  that  exists  for  supplying 
many  of  the  men  with  knapsacks,  Blankets,  &c  As  they  advanced 
into  battle,  by  my  orders  they  threw  away  everything  except  their 
guns  and  ammunition,  and,  having  subsequently  marched  to  Camp 
Walker  the  same  night,  they  had  no  opportunity  of  getting  their  cloth- 
ing and  blankets  again. 

I  would  also  request  that  those  of  my  companies  who  are  now  armed 
with  the  smooth-bore  altered  musket  may  be  permitted  to  exchange 
them  for  the  more  efficient  Enfield  or  minie  gun. 

With  much  respect,  I  am,  your  most  obedient  servant 

R.  E.  WITHERS, 
Colonel  Eighteenth  Raiment  Virginia  Volunteers. 

Col.  Philip  St.  George  Cocke, 

Commanding  Fifth  Brigade,  Virginia  Volunteers. 

•Which  show*  5  killed,  16  wonnded7and  1  miming! 
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No.  104. 

AVn/>r/  nf  Onl    Jtiihert  T   P*r*ktnn    Tinmtit-einhth  Vimini/t   Tn  fniitru 

Army  op  the  Potomac, 

Camp,  July,  1861. 

Colonel:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  23d  instant,  that  "com- 
manders of  regiments  and  of  detached  troops  of  all  arms  serving  with 
the  command  of  Colonel  Cocke,  on  the  21st  instant,  in  the  battle  of 
Manassas,  will  immediately  make  report  to  the  colonel  commanding  the 
Fifth  Brigade  of  the  services  performed  by  their  respective  commands 
on  that  glorious  day,"  I  have  respectfully  to  report: 

The  Twenty-eighth  Regiment  Virginia  forces,  C.  8.  Army,  under  my 
command,  was,  in  obedience  to  orders,  marched  from  Camp  Mason  on 
the  17th  instant,  and  at  about  4  p.  m.  on  the  same  day  encamped  upon 
the  position  assigned  it  on  the  right  of  the  road  leading  from  Manassas 
Junction  by  Lewis*  Ford  of  Bull  Run  and  upon  the  high  ground  within 
about  half  a  mile  of  Lewis'  Ford,  and  was  also  intended  to  regard  and 
defend  the  Island  Ford  of  Bull  Run,  lying  nearly  a  mile  southeast  of 
its  position. 

During  the  interval  until  the  21st  the  encampment  was  frequently 
chauged  for  the  purpose  stated,  and  the  regiment  turned  out  under 
arms  several  times  by  night  and  day  to  repel  expected  attacks  upon 
the  position. 

Colonel  Withers  having  some  days  previously  crossed  Ball's  Ford 
and  taken  position  in  the  woods,  I  was  ordered  on  the  evening  of  the 
19th  instant  to  cross  the  ford  and  defend  it  in  conjunction  with  his 
command  against  the  attack  of  the  enemy.  I  occupied  the  right  of  the 
road  leading  from  Ball's  Ford  towards  Centre ville  on  the  night  of  the 
19th,  and  again  on  the  night  of  the  20th  instant.  Both  regiments  on 
the  nights  referred  to  posted  pickets  along  the  Centreville  road,  and  I 
also  posted  pickets  upon  the  approaches  to  the  Island  Ford.  For 
greater  security  I  ordered  Company  K,  Captain  Deyerle,  to  take  posi- 
tion with  the  advance  picket,  and  make  proper  resistance  before  retiring 
upon  my  position. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  night  picket  runners  informed  me  that 
the  pickets  of  a  body  of  the  enemy  were  posted  within  half  a  mile  of 
our  advance  pickets.  They  also  reported  that  they  could  hear  a  sound 
as  of  speeches  made  in  the  enemy's  camp,  responded  to  by  laughter 
and  cheers.  At  2  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  pickets  reported 
the  noise  of  large  bodies  of  the  enemy  and  quantities  of  artillery  pass- 
ing over  the  turnpike  in  the  direction  of  the  stone  bridge.  The  passing 
artillery  was  distinctly  audible  from  my  quarters. 

At  —  o'clock  a.  m.  the  regiment  was  turned  out  under  your  order, 
and  proceeded  to  occupy  a  position  to  resist  the  enemy  if  he  should 
approach  along  the  Centreville  road.  The  two  regiments  were  formed 
in  line  of  battle,  the  Twenty-eighth  resting  on  the  right  side  of  the  road, 
parallel  with  and  protected  by  the  wood  which  intervened  between  their 
position  and  opeu  ground.  I  subsequently  caused  the  fence  to  be 
removed  farther  within  the  wood,  so  as  to  deprive  the  enemy  of  a 
material  protection  to  his  advance. 

Two  days  before,  in  company  with  Captain  Harris,  of  the  Engineers, 
I  made  a  personal  reconnaissance  of  the  Centreville  road  and  approaches 
to  the  Island  Ford  on  Bull  Run,  he  explaining  the  topography  of  the 
grounds  around  us. 

After  remaining  in  this  position  until  —  a.  in.,  dispatching  couriers 
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from  time  to  time  with  information  of  all  occurrences  likely  to  be  of 
interest  to  yourself,  I  received  orders  from  brigade  headquarters  to 
recross  the  creek  by  way  of  Bull's  Ford  or  the  fish-dam  crossing,  and 
take  position  below  Ball's  Ford  in  the  heavy  timber  on  the  south  side 
of  the  lord.  This  order  was  executed  with  rapidity  and  exactness. 
The  regiment  deployed  in  line,  its  right  resting  on  the  ford.  The 
Eighteenth  Regiment  crossed  the  creek  by  way  of  the  ford,  passing  along 
our  line,  occupied  the  left,  next  the  hill.  The  two  regiments  covered  the 
road  from  the  creek  to  the  hill. 

At  —  p.  m.  an  order  was  received  from  you  directing  the  advance  of 
my  regiment  to  the  battle-field.  The  order  was  obeyed  with  alacrity. 
The  Twenty -eighth  passed  in  line  across  the  field  past  the  Lewis  house 
(headquarters),  through  the  orchard  below  the  house,  across  the  first 
ravine,  upon  the  farm  road  leading  from  Lewis'  to  Mrs.  Henry's  house. 
It  there  halted,  faced  to  the  left,  commenced  to  advance  by  a  narrow 
lane  nearly  at  right  angles  to  its  course  up  to  this  point.  Its  progress 
was  stopped  for  a  few  moments  by  the  passage  of  Latham's  battery, 
taking  position,  and  afterwards  by  the  Washington  Battery  coming  from 
the  direction  of  the  field  of  battle.  This  obstruction  removed,  the  regi- 
ment resumed  its  march.   Advancing  nearly  half  a  mile,  it  was  fired 

rn  by  the  enemy,  concealed  in  the  woods  on  the  right.  By  this  fire 
men  of  Company  B,  Captain  Wilson,  were  wounded.  This  fire  was 
promptly  and  effectually  returned  by  Company  B,  Captain  Wilson's 
company,  and  several  of  the  enemy  killed  and  wounded. 

At  this  moment  a  few  of  the  enemy  were  discovered  who  had  advanced 
beyond  the  road,  and  whose  escape  was  intercepted  by  the  passage  of 
the  regiment  Upon  presenting  a  pistol  at  one  of  them  he  cried  out 
that  he  was  "an  officer  and  a  gentleman,"  and  yielded  himself  and  com- 
panions prisoners.  The  men  wounded  and  captured  proved  to  be  the 
advance  of  the  First  Regiment  Michigan  Volunteers,  of  the  Federal 
Army.   Among  those  who  surrendered  were  Col.  O.  B.  Willcox  and 

Captain  ,  the  former  of  whom  had  been  wonnded  in  the  arm  by 

the  fire  of  Company  B,  Captain  Wilson. 

My  advance  continued  about  half  a  mile  farther  through  a  dense 
wood,  when  it  entered  the  road  to  Sudley's  Mill.  There  it  was  stopped 
by  Kemper's  battery,  which  in  passing  occupied  the  road  entirely. 
The  regiment  was  halted  for  a  few  moments  and  the  men  ordered  to  lie 
down  from  a  very  heavy  fire  of  the  combatants,  which  passed  over  them, 
and  which  it  was  not  in  position  to  return.  By  this  fire  one  man  of 
Company  0  (Captain  Bowyer)  was  wounded. 

I  was  here  in  some  uncertainty  in  regard  to  my  position.  Beyond  was 
a  warm  conflict  between  the  Second  and  Eighth  Regiments  South  Caro- 
lina Volunteers  (Colonels  Kershaw  and  Cash)  and  the  enemy.  The  woods 
were  very  dense.  I  had  never  seen  the  ground  before.  I  was  wholly 
without  a  guide.  I  therefore  availed  myself  of  the  unavoidable  delay 
occasioned  by  the  passage  of  the  battery  to  procure  such  information  6f 
the  relative  positions  of  the  combatants  as  to  prevent  ourselves  from 
firing  into  or  being  fired  into  by  our  friends.  Riding  forward  I  met  with 
Colonel  Kershaw,  who,  in  reply  to  my  request  that  he  would  aid  in  lead- 
ing me  into  position,  furnished  me  a  guide  in  Lieutenant  Hardy,  who 
rode  forward  and  rendered  important  aid  in  that  capacity.  The  battery 
having  passed,  the  regiment  renewed  its  march.  It  had  advanced  a  short 
distance  through  a  narrow  road  in  the  woods  when,  to  my  deep  regret, 
Lieutenant  Hardy  was  killed  by  a  fire  from  the  enemy,  some  of  whom, 
and  among  them  the  man  who  shot  Lieutenant  Hardy,  were  immediately 
fired  on  and  kriled  by  my  advanced  company  (A)  Captain  Patton 
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I  at  once  ordered  the  colors  to  the  front,  and  emerging  upon  open 
ground  returned  obliquely  across  a  short  neck  of  woods  and  came  in 
sight  of  the  enemy,  who  were  escaping  from  the.  woods  in  rapid  and 
scattered  retreat  to  their  main  body  upon  the  turnpike.  An  effort  was 
made  to  overtake  them,  but  after  pursuing  them  to  the  crest  of  the  hill 
next,  the  turnpike  and  above  the  stone  house  (Matthews')  the  regiment 
was  countermarched  in  a  line  parallel  with  the  route  of  the  enemy. 
Advancing  upon  this  route  I  was  directed  by  General  Beauregard  in 
person  to  cross  the  turnpike  and  scour  the  woods  beyond.  In  perform- 
ing this  service  I  detached  Company  A,  Captain.  Patton,  with  orders 
to  examine  the  stone  house  of  Matthews,  from  which  a  hospital  flag 
was  suspended. 

In  this  house  were  found  a  large  number  of  the  wounded  enemy,  some 
dead,  and  thirty-six  men,  who  surrendered  themselves  prisoners.  Among 
them  were  two  officers,  a  surgeon,  and  assistant  surgeon.  The  latter 
was  liberated  on  parole,  and  directed  to  take  charge  of  and  assist  the 
enemy's  wounded.  There  were  also  found  in  the  house  about  one  hun- 
dred arms.  I  then  passed  beyond  the  stone  house  through  the  wood 
designated  by  General  Beauregard,  found  several  killed  and  wounded, 
and  sent  one  of  the  latter,  a  Carolinian,  to  the  care  of  our  surgeons. 
The  advance  of  the  regiment  stopped  at  this  point,  being  the  same,  as 
I  learned  subsequently,  where  a  severe  conflict  had  occurred  between 
Major  (now  Brigadier-General)  Evans  and  the  enemy.  The  regiment 
was  then  countermarched  over  the  same  ground  to  the  turnpike,  and 
down  the  same  to  the  stone  bridge. 

From  this  point  I  was  ordered  by  General  Beauregard  to  march  in 
the  direction,  of  the  White  House.  This  order  was  under  execution 
when  I  was  directed  by  order  of  General  Beauregard  to  take  post  near 
Mitchell's  Ford,  on  Bull  Run.   The  regiment  reached  this  point  at  — 

o'clock  the  same  night,  a  distance  of  about  miles  from  the  field  of 

battle. 

The  conduct  of  the  command  when  called  into  action  or  exposed  to 
a  lire  which  they  coold  not  return,  authorizes  me  to  assure  you  that  it 
may  be  relied  on  for  any  service  which  requires  courage,  energy,  and 
obedience.  I  shall  congratulate  myself  if  it  be  your  opinion  that  its 
opportune  arrival  contributed  in  any  degree  to  arrest  the  progress  of 
the  enemy  at  a  critical  point  and  period  of  the  fight 
I  annex  a  return  of  the  casualties  during  the  fight- 
Respectfully,  colonel,  your  most  obedient, 

ROBT.  T.  PRESTOr, 
Colonel  Twenty-eighth  Virginia  Infantry,  C.  8.  Army. 
Col.  P.  St.  George  Cocke, 

Comanding  Fifth  Brigade,  Virginia  Forces,  C.  8.  Army 


No.  105. 

Report  of  Col.  William  Smith,  Forty-ninth  Virginia  Infantry. 

Hdqbs.  Forty-ninth  Regiment,  Virginia  Vols., 

July  31,  1861. 

Sir  :  On  the  morning  of  the  21st  instant  I  was  posted,  by  order  of 
Colonel  Cocke,  on  Bull  Run,  nearly  north  from  Lewis'  house,  to  protect 
a  detachment  of  Rogers'  battery  of  two  guns,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  [Heaton J.   The  enemy  made  h  is  appearance  in  the  pines  some 
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three  or  tour  hundred  yards  distant,  bnt  some  three  or  four  well-directed 

shots  induced  him  to  retire. 

About  1.30  o'clock  p.  m.  I  received  your  order  if  not  in  the  presence 
of  an  enemy  to  join  you  promptly  with  my  command.  I  did  so ;  two 
Mississippi  companies  of  Colonel  Moore's  regiment  having  fallen  in  at 
my  call  promptly  on  my  left  on  the  way.  On  reporting  to  you  I»  was 
ordered  to  fall  in  on  the  left  of  the  line  then  formed  and  forming,  which 
I  promptly  proceeded  to  do,  you  accompanying  us  for  a  quarter  oi  a  mile 
or  more. 

My  battalion,  the  right  under  the  immediate  command  of  Lieut.  Go). 
Edward  Murray,  and  the  left  under  the  similar  command  of  Maj.  Caleb 
Smith,  had  scarcely  taken  their  position  when  they  found  themselves 
ir.  the  presence  of  two  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  which  were  afterwards 
gallantly  carried.  My  left  had  scarcely  opened  its  fire  before  a  heavy 
column  of  the  enemy  advanced  from  my  left  on  the  crest  of  the  ridge  or 
hill  on  a  line  parallel  with  our  line  of  battle,  with  every  prospect  of 
having  my  flank  turned  without  difficulty.  At  this  critical  moment  two 
regiments  came  up,  posted  themselves  on  my  left,  protected  my  flank, 
and  opened  upon  the  enemy  at  a  distance  of  about  eighty  yards,  with 
admirable  effect  I  do  not  know  the  names  of  these  regiments  nor 
of  their  commanding  officers,  and  have  to  regret  it,  as  it  would  afford 
me  pleasure  to  name  them  on  account  of  the  critical  and  efficient  service 
which  they  rendered.  From  some  persons  acquainted  with  these  regi- 
ments I  ascertained  that  one  was  from  Mississippi,  and  I  have  an  im- 
pression that  the  other  was  from  North  Carolina. 

I  went  into  action  with  but  three  companies  of  my  regiment,  forming 
a  battalion  consisting  of  about  two  hundred  and  ten  men,  and  regret  to 
inform  you  that  my  loss  was  very  severe^being  ten  killed  and  thirty 
wounded.  Maj.  Caleb  Smith  and  Capt.  H.  C.  Ward  fell  early  in  the 
action ;  Major  Smith  badly  wounded,  with  a  leg  broken  and  fractured  a 
little  below  the  hip,  and  still  in  a  critical  condition,  and  Captain  Ward 
of  a  w<  w  1  in  the  abdomen,  from  which  he  died  about  12  at  night  in  a 
state  of  delirium,  cheering  on  his  men  to  the  charge. 

I  hope  I  may  say  one  word  in  praise  of  my  men.  But  three  days 
together — strangers  to  each  other,  of  course— without  that  confidence 
essential  to  combined  effort,  and  without  discipline,  and  in  their  first 
battle,  they  yet  met  the  crisis  in  which  circumstances  placed  them  with 
a  hardihood  and  courage  which  command  my  admiration. 

I  have  the  hor  or,  general,  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WM.  SMITH, 
Colonel  Forty -ninth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers. 

Gen.  G.  T.  Beaubbgar]}. 


Report  of  Capt.  John  8.  Langhome,  Thirtieth  Virginia  Cavalry. 

Camp  near  Centbeville,  July  26, 1861. 

Sib:  I  have  to  report  at  the  battle  of  the  21st  July  my  company  was 
detailed  as  a  support  to  the  first  section  of  the  Loudoun  Artillery,  when 
they  were  exposed  to  the  heavy  fire  (cross-fire)  from  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries. We  were  not  relieved  from  that  duty  until  a  late  hour  of  the 
day,  when,  with  several  squadrons  of  cavalry,  under  command  of  Lieu- 
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tenant-Colonel  Mnnford,  of  Radford's  regiment,  we  were  ordered  to  in- 
tercept and  charge  the  retreating  column  of  the  enemy.  This  was  done 
with  spirit  and  alacrity  by  my  command,  and  resulted,  in  the  capture  of 
thirty-two  prisoners,  ten  horses,  three  wagons,  one  wagon  of  ammunition, 
a  large  and  valuable  assortment  of  surgical  instruments,  thirty-six  mus- 
kets, a  number  of  pistols,  all  of  which,  with  the  exception  of  the  pistols, 
one  wagon,  and  two  horses  have  been  delivered  to  the  proper  authorities 
at  Manassas. 

My  command  lost  two  horses,  and  two  men  wounded  from  the  acci- 
dental discharge  of  their  own  guns ;  also  six  shot-guns  in  the  charge. 

I  hope  some  effort  will  be  made  to  remount  my  men  and  supply  those 
with  arms  who  have  lost  them  through  an  order  given  by  the  com- 
mander of  the  squadron  when  the  charge  was  made. 
Respectfully, 

JOHN  S.  LANGHORNE, 
Captain  Company  P,  Radford* 8  Regiment. 

Mem. — As  to  the  number  killed  by  my  u>m •■) •■  \A  I  decline  speaking. 
I  know  it  was  very  considerable. 

Col.  P.  St.  George  Cocke, 

Commanding  Fifth  Brigade,  Virginia  Volunteer: 


No.  107. 

Report  of  Capt  E.  O.  Latham,  commanding  section  of  artillery. 

The  first  section  of  my  battery  had  been  stationed  for  some  days  be- 
fore the  21st  on  a  bluff  bank  of  Bull  Run  a  short  distance,  say  one  hun- 
dred yards,  on  the  left  of  the  ford.  It  was  aided  by  the  second  section 
of  Rogers'  Loudoun  Artillery,  under  Lieutenant  Heaton.  The  second 
section  of  my  battery,  under  Lieutenant  Davidson,  had  been  some  days 
before  detached  and  assigned  to  the  command  of  Major  (now  Brigadier- 
General)  Evans.  About  10  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  the  enemy's 
skirmishers  appeared,  crossing  the  open  ground  in  my  front.  Almost  at 
the  same  time  they  brought  a  single  piece  of  artillery  to  bear  upon  my 
position,  and  opened  fire.  I  returned  the  tire  from  my  half  battery,  and 
immediately  another  gun  was  added  to  the  first  and  joined  in  the  fire 
upon  me.  They  fired  shot,  shell,  and  grape.  After  a  short  time,  how- 
ever, their  guns  ceased  firing,  one  or  more  of  their  pieces  having  been 
disabled  by  our  fire,  and  my  half  battery  remained  for  some  time  inac- 
tive. 

I  subsequently  moved  my  half  battery  to  au  eminence  in  the  open  field 
about  six  hundred  yards  east  of  the  Lewis  house,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting the  advance  of  Colonels  Withers'  and  Preston's  regiments.  Here 
I  was  rejoined  by  the  left  section  of  my  battery,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  Davidson.  I  was  ordered  by  Captain  Harris,  of  the  Engi- 
neers, to  advance ;  was  conducted  by  him  across  the  field  to  a  position 
on  the  ridge  about  four  hundred  yards  north  of  the  Lewis  house,  where 
I  remained  but  a  short  time,  until  I  was  conducted  by  him  across  a 
ravine  leading  to  the  mouth  of  Young's  Branch.  I  took  position  upon 
the  ridge  next  beyond  the  raviue,  being  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile 

south  west  of  my  first  position,  and  about  yards  east  of  the  Henry 

house.   Here  I  opened  fire  upon  the  re-enforcements  of  the  enemy  ap- 
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pearing  upon  the  brow  of  the  hill  a  little  to  the  right  of  oar  front,  and 
distant  about  seven  hundred  yards.  I  continued  this  Are,  and  aided  in 
checking  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  who  were  driven  back  from  this 
point  in  disorder..  I  moved  my  battery  about  three  hundred  yards  to 
the  right,  and  continued  to  Are  upon  the  retreat  until  the  charge  of  our 
cavalry,  near  the  close  of  the  battle,  rendered  it  no  longer  safe  to  our 
troops  to  do  so. 

For  the  action  of  my  second  section  I  must  refer  to  the  report  of  Gen- 
eral Evans,  to  whose  command  they  had  been  assigned,  and  with  whom 
they  acted  during  the  battle.  I  feel  it  a  duty  to  speak  in  terms  of  high 
approval  of  my  command  during  the  engagement.  My  lieutenant 
(Foukes)  and  my  gunners  (Richardson  and  Bice)  rendered  most  efficient 
service.  The  men  served  tne  guns  with  spirit  and  skill.  We  endeavored 
to  do  our  duty,  leaving  to  others  to  attribute  to  us  such  commendations 
as  we  may  deserve. 

1  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  my  admiration  of  the  skill  and  cool- 
ness with  which  Captain  Harris,  oC  the  Engineers,  selected  and  led  me 
into  position,  and  tender  him  my  thanks  for  the  kindness  and  courtesy 
with  which  he  introduced  me  to  my  first  field  of  actual  service. 

I  annex  a  report  of  the  casualties  of  the  day : 

Casualties.-*!  man  wounded ;  1  horse  killed,  3  wounded. 
Respectfully,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  GREY  LATHAM, 

Captain,  Artillery. 

Col.  P.  St.  George  Cocke, 

Commanding  Fifth  Brigade,  Virginia  Volunteers. 


No.  108. 

Rejuri  I.  of  Capt.  Arthur  L.  Rogers,  Loudoun  Artillery. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  first  section  of  Loudoun 
Artillery,  unacr  my  immediate  command,  was  on  the  day  of  the  battle 
of  Manassas  held  in  reserve  until  about  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  when  by  your 
order  I  proceeded  to  the  crest  of  the  hill  on  the  west  side  of  Bull  Run, 
commanding  stone  bridge,  trom  which  Latham's  half  battery  had  been 
withdrawn  by  Major  Evans,  to  resist  the  enemy's  attack  in  front  of  our 
forces.  Here  I  posted  my  section  of  artillery,  and  opened  a  brisk  fire 
upon  a  column  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  supposed  to  be  two  regiments, 
advancing  towards  me,  and  supported  by  his  battery  of  rifled  cannon 
on  the  hills  opposite.  These  poured  into  my  section  a  steady  fire  of 
shot  and  shell.  After  giving  them  Home  fifty  rounds  I  succeeded  in 
heading  his  column,  and  turned  it  up  Bull  Run  to  a  ford  about  one 
mile  above  stone  bridge,  where,  with  the  regiments  which  followed, 
they  crossed,  and  proceeded  to  join  the  rest  of  the  enemy's  forces  in 
front  of  the  main  body  of  our  army.  After  having  exhausted  my  am- 
munition I  retired,  with  a  section  of  the  Louisiana  Washington  Artillery 
posted  in  my  rear,  to  Lewis'  bouse,  to  replenish  my  limber- boxes,  having 
no  caisson  with  my  section  and  being  supported  by  but  a  small  force  of 
infantry.  By  the  time  I  had  procured  more  ammunition  the  enemy's  fire 
ceased  upon  the  right  wing  of  the  Army,  upon  which  we  were  engaged. 

The  other  section  of  my  battery,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Hea- 
ton,  was  posted  by  Captain  Harris,  of  the  Engineers,  on  the  west  bank 
of  Bull  Run,  on  a  bluff,  where  it  assisted  in  silencing  the  enemy's  bat- 
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teries  in  the  pines  opposite,  and  being  ordered  forward,  was  conducted 
by  Captain  Harris  to  a  position  in  front  of  the  enemy,  upon  the  eastern 
verge  of  the  plateau  upon  which  Mrs.  Henry's  house  is  placed,  and 
about  six  hundred  yards  distant  therefrom,  where  it  was  posted,  under 
a  heavy  fire,  supported  by  Colonel  Smith's  battaliou  of  infantry.  It 
kept  up  an  effectual  fire  upon  the  enemy  until  its  ammunition  was  also 
exhausted,  when  it  retired  to  Lewis',  for  the  purpose  of  replenishing. 

My  whole  battery  then  being  united,  we  received  your  order  that  we 
should  leave  it  to  the  rifled  cannon  to  fire  at  long  range,  as  the  enemy 
were  retreating,  and  that  we  must  cease  firing ;  after  which  we  were 
ordered  by  General  Beauregard  .to  Camp  Walker,  eight  miles  from  the 
battle  field,  below  Manassas  Junction,  with  General  Elzey's  brigade, 
where  we  marched  that  night. 

I  refer  to  annexed  statements  of  the  casualties  of  the  day. 

Casualties.— S  privates  wounded,  I  supposed  mortally :  2  horses 
wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ARTH.  L.  KOGE113. 
Commanding  London  n  /  rttlltri. 

Col.  Philip  St.  George  Cockr, 

Fifth 


No.  109. 

Report  of  Col  Jubal  A.  Early,  commanding  Sixth  Brigade,  First  Corps, 

Army  of  the  Potomac. 

Hdqrs.  Sixth  Brig.,  First  Corps,  Army  Potomac, 

August  1,  1861. 

Colonel  :  I  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  my 
brigade  on  the  21st  ultimo : 

My  position  on  the  m6roing  of  the  21st  was  in  the  pines  on  the  road 
from  Camp  Walker  to  the  gate  in  front  of  McLean's  farm  house,  to 
which  place  my  brigade  had  been  removed  on  the  day  before  from  Black- 
bum's  Ford,  on  Bull  Bun,  where  it  had  been  since  the  action  on  Thurs- 
day, the  18tb.  The  portion  of  the  brigade  with  me  consisted  of  Colonel 
Kemper's  regiment,  Seventh  Virginia ;  Col.  Harry  T.  Hays'  regiment, 
Seventh  Louisiana,  and  six  companies  of  my  own  regiment,  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Virginia. 

At  an  early  hour  in  the  morning  the  enemy's  batteries  near  Black- 
burn's Ford  opened  fire,  and  I  received  an  order  from  General  Beaure- 
gard through  one  of  his  aides  to  move  my  brigade  to  the  cover  of  the 
pines  between  McLean's  Ford  and  the  road  leading  to  Blackburn's  Ford, 
so  as  to  be  ready  to  support  either  General  Longstreetor  General  Jones, 
as  might  be  necessary.  A  short  time  after  taking  this  position  1  re- 
ceived a  request  from  General  Longstreet  to  send  him  a  regiment,  which 
request  I  complied  with  by  sending  him  the  six  companies  of  my  own 
regiment,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hairston,  and  two  companies  of 
Colonel  Hays'  regiment,  under  Major  Penn.  I  proceeded  also  to  Gen- 
eral Longstreet's  position  at  Blackburn's  Ford,  and  after  the  companies 
I  had  sent  him  were  posted  as  he  desired,  I  returned  to  the  place  where 
the  rest  of  the  brigade  was,  and  m  a  short  time  received  a  further  re- 
quest from  General  Longstreet  to  furnish  him  another  regiment,  which 
I  complied  with  by  carrying  him  the  residue  of  Hays'  regiment. 
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Upon  arriving  at  the  ford  I  found  the  companies  I  had  before  sent 
had  crossedover  Bull  Run  and  were  in  position  with  General  Longstreet's 
command,  awaiting  the  signal  for  an  assault  on  the  enemy's  batteries, 
which  were  constantly  firing  in  every  direction.  Hays'  companies  were 
drawn  up  in  double  column  in  rear  of  the  ford,  where  they  remained  for 
some  time,  when  I  received  an  order  from  General  Longstreet  to  march 
Hays'  regiment  back,  and  with  that  and  Kemper's  cross  McLean's  Ford 
and  attack  the  enemy's  batteries  in  the  rear.  Hays'  regiment  was  im- 
mediately marched  back  to  where  Kemper's  regiment  was,  sustaining 
during  its  march  a  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  which  was  directed  by 
the  cloud  of  dust  it  raised  in  marching,  and  a  shell  exploded  in  the 
ranks,  wounding  three  or  four  men. 

I  proceeded  with  Hays'  and  Kemper's  regiments  to  cross  at  McLean's 
Ford  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  batteries  in  the  rear,  but  before 
the  whole  cf  tLe  regiments  had  crossed,  the  general's  aide,  Colonel 
Ghisolm,  arrived  with  orders  requiring  me  to  resume  my  position.  I 
then  sun  u  Reaper's  regiment  back  to  its  place  in  the  pines,  and  marched 
Hays'  iegineDt  up  the  run  to  Blackburn's  Ford.  General  Longstreet 
tVeti  directed  mo  to  carry  the  regiment  back  to  where  Kemper's  was, 
and  after  the  men  were  rested  a  few  minutes  they  were  marched  down 
the  run  by  way  of  the  intrenchments  which  had  been  occupied  by 
General  Jones'  brigade  at  McLean's  Ford.  Upon  arriving  there  I  found 
General  Jones  had  returned  with  his  brigade  to  the  intrenchments,  and 
I  was  informed  by  him  that  General  Beauregard  had  directed  that  I 
should  join  him  (General  Beauregard)  with  my  brigade. 

I  immediately  proceeded  to  comply  with  this  order,  and  sent  to  Gen- 
eral Longstreet  for  the  six  compauies  of  my  own  regiment,  and  received 
a  reply  stating  that  I  could  take  in  lieu  thereof  the  Thirteenth  Missis- 
sippi.Regiment,  under  Colonel  Barksdale,  which  had  been  ordered  to 
report  to  him,  and  thus  save  both  regiments  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy's 
batteries,  which  they  would  have  to  sustain  in  marching  to  and  from 
Blackburn's  Ford. 

I  accepted  this  proposition,  and  immediately  put  the  two  regiments 
of  my  brigade,  with  Colonel  Barksdale's  Thirteenth  Mississippi  Regi- 
ment, which  I  found  in  the  pines  on  the  road  leading  from  McLean's 
farm  house  toward  Mitchell's  Ford,  in  motion  to  comply  with  General 
Beauregard's  directions,  having  previously  sent  Captain  Gardner  ahead 
to  ascertain  where  the  general  was.  I  marched  in  rear  of  Mitchell's 
Ford  in  the  direction  of  the  ground  on  which  the  battle  was  being 
fought,  near  the  stone  bridge,  and  after  proceeding  some  distance  was 
met  by  Captain  Gardner,  who  informed  me  he  had  been  unable  to  find 
the  general,  but  had  ascertained  that  his  headquarters  were  at  Lewis' 
house,  in  the  direction  of  the  fighting.  I  continued  to  advance  through 
the  fields  as  fast  as  my  men  could  move,  guided  by  the  roar  of  the  can- 
non and  the  volleys  of  musketry,  until  we  reached  the  neighborhood  of 
the  battle-ground,  when  I  sent  Captain  Gardner  again  ahead  to  ascertain, 
if  he  could,  where  the  general  desired  me  to  go,  my  brigade  being  still 
kept  on  the  march. 

Captain  Gardner  met  with  Col.  John  S.  Preston,  one  of  the  general's 
aides,  who  informed  him  that  the  general  had  gone  to  the  front,  and  that 
the  order  was  that  all  re-enforcements  should  go  to  the  front.  The  cap- 
tain soon  returned  with  this  information,  and  I  still  continued  to  advance 
until  I  was  met  by  Colonel  Preston,  who  informed  me  that  General 
Beauregard  had  gone  to  where  the  fighting  was  on  the  right,  but  that 
General  Johnston  was  just  in  front,  and  his  directions  were  that  we 
should  proceed  to  the  left,  where  there  was  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry.  I 
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immediately  inclined  to  the  left  in  a  direction  pointed  out  by  Colonel 
Preston,  and  soon  met  with  General  Johustou,  who  directed  me  to  pro- 

i  ceed  to  the  extreme  left  of  our  line  and  attack  the  enemy  on  their  right 

flank.  This  direction  I  complied  with,  marching  in  rear  of  the  woods 
in  which  General  Elzey's  brigade  had  just  taken  position,  as  I  afterward 

!  ascertained,  until  we  had  cleared  entirely  the  woods  and  got  into  some 

I  fields  on  the  left  of  our  line,  where  we  found  Colonel  Stuart,  with  a  body 

of  cavalry  and  some  pieces  of  artillery,  belonging,  as  I  understood,  to 

[  Captain  Beckham's  battery. 

Here  I  turned  to  the  front,  and  a  body  of  the  enemy  soon  appeared 
in  front  of  my  column  on  the  crest  of  a  hill  deployed  as  skirmishers. 
Colonel  Kemper's  regiment,  which  was  in  advance,  was  formed  in  the 
open  Held  in  tront  of  the  enemy  under  a  heavy  shower  of  minie  balls, 
and  advanced  towards  the  enemy.  Colonel  Barksdale's  and  Colonel 
Hays'  regiments  were  successively  formed  towards  the  left,  and  also 
advanced,  thus  outflanking  the  enemy.  At  the  same  time  that  my 
brigade  advanced  the  pieces  of  artillery  above  mentioned  and  Stuart's 
cavalry  moved  to  our  left?  so  as  to  command  a  view  of  a  very  large  por- 
tion of  the  ground  occupied  by  the  enemy.  With  the  advance  of  ray 
brigade  and  the  cavalry  and  artillery  above  mentioned  the  enemy 
retired  rapidly  behind  the  hill,  though  the  advance  of  my  brigade  was 
delayed  a  short  time  by  information  from  one  of  General  Elzey's  aides, 
who  had  gone  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  that  the  body  of  men  in  front  of  us 
and  who  had  fired  upon  my  brigade,  was  the  Thirteenth  Virginia  Regi- 
ment. This  turned  out  to  be  an  entire  misapprehension;  und  in  the 
mean  time  a  considerable  body  of  the  enemy  appeared  to  the  right  of 
my  position,  on  an  exteusion  of  the  same  hill,  bearing  what  I  felt  confi- 
dent was  the  Confederate  flag.  It  was  soon,  however,  discovered  to  be 
a  regiment  of  the  enemy's  forces,  and  was  dispersed  by  one  or  two  well- 
directed  fires  from  our  artillery  on  the  left. 

As  soon  as  the  misapprehension  in  regard  to  the  character  of  the 
troops  was  corrected,  my  brigade  advanced  to  the  top  of  the  hill  that 
had  been  occupied  by  the  enemy,  and  we  ascertained  that  they  had  re- 
tired precipitately,  and  a  large  body  of  them  was  discovered  in  the  fields 
in  the  rear  of  Dogan's  house,  ami  west  of  the  turnpike.  Here  Colouel 
Cocke,  with  one  of  his  regimeuts,  joiued  us,  and  our  pieces  of  artillery 
were  advanced,  and  fired  upon  the  enemy's  column  with  considerable 
effect,  causing  them  to  disperse,  and  we  soon  discovered  that  they  were 
in  full  retreat.  My  brigade  and  Colouel  Cocke's  command  were  ad- 
vanced in  a  direction  so  as  to  pass  over  the  ground  that  had  been  occu- 
pied by  the  euemy's  main  body,  crossing  a  ravine  and  the  turnpike,  and 
passing  to  the  west  of  Dogan's  house  by  Matthews'  house  and  to  the 
west  of  Carter's  house.  My  own  brigade  advanced  as  far  as  Bull  Ruu, 
to  the  north  of  Carter's  house,  and  one  mile  above  stone  bridge,  where 
it  bivouacked  for  the  night.  Colonel  Cocke  crossed  the  river  at  a  ford 
to  the  left,  and  I  saw  no  more  of  him  for  that  night. 

We  saw  the  evidences  of  the  fight  all  along  our  march,  and  unmis- 
takable indications  of  the  overwhelming  character  of  the  enemy's  defeat, 
in  the  shape  of  abandoued  guns  and  equipments.  It  was  impossible  for 
me  to  pursue  the  enemy  farther,  as  well  because  I  was  utterly  unac- 
quainted with  the  crossings  of  the  run  and  the  roads  in  front,  as 
because  most  of  the  men  belonging  to  my  brigade  had  been  marching 
the  greater  part  of  the  day,  and  were  very  much  exhausted ;  but  pursuit 
with  infantry  would  have  been  unavailing,  as  the  enemy  retreated  with 
snch  rapidity  that  they  could  not  have  been  overtaken  by  any  other 
thau  mounted  troops.   On  the  next  day  we  found  a  great  inauy  articles 
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that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  in  their  flight,  showing  that  no  expense 
or  trouble  had  been  spared  in  equipping  their  army. 

The  number  of  men  composing  my  brigade  as  it  went  into  the  action 
was  less  than  fifteen  hundred,  but  I  am  uuable  to  give  exact  returns,  as 
wo  bivouacked  eight  or  ten  miles  from  our  baggage,  with  which  were 
all  the  roll?  and  returns,  and  the  brigade  has  since  been  separated  and 
reorganized. 

Colonel  Kemper's  regiment,  embracing  less  than  400  men  at  the  rime, 
lost  in  killed  9,  wounded  38;  Colonel  Hays'  regiment  lost  in  killed  3, 
wounded  20;  Colonel  Baiksdale's  regiment  lost  in  wounded  0;  making 
in  killed  12,  wounded  04;  in  all.  70. 

Without  intending  to  be  invidious,  I  must  .say  that  Colonels  Kemper 
and  Hays  displayed  great  coolness  and  gallantry  in  front  of  their  regi- 
ments while  they  were  being  formed  under  a  galling  Are  from  the 
enemy's  sharpshooters,  who,  from  their  appearance,  I  took  to  l>e  regu- 
lar troops.  My  aide  and  acting  assistant  adjutant- general,  Capt.  Fleming 
Gardner,  rendered  me  very  efficient  service  during  the  whole  day,  and  a 
Lieutenant  Willis,  who  volunteered  to  act  as  aide,  and  did  so,  was  also 
of  great  service  to  me.  I  have  not  seen  him  for  several  days,  and  did 
not  learn  the  particular  corps  to  which  he  belongs,  but  I  believe  he  be- 
longs to  a  company  of  Rappahannock  cavalry. 

A  compauy  from  Rappahannock  joined  Colonel  Kemper's  regiment  in 
the  early  part  of  the  day,  and  a  South  Carolina  company  joined  Colonel 
Hays'  regiment  just  after  it  arrived  in  front  of  the  enemy. 

The  companies  of  my  own  regiment  remained  all  day,  until  the  retreat 
of  the  euemy  at  Blackburn's  Ford,  with  General  Longstreet,  under  an 
annoying  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  but  without  sustaining  any 
loss,  and  afterwards  joined  in  the  pursuit,  under  General  Longstreet, 
towards  Centreville. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  EARLY, 
Colonel,  Comdg.  Sixth  Brig.,  First  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac 

Col.  Thomas  Jordan, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  First  Corps,  Army  o/tJie  Potomac. 


No.  110. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Nathan  G.  Evans,  commanding  Seventh  Brigade, 

First  Corps. 

Headquarters  Stone  Bridge,  Bull  Run,  Va., 

July  24, 1801. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  the  reports  of  Col.  J. 
B.  E.  Sloan,  commanding  Fourth  Regiment  of  South  Carolina  Volun- 
teers; Captain  Harris,  commanding  the  First  Special  Battalion  Louis- 
iana Volnuteers ;  •  Captaiu  Terry,  commanding  the  squadron  of  cavalry, 
and  First  Lieutenant  Davidsou,  commanding  a  section  of  Latham's  bat- 
tery of  artillery,  the  whole  constituting  the  force  under  my  command  on 
the  21st  instant 

The  enemy  made  his  appearance  in  line  of  battle  on  the  east  side  of 
the  stone  bridge,  about  fifteeu  hundred  yards  in  front  of  my  position,  and 
opened  their  fire  with  rifled  cannon  at  5.15  a.  m.,  which  was  continued  at 

•  Not  found. 
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intervals  for  about  an  hour.  Having  my  entire  force  covered  by  the  crest 
of  the  hills  on  the  west  side  of  the  bridge.  I  did  not  return  the  fire.  Ob- 
serving I  he  enemy  had  deployed  a  considerable  force  as  skirmishers  in 
front  of  his  line,  and  that  they  were  advancing  on  my  position,  I  directed 
the  two  Hank  companies  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Vol- 
unteers and  one  company  of  Major  Wheat's  Special  Battalion  Louisiana 
Volunteers  to  advance  as  skirmishers,  covering  my  entire  front. 

The  skirmishers  were  soon  engaged,  and  kept  up  a  brisk  fire  for  about 
an  hour,  when  I  perceived  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to 
attack  me  in  my  present  position,  but  had  commenced  his  movement  to 
turn  my  left  flank.  I  at  once  decided  to  quit  jwsition  and  to  meet  him 
in  his  flank  movement*  leaving  the  skirmishers  of  the  Fourth  Regiment 
of  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  supported  by  the  reserve  of  two  com- 
panies, to  keep  him  engaged.  I  sent  word  to  Col.  Philip  8t.  George 
Cocke  that  I  had  abandoned  my  position  at  the  bridge,  and  was  advanc- 
ing to  attack  the  enemy  at  the  crossing  of  the  Warreuton  turnpike  and 
the  Manassas  roads. 

Observing  carefully  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  I  was  able  to  form 
my  line  of  attack  directly  in  his  front,  covered  by  a  grove  of  woods,  at 
about  9  o'clock  a.  m.  Placing  the  Fourth  Regiment  on  the  left,  sup- 
ported by  one  piece  of  artillery,  Major  Wheat  on  the  right,  supported 
by  a  company  of  cavalry,  I  directed  my  command  to  open  fire  as  soon 
as  the  enemy  approached  within  range  of  muskets.  At  9.15  o'clock  my 
command  opened  a  vigorous  fire  from  their  position,  which  caused  the 
enemy  to  halt  in  confused  order.  The  fire  was  warmly  kept  up  until 
the  enemy  seemed  to  fall  back.  Major  Wheat  then  made  a  charge  with 
his  whole  battalion. 

At  this  juncture  General  Bee  arrived  with  his  brigade  to  my  timely 
assistance,  and  formed  immediately  in  my  rear,  and  advanced,  covering 
and  relieving  my  command,  and  was  immediately  hotly  engaged  with 
the  enemy.  Col.  F.  S.  Bartow,  with  his  regiment  (Eighth  Georgia), 
came  up  soon  after  to  the  support  of  General  Bee,  but  the  enemy  by  this 
time  were  in  such  large  force  that  our  position  was  no  longer  tenable, 
and  I  ordered  my  command,  now  greatly  scattered,  to  fall  back  under 
cover  towards  the  Lewis  house.  The  commands  of  General  Bee  and 
myself  were  now  completely  scattered,  when  we  were  timely  covered 
by  Hampton's  Legion  and  other  re-enforcements. 

For  the  further  services  of  my  command  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  the 
inclosed  reports.  While  my  whole  command  gallantly  charged  and 
repulsed  the  enemy,  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  general  command- 
ing to  the  heroic  conduct  of  Maj.  Robert  Wheat,  of  the  Louisiana  Vol- 
unteers, who  fell,  gallantly  leading  his  men  in  a  charge,  shot  through 
both  luugs.  I  am  also  much  indebted  to  him  for  his  great  experience 
and  excellent  advice.  Colonel  Sloan  was  observed  by  me  several  times 
during  the  day  rallying  his  men  and  bravely  leading  them  to  action. 

For  acts  of  particular  gallantry  I  beg  again  to  refer  to  the  reports  of 
the  immediate  commanders.  Lieutenant  Davidson,  though  with  one  of 
his  pieces  crippled,  did  gallant  service  during  the  entire  day,  and  kept 
up  a  brisk  fire  upon  the  enemy  as  they  advanced  to  within  two  hundred 
yards  of  his  piece.  To  my  personal  staff  I  am  greatly  indebted  for  the 
promptness  with  which  they  bore  my  orders  under  heavy  fire,  and  to 
Capts.  George  McCausland,  Alexander  Rogers,  aides-de-camp,  and  A. 
L.  Evans,  acting  assistant  adjutant- general,  I  am  particularly  indebted 
for  remaining  with  me  under  heavy  fire  during  the  entire  day. 

I  seud  herewith  a  stand  of  colors  taken  during  the  action  by  Major 
Wheat's  battalion.   I  would  also  call  the  attention  of  the  commanding 
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general  to  the  valuable  services  of  Dr.  Bronaugh,  of  Virginia,  who 
conducted  me  to  the  ground  and  assisted  me  in  selecting  my  position  to 
commence  the  action. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  G.  EVANS, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

Col.  Philip  St.  George  Cocke, 

Commanding  Fifth  Brigade. 


No.  111. 

Report  of  Col.  J.  B.  E.  Sloan,  Fourth  South  Carolina  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Vols.,  , 
Stone  Bridge,  Bull  Run,  Prince  William  Co.,  Va.,  July  23,  1861. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  about  3  o'clock  a.  m. 
Sunday,  July  21.  the  officer  of  the  guard  awoke  me  and  stated  that  my 
picket  towards  the  stone  house  reported  that  he  heard  commands  in  the 
woods  beyond,  as  if  some  one  was  commanding  forces.  I  ordered  him 
to  report  the  same  to  you.  Towards  4  o'clock  I  heard  the  firing  of 
pickets  on  the  opposite  side  of  Bull  Bun  from  my  camp,  and  at  once 
ordered  the  men  to  be  waked  up.  In  a  few  moments  afterwards  your 
orders  came,  ordering  me  to  get  ready  and  move  up  on  the  bill  at  once. 
I  ordered  the  men  to  fall  in,  and  liefore  5  o'clock  formed  in  line  of  battle 
on  the  left  side  of  the  road,  covered  by  an  undulation  near  the  bluff  of 
the  hill,  about  six  hundred  yards  distant  from  stone  bridge. 

I  sent  out,  as  ordered  by  you,  Captain  Kilpatrick's  company,  Calhoun 
Mountaineers,  to  deploy  as  skirmishers  on  the  left  of  the  bridge,  and 
Captain  Anderson's  company,  Confederate  Guards,  to  the  right  of  the 
bridge,  both  of  them  sending  their  advauce  skirmishers  to  the  bank  of 
Bull  Bun.  Captain  Dean's  company  and  the  Palmetto  Riflemen,  the 
latter  commanded  by  Lieutenaut  Earle,  was  left  at  the  camp,  some  three 
hundred  yards  distaut,  as  a  reserve.  The  enemy  could  be  seen  in  the 
woods  opposite.  About  six  o'clock  the  enemy  sent  a  man  out  with  a 
flag,  which  he  attempted  to  plant  in  the  road  about  two  hundred  yards 
from  the  bridge.  Captain  Kilpatrick  fired  at  him  five  or  six  shots.  The 
man  with  the  color  fled  precipitately  to  the  woods.  The  enemy's  bat- 
tery, which  was  planted  on  the  left  side  of  the  road  in  the  edge  of  the 
woods,  then  commenced  firing  at  intervals  in  different  directions,  as  if 
to  make  us  show  our  position,  which  was  still  concealed  from  them. 
Sometimes  they  would  burst  a  shell  about  the  bridge ;  again,  fire  a  ball 
from  a  rifled  cannon  just  over  us.  I  could  also  hear  firing  of  cannon 
below.   Up  to  8.20  they  had  fired  six  times  towards  us. 

About  8.30  o'clock  you  ordered  me  to  get  ready  and  move  up  on  the 
ridge,  leaving  the  reserve  and  the  companies  sent  out  as  skirmishers. 
After  advancing  one-fourth  mde  I  formed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  left  of 
Major  Wheat's  battalion,  he  having  already  formed  on  the  right  of  the 
field.  Your  cannon  formed  in  our  front.  I  had  not  occupied  this  posi- 
tion but  a  few  moments  when,  by  your  orders,  I  moved  a  little  to  the 
front  and  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  to  the  left,  and  formed  in  line  of 
battle  in  a  ravine,  my  left  resting  on  tbe  pike  road  leading  from  stone 
bridge  by  Sudley's  Mill,  and  about  two  hundred  yards  in  advance  of 
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the  stone  house,  and  Sent  ont  Captain  Hawthorn's  company  as  skir- 
mishers in  the  woods,  resting  on  our  right. 

Major  Wheat's  battalion,  which  had  been  left  with  the  cannon, 
advanced  in  front  of  the  woods  and  was  fired  into  by  my  skirmishers, 
which  was  returned  by  Major  Wheat's.  My  skirmishers  sustained  no 
loss,  but  wounded  two  of  Major  Wheat's  men.  My  skirmishers  then 
returned,  both  Major  Wheat  and  Captain  Hawthorn  having  discovered 
the  mistake.  Major  Wheat  at  once  opened  fire  on  the  enemy  and  kept 
it  up  vigorously  for  about  five  rounds.  I  sent  Captain  Hawthorn  to 
assist  him  as  soon  as  he  returned.  I  ordered  the  cannon  to  open  on 
the  enemy,  who  had  <x>mmenced  filing  out  in  large  force  to  our  left.  I 
then  ordered  the  battalion  to  open  fire  by  company,  and  then  moved  up 
to  the  left  and  advanced  through  the  woods  to  the  neld  in  front.  Major 
Wheat  having  rallied  part  of  his  forces  and  formed  on  my  left,  at  that 
time  General  Bee  came  up  on  my  right  and  advanced  part  of  bis  force 
on  my  right  and  commenced  a  vigorous  fire.  At  the  same  time  I  sent 
forward  part  of  Captain  Hollingsworth's  company  as  skirmishers.  I 
had  the  fence  pulled  down  to  charge  to  the  front  when  the  skirmishers 
and  General  Bee's  forces  advanced  to  the  right  Major  Wheat  at  the 
same  time  advancing  on  the  left,  the  enemy's  battery  and  musketry 
opened  on  us  in  large  force,  which  was  returned,  principally  directed 
about  the  center  of  the  regiment.  The  regiment  retired  to  the  rear  of 
the  woods.  Captain  Shan kl in  rallied  his  company  around  the  colors 
until  the  entire  force  had  left  the  ground.  I  discovered  the  enemy  at- 
tempting to  Hank  us  in  large  force,  to  which  I  called  the  attention  of 
General  Bee.  who,  seeing  the  force,  said  that  we  had  better  retreat  and 
form  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  hill,  after  which  re-enforcements  came 
up  and  the  engagement  became  general. 

Lieutenant  Earle,  commanding  Company  B  (Palmetto  Riflemen),  and 
Captain  Dean's  company  (C),  both  reserves,  occupied  the  position  first 
held  by  the  regiment  (on  the  left  of  the  road  near  the  bridge)  until  after 
the  battery  retired,  when  they  also  retreated  toward  Lewis'  house  and 
were  then  formed  into  a  battalion,  with  portions  of  Captain  Shanklin's 
company,  under  Lieutenant  Cherry,  and  Captain  Long's  company  and 

the  New  Orleans  Zouaves,  Captain  ,  and  some  Alabamians,  under 

Major  Whitner  and  Colonel  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  and  by  them  led  to 
the  field  of  battle  on  our  extreme  left  They  charged  a  battery  of  the 
enemy,' and,  after  a  severe  conflict,  repulsed  him.  Sergeant  Maxwell 
planted  the  colors  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers 
on  the  cannon  of  the  enemy  and  maintained  his  position  until  after  his 
comrades  had  been  repulsed  by  a  superior  force,  who  had  deceived  our 
men  and  prevented  their  firing  upon  them  by  using  our  colors  and  sign 
of  recognition.  During  this  contest  Major  Whitner  bad  his  horse  shot 
under  him  while  endeavoring  to  rally  the  men  led  to  the  charge.  Cap- 
tain Kil patrick  held  the  position  on  the  left  of  the  bridge  until  the 
enemy  advanced  in  large  force  to  the  left  and  near  the  bridge,  when  he 
left  and  attached  his  company  to  Colonel  Hampton's  Legion.  Captain 
Anderson  remained  on  the  right  side  of  the  bridge  till  near  1  o'clock, 
when  he  retreated  toward  Lewis'  house  and  then  formed  on  some  forces 
said  to  be  under  command  of  Ex-Governor  Smith,  and  advanced  with 
them  into  the  field,  engaged  the  enemy's  battery,  when  the  forces  under 
command  of  Colonel  Thomas  and  Major  Whitner  came  up,  when  he 
united  with  them  in  a  charge  on  the  battery  which  is  above  mentioned, 
in  which  our  colors  were  planted  on  the  cannon,  but  afterwards  repulsed. 
I  rallied  the  other  remnants  of  companies  on  Captain  Kilpatrick's  com- 
pany on  the  right  of  Hampton's  Legion  and  led  them  up  to  three  differ- 
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ent  advances.  Afterward  the  men  under  my  command  worked  the  bat- 
tery uuder  the  direction  of  Captain  Fergason,  aide  to  General  Beaure- 
gard, who  made  several  telling  fires  on  the  enemy,  assisted  by  Lieuten- 
ant Sloan,  commanding  fragments  of  companies. 

Captain  Kilpatrick  behaved  most  gallantly,  and  was  shot  through  the 
Bword  hand  while  bravely  cheering  his  men  onward.  His  first  lieuten- 
ant, Horton,  was  shot  in  the  head  in  a  charge.  Lieutenant  Hunt,  of 
Company  H,  deserves  particular  credit  for  his  bravery  in  reorganizing 
the  company.  Sergeants  Hawthorne  and  Fuller  both  acted  their  part 
well ;  the  former  was  exceeded  in  gallant  daring  by  no  one.  Captain 
Anderson  sustained  his  character  as  an  officer.  Many  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  behaved  well,  among  whom  were  Captain  Hollingsworth, 
Corporal  Williams,  Privates  Ferguson,  Smith,  and  Wilkinson,  of  Com- 
pany L  The  Palmetto  Riflemen  were  very  efficient  and  behaved  well. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Mattisoii  was  active  in  my  assistance  during  the  day 
in  encouraging  the  men  to  do  their  duty.  Captain  Pool  and  his  second 
and  third  lieutenants  were  all  seriously,  if  not  mortally,  wounded. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  E.  SLOAN, 
Colonel  Fourth  Regiment  S.  C.  Volunteers. 

General  N.  G.  Evans. 


No.  112. 

Report  of  Capt.  W.  R.  Tmry,  commanding  troop  of  cavalry. 

July  23, 186L 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  movements  of  the  cavalry  company 
under  my  command  in  the  engagement  of  the  -1st,  as  follows : 

Early  in  the  morning,  soon  after  the  firing  of  cannon  was  heard  be- 
yond the  stone  bridge  on  the  turnpike  in  the  direction  of  Centreville. 
I  drew  up  the  company  near  Bull  Run  below  the  bridge,  and  posted 
skirmishers,  according  to  orders  received  from  you.  We  had  not  re- 
mained in  that  position  long  before  I  received  orders  from  you  to 
bring  up  my  company  to  the  point  where  the  action  had  commenced, 
(woods  beyond  stone  honse).  I  then  posted  them  near  the  skirt  of 
woods  behind  which  the  firing  was  going  on.  Soon  afterwards,  accord- 
ing to  orders,  we  took  position  on  the  hill  side  to  protect  a  piece  of 
artillery,  and  remained  until  it  fired  thirty  rounds,  and  we  received 
orders  to  retire.  Afterwards  during  the  day  we  protected  artillery  at 
two  other  points  on  the  field.  Falling  in  with  Colonel  Radford's  Ran- 
gers late  in  the  day,  when  the  order  was  given  to  charge  the  enemy, 
I  proceeded  with  them,  afid  took  part  in  the  general  pursuit  The 
men  under  my  command  killed  several  of  the  enemy  in  the  charge, 
captured  about  eighty  prisoners  and  seven  horses,  and  took  two  stand 
of  colors,  one  regimental.  Among  the  prisoners  taken  were  Colonel 
Corcoran,  of  New  York ;  Lieutenant  Gordon,  of  Colonel  Keyes*  staff ; 
a  captain  and  a  lieutenant  belonging  to  a  Michigan  company. 

We  had  the  good  fortune  to  come  out  of  the  engagement  with  only 
one  killed  and  one  slightly  wounded. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  R.  TERRY, 

Captain. 

General  Evans. 
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No.  113. 

Report  of  Copt.  QdOYQa  S.  Davidson^  cownumdinfj  section  of  ctrtillery» 

Headquarters  General  n  .  6.  Evans'  Command, 

Stone  Bridge,  July  23, 1861. 

General  :  The  second  section  of  Latham's  battery,  under  my  com- 
mand, was  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  stationed  on  the  hill  commanding 
the  stone  bridge  over  Bull  Bun  and  its  approaches.  It  was  on  the  south 
side  of  .the  turnpike,  and  about  six  hundred  yards  west  of  the  bridge. 
About  6  o'clock  a.  m.  the  enemy  appeared  on  the  high  ground  east  of  the 
bridge,  nearly  opposite  my  position.  They  opened  fire  from  a  single 
piece  of  rifled  cannon,  which  was  stationed  on  high  ground  north  of 
the  turnpike,  not  less  than  three-quarters  of  a  mile  east  of  my  position. 
The  fire  from  this  piece  and  others  near  the  same  position  was  kept  up 
at  intervals  until  near  9  o'clock  a.  m. 

About  this  time  it  was  known  that  the  enemy  was  forming  in  force 
upon  your  left  flauk.  I  was  ordered  to  join  Major  Wheat's  command, 
which  lay  nearly  a  mile  northwest  of  my  first  position.  I  passed  by  Van 
Pelt's  house,  and  went  on  to  the  Carter  house,  about  one  hundred  yards 
northeast  of  which  I  placed  my  section  in  battery.  Finding  that  the 
enemy,  still  encroaching  upon  our  flank,  had  changed  his  position,  I 
was  ordered  by  yourself  to  return  to  the  turnpike,  which  I  followed  to 
a  high  point  about  fifteen  hundred  yards  west  of  the  stone  bridge.  I 
placed  my  pieces  in  battery  on  open  ground  within  two  hundred  yards 
north  of  the  turnpike.  From  this  position  you  ordered  my  second 
piece,  under  Lieut  Clark  Leftwich,  to  advance  along  the  turnpike  and 
up  the  Siul ley  road.  He  accordingly  took  position  about  one  hundred 
yards  east  of  the  Sudley  road,  bearing  nearly  five  hundred  yards  north 
from  the  stone  house  of  Matthews. 

From  this  position  Lieutenant  Leftwich  opened  ui>on  the  enemy,  ad- 
vancing along  the  Sudley  road,  about  one  thousand  yards  distant.  He 
inflicted  considerable  injury  upon  them,  and  maintained  his  position 
until  our  infantry  had  retired.  He  then  retired  to  a  hill  south  of  the 
turnpike,  and  about  one  thousand  yards  distant  from  and  west  of  Robin- 
son's house.  Here  he  remained,  firing  upon  the  enemy  until  he  had 
expended  all  ammunition  from  his  limber  chest  The  horses  of  the 
caisson  having  run  off,  Lieutenant  Leftwich  #ame  to  ask  me  for  ammu- 
nition, which  I  beiug  unable  to  furnish  him,  he  proceeded  to  the  Lewis 
house,  where  he  rejoined  and  reported  to  Captain  Latham. 

Lieutenant  Leftwich  had  not  fired  more  than  six  or  eight  times  from 
his  first  position  on  the  Sudley  road  when  the  enemy  advanced  toward 
our  right  (as  our  regiment  then  fronted),  and  came  within  range  of  my 
gun.  I  immediately  opened  fire  upon  him,  which  I  kept  up  until  I 
found  the  enemy  advancing  along  the  Sudley  road  toward  my  position. 
I  then  moved  my  gun  into  the  turnpike  immediately  at  the  mouth  of 
the  lane  leading  to  Robinson's  house,  and  fired  upon  the  enemy  with 
canister,  and  with  good  effect,  until  he  had  come  up  within  one  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  of  my  gun.  Having  expended  my  ammunition,  I  reported 
my  command  to  Captain  Latham,  then  posted  on  Lewis'  farm,  about  four 
hundred  yards  east  of  the  house. 

I  cannot  close  my  report  without  testifying  to  the  courage  and  cool- 
ness of  my  gunners,  Charles  Perry  and  James  B.  Lee.  The  men  also 
served  at  the  guns  in  a  manner  highly  honorable  to  them.  I  had  one 
man  wounded  by  a  shell,  but  met  with  no  other  casualties,  except  that 
I  broke  a  caisson  pole  and  a  gun-carriage  axle  while  obeying  your 
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doable-quick  command  along  the  turnpike  to  my  third  position  north 
of  the  turnpike.   About  the  same  time  also  a  wheel  ran  off  from  my 
gun-carriage.   L  however,  repaired  these  damages  and  went  on. 
Respectfully,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  8.  DAVIDSON. 

Brig.  Gen.  N.  G.  Evans. 


No.  114. 

Report  of  Copt.  John  D.  Alexander,  commanding  Campbell  Rangers. 

Camp  near  Stone  Bridge,  July,  1861. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  instant 
I  reported  with  my  company  of  cavalry  to  Major  Wheat,  who  had  been 
thrown  forward  with  his  battalion,  and  occupied  a  position  upon  our 
extreme  left  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  enemy.  By  command  of 
Major  Wheat,  I  forthwith  proceeded  with  my  whole  company  to  the 
front  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitering,  and  advanced  in  close  proximity 
to  the  enemy's  lines.  Having  ascertained .  as  precisely  as  possible  his 
progress  and  position,  I  returned  and  reported  the  same  to  Major  Wheat. 
I  then  by  his  direction  took  position  a  short  distance  in  rear  of  his  left 
wing,  and  held  my  command  in  reserve,  ready  to  take  advantage  of  any 
< -on fusion  in  the  enemy's  ranks  or  to  perform  any  service  that  might  be 
required.  This  post  I  occupied  until  Major  Wheat's  command,  with  the 
Fourth  South  Carolina  Regiment,  under  Colonel  Sloan,  having  gallantly 
maintained  the  action  for  a  considerable  time,  was  forced  at  length  to 
retire  before  the  overwhelming  numbers  of  the  enemy  and  tremendous 
fire  of  his  batteries.  1  fell  back  slowly  and  without  the  slightest  con- 
fusion before  the  advancing  line  of  the  enemy,  halting  at  short  intervals 
and  every  available  point,  and  holding  my  company  ready  for  instant 
service.  In  this  manner  I  retired,  along  with  Captain  Terry's  company, 
until  we  fell  in  with  Colonel  Radford's  command  near  Lewis'  honse. 
Major  Wheat  having  fallen  from  a  severe  wound  received  by  him  early 
in  the  action,  I  joined  Colonel  Radford's  battalion  of  cavalry  and  re- 
mained with  him  the  rest  of  the  day. 

After  the  enemy  was  repulsed  and  forced  back  upon  our  left  we  re- 
ceived orders  with  Colonel  Radford's  battalion  to  make  a  circuit  of  sev- 
eral miles  to  our  right  for  the  purpose  of  charging  and  intercepting  the 
enemy  on  the  turnpike  in  fhe  direction  of  Centreville  upon  their  retreat. 
This  order  was  received  by  our  men  with  enthusiasm,  they  having  re- 
mained the  whole  day  patiently  under  the  enemy's  fire.  We  came  out 
into  the  turnpike  near  the  White  House,  about  two  miles  from  the 
stone  bridge.  Near  this  house,  and  about  three  hundred  yards  in  rear 
of  the  point  where  we  came  into  the  turnpike,  the  enemy  had  planted  a 
battery  so  as  to  command  the  road,  and  in  the  woods  adjacent  to  the 
road  on  either  side  of  the  battery  they  were  posted  in  considerable  force. 
On  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  the  enemy  was  retreating  rapidly  and 
in  great  numbers.  A  portion  of  the  battalion,  and  among  them  my 
company,  charged  up  the  turnpike  towards  the  battery,  when  a  tre- 
mendous fire  was  opened  upon  us  from  the  battery,  and  also  from  the 
whole  force  stationed  in  its  vicinity.  By  this  fire  I  lost  several  horses, 
but  no  men.  This  was  the  last  stand  made  by  the  enemy.  After  they 
were  broken  here  the  rout  became  general  and  irresistible.  Some  of 
my  men  joined  in  the  pursuit  and  became  somewhat  scattered,  but  were 
all  collected  that  night  and  reported  to  you  the  next  morning  at  these 
headquarters. 

1  should  perhaps  mention  in  appropriate  terms  the  conduct  of  the 
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officers  and  men  under  my  command.  From  the  commencement  of  the 
action  in  the  morning  until  late  in  the  evening  they  were  under  the 
enemy's  fire  and  within  point-blank  range  of  their  batteries,  and  at  times 
almost  enveloped  in  their  musketry.  They  remained  firm  and  unshaken, 
exhibiting  an  anxiety  only  to  meet  the  enemy,  and  awaiting  patiently 
an  opportunity  to  strike  an  effective  blow.  I  am  gratified  to  inform 
you  that  my  officers  and  men  all  escaped  without  personal  injury.  1 
received  a  slight  wound  in  my  leg,  which  did  not  disable  me,  and  in  the 
charge  upon  the  enemy  in  the  evening  at  the  turnpike,  which  I  have 
mentioned,  Lieutenant  Page's  horse  was  shot,  and  fell  dead  while  in  his 
proper  place  at  the  head  of  the  company.  During  the  day  we  lost  four 
other  horses  either  killed  or  permanently  disabled.  I  commend  the 
conduct  of  all  my  officers  and  men  to  your  favorable  consideration.  It 
gives  me  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  my  company  is  now  ready  to  take 
the  field  again  and  to  perform  effective  service. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  D.  ALEXANDER, 
Captain  of  Campbell  Rangers. 

Brig.  Oen.  N.  G.  Evans. 

No.  115. 

Report  of  Brig.  Oen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 8.  Army,  commanding  Reserve 

Headquarters  Brooke's  Station,  July  26, 1861. 

General  :  On  Wednesday,  the  18th  of  July,  I  received  orders  from 
the  headquarters  of  the  Army  to  hold  my  brigade  in  readiness  to  sup- 
port your  army  if  called  on  by  you.  I  proceeded  with  two  regiments 
(the  Second  Tennessee  and  First  Arkansas  Volunteers)  and  Walker's 
battery  that  afternoon  towards  Manassas,  and  on  my  arrival  at  Camp 
Chopawamsic  sent  an  officer  to  communicate  with  ydu.  Soon  after  the 
officer  left  I  received  your  telegram  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Green  urging 
me  forward.  The  inarch  was  resumed,  and  I  encamped  near  Brents- 
ville. 

On  reporting  to  you  in  person  on  Friday  morning  I  was  ordered  to 
Camp  Wigfall  as  a  support  to  E  well's  brigade^  charged  with  the  defense 
of  Union  Mills  and  its  neighborhood.   My  brigade  rested  on  Saturday. 

About  9  o'clock  on  Sunday,  the  21st,  I  received  a  copy  of  your  note 
to  General  Ewell,  directing  him  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  take  the 
offensive  at  a  moment's  notice,  to  be  supported  by  my  brigade.  This 
order  caused  me  to  move  nearer  to  K  well's  position,  where,  after  waiting 
about  two  hours,  another  order  was  received  through  Ewell  to  resume 
our  former  places.  Up  to  this  time  the  firing  was  comparatively  slow. 
About  12  o'clock  m.,  or  a  few  minutes  sooner,  the  firing  on  our  left  be- 
came very  heavy.  About  2  o'clock  p.  m.  I  received  a  copy  of  a  note 
from  you  to  General  Jones,  dated  at  a  point  one  mile  south  of  Union 
Mills,  directing  me,  among  other  movements,  to  repair  to  you. 

I  immediately  marched  in  the  direction  of  the  firing,  and  on  my 
arrival  at  Camp  Walker  received  the  first  order  directed  to  myself. 
This  was  a  verbal  one,  requiring  me  to  hasten  forward  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. The  march  from  thence  to  Lewis'  house  was  made  in  good  time. 
The  brigade  was  halted  there  by  order  of  General  Johnston,  and  did 
not  participate  in  the  fight,  as  the  enemy  commenced  to  retreat  within 
a  few  moments  after  my  arrival.  I  ordered  Walker's  rifled  guns  to  fire 
at  the  retreating  enemy,  and  Scott's  cavalry  to  join  in  the  pursuit  The 
fire  of  the  former  was  exceedingly  accurate,  and  did  much  execution,  and 


Digitized  by  Google 


566  OPERATIONS  IN  MI).,  PA.,  VA.,  AND  W.  VA.       fda*.  DC 


the  pursuit  of  the  latter  was  very  effective,  taking  many  prisoners 
capturing  much  property. 
I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  spirit  and  enthusiasm  of  my  brigade. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  HOLMES. 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Brigade. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  Camp 


No.  116. 

Report  of  Col  Wade  Hampton,  commanding  Hampton  Legion, 

Headquarters  Hampton  Legion, 

Camp  Johnson,  Broad  Bun,  July  29, 1861. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  with  six  hundred  infantry 
of  my  command  I  reached  Manassas  on  the  morning  of  the  21st,  after 
thirty  hours7  detention  on  the  cars  from  Richmond.  In  obedience  to 
orders  to  take  position  in  the  direction  of  stone  bridge,  ready  to  support 
any  of  the  troops  engaged  in  that  quarter,  I  advanced  with  six  infantry 
companies  to  Lewis'  house,  the  headquarters  of  General  Cocke.  On  my 
way  to  this  point  a  scout  informed  me  that  the  enemy  in  great  force  had 
turned  our  left  flank  and  were  rapidly  advancing.  I  immediately  turned 
to  my  left  at  a  right  angle  to  the  course  I  had  been  pursuing,  and  guided 
by  the  sound  of  a  heavy  fire  which  had  just  opened,  marched  towards 
their  advancing  lines. 

Finding  one  of  our  batteries  engaging  the  enemy,  I  took  position  to 
support  it  and  remained  for  some  time  near  it,  but  seeing  that  the  enemy 
were  closing  in  on  my  right  flank,  I  moved  forward  to  a  farm  house  be- 
longing to  a  free  negro  named  Robinson,  and  took  possession  of  the 
ground  immediately  around  it.  After  being  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  from 
Kfcketts'  battery  and  musketry,  I  formed  my  men  on  the  turnpike  road 
leading  to  stone  bridge  in  front  of  the  farm-yard.  A  large  body  of  the 
enemy,  who  were  in  advance  of  the  main  column,  and  who  were  within 
two  hundred  yards  of  the  turnpike,  opened  fire  on  me  as  the  line  was 
formed.  Under  this  fire  Lieut.  Col.  B.  J.  Johnson  fell,  and  in  his  fall 
the  service  sustained  a  great  loss,  while  the  Legion  has  met  with  an 
irreparable  misfortune.  He  fell  as,  with  the  utmost  coolness  and  gal- 
lantry, he  was  placing  our  men  in  position.  In  his  death  Carolina  is 
called  to  mourn  over  one  of  her  most  devoted  sons.  As  soon  as  my  men 
came  into  position  they  returned  the  fire  of  the  enemy  and  drove  them 
back  with  loss  into  the  woods  on  the  top  of  the  hill  in  front  of  us. 

Their  right  wing  then  opened  upon  us,  but  after  a  brisk  exchange  of 
fire  they  retreated  and  planted  a  battery  in  the  position  they  had  jnst  left. 
After  this  had  played  upon  us  for  some  time  a  strong  force  was  thrown 
out,  apparently  with  the  view  of  charging  upon  us,  but  a  single  volley 
dispersed  them  in  great  confusion.  They  then  formed  beyond  the  crest 
of  the  hill  and  moved  down  to  the  turnpike  on  my  left  flank  out  of  the 
range  of  my  rifles.  As  soon  as  they  reached  the  road  they  planted  a 
battery  in  it,  enfilading  my  position.  As  I  was  entirely  exposed,  I  made 
my  men  fall  back  and  form  over  the  brow  of  the  hill,  where  they  were 
protected  from  the  fire  of  the  guns  but  not  from  that  of  the  rifles.  Here 
we  were  attacked  by  a  column  which  came  from  the  direction  of  the 
headquarters  of  General  Evans,  almost  on  our  rights  and  we  were  nearly 
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surrounded,  the  enemy  being  on  three  sides  of  us,  and  Generals  Bee  and 
Evans  having  both  advised  me  to  fall  back,  I  gave  orders  to  this  effect, 
having  held  this  position  unsupported  for  at  least  two  hours  in  the 
face  of  the  enemy,  greatly  superior  in  numbers  and  well  provided  with 
artillery. 

A  short  time  before  we  retired,  General  Evans  and  Bartow,  with  the 
remnants  of  their  commands,  came  upon  the  ground,  joined  with  us  in 
our  fire  on  the  enemy,  and  fell  back  with  us.  My  men  retired  in  good 
order  to  the  hill  just  in  our  rear,  bearing  off  our  wounded,  and  formed 
near  a  battery  (Imboden's  and  Walton's),  which  was  just  then  put  in 
position.  Here,  after  indicating  the  place  you  wished  me  to  occupy, 
you  directed  me  to  remain  until  you  sent  for  me.  The  order  to  charge 
soon  came  from  you,  and  we  advanced  to  the  Spring  Hill  farm  house, 
(Mrs.  Henry '8)  under  a  heavy  fire  of  cannon  and  musketry.  In  the  face 
of  this  my  men  advanced  as  rapidly  as  their  woru  out  condition  would 
allow,  and  after  delivering  a  well-directed  fire,  I  ordered  them  to  charge 
upon  the  battery  under  the  hill. 

In  leading  this  charge  I  received  a  wound  which,  though  slight,  de- 
prived me  of  the  honor  of  participating  in  the  capture  of  the  guns  which 
had  done  us  so  much  injury  during  the  day.  After  being  wounded  I 
gave  command  of  the  Legion  to  Capt.  James  Conner,  the  senior  officer 
present.  He  formed  the  Legion  on  the  right  of  the  regiment  of  Colonel 
Withers  (Eighteenth  Virginia),  advanced  directly  upon  the  battery,  pass- 
ing by  the  right  of  the  farm  house  down  upon  the  two  guns,  which  were 
taken.  Captain  Bickette,  who  had  command  of  this  battery,  was  here 
woundedand  taken  prisoner.  The  enemy  being  driven  back  at  all  points, 
began  to  retreat  before  the  forces  which  were  rapidly  brought  up,  and 
in  the  pursuit  which  followed  the  Legion  joined,  advancing  two  miles 
beyond  the  stone  bridge. 

The  death  of  Colonel  Johnson  in  the  early  part  of  the  day  having 
deprived  me  of  the  only  field  officer  who  was  on  the  ground,  I  was 
greatly  embarrassed  in  extending  the  necessary  orders,  and  but  for  the 
constant  and  efficient  assistance  given  to  me  by  my  staff  officers  in  the 
extension  of  these  orders,  my  position  would  have  been  rendered  as  crit- 
ical as  it  was  embarrassing. 

The  unflinching  courage  of  the  brave  men  who  sustained  their  exposed 
and  isolated  position  under  the  trying  circumstances  of  that  eventful 
day  inspires  in  me  a  pride  which  it  is  due  to  them  I  should  express  in  the 
most  emphatic  terms,  under  the  terrible  uncertainty  of  the  first  half  hour 
as  to  the  positions  of  both  friend  and  foe.  Compelled  frequently  during 
the  day  from  the  same  cause  to  receive  an  increasing  fire  from  different 
quarters  while  they  withheld  their  own,  the  self-devotion  of  these  faith- 
ful soldiers  was  only  equaled  by  the  gallantry  of  the  officers  whom  they 
so  trustingly  obeyed.  To  the  officers  and  men  who  followed  and  upheld 
our  flag  steadfastly  during  the  bloody  fight  which  resulted  so  gloriously 
to  our  army  I  beg  to  express  my  warmest  thanks.  Their  conduct  has 
my  unqualified  approbation,  and  I  trust  it  has  met  the  approval  of  their 
general  commanding. 

I  regret  to  report  a  loss  of  fifteen  killed  upon  the  battle-field,  four 
since  dead,  one  hundred  wounded,  and  two  missing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WADE  HAMPTON, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Legion. 

Brigadier-General  Beauregard, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac 


Digitized  by  Google 


568 


OPERATIONS  IN  MD.,  PA.,  VA.,  AND  W.  VA.       (Chap.  IX. 


No.  117. 

AUtraet  from  field  return,  Firtt  Corpt  Army  of  the  Potomac,  July  Stt,  1861. 

[Doted  September  25,  1861.] 


First  Brigade  

Second  Brigade  

Third  Brigade  

Fourth  Brigade  

Fifth  Brigade  

Sixth  Brigade  

Seventh  Lo  a  isiana 
Eighth  Louisiana.. 

Hampton  Legion  

Thirtieth  Virginia  

Harrison's  Battalion  (three  companies) . 

Troop*  (ten)  of  cavalry  

Washington  (Louisiana)  Artillery  

Kemper  s  battery  

Latham's  battery  

Loudoan  Battery  

Shields'  battery. 


8 


211 
183 
128 
160 
208 
261 
44 
48 
27 


■ 


Aggregates: 

Infantry  

C  aralry 


826 
21,868 


22 


1,216 


4,  070 
2,  307 
1,989 
2,364 
3,065 
2,  356 
778 
803 
627 


18. 1 


34 
18 

38 


85 


I 


642 
106 

545 


1,  383 


18 
4 
4 
t 
8 

18 


51 


201 
74 


No.  118. 

Abstract  from  field  return  of  tketroope  (of  First  Corps)  engaged  in  the  battle  of 

(Dated  September  25,  1881.) 


Seventh  Louisiana 

Eighth  Louisiana 
(six  companies) . . 

Hampton  Legion 
(six  companies) . . 

Thirtieth  Virginia 
(ten  companies) . . 

Troops  (eight)  of 
cavalry  

Washington  Artil- 
lery (one  com- 
pany)   

Kemper's  battery. 

Latham's  battery.. 

Loudoun  Battery. 


88 
208 


117 


54 


L444 
3,066 


1,665 


Total. 


27 
27 


516 


778 
481 
800 


Cavalry. 


I 
S 


I  I 


8  018 


34 


848 


s 


I 


56 
76 

86 
55 


63      1,086    15  273 


Second  and 


First  I  . 
seven  companies  Eighth 
ginia,  three  companies  Forty- 
ninth  Virginia,  and  the  Eight- 
eenth, Nineteenth,  and  Twenty- 
eighth  Virginia  Regiments. 

Thirteenth    Mississippi,  Fourth 
South  Carolina, 


17 


'Not 


Aggregate,  8877. 


(summarised  in  No.  Ill,  pott)  ahow 
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No.  119. 

Troops  of  the  Army  of  the  Shenandoah  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Manassas. 

Hmadquabtkbs  Abmy  op  the  Potomac, 

August  23,  1861. 

Colonel  :  In  accordance  with  your  request  I  send  you  a  list  of  the 
regiments  actually  in  the  battle  of  the  21st  of  July,  1861 : 

Jackson's  brigade. — Second  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers,  Col.  J.  H. 
Allen  commanding;  Fourth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers,  CoL  James  F. 
Preston  commanding;  Fifth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers,  CoL  Kenton 
Harper  commanding;  Twenty  seventh  Virginia  Volunteers,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Echols  commanding,  Colonel  Gordon  absent;  Thirty -third  Regi- 
ment Virginia  Volunteers,  Col.  A.  C.  Cummings  commanding. 

Under  General  Bee,  consisting  of  apart  of  his  own  and  apart  of  Colo- 
nel  Bartow's  brigade. — Seventh  and  Eighth  Regiments  Georgia  Volun- 
teers, Bartow's;  Second  Regiment  Mississippi  Volunteers,  Fourth  Regi- 
ment Alabama  Volunteers,  Sixth  Regiment  North  Carolina  Volunteers, 
and  two  companies  Eleventh  Mississippi  Volunteers,  Bee's. 

E.  K.  Smith's  briaade.— Colonel  Elzey,  Tenth  Regiment  Virginia  Vol- 
unteers, Third  Regiment  Tennessee  Volunteers,  and  —  Regiment  Mary  - 
land Volunteers. 

Batteries  in  action. — Colonel  Pendleton's,  four  pieces ;  Captain  Imbo- 
den's,  four  pieces :  Captain  Alburtis',  four  pieces ;  Captain  Stanard's, 
four  pieces,  and  Lieutenant  Beckham's,  four  pieces. 

Cavalry.— Col.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart's,  with  twelve  companies. 
I  cannot  furnish  the  strength  of  the  regiments,  companies,  &c. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  G.  RHETT, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

CoL  Thomas  Jobdan, 

Asst.  Aajt.  wen.,  Jftrst  vorps.  Army  oj  tne  I  otomac 


No.  120. 

Strength  of  the  Union  Army  July  21,  1861,  as  reported  by  Confederate 

authority. 

Bumaide'a  brigade   4,272 

Porter's  brigade   4, 453 

Willcox's  brigade   3, 810 

Franklin's  brigade   2, 115 

Howard's  brigade   4, 030 

Sherman's  brigade   4,452 

Keyea'  brigade   3, 230 

Schenck's  brigade    3,060 

Richardson's  brigade   3, 920 


Davies*  brigade   4,129 

Blenker's  brigade   3, 922 

Bunyon's  division   6,392 

Unattached  infantry   6,085 


Total   54, 140 

THOMAS  JORDAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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No.  121. 

CatuaUie*  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  (Confederal)  July  21,  1861. * 


INFA.VTKT. 


Ftmt  Louisiana  (battalion) 

Seventh  I<onisiaoa  

Thirteenth  Mi™i»«ippi 


IM  ......  •  ••••..«••.• 


Seventeenth  Mi*«mmppi  

Eighteenth  MlMlnalppf   

¥  ifth  North  Carolina  ....••........••••••••..•••••«...•■ 

Second  South  Carolina   

Fourth  South  Caiobna   


Fifth  South 

Eighth  South 
nampton  Ix'giou 
Finit  Virginia ... 
Seventh  Virginiu 
Virgin 


...... ••••.••••«••»••.. 


Virginia  

Seventeenth  Virginia 
Eighteenth  Virginia 
Nineteenth  Virginia.. 
Twenty  eighth  Virginia 
Forty  ninth  Virginia  .. 


•  • •  •  • - - *^ 


....*  ..........  . 


Latham 


............  ••••«. 


(La.) 


CAVALRT. 


2 
6 

1 
6 
10 
3 
I 

19 


33 
23 
6 
• 

28 
8 
87 
70 
23 
20 
100 
6 
87 
23 
8 
II 
4 
9 


a 


« 

11 


121 
6 
47 
30 
4 
19 
• 
9 


3 

1 
3 
t 


Fourth  Alabama  . 
Seventh  Georgia 
Georgia  . 


....... ...................... ........ 


I»»ipjii  . . . 

IMUMippi 

Carolina 


First  Maryland 
fleeond  Miaaiasip[ 
Eleventh  MiMimi 
Sixth  North ' 
Third  Tenne 
Second  Virginia 

Fourth  \  irginia  

"  Virginia. 
Virginia. 


30 

18 
38 

1 
21 

7 
22 

1 
16 
80 

6 

f 
10 
44 


99 

263 


8 

12 
0 


34 


151 
122 
163 
6 
79 
21 


47 

10 


«3  1,519 


12 
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No.  122. 

Return  of  capture*  and  abstract  of  prisoners  taken. 

Hdqrs.  First  Corps,  Fairfax  Court-House, 

October  12,  1861. 

Return  of  captured  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  turned  in  to  the 
Ordnance  Department,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  up  to  August  16, 186i: 

Oue  30-pounder  Parrot t  gun,  with  300  rounds  of  ammunition;  9 
lOponnder  Parrott  guns,  with  100  rounds  of  ammunition  each:  3 
6-pounder  brass  guns,  with  100  rounds  of  ammunition  each ;  3 12-pounder 
brass  howitzers,  with  100  rounds  of  ammunition  each ;  2  12-pounder 
boat  howitzers,  with  100  rounds  of  ammunition  each ;  9  James  rifled, 
with  100  rounds  of  ammunition  each,  field  pieces;  37  caissons ;  6  travel- 
ing forges  ;  4  battery  wagons,  splendidly  equipped ;  04  artillery  horses, 
with  harness;  600,000  rounds  small-arm  ammunition;  4,500  sets  of 
accouterments,  cartridge  boxes,  &c. ;  4,000  muskets. 

No  accurate  return  of  drums,  swords,  pistols,  knapsacks,  canteens, 
bridles,  &c.,  can  be  obtained.  One  6-pounder  gun  and  one  12-pounder 
howitzer  were  found  spiked,  but  they  were  easily  withdrawn.  One  of 
the  enemy's  caissons  exploded  in  the  field  in  addition  to  those  captured. 

Hospital  equipments  turned  in  up  to  August  16,  1861 :  5  medicine 
chests,  partially  filled;  6  cases  surgical  instruments;  two  sets  of  pan- 
niers, 7  ambulances. 

Returns  of  litters,  instruments,  supplies,  &c,  are  all  very  incomplete, 
so  uiuch  having  beeu  appropriated  by  surgeons  of  regiments,  &c, 
besides  the  loss  from  plundering  by  privates  and  citizens. 

Quartermaster's  stores  turned  in  up  to  August  16,  1861 :  870  axes, 
spades,  and  intrenching  tools ;  2  sets  carpenters'  and  blacksmiths'  tools; 
12  sets  harness;  23  extra  traces  for  artillery;  7  platform  and  other 
scales;  1,660  camp  cooking  utensils;  2,700  camp  mess  utensils;  302 
pairs  pantaloons,  drawers,  and  socks ;  700  blankets ;  22  tents  and  flies ; 
21  wagons,  33  horses,  25  trunks  and  carpet-bags ;  1  coil  of  rope. 

Incomplete  returus  of  many  miscellaneous  articles,  sttch  as  bed -ticks, 
buckets,  coflfee-mills,  halters,  picket-pins,  saddles  and  bridles,  ten  bar- 
rels commissary  stores,  and  a  few  handcuffs  left  from  a  large  lot  captured, 
but  carried  off  by  individuals  as  trophies. 

Abstract  of  prisoners  and  wounded  of  enemy  sent  to  Richmond  and 
the  hospitals  at  other  places  since  July  21, 1861 :  Prisoners  not  wounded 
sent  to  Richmond,  871 ;  prisoners  wounded  sent  to  hospitals,  660.  Total, 
1,421. 

These  prisoners  represent  themselves  as  belonging  to  47  different 
volunteer  regiments,  9  regiments  of  Regular  Army,  and  the  Marine 
Corps.  Besides  these  regiments,  in  the  reports  and  orders  of  the  enemy 
are  mentioned  by  name  one  regiment  of  volunteers  and  companies  from 
two  regiments  of  regulars  in  Hunter's  division,  six  volunteer  regiments  in 
Miles'  division,  and  Runyon's  entire  division  of  at  least  five  regiments 
from  New  Jersey,  from  which  we  have  neither  prisoners  nor  wounded, 
giving  as  his  entire  force  fifty-nine  volunteer  regiments  and  detached 
companies  and  battalions  from  marines  and  eleven  regular  regiments. 
From  the  most  reliable  data  his  volunteer  regiments  averaged  900  men 
each,  making  in  all  63,000  men. 

E.  P.  ALEXANDER, 
Captain  Engineers,  General  Staff. 
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No.  123. 

Report  of  Capt.  John  F.  Lay,  commanding  Squadron  of  Cavalry,  of  opera- 
tions July  18  and  21. 

Camp  Pickens,  Va.,  August  15, 1861. 

Colon  kl  :  I  am  ordered  to  make  a  report  of  the  operations  of  my 
command  upon  July  18  and  21  upon  the  field.  I  nave  omitted  to  do 
so  hitherto  simply  from  the  fact  that  1  did  not  know  it  was  expected 
of  me. 

Acting  immediately  under  the  orders  of  the  general  commanding,  on 
the  morning  of  the  18th,  with  my  command— consisting  of  my  own 
company  (the  Powhatan  Troop)  and  the  Little  Fork  Bangers,  com- 
manded  by  Capt.  K.  £.  Utterback — I  acted  as  an  escort  to  the  general 
commanding  to  the  field,  and  took  position  some  400  yards  west  of 
Me  Laws'  house,  and  there  remained  until  some  hour  or  two  after  the 
firing  commenced,  during  which  time  1  had  to  change  my  position,  then 
directly  in  ran^e  of  the  long  Parrott  gun,  the  shell  of  which  were  falling 
about  us  and  in  full  view,  I  thought,  of  the  enemy's  position.  When 
the  firing  at  Mitchell's  Ford  commenced  I  moved  by  order  with  the 
general  to  a  position  near  that  ford,  and  during  the  day  acted  immedi- 
ately under  his  orders,  transmitting  orders  to  the  various  commands. 

By  order  I  dispatched  Captain  Utterback  with  his  company  to  report 
to  General  Longstreet,  to  aid  in  the  pursuit  when  the  enemy  were  retir- 
ing, which  order  was  promptly  obeyed,  but  not  fully  carried  out,  as 
immediately  afterwards  the  order  for  the  pursuit  was  countermanded. 

That  night  I  returned  with  the  general  to  camp,  and  during  the  inter- 
vening days  was  actively  occupied  in  the  transmission  of  orders  to 
various  points,  among  others  dispatching  three  couriers  under  a  forced 
and  rapid  ride  to  Piedmont  at  night  to  communicate  with  General 
Johnston's  command.  In  this  ride  a  very  valuable  horse  was  seriously 
injured. 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st  I  early  received  orders,  and  marched  as 
an  escort  to  the  general  commanding  with  the  same  command  as  before 
to  a  position  upon  the  road  near  to  Mitchell's  Ford.  From  this  position 
I  was  ordered  to  fall  back,  owing  to  a  fire  from  the  same  long-range 
gun,  attracted,  doubtless  by  the  dust  from  the  cavalry  and  wagons 
upon  the  road.  From  this  point  I  dispatched  various  orders  to  com- 
manders at  different  points,  and  then  with  my  command  moved  with 
the  general  to  a  position  near  Lewis'  house,  when  it  was  ascertained 
the  eneiuy  were  making  their  flank  movement  in  that  direction,  when  I 
was  stopped  by  order  of  the  general,  through  his  aides,  and  remained 
in  position  during  the  day,  furnishing,  under  orders,  couriers  to  different 
commands,  guides  into  position  for  batteries  and  r»  giments,  and  mount- 
ing aides  and  other  officers  when  ordered  to  do  so. 

During  the  morning,  the  cavalry  being  ordered  to  fall  back  from  this 
position,  in  the  absence  of  any  immediate  communder  I  reported  to 
Colonel  Munford,  in  command  of  the  cavalry  forces  near  me,  and  acted 
under  his  orders  until  I  could  dispatch  a  messenger  to  receive  orders 
from  the  general  or  one  of  his  aides.  By  order  of  Colonel  Munford, 
Captain  Payne,  of  the  Black  Horse  [Cavalry];  Ball,  of  the  Chesterfield 
Troop,  and  myself,  selected  a  position  for  the  cavalry,  and  there  re- 
mained in  formation  ready  for  instant  movement,  when  I  received 
orders  to  resume  my  former  position  under  the  hill  southwest  of  Lewis' 
house.  From  this  position  I  sent  off  couriers  as  desired.  By  request 
of  an  aide  I  sent  my  surgeon  with  two  men  and  a  horse  to  aid  in  the 
recovery  of  the  body  of  General  Bartow.  In  this  effort  they  were 
unable  to  succeed,  owing  to  a  heavy  advancing  fire,  this  aide  properly 
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refusing  to  permit  them  to  go  in.  Here  I  lost  a  horse,  bat  have  since 
recovered  him,  slightly  wounded  in  die  foot  Here,  by  order  of  Gen- 
eral Johnston,  I  was  successfully  engaged  for  two  hours  in  rallying 
stragglers  from  infantry  commands  and  sending  them  to  him,  who 
reformed  them  under  the  hill  below  Lewis'  house. 

When  the  order  for  the  pursuit  was  given  I  was  in  advance  of  the 
main  body  of  the  cavalry,  and  started  off  with  Colonel  Ohesnut,  with 
orders,  however,  to  report  to  General  Beauregard.  Before  reaching 
the  Warrenton  turnpike,  below  Fairfax  House,  not  finding  the  general, 
and  learning  that  he  was  on  [the]  other  side  of  the  run  road,  I  asked 
permission  to  go  on,  which  was  granted  by  Colonel  Ghesnut,  he  stating 
his  purpose  to  accompany  me.  We  were  starting  upon  the  main  road 
to  Centreville,  when  a  messenger  from  the  adjutant-general  ordered  me 
to  the  left,  to  disperse  a  body  then  apparently  forming,  but  which  proved 
to  be  of  our  own  men.  From  this  point  I  advanced  beyond  the  ford  at 
Sudley,  taking  and  paroling  prisoners  and  aiding  Colonel  Jordan  in 
caring  for  the  wounded  at  or  near  that  point,  and  with  him  returned  to 
camp  with  men  -and  horses  much  wearied  and  exhausted. 

I  lost  no  men  from  my  command.  One  horse,  while  his  rider,  acting 
as  guide  to  a  battery,  was  taking  down  a  fence,  was  struck  by  a  shell 
and  instantly  killed.  Two  others,  while  on  active  courier  duty,  died 
from  heat  and  exhaustion ;  others  are  permanently  injured,  I  fear. 

In  conclusion,  my  officers  and  men  were  cool  and  composed,  ready 
promptly  to  obey  all  orders;  most  of  them  under  fire  repeatedly  during 
the  day;  some  of  them  constantly  with  the  general  in  his  exposure,  and 
with  his  aide,  Colonel  Chisolm.  1  had  no  opportunity  other  than  to 
discharge  those  duties  assigned  me,  which  I  hope  were  as  efficient  as 
they  were  cheerfully  rendered. 
Respectfully, 

JOHN  F.  LAY, 
Col.  Thomas  Jordan,  Assistant  Adjutant- General 


No.  124. 

Report  of  Copt  Edgar  Whitehead,  Radford }s  Rangers,)  of  pursuit  July  22. 

Centreville,  July  28, 186*1. 

Sir  :  On  the  morning  of  the  22d  instant  I  was  ordered  by  General 
Longstreet  to  accompany  Colonel  Terry,  of  Texas,  and  pursue  the  enemy, 
and  find  out  their  exact  position.  On  reaching  Centreville  we  found  the 
main  body  had  fled,  and  we  pursued  the  stragglers,  taking  twenty-five  or 
thirty  prisoners  on  the  route  to  Fairfax  Court-House,  where  Colonel  Terry 
shot  down  the  United  States  flag  and  placed  the  stars  and  bars  on  the  top 
of  the  court-house.  The  large  Bag  sent  back  by  him  was  intended,  we 
learned,  to  be  put  up  at  Manassas.  Another  was  taken  from  the  court- 
house, and  the  third  one,  to  which  you  probably  refer,  was  taken  from 
some  soldier  by  Private  R.  L.  I  hi  vies,  of  my  company,  who  had  it  in  a 
haversack— no  doubt  to  be  raised  on  the  first  captured  battery  taken. 
It  had  no  staff;  but  was  carried  carefully  wrapped  in  the  haversack. 

Very  respectfully,   

EDGAR  WHITEHEAD, 
Captain  Company  B,  Radford?*  Rangers. 

Col  Thomas  Jordan,  Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Manassas. 

For  particulars  in  regard  to  horses,  wagons,  guns,  and  ready-made 
clothing,  see  Colonel  Terry's  note  to  General  Longstreet.* 

-Not  found. 
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No.  126. 

Congratulatory  proclamation  of  Generals  Johnston  and  Beauregard. 

Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

Mawtsas,  Fa.,  July  26, 1861. 

Soldiers  of  the  Confederate  States : 

One  week  ago  a  countless  host  of  men,  organized  into  an  army,  with 
all  the  appointments  which  modern  art  and  practical  skill  could  devise, 
invaded  the  soil  of  Virginia.  Their  people  sounded  their  approach  with 
triumphant  displays  of  anticipated  victory.  Their  generals  came  in 
almost  royal  state ;  their  great  ministers,  senators,  and  women  came  to 
witness  the  immolation  of  our  army  and  the  subjugation  of  our  people, 
and  to  celebrate  the  result  with  wild  revelry. 

It  is  with  the  profoundest  emotions  of  gratitude  to  an  overruling  God. 
whose  hand  is  manifest  in  protecting  our  homes  and  our  liberties,  that 
we,  your  generals  commanding,  are  enabled,  in  the  name  of  our  whole 
country,  to  thank  you  for  that  patriotic  courage,  that  heroic  gallantry, 
that  devoted  daring,  exhibited  by  you  in  the  actions  of  the  18th  and 
2lst,  by  which  the  hosts  of  the  enemy  were  scattered  and  a  signal  aud 
glorious  victory  obtained. 

The  two  affairs  of  the  18th  and  21st  were  but  the  sustained  and  con- 
tinued effort  of  your  patriotism  against  the  constantly-recurring  columns 
of  an  enemy  fully  treble  your  numbers,  and  their  efforts  were  crowned 
on  the  evening  of  the  21st  with  a  victory  so  complete,  that  the  invaders 
are  driven  disgracefully  from  the  field  and  made  to  fly  in  disorderly  rout 
back  to  their  intrenchments,  a  distance  of  over  thirty  miles. 

They  left  upon  the  field  nearly  every  piece  of  their  artillery,  a  large 
portion  of  their  arms,  equipments,  baggage,  stores,  &c,  and  almost  every 
one  of  their  wounded  and  dead,  amounting,  together  with  the  prisoners, 
to  many  thousands.  And  thus  the  Northern  hosts  were  driven  from 
Virginia. 

Soldiers,  we  congratulate  you  on  an  event  which  insures  the  liberty 
of  our  country.  We  congratulate  every  man  of  you  whose  glorious 
privilege  it  was  to  participate  in  this  triumph  of  courage  and  truth — to 
fight  in  the  battle  of  Manassas.  You  have  created  an  epoch  in  the  his- 
tory of  liberty,  and  unborn  nations  will  call  you  blessed.  Continue  this 
noble  devotion,  looking  always  to  the  protection  of  a  just  God,  and  be- 
fore the  time  grows  much  older  we  will  be  hailed  as  the  deliverers  of  a 
nation  of  ten  millions  of  people. 

Comrades,  our  brothers  who  have  fallen  have  earned  undying  renown 
upon  earth,  and  their  blood,  shed  in  our  holy  cause,  is  a  precious  and 
acceptable  sacrifice  to  the  Father  of  Truth  and  of  Bight  Their  graves 
are  beside  the  tomb  of  Washington ;  their  spirits  have  joined  with  his 
in  eternal  communion.  We  will  hold  fast  to  the  soil  in  which  the  dust 
of  Washington  is  thus  mingled  with  the  dust  of  our  brothers.  We  will 
transmit  this  land  free  to  our  children,  or  we  will  fall  into  t  ho  fresh 
graves  of  our  brothers  in  arms.  We  drop  one  tear  on  their  laurels  and 
move  forward  to  avenge  them. 

Soldiers,  we  congratulate  you  on  a  glorious,  triumphant,  and  complete 
victory,  and  we  thank  you  for  doing  your  whole  duty  in  the  service  of 
your  country. 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 

General.  C.  S.  Army. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

General^  C.  8.  Army. 
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JULY  19,  1861 — Affair  near  Hew  Market  Bridge,  Va. 

Report  of  Col.  Robert  Johnston,  C.  8.  Army. 

Headquarters  op  Cavalry, 

Cockletown,  Va.,  July  19,  1861. 

Sir :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  volunteer  scout,  consisting  of 
Private W.  Causey,  Old  Dominion  Dragoons;  Colonel  Sandidge  and  son, 
and  Mr.  Ferret t ,  of  Louisiana,  attached  to  the  Charles  City  Cavalry,  re- 
turned to  my  camp  this  morning,  bringing  in  as  prisoners  Capt.  E.  W. 
Jenkins  and  Lieut  B.  M.  .Shurtleff,  both  of  the  Naval  Brigade. 

They  met  near  the  New  Market  Bridge  a  party  of  six,  supposed  to 
have  been  annoying  our  pickets ;  killed  one,  who  the  prisoners  state 
was  Major  Bawlings ;  wounded  the  two  brought  in,  and  put  the  rest  to 
flight  Upon  the  person  of  one  was  found,  upon  examination,  a  lot  of 
ammunition,  identified  as  the  property  of  a  member  of  my  command. 
They  were  met  by  the  surgeon  of  this  post  and  every  attention  given. 
The  captain  is  very  seriously  wounded,  the  lieutenant  only  slightly,  and 
will  be  sent  to  you  to-morrow.  Two  guns  taken  from  them  are  in  my 
possession. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

BO.  JOHNSTON, 

Colonel.  Commanding. 

Maj.  G.  B.  Cosby, 

A.  A,  A.  0.,  Hdqrs.  Army  of  Yorktown,  Yorktown,  Va. 


JULY  19,  1861.— Aflair  on  the  Back  River  Road,  Va. 

Report  of  Col  Robert  Johnston,  C.  8.  Army. 

Headquarters  op  Cavalry, 

Cockletown,  Va.,  July  20,  1861. 

Major  :  I  regret  to  have  to  report  the  loss  of  the  horses  of  the  picket 
on  the  Back  Biver  road  last  evening  just  before  the  time  for  the  picket 
to  fall  back  to  the  position  assigued  it  for  the  night  No  blame  is  to  be 
attached  to  the  private  in  charge  or  to  any  person  connected  with  it 
This  picket  has  orders  to  dismount,  and,  leaving  their  horses,  to  take  a 
petition  in  advance  of  them  during  the  day.  The  position  occupied  by 
them  can  be  approached  to  within  a  short  distance  through  the  woods 
between  the  Back  Biver  and  the  Sawyer  Swamp  road.  It  was  in  this 
way  that  the  horses  were  taken.  A  large  party  of  the  enemy  came 
through  the  woods  from  a  point  on  Sawyer  Swamp  road  to  within  a  short 
distance  of  where  the  picket  was  stationed,  and  then  approached  the 
horses  by  file  from  the  rear  under  cover  of  a  ditch  brush  fence  and  got 
over  the  fence  just  where  the  horses  were.  Fortunately  they  were  seen 
by  our  picket  as  they  cleared  the  fence,  who  were  thus  enabled  to  make 
their  escape  by  the  river  side.  Had  they  attempted  to  escape  on  the 
other  side  in  the  direction  of  the  woods  they  would  have  been  taken,  as 
the  enemy  seemed  to  have  expected  their  escape  on  that  side  and 
searched  for  them  there. 

The  enemy  were  in  force,  probably  300  strong,  and  came  out  to  avenge 
the  death  of  Captain  Jenkins,  who  they  supposed  had  been  killed  yester- 
day. They  visited  Dr.  Scrapie's  farm,  but  committed  no  depredations, 
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and  have  returned.  I  have  felt  constrained  to  draw  the  picket  back  to 
near  Dr.  Semple's,  whence  an  occasional  vedette  will  move  down  the 
road.  The  enemy  is  well  provided  with  guides,  and  can  learn  the  road 
as  well  as  we  can.  If  this  picket  were  cut  off  an  infantry  force  could 
cross  the  Bethel  Creek  on  the  mill-dam  below  the  bridge,  and  come 
direct  to  my  camp  through  the  woods  without  being  discovered.  I  sent 
out  two  small  parties  last  night,  Captain  Curtis  with  thirty  infantry  to 
near  Lee's  store,  and  a  detachment  of  thirty  dragoons  to  light  camp- 
fires  in  the  woods  at  Bethel  and  to  lie  in  ambush  below  on  the  Sawyer 
Swamp  road.  As  soon  as  I  can  I  should  like  to  confer  with  the  general 
in  relation  to  inv  command. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RO.  JOHNSTON, 

flo  Icmu*1   (lorn  ni  n  tui  f  jui 

Maj.  G.  B.  Cosby, 

A.  A.  A.  O.,  Headquarters  Army  of  Yorktovm. 


JULY  24,  1861.— Operation!  on  Back  River,  Va, 

Report  of  Col.  Robert  Johnston,  C.  8.  Army. 

Headquarters  Forces  from  Cockletown, 

Half  Way  House,  Va.,  July  25, 1861. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  returned  to  this  point  yes- 
terday, after  occupying  Bethel  for  a  few  hours,  the  Messex  picket  hav- 
ing reported  that  the  enemy  had  landed  in  force  from  nine  barges  in 
their  vicinity.  These  barges  were  towed  by  two  armed  steam-tugs  under 
way  at  this  point.  I  was  informed  that  a  detachment  of  the  enemy's 
forces  were  occupying  a  position  almost  two  miles  from  their  boats. 
Judging  them  to  be  in  large  force,  and  thinking  that  perhaps  the  move- 
ment might  be  a  combined  one  with  a  party  from  Newport  News  or 
Hampton,  I  established  my  headquarters  at  this  point  and  ordered 
Lieutenant-Colonel  dimming  to  join  me  here,  and  detached  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hood,  with  two  guns,  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  and  Colonel  Right- 
or's  battalion,  and  five  companies  of  Colonel  Cumming's  regiment,  under 
Captain  Hardee,  to  look  out  [for]  this  party. 

Colonel  Hood  returned  this  morning.  He  found  that  the  enemy  had 
burnt  a  number  of  vessels  and  towed  out  others,  one  known  to  be  the 
property  of  Mr.  Booker,  which  was  loaded  with  Mr.  Booker's  effects  and 
was  to  have  dropped  down  the  river  last  night.  The  enemy  left  before 
dark,  and  had  succeeded  in  getting  out  of  the  river,  except  one  steam- 
tug,  which  got  aground  before  dusk  and  was  detained  until  the  high 
tide,  but  got  out  before  he  could  Are  on  it 

I  strengthened  my  picket  at  Messex  Point  and  established  one  near 
New  Market  Bridge.  This  picket  was  not  permitted  to  take  its  position. 
It  was  driven  beyond  its  horses  by  a  strong  picket  of  the  enemy,  but 
returned  at  12  o'clock  and  brought  off  its  horses,  which  had  not  been 
discovered  by  the  enemy. 

Owing  to  the  fatigue  my  soldiers  had  undergone  and  the  difficulties 
occasioned  by  the  quartermaster's  and  commissary  departments,  I  have 
remained  in  camp  here  dnring  the  day  with  my  infantry  and  artillery, 
the  cavalry  being  at  Bartlett's  to  obtain  forage.  I  expect  to  occupy 
Bethel,  where  I  shall  endeavor  to  secure  the  negroes  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  peninsula  and  to  carry  out  your  instructions  in  relation  to  this 
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position.  When  this  is  completed,  unless  otherwise  directed,  I  expect 
to  occupy  Harrod's  and  Young's  Mills,  from  which  points  I  can  best 
with  safety  operate  against  marauding  parties. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obe^ent^rvam^^^ 

Colonel  of  Cavalry, 
Maj.  G.  B.  Cosby,  A,  A.  A.  0.,  Hdqrs.  Army  of  YorUown, 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ORDERS,  AND  RETURNS  RELATING  TO 
OPERATIONS  IN  MARYLAND,  PENNSYLVANIA.  VIRGINIA, 
AND  WEST  VIRGINIA  FROM  APRIL  16  TO  JULY  31, 1861. 

UNION  OORRTCSFONlilDNCBJ,  ETC. 

P.,  W.  AND  B.  R.  R.  Co.. 

Philadelphia,  April  16, 1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron: 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  from  our  agent  at  Baltimore  the  following: 

Baltimore,  April  16,  1861. 

Mr.  Wm.  Crawford  : 

Dear  Sir  :  Is  it  true  as  stated  that  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  pass  the  volunteers 
from  New  York  intended  to  war  npon  the  South  over  your  road  to-day  f   It  is  impor- 
tant that  we  have  an  explicit  understanding  on  the  subject. 
Your  friend. 

GEO.  P.  KANE. 
April  16, 1861. 

8.  M.  Felton,  Esq. : 

Dear  Sib  :  The  abt  ve  is  from  our  marshal  of  police.   I  have  replied  that  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  anything  of  the  kind.   It  is  rumored  that  the  marshal  has  issued  orders 
to  his  force  not  to  permit  any  forces  to  pass  through  the  city. 
Youth,  truly, 

WM.  CRAWFORD. 

I  send  you  the  foregoing,  thinking  it  important  you  should  know  of 
the  communication,  in  order  that  you  may  ascertain  the  facts. 
Yonrs,  truly, 

S.  M.  FELTON. 


Washington,  April  18, 1861. 
To  his  Excellency  Tnos.  H.  Hicks,  Governor  of  Maryland: 

Sir  :  The  President  is  informed  that  threats  are  made,  and  measures 
taken,  by  unlawful  combinations  of  misguided  citizens  of  Maryland  to 
prevent  by  force  the  transit  of  United  States  troops  across  Maryland, 
on  their  way,  pursuant  to  orders,  to  the  defense  of  this  capital.  The 
information  is  from  such  sources  and  in  such  shape  that  the  President 
thinks  it  his  duty  to  make  it  known  to  you,  so  that  all  loyal  and  patriotic 
citizens  of  your  State  may  be  warned  in  time,  and  that  you  may  be  pre- 
pared to  take  immediate  and  effective  measures  against  it 

Such  an  attempt  could  have  only  the  most  deplorable  consequences ; 
and  it  would  be  as  agreeable  to  the  President  as  it  would  be  to  yourself 
that  it  should  be  prevented  or  overcome  by  the  loyal  authorities  and 
citizens  of  Maryland,  rather  than  averted  by  any  other  means. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c, 

SIMON  CAMERON,  Secretary  of  War, 
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April  18,  1861. 

Major  Clark,  Quartermaster,  U.  8.  Army,  Baltimore  : 

Two  or  three  Massachusetts  regiments  may  reach  Baltimore  in  the 
next  three  days,  and  one  New  York  regiment  Hasten  the  latter  to  this 
place.  One  of  the  Massachusetts  regiments  must  be  turned  off  to  Har- 
per's Terry,  unless  it  be  known  that  the  establishment  has  been  cap- 
tured. If  a  fourth  Massachusetts  regiment  by  mistake  arrive  at  Balti- 
more by  rail  instead  of  Fort  Monroe  by  sea,  send  it  down  the  bay  to 
that  fort. 

WLNFIELD  SOOTT. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  April  18,  1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War : 

We  had  made  arrangements  with .  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Road  to 
transport  troops,  and  Mr.  Garrett  was  anxious  to  take  them  until  late 
last  night,  when  he  declined,  on  the  alleged  ground  that  the  Washington 
Branch  will  emplo^  all  his  empty  cars  in  transportation  of  troops. 
This  looks  ominous.   We  hope  Harper's  Ferry  is  safe. 

W.  DENNISON, 
Governor  of  Ohio. 


Philadelphia,  April  19, 1861. 

Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War  : 

We  are  informed  here  that  the  troops  sent  last  night  have  been 
stopped  at  Baltimore,  and  that  it  is  impracticable  to  send  more  through 
that  city.   Shall  we  send  them  by  steamer  to  Annapolis  t 

J.  EDGAR  THOMSON. 

S.  M.  FELTON. 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  April  19, 1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  :  Having  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  we  are  informed  by  the  Balti- 
more road  that  Governor  Hicks  states  that  no  troops  can  pass  through 
Baltimore  City;  in  fact,  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  refuse  to 
transfer.   We  will  wait  for  instructions. 

J.  EDGAR  THOMSON. 
S.  M.  FELTON. 


Washington,  April  19, 1861. 

To  S.  M.  Felton  : 

Governor  Hicks  has  neither  right  nor  authority  to  stop  troops  coming 
to  Washington. 

Send  them  on  prepared  to  fight  their  way  through,  if  necessary. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-QeneraL 
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General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

No.  3.  I  Washington,  April  19,  1861 . 

The  Military  Department  of  Washington  is  extended  so  as  to  include, 
in  addition  to  the  District  of  Columbia  and  Maryland,  the  States  of 
Delaware  and  Pennsylvania,  and  will  be  commanded  by  Major-General 
Patterson,  belonging  to  the  volunteers  of  the  latter  State. 

The  major-general  will,  as  fast  as  they  are  mustered  into  service,  post 
the  volunteers  of  Pennsylvania  all  along  the  road  from  Wilmington, 
DeL,  to  Washington  City,  in  sufficient  numbers  and  in  such  proximity 
as  may  give  a  reasonable  protection  to  the  lines  of  parallel  wires,  to  the 
road,  its  rails,  bridges,  cars,  and  stations. 

WLOTTELD  SCOTT. 


Washington,  April  19, 1861—7.30  p.  m. 

General  B.  Patterson,  Philadelphia  t 

Have  you  received  General  Orders,  No.  3,  sent  by  telegraph  this  after- 
noon f  Major  Porter,  A.  A.  G.,  started  this  morning,  with  order  for 


issue  of  5,000  arms  to  troops  near  Harrisburg,  and  to  secure  line  of 
communications  from  Pennsylvania  line  to  Baltimore,  along 
Harrisburg  to  Baltimore.   Answer  by  telegraph 


route  from 
WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Philadelphia,  April  19, 1861. 

Lieut.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott,  Commanding  U.  8.  Army : 

My  Dear  General:  I  have  orders  to  march  and  am  intensely 
anxious  to  be  with  and  support  you,  but  a  very  large  proportion  of 
my  men  are  without  muskets,  all  are  without  ammunition,  service  cloth- 
ing, greatcoats,  blankets,  knapsacks,  haversacks,  canteens,  &c,  and  it 
is  impossible  to  get  them  except  from  the  Frankrord  and  Gray's  Ferry 
Arsenals,  where  there  is  abundance  of  everything.  Mr.  Dayton,  of 
New  Jersey,  has  telegraphed  General  Cameron  to  supply  these  things. 
I  implore  you  to  go  to  the  Secretary  and  have  an  order  sent  for  a  full 
supply.  If  you  cannot  get  for  ten  thousand,  get  for  five  thousand  men. 
It  seems  very  strange  that  the  people  of  the  South  seize  the  Govern- 
ment property  to  carry  on  rebellion,  and  the  men  of  the  North  cannot 
get  it  to  defend  the  flag  of  the  union.  The  law  of  necessity  over- 
rides all  laws:  we  must  have  arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  and  equip- 
ments. The  State  authorities  say  that  if  the  Government  requires 
it,  the  State  will  pay  for  the  clothing  at  cost  price,  and  the  stock  can 
be  replenished.  Please  attend  to  this  at  once,  and  I  can  have  5,000 
men  in  Washington  in  five  days.  General  Cadwalader  is  as  decided 
as  I  am  that  our  men  shall  not  be  made  inmates  of  hospitals  for  want 
of  comfortable  garments,  which  the  Government  has  at  our  doors,  and 
which  may  be  taken  by  others.  Say  to  my  good  friend  the  Secretary 
I  entreat  him  not  to  hesitate.  The  moment,  the  peril  of  the  capital, 
and  the  necessities  of  the  case  fully  justify  him  in  making  the  order. 
Faithfully,  yours, 

^  R^PATTERSOi^ 
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Special  Orders,  \  Washington,  D.  C,  April  19,  1861. 

No.  11.  ) 

Maj.  J.  0.  Pemberton,  Fourth  Artillery,  will,  with  his  company,  im- 
mediately proceed  to  the  steamboat  landing,  seize  and  hold  possession, 
in  tbe  name  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  until  further  orders, 
of  all  the  steamers  plying  between  Washington  City  and  Aquia  Greek 
that  are  now  lying  at  the  company's  wharves,  or  that  may  arrive  during 
the  next  twenty-four  hours. 

By  order  of  Colonel  Smith: 

THBO.  TALBOT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  April  19, 1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Oamrron,  Secretary  of  War: 

I  implore  you  not  to  send  volunteer  troops  through  our  city.  The  rai 
will  be  destroyed.   Immense  excitement. 

JOHN  S.  SITTINGS. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  April  19, 1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War : 

Mob  violence  begun.  Attempts  made  to  obstruct  railroad  in  streets. 
Governor  and  mayor  in  consultation. 

Will  skeleton  companies  be  received  to  be  subsequently  filled,  and 
the  pay  of  the  men  begin  from  date  of  their  reception  !   If  so,  a  large 

number  ready  at  once.  Answer.   

L.  A.  WHITELET. 


Washington,  April  20, 1861—12.30  p.  m. 

Maj  or-  General  PATTERSON,  Philadelphia  : 

Have  you  received  the  arms  from  Frankford  f  Will  it  save  time  to 
march  out  the  troops  to  the  armsf 

I  suppose  six  thousand  or  eight  thousand  troops  necessary  t  hold 
the  roads  from  Harrisburg  to  Baltimore  and  from  Wilmington  to  Wash- 
ington. If  the  Pennsylvania  quota  be  not  enough,  the  deficiency  shall 
be  supplied  from  the  New  Jersey  and  New  York  quotas.  Answer. 

WLNFIELD  SCOTT. 


Philadelphia,  April  20, 1861. 

Lieut.  Gen.  Winfleld  Soott,  Washington : 

Arms  not  received  ;  hope  to  have  them  to-day.  Quota  not  sufficient 
tor  the  purposes  indicated. 

^  Rj^TTERSON^ 
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State  of  Maryland,  Executive  Chamber, 

Annapolis,  April  20, 1861. 

Hod.  S.  Cameron  : 

Sir  :  Since  I  saw  you  in  Washington  last  I  have  been  in  Baltimore 
City  laboring,  in  conjunction  with  the  mayor  of  that  city,  to  preserve 
peace  and  order,  but  I  regret  to  say  with  little  success.  Up  to  yester- 
day there  appeared  promise,  but  the  outbreak  came ;  the  turbulent  pas- 
sions of  the  riotous  element  prevailed ;  fear  for  safety  became  reality ; 
what  they  had  endeavored  to  conceal,  but  what  was  known  to  us,  was 
no  longer  concealed,  but  made  manifest  ;  the  rebellious  element  had  tiie 
control  of  things.  We  were  arranging  and  organizing  forces  to  protect 
the  city  and  preserve  order,  but  want  of  organization  and  of  arms  pre- 
vented success.  They  had  arms j  tliey  had  the  principal  part  of  the  organ- 
ized military  forces  with  them,  and  for  us  to  have  made  the  effort,  un- 
der the  circumstances,  would  have  had  the  effect  to  aid  the  disorderly 
element.  TheJ  took  possession  of  the  armories,  have  the  arms  and 
ammunition,  and  I  therefore  think  it  prudent  to  decline  (for  the  present) 
responding  affirmatively  to  the  requisition  made  by  President  Lincoln 
for  four  regiments  of  infantry. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  H.  HICKS. 


Washington,  April  20, 1861. 

Governor  Hicks: 

I  desire  to  consult  with  you  and  the  mayor  of  Baltimore  relative  to 
preserving  the  peace  of  Maryland.  Please  come  immediately  by  special 
train,  which  you  can  take  at  Baltimore ;  or,  if  necessary,  one  can  be 
sent  from  hence.   Answer  forthwith. 

LINCOLN. 


Baltimore,  April  20, 1861. 

To  Governor  Hicks  : 

Letter  from  President  and  General  Scott.  No  troops  to  pass  through 
Baltimore,  if,  as  a  military  force,  they  can  march  around.  I  will  answer 
that  every  effort  will  be  made  to  prevent  parries  leaving  the  city  to  mo- 
lest them,  but  cannot  guarantee  against  - acts  of  individuals  not  organ- 
ized.  Do  you  approve! 

GEO.  WM.  BROWN. 


ANNAPOLIS,  April  20, 1861. 

To  the  Mayor  of  Baltimore  s 

Your  dispatch  received.  I  hoped  they  would  send  no  more  troops 
through  Maryland,  but  as  we  have  no  right  to  demand  that,  I  am  glad 
no  more  are  to  be  sent  through  Baltimore.  I  know  you  will  do  all  in 
your  power  to  preserve  the  peace. 

THOS.  H. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  April  20, 1861. 

To  President  Lincoln  : 
Every  effort  will  be  made  to  preveut  parties  leaving  the  city  to  molest 
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troops  marching  to  Washington.  Baltimore  seeks  only  to  protect  her- 
self. Governor  Hicks  has  gone  to  Annapolis,  but  I  have  telegraphed  to 
him. 

GEO.  WM.  BROW, 

ILf/tttrvr  /\f  linl+imrwa 

xnuyi/r  vj  Jjuiinfiu r  tf. 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  April  20, 1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Will  you  give  order  to  dispatch  troops  via  Annapolis  to-day  from 
here  to  Havre  de  Grace  by  rail,  thence  by  large  iron  ferry-boat  t  The 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Road  decline  to  transport  any  more  troops  from 
the  North.  We  think  this  decidedly  best,  and  are  joined  in  this 
opinion  by  General  Patterson,  General  Cadwalader,  and  Governor 

M.  LEFFERTS, 
Colonel  Seventh  N.  Y.  &  M . 


Fort  MoHbnry,  April  20, 1861. 

Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant-General  U.  6.  Amy  : 

I  shall  probably  be  attacked  to-night,  but  believe  I  can  hold  the  post. 

JNO.  C.  ROBINSON, 
Captain ,  Fifth  Infantry. 


Baltimore,  Saturday,  April  20, 1861—10  o'clock. 

[General  Scott  :] 

My  Dear  General:  There  has  been  no  arrival  from  the  North. 
Some  one  or  more  bridges  have  been  destroyed ;  where  it  is  not  known ; 
telegraph  interrupted.  Warlord  has  sent  by  horses  along  the  road  to 
find  where  the  trouble  is ;  will  send  me  and  General  Keim  with  his  staff 
through  by  an  express  train,  if  locomotives  are  on  the  north  side  of  the 
track. 

This  road  must  be  under  military  control  at  once,  and  in  charge  of  the 
Government.  So  must  the  road  between  here  and  Washington.  This 
is  absolutely  indispensable.  Our  rapid  communication  with  the  North 
is  otherwise  cut  off.  Troops  coming  on  your  road  could  leave  it  about 
three  miles  from  Baltimore,  and  by  a  march  of  five  miles  reach  the 
Washington  road  some  two  and  a  half  miles  from  the  city  on  the  Wash- 
ington road.  This  would  avoid  the  city.  But  the  city  must  be  under 
the  Government  control.  You  should  not  rely  upon  any  sending  dis- 
patches. Trusty  agents  should  keep  you  informed,  and  carry  your  di- 
rections. Depend  upon  it,  a  vigorous  and  efficient  plan  of  action  must 
be  decided  on  and  carried  out  or  we  will  have  to  give  up  the  capital. 

The  communication  with  the  South  is  perfect  both  by  railroad  and 
telegraph,  and  we  must  have  the  same,  or  we  are  gone.  No  arrivals 
from  Philadelphia  or  New  York,  and  no  information.  Rumor  says  the 
bridge  across  the  Gunpowder  is  destroyed,  and  also  a  bridge  some  six 
or  eight  miles  out  of  the  city.  The  Northern  Central  should  be  the  base 
of  operations,  and  the  communications  by  water  be  kept  open.  Havre 
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de  Grace,  it  seems  to  me,  is  a  point  at  which  oar  Pennsylvania  troops 
might  concentrate  with  advantage,  as.  from  there  they  could  reach  here 
by  water  or  Annapolis  by  rail.  We  could  keep  the  railroad  open  easy 
from  the  east  bank  of  the  Susquehanna. 

Let  there  be  prompt  action.  Let  the  Government  as  soon  as  possible 
take  possession  of  the  railroad  necessary  to  keep  open  communication 
with  Washington.  Take,  if  necessary,  tow  steamers  here  for  transport- 
ing troops  by  water.  A  few  thousand  men  with  artillery  on  the  high 
grounds  about  this  city  would  secure  it  to  us. 
Tours,  truly, 

D.  WELMOT. 


Saturday,  April  20, 1861—11  o'clock. 

Have  just  heard  that  the  bridges  between  Ashland  and  Gookeysville 
and  two  or  three  nearer  towns  are  burned.  Will  advise  the  forces  in 
Philadelphia  and  such  as  may  be  at  Harrisburg  to  come  upon  this  road 
as  far  as  they  can  and  protect  the  balance  of  the  road,  and  protect  while 
temporarily  repairing  the  bridges,  or  so  mnch  as  is  necessary — the  bal- 
ance to  come  in  force  and  well  armed  to  within  three  miles  of  Baltimore 
and  cross  over  to  Washington,  and  if  in  our  possession,  as  it  should  be, 
to  proceed  by  rail  to  Washington ;  if  not,  to  march  by  forced  marches 
to  Washington.  Am  about  starting  in  carriages,  and  hope  to  get 
through  without  interruption  to  York,  and  there  take  express  train  to 
Harrisburg. 
Yours, 

D.  WILMOT. 


Navy  Department,  April  20, 1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Oameron,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  suggest  that  a  military  force  be  established  at 
Annapolis  to  protect  the  frigate  Constitution  and  Government  property 
there,  which  is  now  much  exposed.  Could  not  a  portion  of  one  of  the 
regiments  expected  to  land  there  to-day  be  detailed  for  that  duty  t  The 
withdrawal  of  a  considerable  portion  of -the  marines  from  this  station 
for  other  duty  leaves  the  navy-yard  and  Government  property  much  ex- 
posed. I  would  therefore  respectfully  request  that  a  military  force  be 
detailed  to  aid  in  guarding  that  point. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  ike  Navy. 


Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  April  20, 1861 

Major-General  Patterson,  Philadelphia: 

Send  the  troops  now  en  route  to  this  city  by  rail  to  Havre  de  Grace : 
thence  by  iron  ferry-boat  to  Annapolis,  as  suggested  by  Colonel  Lef- 
ferta.  Report  the  time  the  troops  may  be  expected  at  Annapolis; 
They  should  be  prepared  to  march  if  cars  cannot  be  provided. 

Carry  out  vigorously  the  orders  of  the  General-in-Chief  to  occupy  the 
road  to  Baltimore. 

L.  THOMAS^^ 
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To  the  Officer  [in  command] ! 

War  Department,  April  21, 1861. 

The  President,  with  a  desire  to  gratify  the  mayor  of  Baltimore,  who 
fears  that  bloodshed  would  unaecessarily  result  from  the  passage 
through  that  city  of  the  troops  from  Pennsylvania  at  this  moment  ou 
the  way,  directs  that  they  shall  return  to  York,  in  Pennsylvania.  This 
order  refers  to  the  troops  now  said  to  be  at  Oockeysville,  Md.,  en  route 
for  this  city.  It  will  be  obeyed  by  the  officer  in  command,  who  will 
take  care  to  leave  force  sufficient  along  the  road  to  keep  it  safe  from 
depredation  of  every  kind  and  within  his  entire  control 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Orders:]  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  April  21, 1861. 

It  is  understood  that  a  body  of  volunteers  approaching  this  city  has 
reached  Oockeysville  or  other  points  within  seventeen  or  twenty  miles 
by  rail  of  Baltimore. 

The  obstructions  in  the  railroad  within  Baltimore  and  its  neighbor- 
hood, and  still  more  the  unhappy  excitement  temporarily  existing  iu 
that  city,  have  induced  the  President  to  direct  that  those  volunteers 
return  to  Harrisburg,  and  take  the  route  via  Philadelphia  and  Wilming- 
ton to  Perry  ville,  on  the  Susquehanna :  thence  to  embark  in  steamers 
for  Annapolis,  or  to  proceed  down  the  Delaware  and  through  the  Ches- 
apeake and  Delaware  Canal  in  sufficient  tugs  or  other  crafts  to  Annap- 
olis, as  MajorGenerai  Patterson  may  direct 

Major  Belger,  assistant  quartermaster,  will  convey  this  written  order 
to  the  commanders  of  the  volunteers  in  question,  and,  if  necessary,  ac- 
company thein  to  Philadelphia  and  beyond,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
movement.  He  will  also  leave  directions  at  Harrisburg  to  prevent  other 
volunteers,  from  approaching  Washington  through  Baltimore  until  fur- 
ther orders. 

WTNFIELD  SCOTT. 


Washington,  April  21, 1801. 

Maj.  J.  A.  Haskin, 

First  Artillery,  Commanding  Fort  Washington,  Md. : 

Sir  :  The  steamer  Monticello,  from  New  York,  is  expected  soon  to 
arrive  in  the  river,  perhaps  some  time  to-day,  having  supplies  for  this 
place,  which  will  undoubtedly  be  seized  if  the  boat  is  allowed  to  go 
to  Alexandria.  The  General-in-Chief  directs  that  you  bring  her  to 
and  keep  her  under  the  protection  of  the  guns  of  your  fort  until  a 
safe  convoy  can  be  provided. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  E.  D.  TOWNSEND,^ 


Washington,  April  21, 1861. 

Maj.  J.  A.  Haskin, 

First  Artillery,  Commanding  Fort  Washington,  Md. : 

Sir  :  The  General-in-Chief  directs  that  you  briug  to  all  vessels  pass- 
ing Fort  Washington,  and  search  them,  to  ascertain  whether  they  have 
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on  board  men,  munitions  of  war,  or  supplies  of  provisions ;  and,  if  so, 
keep  them  under  the  guns  of  your  fort  and  prevent  their  proceeding 
until  further  orders.  This  of  course  does  not  apply  to  the  troops  or 
supplies  of  the  United  States,  but  does  to  steamer  Monticello,  as  before 
ordered. 

I  am,  &c,  B>  D<  towNSEND. 


Washington,  April  21, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  E.  Patterson  : 

Sib  :  The  direct  communication  by  rail  and  telegraph  between  us  is 
interrupted  by  many  breaks  between  the  Susquehanna  and  the  Relay 
House,  this  side  of  Baltimore.  For  the  present  Northern  re-enforcements 
can  only  reach  us  by,  1st,  the  ocean  and  the  Potomac ;  2d,  by  the  Sus- 
quehanna steamboats  and  Annapolis;  and  3d,  by  Harrisburg,  York, and 
a  point  on  that  railroad  nearest  to  the  Belay  House,  some  six  miles  to  be 
marched  over. 

Please  give  your  attention  to  the  road  up  to  the  Susquehanna,  and 
station  a  strong  force  at  a  point  for  the  protection  of  transport  steamers, 
if  any  besides  the  Maryland,  and  the  embarkations.  It  was  reported: 
yesterday  that  this  steamer  had  taken  on  board  at  that  point  two  regi- 
ments of  volunteers— the  Seventh,  of  New  York,  and  another,  of  Massa- 
chusetts— and  I  immediately  dispatched  a  quartermaster  to  receive  and 
assist  them  in  reaching  Washington.  We  have  not  heard  of  their  ar- 
rival at  Annapolis.  But  the  route  via  Harrisburg  is  to  us,  perhaps,  still 
more  important. 

Major  Porter,  assistant  adjutant-general,  was  sent  several  days  ago 
to  Governor  Cur  tin  -to  muster  in  volunteers,  and  to  string  them  along 
the  railroad  in  Maryland,  leading  from  Harrisburg  toward  Baltimore. 
Please  give  your  attention  in  part  to  this  line  of  communication.  Com- 
municate frequently  the  arrival  and  departure  of  troops,  numbers,  and 
the  routes.   Employ  express  when  necessary. 

I  do  not  know  that  we  can  hire  a  steamer  at  Baltimore  for  Annapolis 
in  addition  to  the  Maryland,  and  perhaps  a  war  steamer  may  be  neces- 
sary to  escort  transports  from  the  Susquehanna  to  Annapolis. 
With  the  greatest  respect,  yours,  truly, 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Headquarters  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

Philadelphia,  April  21, 1861. 

Col.  L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-General,  U.  &  Army,  Washington: 

Colonel  :  As  I  fear  my  letters  and  dispatches  have  not  reached  you, 
*  I  therefore,  by  aid  of  a  friend,  send  a  special  messenger.  On  receipt  of 
your  telegram  of  yesterday  I  went  to  the  transportation  office  and  saw 
John  Edgar  Thomson  and  S.  M.  Felton,  esqs.,  presidents  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Central  and  the  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  Railroads,  and  gave 
directions  for  the  Eighth  Massachusetts  and  Seventh  New  York  to  go 
via  Annapolis  to  Washington.  I  could  not  find  Colonel  Lefferts,  but  saw 
General  Butler,  gave  him  the  instructions,  and  desired  him  to  communi- 
cate them  to  Colonel  Lefiferts.   I  requested  General  Butler  to  halt  one 
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regiment  at  Annapolis  and  the  others  at  the  junction ;  to  hold  both  posi- 
tions, guard  the  road,  and  report  to  Lieutenant-General  Scott  for  in- 
structions. 

I  venture  respectfully  to  suggest,  for  the  consideration  of  the  General- 
in-Chief,  that  inasmuch  as  the  force  at  my  disposal  is  entirely  inadequate 
to  open  the  way  and  guard  the  railroad  from  Gunpowder  to  Baltimore— 
and  as  I  learn  that  all  the  regiments  from  the  North  and  East  are  going 
by  sea  from  Eastern  ports  I  can  hope  for  no  substantial  re-enforcements 
from  that  quarter — it  will  be  best  to  adopt  as  our  line  of  communication 
the  Baltimore  Railroad  from  here  to  Havre  de  Grace,  the  new  boat  of  the 
rail  company,  with  propellers  and  Government  steamers,  well  armed,  to 
serve  as  escorts  from  here  to  Annapolis.  The  road  from  Annapolis  to 
Washington  can  be  protected  without  great  difficulty,  as  there  are  no 
bridges,  and  a  few  small  war  steamers  can  keep  the  Susquehanna  and 
Chesapeake  clear,  and,  if  need  be,  aid  Fort  McHenry  aud  threaten  Bal- 
timore, also  blockade  it ;  the  road  from  here  to  Havre  de  Grace  occu- 
pied and  protected ;  a  battery  erected  or  war  vessel  (steamer,  if  it  can 
be  spared)  to  command  the  Susquehanna  aud  cover  Cecil  and  Havre  de 
Grace.  All  available  steam  vessels  and  other  craft  to  be  concentrated 
at  Cecil  or  Perryville,  the  railroad  terminus  at  the  Susquehanna. 

The  garrison  at  Fort  McHenry  should  prevent  any  steamboat,  steam 
vessel,  or  any  other  craft  hostile  (or  that  the  commander  has  reason  to 
suppose  hostile),  from  leaving  Baltimore. 

The  Government  forthwith  to  take  possession  of  the  railway  line  from 
Washington  to  Annapolis. 

When  we  hare  sufficient  troops  and  provisions,  they  shall  be  concen- 
trated at  Washington  by  means  of  the  Annapolis  route.  The  Govern- 
ment can  take  possession  of  the  Washington  Branch  of  the  Baltimore  aud 
Ohio  Railroad  and  the  railway  lines  from  Baltimore  to  Harrisburg,  and 
thereby  secure  a  safe  and  speedy  means  of  communicating  with  Wash- 
ington. 

These  suggestions  are  with  diffidence  submitted  to  the  better  judg- 
ment of  the  General-in-Chief,  who  will  at  once  see  whether  they  are 
judicious  or  otherwise. 

I  have  also  to  suggest  that  in  my  opinion  it  is  expedient  to  declare  or 
put  the  entire  line,  and  ten,  twenty,  or  thirty  miles  on  each  side,  or  the 
entire  department  under  my  command,  under  martial  law ;  ana  if  the 
General  concurs,  I  ask  his  approval,  or  rather  that  he  will  give  the  order. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  PATTERSON, 

Major- General. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  April  21, 1S6L 
Mr.  Talcott,  Manager,  Washington  Offioe: 
The  authorities  have  possession  of  office. 

Xl\  lit. 

Of  course  this  stops  all. 

TALCOTT. 


State  op  Maryland,  Executive  Chamber, 

Annapolis,  April  21, 1881. 
To  the  Commander  of  the  Volunteer  Troovs  on  board  the  steamer: 

Sir  :  I  would  most  earnestly  advise  that  you  do  not  land  your  men  at 
Annapolis.   The  excitement  here  is  very  great,  and  I  think  that  you 
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should  take  your  men  elsewhere.   I  have  telegraphed  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  advising  against  your  landing  your  men  here. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  H.  HICKS, 

Governor  of  Maryland. 


Washington,  April  2L',  1861. 
Major  General  Patterson,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

Sir:  Your  letter  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  yesterday,  brought  by 
Mr.  II  ill,  came  to  me  this  night. 

In  my  letter  to  you  yesterday  I  intended  that  the  railroad  via  Harris- 
burg  and  York  towards  Baltimore  was  more  important,  perhaps,  for 
re-enforcing  Washington  than  that  from  Philadelphia  to  Perryville,  &c. 
That  supposition  was  founded  on  the  Secretary's  belief  that  the  distance 
from  a  certain  point  on  the  Harrisburg  Railroad  to  the  Relay  House,  eight 
miles  this  side  of  Baltimore,  was  but  some  seven  miles  by  a  good  wagon 
road,  whereas  there  is  no  good  common  road  between  the  two  railroads  of 
less  than  thirty  miles.  This  fact  renders  the  railroad  from  Harrisburg  to 
Baltimore  of  no  value  to  us  here  without  a  force  of,  perhaps,  ten  thou- 
sand men  to  hold  Baltimore — to  protect  the  rails  and  bridges  near  it. 
This  shall  be  done  as  soon  as  we  shall  have  a  surplus  force  over  and  above 
what  is  necessary  for  the  security  of  Washington.  With  this  informa- 
tion the  line  for  troops  coming  from  the  North  to  this  place  via  Perry- 
ville, thence  by  steam  boa  t  s  to  Annapolis,  and  wagon  roads,  seems  greatly 
preferable ;  but,  besides  the  want  of  railroad  transportation  this  side  of 
Annapolis,  we  have  no  war  steamer,  and  may  not  have  one  in  ten  days 
to  convoy  the  transports  from  Perryville  to  Annai>oli8.  The  embarka- 
tions at  Perryville  you  may  be  able  to  protect  by  a  strong  guard  at  that 
place. 

The  Massachusetts  and  New  York  volunteers  which  arrived  at  An- 
na]M)lis  yesterday  debarked,  it  is  believed,  to-day,  and  have  commenced 
their  march  upon  this  place.  Up  to  this  moment  we  do  not  know  that 
the  march  has  commenced.  The  difficulty  is  probably  the  want  of  cars 
or  common  wagons,  leaving  perhaps  a  guard  of  some  three  companies 
at  the  Naval  School,  Annapolis.  The  route  for  Northern  troops  coming 
here  li-oin  Gettysburg  by  common  roads  to  Frederick,  Md.,  may  be  worth 
attention.  Besides  the  troops  supposed  to  have  landed  at  Annapolis, 
we  greatly  need  ten  or  twelve  additional  regiments  for  this  place,  uo*r 
partially  besieged,  threatened,  and  in  danger  of  being  attacked  on  all 
sides  in  a  day  or  two  or  three. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  yours,  truly,   

WTNFIELD  SCOTT. 

P.  S. — Camp  equipage  is  much  wanted  here,  the  preparation  of  which 
is  pushed  at  Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia.  The  same  remark  is 
applicable  to  accouterments. 

The  public  buildings  here  have  already  as  many  troops  as  they  can 
receive. 

Communicate  often  by  express,  if  necessary. 


Washington,  April  22, 1801. 

Major  G.  H.  Thomas,  Second  Cavalry,  Carlisle  Barracks  : 

Sir:  The  General-in-Chief  directs  that  the  four  companies  of  cavalry 
under  your  command  be  sent  here  as  fast  as  they  are  mounted  (which 
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roast  be  done  with  all  possible  dispatch),  and  by  the  route  which  will 
iusure  their  arrival  at  the  earliest  moment  practicable.  From  your  posi- 
tion you  can  judge  better  of  the  route  than  we.  The  men  must  be  pre- 
pared to  encounter  opposition  and  to  overcome  it. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWN8END, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  April  22,  1861. 

Col.  C.  F.  Smith, 

Commanding  Department  of  Washington,  &c. : 

Colonel  :  I  respectfully  suggest  that  two  companies  of  infautry  and 
one  field  piece  be  immediately  dispatched  to  the  Iligh  Bridge  over  the 
Potomac,  to  establish  themselves  at  the  Maryland  end  of  the  bridge, 
with  directions  to  hold  it  against  any  assault  to  the  last  extremity. 

I  also  recommend  that  two  companies  of  infantry  and  one  field  piece 
be  established  at  once  at  the  Georgetown  end  of  the  Aqueduct,  to  hold 
it  as  above. 

Vedettes  should  be  thrown  out  from  there  just  as  far  as  practicable 
on  the  Virginia  side. 

As  soon  as  practicable  I  will  send  an  Engineer  officer  to  make  defen- 
sive arrangements  at  these  two  places. 

I  have  not  been  informed  what  arrangements  are  in  effect  to  watch 
the  Potomac,  but  think  that  armed  steamers  should  be  kept  in  motion, 
and  that  to  one  should  be  assigned  the  especial  duty  of  watching  the 
movements  on  the  river  between  here  and  Alexandria. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  BARNARD, 

Major  of  Engineers. 

P.  S. — The  planks  of  the  High  Bridge  should  be  ripped  up  for  a  dis- 
tance of  one  hundred  feet  at  some  point  of  the  length  near  the  Mary- 
land end. 


Memorandum,  for  Colonel  Smith. 

Monday,  April  22—11  a.  m. 

Lieutenant  Prime,  Engineer,  is  examining  the  lunatic  asylum  on  the 
heights  opposite  the  navy -yard  and  arsenal,  with  a  view  of  deciding 
whether  it  should  be  occupied.  In  the  mean  time  I  cannot  too  urgently 
recommend  that  a  close  watch  be  kept  on  that  shore,  and  that  troops  be 
held  in  readiness  to  repel  any  attempt  to  seize  these  buildings. 

J.  G.  BARNARD, 

Major  Engineers. 


State  of  Maryland,  Executive  Chamber, 

Annapolis,  April  22, 1861. 

To  his  Excellency  A.  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  Sta  tes : 

Sir  :  I  feel  it  ray  duty  most  respectfully  to  advise  you  that  no  more 
troops  be  ordered  or  allowed  to  pass  through  Maryland,  and  that  the 
troops  now  off  Annapolis  be  sent  elsewhere,  and  I  most  respectfully 
urge  that  a  truce  be  offered  by  you,  so  that  the  effusion  of  blood  may  be 
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prevented.   1  respcctfulry  suggest  that  Lord  Lyons  be  requested  to  act 
as  mediator  between  the  contending  parties  of  our  country. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Gov.  T.  H.  Hicks,  Annapolis  : 

Virginia  troops  searching  houses  in  Maryland  on  Saturday  near  Har- 
per's Ferry  for  arms.  I  appealed  to  General  Harper,  commander,  to  re- 
call them,  which  he  promised,  if  Northern  troops  are  forbidden.  What 
is  to  be  done  with  Southern  f  What  steps  shall  I  take  T 


His  Excellency  Thos.  H.  Hioks,  Governor  of  Maryland  : 

In  reply  to  the  communication  from  you  on  the  21st  I  had  the 
honor  to  inform  you  of  the  necessities  of  my  command  which  drew  me 
into  the  harbor  of  Annapolis.*  My  circumstances  have  not  changed. 
To  that  communication  I  nave  received  no  reply.  I  cannot  return,  if  I 
desire  so  to  do,  without  being  furnished  with  some  necessary  supplies, 
for  all  which  the  money  will  be  paid.  I  desire  of  your  excellency  an 
immediate  reply  whether  I  have  the  permission  of  the  State  authorities 
of  Maryland  to  land  the  men  under  my  command,  and  of  passing  quickly 
through  the  State  on  my  way  to  Washington,  respecting  private  prop- 
erty, and  paying  for  what  I  receive,  and  outraging  the  rights  of  none — 
a  duty  which  I  am  bound  to  do  in  obedience  to  the  requisitions  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  received  some  copies  of  an  informal  correspondence  between 
the  mayor  of  Baltimore  and  the  president  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad,  and  a  copy  of  a  note  from  your  excellency,  inclosing  the  same 
to  Captain  Blake,  commandant  of  the  Naval  School. 

These  purport  to  show  that  instructions  have  been  issued  by  the  War 
Department  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  U.  S.  militia,  differing  from 
what  I  had  supposed  to  be  my  duty.  If  these  instructions  have  been 
in  fact  issued,  it  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  obey  them.  Have  I 
your  excellency's  permission,  in  consideration  of  these  exigencies  of  the 
case,  to  land  my  men,  to  supply  their  wants,  and  to  relieve  them  from 
the  extreme  and  unhealthy  confinement  of  a  transport  vessel  not  fitted 
to  receive  them  t  To  convince  your  excellency  of  the  £ood  faith  to- 
wards the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Maryland  with  which  I  am  act- 
ing—and I  am  armed  only  against  the  disturbers  of  her  peace  and  of  the 
United  States — I  inclose  a  copy  of  an  order  issued  to  my  command 
before  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  the  copy  of  your  communication 
through  Captain  Blake. 

I  trust  your  excellency  will  appreciate  the  necessities  of  my  position, 
and  give  mo  an  immediate  reply,  which  I  await  with  anxiety. 

I  would  do  myself  the  honor  to  have  a  personal  interview  with  your 
excellency  if  you  so  desire. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  excellency's  attention  to  what  I  hope  I  may 


Hagerstown,  April  22, 1861. 


EDWARD  M.  MOBLEY, 
Sheriff  of  Washington  County. 


Off  Annapolis,  April  22, 1861. 


Wot  found. 
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be  pardoned  for  deeming  an  ill-advised  designation  of  the  men  under 
my  command.    They  are  not  Northern  troops;  they  are  a  part  of  the  whole 
militia  of  the  United  States,  obeying  the  call  of  the  President. 
I  have  the  honor  of  being  yonr  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  P.  BUTLER, 
Brigadier -General  in  the  Militia  of  the  United  States. 

P.  S. — It  occurs  to  me  that  our  landiug  ou  the  grounds  at  the  Naval 
Academy  would  be  entirely  proper  and  in  accordance  with  your  excel- 
lency's wishes. 

Special  Brigade  \    Headquarters  Second  Division 
Order,  No.  37.    f       Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia, 
On  board  steamer  Maryland,  off  Annapolis,  April  22, 1861. 

Colonel  Munroe  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  following  order : 

At  5  o'clock  a.  m.  the  troops  will  be  paraded  by  company  and  be 
drilled  in  the  manual  of  arms,  especially  in  loading  at  will,  firing  by 
file,  and  in  the  use  of  the  bayonet,  and  these  specialties  will  be  observed 
in  all  subsequent  drills  in  the  manual ;  such  drill  to  continue  until  7 
o'clock,  when  all  the  arms  will  be  stacked  upon  the  upper  deck,  great 
care  being  taken  to  instruct  the  men  as  to  the  mode  of  stacking  their 
arms,  so  that  a  firm  stack,  not  easily  overturned,  shall  be  made.  Being 
obliged  to  drill  at  times  with  the  weapons  loaded,  great  damage  may  be 
done  by  the  overturning  of  the  stack  and  the  discbarge  of  the  piece. 
This  is  important.  Indeed,  an  accident  has  already  occurred  in  the  reg- 
iment from  this  cause,  and  although  slight  in  its  consequence,  yet  it 
warns  us  to  increased  diligence  in  this  regard. 

The  purpose  which  could  only  be  hinted  at  in  the  orders  of  yesterday 
has  been  accomplished.  The  frigate  Constitution  has  lain  for  a  long 
time  at  this  port  substantially  at  the  mercy  of  the  armed  mob  which 
sometimes  paralyzes  the  otherwise  loyal  State  of  Maryland.  Deeds  of 
daring,  successful  contests,  and  glorious  victories  had  rendered  "  Old 
Ironsides"  so  conspicuous  in  the  naval  history  of  the  country  that  she 
was  fitly  chosen  as  the  school-ship  in  which  to  train  the  future  officers  of 
the  Navy  to  like  heroic  acts.  It  was  given  to  Massachusetts  and  Essex 
County  first  to  man  her :  it  was  reserved  for  Massachusetts  to  have  the 
honor  to  retain  her  for  the  service  of  the  Union  and  the  laws. 

This  is  a  sufficient  triumph  of  right  and  a  sufficient  triumph  for  us. 
By  this  the  blood  of  our  friends  shed  by  the  Baltimore  mob  is  in  so  far 
avenged.  The  Eighth  Regiment  may  hereafter  cheer  lustily  on  all 
proper  occasions,  but  never  without  orders.  The  old  Constitution,  by 
their  efforts,  aided  nntiringly  by  the  U.  S.  officers  having  her  in  charge, 
is  now  safely  "  possessed,  occupied,  and  enjoyed  *  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  and  is  safe  from  all  her  foes. 

We  have  been  joined  by  the  Seventh  Regiment  of  New  York,  and  to- 
gether we  propose  peaceably,  quickly,  and  civilly,  unless  opposed  by 
some  mob  or  other  disorderly  persons,  to  march  to  Washington,  in 
obedience  to  the  requisition  of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  If 
opposed,  we  shall  march  steadily  forward. 

My  next  order  I  hardly  know  how,  to  express.  I  cannot  assume  that 
any  of  the  citizen  soldiery  of  Massachusetts  or  New  York  could  under 
any  circumstances  whatever  commit  any  out  rages  upon  private  property 
in  a  loyal  and  friendly  State.  But  fearing  that  some  improper  person 
may  have  by  stealth  introduced  himself  among  us,  I  deem  it  proper  to 
state  that  any  unauthorized  interference  with  private  property  will  be 
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most  signally  punished,  and  fall  reparation  therefor  made  to  the  injured 
party  to  the  full  extent  of  my  power  and  ability.  In  so  doing,  I  but 
carry  out  the  orders  of  the  War  Department  I  should  have  so  done 
without  those  orders. 

Colonel  Munroe  will  cause  these  orders  to  be  read  at  the  head  of  each 
company  before  we  march. 

Colonel  Lefferte'  command  not  having  been  originally  included  in  this 
order,  he  will  be  furnished  with  a  copy  for  his  instruction. 

By  order  of  B.  F.  Butler,  brigadier-general: 

WILLIAM  H.  CLEMENS, 

Brigade  Major, 


State  op  Maryland,  Executive  Chamber, 

Annapolis,  April  22, 1861. 

To  Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler  : 

Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  two  *  communications  of  this  date,  in- 
forming me  of  your  intention  to  land  the  men  under  your  command  at 
Annapolis,  for  the  purpose  of  marching  thence  to  the  city  of  Washington. 
I  content  myself  with  protesting  against  this  movement,  which,  in  view 
of  the  excited  condition  of  the  people  of  this  State,  I  cannot  but  con- 
sider an  unwise  step  on  the  part  of  the  Government.  But  I  most  earn- 
estly urge  upon  you  that  there  shall  be  no  halt  made  by  the  troops  in  this 
city. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  H.  HICKS. 


Fort  MoHenry,  Md.,  April  22,  1861. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Dear  Sir  :  Please  inform  the  War  Department  that  I  sent  a  detach- 
ment from  my  command,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  to  take  possession 
of  Fort  Carroll  last  evening.  They  were  sent  by  the  U.  S.  surveying 
schooner  Howell  Cobb,  which  happened  to  be  lying  at  the  dock  of  this 
post.  I  also  wrote  by  her  to  the  commissary  of  subsistence  in  New  York 
to  send  me  three  months'  additional  supplies. 

I  send  this  under  cover  to  Mr.  Ruger,  as  I  am  afraid  to  communicate 
this  intelligence  through  the  regular  channel,  on  account  of  the  sudden 
and  unaccountable  change  of  sentiment  in  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

The  Department  has  been  informed  of  the  resources  of  this  place,  and 
must  act  on  what  they  already  know  of  my  condition. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

JNO.  (J.  BOBLNSON, 
Captain,  Fifth  Infantry,  Commanding. 


Washington,  April  22, 1861. 

Capt.  Morris  S.  Miller, 

Assistant  Quartermaster  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Captain  :  You  will  proceed  rapidly  to  Annapolis,  to  afford  all  facili- 
ties in  your  power  to  volunteers  from  Massachusetts  and  New  York,  or 


•Only  one  found. 


Digitized  by  Google 


592  OPERATIONS  IN  MD.,  PA.,  VA.,  AND  W.  VA.       [Cmmt.  EL 


other  States  there  en  route  to  this  city.  If  cars  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Baltimore  and  Washington  Railroad,  you  will  obtain  as  many  as  practica- 
ble for  the  transportation  of  those  troops  hither  in  one  or  more  trips. 
Consult  the  naval  commander  at  Annapolis  whether  he  deems  a  detach- 
ment of  troops  necessary  to  defend  the  Naval  School,  the  fort,  and  any 
TJ.  8.  vessels  which  may  be  there.  You  will  next  see  the  commanders  of 
the  regiments  of  volunteers,  and  request  that  one,  or  both  of  them  to- 
gether, leave  the  number  of  companies  that  may  be  needed  by  Commo- 
dore Blake  for  those  defensive  purposes.  On  the  arrival  of  a  sufficient 
naval  force  at  Annapolis  for  its  defense,  any  detachment  left  behind  will 
be  ordered  to  join  its  regiment  or  regiments.  Yon  will  remain  with  the 
volunteers  as  long  as  you  can  be  useful,  hiring  wagons,  &c. 
I  write  by  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Scott 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — As  it  is  feared  that  Baltimore  cars  cannot  be  obtained  to  go  to 
Annapolis  for  the  troops,  the  cars  belonging  to  the  Annapolis  road  may. 
in  many  trips,  be  able  to  bring  the  troops  to  the  junction  house,  and 
thence  probably  the  Baltimore  cars  may  bring  the  troops  to  Washing- 
ton. Or  in  the  worst  case  that  may  be  apprehended,  the  necessity  of 
marching  the  whole  distance  from  Annapolis  to  Washington,  you  will 
hire  wagons,  and  make  all  purchases  necessary  to  their  wants. 

Take  care  to  admonish  the  troops  to  be  prepared,  in  landing,  to  repel 
force  by  force,  as  in  war. 

rUnatgiied  indonenMnt.) 

Captain  Blake  and  the  governor  both  say  that  the  occupancy  of  any 
position  at  Annapolis  by  volunteers  will  be  prejudicial  instead  of  bene- 
ficial. 


Adjutant-General's  Oppioe, 

Washington,  D.  0.,  April  23, 1861. 

Commanding  Officer,  Carlisle  Barracks,  Pa. : 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  at  once  order  to  this  city 
and  put  en  route  the  four  companies  of  the  Second  Cavalry  now  at  Car- 
lisle Barracks.  You  will  see  that  the  companies  are  mounted  and  filled 
to  the  maximum  standard,  and  fully  armed .  and  equipped  for  service. 
They  will  march  from  Carlisle  to  Gettysburg,  and  thence  to  this  city,  by 
the  best  route,  avoiding  as  far  as  practicable  the  large  towns,  such  as 
Frederick  City.  If  possible,  send  not  less  than  two  officers  with  each 
company,  Lieutenant  (now  Captain)  Roger  Jones  being  one  of  the  officers 
so  sent.  You  are  directed  to  make  all  needful  arrangements  to  render 
this  movement  prompt  and  successful. 
I  am,  sir,  &c, 

L.  raOMA^  ^ 

State  of  Maryland,  Executive  Chamber, 

Annapolis,  April  23,  1861. 

To  Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler  : 

Sir  :  Having,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  vested  in  me  by  the  con* 
stita tion  of  Maryland,  summoned  the  legislature  of  the  State  to  assemble 
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on  Friday,  the  26th  instant,  and  Annapolis  being  the  place  in  which, 
according  to  law.  it  must  assemble,  and  having  been  credibly  informed 
that  yon  have  taken  military  possession  of  the  Annapolis  and  Elk  Ridge 
Railroad,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  protest  against  this  step,  because,  with- 
out at  present  assigning  any  other  reason,  I  am  informed  that  such 
occupancy  of  said  road  will  prevent  the  members  of  the  legislature  from 
reaching  this  city. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

THOS.  H.  HICKS. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Brigade  Mass.  Vol.  Militia, 

Annapolis,  Md.,  April  23,  1861. 

To  his  Excellency  Thos.  H.  Hicks, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Maryland : 

I  did  myself  the  honor,  in  my  communication  of  yesterday,  wherein  I 
asked  permission  to  land  the  portion  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States 
under  my  command,  to  state  that  they  were  armed  only  against  the  dis- 
turbers of  the  £eace  of  the  State  of  Maryland  and  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  understood,  within  the  last  hour,  that  some  apprehensions 
were  entertained  of  an  insurrection  of  the  negro  population  of  this 
neighborhood.  I  am  anxious  to  convince  all  classes  of  persons  that  the 
forces  under  my  command  are  not  here  in  any  way  to  interfere  with, 
or  countenance  any  interference  with,  the  laws  of  the  State.  I  am 
therefore  ready  to  co-operate  with  your  excellency  in  suppressing,  most 
promptly  and  effectively,  any  insurrection  against  the  laws  of  Maryland. 

I  beg,  therefore,  that  you  announce  publicly  that  any  portion  of  the 
forces  under  my  command  is  at  your  excellency's  disposal  to  act  imme- 
diately for  the  preservation  and  quietness  of  the  peace  of  this  community. 

And  I  have  tie  honor  to  be,  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 
General  of  the  Third  Brigade. 


Third  Brigade  U.  S.  Militia, 

Annapolis,  Md.,  April  23,  1861. 

To  his  Excellency  Thos.  H.  Hicks, 

Governor  of  Maryland. : 

You  are  credibly  informed  that  I  have  taken  possession  of  the  An- 
napolis and  Elk  Ridge  Railroad.  It  might  have  escaped  your  notice,  but 
at  the  official  meeting  between  your  excellency  and  the  mayor  of  An- 
napolis and  the  authorities  of  the  Government  and  myself  it  was  expressly 
stated  as  the  reason  why  I  should  not  land  that  my  troops  could  not 
pass  the  railroad  because  the  company  had  taken  up  the  rails,  and  they 
were  private  property.  It  is  difficult  to  see  how  it  could  be  that  if  my 
troops  could  not  pass  over  the  railroad  one  way,  the  members  of  the 
legislature  could  pass  the  other  way.  I  have  taken  possession  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  the  carrying  out  of  the  threats  of  the  mob^  as 
officially  represented  to  me  by  the  master  of  transportation  of  this  city, 
"  that  if  my  troops  passed  over  the  railroad  the  railroad  should  be  de- 
8troyed.,, 

If  the  government  of  the  State  had  taken  possession  of  the  railroad 
in  any  emergency,  I  should  have  long  waited  before  I  entered  upon  it 
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Bat,  as  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  in  regard  to  the 
insurrection  against  the  laws  of  Maryland,  I  am  here  armed  to  main- 
tain those  laws,  if  your  excellency  desires,  and  the  peace  of  the  United 
States,  against  all  disorderly  persons  whatever.  I  am  endeavoring  to 
save,  and  not  to  destroy;  to  obtain  means  of  transportation,  so  I  can 
vacate  the  capital  prior  to  the  sitting  of  the  legislature,  and  not  be  under 
the  painful  necessity  of  occupying  your  beautiful  city  while  the  legisla- 
ture is  in  session. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  BUTLER,  Brigadier- General. 


State  op  Maryland,  Executive  Chamber, 

Annapolis,  April  23, 1861. 

To  Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  morning,  tendering  the  force  under  your  command  to  aid  in  sup- 
pressing a  rumored  insurrection  of  the  slaves  in  this  county. 

I  thank  you  most  sincerely  for  the  tender  of  your  men,  but  I  had,  be- 
fore the  receipt  of  your  letter,  directed  the  sheriff  of  the  county  to  act 
in  the  matter,  and  am  confident  that  the  citizens  of  the  county  are  fully 
able  to  suppress  any  insurrection  of  our  slave  population. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  H.  HICKS. 


Hdqrs.  Military  Department  Washington, 

Philadelphia,  April  23, 1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  21st  instant,*  and  to  thank  you  for  the  suggestions,  whioh  have 
had  my  most  cordial  consideration.  I  adhere,  however,  to  the  opinion, 
heretofore  expressed  to  the  General-in-Chief,  as  to  the  line  which  could 
be  most  readily  kept  open  with  our  present  force,  and  hope  that  the 
Government  has  seized  the  railway  between  Annapolis  and  Washing- 
ton, with  its  rolling  stock. 

I  trust  that  there  are  small  war  steamers  in  the  Chesapeake  in  suffi- 
cient numbers  to  protect  our  transports  and  capture  or  destroy  all  armed 
vessels  of  the  insurgents.  Information  has  reached  me  from  a  source 
which,  though  not  entirely  reliable,  entitles  it  to  consideration,  that 
they  have  a  steam-tug  in  the  Chesapeake,  armed  with  a  single  rifled 
cannon,  for  the  purpose  of  sinking  our  transports.  She  should  be  over- 
hauled if  possible,  and  no  vessel  should  be  permitted  to  enter  or  leave 
the  harbor  of  Baltimore  while  the  people  of  that  city  continue  to  defy  the 
authority  of  the  General  Government.   

I  have  furnished  four  hundred  muskets  to  the  mayor  of  Wilmington, 
eighty  of  which  have  been  used  to  arm  Du  Pont's  workmen,  embodied 
for  the  defense  of  the  mills,  and  the  residue  appropriated  to  the  organ- 
ized volunteers  of  the  city,  whose  loyalty  is  vouched  for  by  the  mayor. 

The  inclosed  statement  is  obtained  from  a  refugee  from  Norfolk,  whose 
face  and  conduct  indicate  integrity  of  purpose,  and  who  is  evidently 
familiar  with  all  the  localities.   I  venture  to  suggest  that  you  bring  the 
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subject  to  the  notice  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who  has 
the  means  of  seizing  vessels  and  owners,  and  preventing  further  mis- 
chief. 

With  much  respect, 

B.  PATTERSON, 

Major -General. 

Captain  Russell,  of  the  steamer  Louisiana,  carried  fifteen  barrels  of 
gunpowder,  stolen  from  the  powder-magazine  at  Norfolk,  to  General 
Steuart,  Baltimore.  Powder  seized  by  police  for  the  use  of  the  mob. 
The  Louisiana  returned  within  an  hour  with  cannon  for  the  use  of  the 
rebels  at  Norfolk. 

The  Georgianna.  Captain  Smith,  is  carrying  contraband  articles  for 
the  use  of  the  rebels.  William  Selden  (James  River  boat)  is  employed 
in  same  way. 

Capt.  Arthur  Sinclair,  late  of  the  Navy,  has  a  steamboat  called  Reany, 
armed  with  a  6-pounder  rifled  cannon,  cruising  off  Cape  Henry,  to  sink 
transports.  Steam-tug  Star  cruising  in  the  bay  plundering.  Four  rilled 
cannon  (6-pounders)  in  the  possession  of  the  secessionists  at  Norfolk. 

Captain  Baker,  owner  of  the  Star  and  Reany,  lives  in  Norfolk,  and 
should  be  captured. 

Lieutenants  Pegram  and  Page,  late  of  the  V.  S.  Navy,  are  connected 
with  the  secession  movement. 

•Norfolk  could  be  held  by  fifteen  hundred  men  if  the  railroad  bridges 
are  destroyed. 


Philadelphia,  April  23, 1861. 
Col.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant  General,  Washington: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  letter 
of  the  General-in-Chief,  dated  21st  instant,  per  special  messenger,  W. 
J.  Palmer.  All  my  efforts  have  been  directed  to  open  the  line  to  Wash- 
ington by  rail  from  here  to  the  Susquehanna  River,  thence  by  Annapolis, 
and  from  there  by  rail,  believing  this  to  be  the  only  line  which  could  be 
maintained  with  the  force  at  my  disposal.  I  hope  that  more  than  one 
war  steamer  has  been  put  on  the  water  part  of  the  route  to  protect  the 
transports  and  sink  or  capture  armed  vessels  of  the  enemy. 

Two  regiments  will  be  embarked  immediately  for  Annapolis,  but  they 
are  deficient  in  equipments  and  their  ammunition  is  unsuitable,  car- 
tridges not  fitting  the  muskets  in  many  cases.  Great  efforts  have  been 
made  to  supply  this  deficiency,  and  I  hope  that  it  will  soon  cease  to 
exist. 

I  have  reliable  information  that  8,000  men  are  now  on  their  way  from 
New  York  to  Annapolis.  Major  Sherman  arrived  last  night  with  his 
battery,  and  has  been  directed  to  take  post  for  the  present  at  Elkton, 
Md.,  supported  by  100  infantry.  I  have  no  other  battery  on  this  side  of 
the  river,  where  one  is  much  needed. 

The  medical  officers  appointed  to  the  volunteer  regiments  are,  so  far 
as  I  am  aware,  good  selections,  but,  of  necessity,  without  experience  in 
the  field,  except  in  rare  instances. 

It  is  of  great  importance  that  the  medical  staff  should  be  promptly 
organized  under  the  direction  of  an  experienced  surgeon.  I  have  there- 
fore earnestly  to  request  the  General-in-Chief  to  assign  an  Army  sur- 
geon to  my  command  for  service  as  medical  director. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

R  PATTERSON 
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Philadelphia,  April  23, 1861. 
General  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War: 

Dear  Sir  :  The  suspension  of  intercourse  between  this  place  and 
Washington  has  caused  an  intense  feeling  here  in  relation  to  the  safety 
of  the  capital,  and  there  is  great  eagerness  to  rush  to  its  assistance. 
This  anxiety,  however,  has  not  been  participated  in  by  the  military  au- 
thorities, and  as  yet  there  have  been  but  few  troops  passed  through  to 
Havre  de  Grace.  The  people  of  Philadelphia  exhibit  some  mortification 
that  the  Bostonians  should  have  got  nearly  a  week  ahead  of  their  troops, 
notwithstanding  their  greater  distance  from  the  scene  of  action. 

After  our  communication  with  Washington  was  cut  off  via  Baltimore 
in  consequence  of  Mr.  Garrett  changing  his  plan  of  conveying  troops 
through  that  city  from  a  steam  ferry-boat  between  Canton  and  Locust 
Point  to  the  railroad  through  the  streets,  I  immediately  arranged  trans- 
portation between  Havre  de  Grace  and  Annapolis  for  five  regiments 
per  day.  It  seems,  however,  that  the  remaining  New  England  and  New 
York  troops  have  for  some  reason  taken  the  ocean  route,  and  but  few 
Pennsylvania  troops  are  prepared  to  move.  If  the  route  from  Annapolis 
to  Washington  City  is  open,  we  have  transportation  facilities  now  on 
the  Chesapeake  equal  to  the  movement  of  fifteen  thousand  troops  per 
day  to  your  city,  together  with  any  amount  of  provisions,  &c,  for  their 
support. 

Sherman's  battery  arrived  here  last  night,  and  could  have  been  in 
Annapolis  to-day.  It  is  understood,  however,  that  it  will  not  leave  until 
to-morrow  morning,  and  then  stop  at  Elkton.  We  infer  from  this  that 
you  must  feel  entirely  safe  at  Annapolis  and  at  Washington.  Mr. 
Palmer  informs  me  that  you  have  not  taken  military  possession  of  the 
Washington  Branch  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  and 
the  Annapolis  Road.  If  you  have  no  superintendent  fit  to  control  such 
an  enterprise,  I  would  mention  Joseph  D.  Potts,  now  in  Baltimore,  at  the 
Northern  Central  Railroad  Office,  and  T.  H.  Duprey,  here.  Colonel  Small 
smuggled  himself  off  without  arms  against  my  earnest  protest  and  re- 
fusal to  send  him  without  them.  He,  however,  got  his  force  back  with- 
out much  damage  to  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  EDGAR  THOMSON. 


Philadelphia,  April  23, 1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Dear  Sir  :  Since  I  wrote  my  last  of  this  date  I  have  been  informed 
that  the  Baltimoreans  and  Marylanders  have  destroyed  the  whole  of 
the  bridges  on  the  Northern  Central.  This  seems  to  have  been  a  mere 
spite  action,  and  must  convince  the  Government  that  those  loyal  to  the 
Government  in  Maryland  are  in  a  vast  minority.  As  soon  as  the  cap- 
ital is  safe  from  attack,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Government  should  at 
once  turn  on  Baltimore  and  place  it  under  martial  law,  and  require 
that  it  should  pay  all  damages  to  the  railroads  it  has  destroyed,  and- to 
their  business. 

There  seems  to  be  very  little  vigor  in  the  organizing  and  dispatching 
of  troops  from  this  place.  Who  is  to  blame  time  must  show.  There  is 
evidently  a  great  deal  of  red  tape  to  retard  matters.  Sherman's  bat- 
tery, which  could  as  well  have  been  in  Annapolis  to-day,  is  still  here.  I 
hope  yon  will  give  them  a  stirring  up.   I  have  provided  ample  means 
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of  transit  for  everything  that  could  be  offered.  The  War  Department 
should  at  once  destroy,  if  it  has  not  already  done  so,  the  bridges  on  the 
main  stem  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  as  high  up  as  Harper's 
Ferry. 

There  is  now  a  large  field  for  vigorous  operations  in  the  vicinity  of 
Washington,  without  troubling  Charleston  until  frost  Maryland  should 
feel  the  power  of  the  General  Government  in  a  manner  that  will  here- 
after keep  her  quiet,  if  it  does  not  make  her  loyal 

After  the  excitement  in  Baltimore  on  Friday  last,  I  saw  at  once  that 
the  only  inland  route  to  Washington  was  via  Annapolis  or  some  point 
below  that  place  as  near  to  Washington,  and  did  not  hesitate  to  make 
every  preparation  to  send  all  the  Pennsylvania  troops  and  those  from 
the  East  over  it.  The  movement  down  the  Northern  Central,  it  seemed 
to  me,  could  not  be  more  easily  effected  than  through  Baltimore,  via 
Havre  de  Grace.  To  complete  the  route,  military  possession  01  the 
Annapoli s  road  should  be  taken  at  once.  There  must  be  ample  force  at 
Annapolis  by  this  time  for  this  object,  supported  by  a  respectable  artil- 
lery force. 

If  you  are  in  want  of  railway  men  to  control  the  road,  or  locomotives 
or  cars  to  work  it,  they  can  immediately  be  sent  down  from  here,  with 
competent  and  loyal  engine  men.  We  are  in  for  a  fight  now,  and  what 
we  do  should  be  done  so  as  to  make  an  impression  over  the  whole  coun- 
try, striking  terror  into  the  malcontents. 
Yours,  truly, 

J.  EDGAE  THOMSON, 
President  Pennsylvania  Central  ' 


Navy  Department,  April  23, 1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sra :  On  a  verbal  requisition  of  Commodore  John  A.  Dahlgren,  I  would 
respectfully  request  that  at  least  a  battalion  of  reliable  troops  be  ordered 
at  once  for  the  protection  of  the  navy-yard. 

Commodore  Dahlgren  deems  this  precaution  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  preservation  of  the  Government  property,  and  I  would  express  my 
urgent  concurrence,  and  that  there  should  be  no  delay. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

1 


April  23, 1861—10.30  p.  m. 

The  request  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  respectfully  referred  to 
Lieutenant-General  Scott 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War, 

April  23,  1861—11  p.  in. 

Colonel  Stone  directed  to  send  two  companies  to  the  navy-yard. 

T.  TALBOT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Washington,  April  2d,  1861. 

General  Patterson,  So.  : 

Dear  General  :  I  have  only  a  moment  to  say  the  troops  have  not 
got  round  from  Annapolis.  Butler  says  he  will  be  here  to-day.  The 
New  York  Seventh  decline  coming  on  some  punctilio,  as  I  am  informed. 

There  must  be  no  delay  in  sending  the  Philadelphia  troops  by  that 
route,  so  as  to  command  the  road  at  once.  Those  coming  from  the  West 
should,  in  my  opinion,  be  concentrated  on  the  Northern  Central  Bail- 
road  near  Baltimore,  so  as  to  force  our  way  through  the  city  if  they  con- 
tinue to  harass  our  troops  coming  round  it  The  fine  counties  of  York, 
Lancaster,  &c,  will  furnish  supplies,  and  the  march  across  to  the  waters  of 
the  Potomac  is  good.  These  are  at  present  only  suggestions,  but  I  beg 
for  them  your  examination  and  reflection. 
Very  respectfully, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  w^ar. 


P.,  W.  &  B.  R.  B.  Co., 

Philadelphia,  April  24,  1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron  : 

Dear  Sir  :  Mr.  Thomson,  Mr.  Sanford,  and  myself  organised  a  plan 
to  supply  Washington  with  troops  and  provisions,  &c,  by  way  of  An- 
napolis. A  part  of  this  plan  was  for  Fort  McHenry  to  allow  no  hostile 
iorce  to  leave  -Baltimore  to  seize  transports,  xnis  we  nave  not  enectea, 
of  course,  as  we  had  no  means  to  do  it  We  want  command  of  the  rail- 
road from  Washington  to  Annapolis  and  of  the  telegraph.  This,  of 
course,  the  Government  must  effect.  The  rest  we  can  do,  and  are  do- 
ing as  rapidly  as  we  can.  We  have  assumed  great  responsibility,  both 
pecuniarily  and  otherwise,  but  no  good  man  ought  in  these  times  to 
shrink  from  any  amount  of  responsibility  within  his  reach.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion between  government  or  anarchy,  and  who  can  hesitate! 
Yours,  truly, 

S.  M.  FELTON. 


State  op  Maryland,  Executive  Chamber, 

Annapolis,  April  24,  1861. 

To  Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler: 

Sir  :  A  dispatch  signed  by  you,  addressed  to  Gov.  A.  [G.]  Curtin  [fol- 
lowing], has  been  received  bv  me,  with  a  verbal  request  that  I  counter- 
sign it  and  have  it  forwarded  to  its  address. 

In  reference  to  the  arsenal  at  Pikesville,  I  have  no  official  information. 
I  do  not  know  who  is  now  in  possession  of  it.  I  am  cut  off  from  all  com- 
munication with  other  parts  of  the  State,  and  have  no  means  to  forward 
your  clispatcn.  ii  l  were  willing  to  countersign  iu 

I  am  compelled,  therefore,  to  decline  to  accede  to  your  request. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  H.  HICKS. 
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Annapolis,  April  24,  1861. 

To  his  Excellency  Andrew  [G.]  Ourtin, 

Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Forces  of  Pennsylvania: 

Sir  :  Should  this  dispatch  be  forwarded  to  you,  countersigned  by  his 
excellency  Thomas  H.  Hicks,  governor  of  Maryland,  you  will  please  to 
understand  that  the  insurgents  have  surrendered  Pikesville  Arsenal,  and 
that  it  therefore  will  not  be  necessary  to  advance  your  troops,  as  you 

were  yesterday  requested  by  me.   

B.  F.  BUTLER, 
Brigadier- General. 


Philadelphia,  April  24, 1861. 

Col.  Lorenzo  Thomas,  Adjutant- General  U.  8.  Army: 

Colonel  :  The  orders  of  the  Lieutenant-General  Commanding  to  se- 
cure the  forts  on  the  Delaware  have  been  anticipated.  Captain  Gibson 
reported  last  week  that  he  was  able  to  hold  Fort  Delaware,  but  requested 
that  the  remainder  of  his  company  be  directed  to  join  him.  I  have  de- 
tailed one  hundred  men  (raw  volunteers)  to  be  placed  under  his  com- 
mand. 

Fort  Mifflin  is  held  by  a  detachment  of  volunteers.  I  inclose  herewith 
a  memorandum  from  a  source  believed  to  be  reliable.  I  also  inclose 
copy  of  a  letter  to  Captain  Rodgers,  of  the  Navy.  Major  Thomas,  Sec- 
ond Cavalry,  has  telegraphed  the  orders  received  from  headquarters. 
Orders  have  been  given  to  purchase  horses,  and  I  have  directed  the 
ordnance  officers  at  Allegheny  and  Frankford  to  report  as  to  the  ammu- 
nition and  equipments. 

I  have  respectfully  to  request  that  a  commissary  be  sent  here  without 
delay,  furnished  with  funds  to  purchase  rations  and  supply  the  troops 
when  mustered  into  service.  Three  regiments  from  this  State  have  been 
sent  forward,  and  the  residue  of  the  quota  only  awaits  organization. 

Maj.  F.  J.  Porter,  who  has  carefully  examined  the  ground,  concurs 
with  me  in  the  opinion  that  it  is  impracticable  at  present  to  throw  re-en- 
forcements into  Washington  by  the  interior  of  Pennsylvania,  and  all  my 
efforts  shall  be  directed  to  the  route  via  Annapolis. 

I  have  directed  Colonel  Thomas  to  be  ready  to  organize  a  wagon  train. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  PATTERSON, 

Major- General. 

Hdqrs  Military  Dep>t  op  Pennsylvania, 

Philadelphia,  April  24, 1861. 

Captain  Rodgers,  Frigate  Constitution : 

Captain  :  Major-General  Patterson  learns  through  S.  M.  Felton,  esq., 
that  you  informed  him  that  there  is  a  small  fort  situate  at  the  entrance 
of  Annapolis  Harbor,  which  it  is  highly  desirable  should  be  taken  pos- 
session of,  armed,  and  occupied.  If  you  can  supply  ten  guns  for  the 
purpose,  or  a  sufficient  number,  to  hold  it,  you  are  hereby  authorized  to 
make  a  requisition  upon  the  colonel  of  any  regiment  on  the  route  to 
Washington  for  a  detachment  of  a  hundred  men  to  garrison  it. 

As  the  troops  on  the  route  have  little  knowledge  of  guns,  you  will 
please  detail  one  or  more  instructors. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CRAIG  BIDDLE,  A.  D.  0. 
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Washington,  April  25, 1861. 

Colonel  Stone  : 

This  will  be  banded  to  you  by  Thomas  A.  Scott,  who  will  take  charge 
of  the  operations  of  railroad  and  telegraphs  between  Washington  City 
and  Annapolis  in  a  few  days.  Please  give  him  all  the  information  you 
can  in  relation  to  roads,  cars,  locomotives,  &c.  Until  Mr.  Scott  takes 
direct  charge,  act  with  him  in  this  movement 
Yours,  respectfully, 

SIMON  CAMERON. 

Secretary  of  War, 


Washington,  April  25, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  Massachusetts  Volunteers : 

Sir  :  If  this  letter  should  find  you  not  too  far  this  side  of  Annapolis, 
I  will  ask  you  to  consider  yourself,  for  a  time,  as  the  commander  of 
that  city  and  retain  a  competent  force  to  hold  it.  Next,  I  wish  you  to 
select  a  regiment  (the  one  of  vour  brigade  or  any  other),  and  string  it 
at  convenient  distances  all  along  the  railroad,  by  the  junction  and 
towards  this  city,  as  far  as  its  numbers  may  suffice,  to  protect  the  road, 
its  rails,  bridges,  and  cars,  so  as  to  keep  the  communication  open  for 
troops  aud  travelers  between  Annapolis  and  Washington  by  rail. 

The  principal  points  in  the  road  to  be  occupied  are:  the  junction, 
Beltsville,  the  bridges,  cross-roads,  and  a  few  of  the  other  stations. 
Some  of  the  intermediate  stations  may  also  require  smaller  detachments, 
and  every  post  ought  to  be  instructed  to  throw  out  scouts  to  the  right 
and  left  frequently  during  the  night  and  day.  If  the  regiment  takes, 
in  the  first  instance,  cooked  provisions  for  a  few  days,  the  posts  may 
afterwards  be  supplied  by  the  trains  which  will  be  passing  daily.  Tents 
and  cooking  utensils  will,  perhaps,  be  needed  at  some  of  the  posts  or 
detachments. 

Send  to  this  place  all  the  spare  troops  from  Annapolis  as  fest  as  you 
may  find  means  of  transportation,  and  report  often. 
Very  respectfully, 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Executive  Department, 

Albany,  N.  Y.,  April  25, 1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  The  news  just  at  hand  of  the  arrival  in  Washington  of  the  Sixth, 
Twelfth,  and  Seventy-first  Regiments  has  awakened  emotions  hardly  to 
be  described.  Our  information  one  hour  before  was  of  the  most  painful 
character.  The  greatest  possible  efforts  are  being  made  to  furnish 
everything  needed  by  the  troops  sent,  and  none  will  follow  till  they  are 
properly  uniformed,  equipped,  and  provisioned.  All  the  troops  sent  via 
the  Potomac  had  thirty  days'  supply  of  provisions.  Open  the  way 
through  Baltimore,  cost  what  it  may.  I  write  earnestly,  but  feelingly. 
Faithfully,  yours, 

E.  D.  MORGAN. 


Washington,  April  25, 1861. 

Major-General  Patterson,  dkc.f  dbc.,  &c.  : 

Sir  :  We  have  fouud  it  difficult  to  communicate  with  Auuapolis,  from 
which  place  to  the  junction  the  railroad  has  been  broken  up  in  several 


Cbat.IX)  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION.  601 

places,  but  now  repaired,  lie  New  York  Seventh  Begiment  got  over 
it  yesterday,  and  is  here  to-day.  The  people  all  along  the  route  are 
quite  hostile,  and  the  road  is  in  danger  of  being  broken  up  everywhere 
and  at  any  moment. 

I  have  just  instructed  Brigadier-General  Butler  to  hold  the  command 
of  Annapolis,  and  to  string  one  of  the  regiments  along  the  railroad  from 
that  city  towards  Washington  for  its  protection.  Road  wagons  cannot 
be  hired  or  impressed  for  the  transportation  of  baggage  for  any  part  of 
the  route.  Instructions  have  been  given  for  making  camp  equipage  and 
accouterments  as  fast  as  possible  in  Boston,  New  York,  and  Phila- 
delphia.   We  ore  destitute  of  those  supplies  here,  but  have  arms. 

I  wish  no  troops  to  be  sent  hither  deficient  in  essential  equipments. 

Sherman's  battery,  and  a  company  of  foot  artillery  with  it,  are  needed 
here.  If  they  can  be  spared  from  Perryville  (and  I  think  they  may), 
send  them  to  me.  I  wish  Maj.  W.  W.  Morris  to  take  command  of  Fort 
McHenry.   Perhaps  he  can  only  reach  the  fort  by  water. 

Surgeon  Tripler,  from  Newport,  Ky.,  has  been  ordered  to  join  you. 

Assume  command  of  Maj.  F.  J.  Porter,  assistant  adjutant-general, 
sent  hence  to  Harrisburg  on  duty,  as  you  were  informed  at  the  time. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Office  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company, 

Philadelphia,  April  25, 1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War,  United  States : 

Dear  Sir  :  Matters  are  progressing  here  satisfactorily.  We  have 
ample  provisions  to  transport  ten  thousand  men  daily  from  here  to 
Annapolis,  and  I  would  recommend  that  no  more  be  sent  from  New 
York  or  the  East  via  the  ocean. 

Any  amount  of  provisions  can  be  placed  in  Annapolis  at  very  short 
notice  as  soon  as  you  direct  that  it  shall  be  done.  Having  taken  the 
responsibility  of  establishing  the  route  via  Annapolis,  and  placing  upon 
it  the  necessary  transports,  I  should  be  glad  if  you  would,  to  enable  me 
to  have  all  the  accounts  properly  presented  in  accordance  with  the  cus- 
toms of  your  Department,  send  to  my  agent,  R.  F.  Loper,  esq.,  a  com- 
mission to  act  as  United  States  transport  agent  between  Philadelphia 
and  Annapolis,  the  commission  to  date  from  April  18,  1861.  Captain 
Loper  acted  in  this  capacity  during  the  Mexican  war,  and  understands 
all  the  routine  that  the  Government  requires  in  such  service. 
The  Philadelphia  regiments  have  not  yet  gone  forward,  but  I  am  glad 


to  say  that  General  Patterson  is  using  his  best  exertions  to  have 
properly  equipped,  and  will  dispatch  them  as  speedily  as  he  can.  It 
seems  that  we  have  been  wofully  deficient  in  arms  and  ammunition  in 
this  city.   I  trust  the  difficulty  will  be  remedied  before  it  is  too  late  for 
our  city  troops  to  assist  in  the  defense  of  the  capital. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

J.  EDGAR  THOMSON. 


Washington,  April  26, 1861. 

[Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler  :] 

The  undersigned,  General-in-Chief  of  the  Army,  has  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States  the  following  instructions  respecting 
the  legislature  of  Maryland,  now  about  to  assemble  at  Annapolis,  viz : 
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It  is  "  left  to  the  commanding  general  to  watch  and  await  their  action, 
which,  if  it  shall  be  to  arm  their  people  against  the  United  States,  he  is 
to  adopt  the  most  prompt  and  efficient  means  to  counteract,  even  if  nec- 
essary to  the  bombardment  of  their  cities,  and  in  the  extremest  neces- 
sity suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.9 

In  the  absence  of  the  undersigned,  the  foregoing  instructions  are 
turned  over  to  Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  of  the  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 
or  other  officer  commanding  at  Annapolis,  who  will  carry  them  out  in  a 
right  spirit;  that  is,  with  moderation  and  firmness.  In  the  case  of  ar- 
rested individuals  notorious  for  their  hostility  to  the  United  States,  the 
prisoners  will  be  safely  kept  and  duly  cared  for,  but  not  surrendered 
except  on  the  order  of  the  commander  aforesaid. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

No.  4.  f  Washington,  April  26, 1861. 

L  From  the  known  assemblage  near  this  city  of  numerous  hostile 
bodies  of  troops  it  is  evident  that  an  attack  upon  it  may  be  expected  at 
any  moment  In  such  an  event,  to  meet  and  overwhelm  the  enemy, 
it  is  necessary  that  some  plan  of  harmonious  co-operation  should  be 
adopted  on  the  part  of  all  the  forces,  regular  and  volunteer,  present  for 
the  defense  of  the  capital — that  is,  for  the  defense  of  the  Government, 
the  peaceable  inhabitants  of  the  city,  their  property,  the  public  build- 
ings, and  public  archives. 

n.  At  the  first  moment  of  an  attack  every  regiment,  battalion,  squad- 
ron, and  independent  company  will  promptly  assemble  at  its  established 
rendezvous  (in  or  out  of  the  public  buildings),  ready  for  battle,  and  wait 
for  orders. 

m.  The  pickets  (or  advance-guards)  will  stand  fast  till  driven  in  by 
overwhelming  force;  bat  it  is  expected  that  those  stationed  to  defend 
bridges — having  every  advantage  of  position — will  not  give  way  till 
actually  pushed  by  the  bayonet.  Such  obstinacy  on  the  part  of  pickets 
so  stationed  is  absolutely  necessary  to  give  time  for  the  troops  in  the 
rear  to  reach  their  places  of  rendezvous. 

IV.  All  advance  guards  and  pickets  driven  in  will  fall  back  slowly 
and  delay  the  advance  of  the  enemy  as  much  as  possible  before  repair- 
ing to  their  proper  rendezvous. 

v.  OR  the  happening  of  an  attack  the  troops  lodged  in  the  public 
buildings  and  in  the  navy-yard  will  remain  for  their  defense,  respect- 
ively, unless  specially  ordered  elsewhere,  with  the  exceptions  that  the 
Seventh  New  York  Regiment  and  the  Massachusetts  regiment  will 
march  rapidly  towards  the  President's  square  for  its  defense,  and  the 
Bhode  Island  regiment  (in  the  Department  of  the  Interior)  will  make  a 
diversion  or  detachment  to  assist  in  the  defense  of  the  General  Post- 
Office  building,  if  it  be  necessary. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

Bv  command : 


The  following  assignment  was  informally  made  before  the  arrival  of 
any  volunteer  regiments  from  the  North.  The  officers  passed  the  night 
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at  their  posts  daring  the  time  of  greatest  danger.  Since  a  sufficient 
force  has  been  each  night  stationed  in  the  public  buildings,  it  is  believed 
the  officers  generally  hold  themselves  ready,  in  case  of  an  alarm,  to 
repair  at  once  to  their  posts  to  give  snch  advice  and  aid  as  they  can. 
Since  the  assignment  was  made  other  officers  have  ai rived,  and  some 
have  left  the  city,  which  should  perhaps  cause  a  new  arrangement  to  be 
made: 

The  staff  of  the  General-in  Chief,  General  Totten  and  Captain  Fry, 
to  repair  to  headquarters  on  an  alarm.  Gen.  L.  Thomas  to  command  in 
Georgetown.  Major  McDowell,  assisted  by  Capt  J.  N.  Macomb  and 
Lieutenant  Woodruff,  Topographical  Engineers,  assigned  to  Capitol 
Hill.  Captain  Meigs  is  now  here,  and  should  be  the  engineer  of  the 
Capitol  building.  Captain  Garesche  to  repair  to  the  General  Post- 
Office.  Capt.  W.  F.  Baynolds,  Topographical  Engineers,  to  the  Patent 
Office.  Captain  Shiras  to  Corcoran's  building,  corner  of  Fifteenth  and 
F  streets,  where  there  are  public  offices.  Colonel  Lamed  to  repair  to 
Winder's  building.  Major  Hunter,  paymaster,  to  the  President's  man- 
sion. Colonel  Stone  to  command  of  Executive  square,  assisted  by 
Captain  Wright,  as  engineer.  Capt  W.  R.  Palmer,  Topographical 
Engineers,  to  the  Coast  Survey.,  Capt,  A.  A.  Humphreys  to  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution.  Maj.  H.  Bache,  Department  of  State.  [ Great  seal] 
Captain  Franklin,  Topographical  Engineers,  Treasury  building,  and  in 
charge  of  a  depot  of  ammunition  placed  there  for  use  in  case  of  attack. 


Washington,  April  26, 1861. 

Lieut  Col.  A.  Porter,  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.  0.  : 

Sir  :  The  General-in-Chief  directs  that  you  proceed  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  take  charge  of  the  arrangements  for  conducting  to  this 
city  the  quota  of  troops  called  for  from  that  State  and-  other  troops  en 
route  hither.  You  will  give  particular  attention  to  keeping  open  the 
railroad  from  Harrisburg  to  Baltimore,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a 
free  communication  with  the  capital  of  the  United  States. 

In  pursuit  of  this  object  you  will  receive  from  his  excellency  the  gov- 
ernor such  aid  as  he  may  be  pleased  to  give ;  and,  having  accomplished 
it,  you  will  return  to' this  city  and  report 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General 


Washington,  April  27, 1861. 

To  whom  it  may  concern: 

Thomas  A.  Scott  has  been  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  railways 
and  telegraphs  between  Washington  City  and  Annapolis.   Parties  in 
charge  thereof  will  place  Mr.  Scott  in  possession,  and  in  future  conform 
to  his  instructions  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  their  management 
Yours,  respectfully, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  Wcit*. 


Washington,  April  27, 1861. 

J.  Edgar  Thomson,  Philadelphia,  Pa,  : 

Dear  Sir:  Yours  of  the  24th  [23d]  inst  is  here.  I  am  really  gratified 
to  hear  from  you  that  our  military  friends  in  Philadelphia  have  opened 
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their  eyes  to  the  existing  state  of  affairs  in  the  country.  We  have  been 
without  any  response,  except  request  for  small  matters  of  detail,  while 
all  my  orders  and  wishes  of  the  last  week  have  been  neglected.  Until 
the  day  before  yesterday  we  had  not  2,500  men  here  under  arms.  Now 
we  shall  have  enough  in  a  day  or  two. 

The  railway  from  Annapolis  to  this  place,  under  the  direction  of  Scott, 
will  be  open  by  Monday  for  the  whole  amount  of  business  of  which  it  is 
capable.  We  shall  want  very  few  more  troops  by  that  route,  but  pro- 
visions, clothing,  and  munitions  should  be  hurried  here  by  it. 

I  have  sent  an  engineer  to  reopen  the  Northern  Central,  and  have 
ordered  an  able  officer  of  this  Department  to  take  charge  of  the  troops 
that  may  assemble  at  Harrisburg,  and  bring  them  in  immediate  con- 
nection with  Baltimore,  to  be  concentrated  where  the  city  can  be  reached. 
We  must  occupy  it  without  delay.  I  will  never  consent,  if  the  whole 
power  of  this  Department  can  prevent  it,  that  a  rebel  force  shall  prevent 
the  passage  of  our  fellow -citizens  from  coming  here  unmolested.  The 
authorities  of  Baltimore  have  acted  with  bad  faith,  and  one  of  the  most 
painful  acts  I  have  witnessed  was  the  order  for  the  return  of  our  troops 
from  Cockeysville ;  but  that  is  past,  cind  now  we  will  amend  the  error. 

The  President  has  given  me  full  power  to  open  this  communication, 
and  I  will  do  it.  To-day  the  President  has  ordered  me  to  raise  twenty- 
five  regiments  of  regulars,  and  also  ordered  the  erection  of  a  manufac- 
tory for  arms  at  Rock  Island,  111.  This  shows  you  that  there  will  be  no 
lack  of  energy  here.  If  the  officers  now  in  command  will  not  act  with 
energy,  General  Scott  shall  be  authorized  to  find  others  that  will. 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Annapolis,  April  27, 1861. 

[General  Scott  :] 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  this  morning  your  letter  from  head 
quarters,  of  April  25,  detailing  me  to  the  command  of  this  city.  I  am 
deeply  sensible  of  the  honor  conferred,  and  will  endeavor  to  hold  tt.  I 
had  taken  the  liberty  to  make  dispositions  for  that  purpose  before  I  had 
the  honor  to  receive  your  order.  I  had  caused  Professor  Lockwood,  a 
very  competent  person,  fully  acquainted  with  the  locality,  to  make  a 
survey  of  its  environs.  From  that,  aided  by  my  own  observations,  I  find 
a  water  battery,  known  as  Fort  Madison,  without  casemates,  which  com- 
mands the  channel,  and  prepared  to  mount  twenty -one  guns,  but  none 
are  mounted.  Everything  is  ready  for  the  reception  of  its  armament, 
being  left  in  that  condition  by  the  Engineer  Department  last  season ; 
but  this  in  its  turn  is  entirely  commanded  by  a  height,  upon  which  there 
is  an  old  redoubt  known  by  the  soubriquet  of  Fort  Nonsense.  This  was 
built  during  the  year  1812,  and,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  has  never  been  oc- 
cupied since.  This  also  commauds  the  town  and  the  Naval  Academy, 
where  we  have  established  our  depots.  An  enemy  there  with  a  gun  or 
two  properly  used  would  render  our  position  eutirely  untenable.  I  have 
therefore  detailed  one  hundred  men  from  Colonel  Pinckney's  regiment, 
the  New  York  Sixth,  which  was  here  with  a  force  of  only  about  five  hun- 
dred, to  occupy  Fort  Nonsense,  and  also  a  company  of  fifty  men  from 
the  same  command  to  occupy  Fort  Madison  and  to  keep  up  the  commu- 
nication between  them,  the  distance  being  a  short  half  mile. 

During  the  past  night,  as  I  am  informed  by  the  very  accurate  report 
of  the  major  in  command,  the  troops  were  disturbed  by  signal-rockets 
being  thrown  up  along  the  line  of  the  interior  road  for  some  miles.  Im- 
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pressed  with  the  importance  of  the  point,  I  have  ordered  an  increased 
force  from  the  same  regiment,  so  that  the  detachment  is  now  two  hun- 
dred meo,  and  have  famished  them  with  signal-rockets,  so  that  in  case 
of  attack  we  can  immediately  re-enforce  them  from  the  academy.  I 
have  directed  Lieutenant  £uce,  acting  quartermaster  here,  to  organize 
a  flotilla  of  boats  so  that  we  can  send  re-enforcements  at  once. 

We  believe  that  we  have  entire  command  of  the  bay  through  the 
means  of  the  iron  steamers  Maryland,  mounting  four  32-poanders,  com- 
manded by  Captain  SteadmanJ  and  the  Philadelphia  ice-boat,  which 
had  been  put  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  free  of  expense,  by  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  commanded  by  Captain  Chisson  [t],  of  the  Navy, 
which  also  mounts  four  guns. 

My  attention  was  next  drawn  to  the  rear  of  the  town.  The  conforma- 
tion of  the  ground  there  is  peculiar,  as  will  be  seen  from  an  examination 
of  the  maps.  A  creek  runs  up  on  each  side  of  the  point  of  land  on  which 
the  town  and  the  academy  are  situated,  too  broad  and  too  deep  to  allow 
the  passage  of  any  considerable  force,  and  in  the  rear  of  the  town  they 
approach  each  other  within  the  space  of  less  than  two-thirds  of  a  mile. 
Nearly  in  the  center  of  this  space  runs  the  high  road,  and  a  little  to  the 
right  of  that  the  railway.  The  land  is  high,  and  presents  natural  means 
for  a  defense.  I  have  caused  Professor  Lock  wood  to  .mark  out  a  line  of 
intrenchment  there,  and  unless  I  am  directed  to  the  contrary,  I  shall 
proceed  to  throw  up  a  field  work  to  protect  the  rear  of  the  town.  I  have 
detailed  for  the  permanent  occupation  of  this  place  the  Third  Battalion 
of  Rifles,  of  Massachusetts,  Major  Devens,  246  men;  the  Sixth  New 
York  Regiment,  Colonel  Pinckney,  500  men ;  the  Boston  Light  Battery, 
six  pieces,  Major  Cook,  100  men;  and  I  propose  to  add  to  them  the 
Thirteenth  New  York  Regiment,  Colonel  Smith,  about  600  men ;  making 
in  all  1,300  men.  I  believe  that  I  have  thus  stated  the  effective  strength, 
and  with  this,  unless  better  instructed  when  my  intrenchments  are  com- 
plete, I  think  1  shall  be  able  to  hold  the  city,  especially  as  I  shall  be 
aided  from  time  to  time  by  troops  arriving  and  necessarily  delaying 
here.-  There  is  a  distance  of  about  a  mile  between  the  present  railway 
depot  and  the  wharf  at  the  Naval  Academy  at  the  deepest  water.  I 
have  caused  Lieutenant  Ilopkins,  assistant  professor  of  engineering, 
and  well  experienced  in  .the  matter  of  railroads,  to  make  a  survey  for  a 
line  of  railroad,  and  And  it  an  easy  and  practicable  route  from  the  depot 
to  the  wharf.  I  have  also  sent  to  Philadelphia  for  rails,  cars,  and  work- 
men, with  which  to  build  the  roads  between  Annapolis  and  the  Junction, 
and  I  doubt  not.  if  my  acts  are  approved  at  headquarters,  to  be  able  to 
make  a  railroad:  communication  without  other  carriage  between  tide- 
water at  Annapolis  and  the  capital  within  five  days. 

Acting  according  to  your  letters  of  instruction,  I  have  sent  forward 
the  Sixty-ninth  Regiment  of  New  York,  Colonel  Corcoran,  with  direc- 
tions to  occupy  the  railroad  from  a  point  near  the  depot  in  Annapolis  to 
the  Junction  in  the  manner  following :  Three' men  are  stationed  together, 
each  picket  within  sight  of  the  other,  and  once  in  about  a  mile  a  squad 
of  ten  men,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  ground  and  the  proximity  of 
bridges,  culverts,  and  other  valuable  points,  on  which  the  pickets  may 
rely.  It  is  believed  that  this  regiment,  being  about  1,100  strong,  will  be 
able  to  protect  the  road  and  the  telegraph  lines  from  further  depredations. 

In  order  to  the  operation  of  the  telegraph,  as  there  is  no  operator  here 
who  can  be  trusted.  I  have  caused  my  command  to  be  examined,  and  I 
believe  I  shall  be  able  to  find  therein  a  competent  operator  as  soon  as 
the  wires  are  put  in  order.  I  have  also  detailed  Lieutenant  Billings  and 
a  squad  of  twenty-five  men  to  be  stationed  at  a  place  called  Patapsco 
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Ford,  where  I  am  informed  the  foes  of  law  and  order  are  making  some 
small  head.  I  believe  these  dispositions  will  prevent  farther  annoyance 
to  the  railroad,  and  I  have  received  from  Philadelphia  a  corps  of  com- 
petent track  repairers,  who  are  now  putting  a  destroyed  bridge  in  order, 
so  that  I  trust  hereafter  our  communications  will  not  be  obstructed,  and 
the  regular  trains  will  pass  over  the  road.  Acting  under  what  I  believed 
were  the  instructions  from  headquarters,  I  have  pushed  forward  all  the 
troops  possible  with  more  celerity  than.I  otherwise  would  have  dictated 
to  Washington.  I  expect  the  arrival  to-morrow  or  during  the  night  of 
upwards  of  three  thousand  New  Jersey  troops,  some  two  thousand  from 
New  York  and  about  a  thousand  from  Pennsylvania.  These  are  all  of 
which  I  have  authentic  intelligence.  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inclose 
herewith  a  list  of  the  troops  which  have  arrived  and  departed. 

I  have  received  what  I  believe  to  be  authentic  intelligence  from  the 
information  of  Mr.  [Purnell],  of  Baltimore,  who  had  the  honor  to  receive 
the  nomination  of  postmaster  of  that  city,  and  who  is  comptroller  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  and  whom  I  believe  to  be  a  loyal  and  true  man.  He 
states,  in  a  personal  conversation  with  me,  that  he  has  positive  informa- 
tion that  scaling  ladders  are  being  prepared,  and  that  a  force  is  being 
organized  for  the  purpose  of  throwing  up  batteries  on  the  heights,  with 
the  intention  of  making  an  assault  upon  Fort  Mc Henry.  This  informa- 
tion, if  true,  as  I  believe  it  to  be,  is  important 

The  steam  gunboat  of  three  guns  Monticello  has  just  reported  to  me, 
and  I  shall  be  able  to  send  up  re-enforcements  or  supplies.  A  list  of  the 
stores  on  board  that  vessel  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose. 

Unless  otherwise  directed  I  shall  continue  to  forward  supplies  with 
what  celerity  I  may,  and  troops  more  slowly  and  with  more  comfort  to 
themselves. 

Since  I  commenced  writing  this  dispatch  I  have  received  notice  from 
the  roadmaster  that  the  track  is  in  good  running  order,  bat  we  are  defi- 
cient in  engines  and  cars,  which  I  hope  to  receive  from  Philadelphia  to- 
morrow. 

I  had  the  honor  also  to  receive  the  order*  as  to  the  coarse  to  be,  pur 
sued  in  the  case  of  the  secession  of  Maryland.   I  will  endeavor  to  carry 
out  the  orders  with  firmness  and  moderation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,   

B.  F.  BUTLER. 


Office  Pennsylvania  Bailboad  Company, 

Philadelphia,  April  27, 1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War: 

Yours  of  the  24th  is  received^  Mr.  Scott  left  Harrisburg  on  the  25th 

to  go  to  Washington,  and  I  presume  is  with  you  now,  unless  he  has  fallen 

by  the  way.   I  congratulate  you  upon  having  secured  the  safety  of  the 

capital,  and  trust  that  you  will  as  soon  as  possible  reduce  Baltimore  to  her 

allegiance.   This  will  not  be  a  difficult  matter  when  they  know  that  you 

are  strong.   The  Union  men  of  that  place  should  be  courted,  and  made 

to  lead  in  the  restoration  of  the  city  to  law  and  order. 

•  •••••• 

This  war  can  be  brought  to  a  close  in  ninety  days,  if  pushed  with  the 
vigor  that  the  people  now  seem  disposed  to  sustain  it. 
In  haste,  yours,  very  truly, 

J.  EDGAR  THOMSON. 


•  Zee  General  Scott's  order  of  April  86,  1861,  p.  601. 

t  Not  found. 
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|       War  Dkp't,  Adjt.  Gen.'s  Office, 


No.  12.  f  Washington,  April  27,  1861. 

1.  The  Military  Department  of  Washington  will  include  the  District 
of  Columbia,  according  to  its  original  boundary,  Fort  Washington  and 
the  country  adjacent,  and  the  State  of  Maryland  as  far  as  Bladensburg, 
inclusive.  Col.  J.  K.  F.  Mansfield,  inspector-geueral,  is  assigned  to  the 
command,  headquarters  Washington  City. 

2.  A  new  military  department,  to  be  called  the  Department  of  Annap- 
olis, headquarters  at  that  city,  will  include  the  country  for  twenty  miles 
on  each  side  of  the  railroad  from  Annapolis  to  the  city  of  Washington, 
as  far  as  Bladensburg,  Md.  Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  is  assigned  to  the  command. 

3.  A  third  department,  called  the  Department  of  Pennsylvania,  will 
include  that  State,  the  State  of  Delaware,  and  all  of  Maryland  not  em- 
braced in  the  foregoing  departments.  Major-General  Patterson  to  com- 
mand^ headquarters  at  Philadelphia,  or  any  other  point  he  may  tem- 
porarily occupy. 

4.  Bvt.  Col.  C.  F.  Smith,  having  been  relieved  by  Colonel  Mans- 
field, will  repair  to  Fort  Columbus,  N.  Y.,  and  assume  the  duties  of 
superintendent  of  the  recruiting  service :  to  which  he  was  assigned  in 
Special  Orders,  No.  80,  of  March  15.  M.ajor  Heintzelman,  on  being  re- 
lieved at  Fort  Columbus,  will  repair  to  this  city,  and  report  for  duty  to 
the  department  commander. 

5.  Fort  Adams,  Rhode  Island,  is  hereby  placed  temporarily  under  the 
control  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  the  purposes  of  the  Naval 
Academy  now  at  Annapolis,  Md. 

The  necessary  transfer  of  property  will  be  made  by  the  departments 
interested. 
By  order: 

L.  THOMAS, 

AdjutantiGeTiercil. 


Washington,  April  28,  1861. 

Major-General  PATTER80N,  dr.,  <&€.,  &C. : 

Sir  :  I  hope  in  a  few  days  to  have  the  railroad  communication  be- 
tween Washington  and  Annapolis  well  re-established  and  guarded,  and 
in  about  the  same  time  troops  enough  here  to  give  reasonable  security 
to  the  capital— that  is,  to  the  Government,  the  public  buildings,  and 
archives — with  a  surplus  of  troops  for  offensive  operations.  The  next 
step  will  be  by  force  to  occupy  Baltimore  and  reopen  regular  communi- 
cations between  Washington  and  Philadelphia  by  rail  and  wires.  The 
plan  that  has  occurred  to  me  is,  1st,  to  advance  a  column  from  this  place 
via  the  Belay  House  to  the  Washington  depot ;  2d,  another  column  by 
the  road  from  York ;  3d,  the  same  from  Havre  de  Grace,  if  destruction 
of  bridges  be  not  an  insuperable  obstacle ;  and,  4th,  to  move  the  princi- 
pal force  by  water  from  Annapolis,  and  to  make  the  four  attacks  simul- 
taneously. 

I  wish  you  to  consider  and  methodize  the  second  and  third  attacks, 
and  give  me  your  views  in  advance  on  the  whole  subject. 

Nothing  shall  prevent  the  occupation  of  Baltimore  by  a  competent 
force  but  the  voluntary  reopening  of  free  communications  by  rail  and 
wires  through  Baltimore  and  Maryland  before  our  preparations  are 

ready.   

WIN  FIELD  SCOTT. 
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General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dep't  op  Washington, 

No.  9.  J  Washington,  2>.  C,  April  28,  1861. 

Agreeably  to  Special  Orders,  No.  12,  of  the  War  Department,  assign- 
ing me  to  the  command  of  the  Military  Department  of  Washington,  I 
hereby  assume  command  of  that  department,  and  all  reports  and  com- 
munications pertainiug  to  my  immediate  command  will  be  made  to  these 
headquarters. 

JOS.  K.  F.  MANSFIELD, 
Colonel,  U.  8.  Army,  Commanding. 


Washington,  April  29, 18C1. 

Brigadier-General  Butler,  &c,  <£<?.,  &c. : 

Sir  :  I  was  happy  to  receive  Colonel  Butler  last  night,  the  bearer  of 
your  dispatches.  The  latter  I  have  read  with  interest  and  a  hearty  ap- 
proval. 

I  send  herewith  a  copy  of  my  letter  of  this  date  to  Major-General 
Patterson.  [Following.] 

If  Fort  McHenry  l>e  not  re-enforced,  please  send  thither  by  some  armed 
steamer  from  250  to  500  men,  with  subsistence  for  at  least  sixty  days. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  have  your  views  on  my  proposed  movement  upon 
Baltimore,  particularly  on  the  part  to  be  fitted  out  from  Annapolis,  and 
which  you  will  probably  bo  required  to  command. 

Though  you  command  a  separate  department  and  Major-General  Pat- 
terson another,  a  free  correspondence  between  you  may  be  of  mutual  ad- 
vantage. 9 

I  am  sorry  that  the  fleet  of  transports  and  provision  ships  sent  from 
New  York  did  not  ascend  the  Potomac.  Major  Sibley,  principal  of  the 
quartermaster's  department  here,  wishes  some  of  those  vessels  with 
troops  and  supplies  to  be  sent  around  to  him,  and  has  written  accord- 
ingly. This  river  is  yet  unobstructed  by  hostile  batteries  afloat  or 
ashore,  and  is  likely  to  remain  so. 

A  strong  war  vessel,  to  support  Fort  McHenry  in  case  of  an  attack,  is 
of  great  importance.   If  there  be  one  not  essential  as  a  convoy  to  trans- 

6>rts  between  Annapolis  and  the  Susquehauua,  send  her  to  Fort  Mc- 
enry. 

If  the  cars  promised  from  New  York  arrive,  those  you  have  ordered 
from  Philadelphia  may  be  unnecessary. 

Having  great  confidence  in  your  zeal,  intelligence,  and  discretion,  I  re- 
main, yours,  truly, 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Washington,  April  29, 1861. 

Major-Gcneral  PATTERSON,  Commanding,  &o. : 

Sir  :  I  wrote  you  by  Major  Porter  on  the  27th  and  also  sent  by  him 
certain  verbal  messages.  In  that  letter*  I  gave  you  the  outline  of  my 
plan  for  taking  and  strongly  occupying  Baltimore,  and  I  asked  for  your 
views  on  the  subject  At  present  I  suppose  a  column  from  this  place  of 
3,000  men:  another  from  York  of  3,000 j  a  third  from  Perryville  or 
Elkton  by  laud  or  water,  or  both,  of 3,000,  and  a  fourth  from  Annapolis  by 

•  Not  found ;  reference  probably  to  letter  of  28th,  p.  607. 
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water  of  3,000  might  suffice.  But  it  may  be,  and  mauy  persons  think 
it  probable,  that  Baltimore,  before  we  can  get  ready,  will  reopen  the 
communication  through  that  city  and  beyond  each  way  for  troops,  army 
supplies,  and  travelers  voluntarily. 

Wheu  can  we  be  ready  for  the  movement  upon  Baltimore  on  this  side! 
Colonel  Mansfield  has  satisfied  me  that  we  want  at  least  10,000  addi- 
tional troops  here  to  give  security  to  this  capital,  and  as  yet  we  have 
less  than  10,000,  including  some  very  indifferent  militia  of  the  District, 
&c.   With  that  addition  we  will  be  able,  I  think,  to  make  the  detach  - 

The  Secretary  of  War  tells  me  that  he  has  sent  a  party,  not  military, 
to  repair  the  bridge  aud  relay  the  Maryland  part  of  the  Harrisburg  and 
Baltimore  Railroad  to  a  point  near  the  city.  This  1  am  sure  cannot  be 
done  without  the  protection  of  a  military  force.  I  wish  you  to  look  to 
this. 

I  am  not  sure  that  either  you  or  Brigadier- General  Butler  has  re-en- 
forced Fort  McHenry.  I  suppose  250  or  300  men  to  be  wanted,  if  it  be 
not  already  re-enforced.  If  with  you,  send  Maj.  W.  W.  Morris  there  to 
command.  I  shall  ask  General  Butler  to  send  up  the  men  that  may  be 
yet  needed. 

I  desire  Major  Porter,  assistant  adjutant-general,  to  obtain  from  yon 
or  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania  the  means  of  breaking  two  bridges  on 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  somewhere  below  Frederick,  but  pause 
a  few  days  for  further  instructions,  as  we  may  want  to  use  that  road  in 
taking  possession  of  Harper's  Ferry. 

We  are  in  great  want  of  camp  equipage  and  accouterments  at  Annap- 
olis, I  believe,  and  certainly  here,  and  we  have  occupied  all  the  shelter 
for  t mops  to  be  found  here.  Therefore  please  send  no  more  troops  this 
way  without  camp  equipage. 

The  Cabinet  have  under  consideration  a  plan  for  volunteers  of  long 
period  of  service.  Please, therefore,  to  withdraw  your  request  addressed 
to  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania  to  increase  his  quota  of  three  months' 
men. 

Tell  me  what  you  can  do,  and  when,  towards  seizing  and  occupying 
Baltimore. 

The  quartermaster  in  Philadelphia  has  two  hundred  wagons,  and 
thinks  he  can  obtain  as  many  more  in  ten  or  fifteen  days.  Four  loco- 
motives and  ten  passenger  cars  have  been  ordered  from  New  York  for 
service  on  this -side  of  Annapolis. 

With  respect,  yours,  very  truly, 

WENFIELD  SCOTT. 

P.  S. — Occupy  Havre  de  Grace  at  your  discretion. 

WINFIBLD  SCOTT. 

(Copy  to  General  Butler.) 


P.,  W.  and  B.  R.  R.  Co., 

Philadelphia,  April  29, 1861. 

Major-General  Patterson: 

Dear  Sir:  In  order  that  the  line  from  here  to  Washington  should 
work  with  the  greatest  efficiency,  it  is  desirable  that  it  should  be  under 
one  head,  that  there  may  be  no  clashing  of  orders.  Should  the  Govern- 
ment think  it  advisable  that  it  should  be  so  organized,  I  am  ready  to 

39  r  R — vol  n 
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organize  and  work  it  I  refer  the  matter  to  you  to  do  with  as  you  think 
best 

Yours,  truly, 

S.  M.  FELTON. 

[Indowemento.] 

Hdqbs.  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

Philadelphia,  April  30,  1801. 
I  have  no  control  over  the  road  beyond  Havre  de  Grace.  The  An- 
napolis road  is,  I  understand,  managed  by  an  able  and  efficient  engineer, 
placed  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War.  The  ability  to  manage  the 
two  roads  of  the  writer  is  undoubted,  but  the  propriety  of  placing  them 
both  under  him  at  this  point  distant  from  Washington  is  doubted. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Army. 

^     R^  PACTERSON^ 

War  Department,  May  4, 1861. 

The  Secretary  of  War  deems  it  advisable  to  retain  the  management 
ef  Government  lines  at  Washington.  Would  be  glad  to  have  Mr.  Fel- 
ton  assume  the  management  of  his  own  road  to  PerryviUe,  and  control 
boats  for  passengers  and  mail  service  to  and  from  Annapolis  while  the 
present  route  is  used  for  that  service. 

SIMON  CAMERON. 


Sixty-ninth  Reo>t  New  York  State  Militia, 

Annapolis  Junction,  Md.,  April  29, 1861. 

Lieutenant-General  Scott,  Commanding  Army,  <&c.  i 

Not  having  received  any  positive  instructions  through  the  brigade 
orders  of  General  Butler,  when  leaving  Annapolis,  I  beg  leave  to  report 
to  headquarters : 

I  have  performed  the  required  duty  so  far,  and  am  now  in  complete 
possession  of  the  entire  line  of  railroad  from  the  point  nearest  Annapo- 
lis to  Paint  Branch  Bridge,  with  my  headquarters  at  this  point  which 
I  reached  last  evening  at  5.30  o'clock.  During  my  march  here  I  found 
a  small  detachment  of  the  Fifth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Mi- 
litia at  Patuxent  Forge,  three  miles  from  here,  and  the  officer  in  com- 
mand, who  announced  himself  as  First  Lieut  K.  Stark,  with  twenty- 
seven  rank  and  file,  who  said  he  was  ordered  to  report  to  me  for  duty 
and  orders  on  my  arrival.  I  then  commanded  him  to  maintain  the  po- 
sition he  had,  describing  the  duty  as  it  was  detailed  to  me  by  General 
Butler,  and  told  him  that  when  I  reached  my  assigned  headquarters  I 
should  send  out  a  force  to  relieve  his  and  take  him  to  this  place. 

At  10.30  o'clock  I  took  five  of  my  engineer  corps  and  proceeded  by 
a  hand  car  to  make  a  tour  of  inspection  of  the  road,  and  to  visit  the 
sentinels  all  along  the  worst  considered  portion  of  the  road.  On  my 
arrival  at  the  detachment  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Dufty,  of  my  com- 
mand, and  consisting  of  eighteen  rank  and  file,  and  some  distance  nearer 
to  headquarters  than  Lieutenant  Stark's,  I  was  surprised  to  learn  that 
he  had  passed  that  point,  stating  that  his  orders  were  not  to  remain  on 
guard  of  the  road  after  night  I  inquired  the  direction  he  had  taken, 
and  had  no  difficulty  in  finding  the  desired  information,  as  he  told  sev- 
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eral  on  the  road  he  was  going  to  rest  with  his  men  at  a  given  point  I 
followed  up,  and  found  them  at  a  farmer's  house  at  least  one  mile  from 
the  railroad,  and  found  them  even  there  without  guard  or  order  or  any 
military  precaution  to  prevent  surprise  and  capture. 

Under  the  circumstances  I  ordered  him  to  proceed  to  my  headquar- 
ters, where,  on  his  arrival,  I  placed  him  under  arrest,  and  his  command 
to  do  duty  in  connection  with  my  own,  until  I  received  further  orders. 
I  would  have  ordered  them  back  to  their  posts  and  placed  them  under 
the  command  of  some  of  my  own  officers,  but  not  knowing  what  might 
be  the  probable  conduct  of  the  men  under  such  circumstances,  I  adopted 
the  one  which  suggested  itself  to  me  as  the  safest ;  but  I  must  say,  from 
my  inspection  of  them  on  this  morning  and  the  conversation  I  had  with 
them  in  relation  to  the  affair,  that  they  are  a  reliable  body  of  men,  and 
had  no  participation  in  the  affair,  except  of  obedience  to  orders  of  a 
superior. 

I  beg  leave  to  transmit  a  report  of  the  strength  of  my  command  as 
reported  to  me  on  board  the  steamship  from  New  York  to  Annapolis, 
and  also  a  report  of  my  strength  at  this  point*  My  entire  command  is 
in  a  healthy  condition. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

MICHAEL  CORCORAN,  Colonel 


General  Orders,  i         Hdqrs.  Dep>t  op  Pennsylvania, 

No.  23.  (  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  April  29, 1861. 

I.  By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  original  Military  Department 
of  Washington  has  been  broken  up,  and  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Delaware  and  that  portion  of  Maryland  east  of  Bladensburg,  exclusive 
of  the  country  twelve  miles  on  each  side  of  the  railroad  from  Annapo- 
lis to  the  city  of  Washington,  formed  into  a  new  military  department, 
called  the  Department  of  Pennsylvania,  under  command  of  Major-Gen- 

eral  Robert  Patterson,  headquarters  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

•  •••••• 

By  order  of  Major-General  Patterson : 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Washington,  April  30, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,       <&>.,  dbc.  i 

Sir  :  In  a  telegram  from  vour  staff  officer,  Major  Hamilton,  it  is  said 
that  no  more  troops  would  be  sent  from  Annapolis  to  Washington  for 
the  present  I  have  suggested  that  1  wished  the  regiments  sent  here 
should  be  provided  with  equipments,  particularly  with  camp  equipage — 
tents,  camp-kettles,  mess-pans,  &c.  But  we  want  at  least  eight  addi- 
tional regiments  to  give  security  to  the  capital,  besides  a  surplus  for 
the  expedition  against  Baltimore.  This  surplus,  with  camp  equipage, 
might  be  halted  near  the  Junction,  at  the  Laurel  factory,  with  a  guard 
at  the  Junction.  There  is,  however,  some  hope  that  that  expedition 
may  not  be  needed  to  open  hence  the  direct  railroad  communication, 
through  Baltimore,  with  the  North,  as  Maryland  may  do  that  volun- 
tarily for  us. 

With  high  respect,  yours,  truly, 

[WINFIELD  SCOTT.] 
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Headquarters,  April  30, 1861. 

Col.  J.  Dimiok,  U.  8.  A., 

Commanding  Fort  Monroe,  Old  Point  Comfort,  Fa. : 

Colonel  :  Your  letter  of  the  28th  instant*  was  received  this  morn- 
ing, and  Colonel  Keyes*  notes  of  the  22d*  are  also  before  the  Qeneral, 
who  directs  me  to  give  yon  a  statement  of  the  measures  known  to  have 
been  taken  to  strengthen  your  command.  Ex-Governor  Bout  well,  of 
Massachusetts,  states  that  the  steamer  Cambridge  will  sail  this  day 
from  Boston  with  about  350  volunteers,  to  complete  one  of  the  regiments 
now  at  Fort  Monroe.  The  same  vessel  will  take  one  month's  rations 
for  4,000  men,  and  camp  equipage  for  the  Massachusetts  troops.  It  is 
known  that  you  have  already  a  large  amount  of  army  subsistence  stores 
now  on  hand ;  the  General  therefore  desires  that  you  continue  the  char- 
ter of  the  Cambridge,  or  make  a  new  one,  so  as  to  send  her  here  with 
such  of  the  Massachusetts  supplies  and  camp  equipage  as  are  not  neces- 
sary at  Fort  Monroe,  that  the  Massachusetts  troops  here  may  have  the 
advantage  of  them. 

Tour  several  requisitions  have  been  acted  on  as  soon  as  received,  and 
the  supplies  have  been  ordered,  and  in  some  cases  increased.  Four- 
teen 10-inch  columbiad  barbette  carriages  have  been  ordered  to  be  sent 
forthwith  from  Watertown  Arsenal  ;.  and,  if  possible,  twelve  8-inch  co 
lumbiad  barbette  and  twenty-eight  42-pounder  barbette  carriages  will 
be  sent  from  Washington  Arsenal  to-day.  Captain  Dyer  reports  that 
he  will  soon  have  ready  several  8-inch  iron  gun-carriages,  which  of 
course  are  at  your  disposal.  If  powder  and  cartridges  have  not  al- 
ready been  ordered  from  New  York,  they  will  be  furnished  as  soon  as 
possible.  There  is  no  ordnance  officer  who  can  be  ordered  to  report  to 
you. 

.The  Secretary  of  War  has  been  urged  to  procure  from  the  Navy  De- 
partment an  armed  steamer,  to  insure  your  supply  of  water  and  to 
guard  the  approaches  from  Hampton. 

The  Quartermaster-General  ordered  camp  equipage,  bed-sacks,  spades, 
axes,  &c,  the  19th  April,  from  Philadelphia. 

The  Engineer  Department  ordered  from  New  York,  by  steamer,  the 
24th  instant,  all  the  supplies  required  by  Colonel  De  Russy,  with  addi- 
tions, including  a  large  number  of  sand  bags.  There  should  now.be 
three  Engineer  officers,  at  Fort  Monroe,  who  can  certainly  secure  the 
magazine  and  other  works  against  any  such  batteries  as  you  apprehend 
may  be  erected. 

The  General-in-Chief  directs  me  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that  he  be- 
lieves all  the  supplies  you  have  required  are  either  now  at  Fort  Monroe 
or  will  very  soon  be  landed  there ;  and  he  is  satisfied  that  with  the 
force — soon  to  be  increased  from  Boston — and  means  at  your  command, 
Fort  Monroe  is  by  far  the  most  secure  post  now  in  possession  of  the 
United  States  against  any  attack  that  can  possibly  be  made  upon  it, 
independent  of  the  war  vessels,  the  Cumberland  and  the  Niagara,  at 
hand  and  approaching  yOu. 
I  am,  &c, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND,  A.  A.  0. 

P.  S. — The  General  says,  beg  the  commander  of  the  naval  forces  to 
do  his  best  to  prevent  the  erection  of  batteries  within  reach  of  Fort 

Respectfully, 

E.  D.  T. 


•Not  found. 
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Commonwealth  op  Massachusetts,  Executive  Dep^t, 

Council  Chamber,  Boston,  April  30,  1861. 

Brigadier-General  Butler: 

General  :  The  propeller  Cambridge,  Capt  S.  H.  Matthews,  owned 
and  fitted  jointly  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts  and  the  underwriters 
of  Boston,  is  loading  as  a  transport  for  the  purpose  of  taking  out  sup- 

Slies  for  the  Massachusetts  troops  (of  which  a  memorandum  will  be 
ere  to  appended),  provided  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  and  intended  to 
be  charged  to  the  General  Government,  which  charge  will  be  allowed  or 
not,  as  the  General  Government  may  decide. 

You  will  note  that  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  rations  we  have  added 
a  few  articles  which  may  be  necessary  for  the  comfort  of  the  troops,  for 
officers'  use,  or  for  hospital  purposes.  The  largest  item  among  these  is 
preserved  meats  in  tin,  which  ought  to  be  carefully  used  as  a  reserve. 
They  will  keep  for  years,  are  already  cooked,  and  being  the  most  con- 
centrated form  of  carrying  food,  may  be  useful  for  camp  service.  I  learn 
this  morning  that  Colonel  Jones'  Sixth  Massachusetts  Regiment  is  in 
great  need  of  these  at  Washington  and  the  vegetables  now  put  on  board. 
We  have  added  a  small  quantity  of  pipes  and  tobacco. 

The  ship  will  probably  have  fifty  to  eighty  men  to  fill  up  Colonel  Pack- 
ard's regiment  at  Fort  Monroe,  and  a  small  quantity  of  supplies  for  our 
troops  there.  After  landing  there  she  is  ordered  to  proceed  to  Annap- 
olis, and  there  land  her  stores  and  the  company  sent  to  guard  them, 
subject  to  your  orders,  and  immediately  to  return  here.  She  can  bring 
any  sick  or  discharged:  soldiers.  Should  any  change  of  circumstances 
arise,  Captain  Matthews  will  be  directed  to  use  his  discretion,  and  to 
give  weight  to  any  recommendation  from  you.  It  is  possible  that  there 
may  be  a  prospect  of  opening  the  Potomac  route  for  transporting  stores 
and  troops.  Upon  hearing  from  you  to  that  effect  at  Fort  Monroe, 
Captain  Matthews  will  either  await  further  advice  there  or  land  his  stores 
and  men  there,  subject  to  your  orders. 

It  is  desirable  to  have  him  back  early,  as  we  have  more  troops  getting 
ready,  and  wish,  if  possible,  to  send  them  by  water.  In  about  five  days 
we  shall  probably  dispatch  a  small  iron  propeller,  well  armed,  with  fur- 
ther stores,  with  the  contributions  that  are  pouring  in  for  the  men  of 
clothing  and  other  things. 

The  Cambridge  has  two  8  inch  guns  forward  on  main  deck  and  two 
light  guns  for  her  hurricane  deck :  has  a  full  crew,  including  thirteen 
marines,  with  a  good  supply  of  small-arms,  and  can  take  care  of  herself 
against  any  pirates  on  her  way  back.  She  will  have  coal  enough  on 
board  to  get  her  back  here.  She  ought  to  reach  Fort  Monroe  some  time 
Friday,  if  she  gets  off  to-morrow:  the  doubt  being  as  to  delay  in  getting 
her  big  guns  from  the  navy-yard.  She  will  be  considered  in  the  trans- 
port service  until  she  reaches  Boston  on  her  return. 

When  sending  Colonel  War  drop's  regiment  by  the  propeller  Spauld- 
ing  we  put  on  board  an  invoice  of  provisions,  estimated  sufficient  for 
eight  hundred  men  for  thirty  days,  with  orders  to  use  as  a  reserve. 
If  the  United  States  supply  the  troops  at  the  fort  or  your  troops  with 
rations,  it  will  only  be  necessary  to  have  these  reserve  stores  taken  care 
of.  They  have  been  carefully  bought,  and  will  be  worth  just  about  what 
they  cost. 

The  Cambridge  has  a  quantity  of  private  baggage  and  contributions 
for  the  troops  at  Fort  Monroe,  and  probably  some  of  your  troops,  in 
charge  of  a  special  agent.  From  present  appearances  there  will  be  much 
more.  It  is  our  present  plan  to  keep  two  armed  propellers  (Cambridge, 
of  eight  hundred  and  sixty,  and  the  Pembroke,  of  two  hundred  and  sixty 
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tons)  running  between  here  and  the  Chesapeake.  It  would  be  great 
economy  if  you  could  get  the  General  Government  to  form  a  depot  of 
coal  at  Fort  Monroe  for  transports  to  buy  there  at  cost 

Since  ordering  the  above  we  hear  that  the  Potomac  is  open  and  also 
that  our  troops  at  Washington  are  suffering  for  certain  supplies.  In 
view  of  the  difficulty  of  getting  stores  across  from  Annapolis,  we  have 
decided,  unless  we  get  other  information  before  she  sails,  to  give  the 
captain  sealed  orders  to  go  directly  up  the  Potomac  after  landing  at 
Fort  Monroe,  with  or  without  convoy  of  a  war  ship,  unless  she  gets  at 
Fort  Monroe  or  on  the  way  up  other  orders  from  General  Scott,  whom 
we  inform  of  her  movements. 

Should  you  have  reason  to  suppose  that -there  is  very  great  hazard  in 
going  up  the  Potomac,  or  have  any  information  bearing  on  the  subject 
that  requires  action,  please  call  General  Soottfs  attention  to  the  subject. 
You  may  also  be  able  to  send  down  to  Fort  Monroe  by  return  transport 
any  important  information  which  would  justify  Captain  Matthews  to 
await  at  Fort  Monroe  or  at  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac  further  orders 
from  General  Scott. 

Please  note  that  we  intend  to  clear  her  for  Annapolis  here,  in  order 
to  avoid  publishing  through  the  telegraph  that  we  are  sending  Massa- 
chusetts troops  up  the  Potomac.  The  Pembroke,  being  of  iron  and  more 
vulnerable  than  this  ship,  will  be  less  suitable  to  go  up  the  Potomac, 
where  she  might  be  exposed  to  a  land  battery. 

The  Cambridge  ought  to  reach  Fort  Monroe  between  Friday  at  sun- 
down and  Saturday  morning. 
Yours,  faithfully, 

JOHN  A.  ANDREW, 

Governor. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Washington. 

April  30, 1861. 

Maj.  Irvin  McDowell,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Dispatch  immediately  two  companies  of  Pennsylvania  volunteers  to 
the  navy-yard,  with  instructions  they  be  sent  forthwith  in  a  steamer  to 
re-enforce  Fort  Washington.  Let  them  take  their  to-day's  provisions  in 
their  haversacks. 

J.  K.  F.  MANSFIELD, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Washington,  May  1, 1861. 
Major-General  Patterson,  U.  S.  A.,  Commanding,  &c. : 

Sir  :  I  am  glad  to  learn  that  Brigadier-General  Butler  has  re-enforced 
Fort  McHenry,  and  hope  that  Maj.  W.  W.  Morris  may  be  soon  sent 
there  to  command. 

We  still  need  eight  or  nine  additional  regiments  of  volunteers  to  give 
to  this  capital  a  reasonable  security  against  a  threatened  attack.  All 
the  troops  which  have  arrived  here  have  been  and  are,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Seventh  New  York  Regiment,  without  camp  equipage,  and 
several  regiments  without  accouterments. 

In  those  essentials,  we  are  here,  and  everywhere  else,  most  deficient, 
although  I  gave  orders  to  the  Quartermaster- General  five  weeks  ago  on 
the  subject  of  camp  equipage,  and  to  the 'Ordnance  Department  at  the 
same  time  on  the  subject  of  the  accouterments,  and  each  order  has  been 
often  repeated  since. 
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But  even  with  the  same  deficiencies,  we  most  have  here  the  additional 
regiments,  some  of  which,  it  is  supposed,  may  be  spared  from  those 
already  at  Annapolis.  To  save  time  in  writing,  I  put  .this  letter  (open) 
under  cover  to  Brigadier-General  Butler,  to  be  read  and  forwarded. 

The  governor  of  Maryland  writes  that  it  is  reported  a  new  regiment 
from  New  York,  called  the  Zouaves,  threatens  to  force  its  way  to  Wash- 
ington through  Baltimore.  This  is  not  fully  credited.  That  operation, 
if  it  become  necessary,  must  be  duly  authorized  and  methodized  in  the 
manner  I  have  heretofore  indicated  in  my  letters  to  you. 
With  high  respect,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Baltimore,  May  1,  1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War: 

Yesterday  sent  our  master  of  transportation  to  Washington  to  wait 
upon  Mr.  Scott  and  yourself  about  arranging  for  the  reopening  of  busi- 
ness and  intercourse  between  Baltimore  and  Washington.  He  con- 
ferred fully  with  Mr.  Scott,  who  advised  that  he  would  represent  our 
views  and  wishes  to  you,  under  which  Mr.  Smith  considered  it  unneces- 
sary to  trouble  you  directly  with  the  subject.  We  have  not  as  yet 
received  any  response.  For  more  than  ten  years  past  we  have  run  four 
regular  passenger  trains  daily  each  way  between  Baltimore  and  Wash- 
ington, and  at  least  one  freight  train.  We  now  ask  the  privilege  of 
running  two  passenger  and  mail  trains  and  one  freight  train  each  way 
daily,  subject  to  such  supervision  as  you  may  'deem  desirable,  and  not 
to  interfere  with  the  movements  of  the  Government  trains.  The  inter- 
ests and  convenience  of  numerous  parties  in  Washington  and  Baltimore, 
and  we  hope  of  the  Government,  can  be  greatly  served  if  you  can  gratify 
these  requests. 

J.  W.  GARRETT, 

President, 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  1, 1861. 

Lieut  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

AssL  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Washington  City : 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  from  the  General- 
in-Chief  of  two  communications,  dated  April  28  and  29,  relating  to  mov- 
ing troops  upon  Baltimore  via  York  and  Havre  de  Grace. 

Anticipating  the  wishes  of  the  General-in-Chief,  I  have,  since  the  with- 
drawal by  the  President  of  troops  placed  at  Cockeysville,  given  atten- 
tion to  the  demonstrations  designed,  and  have  posted  unequipped  regi- 
ments in  camps  of  instruction  at  points  from  which  they  can  be  easily 
withdrawn  and  distributed  on  these  lines  of  communication,  viz:  At 
York,  6  regiments ;  Chambersburg,  2  ;  Lancaster,  6 ;  Harrisburg,  num- 
ber unknown,  but  probably  6 ;  and  in  this  vicinity,  6. 

The  impoverished  condition  of  the  quartermaster's  department  here 
in  regard  to  tents,  canteens,  and  other  camp  and  garrison  equipage  and 
the  depleted  arsenals,  will  prevent  the  execution  at  an  early  day  of  any 
plan  of  operations.  The  troops  are  not  fully  armed,  and  are  very  in- 
completely equipped,  having  but  few  cartridge  boxes,  no  canteens,  tents, 
or  cooking  utensils.  Articles  ordered  for  troops  in  advance  will  exhaust 
the  supply  for  the  next  three  days.  1  have  directed  these  commands  to 
be  diilled  and  made  efficient,  and  by  the  time  they  are  equipped  I  hope 
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to  be  able  to  move  on  Baltimore  with  an  effective  force  of  six  thousand 
men  via  York  and  six  thousand  via  Havre  de  Grace,  and  have  sufficient 
to  guard  the  road  as  they  advance. 

To  effect  this  I  request  my  requisitions  may  be  filled  as  rapidly  as 
forwarded,  or  the  depot  quartermaster  here  and  the  arsenal  at  Frank- 
ford  be  directed  to  fill  them  direct  from  me.  I  will  keep  you  informed 
of  my  progress  and  my  probable  advance  in  time  for  concerted  action. 
I  shall  lose  no  time,  but  for  success  take  care  not  to  be  too  fast. 

I  have  authority  to  draw  good  volunteers  from  this  State,  but  I  desire, 
if  regular  artillery  companies  are  en  route  to  Washington  Oity,  to  obtain 
one  to  serve  as  artillery  with  the  column  from  York. 

The  railroad  companies  here,  and  also  via  York  to  Baltimore,  are  now 
ready  to  repair  their  roads,  but  the  troops  cannot  advance.  As  soon  as 
the  men  are  equipped  they  will  be  thrown  to  the  front,  and  in  a  few  days 
the  lines  will  be  in  working  order.  Col.  Andrew  Porter  has  gone  to 
York  to  hasten  the  organization  of  that  column. 

Major  Porter,  governed  by  the  prospect  of  being  able  to  use  for  oar 
purposes  the  bridges  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Road,  deferred  arrang- 
ing for  their  destruction,  and  sent  parties  to  examine  the  bridges  and  a 
portion  of  the  road.  He  is  informed  that  the  large  bridges  are  each 
guarded  by  about  two  hundred  men,  and  so  carefully  that  they  cannot 
be  injured.  The  road,  however,  will,  under  his  plans,  be  rendered  im- 
passable for  our  opponents  as  soon  as  desired,  and  he  will  act  when  con- 
vinced that  the  present  hopes  of  submission  in  Maryland  prove  delusive. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Philadelphia,  May  1, 1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington  : 

Deab  Sib  :  You  will  have  learned  from  others  that  General  Patterson 
forbids  the  sale  of  passenger  tickets  by  the  military  line.  I  have  given 
Mr.  Scott  some  reasons  why  I  think  he  cannot  work  this  line  successfully 
for  a  passenger  route.  Mr.  Felton  tells  me  that  he  thinks  he  could  now 
repair  his  road  from  Havre  de  Grace  to  Baltimore  in  four  or  five  days  if 
you  would  protect  it  as  the  work  progresses.  As  this  work  has  to  be 
done,  would  it  not  be  well  to  have  it  done  at  once  t  General  Patterson, 
I  learn,  thinks  it  would  require  one  thousand  men  to  protect  it  In  a 
few  days  I  think  a  much  less  number  would  answer.  He  has  the  men, 
but  needs  arras  and  ammunition. 

Looking  at  the  large  fleet  of  steamers  at  Annapolis  and  Havre  de 
Grace,  with  the  confusion  at  the  former  place,  1  believe  it  would  save 
the  Government  a  large — a  very  large— amount  to  transport  directly  by 
rail  from  here  to  Washington.  I  presume  there  would  now  be  no  diffi- 
culty with  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company.  Mr.  Scott  could 
soon  ascertain  this.  By  the  time  the  road  is  repaired  I  think  there  will 
be  no  difficulty  about  goiug  through  Baltimore,  but  if  there  is  to  be,  I 
know  of  no  reason  why  that  question  cannot  be  settled  as  well  now  as  at 
any  time — perhaps  the  sooner  the  better,  and  before  an  opposition  can 
be  organized  or  aid  obtained  elsewhere.  Just  now  the  North  seems  to 
be  spoiling  for  a  light  with  Baltimore,  and  if  there  is  to  be  one,  I  repeat 
the  sooner  it  comes  off  the  better,  in  my  judgment.   If  you  concur  in 
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these  views,  instructions  given  to  General  Patterson  to  protect  the  road 
will  set  Mr.  Felton  at  work  with  great  energy.  Would  it  not  be  well 
for  me  to  secure  all  the  powder  Du  Pont  has  for  sale  if  to  be  had  at  fair 
prices  T 

Yours,  respectfully  and  truly, 

JOHN  TUCKER. 


Washington,  May  2, 1861. 

J.  W.  Garrett,  Baltimore,  Md.  : 

In  reply  to  your  dispatch  of  yesterday  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  this 
Department  will  consent  to  your  proposal  whenever  the  railroad  lines 
running  into  Baltimore  from  the  North  and  East  are  placed  in  such  a 
condition  as  to  admit  free  and  uninterrupted  travel  over  them,  and 
when  the  U.  8.  Government  can  be  assured  that  satisfactory  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  to  enable  it  to  transport  through  Baltimore, 
unmolested  and  without  interruption,  such  troops,  arms,  ammunition, 
supplies,  &c,  as  it  may  deem  necessary  or  desire. 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Fort  McHenry,  Md.,  May  2,  1861. 

Col.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant-General  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  ; 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  made  an  examina- 
tion of  the  means  of  defense  of  this  post  to-day,  and  that  I  consider 
them  inadequate  to  a  successful  defense  against  a  night  attack  or  esca- 
lade. The  top  of  the  scarp  wall  is  within  easy  reach  of  ladders  of  not 
more  than  ordinary  length.  There  are  no  ditches  or  other  obstacles  to 
prevent  the  march  of  a  hostile  force  up  to  the  walls  of  the  fort.  There 
are  not  carriages  enough  to  mount  all  the  guns.  There  is  not  one  round 
of  grape,  and  only  a  few  rounds  of  canister,  at  the  post.  More  than 
half  the  command  is  composed  of  recruits  who  have  not  been  drilled 
sufficiently  to  be  relied  upon  in  a  night  attack.  I  therefore  respect- 
fully request  that  at  least  two  companies  of  regular  soldiers  (artillery) 
may  be  sent  as  early  as  practicable  to  re-enforce  my  command ;  and  I 
urgently  request  that  a  supply  of  ammunition  may  be  furnished  as  soon 
as  possible. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  MORRIS, 
Major,  Fourth  Artillery,  Commanding  Post. 


Washington,  May  3, 1861. 

John  Tucker: 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favor  of  May  1  from  Philadelphia  is  received. 
General  Patterson  has  been  directed  to  remove  military  restrictions  from 
the  movements  of  passengers,  and  to  give  prompt  facilities  at  Perry  - 
ville  and  Annapolis  for  their  transfer.  Messrs.  Felton  and  Scott  now 
have  on  the  line  the  steamers  Ariel  and  Warner,  both  of  which  are  com- 
fortable, quick  vessels.  In  my  judgment  the  sooner  the  line  via  An- 
napolis is  perfected  the  better.  It  will  have  a  good  effect  in  briuging 
our  Maryland  friends  to  terms. 
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The  administration  cannot  afford  to  temporize  with  Baltimore.  They 
(the  people  of  Baltimore  and  Maryland  at  large)  must  agree  to  restore 
the  property  they  have  destroyed,  and  make  reparation  for  damages, 
before  we  can  open  communication  by  their  city.  They  must  also  agree 
that  the  Federal  Government  shall  have  the  absolute  right  to  move 
troops  through  their  city,  or  quarter  them  in  it  or  any  part  of  the  State 
of  Maryland.  Northern  sentiment  on  this  question  is  overwhelming 
and  just  in  every  respeet  In  a  very  few  days  Baltimore  will  be  at  work 
reconstructing  the  works  destroyed  by  authority  under  color  of  mob 
violence.  In  the  mean  time  see  Felton,  perfect  the  line  via  Annapolis, 
which  will  be  useful  in  the  future,  even  after  route  through  Baltimore 
is  opened.  The  large  fleet  of  vessels  should  be  dispensed  with  as  rapidly 
as  our  wauts  for  transportation  will  admit 

The  transshipping  arrangements  at  both  points  should  be  well  looked 
after,  and  be  in  charge  of  men  that  are  practical  and  accustomed  to  the 
business.   Give  your  attention  to  everything  in  regard  to  vessels.  See 
General  Patterson  in  regard  to  powder.   It  should  be  purchased. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters,  May  3, 1861. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Soott,  Aide-de-Camp : 

Colonel:  The  General  desires  that  the  headquarters  and  five  com- 
panies of  the  Third  Infantry,  now  at  Fort  Hamilton,  be  sent  to  this  city, 
as  soon  as  they  are  equipped,  by  the  route  through  Baltimore.  They 
are  to  be  filled  up  with  recruits,  and  to  bring  their  camp  equipage  with 
them ;  their  arms,  and  the  usual  number  of  rounds  of  ammunition  to  be 
in  serviceable  order.  The  authorities  of  Baltimore,  having  proclaimed 
that  the  transit  shall  be  open  for  troops  to  this  place,  have  requested 
that  the  first  body  that  comes  through  shall  be  headed  by  regulars. 
Please  inform  Major-General  Patterson  beforehand  at  Philadelphia 
when  they  will  arrive  there,  and  he  will  be  instructed  by  the  General  in 
relation  to  forwarding  them.  The  General  wishes  their  movement  to  be 
hastened. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Washington, 

May  3, 1861. 

Lieut  Gen.  Winfield  Scott,  Commanding  the  U.  8.  Army : 

Sib  :  Agreeably  to  the  deliberations  of  last  evening  I  now  submit  to 
you  the  following  on  the  defenses  of  this  city : 

1st.  On  the  side  of  the  navy-yard  and  bounded  by  the  Anacostia 
Biver,  I  have  simply  to  say  that  with  ample  troops  in  the  city  at  com- 
mand there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  crowning  the  heights  on  the  opposite 
shore,  and  affording  a  complete  defense  from  an  enemy  approaching 
from  that  quarter  to  attack  the  city  or  the  navy -yard. 

2d.  That  part  of  the  city  between  the  Anacostia  Biver  and  the  Poto- 
mac can  readily  be  fortified  at  any  time  by  a  system  of  redoubts  encir- 
cling the  city.  This  is  always  in  our  power. 

3d.  We  now  come  to  the  city  and  Georgetown  and  arsenal,  exposed 
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to  the  Virginia  shore.  Here  I  most  remark  that  the  President's  House 
and  Department  buildings  in  its'vicinity  are  bnt  two  and  a  hall'  miles 
across  the  river  from  Arlington  high  ground,  where  a  battery  of  bombs 
and  heavy  guns,  if  established,  could  destroy  the  city  with  comparatively 
a  small  force  after  destroying  the  bridges.  The  Capitol  is  only  three 
and  a  half  miles  from  the  same  height  at  Arlington,  and  at  the  Aqueduct 
the  summits  of  the  heights  on  the  opposite  shore  are  not  over  one  mile 
from  Georgetown. 

With  this  view  of  the  condition  of  our  position,  it  is  clear  to  my  mind 
that  the  city  is  liable  to  be  bombarded  at  the  will  of  an  enemy,  unless 
we  occupy  the  ground  which  he  certainly  would  occupy  if  he  had  any 
such  intention.  I  therefore  recommend  that  the  heights  above  men- 
tioned be  seized  and  secured  by  at  least  two  strong  redoubts,  one  com- 
manding the  Long  Bridge  and  the  other  the  Aqueduct,  and  that  a  body 
of  men  be  there  encamped  to  sustain  the  redoubts  and  give  battle  to 
the  enemy  if  necessary.  I  have  engineers  maturing  plans  and  recon- 
noitering  further.  It  is  quite  probable  that  our  troops  assembled  at 
Arlington  would  create  much  excitement  in  Virginia,  yet,  at  the  same 
time,  if  the  enemy  were  to  occupy  the  ground  there  a  greater  excite- 
ment would  take  place  on  our  side,  and  it  might  be  necessary  to  fight  a 
battle  to  disadvantage. 

I  know  not  exactly  how  many  troops  we  have  at  command.  I  pre* 
sume  the  enemy  might  bring  10,000  troops  into  the  field  ima  short  time 
ou  such  an  occasion.  I  would  not  urge  any  premature  movement  in  this 
quarter,  yet  one  taken  too  late  might  cause  much  bloodshed. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOS.  K.  F.  MANSFIELD, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Department 

P.  S. — I  should  have  said  in  the  body  of  this  report  that  I  have  been 
in  consultation  with  my  chief  engineer,  Major  Barnard,  in  all  these 
views,  and  his  services  have  been  and  are  very  valuable  to  me. 

J.  K.  F.  M., 
Colonel^  Commanding  Department, 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dep't  op  Pennsylvania, 

No.  24.        J  Philadelphia,  May  3, 1861. 

I.  The  line  of  communication  with  Washington  City  via  Annapolis 

having  been  opened,  commanding  officers  on  the  portion  of  the  route  in 

this  department  will  permit  passengers  to  pass  to  and  fro. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

By  order  of  Major-General  Patterson. 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  May  4,  1861. 
Major-General  Patterson,  U.  S.  A.,  Commanding,  &c.  i 

Sir  :  I  am  sorry  to  learn,  unofficially,  that  your  health  has  not  been 
fully  established.  A  few  days  of  good  weather  will,  I  hope,  accomplish 
that  desirable  object, 

I  have  ordered  the  five  companies  of  the  Third  Infantry,  recently  from 
Texas,  now  at  New  York,  to  Perry  ville  to  be  united  there,  at  Havre  de 
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Grace  or  Elkton,  with  Sherman's  battery  of  horse  artillery,  as  you  may 
direct. 

My  wish  is  that  these  regulars  shall  head  any  movement  that  may  be 
made,  by  land  or  water,  from  your  side  upon  Baltimore. 

The  temper  of  Maryland,  which  a  few  days  ago  seemed  to  have  under- 
gone a  very  favorable  change,  is  now  believed  to  have  suffered  a  relapse, 
that  makes  the  movement  of  the  six  regular  companies  alone,  by  the  old 
mail  road  from  the  Susquehanna  to  Baltimore,  as  was  at  first  intended, 
hazardous,  if  not  entirely  unsafe,  without  a  large  addition  of  volunteers. 

You  will  therefore  hold  the  battalion  of  regulars,  with  the  necessary 
addition  of  volunteers,  ready  for  the  combined  movement  from  the  other 
points  (heretofore  indicated),  which  I  shall  order  in  a  few  days  upon 
Baltimore,  if  the  route  through  the  city  be  not  sooner  voluntarily 
opened. 

On  your  part,  I  give  you  the  choice  to  move  by  land  or  water ;  in  the 
latter  case,  letting  Brigadier  General  Butler,  who  has  his  water  craft 
ready,  know  the  day  on  which  your  commander  will  be  ready  to  meet 
and  consult  him  in  Patapsco  Bay. 

You  will  also  let  Lieutenant-Colonel  Porter,  on  the  York  road,  know 
the  probable  time  your  commander  may  be  expected  to  approach  the 
eastern  side  of  the  city,  leaving  the  western  for  General  Butler's  ap- 
proach. Let  Brigadier-General  Butler  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Porter, 
as  well  as  myself,  know  the  morning  you  may  appoint  for  the  movement 
from  your  side. 

I  have  just  ordered  Brigadier  General  Butler  to  occupy  and  support 
a  strong  post  at  the  Belay  House,  on  the  Patapsco,  beginning  with  a 
regiment  of  volunteers.  That  regiment  shall  be  instructed  to  take  a 
part  in  the  combined  movement. 

Exact  time  must  be  observed  on  all  Bides,  to  be  regulated  by  prompt 
intercommunications. 

Send  the  New  Jersey  regiments  here,  and  we  shall  want  for  the  cap- 
ital seven  more. 

With  high  respect,  yours,  truly, 

W  INFIELD  SCOTT. 

P.  S.— Again,  another  change  of  temper  on  the  part  of  Maryland  in 
favor  of  the  Union  and  a  corresponding  one  in  these  instructions. 

A  member  of  the  Cabinet,  present  at  the  interview  of  commissioners 
(sent  by  the  legislature  at  Frederick)  with  the  President  this  morning, 
reports  that  the  commissioners  declare  Maryland  ready  to  return  to  her 
duty  towards  the  Union ;  consequently.  I  ask  you  to  add  Pratt's  com- 
pany, from  Mackinac,  to  the  six  other  companies  of  regulars,  mentioned 
above,  and  hold  them  ready  to  move  through  Baltimore  ou  the  shortest 
notice. 


Hdqrs.  First  Division  Pa.  Vols.. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  4, 1861. 

Major  :  I  have  to  report  that  the  arms  issued  to  the  regiments  under 
my  command  are  totally  unfit  for  service. 

I  inclose  letters  from  three  commanding  officers  of  regiments  under 
my  command,  viz :  from  Col.  F.  E.  Patterson,  Col.  W.  D.  Lewis,  jr., 
and  Col.  P.  Lyle,  upon  this  subject  I  have  also  verbal  reports  to  the 
same  effect  from  Colonels  Dare  and  Morehead,  and  I  am  satisfied,  from 
my  own  examination,  that  the  fact  is  as  stated.  I  have  further  to  report 
that  these  arms  came  under  an  invoice  to  General  It.  Patterson,  dated 
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April  20, 1801,  turned  over  by  Capt.  W.  Maynadier,  commanding  the 
Frankford  Arsenal,  to  Col.  Charles  Thomas,  assistant  quartermaster- 
general,  Philadelphia,  and  that  it  is  my  opinion  that  gross  neglect  has 
occurred,  which  should,  for  the  interests  of  the  service,  be  inquired  into. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

GEO.  CADWALADER, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  F.  J.  Porter, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Pennsylvania. 


I 

Hdqrs.  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  0, 1861. 

I  designed  to  have  this  matter  examined  into  and  the  arms  inspected 
by  Captain  Neill,  but  his  own  constant  occupation  and  his  now  necessary 
absence  have  prevented.  I  now  respectfully  forward  this,  to  add  to  my 
reasons  given  to-day  and  previously  against  moving  this  force  till  better 
equipped  for  the  Held.  If  empowered  to  draw  arms,  &c,  from  the 
arsenal  no  moment  shall  be  lost  The  officers  and  men  are  anxious  to 
move,  but  the  former  see  and  feel  the  responsibility,  and  know  they 
should  not  move  in  their  present  condition. 

Hon.  John  Sherman  has  been  made  acquainted  with  the  wants  and 
the  feeling  of  a  portion  of  the  command,  and  I  desire  he  may  have  a 
patient  hearing.  I  was  not  aware  till  to  day  that  several  of  the  regi- 
ments of  this  city  are  without  arms.  I  ask  and  urge  that  this  force 
be  not  moved  till  I  put  it  in  motion  by  my  own  orders,  which  will  be  at 
the  earliest  moment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  PATTERSON, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 

Headquarters  First  Artillery, 
First  Brig.,  First  Drv.,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  2, 1861. 
Maj.  E.  C.  Weaver,  Ordnance  Officer : 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  the  arms  with  which  I  have  been  provided 
are  unfit  for  service.  Some  five  or  six  have  had  the  springs  broken  in 
cocking  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

F.  E.  PATTERSON, 

Headquarters  First  Regiment  Infantry, 
First  Brig.,  First  Drv.,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  2, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  C adwalader  : 

General  :  It  is  my  duty  to  report  to  you  that  the  muskets  issued  to 
my  command  are  entirely  inefficient  for  service,  most  of  them  having 
either  broken  locks  or  holes  through  the  barrels,  bayonets  not  to  fit  the 
pieces.  &c.  I  formally,  but  respectfully,  protest  against  such  a  recep- 
tion of  arms,  but  deem  it  my  duty  to  do  so.   Without  enlarging  upon 
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this  protest  more  folly  and  occupy  your  time,  I  will  only  add,  in  cor- 
roboration of  the  above,  that  in  one  of  my  companies  alone  fifty  four 
muskets  had  to  be  repaired,  perhaps  at  my  own  expense. 
I  am,  general,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  D.  LEWIS,  JR., 

Colonel  First  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Second  Regiment  Infantry, 
Fikst  Brio.,  First  Drv.,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  4, 186L. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  Oadwalader: 

Dear  Sir  :  An  examination  of  the  muskets  furnished  to  my  com- 
mand by  gunsmiths  and  machinists  has  demonstrated  that  a  great  pro- 
portion of  them  are  defective  and  wholly  unfit  for  use.  In  tapping  the 
nipples  in  they  have  not  been  inserted  straight,  and  the  iron  forced 
around  them  split.  They  will  not  bear  a  pressure  of  air,  which  escapes 
around  the  nipple.  Numbers  of  the  locks  are  insecurely  fastened,  and 
many  of  the  barrels  have  flaws  and  holes  in  them  one-sixteenth  of  an 
iuch  deep.  They  are  also  filled  in  around  the  nipple  with  some  soft 
metal.  The  number  thus  defective  and  useless  are  two  hundred  and 
forty-six.  The  balance  are  reported  to  be  only  in  tolerable  condition, 
and  if  taken  apart  and  critically  examined  would  no  doubt  be  found  to 
be  unsafe  and  useless. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

P.  LYTLE,  Colonel 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  5, 1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

A.  A.  <?.,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Washington  City : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  day,  from  the 
General-in-Chief,  of  his  communication  of  the  4th  instant,  relating  to 
the  advance  on  Baltimore.  My  communication  of  yesterday,  by  Major 
Belger,  and  of  the  3d  instant,  by  mail,*  will  show  that  no  portion  of  this 
command  is  in  a  proper  condition  to  take  the  field.  Unless  there  is 
greater  activity  in  the  Quartermaster's  and  Ordnance  Departments,  I 
fear  it  can  be  moved  only  by  consigning  the  cartridges  to  the  pockets  of 
the  men  and  without  cooking  utensils.  I  cannot,  at  present,  designate 
a  day  when  the  command  can  probably  move,  but  I  will  inform  you  in 
time  to  prevent  delaying  the  other  columns. 

I  am  informed  that  the  portion  of  the  Second  Cavalry,  which  was  to 
have  marched  ere  this,  under  Major  Thomas,  is  not  to  be  put  in  motion 
till  the  other  four  companies  are  equipped  and  mounted,  if  such  be  the 
case,  I  request  permission  to  use  such  portion  as  may  be  prepared  to 
advance  with  the  column  from  York. 

I  understand  that  the  Northern  Central  Railroad  have  repaired  a 
large  portion  of  the  road  without  interruption.  It  may  be  (he  design 
of  the  people  of  Maryland  to  offer  no  resistance  in  future,  but,  if  peace- 
able, the  command  at  Yorkshould  not  advance  till  better  provided.  I 
deeply  regret  the  troops  cannot  advance  as  early  as  the  General-in-Chief 
would  desire  and  the  interests  of  the  country  appear  to  demand. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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P.  S.— I  received  the  inclosed  telegram  at  6  o'clock  to-night,  and  send 
this  communication  by  Captain  Neill,  to  be  delivered  early  to-morrow. 
No  delay  in  the  execution  of  the  order  will  result,  if,  after  what  I  have 

be  reiterated  in  these  words :  "  Execute  the  order," 

R.  PATTERSON, 

Major  General 


Washington,  D.  0.,  May  6",  1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  R.  Patterson: 

Send  immediately  six  regiments  of  Pennsylvania  volunteers  to  this 
city  via  York,  Pa. 

SIMON  CAMERON. 


Washington,  May  6, 1861. 

Lieu  tenant-General  Scott,  Commander-in-Chief,  U.  8.  Army: 

Dear  Sir:  I  deem  it  important  that  our  railway  from  Washington  to 

,  of  Baltimore)  should ' 


(within  nine  miles  of  Baltimore)  should  be  well  guarded 
by  the  military  department. 

The  Annapolis  Branch  is  now  protected.  Colonel  Scott,  in  charge  of 
the  railway  and  telegraph  departments,  recommends  that  a  regiment  (if 
possible  to  spare  it)  be  stationed  along  the  line  as  a  permanent  guard, 

each  four  miles,  with 
eight  companies,  the  two  remaining  companies  to  en- 


say  one  company  each  four  miles,  with  tents  and  equipments  complete. 


camp  at  or  near  Bladensburg,  which  it  is  believed  is  not  a  loyal  dis- 
trict. With  onr  railway  and  telegraph  protected,  we  could  move  this 
regiment  for  you  at  any  time  on  short  notice  to  Annapolis,  Relay  House, 
or  Washington. 

Our  telegraph  has  been  destroyed  twice  since  yesterday  morning.  We 
much  fear  that  evil-disposed  persons  may  interfere  with  tracks  and  < 
serious  accidents  and  delay  in  many  of  our  movements. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

War. 


Department  of  Annapolis,  May  6, 1861. 

Lieutenant-General  Scott  : 

General  :  In  obedience  to  your  command,  I  have  occupied  the  sta- 
tion at  the  Relay  House,  nine  miles  from  Baltimore,  with  the  Eighth 
New  York  Regiment.  I  have  learned  however  that  a  force  of  two  regi- 
ments of  dragoons  had  been  raised  and  were  in  force  at  Ellicottfs  Mills, 
some  eight  miles  from  this  point,  and  I  therefore  ordered  up  Major 
Cook's  light  battery,  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  which  was  with 
me  at  Annapolis :  and  as  I  was  moving  Colonel  JoneB'  Sixth  Regiment 
Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia  from  the  capital,  I  ordered  them  also 
here,  so  that  I  am  here  in  considerable  force,  to  wit : 

Coloael  Lyons,  Eighth  Regiment   1,000  men. 

ColonelJonee,  Sixth  Regiment   000  " 

Major  Cook   100  " 

ToUl   1,700  « 
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I  have  placed  two  howitzers  to  command  the  viaduct,  also  a  sufficient 
guard  to  prevent  its  destruction,  and  have  occupied  the  station  house 
at  the  railroad  Kelay  Station. 

An  officer  has  been  detailed  to  examine  the  trains  and  stop  all  armed 
men,  arms,  and  munitions  of  war.  Before,  however,  we  established  a 
full  surveillance  of  the  trains,  a  squad  of  some  ten  or  twelve  men  from 
Baltimore  passed  up  the  road  to  join  the  traitors  at  Harper's  Ferry. 
The.se  men,  before  I  had  .heard  of  it,  had  put  the  freight  train  of  this 
morning  under  contribution,  and  passed  some  eight  miles  along  the  road 
plundering  the  country  people.  All  such  irregularities  hereafter  will  be 
promptly  suppressed. 

A  matter  of  some  doubt  has  arisen  in  this  connection.  A  burden  train 
passed  up  toward  Harper's  Ferry,  laden  with  wheat,  whisky  (a  great 
quantity  of  it),  spades,  picks,  and  shovels ;  all  these  were  marked  for  Vir- 
ginia. In  the  doubt,  the  officer  in  charge  allowed  the  train  to  pass  until 
further  orders.   What  shall  be  done  with  such  freight t 

I  learn  that  I  am  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  residence  of 
Major- General  Carroll,  a  gentleman  who  is  most  bitter  in  his  hostility 
to  the  Government,  who  ordered  out  the  troops  under  his  command  to 
oppose  the  passage  of  the  U.  S.  troops  across  Baltimore.  Two  compa- 
nies of  cavalry  alone  responded  to  the  call  from  this  vicinity.  They  were 
commanded  by  Capt  William  H.  Dorsey  and  Gapt  George  R.  Gaither, 
both  violent  rebels,  who  have  more  than  once  put  themselves  in  a  hostile 
attitude  to  the  U.  S.  Government  They  have  conducted  themselves 
with  great  violence,  and  in  fact  are  now  in  arms  against  the  Union,  al- 
though nominally  holding  commissions  from  the  governor  of  Maryland. 
Can  anything  be  done  with  them  f  Might  they  not  be  arrested  and  at 
least  restrained  until  we  are  certain  what  will  be  the  disposition  of  Mary- 
land f  But  this  is  a  matter  for  your  better  judgment. 

I  And  the  people  here  exceedingly  friendly,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
with  my  present  force  I  could  march  through  Baltimore.  I  am  the 
more  convinced  of  this,  because  I  learn  that  for  several  days  many  of 
the  armed  secessionists  have  left  for  Harper's  Ferry  or  have  gone  forth 
plundering  the  country. 

I  trust  my  acts  may  meet  your  approbation,  whatever  you  may  think 
of  my  suggestions. 

Most  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Brigadier -General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  6, 1861. 

Lieut  Col.  E.  D.  Town  send, 

AttU  AdjL  Oen.,  Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Washington  City: 

Colonej  I  received  last  evening  a  telegram  from  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  War,  directing  me  to  send  immediately  to  Washington,  via 
York,  six  regiments  of  volunteers,  but  at  so  late  an  hour  I  could  ac- 
kticwledge  its  receipt  only  by  a  postscript  to  a  letter  then  about  to  be 
dispatched  to  you.  I,  however,  ordered  the  six  best  regiments  in  the 
department  to  be  prepared  for  immediate  call. 

I  have  now  to  present,  through  the  General-in-Chief,  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  a  renewal  of  my  reasons 
why  these  regiments  should  not  be  passed,  without  urgent  necessity, 
through  the  city  of  Baltimore.   I  premise  my  reasons  by  the  statement 
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that  no  delay  will  result  from  awaiting  a  reply  to  the  communication  of 
yesterday,  borne  by  ( 'apt.  T.  H.  Neill,  Firth  Infantry.  I  have  been 
given  to  understand  that  it  is  desirable  regular  troops  should  precede 
the  volunteers  through  Baltimore.  If  so,  the  five  companies  of  the 
Third  Infantry  should  be  here.  This  will  not  be  before  to-morrow  night. 

Only  three  of  the  sixteen  regiments  (there  are  more,  but  not  reported) 
in  this  department  are  supplied  with  cooking  utensils,  and  only  one 
with  tents,  and  almost  all  of  them  rely  from  necessity  upon  rations  sup- 
plied to  them  cooked  at  their  present  location.  If  withdrawn  from  those 
camps  without  further  preparation,  they  will  be  thrown  for  a  time  upon 
a  community  where  Buch  resources  cannot  be  relied  upon,  and  the  pub- 
lic interests  perhaps  suffer  in  many  ways. 

The  troops  have  but  very  little  ammunition:  some  of  them  none: 
some  of  the  cartridges  do  not  fit  their  arms,  and  no  boxes  are  on  hand 
to  secure  them  against  wear  and  weather.  Much  ammunition  has  al- 
ready been  destroyed.  To  supply  the  troops  in  advance  supplies  here 
have  been  nearly  exhausted. 

The  bridges  on  the  Northern  Central  Railroad  will  all  be  repaired  and 
protected  at  the  time  the  combined  movement  can  be  made,  and  all  the 
forces  be  before  Baltimore  at  the  same  time. 

I  have  arranged  to  gather  transportation  at  Perry  ville  on  Wednesday. 
I  design  that  night  or  Thursday  morning  to  throw  ample  force  into 
Havre  de  Grace  (which  I  occupy  to-morrow)  to  be  at  once  thrown  for- 
ward to  Hush  River,  leaving  companies  to  secure  the  road.  To  Bush 
River  and  the  Gunpowder  boats  bearing  companies  will  be  sent  to  hold 
and  secure  the  bridges  over  those  streams,  and  to  Canton,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Baltimore,  will  be  sent  vessels  to  land  Sherman's  battery,  the  Ave 
companies  of  the  Third  Infantry,  and  two  regiments  of  volunteers  from 
this  city.  These  regiments  will  send  back  on  the  road  to  Havre  de 
Grace  companies  to  protect  it. 

I  have  gi  ven  the  commanding  officer  at  York  his  instructions,  and  a 
telegram  will  put  him  in  motion.  General  Butler  will  also  be  notified 
of  my  intended  movements.  The  command  hence  to  Baltimore  will  be 
under  Brevet  Major  General  Cadwalader ;  that  from  York  under  Major- 
General  Keim,  having  the  aid  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Porter.  The  move- 
ment shall  be  made  without  waiting  for  any  more  cooking  utensils  and 
ammunition  than  can  be  procured  by  Wednesday  from  such  resources 
as  are  at  hand.  The  ordnance  depot  having  been  closed  to  me,  and 
the  clothing  bureau  having  but  a  scant  supply,  and  no  requisition  from 
Washington  (except  that  one  regiment  had  beeu  ordered  to  be  supplied 
from  Frankford)  having  been  acted  upon,  I  must  rely  upon  what  can 
be  procured  in  open  market 

I  judge  from  the  telegrams  of  the  Secretary  of  War  that  he  is  desirous 
to  have  opened  these  routes  through  Baltimore,  and,  presuming  he  must 
be  aware  of  the  unprepared  condition  of  the  troops  in  this  department, 
I  shall,  although  advising  against  it,  make  this  movement,  unless  in- 
structed by  the  General-iuChief  to  delay,  relying  upon  the  Quarter- 
master's and  Ordnance  Departments  to  supply  deficiencies  as  soon  as 
practicable. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  I  have  been  notified  that  the  clothing 
bureau  will  provide  the  necessary  cooking  utensils  and  canteens. 

40  B  R — VOL  II 
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Hdqbs.  FrasT  Division  Pa.  Vols., 

Philadelphia,  Pa,,  May  6, 1861. 

Maj.  F.  J.  POBTEB, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  Dep't  of  Pennsylvania : 

Major  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two  letters  of  yes- 
terday's date,*  received  at  a  late  hour  last  night,  in  one  of  which  I  am 
informed  that  the  Commanding  General  directs  yon  (me)  to  hold  yonr 
(my)  command  in  readiness  to  move  at  an  early  call  from  him. 

It  becomes  my  duty  again  to  call  yonr  attention  to  the  fact  that  three 
of  the  regiments  of  this  division  are  not  only  without  clothing,  bat  also 
without  arms  or  cartridge-boxes,  camp  equipage  or  cooking  utensils  of 
any  description,  and  that  there  has  not  been  a  single  cartridge-box 
issued  to  any  one  of  the  eight  regiments  of  this  division.  Moreover,  I 
yesterday  made  a  more  particular  report  that  the  muskets  issued  some 
days  ago  to  the  other  regiments  of  the  division  are  entirely  unfit  for 
service.  Most  of  the  springs  of  the  locks  are  broken,  and  those  that 
are  not  will  not  explode  a  cap.  Some  of  the  barrels  are  not  in  a  con- 
dition to  resist  a  discharge,  and  the  alterations  of  some  of  them  are  so 
imperfect  as  to  render  them  dangerous  to  those  who  use  them,  and  it  is 
the  opinion  of  a  gunsmith  employed  in  one  of  the  regiments,  to  endeavor 
to  put  them  in  order  at  their  own  expense,  that  a  discharge  of  them 
would  do  more  harm  to  those  who  attempted  to  fire  them  than  they 
could  do  to  an  enemy  in  their  front. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  protest  against  these  men  being  sent 
into  service  with  such  arms  and  without  the  means  of  protecting  their 
ammunition  from  the  weather.  My  great  reliance  upon  these  men  is 
their  confidence  in  each  other.  Place  them  in  front  of  an  enemy  with- 
out arms  or  ammunition  upon  which  they  can  depend,  and  that  confi- 
dence is  gone.  I  would  consider  the  responsibility  which  would  rest 
upon  me  a  heavy  one  were  I  not  urgently  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Government  to  this  fact.  The  character  of  this  city,  of  the  State,  and 
of  the  country,  to  say  nothing  of  the  officers  and  men  connected  with 
the  command,  requires  me  officially,  as  I  now  do,  to  place  this  statement 
upon  record,  and  to  ask  for  a  board  of  survey  to  examine  and  report 
upon  the  condition  of  these  arms. 

In  my  former  communication  I  omitted  to  state  that  some  of  the  plugs 
in  the  vents  were  easily  driven  out,  and  holes  in  the  sides  of  the  nipples 
had  been  filled  with  putty.  Many  of  the  threads  of  the  screws  were 
imperfect,  and  many  of  the  locks  are  so  wood-bound  that  it  is  with  diffi- 
culty they  can  be  cocked. 

I  sent  to  you  in  my  report,  on  the  4th  instant,  letters  reporting  these 
defects  from  the  commanding  officers  of  three  regiments  of  this  division 
—Colonel  Patterson,  Colonel  Lewis,  and  Colonel  Lyle— and  I  now  in- 
close reports  from  Colonel  Dare  and  from  Colonel  Gray  upon  the  same 
subject  I  repeat,  that  to  send  these  regiments  into  service  with  such 
arms  would  be  to  discourage  the  command,  and  to  give  them  a  want  of 
confidence  in  their  superiors  and  in  their  Government 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

GEO.  CADWALADER, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 

•Not  found. 
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Washington,  May  7, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butleb, 

Or  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Annapolis ?  yid.  : 

Send  a  steam  propeller,  armed  if  practicable,  to  Perryville,  to  receive 
Sherman's  battery  of  light  artillery  and  five  companies  of  u .  S.  Third 
Infantry,  supposed  to  be  at  Perryville,  together  with  any  well-equipped 
companies  of  volunteers  to  fill  up  the  steamer.  Land  at  the  transporta- 
tion depot  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  near  Fort  McHenry.  In- 
struct the  commanding  officer  on  the  Susquehanna  River,  Colonel  Dare, 
to  send  the  said  troops  provisioned  to  this  city,  and  with  orders  that 
they  come  direct  to  this  city.  A  steamer,  in  addition,  will  go  from  Balti- 
more to  Perryville  for  the  troops. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Washington,  May  7,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butleb,  Commanding,  dkc.,  Relay  House: 

Genebal  :  The  General-in-Chief  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  and  to  say  in  reply  that  in  regard 
to  the  arresting  of  persons  who  commit  acts  of  hostility  to  the  Govern- 
ment you  are  clothed  with  the  same  authority  which  has  been  conferred 
upon  him,  and  he  has  confidence  in  your  discreet  exercise  of  it. 

In  relation  to  the  surveillance  of  trains  passing  into  Virginia,  the  Gen- 
eral approves  it,  and  only  regrets  the  supplies  contraband  of  war,  in- 
trenching tools  included,  were  not  detained. 

An  officer  of  Engineers  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  you. 

The  General  does  not  desire  you  to  remain  longer  at  the  Relay  House 
than  you  deem  your  presence  there  of  importance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  May  7,  1861. 
Major-General  Pattebson,  U.  S.  A.,  Commanding,  <&& : 

Sir  :  An  arrangement  has  been  made  with  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad  Company  by  which  Mr.  Falls  will  send  a  steamer  from  Balti- 
more to  Perryville  this  evening  to  receive  troops  at  the  latter  place  to- 
morrow morning,  and  bring  them  to  Baltimore  immediately  to  be  loaded 
at  the  railroad  transportation  depot  near  Fort  McHenry,  and  brought 
through  that  city  to  Washington. 

The  mayor  and  police  of  Baltimore  will  co-operate  to  prevent  any  dis- 
turbance. A  transport  is  ordered  from  Annapolis  to  unite  with  the 
steamer  in  bringing  troops.  This  or  any  other  now  at  Perryville  may 
be  used.  It  is  important  that  this  movement  be  promptly  executed,  that 
the  troops  may  arrive  at  Baltimore  and  come  through  by  daylight  If 
no  volunteers  are  at  Perryville  ready  to  come  forward,  send  some  com- 
panies to-day  or  to-night  from  Philadelphia,  and  if  necessary  to  complete 
equipment  use  Frankford  and  Schuylkill  Arsenals. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

P.  S. — This  is  the  opening  of  daily  communication  between  Phila- 
delphia and  Washington  for  public  travel,  including  U.  S.  troops. 
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Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  7, 1861. 

Col.  B.  D.  Townsend, 

A,  A.  (?.,  Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Washington  City  : 

Colonel  i  Since  my  letter  (No.  2)  of  yesterday  all  hope  has  vanished 
of  moving  at  an  early  day  the  Pennsylvania  contingent  in  this  vicinity. 
(See  inclosures.)  I  did  rely  upon  the  Ohio  volunteers  to  execute  the 
movement  upon  Baltimore,  but  there  is  no  force  to  sustain  them,  and 
their  condition  is  no  better  than  that  of  the  Pennsylvania  troops.  I 
have  suspended  the  order  for  transportation,  and  will  renew  it  only 
when  an  efficient  force  can  be  raised  to  sustain  the  Third  Infantry  and 
battery.  Third  Infantry  not  yet  heard  from  or  of. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major -General)  Commanding, 

P.  S.— The  horses  purchased  for  the  wagon  train  here  are  ordered  to 
Washington,  and  further  purchases  suspended  by  order  from  Wash- 
ington. 

[InoIosarM.] 

Majob  :  I  have  said  what  I  could  to  deter  the  movement  of  this  force. 
I  now  say  what  I  cannot  officially,  that  General  Cadwnlader  says  if  this 
force  is  moved  without  being  better  equipped  the  officers  will  resigu. 
The  guns  are  horrible,  aud  if  a  collision  should  arise  the  responsibility 
is  fearful.  The  officers  will  not  take  it  I  beg  and  implore  that  the 
order  to  advance  on  Baltimore  will  be  suspended  till  General  Patterson 
says  move.  We  must  bo  trusted  and  relied  upon,  and  God  knows 
neither  of  us  will  delay  or  hesitate  to  do  what  is  right.  The  move  to- 
wards Baltimore  should  not  be  made  now;  but  if  it  be  found  that  it 
can  be  done,  at  however  much  risk,  it  will  be  made. 
Yours,  truly, 

F.  J.  PORTER. 

Philadelphia— 10  p.  m. 

Since  the  packages  were  closed  to  you  I  have  telegraphed  for  two 
Ohio  regiments  to  come  here,  and  shall  send  them  with  the  force  to 
move  on  Baltimore.  I  called  them  in  the  hope  of  striking  and  stirring 
up  Pennsylvania  pride.  They  (the  Ohioans),  under  McCook,  will  go 
forward  at  all  risks.  When  I  wrote  the  letter  of  General  Patterson 
to-day  I  was  not  aware  of  any  hesitating  disposition  on  the  part  of  any 
one.  I  then  spoke  for  him  of  the  impropriety  of  moving  unorganized 
troops.  I  forced  the  plan,  and  am  resolved  to  carry  it  out  if  it  be  pos- 
sible, and  if  General  Cadwalader  won't  go,  will  try  to  push  the  affair 
through  with  those  who  are.  not  so  squirmish.  It  is  true  the  arms  are 
in  a  lamentable  condition,  and  I  fear  to-day's  rain  will  ruin  the  ammu- 
nition and  drive  out  more  patriotism. 

If  you  will  authorize  General  Patterson  to  exercise  his  discretion 
about  moving  the  Pennsylvania  troops,  I  think  I  can  push  the  matter 
through  anyhow.  At  all  events,  unless  you  get  notice  by  to  morrow 
night's  train  from  here  that  the  movement  should  not 'take  place,  you 
may  consider  it  going  on,  and  that  the  command  will  be  before  Balti- 
more on  Thursday  afternoon.  The  great  uncertainty  attending  these 
movements  must  not  discourage  you  and  the  General.  Volunteers  have 
elements  of  great  inconsistency  to  work  upon,  and  I  can  say  I  never 
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saw  more  uncertain  elements  than  these.  I  wish  Lieutenant  Treadwell 
would  be  telegraphed,  "Give  General  Patterson  what  he  wants."  We 
could  work  with  some  certainty  then.  I  will  have  another  talk  with 
Mr.  Sherman  in  a  few  minutes. 
Yours,  truly, 

F.  J.  PORTER. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Annapolis, 

Camp  at  Relay  Home,  Md.,  May  8, 1801. 

(Secretary  of  War:] 

Sir  :  I  have  given  orders  to  detain  all  provisions  and  munitions  of 
war  that  are  attempted  to  be  passed  westward.  I  have  given  special 
directions  for  careful  examinations  of  the  express  companies,  to  prevent 
them  from  carrying  caps,  of  which  the  rebels  are  in  great  need.  I  have 
sot  as  yet  examined  passengers'  baggage,  although  large  quantities  of 
caps  might  be  easily  forwarded  under  such  designation.  1  await  your 
directions  upon  this  subject 

At  first  I  was  inclined  to  permit,  and  did  permit,  provisions  to  pass 
into  Western  Virginia,  but  I  am  not  convinced  of  the  good  faith  of  those 
consignments,  aud  I  have,  therefore,  ordered  all  provisions  to  be  stopped, 
revising  my  original  order.  I  have  permitted  groceries  (proper)  to 
be  forwarded,  such  as  coffee,  sugar,  spices,  fruits,  &c  Since  I  have 
given  the  order,  I  have  had  a  very  full  conversation  with  the  president 
of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  Mr.  Garrett,  who  expressed  doubts 
as  to  the  policy  we  are  pursuing.  Heavers  that  we  are  receiving  much 
larger  supplies  of  provisions  from  the  West  than  we  can  by  any  possi- 
bility cut  off,  and  that  Governor  Dennison,  of  Ohio,  is  most  anxious  to 
reopen  communications  through  for  the  purpose  of  sending  forward 
live-stock :  that  no  portion  of  the  trains  has  been  stopped  at  Harper's 
Ferry,  ana  that  there  may  be  hereafter  no  retaliation,  and  that  it  be- 
comes important  that  the  miners  of  Cumberland  and  Western  Virginia 
should  receive  supplies  from  Baltimore,  from  whence  he  avers  that  they 
receive  the  most  of  their  cured  provisions.  Although  they  have  not 
stopped  provisions  on  the  trains  at  Harper's  Ferry,  they  have  stopped 
live  stock  and  the  sheep,  about  which  I  wrote  in  my  former  dispatch, 
had  gone  from  our  reach  before  I  received  the  orders  from  the  Depart- 
ment. At  present  I  am  returning  these  provisions  and  stores  to  the 
consignees  at  Baltimore,  although  they  would  be  of  great  use  to  the 
troops  at  Washington.  Sending  them  back  will  save  complications, 
but  will  probably  result  in  their  being  sent  forward  by  a  more  circuit- 
ous route. 

Companies  of  volunteer  troops  are  passing  within  about  six  miles  of 
me  daily.   I  have  been  in  doubt  whether  or  not  to  stop  them.  The 

Srincipal  question  being,  not  of  our  ability  so  to  do,  but  what  we  should 
o  with  them  after  we  have  detained  them.  I  await  instructions  upon 
this  point  also. 

Being  in  doubt  as  to  which  office  I  should  apply  for  instructions,  I 
have  forwarded  this  in  duplicate  to  the  Commanding  General  and  to  the 
War  Department. 

I  have  been  called  upon  by  an  association  of  butchers  and  provision 
dealers  from  Baltimore,  who  desire  that  an  order  shall  l»e  transmitted 
from  the  Commanding  General  allowing  certain  cattle,  now  stopped  at 
Bellaire,  to  be  transported,  via  Harrisburg,  to  Baltimore.  1  see  no  ob- 
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jection to  such  order,  and  will  see  that  their  request  be  complied  with 
should  such  order  be  sent  to  me. 

I  send  these  dispatches  by  my  brother,  A.  J.  Butler,  who  desires  to 
be  of  any  service,  and  will  return  with  any  order  from  the  Department 
or  General  Scott. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Brigadier-  Genera /,  Commanding. 


Grafton,  Va.,  May  8, 1801. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  TFar,  Washington : 

Dear  Sir  :  You  will  see  by  Governor  Letcher's  late  proclamation  that 
Grafton  is  made  a  point  for  the  concentration  of  the  State  volunteers. 
This  has  been  arranged  by  the  secession  leaders  in  order  to  intimidate 
ns,  as  this  is  one  of  the  strongest  (Tnion  towns  in  this  section  of  the 
State.  There  is  no  avowed  secessionist  in  our  town,  and  our  people  are 
very  indignant  at  the  proclamation  of  the  governor,  and  are  rapidly  pre- 
paring to  resist  the  entrance  of  troops  unloyal  to  the  Star-Spangled  Ban- 
ner into  our  town.  I  saw  Mr.  Carlile  on  Monday  evening,  and  he  in- 
formed me  that  there  would  be  five  thousand  stand  of  arms  at  or  opposite 
Wheeling  in  a  few  days,  but  unless  some  arrangement  can  be  made  with 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  it  will  be  very  inconvenient 
for  us  to  get  them  from  there,  a  distance  of  one  hundred  miles.  Can 
anything  be  done  for  us  f  We  are  now  enrolling  men  and  drilling  every 
day,  collecting  such  arms  as  may  be  had,  and  manufacturing  cartridges, 
&c,  and  preparing  for  a  fight  if  Governor  Letcher's  troops  attempt  to 
occupy  our  town. 

Mr.  Carlile  opposes  our  being  mustered  into  the  United  States  service 
for  home  protection,  but  I  cannot  see  why,  and  I  do  decidedly  favor  that 
plan,  and  can  make  a  good  company  here  for  that  purpose  if  thought 
advisable. 

The  Union  men  of  Northwestern  Virginia  are  becoming  more  firm 
every  day.  They  want  to  see  secession  put  down  and  the  leaders  hung, 
and  I  think,  with  a  very  little  help  and  a  good  marshal,  we  are  now 
about  ready  to  take  those  among  us.  As  an  evidence  of  this,  Judge 
Camden,  who  has  been  appointed  to  the  Montgomery  Congress,  is  not 
allowed  to  speak  in  his  own  town— Clarksburg,  Harrison  County— and 
in  Morgantown,  at  a  general  muster  on  last  Saturday,  the  regiment 
drove  the  colonel  and  brigadier-general  (secessionists)  from  the  field. 
Yours,  very  truly,  &c., 

GEO.  R.  LATHAM. 


Frederick,  May  8, 1861. 

To  Commanding  Officer  at  Relay  House  : 

We  are  threatened  with  an  invasion  from  Baltimore  conjoined  with 
traitors  in  our  midst.  We  expect  upwards  of  one  hundred  men  from 
Baltimore  to-night,  and  their  friends  are  preparing  to  meet  them  here. 
Send  us  five  hundred  men  by  first  train,  with  power  to  arrest  and  disarm. 
Answer  immediately. 

M.  NELSON, 
Judge  of  Court  of  Frederic*  County. 
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Washington,  May  9,  1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  Patterson.  U.  8.  A., 

Commanding,  dr.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. : 

Sir  :  The  letter  of  General  Oadwalader,  dated  May  4,  with  inclosure, 
on  the  subject  of  defective  arms  and  deficient  equipments,  has  been  re- 
ferred to  the  Colonel  of  Ordnance.  Premising  that  circumstances  en- 
tirely beyond  the  control  of  the  existing  government  conspired  to  pro- 
duce the  unfortunate  state  of  affairs  represented,  I  will  now  commu- 
nicate to  you  the  remarks  of  the  present  Ghief  of  the  Ordnance  Bureau, 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  it  was  beyond  his  power  to  avoid  the 
inconvenience  referred  to  by  General  Cadwalader. 

Ordnance  Office,  May  8,  1861. 

The  arms  within  referred  to  were  issued  in  compliance  with  an  order  of  19th  April, 
1864,  to  the  commanding  officer  of  Frankford  Arsenal  by  telegraph,  per  the  Ordnance 
Office,  to  issue  to  General  Patterson  5,000  smooth-bore  muskets.  The  number  of  these 
arms  at  the  arsenal  was  just  5,000,  and  no  more  or  no  other  arms  could  possibly  be  is- 
sued. When,  as  in  this  case,'  and  probably  in  many  others,  under  the  present  excite- 
ment and  pressure,  the  verr  best  is  done  that  the  utmost  industry  and  energy  of  offi- 
cers can  accomplish  with  the  available  means  of  the  Government,  such  charges  as  the 
within  are  cruel  and  unjust.  This  department,  and  every  officer  in  it,  is  just  as  anxious 
to  supply  the  best  arms  to  all  the  troops  as  they  are  to  get  them,  but  it  is  simply  im- 
possible to  do  so  now. 

Respectfully  returned. 

JAS.  W.  RIPLEY, 
Lieutenant- (Joloitcl  Orflfnowof 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General 


Washington,  May  9, 1861—1.30  p.  m. 

Mr.  William  Prrsoott  Smith, 

Master  of  Transportation,  Baltimore,  Md. : 

A  telegram  from  General  Patterson  last  evening  says  Colonel  Patter- 
son's regiment,  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five  aggregate  and  Sherman 
and  Shepherd  will  be  in  Perryville  to  night  and  off  in  the  morning. 

Another  telegram  just  received  from  Sherman  at  Perryville  says  the 
whole  force  leaves  for  Washington  this  moment.  Sherman's  command 
is  a  light  battery  with,  say,  seventy  horse  and  six  guns,  besides  six  am- 
munition carriages,  and  his  and  Shepherd's  command  have  a  little  less 
than  six  hundred  men,  say,  in  all,  thirteen  hundred  and  fifty  men.  If 
all  cannot  be  accommodated  in  one  trip,  the  surplus  may  either  encamp 
near  Fort  McHenry  or  come  by  the  Washington  depot. 

By  command  of  General  Scott: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General 


First  Division  Pa.  Vols., 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  9, 1861. 

Maj.  F.  J.  Porter, 

Asst.  Adjt  Gen.,  Hdqrs  Deft  of  Pennsylvania : 

Major  :  I  inclose  report  from  Capt.  T.  H.  Neill,  T7.  S.  Army,  that 
Colonel  Lyle's  muskets  are  entirely  unserviceable.  Captain  Neill  is 
now  inspecting  the  arms  of  Colonel  Lewis'  regiment,  and  will  then  in- 
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speet  the  muskets  issued  to  the  regiments  under  Colonel  Morehead  and 
Colonel  Gray.  I  am  under  the  impression  that  it  will  be  found  that 
the  muskets  issued  to  Colonel  Morehead's  regiment  are  better  than  the 
others.  Those  of  Colonel  Lewis'  and  Colonel  Gray's  command  are,  I 
think,  defective,  1  would  respectfully  suggest  that  other  arms  should 
be  issued  forthwith  to  the  two  companies  of  Colonel  Gray's  regiment, 
under  orders  for  Forts  Mifflin  and  Delaware.  Knapsacks  and  cartridge- 
boxes  are  very  much  wanted. 

I  have  to  report  that  there  seems  to  be  no  prospect  of  obtaining 
clothing  for  the  three  regiments  which  have  last  been  mustered  into  the 
service,  commanded  by  Colonel  Ballier,  Colonel  Gray,  and  Colonel 
Owen,  unless  it  can  be  procured  from  the  United  States  and  charged 
to  the  State  of  Pennsylvaaia.  No  arms  have  been  issued  to  the  regi- 
ments of  Colonel  Ballier  and  Colonel  Owen.  It  appears  that  the  regi- 
ments here  are  now  entirely  neglected  by  the  State  authorities,  who  are 
sending  everything  to  the  regiments  in  the  interior.  This  could  readily 
be  corrected  by  public  opinion  if  it  was  generally  known,  but  it  is  in- 
expedient to  have  such  information  communicated  to  our  enemies.  The 
present  condition  of  these  regiments  is  very  unsatisfactory  and  de- 
moralizing to  their  command. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  youre, 

GEO.  CADWALADflR, 
Brevet  Major-  General  Commanding. 

*       W   V  WV  If  WWW  W  V  www  mm  w  wm  ■ » w •  J 

[Indorsement.) 

Hdqbs.  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  9, 1861. 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  Colonel  of  Ord- 
nance. The  arms  replaced  in  my  orders* of  today  are  of  the  third  class, 
mentioned  in  the  accompanying  memorandum,  and  replaced  by  arms 
which  have  been  sent  here  to  Major  Ruff  and  myself  to  arm  these 
troops. 

Very  respectfully, 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  9, 1861. 

To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Washington  City  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  General- 
in-Chief  the  departure  at  10  a.  m.  to  day  from  Perryville  for  Washing- 
ton, via  Baltimore,  in  compliance  with  instructions,  Sherman's  battery, 
five  companies  Third  Infantry,  and  Colonel  Patterson's  regiment  of  ar- 
tillery, armed  as  infantry.  The  General-in-Chief  may  rest  assured  that 
other  regiments  will  be  sent  forward  as  rapidly  as  they  are  equipped, 
and  no  time  will  be  lost  in  getting  them  out  Two  Ohio  regiments  are 
within  four  miles  of  this  city  not  equipped. 

The  railroad  company  hence  to  Baltimore  will  attempt,  with  our  pro- 
tection, to  repair  their  bridges.  If  molested  I  shall  throw  the  first  force 
available  forward  on  the  road. 

The  failure  of  contractors  to  fulfill  their  engagements  causes  delay  at 
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the  ordnance  arsenal,  as  well  as  in  the  delivery  of  tents,  which 
be  obtained  from  the  present  contractors. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ^v!|!^|,rsoN 

Maior- General  Commandina, 


General  Orders,  )        War  Dbp't,  Adjt.-Gen.'s  Office, 

No.  19.         }  Washington,  May  9,  1861. 

I.  The  Department  of  the  Ohio  is  extended  so  as  to  embrace  so  much 
of  Western  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  as  lies  north  of  the  Great  Kana- 
wha north  and  west  of  the  Greenbrier,  thence  northward  to  the  south- 
west corner  of  Maryland,  thence  along  the  Western  Maryland  line  to 
the  Pennsylvania  line,  and  thence  northerly  to  the  northeast  corner  of 
McKean  County,  in  Pennsylvania, 

By  order: 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant- General 


Washington,  D.  C,  May  10, 1861. 

Brigadier-General  Butler, 

Commanding  Department  of  Annapolis,  Md. : 

General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  General-in-Chief  to  communicate  to 
you  the  following  decisions  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  reply  to  your 
highly  interesting  letter  of  May  8,  1801,  in  reference  to  affairs  at  Belay 
House,  near  Baltimore,  Md. : 

You  are  hereby  directed  to  examine  the  baggage  of  passengers  going 
west  from  Baltimore,  seizing  all  caps  and  munitions  of  war ;  also  to 
stop  all  provisions  going  west,  returning  them  to  the  consignees.  As 
to  groceries  you  may  permit  them  to  pass  if  you  deem  it  expedient. 
You  will  allow  the  volunteers  referred  to  in  your  paper  to  pass  unmo- 
lested, and  give  orders  for  the  cattle  at  Bellaire  to  pass  to  Baltimore  as 
suggested. 

I  need  not  add  that  your  course  is  fully  approved  by  the  War  De- 
partment. 

I  am,  &c, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General 


Washington,  May  11, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commanding  Department  of  Annapolis  t 

General:  General  Scott  is  informed  of  certain  reported  irregulari- 
ties committed  by  troops  guarding  road  from  Annapolis  to  Junction.  It 
being  represented  to  him  that  there  are  quartermaster  horses  at  Annap- 
olis or  others  available  for  such  service,  also  saddles  and  bridles  suffi- 
cient to  mount  fifty  men,  it  has  been  suggested  to  him  that  if  fifty  mounted 
men  could  be  posted  at  Millersville,  half  way  from  Annapolis  to  Junc- 
tion, a  guard  of  infantry  at  Annapolis  depot,  a  guard  at  Beltsville 
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also  of  infantry,  you  would  be  able,  by  causing  mounted  patrols  say  of 
ten  men  each,  passing  from  Millers  ville  to  Annapolis  and  from  Millers- 
ville  to  Annapolis  Junction,  to  secure  the  police  of  the  road,  especially 
as  it  has  to  be  passed  over  by  working  parties  after  each  heavy  train  to 
repair  breaks,  &c— be  enabled  to  concentrate  at  such  points'  as  you  may 
deem  expedient,  say  either  the  Junction  or  Annapolis,  the  small  detach- 
ments of  the  Fifth  New  York,  now  strung  along  the  road ;  by  which 
means  the  discipline  of  the  troops  may  be  improved  and  the  opportu- 
nities for  irregularities  lessened.  These  are  only  suggestions.  General 
Scott  does  not  desire  horses  to  be  purchased  for  this  service,  but  if  not 
already  at  Annapolis,  horses  may  be  expected  to  arrive  from  day  to  day, 
or  the  men  attached  to  battery  of  Sixth  and  Eighth  New  York  might 
be  detailed  for  this,  service.  The  Chief  of  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment sees  no  objection  for  this  use  of  the  number  of  horses  specified  from 
those  of  his  department  should  they  be  on  hand  or  arrive.  The  details 
of  this  arrangement,  if  it  meet  with  your  approval,  are  left  entirely  to 

2 our  discretion.  This  is  a  letter  of  suggestions,  not  orders,  so  far  as  re- 
btes  to  this  matter. 

The  General-in  Chief  desires  you,  as  Baltimore  is  withiu  your  depart- 
ment,  to  issue  an  order  to  Lieut.  Thomas  Grey,  Second  Artillery,  now 
discharging  the  duties  of  acting  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence  at 
Baltimore,  to  perform  the  duties  of  acting  assistant  quartermaster  at  the 
same  point. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SCHUYLER  HAMILTON, 
lAeu tenant-  Co lonel  and  Military  /Secretary. 


Relay  House,  May  11, 1861. 

The  Secretary  of  Wab: 

From  the  dispatch  I  received  from  Captain  Hamilton  I  fear  that  in  the 
haste  to  inform  you  of  the  capture  of  the  steam  gun  I  may  -have  laid 
myself  open  to  the  censure  of  having  claimed  more  credit  than  belonged, 
therefore  beg  leave  to  briefly  state  the  facts,  viz: 

Yesterday  I  received  information  of  the  gun  having  left  Baltimore.  I 
immediately  informed  Colonel  Lyons,  who  was  left  in  command  of  the 
brigade  by  General  Butler,  of  the  rumor.  He  deemed  it  unreliable,  and 
not  worthy  of  notice.  I  did  not  have  full  confidence  in  the  report,  but 
still  thought  it  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  looked  after.  It  was  finally 
decided  to  send  one  company  from  Colonel  Lyons'  regiment,  one  from 
my  command,  and  two  pieces  from  the  light  artillery.  I  arranged  iOr  a 
train  (by  seizure),  and  had  embarked  the  light  artillery  with  their  horses 
and  the  company  from  my  command,  and  started  the  train.  When  the 
company  from  Colonel  Lyons  appeared  I  stopped  the  train,  and  they  went 
aboard.  R.  R.  Hare,  esq.,  a  gentleman  connected  with  General  Butler's 
staff,  volunteered  and  went  forward  on  horseback,  and  overtook  the  gun, 
which  was  in  the  charge  of  two  men,  and  captured  it  alone,  and  with  the 
assistance  of  the  neighbors  held  it  until  the  arrival  of  the  train.  It  has 
been  brought  into  camp,  and  I  shall  set  some  machinist  at  work  to-day 
to  get  some  knowledge  of  it. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  F.  JONES, 
Colonel  Sixth  AfoMsachunetts 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  11, 1801. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Sib:  I  forward  for  the  information  of  the  General-in-Chief,  on  a  de- 
partment return,  a  detailed  statement  of  the  regiments  mustered  into- 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  which  are  or  have  been  in  the  depart- 
ment, and  the  present  condition  of  the  equipments.*  Eight  regiments 
in  excess  in  the  Pennsylvania  quota  arises  from  troops  having  been 
mustered  in  at  this  place  by  authority  and  no  attention  taken  of  them 
at  Harrisburg.  1  have  urged  and  pressed  the  equipping  of  these  regi- 
ments. The  commander  of  Frankford  Arsenal  reports  he  cannot  till 
before  the  25th  instant  the  orders  now  in  his  possession  for  twelve  reg- 
iments, three  of  which  are  at  Chambereburg  and  three  at  York.  No- 
requisition  for  ordnance  equipments  for  General  Negley's  commaud  has 
been  received,  and  Lieutenant  Treadwell,  the  ordnance  officer  at  the 
arsenal,  is,  by  orders  from  Washington,  providing  only  for  twelve  thou- 
sand four  hundred  men,  the  Pennsylvania  quota.  I  am  aware  that 
Maryland  has  been  invaded  from  Virginia  at  Harper's  Ferry,  but  in  the* 
present  condition  of  my  command  am  powerless. 

I  make  the  above  statement  that  the  General-in-Chief  may  not  rely 
at  present  upon  these  regiments  in  his  plan  of  attack  npon  Harper's. 
Ferry.  By  Wednesday  of  the  coming  week  one  regiment  at  York  and 
two  in  this  city  will  be  provided  with  accouterments.  I  request  to  be 
informed  if  troops  from  York  are  to  march  through  or  around  Bal- 
timore, and  whether  the  regiments  on  that  line  are  to  be  pushed  to- 
Washington.  The  railroad  hence  to  Baltimore  will  be  0]>ened  in  a  few 
days.  I  desire  also  to  be  informed  if  there  is  any  objection  to  using: 
this  route  through  Baltimore. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen  ant, 

It.  PATTERSON, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Philadelphia,  May  13, 18C1. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Wa*hUgton  t 

Dear  Sir:  I  called  to  day  on  Mr.  Thomson,  as  requested,  but  did  not 
see  him,  as  he  is  at  home  sick. 

I  have  discharged  a  large  number  of  propellers,  and  will  continue  to 
rapidly  reduce  the  number  employed.  I  shall  not,  however,  impair 
the  efficiency  of  the  route  via  Perryville  and  Annapolis  until  I  receive 
further  instructions.  But  as  the  route  is  now  open  between  Philadel- 
phia and  Washington  via  Baltimore,  and  also  between  Harrisburg  and 
Washington  by  the  way  of  the  Northern  Central,  I  think  the  number  of 
steamers  plying  between  Perryville  and  Annapolis  may  be  still  further 
reduced,  say  to  three  or  four,  unless  you  wish  to  continue  to  make  this 
line  the  chief  route,  about  which  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  your  instruc- 
tions. 

I  saw  Mr.  Garrett,  president  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Com- 
pany, on  Friday  last.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  he  will  now  volun- 
tarily and  cheerfully  make  the  road  from  Baltimore  to  Washington  en- 
tirely subservient  to  the  purposes  of  the  Government.  He  thinks,  and 
Mr.  Felton  concurs  in  the  opinion,  that  the  troops,  &c,  can  pass  through* 

•  Not  found. 
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Baltimore  without  any  danger  of  an  attack.  This  is  the  quickest  route, 
of  course.  I  think  that  both  of  these  companies  will  reduce  their  regu- 
lar charges  thirty -three  and  a  third  per  cent  for  all  Government  pur- 
poses. I  hope  that  the  Camden  and  Amboy  Company  will  consent  to 
a  similar  reduction.  If  so,  I  am  now  inclined  to  think  that  this  route 
will  be  the  cheapest,  and  it  will  certainly  be  the  most  simple  way  of 
transacting  the  business. 

I  am  acquiring  information  about  iron  propellers  suitable  for  gunboats, 
about  which  I  will  report  to-morrow  or  next  day.  Anything  of  the 
kind  that  is  required  can  be  built  as  quickly  as  it  can  be  procured  from 
England. 

Knowing  the  value  of  your  time,  I  shall  make  my  communications  as 
torief  as  possible. 

I  remain,  dear  sir,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  TUCKER. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  14, 1861. 

To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Sir  :  A  few  minutes  since  I  received  a  telegram  from  the  commander 
at  York  stating  General  Butler,  on  Federal  Hill,  Baltimore,  had  sent  a 
•special  messenger  for  re-enforcements.  At  the  same  time  came  another 
from  Col.  Andrew  Porter  stating  the  Northern  Central  Bailroad  was 
insecure  and  should  be  guarded  by  at  least  two  regiments. 

Lest  the  re-enforcements  should  be  checked  by  an  injury  to  the  road 
I  immediately,  as  I  telegraphed  you,  changed  the  route  of  the  command 
to  leave  to  day  to  the  direct  one,  and  have  arranged  for  General  Cad- 
walader  to  land  at  Locust  Point  to-morrow  morning  at  daybreak. 

General  Keim  has  been  directed  to  secure  to  day  the  Northern  Cen- 
tral Road,  after  which  other  troops,  as  they  are  prepared,  will  be  pushed 
over  the  route.  Two  regiments  will  leave  here  on  Thursday. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yojr  obedient  servant^ 

Major  General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dep't  op  Pennsylvania, 

No.  39.         J  Philadelphia,  May  14,  1861. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  George  Cadwalader,  commanding  First  Division,  will 
proceed  as  soon  as  practicable  to-day  to  Federal  Hill,  Baltimore,  with 
the  regiments  now  equipped,  and  assume  command  of  the  troops  in  that 
vicinity. 

The  quartermaster  will  at  once  provide  transportation. 
By  order  of  Major  General  Pattersou : 

F.  J..  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General 


Special  Orders,  >  Hdqrs.  Dep't  op  Pennsylvania, 

No.  41.         /  Philadelphia,  May  14,  1861. 

In  place  of  halting  in  Baltimore,  as  directed  in  Special  Orders,  No.  39, 
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of  this  date,  General  Oadwalader  will  proceed  with  his  command  to 
Washington  City. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Patterson : 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General 


Washington,  May  14,  1801. 

General  Patterson,  Philadelphia  s 

Your  telegram  of  this  date  is  received.  It  is  not  known  what  reason 
yon  can  have  had  for  sending  more  troops  to  Fort  McHenry.  The  gar- 
rison is  supposed  to  be  amply  sufficient,  and  no  more  can  be  accommo- 
dated. Let  the  troops  come  as  at  first  ordered.  Baltimore  is  within 
General  Butler's  department 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Scott : 

B.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  14,  1861. 

To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Washington  City : 

Sir:  This  instant  (4.30  p.  m.)  1  received  your  telegram  of  this  date 
stating  the  General  in  Chief  knows  no  cause  for  sending  as  I  did  troops 
to  Fort  McHenry,  &a  Explanation,  additional  to  that  of  this  morning 
(copy  herewith),  is  now  respectfully  presented. 

In  the  absence  of  more  direct  information,  the  call  of  General  Butler 
direct  upon  Major-General  Keim,  at  York,  appeared  so  urgent  that  I 
should  have  been  derelict  in  duty  if  I  had  failed  to  respond  in  the 
most  effective  manner,  e.,  by  sending  direct  from  here,  thus  re-enforc- 
ing the  troops  on  Federal  Hill  eight  hours  earlier  than  by  Harrisburg. 
On  Lieutenant-Colonel  Porter's  telegram,  then  just  received,  that  the 
road  was  insecure  and  should  be  guarded  by  two  regiments  before  other 
troops  were  sent  over  it,  I  ordered  from  York  troops  (for  the  first  time 
telegraphed  as  equipped)  to  seize  and  secure  the  road  for  future  use. 
Only  one  regiment  was  available.  I  feared  if  the  road  was  passed  over 
by  a  portion  of  the  command  (insufficient  to  re-enforce  and  to  guard) 
it  might  be  rendered  impracticable  before  the  passage  of  troops  from 
here.  It  is  too  late  to  turn  General  Cadwalader's  command  from  the 
direct  route. 

Your  telegram  apprises  me  for  the  first  time  that  Baltimore  is  em- 
braced within  the  limits  of  General  Butler's  department.  I  was  making 
preparations  to  advance  and  take  up,  temporarily,  my  headquarters  in 
that  city. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  PATTERSON, 


Washington,  May  15,  1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  R.  Patterson,  Commanding,  <£c.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. : 

When  I  telegraphed  you  about  the  sufficiency  of  the  garrison  at  Fort 
McHenry  I  did  not  know  that  General  Butler  had  called  for  Pennsyl- 
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vanians  to  re-enforce  him.  He  had  ooonpied  Baltimore  without  ibv 
knowledge,  and  was  equally  without  authority  in  his  call  for  Pennsyl- 
vania troops. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Washington,  May  15,  1861. 
John  Tucker,  General  Agent  of  Transportation  : 

Sib:  Your  communication  of  the  13th  is  received,  and  its  recommen- 
dations generally  approved. 

The  importance  of  keeping  the  line  of  transportation  open  via  Perry- 
ville  and  Annapolis,  in  case  of  emergency,  is  fully  recognized  and  ad- 
mitted by  the  Department.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  thought  best  to 
recommend  that  the  number  of  propellers  on  that  route  be  reduced  to 
the  lowest  number  warranted  by  the  circumstances.  It  is  not  probable 
that  the  route  will  be  employed  for  transportation  of  Government  stores 
at  present.  In  view  of  this  you  are  directed  to  employ  the  Central  Bail- 
road  of  New  Jersey  and  the  Camden  and  Amboy  routes  in  forwarding 
stores,  munitions,  &c,  to  this  point  and  intermediate  points  from  New 
York.  The  capacity  of  those  routes  will  doubtless  prove  equal  to  the 
ordinary  demands,  should  the  route  via  Baltimore  remain  unobstructed. 
The  work  will  also  be  accomplished  with  greater  dispatch,  as  well  as 
with  a  great  reduction  of  expense  to  the  Government,  as  you  suggest 

Thanking  you  for  the  promptness  and  conciseness  of  your  report,  very 
truly  yours, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary. of  War. 


Washington,  May  15, 1861. 
Brevet  Brigadier-General  Cadwalader: 

Sir  :  This  department  is  much  in  want  of  more  troops  for  defensive 
purposes.  After  retaining  a  reasonable  force  for  the  occupation  of  Bal- 
timore (independent  of  Fort  McHenry),  the  Belay  House,  the  Junction, 
and  Annapolis,  as  also  for  holding  and  protecting  the  railroads  between 
those  points  and  Bladensburg,  you  will  send  the  whole  surplus  within 
your  command  to  this  place.  It  is  supposed  that  four  regiments  will 
amply  suffice  in  the  Department  of  Annapolis  for  the  foregoing  objects. 

The  headquarters  of  the  Department  of  Annapolis  may  be,  upon 
notice,  changed  by  the  commander  from  and  to  the  principal  points 
therein,  who  will  report  on  the  sufficiency  of  the  number  of  troops  sug- 
gested above. 

I  write  by  command  of  Lieutenant  -  General  Scott. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  D.  0.,  May  15, 1861. 

To  Brevet  Major-General  Cadwalader, 

Or  Commanding  General  of  Baltimore: 

If  Brevet  Major-General  Cadwalader  be  in  Baltimore  with  regiments 
of  Pennsylvanians,  let  him  halt  there  with  them  and  relieve  Bngadier- 
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General  Butler  in  the  command  of  the  Department  of  Annapolis,  where- 
upon the  brigadier  will  repair  to  Fort  Monroe  and  assume  the  command 
of  that  important  point. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


General.  Orders,  \     H  dors.  Department  of  Annapolis, 

No.  1.  i  Baltimore,  Md.,  May  15,  1861. 

I.  Brevet  Major-General  Cadwalader  assumes  command  of  the  De- 
partment of  Annapolis,  and  establishes  his  headquarters,  until  further 
orders,  at  Baltimore,  Md. 

•  •••••• 

By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Cadwalader : 

THOS.  H.  NEILL, 
Captain,  Fifth  Infantry,  A.  A.  A.  G. 


Washington,  May  10, 1861. 

Bvt  Maj.  Gen.  G.  CADWALADER.  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Department  of  Annapolis,  Baltimore,  Md. : 

Sir  :  I  have  already,  by  the  direction  of  the  General-in-Chief,  ad- 
dressed to  you  a  letter  and  a  telegram  of  yesterday's  date,  and  have 
received  your  acknowledgment  of  the  letter.  Herewith  you  will  receive 
a  power  to  arrest  persons  under  certain  circumstances,  and  to  hold  them 
prisoners  though  they  should  be  demanded  by  writs  of  habeas  corpus. 

This  is  a  high  and  delicate  trust,  and,  as  you  cannot  fail  to  perceive, 
to  be  executed  with  judgment  and  discretion.  Nevertheless,  in  times 
of  civil  strife,  errors,  if  any,  should  be  on  the  side  of  safety  to  the 
country.  This  is  the  language  of  the  General-in-Chief  himself,  who 
desires  an  early  report  from  you  on  the  subject  of  the  number  of  troops 
deemed  necessary  for  your  department 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — The  Lieutenant-General  desires  me  to  add  that  he  has  just  been 
instructed  by  highest  authority  to  cause  Mr.  Boss  Winans,  of  Balti- 
more, now  a  military  prisoner  at  Fort  McHenry,  to  be  liberated  on  con- 
dition of  his  written  parole,  to  this  effect :  "  I  solemnly  give  my  parole  of 
honor  that  I  will  not  opeuly  or  covertly  commit  any  act  of  hostility 
against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  pending  existing  troubles 
or  hostilities  between  the  said  Government  and  the  Southern  seceded 
States,  or  any  one  of  them." 


Headquarters  Department  of  Annapolis, 

Baltimore,  May  16, 1861. 

To  Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Sir  :  I  have  already  written  two  letters  to  you  to-day  in  reply  to  your 
two  letters  of  yesterday's  date,#  and  have  since  received  your  letter 

•  Only  one  letter  found. 
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>f  this  date.  In  regard  to  the  number  of  troops  deemed  necessary  for 
Mi  is  department,  I  have  already  in  my  letters  of  this  date  expressed  the 
difficulty  which  I  experience  in  forming  an  opinion  from  not  having  had 
time  since  my  arrival  to  visit  any  other  of  this  department,  or  to  con- 
verse or  receive  reports  from  any  officer  in  command  of  troops. 

In  forming  any  opinion  upon  this  subject  I  would  be  guided  by  a  con- 
sideration of  the  question  of  a  probability  of  an  advance  of  hostile 
troops,  of  which  probability  I  have  no  means  of  obtaining  information. 
Should  no  such  advance  take  place,  I  should  suppose  one  or  two  regi- 
ments here  sufficient  for  present  protection,  if  there  should  be  nothing 
to  develop  the  hidden  and  stifled  sympathies  which  certainly  exist,  and 
of  which  I  have  the  candid  admission  of  persons  of  high  standing  here, 
who  assume  to  be  in  favor  of  the  Government  and  the  Union,  but  who 
would  immediately  take  part  against  it  if  their  fears  of  the  conse- 
quences were  removed. 

On  receipt  of  your  letter,  which  gave  me  the  first  official  [informationl 
I  had  that  Mr.  Ross  u  nans  was  a  military  prisoner  at  Fort  McHenry,  I 
sent  an  officer  to  read  to  him  the  condition  of  the  written  parole,  upon 
acceptance  of  which  I  was  instructed  to  liberate  him.  The  result  was 
that  Mr.  Winans  signed  the  parole  and  was  immediately  liberated.  I 
inclose  the  parole  duly  signed  and  witnessed. 

I  have  to  report  that  on  leaving  Philadelphia  three  regiments  of  the 
First  Division  of  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  commanded  by  Colonels 
Ballier,  Gray,  and  Owen,  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States 
(and  not  then  furnished  with  clothing  and  equipments),  were  directed 
to  remain  until  properly  equipped.  The  regiments  of  Colonels  Dare  and 
Nagle  are  fully  equipped,  and  are  stationed  upon  the  Philadelphia!  Wil- 
mington and  Baltimore  Railroad  near  to  Havre  de  Grace  and  Perryville. 
They  could,  if  it  was  desired,  be  brought  forward  immediately  and 
replaced  by  the  regiments  before  mentioned  or  by  two  regiments  from 
Ohio  that  were  in  camp  near  Philadelphia  when  I  left  there.  I  think  it 
proper  to  mention  the  fact,  although  having  nothing  to  do  with  my 
present  command. 

The  power  to  arrest  persons  under  certain  circumstances,  and  to  hold 
them  prisoners  though  they  should  be  demanded  by  writs  of  habeas 
corpus,  is  certainly  a  high  and  delicate  trust  I  will  use  every  effort  to 
execute  it,  if  necessary,  with  prudence  and  discretion,  and  with  the  best 
judgment  I  am  capable  of  giving  to  the  subject  As  a  matter  of  cau- 
tion I  would  merely  state  that  I  did  not  receive  any  further  power  to 
arrest  persons  under  circumstances  than  that  which  is  contained  in  your 
letter  of  this  date,  as  your  letter  seems  perhaps  to  imply  that  I  was  to 
receive  a  power  with  instructions  to  accompany  the  letter.  Awaiting 
your  orders,  either  by  letter  or  telegraph, 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

GEO.  CADWALADER, 
Bvevet  Major -Qefttral^  Commanding. 


Washington,  May  18, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  U.  8.  Volunteers: 

Sir:  You  win  proceed  to  Fort  Monroe  and  assume  the  command  of 
that  post,  when  Colonel  Dimick  will  limit  his  command  to  the  regular 
troops,  composing  a  part  of  its  garrison,  but  will,  by  himself  and  his 
officers,  give  such  aid  in  the  instruction  of  the  volunteers  as  you  may 
direct 
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Besides  the  present  garrison  of  Fort  Monroe,  consisting  of  seven  com- 
panics  of  regular  artillery,  portions  of  two  Massachusetts  regiments  of 
volunteers,  and  a  regiment  of  Vermont  volunteers,  nine  additional 
regiments  of  volunteers  from  New  York  may  soon  be  expected  there. 
Only  a  small  portion,  if  any,  of  these  can  be  conveniently  quartered  or 
encamped  in  the  fort,  the  greater  part  if  not  the  whole  area  of  which 
will  be  necessary  for  exercise  on  the  ground.  The  nine  additional  regi- 
ments must  therefore  be  encamped  in  the  best  positions  outside  of 
and  as  near  the  fort  as  may  be.  For  this  purpose  it  is  hoped  that  a 
pine  forest  north  of  the  fort  and  near  the  bay  may  be  found  to  furnish 
tha  necessary  ground  and  shade  for  some  three  thousand  men,  though 
somewhat  distant  from  drinking  and  cooking  water:  this,  as  well  as 
fuel,  it  may  be  necessary  to  bring  to  the  camp  on  wheels.  The  Quar- 
termaster's Department  has  been  instructed  to  furnish  the  necessary 
vehicles,  casks,  and  draught  animals. 

The  war  garrison  of  Fort  Monroe  against  a  formidable  army  provided 
with  an  adequate  siege-train  is  about  2,500  men.  Ton  will  soon  have 
there,  inside  and  out,  near  three  times  that  number.  Assuming  1,500 
men  as  a  garrison  adequate  to  resist  any  probable  attack  in  the  next 
six  months  for  at  least  many  days  or  weeks,  you  will  consider  the  re- 
mainder of  the  force  under  your  command  disposable  for  aggressive 
purposes,  and  employ  it  accordingly. 

In  respect  to  more  distant  operations  you  may  expect  specific  instruc- 
tions at  a  later  date.  In  the  mean  time  I  will  direct  ytfnr  attention  to 
the  following  objects : 

L  Not  to  let  the  enemy  erect  batteries  to  annoy  Fort  Monroe; 

2.  To  capture  any  batteries  the  enemy  in  iy  have  within  a  half-day's 
march  of  you,  or  which  may  be  reached  by  Lmd  ; 

3.  The  same  in  respect  to  the  enemy's  baiteries  at  or  above  Oraney 
Island,  though  requiring  water  craft ;  and 

4.  To  menace  and  to  recapture  the  navy-yard  at  Gosport  in  order  to 
complete  its  destruction,  with  its  contents,  except  what  it  may  be  prao- 


It  is  expected  that  you  put  yourself  into  free  communication  with  the 
commander  of  the  United  States  naval  forces  in  Hampton  Roads,  and 
invite  his  cordial  co  operation  with  you  in  all  operations  in  whole  or  in 
part  by  water,  and  no  doubt  he  will  have  received  corresponding  in- 
structions from  the  Navy  Department. 

Boldness  in  execution  is  nearly  always  necessary,  but  in  planning  and 
fitting  out  expeditions  or  detachments  great  circumspection  is  a  virtue. 
In  important  cases,  where  time  clearly  permits,  be  sure  to  submit  your 
plans  and  ask  instructions  from  higher  authority.  Communicate  with 
me  often  and  fully  on  all  matters  important  to  the  service. 
I  remain,  with  great  respect,  yours, 


Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  an  order  from  General  Scott  transferring 
the  command  of  the  Department  of  Annapolis  to  General  Oadwalader 
and  ordering  me  to  Fort  Monroe.  What  does  this  meant  Is  it  a  cen- 
sure upon  my  action  I  Is  it  because  I  have  caused  Winans  to  be 
arrested  f  Is  it  because  of  my  proving  successful  in  bringing  Balti- 
more, to  subjection  and  quiet  f 

41  E  B — VOL  II 


W  INFIELD  SCOTT. 


Baltimore,  May  18, 1861. 
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Cadwalader  may  release  Winans— probably  will.  You 
against  that. 

If  my  services  are  no  longer  desired  by  the  Department,  I  am  quite 
content  to  be  relieved  altogether,  bnt  I  will  not  be  disgraced.  In  all 
I  have  done  I  have  acted  solely  according  to  what  I  believed  to  be  the 
wishes  of  the  President,  General  Scott,  and  yourself. 

I  am  not  disposed  to  be  troublesome  to  you,  but  I  wish  this  matter 
might  be  laid  before  the  President.  To  be  relieved  of  a  command  of  a 
department  and  sent  to  command  a  fort,  without  a  word  of  comment, 
is  something  unusual  at  least,  and  I  am  so  poor  a  soldier  as  not  to  under- 
stand it  otherwise  than  in  the  light  of  a  reproof. 

At  least,  I  desire  a  personal  interview  with  you  and  with  the  Presi- 
dent before  I  accept  further  service.   This  will  be  handed  you  by  my 
friend  and  aide-de-camp,  B.  8.  Pay,  jr.,  who  knows  its  contents,  and  is 
able  to  represent  me  fully  to  you. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

BBNJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Navy- Yard,  Washington,  D.  C, 

May  18,  1861, 

Hon.  W.  H.  Seward: 

The  Anacostia  is  just  in  and  reports  a  battery  at  Aquia  Creek,  four 
guns,  and  one  of  heavy  caliber.  Work  not  completed.  About  two 
hundred  men  on  it. 

JNO.  A.  DAHLGRBN, 

Commander. 


Cincinnati,  May  20, 1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron: 

Important  to  occupy  Cumberland  at  once.  Advices  indicate  move- 
ment through  it  on  Western  Virginia  to  influence  election.  Occupation 
of  Cumberland  will  stop  the  movement  I  hope  Ohio  contingent  will 
not  be  limited  to  nine  regiments — be  brought  up  to  twenty.  I  have  as 
yet  received  neither  instructions  nor  authority.  My  hands  tied  until  I 
have  one  or  the  other.   Every  day  of  importance. 

GEO.  B.  MoCLELLAN, 

Major  General 


Headquarters  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  21, 1861. 

Ool.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Headquarters  of  the  Army : 

Colonel:  In  the  absence  of  General  Patterson  I  forward  the  accom- 
panying report  of  the  capture  of  parties  engaged  in  the  burning  of 
bridges.  I  suggested  to  Colonel  Dare  that  he  should  ascertain  if  the 
civil  authorities  in  the  district  where  the  offense  was  committed  would 
take  cognizance  of  these  cases,  and  hold  the  men  by  bail  to  appear  in 
future;  if  they  would  do  so,  to  turn  them  over,  first  (as  I  understand 
they  are  responsible  persons)  requiring  them  to  take  oath  to  commit 
no  act  of  hostility  against  the  United  States.   If  the  civil  authorities 
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Till  receive  these  men  I  think  the  effect  of  offering  them  will  be  a  happy 

ient  servant, 
F.  J.  PORTER, 


HEADQUARTERS  CAMP  bUSQUEHANNA, 

Perryville,  Md\,  May  19, 1861. 

Maj.  F.  J.  Porter,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  last  evening  signal  rockets 
were  reported  in  direction  of  Aberdeen.  I  immediately  proceeded  to 
Havre  de  Grace  (Lientenant-Colonel  Birney  being  absent),  arid  finding 
they  were  not  according  to  code  agreed  upon,  considered  no  re-enforce- 
ment necessary.  I  proceeded  to  Aberdeen  to  ascertain  why  the  rockets 
had  been  fired,  and  at  that  post  they  were  reported  as  having  been  seen 
in  direction  of  Perrymansville.  Taking  a  guard  to  that  point,  I  found 
all  quiet. 

Information  having  been  given  in  relation  to  Capt.  Benedict  H.  Kean, 
in  command  of  Spesutia  Rangers,  William  B.  Michael,  and  Thomas 
Wilson,  Captain  Hoffman,  of  Company  £,  First  Regiment  P.  C.  G.. 
arrested  them ;  the  first  as  in  command  of  forces  hostile  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  two  latter-named  gentlemen  as  being  engaged  in  de- 
struction of  bridges.  The  arrests  were  made  quietly,  and  every  consid- 
eration shown  to  the  gentlemen  detained.  They  were  taken  to  Perryville 
and  lodged  at  my  quarters. 

From  representations  made  by  Captain  Eean  and  by  other  parties, 
the  Spesutia  Rangers  have  not  been  engaged  or  intending  to  engage 
against  the  Government.  His  action  in  opposing  the  destruction  of 
the  bridges,  as  represented  by  credible  parties,  induced  his  release  on 
parole  of  honor  to  appear  if  wanted.  The  others  I  believe  to  have  been 
engaged  in  destruction  of  bridges,  and  that  the  evidence  will  be  ample 
to  sustain  the  met  I  am  now  detaining  them  until  I  receive  instruc- 
tions from  headquarters. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAS.  P.  DARE, 


J      Hdqrs.  Department  op  Virginia, 


No.  1.  S  Fort  Monroe,  Va.x  May  22, 1861. 

In  compliance  with  instructions  from  the  Lieutenant  General  com- 
manding the  Army,  the  undersigned  hereby  assumes  command  of  this 
department. 

•  •••••• 

BRNJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Annapolis, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  May  22, 1861. 

t.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 
Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  0. : 

Colonel:  Your  letter  dated  the  20th  instant*  came  duly  to  hand. 

•  Not  found. 
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The  copy  of  the  power  to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  had  been 
previously  received  with  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant 

I  have  had  such  constant  claims  upon  my  time  here  in  seizing  arms 
and  ammunition,  and  in  arranging  the  details  with  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad  Company  of  the  understanding  in  regard  to  goods  pass- 
ing over  their  railroad,  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  accomplish  more 
than  to  keep  up  the  necessary  correspondence  with  the  officers  command 
ing  posts,  and  to  give  the  necessary  attention  to  the  troops  here  prepar- 
atory to  a  visit  to  the  different  posts  of  the  department,  with  a  view  to 
possess  myself  of  its  affairs,  and  to  communicate  such  suggestions  as 
may  occur  to  me  as  proper  in  regard  to  the  withdrawal  of  small  out- 
posts near  Annapolis.  There  is  a  large  quantity  of  powder  of  which  I 
have  information  stored  near  this  city,  which  I  was  about  to  seize  to-day, 
but  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  where  to  place  it  The  magazine  at  Fort 
McHenry  is  full,  and  1  do  not  like  to  move  it  until  it  is  decided  where 
it  is  to  go.  I  should  like  to  have  instructions  upon  this  subject  There 
is  a  magazine  belonging  to  the  city  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town 
where  it  could  be  stored,  but  it  would  require  a  strong  guard,  as  it  is  so 
far  from  the  other  positions  occupied  by  the  troops. 

I  inclose  a  copy  of  instructions  given  by  me  to  Colonel  Jones,  com- 
mandiDg  officer  at  the  Belay  House,  in  relation  to  goods  passing  over 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad.  On  my  return  from  Annapolis  to 
the  Relay  House,  if  the  General-in-Chief  desires  a  personal  interview,  I 
could  go  over  to  Washington  and  return  the  same  day ;  otherwise,  I 
would  communicate  in  writing  what  I  may  have  to  say. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

GEO.  CADWALADER, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  May  22, 1861. 

Col.  Edward  F.  Jones, 

Colonel  :  Until  further  orders  you  will  pass  over  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad  groceries,  such  as  tea,  sugar,  coffee,  spices,  and  dry  goods, 
&c,  except  uniform  clothing,  and  such  goods,  in  quantities  as  could  be 
used  as  clothing  for  troops.  Goods  in  your  judgment  designated  bona 
fide  for  country  stores  in  the  territory  upon  the  lines  of  the  road  and  its 
branches  may  be  passed  at  your  discretion. 
1  am,  very  respectiuiiy,  yours, 

GEO.  CADWALADER, 
Brevet  Major- General,.  U.  8.  Army,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Philadelphia,  May  22,  1801. 

Col.  Samuel  Yohe, 

First  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Woodberry,  Md. : 

Sir  :  The  unqniet  state  of  the  country  and  the  point  you  now  occupy 
in  the  vicinity  of  Baltimore  and  the  road  to  Frederick,  Md.,  makes  your 
position  of  the  highest  importance  in  a  civil  as  well  as  military  point  of 
view.  The  proper  execution  of  your  duties  calls  for  great  activity  on 
your  part,  and  watchfulness  on  the  part  of  your  command,  that  no  aid 
or  comfort  goes  to  Harper's  Ferry,  or  those  arrayed  in  arms' against  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


QtofenLI  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION.  645 

United  States,  and  also  requires  of  you  the  exercise  of  sound  judgment, 
that  while  securing  the  interests  of  the  United  States  and  the  safety  of 
you  do  not  unnecessarily  trench  upon  the  right  of  citi- 


The  safety  of  the  Northern  Central  Railroad  is  intrusted  to  you,  but 
that  is  not  all;  yon  are  to  see  to  the  quietude  of  the  country  adjacent 
your  stations,  and  if  at  any  time  you  know  of  armed  bodies  of  men  out- 
side of  Baltimore  collected  with  hostile  intent,  and  the  force  be  not  too 
strong  to  overcome  and  overawe  with  that  at  your  disposal,  you  will 
arrest  them,  by  surprise,  if  possible,  and  hold  them  subject  to  future 
orders.  Men  not  known  to  be  friendly,  drilling  at  night,  or  secretly, 
must  be  looked  upon  with  suspicion  of  hostile  intent  and  treated  accord- 
ingly ;  and  also  wagons  with  supplies  of  large  amount  leaving  Balti- 
more at  night,  munitions,  arms,  &c,  not  designed  for  the  United  States, 
should  be  seized  and  held  till  properly  accounted  for. 

Over  the  road  to  Frederick  a  surveillance  must  be  exercised,  and  so 
soon  as  there  is  ample  force  at  your  disposal  it  should  be  stationed  on 
that  road  within  your  reach. 

The  city  of  Baltimore  is  within  the  command  of  Bvt  Major-General 
George  Gadwalader,  and  you  must  be  careful  to  avoid  interfering  with 
his  prerogatives:  but  if  through  force  of  circumstances  you  should 
be  forced  suddenly  to  act  within  his  limits,  you  will  report  your  act  to 
him  and  the  reason  therefor.  Where  time  will  permit,  yon  will  report 
irregularities  to  General  Cadwalader  for  his  action. 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  commanding  general  desires  me  to  say 
he  wishes  to  hear  from  you  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  may  offer,  in 
relation  to  the  feeling  of  the  people  in  your  vicinity ;  the  discipline  of 
your  command,  and  other  matters  you  deem  of  interest  and  importance. 
The  fact  that  everything  is  quiet  is  of  importance  to  report. 

You  are  also  desired  to  maintain  strict  discipline,  and  to  drill  contin- 
uously ;  also  to  instruot  your  sentinels  to  permit  no  gatherings  around 
them;  to  walk  their  post :  talk' to  no  one  unnecessarily,  and  to  be  vigi- 
lant at  all  times.  Tents  for  your  regiment  will  soon  be  sent  to  yon.  In 
the  mean  time  you  will  protect  them  from  the  weather  by  hiring  such 
proper  houses  as  may  be  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  road. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General 

P.  S. — General  Eeim  is  ordered  to  relieve  by  others  the  companies  of 
your  regiment  north  of  Gunpowder  Bridge.  You  will  then  collect  them 
and  distribute  them  so  as  to  re-enforce  your  post  and  have  a  disposable 
force. 


Udqrs.  Pennsylvania  MilitiAjQuartermaster's Dep't, 

Earrisburg,  Pa.,  May  22, 1861. 

Maj.  F.  J.  Porter, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  V.  8.  Army: 

Sir:  This  morning  in  Philadelphia  Major-General  Patterson  insisted 
on  my  delivering  to  the  troops  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  the  accoutermenta  I  have  had  made  for  the  militia  of  this  State. 
I  partly  agreed  to  do  so,  but  on  my  arrival  here  I  find  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  saying  that  arrangements  had  been  made  to  supply 
from  the  U.  S.  arsenals  all  the  accoutermenta  necessary  for  the  troops 
"  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 


Digitized  by  Google 


646  OPERATIONS  IN  MD.,  PA.,  VA.,  AND  W.  VA.       (Chat.  FX 

Under  these  circumstances,  what  can  I  dot  The  United  States  has 
not  got  the  acconterments  ready,  as  General  Patterson  informed  me, 
and  the  United  States  seems  to  be  unwilling  to  take  what  I  have  on 
hand.  If  the  United  States  want  these  now  they  can  have  them,  and 
let  our  Pennsylvania  reserve  troops  receive  a  like  number  from  the 
United  States  as  soon  as  they  can  get  them  ready.  I  inclose  copy  of 
letter  from  Secretary  of  War. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  C.  KALE, 
Quartermaster-- General,  Pennsylvania  Militia. 

P.  S. — Please  let  me  hear  from  you  by  telegraph  to-morrow  whether 
I  shall  deliver  accoutermente  or  not. 

War  Department,  May  20,  1861. 

R.  0.  Hajlb,  Esq., 

f  \~  .  ~  .  #  A  .  -  -  ^_  r\  4  s\  \i  yfeM  am  y»  /  7)au  m  q..  7- .  _        V  VI  llji  K'.XXt  O  J»  *  ■  H/|  M  9rf  ■ 

M^v  "        w  II w  W'O  vC/  »     V*  v  ¥wGw  W* V4    A  vrf  flO  V  »  vl*  »  *■  AA  l*»  »        1/  M*»  £/?         BWl  • 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  relative  to  infantry 
acconterments,  was  received  and  its  suggestions  taken  into  considera- 
tion. Arrangements  have  been  made  tor  procuring  and  issuing  from 
the  U.  S.  arsenals  acconterments  in  ample  quantities  to  supply  all  the 
troops  mustered  into  the  U.  S.  service,  and  it  would  be  unadvisable,  in 
my  opinion,  to  provide  them  otherwise. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Departmbnt  op  Pennsylvania, 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  23, 1861. 

OoL  E.  D.  Town  send, 

A,  A.  0.f  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Washington  City: 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  verbal  intimation  from  the  General-in-Chief 
I  present  for  his  information  in  tabular  form  the  locations  of  the  regi 
ments  now  in  this  department;  the  condition  of  their 'equipment,  ac- 
conterments, clothing,  &c,  and  the  probable  time  they  can  be  put  in 
motion,  fully  equipped.  The  probable  time  is  based  on  the  accompany- 
ing statement  from  the  commander  of  Frankford  Arsenal,  to  which  I 
respectfully  refer.  I  also  call  attention  to  the  offer  herewith  of  the 
quartermaster-general  of  this  State.*  With  his  aid  six  regiments  can  be 
thrown  into  the  field  as  rapidly  as  the  accouterments  can  be  distributed, 
say  Monday.  Without  his  assistance  (accepted  by  telegraph  through 
me)  the  term  of  service  of  some  of  the  regiments  will  expire  before  they 
are  equipped,  or  they  will  be  provided  at  so  distant  a  day  that  new 
shoes  and  other  clothing  will  have  to  be  issued,  unless  accouterments 
are  provided  outside  of  this  department.  Colonel  Hale  offers  some  four 
thousand  sets.  I  am  anxious  to  forward  the  views  of  the  General-in- 
Chief  and  to  execute  his  designs,  and  will  be  much  gratified  to  have  the 
means  of  putting  in  the  field  regiments  well  drilled  and  desirous  of  seeing 
service.  If  desirable,  they  can  be  sent  forward  without  accouterments, 

*Not  found. 
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but  without  them  the  men  lack  confidence  in  each  other  and 
vere  injuries. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  PATTERSON, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

P.  S.— If  Colonel  Hale's  offer  be  accepted  I  shall  at  once  eqnip  the 
Twelfth  and  Thirteenth  Regiments,  at  York;  Eighth  and  Tenth,  at 
Chambersburg ;  Fourteenth  and  Fifteenth,  at  Lancaster;  and  Twentieth 
and  Twenty  first,  at  Philadelphia,  from  those  accout 
plied  the  first  of  next  week  by  Lieutenant  Tread  well. 


Pennsylvania  Volunteer t. — One  regimentatWoodberry.Md..  complete, 
except  tents;  two  regiments  at  York,  all  ready  for  service;  three  regi- 
ments at  York,  tents  by  27th,  no  accou torments;  three  regiments  at 
Chambersburg,  tents  by  27th,  accouterments  by  30th ;  *  three  regiments 
at  Philadelphia,  no  accouterments,  rest  ready  by  25th;  two  regiments 
at  Lancaster,  no  accouterments,  rest  ready  by  25th ;  two  regiments  at 
West  Chester,  no  accou  terra  en  te,  rest  ready  by  25th,  except  clothing, 
very  deficient;  one  regiment  at  Havre  de  Grace  and  one  at  Elk  ton  and 
Perry  ville,  all  ready  for  service  by  replacing  them  at  their  "poRts  by 
Delaware  Volunteers;  one  company  cavalry  at  Philadelphia,  provided 
with  nothing. 

Delaware  Volunteer One  regiment  at  Wilmington,  deficient  in  cloth- 
ing; two  companies  only  with  accouterments.  in  other  respects  ready. 

Note. — May  23,  Oeneral  Patterson  ordered:  two  regiments,  marked  • 
above,  to  camp  of  instruction  at  Suffolk  Park ;  the  regiments  at  Havre 
de  Grace  and  Perry  ville  to  go  into  camp  at  those  places. 


Fbankeoed  Absenal,  May  23,  1801. 

Maj.  F.  J.  Porter, 

A.  A.  0.,  Sdqrt.  Dej?t  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  Pa.: 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  to-day  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  for 
the  information  of  the  general  commanding,  that  only  two  thousand 
two  hundred  and  ninety-nine  sets  of  round-ball  accouterments  are  to 
be  received  from  the  Philadelphia  manufacturers.  I  will  be  able  to 
equip  the  Seventh  Regiment,  at  Chambersburg.  to  morrow,  and  the 
Eighth  and  Tenth  Regiments  probably  early  next  week. 

As  I  have  no  further  orders  for  accouterments  to  give  out,  my  further 
supply  will  be  derived  from  Newark,  from  a  contract  recently  made  to 
deliver  twenty  thousand  sets  at  this  arsenal,  dated  May  15,  at  the  rate 
of  eight  hundred  or  more  sets  per  week,  the  first  delivery  to  be  made 
in  ten  days  from  date  of  contract.  I  will  also  receive  from  the  Philadel- 
phia makers  eight  thousand  five  hundred  sets  of  elongated-ball  accou- 
terments, and  will  be  able  to  equip  regiments  requiring  these  at  the  rate 
of  about  three  thousand  sets  per  week.  I  have  communicated  with  the 
Newark  contractor  for  twenty  thousand,  requiring  him  to  deliver  first 
five  thousand  sets  of  round  ball  accouterments,  and  requesting  him  to 
send  here  as  soon  as  possible  any  of  this  or  any  other  kind  he  may  have 
ready.  Three  thousand  sets  of  round-ball  accouterments,  ordered  to 
Washington  Arsenal,  have  delayed  the  supplying  of  the  Pennsylvania 
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regiments  from  this  arsenal   I  will  fill  the  requisitions  in  the  order  desig- 
nated in  your  letter  as  rapidly  as  the  stores  are  received. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  TEE ADWELL, 


General  Orders,  >    Hdqrs.  Department  of  Annapolis, 

No.  3.  /  Baltimore,  Md\,  May  23, 186L 

I.  By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  the  military  department  called 
the  Department  of  Annapolis  includes  the  country  for  twenty  miles  on 
each  side  of  the  railroad  from  Annapolis  to  the  city  of  Washington  as 
far  as  Bladensburg,  Maryland. 

•  •••••• 

By  order  of  Brevet  Major-General  Oadwalader : 

THOS.  H.  NEILL, 
C&ptatH)  Fifth  Infantt^y,  A.  A.  A.  Q* 


Headquarters  Army, 

Washington,  May  24, 1861. 

General  MoClellan,  U.  8.  A.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  : 

We  have  certain  intelligence  that  at  least  two  companies  of  Virginia 
troops  have  reached  Grafton,  evidently  with  the  purpose  of  overawing 
the  friends  of  the  Union  in  Western  Virginia.  Can  you  counteract  the 
influence  of  that  detachment  f  Act  promptly,  and  Major  Oakes,  at 
Wheeling,  may  give  you  valuable  assistance. 

WLNFIELD  SCOTT. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  May  24, 1861. 

Lieutenant-General  Winfield  Scott: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  post  Wednesday  morn- 
ing at  8  o'clock.  I  found  that  no  troops  had  arrived  except  some 
recruits  for  the  Third  and  Fourth  Massachusetts  Regiments  of  three- 
months'  men  and  two  detached  companies  of  three-years'  men  which 
have  been  temporarily  annexed  to  those  regiments.  This  morning  the 
Second  New  York  Volunteers  have  reported  themselves  in  good  condi- 
tion, numbering  782  men.  These  I  have  encamped  on  the  farm  of  Mr. 
Segar,  which  is  at  the  end  of  Mill  Creek  Bridge  toward  Hampton,  and 
have  also  ordered  into  camp  in  connection  with  them  the  First  Vermont 
Regiment  (militia),  Colonel  Phelps.  The  force  at  this  post  may  be  stated 
thus :  Colonel  Dimick,  commanding  U.  8.  Regulars,  415  men ;  Third 
Regiment  Massachusetts  Militia  and  one  company  three-years'  men,  727 
men ;  Fourth  Massachusetts  Militia  and  one  company  three-years'  men, 
783  men ;  First  Vermont  Militia,  779  men ;  Second  New  York  Volun- 
teers, three  years,  782  men.  As  there  is  very  little  sickness,  the  effective 
force  will  be  probably  3,375  men.  Of  these,  the  New  York  and  Vermont 
regiments  only  are  furnished  with  camp  equipage. 
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Upon  my  arrival  I  pat  myself  in  communication  with  Colonel  De 
Russy,  of  the  Engineers,  and  consulted  him  upon  two  subjects : 

First,  as  to  the  supply  of  .water.  I  found  that  on  that  day  the  Min- 
nesota was  supplying  herself  from  a  well  or  spring  on  land  of  Mr.  Clark, 
near  the  end  of  Mill  Creek  Bridge,  about  a  mile  from  the  fort  and  that 
after  pumping  800  gallons  the  well  was  exhausted,  but  refilled  itself 
during  the  night,  and  from  personal  examinations  of  its  surroundings  I 
think  it  may  be  trusted  to  supply.  700  to  1.000  gallons  daily  with  a  little 
enlargement  of  the  reservoir.  The  water  is  of  the  best  quality,  and  as  it 
is  immediately  under  the  guns  of  the  heaviest  battery  of  the  fort  on  the 
land  side,  I  have  thought  it  proper,  with  the  advice  of  Colonel  De  Russy, 
of  the  Engineer  Corps,  to  direct  that  a  pipe  be  put  in  to  bring  it  into 
the  fort  along  the  bridge  and  causeway,  first  having  a  cistern  excavated 
at  the  fountain  which  will  contain  the  whole  supply  of  the  spring.  I 
have  also  advised  with  Colonel  De  Russy  of  the  propriety  of  finishing 
the  artesian  well  which  had  been  begun  here,  and  he  is  now  in  commu- 
nication with  a  contractor  for  that  purpose.  There  is  an  appropriation, 
as  I  understand,  of  $14,000  made  by  Congress  for  that  purpose. 

On  Thursday  I  directed  Colonel  Phelps,  of  the  Vermont  regiment,  to 
make  a  reconnaissance  in  force  in  Hampton  and  its  neighborhood  with- 
in two  miles  of  the  fort,  in  order  to  examine  its  capabilities  for  en- 
camping the  troops  about  to  arrive,  and  at  thd  same  time  I  made  per- 
sonal examination  of  the  ground,  Colonel  De  Russy  being  of  opinion  that 
the  wood  suggested  by  the  Lieutenant-General  might  be  a  little  un- 
healthy, and  1  was  further  determined  upon  encamping  in  this  direction 
by  considerations  of  probable  advances  in  this  direction,  to  which  I  will 
take  leave  to  call  your  attention  soon.  The  rebels  upon  our  approach 
attempted  to  burn  the  bridge  over  Hampton  Creek,  but  the  fire  was 
promptly  extinguished  by  the  Vermonters,  assisted  bv  the  citizens. 
Colonel  Phelps  passed  into  the  village  of  Hampton,  and  found  only  a 
few  citizens,  who  professed  to  be  watching  their  negroes,  in  which  occu- 
pation I  have  not  as  yet  disturbed  them.  I  therefore  encamped  Colonel 
Phelps*  Vermont  regiment  and  Colonel  Cante  New  York  regiment  on 
the  point  of  land  just  above  the  spring,  about  half  way  between  Fort 
Monroe  and  Hampton. 

Saturday May  25. — I  had  written  thus  far  when  I  was  called  away 
to  meet  Major  Gary,  of  the  active  Virginia  volunteers,  upon  questions 
which  have  arisen  of  very  considerable  importance  both  in  a  military 
and  political  aspect,  and  which  I  beg  leave  to  submit  herewith. 

On  Thursday  night,  three  negroes,  field  hands,  belonging  to  Col. 
Charles  Mallory,  now  in  command  of  the  secession  forces  in  this  dis- 
trict, delivered  themselves  up  to  my  picket  guard,  and,  as  I  learned 
from  the  report  of  the  officer  of  the  guard  in  the  morning,  had  been 
detained  by  him.  I  immediately  gave  personal  attention  to  the  matter, 
and  found  satisfactory  evidence  that  these  men  were  about  to  be  taken 
to  Carolina  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  secession  forces  there ;  that 
two  of  them  left  wives  and  children  (one  a  free  woman)  here ;  that  the 
other  had  left  his  master  from  fear  that  he  would  be  called  upon  to  take 
part  in  the  rebel  armies.  Satisfied  of  these  facts  from  cautious  exam- 
ination of  each  of  the  negroes  apart  from  the  others,  I  determined  for 
the  present,  and  until  better  advised,  as  these  men  were  very  service- 
able, and  I  had  great  need  of  labor  in  my  quartermaster's  department, 
to  avail  myself  of  their  services,  and  that  I  would  send  a  receipt  to 
Colonel  Mallory  that  1  had  so  taken  them,  as  I  would  for  any  other 
property  of  a  private  citizen  which  the  exigencies  of  the  service  seemed 
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to  require  to  be  taken  by  me,  and  especially  property  that  was  designed, 
adapted,  and  about  to  be  used  against  the  United  States. 

As  this  is  but  an  individual  instance  in  a. course  of  policy  which  may 
be  required  to  be  pursued  with  regard  to  this  species  of  property,  I 
have  detailed  to  the  Lieutenant-General  this  case,  and  ask  his  direction. 
I  am  credibly  informed  that  the  negroes  in  this  neighborhood  are  now 
being  Employed  in  the  erection  of  batteries  and  other  works  by  the 
rebels,  which  it  would  be  nearly  or  quite  impossible  to  construct  with- 
out their  labor.  Shall  they  be  allowed  the  use  of  this  property  against 
the  United  States,  and  wo  not  be  allowed  its  use  in  aid  of  the  United 
States! 

Major  Cary,  upon  my  interview  with  him,  which  took  place  between 
this  fort  and  Hampton,  desired  information  upon  several  questions: 
First  Whether  I  would  permit  the  removal  through  the  blockade  of 
the  families  of  ail  persons  who  desired  to  pass  southward  or  northward. 
In  reply  to  this,  I  informed  him  that  I  could  not  permit  such  removal, 
for  the  reasons,  first,  that  presence  of  the  families  of  belligerents  in  a 
country  was  always  the  best  hostage  for  the  good  behavior  of  the  citi- 
zens ;  and,  secondly,  that  one  object  of  our  blockade  being  to  prevent 
the  passage  of  supplies  of  provisions  into  Virginia  so  long  as  she 
remained  in  a  hostile  attitude,  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  consumers 
would  in  so  far  tend  to  neutralize  that  effect. 

He  also  desired  to  know  if  the  transit  of  persons  and  families  north- 
ward from  Virginia  would  be  permitted.  I  answered  him  that  with 
the  exception  of  an  interruption  at  Baltimore  there  was  no  interruption 
of  the  travel  of  -peaceable  persons  north  of  the  Potomac,  and  that  all 
the  internal  lines  of  travel  through  Virginia  were  at  present  in  the 
hands  of  his  friends,  and  that  it  depended  upon  them  whether  that  line 
of  travel  was  interrupted,  and  that  the  authorities  at  Washington  could 
better  judge  of  this  question  than  myself,  as  necessary  travel  could  go 
by  way  of  Washington ;  that  the  passage  through  our  blockading  squad- 
ron would  require  an  amount  of  labor  and  surveillance  to  prevent 
abuse  which  I  did  not  conceive  I  ought  to  be  called  upon  to  perform. 

Major  Cary  demanded  to  know  with  regard  to  the  negroes  what  course 
I  intended  to  pursue.  I  answered  him  substantially  as  I  have  written 
above,  when  he  desired  to  know  if  I  did  not  feel  myself  bound  by  my 
constitutional  obligations  to  deliver  up  fugitives  under  the  fugitive-slave 
act.  To  this  I  replied  that  the  fugitive-slave  act  did  not  affect  a  foreign 
country,  which  Virginia  claimed  to  be,  and  that  she  must  reckon  it  one 
of  the  infelicities  of  her  position  that  in  so  far  at  least  she  was  taken  at 
her  word ;  that  in  Maryland,  a  loyal  State,  fugitives  from  service  had 
been  returned,  and  that  even  now,  although  so  much  pressed  by  my 
necessities  for  the  use  of  these  men  of  Colonel  Mallory's,  yet  if  their 
master  would  come  to  the  fort  and  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  I  would  deliver  the  men  up  to  him  and 
endeavor  to  hire  their  services  of  him  if  he  desired  to  part  with  them. 
To  this  Major  Cary  responded  that  Colonel  Mallory  was  absent. 

This  morning  the  steamer  Alabama  arrived,  having  on  board  Colonel 
Duryea's  regiment  of  Now  York,  850  strong,  fully  equipped.  I  have 
caused  them  to  be  landed  and  encamped  with  the  First  Vermont.  The 
steamer  Pembroke,  from  Massachusetts,  has  arrived,  having  two  unat- 
tached companies — one  of  lifles  and  the  other  of  infantry,  101  men  each, 
and  without  equipage — so  that  now  the  actual  number  of  men  ready  for 
service  may  be  set  down  at  4,400,  but  not  very  efficient,  some  being 
quite  new  recruits  and  others  not  fully  equipped,  two  regiments  being 
wholly  without  tents. 
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The  rebels  have  built  a  very  strong  battery  on  Sewell's  Point,  at  the 
entrance  of  Elizabeth  River,  about  four  miles  from  this  post,  and  about 
two  and  one-half  miles  from  the  Ripraps,  or  Fort  Calhoun,  and  sup- 
ported in  the  rear,  at  the  distance  of  about  a  mile  across  Tanner's  Creek, 
by  the  rebel  forces  gathered  about  there,  amounting,  as  nearly  as  I  can 
ascertain,  to  some  3,000  or  4,000  men,  it  being  understood  from  the 
attack  of  the  Monticello  on  Sunday  last  that  I  intended  to  menace 
Norfolk  in  that  direction.  Of  course  I  had  not  at  my  disposal  any  force 
sufficient  to  make  such  an  attack  and  carry  this  battery  with  any  hope 
of  holding  possession  of  it  should  it  be  taken.  I  had  determined,  how- 
ever, upon  consultation  with  Commodore  Stringham.  to  engage  the 
battery  with  the  naval  force,  and  to  endeavor,  under  the  cover  of  their 
fire,  to  land  and  at  least  destroy  the  guns  and  works,  and  such  plan 
was  arranged  for  this  morning  j  but  yesterday  Commodore  Stringham 
received  orders  from  the  Navy  Department  to  sail  at  once  for  Charles- 
ton, so  that  our  expedition  was  disorganized.  As  we  had  no  sufficient 
force  to  make  such  an  attack — in  the  absence  of  the  flag-ship  Minnesota 
and  her  guns  at  long  range— as  wouldgive  the  movement  that  assurance 
of  success  which  I  understand  you  desire  should  seem  to  attend  our 
operations,  it  has  been  abandoned.  I  have,  however,  directed  Colonel 
Be  Russy  to  prepare  to  put  some  guns  of  long  range  upon  the  Ripraps, 
so  as  to  prevent  any  further  approach  towards  us  from  Sew  ell's  Point 
or  Willoughby's  Spit. 

In  this  connection  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  the  Lieutenant-General  the 
necessity  in  coast  operations  for  say  fifty  surf-boats,  of  such  construc- 
tion as  he  caused  to  bo  prepared  for  the  landing  at  Vera  Cruz,  the 
adaptation  and  efticiency  of  which  have  passed  into  history.  May  I  re- 
spectfully request  and  urge  that  such  a  flotilla  be  furnished  for  coast 
operations. 

I  have  learned  that  the  enemy  are  about  to  fortify  a  point  at  Newport 
News,  about  eleven  miles  from  this  place,  at  the  mouth  of  the  James 
River,  and  on  the  northerly  side  of  it.  They  have  already  a  battery  at 
Pig  Point,  on  the  southerly  and  opposite  side  of  the  river,  which  com- 
mands the  Nansemond  River.  I  think  it  of  the  last  importance  that 
we  should  occupy  Newport  News,  and  I  am  now  organizing  an  expedi- 
tion consisting  of  two  regiments  for  that  purpose,  unless  I  find  unex- 
pected obstacles.  I  purpose  this  afternoon,  in  the  steamer  Yankee,  to 
make  a  personal  reconnaissance  of  that  point,  and  at  once  to  occupy 
the  same  with  that  amount  of  force,  intending  to  intrench  there  for  the 
purpose  of  being  in  possession  and  command  of  the  entrance  to  the 
James  River  myself,  and  from  that  position,  by  the  aid  of  the  naval 
force,  to  be  in  condition  to  threaten  Craney  Island  and  the  approaches 
of  Norfolk,  and  also  to  hold  one  of  the  approaches  to  Richmond.  By 
a  march  or  nine  miles,  at  farthest,  I  can  support  the  post  at  Newport 
News ;  by  the  sea,  in  two  hours,  I  can  afford  it  relief.  There  is  water 
enough  to  permit  the  approach  of  the  largest  sized  vessels — indeed  the 
Lieutenant-General  will  recollect  that  Newport  News  Point  was  once 
counted  upon  as  a  naval  depot  instead  of  Norfolk. 

Trusting  that  these  dispositions  and  movements  will  meet  the  approval 
of  the  Lieutenant-General,  and  begging  pardon  for  the  detailed  length 
of  this  dispatch,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major-Qeneral,  Commanding. 
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There  in  much  to  praise  in  this  report,  and  nothing  to  condemn.  It 
is  highly  interesting  in  several  aspects,  particularly  in  its  relation  to  the 
slave  question. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

WIOTIBLD  SCOTT. 


I  agree  with  the  Lieutenant-General  in  his  entire  approval  of  the 
within  report. 

SIMON  CAMERON. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  24, 1861. 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Headquarter i  of  ike  Army,  Washington  City : 

Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  two  telegrams  of  this  date  from  the  General- 
in-Chief— one  directing  troops  to  be  pushed  to  Frederick,  Hagerstown, 
and  Cumberland,  the  other  that  Major  Hagner  would  be  here  to-day 
to  arrange  about  accouterments.  <  In  anticipation  of  the  orders  of  the 
General  in-Chief,  I  to-day  issued  orders  (herewith)  disposing  of  troops 
unserviceable  for  marching  purposes,  so  as  to  untie  the  legs  of  good 
regiments.  One  regiment  was  sent  to  New  Castle,  in  consequence  of 
temporary  excitement  there.  That  regiment,  with  Major  Hagner's  aid, 
with  all  others,  will,  if  possible,  be  in  motion  by  Tuesday  to  the  field 
of  operations.  I  shall  employ  the  four  cavalry  companies  at  Carlisle 
with  the  Hagerstown  column,  and  I  desire  the  General-in-Chief  to  be 
reminded  of  my  request  for  artillery  to  accompany  the  column  to'Fred- 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  0.,  May  26, 1861. 

GEO.  B.  MoClellAN,  Major- General,  dtc,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  : 

In  reply  to  your  cipher  telegram  General  Scott  directs  me  to  furnish 
you  with  the  following  instructions  to  General  Patterson,  to  wit: 

HRADQUA  RTER8  OF  THE  ARMY, 

Wathington,  May  24,  1861. 

Major-General  Patterson,  U.  8.  A,  Philadelphia : 
You  need  not  send  any  more  Pennsylvania  troop*  to  Cadwalader  or  Mansfield,  bat 

Hagerstown,  and  Cumberland,  to  threaten  Harper's  Ferry  and  support  the 
Union  sentiment  in  Western  Virginia.   Cumberland  being  distant,  must,  if  occupied; 

have  a  self-relying  garrison.    

WIN  FIELD  SCOTT. 

By  command  of  General  Scott: 

SCHUYLER  HAMILTON, 
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Mat  27, 1861. 

Lieut  Gen.  Winfebld  Soott: 

Two  bridges  burned  last  night  near  Farmington,  on  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad.  Have  ordered  First  Regiment  Virginia  and  one 
regiment  Ohio  to  move  at  onoe  by  rail  from  Wheeling  on  Fairmont,  oc- 
cupying bridges  as  they  go.  Two  Ohio  regiments  ordered  to  occupy 
Parkersburg  and  move  towards  Grafton :  one  regiment  at  Gallipolis. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAN, 

MajorQeneraU 


General  Orders,  \       War  Dep't,  Adjt.  Gen.'s  Office, 

No.  26.  {  Washington,  May  27,  1861. 

All  that  part  of  Virginia  east  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains  and  north 
of  James  River,  except  Fort  Monroe  and  sixty  miles  around  the  same, 
will  for  the  present  constitute  a  new  military  geographical  department, 
under  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  Irvin  McDowell,  U.  S.  A.,  whose  head- 
quarters will  be  movable  according  to  circumstances. 

By  order : 

L.  THOMAS, 
Adjutant-General 


Hdqrs.  Department  Northeastern  Virginia, 

Arlington,  May  29,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.f  Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Colonel:  I  arrived  here  too  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  27th  to 
assume  on  that  day  formally,  in  orders,  the  command  of  the  depart- 
ment, bnt  I  reported  to  Major-General  Sandford  at  this  place,  and 
received  from  him  such  information  as  to  the  state  of  affairs  as  he  was 
able  then  to  give  me.  I  encamped  the  night  of  the  27th  with  the  New- 
Jersey  brigade,  and  early  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  went  to  Alexan- 
dria, and  was  occupied  from  5  a.  m.  till  9  o'clock  at  night  in  examining 
the  position  occupied  by  the  troops  and  looking  into  the  condition  of 
the  men. 

Defensive  works  under  construction.— The  works  at  Alexandria  had 
not  been  commenced  nor  even  laid  out  as  late  as  10  o'clock  a.  m.  yester- 
day, nor  had  the  plans  been  definitely  determined  upon.  A  want  of 
tools  in  the  first  place,  and  in  the  second  place  of  means  of  transporta- 
tion for  the  men  from  the  wharf  in  Alexandria  to  the  hill  to  be  fortified, 
and  changes  made  necessary  by  a  better  knowledge  of  the  ground,  were 
the  principal  causes  given  for  the  delay.  Both  the  Michigan  regiment 
and  the  New  York  Zouaves  were  bivouacked  and  encamped  on  the  site, 
leaving  but  a  few  men  in  town.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  Navy  De- 
partment may  be  requested  to  [retain]  the  Pawnee  at  her  present  station. 
The  works  at  the  bridge-head  of  the  Long  Bridge  were  progressing 
finely,  and  the  report  to  me  was  that  the  men  were  working  diligently. 
The  main  work  covering  the  Aqueduct  and  ferry  opposite  Georgetown 
was  in  a  fair  state.  The  Sixty-ninth  New  York  is  the  only  regiment  at 
work  on  it,  and  they  seemed  to  me  to  be  working  admirably. 

Subsistence  and  means  of  transportation. — Subsistence  is  furnished  to 
the  troops  away  from  the  vicinity  of  Alexandria  by  returns  on  the  main 
depot  in  Washington.  This,  aud  the  utter  absence  of  any  wagons  on 


Digitized  by  Google 


654 


OPERATIONS  IN  MD.,  PA.,  VA.,  AND  W.  VA.       [Cha*.  IX. 


this  side,  the  want  of  means  of  communication  on  the  part  of  some  of 
the  regiments,  and  the  inexperience  of  most  of  the  commanders,  have 
caused  the  supplies  to  be  irregularly  and  insufficiently  furnished.  One 
regiment  has  hired  on  its  own  account,  out  of  private  means,  some 
wagons  to  procure  its  supplies.  Forage  has  also  been  wanting.  A 
depot  is  to  be  established  at  Alexandria,  which  will  afford  supplies  to 
the  troops  in  that  vicinity.  The  depot  in  Washington  might  answer 
for  all  the  others,  provided  the  regiments  be  furnished  with  wagons  to 
go  for  them.  I  suppose  the  Quartermaster's  Department  in  Washing- 
ton has  not  at  this  time  enough  wagons  to  supply  the  force  here  with 
its  allowance  for  its  baggage  merely,  which  would  require  about  200. 

For  the  purpose  of  giving  greater  efficiency  and  a  better  administra- 
tion of  affairs,  I  have  organized  the  troops  not  now  brigaded  into  three 
brigades,  and  placed  them  under  the  colonels  ordered  to  report  to  me 
in  their  letters  of  appointment.  If  a  portion  of  the  allowance  of  wagons 
for  the  regimental  baggage*  were  sent  on  and  placed  under  the  control 
of  the  brigade  commanders,  I  think  a  better  state  of  affairs  will  be 
gained  at  the  least  cost.  With  a  view  to  movements  in  that  direction, 
I  have  directed  Colonel  Stone  to  ascertain  and  report  the  amount  of 
rolling  stock  on  the  Alexandria  and  Manassas  Gap  Railroad,  and  the 
amount  of  material  required  to  place  the  road  in  working  order. 

I  beg  to  request  that  some  of  the  recent  graduates  heretofore  assigned 
to  the  duty  of  instructing  the  volunteer  regiments  may  be  sent  here  for 
the  same  purpose  and  other  duty.  The  only  assistant  quartermaster  in 
the  department  is  at  Alexandria,  to  be  in  charge  of  the  Quartermaster's 
and  Commissary  Departments.  I  have  to  request  that  another  officer 
of  that  department,  furnished  with  funds,  be  sent  for  duty  at  headquar- 
ters. The  troops  are  occupying  houses  in  some  cases,  and  fields,  and 
cutting  wood  for  fuel.  Shall  not  rent  and  compensation  be  paid  f  If 
so,  funds  are  needed  for  that  purpose,  as  well  as  the  hiring  of  means  of 
transportation  where  the  same  has  not  been  furnished. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respecfully,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

ievin  Mcdowell, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Hdqes.  Department  Noetheasteen  Virginia, 

May  29, 1861. 

Lieut  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Hdqrs.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

Colonel:  There  have  been  rumors  of  outrages  committed  by  volun- 
teers in  Alexandria.  Colonel  Butterfleld,  of  the  Twelfth  New  York,  has 
reported  several  cases  of  trespass,  depredations,  and  attempts  at  burg- 
lary in  his  vicinity. 

I  am  aware  we  are  not,  theoretically  speaking,  at  war  with  the  State 
of  Virginia,  and  we  are  not,  here,  in  an  enemy's  country ;  but  if  the  or- 
dinary courts  and  officers  of  the  State,  against  whose  peace  and  dignity 
it  is  these  acts  have  been  committed,  are  not  in  the  exercise  of  their 
functions,  shall  not  these  cases  be  punished,  as  similar  ones  were  in 
Mexico,  by  military  commission  t  It  is  a  question  of  policy  which,  being 
so  near  at  hand,  I  beg  to  submit  to  the  General-in-Chief. 

In  connection  with  this  subject  I  will  mention  that  the  battalion  of 
Georgetown  Volunteers  at  the  bead  of  the  Chain  Bridge  are  reported  as 
acting  harshly  towards  the  inhabitants  on  tyis  side,  whom  they  charge 
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with  being  secessionists ;  that,  coming  themselves  from  bo  near  their 
present  station,  they  have  stronger  personal  feelings  in  this  matter  and 
are  more  liable  to  be  influenced  by  them  than  troops  coming  from  a  dis- 
tance. The  plea  that  a  man  is  a  secessionist  is  set  up  in  some  cases  by 
persons  depredating  on  property  as  a  justification  of  their  acts. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 

servant,  IEVIK  McDOWELL, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  Northeastern  Virginia, 

Arlington,  May  30,  1861. 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Lee  : 

Madam  :  Having  been  ordered  by  the  Government  to  relieve  Major- 
General  Sandford  in  command  of  this  department,  I  had  the  honor  to 
receive  this  morning  your  letter  of  to-day,  addressed  to  him  at  this 
place. 

With  respect  to  the  occupation  of  Arlington  by  the  United  States 
troops,  I  beg  to  say  it  has  been  done  by  my  predecessor  with  every  re- 
gard to  the  preservation  of  the  place.  I  am  here  temporarily  in  camp  on 
the  grounds,  preferring  this  to  sleeping  in  the  house,  under  the  circum- 
stances which  the  painful  state  of  the  country  places  me  with  respect  to 
its  proprietors. 

I  assure  you  it  has  been  and  will  be  my  earnest  endeavor  to  have  all 
things  so  ordered  that  on  your  return  you  will  find  things  as  little  dis- 
turbed as  possible.  In  this  I  have  the  hearty  concurrence  of  the  cour- 
teous, kind  hearted  gentleman  in  the  immediate  command  of  the  troops 
quartered  here,  and  who  lives  in  the  lower  part  of  the  house  to  insure 
its  being  respected. 

Everything  has  been  done  as  you  desired  with  respect  to  your  serv- 
ants, and  your  wishes,  as  far  as  they  are  known  or  could  be  anticipated, 
have  been  complied  with.  When  you  desire  to  return,  every  facility 
will  be  given  you  for  so  doing. 

I  trust,  madam,  you  will  not  consider  it  an  intrusion  if  I  say  I  have 
the  most  sincere  sympathy  for  your  distress,  and  that,  as  far  as  is  com- 
patible with  my  duty,  I  shall  always  be  ready  to  do  whatever  may 
alleviate  it 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

IBVIN  McDOWELL. 


P.  S— I  am  informed  it  was  the  order  of  the  General-in-Chief;  if  the 
troops  on  coming  here  found  the  family  in  the  house,  that  no  one  r1 
it.  but  that  a  ruard  should  be  placed  for  its  protection. 


Cincinnati,  June  1,  1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  TowNf 


Road  from  Parkersburg  to  Grafton  open.    Move  on  Philippi  and 
Beverly  to-night  to  drive  rebels  entirely  over  the  mountains. 

Kanawha  movement  suspended  for  present  in  consequence  of  confer- 
ence with  Union  men.  I  explain  by  mail. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-General 
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Headquarters  Department  op  the  Ohio, 

Cincinnati,  June  1,  1861. 

Lieut  Ool.  E.  D.  Townsend,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Colonel:  I  had  intimated  in  preceding  dispatches  an  intention  of 
moving  on  the  vaUey  of  the  Great  Kanawha,  and  had  in  fact  matured 
my  plans  for  carrying  that  intention  into  effect  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
render  all  resistance  hopeless,  with  the  design  of  effecting  the  occupa- 
tion, as  I  did  that  of  the  Grafton  line,  without  firing  a  shot 

My  view  of  our  course  m  Kentucky  and  Western  Virginia  is  that  we 
should  not  cross  the  frontier  without  being  fully  assured  that  our  assist- 
ance is  demanded  by  the  Union  men,  and  that  our  movements  should 
be  in  such  force  as  to  preclude  the  probability  of  resistance. 

I  had  a  long  interview  this  morning  with  Judge  L.  Ruffher  and  CoL 
B.  P.  Smith,  both  of  the  Kanawha  Valley.  They  came  accredited  by 
Hon.  V.  B*.  Horton,  of  Pomeroy,  and  other  reliable  men,  and  are  repre- 
sented as  expressing  the  sentiment  of  the  Union  men  of  that  region.  My 
conference  with  them  was  full  and  frank.  I  told  them  that  I  did  not  be- 
lieve it  to  be  the  will  of  the  General  Government  to  force  assistance  on 
the  Union  men  where  there  was  good  ground  to  believe  that  they  were 
able  and  willing  to  take  care  of  themselves ;  that  should  I  learn  that 
any  force  from  Eastern  Virginia  had  entered  their  valley  I  could  promptly 
drive  them  out ;  that  they  might  count  upon  our  aid  whenever  demanded, 
and  that  it  is  necessary  for  them  to  make  up  their  minds  to  take  a  de- 
cided stand. 

They  stated  that  the  Union  feeling  (shown  to  be  decidedly  preponder- 
ant by  the  late  elections)  is  rapidly  increasing ;  assert  their  ability  to 
keep  the  secessionists  under;  say 'that  they  will  not  allow  themselves  to 
be  forced  into  the  Southern  Confederacy,  and  deprecate  sending  any 
troops  there  at  present.  I  have  therefore  thought  it  prudent  to  sub- 
mit the  matter  to  General  Scott,  the  more  especially  as  I  think  no  ill 
effects  can  follow  from  some  delay,  for  I  have  information  which  satis- 
fies me  that  there  are  no  Eastern  Virginians  nor  Confederate  troops  iu 
that  region,  and  that  they  cannot  move  them  there  at  present.  These 
Kanawha  gentlemen  approve  of  the  Grafton  movement,  and  I  have  de- 
termined, until  I  receive  further  instructions  from  the  General,  to  modify 
my  original  plan  so  as  to  accomplish  the  same  result  in  a  manner  that 
will  not  be  obnoxious. 

Learning  that  the  rebels  who  abandoned  Grafton  were  this  morning 
at  Pbilippi  I  have  ordered  an  advance  on  that  point  in  two  columns 
from  Grafton  and  Clarksburg,  with  instructions  to  drive  them  beyond 
Beverly,  and  hold  the  latter  place.  I  propose  also  gradually  to  advance 
on  Elizabeth  and  Weston,  in  order  to  encourage  the  Union  sentiment 
and  to  induce  the  Kanawha  people  to  take  a  more  decided  course.  I 
think  they  are  not  yet  fully  up  to  the  mark,  and  need  careful  nursing. 
By  driving  the  rebels  beyond  Beverly  I  think  we  shall  free  almost  the 
whole  of  Western  Virginia  from  their  influence. 

I  have  already  informed  you  that  I  have  placed  the  operations  in 
Western  Virginia  under  Bng.  Gen.  T.  A.  Morris,  of  the  Indiana  volun- 
teers, a  graduate  of  West  Point,  and  a  cool,  deliDerate  man. 

I  would  be  glad  to  have  some  cavalry  at  my  disposal  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. There  are  two  companies  organizing  in  Indiana,  as  many  in  this 
State,  and  some  in  Illinois,  under  the  State  laws.  I  presume  they  will 
be  received  into  the  regiment  to  be  raised  in  this  department.  We 
should  have  at  least  a  couple  of  companies  in  Western  Virginia.  I  am 
watching  Beauregard's  movements  closely,  and  am  glad  that  he  is  to  be 
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I  received  a  detailed  report  of  the  condition  of  the  Illinois  troops  to- 
day. With  the  exception  of  those  at  Cairo  and  Caseyville  it  was  un- 
satisfactory. It  would  be  well  if  efficient  general  officers  could  be 
promptly  assigned  to  the  troops  of  this  department,  as  well  as  a  greater 
number  of  adjutants  general,  quartermasters,  and  commissaries.  The 
absence  of  all  military  information  in  this  region  is  very  lamentable.  It 
is  a  very  rare  thing  to  find  any  one  who  knows  even  the  elements  of 
squad  drill. 

The  Michigan  Battery  will  be  here  to-morrow.  I  have  ordered  it  to 
Camp  Dennison  for  the  present,  and  will  probably  retain  it  there  until 
it  is  ready  for  the  field. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major-  General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Department, 


June  1, 1801. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Martin, 

Comdg.  Seventy-First  Regiment  New  York,  Navy  Yard : 

If  you  hear  a  battle  at  Alexandria  proceed  at  once  in  the  steamers 
with  your  whole  force  to  that  place. 

B  .  ^    G  ^A^QlELTnd 


Washington,  June  1, 1861. 

Major-General  Patterson,  U.  S.  A.,  Philadelphia  : 

If  Harper's  Ferry  be  your  first  object,  you  may  neglect,  meanwhile, 
Cumberland  and  intermediate  points.   I  can  give  you  but  one  field 
How  many  regiments  have  you  t  The  river  is  fordable  just 


above  Williamsport.  When  ready  to  cross,  I  will  make  a  demonstra- 
tion beyond  Alexandria.   Keport  freely. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  June  1,  1861. 
Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSEND,  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  U.  8.  Army: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  General-in- 
Chief,  in  reply  to  his  telegram  of  this  date,  calling  for  a  report  of  my 
intended  operations;  that,  though  looking  to  Cumberland,  my  plans 
have  been  mainly  directed  to  turning  Harper's  Ferry,  throwing  across 
the  river  near  Williamsport  ample  force  (with  support  following  and 
threatening  Shepherdstown)  to  push  on  and  occupy  Martinsburg,  if  I 
do  not  find  the  enemy  too  strong  and  moving  to  cut  my  line  of  march. 
His  attitude  and  strength  will  then  determine  the  course  to  be  pursued, 
either  to  move  direct  upon  him  through  Shepherdstown  or  to  cut  off  his 
retreat  along  the  Winchester  Railroad  and  to  harass  his  rear.  I  wish 
to  place  such  a  force  on  the  Virginia  shore  as  can  hold  every  inch  of 
ground  gained,  and,  however  slowly,  to  advance  securely,  after  Harper's 
Ferry  falls,  upon  Winchester. 

The  effective  force  now  in  Chambersburg  is  five  companies  of  cavalry 
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(four  regular  and  one  volunteer)  and  six  infantry  regiments,  and  four 
not  accoutered.  At  York  and  Lancaster  two  regiments  each,  not  accou- 
tered.  These  will  be  at  once  collected  in  Ohambersburg.  A  regiment 
at  New  Castle  and  one  at  Baltimore  will  soon  follow.  The  troops  in 
New  York  Harbor  are  ordered  on. 

I  shall  to  morrow  evening  be  in  Ohambersburg.  and  shall  lose  no 
time  to  complete  arrangements  and  send  forward  the  command,  as  in- 
dicated in  my  letter  to  Major-General  Keim,  a  copy  of  which  is  in 
closed.  All  the  troops  are  anxious  to  be  on  the  move  and  to  see  their 
foe — a  desire  which  shall  soon  be  gratified.  I  will  inform  you  when  I 
shall  move  in  time  to  permit  the  General-in-Chief  to  make  the  demon- 
stration indicated. 

I  am  much  gratified  to  know  the  General-in-Chief  will  provide  some 
artillery. 


Maj.  Gen.  W.  H.  Keim, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Forces^  Chamber  tburg,  Pa. ; 

General:  The  commanding  general  instructs  me  to  give  you  in  his 
name  the  following  information  and  directions: 

A  movement,  as  soon  as  the  force  is  prepared,  will  be  made  to  Hagers- 
town,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  beyond  an  encampment  as  the 
base  of  future  operations.  You  are  relied  upon  to  organize  and  hold 
ready  for  instant  movement  those  regiments  whioh  are  prepared  to 
move  and  face  an  enemy,  and  now  gathering  at  Ohambersburg,  in  the 
following  manner: 

1.  A  column  of  cavalry  and  three  regiments  of  well-drilled  infantry, 
to  march  from  Ohambersburg  to  Hagerstown.  This  column  to  be 
under  the  command  of  Col.  George  H.  Thomas,  Second  OavalrytU.  8. 
Array. 

2.  A  second  column,  to  be  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Will- 
iams, to  follow  next  day  on  foot,  or  by  rail,  if  circumstances  demand. 

3.  A  third  brigade,  to  go  by  rail,  and  to  land  in  Hagerstown  just 
after  arrival  of  Colonel  Thomas'  brigade.  If  the  second  brigade  goes 
by  rail,  the  third,  wholly  or  in  part,  will  be  pushed  to  Hagerstown  as 
rapidly  as  transportation  will  permit 

4.  A  fourth  brigade,  composed  of  the  other  regiments,  will  be  pushed 
by  regiment  to  Hagerstown  as  soon  as  prepared  and  transportation 
(rail)  can  be  procured. 

Colonel  Thomas,  with  his  cavalry  from  Carlisle,  will  arrive  at  Oham- 
bersburg on  Friday.  Direct  the  regimental  commanders  to  report  at 
once. 

Wagon  transportation  is  being  prepared  at  Harrisburg  and  will  be 
pushed  to  Ohambersburg,  and  the  train  organized  by  A.  B.  Eddy, 
assistant  quartermaster.  Captain  Eddy  will  have  charge  of  the  quar- 
termaster's department  at  Ohambersburg,  and  transfer  the  depot  to 
Hagerstown  as  the  forces  are  located. 

Oapt.  B.  Du  Barry,  Subsistence  Department,  at  Harrisburg,  will 
provide  for  your  present  depot,  and  you  are  desired  to  see  that  each 
regiment  has  when  it  moves  at  least  three  days'  provisions. 


[Inclotur*.] 


Digitized  by  Google 


Chat.  IX.} 


CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC.  UNION. 


0*59 


their  officers  and  men  in  camp  and  ont  of  the  towns,  and  always  ready 
to  torn  ont. 

The  commanding  general,  with  his  staff,  will  join  yon  in  a  few  days, 
till  which  no  movement  to  the  front  will  be  made  unless  circumstances 
should  imperatively  demand,  which  you  will  telegraph.  He  hopes  on 
his  arrival  to  find,  through  your  energy  and  judgment,  aided  by  the 
active  efforts  of  every  officer  of  your  command,  the  different  commands 
organized  and  prepared  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice  on  arrival  of 
accouterments,  and,  if  necessary,  before  their  arrival. 

Capt  John  Newton,  Engineers,  will  soon  join  you.  He  goes  with 
special  instructions  relating  to  reconnoitering  the  ground  in  advance  of 
Hagerstown.  He  and  Captain  Eddy  have  the  confidence  of  the  com- 
manding general,  and  on  this  account  are  sent  to  you. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
A mm infant  Adjutant  General. 


General  Orders,  )         Hdqrs.  Dep't  op  N.  E.  Virginia, 

No.  4.  /  Arlington,  June  2,  1861. 

Statements  of  the  amount,  kind,  and  value  of  all  private  property 
taken  and  used  for  Government  purposes,  and  of  the  damage  done  in 
any  way  to  private  property  by  reason  of  the  occupation  of  this  section 
of  the  country  by  the  U.  8.  troops,  will,  as  soon  as  practicable,  be  made 
ont  and  transmitted  to  department  headquarters  by  the  commanders  of 
brigades  and  officers  in  charge  of  the  several  fortifications. 

These  statements  will  exhibit — 

1st.  The  quantity  of  land  taken  possession  of  for  the  several  field- 
works,  and  the  kind  and  value  of  the  crop  growing  thereon,  if  any. 

2d.  The  quantity  of  land  used  for  the  several  encampments  and  the 
kind  and  value  of  the  growing  crop  thereon,  if  any. 

3d.  The  number,  size  and  character  of  the  buildings  appropriated  to 
public  purposes. 

4th.  The  quantity  and  value  of  trees  cut  down. 

5th.  The  kind  and  extent  of  fencing,  &c,  destroyed. 

These  statements  will,  as  far  as  possible,  give  the  value  of  the  prop- 
erty taken  or  of  the  damage  sustained,  and  the  name  or  names  of  the 
owners  thereof.  Citizens  who  have  sustained  any  loss  or  damage  as  above 
will  make  their  claims  upon  the  commanding  officers  of  the  troops  by 
whom  it  was  done,  or  in  cases  where  these  troops  have  moved  away,  upon 
the  commander  nearest  them.  These  claims  will  accompany  the  state- 
ments above  called  for. 

The  commanders  of  brigades  will  require  the  assistance  of  the  com- 
manders of  regiments  or  detached  companies,  and  will  make  this  order 
known  to  the  inhabitants  in  their  vicinity,  to  the  end  that  all  loss  or  dam- 
age may,  as  nearly  as  possible,  be  ascertained,  whilst  the  troops  are  now 
here,  and  by  whom  or  on  whose  account  it  has  been  occasioned,  that  jus- 
tice may  be  done  alike  to  the  citizen  and  the  Government. 

The  name  of  the  officer  or  officers  (in  case  the  brigade  commanders 
shall  institute  a  board)  who  fix  the  amount  of  loss  or  damage  shall  be 
given  in  each  case. 

By  order  of  Brigadier  General  McDowell : 

JAMES  B.  FRY,  A.  A.  0. 
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PA.,  June  3,  1861. 


Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

Ready  on  Thursday  morning  to  carry  out  proposed  plan,  and  will 

move  if  General-in-Chief  approves.   

^    It  PATTERSON^ 


Washington,  June  3, 1861. 

General  R.  Patterson,  U.  S.  A., 

Chambersburg,  Pa. : 

General  Scott  will  send  you  in  a  few  days  a  letter  of  instructions. 
One  or  two  batteries  will  be  sent  you.  Your  plan  of  operations  was 
received  yesterday. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Chambersburo,  Pa.,  June  3, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  IT.  8.  Army,  Washington  City  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  place.  Pre 
vious  to  leaving  Philadelphia,  I  arranged  for  the  satisfactory  working 
of  the  staff  departments  there  and  on  this  line,  and  in  passing  Harris- 
burg  removed  many  inconveniences  under  which  we  have  labored  for 
the  transportation  of  troops  and  supplies.  Though  this  road  is  of  very 
limited  capacity,  I  expect  to  execute  my  designs  as  herein  expressed. 
I  am  forced  to  adopt  this  mode  of  putting  the  column  in  motion,  as  not 
more  than  six  regiments  of  infantry  per  day  can  be  transported  over 
the  railroad.  Wagons  will  be  arriving  and  no  inconvenience  will  be 
experienced,  as  regiments  will  be  receiving  accouterments  while  the 
troops  are  advancing  to  Hagerstown. 

My  impressions  as  to  the  point  of  attack  indicated  in  my  plan  of 
operations  have  been  confirmed  by  Captain  Newton,  who  has  been  in- 
dustriously engaged  gathering  information,  and  I  shall  arrange  to  ad- 
vance on  Thursday  morning.  I  request  to  be  informed  by  telegraph  if 
the  General-in-Chief  has  no  objection. 

Unless  something  should  change  my  present  desigu,  I  will  direct 
Colonel  Thomas  to  pass  through  Hagerstown  early  on  Saturday 
morning,  and  advance  the  whole  or  part,  as  circumstances  indicate 
best,  of  his  command  to  Williamsport,  seize  the  ford,  and  throw  pickets 
beyond. 

As  he  passes  through  Hagerstown  a  compauy  of  cavalry  will  be  de- 
tached from  his  advance  guard  to  the  road  leading  through  Boonsborough 
to  Harper's  Ferry.  The  brigade  under  General  Williams  (three  regi 
ments)  will  be  directed  to  follow  Colonel  Thomas,  and  will  be  close  upon 
him.  Other  regiments  will  be  thrown  forward  as  rapidly  as  the  capacity 
of  the  road  will  permit  (six  or  seven  per  day,  probably),  and  sent  on  the 
roads  towards  Boonsborough  and  Williamsport — the  former  to  guard 
against  forays  from  Harper's  Ferry,  the  latter  to  sustain  the  main  col- 
umn. Some  of  these  regiments  will  reach  Hagerstown  as  soon  as 
Colonel  Thomas.  Of  course  I  rely  upon  artillery  arriving  in  time  to 
permit  the  column  to  continue  on  towards  Martinsburg. 
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On  Monday  morning  I  hope  to  have  about  fourteen  regiment*  in  and 
in  advance  of  Hagerstown.  I  asked  this  morning  by  telegraph  for  the 
Second  Infantry,  which  newspaper  report  placed  at  Pittsburgh.  My 
design  was  to  unite  it  to  a  brigade  of  volunteers,  to  command  of  which 
Colonel  Miles  would  be  assigned,  thus  having  two  brigades  under 
experienced  officers  of  the  Regular  Army.  The  information  I  have 
received  leads  me  to  believe  a  desperate  resistance  will  be  offered  at 
Harper's  Ferry. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

B.  PATTERSON, 
Maior- General,  (,'ommandina. 

9  P.  M. 

P.  S.— I  have  just  received  your  telegram  of  this  date,  and  shall  await 
the  receipt  of  instructions. 

^1 


Hdqrs.  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

Chambersburg,  Pa.,  June  4,  1861. 

[Gol.  TOWNSEND :] 

Colonel:  The  last  paragraph  in  the  general's  letter  [next  preceding] 
refers  to  this,  that  at  night  the  sound  of  the  hammer  is  heard  breaking 
stone  on  the  Maryland  Height*,  the  ax  felling  trees.  Evidently  a  block- 
house is  going  up.  No  one  can  get  near  enough  to  see,  and  no  one  is 
permitted  to  come  here  all  the  way  from  there.  Their  informers  only 
go  part  way.  No  guns  have  been  placed  on  this  side,  unless  they  are 
light  field  pieces,  and  taken  up  in  wagons.  The  Virginia  side  of  the 
Shenandoah  is  armed,  and  the  guns  are  iron  and  long— probably  32  or 
24  pounders.  Squadrons  of  cavalry  roam  the  Virginia  shore,  oppressing 
people  and  pressing  them  into  service.  Our  volunteers  are  as  green  as 
green  can  be.  Marching  is  their  forte,  if  they  have  a  drum  or  a  band. 
They  cannot  form  a  square  yet  of  those  I  have  seen,  yet  they  think 
themselves  perfect.  As  the  General  has  just  said  he  would  send  one 
or  two  batteries  here,  the  general  will  do  nothing  about  getting  the 
field  artillery  from  Harrisburg,  though  ammunition  will  be  called  here, 
which  will  be  available  for  the  two  field  batteries  if  they  come.  If  they 
do  not  come,  we  can  get  those  guns  and  plant  them.  We  are  working 
like  bees. 

Yours,  truly, 

F.  J.  PORTER. 


War  Department,  June  3, 1861. 

Governor  Buckingham,  Norwich,  Conn. : 

Send  on  to  this  place  your  three  years'  regiments  as  soon  as  organized. 
Report  when. 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

(Similar  dispatches  to  governors  of  Maine,  Michigan,  New  Hamp- 
shire, New  Jersey,  and  Wisconsin.) 

Chambersburo,  Pa.,  June  3, 1861. 
To  the  United  States  Troops  of  this  Department: 
The  restraint  which  has  necessarily  been  imposed  upon  you,  impatient 
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to  overcome  those  who  have  raised  their  parricidal  hands  against  onr 
country,  is  about  to  be  removed.   You  will  soon  meet  the  insurgents. 

You  are  not  the  aggressors.  A  turbulent  faction,  misled  by  ambitions 
rulers  in  a  time  of  profound  peace  and  national  prosperity,  have  occu- 
pied your  forts  and  turned  the  guns  against  yon;  have  seized  your 
arsenals  and  armories,  and  appropriated  to  themselves  Government 
supplies:  have  arrested  and  held  prisoners  your  companions  marching 
to  their  homes  under  State  pledge  of  security;  have  captured  vessels 
and  provisions  voluntarily  assured  by  State  legislation  from  molesta- 
tion, and  now  seek  to  perpetuate  a  reign  of  terror  over  loyal  citizens. 

They  have  invaded  a  loyal  State  and  intrenched  themselves  within 
its  boundaries  in  defiance  of  its  constituted  authorities. 

You  are  going  on  American  soil,  to  sustain  the  civil  power,  to  relieve 
the  oppressed,  and  to  retake  that  which  is  unlawfully  held. 

You  must  Dear  in  mind  you  are  going  for  the  good  of  the  whole 
country,  and  that  while  it  is  your  duty  to  punish  sedition,  you  must 
protect  the  loyal,  and,  should  occasion  offer,  at  once  suppress  servile 
insurrection. 

Success  will  crown  your  efforts;  a  grateful  country  and  a  happy 
people  will  reward  you. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Patterson : 

P.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department,  June  3,  1861. 

Col.  W.  B.  Franklin,  U.  S.  A., 

New  York  City: 

How  many  of  the  three  years'  regiments  south  of  Albany  are 
organized!  Order  immediately  to  this  place  by  Harrisburg  all  that 
are  ready. 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters,  June  3,  1861. 

General  McDowell, 

Commanding,  dtc.,  Arlington  t 

General  Scott  desires  you  to  submit  an  estimate  of  the  number  and 
composition  of  a  column  to  be  poshed  towards  Manassas  Junction,  and 
perhaps  the  gap,  say  in  four  or  five  days,  to  favor  Patterson's  attack 
on  Harper's  Ferry. 
The  rumor  is  that  Arlington  Heights  will  be  attacked  to-night 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  June  4,  1861. 

Iieutenaut-General  Scott, 

Washington,  D.  0.  : 

General  :  I  have  nothing  of  special  interest  to  report  since  my  last, 
save  the  general  health  of  the  troops.   Their  condition  in  discipline 


Digitized  by  Google 


Chap.  XX.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC.— UNION.  663 

and  drill  is  much  improved.  I  have  had  great  pain  in  being  obliged  to 
issue  the  accompanying  general  order.  The  volunteer  troops  seem  to 
have  adopted  the  theory  that  all  property  of  the  inhabitants  was  subject 
to  plunder.  I  have  taken  the  most  energetic  measures  to  correct  this 
idea  and  prevent  plundering.  There  are  some  few  flagrant  instances 
which  can  admit  neither  of  palliation  nor  justification.  I  have  pro- 
posecTto  deal  with  these  by  court-martial,  which  I  have  ordered  in  ses- 
sion to  morrow.  As  the  outrages  to  be  investigated  are  very  grave,  and 
as  the  punishment  ought  to  be,  and  may  be,  very  severe,  I  will  take 
leave,  unless  otherwise  instructed,  to  report  the  proceedings  to  yourself 
before  any  severe  punishment  is  inflicted. 

I  have  had  no  new  accession  of  troops  since  my  last  report,  save  that 
a  body  of  men  known  as  the  Naval  Brigade,  amounting  to  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighty,  were  reported  here  as  ready  to  enlist  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States:  but,  under  the  instructions  of  the  War  Department, 
I  have  not  received  them  into  the  service,  and  have  sent  so  many  of  them 
home  by  the  steamer  in  which  they  were  brought  as  did  not  voluntarily 
engage  to  labor  in  the  engineer,  ordnance,  and  quartermaster's  de- 
partments about  the  fortress.  These  men  have  very  much  embarrassed 
me.  While  I  impute  no  fault,  save  that  perbapB  of  want  of  discretion 
(which  I  easily  pardon),  to  their  colonel,  Washington  A.  Bartlett,  esq., 
I  have  been  exceedingly  annoyed  with  this  whole  subject;  but  I  hope 
it  is  now  finally  adjusted. 

I  have  here  altogether  about  six  thousand  effective  men,  and  no 
more.  I  am  as  yet  without  transportation  trains  or  surf-boats,  which 
I  must  have  in  order  to  make  a  movement  the  project  of  which  I  will 
submit  to  yourself  in  my  next  dispatch.  I  am  preparing  myself,  how- 
ever, to  be  able  to  land,  by  causing  one  regiment  at  least  to  be  drilled 
in  embarking  in  and  landing  from  boats.  I  have  also  sent  up  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Susquehanna  to  charter  or  purchase  ten  of  a  kind  of 
fishing  boats,  which,  I  am  informed  by  a  gentleman  connected  with 
the  squadron,  will  be  the  best  possible,  except  regularly -constructed 
surf-boats,  for  the  purpose  of  landing  troops.  I  hope  to  receive  them 
within  the  next  three  days. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  camp  at  Newport  News  and  the  bat- 
tery there,  to  command  the  mouth  of  the  James  River,  in  a  state  of 
defense  and  forwardness,  which  I  think  will  enable  us  to  hold  it  against 
any  force  which  may  be  brought  against  it. 

We  have  made  an  armed  reconnaissance  some  nine  miles  towards 
York  town,  and  find  no  armed  men  in  that  direction  nearer  than  the 
Half- Way  House,  some  twelve  miles  hence,  and  that  but  a  picket 
guard  of  the  enemy,  who  is  in  considerable  force  at  Yorktown. 

May  I  most  respectfully  ask  if  there  is  any  reason  known  to  the 
Lieutenant-General  why  the  troops  that  were  expected,  and  which  I 
understood  were  promised  to  arrive  here,  have  not  been  forwarded  t 

I  beg  leave  further  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Lieutenant-General  to 
the  fact  that  from  some  oversight,  probably  in  the  Adjutant-General's 
Office,  the  orders  creating  the  Department  of  Virginia,  North  and 
South  Carolina,  which  I  understood  were  issued  when  I  was  in  Wash- 
ington, have  not  been  published;  at  least  I  have  not  seen  them.  May 
I  ask  the  attention  of  Lieutenant-General  Scott  to  this  omission,  which 
might  prove  embarrassing! 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major -General)  Commanding. 


Digitized  by  Google 


664  OPERATIONS  IN  MD.,  PA.,  VA.,  AND  W.  VA.       [Chap.  TX 


General  Orders,  \        Hdqrs.  Department  of  Virginia, 

No.  2.  J  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  May  28, 1861. 

The  general  in  command  has  heard  with  pain  that  there  are  instances 
of  despoliation  of  private  property  by  some  persons  who  havejjmug- 
gled  themselves  among  the  soldiers  of  his  command.  This  must  not 
and  shall  not  be.  The  rights  of  private  property  and  of  peaceable  citi- 
zens must  be  respected.  When  the  exigencies  of  the  service  require 
that  private  property  be  taken  for  public  use,  it  must  be  done  by  proper 
officers,  giving  suitable  vouchers  therefor.  It  is  made  the  special  duty 
of  every  officer  in  command  of  any  post,  or  of  any  troops  on  detached 
service  or  in  camp,  to  cause  all  offenders  in  the  matter  of  this  order  to 
be  sent  to  headquarters  for  punishment,  and  such  measure  of  justice 
will  be  meted  out  to  them  as  is  due  to  thieves  and  plunderers.  If  any 
corps  shall  conceal  or  aid  in  receiving  plundered  property  or  plunderers, 
such  corps  will  be  dealt  with  in  its  organization  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
check  snch  practices. 

This  order  will  be  promulgated  by  being  three  times  read  with  dis- 
tinctness to  each  battalion  at  evening  parade. 

Any  citizen,  at  peace  with  the  United  States,  despoiled  in  his  person 
or  property  by  any  of  the  troops  of  this  department  will  confer  a  favor 
by  forthwith  reporting  the  outrage  to  the  nearest  officer. 

By  command  of  Major-General  B.  F.  Bntler :   

^  W.  WIIIPP^^^ 


Hdqrs.  Department  N.  E.  Virginia, 

Arlington,  June  4, 1861. 

Lieut  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen., 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  0. : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows,  in  compliance  with 
your  telegram  of  the  3d  instant  requiring  me  to  submit  "  an  estimate  of 
the  number  and  composition  of  a  column  to  be  pushed  towards  Manassas 
Junction,  and  perhaps  the  gap,  say  in  four  or  Ave  days,  to  favor  Pat- 
terson's attack  on  Harper's  Ferry." 

In  view  of  the  number  of  the  enemy  supposed  to  be  at  Manassas  Junc- 
tion, at  Centreville.  Fairfax  Station,  Fairfax  Court-House,  and  other 
places  this  side  of  Manassas,  and  of  that  at  places  beyond  Manassas, 
but  within  a  few  hours  of  it  by  rail,  and  of  the  possibility  of  troops  com- 
ing from  the  valley  through  the  gap,  I  think  the  actual  entire  force  at 
the  head  of  the  column  should,  for  t ho  purpose  of  carrying  the  position 
at  Manassas  and  of  occupying  both  the  road  to  Culpeper  and  the  one 
to  the  gap,  be  as  much  as  12,000  infantry,  two  batteries  of  regular  artil- 
lery, and  from  six  to  eight  companies  of  cavalry,  with  an  available  re- 
serve ready  to  move  forward  from  Alexandria  by  rail  of  5,000  infantry 
and  one  heavy  field  battery,  rifled  if  possible  ;  these  numbers  to  be  in- 
creased or  diminished  as  events  may  indicate.  I  propose  that  this  force, 
composed  mostly  of  new  troops,  shall  be  organized  into  field  brigades, 
under  active  and  experienced  colonels  of  the  Army,  whilst  their  regi 
ments  are  being  recruited,  aided  by  a  few  regular  officers.  This  is  made 
the  more  necessary  from  the  fact  that  the  presence  on  this  side  of  some 
corps  indifferently  commanded  has  led  to  numerous  acts  of  petty  depre- 
dations, pillage,  &c.,  which  have  exasperated  the  inhabitants  ana  chilled 
the  hopes  of  the  Union  men,  and  show  that  these  regiments  should 
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all  of  them  be  restrained  as  well  as  led ;  and  where,  as  is  the  case  with 
many,  they  are  not  so  by  their  officers,  they  most  have  some  one  imme- 
diately over  them  who  can  and  will.  I  do  not  propose  to  have  a  supply 
train  of  wagons  for  the  main  body,  but  to  nse  the  railroad,  which  makes 
it  necessary  that  every  bridge  or  other  important  point  be  guarded,  and 
have  either  a  block-house  or  field-work.  This  will  require  several  Engi- 
neer officers,  and  a  full  supply  of  intrenching  tools,  axes,  &c. 

I  have  now,  perhaps,  done  all  that  the  General-in-Chief  desires  of  me, 
but  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  adding  a  few  remarks,  if  not  even  some 
suggestions.  As  soon  as  we  commence  to  move  they  will  do  the  same, 
and  as  their  communications  with  their  position  at  Harper's  Ferry, 
which  they  evidently  cherish,  will  be  threatened,  they  will  do  as  they 
did  when  we  first  came  over — hurry  forward  from  all  the  stations  at  the 
South — and  the  question  arises  as  to  the  best  point  or  line  it  is  advisa- 
ble to  hold,  even  for  defensive  purposes.  This,  it  seems  to  me,  is  the 
line  of  the  Rappahannock,  which,  if  occupied  in  force,  will  effectually 
free  all  Northeastern  Virginia,  without  coming  in  contact  with  the  in- 
habitants, and  also  free  the  Potomac  It  will  be  necessary  to  hold  the 
Aqnia  Creek  Railroad,  which,  if  done  in  large  numbers,  would  make  a 
powerful  diversion  in  General  Butler's  favor.  It  is  true  the  foregoing 
is  not  directly  in  answer  to  the  question  of  the  General-in-Chief,  but  I 
think  it  flows  from  it  In  relation  to  the  number  of  troops  to  be  used, 
I  have  only  to  say — what,  perhaps,  is  evident  enough,  however — that  in 
proportion  to  the  numbers  used  will  be  the  lives  saved ;  and  as  we  have 
such  numbers  pressing  to  be  allowed  to  serve,  might  it  not  be  well  to 
overwhelm  and  conquer  as  much  by  the  show  of  force  as  by  the  use 
of  it! 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  colonel,  your  most  obedient 

8ervant'  mvm  Mcdowell, 

Briaadier- General.  Commandina. 


Washington,  June  4, 1861. 

Gen.  R.  Patterson,  CKambersburg,  Pa.  : 

General  Scott  says  do  not  make  a  move  forward  until  you  are  joined 
by  a  battery  of  the  Fourth  Artillery  and  a  battalion  of  five  compa- 
nies Third  U.  S.  Infantry,  to  leave  here  the  6th  instant  for  Carlisle. 
Company  F,  Fourth  Artillery,  is  the  one  to  be  mounted.  Orders  have 
been  given  to  purchase  horses  and  collect  the  guns,  equipments,  &c,  as 
soon  as  possible,  at  Carlisle.  It  will  require  some  days,  but  the  General 
considers  this  addition  to  your  force  indispensable.  If  two  Ohio  regi- 
ments come  to  y  on ,  retain  them.  Also  halt  the  first  two  regiments  that 
may  pass  through  Harrisburgfrom  the  North  to  this  city,  and  add  them 
to  your  force.  You  will  receive  a  letter  from  the  General  before  you 
move. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department,  June  6, 1861. 

Governor  Andrew,  Boston,  Mass. : 

Send  to  this  place,  via  Easton  and  Harrisburg,  all  your  three  years' 
regiments  as  soon  as  organized.   Please  report  the  number. 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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ARLINGTON,  June  5,  1861. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Town  SEND : 

The  following  information  is  respectfully  forwarded. 
General  McDowell  is  temporarily  absent. 

JAMES  B.  FRY,  A.  A.  O. 

Alexandria,  June  5, 1861. 

Capt.  J.  B.  Fry,  Arlington  : 

I  have  it  from  a  inept  reliable  source  that  there  are  20,000  men  at  Manassas  Junc- 
tion, Lee's  Station,  Fairfax  Court-House,  and  Centreville.  Persons  from  there  are  in- 
structed to  say  that  there  is  a  mnch  smaller  force  there.  General  Beauregard  arrived 
at  Manassas  Junction  on  Friday  last.   General  Lee  has  returned  to  Richmond. 

S.  P.  HEINTZELMAN. 


CINCINNATI)  June  6, 1861. 

General  Scott: 

Recent  developments  show  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  muster 
in  Virginia  troops  between  Grafton  and  Parkereburg  for  service  in  that 
State.  This  cannot  be  delayed,  and  every  motive  of  policy  requires  it 
to  be  done  at  once.  I  am  so  urgently  solicited  by  Oarlile  and  other  re- 
liable Unionists  to  take  this  step,  that  I  feel  forced  to  do  so,  unless  I 
hear  from  you  to  the  contrary.   The  case  requires  prompt  action. 

GEO.  B.  MoCLELLAN,  ^ 


Washington,  June  6, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  B.  McClellan: 

Muster  in  the  Western  Virginians  as  you  propose. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Virginia, 

June  6, 1861. 

Lieutenant-General  Scott: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Townsend  with 
the  Third  New  York  Regiment  of  Volunteers,  800  strong,  so  that  now 
the  aggregate  effective  force  under  my  command,  including  the  regulars, 
may  be  set  down  at  6,750  men.  As  yet,  however,  we  have  not  a  single 
piece  of  artillery  for  the  field.  I  received  some  artillery  harness,  how- 
ever, and  will  ask  leave  to  enlist  from  the  three-months'  men  for  three 
years  two  companies  of  artillerists.  We  have  no  horses  even  sufficient 
for  the  quartermaster's  service  yet.  May  I  have  permission  to  cause 
to  be  bought  horses  for  the  guns  t  I' have  thought  that,  as  the  quar- 
termaster's service  is  so  pressed  in  New  York,  if  I  had  authority  to 
order  purchases  in  Boston,  which  is  substantially  an  untried  market,  it 
might  be  done  with  advantage  and  economy  to  the  Government.  My 
military  secretary,  Major  Fay,  is  now  in  Boston  arranging  his  private 
affairs.  He  is  a  thorough  business  man,  and  would  cause  an  inspection 
of  the  animals  before  delivery. 

The  intrenchments  at  Newport  News  will  be  completed  by  the  time 
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this  report  reaches  you.  and  the  place  is  really  very  strong.  A  battery 
of  fonr  8-inch  columbiads  will  command  the  channel  of  the  James 
River  upon  one  side,  but  still  leaves  open  the  channel  on  the  Nanse- 
mond  side. 

On  this  side,  as  you  will  perceive,  is  Pig  Point,  upon  which  the  rebels 
have  erected  batteries,  which  they  are  striving  now  to  finish,  mounting 
some  seven  guns  of  32-pounders  and  42-pounders.  If  we  were  in  pos- 
session of  Pig  Point  the  James  and  Nansemond  would  both  be  under 
our  control,  and  the  services  of  one  blockading  vessel  might  be  dispensed 
with,  winch  are  now  required  to  prevent  water  communication  between 
Richmond  and  Williamsburg  and  Norfolk  and  Suffolk.  My  proposition 
is,  therefore,  to  make  a  combined  naval  and  land  attack  upon  Pig  Point, 
and  endeavor  to  carry  the  batteries  both  by  turning  them  and  by  direct 
attack  from  the  naval  force;  if  we  succeed,  then  to  intrench  ourselves 
there  with  what  speed  we  may,  and  re-establish  the  battery ;  but  at  the 
same  time  to  push  on  with  the  same  flotilla  of  boats  with  which  we  land 
up  the  Nansemond,  which  is  navigable  for  boats  and  I  believe  light- 
draught  steamers,  to  Suffolk,  a  distance  of  twelve  miles.  When  once 
there,  the  Commanding  General's  familiarity  with  the  country  or  a  glance 
at  the  map  will  show  that  we  are  in  possession  of  all  the  railroad  com- 
munications between  Richmond,  Petersburg,  and  Norfolk,  and  also  of 
the  Great  Shore  Line,  connecting  Virginia  with  North  Carolina  via 
Weldon,  by  which  the  guns  taken  at  the  navy-yard  will  be  sent  South 
whenever  the  operation  in  that  direction  demands. 

By  going  eight  and  a  half  miles  farther,  by  Jericho  Canal  we  enter 
Drummond  Lake,  a  sheet  of  water  some  four  by  six  miles.  From  the 
lake  the  feeder  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal  might  be  cut  off,  and  that 
means  of  transport  cut  off.  Once  at  Suffolk  in  position,  with  these  lines 
of  communication  of  the  enemy  cut  off,  Norfolk  must  fall  with  her  own 
weight.  Starvation,  to  be  brought  on  by  simply  gathering  up  the  pro- 
visions of  Princess  Anne  County,  will  make  her  batteries  and  the  theft 
of  the  navy -yard  guns  substantially  valueless,  and  will  save  many  lives 
to  be  spent  otherwise  in  their  reduction.  I  am  not  insensible  to  the  dis- 
advantages and  difficulties  of  this  project,  which  I  may  have  painted 
with  too  much  couleur  de  rose.  I  do  not  recognize  as  among  the  most 
formidable  the  reduction  of  Pig  Point  Battery — that  is,  there  is  plenty 
of  depth  of  water  within  point-blank  range  to  float  the  Cumberland ; 
but,  the  battery  once  reduced,  there  must  be  a  pretty  active  march  on 
Suffolk  to  prevent  trouble  j  some  fortifications  there,  which  I  believe 
have  not  yet  been  undertaken. 

If  I  am  right  in  the  importance  which  I  attach  to  this  position,  then 
I  must  expect  all  the  force  of  the  rebels  both  from  Norfolk  and  Rich- 
mond, brought  there  by  the  railroads,  to  be  precipitated  upon  me,  and 
be  prepared  to  meet  it  in  the  open  field.  Could  they  do  otherwise  t 
Norfolk  would  be  hemmed  in.  Am  I  able  to  withstand  such  an  attack 
between  two  forces  which  may  act  in  conjunction,  with  the  necessary 
drafts  from  my  force  to  keep  open  the  line  of  communication  by  the 
Nansemond  with  Newport  News,  which  would  then  be  the  right  flank 
of  my  base  of  operations  t 

All  these  questions,  much  more  readily  and  easily  comprehended  by 
the  General-in-Chief  than  by  myself,  with  the  thousand  suggestions 
that  will  at  once  present  themselves  to  his  mind,  are  most  respectfully 
submitted.  May  I  ask  for  full  and  explicit  instructions  upon  this  mat- 
ter f  I  have  adopted  the  suggestions  of  the  L  i  <  11  tenant-General  upon 
the  subject  of  arming  the  flank  companies  of  Colonel  Duryea's  corn- 
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maud  with  200  Sharp's  rifles,  which  were  sent  here  for  the  so-called 
Naval  Brigade. 

Farther,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  a  general  state  of  good  health  on 
the  part  of  the  troops,  and  that  no  disaster  has  befallen  ns,  except  the 
great  influx  of  slaves. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

Chambersburg,  Pa.,  June  6, 1861. 

Col.  Lewis  Wallace, 

Eleventh  Indiana  Regiment,  Cumberland,  Md.  .\ 

Sib  :  I  am  instructed  by  Major-General  Patterson  to  direct  you  to 
halt  your  forces  at  Cumberland,  securing  the  bridges  over  the  Potomac 
and  Green  Spring  Run,  respectively,  five  and  fifteen  miles  upon  this 
side,  and  there  to  await  further  orders  froni  him.  He  also  instructs  me 
to  aad  in  his  name,  as  follows :  Gather  as  much  reliable  information  as 
possible  of  the  disposition  of  the  people  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  in 
that  vicinity,  and  extend  your  inquiries  by  secret  agents  south  into  Vir- 
ginia and  east  along  the  line  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad.  En- 
courage the  Unionists  in  disaffected  regions  to  band  together  for  self- 
defense,  and  to  take  heart  from  the  support  the  Government  has  already 
given  and  the  protection  now  given  to  them.  By  a  kind,  yet  firm,  course 
on  your  part,  and  by  the  good  deportment  of  your  troops,  secure  the 
confidence  and  good- will  of  the  community  in  which  you  may  be  located. 
Let  the  inhabitants  feel  you  are  in  their  midst  as  friends  and  protectors. 
Should  you  gain  information  of  the  gathering,  for  offensive  movements, 
of  armed  bodies  of  men  not  too  powerful  to  be  overcome  by  a  force  you 
can  safely  detach,  capture  or  rout  them  by  surprise,  if  possible,  and 
seize  and  h<:ld  as  prisoners  of  war  all  parties  injuring  the  lines  of  com- 
munication, or  arrayed  or  plotting  against  the  peace  of  the  United  States ; 
ascertain  the  resources  of  the  country,  with  a  view  of  subsisting  your 
command  (perhaps  to  be  largely  increased),  and  drawing  as  little  as  pos- 
sible provisions  and  stores  from  this  or  other  distant  regions. 

The  commanding  general  desires  you  to  report  in  full  your  operations 
and  any  information  gained  on  matters  of  importance,  and  from  time  to 
time,  as  occasion  may  offer,  he  would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you  on 
such  topics  as  yon  may  deem  of  interest. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Chambersburg,  Pa.,  June  7. 1861. 

Lieut  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Asst.  AdjU  Gen.,  U.  8.  Army,  Washington  City : 

Sib  :  The  inclosed  telegrams  will  inform  the  General-in-Chief  how  the 
Elmira  regiment  succeeded  in  passing  out  of  this  department  and  what 
companies  of  the  Second  Infantry  have  been  to  Pittsburgh.* 

From  private  information  I  have  reason  to  believe'Company  0,  Sec- 

•Not  found. 
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ond  Infantry,  will  soon  be  in  from  Fort  Ripley.  Am  I  authorized  to 
take  it  and  others  of  the  regiment  passing  East? 

I  desire  in  a  few  days  to  occupy  the  roads  beyond  Hagerstown,  and 
to  establish  my  headquarters  in  that  town,  but  do  not,  in  face  of  the 
order  of  the  General-in-Chief  not  to  make  a  forward  movement,  like  to 
advance  beyond  Greencastle,  to  which  point  Colonel  Thomas'  brigade 
moved  to-day.  I  can  in  a  few  days  hence  throw  with  wagons  eight 
thousand  men  beyond  that  point,  and  by  rail  at  the  same  time  two 
thousand  more. 

While  the  river  is  high  from  recent  rains,  I  wish  to  establish  my  depots 
and  to  intrench  my  left  flank  on  the  Boonsborongh  road,  placing  there 
the  force  with  which  I  can  threaten  the  Maryland  Heights,  and,  should 
a  favorable  occasion  offer,  storm  them.  This  force  will  be  that  which  I 
will  not  be  able  to  provide  with  sufficient  transportation  at  present 
The  approaches  to  Harper's  Ferry  are  so  well  guarded,  and  the  sympa- 
thizers with  the  rebels  in  the  immediate  vicinity  so  numerous,  that  no 
spy  can  approach  their  works.  The  little  information  I  can  gain  assures 
me  that  they  are  fortifying  west  of  Harper's  Ferry  as  well  as  at  the 
Maryland  Heights,  and  design  on  this  field  to  make  a  desperate  strug- 
gle for  supremacy. 

Independent  of  the  regular  force  with  Colonel  Thomas,  I  have  now  in 
this  vicinity  seventeen  regiments,  all  the  force  which  is  to  join  me,  ex- 
cept the  New  York  and  Ohio  regiments,  of  which  I  know  nothing. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedien^se^ant^^^ 

Af&jov- Cfcnwcil  Cqwwmw Unff 


Chambersburg,  Pa.,  June  7, 1861. 

Col.  B.  D.  Townsend, 

A8$t  Adjt.  Oen.j  Washington  City ; 

Sir  :  On  the  24th  ultimo  I  was  notified  by  the  General-in-Chief  to 
make  use  of  the  New  Jersey  quota  on  this  line.  I  called  upon  the  gov- 
ernor of  that  State  to  ascertain  when  they  would  be  ready,  and  was 
informed  that  they  would,  at  the  request  of  the  Secretary,  go  to  Wash- 
ington. 

Before  daybreak  this  morning  a  New  York  regiment  passed  through 
Harrisburg,  claiming  orders  of  later  date  than  the  4th  instant  from  the 
General-in-Chief  to  move  to  Washington.  I  have  ordered  it  to  return, 
unless  their  last  order  from  the  General-in-Chief  is  subsequent  to  the 
one  to  me. 

To-day  I  commenced  placing  on  the  road  to  Hagerstown  the  brigades 
as  prepared,  Colonel  Thomas,  Second  Cavalry,  leading  off  with  five  com- 
panies of  horse;  a  battalion  of  two  companies  of  the  First  Artillery; 
one  of  Eighth  Infantry,  and  one  of  volunteers ;  the  Sixth,  Twenty  first, 
and  Twenty-third  Regiments  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  He  will  encamp 
near  Greencastle,  and  hold  himself  ready  to  move  at  any  moment. 
*  To-morrow  morning  Brigadier-General  Williams,  commanding  the 
Seventh.  Eighth,  Tenth,  and  Twentieth  Regiments,  will  encamp  near 
him.  If  Colonel  Miles  arrives  by  the  time  wagons  will  be  prepared,  he 
will  be  assigned  to  the  command  of  a  brigade,  and  placed  in  close  prox- 
imity to  General  Williams.  The  baggage  train  comes  in  slowly,  but 
every  one  is  working  hard,  intelligently,  and  cheerfully  to  be  prepared 
at  the  earliest  moment,  and  I  expect  that  by  the  arrival  of  the  Third 
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gether. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Headquarters  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

Ckambertburg,  Pa.,  June  7, 1861. 

Col.  George  H.  Thomas,  XJ.  8.  A., 

Second  Cavalry ,  Comdg.  First  Brigade,  Greenoastle,  Pa.  : 

Colonel:  The  commanding  general  does  not  wish  to  make  any  move- 
ment forward  tending  to  permanent  occupation  till  he  is  prepared  with 
all  his  force  to  sustain  the  advance.  He  wishes  every  precaution  taken 
agamst  precipitate  action  and  nursing  ill-feeling,  both  by  political  dis- 
cussions and  improper  conduct  of  the  men.  The  Army  must  have  no 
enemies  in  the  rear.  On  your  prudence  and  judgment  he  relies  to  main- 


may  be  made  to  cross  into  Virginia  to  protect  Union  people 
under  assurance  that  a  small  force  only  is  required  to  present  itself  for 
disunion  to  hide  its  head  and  loyal  people  to  flock  to  your  banners. 
They  must  not  be  heeded.  If,  however,  inroads  are  made  into  Mary- 
land within  your  reach,  the  commanding  general  desires  you  to  meet 
the  invaders  with  a  force  which  will  ride  down  all  opposition,  and  in  all 
cases  to  return  to  your  present  camp.  When  practicable,  the  surprise 
of  armed  parties  will  be  effected.  Brigadier-General  Williams  will  be 
immediately  in  your  rear,  and  is  directed  to  sustain  you  in  all  cases. 
I  am,  &c. 

^     ^  F.  J^PORTER,  ^ 


Gbambersburo,  Pa.,  June  8, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  T.  A.  Morris, 

Commandina  U.  8,  Volunteers.  Grafton.  W.  Va. : 

General:  Tour  letter  introducing  Mr.  Philip  Pendleton  has  been 
handed  to  me  by  that  gentleman.  Mr.  Pendleton  has  given  me  much 
valuable  information,  and  I  am  extremely  gratified  by  your  kindness  in 
referring  him  to  me.  I  request  that  you  will  not  allow  yourself  to  be 
hampered  by  the  fear  of  trespassing  on  my  department.  I  would  sug- 
gest the  propriety  of  securing  Smith's  farm  and  Paddy  town  and  the 
bridges  in  their  vicinity,  with  a  view  of  cutting  off  such  supplies  as  may 
be  found  in  those  neighborhoods,  and  dispersing  any  bodies  of  insur- 
gents that  you  may  meet,  or  who  may  assemble  near  your  line  of  opera- 


obedient  servant, 
R.  PATTERSON, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Washington,  June  8, 1861. 

Major-General  PATTERSON, 

U.  8.  Forces,  Commanding,  &c.  t 
Sir  :  I  think  your  expedition  against  Harper's  Ferry  well  projected, 
and  that  success  in  it  would  be  an  important  step  in  the  war;  but 


Digitized  by  Google 


Chaf.  IX.J  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION.  671 

must  be  no  reverse.  Hence  I  have  given  you  the  best  re-enforcement* 
within  my  reach,  and  have  just  ordered  Colonel  Burnside's  fine  Rhode 
Island  regiment  of  infantry,  with  its  battery  (about  1,200  strong),  to 
proceed  to  Carlisle,  and  there  receive  your  orders.  A  company  of  the 
Fourth  Artillery  (to  receive  its  horses  and  battery  at  Carlisle)  .with  the 
battalion  of  the  Third  Infantry  took  the  same  route  and  with  the  same 
instructions  yesterday.  This  battery  may  not  be  ready  for  you  in  time, 
though  these  heavy  rains  must  swell  the  Potomac  and  delay  your  pas- 


sage some  days, 
I  am  organizing, 

Colonel  Stone.   He  will  have  about  2,500  men,  including  two  troops  of 


am  organizing,  to  aid  you,  a  small  secondary  expedition  under 


cavalry  and  a  section  (two  pieces)  of  artillery. 

The  movements  by  road  and  canal  will  commence  the  10th  instant, 
and  passing  up  the  country,  touching  at  Rockville,  be  directed  upon 
the  ferry  opposite  to  Leesburg.  This  may  be  but  a  diversion  in  your 
favor,  but  possibly  it  may  be  turned  into  an  effective  co-operation. 
Colonel  Stone  will  be  instructed  to  open  a  communication  with  you  if 
practicable,  and  you  will  make  a  corresponding  effort  on  your  part 

I  do  not  distinctly  foresee  that  we  shall  be  able  to  make  any  diversion 
in  your  behalf  on  the  other  side  of  the  Potomac  beyond  repairing  the 
lower  part  of  the  railroad  leading  from  Alexandria  towards  the  Manas- 
sas Gap. 

I  have  said  that  we  must  sustain  no  reverse ;  but  this  is  not  enough, 
a  check  or  a  drawn  battle  would  be  a  victory  to  the  enemy, 'filling  his 
heart  with  joy,  his  ranks  with  men,  and  his  magazines  with  voluntary 
contributions. 

Take  your  measures,  therefore,  circumspectly;  make  a  good  use  of 
your  engineers  and  other  experienced  staff  officers  aud  generals,  and 
attempt  nothing  without  a  clear  prospect  of  success,  as  you  will  find 
the  enemy  strongly  posted  and  not  inferior  to  you  in  numbers. 

With  entire  confidence  in  your  valor  and  judgment,  I  remain,  your 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Frederick  City,  Md.,  June  9, 1861. 

General  Patterson, 

Comdg.  IT,  &  Forces  at  or  near  Chamber tburg,  Pa. : 

•  Whereas  Lieutenant-General  Scott  has  authorized  me,  by  an  accred- 
ited messenger,  to  make  a  requisition  upon  you  for  a  detachment  of 
troops,  to  be  sent  to  Frederick  City,  if  in  my  discretion  I  deem  it  neces- 
sary for  the  public  welfare;  and  whereas  the  city  of  Frederick  is  at  any 
moment  liable  to  attack  by  the  rebels  at  Harper's  Ferry  and  vicinity : 
and  whereas  stores  and  provisions  are  daily  sent  from  this  city  and 
vicinity  to  Virginia,  in  aid  and  comfort  of  the  enemy,  I  having  no 
means  at  my  disposal  of  preventing  said  transportation  of  stores  and 
provisions : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Thomas  H.  Hicks,  governor  of  Maryland,  do,  by 
this  my  requisition,  call  upon  vou  for  such  detachment  of  the  troops 
under  your  command  as  you,  m  your  military  knowledge,  mav  deem 
sufficient  for  the  purposes  indicated,  provided  your  response  for  this 
requisition  will  not  interfere  with  the  safety  of  the  great  interests  con- 
fided to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  H.  HICKS. 
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Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commanding  Fort  Monroe,  Virginia : 

Sir  :  Your  letters  of  the  4th  and  6th  instant  are  received. 

The  General-in-Chief  desires  me  to  say  in  reply,  that  he  highly  com- 
mends yonr  zeal  and  activity,  which  oblige  the  enemy  to  strengthen 
his  camp  and  posts  in  your  vicinity  and  hold  him  constantly  on  the 
alert  The  principal  value  of  your  movement  upon  Suffolk  is,  that  it 
would  be  the  easiest  route  to  the  Gosport  navy-yard,  and  the  objects 
(including  many  ships  of  war)  which  our  people  on  the  former  occasion 
left  undestroyed.  The  possession  of  Norfolk  within  itself  is  of  no  im- 
portance whilst  we  blockade  Hampton  I  toads ;  but  the  destruction  of 
the  railroads  leading  from  that  city,  as  far  as  you  may  find  it  practica- 
ble, would  be  a  valuable  coercive  measure. 

The  naval  commander  should  aid  you  in  the  collection  of  boats  for 
joint  expeditions,  and  the  Secretary  of  War  has  said  that  he  would 
cause  some  eighty  horses  to  be  bought  and  shipped  to  you  for  a  light 
battery. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General 


Ohambersburo,  June  10, 1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War: 

Dear  GENEr  vl  :  I  have  your  note,  and  thank  you  for  the  attention. 
There  is  no  use  i  telegraphing  General  Scott  or  the  Department  to 
stop  troops  at  Harrisburg.  Under  authority  from  General  Scott  I  have 
ordered  from  New  York  regiments  in  succession  to  proceed  from  Harris- 
burg to  this  place,  aud  in  each  case  the  colonels  have  refused  to  obey. 
If  the  Department  will  send  orders  to  their  camps  to  come  here,  they 
will  probably  obey  j  not  else. 

Remember,  I  beseech  you,  that  Harper's  Ferry  is  (as  I  have  said  from 
the  flrst)the  place  where  the  first  great  battle  will  be  fought,  and  the 
result  will  be  decisive  of  the  future.  The  insurgents  are  strongly  in- 
trenched, have  an  immense  number  of  guns,  and  will  contest  every  inch 
of  ground.  Under  these  circumstances  I  earnestly  and  urgently  request 
that  you  order  the  regiments  expected  in  Harrisburg  and  the  three 
New  Jersey  regiments  to  proceed  to  this  place  with  all  dispatch.  Tfie 
commander  of  the  Jersey  regiments  has  served  with  me,  and  I  can  rely 
on  him.  The  Jersey  troops  were  put  under  my  command  by  General 
Scott,  but  Governor  Olden  says  you  have  ordered  them  to  go  to  Wash- 
ington, not  being  aware.  I  suppose,  that  they  had  been  assigned  to  me 
by  the  General-inChier.  Pardon  me  for  pressing  this  subject.  The 
importance  of  victory  at  Harper's  Ferry  cannot  be  estimated.  I  can- 
not sleep  for  thinking  about  it  Kemember,  my  dear  general,  that  my 
reputation  and  the  reputation  of  our  dear  old  State  is  at  stake  in  this 
issue.  I  beseech  you,  therefore,  by  our  ancient  friendship,  give  me  the 
means  of  success.  You  have  the  means ;  place  them  at  my  disposal, 
and  shoot  me  if  I  do  not  use  them  to  advantage. 
With  great  regard,  truly  yours, 

R.  PATTERSON. 

Please  issue  the  orders  at  once. 
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|  CHAMBER8BURO,  Pa^  June  10,  1861. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  H.  Hicks, 

Governor  of  Maryland : 

Governor  :  In  response  to  the  communication  of  the  9th.  instant, 
with  which  you  have  honored  me,  and  to  the  call  for  protection  yon 

4  make  upon  the  troops  under  my  command,  I  have  to  inform  you  that 
the  public  interest  in  your  vicinity,  as  well  as  in  other  portions  of  your 
State,  have  received  my  devoted  attention,  and  that  I  am  preparing  to 
protect  and  secure  you  against  molestation  by  the  common  enemy  of 
our  country :  and  I  assure  you  that  the  people  throughout  your  State, 
and  especially  in  the  vicinity  of  Frederick,  shall  have  protection  so  soon 
as  I  can  extend  it  consistently  with  the  safety  of  other  important  in- 
terests confided  to  me  and  movements,  one  object  of  which  is  to  rid 
you  forever  of  the  parties  of  whom  you  complain. 

i  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  PATTERSON, 


Washington,  June  10, 1861. 

General  E.  Patterson,  U.  S.  A., 

Chamber sburg,  Pa.: 

The  General-in-Chief  says  call  the  two  regiment*  of  Colonels  Small 
and  Einstein  to  your  column.  He  thinks  this  will  probably  be  as 
mu£h  addition  as  you  will  now  require  to  your  force. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

*  Assistant  Adjutant- General 

i 

I   

» 

Cincinnati,  June  11, 1861. 

I       Lieut.  Gen.  W.  Scott  : 

Immediately  upon  receipt  of  your  telegram  of  the  6th  1  gave  orders  to 
muster  in  Virginia  troops  for  defense  of  the  State.  Counter  order  of 
Secretary  of  War  received  yesterday,  and  at  once  transmitted  to  General 
Morris  at  Grafton.   Just  received  from  him  the  following  telegram : 

If  we  don't  muster  Virgin  ians  into  service  according  to  proclamation  and  arm  them, 
we  most  quit  the  territory  or  prepare  to  hold  it  with  Federal  troops.  The  strong  mo- 
tive of  the  move  here  is  gone  unless  their  volunteers  are  received.  Such  as  volunteer 
'  for  the  service  will  not  enter  unconditionally,  having  'not  State  aid.  Small  force  of 
rebels  can  control  numbers.  Have  already  mustered  some  informally.  When  a  regi- 
ment is  ready  it  will  not  do  to  disband.  The  effect  would  be  disastrous.  It  is  the 
cheapest  way  to  defend  Western  Virginia.  It  is  the  only  way  to  unite  her  citizens. 
Other  methods  will  fail. 

I  fully  concur  with  General  Morris  and  the  leading  men  in  Virginia, 
and  think  it  would  be  impolitic  to  make  farther  movements  in  Western 
Virginia  at  present  unless  we  can  follow  it  up  by  raising  Virginia  troops 
for  their  own  defense.  If  decision  cannot  be  revenged,  shall  troops  now 
inuAtered  in  lw  dixbauded  ?   1  beg  and  trust  not 

GEO.  B.  McOLKLLAN, 

Major- Genera / ,  TT,  ff.  Army. 
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Headquarters  Department  op  the  Ohio, 

Cincinnati,  June  11,  1861. 

Col.  B.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  s 

Colonel  :  I  sent  by  telegraph  to-day  General  Morris'  telegram  in 
relation  to  troops  in  Western  Virginia.  It  is  long,  bat  of  such  impor- 
tance, that  I  felt  it  necessary  to  transmit  it  as  it  was.  I  cannot  urge  too 
strongly  the  importance  of  this  matter,  on  which  hinges,  I  think,  the 
fate  of  Western  Virginia.  I  regard  the  position  of  Western  Virginia 
as  very  different  from  that  of  Maryland.  The  anxiety  in  regard  to  this 
condition  arises,  I  think,  not  from  any  unwillingness  to  fight  the  battles 
of  the  Union  on  any  battle-field,  but  from  the  natural  solicitude  of  a 
simple  people  for  their  own  homes  and  families.  We  have  it  in  our 
power  to  unite  that  people  firmly  to  us  forever.  I  hope  the  opportunity 
may  not  be  permitted  to  pass  by.  I  ask  the  efforts  of  the  Lieutenant- 
General  in  my  support 

General  Morris  informs  me  to-day  by  telegram  that  one  of  his  parties 
has  dispersed  another  small  camp  at  St  George,  capturiug  a  lieutenant 
and  two  secession  flags.  If  secession  flags  are  not  too  plenty  with  you 
I  will  forward  that  taken  at  Philippi  in  fair  fight 

I  have  been  prevented  from  a  forward  movement  on  Beverly  by  the 
want  of  transportation  and  cavalry.  The  first  defect  is  by  this  time 
remedied,  and  I  am  trying  to  secure  the  second  by  inducing  the  gov- 
ernor to  raise  State  cavalry.  I  know  the  slender  force  of  regulars  on 
hand,  and  dislike  asking  for  them,  but  if  I  could  have  the  six  companies 
of  First  Cavalry  now  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  I  could  make  excellent  use 
of  them. 

I  have  been  obliged  to  defer  the  Kanawha  movement  for  a  few  days. 
I  hope  before  I  am  ready  to  make  it  to  have  received  authority  to  muster 
in  Virginia  troops  for  the  defense  of  that  valley.  I  learned  to-day,  from 
authority  apparently  reliable,  that  two  regiments  of  Tennessee  troops 
had  orders  to  move  last  night  from  Camp  Cheatham  (near  Nashville)  to 
Union  City,  and  thence,  when  re-enforced,  to  take  possession  of  Island  No. 
1,  some  six  miles  south  of  Cairo.  I  at  once  sent  to  General  Buckner  a 
telegram,  of  which  I  inclose  a  copy,  also  one  to  Governor  Magoffin,  and 
had  them  repeated  to  Hou.  J.  J.  Crittenden  and  Hon.  James  Guthrie  for 
their  information.  General  Buckner  came  to  see  me  on  Friday  last 
We  sat  up  all  night,  talking  about  matters  of  common  interest  Buck- 
ner gave  me  his  word  that  should  any  Tennessee  troops  cross  the  fron- 
tier of  Kentucky  he  would  use  all  the  force  at  his  disposal  to  drive  them 
out,  and,  failing  in  that,  would  call  on  me  for  assistance.  He  went  to 
Tennessee  after  leaving  here  to  present  that  view  to  Governor  U arris. 

Great  trouble  is  being  experienced  in  reorganizing  the  regiments  at 
Camp  Dennison.  It  is  very  necessary  that  money  should  be  provided 
at  once  to  pay  off  the  three-months'  men  and  get  them  out  of  the  way, 
say  $120,000  at  a  rough  calculation. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaut, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major- Gfinertil)  U.  S.  AriRy. 

llueluaiuv*.] 

Cincinnati,  J  me  11, 1861. 

General  S.  B.  Buckner,  Louisville,  Ky. : 

I  have  information,  apparently  reliable,  that  at  least  two  Tennessee 
regiments  had  orders  to  move  last  night  from  Camp  Cheatham  to  Union 
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City,  thence,  on  being  re-en  forced,  to  occupy  at  once  Island  No.  1,  six  miles 
below  Cairo.  I  notify  yon  of  this  in  accordance  with  onr  understanding 
that  yon  would  not  permit  Tennessee  troops  to  cross  ^our  frontier. 
Please  reply  at  once  whether  you  consider  the  island  on  the  Kentucky 
side  of  the  channel  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Kentucky,  and  how  you 
regard  those  on  the  Missouri  side  of  the  river.  Prompt  action  is  neces- 
sary. 

GEO.  B.  McCLBLLAN, 

yftijof-  General. 

Cincinnati,  June  11, 1861. 

Gov.  B.  Magoffin,  Frankfort,  Ky. : 

I  have  received  information  that  Tennessee  troops  are  under  orders 
to  occupy  Island  No.  1,  six  miles  below  Cairo.  In  accordance  with  my 
understanding  with  General  Bnckner,  I  call  upon  you  to  prevent  this 
step.  Do  you  regard  the  islands  in  the  Mississippi  River  above  the  Ten- 
nessee line  as  within  your  jurisdiction ;  and.  if  so,  what  onest 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-  General, 


General  Orders,  \      Hdqrs.  Department  op  Annapolis, 

No.  5.  S  Fori  McHenry,  June  11,  1861. 

In  pursuance  of  orders  from  the  headquarters  of  the  Army,  Major- 
General  Banks  hereby  assumes  command  of  the  Department  of  An- 
napolis.* 

By  order  of  Major-General  Banks: 

ROBEHT  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant- Adjutant  General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

Chambersburg,  Pa.,  June  12, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Asst.  Adjt  Gen.,  U.  8.  Army,  Washington  City: 

Sir  :  I  yesterday  notified  yon  of  the  occupation  of  Cumberland  by 
the  Indiana  regiment  under  Colonel  Wallace,  and  the  fact  of  secession 
militia  being  in  his  vicinity,  upon  whom  he  designed  to  call.  I  now  in- 
close for  the  information  of  the  General-in-Chief  the  satisfactory  report 
of  his  journey  through  Virginia. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  with  few  exceptions  the  people  of  Mary- 
land are  loyal,  and  wherever  a  Federal  force  will  appear  disloyalty  will 
hide  its  head  and  the  Government  receive  powerful  auxiliaries.  The 
Unionists  now  present  a  bold  front  and  call  for  aid,  which,  as  I  cannot 
now  give  and  properly  sustain,  would  invite  attack  and  perhaps  cause 
defeat. 

In  the  counties  bordering  the  Potomac  are  many  Union-loving  people, 
but  the  secessionists  are  so  powerful  and  violent  and  well  armed,  that 
our  friends  dare  not  express  open  sympathy,  and  are  often  forced  to 
array  themselves  against  us.  For  this  reason  and  to  sustain  the  com- 
mand at  Cumberland,  which  can  gradually  work  its  way  east,  repairing 
bridges,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  two  regiments  at  least,  if  they 
could  be  devoted  to  that  purpose,  be  designated  to  protect  the  road  in 
the  rear  and  permit  Colonel  Wallace  to  approach.   Supplies  must  also 

*  Relieving  Brevet  Major-General  Cadwalader. 
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be  sent  by  rail  from  Wheeling,  and  require  protection.  I  regret  my 
command  is  not  in  condition  and  sufficiently  strong  in  face  of  a  power- 
ful foe  to  detaen  at  present  a  force  towards  Cumberland.  I  am  resolved 
to  conquer  and  risk,  nothing. 

On  Saturday  my  depot  will  be  established  in  Hagerstown,  and  imme- 
diately thereafter  my  headquarters  will  be  transferred  to  that  place. 
The  want  of  wagons  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring  teams  rapidlv 
enough  has  trammeled  me  and  does  so  yet,  but  on  Saturday  night  I 
shall  have  in  front  of  Hagerstown  over  ten  thousand  men,  strongly 
posted.  With  depot  there  established  the  different  commands  will  be 
tit  ted  with  expedition  and  pushed  towards  the  river.  The  Fourth  Ar- 
tillery battery  will  not  receive  its  horses  before  Saturday.  The  heavy 
battery  will  arrive  in  Hagerstown  after  me.  Before  being  prepared  to 
advance  from  that  point  the  troops  will  be  well  drilled  and  disciplined. 
A  marked  improvement  is  daily  manifested  in  their  military  exercises, 
and  the  regiments  lately  arrived  are  in  excellent  condition  and  drill. 
Their  successes  ere  long  will,  I  hope,  prove  we  have  gained  by  delay. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R  PATTERSON, 


Cttmberland,  Md.,  June  11,  1861. 

Major-General  Patterson: 

Sir  :  Your  dispatches,  by  hand  of  Jerome  Closson,  were  delivered  to 
me  by  him  this  morning,  shortly  after  my  arrival.  At  this  time  I  have 
only  to  say  that  your  instructions  shall  be  carried  out  to  the  best  of  my 
ability.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  add  that  my  command  has  been  most 
kindly  and  hospitably  received  by  the  citizens  of  Cumberland,  who  ap- 
pear from  their  demonstrations  to  be  most  16yal  and  Union.  I  may  also 
say  that  I  reached  this  point  by  way  of  Grafton,  and  along  my  route" 
through  Virginia  was  met  with  a  feeling  of  good-will  amounting  to  en- 
thusiasm. Although  my  march  was  considerably  in  advance  of  General 
McClellau'8  troops,  and  through  what  is  called  a  disaffected  region, 
there  was  not  a  single  act  of  hostility  to  disturb  my  progress  or  inter- 
rupt communication  with  General  Morris*  command  at  Grafton. 

By  every  available  opportunity  I  will  forward  you  reports  of  the 
positions  and  strength  of  my  detachments  and  the  condition  of  my 
regiment.  At  this  time  I  have  over  eight  hundred  effective  men,  keen 
for  the  contest,  uniformed  and  very  perfectly  equipped  for  the  field. 
If  there  is  impropriety  in  the  remark,  general,  I  hope  you  will  excuse 
it,  but  I  cannot  help  concluding  with  an  earnest  expression  of  the  hope 
that  you  will  not  forget  me  when  you  advance  upon  Harper's  Ferry  and 
Richmond,  if  such  be  your  aim.  Through  special  favor  of  General 
Scott  (God  bless  him)  we  are  in  the  East  and  under  your  command, 
probably  the  only  stranger  regiment  in  a  division  of  gallant  soldiers. 
I  hail  from  a  State  which,  since  Buena  Vista,  has  been  under  a  cloud 
of  slander.  Do  not,  I  beg  you.  withhold  from  us  the  only  chance  we 
may  ever  have  to  show  the  people  of  the  East  that  Indiana  has  as  much 
courage  as  loyalty,  and  can  and  will  fight  to  the  last  man  to  crush  out 
treason  and  vindicate  her  lost  honor.  General,  I  will  go  to  the  duty 
you  have  assigned  me,  confidently  relying  upon  your  generosity  and 
judgment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  servant, 

LEWIS  WALLACE, 
Colonel  Eleventh  Indiana  Regiment. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Cincinnati.,  June  12,1*61. 

CoL  K.  i>.  ToWNSENi),  AM*i*lant  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  for  the  information  of  the 
General-in-Chief  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Garrett  Davis. 

I  leave  this  afternoon  for  Cairo.  In  the  mean  time  I  have  started  all 
the  preparations  for  an  expedition  to  gain  possession  of  the  Kanawha 
Valley,  which  will  probably  be  the  end  of  the  secession  cause  in  that 

■atttfvf  AVI 

regiuu. 

I  have  directed  Major  Marey  to  make  a  careful  inspection  of  those 
Illinois  regiments  which  I  will  not  see  en  route  to  Cairo. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major-  Gmeral,  U.  H.  Army. 


Paris,  Ky.,  April  [Junet\  8,  IML 
George  B.  MoClellan: 

DEAR  Sir  :  It  will  probably  be  unnecessary  and  superfluous,  but  still 
I  feel  impelled  to  address  you  this  note : 

An  intelligent  friend  was  with  me  last  evening  who  had  left  the  State 
of  Mississippi  three  days  before,  and  traveled  through  a  section  of 
Tennessee  and  from  Nashville  to  Louisville  by  the  railroad.  He  in- 
formed me  that  the  insurgents  claimed  to  have  eight  thousand  troops 
at  Corinth,  in  Mississippi,  and  about  twenty  thousand  along  the  rail- 
road between  Nashville  and  the  Kentucky  line  and  along  that  line. 
He  understood  from  an  officer  high  in  command  in  one  of  their  camps 
that  there  was  a  perfect  understanding  between  their  leaders  and  our 
governor  that  if  Colonel  Anderson  moved  with  any  troops  to  Louisville 
or  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  proceeded  to  take  possession 
of  Louisville  aud  of  the  railroad,  or  to  violate  the  neutrality  of  Ken- 
tucky as  laid  down  in  the  governor's  proclamation,  the  Tennesseeans 
had  his  express  permission  to  take  possession  of  the  road  in  Kentucky 
and  also  of  Louisville,  and  that  they,  with  the  secessionists  in  that 
part  of  Kentucky,  would  advance  upon  Louisville  with  twenty  thousand 
troops. 

My  informant  further  said  that  the  same  officer  had  disclosed  to  him 
this  as  the  general  plan  of  the  campaign  by  the  Confederate  leaders 
in  Virginia :  Beauregard  was  to  make  a  movement  on  Alexandria  and 
a  feint  attack  on  Mansfield's  lines,  and  then  fall  rapidly  back  on  the 
interior  of  Virginia,  with  a  view  to  draw  Mansfield  after  him  in  rapid 
pursuit,  and  in  this  way  he  was  to  be  drawn  deeply  in  the  pursuit, 
when  all  the  Confederate  forces  that  could  in  the  interval  be  as- 
sembled in  Virginia  and  all  that  could  be  got  together  in  that  State 
were  to  move  rapidly  upon  him,  intercept  his  retreat,  and  capture  or 
annihilate  his  army.  The  gentleman  told  me  that  the  whole  Southern 
people  were  animated  by  the  most  intense  hatred  against  the  Northern 
States  and  Lincoln's  administration,  and  felt  the  greatest  confidence 
that  their  forces  would  be  victorious  wherever  they  fought  on  anything 
like  equal  terms.  He  also  expressed  his  own  belief  that  the  Southern 
men  had  much  greater  skill  in  the  use  of  small-arms,  superiority  in 
horsemanship,  and  were  more  alert  and  spirited  than  Northern  men, 
and  that  when  they  were  anything  like  equal  in  numbers  they  would 
be  victorious,  especially  in  the  early  battles. 
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I  do  not  believe  we  oan  mach  longer  escape  trouble  in  Kentucky. 
The  sympathy  for  the  South  and  the  inclination  to  secession  among  our 
people  is  much  stronger  in  the  southwestern  corner  of  the  State  than  it 
is  in  any  other  part,  and  as  you  proceed  towards  the  upper  section  of 
the  Ohio  River  and  our  Virginia  line  it  gradually  becomes  weaker  until 
it  is  almost  wholly  lost.  The  vote  for  our  delegates  to  the  Border  State 
Convention  was  not  a  true  test  of  the  strength  of  parties  in  our  State, 
though  I  doubt  not  that  two-thirds  of  our  people  are  unconditionally  for 
the  Union.  The  timid  and  quiet  are  for  it,  and  they  shrink  from  con- 
vulsion and  civil  war,  whilst  all  the  bold,  the  reckless,  and  the  bank 
rapt  are  for  secession.  They  think  that  if  they  could  have  a  large  body 
of  their  partisans  armed  as  the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Cross,  the  State 
Guards,  &c.,  they  could  strike  a  startling  blow,  establish  extensively 
over  the  State  a  reign  of  terror,  and  force  Kentucky  out  as  Virginia  and 
Tennessee  were  taken.  Such  an  attempt  would  have  been  much  more 
apt  to  have  succeeded  before  the  distribution  of  the  arms  that  we  ob- 
tained through  lieutenant  Nelson.  Since  the  Union  men  got  them  they 
have  organized  companies  and  have  been  actively  drilling,  and  they  feel 
much  more  confidence  in  their  ability  to  defend  themselves  and  a  grow- 
ing disposition  to  uphold  the  Union  at  all  hazards ;  but  all  the  effort*  of 
our  governor  and  of  our  inspector-general  have  been  to  arm  the  seces- 
sionists and  to  keep  arms  from  the  Union  men.  The  consequence  is  that 
the  secessionists  have  the  largest  number  of  armed  men. 

We  have  placed  the  5,000  muskets  in  the  hands  of  the  Union  men,  of 
whom  about  one  half  would  use  tfcem  in  defense  of  the  Union  in  their 
particular  localities  and  the  others  anywhere  in  the  State.  We  have 
something  like  one  hundred  companies  organized  widely  over  the  State 
who  have  applied  for  arms  since  we  distributed  our  whole  stock,  and  we 
have  not  been  able  to  furnish  them  with  a  gun.  We  were  promised 
5,000  more  of  muskets  and  8,000  Sharp's  and  Enfield  rifles.  It  has  been 
unfortunate  that  they  were  withheld,  for  we  could  by  this  time  have  had 
them  all  distributed  to  good  men,  which  would  have  made  the  Union 
strength  in  the  State  invincible.  There  is  a  great  difference  between 
Union  men  armed  and  unarmed.  We  ought  to  be  putting  many  more 
guns  in  the  hands  of  our  friends,  and  particularly  in  the  northern  and 
eastern  sections  of  the  State,  for  there  the  largest  body  of  its  most  faith- 
ful friends  is  to  be  found.  About  the  latter  part  of  this  month  or  first  of 
July  the  ball  will  very  probably  open.  You  will  have  to  move  on  Padu- 
can  and  Columbus,  in  this  State,  and  Memphis,  in  Tennessee,  and  if  we 
now  had  the  arms  that  were  promised  us  we  would  have  ready  three 
times  as  large  a  movable  force  to  aid  you  as  we  could  now  bridg  in  the 
field.  We  will  find  our  governor  a  declared  and  active  rebel,  and  we 
would  have  ample  numbers  to  drive  him  from  the  State. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

GARRETT  DAVIS. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

Chamber »burg,  Pa.,  June  12,  1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSEND,  Headquarters  of  Army,  Washington  City: 

General  Cadwalader  arrived,  and  goes  to  Green  castle  to  command 
First  Division,  composed  of  First,  Third,  and  Fourth  Brigades.  Am 
delayed  for  want  of  transportation,  which  comes  in  slowly.  Saturday 
shall  establish  depot  at  Hagerstown,  well  guarded  in  advance.  Write 
by  mail  to-day.   Nothing  new. 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major- Qeneraly  Commanding 
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Circular.]  Hdqrs.  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

Chamber  aburg,  Pa.,  June  12,  1861. 

The  commanding  general  directs  the  following  movements  to  take 
place  on  Saturday  morning : 

The  First  Brigade,  Colonel  Thomas  commanding,  will  march  by  the 
Williamsport  and  Greencastle  road,  leaving  Hagerstown  to  the  left,  and 
establish  its  camp  near  Williamsport,  but  far  enough  from  the  river  to 
be  free  from  the  enemy's  shot  He  will  hold  Williamsport  and  protect 
the  ford  by  artillery. 

The  Fourth  Brigade,  Colonel  Miles  commanding,  will  follow  the  First 
Brigade,  and  locate  its  camp  temporarily  on  stream  in  the  rear  and  on 
the  right  of  First  Brigade. 

The  Third  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Williams  commanding,  will  take 
the  Hagerstown  turnpike  and  the  direct  road  to  Sharpsburg,  and  estab- 
lish its  camp  near  head  of  stream.  This  brigade  will  throw  a  large 
picket  towards  Sharpsburg. 

The  Second  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Wynkoop  commanding,  will 
proceed  by  rail  to  Hagerstown  and  march  on  the  Frederick  turnpike  to 
vicinity  of  Funkstown. 

The  Fifth  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Negley  commanding,  will  move 
by  rail  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  be  established  on  the  Hagerstown  and 
Williamsport  turnpike. 

The  quartermaster  will  provide  wagon  transportation  in  Hagerstown 
for  this  and  the  preceding  column. 

Each  brigade  will  post  its  guards  and  sentinels  so  as  to  secure  a  con- 
tinuous line  from  camp  to  camp,  and  place  its  pickets  far  enough  in  ad- 
vance and  on  the  flanks  to  secure  against  surprise. 

Each  brigade  will  protect  the  adjoining  one,  and  in  case  of  attack  go 
to  its  assistance. 

The  Fifth  Brigade  will,  in  addition  to  being  the  reserve,  provide  the 
guards  for  the  store  houses,  hospitals,  &c,  in  the  vicinity  of  Hagers- 
town. 

In  selecting  camps,  the  commanding  officers  will  have  a  regard  for 
defense  and  drill  and  healthy  locations. 

General  Cadwalader  will  see  to  the  location  of  the  camp  of  each  brig- 
ade and  administration  of  affairs. 

General  Kcim  will  see  to  the  execution  of  orders  in  this  vicinity,  un 
til  the  departure  of  his  division,  when  he  will  join  it  in  front  of  Ha- 
gerstown. 

Immediately  on  arrival  of  a  train  in  Hagerstown  the  regiments  will 
be  formed  and  marched  through  town  and  be  located  on  its  ground  in 
line  of  battle,  its  pickets  thrown  out  and  guards  established. 

The  men  must  be  kept  in  camp  ready  at  all  times  for  instant  action, 
and  be  drilled  in  the  school  of  the  company  and  regiment. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Patterson: 

F.  J.  PORTEB, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  June  12,  1861. 

General  McClellan,  0.  S.  A.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio : 

Your  telegram  of  yesterday  is  received.  There  has  been  a  misappre- 
hension somewhere.  The  Secretary  of  War  approves  your  policy  of 
mustering  Western  Virginians  to  defend  Western  Virginia.  Proceed  in 
this  at  your  discretion. 

WLNFIELD  SCOTT. 
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Washington,  June  13, 1861. 

Major-General  Patterson,  TJ.  8.  A., 

Commanding,  <£#.,  Chambersburg,  Pa. : 

Sib  :  The  General-in-Chief  directs  me  to  say  that  on  the  supposition 
you  will  cross  the  river  Monday  or  Tuesday  next  (17th  ox  18th),  Briga- 
dier-General McDowell  will  be  instructed  to  make  a  demonstration  from 
Alexandria  in  the  direction  of  Manassas  Junction  one  or  two  days  be- 
fore. The  General  does  not  wish  you  to  hasten,  but  keep  him  informed, 
so  that  General  McDowell  may  properly  time  his  movement. 

Colonel  Stone  is  advancing  on  Edwards  Ferry  and  towards  Leesburg, 
to  intercept  supplies  and  be  governed  by  circumstances.  If  he  finds 
means  to  communicate  with  you,  and  it  is  expedient  to  effect  a  junction 
with  you,  he  has  instructions  to  do  so.  The  General  has  sent  a  man 
(William  Johnston)  to  endeavor  to  pass  through  Harper's  Ferry,  and 
then  to  join  you  and  give  you  useful  information.  It  is  hoped  the 
facilities  he  seemed  to  possess  will  make  his  mission  successful. 
1  have  the  honor,  &c, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Chambebsbubg,  June  13, 1861. 
Hon.  Simon  C amebon,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington : 

Sib:  On  Saturday,  the  15th,  1  propose  to  throw  a  strong  force  in 
front  of  Hagerstown,  the  remainder  of  the  command  to  follow  as 
speedily  as  my  limited  means  of  transportation  will  permit.  We  will 
then  be  beyond  the  telegraph,  and  have  but  one  mail  a  day.  The  rail- 
road company  runs  two  trains  a  day.  and  the  postmaster  informs  me 
that  the  additional  cost  of  carrying  the  mail  by  both  trains  would  not 
exceed  fifty  dollars  a  month.  I  venture  to  request  that  the  contractors 
be  directed  to  forward  the  mails  twice  in  twenty-four  hours  to  the  Army 
under  my  command  wherever  located. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

^     R  PATTERSON^ 


4 

June  15,  1861. 

Approved. 

SIMON  CAMERON, 


Washington,  June  13, 1861. 
Major-General  Patteeson,  Chambersburg,  Pa. : 

Genebal:  Information  has  been  given  the  General-in-Chief  that  BeD. 
McCulloch  has  two  regiments  of  sharpshooters  coming  from  Texas,  and 
that  he  is  now  on  the  spot  preparing  to  meet  your  column,  aud  then  to 
fall  back  on  Harper's  Ferry. 

Indications  received  from  this  side  confirm  the  impression  you  seem 
to  have  that  a  desperate  stand  will  be  made  at  Harper's  Ferry  by  the 
rebels.  The  General  suggests  that  sharpshooters  be  met  by  sharp- 
shooters. 
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This  will  be  handed  to  yoa  by  Lieutenant  Babcock,  Corps  of  Engi 
lifers,  ordered  to  report  to  you. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  oliedieut  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General 


Headquarters  Department  op  Annapolis, 

Fort  McHenry,  June  13, 1861. 

To  the  Mayor  op  the  City  op  Baltimore  : 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  <x>py  of  an  order  issued 
to  the  troops  of  the  United  States  in  this  city  and  t  he  vicinity. 

In  pursuance  of  this  authority  no  soldier  will  be  permitted  to  leave 
his  post  or  enter  the  city  during  this  day  without  positive  orders  from 
the  general  in  command,  except  those  who  are  voters  under  the  consti- 
tution and  laws  of  Maryland,  and  whose  rights  as  voters,  as  I  under- 
stand, have  been  recognized  in  a  communication  addressed  by  you  to 
my  predecessor  in  command  of  this  department. 

I  earnestly  desire  to  co-operate  with  you  in  all  measures  that  may 
tend  to  promote  the  peace  of  the  city.  The  large  police  force,  wisely 
controlled,  I  think,  if  impartial  and  vigilant,  will  have  strength  to  sup- 
press ordinary  election  tumults  and  preserve  order. .  If  they  fail  to  do 
this,  or  if  any  considerable  portion  of  the  people  of  Baltimore  avail 
themselves  of  the  difficulties  of  the  occasion  to  orgauize  anarchy  and 
overthrow  all  forms  of  government,  the  responsibility  for  the  results, 
whatever  they  are,  will  fall  upon  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

NATH.  P.  BANKS. 

IIncWre.1 

Circular.]  Fort  McHenry,  June  12, 186L 

The  general  commanding  the  department  directs  me  to  say  that  you 
will  on  no  account  allow  any  of  the  men  of  your  command  to  be  absent 
from  your  camp  during  the  day  or  night  of  to-morrow.  You  will  hold 
your  command  in  readiness  at  a  moment's  notice  to  move  under  orders 
during  that  time,  with  arms  in  perfect  order,  and  provided  with  forty 
rounds  of  ammunition  to  each  man.  Should  you  not  have  the  necessary 
ammunition  on  hand,  you  will  send  your  quartermaster  to  report  to  me 
this  afternoon  for  an  additional  supply.  He  also  directs  that  you  close 
all  liquor  shops  in  your  vicinity  during  the  same  time. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Banks : 

ROBERT  WILLIAMS, 


Headquarters  Department  op  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  June  13,  1861. 

Col.  J.  B.  Maorudrr, 

Commandina  the  Forces  at  Yorktown,  <fec. : 

Sir  :  Your  favor  of  June  12,  by  Captain  Davies,  with  a  flag  of  truce, 
was  this  morning  received.* 

I  desire,  first,  to  thank  yon  for  the  courtesy  shown  to  the  flag  and  its 
messengers. 

•  In  reference  to  exchange  of  prisoners.   To  appear  in  'id  Seriee. 
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I  will  accept  the  exchange  for  Private  Carter.  The  two  citizen h  Whit- 
ing and  Sively  were  taken  with  arms  in  their  hands,  one  of  which  was 
discharged  from  the  house  of  Whiting  upon  the  column  of  our  troops 
when  all  resistance  was  useless  and  when  his  attack  was  simply  assas- 
sination, and  when  no  offense  had  been  committed  against  him. 

The  house  from  which  the  shot  was  fired  aud  a  building  which  formed 
a  part  of  your  outposts  are  the  only  conflagrations  caused  by  the  troops 
under  my  command,  and  the  light  of  these  had  ceased  hours  before  your 
men  ventured  out  from  uuder  their  earthworks  and  ditches  to  do  us  the 
courtesy  of  burying  our  dead,  for  which  act  you  have  my  sincere  thanks. 

After  our  troops  returned  from  the  field — hours  after — a  building  was 
burned  which  furnished  our  wounded  some  shelter,  and  from  which  we 
had  removed  them,  but  was  not  burned  by  our  men. 

For  your  kind  treatment  of  any  wounded  you  may  have,  please  to  ac- 
cept my  assurances  of  deep  obligations,  and  with  the  certainty  that  at 
any  and  every  opportunity  such  courtesy  and  kindness  will  be  recipro- 
cated. 

I  am  sorry  that  an  officer  so  distinguished  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  as  yourself  could  for  a  moment  suppose  that  the  wanton  destruc- 
tion of  private  property  could  in  any  way  be  authorized  or  tolerated  by 
the  Federal  Government  and  its  officers,  many  of  whom  are  yonr  late 
associates.  Even  now,  while  Your  letter  is  being  answered,  and  this  is  on  its 
way  to  you,  a  most  ignominious  and  severe  punishment,  in  the  presence 
of  all  the  troops  near  this  post,  is  being  inflicted  upon  men  who  have 
enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United  States — not  soldiers— for  plundering 
private  property,  which  con  Id  not,  by  the  strictest  construction,  be  con- 
sidered contraband  of  war  or  means  of  feeding  or  aiding  the  enemy. 
That  which  has  been  brought  within  my  lines,  or  in  any  way  has  come 
into  the  hands  of  my  troops  and  been  discovered,  with  the  strictest  exam- 
ination, has  been  taken  account  of,  collected  together,  to  be  given  up  to 
those  peaceable  citizens  who  have  come  forward  to  make  claim  for  it.  A 
board  of  survey  has  been  organized  and  has  already  reported  indemnity 
for  the  property  of  peaceable  citizens  necessarily  destroyed.  In  order 
to  convince  you  that  no  wrong  has  been  done  to  private  property  by  any 
one  in  authority  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  I  do  myself  the 
honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  general  orders  from  this  department,*  which 
will  sufficiently  explain  itself,  and  the  most  active  measures  have  been 
taken  to  rigidly  enforce  it,  and  to  punish  violations  thereof.  That  there 
have  been  too  many  sporadic  acts  of  wrong  to  private  property  com- 
mitted by  bad  men  under  my  command  I  admit  and  most  sincerely  regret, 
and  believe  they  will  in  the  future  be  substantially  prevented,  and  I 
mean  they  shall  be  repaired  in  favor  of  all  loyal  citizens,  so  far  as  lies 
in  my  power. 

You  have  done  me  the  honor  to  inform  me  that  the  vedette  Carter 
is  not  a  prisoner  taken  in  battle.  That  is  quite  true.  He  was  asleep  on 
his  post,  and  informs  me  that  his  three  companions  left  in  snch  haste 
that  they  neglected  to  wake  him  up,  and,  they  being  mounted  and  my 
men  on  foot,  the  race  was  a  difficult  one.  If  it  is  not  the  intention  of 
your  authorities  to  treat  the  citizens  of  Virginia,  taken  in  actual  conflict 
with  the  United  States,  as  soldiers,  in  what  light  shall  they  be  consid- 
ered t  Please  inform  me  in  what  light  you  regard  them.  If  not  soldiers, 
must  they  not  be  assassins  f 

A  sergeant  of  Captain  Davies'  command  will  be  charged  to  meet  your 
sergeant  at  4  o'clock  at  the  village  of  Hampton,  for  the  purpose  of  the 
exchange  of  Private  Carter. 

•See pi  664. 
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1  iieed  uot  call  your  atteutiou  to  the  fact  that  there  will  be  unauthor- 
ized acts  of  violence  committed  by  those  who  are  uot  sufficiently  under 
the  restraint  of  their  commanding  officers.  My  men  complain  that  the 
ambulance  having  the  wounded  was  fired  into  by  your  cavalry,  and  I  am 
informed  that  if  you  have  any  prisoners  they  were  taken  while  engaged 
in  the  pious  duty  to  their  wounded  comrades,  and  not  in  battle.  It  has 
never  occurred  to  my  mind  that  either  firing  into  the  ambulance  or  cap- 
turing persons  in  charge  of  the  wounded  men  was  an  act  authorized, 
recognized,  or  sanctioned  by  any  gentleman  in  command  of  the  forces 
in  Virginia.  Before  this  unhappy  strife  I  had  not  been  so  accustomed 
to  regard  the  acts  of  my  late  associate  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
I  have  seen  nothing  in  the  course  of  this  contest  in  the  acts  of  those  in 
authority  to  lead  me  to  a  different  conclusion. 

I  inclose  a  certificate  by  Sively  and  Whiting,  which  will  show  you  that 
they,  at  least,  had  received  no  harm  from  the  Federal  troops. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BBNJ.  F.  BUTLER. 


Hdqrs.  Dkpartment  Northeastern  Virginia, 

Arlington,  June  14,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  B.  D.  Townsend, 

A.98%8tant  Aapitant-iteneraiy  iieaaguorxers  oj  trie  Army: 

Colonel  :  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Maj.  J.  G.  Barnard,  Engineer, 

making  suggestions  concerning  the  defenses  thrown  up  on  this  side  of 

the  Potomac.   I  have  attended  to  these  so  far  as  my  resources  enabled 

me.   Speaking  of  the  work  on  Shooter's  Hill,  he  says : 

Having  to  use  heavy  guns  on  sea-coast  carriages  for  this  as  well  as  for  other  works 
in  progress,  it  will  require  at  least  a  week, 'probably  more,  before  such  guns  can  be 
mounted ;  but  there  will  also  bo  eight  field-guns  (part  of  them  rifled)  in  the  armament. 
These  conld  be  pat  in  position  in  a  couple  of  days,  bnt  they  should  not  be  sent  to  the 
work  until  the  matter  of  a  guard  or  garrison  is  attended  to  and  artillerists  provided 
for  them. 

•  ••••••• 

With  reference  to  the  tete-de-pont  at  Long  Bridge,  he  adds : 

Arrangements  must  be  made  for  moving  and  working  these  guns  (twenty-three  in 
all).   The  same  may  be  said  of  the  tite-de-pont  at  the  Aqueduct. 

I  have  made  the  above  extracts  for  the  purpose  of  saying  that  I  am 
unable  to  comply  with  so  much  as  relates  to  providing  artillerists  for 
manning  these  works. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfally.your  obedient  servant, 

ibvin  Mcdowell, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

Chamber sburg,  Pa.,  June  14,  1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  Town  send  : 

Your  note  of  13th  received  by  Lieut  O.  B.  Cannot  cross  at  time  in- 
dicated. Will  give  notice  in  time  to  make  diversion.  See  letter  of 
12th  instant. 

R.  PATTBR80N, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
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Chambeesburg,  Pam  June  14,  18G1. 

[Colonel  To  wsend  :] 

Dkar  Colonel:  To  morrow  morning  our  force  will  be  In  Hagers- 
town,  located  as  indicated  in  the  accompanying  map.  Every  effort  has 
been  made  to  press  forward,  and  the  move  to-morrow  is  a  strained  one. 
Every  wagon  we  eon  I  d  get  is  engaged  with  the  front  column,  except 
twelve  employed  here  taking  baggage  to  the  trains.  We  could  not  hire 
teams  here,  and  as  far  as  I  see  here  the  people  are  just  as  willing  to  be 
employed  by  the  foe  as  by  us  if  it  would  be  safe  and  would  pay.  Our 
one-horse  railroad  does  not  permit  much  work.  By  Sunday  night  I  hope 
the  main  work  will  be  over  and  the  force  in  Hagerstown,  and  the  track 
open  to  the  trains  coming  in  with  supplies. 

To-day  many  reports  have  come  to  us  to  the  effect  that  the  enemy  is 
evacuating  Harper's  Ferry.  Persons  sometimes  circulate  such  to  induce 
us  to  press  on  to  the  trap.  Our  own  spies  do  not  confirm  them. 
Though  I  have  been  engaged  night  and  day  in  the  office,  and  have  no 
intelligent  assistants  in  a  military  point  of  view  or  cognizant  of  the 
workings  of  the  s  taff,  I  have  succeeded  in  inspecting  the  regiments  here, 
and  to  so  organize  the  brigades  as  to  make  them  the  most  effective.  In 
each  are  some  riflemen,  good  marksmen,  though  the  regiments  are  mainly 
armed  with  smooth  bore  muskets.  Till  I  came  here  I  could  not  get  from 
any  one  of  them  the  kind  of  arm  in  possession,  nor  the  caliber,  nor  a 
solitary  requisition  for  anything.  I  have  had  to  order  each  individual 
article  generally  before  I  came  here,  and  to  push  the  articles  forward. 
I  have  had  to  play  ordnance  officer,  assistant  adjutant- general,  com- 
mander of  the  forces,  inspector,  quartermaster — everything.  Now  all 
branches  have  got  to  working  well,  except  that  part  of  the  quartermas- 
ter's department  embraced  in  transportation.  A  kingdom  for  a  few 
horses  or  mules  would  be  my  cry  if  I  had  a  kingdom.  I  do  wish  our 
force  to  be  the  first  to  enter  Harper's  Ferry,  but  rather  than  make  a  false 
step  and  lose  by  it  or  be  checked,  I  shall  be  content  to  be  last.  Our 
force  is  an  imposing  one  to  all  else  outside  the  ring. 

The  heavy  battery  will  probably  be  here  on  Sunday  night  or  in  Ha- 
gerstown. The  Fourth  Artillery  battery  has  not  yet  arrived  at  Carlisle, 
though  believed  to  be  on  the  way.  Harness  not  heard  from  or  of.  By 
the  time  that  battery  reaches  Hagerstown  we  will  be  ready.  Our  force 
will  be  advanced  immediately,  and  a  position  assumed  which  will  permit 
the  camps  to  be  abandoned  to  a  guard  and  the  force  move  on.  We  will 
soon  have  a  telegraph  established  to  Hagerstown  this  way.  The  one 
through  Frederick  cannot  be  trusted.   We  will  soon  see  other  work. 

Write  to  Stone  to-night,  telling  him  what  we  will  do,  and  that  at  the 
proper  time  we  wish  him  to  move  up,  according  to  his  judgment  and 
information,  either  towards  Frederick  or  Leesburg.  You  think  us  slow, 
but  if  you  and  the  General  were  here  you  would  think  otherwise,  and 
that  we  have  accomplished  much.  The  enemy  have  cut  off  all  avenues 
of  approach.  The  deserters  give  various  accounts,  and  I  believe  in 
some  cases  they  have  been  sent  here  to  deceive.  They  gained  no  infor- 
mation. 

I  send  you  sketches  of  Berkeley  County.  Cannot  get  one  of  Jeffer- 
son. The  Maryland  Heights  were  re-enforced  on  Wednesday  by  about 
3,000  men ;  whether  to  coerce  the  Kentuckians  or  not,  can't  say,  or  to 
cover  a  movement  in  rear.  They  have  tried  several  times  to  induce  us 
to  cross  and  get  whipped. 

F.  J.  PORTEE, 

Major,  and  A.  A.  Q. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Chambereburg,  Pa.,  June  14, 1861. 

CoL  Charles  P.  Stone, 

Sir  :  The  commanding  general  instructs  me  to  inform  yon  that  as 
soon  as  he  can  move  his  force,  so  as  to  strike  a  blow  on  the  enemy's 
left,  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  follow  it  up  with  success,  he  will  inform 
you,  to  obtain  your  co-operation,  if  circumstances,  in  your  judgment, 
will  permit.  He  desires  to  be  informed  of  your  position,  and  whether 
yon  can  most  advantageously  threaten  the  Maryland  or  Virginia  Heights 
opposite  Harper's  Ferry.  He  will  not  necessarily  rely  upon  your  co- 
operation, though  glad  to  receive  it  Can  yon  stop  supplies  passing  from 
Frederick  County,  Maryland,  into  Harper's  Ferry  ! 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  POSTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Chambersbubg,  Pa.,  June  14, 1861. 

Brevet  Maj.  Gen.  George  Cadwalader, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Qreencastle,  Pa. : 

General  :  The  commanding  general  desires  me  to  inform  you  that  in 
operating  against  the  forces  which  occupy  and  surround  Harper's  Ferry 
his  design  is,  in  general  terms,  as  follows : 

First.  To  threaten  an  attack  of  the  Maryland  Heights. 

Second.  To  turn  the  enemy  by  their  left,  through  or  near  Martins- 
burg,  with  a  strong  column  of  mixed  arms  of  service  (cavalry  mainly 
in  reserve  for  critical  moments,  either  to  launch  upon  the  enemy,  to  sus- 
tain our  columns,  or  hasten  the  movements  of  a  retreating  enemy),  cut 
their  line  of  communication,  and  attack  them  in  position. 

Third.  To  sustain  the  advance  column  by  a  force  strong  enough  to 
resist  an  effort  to  cut  off  the  advance,  maintain  the  line  of  communica- 
tion, and  give  the  necessary  aid  to  sustain  the  movement. 

A  reconnaissance  of  the  enemy's  position  may  cause  a  change  in  this 
plan,  but  it  is  not  likely  to  any  material  degree.  The  commanding  gen- 
eral, therefore,  desires  you,  while  he  is  preparing  his  forces,  to  mature 
your  plans  for  executing  so  much  of  the  design  as  will  fall  to  the  lot 
of  your  division,  that  of  taking  the  advance  and  breaking  the  enemy's 
lines.  The  commanding  general  has  every  reason  to  believe  that  a 
determined  stand  will  be  made  at  Harper's  Ferry — a  desperate  strug- 

£le  for  supremacy  j  and  so  momentous  are  the  interests  of  our  country, 
ivolved  in  the  undoubted  success  of  our  arms,  that  all  plans  must  be 
matured  with  great  prudence ;  the  agents  selected  and  so  well  discip- 
lined as  to  render  victory  certain.  While  in  position  near  Williams- 
port,  the  sustaining  force  being  unprepared,  the  commanding  general 
desires  yon  to  avoid  bringing  on  a  collision  of  any  extent  by  entering 
Virginia,  or  attempting  anything  the  success  of  which  is  doubtful. 
Many  efforts  will  be  made  to  induce  you  to  cross  the  river,  but  heed 
them  not  or  give  them  your  careful  consideration,  and,  whatever  yon 
undertake,  move  with  great  caution.  When  our  forces  cross  the  river 
he  does  not  wish  to  withdraw,  but  to  be  able  to  sustain  them  and  t*» 
advance.  This,  of  course,  is  not  designed  to  restrict  you  in  regard  to 
parties  who  may  annoy  you  or  be  destroying  property  or  the  dams  or 
cross  the  river  into  Maryland.  They  must  be  quickly  met  by  an  over- 
powering force. 
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The  commanding  general  will  be  at  Hagerstown  on  Monday  morning, 
when,  if  you  can  leave  your  post,  he  will  be  pleased  to  see  you  and 
receive  your  impressions  and  such  information  as  Captain  Newton  will 
have  obtained. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  PORTER, 


Headquarters  Yorktown,  Va.,  June  15, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler, 

\S  V  ¥¥9  I  fw\Ai  t  w\A  9  tw%J     X.  \J  ¥  V    ill      WW  ¥  \J  \J  •    U'vt  • 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  yours  of  the  13th  instant,  with  respect  to 
the  firing  into  the  ambulance  by  my  cavalry.  I  have  simply  to  say  that 
the  statement  of  your  informant  is  entirely  untrue.  My  cavalry  was 
never  ahead  of  your  column,  whose  retreat  was  so  rapid  as  to  cause  many 
of  your  wounded  to  be  left  on  the  field,  while  others  were  carried  off  in 
the  rear,  instead  of  in  the  front  of  your  column,  as  they  ought  to  have 
been,  and  over  bridges,  which  were  immediately  taken  down  to  prevent 
pursuit. 

Ton  say  the  citizens,  who  defended  their  homes,  must  either  be  con- 
sidered soldiers  or  assassins.  They  are  neither,  but  brave  men,  defend- 
ing their  firesides  against  piratical  invasion,  and  are  entitled  to  the 
respect  of  all  good  men.  Messrs.  Whiting  and  Sively,  whose  certificate 
you  have  obtained  while  in  duress,  were  captured  before  Whiting's 
house  was  burned.  I  stated  that  they  knew  the  depredations  which 
had  been  committed  on  their  neighbors.  These  depredations  are  acknowl- 
edged by  you  both  in  your  order  and  in  your  letter  to  me.  The  last 
paragraph  of  your  order,  guaranteeing  protection  only  to  citizens  at 
peace  with  the  United  States,  that  is,  only  to  persons  who  think  as  you 
think,  destroys  whatever  merit  there  may  have  been  in  the  previous 
clauses.  With  respect  to  the  vedette,  Private  Carter,  I  desire  to  inform 
you  that  when  a  picket  of  four  is  placed  out  for  twenty  four  hours,  as 
in  this  case,  at  least  one  is  permitted  to  sleep.  This  picket  had  orders 
to  retreat  before  a  large  force  of  the  enemy.  Four  men  against  five 
thousand  constituted,  however,  such  great  odds,  as  to  have  justified  the 
retreat  of  the  picket  even  without  orders.  Had  Private  Carter  been 
awake,  perhaps  a  retreat  would  not  have  been  necessary. 

Reciprocating  the  kind  expressions  contained  in  your  letter,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 


Chambersburg,  June  16, 1861. 

Col.  B.  D.  Townsend: 

Have  advanced  under  General  Cadwalader  First,  Second,  Third, 
Fourth,  and  part  of  Fifth  Brigades,  and  the  first  four  are  beyond  Hagers- 
town.  1  go  to-day  with  my  staff.  General  Cadwalader  is  ordered  to 
exercise  the  greatest  caution,  feeling  his  way  under  careful  reconnais 
sance  under  Captain  Newton.  Reports  from  Captain  Newton  are  that 
Harper's  Ferry  is  abandoned  and  destroyed.  I  believe  it  designed  for 
a  decoy. 

R.  PATTERSON. 
Major  General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters,  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Chambersburg,  Pa.,  June  15, 1861. 

Capt  John  Newton, 

Engineer*  Corps,  en  route  to  Williamsport : 

Captain  :  In  reply  to  your  note  of  this  date,  I  have,  by  direction  of 
the  commanding  general,  hastily  addressed  a  letter  to  General  Cad 
walader  authorizing  him  to  throw  a  force  beyond  Williamsport,  and  to 
send  in  advance  towards  Martinsburg  parties  to  secure  against  surprise, 
provided  the  report  you  send  that  Harper's  Ferry  is  vacated  be  true.  He 
is  advised  to  send  you  to  reconnoiter  carefully,  and  as  you  know  the 
wishes  of  the  commanding  general  and  the  momentous  interests  at 
stake,  which  would  suffer  even  from  a  check,  which  would  be  construe*} 
into  a  victory,  to  take  your  advice  into  consideration  and  act  upon  it, 
knowing,  as  does  the  commanding  general,  that  he  can  rely  upon  your 
judgment  and  prudence  not  to  compromise  our  present  position.  You 
understand  the  condition  of  the  Army  and  the  impossibility  of  advanc- 
ing far  with  any  large  portion  of  our  force,  and  the  danger  of  having  a 
portion  cut  off.  If  the  enemy  has  abandoned  Harper's  Ferry,  the  com- 
manding general  wishes  it  occupied  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  safely. 
I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


P.  a— We  will  be  at  Hageretown  to-night.   Keep  the 
'  by 


Chambersburg,  Pa.,  June  15,  1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  Oadwalader, 

Commanding  First  Division,  en  route  to  Williamsport  : 

General  :  The  commanding  general  desires  you  to  give  Captain  New- 
ton the  necessary  aid  to  carefully  reconnoiter  the  position  of  the  enemy 
beyond  Williamsport,  to  ascertain  if  he  is  really  vacating  the  borders 
of  the  Potomac  in  your  vicinity.  If  he  has  vacated,  the  commanding 
general  wishes  you  to  throw  a  portion,  if  not  the  whole,  of  your  division 
over  the  river,  and  send  parts  well  in  advance  to  secure  against  sur- 
prise, and,  if  it  can  safely  be  done,  to  annoy  their  retreat.  Captain  New- 
ton will  advise  you  of  the  wishes  of  the  commanding  general,  and  his 
advice  you  are  desired  to  take  into  careful  consideration  for  the  purpose 
of  acting  upon.  If  you  find  the  enemy  gone,  the  general  wishes  Gen- 
eral Wynkoop  placed  as  soon  as  possible  near  the  river,  on  your  line, 
and  General  Williams  advanced  towards  Shepherdstown. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

P.  a— If  Harper's  Ferry  is  abandoned,  send  a  force  there.  Keep  the 
general  well  advised  by  expresses.  If  it  be  possible,  the  general  will 
be  at  Hagerstown  to-night. 


Chambersburg,  I*a,  June  15, 1801. 

Brevet  Maj.  Gen.  George  Cadwalader, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers : 

General  :  Cumberland  is  threatened  by  a  large  force  (three  thou- 
sand men)  and  asks  for  aid.   If  you  are  certain  that  the  enemy  has 
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abandoned  the  right  bank  of  the  Potomac  and  cannot  injure  yon  in  any 
possible  manner,  the  commanding  general  desires  yon  to  detail  towards 
Cumberland,  as  assistance,  a  section  of  artillery,  a  squadron  of  cavalry, 
and  three  regiments  of  infantry,  using  for  the  purpose  the  transporta- 
tion of  other  regiments.  No  risk,  however,  must  be  run  to  endanger 
your  own  force,  lest  you  be  cut  up  in  detail.  The  burning  of  Harper's 
Ferry  may  be  a  decoy,  and  hence  the  general  enjoins  the  utmost  caution 
upon  you  and  Captain  Newton  and  every  officer.  Just  at  this  time, 
when  a  movement  is  made,  the  danger  is  the  greatest.  If  you  can  hire 
a  man  to  go  to  Cumberland  and  tell  Colonel  Wallace  what  you  have 
decided  to  do,  the  general  desires  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  POKTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Williamsport,  Md.,  June  15,  1861. 

Maj.  F.  J.  Porter,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Major:  I  wrote  to  you,  directed  to  Chambersburg,  in  reply  to  your 
letter  as  to  sending  forward  assistance  to  Cumberland.  It  is  impossible 
for  us  to  send  the  force  you  speak  of  for  many  reasons,  as  we  are  with- 
transportation. 


out  sufficient  transportation^and  we  shall  have  to  send  to-morrow  DtW- 
ing  or  Monday  morning  to  Hagerstown  for  subsistence.  Moreover,  in 
the  absence  of  more  reliable  information  in  regard  to  Harper's  Ferry, 
and  the  country  between  this  and  Winchester,  and  hence  to  Martins- 
burg,  the  hazard  would  be  too  great,  even  if  we  were  in  condition  to 
move.  I  have  uq  doubt  my  letter  will  reach  you  at  Hagerstown,  although 
it  was  addressed  to  Chambersburg,  as  it  was  sent  to  Captain  Holabird, 
at  Hagerstown,  to  be  forwarded  to  you,  and  he,  no  doubt  is  aware  of 
your  intended  arrival  at  Hagerstown,  and  will  retain  my  little  note,  or 
memorandum,  to  hand  to  you.  My  present  object  is  to  repeat  this,  and, 
further,  to  add  that  I  have  taken  measures  to  be  possessed  of  informa- 
tion of  a  definite  description  as  to  Harper's  Ferry,  and  as  to  the  neigh 
borhood  in  our  front  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  including  Martins- 
burg,  to  be  reported  to  the  commanding  general  to-morrow  as  early  as 
possible  at  Hagerstown. 

I  will  be  happy  to  learn  the  views  of  the  commanding  general  and  to 
receive  his  instructions.  I  have  also  taken  measures  to  have  information 
from  Winchester  and  from  Cumberland  as  speedily  as  possible.  It  is 
said  that  the  fire  of  about  thirty  rounds  of  artillery  was  distinctly  heard 
this  morning  near  Winchester;  this,  however,  may  be  incorrect.  In 
consequence  of  what  has  transpired  Captain  Newton  does  not  send  your 
>  to  Colonel  Stone. 
rery  truly,  yours, 

GEO.  CADWALADER, 
Brevet  Major-General,  Commanding. 


Williamsport,  Md.,  Jmui  Us  LHtil 

Maj.  F.  J.  Porter,  Asst.  Adjt  Gen.,  Chambersburg,  Pa.  : 

Major  :  Yours  of  this  date  is  received.  We  are  endeavoring  to  obtain 
reliable  information  as  to  Harper's  Ferry  and  the  other  side.  There 
may  he  a  deep-laid  plot,  to  deceive  iih.   To  reach  Cumberland  would 
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require  three  marches,  ami  would  weaken  us  too  much  to  make  Much  a 
detachment  as  you  propose.  The  moment  we  have  reliable  informal  ion 
you  shall  hear  from  me;  probably  too  late  for  Cumberland.  The  whole 
affair  is  to  me  a  riddle.  Our  command  is  exhausted,  and  could  not  make 
any  march  before  morning. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

GEO.  CADWALADER, 
Brevet  Mnjor  General)  Commanding. 


Cumberland,  Md.,  June  15,  18SL 

P.  J.  Porter: 

I  will  have  all  my  baggage  in  wagons  to-night,  to  move  at  a  moment's 
notice,  without  leaving  a  rag  behind.  Let  forces  to  meet  me  go  by  way 
of  Hancock.  I  will  not  take  my  regiment  off  till  I  feel  the  enemy  or 
know  their  force  exactly.  With  the  exception  of  one  company,  I  am 
armed  with  sword  bayonet  and  minie  musket.  The  sword  bayonet  and 
rifle  cartridges  is  what  I  want,  with  a  supply  of  percussion  caps.  Gen- 
eral Morris  has  acted  very  strangely  towards  me.  I  would  fight  them 
in  some  of  the  mountain  passes  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  if  he  had 
done  the  fair  thing.  It  is  useless  to  depend  for  help  on  him  or  General 
McClellan.  I  have  positive  information  that  there  will  be  four  thousand 
rebel  troops  at  or  in  Romney  to-night,  who  swear  they  will  follow  me  to 
hell  but  what  they  will  have  me. 

LEWIS  WALLACE, 
Eleventh  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteer x. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

ChnDihtnburg,  Pa.,  June  15,  1861. 

Gen.  Geo.  B.  McOlellan,  Commanding,  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 

Colonel  Wallace  is  threatened  between  Grafton  and  Cumberland  by 
three  thousand  rebels,  and  asked  for  aid  (artillery,  infantry,  and  ammu- 
nition) from  General  Morris,  which  was  declined.  If  possible,  assistance 
will  go  from  Hagcrstown,  but  I  may  be  able  only  to  hold  my  own  for  a 
few  days,  fearing  to  be  cut  up  in  detail.  The  destruction  of  Harper's 
Ferry  is  a  decoy,  1  fear.  I  have  ordered  him.  if  hard  pressed,  to  come 
this  way  or  to  return  towards  Bedford.  The  force  of  enemy  at  Harper's 
Ferry  exceeds  mine  at  Hagerstown.  Do  not  know  the  kind  of  arms 
Wallace  has. 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major- General,  Common  ding. 


Hagerstown,  June  15,  1861.— Received  11.15  p.  m. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

I  arrived  and  located  my  headquarters  here  at  0  p.  m.  Harper's 
Ferry  at  2  p.  m.  was  occupied  by  five  hundred  men  breaking  camp. 
Everything  destroyed;  also  depots  iron- works,  &c.,  at  Martinsburg, 
Rebels  gone  to  Winchester. 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major  General ,  Commanding, 

44  u  B — vol  ll 
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Washington,  June  15,  1861. 

Capt.  B.  Du  Barry,  U.  S.  A.,  (Jhambersburg,  Pa.: 

It  is  said  you  aro  making  arrangements  to  send  all  regiments  arriv- 
ing at  Harri8burg  to  CJiainbersburg.  General  Scott  says  the  Third 
Michigan  Regiment  and  all  others  are  now  to  be  forwarded  to  this  city. 
General  Patterson  will  need  no  more  troops. 

Acknowledge  this,  and  send  it  to  General  Patterson. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Washington,  June  15,  18G1. 

General  McDowell,  Arlington : 

General  Scott  says,  whether  Harper's  Ferry  is  evacuated  or  not,  Gen 
eral  Patterson  cannot  cross  the  river  before  Wednesday  next  TlOth]. 
This  in  reference  to  a  proposed  movement  of  yours,  on  the  expediency 
of  which  events  must  now  decide. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  Annapolis, 

Fort  McRenry,  June  16, 1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  :  The  election  passed  without  disorder,  but  the  fact  is  not  a  just 
indication  of  the  spirit  of  the  city.  Active  demonstrations  on  the  part 
of  secessionists  can  only  be  suppressed  by  constant  readiness  of  our 
forces.   We  need  greatly  some  assistance  here. 

1st.  Authority  to  establish  a  home  guard.  There  are  many  good 
Union  men  here,  who  are  ready  to  enter  the  service,  and  we  have  arms 
for  them,  which  have  been  taken  from  ill-disposed  persons.  They  can 
be  deposited  at  the  custom-house  under  guard  of  our  troops,  so  as  to 
make  secure  their  possession.  This  will  give  occupation  to  the  Union 
men  and  confidence  to  the  loyal  portion  of  the  city.  I  think  it  will  be 
prudently  and  safely  managed. 

2d.  We  need  a  corps  of  cavalry  to  suppress  the  contraband  trade  on 
the  back  roads  leading  southward.  We  have  not  now  a  mounted  or- 
derly by  whom  to  send  a  message  even  to  the  city.  Some  assistance 
of  this  kind  is  indispensable.  The  infantry  can  well  command  the  rail- 
ways. I  have  written  to  Mr.  Secretary  Chase  to  loan  us  the  service  of 
a  revenue  cutter  for  a  brief  period,  by  which  we  could  control  this  trade 
upon  the  river  and  bay.  To  cut  off  the  contraband  is  to  deprive  Balti 
more  of  the  support  now  given  publicly  to  the  secession  spirit  and  strip 
the  rebel  army  of  its  most  useful  supplies.  I  beg  you  to  think  of  this 
subject,  and  give  us  prompt  aid. 

3d.  Baltimore  would  afford  most  excellent  camps  of  instruction  for 
raw  troops.  They  can  be  easily  and  cheaply  supported  here  in  healthy 
and  convenient  locations,  well  drilled  and  disciplined,  and  their  pres- 
ence would  afford  support  to  the  Government  against  the  rebel  elements 
in  the  city.  In  a  short  time  yon  could  safely  withdraw  the  best  troops 
for  service  elsewhere,  leaving  the  new  levies  in  possession  here. 

With  respect  I  submit  these  considerations  to  you,  and  remain  your 
obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

NATH.  P.  BANKS, 
General,  Commanding* 
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Cincinnati,  June  16, 1861. 

General  Winfikld  Scott: 

I  bear  from  General  Patterson  that  he  is  checked  at  Harper's  Ferry. 
If  1  do  Dot  hear  from  you  to  the  contrary,  I  will  attack  from  the  west 
in  sufficient  force  to  make  it  sure.  Will  require  two  or  three  days  to 
prepare.  In  mean  time  will  arrange  so  that  I  can  move  by  the  route 
suggested  in  my  earliest  dispatch  to  you  from  Columbus,  if  you  prefer. 
Please  reply. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding  Department  of  Ohio. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  June  16,  1861. 

General  McClellan,  Cincinnati: 

We  have  nothing  later  from  Patterson  than  his  arrival  last  night  at 
Hagerstown.  The  report  that  he  is  checked  at  Harper's  Ferry  to-day 
therefore  can't  be  true.  The  enemy  has  evacuated  Harper's  Ferry. 
Do  not  send  a  regiment  across  the  mountains.   There  is  no  need  of  it 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Washington,  June  16, 1861. 

Major-General  Patterson,  Commanding: 

You  tell  me  you  arrived  last  night  at  Hagerstown,  aud  McClellan 
writes  you  are  checked  at  Harper's  Ferry.   Where  are  you  t 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Hagerstown,  June  16,  1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  Town  send  : 

Am  here,  checked  by  no  enemy.  Cadwalader  waded  the  ford  at 
Williamsport  to-day.  Rhode  Island  regiment  gone  to  Cumberland. 
Asked  McClellan  to  send  one  or  two  regiments  in  rear  of  rebels  from 
Ronnie v  after  Wallace.   He  has  sent  one.   Wallace  holds  his  own. 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


June  16, 1861—11  a.  m. 

Major-General  Patterson,  Hagerstown,  Md. : 

What  movement,  if  any,  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  do  you  propose  to 
make  consequent  on  the  evacuation  of  Harper's  Ferry  t  If  no  pursuit, 
and  I  recommend  none  specially ,  send  to  me  at  once  all  the  regular 
troops,  horse  and  foot,  with  you,  and  also  the  Rhode  Islaud  regiment 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Hagerstown,  June  16, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend  : 

Design  no  pursuit ;  caunot  make  it   The  enemy  is  routed  by  fear. 
Cross  the  river  to-day.   If  approved  wish  to  make  Harper's  Ferry  my 
depot,  and  can  establish  line  of  communication  east  and  west" and  ad- 
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vance  on  Winchester.  Have  sent  squadron  of  cavalry,  section  of  artil 
lery,  and  Ehode  Island  regiment  towards  Cumberland  to  sustain  Colonel 
Wallace,  threatened  by  a  large  force  and  demanding  ayl,  and  who  may 
be  forcea  to  Hancock.  Sustain  this  by  another  regiment.  Wish  to  re- 
tain regulars  for  the  present,  if  the  General  in-Chief  is  not  urgent  I 
write  by  Colonel  Sherman  to-night. 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Hagbrstown,  Md.,  June  16,  1861. 
Col.  B.  D.  TOWNSEND,  Asst.  Adjt  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  of  the  Army  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  .the  information  of  the  Gen- 
eral-in-Chief, my  arrival  last  evening  in  this  place. 

From  time  to  time  I  have  notified  you  of  the  condition  of  the  command 
to  move,  and  my  intention  soon  to  advance  to  this  place  with  a  force 
which  could  maintain  any  position  it  might  take.  With  our  own  trans- 
portation, aided  by  every  wagon  and  team  which  could  be  hired  contig- 
uous to  our  camps,  in  Pennsylvania  and  in  t  his- place.  I  advanced  yes- 
terday (the  earliest  moment)  General  Cadwalader's  division,  and  sent 
the  largest  portion  of  General  Keiin's  by  rail.  The  remainder,  with  the 
supplies,  are  now  rapidly  coming  in.  General  Cadwalader  encamped 
last  evening  near  Williamsport ;  to-day,  under  my  instructions,  he  will 
cross  the  river  and  occupy  the  bend  to  Falling  Waters,  and  will  be  pre- 
pared to  push  on  to  Martiosburg,  to  which  place  he  sends  an  exploring 
force.  He  will  be  sustained  by  Generals  Wynkoop  and  Negley,  whose 
brigades  are  posted  for  the  purpose. 

Early  yesterday  morning  I  received  simultaneously  reliable  informa- 
tion of  the  evacuation  of  Harper's  Ferry,  and  a  threatened  attack  upon 
Colonel  Wallace  at  Cumberland,  with  a  call  for  aid,  which  General 
Morris,  in  rear,  had  refused.  I  directed  Colonel  Wallace  to  hire  trans- 
portation, maintain  a  bold  front  to  the  last  moment,  and,  if  hard  pressed, 
to  move  towards  Hancock,  in  which  direction  horse,  foot,  and  artillery 
would  be  sent,  with  orders  to  push  on  to  him ;  or,  at  his  discretion,  to 
fall  back  upon  Bedford,  communicating  the  tact  to  the  column  on  this 
side.  With  the  spirit  of  a  true  soldier  he  has  prudently  determined  to 
stand,  and  retire  contesting  the  ground,  unless  he  will  have  to  sacrifice 
his  men. 

Confident  the  enemy  had  retired  and  was  in  rapid  retreat  from  Har- 
per's Ferry,  I  ordered  a  force  to  be  detached  to  Cumberland.  Owing, 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  accompanying  letters,  to  the  want  of  the  means 
of  transportation  and  the  fagged  condition  of  fhe  command,  the  march 
being  long  and  the  day  oppressively  hot,  the  command  could  not  be  put 
in  motion. 

Major  Porter  late  at  midnight  visited  General  Cadwalader  at  Will- 
iamsport, and  arranged  to  send  to-day  a  section  of  artillery,  a  squadron 
of  cavalry,  and  the  Rhode  Island  regiment,  Colonel  Burnside — a  gallant 
soldier  and  a  gallant  command — to  support  the  noble  Indiana  regiment 
similarly  commanded.  The  transportation  for  that  command  exhausted 
all  available  wagons  and  checked,  had  I  been  able  and  it  been  prudent, 
further  advance  to  push  on  a  fleeing  enemy.  On  the  approach,  sud- 
denly on  their  rear  of  this  well-organized  force,  and  the  steadily  advanc- 
ing column  under  Colonel  Stone,  the  enemy  appear  to  have  hastily  de- 
cided to  evacuate  the  position  they  had  openly  declared  should  be  held 
at  all  hazards.   They  have  fled,  and  in  confusion.   Their  retreat  is  as 
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as  a  defeat;  aud  as  the  leaders  will  never  be  caught,  more 
beneficial  to  oar  cause.  Harper's  Ferry  has  been  retaken  without  firing 
a  gun.  The  moral  force  of  a  just  cause,  sustained  by  a  strong  and 
equable  Government,  has  conquered. 

I  am  prevented,  from  advancing  rapidly  by  want  of  transportation. 
The  interests  of  the  Government  are  too  momentous  to  risk  a  defeat  or 
even  a  check,  and  hence  I  send  out  no  inferior  force.  To  day  and 
to-morrow  about  nine  thousand  men  cross  to  Virginia,  there  to  await 
transportation,  and  to  be  sent  forward  in  detachments  well  sustained. 
In  the  mean  time  I  propose  and  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the 


along 


First.  To  transfer  to  Harper's  Ferry  my  base  of  operations,  depot, 
headquarters,  &c. 
Second.  To  open  and  maintain  free  communication  east  and  west 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad. 

rd.  To  hold  at  Harper's  Ferry,  Martinsburg,  Chariest© wn,  &c,  a 
strong  force,  gradually  and  securely  advancing  as  they  are  prepared, 
portions  towards  Winchester,  Strasburg.  &c 

Fourth.  To  re  enforce  Cumberland  ana  move  south  to  Bomney,  More- 
head  [Moorefield],  &q.,  and  operate  with  the  column  in  the  third  proposi- 
tion towards  Woodstock,  and  cut  off  communications  with  the  west. 

We  will  thus  force  the  enemy  to  retire,  and  recover,  without  a  strug- 
gle, a  conquered  country. 

To  carry  out  this  plan  time  is  required,  and  that,  with  a  strong,  firm 
hand,  will  restore  peace  and  unity  to  our  distracted  country. 

To  effect  what  I  propose  requires  the  co-operation  of  General  McClel- 
lan,  and  the  force  from  him  to  be  under  my  control  at  Cumberland,  both 
to  secure  the  road  as  far  as  Grafton  and  to  advance  to  Bomney,  &c. 

With  Harper's  Ferry  in  possession,  Baltimore  falls.  Maryland  will 
be  a  quiet  spectator,  awaiting  the  result  of  the  campaign,  with  her 
interests  developing  a  feeling  in  favor  of  a  permanent  Federal  Govern- 
ment. 

If  this  proposition  be  adopted  I  shall  continue  my  present  operations, 
which  have  been  directed  to  this  end?  and  shall,  as  soon  as  I  am  pre- 
pared, occupy  Harper's  Ferry  and  Martinsburg;  secure  the  railroad,  &c, 
thence,  and  canal  to  Cumberland;  use  the  railroad  thence  to  Harris- 
burg,  as  accessory  only. 

Jn  connection  with  this  I  respectfully  request  (presuming  Baltimore 
to  be  so  far  peaceable  that  the  safety  of  the  railroad  can  be  relied  upon) 
permission  to  take  from  the  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  Railroad  and 
the  Northern  Central  road  the  regiments  now  guarding  them.  The 
latter  I  should  at  onoe  transfer  to  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad; 
the  former  to  the  line  of  operations. 

If  I  am  permitted  to  carry  out  this  plan,  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road and  the  canal  will  be  in  operation  in  a  week,  and  a  free  line  of 
communication  to  Saint  Louis  established. 

I  shall  continue  to  carry  out  these  views  until  checked ;  but  if  my 
course  be  approved,  I  wish  to  be  informed.  I  am  advancing  into  another 
department,  but  so  essential  is  it,  that  for  the  instant  I  do  not  consider 
the  sanction  of  the  General-in-Chief  requisite. 

The  telegram  of  tue  General-in-Chief  recalling  regulars  is  at  hand. 
My  reply  is  the  substauce  of  this  communication,  with  the  request  that 
the  regulars  be  permitted  to  remain  for  the  present.  Until  Harper's 
Ferry  is  occupied  and  fortified  I  should  fear  the  return  of  the  rebels. 
This  force  is  a  good  one,  but  the  General-in-Chief  has,  by  the  regular 
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troops  and  commanders  he  has  given  me,  made  it  a  reliable  one,  and 
caused  Harper's  Ferry  to  fall. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Headquarters  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

Hagerstown,  Md.,  June  16,  1861. 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  George  CadwalAder, 

Commanding  First  Division,  Williamsport,  Md.: 

General  :  By  direction  of  the  commanding  general  I  send  yon  a 
dispatch  from  Colonel  Wallace,*  at  Cumberland,  by  which  you  will  see 
the  urgency  of  immediate  re -enforcements.  Colonel  Wallace  must  be 
strengthened  quickly.  If  you  can  put  Colonel  Burnside  and  the  cav- 
alry and  artillery  in  motion  at  once,  with  the  provision  he  now  has,  can 
you  not  send  his  supply  train  to  him  well  guarded  f  The  commanding 
general  desires  you  to  take  into  consideration  the  canal  transportation, 
that  in  case  of  necessity  it  can  be  used  for  the  force. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
jiNsistiini  /lajjiinnT-irenerai. 


Ha oersto wn,  Md.,  June  16,  1861. 

Col.  Lewis  Wallace,  Commanding,  Cumberland,  Md.  : 

Cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry  go  towards  Hancock  to  you  to-day. 
Communicate  with  them.  Colonel  Burnside.  of  Rhode  Island,  command- 
ing.  Ammunition  of  that  caliber  here  on  Tuesday. 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Genera  I. 


[Hagerstown,  June  10,  1861.] 
Colonel  Wallace,  Cumberland,  Md. : 

Exercise  your  own  judgment  when  to  move.  Maintain  a  bold  front. 
Rhode  Island  regiment,  battery,  and  squadron  of  cavalry  left  for  Hau- 
cock  to-day  to  meet  you.  More  will  go.  This  command  crossed  to-day 
into  Virginia  at  Williamsport.  General  McClellan  sends  a  regiment  to 
you. 

By  order  of  General  Patterson  : 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Washington,  June  16, 1861. 

Major-General  Patterson,  Commanding,  &c.,  Hagerstown,  Md. : 

Why  a  detachment  upon  Winchester!  If  strong  enough  the  detach- 
ment would  drive  the  enemy  from  Winchester  to  Strasburg  and  the 
Manassas  Junction,  or  perhaps  from  Winchester  via  Staunton  towards 

•  See  Wallace  to  Porter,  June  10,  p.  CS9. 


Digitized  by  Google 


O.  I  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — UNION.  fi95 


Richmond.  What  would  be  gained  by  driving  the 
of  those  places  f  And  if  your  detachment  be  not  strong  it  would 
he  lost.  Hence  the  detachment,  if  not  bad,  wonld  be  useless.  The 
enemy  is  concentrating  upon  Arlington  and  Alexandria,  and  this  is  the 
line  first  to  be  looked  to.  Is  Wallace  at  Cumberland  threatened  from 
below  T  If  ho,  the  threatening  detachment  is  cut  off  by  your  passage 
of  the  Potomac  McClellan  has  been  told  to-day  to  send  nothing  across 
the  mountain  to  support  you,  as  since  the  evacuation  of  Harper's  Ferry 
you  are  strong  enough  without  The  regulars  with  vou  are  most  needed 
here.  Send  them  and  the  Bhode  Islanders  as  fast  as  disengaged.  Keep 
within  the  above  limits  until  you  can  satisfy  me  that  you  ought  to  go 

W INFIELD  SCOTT. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

Hagerstoirn,  Md„  June  16, 1861. 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Georue  Cadwalader, 

Commanding  First  Division : 

General  :  The  commanding  general  wishes  you  to  detach  forthwith 
the  whole  of  the  Rhode  Island  regiment  and  battery,  and  send  it  im- 
mediately on  receipt  of  this,  with  secret  orders,  to  this  place  to  march  to 
Frederick,  and  there  take  rail  for  Washington  City.  Stop  also  the  cav- 
alry going  towards  Cumberland,  and  be  ready  to  fall  back  to  this  bank 
of  the  Potomac.   Orders  will  be  sent  to  you  to-morrow  by  noon. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Patterson  : 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General 


Hdqrs.  Department  Northeastern  Virginia, 

Arlington,  Va,,  Juno  17,  1861. 

Lient.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

As*t.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C, : 

Colonel  :  Brigadier-General  Tyler,  with  part  of  the  Connecticut  regi- 
ment, made,  agreeably  to  instructions,  a  reconnaissance  up  the  Loudoun 
and  Hampshire  l'oad  as  far  as  Vienna.  He  fonnd  all  the  bridges  and 
the  road  in  good  order.  All  the  rolling  stock  of  the  road  between 
Vienua  and  Leesburg  he  reports  as  having  been  burned,  to  prevent  it 
falling  into  our  hands.  One  of  the  sleepers,  which  had  been  set  on  fire 
by  the  droppings  of  the  locomotive,  gave  rise  to  the  report  from  the  tele- 
graph station  near  Arlington  Mills  that  the  bridges  had  been  set  on  fire 
and  were  burning,  and  that  General  Tyler  was  beyond  them. 

Whilst  near  Falls  Church  one  of  the  Connecticut  regiment,  Private 
George  Bigbee,  Captain  Comstock's  company,  was  wounded  in  the 
shoulder  by  a  shot  from  the  roadside.  The  man  suspected  of  having 
fired  it  was  captnred,  and  is  in  jail  in  Alexandria. 

It  is  reported  re-enforcements  have  been  sent  from  Manassas  to  Fair- 
fax Court- House. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

irvin  Mcdowell, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 
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Hagerstown,  Md.,  June  17, 1861. 

Colonel  ToWNSEND : 

Let  me  know  decision  alter  receiving  my  letter  by  Colonel  Sherman. 
May  I  advance  to  Harper's  Ferry,  where  I  can  open  communication  with 
you  and  send  the  regulars  down  by  road  in  three  days  1  Can  repair 
bridge  over  Harper's  Fern  ;  otherwise,  if  regulars  are  withdrawn,  will 
withdraw.   Cadwalader  now  intrenching  neck  near  Falling  Waters. 


Have  no  guns.  Perkins  cannot  get  harness  for  ten  days.  Siege  battery 
not  come.   Can  bring  Perkins  from  Carlisle,  and  haul  him  over. 

E.  PATTERSON, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters,  June  17, 1861. 

General  Patterson,  U.  S.  A.,  Hagerstown,  Md. : 

We  are  pressed  here.  Send  the  troops  that  I  have  twice  called  for 
without  delay. 

W INFIELD  SCOTT. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Hagerstown,  Md..  June  17,  186 

Maj.  Gen.  Georoe  Cadwalader,  Commanding,  dbe. : 

General  :  The  commanding  general  directs  you  at  once  to  put  Major 
Thomas,  with  his  regular  troops,  in  motion  for  this  place,  with  secret 
orders  to  march  as  fast  as  possible,  consistent  with  efficiency,  via  Fred- 
erick, for  Washington  City  j  also,  to  order  Colonel  Miles  to  move  at 
once,  with  secret  orders,  to  Hagerstown,  ready  to  take  rail  via  Harris- 
burg  to  Washington  City,  with  the  Second,  Third  and  Eighth  Infantry ; 
also,  to  withdraw  your  command  to  this  side.  General  Scott  says  he  is 
pressed,  and  must  have  the  troops  as  fast  as  possible. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
A  mixta  nt  Adjutant- General 


Harrisburg,  June  17, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend  : 

Troops  have  been  ordered,  and  if  rail  transportation  now  on  the 
way  can  take  them,  you  shall  have  them  to-morrow  morning.  Colonel 
Burnside  requires  twenty  passenger,  twenty-three  platform,  and  fif- 
teen stock  cars. 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

Hagerstown,  Md.,  June  17, 1861. 

Col.  Lewis  Wallace, 

Eleventh  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers,  Cumberland,  Md. : 

Colonel:  Simultaneously  with  your  telegram  that  your  scouts  had 
no  troops  within  twelve  miles  of  you, 
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General-in-Chief  for  all  the  regulars  with  my  column,  and  the  Rhode 
Island  regiment  and  battery,  the  force  which  the  commanding  general 
had  ordered  to  you.  It  was  too  late  to  send  another  regiment,  and 
transportation  could  not  be  obtained  till  some  timo  after  your  telegram 
confirmed  the  suspicion  of  the  ruse  attempted.  It  is  evident  the  design 
was  to  draw  off  force  from  here  which  would  be  most  available  for  relief 
to  the  capital,  now  threatened  by  all  the  power  of  the  enemy.  Fortu- 
nately you  did  not  require  it,  and  it  had  not  gone  so  far  as  to  be  out  of 
reach.  It  is  now  on  its  way  to  Washington.  Cartridges  will  not  be 
here  until  to-morrow,  nor  caps.  In  the  mean  time  transportation  is 
being  gathered,  and  as  soon  as  practicable  a  regiment  will  be  sent  to 
you.  I  wish  you  to  give  me  by  telegram  the  caliber  of  yOur  guns, 
whether  .69,  .58,  or  .54-inch. 

No  communication  from  you  gives  information  of  the  supplies  to  be 
procured  at  your  place.  If  provisions  are  required  be  pleased  to  inform 
Col.  E.  G.  Beckwith,  U.  S.  Army,  at  this  place,  by  telegraph,  that  it 
may  be  sent  by  first  wagon  train. 

Our  means  of  transport  at  ion  are  very  limited,  and  the  commanding 
general  wishes  you  and  all  who  join  you  to  be  self-reliant— to  draw  only 
absolute  necessities  from  this  place.   He  desires  to  hear  from  you  as 
often  as  opportunity  offers,  and,  when  necessary,  by  telegraph. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hagerstown,  June  17, 1861. 

Colonel  Townsend  : 

Doubleday  with  siege  train  at  Harrisburg,  and  asks  if  shall  take  it 
Would  like  him  to  return  for  Harper's  Ferry  to  secure  from  this  side  the 
building  the  bridge.  Please  reply  to  him.  Miles,  with  Second,  Third, 
and  Eighth  Infantry,  left  at  8  p.  m.  via  Harrisburg.  Thomas,  for  want 
of  transportation,  goes  to  Frederick.  Cars  for  four  hundred  men,  four 
hundred  horses,  and  seven  wagons  required  at  Frederick  Junction  at 
9  a.  ra.  to-morrow.  Perkins  will  be  ready  in  two  days.  Shall  I  take 
him  f  All  m  v  force  on  this  side  of  river.  Wish  to  occupy  Maryland 
Heights,  rebuild  bridge,  and  open  route.  Reports  not  credited  that 
enemy  is  returning  from  Winchester. 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Ho/for- General,  C Commanding. 

Later.— 9.30  p.  m.— General  Johnston  with  a  large  force  is  at  Martins- 
burg,  marching  on  Williamsport.   Thomas  is  passing. 

R.  PATTERSON. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

Hagerstown,  Md.,  June  17, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  Cadwalader, 

Commanding,  <fec.,  near  Williamsport,  Md.  : 

General:  Only  the  "City/Troop"  of  cavalry  remain  with  you  j  all 
regulars  with  the  command  go  to  Washington.  The  general  wishes 
you  to  send  sixteen  of  the  troop  to  replace  the  cavalry  now  here,  and 
which  will  join  Colonel  Thomas  here.  The  efforts  to  get  cars  for  all 
of  Colonel  Thomas'  command  (cavalry) — men,  horses,  and  wagons — will 
probably  succeed,  in  which  case  he  will  go  by  rail  from  here  to-night 
and  land  in  Washington  to  morrow;  also,  the  regular  infantry  under 
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Miles,  and  the  artillery  companies.  Tell  Captain  Newton,  if  you  please, 
the  general  would  like  to  see  him,  to  go  to  Maryland  Heights,  where  he 
designs  sending  a  force  to  protect  the  new  bridge.  Keep  quiet,  about 
the  move. 

The  commanding  general  wishes  you  to  designate  a  regiment  from 
your  division  to  go  to  Cumberland.   If  to  go,  orders  to  prepare  it  will 
be  sent  to  you  to-morrow,  if  transportation  can  be  obtained. 
I  am,  &c, 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General 


Headquarters  First  Division, 
Williamsport,  June  17,  1861—7$  o'clock  p.  in. 

Maj.  F.  J.  Porter,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

MAJOR:  I  have  the  most  extraordinary  rumors  here  within  the  last 
half  hour.  It  is  said  by  many  persons  here,  the  most  reliable  apparently 
that  are  around  us,  that  General  Johnston  is  this  evening  with  a  very 
large  force  at  Martinsburg.  It  is  said  he  has  15,000  men,  and  that  he 
is  marching  upon  this  place  at  this  time.  Mr.  Pendleton,  Mr.  Curtis, 
Mr.  Lamm  i .  ,and  others  assure  me  the  information  is  reliable.  The  best 
troops  have  left  here  and  I  have  no  artillery  to  defend  the  ford.  Some- 
thing must  be  done  at  once.  It  will  require  all  my  efforts  to  collect  tho 
remnant  of  this  demoralized  command  now  scattered  everywhere.  I  have 
no  means  of  accounting  for  this  unexpected  movement.  I  hear  nothing 
of  Colonel  Wallace,  and  it  seems  impossible  to  obtain  any  one  to  cross 
the  river.  It  appears  to  me  the  troops  should  all  return  here.  This 
information  is  confirmed  by  several  parties,  and  no  one  is  willing  to  cross 
the  river.  I  am  entirely  unable  to  account  for  this  movement,  but  there 
appears  to  be  every  reason  to  think,  it  is  true.  Unless  it  is  impossible  I 
would  advise  that  all  the  troops  should  be  returned  here  and  concen- 
trated, or  wherever  we  are  to  assume  our  strongest  position.  Colonel 
Burnside  might  be  .reached  and  the  Wisconsin  regiment  should  be  sent 
for.  I  have  not  one  moment  to  lose  and  have  no  one  to  rely  upon  but 
myself.  I  would  like  to  have  some  officer  or  two  upon  whom  I  can  rely. 
I  do  not  think  I  can  defend  this  ford  without  artillery.  Send  me  word 
if  the  troops  sent  to-day  are  within  your  reach,  and  what  you  would 
wish  me  to  do. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

GEO.  CADWALADER, 
rfrevtt  major- itcnerai^  i  ommanaing. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Hagerstown,  Md\,  June  17,  1861. 
General  Cadwalader,  Williamsport,  Md.  : 

General:  Have  halted  Thomas,  Miles,  and  Burnside,  sent  for  a 
battery  at  Carlisle,  and  have  the  whole  force  here  ready  to  move  to 
you.  Hold  your  command  well  in  hand.  Contest  the  ford  with  good 
marksmen.   Keep  your  command  together  to  make  a  good  stand  till 

re-enforced. 
By  order  of  General  Patterson  : 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — The. general  sends  Colonel  Starkweather  to  you  at  once.  Keep 
the  general  informed  by  express. 
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Hagerstown,  Md.,  June  17, 1861. 
General  Negley,  Hagerstown,  Md.  : 

General:  Send  Colonel  Starkweather  to  Williaiusport  to  report  to 
General  Cadwalader  at  daybreak  or  earlier.  Leave  a  guard  in  camp. 
Take  forty  rounds  of  cartridges.  Send  pickets  well  in  advance.  Hold 
your  two  regiments  (Johnston's  and  Oak  ford's)  ready,  and  march  with 
them  in  time  to  be  within  reach,  of  General  Cadwalader  at  daybreak. 
Give  your  men  forty  rounds,  and  take  care  to  keep  them  together,  and 
not  to  fire  except  by  order,  lest  they  fire  into  their  own  friends. 

By  order  of  General  Patterson : 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Annuitant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S.— Have  the  Connecticut  regiment  and  Jarrefctfs  ready  to  move 
at  daybreak. 


JIagerstown,  Md.,  June  17, 1»H. 
General  Wynkoop,  Commanding  Second  Brigade : 

General:  Have  your  command  under  arms  and  en  route  to  Williams- 
port  on  the  cross-road  from  Funkstown  to  Williamsport  road  by  day- 
break. On  arrival  report  to  General  Cadwalader.  Take  every  precau- 
tion for  your  men  not  to  fire  without  orders,  lest  they  injure  their  friends. 
Supply  them  with  forty  rounds  of  ammunition.  Procure  a  guide. 
T^eave  a  guard  with  your  camp.   Be  careful  and  not  be  surprised. 

By  order  of  General  Patterson : 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
A nnuftant  A djutant- General 

P.  S.— Have  out  your  pickets. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Annapolis, 

Fort  McHenry,  Md.,  June  17,  1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend,  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  U.  8.  Army: 

Sir  :  Major-General  Banks,  commanding  the  Department  of  Annap- 
olis, directs  me  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  General-in-Chief^ 
that  he  has  moved  the  Thirteenth  Regiment  New  York  State  troops, 
Col.  Abel  Smith  commanding,  from  Annapolis ;  Major  Cook's  battery 
of  light  artillery,  Massachusetts  volunteers,  from  the  Relay  House, 
and  the  Tweuty -second  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Col.  Turner 
G.  Morehead  commanding,  from  Patterson  Park,  Baltimore,  to  a  camp 
in  the  outskirts  of  Baltimore,  near  the  Washington  and  Baltimore  Rail- 
road. He  thinks  that  the  partial  concentration  of  the  troops  in  the 
vicinity  of  Baltimore  will  exercise  an  important  moral  effect  upon  the 
disaffected  inhabitants  of  the  city,  besides  giving  him  the  opportunity 
of  promptly  forwarding  any  of  his  command  who  may  in  future  be 
needed  in  the  Department  of  Washington. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  WILLIAMS, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Wae  Department,  June  18,  1861. 

Col.  William  B.  Franklin,  New  York: 

Hasten  on  the  troops.  Bend  all  you  can.  1  have  telegraphed  to 
Quartermaster  Tompkins  to  send  as  many  as  he  can  by  the  New  Jersey 
Central  Bailroad.  Let  him  use  freight  cars  if  they  have  not  enough 
passenger  cars.   Send  the  others  by  way  of  Philadelphia.   See  him 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


June  18, 1861—1.35  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Sohenok: 

It  is  not  intended  yon  shall  attempt  to  carry  the  position  at  Vienna. 
Colonel  Corcoran,  with  four  companies,  and  Brigadier-General  Tyler, 
with  part  of  his  brigade,  will  soon  be  with  you. 

Get  your  wounded  attended  to,  and  as  soon  as  General  Tyler  arrives 
let  them  go  down  by  the  first  train  he  may  send. 
Let  me  know  when  Colonel  Corcoran  and  General  Tyler  arrive. 
Let  me  have  report  early  to-morrow  morning. 

IEVLN  MoDOWBLL, 

Brigadier-  General 


Arlington,  June  18,  1861—5.20  a.  m. 

Lieut  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend  : 

Will  it  accord  with  the  plans  of  the  General-in-Chief  that  a  movement 
be  made  in  force  in  the  direction  of  Vienna,  near  which  the  attack  was 
made  on  the  Ohio  regiment  t 

ravusr  MoDOWELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Washington,  June  18,  1861—6.30  a.  m. 

General  McDowell,  Arlington  : 

The  General-in-Chief  says  do  not  make  a  movement  in  the  direction 
of  Vienna  which  is  not  necessary  to  bring  General  Schenck  back  to  his 
camp. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  A  djutant-  General 


June  18,  1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend: 

General  Johnston,  with  12,000  men,  is  at  Martinsburg.  Thomas  and 
Miles  were  stopped  here,  and,  with  my  main  force,  are  near  Williamsport. 
Burnside  sent  off,  though  recalled,  with  siege  train ;  know  nothing  of 
Doubleday  or  Perkins ;  have  sent  nothing  to  Wallace. 

a  PATTERSON, 
Major -General,  Commanding. 
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HAQER8TOWN,  June  18,  1801. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend,  Assistant  Adjutant- General  t 

From  General  Cadwalader's  report  apprehensions  existed  of  serious 
attack  at  Williamsport  from  force  of  fifteen  thousand  men.  On  that 
returned  to  him  Colonel  Miles,  about  to  take  rail,  and  Thomas  marching 
by  me,  and  telegraphed  Doubleday  to  bring  his  artillery  from  Harris- 
burg,  and  protected  Cad  walader  with  the  whole  command.  His  division 
had  not  then  recrossed  the  Potomac.  The  command  now  are  this  side ; 
one  man  shot  Captain  Doubleday  just  arrived  with  battery  and  fitting 
it  out  Miles  ordered  at  once  to  join  you.  Reliably  informed  that  about 
fifteen  thousand,  exaggerated  to  thirty-five  thousand, 'dotted  from  Mar- 
tinsburg  to  Winchester.  Under  circumstances  shall  I  send  'to-morrow 
all  the  regular  troops  Y  Too  much  fagged  to  march  to-day.  Like  to  re- 
tain artillery  and  some  cavalry.  Threatened  attack  on  Cumberland  a 
ruse  to  draw  off  forces  from  here.  No  troops  at  Bomney.  Can  demon- 
strate in  your  favor  via  Frederick  and  Leesburg.  Shall  1  occupy  Har- 
per's Ferry  after  putting  up  bridge  I   I  write  by  mail. 

K.  PATTERSON, 

Major- General. 


Hagebstown,  Md.,  June  18, 1861. 

Col.  B.  D.  Townsend, 

Asst.  Adjt  Gen.  U.  8.  Army,  Washington  City : 

Colonel  :  Finding,  on  my  arrival  here  on  the  15th  instant,  the  enemy 
still  in  the  vicinity  of  Martinsburg,  I  directed,  in  order  to  be  able  to 
carry  out  the  original  plan  approved  by  the  General-in-Chief,  General 
Cadwalader,  strongly  supported,  to  cross  the  river  at  Williamsport  and 
establish  himself  within  the  bend  opposite  and  intrench  himself.  This 
was  executed  before  I  received  the  call  for  the  regular  troops  with  this 
column.  It  had,  I  think,  the  happy  effect  of  causing  the  troops  threat- 
ening Cumberland  to  retire. 

That  night,  on  receipt  of  the  order  from  the  General-in-Chief  and 
direction  to  "  keep  within  your  [my]  present  limits,"  I  ordered  the  regu- 
lar troops  to  be  put  in  motion  for  Washington,  and  the  volunteers 
brought  back  to  this  side,  and  in  time  for  all  to  have  returned  by  day- 
light The  execution  of  the  order  was  deferred  by  the  volunteers,  and 
at  night  the  inclosed  report  (No.  1)*  was  received  from  General  Cadwal- 
ader. Presuming  the  enemy,  Who  knows  all  our  movements,  had  taken 
advantage  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  regulars  to  attack  the  remnant  of 
two  brigades,  I  at  once  turned  Colonels  Thomas  and  Miles,  then  here, 
to  the  support  of  General  Cadwalader,  and  provided  ample  force  to 
drive  back  any  enemy  in  this  vicinity.  As  soon  as  the  force  was  on  this 
side  I  detached  the  regular  infantry,  in  compliance  with  the  original 
order,  for  Washington.  This  fact  I  telegraphed  to-day,  and  asked  per- 
mission of  the  General-in-Chief  to  retain  Thomas  and  Doubleday.  the 
former  too  fagged  to  march,  except  under  great  necessity.  The  delay 
in  returning  that  force  to  the  General-in-Chief  was  at  the  time  a  neces- 
sity, and  I  feel  confident  he  will  pardon  it 

The  telegrams  of  the  General-in-Chief  indicate  a  desire  for  me  not  to 
advance  beyond  the  Potomac  At  present  I  cannot  advance  with  any 
large  force,  as  my  means  of  transportation  are  so  limited.   I  should  be 

•  8<»*  OftdwalivW  to  Porter,  .Trine  17,  p.  69fi, 
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forced  to  halt  every  two  days  to  send  for  supplies.  To  remedy  many  in 
conveniences,  and  to  reopen  the  line  of  communication,  and  to  protect 
the  channels  of  trade,  I  propose  what  X  consider  a  military  necessity— 
the  rebuilding  of  Harper's  Ferry  Bridge,  protected  by  a  force  from  this 
side,  and  the  reoccupation  of  Harper's  Ferry.  For  this  purpose,  aud  to 
fortify  the  heights  in  its  vicinity,  I  wish  the  artillery  under  Doubleday. 
I  would  approach  from  this  side,  and  would  not  think  of  marching  on 
the  right  bank  to  Harper's  Ferry,  exposed  as  my  line  would  be  for  twenty 
miles  to  be  cut  at  several  points  by  the  enemy:  if  not,  to  advance  upon 
Winchester  from  this  point  or  from  Harper's  Ferry.  I  recommend  this 
course  if  for  no  dther  reason  than  to  keep  the  volunteers  employed  and 
out  of  settlements.  From  Harper's  Ferry  at  any  time  a  force  can  be 
sent  to  you  and  to  operate  upon  Winchester.  I  will  remind  the  Gen- 
eral-in-Chief that  with  the  exception  of  ope  regiment  (Connecticut)  all 
this  force  will  be  entitled  to  discharge  at  the  expiration  of  their  three 
months,  and  I  believe  all  but  one  regiment  (the  Wisconsin,  an  excellent 
one)  will  claim  it  That  force  in  Harper's  Ferry,  open  to  the  rear  and 
fortified  towards  Winchester,  can  maintain  itself.  The  railroad  and 
canal  will  be  reopened,  and  the  people  on  the  line  encouraged  to  defend 
them. 

I  respectfully  present  the  above  to  the  consideration  of  the  General- 
in-Chief,  submitting  to  his  superior  judgment  whatever  his  decision  may 
be. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  PATTERSON, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Haoerstown,  Mj>.,  June  18, 1861. 

General  Simon  Cameron: 

Dear  Sir  :  We  are  all  here  deeply  disappointed.  This  entire  com- 
mand on  Sunday  was  in  admirable  condition.  It  had  dragoons,  artil- 
lery, a  good  body  of  volunteer  infantry,  good  spirits,  plenty  of  provis- 
ions, and  needing  nothing  but, transportation,  and  this  was  being  rap- 
idly supplied.  A  large  portion-  of  General  Cadwalader's  division  was 
across  the  river  at  Williamsport,  and  in  two  days  would  have  been  in  a 
reasonably  intrenched  camp,  occupying  a  bend  on  the  Virginia  side  of 
the  river,  with  a  good  ford  well  defended  behind.  The  residue  of  this 
corps  was  within  reach,  and  in  a  very  short  time  would  have  occupied 
Sharpsburg,  Maryland  Heights,  Harper's  Ferry,  Martinsburg,  and  would 
havo  been  in  good  condition  to  strike  at  Winchester,  or,  by  a  temporary 
bridge  at  Harper's  Ferry,  to  have  advanced  via  Frederick  or  Leesburg 
to  Washington.  General  Patterson  had  around  him  a  corps  of  very 
superior  Regular  Army  officers,  and  it  was  apparent  that  the  proposed 
work  of  this  corps  was  advancing  with  certainty  and  force.  In  this 
condition  of  affairs  comes  an  order  for  Bnrnside's  regiment  with  all 
the  artillery  in  this  army,  leaving  General  Patterson  without  a  gun. 
Then  comes  an  order  for  all  the  regular  troops,  leaving  us  without  dra- 
goons or  any  regular  infantry  to  give  confidence  to  volunteers:  and, 
what  is  worse  than  all,  the  regular  officers,  including  Colonels  Thomas 
and  Miles,  heads  of  brigades,  and  .upon  whom  much  reliance  was  placed, 
were  taken  away.  This  compelled  a  return  to  this  side  of  the  river  and 
in  abandonment  of  all  aggressive  plans.  We  had  then  a  rumor  that 
Johnston  was  again  appearing  in  great  force  at  Martinsburg.  This  led 
to  a  delay  of  Miles'  and  Thomas'  movements,  but  as  all  General  Patter- 
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sou's  force  lb  now  on  this  side,  able  to  repel  attack,  the  orders  of  Gen- 
eral Scott  will  be  at  once  obeyed. 

See  what  a  position  this  will  leave  these  volunteers  iu !  They  are  now 
keen  for  a  fight.  They  must  now  stand  on  the  defensive.  Their  time  of 
enlistment  will  melt  away,  and  they  go  home  having  done  nothing,  and 
little  likely  to  enlist  again.  The  demoralization  of  this  column,  of  which 
so  much  was  expected,  will  be  generally  injurious.  Pray  think  whether 
it  is  not  better  either  to  leave  it  in  strength  to  carry  out  the  original 
plan,  or  to  call  it  to  Washington,  via  Frederick,  to  join  in  your  general 
movements. 

Remember,  I  write  to  you  freely  as  au  outsider,  without  presuming 
to  criticise  plans,  and  without  knowledge  of  your  precise  condition.  If 
you  are  iu  actual  danger  in  Washington,  we  ought  to  be  with  you  to 
share  in  it,  or  have  strength  to  make  a  diversiou  in  your  favor. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  Si  I  i;KM  A  N. 
HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE  ARMY, 

Washington,  June  18,  1861—9.15  p.  in. 

General  Patterson,  Hagerntown : 

I  had  expected  you  to  recall  the  regulars  on  the  reappearance  on  the 
Potomac  of  Johnston  with  a  formidable  body  of  troops,  and  to  keep  the 
former  until  the  importance  of  that  movement  could  be  ascertained.  I 
await  information  from  you  on  that  point.  Keep  the  siege  guns  and 
the  Perkins  light  battery. 

W1NF1ELD  SCOTT. 

Do  not  omit  so  many  words.  Sentences  too  iucomplobe  to  be  under- 
stood. 


Headquarters  First  Division, 

Williameport,  June  18, 1861. 

Maj.  F.  J.  Porter, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.j  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Pennsylvania : 

Major  :  Seven  regiments  of  my  division  and  the  First  Troop  Phila- 
delphia City  Cavalry  remained  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  all  night, 
notwithstanding  my  positive  orders  to  withdraw  to  this  side.  The  only 
way  I  can  account  for  this  is  by  the  supposition  that  the  order  may  not 
have  been  properly  communicated  to  them  by  the  commanders  of  brig- 
ades.  1  must  inquire  into  this. 

Finding  when  the  troops  left  here  last  night  for  Hagerstown  that 
those  expected  did  not  arrive.  I  used  every  effort  to  communicate  with 
their  commanding  officers  without  success,  I  having  no  mounted  men  at 
my  disposal.  One  of  those,  named  Downs,  at  the  suggestion  of  Ward 
U.  Lamon,  U.  S.  marshal,  now  with  a  regiment  here,  was  sent  a  mile 
and  a  half  from  here  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  Expecting  from 
time  to  time  that  our  troops  would  come  over,  and  hearing  no  firing  on 
the  other  side,  as  it  became  late  we  concluded  not  to  send  more  troops 
over,  but  to  remain  in  a  state  of  readiness  to  cover  their  retreat  or  to 
defend  this  position  iu  case  of  our  being  attacked.  We  had  a  force 
ready  at  the  ford  and  a  regimeut  advanced  up  the  river  westwardly 
all  night.  We  intended  at  daylight  to  cross  the  river  if  occasion  should 
require  it.  I  am  happy  now  to  report  the  safety  of  onr  forces  on  the 
other  side  in  Virginia,  and  .that  we  are  withdrawing  them  as  speedily  as 
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we  can  without  loss  or  injury  to  property.  The  ford  is  about  four  feet 
deep  at  present,  and  there  are  many  large  stones  or  rocks  that  are  in 
the  way  and  render  us  liable  to  accidents  in  crossing. 

I  am  now  endeavoring  to  reach  the  truth  in  relation  to  whether  or 
not  there  is  really  a  large  force  of  rebels  near  to  us,  as  is  universally 
asserted  here.  I  shall  make  another  attempt  to  bring  here  George  W. 
Curtis,  who  is  referred  to  in  the  note  I  send.  It  was  stated  he  saw  the 
force ;  that  he  was  confident  that  there  could  not  have  been  less  than 
14,000  men,  and  that  General  Johnston  was  with  them.  How  any  plans 
are  to  be  formed  without  knowing  the  truth  of  this  report  appears  to 
me  to  be  impossible,  and  it  may  be  intended  that  he  is  to  be  ubiquitous, 
and  that  he  is  at  one  time  to  threaten  Washington  by  uniting  with  the 
forces  there,  and  at  another  to  appear  here  or  in  the  West,  keeping  our 
forces  moving  around  the  outside  of  a  circle,  whilst  he  is  moving  across 
the  center.  It  may  be  that  our  movement  on  Sunday  to  the  other  side 
of  the  river  has  invited  him  to  take  up  a  position  at  Martinsburg  to 
follow  our  rear,  his  position  being  stated  to  be  two  miles  southeast  of 
that  place.  General  Johnston  knew,  no  doubt,  the  number  of  our 
wagons,  and  that  we  would  not  have  been  prepared  to  subsist  our  col- 
umn without  receiving  supplies  from  the  rear,  which  he  would  have 
been  in  a  position  to  cut  off. 

You  will  observe  from  Colonel  Wallace's  letter  that  he  thinks  the 
troops  went  westward  after  abandoning  Harper's  Ferry.  He  speaks  of 
their  attacking  General  Morris.  Our  movement  over  the  river  may 
have  drawn  them  back.  I  send  you  the  order  which  I  sent  over  the 
river  last  night  by  the  man  who  was  shot,  and  which  they  did  not 
receive.  It  was  brought  back  to  me  this  morning.  As  soon  as  we  can 
ascertain  with  certainty  the  position  of  Johnston  and  his  troops  we  will 
be  able  to  know  what  to  do.  Two  messengers  have  just  come  in,  con- 
firming accounts  of  large  forces  near  Martinsburg  and  Darkesville. 
Major  Sherman  is  here.  I  will  write  again. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

GEO.  CADWALADER, 

Commanding  First  Division. 


Cumberland,  June  18,  1861. 

Maj.  F.  J.  Porter: 

Received  your  letter  by  messenger.  Have  in  hand  eight  days'  pro- 
visions brought  from  Indiana ;  also  transportation  wagons,  which  I  will 
keep.  Scouts  been  nearly  to  Romney.  No  sight  of  enemy.  Hope  the 
ruse  was  unsuccessful.  Caliber  of  guns  .54  inch.  Beg  the  general  for 
God's  sake  not  to  leave  me  behind  when  he  marches.  I  want  to  show 
him  how  we  can  flght.  Can't  we  get  one  of  the  idle  Indiana  or  Ohio 
regiments  here  ! 

LEW.  WALLACE, 
Colonel  Eleventh  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers. 


Hdqrr.  First  Regiment  Delaware  Volunteers, 

Havre  de  Grace,  Md.,  June  18,  1861. 

Maj.  Fitz  J.  Porter, 

A.  A.  G.j  DepH  of  Pmnsi/lvania,  Chamber nburg,  Pa. : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  occupies  the  several 
stations  on  the  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  Railroad,  with  one  company 
on  the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  Canal.   The  divided  state  of  the  coni- 
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mand  of  course  operates  greatly  against  any  regular  system  of  instruc- 
tion. I,  however,  endeavor  to  visit  the  several  stations  twice  a  week, 
and  hope  that  the  benefits  of  my  instruction  are  not  entirely  lost.  The 
company  guarding  the  canal  is  divided  into  two  equal  parts,  and  its 
future  efficiency  thereby  much  disturbed.  As  I  do  not  see  the  necessity 
of  keeping  jt  there,  I  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  placing  it 
either  at  headquarters  or  at  Elk  ton.  I  would  likewise  offer,  very  respect- 
fully, the  same  suggestion  respecting  the  occupation  of  Northeast  and 
Charles  town.  The  bridges  at  Northeast  and  Charles  town  are  all  of 
stone,  and  could  not  be  materially  injured  before  word  would  reach 
Perryville  or  Elkton.  I  would  therefore  suggest  that  two  companies 
be  kept  at  Elktoo,  two  at  Perryville,  and  the  rest  at  this  place  and 
below — say  two  at  Bush  River  and  two  at  Gunpowder.  This  last  place 
seems  to  me  much  more  exposed  than  any  other,  and  as  demanding 
greater  protection.  I  await  your  orders  in  these  respects.  I  beg  leave 
to  add  further  that  I  have  not  felt  easy  without  some  means  of  constant 
communication  with  the  other  shore  of  the  Susquehanna,  and  that  I 
have  accordingly  chartered  the  steamer  Fairy  for  thirty  dollars  per  day, 
she  finding  coal. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  present  to  the  general,  as  the  wish  of 
the  officers  and  men  of  this  command  (myself  included),  that  it  should 
be  called  into  more  active  service  at  an  early  day.  I  would  also  say 
that  the  officers  and  men  of  this  command  have  received  at  all  hands 
the  well-merited  encomiums  of  all  here,  and  at  all  the  stations,  for  their 
genial  society  and  good  conduct.  1  regard  the  material  favorable  for  a 
first-rate  regiment. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  H.  LOOKWOOD, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Washington,  June  19,  1861. 

Hon.  John  S.  Carlilr,  Wlieeling,  Va.  : 

Dear  Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  laid  before  me  a  letter 
addressed  by  you  to  him,  and  I  cheerfully  comply  with  his  request  to 
assure  you  that  this  Department  will  do  all  in  its  power  to  carry  out 
your  wishes.  All  the  supplies  that  can  be  obtained  in  Western  Virginia 
for  the  troops  there  concentrating  will  be  purchased  from  the  people  re- 
siding in  that  section,  and  every  proper  effort  will  be  made  to  encourage 
the  loyalty  and  promote  the  interests  of  your  people. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Washington,  June  19,  1861. 

Major-General  McOlellan,  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 

Dear  Sir  :  It  is  deemed  highly  important  that  the  Union  men  in 
Western  Virginia  be  aided  and  encouraged  in  every  way  possible,  and 
it  is  desired  that  you  and  those  under  your  command  should  do  so  as 
far  as  you  can.  One  mode  of  doing  it  is  to  obtain,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  supplies  for  your  forces  from  them,  and  you  are  requested  to  give 
instructions  to  this  effect  to  those  who  are  charged  with  the  duty  of 
providing  supplies. 

Very  respectfully, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

secretary  oj  tt  c*r . 

45  r  r— vol  n 
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Headquarters,  June  19, 1861. 

Maj .  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  New  York  i 

Gome  to  me  at  the  first  convenient  moment  I  shall  charge  you  with 
the  command  of  the  Alexandria  and  Arlington  Department,  the  next  to 
the  enemy,  containing  five  brigades.  I  shall  do  what  I  can  to  give  you 
some  regular  staff  officers.   Bring  horses  with  you. 

WLOTTELD  SCOTT. 


Cincinnati,  June  19, 1861. 

General  Winfleld  Scott  : 

If  you  will  order  Patterson  to  send  a  strong  column  on  Cumberland 
and  thence  on  Edmney,  we  will  cut  off  the  whole  rebel  force  that  now 
threatens  Piedmont,  Grafton,  and  Cumberland.  I  shall  move  from  Park- 
ersburg  some  time  to  morrow,  fight  everything  I  meet,  take  Beverly  as 
my  point  of  direction,  and  trust  to  you  carrying  out  my  suggestion  for 
catching  the  whole  rebel  crew.  Alter  completing  this  I  propose  to  clear 
out  the  Kanawha. 

GEO.  B.  MoCLELLAN, 

Major- General,  U.  8.  Army. 


Cincinnati,  June  19, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D. '  To WNSEND : 

I  learn  that  the  enemy  is  in  front  of  Piedmont  in  force ;  also  moving 
on  Grafton  and  Clarksburg  from  Beverly.  Will  go  in  person  to  take 
command  to-day  with  five  additional  regiments,  one  battery,  two  com- 
panies cavalry.  Movement  on  Grafton  appears  more  important  than 
that  in  valley  of  Kanawha.  Had  arranged  to  reach  Kanawha  to-mor- 
row. Will  now  defer  it  until  certain  bridge  burned  eight  miles  east  of 
Piedmont   Patterson  better  re-enforce  Cumberland  at  once. 

GEO.  B.  MoCLELLAN. 


Washington,  June  19, 1861—9.46  p.  m. 

General  McClellan,  TJ.  S.  A.,  Cincinnati : 

I  do  not  credit  the  existence  of  any  formidable  rebel  force  in  the  mount- 
ains to  disturb  Wallace,  and  have  so  said  to  Patterson ;  but  have  de- 
sired him,  as  I  desire  you,  to  act  on  any  better  information  possessed. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  June  19, 1861. 

Lieut.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott, 

Commander -in- Oh\ef^  XI.  8.  Army: 

General  :  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  send  to  Washington 
to  inform  the  General-in-Chief  that  I  have  not  as  yet  received  the  trans- 
portation which  he  assured  me  I  should  have,  and  for  which;  I  doubt 
not,  he  gave  orders.  I  have  waited  impatiently,  but  with  resignation, 
because  I  supposed  that  the  exigencies  of  the  service  required  so  much 
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at  Washington  as  to  prevent  my  being  supplied.  I  also  desire  to  call 
his  attention  to  the  fact  that  I  have  great  need  of  mounted  men  for  out- 
post service  and  vedettes.  A  company  or  two  would  be  of  great  serv- 
ice. I  have  as  yet  received  no  horses  for  my  lij?ht  battery.  I  have  the 
harness  and  guns,  and  could  provide  the  men  if  I  had  the  horses.  I 
was  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  sending  my  own  saddle-horse  to  Big 
Bethel,  to  endeavor  to  convey  orders  nine  miles  from  my  camp,  that 
being  the  only  horse  not  on  duty  away  from  the  forts  which  had  a  sad- 
dle, and  those  horses  were  my  own  personal  property*  If  the  exigencies 
of  the  service  will  permit,  it  will  be  of  great  advantage  that  I  should 
receive  some  aid  in  this  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant. 

BEN  J.  F.  BUTLEB, 
Major- General)  Commanding. 


Haoerstown,  June  19, 1861. 

CoL  E.  D.  TOWNSEND,  Headquarters  of  the  Army  : 

I  move  to-day  to  occupy  early  to-morrow  the  Maryland  Heights  and 
shore  opposite  Harper's  Ferry.  Am. I  permitted  to  retain  cavalry,  as 
asked  for  yesterday  t 

B.  PATTEBSON, 
Major- General.  Commandino. 


Haoerstown,  June  19, 1861—12.15  p.  m. 

Col.  B.  D.  Townsend  : 

Your  message  of  9.15  p.  m.  of  18th  just  received— 12.15  p.  m.  The 
enemy  is  dotted  between  Martinsburg  and  Winchester  j  main  force  at 
Bunker  Hill.  Thinking  your  demand  for  regulars  imperative,  and  as  I 
could  not  hold  the  bend  to  Falling  Waters  without  regular  horse,  foot , 
and  guns,  I  withdrew  to  this  side  and  sent  Miles  to  you.  I  now  hola 
ford  at  Wiiliamsport,  protected  by  a  gun  of  Doubleday's  battery,  &c., 
under  Oadwalader.  I  occupy  Maryland  Heights  to-morrow  morning 
with  guns  and  infantry  to  protect  bridge-builders.  With  bridge  secured, 
propose  to  occupy  Harper's  Ferry,  fortify  it  toward  Winchester  j  throw 
everything  into  Harper's  Ferry.  Troops  and  supplies  ready  to  advance 
towards  Winchester  or  to  connect  with  you.  My  proposition  is  given 
in  a  letter  to  you  of  last  night  Shall  I  carry  out  this  plan  t  I  shall 
move  with  caution  and  security.  I  hold  Thomas  subject  to  your  call, 
wishing  to  retain  him. 

B.  PATTEBSOH, 
MajorQeneral,  Commanding. 


Haoerstown,  June  19, 1861. 
CoL  B.  D.  Townsend,  Headquarter*  of  the  Army : 

After  receiving  assurances  that  the  bridge  over  the  Potomac  at  Har- 
per's Ferry  would  be  rebuilt,  I  arranged  to  protect  laborers  and  bridge. 
The  company  now  will  not  act  unless  the  whole  [road]  to  Cumberland 
be  guarded,  saying  all  the  line  is  threatened  if  they  commence  rebuild- 
ing Haroer's  Ferrv  Bridge  or  anv  other  structure  thence  to  Cumberland 
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I  will  not,  therefore,  occupy  the  Maryland  Heights,  but  direct  attention 
on  the  Williamsport  line,  where  the  enemy  in  small  squads  frequently 
appeared  to  day. 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Washington,  June  19, 1861—9.46  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  R.  Patterson,  U.  S.  A.,  Hagerstown,  Md.  : 

McOlellan  is  again  alarmed  for  the  safety  of  Wallace.  I  do  not  believe 
there  is  any  formidable  force  in  the  mountains  to  assail  Wallace,  and 
sooner  than  be  annoyed  with  these  daily  rumors  it  would  perhaps  be 
better  to  call  him  to  you  and  absorb  him.  Govern  yourself,  however, 
by  the  later  and  better  information  that  you  may  possess.  Retain  two 
companies  of  Thomas'  horse,  and  send  him  with  the  other  two  here.  I 
shall  send  Major  Palmer  temporarily  to  you. 

WLNFIELD  SCOTT. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  June  20, 1861. 

Lieut.  Gen.  W infield  Scott, 

Commander-in-Chief,  U.  8.  Army: 

Sir  :  I  send  you  inclosed  a  memorandum  •  of  information  obtained 
by  me  from  two  deserters  from  Sewell's  Point,  who  escaped  this  morn- 
ing in  a  boat  They  are  both  Northern  men,  apparently  frank  and 
honest,  and  they  have  been  sent  North  by  me.  They  belonged  to  the 
Macon  (Ga.)  Volunteers.  The  general  will  see  that  we  have  an  exper- 
imental gun  on  Fort  Calhoun,  of  24-pounder  bore,  carrying  a  53-pound 
elongated  shot,  of  Sawyer's  patent,  by  which  we  are  enabled  to  strike 
the  enemy's  battery  with  a  great  degree  of  accuracy.  I  think  Sawyer's 
shell  is  a  success,  and  I  have  directed  at  the  ordnance  workshop  two 
6-pounder  cannon  to  be  rifled  and  perhaps  one  12  pounder  for  field  pur- 

r)ses,  and  I  have  also  ordered  a  competent  supply  of  shell  for  the  same, 
hope  to  have  these  orders  filled  within  a  week.  It  is  among  the  pos- 
sibilities, and  perhaps  the  probabilities,  that  a  concentration  of  troops 
may  be  made  at  York  town  via  James  River,  and  an  advance  movement 
upon  this  post  ensue.  While  waiting  for  the  transportation  and  the 
further  troops  that  have  been  promised  me,  I  have  turned  my  attention, 
with  the  aid  of  the  Engineer  officers  who  reported  to  me  four  days 
since,  to  strengthening  my  positions  outside  the  walls  of  the  fortress. 
Newport  News,  perhaps,  can  hold  out  with  the  three  thousand  men 
there  against  the  attack  of  five  thousand  or  six  thousand  men,  but  we 
have  not,  as  yet,  any  field  artillery  here.  To  defend  ourselves  outside 
the  fort,  we  have  but  about  three  thousand  effective  men,  and  some  of 
them  not  the  best  troops.  May  I  ask  again  for  Cook's  battery  and  the 
Massachusetts  troops  which  were  promised  me  f  The  enemy  are  appar- 
ently preparing  for  an  advance  movement  from  Yorktown.  By  the 
concentration  of  the  Yorktown  and  Norfolk  troops,  should  they  attack, 
I  should  be,  to  say  the  least,  largely  outnumbered. 
There  are  plenty  of  regiments,  especially  the  Second  Volunteer  Regi- 

•  Omitted. 
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ment  in  Massachusetts,  and  Major  Cobb's  light  battery,  ready,  waiting, 
and  anxious  to  join  me  here  if  an  order  were  only  given,  and  there  are 
ample  means  of  transportation  for  this. 

The  GeneraJ-in-Chief  is  thus  possessed  substantially  with  all  the  in- 
formation I  have,  and  it  is  for  his  better  judgment  to  deal  with  the 
exigency.  I  will  do  the  best  my  limited  knowledge  and  experience  will 
permit  with  the  material  I  have.  Perhaps  the  General  would  advise  a 
joint  land  and  sea  attack  upon  the  battery  on  SewelPs  Point  If  there  are 
any  such  numbers  as  are  claimed  at  Norfolk,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  hold  the  battery  if  it  were  taken. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General^  Commanding. 


Washington,  June  20, 1881. 

General  R.  Patterson,  U.  8.  A.,  Hagerstovm,  Md.  : 

I  desire  you  to  cause  to  be  examined  the  Maryland  Heights,  overlook- 
ing Harper's  Ferry,  with  a  view  to  a  battery  sufficient  to  hold  the  same, 
and  also  without  delay  to  propose  to  me  a  plan  of  operations  with  a  por- 
tion of  your  force  to  sweep  the  enemy  from  Leesburg  towards  Alexan- 
in  co-operation  with  a  strong  column  from  this  end  of  the  same 
Of  course  it  is  designed  that  you  should  absorb  the  column  of 
Colonel  Stone,  now  covering  the  fords  and  ferries  on  the  Potomac  below 
Leesburg;  the  remainder  of  your  troops  (how  many  f)  to  be  left  to  cover 
the  detachment  on  the  Maryland  Heights.   Reply  promptly. 

WlNFIELD  SCOTT. 

(Copy  to  General  McDowelL) 


Headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Hagerstotcn,  Md.,  June  20, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Negley, 

Commanding  Fifth  Brigade,  near  Hagerstown,  Md. : 

General  :  The  commanding  general  directs  you  to  move  as  early  as 
practicable  towards  Sharpsburg,  and  take  position  on  the  Sharpsburg 
road,  near  to  Bakersville,  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  Sharpsburg  road, 
throw  forward  your  pickets  towards  Mercersville  and  Sharpsburg,  and 
carefully  guard  against  surprise.  Protect  as  much  as  in  your  power, 
consistent  with  the  safety  of  your  command,  the  people  in  your  vicinity, 
and  wherever  your  guards  may  be  sent  be.  cautious  not  to  be  entrapped 
so  far  to  the  left  that  any  portion  may  be  cut  off.  Be  cautions  and  be 
sure  that  you  receive  no  check  or*  reverse.  The  commanding  general 
has  sent  Lieutenant  Smith,  of  the  Topographical  Engineers,  to  select  a 
proper  ground,  and  to  locate  your  command  for  defensive  purposes. 
Colonel  Owen  will  follow  you  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  you  are  directed 
immediately  on  arrival  to  report  your  proximity  to  General  Cadwalader, 
and  ask  him  to  keep  open  communication. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General 
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Hagerstown,  Md.,  June  20, 1861. 

General  George  A.  McC all,  Harruburg,  Pa.  I 

I  received  express  from  Wallace  stating  he  bad  at  1  p.  m.  yesterday 
started  his  baggage  for  Bedford,  and  was  waiting  to  see  and  feel  the 
enemy.  No  aid  could  be  sent  from  here  to  do  him  any  good.  It  was 
exposed  to  be  cut  by  the  enemy  at  many  points.  He  was  told  if  hard 
pressed  at  any  time  to  fall  back  on  Bedford,  a  friendly  county,  where 
every  one  would  turn  out  to  aid  a  gallant  band.  Until  last  night  at 
12  o'clock  I  had  no  idea  of  danger  to  him,  he  having  reported  the  day 
before  that  no  enemy  was  near  him  or  at  Komney.  If  you  receive  in- 
formation leading  you  to  behove  Wallace  has  retired  on  Bedford,  and 
you  can  give  him  aid,  please  act  upon  your  own  good  judgment. 

K.  PATTERSON, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


N.  B.  Virginia, 

Brigadier-General  Bunyon  [and  others] : 

General  Tyler  reports  enemy  concentrating  in  his  front.  Hold  all 
your  command  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  warning.  If  you 
have  time,  cook  a  day's  rations. 

IRVIN  MCDOWELL, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 

P.  S.— To  Colonel  Hunter. 

Have  the  Sixty  ninth  Regiment  move  forward  to  Ball's  Gross  Boads. 
By  order  General  McDowell: 

W.  H.  WOOD, 


War  Department,  Wathington,  June  20,  1861. 

Hon.  John  Sherman,  Hagerstown,  Md. : 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  18th  instant,  and  regret  to  learn  that  any  embarrassment  to  the 
successful  movement  of  the  forces  under  command  of  Major-General 
Patterson  occurred  in  consequence  of  orders  issued  from  here  by  the 
General-in-Chief. 

It  has  been  my  aim  and  purpose  to  furnish  General  Patterson  all  the 
force  and  aid  to  enable  him  to  accomplish  a  gloriously  successful  result, 
and  to  that  end  I  ordered  as  many  troops  arriving  at  Harrisburg  to 
follow  in  his  train  as  I  could,  until  the  apparent  change  of  circumstances 
at  Harper's  Ferry  and  its  neighborhood  seemed  to  make  it  apparent 
that  it  was  more  important  to  increase  our  force  here  than  there.  It 
may  be  true  that  if  the  General-in-Chief  had  been  on  the  spot  and 
understood  the  condition  of  things  there  as  they  are  now  stated  by  you 
to  have  existed  at  the  date  of  the  order  issued  by  him  for  the  return  of 
Burnside's  artillery  to  this  place,  he  would  not  have  issued  it  Of 
that,  of  course,  I  cannot  undertake  to  speak,  and  do  not  mean  even  to 
express  an  opinion.  Certain  it  is,  however,  that  this  Department,  and, 
indeed,  the  whole  administration,  has  but  one  safe  course  before  it  in 
this  emergency,  and  that  is  to  be  guided  by  the  counsels  of  the  General. 
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in-Chief  in  all  that  relates  to  the  plans,  movements,  and  commands  of 
the  campaign.  He  has  superior  military  knowledge,  experience,  wis- 
dom, and  patrotism  over  any  other  member  of  the  administration,  and 
enjoys  the  unlimited  confidence  of  the  people,  as  well  as  the  President 
and  his  advisers. 
[Here  the  copy  ends,  and  no  signature.] 


Washington,  June  21,  1861. 
Brigadier-General  McDowell,  IT.  8.  A.: 

Sir  :  The  General-in-Chief  sends  yon  the  inclosed  copy  of  instructions 
to  Major-General  Patterson,*  and  desires  you  to  propose  a  column  to 
co-onerate  from  this  end,  according  to  the  outline  plan  indicated. 
I  am,  &c. 

E.  D.  TOWSEM), 


HAOERSTOWN,  MD.,  June  21,  1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen,,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington  Oily; 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  tele- 
gram of  the  General-in-Chief  calling  for  a  plan  of  operations  with  a 
portion  of  my  force  to  sweep  the  enemy  from  Leesburg,  &c.  Inclosed 
is  a  copy  of  my  telegraphic  reply.  The  following  is  my  plan  more  in 
detail: 

To  carry  out  the  views  of  the  General-in-Chief  I  propose- 
First  To  occupy  the  Maryland  Heights  with  a  brigade  (2,100  men) ; 
fortify  and  arm  with  Doubleday's  artillery,  and  provision  for  twenty 
days,  to  secure  against  investment. 

Second.  To  move  all  supplies  to  Frederick,  and  immediately  there- 
after abandon  this  line  of  operations ;  threaten  with  a  force  to  open  a 
route  through  Harper's  Ferry,  this  force  to  be  the  sustaining  one  for  the 
command  on  Maryland  Heights. 

Third.  To  send  everything  else  available  (horse,  foot,  and  artillery)  to 
cross  the  Potomac  near  Point  of  Bocks,  and  unite  with  Colonel  Stone 
at  Leesburg.  From  that  point  I  can  operate  as  circumstances  shall  de- 
mand and  your  orders  require.  If  no  blow  is  to  be  struck  here,  I  think 
this  change  of  position  important  to  keep  alive  the  ardor  of  our  men  as 
well  as  to  force  an  enemy. 

The  reasons  for  this  change  of  depot  will  be  so  apparent  to  the  Gen- 
eral-in-Chief that  I  need  not  refer  to  them.  By  the  employment  of  the 
local  transportation  of  the  country  I  can  soon  make  the  necessary  changes, 
and  will  hasten  to  carry  out  your  orders. 

I  have  many  reports  in  regard  to  the  movements  of  the  force  oppo- 
site us  in  Virginia,  and  have  reason  to  believe  that  when  the  regulars 
were  withdrawn,  General  Johnston,  with  thirteen  thousand  men  and 
twenty-two  pieces  of  artillery,  was  marching  to  the  attack,  and  that 
night  posted  his  force,  expecting  from  us  an  attack  the  following  morn- 
ing. I  regret  we  did  not  meet  the  enemy,  so  confident  am  I  that,  with 
this  well-appointed  force,  the  result  would  have  been  favorable  to  us, 
and  that  this  portion  of  Virginia  would  now  be  peaceably  occupied. 
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Reports  of  the  enemy  having  returned  to  Harper's  Ferry  and  had 
driven  the  occupants  to  this  shore  reached  me  yesterday.  I  immedi- 
ately dispatched  a  strong  force  to  take  position  in  the  vicinity  of  Sharps- 
burg  and  protect  all  parties  on  this  side  of  the  river,  and  drive  back  any 
which  may  attempt  to  cross. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major -General,  Commanding. 


Hagerstown,  Md.,  June  21,  1861. 

OoL  B.  D.  Townsknd,  Washington  Oity: 

The  telegram  of  the  General-in-Chief  of  yesterday  was  received  at 
midnight  To  carry  out  proposed  plan  I  think  involves  a  change  of 
depot  to  Frederick  and  evacuation  of  Williamsport  and  Hagerstown. 


With  an  enemy  close  at  hand,  a  move  suddenly,  with  present  amoi 
of  transportation,  necessitates  sending  a  large  mass  of  stores  back  to 
Harrisburg  or  their  abandonment. 

Maryland  Heights  can  be  secured,  and  Frederick  also,  and  a  strong 
force  of  infantry,  some  cavalry,  and  artillery  sent  via  Frederick  to  Lees- 
burg  to  sweep  the  enemy  from  that  point  to  Alexandria.  If  no  blow  is 
to  be  struck  here,  and  this  meets  the  views  of  the  General-in-Chief,  I 
will  at  once  commence  moving,  and  be  in  position  to  act  at  the  earliest 
practicable  moment.  I  send  a  regiment  to-day  to  Frederick  at  the  urgent 
solicitation  of  the  governor.  I  shall  write  in  full  by  mail.  Reconnais- 
of  heights  being  made.  Send  your  telegrams  via  Harrisburg, 
&c.   Frederick  line  cannot  be  relied  upon. 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

Hagerstown,  Md.,  June  21, 1861. 

General  MoCall,  Harrisburg,  Pa.: 
Please  send  the  following  to  Colonel  Wallace : 

Five  thousand  cartridges  and  six  thousand  caps  for  rifle  (caliber  .54 inch)  and  eight 
thousand  extra  eape  were  dispatched  to  you  on  Tuesday  at  noon.  Yesterday  Jerome 
Cloason  was  sent  to  report  the  condition  of  the  country  east  of  Cumberland.  The 
force  you  specially  wish  is  not  here.  The  commanding  general  now  wishes  you  to 
join  this  foroe,  partly  in  anticipation  of  immediate  active  operations,  and  in  part  to 
be  relieved  of  constant  anxiety  for  you  when  it  is  impossible  to  render  you  relief,  and 
leaves  the  route  to  your  Judgment.  ^  ^  PORTER, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Hagerstown,  Md.,  June  21, 1861. 

OoL  Samuel  Yohe, 

First  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Vols.,  near  Funkstown,  Md.  : 

Colonel  :  The  commanding  general  directs  you,  on  arrival  at  Fred- 
erick, to  notify  Governor  Hicks  of  the  presence  of  yourself  and  regi- 
ment, prepared  to  aid  in  the  execution  of  the  laws  and  to  maintain  order. 
You  will  carefully  guard  against  your  men  being  induced  to  commit  acts 
of  violence,  or  in  any  manner  taking  part  in  redressing  private  wrongs, 
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the  citizens  may  see  that  you  go  to  protect  and  not  to  oppress. 

If  bodies  of  men,  unlawfully  armed,  are  in  your  vicinity,  and  in  any 
manner  threaten  the  peace  of  the  country  or  the  safety  of  the  loyal  in- 
habitants of  the  State,  or  are  arrayed  with  hostile  intent  against  the 
Government,  you  will  disarm  them,  using  such  a  force  that  the  issue  of 
such  a  collision  shall  not  be  doubtful. 

The  commanding  general  desires  you  to  communicate  by  every  oppor- 
tunity the  state  of  feeling  in  your  vicinity,  and  all  matters  and  points 
you  may  deem  of  interest  or  importance,  Should  the  deputy  quarter- 
master-general, Colonel  Orosman,  call  for  your  wagons,  you  will  send 
them  to  him  with  a  proper  guard. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Annuitant  Adjutant- General 


Executive  Department. 

Wheeling,  Fa.,  June  21, 1861. 

His  Excellency  the  President  op  the  United  States  : 

Sir  :  Reliable  information  has  been  received  at  this  department,  from 
various  parts  of  this  State,  that  large  numbers  of  evil  minded  persons 
have  banded  together  in  military  organizations  with  intent  to  overthrow 
the  government  of  the  State,  and  for  that  purpose  have  called  to  their 
aid  like-minded  persons  from  other  States,  who,  in  pursuance  of  such 
call,  have  invaded  this  commonwealth.  They  are  now  making  war  on 
the  loyal  people  of  the  State.  They  are  pressing  citizens  against  their 
consent  into  their  military  organizations,  and  seizing  and  appropriating 
their  property  to  aid  in  the  rebellion. 

I  have  not  at  my  command  sufficient  military  force  to  suppress  this 
rebellion  and  violence.  The  legislature  cannot  be  convened  in  time  to 
act  in  the  premises.  It  therefore  becomes  my  duty,  as  governor  of  this 
commonwealth,  to  call  on  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for  aid 
to  suppress  such  rebellion  and  violence.  I  therefore  earnestly  request 
that  you  will  furnish  a  military  force  to  aid  in  suppressing  the  rebellion 
and  to  protect  the  good  people  of  this  commonwealth  from  domestic 
violence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  H.  PEIRPOINT,  Governor. 


Headquarters  Tylers  Brioade, 

Camp  McDowell,  June  22, 1861. 

To  Brigadier-General  McDowell, 

Commanding  Department  V .  E.  Virginia ; 

General:  Your  intimation  yesterday  that  we  might  be  ordered  to 
fall  back  to  Ball's  Cross-Roads  took  me  so  by  surprise,  that  I  went  at 
once  to  your  headquarters  to  see  if  there  was  not  some  mistake  in  the 
matter,  and,  not  finding  you,  returned  immediately  back. 

Since  I  have  been  in  my  present  position  I  have  used  every  possible 
means  to  connect  it  with  our  present  line  of  operations,  and  also  with 
the  probable  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  to  aban- 
don it  would  be  the  greatest  mistake  we  could  commit,  and  for  the  fol- 
lowing reasons : 
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1.  It  is  so  situated  as  to  give  you  the  best  possible  position  to  observe 
the  enemy  and  to  obtain  the  very  earliest  possible  information  as  to  any 
movement  he  can  make  towards  Washington. 

2.  It  is  the  strongest  and  most  defensible  military  position,  except 
that  about  Shooter's  Hill,  that  I  have  seen  between  Washington  and 
fonr  miles  of  Fairfax  Court-House,  and  is  so  sitaated  that  it  most  be 
attacked  and  carried  before  it  would  be  safe  for  any  enemy  to  make 
any  forward  movement  on  Ball's  Gross-Boads  or  Bailey's  Cross-Roads, 
as  a  movement  on  Bailey's  Cross- Roads  would  expose  the  enemy  to  a 
flank  attack  from  the  troops  situated  at  Falls  Church  and  a  movement 
on  Ball's  Cross- Roads  to  a  rear  attack,  and  neither  of  these  crossings 
is  more  than  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Falls  Church. 

3.  As  the  enemy's  pickets  before  our  arrival  here  were  in  possession 
of  the  ground  in  our  front,  I  am  satisfied  the  moment  we  leave  the  posi- 
tion it  will  be  occupied,  and,  in  connection  with  the  possession  of  Vienna, 
will  give  him  the  possession  of  a  line  that  it  will  cost  us  thousands  or 
men  to  drive  him  from  it,  and  we  shall  have  to  do  it  if  he  is  strong 
enough  to  sustain  an  advance. 

4.  A  retrograde,  if  followed  by  the  occupation  of  the  Falls  Church  posi- 
tion, as  it  will  be,  will  enable  the  enemy  to  control  the  entire  valley  of 
the  Four  Mile  Run,  from  Vienna  to  within  two  miles  of  Roach's  Mills, 
and  if  they  have  twenty  thousand  men,  everything  else  being  equal, 
fifty  thousand  men  cannot  drive  them  out. 

5.  A  retrograde  movement  (I  will  not  consider  its  effects  on  the 
country)  will  have  a  most  injurious  effect  on  the  Union  men  in  this 
vicinity  (and  they  are  in  considerable  numbers),  and  thus  must  neces- 
sarily leave  with  us  or  be  killed. 

The  above,  general,  are  only  some  of  the  reasons  that  present  them- 
selves to  my  mind  in  opposition  to  a  retrograde  movement,  which  I 
think  can  be  prevented  and  our  position  here  perfectly  secured  by  post- 
ing three  regiments  at  Ball's  Cross-Roads  and  as  many  at  Bailey's  Cross- 
Roads.  which  will  bring  the  whole  front  from  Georgetown,  Falls  Church, 
and  Alexandria  within  short  supporting  positions.  With  a  single  bat- 
tery of  light  artillery  and  a  couple  of  hundred  of  cavalry,  with  two  Con- 
necticut and  the  two  Ohio  regiments,  I  can  hold  our  position  at  Falls 
Church  for  two  hours  against  ten  thousand  men,  counting  time  from  the 
moment  our  pickets  will  notify  us  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  and 
that  will  give  us  time  to  be  supported  from  Ball's  and  Bailey's  Cross- 
Roads  and  the  New  Jersey  regiments  at  Roach's  Mills,  leaving  the 
troops  at  Alexandria  and  those  in  the  vicinity  of  Arlington.  George- 
town, and  Washington  near  enough  to  sustain  us  in  case  we  should  be 
overmatched,  which  I  do  not  think  we  should  be.  At  all  events,  we 
would  give  time  enough  for  these  troops  to  come  to  our  relief. 

Before  a  retrograde  movement  is  made  I  would  like  to  canvass  this 
matter  with  yourself  and  General  Scott.  Since  I  came  here  my  mind 
has  been  constantly  occupied  with  the  subject  of  my  position  here,  and 
I  think  I  understand  as  well  as  any  engineer  officer  or  officers  who  may 
come  out  here  and  pass  half  an  hour  examining  it  and  then  return  to 
Washington  with  a  report.  I  know  that  these  things  must  be,  but  I 
must  confess  that  I  felt  mortified  that  two  gentlemen  of  the  Engineers 
should  come  into  my  camp  under  instructions,  as  I  now  find,  to  examine 
and  pass  upon  the  most  important  military  positions  in  our  whole  line, 
which  had  been  selected  by  me,  and  not  have  the  courtesy  to  invite  my 
attendance  or  call  my  atteution  to  the  fact  that  they  were  on  any  official 
duty. 

When  I  had  the  honor  to  have  a  commission  in  the  line  of  the  United 
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States,  many  years  ago,  the  etiquette  of  service  would  not 
neglect,  even  in  the  scientific  officers  of  the  Army. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANL.  TYLER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Ohio  Brigade. 


Hagerstown,  June  22,  1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend,  Assistant  Adjutant-  General : 

At  10  o'clock  last  night  Wallace  was  safe,  and  apprehended  no  imme- 
diate danger,  though  some  3,000  secessionists  were  said  to  be  about 
twenty  miles  west.  Anticipating  active  operations  either  as  directed  by 
the  General-in-Chief  or  forward,  1  yesterday  called  him  to  me  from  a 
point  where  he  is  only  a  cause  of  anxiety  and  doing  no  good.  I  have 
supplied  him  with  ammunition,  and  there  is  no  force  between  us. 

K.  PATTERSON, 
Jlfaior- General  Cjomtnandina 


Camp  Sprague, 
Washington,  D.  C,  June  22, 1861. 

Lieut.  Gen.  W.  Scott,  Headquarters  U.  S.  Army : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  regiment  under  my  com- 
mand, in  pursuance  to  orders  from  headquarters  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  de- 
parted from  Washington  on  Monday,  June  10,  for  the  purpose  of  joining 
the  column  of  Major-General  Patterson,  then  moving  from  Ohambereburg 
upon  Harper's  Ferry.  The  battery  of  artillery  attached  to  the  com- 
mand, with  the  baggage,  preceded  the  main  body  of  the  regiment  twelve 
hours. 

Early  upon  Monday  morning  we  left  camp,  and,  marching  to  the  sta- 
tion of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  entered  the  cars  prepared  for 
our  transportation,  and  were  carried  to  Baltimore.  The  command  was 
composed  of  1,128  men  and  117  officers,  accompanied  by  a  long  wagon 
train.  The  passage  through  Baltimore  was  peacefully  made,  and,  taking 
the  cars  of  the  Northern  Central  Railroad,  the  entire  regiment  reached 
Chamberaburg,  Pa.,  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  Juue  11,  when  I  imme- 
diately reported  to  Major-General  Patterson  for  duty.  Still  proceeding 
by  rail,  we  reached  Greencastle  at  noon,  and  encamped.  The  command 
remained  in  camp  at  Greencastle  until  Saturday  morning,  when,  in  con- 
junction with  the  First  Brigade  of  Major  General  Patterson's  column, 
under  command  of  Colonel  Thomas,  the  line  of  march  was  taken  up  for 
Williamsport,  Md.  That  place  was  reached  at  noon,  and  occupied  by 
the  force  of  which  this  regiment  formed  a  part. 

On  Sunday  a  portion  of  the  battery  of  artillery  was  ordered  across 
the  Potomac  to  Falling  Waters;  but.  in  accordance  with  orders  from 
Major-General  Patterson,  it  was  recalled  on  Monday,  and  the  regiment, 
once  more  complete,  commenced  its  march  at  an  early  hour  for  Fred- 
erick City.  The  route  lay  through  Hagerstown,  Boousborough,  and  Mid- 
dletown,  and  in  these  places  the  command  was  received  with  enthusiastic 
demonstrations  of  favor.  The  march  continued  through  the  entire  day 
and  a  part  of  the  following  night,  with  an  interval  of  three  hours  for 
rest  at  Boonsborough. 

At  12.30  a.  m.  on  Tuesday  the  regiment  bivouacked  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Frederick,  having  accomplished  a  march  of  thirty-three  miles. 
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Boon  after  sunrise  the  regiment  marched  into  the  city,  and  remained 
there  through  the  day. 

At  7  p.  m.  we  left  Frederick  by  rail  and  proceeded  to  Washington, 
arriving  at  6  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning,  June  19.  It  gives  me 
pleasure  to  assure  the  General-in-Chief  of  the  gratification  which  I  feel 
at  the  bearing  and  conduct  of  the  command  during  this  expedition. 
The  fatigues  of  the  way  were  endured  with  fortitude,  and  had  any 
danger  threatened  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  would  have  been  bravely 
met.  As  it  is,  I  cannot  avoid'  the  expression  of  my  satisfaction  that 
the  object  of  the  expedition  in  which  this  regiment  participated  was 
attained  in  safety  and  without  the  loss  of  life.  The  command  is  now 
in  an  effective  condition  for  the  further  service  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  BURNSEDE, 
Colonel,  Comdg.  First  Regiment  Rhode  Island  Volunteers. 


Washington,  June  23, 1861. 

Major  General  BANKS,  Baltimore; 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  16th,  and  have  given  it  due  consideration.  The  experience  of  the 
Department  of  the  operations  of  home-guard  organizations  in  commu- 
nities similar  to  that  of  Baltimore  has  been  such  as  to  lead  to  great 
doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  them.  The  subject  is,  however,  under 
consideration,  and  shall  be  fully  examined  before  an  adverse  determi- 
nation, is  arrived  at. 

In  view  of  the  necessity  of  having  cavalry  at  your  command,  the  forces 
organized  by  Golonel  Ghorman  have  been  accepted  with  the  design  of 
co  operating  with  the  Maryland  regiment,  and  they  will  be  at  once  or- 
dered to  be  mustered  into  service  if  ready.  Your  views  in  regard  to 
making  Baltimore  the  place  for  the  instruction  of  our  new  levies  impress 
me  favorably. 

Yours,  &c, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Washington, 

Washington,  D.  0,  June  23, 1861. 

Brigadier-General  McDowell,  Arlington : 

Your  note  is  received.  The  General-in-Chief  directs  as  follows :  It  is 
his  intention  that  the  Third  Connecticut  Regiment  and  the  Second  New 
York,  Golonel  Tompkins,  shall  be  sent  to  you  this  evening.  It  will  not 
be  convenient  to  send  them  by  steamer,  and  he  directs  that  the  trains, 
which  will  be  thirty  wagons  to  each,  shall  leave  their  camp-ground 
precisely  at  six  o'clock.  These  trains  will  carry  their  knapsacks  also. 
Please  to  designate  where  they  shall  cross  the  river,  and  have  two 
guides  to  each  regiment,  one  for  the  train  and  one  for  the  column,  to 
conduct  them  to  their  respective  encampments.  They  can  be  over  the 
river  before  8  o'clock  p.  m. 

Answer. 

MANSFIELD, 


Digitized  by  Google 


DLJ  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC.  UNION.  717 

U 0H2 BSTOWN j  Ml). j  t^^il%€  *rfi3 j  1  ^5^51  • 

OoL  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.  U.  8.  Army,  Washington  City: 

Colonel  :  Up  to  the  present  instant  I  have  received  from  Capt.  J. 
Newton,  Engineer  Corps,  only  a  report  of  a  part  of  his  reconnaissance 
of  the  Maryland  Heights  and  the  ground  adjacent,  made  in  compliance 
with  the  injunctions  of  the  General-in-Chief.  I  hasten  to  give  the  result 
thus  far,  expecting  to-morrow  evening  to  present  the  whole. 

Captain  Newton  approached  the  heights  from  this  side,  ascending 
over  rough  and  steep  roads  difficult  for  artillery.  The  summit  he  found 
capable  of  defense  of  ample  character  by  about  five  hundred  men.  The 
main  difficulty  to  be  overcome  is  the  supply  of  water;  the  springs,  which 
a  week  since  afforded  an  ample  supply,  have  become  dry.  He  found  no 
water  within  half  a  mile  of  the  position  selected  on  the  heights  for  an 
intrenched  camp.  In  Pleasant  Valley,  on  the  east,  near  the  base  of  the 
mountain,  springs  are  reported  to  abound ;  their  character  will  be  as- 
certained to-morrow.  Water  would  have  to  be  hauled  from  this  valley, 
and  he  reports  the  ascent  very  difficult  In  this  valley  I  propose  to 
place  the  force  sustaining  that  on  the  heights.  The  whole  command,  if 
the  location  prove  favorable,  need  not  exceed  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred men.  That  force  would  render  the  position  safe ;  anything  less 
would  invite  attack. 

The  following  is  what  I  have  to  report  in  relation  to  the  enemy :  De- 
serters from  their  ranks,  some  one  or  more  of  whom  come  in  daily,  all 
agree  in  saying  the  whole  of  the  force  originally  at  Harper's  Ferry 
(said  to  have  been  25,000  men)  is  still  between  Williamsport  and  Win- 
chester, about  8,000  coming  this  way  on  Friday  at  Martinsburg.  The 
remainder  are  distributed  in  a  semicircle,  and  on  the  route  to  Win- 
chester, within  four  hours7  march  of  the  advance.  The  advance  is  ap- 
proaching Falling  Waters  under  the  command  of  General  Jackson,  who 
now  commands  the  whole.  The  force  under  Jackson  controls  the  peo- 
ple of  Berkeley  County,  whom  I  believe  are  sorely  oppressed  and  would 
welcome  our  approach.  That  force  has  become  some  little  encouraged 
from  our  not  advancing,  and  may  soon  annoy  us.  If  so,  f  shall  not 
avoid  the  contest  they  may  invite — indeed,  if  it  meet  the  approval  of 
the  General-in-Chief,  I  would  march  my  whole  force,  as  soon  as  the  bat- 
tery receives  harness,  upon  the  enemy,  and  drive  him  step  by  step  to 
Winchester.  I  believe  this  force  can  in  ten  days  rid  the  adjoining 
portion  of  Virginia  of  its  oppressors.  I  may  be  forced  to  this  course. 
My  fear  is  that  I  may  interfere  with  the  general  plan  of  the  General-in- 
Chief  and  drive  the  enemy  to  the  aid  of  the  main  body.  They  would, 
however,  go  as  fugitives,  to  aid  in  its  demoralization.  My  means  of 
transportation  are  coming  in  rapidly. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

Hagerstmcn,  Md.,  June  24, 1861. 

Col.  Lewis  Wallace,  Commanding,  d-c,  Cumberland,  Md. : 

General  Patterson  orders  you  here,  to  come  by  the  shortest  route,  un- 
less you  have  strong  reasons  against  coming  that  way,  not  anticipated 
by  him. 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
Assistant  Adjutant-QeneraL 
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Hdqbs.  Department  Northeastern  Virginia, 

Arlington,  June  24,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSBND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  Army  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following,  in  answer  to 
your  letter  of  June  21,  in  reference  to  a  column  to  co-operate  from  this 
position  with  a  movement  to  l>e  made  with  a  portion  of  Major-General 
Patterson's  command  "  to  sweep  the  enemy  from  Leesburg  towards 
Alexandria."  For  a  better  understanding  of  what  follows,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  a  map,  which  I  have  had  prepared,  showing  the  posi- 
tion of  our  troops  and  of  that  of  the  enemy  in  front  of  it  There  is 
at  Manassas  Junction  and  the  places  in  its  front  or  immediate  vicinity 
a  force  of  from  23,000  to  25,000  infantry  and  about  2,000  cavalry  and 
a  supply  of  well-provided  artillery.  The  advanced  position  of  this  force 
is  at  Centreville,  German  town,  Fairfax  Court-House,  and  Fairfax  Sta- 
tion, the  numbers  and  proportion  at  each  varying  from  time  to  time. 
How  much  of  a  force  is  beyond  Manassas  Gap,  in  the  valley,  and  could 
be  brought  within  the  operations  here  contemplated,  I  have  no  means 
of  judging.  There  is  nothing  to  hinder  their  coming,  and  unless  they 
are  kept  engaged  by  our  troops  around  Harper's  Ferry,  re-enforcements, 
in  case  of  serious  operations  from  that  section  would  have  to  be  guarded 
against,  as  would  also  those  from  places  to  the  south  of  Manassas,  on 
the  line  of  the  railroad  to  Richmond  or  Lynchburg,  which  would  be 
pressed  forward  whenever  it  should  become  known  we  were  moving 
upon  them  or  they  upon  us  in  any  force. 

I  have  not  learned  that  the  troops  in  our  front  are  fully  provided  with 
transportation,  though  I  am  satisfied  they  are  not  so  deficient  as  we  have 
supposed,  and  not  as  much  so  as  we  are  at  this  time  ourselves,  for  the 
Quartermaster-General,  after  supplying  yesterday  transportation  for 
two  regiments  to  move  each  about  six  miles,  had  but  three  horses  left. 

We  have  in  this  department,  good,  bad,  and  indifferent,  twenty  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  giving  au  aggregate  of  less  than  14,000 ;  four  com- 
panies of  cavalry,  giving  about  250 :  one  battery  of  regular  artillery  of 
six  rifled  guns;  one  battery  of  volunteer  artillery,  smooth  bores — an 
excellent  company,  but  not  accustomed  to  their  guns,  and  hardly  fit  for 
service  in  the  field.  There  are  three  companies  of  regular  artillery,  but 
they  are  in  the  earthworks,  and  not  available  for  field  service.  The 
General-in-Chief  was  pleased  to  say  he  wished  I  would  fight  this  project 
of  a  combined  movement  to  sweep  away  the  enemy  from  Leesburg  to- 
wards Alexandria  with  him  step  by  step.  I  take  advantage  of  this 
permission,  if,  indeed,  I  do  not  obey  a  command,  to  say  that  it  seems 
to  me  the  distance  between  General  Patterson's  force  and  this  one  is  so 
great,  and  the  line  of  march  each  has  to  take  is  such  (a  flank  exposed), 
that,  in  my  view,  the  force  to  move  from  each  position  should  be  consti- 
tuted without  reference  to  material  support  from  the  other.  I  am 
thought  by  those  for  whose  judgment  I  have  great  respect,  and  who 
have  been  on  the  ground,  to  hazard  something  in  having  my  advanced 
position  so  near  Falls  Church,  when  it  is  thrown  forward  from  the  right 
of  the  line,  Fort  Corcoran,  and  there  are  means  of  re-enforcing  it 
promptly  by  the  Georgetown  turnpike  and  the  railroad  to  Alexandria. 

What  would  be  our  position  if  a  movement  is  made  to  the  right,  at 
this  t lie  right  bank  of  the  Potomac,  towards  Leesburg  ?  In  the  first 
place,  as  we  are  for  any  such  purpose  without  means  of  wagon  trans- 
portation, we  should  be  obliged  to  repair  and  use  the  railroad  j  but 
whether  this  was  done  or  not,  we  should  march  with  the  left  flank  of 
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the  column  exposed  to  attack  from  their  advanced  positions,  and  on 
getting  as  far  to  the  right  as  Vienna,  have  our  line  exposed  to  interrup- 
tion, for  Vienna  is  nearer  to  the  enemy  than  it  is  to  Falls  Church  or  the 
camps  on  the  Georgetown  road. 

To  go  farther  to  the  right  could  not  safely  be  done,  even  by  a  force 
superior  to  that  ,  the  enemy  can  bring  against  us.  I  think  a  glance  at 
the  map  will  show  this.  Any  reverse  happening  to  this  raw  force, 
pushed  farther  along,  with  the  enemy  on  the  flank  and  rear  and  an 
impassable  river  on  the  right,  would  be  fatal.  I  do  not  think,  there- 
fore, it  safe  to  risk  anything  from  this  position  in  the  direction  of  Lees- 
burg  farther  than  Vienna,  seven  miles  by  the  Leesburg  turnpike  from 
Falls  Church,  and  even  to  go  there  the  force  should  be  large.  Vienna 
could  be  supplied  or  re-enforced — 

1st.  By  the  Leesburg  road  from  Falls  Church. 

2d.  By  the  railroad  from  Alexandria. 

3d.  By  the  dirt  road  from  Ball's  Cross-Roads. 

The  first  two  are  liable  to  interruption  unless  strongly  guarded,  and 
the  third  is  an  indifferent  road  and  a  long  one.  The  force,  then,  to  go 
as  far  as  Vienna  should  be  large  enough  to  hold  the  position  for  several 
hours,  and  should  be  well  supplied  with  artillery  and  cavalry  and 
strengthened  by  such  defenses  as  could  be  readily  thrown  up.  Vienna 
being  held  in  force,  and  offensively,  would  cover  the  country  from  the 
Difficult  Creek  well  towards  Goose  Creek  from  any  force  of  the  enemy 
operating  from  Manassas  Junction  or  its  dependencies,  and  I  have  never 
heard  of  there  being  over  500  men,  mostly  local  troops,  at  Leesburg. 
As  it  would  be  constantly  liable  to  be  attacked  by  all  the  available 
force  of  the  enemy  and  is  only  a  few  hours'  march  from  him,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  have  strong  reserves  ready  at  either  Falls  Church  or  the 
camp  of  the  Ohio  brigade. 

The  force  sufficient  to  hold  Vienna  cannot  well  be  stated,  because  of 
the  changes  which  are  taking  place  in  front  of  us.  I  do  not  think  it 
prudent  to  go  there  with  less  than  8,000  infantry,  a  battery  of  field 
regular  rifled  artillery,  with  some  guns  in  position,  and  six  companies 
of  cavalry,  and  the  line  from  Fort  Corcoran  to  General  Tyler  to  be  held 
as  strong  as  at  present,  and  a  reserve  on  that  line  of  3,000  men;  some 
of  the  force  to  be  organized  into  small  field  brigades,  as  heretofore  pro- 
posed, under  regular  colonels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ibvin  Mcdowell, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  Northeastern  Virginia, 

Arlington,  June*  — ,  1861. 

Lieut  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Headquarters  of  the  Army: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  plan  of  opera- 
tions, and  the  composition  of  the  force  required  to  carry  it  into  effect, 
in  compliance  with  the  verbal  instructions  of  the  General-in-Chief: 
The  secession  forces  at  Manassas  Junction  and  its  dependencies  are 
J  to  amount  at  this  time  to— 


Infantry   23,000 

Cavalry   1,600 

Artillery   600 

  86,000 

•About  June  84,  18611 
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We  cannot  count  on  keeping  secret  our  intention  to  overthrow  this 
force.  Even  if  the  many  parties  intrusted  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
plan  should  not  disclose  or  discover  it,  the  necessary  preliminary  meas- 
ures for  Buch  an  expedition  would  betray  it ;  and  they  are  alive  and 
well  informed  as  to  every  movement,  however  slight,  we  make.  They 
have,  moreover,  been  expecting  us  to  attack  their  position,  and  have 
been  preparing  for  it  When  it  becomes  known  positively  we  are  about 
to  march,  and  they  learn  in  what  strength,  they  will  be  obliged  to  call 
in  their  disposable  forces  from  all  quarters,  for  they  will  not  be  able,  if 
closely  pressed,  to  get  away  by  railroad  before  we  can  reach  them.  If 
General  J.  B.  Johnston's  force  is  kept  engaged  by  Major-General  Pat- 
terson, and  Major-General  Butler  occupies  the  force  now  in  his  vicinity, 
I  think  they  will  not  be  able  to  bring  up  more  than  ten  thousand  men. 
So  we  must  calculate  on  having  to  do  with  about  thirty-five  thousand 
men. 

The  objective  point  in  our  plan  is  the  Manassas  Junction.  This  is 
covered  by  the  enemy's  troops  stationed  at  Centreville,  Germantown, 
Fairfax  Court- House,  Fairfax  Station,  a  place  between  Fairfax  Station 
and  Sangster's,  and  on  the  Occoquan.  The  position  at  Manassas  may 
be  reached  by  four  routes :  First,  by  the  Leesburg  stone  road,  George- 
town turnpike,  and  Loudoun  and  Hampshire  Railroad,  via  Falls  Church 
and  Vienna ;  second,  by  way  of  the  Little  River  turnpike  and  Fairfax 
Court- House ;  third,  by  way  of  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad  : 
fourth,  by  way  of  the  road  south  of  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  road. 

^here  is  a  fifth  approach,  from  Dumfries  or  Bvansport,  by  way  of 
Brentsville,  a  march  of  about  twenty-two  miles,  but  the  starting  point 
is  too  far  from  the  main  direct  approach  to  admit  of  its  being  used  in 
the  first  instance  without  a  superabundance  of  force.  The  country 
lying  between  the  two  armies  is  mostly  thickly  wooded,  and  the  roads 
leading  across  it,  except  the  turnpikes  and  railroads,  are  narrow,  and 
in  places  sunken  by  the  wear  of  travel  and  wash  of  rains.  This  makes 
it  necessary  to  have  the  fewest  possible  number  of  carriages  of  any 
kind,  and  our  forces,  therefore,  though  the  distance  is  short,  will  have 
to  move  over  several  lines  of  approach  in  order  to  get  forward  in  time  a 
sufficient  body  to  operate  with  success.  The  Loudoun  and  Hampshire 
road  is  in  working  order  as  far  as  within  five  miles  of  Vienna,  and  no 
doubt  could  soon  be  repaired  to  that  place.  The  Orange  and  Alexan- 
dria road,  which  I  propose  to  look  to  as  the  main  channel  of  supply,  is 
now  in  working  order  some  seven  miles  out  of  Alexandria,  and  from 
Manassas  Junction  to  within  fifteen  miles  of  Alexandria.  In  the  inter- 
mediate space  the  road  has  been  destroyed  as  effectively  as  possible, 
and  a  long  deep  cut  filled  in  with  trees  and  earth.  Nevertheless,  all 
these  obstacles  can  soon  be  removed  with  plenty  of  force  and  an  ade- 
quate supply  of  proper  materials. 

Leaving  small  garrisons  in  the  defensive  works,  I  propose  to  move 
against  Manassas  with  a  force  of  thirty  thousand  of  all  arms,  organized 
into  three  columns,  with  a  reserve  of  ten  thousand.  One  column  to 
move  from  Falls  Church  or  Vienna  (preferably  the  latter),  to  go  between 
Fairfax  Oourt-House  and  Centreville,  and,  in  connection  with  another 
column  moving  by  the  Little  River  turnpike,  cut  off  or  drive  in  (the 
former,  if  possible)  the  enemy's  advanced  posts.  The  third  column  to 
move  oy  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad,  and  leaving  as  large  a 
force  as  may  be  necessary  to  aid  in  rebuilding  it,  to  push  on  with  the 
remainder  to  join  the  first  and  second  columns. 

The  enemy  is  said  to  have  batteries  in  position  at  several  places  in 
his  front,  and  defensive  works  on  Bull  Run  and  Manassas  Junction.  I 
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do  not  propose  that  these  batteries  be  attacked,  for  I  think  they  may 
all  be  tnrned.  Bull  Bun,  I  am  told,  is  fordable  at  almost  any  place. 
After  uniting  the  columns  this  side  of  it,  I  propose  to  attack  the 
main  position  by  turning  it,  if  possible,  so  as  to  cut  off  communications 
by  rail  with  the  South,  or  threaten  to  do  so  sufficiently  to  force  the 
enemy  to  leave  his  in  trench  me  nta  to  guard  them ;  if  necessary,  and  I 
End  it  can  be  done  with  safety,  to  move  a  force  as  far  as  Bristoe,  to 
destroy  the  bridge  at  that  place. 

I  cannot  learn  that  the  enemy  has  any  magazines  at  the  Junction,  and 
I  am  under  the  impression  he  receives  his  supplies,  except  fresh  beef, 
from  the  south  by  the  railroad.  I  am  told  that  on  most  of  the  ap- 
proaches abatis  have  been  made  and  other  preparations  to  obstruct  the 
advance  of  our  troops,  and,  as  the  roads  are  mostly  through  woods,  and 
are  narrow,  it  will  be  necessary  the  Army  should  go,  in  the  first  place, 
as  free  from  baggage  as  possible — no  tents  ;  provisions  only  in  the  hav- 
ersack; the  only  wagons  being  those  necessary  for  carrying  axes, 
spades,  and  picks,  and  ammunition  for  the  infantry,  and  ambulances  for 
the  sick  and  wounded.  A  subsistence  train  should  be  ready  in  Alex- 
andria to  go  by  the  Little  River  turnpike  in  case  the  Orange  and  Alex- 
andria road  cannot  be  repaired,  and  another  should  be  ready  at  Vienna, 
under  the  guard  to  be  left  there,  for  the  use  of  the  column  moving  from 
that  point,  in  case  it  should  fail  to  reach  in  time  the  Orange  and  Alex- 
andria road  or  the  Little  River  turnpike,  or  the  latter  should  not  in  time 
be  cleared  of  the  enemy. 

Believing  the  chances  are  greatly  in  fhvor  of  the  enemy's  accepting 
battle  between  this  and  the  Junction,  and  that  the  consequences  of  that 
battle  will  be  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  country,  as  establishing 
the  prestige  in  this  contest  on  the  one  side  or  the  other— the  more  so 
as  the  two  sections  will  be  fairly  represented  by  regiments  from  almost 
every  State— I  think  it  of  great  consequence  that,  as  for  the  most  part 
our  regiments  are  exceedingly  raw  and  the  best  of  them,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, not  over  steady  in  line,  they  be  organized  into  as  many  small 
fixed  brigades  as  the  number  of  regular  colonels  will  admit,  these  colo- 
nels commanding  brigades  to  be  assisted  by  as  many  regular  officers 
as  can  be  collected  for  the  purpose,  so  that  the  men  may  have  as  fair  a 
chance  as  the  nature  of  things  and  the  comparative  inexperience  of  most 
will  allow. 

If  the  three  companies  of  artillery  in  this  department  are  furnished 
with  batteries,  we  shall  have  with  the  three  regular  and  three  volunteer 
batteries  here  and  in  Washington  a  sufficiency  of  artillery;  though,  if 
the  nature  of  the  country  did  not  make  it  embarrassing.  I  would,  on  ac- 
count of  the  confidence  it  gives  new  troops,  have  still  more.  Fortu- 
nately, the  country  is  so  wooded  that  our  deficiency  in  cavalry  will  be 
the  less  felt.  We  shall  need  all  we  have  for  the  ordinary  work  of  escorts, 
advance  pickets,  &c  I  think  every  arrangement  should  be  made,  that 
when  the  columns  take  up  their  line  of  march  no  step  be  taken  in  retreat, 
but  that  they  should  press  forward  to  the  ultimate  point  steadily  and 
determinedly.  If  they  are  well  led  I  think  they  will  do  so,  and  with 
every  chance  of  success. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

irvln  Mcdowell, 

46  R  R — VOL  n 
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(Memorandum  for  General  Boot*.] 

Hdqrs.  Department  Northeastern  Virginia, 

Arlington,  June  25, 186L 

Lieut  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

A$8t  Adjt.  Gen.,  Headquarters  of  Army: 

Statement  of  Mr.  J  n,  a  man  on  whom  I  rely: 

Arrived  at  Fairfax  Court- House  Thursday,  20th  instant;  found  there 
Prince  William  company  and  the  Rappahannock — about  sixty-five  in 
each  company.  Friday  morning  these  companies  went  to  Fairfax  Sta- 
tion, leaving  nobody  in  the  town.  Friday  night  the  South  Carolina 
regiments  began  to  come,  and  Saturday  night  it  was  said  there  were 
three  regiments  at  the  Court-House  and  another  coming;  saw  the  three 
himself — amounting  to  about  3,000  men.  Started  for  the  Junction 
about  8.30 :  went  by  Germantown  and  Centreville.  At  German  town 
saw  Gregg's  South  Carolina  regiment — about  1,000.  The  road  between 
Fairfax  and  Centreville  much  obstructed  about  one  mile  before  you  get 
to  the  Bald  Hill,  where  there  are  five  cannon  planted. 

At  Centreville,  Bonham,  of  South  Carolina,  was  in  command.  He 
had  other  troops  besides  his  own  regiment  and  the  artillery.  At  Bull 
Bun  there  was  an  entrenchment  on  the  right  bank— four  guns.  Two  regi- 
ments of  South  Carolinians  stationed  there;  they  had  been  there  but  a 
short  time.  Bull  Bun  Crossing  is  five  miles  from  Centreville  and  two 
from  Manassas  Junction.  Arrived  at  Manassas  Junction  at  10  o'clock 
a.  m. ;  saw  General  Beauregard:  staid  until  3  p.  m. :  returned  the 
same  way  he  went.  On  reaching  Bull  Bun,  found  the  South  Carolina 
regiments  had  struck  their  tents,  had  their  wagons  packed,  and  were 
moving  in  the  direction  of  Centreville  and  Fairfax  Court-House,  taking 
their  four  cannon  with  them,  occupying  the  road  for  about  two  miles. 
Had  a  difficulty  in  passing  the  column.  The  colonel  asked  if  he  had  a 
pass;  showed  him  one  from  General  Beauregard;  was  then  allowed  to 
pass.  He  was  cautioned  by  the  colonel  not  to  speak  of  movements  of 
troops  even  to  their  own  men.  These  regiments  did  not  come  to  the 
Court-House.  At  Centreville  things  were  not  as  they  were  when  he 
went  through  first.  At  Germantown  found  Gregg's  regiment  had 
broken  up  its  camp  and  moved  to  the  Court-House,  and  was  encamped 
near  the  Little  Biver  turnpike,  about  one-quarter  mile  from  the  Court- 
House.  Learned  that  Gregg's  place  at  Germantown  had  been  supplied 
by  another  regiment  or  regiments,  and  supposes  it  may  have  been  by 
those  he  passed  at  Bull  Bun  and  those  which  were  on  the  march  to 
the  front 

At  Fairfax  Station  there  were  about  800  men— Virginians.  The 
South  Carolina  regiments  were  all  (except  one — Spratt's)  about  1,000 
men  each.  Forty  of  Gregg's  regiment  had  the  measles.  The  two  regi- 
ments on  the  march  from  Bull  Bun  had  about  fifty  wagons  for  their 
baggage  and  supplies,  old  road  and  farmers'  wagons,  five  to  six  horses 
each.  Wagons  well  crammed  up  to  the  bows.  The  South  Carolina 
regiments  were  the  best  armed  and  equipped  and  in  high  spirits, "  freez- 
ing for  a  fight,"  being  much  elated  by  the  Vienna  affair.  Negroes  with 
them  as  servants.  Cavalry,  estimated,  all  told,  1,600  ;  500  Louisianians 
and  1,000  Virginians:  mounted  so-so  as  to  Virginians:  those  from  Lou- 
isiana good.  Virginia  cavalry  armed  irregularly  with  double-barreled 
shot-guns,  pistols,  fowling-pieces,  some  carbines,  and  sabers.  Horse 
furniture  indifferent,  made  up  of  odds  and  ends.  Louisiana  cavalry 
better  in  all  respects — men,  horses,  arms,  and  equipments.  The  total  at 
the  Junction  and  the  places  this  side  he  estimated  at  20,000,  all  told. 
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There  are  twenty  Kentucky  well-mounted  guerrillas.  Five  of  them 
took  the  Connecticut  man  prisoner.  The  Connecticut  man  seemed  well 
pleased  with  being  a  prisoner.  Subsistence,  chiefly  ship  biscuit  and 
fresh  beef.  Crops— wheat  very  fine ;  grass,  corn,  and  oats  indifferent 
They  seemed  to  be  expecting  an  attack  from  us.  Saw  no  guns  at  Ger- 
mantown.  Saw  five  guns  harnessed  at  Court- House,  Saw  five  guns 
at  Centre ville.  Saw  four  guns  at  Bull  Bun. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

IRVIN  MCDOWELL, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Washington,  June  25, 1861. 

Hon.  John  S.  Carlilr,  Wheeling,  Va,: 

Sib  :  As  the  President  has  now  been  appealed  to  by  his  excellency 
Governor  Peirpoint  to  aid  in  repelling  the  Southern  marauders  and 
their  confederates  from  Virginia,  you  are  requested  to  take  your  in- 
structions from  him  in  organizing  forces  in  Virginia  for  that  purpose, 
and  the  company  and  field  officers  of  the  troops  now  or  hereafter  to  be 
organized  will  be  commissioned  by  him. 

Allow  me  to  tender  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  patriotism,  intre- 
pidity, and  intelligence  which  have  characterized  your  intercourse  with 
this  Department  in  the  trying  times  during  which  you  have  aided  its 
efforts. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SIMON  CAMERON 

Secretary  of  War. 


Washington,  June  26, 1861. 

Hon.  Francis  H.  Peirpoint, 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  Wheeling : 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  application  of  the  21st  instant  for  the  aid  ot 
the  Federal  Government  to  repel  from  Virginia  the  lawless  invaders 
now  perpetrating  every  species  of  outrage  upon  persons  and  property 
throughout  a  large  portion  of  the  State,  the  President  directs  me  to  say 
that  a  large  additional  force  will  soon  be  sent  to  your  relief.  The  full 
extent  of  the  conspiracy  against  popular  rights  which  has  culminated 
in  the  atrocities  to  which  you  refer  was  not  known  when  its  first  out- 
break took  place  at  Charleston.  It  now  appears  that  it  was  matured 
for  many  years  by  secret  organizations  throughout  the  country,  espe- 
cially in  the  slave  States.  By  this  means,  when  the  President  called 
upon  Virginia  in  April  for  its  quota  of  troops,  then  deemed  necessary 
to  put  it  down  in  the  States  in  which  it  had  shown  itself  in  arms,  the 
call  was  responded  to  by  an  order  from  the  chief  confederate  in  Vir- 
ginia to  his  armed  followers  to  seize  the  navy-yard  at  Gosport,  and  the 
authorities  of  the  State,  who  had  till  then  shown  repugnance  to  the 
plot,  found  themselves  stripped  of  all  actual  power,  and  afterwards  were 
manifestly -permitted  to  retain  the  empty  forms  of  office  only  because 
they  consented  to  use  them  at  the  bidding  of  the  invaders. 

The  President,  however,  never  supposed  that  a  brave  and  free  people, 
though  surprised  and  unarmed,  could  long  be  subjugated  by  a  class  of 
political  adventurers  always  adverse  to  them,  and  the  fact  that  they 
have  already  rallied,  reorganized  their  government,  and  checked  the 
march  of  these  invaaers  demonstrates  how  justly  he  appreciated  them. 
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The  failure  hitherto  of  the  State  authorities,  in  consequence  of  the  cir- 
cumstances to  which  I  have  adverted,  to  organize  its  quota  of  troops 
called  for  by  the  President,  imposed  upon  him  the  necessity  of  providing 
himself  for  their  organization,  aud  this  has  been  done  to  some  extent ; 
but  instructions  have  now  been  given  to  the  agent  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment to  proceed  hereafter  under  your  directions,  and  the  company 
and  field  officers  will  be  commissioned  by  you. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Washington,  June  25, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Department  of  Annapolis,  Fort  McHenry,  McL : 

Sib  :  The  General-in-Chief  has  heard  that  on  several  occasions,  when 
troops  have  arrived  in  Baltimore  from  the  North,  the  police  and  others 
have  interfered  to  prevent  friendly  persons  from  furnishing  them  with 
water  at  the  depot  Two  worthy  Quakers,  named  William  Robinson 
and  James  D.  Graham,  have,  it  seems,  been  threatened  with  violence 
for  no  other  cause  than  this.  The  General  asks  your  attention  to  this 
matter,  and  suggests  that  by  having  a  detachment  of  your  troops  at  the 
depot  at  the  proper  time  the  regiments  arriving  might  be  duly  supplied 
with  water. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General 


Headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Hagerstown,  Md.f  June  25, 1861. 

His  Excellency  A.  G.  Curtin; 

Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  Harrisburg,  Pa. : 

Governor  :  As  in  the  course  of  the  military  operations  of  the  com- 
mand now  in  this  department  this  force  may  be  withdrawn  from  this 
vicinity  and  that  of  Frederick  and  Cumberland,  leaving  the  frontier  of 
Pennsylvania  unprotected,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  notify  you,  that  you 
may  take  such  steps  as  may  appear  to  you  proper  to  be  prepared  to 
defend  your  State  from  encroachment  should  the  offensive  be  assumed 
by  the  insurgents.  As  you  now  have  a  considerable  force  of  reserve 
troops,  which  at  any  moment  the  General  Government  might  wish  to 
use  for  common  defense,  I  trust  you  will  pardon  me  for  suggesting  that 
they  be  posted  at  points  on  the  frontier  of  Pennsylvania  which  to  my 
mind  are  the  most  exposed,  and  from  which  at  any  moment,  if  the  Gov- 
ernment desired  their  services,  they  could  be  pushed  as  Federal  troops 
into  this  State,  or  sent  by  rail  to  other  threatened  parts  of  our  country. 
The  places  of  importance  in  a  military  point  of  view  are  Bedford,  Cham- 
bersburg,  Hanover  or  Gettysburg,  and  York.  State  troops  at  these 
points  would  sustain  U.  S.  forces  in  Maryland,  and  check,  in  case  of  their 
being  withdrawn,  encroachments  from  Virginia.  York  has  the  addi- 
tional advantage  of  supporting  Hanover,  and  of  being  on  an  easy  line  of 
communication  with  Washington.  At  all  of  them  a  Federal  officer, 
authorized  by  the  Government,  can  speedily  turn  the  State  into  Federal 
troops,  and  throw  them  where  they  may  be  required. 
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I  respectfully  present  this  subject  to  your  consideration,  trusting  my 
views  may  meet  your  approbation,  and  be  found  to  coincide  with  State 
policy  in  authorizing  a  reserve  of  State  troops. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


R.  PATTERSON, 
Major- General,  Commanding, 


Washington,  June  26, 1861. 

Major-General  Patterson  : 

Sib  :  I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  22d  and  23d  instant 
As  the  enemy  on  breaking  up  at  Harper's  Ferry  did  not  abandon  that 
district  of  country,  but  still  continues  in  force  between  Winchester  and 
the  Potomac,  observing  that  river  from  Harper's  Ferry  to  Willi  amsport, 
I  deem  it  best  that  you  should  with  your  column  remain  in  his  front 
and  if,  as  is  supposed,  with  superior  or  equal  numbers,  that  you  should 
cross  the  river  and  offer  him  battle ;  but  if  the  enemy  should  retire  upon 
his  resources  at  Winchester  it  is  not  enjoined  that  you  should  pursue 
him  to  that  distance  from  your  base  of  operations  without  a  well-grounded 
confidence  in  your  continued  superiority. 

A  secondary  object  to  which  your  attention  is  invited  is  a  combined 
operation  upon  Leesburg  between  a  portion  of  your  troops  and  the 
column  of  Colonel  Stone,  at  and  (possibly)  above  the  Point  of  Bocks,  in 
order  to  occupy  and  to  hold  that  village,  the  center  of  a  wealthy  district, 
abounding  in  friends  of  the  Union.  As  I  write  I  learn  from  Colonel 
Stone  that  the  enemy  has  just  re-enforced  Leesburg  up  to  about  1,600 
men,  and  may  increase  that  number.  Inquire. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Washington,  June  25, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  R.  Patterson, 

Hagerstown,  Jtfd.,  via  HarrUburg  and  Chambersburg,  Pa.: 

I  wrote  by  mail  in  substance.  Remain  in  front  of  the  enemy  while  he 
continues  in  force  between  Winchester  and  the  Potomac  If  you  are  in 
superior  or  equal  force,  you  may  cross  and  offer  him  battle.  If  the  enemy 
should  retire  upon  his  resources  at  Winchester,  it  is  not  enjoined  that 
you  should  pursue  him  to  that  distance  from  your  base  of  operations 
without  a  well-grounded  confidence  in  your  continued  superiority. 
Your  attention  is  invited  to  a  secondary  object— a  combined  operation 
on  Leesburg  between  a  portion  of  your  troops  and  the  column  of  Colonel 
Stone,  at  and  probably  above  Point  of  Rocks,  to  hold  that  village.  The 
enemy  has  re-enforced  Leesburg  to  1,600  men,  and  may  increase  the 

number.  Inquire.   

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Hagerstown,  June  25, 1861. 

Colonel  Town  send,  Headquarters  Army  t 

Restrained  by  an  order  from  General  McClellan  (as  he  says  a  sharp 
reprimand  for  attempting  to  move),  Wallace  remains  in  Cumberland  to 
await  the  result  of  some  of  General  McClelland  movements.  He  asks 
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for  orders ;  reports  six  days'  provisions  on  hand :  ready  to  move,  and  no 
enemy  near.  A  sustaining  force  of  Pennsylvania  troops  is  at  Bedford. 
If  I  bring  him  here  shall  I  interfere  with  plans  of  operations  westward 

of  which  I  am  not  informed  f   

B.  PATTEBSON. 


.  Patterson. 

Hagerxtoicn,  via  Chamber  aburg  and  Harriaburg: 

Your  telegram  of  26th  received.  Let  Colonel  Wallace  remain  at  Cum- 
berland until  further  orders.   

W INFIELD  SCOTT. 


Haoerstown,  June  26,  1861. 

[General  MoC all  :] 

My  Dear  General  :  If  I  can  get  permission  to  go  over  into  Virginia, 
I  intend  to  cross  the  river  and  offer  battle  to  the  insurgents.  As  the 
regulars  and  Bhode  Island  regiment  and  the  battery  have  been  taken 
from  me,  I  will  require  all  the  force  now  here,  and  must  leave  the  Penn- 

Slvania  line  unguarded.  Please  inform  me  now  many  men  you  could 
row  forward  aud  how  soon. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours,   ™™ 

B.  PATTERSON. 


June  26, 1861. 

Abttract  from  nhm  of  tk*  DevartrMnt  of  Nortkeeutern  Virginia,  oommanded  by  Brigadier- 


h 

j! 

HeinUelmao's  brigade . . . 

102 
182 
118 
127 
100 
72 
10 

8,680 
2,474 
2,058 
2, 153 
2,048 
1.858 

187 
125 
118 
130 
100 
78 
18 

8,855 
2,578 
2,219 
2,242 
2,143 
1,558 

218 
152 
128 
187 
112 
87 
10 

4,204 
2,912 
2,544 
2,296 
2,202 
1,608 

4,422 
3,004 
2,6TB 
2,433 
2,314 
1,086 
28 

o 

Tylar'i  brigade  

Troop*  not  brigaded  

Toteb  

0 

704 

18,000 

778 

14,500 

845 

15,760 

10,611 

12 

Not*.— Of  the  twenty  regiment*  embraced  in  above  return,  aeventeen  were  three  months*  troope. 


Geapton,  June  27, 1861. 

General  Winfield  Scott  : 

General  McOall  has  ordered  two  Pennsylvania  regiments  to  a  position 
in  Pennsylvania  near  Cumberland.    Wallace  had  a  very  handsome 
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skirmish  near  there  yesterday,  killing  seventeen.  Parties  threaten 
Piedmont  I  suggest  that  one  of  McCalTs  regiments  occupy  Piedmont 
at  once,  to  protect  Union,  aud  the  other  re-enforce  Wallace.  I  cannot 
spare  tne  force  just  at  present.  It  would  produce  excellent  effect,  and 
is  really  important  If  rumors  are  true,  I  have  sharp  work  before  me. 
Information  vague. 

GEO.  B.  MoCLELLAN, 


Washington,  June  27, 1861. 

Major-General  PATTERSON,  U.  8.  A., 

Commanding,  etc,  Hagerstown,  Md. : 

I  have  your  telegram  of  this  date  about  a  prisoner,  but  no  acknowl- 
edgment of  mine  of  the  25th,  and  letter  of  the  same  date.  Under  the 
latter  1  had  expected  your  crossing  the  river  to-day  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy.   You  needed  no  special  authority  for  sending  prisoners  to  Fort 

McHenry.   

WOTPIELD  SOOTT. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Hagerstown,  Md.,  June  27, 1801. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  Oadwalader, 

Commanding,  Williamsport,  Md. : 

General:  The  commanding-general  desires  information  of  the  loca- 
tion of  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  To  aid  in  obtaining 
it  he  sends  Captain  Simpson  to  you,  and  for  the  same  purpose  author- 
izes you  to  retain  Captain  Newton.  This  information  is  to  determine 
the  importance  of  crossing  the  river  and  offering  battle  or  the  possi- 
bility of  cutting  off  any  considerable  body  of  their  army.  He  purposes, 
with  a  part  or  all  of  his  available  force,  to  cross  the  river  east  of  Falling 
Waters  and  to  rout  such  portions  of  the  enemy  as  may  be  near  the  point 
of  crossing;  to  attack  the  force  stationed  near  the  junction  of  the  Shep- 
herdstown  road  with  that  from  Williamsport  to  Martin sburg;  to  turn 
upon  the  enemy  stationed  on  the  Neck,  and  recross  at  the  ford  near 
Williamsport  Though  wishing  specially  the  character  and  number  of 
the  fords  east  of  Williamsport,  the  same  information  of  those  west  is 
important,  in  order  to  make  a  diversion,  and  perhaps  his  main  attack 
on  that  side. 

Lest  a  reconnaissance  should  draw  the  enemy  in  force  from  Bunker 
Hill  in  time  to  strengthen  the  body  between  this  and  Marti nsburg,  the 
general  desires  the  information  obtained  as  secretly  as  possible,  employ- 
ing spies  to  go  into  Virginia  and  testing  the  fords  at  night  by  intelli- 
gent persons,  swimming,  &c.  He  designs  to  cross  with  a  force  which 
will  render  success  certain.  Other  information  may  be  obtained  in 
seeking  for  that  desired,  which  may  tend  to  change  this  plan  or  to  ma- 
ture it,  and  therefore  the  general  desires  the  officers  not  to  confine 
themselves  to  this.  As  soon  as  possible,  after  sufficient  information  is 
obtained,  the  general  wishes  Captains  Newton  and  Simpson  to  report 
to  him.  He  only  awaits  the  arrival  of  harness  for  Perkins'  battery  and 
this  information  to  act. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

F.  J.  PORTER, 
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Grafton,  June  28, 1861. 

Lieut.  Gen.  Wenfield  Soott,  Washington: 

From  information  received  to-day,  I  renew  request  that  two  Pennsyl- 
vania State  regiments,  now  near  Cumberland,  be  directed  on  Cumber- 
land and  Piedmont.  If  possible,  some  guns  and  cavalry.  If  Piedmont 
unprotected,  almost  certain  town  will  be  ruined  by  rebels  and  railway 
destroyed.  I  cannot  now  spare  necessary  force.  Hie  movement  will 
materially  strengthen  my  base  operations.  Learn  reliably  that  rebels 
destroyed  all  bridges  except  two  between  Harper's  Ferry  and  Cumber- 
land. If  possible,  will  do  same  up  to  Cheat  River.  Forty-five  er 
and  over  four  hundred  cars  destroyed  at  Martinsburg. 

GEO.  B.  McCLBLLAN, 


Headquarters  First  Division, 
WiUiameport,  June  28,  1861—8  p.  m. 

CoL  F.  J.  Porter, 

Asst.  Aajt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  Dep>t  of  Pa.,  Hagerstoton,  Md\: 

Colonel  i  I  have  just  received  the  inclosed  letter  from  General  Neg- 
ley,  saying  that  he  is  informed  the  enemy  are  preparing  to  cross  the 
river  at  Harper's  Ferry.  I  have  no  reason  for  doubting  the  fact,  other 
than  I  think  their  main  force  is  near  Bunker  Hill,  say  7,000  or  8,000  men, 
and  the  remainder,  with  perhaps  the  greater  part  of  the  artillery  and 
cavalry,  south  of  Falling  Waters,  say  perhaps  5,000  men.  The  artillery, 
said  to  be  seventeen  6- pounders,  are  rifled  brass  pieces,  as  is  said  by  an 
intelligent  deserter  here  and  confirmed  by  one  other  source.  I  have 
written  to  General  Negley  to  say  I  will  support  him  at  once  on  hearing 
that  the  enemy  have  actually  crossed  the  river. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CADWALADER, 
Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Brigade, 

Camp  Newton,  Md.,  June  28, 1861. 

Col.  F.  J.  Porter  : 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  this  moment  reliably  informed  that  the  enemy  are 
preparing  to  cross  the  river  at  Harper's  Ferry.  They  moved  a  force 
from  the  Ferry  this  morning  (3  a,  m.)  towards  Shepherds  town.  This 
force  was  replaced  about  9  o'clock  a.  m.  They  were  engaged  during  the 
morning  loading  some  army  stores  at  the  railroad.  The  second  messen- 
ger informed  me  as  above. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

JAMES  S.  NEGLEY, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

I  have  sent  a  squad  of  dragoons  to  Harper's  Ferry  for  further  in- 
formation  • 

[Indorsement-] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Hagerstovm,  Md.,  June  28, 1861. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Army.  The  enemy 
have  collected  in  large  numbers  on  the  Virginia  side  of  the  Potomac 
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The  crossing  at  or  near  Harper's  Ferry  was  to  secure  a  large  quantity 
of  provisions  seized  by  the  force  at  Frederick,  and  to  hold  that  place  of 
entry  for  provisions. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

Hagerstotcn,  Md.,  June  28,  186L 

Col.  J.  J.  Abercrombie, 

Seventh  Infantry,  Commanding  Sixth  Brigade  : 

Sir  s  The  commanding  general  directs  yon  to  march  as  early  as  prac- 
ticable to  morrow  morning  with  two  regiments  of  your  brigade,  and  en- 
camp near  the  First  Brigade  at  Downsville.  The  third  regiment  will 
be  left  as  guard  to  the  store-houses,  hospitals,  &c,  in  town.  A  guard  of 
one  officer  and  twenty -five  men  will  be  sent  to  guard  the  property,  funds, 
&c.  in  this  building  pertaining  to  the  staff  departments.  Captain  Mc- 
Mullen  is  directed  to  report  to  you  with  his  company  to  march  at  the 


I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F  J.  POBTEB, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General 


Haoerstown,  June  28, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend  : 

Telegrams  of  25th  and  27th  received.  The  enemy  being  superior 
in  number,  15,000,  with  twenty-two  guns,  and  having  just  assumed  a 
threatening  attitude  and  location,  I  would  not  be  warranted  under  the 
orders  of  the  General-in-Chief  in  crossing  the  river  with  my  single  bat- 
ant  of  harm 


tery,  raw  and  immovable  for  want  of  harness.  Send  me  the 
Island  regiment  and  battery,  or  onp  or  more  batteries  in  condition  for 
service,  and  I  will  cross  on  their  arrival.  If  you  will  send  regulars  it 
will  add  to  the  obligation.  Unless  the  force  in  front  is  dispersed  or 
driven  back,  I  cannot  well  carry  out  the  judicious  suggestion  of  moving 

B.  PATTEBSON, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Haoerstown,  Md.,  June  28, 1861. 

CoL  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  TJ.  8.  Army,  Washington,  D.  0. : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  telegram 
from  the  General-in-Chief,  dated  27  th  instant,  saying :  "  I  had  expected 
your  crossing  the  river  to-day  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy."  1  infer  from 
this  that  orders  have  been  sent  me  to  cross  and  attack  the  enemy ;  if  so, 
I  have  not  received  them. 

Captain  Newton,  of  the  Engineers,  returned  at  midnight,  after  two 
days'  absence  in  the  direction  of  Sharpsburg  and  Dam  No.  4,  and  re- 
ports, on  information  he  considers  reliable,  5,000  men  from  Falling 
Waters  to  Dam  No.  4;  4,500  in  the  vicinity  of  Shepherdstown, 
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and  a  reserve  of  5,500  men  under  General  Johnston 
He  also  reports  twenty  to  twenty-four  guns  and  a 
large  cavalry  force  with  General  Jackson,  and  thinks  that  General  Neg- 
ley,  whose  brigade  is  on  my  left,  near  Sharpsburg,  will  be  attacked — the 
river  being  fordable  at  almost  every  point  To  meet  this  force  of  15,000 
men,  with  twenty-two  guns,  and  nearly  1,000  cavalry,  I  have  about  10,000 
volunteer  infantry,  and  650  cavalry  and  artillery,  the  latter  being  nearly 
all  recruits.  The  horses  are  untrained  and  we  are  still  without  harness 
for  the  battery. 

I  have  repeatedly  asked  for  batteries,  and  ought  to  have  one  for  each 
brigade,  but  have  none.  The  only  one  fit  for  T  service  sent  me  was  the 
Rhode  Island  Battery,  and  that  the  General-in-Chief  was  compelled,  by 
the  necessities  of  his  own  position,  to  take  from  me  when  most  wanted, 
and  within  a  week  after  it  joined  me.  1  have  neither  cavalry  nor  artil- 
lery sufficient  to  defend  the  fords  of  the  river  between  Harper's  Ferry 
and  Hancock,  but  I  would  much  rather  attack  than  defend,  and  would 
have  far  more  confidence  in  the  result  While  I  will  not  on  my  own 
responsibility  attack,  without  artillery,  a  superior  force,  I  will  do  so 
cheerfully  and  promptly  if  the  (ieneral  in -Chief  will  give  me  an  explicit 
order  to  that  effect 

To  insure  success,  I  respectfully,  but  earnestly,  request  that  the  troops 
taken  from  me  when  Washington  was  menaced  be  sent  to  me  with  all 
speed,  with  a  number  of  field  guns  equal  to  those  of  the  insurgents.  I 
will  then  be  enabled  to  choose  my  point  of  attack,  offer  battle  to  the 
enemy,  and,  I  trust,  drive  them  before  me,  clearing  the  valley  in  front, 
and  taking  such  position  as  the  General-in-Chief  may  indicate. 

I  respectfully  suggest  that  Colonel  Stone's  column  be  sent  me,  with 
other  re -enforcements,  and  venture  to  add  that  the  sooner  I  am  re- 
enforced  with  reliable  troops  and  abundant  field  artillery  the  better. 
I  am  making  arrangements  for  crossing  the  river,  and  will  do-so  with- 
out waiting  for  orders  or  re-enforcements,  if  I  find  that  the  strength 
of  the  enemy  has  been  overrated. 

I  beg  to  remind  the  General-in-Chief  that  the  period  of  service  of 
nearly  all  the  troops  here  will  expire  within  a  month,  and  that  if  we  do 
not  meet  the  enemy  with  them,  we  will  be  in  no  condition  to  do  so  for 


three  months  to  come.   The  new  regiments  will  not  be  fit  for  service 

and  meanwhile  this  whole  1 


r,  if  then,  and  meanwhile  this  whole  frontier  will  be 
exposed. 

I  have  got  my  command  into  as  good  condition  as  I  could  expect  in 
so  short  a  time.  Officers  and  men  are  anxious  to  be  led  against  the 
insurgents,  and  if  the  General-in-Chief  will  give  me  a  regiment  of  reg- 
ulars and  an  adequate  force  of  field  artillery  I  will  cross  the  river  and 
attack  the  enemy,  unless  their  forces  are  ascertained  to  be  more  than 
two  to  one. 

I  beg  you  to  assure  the  General-in-Chief  of  my  sincere  desire  to  sus- 
tain him  faithfully,  and  to  promote,  by  all  the  resources  at  my  com- 
mand, the  success  of  his  general  plan  of  operations. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

Commonwealth  op  Virginia,  Executive  Department, 

Wheeling,  June  28, 1861. 

Hon.  S.  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  J).  O.: 

Sib  :  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  three  regi 
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ments  called  for  by  his  excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States 
from  the  State  of  V irginia  are  now  in  the  field  under  the  direction  of 
Major -General  McClellan. 

The  first  regiment  was  of  the  three  months'  volunteers.  They  have 
received  guns,  &c,  but  no  tents.  I  think  if  they  now  had  tents,  the 
most  if  not  all  of  that  regiment  would  enlist  for  three  years. 

The  second  regiment  for  three  years  is  full,  but  they  are  without 
arms  and  equipments.  A  large  number  of  this  regiment  are  from  the 
mountain  region  of  Western  Virginia.  It  is  important  to  have  them  in 
the  field  as  soon  as  possible,  on  account  of  their  knowledge  of  the  coun- 
try. Permit  me  to  urge  tne  importance  of  sending  arms,  tents,  and 
equipments  immediately  for  this  regiment  I  would  also  observe  that 
the  First  Regiment  has  yet  no  knapsacks. 

I  have  also  two  companies  of  cavalry,  of  /me  hundred  men  each,  ready 
to  muster  into  the  service.  They  are  much  needed.  They  are  also  gath- 
ered from  the  mountain  region  j  well  acquainted  with  the  country.  You 
will  please  send  arms  for  them.  They  are  all  marksmen,  and  have  been 
accustomed  to  the  use  of  the  rifle. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  assure  you  that  our  Union  men  are 
entering  into  the  spirit  of  the  work  with  great  energy ;  and  when  they 
learn  that  our  government  is  recognized  at  Washington,  it  will  strengthen 
Union  men  and  stop  cavilers.  Our  people  will  give  the  United  States 
all  the  aid  they  can  spare  from  defending  their  families  and  property 
from  their  secession  neighbors,  many  of  whom  have  imbibed  the  spirit 
of  their  leaders. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  information  from  every  part  of  Western  Virginia, 
from  the  most  intelligent  and  influential  citizens,  of  their  high  ap 
proval  of  the  action  [of]  our  Convention  and  of  their  determination  to 
sustain  it 

I  am,  my  dear  sir,  your  obedient  servant 

F.  H.  PEIRPOINT. 


Headquarters  Department  op  the  Ohio, 

Grafton,  Fa.,  June  29,  1861. 

Lieut.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott, 

Commander-in-Chief  Army  of  the  United  State*: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  the  present  condition 
of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railway.  By  a  written  communication  re- 
ceived to-night  from  the  road  master,  I  am  informed  that  parties  of  the 
enemy  have  recently  examined  the  trestles,  bridges^  &c.,  with  a  view  to 
further  destruction.  My  informant  asserts  that  he  is  threatened,  if  the 
slightest  attempt  is  made  to  repair  the  trestles,  greater  injuries  to  the 
road  will  follow.  The  company,  however,  is  prepared  to  reconstruct  the 
road  on  our  promise  to  protect  it.  The  injured  road  being  beyond  the 
limits  of  this  department,  I  can  only  say  that  1  regard  the  reconstruc- 
tion of  it  necessary  to  our  operations  here.  There  is  a  strong  Union 
feeling  along  the  route,  especially  in  Hampshire  and  Morgan  Counties, 
which  only  awaits  protection  to  practically  develop  itself,  companies  in 
that  vicinity  being  prepared  to  muster  into  service.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, by  ordering  down  the  Pennsylvania  troops,  the  war  frontier 
would  be  moved  towards  the  South,  and  our  left  flank  be  so  protected 
that  we  could  continue  our  operations  of  advance  with  greater  alacrity, 
more  expeditiously,  extending  them  to  the  Kanawha. 
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The  necessity  of  the  continual  detachment  of  bodies  of  troops  to 
watch  the  enemy  on  the  left  being  obviated,  we  could  throw  a  greater 
force  on  the  more  prominent  points  of  attack.  The  opening  of  the  Bal- 
timore and  Ohio  Railway,  the  protection  of  a  Union  sentiment  wherever 
manifested,  and  the  importance  of  guarding  the  base  of  our  operations 
alike  point  to  the  apparent  necessity  of  the  measure  indicated,  which,  I 
trust,  will  appear  a  sufficient  excuse  for  presenting  it  to  your  attention. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  MoCLBLLA^^ 


Haoerstown,  Md.,  June  29, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsknd,  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.y  Washington  City: 

Colonel  :  I  inclose,  for  the  information  of  the  General-in-Chief,  Cap- 
tain Newton's  report  of  his  examination  of  the  Maryland  Heights.  The 
report  is  not  as  full  as  I  desired  it  to  be.  due  to  its  being  rapidly  made, 
in  consequence  of  having  to  send  him  on  suddenly.  From  conversation 
with  him  and  information  I  gain  from  residents,  I  am  convinced  the 
occupation  of  the  heights  would  be  attended  with  great  labor,  and  un- 
less a  strong  force  be  placed  in  Pleasant  Valley  to  keep  open  commui- 
cations  with  water,  it  cannot  be  held  at  this  season  by  any  command 
opposed. 

I  inclose  also  a  communication  from  Captain  Newton,  relating  to  the 
reoccupation  of  these  heights.  I  do  not  think  the  information  reliable. 
Considerable  force  has  been  seen  in  the  vicinity  of  Shepherdstown. 

I  arranged  to-day  to  advance  into  Virginia  on  Monday.  This  is  the 
earliest  I  can  move  with  artillery,  without  which  I  deem  it  very  impru- 
dent to  cross  the  river,  with  information  of  a  large  opposing  force  close 
at  hand.  I  expect  to  drive  the  enemy  from  our  vicinity,  and,  should  it 
appear  advisable,  will  push  to  Winchester.  If  the  enemy  have  retired 
(which  his  demonstrations  may  have  prepared  for),  you  will  next  hear 
of  my  approach  to  you. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Haoerstown,  Md.,  June  25, 1861. 
Maj.  F.  J.  PORTER,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  result  of  my  examination  of  Mary- 
land Heights  (Elk  Ridge). 

I  ascended  nrst  the  western  slope  by  the  county  road  leading  to  Sol- 
omon's Gap ;  thence  I  proceeded  on  the  summit  four  miles  to  the  south- 
ern extremity  of  the  ridge.  This  road  requires  extensive  repairs  for 
heavy  hauling  for  a  distance  of  about  four  miles. 

The  top  of  the  ridge  is  covered  with  a  small  growth  of  timber  and 
brushwood,  and  is  difficult,  of  penetration.  An  easy  defense  could  be 
made  by  cutting  down  the  timber  and  brush  across  the  summit  for 
about  two  hundred  yards  in  width,  and  forming  behind  this  obstruction 
a  light  parapet,  having  the  interior  slope  stockaded,  the  stockade  to  be 
high  enough  to  protect  the  heads  of  the  men  when  standing  on  the 
banquette,  and  to  be  loop-holed.  Other  stockaded  parapets  may  be  erected 
whenever  a  more  minute  examination  may  render  it  necessary  and  at 
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those  points  where  the  access  up  the  sides  of  the  mountain  may  be  con- 
venient to  an  enemy.  The  portion  of  the  heights  to  be  occupied  by  us 
should  extend  about  one  and  three-fourths  miles  from  the  southern 
extremity  of  the  ridge,  with  the  object  of  protecting  our  supplies  of  water 
from  the  base  of  the  mountain  at  the  foot  of  the  eastern  slope  and  dis- 
tant about  one  and  one-quarter  miles  from  the  southern  extremity  of 
the  ridge.  Our  principal  defense  should  be  felling  trees,  &c.,  on  the 
sides  and  slopes  of  the  mountain  and  on  the  summit  wherever  an  ap- 
proach would  be  practicable.  We  should  also  occupy  below  the  base  of 
the  slope,  where  our  supplies  of  water  are  to  be  drawn.  The  mountain 
affords  capabilities  for  a  strong  defense,  but  from  the  extent  of  ground 
to  be  occupied,  the  condition  of  the  roads,  and- the  necessity  of  hauling 
water  and  stores  up  the  mountain,  much  inconvenience  may  be  experi- 
enced, and  a  certain  amount  of  time  also  will  be  expended  in  completing 
the  defenses. 

The  ascent  of  the  eastern  slope  is  through  Solomon's  Gap.  by  a  road 
larger  and  steeper  than  by  the  corresponding  road  from  tne  western 
side,  and  also  by  a  road  constructed  by  the  enemy  and  leading  up  from 
Sandy  IJook.  The  latter  road  is  not  too  steep,  but  is  very  rough,  hav- 
ing large  stones  five  or  six  feet-long  in  many  places  directly  in  the  road. 
The  same  is  true  in  a  measure  of  all  other  roads  upon  the  mountain. 
The  rocks  are  said  by  those  who  have  made  roads  on  the  mountain  to 
be  generally  detached,  and  not  to  form  a  part  of  a  ledge. 

It  is  impossible  to  state  what  amount  of  force  could  be  detailed  from 
the  Army  at  this  period,  with  the  necessity  also  of  watching  closely  the 
enemy,  to  construct  the  necessary  defenses.  My  estimate  is  that  two 
thousand  men  are  necessary  to  occupy  the  mountain  and  the  eastern 
slope,  and  it  would  require  two  thousand  men  to  work  about  ten  days 
in  order  to  put  everything  in  condition  to  make  a  vigorous  defense. 

The  extent  and  rugged  nature  of  the  ground  examined  and  the  close 
growth  of  timber  and  brush  rendered  it  impossible  to  take  measures, 
and  the  distances  are  accordingly  taken  from  maps,  guides,  and  from 
personal  observation,  without  the  use  of  instruments. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  NEWTON. 
Capt,  XT.  8.  Engineers,  Chief  of  Engineer  Staff. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Brigade  (Negley's), 

June  29,  1861—11.30  a.  m. 

Maj.  F.  J.  Porter, 

A.  A.  G.,  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Pennsylvania,  Hagerstown,  Md. : 

Mv  Dear  Major:  From  all  the  information  as  yet  received  the 
enemy  has  recrossed  the  river  at  Harper's  Ferry  on  flats  and  boats  and 
occupied  the  Maryland  Heights  with  two  regiments — said  to  be  the 
Kentucky  and  Mississippi— numbering  together  about  two  thousand 
men. 

First.  The  express  arrived  at  General  Cadwalader's  at  3  a.  m.  from 
this  camp.  I  considered  it  best  at  the  time  for  me  to  come  over  here, 
and  accordingly  here  I  am. 
Second.  Is  this  movement  made  to  mask  Johnston's  retreat  t 
Third.  Is  it  to  secure  his  flank  while  he  marches  against  Stone  t 
Fourth.  Has  he  been  re-enforced,  as  has  been  asserted,  and  is  this  the 
first  offensive  movement  on  his  part  t   He  is  likewise  said  to  have  a 
number  of  rifled  cannon,  a  deserter  asserting  that  the  balls  are  not 
round,  but  flat  at  one  ena  and  egg-shaped  at  the  other. 
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Fifth.  His  position  now  threatening  ail  communication  with  Stone,  is 
it  not  necessary  to  effect  this  junction  at  all  hazards  f 

General  Cad walader  thinks,  and  it  may  be  the  case,  that  the  present 
movement  is  a  feint,  while  the  real  point  of  attack  is  to  be  our  right 
Unless  he  (the  enemy)  is  decidedly  superior  in  force,  such  an  intention 
wonld  scatter  his  forces  over  too  long  a  line.  This  is  per  contra  to  Gen- 
eral Cadwalader's  opinion. 

If  General  Negley  is  to  maintain  his  present  position  it  would  be  well 
to  send  to-day  some  crow-bars  (20),  30  axes,  30  picks,  and  40  shovels, 
consigned  to  the  brigade  quartermaster,  with  directions  to  him  to  re- 
ceipt for  them,  and  to  use  them  for  no  other  purpose  except  intrenching. 
Very  truly,  &c, 

JOHN  NEWTON. 

P.  S. — At  the  present  moment,  after  waiting  some  time  for  them, 
a  number  of  scouts  have  not  returned.  Their  report  may  correct  in 
some  particulars,  though  I  think  unimportant,  the  points  in  this  letter. 
Do  you  want  met 


Hag^hstown,  Md.,  June  29, 1861. 

General  G.  B.  McClellan,  Grafton,  Va.: 

Cumberland  is  held  by  Colonel  Wallace,  supported  by  two  Pennsyl- 
vania reserve  regiments  at  Bedford.  Can  spare  none  for  Piedmont,  as 
the  insurgents  are  in  lar^e  force  in  front.  Please  keep  me  informed  of 
any  forward  movement  made,  or  intended  to  be  made,  that  I  may  co-op- 
erate and  aid  you  as  far  as  practicable  by  demonstrations  intended  as 
feints  or  for  attack. 

R.  PATTERSON, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Washington,  June  30, 1861. 
Major  General  PATTERSON,  Hagerstown,  Md.  s 

The  Bhode  Island  Battery  is  ordered  from  here  to  join  you  at  Hagers- 
town  by  rail.  Colonel  Stone's  command,  consisting  of  First  New  Hamp- 
shire Regiment,  First  Pennsylvania  Regiment  (Colonel  Patterson),  Ninth 
New  York  Regiment,  and  five,  companies  Pennsylvania  regiment,  is 
ordered  to  join  your  column. 

The  regulars  cannot  be  spared  from  here. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Hagbbstown,  Md.,  June  30,  1861. 

Major-General  McCajll,  Harrisburg,  Pa.: 

1  subjoin"  copy  of  telegram  received  from  General  McClellan,  and  will 
rely  on  you  to  send  aid  to  Colonel  Wallace  if  he  calls  for  it  before  we 
can  support  him  from  this  point : 

The  two  Pennsylvania  State  Tegiments  are  at  State  Line,  ten  miles  from  Cumber- 
land. I  recommend  that  one  of  them  be  ordered  to  Cumberland  to  support  Wallace; 
the  other  to  Piedmont.  The  two  posts  can  communicate  by  the  coal  road  via  Loua- 
coning,  and  can  draw  their  supplies  from  this  direction.  I  move  to-morrow  on  the 
main  force  in  my  front. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN. 
R.  PATTERSON, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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Hagerstown,  Md.,  June  30,  1861. 
General  George  B.  MoClellan,  Grafton,  Va.: 

I  have  forwarded  your  telegram  on  the  subject  of  the  two  regiments 
Pennsylvania  State  troops  to  General  McCalL  I  rejoice  to  hear  of  your 
intention  to  move  forward.  To-morrow  I  will  feel  the  enemyon  the 
other  side  of  the  Potomac.   He  is  reported  to  be  there  in  force. 

B.  PATTERSON, 


Downsvelle,  Md.,  June  30,  1861. 

Colonel  Townsend, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington  Oity: 

I  cross  at  daylight  to-morrow  morning. 

B.  PATTERSON, 
Major-General,  Commanding* 


Harrisburg,  Sunday,  June  30,  1861. 

[General  Patterson  :] 

My  Dear  General  :  On  my  return  from  Pittsburgh  this  morning  I 
find  your  note  of  the  26th  instant,  informing  me  of  your  purpose  to 
cross  the  river  and  offer  battle  to  the  insurgents,  and  asking  what  force 
I  can  throw  forward  upon  the  Pennsylvania  line. 

In  reply  I  have  to  say  that  the  only  force  (one  regiment  rifles  and  one 
infantry,  with  a  section  of  artillery)  of  my  command  as  yet  armed  and 
equipped  has  been  pushed  forward  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Wallace  at 
Cumberland  and  for  the  protection  of  our  border  settlers  in  that  direc- 
tion ;  the  other  regiments  are  without  clothing,  arms,  or  equipments 
still,  notwithstanding  my  efforts  to  fit  them  for  the  field.  You  will 
therefore  perceive  how  impossible  it  will  be  for  mo,  although  I  much 
i  it,  to  comply  with  your  request 
With  great  regard,  very  truly,  yours, 

GEORGE  A.  MoOALL. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  July  3, 1861. 

Lieutenant-General  Scott  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  my  scouts  captured 
an  enemy's  picket  about  five  miles  from  Newport  News,  and  from  letters 
found  at  their  quarters  it  appears  that  General  Magruder  left  Yorktown 
on  Tuesday  last  with  the  intention  of  attacking  the  post  ji  t  Newport 
NewB ;  that  he  advanced  within  three  miles  of  the  News  without  bag- 
gage, tents,  or  trains,  and  stopped  overnight  on  the  road  near  the  site 
of  Little  Bethel,  and  in  the  midst  of  a  drenching  rain.  He  had  with 
him  two  regiments  of  Carolina  troops,  a  regiment  of  Louisiana  zouaves, 
a  howitzer  battalion  from  Richmond,  and  some  two  hundred  or  two 
hundred  and  fifty  horsemen.  After  advancing  so  as  to  be  almost  within 
reach  of  our  pickets  at  Newport  News  he  changed  his  course  up  the 
James  Biver,  and  was  yesterday  encamped  at  Young's  Mills,  between 
eleven  and  twelve  miles  from  Newport  News,  near  Mulberry  Point. 

Acting  in  consultation  with  my  engineers,  I  have  advanced  the  two 
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Massachusetts  regiments  into  the  town  of  Hampton,  and  directed  [them] 
to  extend  their  pickets  as  far  as  New  Market  Bridge,  and  to  hold  the 
road  to  Newport  News,  that  being  at  the  corner  of  the  road,  seven  miles 
from  that  post,  so  as  to  be  ready  to  act  in  conjunction  with  my  forces 
there  in  case  of  an  attack,  and  also  to  hold  the  peninsula  of  Elizabeth 
City  County,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Monroe,  thus  keeping  open 
communication  to  Newport  News  both  by  land  and  water.  I  have  fur- 
ther to  report  the  arrest  of  Colonel  Allen,  of  the  First  New  York  Volun- 
teers, under  the  following  state  of  facts : 

There  was  a  wheat  field  of  some  twenty-five  acres  belonging  to  the 
Twine  estate,  owned  by  a  widow  and  some  minor  heirs,  as  I  am  in- 
formed. The  occupants  had  received  a  written  safeguard  upon  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance  and  giving  parole  not  in  any  way  to  aid,  counsel, 
or  advise  the  enemies  of  the  United  States.  Colonel  Allen,  against  ex- 
press orders,  crossed  the  creek  near  Hampton  by  the  police  guard  there 
stationed.  A  small  detachment  of  his  men  proceeded  to  the  ground, 
arrested  the  parties  for  no  other  offense,  as  he  states,  save  that  they 
were  getting  the  wheat,  and  sent  them,  six  in  number,  to  Fort  Monroe 
and  to  my  headquarters  (which  was  also  against  orders),  and  ordered 
the  wheat  field  to  be  set  on  fire,  which  was  done,  and  the  ciop  consumed. 
Upon  report  of  these  facts  by  General  Pierce  in  the  form  of  charges 
against  Colonel  Allen,  and  upon  other  charges  affecting  his  personal 
habits,  substantially  verified  by  evidence,  I  caused  him  to* be  arrested 
and  held  for  trial.  I  have  caused  enlisted  men  to  be  punished  for  the 
destruction  of  private  property,  and  I  believe  this  act  of  Colonel  Allen 
was  a  most  unnecessary,  not  to  say  wanton,  destruction  and  waste. 
The  place  where  it  happened  was  wholly  within  our  control,  and  if  there 
had  been  any  attempt  at  an  improper  use  being  made  of  the  wheat,  it 
might  easily  have  been  brought  within  our  camp  ami  served  some  good 
purpose  at  least.  I  trust  that  this  action  will  receive  the  approbation 
of  the  General  Commanding,  because  it  has  become  necessary,  in  order 
to  prevent  such  destruction  and  waste  of  the  property  of  our  enemies 
even  as  will  disgrace  us. 

When  I  last  had  the  pleasure  and  honor  of  an  interview  with  the 
Lieutenant-General  Commanding,  I  was  assured  that  Major  Mack  all 
would  be  detailed  as  assistant  adjutant-general  as  soon  as  he  returned 
f  rom  the  Pacific  coast.  I  am  now  using  the  services  (and  necessarily) 
without  compensation  of  the  adjutant  of  this  post.  I  pray  leave  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  General  to  this  fact,  and  to  ask  that  Major 
Mackall,  or  some  assistant  adjutant-general,  may  be  detailed  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major- General)  Commanding. 


Washington,  July  3, 1861. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Peirpoint,  Wheeling)  Va.  : 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation, dated  the  28th  ultimo.  A  requisition  for  camp  equipage,  &c., 
has  already  been  made  by  Major-General  McClellan  upon  the  Quarter- 
master's Department,  and  an  order  in  his  favor  has  been  issued  for  as 
many  as  the  Government  could  supply.  The  remainder  he  was  authorized 
to  procure  through  the  quartermaster  under  his  command.  This  Depart- 
ment fully  appreciates  the  importance  of  arming  the  troops  whom  you 
report  ready  lor  service,  and  has  referred  the  subject  to  the  Ordnance 
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Department  for  prompt  at  tention.  I  am  glad  to  learn  of  the  prevalence 
of  the  Union  sentiment  throughout  Western  Virginia,  and  of  the  spirit 
of  energy  manifested  by  your  people  in  the  great  work  of  preserving  the 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Commonwealth  op  Virginia,  Executive  Department, 

Wheeling,  July  3,  1861. 

To  General  G.  B.  MgClellan,  Grafton,  Va.  : 

Sir  :  Inclosed  I  send  you  a  slip  from  the  Cincinnati  Gazette.   I  learn 
there  were  two  men  taken — Messrs.  Miller  and  Wagner. 
I  propose  that  we  occupy  Point  Pleasant. 

There  are  3,500  secession  troops  at  Charleston,  fifty- two  miles  from 
Point  Pleasant.  Can  we  not  take  the  regiment  from  Gallipolis  and  send 
him  some  other  forces,  and  let  them  intrench  themselves  at  Point  Pleas- 
ant, if  necessary  t  I  have  received  intelligence  in  the  last-  few  days 
that  they  can  raise  a  regiment  in  that  neighborhood  of  Virginia  troops 
if  they  had  a  rallying  point. 

I  have  an  offer  of  a  regiment  from  Pittsburgh  to  come  into  the  service, 
unconditionally,  for  three  years.  The  gentleman  offering  says  he  can  be 
ready  in  a  week.  We  could  place  that  regiment  there.  Can  you  not 
spare  Captain  Daum,  who  is  here  in  camp  yet,  with  his  artillery,  to  join 
that  movement  t 

I  can  procure  artillery  and  ammunition  at  Pittsburgh  for  Captain 
Daum,  if  you  need  what  he  has  here,  if  you  can  do  without  the  company. 

My  dear  sir,  I  deem  it  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  commence  a 
movement  in  that  direction,  even  if  we  have  to  encamp  them  on  the  Ohio 
side  until  we  get  strong  enough  to  take  position  on  the  Virginia. 
Yours,  in  haste, 

F.  H.  PEIBPOINT. 

P.  8.— My  impression  is  that  the  object  of  Wise  in  his  trip  towards 
Parkersburg  is  to  make  a  dash  at  the  Northwestern  Virginia  Railroad 
and  burn  up  the  bridges,  by  dashing  at  different  points  with  his  cavalry. 

I  have  just  learned  that  there  were  many  of  the  Union  men  wi£h  their 
families  driven  into  Ohio  from  Jackson  County — from  Ravenswood  and 
that  vicinity.   It  is  also  stated— for  the  truth  of  which  I  cannot  vouch- 
that  a  regiment  from  Ohio  passed  into  Virginia  at  Point  Pleasant. 
Yours,  &c, 

F.  H.  PEIRPOINT. 


Columbus,  July  1. 

Colonel  Norton,  of  the  First  Regiment  State  troops  at  GaUipolis, 
telegraphed  the  governor  to  day  that  on  Saturday  night  a  mounted  party 
of  fifty  men  came  from  Charleston,  Va.,  to  Point  Pleasant,  headed  by  A. 
GK  Jenkins,  and  took  some  of  the  most  prominent  Union  men  there  pris- 
oners and  marched  them  off.  Colonel  Norton  started  with  a  hundred  men 
in  pursuit,  but  could  not  overtake  them.  He  then  scoured  the  country, 
and  took  thirty  prominent  secessionists  prisoners,  whom  he  now  holds  as 
hostages  for  the  safety  of  the  Union  men  in  hands  of  the  rebels.  Norton 
says  there  are  3,500  rebels  now  at  Charleston,  under  command  of  Hawes. 
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Headquabtebs  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

^f(ino.s8d8  Junction,  T  n.,  Tuly  7,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Ibvin  McDowell, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Forces,  Arlington,  Va.  : 

8ie:  The  bearer,  CoL  Thos.  H.  Taylor,  is  sent  (with  an  escort  of 
twelve  men  and  an  officer,  under  a  flag  of  truce)  as  bearer  of  dispatches 
from  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  He  is  instructed  by  the  former  to  deliver  his  dispatches 
in  person  to  the  latter,  and  to  return  with  the  answer.  His  escort  will 
await  his  orders. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Brigad'  ^Gen^raT^^^^ 


Fort  MoHenby,  July  8, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Four  men,  parties  to  the  seizure  of  the  St.  Nicholas,  were  arrested 
on  board  the  Mary  Washington  this  evening.  The  officers  and  sailors 
of  the  St  Nicholas  on  board  the  Mary  Washington  identified  the  pris- 
oners. The  leader  had  a  commission  as  colonel  of  the  Virginia  army, 
dated  July  l,and  signed  by  Governor  Letcher.  He  was  secreted  in  a 
bureau  when  arrested.  Captain  Williams,  who  arrested  him,  identified 
him  as  a  West  Point  student. 

NATH.  P.  BANKS. 


Hdqbs.  Depabtment  Nobtheastebn  Vibginia, 

Arlington,  July  9, 1861. 

General  McDowell  presents  his  compliments  to  General  Beauregard, 
and  begs  to  inform  him  that  the  paper  referred  to  in  his  note  of  the  7th 
was  delivered  to  the  General-in-Chief,  and  by  him  transmitted  to  the 
President.  When  an  answer  shall  be  received  from  the  latter  it  will  be 
duly  forwarded.  In  the  mean  while  Colonel  Taylor  is  instructed  by  the 
General-in-Chief  to  return  this  morning. 


Headquabtebs  Department  of  Annapolis, 

Fort  MoHenry,  July  9, 1861. 

CoL  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  U.  8.  Army: 

Sib:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  report,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  General  in-Chief,  that,  in  accordance  with  instructions  from 
yonr  office  of  July  5,  the  First  Maryland  Regiment  left  its  camp  at 
Mount  Clare  Station,  Baltimore,  at  9.30  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  the  7th  in- 
stant, with  orders  "  to  take  post  and  cover  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal  between  Dams  No.  4  and  5,  and  as  much  below  and  above  as  prac- 
ticable." The  regiment  was  under  the  command  of  General  Cooper,  of 
the  Maryland  volunteers,  and  was  sent  by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road to  Frederick,  Md.,  where  it  was  to  be  furnished  with  wagon  trans- 
portation. 
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Major-General  Banks  regrets  the  delay  with  which  the  orders  of  the 
General-in-Chief  in  the  case  have  been  carried  out  It  was  to  a  great 
extent  unavoidable. 

I  am.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General . 


Headquarters  Department  op  Annapolis, 

Fort  McHenry,  July  10, 1861. 

George  R.  Dodge,  Marshal  of  Police,  Baltimore: 

Sir  :  It  having  been  reported  to  the  general  commanding  the  Depart- 
ment of  Annapolis,  by  reliable  authority,  that  plans  are  maturing  for 
the  capture  of  one  or  more  of  the  steamers  which  ply  between  the  city 
of  Baltimore  and  the  Patuxent  River,  the  general  wishes  you  to  stop  the 
ers  until  further  orders  from  him. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General 


Washington,  July  12, 1861. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy  : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  the  disposable  effective  marines 
now  here  may  be  organized  into  a  battalion  and  held  in  readiness  to 
march  on  field  service,  and  that  the  officers  commanding  the  battalion 
be  instructed  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  McDowell  and  receive  his 
orders. 

I  am,  very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  war. 


Headquarters  First  Delaware  Regiment, 

Havre  de  Grace,  Md.,  July  13,  1861. 

S.  M.  Felton,  Pres.  P.,  W.  &  B.  R.  R.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.: 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  and  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Philadelphia,  Wilmington  and  Baltimore  Railroad  Company  a  commu- 
nication from  the  officers  of  Company  D,  of  this  regiment,  which  has 
for  two  months  past  been  posted  at  the  east  end  of  Bush  River  railroad 
bridge.  This  letter  was  elicited  by  me  from  them,  and  is  not  known  to 
Miss  Bowman  or  any  of  her  father's  family.  The  highly  remarkable 
conduct  of  Miss  Bowman  calls,  in  my  opinion,  for  some  substantial  re- 
ward from  your  honorable  board,  and  I  doubt  not  that  they  will  be  as 
ready  to  give  as  I  am  pleased  to  suggest  the  same.  She  is  quite  young, 
apparently  not  over  22  or  23,  and  really,  for  her  station  in  life,  quite  an 
attractive  young  person.  I  have  found  her  modest  and  retiring,  and 
this  character  is  given  to  her  by  the  officers.  I  hope  you  will  excuse 
me  for  troubling  you  with  this  matter,  but  I  feel  that  I  am  only  doing 
an  act  of  justice  to  a  worthy  family  by  so  doing. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  H.  LOCKWOOD, 

Colonel  First  Delaware  Regiment. 
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Camp  Dark,  at  Bush  River, 

July  11, 1861. 

Col.  II.  H.  Lockwood  : 

Sir  :  As  a  part  of  the  command  stationed  on  the  line  of  the  Phila- 
delphia, Wilmington  and  Baltimore  Railroad,  we  deem  it  bat  right  and 
proper  to  make  known  to  yon  the  heroic  conduct  of  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
Bowman,  the  keeper  of  the  bridge  at  this  place,  on  the  night  of  the 
burning  of  the  bridge  by  Trimble  and  his  men.  Prom  Mr.  Smith,  the 
master  carpenter  of  the  road,  and  others  who  were  present  on  the  oc- 
casion, we  have  learned  the  following  particulars : 

When  the  train  bearing  the  bridge-burners  had  crossed  the  bridge, 
aud  Trimble  had  drawn  his  men  in  line  immediately  in  front  of  Mr. 
Bowman's  house,  the  object  of  their  coming  was  announced  in  the  hear- 
ing of  Miss  Jane  by  Trimble  himself.  She  pronounced  him  a  coward, 
and  in  a  loud  voice  called  upon  the  men,  who  had  been  armed  by  the 
road  and  placed  there  to  protect  the  bridge,  to  defend  it,  and  when  she 
saw  these  men  throw  away  their  arms,  some  of  them  taking  to  the  woods 
and  others  hiding  within  her  father's  house,  she  called  upon  them  again 
not  to  run,  but  to  stand  fast  and  show  themselves  to  be  men.  At  this 
time,  seeing  one  of  the  pistols  lying  upon  the  floor  of  Hie  porch,  which 
had  been  thrown  away  by  one  of  the  bridge-guards,  she  picked  it  up 
and  ran  with  it  Meeting  Mr.  Smitti  she  gave  it  to  him,  saying  at  the 
same  time,  "Use  it;  if  you  will  not,  I  will" 

Another  evidence  of  the  wonderful  courage  and  presence  of  mind  of 
Miss  Jane  was  shown  in  her  anxiety  for  the  safety  of  one  of  the  men 
employed  by  her  father  to  assist  him  in  taking  care  of  the  bridge.  This 
man  was  On  the  draw  at  the  time  the  firing  of  the  bridge  commenced. 
Miss  Jane  was  the  first  to  think  of  him,  and  promptly  called  upon  her 
father,  or  some  one,  to  go  for  him  in  a  boat,  saying,  "If  no  one  else 
will  go,  I  wilL." 

In  conclusion,  permit  us  to  say  that  such  heroism  in  a  young  lady  as 
shown  in  the  conduct  of  Miss  Bowman  on  this  occasion  has  rarely  been 
met  with  anywhere,  and,,  in  our  opinion,  should  not  be  suffered  to  go 
unrewarded. 

JAMES  GREEN, 
Captain  Company  D,  First  Delaware  Volunteers. 

E.  J.  SMITHER8, 

jfxrst  JAeutenanT. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Annapolis, 

Fort  McEenry,  Md.t  July  14,  1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir  :  By'direction  of  Major-General  Banks,  I  have  the  honor  to  re- 
port, for  the  information  of  the  General  in-Chief,  that  the  schooner 
Georgiana,  owned  by  Thomas  and  his  party,  and  with  which  a  portion 
of  them  had  been  lying  in  wait  for  the  capture  of  other  steamers  from 
Baltimore,  has  been  taken  possession  of,  and  is  now  at  the  dock  of  this 
post,  having  been  run  aground  aud  deserted  by  the  crew.  No  capture 
of  rebels  was  made  on  board  of  her. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen-ant, 

ROBT.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

July  15, 1861. 

Lieuteuant-General  SCOTT: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  term  of  enlistment  of  the  Third 
and  Fourth  Massachusetts  Regiments,  three  months'  men,  expires  by 
limitation  to  morrow,  and  I  have  made  arrangements  to  have  them  sent 
to  Boston  as  the  place  of  rendezvous.  I  had  some  doubt  whether,  as 
they  were  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  at  Fort  Monroe, 
that  might  not  be  considered  their  place  of  rendezvous ;  but  learning 
from  the  colonels  that  they  claimed  their  rendezvous  at  Boston,  and  as 
it  would  at  best  make  but  two  or  three  days'  difference  in  their  term  of 
service,  and  as  there  would  be  saved  to  the  United  States  a  very  large 
amount  of  traveling  fees  over  and  above  the  cost  of  transportation, 
being,  as  near  as  I  can  reckon  it,  about  twenty  dollars  per  man,  I  have 
caused  transportation  and  three  days'  rations  to  be  furnished  them,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  mustered  out  of  service  at  Boston. 

These  two  regiments  were  armed  with  the  improved  rifle  muskets, 
while  most  of  my  regiments  are  armed  with  the  issue  of  1844,  altered  to 
percussion.  Believing  that  these  arms  were  distributed  to  the  States 
under  the  act  of  Congress  only  to  be  used  in  the  service  of  the  Union, 
I  have  supposed  that  it  was  competent,  as  it  was  certainly  desirable,  to 
have  them  kept  here,  and  therefore  I  have  directed  that  all  rifled  mus- 
kets that  will  pass  inspection  of  the  ordnance  officer  at  this  post  in  the 
hands  of  the  three-months'  men  be  exchanged  for  the  altered  flint-lock 
muskets  of  1844,  and  I  propose  to  distribute  these  rifled  muskets  to  the 
most  deserving  and  best  drilled  troops.  I  also  propose  to  have  returned 
to  my  assistant  quartermaster  by  the  three-months'  men  such  tents  and 
camp  equipage  as  they  have  received  from  the  United  States,  and  allow 
them  to  take  back  with  them  such  as  has  been  furnished  by  the  State 
of  Massachusetts.  I  trust  these  dispositions  will  meet  the  approbation 
of  the  Commanding  General. 

It  will  be  observed  that  by  the  return  home  of  these  men  at  least  a 
thousand  of  the  most  effective  of  my  troops  are  withdrawn  from  our 
forces,  and  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  within  fifteen 
days  the  First  Vermont  Regiment,  three-months'  men,  750  strong, 
being  one  of  the  best  regiments  here,  will  be  entitled  to  a  discharge. 
I  would  respectfully  ask  if  the  exigencies  of  the  service  will  not  permit 
other  regiments,  now  being  raised  in  Massachusetts  or  elsewhere,  to  be 
ordered  here  to  take  the  place  of  those  withdrawn  by  the  expiration  of 
enlistment 

I  have  further  the  honor  to  report  that  in  a  skirmish  between  New- 
port News  and  Warwick,  by  a  patroling  party  numbering  twenty-five, 
of  Colonel  Hawkins'  regiment,  under  command  of  Captain  Hammell. 
and  a  detachment  of  Louisiana  volunteers,  numbering  one  hundred  ana 
fifty,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  De  Russy,  late  of  the  U.  S.  Army, 
Colonel  De  Kussy  and  one  other  officer  of  the  rank  of  captain,  name  un- 
known, were  killed,  and  seven  men  wounded.  No  one  was  injured  upon 
side. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

HEN. J.  F.  BUTLER. 
Major  General,  Commanding. 
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General  Orders,  )      Army  op  Occupation,  W.  Virginia, 

No.  1.  (  Huttonsville,  Fa.,  Ju/y  15,  1861. 

The  commandiDg  general  has  experienced  much  embarrassment  dar- 
ing the  progress  of  this  campaign  from  the  want  of  early  information  re- 
garding the  movements  of  distant  detachments  within  his  command. 

The  success  of  the  operations  of  the  main  column  are  in  a  great  degree 
intimately  connected  with  and  dependent  upon  the  subordinate  aux- 
iliary detachments,  and  unless  the  commanding  general  is  kept  con- 
stantly advised  of  the  exact  condition  of  those  commands  the  service 
must  suffer. 

In  view  of  this  it  is  directed  that  all  commanders  of  detachments  and 
posts  in  Western  Virginia  make  daily  reports  to  these  headquarters, 
showing  the  true  state  of  their  commands,  all  movements  of  the  enemy, 
and  such  other  information  as  it  may  be  important  for  the  commanding 
general  to  know. 

These  daily  reports  will  be  forwarded  by  the  most  expeditious  methods 
of  communication. 
By  order  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General 


Headquarters  near  Beverly,  July  16,  1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  Town  send,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

In  view  of  the  large  call  of  the  President  for  troops,  and  of  the  prob- 
able demands  for  operations  in  my  department,  1  would  respectfully 
urge  upon  the  General-in-Chief  the  propriety  of  accepting  for  three 
years*  service  the  Ninth  Regiment  oi  Ohio  State  troops  now  in  this 
department,  instead  of  forming  four  regiments  from  among  them,  as 
is  now  contemplated  by  existing  orders.  Much  valuable  time  and  a 
great  deal  of  annoyance  and  ill-feeling  would  be  saved  by  this  course, 
by  which  also  I  think  the  mass  of  the  men  may  be  retained  for  the  three- 
years'  service.  I  also  ask  the  authority  to  send  recruiting  parties  to 
fill  these  regiments  to  the  maximum  standard.  I  am  emboldened  to 
make  this  request  by  the  necessities  of  the  service.  I  also  ask  authority 
to  muster  into  the  th^ee•year8,  service  Burdsal's  company  of  Ohio  Cav- 
alry, now  serving  with  me  under  the  State  organization.  An  early  re- 
ply by  telegraph  is  requested. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

[Indorsement] 

The  Secretary  says  take  the  cavalry  company.  As  for  the  other  prop- 
osition, please  talk  with  Secretary  and  send  over  word  to  General  Scott 
as  early  as  convenient. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General 


Headquarters,  July  17,  [1861]. 

General  McDowell: 

In  case  of  emergency,  a  reserve  is  held  ready  for  you  in  Washington. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General 
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Beverly,  July  17  [1861]. 

Lieut  Gen.  WiNFlELD  Scott: 

Will  a  movement  of  mine  on  Staunton  facilitate  your  plans  T  If  so, 
I  can  probably  take  that  position.  I  do  not  know  your  plans  of  opera- 
tion, but  can  move  on  Staunton  if  you  desire. 

Please  reply  at  once. 

GEO.  B^McCLELLAI^ 


Headquarters  of  the  Army,  July  18,  1861. 

General  McClellan,  Beverly,  Va. : 

Tour  suggestions  in  respect  to  Staunton  would  be  admirable,  like 
your  other  conceptions  and  acts,  with  support.  McDowell  yesterday 
drove  the  enemy  beyond  Fairfax  Court- House.  He  will  attack  the  in- 
trenched camp  at  the  Manassas  Junction  to-day.  Beaten  there,  the 
enemy  may  retreat  both  upon  Richmond  and  the  Shenandoah  Valley, 
where  Patterson  is  doing  nothing.  He  will  lose  eighteen  regiments  by 
discharges  in  about  a  week.  I  may  re-enforce  him  in  that  time  suffi- 
ciently to  enable  you,  with  him,  to  bag  Johnston  in  that  valley  if  the 
latter  has  not  been  permitted  to  send  his  prinojpal  force  to  Beauregard. 
If  you  come  to  Staunton,  and  McDowell's  victory  at  Ihe  Junction  be 
complete,  he  may,  with  Patterson,  give  you  a  hand  about  Winchester. 
I  will  telegraph  you  again  to-day. 

WLNFIELD  SCOTT. 


War  Department,  July  18,  1861. 
Governor  Ourtin,  HarrUburg,  Pa. : 

The  Pennsylvania  troops  were  expected  to  have  joined  the  forces  go- 
ing into  battle  this  week.  I  trust  there  will  be  no  delay  to  prevent  them 
sharing  the  honors  of  the  expected  battles  this  week.   Hasten  them 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


General  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Dep>t  Northeastern  Virginia, 
No.  18.         >  Fairfax  Court-House,  July  18, 1861. 

It  is  with  the  deepest  mortification  the  general  commanding  finds  it 
necessary  to  reiterate  his  orders  for  the  preservation  of  the  property  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  district  occupied  by  the  troops  under  his  command. 

Hardly  had  we  arrived  at  this  place  when,  to  the  horror  of  every 
right-minded  person,  several  houses  were  broken  open  and  others  were 
in  flames  by  the  act  of  some  of  those  who,  it  has  been  the  boast  of  the 
loyal,  came  here  to  protect  the  oppressed  and  free  the  country  from  the 
domination  of  a  hated  party. 

The  property  of  this  people  is  at  the  mercy  of  troops  who  we  right- 
fully say  are  the  most  intelligent,  best-educated,  and  most  law-abiding 
of  any  that  were  ever  under  arms.  But  do  not,  therefore,  the  acts  of 
yesterday  cast  the  deeper  stain  upon  them  T 

It  has  bejm  claimed  by  some  that  their  particular  corps  were  not 
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engaged  in  these  acts.  This  is  of  but  little  moment;  since  the  individ- 
uals are  nOt  found  outj  we  are  all  alike  disgraced. 

Commanders  of  regiments  will  select  a  commissioned  officer  as  regi- 
mental provost- marshal,  and  ten  men  as  a  permanent  police  force  under 
him,  whose  special  and  sole  duty  it  shall  be  to  preserve  the  property 
from  depredation,  and  arrest  all  wrong-doeraj  of  whatever  regiment  or 
corps  they  may  be.  Any  one  found  committing  the  slightest  depreda- 
tions, killing  pigs  or  poultry,  or  trespassing  on  the  property  of  the  in- 
habitants, will  be  reported  to  headquarters,  and  the  least  that  will  be 
done  to  them  will  be  to  send  them  to  the  Alexandria  jail. 

It  is  again  ordered  that  no  one  shall  arrest  or  attempt  to  arrest  any 
citizen  not  in  arms  at  this  time,  or  search  or  attempt  to  search  any 
house,  or  even  to  enter  the  same,  without  permission. 

The  troops  must  behave  themselves  with  as  much  forbearance  and 
propriety  as  if  they  were  at  their  own  homes.  They  are  here  to  fight 
the  enemies  of  the  country,  not  to  judge  and  punish  the  unarmed  and 
helpless,  however  guilty  they  may  be.  When  necessary,  that  will  be  done 
by  the  proper  persons. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  McDowell: 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General 


Quartermaster  General's  Oppice, 

Washington  City,  July  18, 1801. 

Major-GeneraJ  McClellan,  Beverly,  Fa..- 

No  surplus  transportation  at  Leavenworth. 

Dickerson  at  Cincinnati  reports  two  or  three  hundred  horses  on  hand. 
I  have  ordered  large  quantities  of  wagons  built  at  Pittsburgh,  Cincinnati, 
Wheeling,  and  other  points;  informed  Captain  Craig  some  days  ago  of 
names,  and  authorized  him  to  order  the  wagons  for  you.  I  have  also 
directed  the  builders  to  fill  his  orders. 

In  extremity,  I  advise  you  to  buy  the  country  wagons  and  horses  and 
give  orders  on  the  quartermaster  for  payment. 

Drafts  on  this  department  will  be  honored  if  indorsed  by  you. 

General  Lyon  obtained  funds  and  transportation  in  Missouri  by  this 
means,  and  it  had  a  good  effect  on  the  people. 

Endeavor  to  draw  horses  and  transportation  from  loyal  parts  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee.  This  will  confirm  the  loyalty  of  the  districts 
benefited. 

^  M.  O^M^B,  ^ 


Beverly,  July  20, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  Town  send  : 

Nothing  new  to-day  except  confirmation  of  Cox's  check.#  I  am  gather 
ing  a  column  to  accompany  me  via  Summersville ;  it  is  slow  work,  and  the 
distance  is  great.   What  news  from  Manassas  t  I  anxiously  await  it 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN. 

•See  McClellan'b  reporta,  p.  288. 
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Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  July  20,  1861. 

Col.  D.  E.  Sickles,  Staten  Island,  N.  T. : 

Lieutenant-General  Scott  desires  that  as  many  of  the  regiments  under 
your  command  as  are  accepted,  mustered  into  service,  armed  and  ready, 
be  without  delay  put  en  route  to  Harper's  Ferry,  and  there  joiu  the 
army  under  General  Patterson  in  the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah.* 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Orders,  >     Hdqrs.  Dep't  Northeastern  Virginia, 
No.  37.         )  Oentreville,  July  20, 1861. 

The  general  commanding  has  learned  with  regret  that  the  term  of 
service  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  is  about  to 
expire.  The  services  of  this  regiment  have  been  so  important,  its  good 
conduct  so  general,  its  patience  under  privations  so  constant,  its  state 
of  efficiency  so  good,  that  the  departure  of  the  regiment  at  this  time 
can  only  be  considered  an  important  loss  to  the  Army. 

Fully  recognizing  the  right  of  the  regiment  to  its  discharge  and  pay- 
ment at  the  time  agreed  upon  when  it  was  mustered  into  the  service, 
and  determined  to  carry  out  literally  the  agreement  of  the  Government 
in  this  respect,  the  general  commanding,  nevertheless,  requests  the  regi- 
ment to  continue  in  service  a  few  days  longer,  pledging  himself  that  the 
postponement  of  the  date  of  muster  out  of  service  shall  not  exceed  two 
weeks.  Such  members  of  the  regiment  as  do  not  accede  to  this  request 
will  be  placed  under  the  command  of  proper  officers  to  be  marched  to 
the  rear,  mustered  out  of  service,  and  paid  as  soon  as  possible  after  the 
expiration  of  their  terms  of  service. 

Bv  command  of  General  McDowell : 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Qeneral. 


Special  Orders,  \    Hdqrs.  Dep't  Northeastern  Virginia, 
No.  39.         f  Centreville,  July  20, 1861. 

1.  The  Fourth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  having  completed 
the  period  of  its  enlistment,  is  hereby  honorably  discharged  from  the 
service  of  the  United  States.  The  regiment  will,  under  command  of 
the  lieutenant-colonel,  take  up  the  march  to-morrow  for  Alexandria, 
and  on  its  arrival  at  that  place  will  report  to  General  Rnnyon  to  be 
mustered  out  of  the  service. 

2.  Colonel  Hartranft,  Fourth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
having  volunteered  his  services,  is  assigned  to  duty  on  the  staff  of  Colo- 
nel Franklin,  commanding  brigade. 

3.  Captain  Variant  battery  of  light  artillery,  attached  to  the  Eighth 
Regiment  New  York  State  Militia,  having  completed  the  period  of  its 
enlistment,  is  honorably  discharged  from  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  will  march  to  Alexandria  and  report  to  General  Runyon  to 
be  mustered  out  of  the  service. 

The  material  of  the  battery  will  be  turned  over  to  the  ordnance  officer 
of  this  command. 

By  order  of  General  McDowell : 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

•  Destination  changed  to  Washington 
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Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

July  20,  1861—1.30  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  McDowell,  <fcc,  Centreville  : 
Your  dispatch  received  at  1.5  a.  m.#    It  is  now  1.30  a.  m. 
Hunt's  battery  left  here  at  5  a.  m.  yesterday  by  Fairfax  road.  We 

have  but  forty  recruits :  orders  have  been  given  to  send  them  forward. 

It  will  be  some  time  betore  they  reach  you,  as  there  is  no  officer  to  spare 

to  send  with  them. 
By  command  of  General  Scott : 

SCHUYLER  HAMILTON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Military  Secretary. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  July  20, 1861. 

General  Mansfield,  Commanding,  dtc.  : 

Telegraphic  communication  only  open  to  Fairfax. 
You  will  please  therefore  take  measures  to  carry  out  instructions  of 
General-in-Chief  to  send  forward  recruits  early  in  the  morning.  I  sup- 
pose you  can  send  the  recruits  part  of  the  way  by  rail.  Cars  now  run 
to  within  2$  miles  of  Fairfax  Station.  Trains  leave  Alexandria  at  « 
and  9  a.  m. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SCHUYLER  HAMILTON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Military  Secretary. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  July  21,  1861. 

Brigadier-General  McDowell,  Commanding,  &c.  : 

It  is  known  that  a  strong  re- enforcement  left  Winchester  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  18th,  which  you  will  also  have  to  beat.  Four  new  regiments 
will  leave  to-day  to  be  at  Fairfax  Station  to-night.  Others  shall  follow 
to-morrow:  twice  the  number,  if  necessary. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


July  21, 1861. 

Major-General  MoClellan,  U.  S..A-,  Beverly,  Va.: 

I  sympathize  with  you  on  the  subject  of  Cox.  You  will  soon  redeem 
blunders,  and  so  will  McDowell.  Johnston  has  amused  Patterson  and 
re-enforced  Beauregard.  McDowell  is  this  forenoon  forcing  the  passage 
of  Bull  Bun.  In  two  hours  he  will  turn  the  Manassas  Junction  and 
storm  it  to-day  with  superior  force. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Centreville,  [July]  21, 1861. 

Colonel  Townsend  : 

Captain  Fry  writes  to  me  to  say,  "Telegraph  to  Washington :  Send 
on  immediately  all  the  troops  that  can  be  spared."  Colonel  Hunter  has 
just  arrived,  badly  wounded. 

D.  S.  MILES, 

Colonel. 

•8«ep.  307. 
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Fairfax  Oourt-House,  July  21, 1861—5.15  o'clock. 
General  Scott: 

I  am  directed  to  send  the  accompanying  dispatch  to  yon  or  to  deliver 
in  person. 

HAN  SCON. 


July  21-4  p.  m. 

it-General  Thomas: 

General  McDowell  wishes  all  the  troops  that  can  be  sent  from  Washington  to  oomo 
here  without  delay.  He  has  ordered  the  reserve  now  here  under  Colonel  Miles  to 
advance  to  the  bridge  over  Rail  Run,  on  the  Warrenton  road,  having  driven  the 
enemy  before  him.  Colonel  Miles  is  now  about  three  or  four  miles  from  here,  direct- 
ing operations  near  Blackburn's  Ford,  and  in  his  at>sence  I  communicate. 

G.  H.  MENDELL, 


July  21, 1861. 

General  McDowell's  army  in  full  retreat  through  Oentreville. 
The  day  is  lost   Save  Washington  and  the  remnants  of  this  army. 
All  available  troops  onght  to  be  thrown  forward  in  one  body. 
General  McDowell  is  doing  all  he  can  to  cover  the  retreat  Colonel 
Miles  is  forming  for  that  purpose,  lie  was  in  reserve  at  Oentreville. 
The  rooted  troops  will  not  reform. 

B.^S.^ALEXANDER, 


Washington,  D.  0.,  July  21,  1861—7  p.  m. 

Commanding  General  at  Baltimore  : 

Put  your  troops  on  the  alert.  Bad  news  from  McDowell's  army  not 
credited  by  me.  Shall  write  again  in  an  hour.  Doubt  whether  I  shall 
call  Delaware  regiment  here  or  order  it  to  Baltimore. 

WINFIELD  SOOTT. 


JULY  21,  1861-8  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Runyon: 

Of  the  regiments  which  crossed  the  river  this  morning  you  are  di- 
rected to  retain  two  for  the  defense  of  Alexandria.  It  is  now  known 
that  McDowell  has  rallied  his  army  at  or  about  Oentreville.  Conse- 
quently, you  will  send  forward  .the  two  regiments  to  support  the  rally. 
You  are  aware  that  Taylor's  regiment  was  Saturday  morning  at  Burke's 
Station,  Cannot  this  regiment  be  ordered  up  to  McDowell  alsot 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Headquarters  Army,  July  21,  1861. 
General  McDowell,  Fairfax  Court  House : 

Three  regiments— Woodbury's,  McCunn's,  and  another,  name  not 
known — are  at  Fairfax  Station. 

A  commissary  train  is  stopped  a  little  way  out  of  Alexandria  with  a 
drove  of  cattle.  Call  it  up,  if  you  mean  to  risk  a  stand :  but  under 
the  circumstances  it  seems  best  to  return  to  the  line  of  the  Potomac. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 
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Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

July  21, 1861—9  p.  m. 

General  McDowell,  Centreville: 

Besides  three  regiments  sent  you  by  General  Knnyon  from  the  reserve, 
four  regiments  have  crossed  the  river  to-day.  Two  of  the  latter  we 
know  have  reached  Fairfax  Station.  The  other  two  must  be  there  in  a 
few  minutes.  We  suppose  you  to  have  rallied  your  army  at  Centreville, 
or,  at  the  worst,  you  will  rally  at  Fairfax  Court-House  and  Fairfax  Sta- 
tion. We  know  that  you  and  your  experienced  officers  will  do  all  that 
is  proper  and  possible.  A  company  of  regulars  has  also  gone  over. 
Additional  re-enforcements  shall  follow  early  to-morrow.  We  are  not 
discouraged. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Fairfax,  July  21,  1861. 

General  McDowell  : 

I  have  learned  from  my  scouts  that  large  trees  are  felled  across  the 
turnpike  on  road  from  here  to  Alexandria.  Things  are  looking  ugly 
here. 

McCUNN. 


Fairfax  Court-House,  July  21, 1861—9.10  p.  m. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townsend  : 

We  are  reliably  informed  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  will  attack  us  on 
the  left  to-night. 

.us. 

D.  A.  WOODBURY, 
Colonel.  Commandina  \  Fourth  Michinan  Infantry] 


Fairfax  Station,  July  21, 1861—11.5. 

Lieutenant-General  Scott  : 

Orders  have  arrived  that  no  more  regiments  are  to  come  here  from 
Alexandria  to-night. 

I  have  placed  myself  in  best  position.  Have  removed  obstructions 
of  slide  from  railroad  track. 

1  have  no  communication  from  General  McDowell. 

I  am  guarding  the  roads  lest  a  surprise. 

Colonel  Woodbury  telegraphed  me  that  he  expects  an  attack  from 
cavalry.   What  shall  I  do  f 

McCUNtf, 
Thirty- SevenU.  New  York  Volunteers. 


Washington,  July  21, 1861—11.46  p.  m. 

Colonel  McCunn,  Fairfax  Station  : 

General  McDowell  is  at  Fairfax  Oourt-House,  where  he  will  try  to 
make  a  stand.  Communicate  with  him  there,  and  also  let  Colonel 
Woodbury  know. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 
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Washington,  July  21, 1861— [8  p.  m.]. 

Major-General  McClellan,  U.  8.  A.: 

McDowell  has  been  checked.  Come  down  to  the  Shenandoah  Valley 
with  such  troops  as  can  be  spared  from  Western  Virginia,  and  make 
head  against  the  enemy  in  that  quarter.  Banks  and  Dix  will  remain 
at  Baltimore,  which  is  liable  to  revolt 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Headquarters  Army,  Washington,  July  21, 186L 

CoL  Sickles,  Staten  Island,  N.  T. : 

Send  your  regiments  to  this  city  instead  of  Harper's  Ferry,  and  hurry 
them. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Alexandria,  July  21, 1861. 

Lieutenant  -  General  Scott  : 

General  McDowell  directs  me  to  ask  whether  I  shall  send  the  troops 
out  of  the  fortifications  t 

T.  RUNYON. 


Headquarters  Army,  July  21, 1861. 

General  Bunyon,  Alexandria,  Va.  : 

Send  forward  no  more  troops  from  Alexandria  during  the  night. 

W INFIELD  SCOTT. 


Headquarters  Army,  Washington,  July  21,  1861. 

General  Runyon,  Alexandria: 

Let  the  two  New  Jersey  regiments  remain  at  Fairfax  Station,  as  Gen- 
eral McDowell  must  know  they  are  there,  and  will  call  them  up  if  he 
needs  them. 

The  brig-of-war  Perry  will  be  towed  down  to  Alexandria  for  any 
assistance  she  can  render  with  her  battery. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


[July  21, 1861.] 

Hon.  A.  G.  Curtin,  Harrisburg: 

Get  your  regiments  at  Harrisburg,  Easton,  and  other  points  ready 
for  immediate  shipment.   Lose  no  time  preparing. 
Make  things  move  to  the  utmost. 

THOMAS  A.  SCOTT. 

To  Operator  : 

Under  no  circumstances  let  this  message  be  made  public. 

THOMAS  A.  SCOTT. 
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July  21, 1861. 

Governor  Cubtin,  Harriaburg : 

Forward  all  you  can  to-night   Transportation  will  be  provided  by 
Northern  Central  Company. 
Press  forward  all  available  forces. 

THOMAS  A.  SCOTT. 


[July  21, 1861.] 

Governor  Cubtin  : 

Do  not  lose  a  moraeut  in  sending  Wisconsin  and  yonr  own  regiments. 
Start  them  before  daylight  in  the  morning. 

THOMAS  A.  SCOTT. 


Hag  his  burg,  July  21, 1861. 

T.  A.  S.  (Col.  T.  A.  ScottI : 

One  regiment  left  for  Washington  noon ;  one  from  Pittsburgh  and 
one  from  West  Chester  have  just  arrived ;  one  from  Pittsburgh  and 
two  from  Easton  will  arrive  to  morrow ;  the  others  as  rapidly  as  can  be 
transported  to  and  from  this  place. 

The  three-months'  regiments  are  arriving  here  without  being  an- 
nounced or  any  preparation  for  them. 

Du  Barry  seems  hardly  to  know  what  to  do. 

Our  men  justly  complain  of  their  arms — those  that  came  and  those 
we  send  here.  They  complain  the  more,  as  a  Wisconsin  regiment  re- 
fused to  take  the  same  kind  of  arms,  and  the  colonel  went  to  Washing- 
ton, and  was  given  the  best  modern  arms. 

Will  you  not  use  your  influence  to  get  better  arms  for  these  three- 
years'  men  t 

A.  G.  CUBTIN, 

Governor. 


July  21, 1861. 

General  McDowell: 

Do  you  want  re-enforcements  at  Fairfax  Court-House?  There  are 
three  regiments  at  Fairfax  Station  on  the  railroad,  within  three  miles  of 
you;  and  we  have  another  regiment  loaded  on  cars  at  Springfield  Sta- 
tion, which  can  reach  you  in  three  hours,  if  you  say  send  them. 

We  also  have  a  regiment  at  the  railroad  station  in  Alexandria,  which 
can  reach  Fairfax  Court-House  in  four  hours. 

Give  instructions  immediately. 

THOMAS  A.  SCOTT. 


July  21, 1861. 

Sam.  D.  Young: 

If  any  troops  or  regiments  are  on  the  Cumberland  Valley  on  their  way 
to  Hagerstown,  tell  Lull  to  stop  them  at  first  station,  and  return  them 
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to  Baltimore  without  transshipment  This  is  the  wish  of  Commander-in- 
Chief. 

Keep  this  information  quiet.   Ascertain  and  report  movements. 
You  will  also  aid  with  cars,  and  other  facilities,  if  necessary,  at  Harris- 
burg  to  forward  troops  to  Washington. 

THOMAS  A.  SCOTT. 


Under  no  circumstances  let  this  message  be  made  public. 

T. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  July  21,  1861. 

Governor  Curtin,  Harrisburg,  Pa.  : 

Please  send  the  Wisconsin  regiment  at  Harrisburg  to  report  to  the 
general  at  Baltimore  instead  of  Harper's  Ferry.  Send  all  the  regiments 
at  Harrisburg  and  elsewhere  to  Baltimore. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


July  21, 1861. 

Commander  DAHLGREN,  Navy-Yard: 

Send  an  armed  vessel  at  once  to  Alexandria,  to  command  as  much  as 
possible  the  approaches  to  Alexandria. 

MANSFIELD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


July  21, 1861. 
Brigadier-General  McDowell,  at  Fair/ax  Court-House: 

By  General  Scott's  orders  I  send  yon  four  regiments,  brigaded  under 
Colonel  McCunn,  to  Fairfax  Station,  to  wit:  the  Thirty-seventh,  Colonel 
McOonn:  Fifteenth,  Colonel  Murphy;  Twenty-sixth,  Colonel  Christian; 
Twenty-nfth,  Colonel  Kerrigan. 

They  should  all  be  at  the  point  above  designated  by  6  p.  m. 

They  have  three  days'  supply  of  rations. 

MANSFIELD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


July  21, 1861. 

General  Runyon,  Alexandria  : 
Hold  my  two  last  regiments  at  Alexandria  and  man  your  lines. 
McDowell  is  on  the  retreat 

MANSFIELD, 

Brigadier- General 


Fairfax,  July  21, 1861—7.46  p.  m. 

General  Bun  yon,  Alexandria : 

I  reported  with  the  De  Kalb  regiment  at  Centreville  in  person  to  Gen- 
eral McDowell,  who  is  there  protecting  the  retreat  of  his  army  on  the 
right  flank. 
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The  First  and  Second  three-years'  New  Jersey  are  there.  The  First 
three-months'  and  Third  three-years'  New  Jersey  are  at  Fairfax  Station. 
General  McDowell  wishes  you  to  communicate  with  General  Scott 
whether  yon  will  take  any  of  the  regiments  out  of  the  forte. 

J.  B.  MULLIGAN. 


Beverly,  Va.,  July  22  [t],  1861. 

General  Winfibld  Scott: 

Your  telegraph  of  8  p.  m.  received.  I  am  much  pained  at  its  contents. 
My  three-months'  men  are  homesick  and  discontented  with  their  officers, 
and  determined  to  return  at  once.  When  I  suggested  the  Staunton 
movement  I  expected  these  regiments  to  unite  in  it  I  should  be  com- 
pelled to  fight  the  enemy  now  ascertained  in  force  at  Monterey,  and 
should  reach  Staunton  without  men  enough  to  accomplish  much.  Mc- 
Dowell's check  would  greatly  increase  my  difficulties  and  render  numer- 
ous detachments  necessary  to  keep  open  my  communications  and  pro- 
tect my  flanks.  How  would  it  meet  your  views  were  I  to  leave,  say,  four 
regiments  at  Hut  tons  vi)  lc  and  in  the  strong  position  of  Cheat  Mountain, 
one  at  Beverly,  one  at  Bulltown,  and  send  two  or  three  and  a  better 
general  to  re-enforce  Cox,  then  move  with  the  rest  by  railroad  to  New 
Creek,  on  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  and  effect  a  junction  with  Pat 
terson  near  Jamesburg,  on  the  road  from  New  Creek  to  Charlestown  f 
With  this  force,  in  addition  to  snch  State  troops  as  Pennsylvania  can 
furnish,  we  should  be  able  either  to  defeat  Johnston  or  separate  him 
from  Beauregard,  and,  connecting  with  McDowell,  fight  them  in  detail. 
I  shall  know  early  to-morrow  the  exact  condition  of  the  three-years'  regi- 
ments now  in  Ohio  and  Indiana.  Dependin  g  upon  that  information ,  1  can 
join  Patterson  with  probably  fifteen  thousand  men  besides  such  as  Penn- 
8yl van  i  a  can  furnish .  The  time  req  uired  would  be  about  seven  days,  per- 
haps six,  from  the  day  on  which  I  receive  your  orders  until  the  junction 
with  Patterson  at  Jamesburg.  This,  though  not  so  brilliant  a  plan  as  a 
movement  on  Staunton ,  appears  to  me  the  sounder  and  safer  one.  What- 
ever your  instructions  may  be,  I  will  do  my  best  to  carry  them  out.  I 
will  suspend  all  further  preparations  for  my  projected  movement  on 
Kanawha  until  I  hear  from  yon.   Please  reply  by  telegraph  at  once. 

GEO.  B.  MoCLELLAN, 
Major-General,  U.  8.  Army, 


Washington,  July  22, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  MoClellan,  Orafton,  Va. : 

General  A.  S.  Johnston,  of  the  Confederate  Army,  is  marching  with  a 
large  force  into  Northwestern  Virginia.  The  operator  at  Grafton  will 
get  this  message  to  General  McClellan  wherever  he  may  be. 

JNO.  8.  OABLILE. 


Headquarters,  July  22, 1861—1  a.  m. 
General  MoClellan,  Beverly,  Va.  : 

After  fairly  beating  the  enemy,  and  taking  three  of  his  batteries,  a 
panic  seized  McDowell's  army,  and  it  is  in  full  retreat  on  the  Potomac 
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A  most  unaccountable  transformation  in  to  a  mob  of  a  finely-appointed 
and  admirably-led  army.  Five  regiments  have  been  ordered  to  join 
you  from  Ohio.  Brigadier-General  Beynolds  has  been  commissioned 
and  ordered  to  report  to  yon.  Remaiu  in  your  present  command  instead 
of  going  to  the  Valley  of  the  Shenandoah. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Adjutant-General's  Office, 
Washington,  D.  0.,  July  22, 1861. 

General  George  B.  MoClell an,  Beverly,  Va, : 

Circumstances  make  your  presence  here  necessary.  Charge  Roso- 
cnnia  or  some  other  general  with  your  present  department  and  come 
hither  without  delay. 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant- General. 

Fairfax  Station,  July  22, 1861—12.15  a.  m. 

General  Scott: 

I  have  my  own  regiment,  700;  Colonel  Taylor's  New  Jersey,  825; 
Colonel  Johnson's  New  Jersey,  560. 

I  have  heard  no  firing  so  far  as  I  can  hear.   Panic  is  unabated. 

I  have  sent  an  aide  to  General  McDowell  two  hours  and  a  half  since; 
he  has  not  returned. 

I  will  dispatch  another,  and  inform  you  at  once. 

One  has  returned. 

McCUNN. 


Alexandria,  July  22, 1861. 

Hon.  S.  Cameron: 

Sir:  There  are  about  seven  thousand  men  here  without  officers. 
Nothing  but  confusion.   Please  tell  me  what  I  shall  do  with  my  regi- 

J.  B.  KERRIGAN, 
Colonel  Twenty-fifth  New  York  Volunteers. 


Monday,  July  22,  1861— a.  m. 

General  Run  yon,  Alexandria,  Va. : 

Consult  engineers,  and  strengthen  the  garrisons  of  Forts  Ellsworth, 
Runyon,  and  Albany.  Similar  instructions  are  given#  in  respect  to 
Fort  Corcoran.  Some  regiments  besides  the  garrisons  will  be  halted  on 
that  side  of  the  river;  the  number  to  be  determined  by  General  Mans- 
field or  General  McDowell,  when  the  troops  arrive  from  the  interior. 

WiNFIELD  SCOTT. 


July  22,  1861. 

Captain  Mott,  Chain  Bridge  : 
Send  out  a  man  to  Richardson  and  require  him  to  march  in  in  order. 


•  To  Col.  Andrew  Porter. 

48  R  R— VOL  n 
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Order  the  Sixth  Maine  to  keep  these  demoralized  troops  oat  of 
camp. 

Order  Richardson  not  to  let  his  men  leave  camp. 

MANSFIELD, 


July  22,  1861. 

General  Bunyon,  Alexandria : 

Why  do  the  regiments  I  sent  to  you  yesterday  return  so  precipitately 
to  Alexandria  without  a  shot  f 
Stop  this  stampede. 

MANSFIELD, 
Brigadier-  General. 


July  22,  1861. 

General  Bunyon,  Alexandria: 

Put  an  officer  in  charge  and  sentinels  at  the  wharf,  and  forbid  the 
volunteers  leaving  the  city. 

There  are  two  hundred  pounds  of  boiled  pork  in  the  commissary 
there. 

MANSFIELD, 
Brigadier- General 


Headquarters  Army,  July  22,  1861. 

Colonel  McOunn,  Thirty  seventh  New  York,  Fairfax  Station  : 

Come  in  with  the  regiments  with  yon  and  Colonel  Woodbury  to  your 
camps  in  Washington. 

W INFIELD  SCOTT. 


Alexandria,  July  22, 1861. 

Col.  T.  A.  Scott: 

General  Scott's  last  instructions  to  me  last  night,  before  I  retreated, 
was  to  retire  to  our  camps  in  Washington. 
Is  this  order  to  be  respected! 

MoCUNN. 

(Indorsement.) 

He  evidently  meant  to  the  lines  of  the  Potomac,  to  cover  retreat,  pro- 
tected by  the  forts,  of  the  straggling  army  of  McDowell,  which  is  now 
coming  in. 

T.  A.  8. 


July  22—2.30  a.  m. 

General  Mansfield,  Arlington,  Chain  Bridge,  or  Alexandria: 

McDowell  is  sending  his  retreating  army  to  the  Potomac.  Allow  me 
to  suggest  that  you  man  all  the  forts  and  prevent  soldiers  from  passing 
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over  to  the  city ;  their  arrival  here  would  produce  a  panic  on  this  side 
and  cause  more  trouble. 

The  enemy  is  still  pressing  McDowell,  and  you  need  every  man  in  the 
forts  to  save  the  city. 

Now  is  your  time  for  effectual  service. 

THOMAS  A.  SCOTT. 


Fort  Corcoran,  July  22, 1861—10.11. 

Adjutant-General  : 

I  have  this  moment  ridden  in  [with],  I  hope,  the  rear  men  of  my  brig- 
ade, which,  in  common  with  our  whole  Army,  has  sustained  a  terrible 
defeat  and  has  degenerated  into  an  armed  mob. 

I  know  not  if  I  command,  but  at  this  moment  I  will  act  as  such,  and 
shall  consider  as  addressed  to  me  the  dispatch  of  the  Secretary  of  this 
date. 

I  propose  to  strengthen  the  garrisons  of  Fort  Corcoran,  Fort  Ben- 
nett, the  redoubt  on  Arlington  road,  and  the  block-houses;  and  to  aid 
me  in  stopping  the  flight.  I  ask  you  to  order  the  ferry  to  transport  no 
one  across  without  my  orders  or  those  of  some  superior. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

Colonel  (lommandina. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army. 

Washington,  July  22, 1861—0.30  p.  m. 

Major-General  McClellan,  U.  S.  A.,  Beverly,  Va.: 

Bring  no  troops  with  you.  The  successor  in  the  Ohio  Department 
may  need  them  all  in  Western  Virginia,  including  the  Ave  new  regiments 
from  Ohio  in  addition,  and  others  probably  from  Indiana. 

WINF1ELD  SCOTT. 


Headquarters  Army,  July  22, 1861. 
Brigadier-General  McDowell,  U.  S.  A,  Arlington,  Va. : 

Captain  Wright,  Engineers,  is  detached  from  your  department  Send 
another  engineer  in  his  place. 

For  the  garrison  of  the  forts  and  their  support,  fifteen  regiments  and 
such  field  batteries  as  you  deem  necessary  will  be  retained  in  your  de- 
partment. The  General-in-Chief  desires  you  to  send  over  to  this  side  all 
the  remaining  troops  and  all  the  wagons  and  teams  not  absolutely 
needed  for  your  purposes. 

Send  in  the  wagons  all  the  camp  equipage  not  required  by  your  fifteen 
regiments.  £  D  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General 


Headquarters  Army,  July  22, 1861. 
General  McDowell,  U.  S.  A.,  Arlington: 
General  8cott  says  it  is  not  intended  you  should  reduce  your  com 
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mand  to  the  minimum  number  of  regiments  mentioned  by  him  (fifteen) 
to-day,  but  if  the  enemy  will  permit,  you  can  take  to-morrow  or  even  the 
next  day  for  the  purpose. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND. 


Headquarters  Army,  July  22, 1861. 

Colonel  McCuNN,  Alexandria: 

The  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  of  companies  and  regiments 
should  collect  their  men  and  keep  them  together  as  well  as  they  can. 
A  few  of  each  regiment  will  soon  form  a  body  for  all  to  rally  on,  and 
the  place  where  provisions  are  issued  to  a  regiment  will  be  the  best 
point  to  collect  its  men  if  issue  is  made  there  to  men  of  no 
ment  A  drum  or  bugle  at  such  points  will  attract  the  men. 
Eespectfully, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department,  July  22, 1861. 
Moses  H.  Grinnell,  Simeon  Draper,  Alexander  Hamilton,  Jr.: 
Gentlemen  :  In  reply  to  your  telegram  will  say,  cheer  our  friends  to 
active  exertions,  in  order  that  we  may  speedily  retrieve  our  misfortune 
of  yesterday.  We  are  making  most  vigorous  efforts  to  concentrate  a 
large  and  irresistible  army  at  this  point  Regiments  are  arriving,  and 
many  have  left  for  the  capital.  Our  works  on  the  south  bank  of  Po- 
tomac are  impregnable,  being  well  manned  with  re-enforcements.  The 
capital  is  safe. 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department,  July  22, 1861. 

0.  A.  Stetson,  Astor  House,  New  York: 

In  reply  to  your  dispatch,  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say  that  our  loss 
is  much  less  than  was  at  first  represented,  and  the  troops  have  reached 
the  forts  in  much  better  condition  than  we  expected.  The  Department 
is  making  vigorous  exertions  to  concentrate  at  this  point  an  overwhelm- 
ing force,  and  the  response  from  all  quarters  has  been  truly  patriotic. 
A  number  of  regiments  have  arrived  since  last  evening.  There  is  no 
danger  of  the  capital  nor  of  the  Repubhc. 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Washington,  July  22, 1861. 

T.  A.  Soott  : 

Shall  I  allow  anything  to  go  forward  this  morning  t   

B.  P.  SNYDER. 

You  may  allow  messages  to  go  East,  in  substance  what  General  Scott 
stated  to  McClellan  by  cipher  message;*  but  do  not  give  it  official  from 
or  refer  to  the  General. 
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Our  loss,  by  officers  just  from  rear  of  column,  is  estimated  at  from 
2,500  to  3,000.  All  beyond  that  we  believe  to  be  exaggeration.  The 
retreat  was  covered  by  a  good  steady  column,  and  the  forts  on  south 
bank  of  Potomac  are  all  strongly  re-enforced  with  fresh  troops. 

T.  A.  S. 


Fort  McHbnry,  Baltimore,  July  22, 1861. 
Lieutenant-General  Scott,  Washington: 

Only  the  Wisconsin  and  two  regiments  from  Pennsylvania,  the  First 
and  the  Fourth,  have  arrived.  All  of  them  yesterday  and  to-day.  I 
think  they  are  all  needed  here. 

General  Banks  has  gone  to  persuade  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  Regi- 
ment to  stay,  their  time  having  expired.  He  goes  to  Harper's  Ferry 
to  morrow  morning. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General 


Washington,  July  22, 1861. 

Colonel  Soott: 

Please  ascertain  quickly  if  General  McOlellan's  dispatch  of  last  night,* 
containing  three  hundred  and  twenty  words,  was  delivered  to  General 
Scott  before  he  sent  the  dispatch  sent  in  cipher  to  him  last  night  by  Mr. 
Westerveltt  Important. 

B.  P.  SNYDER. 

The  long  message  was  not  received  until  after  cipher  message  had 
gone. 

T.  A.  SCOTT. 


July  23, 18G1. 

General  Run  yon,  Alexandria: 

Is  the  citizen  steamer  on  the  line  to  Alexandria  Y  I  have  understood 
there  was  so  great  a  rush  of  men  on  board  from  your  wharf  they  would 
not  go  back  again. 

Can  you  not  put  a  guard  strong  enough  to  preserve  order  there  f 

This  boat  is  quite  a  convenience  to  us  and  the  public. 

The  passage  of  all  men  properly  authorized  to  go  on  board  will  be 
paid. 

MANSFIELD, 
Brigadier- General. 


July  23, 1861. 

Captain  Mott,  Chain  Bridge : 

Liberate  ail  the  stragglers  you  have,  and  direct  them  to  their  respect 
ive  camps  this  side  of  the  Potomac. 

•  Pago  752,  ~r  Probably  that  on  p.  752. 
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If  you  have  sick  and  wounded  that  cannot  walk,  I  will  send  ambu- 
lance*. Give  them  ample  bread  for  their  breakfast,  and  make  out  extra 
returns  to  cover  the  issue  from  your  stores. 

We  are  all  amply  able  to  whip  the  enemy  if  he  will  give  us  a  chance 
here. 

MANSFIELD, 
Brigadier-  General 


Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

Washington,  July  23, 1861. 

Brigadier-General  McDowell,  Arlington: 

An  Ohio  volunteer,  who  left  Centreville  at  9  o'clock  yesterday  morn- 
ing, walked  to  this  place,  aud  did  not  see  an  enemy.  May  you  not  profit 
by  this,'  and  send  oat  for  our  wounded  and  stragglers!  It  is  reported 
that  Mr.  Jefferson  Davis,  or  the  enemy,  is  advancing  upon  your  lines. 
This  is  possible.  Bally  and  compact  your  troops  to  meet  any  emer- 
gency.   

WLNFIELD  SCOTT. 


Headquarters  op  the  Army, 
Washington,  July  23,  1861—11.30  a.  m. 

Brigadier-General  McDowell,  Arlington: 

The  General  in  Chief  directs  that  you  have  a  suitable  escort  at  the 
Georgetown  Ferry  at  one  o'clock  to  day  to  meet  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  accompany  him  throughout  lines  to  visit  the  troops. 

The  General  also  directs  that  after  this  service  is  performed  all  the 
companies  of  cavalry  except  two  be  sent  over  to  this  side  the  river  and 
report  to  General  Mansfield. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General 


Headquarters  .op  the  Army, 

Washington,  July  23, 1861. 

Brigadier-General  McDowell,  Commanding,  <6c.,  Arlington,  Va. : 

Ool.  E.  D.  Keyes  sends  word  he  is  at  Ohio  camps  with  the  well  part 
of  his  brigade.  Twenty-five  wagons  with  provisions  have  just  been 
sent  forward. 

He  wants  well  men  of  Ohio  regiments  and  Second  New  York  to  be 
sent  to  him  to  help  load  their  knapsacks  and  camp  equipage  into 
wagons.  He  will  protect  them.  There  are  no  more  than  twenty-five 
wagons  can  be  sent  from  here.  The  General-in-Chief  desires  you  to  des- 
ignate as  soon  as  possible  the  regiments  to  remain  on  other  side.  Keep 
none  but  long-term  volunteers. 

By  command  of  General  Scott : 

SCHUYLER  HAMILTON. 
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Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Department  op  Annapolis, 
No.  10.  f  Fort  McHenry,  July  23,  1861. 

By  orders  received  from  the  headquarters  of  the  Army,  Maj.  Gen.  N. 
P.  Banks  relinquishes  the  command  of  this  department 
By  order  of  General  N.  P.  Banks: 

ROBT.  WILLIAMS, 


General  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Department  op  Annapolis, 

No.  11.  J  J5Wt  McHenry,  July  23,  1861. 

Pursuant  to  General  Orders,  No.  46,  from  the  headquarters  of  the 
Army.  Maj  or- General  Dix  assumes  command  of  the  Department  of  An- 
napolis, to  be  hereafter  called  the  Department  of  Maryland. 

•  •••••• 

By  order  of  Major-General  Dix : 

L.  H.  PELOUZB, 
Captain)  Fifteenth  Infantry)  A.  A.  0. 


Beverly,  Va.,  July  23,  1861. 

Col.  B.  D.  Town  send  : 

I  leave  in  the  morning.  Will  reach  the  railroad  (forty-eight  miles) 
to-morrow,  and  thence  per  railroad  without  delay  to  Washington.  I 
have  given  the  necessary  directions  for  the  disposition  of  the  troops  in 
this  region  to  fortify  Cheat  Mountain  and  Parkersburg  and  Winchester 
pike,  in  advance  of  Cheat  River.  Rosecrans  is  left  in  command  and 
will  at  once  go  to  Kanawha.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  Johnston  will 
move  on  Grafton,  and  provide  accordingly. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major  •  General. 


Grafton,  July  24,  1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSEND,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Cheat  River  region  is  stripped  of  troops  except  one  regiment.  One, 
diverted  from  Huttons ville,  went  to  Oakland  last  night  Two  more, 
ordered  from  Beverly,  will  reach  there  to  morrow  evening.  A  telegram 
from  Governor  Morton  announced  the  Twelfth  and  Sixteenth  Indiana 
has  left  Indianapolis  for  Washington  without  orders  from  the  Depart- 
ment. 

I  have  telegraphed  Governor  Morton  troops  are  wanted  here  to  clear 
Cheat  River.   You  all  see  the  necessity  if  the  enemy  is  enterprising. 
Please  reply  as  soon  as  possible. 

W.  S.  ROSECRANS. 
Brigadier- General,  U.  8,  Army. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Maryland, 

Fort  McHenry^  July  24,  1861—0  p.  m. 

OoL  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  of  tlce  Army; 

Colonel  :  I  annex  a  list  of  the  regiments  whose  term  of  service  is 
about  to  expire  and  of  those  who  are  mustered  for  three  years.  Geu- 


Digitized  by  Google 


760 


OPERATIONS  IN  MI).,  PA.,  VA.,  AND  W.  VA.       [Chat.  EL 


eral  Banks  persuaded  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  to  remain  till  August  2. 
I  have  been  to  the  encampment  of  the  Twenty-second  Pennsylvania, 
whose  terra  expired  yesterday,  and  the  men  consent  to  continue  in  serv- 
ice a  week  longer.  The  Thirteenth  New  York  resolved  unanimously 
this  morning  to  go  home  to  morrow.  I  have  just  returned  from  their 
camp,  and  by  the  most  urgent  remonstrances  and  by  strong  appeals 
have  induced  them  to  stay  another  week. 

By  August  2  there  will  not  be  one  of  the  eight  first-named  regiments 
in  the  annexed  list  left  I  shall  have  only  the  last  three  regiments  on 
the  list  remaining.  I  must  urge  the  immediate  re-enforcement  of  the 
troops  under  my  command.  There  ought  to  be  ten  thousand  men  here 
and  at  Annapolis.  I  would  not  venture  to  respond  for  the  quietude  of 
the  department  with  a  smaller  number. 

The  late  reverse  at  Manassas  has  brought  out  manifestations  of  a  most 
hostile  and  vindictive  feeling  in  Annapolis,  as  well  as  iu  Baltimore. 
Major-General  Banks,  on  the  evening  of  my  arrival  here,  asked,  at  my 
suggestion,  for  four  hundred  cavalry.  They  would,  for  the  special  serv- 
ice required,  be  equal  to  a  full  regiment  of  infantry.  I  hope  they  may 
be  furnished  without  delay.  It  is  understood  that  a  regiment  of  cavalry 
leaves  New  York  to-morrow.  Can  I  have  a  detachment  of  three  or  four 
companies  from  this  regiment,  with  a  field  officer  f 

I  will  see  to  the  immediate  protection  of  the  bridges  in  all  directions. 

The  Sixth  New  York,  at  Annapolis  and  the  Junction,  has  been  in 
service  more  than  three  months.  It  was  put  on  duty  in  detachments  on 
its  arrival  at  Annapolis,  and  was  not  mustered  for  a  month  afterwards. 
The  men  are  dissatisfied,  and  to  some  extent  demoralized.  They  might 
be  willing  to  remain  if  they  could  be  sent  to  Washington  and  another 
regiment  substituted  for  them.  They  contend  that  their  term  of  service 
is  ended  now. 

I  understand  there  is  a  Home  Guard  in  Philadelphia.   Could  it  not 
be  put  on  the  bridges  between  that  city  and  Baltimore  f  It  would,  no 
doubt,  be  sent  on  at  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

^      ^KmN  A.  DIX, 

[tneloanre.] 


William  D.  Lewi*. . 
Potor  fell 
T.  O. 
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Headquarters  Department  op  Maryland, 

Fort  McHenry,  July  24,  1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  1  received  your  confidential  dispatch  last  evening,  with  the  let- 
ter inclosed,  concerning  the  "  Winans  arms."*  Major-General  Banks 
doubts  the  fact  stated,  and  thinks  that  a  search  would  excite  a  great 
deal  of  feeling  among  the  Roman  Catholics.  I  sent  for  a  special  agent 
of  the  police,  and  directed  him  to  station  policemen  by  night  and  day 
near  the  only  two  nunneries,  as  he  thinks,  in  the  city,  and  keep  them 
in  constant  supervision.  If  they  are  entered  by  any  unusual  number  of 
persons,  or  if  any  attempt  is  made  to  move  the  arms  in  case  they  are 
secreted  there,  as  conjectured,  the  whole  police  force,  aided  by  the  mili- 
tary, will  be  called  out.  In  half  an  hour  two  regiments  can  be  concen- 
trated at  either  point.  In  the  mean  time,  if  any  circumstance  occurs  to 
confirm  suspicion,  I  will  not  hesitate  a  moment  to  institute  a  thorough 
examination  of  the  premises. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Maryland, 

Fort  McHenry,  July  24,  1861. 

Gen.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Forces }  Fort  Monroe,  Va, : 

General  :  The  following  telegram  has  just  been  received  at  these 
headquarters : 

War  Department,  July  24,  18G1. 

Major-General  Dix,  U.  8.  A. : 

Tnwnit  this  telegram  to  Major-General  Butler,  U.  8.  forcee,  Fort  Monroe,  by  the 
first  steamer : 

"  By  the  first  line  of  steamers  running  between  Fort  Monroe  and  Baltimore,  and  the 
railroad  from  Baltimore,  send  to  this  place,  without  fail,  in  three  days,  four  regiments 
and  a  half  of  long-term  volunteers,  including  Baker's  regiment  and  a  half. 

"  WINFIELD  SCOTT." 

I  am,  very  respeetfnlly,  your  obedient  servant,  ^  ^  ^ 

Major-General)  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  \         Hdqrs.  Department  of  Virginia, 

No.  186.        i  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  July  24, 1801. 

The  troops  at  Gamp  Hamilton,  in  command  of  Golonel  Duryea,  and 

at  CampGreble,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Baker,  except  the  New 

York  regiment,  will,  at  the  earliest  possible  time  in  the  morning,  strike 

and  pack  their  tents  and  prepare  to  march. 

•  •••••  • 

By  order  Benjamin  P.  Butler,  major-general,  commanding : 

P.  HAGGERTYj 
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Headquarters  Army,  July  25, 1861. 
General  McDowell,  U.  S.  A.,  Arlington: 

General  Scott  says  be  hears  some  of  your  regiments  are  too  far  ad- 
vanced, particularly  between  Little  River  tnrnpike  and  old  Fairfax 
road,  being  three  to  Ave  miles  oat.  Examine  carefully  that  part  of 
your  linej  draw  the  troops  nearer  in  before  dark,  and  strengthen  it  by 
opproxinintion. 

B.  D.  TOWNSEND. 


Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

Washington,  July  25, 1861. 

General  Dix,  Commanding,  dr.,  Baltimore : 

Of  the  four  and  a  half  regiments  long-term  volunteers,  which  will  be 
up  at  Baltimore  Friday  night,  retain  two  and  send  hither  the  remaining 
two  and  a  half,  including  Baker's  regiment  and  a  half.  I  have  just 
learned  that  the  Northern  Central  Railroad  from  Baltimore  is  without 
protection,  the  Pennsylvania  troops  guarding  it  being  discharged.  Look 
to  the  security  of  that  road.  I  ask  your  attention  to  Annapolis  and  the 
railroad  leading  to  it,  as  in  a  possible  case  we  may  again  be  thrown 
upon  that  line  of  communication  with  the  North. 

W INFIELD  SCOTT. 


General  Orders,  >     Hdqrs.  Army  op  Occupation  W.  Va., 
No.  L  (  Qrafton,  July  25, 1861. 

1.  By  authority  of  the  War  Department,  Major-General  McClellan  has 
been  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Ohio  and 
ordered  to  Washington.  The  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Ohio, 
of  which  the  Army  of  Occupation  Western  Virginia  is  a  part,  devolves 
upon  Brigadier-General  Rosecrans,  U.  8.  Army,  who  assumes  the  com- 

TilftTltl. 

2.  The  first  brigade  of  the  Army  of  Occupation  will,  until  further 
orders,  consist  of  the  Thirteenth,  Fourteenth,  and  Fifteenth  Indiana 
and  Third  Ohio  Regiments,  BurdsaPs  cavalry,  and  Loomis'  battery,  to 
which  will  also  be  attached  the  depot  of  Beverly,  consisting  of  the  Sixth 
Ohio,  detachments  of  First  and  Second  Virginia  Regiments,  and  Brack- 
en's cavalry. 

3.  The  second  brigade  will  consist  of  the  Seventh,  Tenth,  Thirteenth, 
Seventeenth  Ohio,  Mack's  battery,  and  Schambeck's  cavalry. 

4.  The  third  brigade  will  consist  of  the  Ninth  and  Fourth  Ohio,  and 
Howe's  battery,  and  continue,  until  farther  orders,  under  command  of 
Col.  Robert  L.  McCook,  U.  S.  Volunteer  Infantry. 

5.  The  fourth,  consisting  of  the  First  and  Second  Kentucky,  Eleventh 
and  Twelfth  Ohio  Regiments,  U.  a  Volunteer  Infantry,  the  Nineteenth, 
Twenty-first,  and  portions  of  the  Eighteenth  and  Twenty-second  Ohio 
Volunteer  Militia,  the  Ironton  Cavalry,  and  such  others  as  may  here- 
after be  attached,  will  be  called  the  "  Brigade  of  the  Kanawha,"  and 
will  be  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Cox,  U.  8.  Volunteer  Infantry. 

6.  The  brigadier  general  commanding  desires  all  officers  and  soldiers 
under  his  command  to  be  animated  by  the  true  spirit  of  the  soldier. 
Let  us  remember  that  only  by  patient  training,  watchfulness,  and  care 
may  we  expect  to  roll  back  the  tide  which  has  for  the  moment  checked 
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our  onwaru  movement  lor  tne  restoration  ot  law  ana  oraer.  ana  witn 
them  peace  and  all  its  blessings. 

By  order  Brig.  Gen.  W.  8.  Rosecrans : 

C.  KINGSBURY,  Jr.,  A.  A.  A.  0. 


General  Orders,  \     Hdqrs.  Army  op  Occupation  W.  Va., 
No.  2.  f  Orafton,  Va.,  July  25,  1801. 

L  The  region  within  the  department  watered  by  Lower  Ty  part's  Vol- 
ley and  Cheat  Rivers  will,  until  further  orders,  constitute  a  military 
district,  to  be  called  the  «<  District  of  Cheat  River." 

II.  Col.  Charles  J.  Biddle,  First  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  is  hereby 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  District  of  Cheat  River.  The  daily  and 
other  reports,  required  by  the  Army  Regulations,  will  be  rendered  to  his 
headquarters  and  by  him  to  these  headquarters. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Rosecrans,  U.  8.  Army,  command- 
ing  department! 

C.  KING8BURY,  Jr., 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  Qeneral. 


General  Orders,  )        War  Dep't,  Adjt.  Gen.'s  Office, 

No.  47.  *  Washington,  July  25,  1801. 

I.  There  will  be  added  to  the  Department  of  the  Shenandoah  the 
counties  of  Washington  and  Alleghany,  in  Maryland,  and  such  other 
parts  of  Virginia  as  may  be  covered  by  the  Army  in  its  operations;  and 
there  will  be  added  to  the  Department  of  Washington  the  counties  of 
Prince  George,  Montgomery,  and  Frederick. 

The  remainder  of  Maryland  and  all  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware  will 
constitute  the  Department  of  Pennsylvania;  headquarters,  Baltimore. 

The  Department  of  Washington  and  the  Department  of  Northeastern 

Virginia  will  constitute  a  geographical  division,  under  Major-General 

McClellan,  U.  8.  Army;  headquarters,  Washington. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

By  order: 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant'  General. 

Headquarters  Department  op  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  Fa.,  July  26,  1801. 

Lieutenant-General  Scott  : 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  orders  directing  four  and  one-half  regiments  to  be 
sent  to  Washington,  via  Baltimore,  were  received  at  2  o'clock  this  morn- 
ing. Believing  that  the  exigency  required  promptness.  I  have  sent  for- 
ward the  California  regiment.  Colonel  Baker,  and  the  Third,  Fourth,  and 
Fifth  Regiments  New  York  Volunteers,  making  an  aggregate  force  of 
about  four  thousand  men.  These  regiments  are  among  the  very  best  I 
have,  and,  with  the  exception  of  their  equipments,  will  compare  favor- 
ably with  any  other  volunteers  in  the  service. 

The  General  will  perceive  that  this  reduction  of  my  forces  here  leaves 
it  impossible  to  take  up  or  hold  any  advanced  position.  Newport  News, 
where  I  have  an  intrenched  camp,  and  a  very  important  point  in  my 
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judgment,  will  be  in  great  danger  of  attack  from  York  town  and  War- 
wick, where  the  Confederates  are  now  concentrating  troops  across  James 
River  from  Smithfleld  to  Warwick. 

From  the  very  best  sources  of  information  I  can  get  there  are  about 
eight  thousand  men  at  York  town,  and  some  ten  thousand  at  Norfolk 
and  vicinity.  Might  I  suggest  that  we  here  now  are  too  few  for  safety, 
unless  under  the  guns  of  the  fort,  and  too  many  for  comfort  or  health 
even  within  the  fort  t 

Would  it  not  be  better,  if  no  offensive  movement  is  intended  from  this 
quarter,  to  withdraw  three  regiments  and  a  light  battery,  which  I  have 
just  mounted,  leaving  about  two  thousand  men  for  a  garrison,  which  I 
remember  the  Commanding  General  remarked  would  be  a  sufficient 
number  f 

I  ask  direction  upon  the  point  whether  I  shall  hold  Newport  News  or 
withdraw  the  troops  from  it  It  will  be  at  once  occupied  by  the  enemy 
when  we  leave  it.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  Vermont  regiment  will 
be  entitled  to  return  home  in  a  week  from  date.  I  trust  my  action  will 
meet  the  approval  of  the  Commanding  General. 

I  have  now  no  brigadier,  and  my  senior  colonels,  with  the  exception 
of  Colonel  Phelps,  who  will  be  away  by  limitation  ox  time  in  a  few  days, 
are  with  the  withdrawing  regiments.  . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 


Habpeb's  Febby.— (Received  July  26,  1861.) 

Colonel  Townsend  : 

Received  dispatch.  Twenty  thousand  men  is  the  least  force  that  can 
hold  this  place  against  a  probable  attack.  There  are  three  points  that 
must  be  held — Loudoun  Heights,  Maryland  Heights,  and  the  plateau 
beyond  the  village  of  Bolivar  that  commands  the  road  to  Winchester. 
If  the  enemy  has  possession  of  either  one,  it  will  command  the  town.  If 
attacked  with  our  present  force  we  shall  secure  the  Maryland  Heights, 
which  will  make  the  town  absolutely  untenable  by  the  enemy  and  cover 
our  line  of  communication.  Orders  have  been  sent  to  Hagerstown  to 
have  the  stores  ready  for  removal  if  attack  is  threatened  in  that  direction. 
We  are  sending  as  far  as  convenient  the  regimental  wagons  across  the 
ferry  for  safety.  No  indications  of  a  movement  of  the  enemy  is  seen 
here,  but  various  reports  of  his  intentions. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  local  cavalry  scouts  are  busy  in  impressing 
men  into  service  of  the  rebels,  but  that  is  all  we  know  with  oertainty. 
The  remaining  three  months*  force  is  unreliable. 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major  General,  Commanding. 


Washington,  July  26, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banes,  Commanding,  &o.,  Harper's  Ferry : 

Your  telegram  of  July  26  to  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward  received.*   I  am 
desired  to  answer  it. 

Your  post  is  in  no  particular  danger  for  the  next  three  or  five  days. 
In  the  mean  time  I  will  try  to  re-enforce  you  to  the  number  of  twenty  or 

twenty-one  regiments.   

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

•  Not  found. 
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Major-General  Banks,  U.  S.  A.,  Harper's  Ferry,  Va.: 

I  have  ordered  Captain  Newton  back  to  you.  I  do  not  ask  that  yon 
shall  attempt  to  hold  Harper's  Ferry  at  a  great  hazard  even  after  being 
largely  re  enforced.  With  less  than  15,000  men,  and  a  probability  of 
being  attacked  by  20,000.  it  may  be  better  to  cross  the  Potomac  and 
take  np  position  on  Maryland  Heights  and  opposite  to  Leesbnrg.  Give 

me  your  views.   

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  July  27,  1861. 

Lieutenant-General  SCOTT : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  by  adding  four  steamers  of  my 
own  to  the  steamers  furnished  by  the  Bay  Line  I  was  enabled  to  get  off 
the  forces  mentioned  in  my  report  of  yesterday,  with  the  exception  of 
four  hundred  men,  who  go  forward  in  the  boat  to-night  I  have  been 
obliged  to  abandon  the  village  of  Hampton  and  withdraw  the  regiments 
that  I  have  here  under  the  walls  of  the  fort  I  beg  leave  further  to  re- 
port that  upon  advising  with  Colonel  Phelps  I  have  concluded  to  hold 
Newport  News  until  I  get  instructions  from  the  General  Commanding. 
I  have  also  the  honor  to  ask  instructions  as  to  the  disposition  to  be  made 
of  some  twenty -five  prisoners  that  I  have  taken — some  in  conveying  in- 
telligence to  the  enemy  ;  some  in  supplying  them  with  provisions,  and 
all  of  whom  refuse  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  or  take  it  with  reser- 
vation. I  have  no  power  to  try  them ;  it  would  be  dangerous  to  allow 
them  to  escape,  and  I  am  guarding  and  feeding  them  at  Fort  Calhoun. 

It  becomes  my  duty  to  report  that  Colonel  Duryea,  commanding  Fifth 
New  York  Regiment,  took  with  him  certain  negro  slaves  to  Washington. 
They  are  reported  nine  in  number.  This  was  done  against  my  express 
orders,  and  after  a  portion  of  them  had  been  detained  by  my  provost- 
marshal.  This  is  a  question  of  difficulty  with  departing  regiments, 
and  one  upon  which  I  ask  instructions.  I  will  forward  to  Colonel  Baker, 
as  senior  officer  commanding,  the  official  returns  as  soon  as  they  reach 
me. 

Awaiting  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER. 


War  Department,  July  27,  1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  A.  Dix, 

Comdg.  Department  of  Maryland,  Fort  McMenry,  Ma\: 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  proposing  to  arm  a  home  guard 
of  850  picked  men  in  Baltimore,  has  been  received  and  referred  to  the 
General-in-Chief,  who  approves  the  proposal  warmly. 

You  are  authorized  to  organize  and  equip  a  regiment  of  home  guards 
as  you  suggest  The  necessary  instructions  will  be  given  to  the  Ord- 
nance Department 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War , 
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General  Orders,  \      Hdqrs.  Division  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  1.  }  Washington,  July  27,  1861. 

In  accordance  with  General  Orders,  No.  47,  of  July  25, 1861,  from  the 
War  Department,  the  underpinned  hereby  assumes  command  of  the 
Division  of  the  Potomac,  comprising  the  Military  Departments  of  Wash- 
ington and  Northeastern  Virginia.  Headquarters  for  the  present  at 
Washington. 

•  •••••• 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAN, 
Major- General,  U.  8.  Army. 


General  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Army  op  Occupation,  W.  Va., 
No.  3.  (  Clarksburg,  Va.,  July  28, 1861. 

Numerous  instances  of  plunder  by  teamsters  in  the  employment  of 
the  TJ.  S.  Quartermaster's  Department*  and  others,  of  citizens  along  the 
train  routes,  having  been  reported  or  discovered,  it  is  hereby  ordered — 

1.  No  officer  nor  soldier,  nor  person  employed  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  shall  enter  the  houses  or  inclosures  of  inhabitants  of 
western  Virginia  witnout  permission  irom  trie  owners  tnereoi,  except 
in  cases  of  absolute  necessity,  nor  shall  they  use  threats  or  intimidation 
to  obtain  such  consent.  It  is  also  forbidden  to  take  food,  or  other  prop- 
erty, without  absolute  necessity,  nor  then  without  providing  full  com- 
pensation therefor.  Persons  violating  these  prohibitions  will  be  re- 
garded as  trespassers  and  plunderers,  and  most  severely  punished. 

2.  Commanders  of  trains,  escorts,  and  troops  moving  will  be  held 
responsible  for  the  observance  of  these  prohibitions  by  those  under 
their  command,  and  a  failure  therein,  or  to  report  offenders  for  punish- 
ment, will  expose  them  to  be  tried  as  participators  in  the  crime.  It  is 
earnestly  enjoined  on  all  officers  to  do  their  utmost  to  ferret  out  the 
perpetrators  of  outrages  on  the  rights  of  citizens  by  persons  apparently 
in  Government  employ,  in  order  that  thieves  and  plunderers,  who  follow 
the  Army  or  attach  themselves  to  it  may  be  prevented  from  disgracing 
our  arms. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Bosecrans: 

O.  KINGSBURY,  Jr., 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Wheeling,  Vu.,  July  29, 1861. 

Hon.  Simon  •  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington  : 

Sir:  I  write  under  the  instructions  of  the  governor.  During  the 
recent  operations  of  the  U.  S.  troops  in  Western  Virginia  quantities  of 
arms,  ammunition,  and  other  munitions  of  war  have  been  captured  from 
the  rebels,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  the  property  of  this  State. 

Our  people,  who  are  loyal  and  true  to  the  Government  of  the  Union, 
are  clamorous  for  the  means  of  defending  themselves  and  vindicating 
their  loyalty.  We  are  unable  to  comply  with  their  requests,  and  the 
governor  directs  me  to  ask  that  the  captured  arms,  ammunition,  and 
camp  equipment  to  which  I  have  referred,  if  consistent  with  the  para- 
mount interests  of  the  National  Government,  may  be  delivered  to  the 
authorities  of  this  State. 

J  am,  with  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant,  &c, 

JAMES  S.^WHEAT,  ^ 
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Headquarters  op  the  Army, 
L  Washington,  July  29,  1861. 

i  Brigadier-General  Eosecrans,  Clarksburg,  Va.: 

Leave  Cox  on  the  Kanawha  for  the  present  if  he  will  consent  to  stay. 
■  Fortify  the  G  an  ley  as  heretofore  proposed;  also  Cheat  Mountain,  Hut- 

it  tonsville,  and  the  West  Union  road.   Bring  up  to  Grafton  the  stores 

left  by  tlie  Pennsylvanians  (ordered  to  Harper's  Ferry),  or  send  a  de- 
tachment to  Cumberland  or  Piedmont. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

I   


Sandy  Hook,  July  29, 1861. 

I  CoL  £.  D.  Town  send,  Annuitant  Adjutant-General: 

Two  Pennsylvania  regiments  and  one  Indiana  arrived,  making  nine 
war  regiments  now  here.  In  view  of  our  reduced  force  and  the  proba- 
r  bilities  of  attack,  which,  however  uncertain,  can  not  be  disregarded, 

I  have  placed  our  force  chiefly  on  the  Maryland  side.   We  are  too 
i'  weak  to  defend,  yet  so  strong  as  to  make  retreat  across  the  ford  impos- 

•  sible  if  necessary.   Commanding  officers  unanimous  in  recommending 

t  this  movement   We  occupy  the  town  and  the  heights  commanding  it 

»  absolutely,  and  with  our  increasing  forces  and  the  immediate  erection 

9  of  a  temporary  bridge  we  shall  be  ready  for  any  movement  you  may 

?  order. 

N.  P.  BANKS. 

i   

i 

Department  of  the  Shenandoah, 
V  Harper's  Ferry,  Vcl,  July  29,  186L 

CoL  E.  D.  Townsend,  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  &o.: 

Sir:  I  telegraphed  you  this  morning  the  position  we  had  taken. 
Our  force  was  reduced?  with  the  exception  of  the  battery  of  Major 
Doubleday,  to  five  or  six  thousand  men.  Reports  were  received  con- 
stantly of  advancing  forces  of  the  rebels,  and,  although  proving  in  the 
end  to  be  unfounded,  we  could  not  disregard  them.  So  strongly  did 
these  rumors  come  to  us,  that  one  of  the  officers  on  Saturday  evening, 
at  5.30  o'clock,  believed  that  he  saw  several  regiments  crossing  the 
Shenandoah  above  Keys'  Ford.  In  momentary  expectation  of  attack, 
with  a  force  wholly  incompetent  to  defend  against  any  considerable 
number,  we  were  also  compelled  to  recognize  the  fact  that,  with  our 
force  of  six  thousand,  and  the  volunteers  whose  terms  were  daily  ex- 
piring, and  more  than  three  hundred  baggage-wagons,  it  would  be 


t  utterly  impossible  to  cross  by  the  ferry  without  destruction.   The  ferry 

was  likely  to  be  made  impassable  by  threatened  rains.  'We  sent  our 
disposable  baggage- wagons  across  on  Saturday.  Yesterday  we  moved 
the  chief  part  of  our  troops  across,  taking  a  very  strong  position  in 
Pleasant  Valley,  a  little  below  Sandy  Hook.  Our  troops  still  occupy 
t  the  town,  and  we  planted  batteries  on  the  plateau  opposite  the  town, 

i  and  another  on  the  summit  of  the  Maryland  Heights,  to  which  there 

j  are  good  mountain  roads.   These  will  make  the  town  of  Harper's  Ferry 

t  and  the  Loudoun  Heights,  on  the  south  of  the  Shenandoah,  absolutely 

:  untenable  to  the  enemy,  whether  in  large  or  small  force.   We  are  so 

placed  that  we  can  attack  the  enemy  if  he  advances,  support  our  bat- 
teries if  assailed,  prevent  the  occupation  of  the  town  by.  the  rebels,  and 
secure  against  all  chances  our  communication  with  our  lines.  Every 
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commanding  officer  agreed  in  the  necessity  of  this  movement  We  here 
have  also  good  opportunity  to  organize  and  discipline  our  forces. 

I  have  thus  stated  our  position  fully,  that  you  may  be  enabled  to 
change  it  as  the  public  interests  may  require.  With  our  increasing 
forces  we  shall  be  able  to  execute  any  orders  that  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  may  desire  at  once.  I  do  not  apprehend  attack  immediately,  but 
we  are  in  readiness. 

Captain  Keynolds,  of  the  Rhode  Island  Battery,  reached  us  this 
morning  with  his  men.  Captain  Tompkins  will  be  at  once  relieved. 
We  need  very  much  another  rifled  gun  for  Major  Doubleday's  battery, 
in  return  for  which  we  can  send,  if  necessary,  one  of  the  24-pounder 
guns. 

We  have  no  reliable  news  of  the  advance  of  the  rebels.   There  are 
some  five  thousand  militia  at  Winchester,  with  the  sick  left  by  Johnston. 
Indications  of  movements  in  the  direction  of  Leesburg  seem  more  im- 
portant, but  yet  not  decided. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

KATH.  P.  BANKS, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Washington,  July  29,  1861. 

Capt.  O.  StonsmaN: 

Sib  :  In  conformity  with  your  request.  I  transmit  an  informal  state- 
ment of  the  present  condition  of  the  artillery  south  of  the  Potomac 

Fort  Corcoran,  above  Arlington,  with  its  two  redoubts,  has  an  arma- 
ment of  twelve  8-inch  sea-coast  howitzers,  seven  24-pounder  barbette 
guns,  two  12-pounder  field  guns,  and  two  24-pounder  howitzers.  About 
two  hundred  light  artillerists,  under  Captains  Carlisle  and  Ayres,  are  at 
these  works ;  also  the  German  regiment  (De  Kalb),  which  has  in  its 
ranks  many  artillerists. 

Fort  Albany,  on  the  Fairfax  road,  has  eighteen  guns,  of  various  cal- 
iber (twelve  being  24- pounders),  Griffin's  and  Edwards'  companies  light 
artillery,  and  a  Massachusetts  regiment 

Fort  Kunyon,  at  the  forks  of  the  Alexandria  and  Fairfax  roads  (end 
of  Long  Bridge),  one  30-pounder  Parrot t  rifled  gun,  eight  8-inch  sea- 
coast  howitzers,  ten  32-pounders,  and  four  6-pounder  field  guns.  Gar- 
rison— Colonel  Eogera'  Twenty-fifth  New  York;  artillery  officer  in 
charge— Captain  Seymour,  Fifth  Artillery. 

Fort  Ellsworth,  Alexandria,  two  30-pounder  and  two  10-pounder  Par- 
rott  rifles,  twelve  8- inch  sea-coast  howitzers,  four  24-pounder  siege  guns, 
one  24-pounder  field  howitzer,  three  6-pounder  guns.  Garrison — Cap- 
tain Arnold's,  light  company,  one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  and  Seven- 
teenth New  York,  Colonel  Lansing. 

The  supply  of  ammunition  for  these  forts,  although  not  complete,  is 
sufficient  for  an  emergency,  averaging  about  one  hundred  rounds  per 
gun,  and  the  amount  is  being  increased  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

The  field  batteries  are  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  condition,  many  of 
them,  but  as  fast  as  the  materials  can  be  procured  they  are  refitting. 

Piatt  has  four  light  12  pounders,  107  men,  in  good  condition  ;  T id  ball 
has  two  6-pounders,  two  12-pounder  howitzers,  127  men,  in  good  condi- 
tion ;  Greene  has  four  Parrott  10-pounders,  rifled,  130  men,  in  good  con- 
dition :  Carlisle  has  100  men,  no  guns ;  Arnold  has  120  men,  no  guns ; 
Ayres  lias  two  6-pounders,  two  12-pounder  howitzers,  120  men  j  Ed- 
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wards  has  two  10- pounder  Parrot  t  guns,  75  men ;  Griffin  has  one  10- 
po under,  rifled,  120  men. 

Piatt  and  Griffin  are  to  have  two  additional  light  Impounders  each. 
They  will  soon  be  ready  for  issue  from  the  arsenal.  There  are  five  10- 
pounder  rifles  now  preparing.  Three  will  be  given  to  Griffin  and  two 
to  Tidball,  and  others  are  being  prepared  for  issue.  When  the  guns, 
howitzers.  &c,  are  received,  the  batteries  will  be  composed  as  follows : 
Piatt,  six  light  12-pounders ;  Tidball,  Greene,  and  Ayres,  four  10-pounder 
Parrotts  and  two  l  _  pounder  howitzers  each ;  Carlisle  and  Edwards, 
two  20- pounder  Parrotts  and  two  24- pounder  howitzers  each ;  Griffin, 
fonr  10  pounder  Parrotts  and  two  light  12-pounders ;  Arnold,  four  C- 
pounder  guns  and  two  12-pounder  howitzers. 

I  further  propose  to  equip  Captain  Book  wood's  company,  of  Von 
Stein wehr's  German  regiment,  with  four  6-pounder  guns  and  two  12- 
pounder  howitzers.  Captain  Bookwood  brought  oflF  the  Varian  battery 
from  the  field— that  is,  the  guns  and  one  caisson— when  that  battery 
was  abandoned  by  its  company.  His  company  has  a  number  of  Ger- 
man artillerists,  and  he  can  easily  fill  up  with  instructed  men  from  the 
brigade  of  German  regiments  (Blenker's)  to  which  I  propose  the  battery 
be  attached. 

The  German  regiments  contain  a  number  of  artillery  officers  and 
soldiers.  I  suggested  the  propriety  of  placing,  for  the  present  at  least, 
those  regiments  in  the  forts,  that  the  guns  may  be  served  by  drafts 
from  the  instructed  men.  One  company,  Captain  Morozowicz's,  of  the 
De  Kalh  regiment,  is  composed  almost  exclusively  of  old  German  artil- 
lery soldiers,  and  should  there  be  a  lack  of  field  artillery,  could  readily 
be  made  available. 

Respectfully,  &c,   

HENRY  J.  HUNT. 
Brevet  Major,  and  Chief  of  Artillery . 


General  Orders,  \      Hdqrs.  Division  op  the  Potomac, 

No.  2.  }  Washington,  July  30, 1861. 

The  general  commanding  the  division  has,  with  much  regret,  observed 
that  large  numbers  of  officers  and  men  stationed  in  the  vicinity  of  Wash- 
ington are  in  the  habit  of  frequenting  the  streets  and  hotels  of  the  city. 

This  practice  is  eminently  prejudicial  to  good  order  and  military  dis- 
cipline, and  must  at  once  be  discontinued. 

The  time  and  services  of  all  persons  connected  with  this  division  should 
be  devoted  to  their  appropriate  duties  with  their  respective  commands. 
It  is  therefore  directed  that  hereafter  no  officer  or  soldier  be  allowed  to 
absent  himself  from  his  camp  and  visit  Washington,  except  for  the  per. 
form  mice  of  some  public  duty,  or  for  the  transaction  of  important  private 
business,  for  which  purposes  written  permits  will  be  given  by  the  com- 
manders of  brigades.   The  permit  will  state  the  object  of  the  visit 

Brigade  commanders  will  be  held  responsible  for  the  strict  execution 
of  this  order. 

Col.  Andrew  Porter,  Sixteenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  is  detailed  for  tempo- 
rary duty  as  provost-marshal  in  Washington,  and  will  be  obeyed  and 
respected  accordingly 

Colonel  Porter  will  report  in  person  at  these  headquarters  for  instruc- 
tions. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Auietant  Adjutant- General 

49  r  R — vol  n 
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Hdqbs.  Department  of  the  Shenandoah, 

July  31, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  Townbend,  A$st  Adjt.  Qen.,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Deab  8m :  It  bewmes  necessary,  with  the  increase  of  our  stores  at  this 
post  and  the  probabilities  of  the  removal  of  supplies  from  Hagerstown, 
to  obtain  a  secure  position  for  a  general  depot  for  the  army  supplies  and 
for  hospital  uses.  I  believe,  from  careful  inquiry  and  examination,  that 
the  city  of  Frederick  offers  more  advantages  than  any  other  point  It  is 
equally  central  for  all  points  (Baltimore  or  Harper's  Ferry);  is  suffi- 
ciently removed  from  the  river  to  be  safe  from  marauding  parties,  and 
has  the  best  railroad  facilities  in  every  direction.  The  presence  of  a 
regiment  there  would  have  a  most  excellent  effect 

At  Sandy  Hook  there  are  not  buildings  sufficient,  and  the  strip  of 
land  between  the  heights  and  river  has  not  capacity,  being  in  part 
occupied  by  canal,  railroad,  and  highway,  to  admit  of  the  erection  of 
proper  structures.  It  is  also  greatly  exposed  from  the  heights  on  the 
Virginia  side. 

At  Frederick  there  are  sufficient  room,  buildings,  protection,  &c.  As 
it  has  recently  been  embraced  in  the  Department  of  Washington,  it 
becomes  necessary  that  we  should  obtain  consent  of  the  Department  for 
the  transfer. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

NATH.  P.  BANKS, 
Major-General,  Commanding,  dbe. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Maryland, 

Fort  McHenry,  July  31, 1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  Mr.  John  T.  Sangston,  of  Caroline  County,  is  desirous  that  a 
company  of  Union  men  in  that  county,  who  have  been  drilling  for  sev- 
eral months,  should  be  armed.  Governor  Hicks  thinks  it  important, 
and  I  concur  with  him.  If  I  had  the  authority  to  arm  eight  or  ten  com- 
panies on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  I  believe  they  could  take  care 
of  themselves  and  do  much  to  keep  the  secessionists  in  order.  I  think 
it  proper  to  add  that  an  active  trade  with  the  rebels  in  Virginia  is  kept 
up  from  Salisbury,  the  southern  terminus  of  the  Delaware  Railroad. 
As  soon  as  there  is  a  disposable  force,  it  would  be  well  to  place  a  regi- 
ment there. 

There  is  a  camp  of  secessionists,  variously  estimated  from  one  thou- 
sand to  three  thousand  men,  at  Eaetville,  in  Northampton,  the  lower 
county  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia.  This  is  not  in  my  depart- 
ment, but  I  would  suggest  that  three  or  four  regiments  should  be  sent 
there  as  soon  as  we  can  spare  them  and  break  up  this  camp.  The 
exhibition  of  such  a  force  and  the  destruction  of  the  secession  camp 
would  have  a  salutary  effect  throughout  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland 
and  Virginia. 


I  have  the  honor  to 
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CONFEDERATE    CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. 

Extract  from  the  Executive  Journal  of  the  State  of  Virginia. 

April  18,  1861. 
•  •••••• 

The  following  order  was  issued,  through  the  adjutant-general,  to  Maj. 
Gen.  William  B.  Taliaferro : 

You  will  forthwith  take  command  of  the  State  troops  which  are  now  or  may  be  as- 
sembled at  the  city  of  Norfolk.   Tour  immediate  presence  there  in  necessary. 

The  governor  appointed  and  commissioned  the  following  officers  for 
the  State  Navy: 

Robert  B.  Pegram,  captain,  to  rank  as  suoh  from  18th  of  April,  1861. 
George  T.  Sinclair,  captain,  to  rank  as  such  from  19th  of  April,  1861. 
Gatesby  Ap  R.  Jones,  captain,  to  rank  as  such  from  20th  of  April, 
1861. 

James  H.  Rochelle,  lieutenant,  to  rank  as  such  from  the  18th  of  April, 
1861. 

The  following  order  was  issued  to  Oapt.  Robert  B.  Pegram : 

Sib  :  Ton  will  proceed  to  Norfolk  and  there  assume  command  of  the  naval  station, 
with  authority  to  organize  naval  defenses,  enroll  and  enlist  seamen  and  marines,  and 
temporarily  to  appoint  warrant  officers,  and  do  and  perform  whatever  may  be  neces- 
sary to  preserve  and  protect  the  property  of  the  commonwealth  and  of  the  citisens  of 
Virginia.  ^  

Co-operate  with  the  land  forces  under  the  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  William  B.  Talia- 
ferro, and  report  all  important  acta  which  may  be  done  or  performed  under  your  orders 

"  to  the  executive,  through  the  general  in  command. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

JOHN  LETCHER. 


April  20, 1861. 
L.  P.  Walker: 

Governor  Letcher  has  stopped  three  steamers  on  James  River,  and 
may  stop  two  more.  They  can  put  seven  thousand  men  in  Baltimore  in 
twenty-four  hours  from  here  by  our  connections  with  the  railroads  from 
Lynchburg  to  Dal  ton.  We  can  carry  from  five  to  seven  thousand  men 
daily  at  the  rate  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles  per  day.  Georgia  cars 
can  be  run  through  without  unloading.  The  South  Side  Railroad  is  at 
the  service  of  the  Confederate  States. 

H.  D.  BIRD, 


Colonel  Owen,  president  of  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Railroad, 
just  reached  here  from  Baltimore  by  way  of  Norfolk.  He  witnessed 
butchery  of  Baltimore  citizens  by  the  Massachusetts  regiment  yes 


Petersburg,  Va.,  April  20, 1861. 

L.  P.  Walker: 

has 

the 

regiment  yester- 
day. He  states  the  city  is  in  arms  and  all  are  Southern  men  now.  He 
says  bridges  north  of  Baltimore  been  burned,  and  no  more  troops  can 
come  from  the  North  unless  they  march,  and  in  large  bodies,  as  Mary- 
land is  rising.  Lincoln  is  in  a  trap.  He  bas  not  more  than  twelve  hun- 
dred regulars  in  Washington  and  not  more  than  three  thousand  volun- 
k    We  have  three  thousand  in  Harper's  Ferry.   Our  boys,  number- 
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ing  four  hundred,  went  down  to-day  to  Norfolk,  to  join  the  companies 
there  and  your  forces  coming  from  Charleston.  You  know  how  many 
we  want.  As  leader  we  want  Davis.  An  hour  now  is  worth  years  of 
common  lighting.  Oue  dash  and  Lincoln  is  taken,  the  country  saved, 
and  the  leader  who  does  it  will  be  immortalized. 

H.  D.  BIRD. 

P.  S. — Pollard  knows  me. 


Extract  from  proceedings  of  ike  Advisory  Council  of  the  State  of  Virginia. 

Sunday,  April  21, 1861. 

•  •  f  •  •  •  • 

It  being  considered  desirable  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  affairs  and 
the  state  of  public  opinion  in  Maryland,  the  governor  is  respectfully 
advised  to  appoint  Col.  James  M.  Mason  a  commissioner  to  proceed 
forthwith  to  that  State,  and  to  acquire  and  communicate  to  the  governor 
such  information  as  he  may  obtain; 

JOHN  J.  ALLEN. 
FRANOI8  H.  SMITH. 
M.  F.  MAURY. 


Division  Headqual.**™*, 
Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  April  21, 1861. 

General  Wm.  H.  Richabdson,  Adjutant-General: 

Dsab  Sib  :  My  present  force  here  is  about  two  thousand.  I  have 
endeavored  to-day  to  get  up  a  consolidated  report  of  the  strength  and 
condition  of  my  command,  but  defer  it  on  account  of  imperfectness  in 
the  returns. 

I  have  effected  an  understanding  with  the  Maryland  authorities. 
They  are  pledged  to  report  to  me  any  hostile  approach  through  their 
territory,  and  consent  to  the  occupancy  of  the  heights  commanding  my 
position  whenever  necessity  requires  it.  I  have  guarded  all  the  ap- 
proaches east  and  west,  and  established  telegraphic  communications,  to 
guard  against  surprise. 

The  work  of  forwarding  to  Winchester  uncompleted  arms  and  ma- 
chinery progresses  rapidly.  The  arrangements  for  this  branch  of -my 
duties  are  so  nearly  completed,  that  I  hope  to  give  more  of  my  attention 
to  the  military  command.  From  necessity  I  have  had  to  devolve  many 
of  the  details  upon  General  Carson.  I  have  had  to  assume  heavy  re- 
sponsibilities, and  felt  some  embarrassment  in  the  absence  of  all  written 
instructions.  The  troops  assembled  without  ammunition,  generally, 
and,  there  being  little  here,  I  have  had  to  send  abroad  for  it. 

Not  being  informed  of  the  troops  ordered  into  service,  1  have,  so  far, 
received  all  which  were  presented.  General  Meem,  of  the  Seventh 
Brigade,  reports  for  duty,  as  he  states,  upon  verbal  orders,  received 
through  Colonel  Crump,  from  the  governor.  This  presents  some  diffi- 
culty. I  see  no  reason  for  the  employment  of  three  brigadier-generals 
for  such  a  force;  but,  uot  being  informed  of  tbe  uuinber  of  troops  or- 
dered to  this  point,  I  of  course  recognize  him.  General  Carson's  brig- 
ade has  reported  to-day  j  numbers  six  hundred  and  fifty  Ave.  General 
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Hariuan's  nine  hundred  and  fifty-five,  and  General  Meem's  four  him 
i  dred  and  six.   About  one  bun  died  and  fifty,  however,  of  the  troops 

included  in  General  Harman's  command  belong  properly  to  that  of 

General  Meem's.   The  times  are  exciting;  but,  if  possible,  I  would  be 
L  glad  to  receive  some  written  instructions  from  you.   I  expect,  from 

news  just  received,  an  additional  force  to-morrow  of  five  hundred  men. 

If  needed,  I  could  nave  thousands.   Not  knowing,  however,  the  extent 

of  your  orders,  I  have  concluded  to  "trust  in  God  and  keep  my  powder 

dry.* 

Verv  respectfully,  &c~ 

KENTON  HARPER, 

Manor- General,  Oommamdina. 


APRIL  22,1861. 

Governor  John  Letcher,  Richmond,  Va.  t 

In  addition  to  the  forces  heretofore  ordered,  requisitions  have  been 
i  made  for  thirteen  regiments,  eight  to  rendezvous  at  Lynchburg,  four 

at  Richmond,  and  one  at  Harper's  Ferry.  Sustain  Baltimore,  if  practi- 
cable.  We  re-enforce  you. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


from  the  proceedings  of  the  Advisory  Council  of  the  State  of 

Monday,  April  22, 1861. 

Present,  the  whole  council. 

A  telegram  from  John  S.  Barbour,  jr.,  confidential  agent  of  the  Gov- 
ernment at  Alexandria,  asking  for  arms  for  the  Maryland  troops  to 
enable  them  to  resist  tne  passage  of  Northern  troops  to  Washington, 
who  are  said  to  be  now  concentrating  near  Baltimore,  was  submitted 
to  the  council  by  the  governor  for  advice. 

Whereupon  his  excellency  was  respectfully  advised  to  send  the  fol- 
lowing telegram  to  Mr.  Barbour : 

Telegraph  received.  Maj.  Gen.  Kenton  Harper,  in  command  at  Harper's  Ferry,  is 
hereby  ordered  to  deliver  to  General  Stenart,  at  Baltimore,  one  thousand  of  the  arms 
recently  taken  at  Harper's  Ferry. 

And— 

It  was  also  advised  that  the  following  telegram  be  sent  to  the  gov- 
of  Tennessee : 


The  condition  of  affairs  in  Maryland  and  Virginia  makes  it  important  that  we 
should  know  how  far  we  may  rely  upon  the  co-operation  of  Tennessee  to  repel  an 
invasion  of  onr  common  rights.  Please  communicate  fully  and  without  reserve. 
Ana  *  er  at  onoe. 

Ordered,  That  the  governor  be  respectfully  advised  to  communicate 

to  the  Convention,  in  secret  session,  the  purport  of  the  telegram  in 

reference  to  the  loan  of  arms  to  General  Steuart,  commanding  the 

Maryland  troops ;  and  also  the  telegram  advised  to  be  forwarded  to  the 

governor  of  Tennessee. 

•  •••••• 

Ordered,  That  the  governor  be  respectfully  advised  to 
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shipment  of  as  many  sailors  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  public 
defense,  at  the  same  rate  of  pay  that  is  allowed  in  the  U.  S.  Navy ;  the 
term  of  eulistment  to  be  at  the  pleasure  of  the  commonwealth,  not 
exceeding  three  years. 

Upon  the  representations  of  the  governor,  the  council  respectfully 
recommend  the  issue  from  the  arsenal  at  Lexington  of  5,000  muskets, 
as  a  loan,  to  the  Maryland  troops. 

The  council  respectfully  recommend  to  the  governor  to  forward  the 
following  telegraphic  dispatches : 

Maj.  Gen.  Walter  Gwtnn,  Norfolk,  Fa.  : 

General  Lee  has  arrived  and  will  assume  command.   Forward  with  dispatch  to 

Richmond  all  the  heavy  ordnance  not  needed  for  your  defensive  operations.    It  is 

deemed  best  to  place  these  guns  out  of  danger.    Use  railway  or  river,  as  yon  may 

deem  safest. 

No  obstruction  in  James  River. 

•  •••••• 

JOHN  J.  ALLEN. 
FRANCIS  H.  SMITH. 
M.  F.  MAURY. 


Alexandria,  Va.,  April  22,  1861. 

Ool.  R.  E.  Lbe,  Richmond  Va. : 

We  are  the  bearers  of  a  letter  to  you  from  General  Steuart,  of  Mary- 
land, and  we  regret,  on  arriving  here,  to  find  you  absent.  The  letter 
referred  to  we  forward  to  you  in  a  separate  inclosure,  to  the  care  of 
the  governor  of  the  State  of  Virginia.  We  left  Baltimore  by  way  of 
Ellicottfs  Mills,  the  cars  having  been  stopped,  on  yesterday  at  3  p.  m., 
and  reached  Washington  at  2  a.  m.  The  people  of  Baltimore,  and, 
indeed,  the  citizens  of  Maryland  generally,  are  united  in  one  thing  at 
least,  viz,  that  troops  volunteering  for  Federal  service  against  Virginia 
and  other  sister  Southern  States  shall  not,  if  they  can  help  it,  pass  over 
the  soil  of  Maryland.  We  have  desired  to  have  an  interview  with  the 
colonel  in  command  at  this  point,  but  find  him  too  unwell  to  be  seen. 
General  Steuart  will  be  most  anxious  to  hfsar  from  you  immediately. 
Respectfully, 

L.  P.  BAYNE. 

J.  J.  CHANCELLOR. 

P.  S. — 1  am  authorized  to  say  to  you  by  Maj.  Montgomery  D.  Corse, 
commander  of  the  Alexandria  battalion,  that  if  you  or  the  governor 
desire  to  communicate  with  General  Steuart  or  the  authorities  of  Mary- 
land, any  dispatch  directed  to  them,  to  his  care,  at  this  point,  will  be 
forwarded  by  horse  express  across  the  country  immediately. 

P.  S. — All  public  communication,  I  understand,  has  been  stopped 
between  Washington  and  farther  north.  General  Steuart  has  declared 
Washington  road  to  be  under  military  rule. 


Division  Headquarters, 
Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  April  22, 1861. 

[Governor  Letcher:] 

Dear  Governor:  I  have  endeavored  to  keep  you  advised  of  my 
action  here.  Two  official  communications  have  been  made  through  the 
adjutant-general  and  two  communications  to  yourself.  So  far  f  have 
had  no  written  instructions  from  you.   My  object  has  been,  not  only 
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to  secure  all  the  efficient  arms  here,  and  remove  the  machinery  in  such 
a  manner  as  that  it  may  be  readily  pat  together  again,  as  well  as  all 
the  unfinished  guns,  but  to  have  an  inventory  made  of  the  public  prop- 
erty, so  that  the  officers  charged  with  the  details  may  be  held  to  proper 
account.  Of  course  I  could  do  no  more  than  adopt  such  general  direc- 
tions of  military  affairs  as  were  important  for  the  security  of  my  posi- 
tion— the  details  being  left  to  the  ranking  brigadier-general  (Carson). 
I  am  now  though  this  terrible  pressure,  however,  in  regard  to  the  public 
property,  and  intend  to  assume  at  once  the  active  military  command.  I 
have  now  about  twenty-four  hundred  men  here.  Not  knowing  what 
troops  you  ordered,  I  have  received  all  which  offered.  The  hourly  tele- 
graphic dispatches  sent  in  are  exciting;  but  I  feel  calm,  as  I  have  taken 
adequate  measures  to  guard  against  surprise.  Some  here,  who  do  not 
know,  no  doubt  think  f  am  rather  incredulous  as  regards  their  informa- 
tion. But  trust  me;  I  am  well  posted,  and  shall  be  found  ready.  The 
responsibilities  assumed  by  me,  under  the  circumstances  in  which  I  was 
placed,  have  been  heavy;  but  the  exigencies  were  pressing,  and  I. rest 
with  confidence  on  the  record  of  my  proceedings  for  full  vindication  of 
all  my  acts.   If  man  could  have  effected  more,  then  I  am  willing  to  be 


From  the  information  I  have  of  the  condition  of  the  guns  in  progress 
of  manufacture,  there  are  components  to  fit  up  readily  for  use  from 
seven  to  ten  thousand  stand  of  arms,  exclusive  of  those  rescued  unin- 
jured from  the  flames.  I  have  employed  artificers  to  put  these  together, 
and  am  turning  out  daily  several  hundred  minnie  muskets.  You  must 
sustain  me.  1  am  wholly  unprovided  with  funds.  I  can  get  them  from 
the  Winchester  banks,  if  you  will  give  authority.  You  may  judge  of 
the  state  of  things  here  when  I  say  even  Virginia  money  will  procure 
nothing,  but  at  an  enormous  discount,  in  the  stores  of  the  place. 
With  sincere  regard,  yours, 

KENTON  HARPER, 


General  Orders,  I  Headquarters, 

No,  1.  (  Fredericksburg,  To.,  April  22, 1861. 

By  the  authority  of  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Virginia  I  assume 
command  of  the  volunteers  and  militia  along  the  line  of  the  Potomac 
River,  extending  from  Mount  Vernon  south  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rappa- 
hannock River.  Headquarters  are  established  at  thiB  place  until  further 

DANIEL  RTJGOLES, 
Brigadier- General  Virginia  Volunteers,  Commandiny  Forces. 


Executive  Department,  April  23, 1861. 

Major-Gene  nil  Lee  having  reported  to  the  governor,  he  will  at  once 
assume  the  command  in  chief  of  all  the  military  and  naval  forces  of  the 
State  and  take  in  charge  the  military  defenses  of  the  State. 

JOHN  LETCHER. 


ftAL  Orders,  )  Headquarters, 
No,  L  }  Richmond,  Fa.,  April  23,  1861. 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  his  excellency  John  Letcher, 
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the  State,  Maj.  Gen.  Robert  B.  Lee  assumes  command  of  the  military 
and  naval  forces  of  Virginia. 

R  E.  LEE, 
Major- General. 


Fredericksburg,  Va.,  April  23, 1861. 

His  Excellency  John  Letchee: 

I  am  this  moment  informed  that  the  enemy  has  landed  from  a  small 
steamer  at  Lee,  on  the  Rappahannock  River,  fifty  miles  below  us,  at- 
tacked the  inhabitants,  and  caused  general  alarm.  Can  you  send  us 
three  or  four  thousand  disciplined  volunteers  at  once,  two  or  three 
batteries  of  light  artillery,  with  ammunition  ;  also  twenty  heavy  guns, 
with  plenty  of  ammunition  1   Please  answer  immediately. 

DANIEL  RUGGLES, 
Brigadier-General  Virginia  Volunteers. 


Headquabtebs,  Alexandria,  Fa.,  April  24, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  R.  E.  Lee  : 

Sib  :  Tour  dispatch  of  the  23d  instant,*  by  telegraph,  has  been  re- 
ceived. I  had  fully  anticipated  all  your  instructions.  I  recognized 
from  the  moment  I  took  position  and  command  on  this  line  of  opera- 
tions the  policy  of  preserving  the  anomalous  military  position  now 
existing,  but  which  may  at  any  moment  be  overthrown  in  the  present 
disorganized  and  feeble  military  position  of  our  State,  and  especially  ou 
this  line  of  operations.  Time,  therefore,  gained  on  the  one  side  will 
enable  us  to  organize  and  strengthen ;  but,  unless ^every  possible  nerve  is 
strengthened  on  our  side,  and  every  moment  reckoned  as  a  month,  oar 
enemy  will  press  us  in  this  race.  Tour  summons,  therefore,  from  the 
heart  of  the  State  should  be  "To  arms!  To  arms!7'  from  the  center  to 
the  remotest  confines,  and,  as  soon  as  you  can  cover  from  Alexandria 
to  the  heart  of  the  State,  at  Richmond,  immediately  extend  the  whole 
might  of  the  commonwealth  to  come  up  to  the  aid  of  the  line  of  opera- 
tions. I  stand  here  to-day  in  sight  of  the  enemy's  position,  an  army 
now  numbering  from  ten  to  twelve  thousand  men,  under  arms,  and 
rapidly  increasing  by  re-enforcements  from  the  North,  while  I  have  to- 
day but  three  hundred  men  fit  for  duty ;  and  whUe  I  am  without  any 
staff  organization,  cannon,  or  any  ordnance  and  ammunition,  without 
any  officers,  engineers,  artillery,  or  ordnance,  and  without  suitable  Btaff 
officers,  it  will  be  my  part  to  mask  your  designs  and  operations ;  to  act 
for  the  jjresent  absolutely  on  the  defensive;  to  watch  the  enemy:  to 
keep  you  informed  of  his  movements;  to  rally  to  my  aid  the  whole 
country  in  the  rear:  to  organize,  and  await  re-enforcements  from  every 
possible  quarter.  Indicate  to  me,  as  soon  as  possible,  whatever  points 
shall  be  decided  upon  in  rear  of  my  position  for  the  rendezvous  of  any 
proposed  re  enforcement.  Tour  instructions,  also,  as  to  the  best  position 
of  my  owu  headquarters  and  of  my  camp  of  recruits  and  organization 
in  my  rear  will  be  gladly  received.  I  am  moving  back  the  flour  from 
Alexandria  to  the  depots  on  the  railroads  in  the  interior.  I  am  also 
moving  back  a  large  amount  of  railroad  iron,  which  we  shall  want  for 
batteries.  I  am  cutting  off  the  supplies  from  Washington,  and  sending 
them  back  to  the  farms,  or  returning  what  may  pass  through  this  place. 

•    

•  Not  found. 
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In  case  of  a  change  of  existing  military  status,  in  case  the  enemy  take 
the  initiative  and  invade  our  soil,  I  would  be  glad  to  have  your  instruc- 
tions or  advice  as  to  the  line  by  which  I  should  retire  to  soonest  meet 
with  support  and  co-operation.   Say  whether  you  think  1  ought  to  con- 

I  should  make  any  movements. 
PHILIP  ST.  GEO.  COCKE, 

Brigadier-  General 


iters  Virginia  Forces, 
Richmond,  Fa.,  April  24,  1861. 

General  P.  St.  George  Cocke: 

General  :  Tour  dispatch  of  the  24th  is  at  hand.  1  rejoice  that  you 
so  fully  recognize  the  proper  policy  to  be  pursued,  and  initiated  it  on 
your  arrival  at  the  scene  of  your  operations.  Continue  it  till  compelled 
to  change.  I  am  endeavoring  to  organize  the  military  of  the  State. 
Two  8- inch  columbiads,  with  implements  and  one  hundred  rounds  of 
ammunition,  go  to  you  to-day. 

Captain  Walker,  with  four  rifled  6-poundess,  was  dispatched,  by  the 
governor,  to  the  Potomac  before  my  entering  on  duty.  Direct  him  to 
report  to  you,  and  assign  him  to  service  where  you  aeem  best.  Lieu- 
tenant Simms,  State  naval  forces,  has  been  ordered  to  duty  on  the 
Potomac,  above  Aquia  Creek.   He  will  be  under  your  orders. 

Select  points  of  rendezvous  on  or  near  the  railroads  leading  to  Alex- 
andria. Leesburg  would  be  a  suitable  point  for  forces  on  thatToad  j 
such  points  as  you  think  convenient  on  others.  Establish  your  head- 
quarters as  necessary.  Establish  camps  of  instruction,  and  instruct 
your  troops  in  the  use  of  their  different  arms;  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  their  support.  No  bacon  is  to  be  obtained  in  Virginia. 
Consult  with  merchants  in  Alexandria  as  to  the  feasibility  of  obtaining 
bacon  from  Ohio  or  Kentucky.  If  this  is  not  practicable,  beef  and 
mutton  must  be  your  meat  ration.  The  valley  of  Virginia  will  natu- 
rally suggest  itself  to  you  as  the  point  from  which  this  part  of  the  ration 
'  e  obtained. 


be 

Let  it  be  known  that  you  intend  no  attack,  but  invasion  of  our  soil 
will  be  considered  an  act  of  war. 

Very  few  officers  of  experience  have  as  yet  reported ;  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible some  will  be  sent  to  you. 

In  reference  to  the  regiment  to  be  raised  by  Mr.  Funsten,  I  will  state 
that,  in  conformity  to  an  ordinance  of  the  convention,  volunteers  are 
accepted  by  companies ;  when  organized  into  regiments,  the  field  officers 
are  appointed  by  the  governor  and  council. 

It  is  not  now  believed  that  the  enemy  will  attack  you ;  should  he  do 
so,  however,  and  you  are  not  able  to  maintain  your  position,  fall  back 
on  your  reserves,  on  the  route  tcfGordonsvUle. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c, 

K.  E.  LEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Virginia, 
April  24,  1861. 

General  Daniel  Rugglrs  : 

General  :  Your  dispatch,  of  the  24th  instant,  requesting  to  know 
the  policy  and  orders  by  which  you  are  to  be  governed,  is  at  hand. 
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Ton  will  act  on  the  defensive.  Station  yoor  troops  at  suitable  points 
to  command  the  railroad ;  write  and  give  assurance  of  protection  to  the 
inhabitants  on  the  rivers ;  cause  your  troops  to  be  instructed  in  the  use 
of  their  several  arms,  and  take  immediate  steps  for  provisioning  them. 
If  bacon  cannot  be  procured,  fresh  meat  must  compose  that  part  of  your 
ration. 

Two  8  -  i rich  howitzers  have  been  sent  you  to-day ;  also  ammunition 
for  the  same.  I  regret  I  cannot  furnish  you  with  carriages  for  these 
pieces,  but  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  have  them  constructed  or  made 
available  for  your  purpose  in  Fredericksburg.  You  will  endeavor  to 
allay  the  popular  excitement  as  far  as  possible.  As  soon  as  you 
send  in  a  return  of  your  troops,  and  where  stationed. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

K.  E.  LEE, 
jlajor  General,  Commanding. 


Alexandria,  Va.,  April  24, 1861. 

General  Lee,  Command&r-in-  Chief  : 

I  can  destroy  the  light- boats  and  remove  the  buoys,  through  the  pilots, , 
without  military  force.   Shall  I  do  it  t 

PHILIP  ST.  GEO.  COOKE, 


Our  object  is  to  interrupt  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac  by  batteries, 
&c  If  the  governor  and  council  see  no  objection,  I  will  direct  General 
Cocke,  unless  he  can  remove  the  light-boats  to  places  of  safety,  to  de- 
th< 


stroy  them  aud  to  remove  the  buoys. 

B.  E.  L. 

Submitted  to  the  council  by  the  governor. 

Council  Oppioe,  April  24, 1861. 

Advised  unanimously  that  the  decision  upon  the  matter  be  left  to  the 
discretion  of  General  Lee. 
By  order  of  the  council: 

P.  F.  HOWARD, 

Secretary. 

Approved : 


Fredericksbubg,  Va.,  April  24, 1861. 

Srigadier-General  Bugoles  : 

By  your  orders  I  proceeded  to  Aqnia  Creek,  and  examined  the  place, 
with  the  view  of  fortifying  it,  for  the  purposes  indicated  by  your  verbal 
directions  of  this  date,  viz :  To  secure  the  railroad  iron,  the  timber,  two 
vessels,  and  a  small  steamer  at  that  point  from  the  enemy.  I  was  joined 
in  the  evening  by  Lieutenant  Lewis,  of  the  Virginia  Navy,  at  your  re- 
quest, and  we  reviewed  the  ground  together.  After  examining  the 
graphy  of  the  ground  and  the  character  and  position  of  the  chan- 
we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  best  place  to  put  a  battery  is  on  the 
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i  Split  Bock  Bluff,  as  the  channel  can  be  commanded  from  that  point  by 

i  gum  of  sufficient  caliber.   A  battery  on  Cream  Point  would  invito  at- 

3  tack,  and,  being  separated  from  the  landing  by  Aquia  Creek,  would  be 

difficult  to  hold.   We  do  not  think  the  place  worth  fortifying,  and  would 
respectfully  recommend  that  a  small  force  of  ten  or  twenty  men  be  kept 
there,  to  keep  off  any  boats  that  might  attempt  to  land  there,  and  be 
I  employed  in  loading  cars,  which  should  be  sent  to  remove  the  iron  and 

timber  to  Fredericksburg  at  once;  that  the  captains  of  the  vessels  be 
allowed  to  sail  with  their  vessels  at  their  pleasure.  While  the  enemy 
holds  the  Potomac  the  steamer  is  of  no  value  to  as,  and  we  have  not  the 
slightest  idea  that  the  enemy  will  make  the  attempt  to  possess  them- 
selves of  it.  The  men  kept  there  should  be  required  to  give  informa- 
tion to  headquarters  of  any  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  land  there  in  force, 
which  would  be  indicated  by  the  number  of  vessels  in  the  offing,  and  not 
allowed  to  harass  the  inhabitants  by  reporting  every  vessel  they  see  in 
tlie  river. 

Very  respectfully  submitted  by 

THOMAS  H.  WILLIAMSON, 
Major  of  Engineers.  Virginia  Army. 
H.  H.  LEWIS, 

Lieutenant,  Virginia  Navy. 

P.  S.— William  H.  Kerr,  brigade  inspector,  concurs  in  this  report. 


Alexandria,  Va.,  April  26, 1861. 

Maj.Gen.  B.  E.Lee: 

The  following  communications  have  just  been  received : 

Maj.  John  Lee,  of  Oraugc,  has  just  been  informed  by  Richard  L.  Brown,  lato  a  clerk 
in  the  Treasury  Dcpartiueut,  nnd  just  from  Washington,  having  resigned  his  place, 
and  by  Mr.  Curry,  a  friend  of  Mr.  Brockeubridge,  likewise  lately  resigned  from  his 
position  as  clerk  of  one  of  the  Departments,  that  the  Seyenth  Regiment  has  certainly 
arrived  in  Washington ;  t  hat  communications  are  open  with  Annapolis ;  that  cars  are 
constantly  bringing  troops,  to  be  followed  by  very  large  bodies  to  the  amount  of 
twenty  or  twenty-five  thousand  troops,  and  that  the  purpose  of  the  administration  is 
to  forage  both  Maryland  and  Virginia  for  supplies,  and  to  push  the  war  in  this  8tate. 
Their  pickets  are  said  to  have  been  down  below  the  Long  Bridge  last  night,  and  it  is 
said  that  Alexandria  is  In  imminent  peril  of  being  occupied  by  the  U.  8.  troops. 

WM.  EL  LEE. 

April  25. 

Dear  Stkuabt  :  We  have  later  news  from  Annapolis.  Twelve  thousand  additional 
troops  landed  there  yesterday.  They  have  possession  of  the  city,  and  are  sending 
forces  on  the  line  of  the  road.  They  say  they  are  going  to  take  military  possession  of  our 
State  permanently.  Senator  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  is  reported  in  Annapolis,  and 
Sumner  is  to  follow.  They  are  to  establish  a  civil  commission,  to  supersede  our  State 
government.  The  last  troops  were  brought  from  New  York,  and  the  steamers  went 
back  for  more.  A  movement  will  be  made  on  Baltimore  from  north  and  south.  It 
is  thought  Fort  McHenry  will  be  assaulted  to-day.  It  is  no  time  for  Virginia  to  stand 
on  etiquette.  Let  her  come  and  capture  Fort  Washington.  Our  legislature  meets  at 
Frederick  City  to-morrow,  Annapolis  being  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 


E>  W .  BELL. 

The  above  is  brought  by  one  of  our  most  reliable  citizens  direct. 

Answer  immediately.   

PHILIP  ST.  GEO.  OOCKE, 
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Alexandria,  Va.,  April  25, 1861—2  p.  m. 

General  Robert  E.  Lee: 

The  following  dispatches,  this  moment,  by  the  hands  of  a  courier, 
who  received  them  in  person  from  Daniel  Clarke  himself,  which  Daniel 
Clarke,  I  am  assured  here  by  reliable  persons,  is  the  son-in-law  of  Ex 
Governor  Pratt: 

Upper  Marlborough,  Md.,  April  25,  1861. 

General  Sncu art,  Commander  of  the  Virginia  Foroet  at  Alexandria,  Va.  : 

Accompanying  I  send  you  the  latest  intelligence,  brought  by  me  from  Annapolis, 
which  is  authentic,  reliable,  and  gathered  from  the  best  sources.  It  is  desirable  to 
telegraph  the  news  to  the  South  immediately,  and  to  the  Cabinet  of  the  Southern 
Confederacy.  In  telegraphing  to  the  Southern  Cabinet  at  Montgomery  please  send 
the  accompanying  dispatch,  annexed,  to  Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin.  I  am  well  known  to 
him,  and  the  intelligence  would  be  known  by  him  to  be 
direct  from  Governor  Pratt, 
Yours,  truly,  dec, 


J.  P.  Benjamin,  Montgomery,  Ala.: 

The  dispatches  dated  Annapolis,  April  24th,  6  o'clock,  are  reliable  and  authentio, 
having  been  brought  by  me  from  Governor  Pratt 

DANIEL  CLARKE. 


Northern  troops  have  taken  forcible  possession  of  the  navy-yard  and  the  depot 
and  railroad.  This  morning  two  thousand  troops  left  here  for  Washington,  via  the 
railroad.  The  track,  which  was  torn  up,  has  been  relaid  by  the  troops.  Twelve 
thousand  more  troops  have  just  arrived  by  steamers  and  war  vessels  from  New  York. 
A  portion  of  the  troops,  which  have  just  arrived,  are  now  leaving  for  Washington. 
Twenty-five  or  thirty  thousand  troops  are  expected  to  be  sent  to  Maryland  by  Monday 
next.  A  joint  movement  of  the  forces  from  Annapolis  and  Pennsylvania  is  contem- 
plated upon  Baltimore,  against  which  oity  the  Northerners  swear  vengeance.  The 
city  is  alive  and  making  preparations  against  the  attack.  The  Northern  forces  intend 
to  hold  Annapolis  as  a  military  post,  at  which  to  land  the  troops,  ammunition,  and 
provisions  for  Washington.  Governor  Hicks,  in  consequence  of  the  military  occupa- 
tion of  Annapolis,  has  been  forced  to  convene  the  legislature  at  Frederiok  City.  It  in 
thought  the  legislature  will  pass  an  ordinance  of  secession  at  once.  The  people  are 
in  arms,  and  determined  to  unite  in  the  cause  of  the  South. .  Prompt  and 
action  of  the  Southern  forces  for  the  relief  of  Maryland  is  absolutely 
prevent  the  military  occupation  of  the  State  by  the  Federal  forces. 

PHILIP  ST.  GEO.  OOOKE, 


Alexandria,  Va.,  April  26, 1861. 

General  Lee,  Commander-in-Chief: 

The  two  8-ineh  columbiads  have  arrived,  and,  there  being  four  rifled 
cannon  at  A  quia,  under  Captain  Walker,  I  shall  proceed  firajb  to  re- 
move or  destroy  the  light  boats  and  the  buoys  on  the  Potomac,  and,  at 
the  same  time  order  General  Buggies  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to 
support  by  sufficient  detachment  of  his  troops.  I  shall  do  the  same 
from  this  point,  to  cover  and  protect  any  working  party,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  engineer,  at  a  certain  point  on  the  Potomac.   I  would  be 

S'ad  to  have  Lieutenant  Lee,  of  the  Engineers,  or  some  other  officer  of 
e  Engineers,  assigned  for  immediate  service,  to  direct  the  construc- 
tion of  the  works  of  this  enterprise.  

PHILIP  ST.  GEO.  COCKE, 
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Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  26,  1861. 
General  Harper,  Commanding  Harper's  Ferry,  Va.  ; 

Sir  :  The  commanding  general  desires  yon  to  report  by  letter,  with- 
out delay,  whether,  after  taking  from  Harper's  Ferry  such  machinery 
as  it  is  necessary  for  the  armory  at  this  city,  aud  whh  h  he  hopes  i.s  now 
on  its  way,  the  condition  of  the  factories  at  Han^s  Fi  rry  will  l>e  such 
that  the  arms  that  are  partly  finished  may  be  completed  and  brought 
into  use,  and  whether,  in  a  military  point  of  view,  it  could  be  safely  ac- 
complished. In  the  mean  time,  if  arms  can  be  completed  safely,  finish 
them.  The  property  referred  to  in  the  letter  of  yesterday  was  tie  ma- 
chinery for  the  armory  at  this  place,  above  referred  to. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  8.  GARNETT, 

Adjutant- QeneraL 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  26, 1861. 

Colonel  Langhornk: 

Sir:  The  general  commanding  the  military  and  naval  forces  of  Vir- 
ginia instructs  me  to  direct  you  to  proceed,  without  delay,  to  Lynch- 
burg, Va.,  to  assume  a  temporary  charge  of  that  district,  and  to  make 
preparations  for  the  accommodation  (food  and  shelter)  of  thirteen  regi- 
ments of  troops,  shortly  expected  to  arrive  there,  and  such  others  as 
may  arrive  there  from  time  to  time,  and  report  to  you.  Before  going 
confer  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Heth,  now  temporarily  in  charge  of  the 
quartermaster's  department  in  this  city,  as  to  the  best  mode  of  execut- 
ing this  service. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  8.  GARNETT, 

Adjutant-  General. 


Engineer's  Office,  Norfolk^  Va.,  April  26, 1861. 

General  Robert  E.  Lee,  Commanding  Virginia  Forces  t 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  yesterday's  date,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  governor,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  Torktown  on  Thursday,  the  18th  instant,  accompanied  by 
two  assistants.  Before  leaving  there  on  Saturday  the  form  and  posi- 
tion of  a  water  battery  on  Gloucester  Point  was  decided  upon,  that 
covers  all  the  channel- way  with  fire,  lying  within  two  miles  of  the  point. 
The  battery  will  mount  thirty-one  gune,  if  twenty  feet  be  allowed  to 
each.  If  eighteen  feet  be  sufficient,  the  number  can  be  increased  to 
thirty-four.  The  faces  bearing  on  the  channel  above  and  below  are 
arranged  for  five  and  nine  guns,  respectively.  Those  intermediate  (fif- 
teen) are  arranged  on  the  arc  of  a  circle,  containing  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  degrees.  The  lines  of  fire  cross  the  channel  lines  so  near 
that  this  part  may  be  armed  with  8-inch  howitzers,  while  for  the  faces 
8-inch  columbiad8  should  be  provided.  The  faces  of  this  battery  con- 
verge towards  the  high  ground  northwest  of  the  point.  This  high 
ground  affords  an  advantageous  site  for  a  large  field  work  for  the  de- 
fense of  the  position.  No  attempt  was  made  to  trace  one  on  the  ground. 
A  very  good  position  for  a  6-gun  battery  was  selected  on  the  Yorktown 
aide,  near  to  the  river  blufl.   An  assistant,  J.  J.  Clarke,  who  has  had  no 
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experience  on  military  works,  bat  with  a  high  reputation  as  a  civil 
engineer,  was  left  in  charge  of  this  work,  with  instructions  to  raise  a 
laboring  force  in  Gloucester,  if  practicable,  and  to  meet  me  in  Rich- 
mond on  Monday  p.  m. 

About  1  p.  m.,  with  one  assistant,  I  embarked  on  board  the  steamer 
for  this  place,  and  arrived  a  very  short  time  before  the  steamer  Pawnee 
passed  up  the  river ;  reported  myself  to  the  commanding  general,  but 
received  no  orders  from  him  until  Sunday  morning.  Since  that  time 
I  have  been  fully  occupied  with  the  construction  of  defensive  works  on 
this  river.  The  ground  in  front  of  the  Naval  Hospital  has  been  prepared 
for  mounting  fourteen  guns  on  two  faces,  the  half  of  which  are  now 
ready  for  service,  with  navy  furnaces  for  heating  shot  This  work  was 
commenced  amid  the  greatest  confusion  and  excitement  Three  guns 
and  carriages  were  hastily  removed  from  the  navy -yard  to  this  place , 
and  mounted  in  the  rear  of  the  ground  required  to  be  broken  for  the 
battery.  One  hundred  and  fifty  bales  of  cotton  were  sent  over,  to  make 
a  temporary  cover  for  the  men  between  the  guns,  should  the  Pawnee  or 
Cumberland  attempt  to  return  to  the  yard.  No  such  attempt  having 
been  made,  the  cotton  was  carefully  piled  in  a  way  to  prevent  serious 
damage,  and  will  now  be  returned  to  the  public  store  nearly  in  the  con- 
dition it  was  when  received. 

As  soon  as  working  companies  could  be  organized  at  this  place,  which, 
from  the  extreme  excitement  and  confusion  prevailing,  required  much 
time,  even  after  local  officers  had  been  assigned  to  take  charge  of  them 
and  direct  the  application  of  labor,  I  proceeded  to  Fort  Norfolk,  where 
it  was  deemed  expedient  to  mount  as  many  guns  as  could  be  brought 
to  bear  on  the  channel,  and  also  to  construct  between  the  wharf  and 
fort  covering  the  channel  a  water  battery  of  six  guns.  This  has  since 
been  reduced  to  five,  in  consequence  of  finding  stone  under  and  near 
the  surface  of  the  earth.  Requisitions  were  made  for  materials,  tools, 
and  ordnance,  and  officers  assigned  to  superintend  the  work ;  bat  no 
laboring  force  was  available  before  Monday  morning. 

In  the  evening,  after  having  made  requisition  for  troops,  materials, 
tools,  &c,  accompanied  by  one  assistant,  I  left  in  a  small  boat  for  Craney 
Island.  As  far  as  practicable  the  ground  was  examined  by  moonlight 
Neither  troops  nor  laborers  arrived  during  the  night,  but  about  8  a.  m, 
Monday  morning  labor  commenced  coming  in  from  the  plantations, 
and  by  10.30  a,  m.  about  one  hundred  aud  twenty  laborers,  with  a  suit- 
able number  of  carts,  had  been  placed  on  the  work,  which  had  been 
laid  out  to  mount  twenty  guns,  which  cover  all  the  channel-way  within 
range  from  N.  5°  W.  to  E. 

A  battery,  to  mount  twelve  guns,  has  been  laid  out  on  Penner's  Point. 
The  work  on  this  is  under  the  control  of  officers  of  the  Navy,  but  requi- 
sitions for  the  laborers  and  tools  have  been  filled  at  this  office. 

Boiler's  Point  has  been  examined,  and  lines  marked  for  three  batteries, 
of  six  guns  each.  This  position  is  so  unfavorable  for  defense,  no  works 
have  been  commenced  there. 


The  works  in  progress  will  mount  sixty-one  guns  when  completed. 
Of  these,  fourteen  will  be  at  the  Naval  Hospital,  fifteen  at  Fort  Norfolk, 
twelve  at  Penner's  Point,  and  twenty  on  Craney  Island.  I  am  unable 
to  state  the  number  ready  for  service.  At  the  Naval  Hospital  the  officer 
in  charge  reports  ten  ready  for  action,  two  8-inch  shell  and  eight  32- 
pounders,  with  furnaces  and  fuel  for  heating  shot 
From  Fort  Norfolk  the  report  is  not  yet  in.  On  Thursday  the  guns 


April  27. 
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on  the  rampart,  and  the  platform  nearly  ready  to  receive 
Penner'a  Point  work  is  to  be  commenced  to-day  by  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment. Oraney  Island  is  ready  for  the  platform  and  guns.  One  lighter, 
carrying  four  9-inch  columbiads,  with  fifty  rounds  of  ammunition  for 
each,  was  ordered  down  yesterday  p.  m. 

Last  evening  Assistant  Engineer  Sharp  was  detailed  to  make  an  ex- 
amination of  the  approaches  to  the  city  and  navy-yard,  and  to  prepare 
a  map  of  the  country  lying  between  the  Elizabeth  River  and  East 
Branch,  within  ten  miles  of  this  place.  Mr.  Conway  Howard  was  de- 
tailed to  assist  him. 

I  have  unofficially  learned  that  a  battery  of  four  guns  is  under  con- 
struction, by  the  residents,  near  Bushy  Bluff,  which  I  contemplate  visit- 
ing in  the  course  of  the  day.  Further  examinations  will  be  made  this 
side  of  Boiler's  Point  for  more  favorable  ground  before  commencing 
Hollers  .roiut. 

by  your  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  TALCOTT, 


General  Orders,  \       Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

No.  3.  f  Richmond,  Va.,  April  26,  1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  of  the  Virginia  volunteers,  is  for  the 
it  assigned  to  the  command  of  all  the  State  forces  in  and  about 


•  •••••• 

By  order  of  Major-General  Lee: 

R.  a  GARNETT, 


Special  Orders,  )         Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

No.  2.  J  Richmond,  Va.,  April  26,  1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  Walter  Gwynn,  of  the  Virginia  volunteers,  bas  been  as* 
signed  to  the  chief  command  of  the  State  forces  in  and  about  the  city 
of  Norfolk.  In  exercising  that  command,  it  is  desired  that  he  advise 
with,  and,  as  far  as  practicable,  act  in  relation  to  naval  matters  in  con- 
sonance with  the  views  of  the  senior  naval  officer  preseut  It  is  further 
suggested  that  the  interests  of  the  State  might  be  best  served  by  em- 
ploying naval  officers  in  the  construction  and  service  of  water  batteries, 
or  such  as  are  intended  to  act  against  shipping. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Lee : 

R.  S.  GARNETT, 


Montgomery,  April  26,  1861. 

Governor  John  Letcher,  Richmond,  Va. : 

The  convention  between  your  commonwealth  and  this  Government 
places  at  the  disposal  of  the  President  the  military  force  of  Virginia. 
Will  you  therefore  inform  me  of  what  this  force  consists,  and  at  what 
points  and  in  what  numbers  it  is  being  rendezvoused.  For  action  here 
an  early  answer  is  requested. 

L.  P.  WALKER. 
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Headquarters,  Richmond,  Va.,  April  27,  1861. 

I  respectfully  ask  of  the  governor  and  council  what  arrangements 
have  been  made  to  enable  the  army  of  the  State  to  take  the  field  T  Be- 
sides the  necessary  camp  equipage,  some  means  of  transportation  must 
be  provided  other  than  that  furnished  by  the  railroad  companies.  It 
will  not  always  be  possible  to  adhere  to  the  railroad  routes,  and  pro- 
vision must  be  made  for  maneuvering  in  front  of  an  enemy  and  for 
supplying  troops  with  provisions,  and  at  positions  to  be  held  or  forced. 
Horses  for  the  light  batteries  will  be  necessary,  and  wagons  for  local 
transportation.  Are  there  any  fund 3  for  these  purposes,  or  how  are 
they  to  be  procured  t* 
Very  respectfully, 

K.  E.  LEE, 


Executive  Department,  April  27,  1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  E.  Lee,  Commanding,  &c: 

Sir  :  You  will  direct  Col.  T.  J.  Jackson  to  proceed  to  Harper's  Ferry, 
to  organize  into  regiments  the  volunteer  forces  which  have  been  called 
into  the  service  of  the  State,  and  which  may  be  assembled  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. Direct  him  to  report  with  as  much  dispatch  as  possible  the 
number  and  description  of  the  companies  thus  organized  ;  the  character 
and  condition  of  their  arms,  and  the  names  of  the  company  officers 
present  for  duty,  and  where  from  j  also,  the  names  of  all  general,  field, 
and  staff  officers  now  in  the  field  in  that  command,  that  the  Executive 
may  have  the  information  required  for  the  proper  organization  of  the 
regiments  and  brigades  according  to  the  ordinance  of  the  Convention  of 
April  21, 1861.  You  will  place  Colonel  Jackson,  for  the  present,  in  com- 
mand of  the  troops  in  that  locality,  and  give  him  such  general  instruc- 
tions as  may  be  required  for  the  military  defenses  of  the  State.  Direct 
him  to  make  diligent  inquiry  as  to  the  state  of  feeling  in  the  north- 
western portion  of  the  State.  If  necessary,  appoint  a  confidential  agent 
for  that  purpose,  but  great  confidence  is  placed  in  the  personal  knowl 
edge  of  Major  Jackson  in  this  regard.  If  deemed  expedient,  he  can  as- 
semble the  volunteer  forces  of  the  northwest  at  such  points  as  he  mav 
deem  best,  giving  prompt  information  of  the  same.  Promptness  in  all 
these  matters  is  indispensable. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  LETCHER. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forges, 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  27,  1861. 

Col.  Thomas  J.  Jackson, 

Virginia  Volunteers,  Camp  near  Richmond,  Va,  : 

Colonel  i  You  will  proceed,  without  delay,  to  Harper's  Ferry,  Va., 
in  execution  of  the  orders  of  the  governor  of  the  State,  and  assume 
command  of  that  post.  After  mustering  into  the  service  of  the  State 
such  companies  as  may  be  accepted  under  your  instructions,  you  will 

organize  them  into  regiments  or  battalions,  uniting,  as  far  as  possible, 

,  -  . — ■ — . — . 

"Answer  not  found. 
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companies  from  the  same  section  of  the  State.  These  will  be  placed 
under  their  senior  captains,  until  the  field  officers  can  be  appointed  by 
the  governor.  It  is  desired  that  you  expedite  the  transfer  of  the  ma- 
chinery to  this  place,  ordered  to  the  Richmond  Armory,  should  it  uot 
have  been  done,  and  that  you  complete,  as  fast  as  possible,  any  guns  or 
rifles  partially  constructed,  should  it  be  safe  and  practicable.  Your  at- 
tention will  be  particularly  directed  to  the  safety  of  such  arms,  machin- 
ery, parts  of  arms,  raw  material,  &c,  that  may  be  useful,  to  insure 
which  they  must  be  at  once  sent  into  the  interior,  if  in  your  judgment 
necessary.  If  any  artillery  companies  offer  their  services,  or  are  mus- 
tered into  the  service  of  the  State,  and  are  without  batteries,  report  the 


I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

R.  hi.  LLE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Alexandria,  Va.,  April  27,  1861. 

Genera]  Lee,  Commander-in-Chief: 

Having  succeeded  in  accomplishing  the  objects  of  taking  up  my  tem- 
porary headquarters  at  this  place,  I  proceed  to-morrow  morning  to  Cul- 
peper  Court-House,  by  the  6  o'clock  train,  which,  as  at  present  advised, 
will  be  my  headquarters  for  some  time  to  come.  Colonel  Jones,  having 
arrived,  will  accompany  me  to  Gulpeper  Court- House.  I  have  arranged 
for  my  communications,  through  the  medium  of  rail,  wire,  and  courier, 
to  headquarters,  and  I  have,  also,  through  a  private  chain  of  couriers 
(hence  through  Maryland  to  Baltimore),  connected  with  General  Steuart, 
in  that  city.  My  first  volunteer  aid,  John  S.  Barbour,  jr.,  remaining 
here,  will  receive  dispatches  at  Alexandria. 

PHILIP  ST.  GEO.  COCKE. 


Ordnance  Department,  Richmond,  Va.,  April  27, 1861. 
Major-General  Lee,  Commanding  Army  and  Navy  of  Virginia : 

General:  As  your  attention  is  so  much  monopolized  by  the  personal 
applications  of  our  rather  unsystematized  citizen  soldiers,  I  prefer  to 
put  on  paper  what  I  have  to  say: 

1st.  Without  your  positive  order  I  fear  there  will  be  a  dangerous 
delay  in  removing  the  machinery  from  Harper's  Ferry.  Captain  Carter, 
of  this  department,  sent  by  me  to  take  charge  of  and  remove  this  ma- 
chinery, writes  me  that  it  will  take  probably  six  weeks  to  remove  it. 
From  the  tenor  of  his  letter  I  conclude  that  there  is  a  disposition  from 
the  surrounding  citizens  to  bold  back  the  removal.  Would  it  not  be 
best  for  you  to  instruct  General  Harper,  in  command,  to  push  forward 
this  matter  t 

2d.  As  there  is  not  room  at  the  armory  to  work  up  and  pack  away 
all  the  ammunition  for  heavy  ordnance,  field  pieces,  and  small-arms,  I 
respectfully  suggest  that  the  laboratory  work  upon  all  ammunition  for 
the  heavy  pieces  for  stationary  batteries  be  done  elsewhere  than  at  the 
armory,  and  uuder  the  superintendence  of  a  naval  officer.  Why  not  at 
Norfolk  t  If  not  there,  I  can  get  a  large  tobacco  factory  in  this  city.  It 
is  more  than  I  can  attend  to,  having  but  one  officer  in  my  department, 
and  he  away  at  Harper's  Ferry.  In  conversing  with  Captain  Minor,  of 
60  r  r — vol  n 
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the  Navy,  he  entirely  approves  of  this;  but  your  order  seems  to  be  re- 
quired. I  can  attend  to  all  field  artillery  and  foot  troops,  but  wish  the 
heavy  guns  and  their  ammunition  to  be  under  the  Navy  Department. 

If  it  be  intended  to  give  me  an  experienced  officer  to  aid  me  in  the 
Ordnance  Department,  please  do  so,  but  give  him  a  rank  beyond  that 
of  captain,  as  if  he  is  experienced  he  should  rank  higher  than  captain. 
The  call  for  ammunition  has  been  and  is  yet  great.  I  hope  none  will  be 
wasted,  for  we  have  none  to  spare.  As  it  now  is,  General  Richardson, 
adjutant-general,  gives  the  orders  for  the  issues— carefully,  I  know,  but 
he  is  importuned  excessively.  Some  assistance,  I  think,  should  be  given 
him.   Pardon  this  suggestive  communication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  yours,  very  respectfully, 

0.  DIMMOCK, 
Colonel  of  Ordnance, 

■ 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  April  28, 1861. 

Col.  Thomas  J.  Jackson, 

Virginia  Volunteers.  Commanding  Harper's  Ferry,  Va.: 

Colonel  :  The  major-general  commanding  instructs  me  to  direct  you 
to  cause  all  the  arms  from  the  Harpers  Ferry  Arsenal,  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  militia  and  citizens  serving  at  that  point,  to  be  returned  to  yon, 
except  such  as  may  be  in  the  hands  of  those  who  volunteer  and  shall  be 
mustered  into-  service  by  you  under  your  instructions  of  yesterday.  As 
soon  as  practicable  you  are  instructed  to  report  here  the  number  and 
condition  of  the  arms  so  returned. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Potomac  Department, 

Culpeper  Court-House,  Va.,  April  28,  1801—12.30  p.  m. 

General  Lee,  Commander-in-Chief,  Richmond,  Fa.; 

Having  completed  the  requisite  arrangements  at  Alexandria,  and 
succeeded  in  informing  myself  of  the  actual  state  of  things  at  that  out- 
post of  my  command,  in  sight  of  the  enemy,  I  proceeded  this  morning, 
by  the  7  o'clock  train,  accompanied  by  the  assistant  adjutant-general, 
my  aide,  and  secretary,  towards  this  place,  which  I  reached  at  10  a.  m., 
and  where  I  propose,  for  some  time  to  come,  to  establish  my  head- 
quarters. I  left  all  quiet  and  composed  at  Alexandria,  where  by  my 
presence,  during  the  suddenly  augmented  flow  of  Northern  vandalism 
through  Annapolis,  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  avert  alarm  and  panic. 

Intelligence  first  reached  me,  ever  finding  a  solution  through  my  knowl- 
edge of  and  confident  faith  in  the  existing  status,  not  immediately,  in 
my  opinion,  threatened  to  be  overthrown,  so  long  as  there  is  nothing 
more  than  a  mere  persistence  in  a  course  on  the  part  of  the  enemy, 
long  ago  initiated,  and  even  now  only  intensified  and  strengthened; 
thus  solving,  as  I  did,  the  thousand  sensations,  rumors,  and  accounts 
that  poured  in  upon  me  during  my  whole  stay  in  Alexandria. 

I  have  been  enabled  to  infuse  the  same  confidence  into  the  minds  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  the  place,  to  have  secured  their  confidence,  and  to 
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have  left  them  for  the  present  tranquil  and  firm ;  whilst  at  the  same  time 
I  have  provided  to  organize  the  few  troops  in  that  extreme  outpost ;  to 


provide  for  strengthening  the  same  for  the  present  up  to  about  one 
thousand  men ;  to  establishing  my  communications  in  every  direction, 
aud  thence  to  these  headquarters ;  to  throw  myself  in  connection  with 
various  persons  and  sources  of  information  at  Alexandria;  to  inform 
myself  as  correctly  as  possible  as  to  the  number,  efficiency,  movements, 
and  animus  of  the  enemy,  and  by  every  means  in  my  power  to  urge  on 
such  an  organization,  drilling,  and  discipline  of  the  troops  of  that  post 
as  would  best  prepare  them  for  the  trying  position  they  occupy. 

In  coming  here,  sir,  I  find  myself,  as  upon  my  first  arrival  in  Alexan- 
dria, "  with  naked  hands." 

Colonel  Jones,  fortunately  assigned  to  me  as  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  is  the  first  Army  officer  to  report  for  duty  within  my  com- 
mand. He  promptly  arrived  in  Alexandria  last  evening,  and  is  with 
me  here  to  day.  He  will  know  what  to  do  with  his  department,  but 
I  want  an  assistant  quartermaster-general,  a  chief  of  the  medical  de- 
partment, an  ordnance  officer,  a  chief  of  military  engineering  of  talent. 
I  had  heretofore  insinuated  a  preference  in  this  last  connection.  I 
want  arms.  I  am  expecting  from  fifteeu  hundred  to  two  thousand  guns 
from  Harper's  Ferry,  when  they  shall  be  able  to  fit  them  up  from  the 
wreck  of  that  place.  I  want  a  chief  of  artillery ;  I  want  powder  j  two 
or  three  batteries  of  field  artillery  (6-pounders),  with  caissons,  ammuni- 
tion, complete  for  service,  &c 

My  part  now  will  be  to  rally  the  men  of  the  fine  country  around  me, 
to  establish  camps  of  instruction,  to  wit :  Leesburg,  Warren  ton,  head- 
quarters, and  at  or  near  Dangerfield,  in  supporting  distance  of  Alex- 
andria. I  want  camp  equipage  for  the  various  encampments  above 
indicated. 

In  regard  to  Harper's  Ferry,  that  most  important  strategic  point  on 
my  left,  and  in  connection  with  which  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  place 
myself  in  a  satisfactory  attitude  and  connection  owing  to  the  lack  of 
telegraph  communication ;  of  continued  rail ;  for  want  of  full  under- 
standing with  the  chief  of  command  at  that  position  -?  for  want  of  the 
requisite  and  reliable  information  of  all  the  various  circumstances  and 
conditions  affecting  the  present  military  state  of  things  at  that  post 

I  have,  since  my  arrival  here,  indicated  the  plan  of  sending  Assistant 
Adjutant-General  Jones,  by  rail,  to-morrow,  to  that  point,  to  obtain  all 
such  information,  and  to  report  to  me  accurately  and  fully  the  present 
of  things  there  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

PHILIP  ST.  GEO.  COCKE, 
Brigadier-  General,  Potomac  Department,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  \         Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

No.  7.         J  Richmond,  Fa.,  April  28,  1861. 

Col.  Thomas  J.  Jackson,  Virginia  Volunteers,  having  been  assigned 
to  the  duty  of  mustering  into  service  volunteers  at  Harper's  Ferry  and 
to  the  command  of  that  place,  Maj.  Gen.  Kenton  Harper,  of  the  Virginia 
Militia,  now  in  command  there,  and  the  militia  troops  under  him,  are 
relieved  from  duty  until  further  orders.  Great  credit  and  commendation 
is  due  to  General  Harper  and  his  command  for  the  alacrity  with  which 
they  came  to  the  defense  of  that  part  of  their  State. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Lee : 

K.  S.  GAKNETT, 
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Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  29,  1861. 

Maj.  A.  Losing,  Commanding  Volunteers,  Wheeling,  Va.: 

Major  :  You  will  muster  into  the  service  of  the  State  such  volunteer 
companies  as  may  offer  themselves,  in  compliance  with  the  call  of  the 
governor,  take  command  of  them,  and  direct  the  military  operations  for 
the  protection  of  the  terminus  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  on 
the  Ohio  River,  and  also  that  of  the  road.  It  is  desirable  that  the  busi- 
ness o(>eration8  of  the  company  and  peaceful  travel  shall  not  be  inter- 
rupted, but  be  afforded  protection.  Maj.  F.  M.  Boykin,  jr.,  has  been 
directed  to  give  protection  to  the  road  in  the  vicinity  of  Grafton.  Ton 
will  place  .yourself  in  communication  with  him,  with  the  view  to  co- 
operate, if  necessary.  You  are  requested  to  report  the  number  of  com- 
panies you  may  muster  into  the  service,  the  state  of  the  arms,  condition, 
and  all  the  circumstances  connected  therewith. 
Resofctfullv  &c 

R.  B.  I /BR, 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  29,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  John  McCausland: 

You  will  proceed  to  the  valley  of  the  Kanawha,  and  muster  into  the 
service  of  the  State  such  volunteer  companies  (not  exceeding  ten)  as 
may  offer  their  services,  in  compliance  with  the  call  of  the  governor ; 
take  the  command  of  tnem,  and  direct  the  military  operations  for  the 
protection  of  that  section  of  country.  Your  policy  will  be  strictly  defen- 
sive, and  yon  will  endeavor  to  give  quiet  and  assurance  to  the  inhabit- 
ants. It  has  been  reported  that  two  companies  are  already  found  in 
Kanawha  County,  Captain  Patten's  and  Captain  Sevann's,  and  that 
there  are  two  in  Putnam  County,  Captain  Becketf s  and  Captain  Fife's. 
It  is  supposed  that  others  will  offer  their  services.  The  number  of  en- 
listed men  to  a  company,  fixed  by  the  Convention,  is  eighty- two.  Yon 
will  report  the  condition  of  the  arms,  &c,  of  each  company,  and,  to  ena- 
ble you  to  supply  deficiencies,  five  hundred  muskets,  of  the  old  pattern, 
will  be  sent.  I  regret  to  state  that  they  are  the  only  kind  at  present 
for  issue.  Four  field  pieces  will  also  be  sent  you  as  soon  as  possible, 
for  the  service  of  which  you  are  desired  to  organize  a  company  of  artil- 
lery. The  position  of  the  companies  at  present  is  left  to  your  judgment, 
and  you  are  desired  to  report  what  points  below  Charleston  will  most' 
effectually  accomplish  the  objects  in  view. 
I  am,  sir,  &c, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
Major-Qeneral,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  29, 1861. 

Andrew  Talcott.  Esq.,  Colonel,  Engineers: 

8m :  You  will  proceed  up  James  River,  to  the  vicinity  of  Burwell's 
Bay,  and  select  the  most  suitable  point  which,  in  your  judgment,  should 
be  fortified,  in  order  to  prevent  the  ascent  of  the  river  by  the  enemy. 
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Lay  off  the  works  and  leave  their  construction  to  Lieut.  C.  Ap  K.  Jones, 
Virginia  Navy,  who  will  accompany  you.  You  will  then  proceed  to  the 
month  of  the  Appomattox,  and  there  perform  the  same  service,  select- 
ing some  point  below  the  month  of  that  river,  supposed  to  be  old  Fort 
Powhatan.  Captain  Cocke  will  take  charge  of  the  construction  of  this 
work.  Be  pleased  to  give  the  above-mentioned  officers  such  instruc- 
tions as  they  may  require  in  the  construction  of  these  works,  and  report 
what  you  shall  have  done. 


Respectfully,  &c, 


R.  E.  LEE, 


Richmond,  Va.,  April  29,  1861. 

CoL  B.  8.  Garnett, 

Adiutont- General.  Yirainia  Armv.  Richmond.  Va. : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  there  are  three  light  artillery 
batteries  now  together  at  the  artillery  barracks,  Baptist  Seminary,  vie : 
Randolph's  (of  six  pieces,  called  the  Howitzer  Battery).  Cabell's  (four 
pieces  of  light  artillery),  and  Latham's  (four  pieces  of  light  artillery). 
Two  pieces  will  be  added  to  Randolph's  battery,  he  having  two  hundred 
and  twenty-five  drilled  men  in  bis  company.  I  propose  that  these  two 
pieces  should  be  Parrotts  rifled  cannon,  as  being  more  nearly  the  weight 
of  Randolph's  howitzers,  which  are  of  the  Daulgren  pattern. 

I  have  to  request  that  the  battery  of  rifled  cannon  (Parrotts),  now  in 
charge  of  Captain  Walker,  and  some  forty  men,  not  mustered  into  serv- 
ice, and  now  at  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  be  ordered  to  the  artillery  bar- 
racks near  this  place,  and,  after  turning  over  their  cannon  and  imple- 
ments, that  Captain  Walker's  company  (if  it  can  be  made  up  to  its 
proper  complement)  be  received  into  the  artillery  service  and 


so  as  to  be  ready  for  service  with  any  battery  that  may  be 
for  it. 

Randolph's  battery,  being  divided  into  two  batteries,  of  four  pieces 
each,  both  under  his  command,  will  thus  (with  the  cadet  battery)  make 
six  batteries,  of  four  pieces  each,  which  should  be  housed  immediately. 
1  have  to  request,  therefore,  that  three  hundred  and  fifty -six  horses 
be  purchased  without  delay  for  mounting  these  companies,  and  that 
the  Quarterraaster-Geueral  should  be  directed  to  send  them  out  to  the 
artillery  barracks  (as  they  may  be  called  for  by  requisitions  of  the  cap- 
tains, approved  by  the  proper  authorities),  and  to  furnish,  also,  the 
necessary  halters,  riding  saddles  and  bridles,  picket-rope,  girths,  horse- 
blankets,  horseshoes,  and  forage ;  also,  that  the  Ordnance  Department 
be  instructed  to  furnish  such  batteries  of  light  artillery  with  their  har- 
ness and  caissons  complete,  and  battery  wagons  and  forges,  as  may  be 
required  from  time  to  time  by  requisition,  and  to  purchase  at  once  the 
running-gear  of  as  many  wagons  as  can  be  conveniently  turned  into 
caissons,  for  the  service  of  such  pieces  as  are  or  may  be  mounted. 

The  following  is  the  estimate  of  horses  for  each  battery,  subject  to 
such  modifications  as  experience  may  suggest,  viz :  Randolph's  Dahlgren 
howitzers,  with  two  rifled  guns  attached.  84  horses ;  Cabell's  light  bat- 
tery, of  four  pieces,  68.  horses ;  Latham's  light  battery,  of  four  pieces, 
68  horses ;  rifled  battery,  of  four  pieces,  at  Fredericksburg,  68  horses; 
cadet  battery,  of  four  guns,  at  the  fair  grounds,  68  horses.  Total  for 
six  batteries,  356  horses. 

For  the  purpose  of  assisting  in  drilling  these  companies,  I  request 
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that  ten  cade  to,  of  the  higher  classes,  be  detached  and  ordered  to  report 
to  me  for  temporary  duty.  They  will  be  borne  on  the  provision  return 
of  one  of  the  companies,  and  arrangements  will  be  made  for  messing 
and  quartering  them  comfortably.  I  recommend  that  the  cadet  bat- 
tery be  turned  over  to  me  also,  to  be  prepared  for  the  field  and  for 
the  purposes  of  drill.  I  request,  also,  that  as  many  artillery  officers 
(late  of  the  U.  8.  Army)  as  can  be  spared  be  ordered  to  report  to  me 
for  duty.   At  present  1  have  no  staff  officers  of  any  description. 

There  are  field  pieces  enough  in  the  State  for  more  than  twenty  com- 
panies, or  two  regiments.  Taking  that  as  a  basis,  and  deducting  six 
batteries  (the  horses  of  which  have  been  estimated  for  above),  there 
will  be  required  for  the  remaining  batteries,  if  six  horses  to  a  piece  be 
used,  952  horses ;  if  four,  &16  horses.  Should  any  of  the  batteries  be 
of  12  pounder  guns  and  24- pounder  howitzers,  which  I  would  recom- 
mend to  a  limited  extent,  then  the  estimate  would  be  increased  pro- 
portionately.- 

There  is  at  the  camp  of  the  cadets  one  rifled  gun  (Parrott),  without 
carriage.  I  think  it  ought  to  be  sent  to  the  artillery  barracks.  Colonel 
Gillam  offered  it  to  me,  and  also  informed  me  that  Sergeant  Rapwtsay, 
an  experienced  ordnance  sergeant,  was  at  my  service,  and  recommended 
him  strongly  to  me.  1  should  like  to  have  him  ordered  to  report  to  me 
at  once.  I  am  also  informed  that  the  cadets  have  sixty -five  artillery 
sabers,  which  I  desire  to  get,  as  one  of  the  companies  of  artillery  has 
not  an  arm  of  any  kind  with  which  to  arm  themselves,  even  as  sentinels. 

As  the  making  of  harness  for  artillery  seems  to  be  a  slow  operation, 
from  the  scarcity  of  mechanics,  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  a 
pattern  of  the  artillery  harness  be  sent  to  each  of  the  considerable  towns 
on  the  lines  of  the  railroads,  where  they  can  be  manufactured.  Some 
carriages  might  also  be  procured  with  more  rapidity  in  this  way,  as 
well  as  tents,  which  the  artillery  companies,  that  have  reported,  are  in 
of. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

OoUmel,  Virginia  Volunteer*. 


April  30. 

Approved  (except  the  adding  of  Parrott  guns  to  Randolph's  battery) 
and  respectfully  forwarded. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 
Major- General,  Virginia  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  80, 1861. 

Maj.  F.  M.  Botkin,  Jr.,  Virginia  Volunteers,  Weston,  Va.: 

You  are  desired  to  take  measures  to  muster  into  the  service  of  the 
State  such  volunteer  companies  as  may  offer  their  services  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  northwestern  portion  of  t  he  State.  Assume  the  command, 
take  post  at  or  near  Grafton,  unless  some  other  point  should  offer  greater 
facilities  for  the  command  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  and  the 
branch  to  Parkersburg.  It  is  not  the  object  to  interrupt  peaceful  travel 
on  the  road  or  to  offer  annoyance  to  citizens  pursuing  their  usual  a  v  oca- 
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t  ions ;  but  to  hold  the  road  for  the  benefit  of  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
and  to  prevent  its  being  used  against  them.  Ton  will  therefore  en- 
deavor to  obtain  the  co  operation  of  the  officers  of  the  road,  and  afford 
them,  on  your  part,  every  assistance  in  your  power.  You  will  also 
endeavor  to  give  quiet  and  security  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  country. 

MaJ.  A.  Loring,  at  Wheeling,  has  been  directed,  with  the  volunteer 
companies  under  his  command,  to  give  protection  to  the  road,  near  its 
terminus,  at  the  Ohio  River,  and  you  will  ulace  yourself  in  communica- 
tion with  him,  and  co  operate  with  him,  if  necessary. 

Please  state  whether  a  force  at  Parkersbnrg  will  be  necessary,  and 
what  number  of  companies  can  be  furnished  in  that  vicinity.  You  are 
requested  to  report  the  number  of  compauies  you  may  muster  into  the 

best  means  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  in  view. 

To  enable  you  to  supply  any  deficiency  in  arms  in  the  companies,  two 
hundred  muskets,  of  the  old  pattern,  flint-locks,  will  be  forwarded  by 
Colonel  Jackson,  the  commanding  officer  at  Harper's  Ferry,  to  your 
order,  from  whence  you  must  take  measures  to  receive  them  and  convey 
them  in  safety  to  their  destination,  under  guard,  if  necessary.  I  regret 
no  other  arms  are  at  present  for  issue. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

R.  E.  LEG, 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  30,  1861. 

General  Walter  Gwynn, 

Commanding  Virginia  Forces,  near  Norfolk,  Va.  : 

General  :  In  the  report  of  Col.  Andrew  Talcott;  describing  the  de- 
fenses of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  there  is  no  mention  of  any  projected 
work  designed  to  prevent  the  ascent  of  the  Nansemond  River,  bv  which 
it  seems  that  attacking  parties  might  approach  the  navy-jard  from  the 
west  Are  defenses  necessary  in  that  quarter  t  It  is  desirable,  so  far 
as  possible,  to  regulate  the  labor  you  may  require  in  all  your  depart- 
ments by  the  wants  of  the  several  departments,  and  to  direct  it  to  the 
best  advantage,  so  as  to  limit  the  expense  as  much  as  possible. 
Very  respectfully, 

R.  S.  GARNETT, 

Adjutant- General 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  30, 1861. 
Col.  C.  Dimmock,  Ordnance  Department : 

Major-General  Lee  directs  that,  with  the  knowledge  of  General  Rich- 
ardson, you  will  forward,  in  addition  to  the  two  hundred  flint-lock 
muskets  for  the  volunteers  of  Kanawha  Valley,  four  iron  6  pounder 
cannon,  dismounted,  and  twenty  rounds  of  ammunition,  and  axles  for 
the  carriages,  if  they  can  be  spared. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  M.  BROOKE, 
Lieutenant,  Virginia  Navy. 
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Richmond  Armory,  April  30,  1861. 

General  J.  B.  Johnston,  Virginia  Volunteer*: 

Sib  :  On  inquiry  from  the  armorer  here,  I  find  we  have  on  hand  the 
following  arms:  Altered  muskets,  1,500:  U.  8.  flint  muskets,  6,000; 
English  muskets,  300;  Sharp's  carbines  (rifled),  93;  Harper's  Ferry  rifles 
(sword-bayonets),  300;  Virginia  altered  rifles,  260;  flint-rifles,  300;  U.  8. 
altered  rifles,  50 ;  revolvers  of  all  kinds,  170 ;  flint-pistols,  400. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  8.  SAUNDERS, 
Captain,  Virginia  Volunteer*, 


Montgomery,  May  1,  1861. 
Governor  John  Letcher,  Richmond,  Va. : 

I  have  received  no  reply  to  my  dispatch  of  the  26th  of  April,  relative 
to  the  military  force  of  Virginia,  its  organization  and  disposition.  Until 
this  information  is  received,  it  is  impossible  for  the  President  to  deter- 
mine in  what  manner  he  can  best  execute  the  convention  between  your 
Commonwealth  and  this  Government,  by  which  that  force  was  made 
subject  to  his  control.  K  R  WALKER. 


ExKOUTTVB  Department,  May  1,  186L 

General  Lee  will  give  instructions  to  call  out  volunteers  to  the  extent 
that  may  be  necessary  for  the  defenses  at  Harper's  Ferry. 

JOHN  LETCHER. 


Richmond,  Mav  1.  1861. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker  : 

Arrangements  have  been  made  to  call  out,  if  necessary,  50,000 
volunteers  from  Virginia,  to  be  rendezvoused  at  Norfolk,  Richmond, 
Fredericksburg,  Alexandria,  Harper's  Ferry,  Grafton,  Kanawha,  Park- 
ersburg,  and  Moundsyille.  Convention  has  authorized  a  provisional 
army  of  10,000.  Our  troops  are  poorly  armed.  Tolerable  supply  of 
powder;  deficient  in  caps. 

JNO.  LETCHER. 


ADJUTANT  AND  INSPECTOR  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

Montgomery,  May  1,  1861. 
Lieut  Col.  E.  K.  Smith,  C.  8.  A.,  Lynchburg,  Va.: 

Three  regiments  from  Tennessee,  two  from  Alabama,  two  from  Missis- 
sippi, and  one  from  Arkansas,  in  all  eight  regiments,  to  concentrate  at 
Lynchburg. 

8.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  QeneraL* 
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Extracts  from  the  proceedings  of^the  Advisory  Council  of  the  State  of 

Wednesday,  May  1, 1861. 

Present,  John  J.  Allen,  president ;  Francis  H .  Smith,  M.  F.  Maury  > 
and  Robert  L.  Montague. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  * 

A  telegram  from  Governor  Harris,  of  Tennessee,  stating  that  the  tele- 
gram from  the  governor  of  Virginia  of  22d  April,  asking  how  far  Ten- 
nessee could  be  relied  on  for  co-operation,  had  been  received,  and  that 
at  the  same  time  he  had  received  a  telegram  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
of  die  Confederate  States,  asking  him  to  send  three  regiments  to  ren- 
dezvous at  Lynchburg  to  aid  Virginia,  and  informing  him  that  the  troops 
sent  should  be  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States  and 
armed  and  provisioned  at  Lynchburg.  Governor  Harris  says,  further, 
that  the  troops  are  ready  to  go  to  Lynchburg  if  they  can  be  armed  and 
provisioned  there,  but  that  it*  sent  they  will  desire  to  continue  as  troops 
of  Tennessee,  so  as  to  be  subject  to  recall  if  they  are  wanted  at  home. 

Advised  unanimously  that  the  following  telegram  bo  returned  in 
answer  to  Governor  Harris : 

Since  telegram  of  23d  of  April  Convention  has  formed  provisional  agreement  with 
Confederate  States,  placing  troops  of  Virginia  under  control  and  direction  of  Prem- 
dent  of  Confederate  States.  Those  from  Tennessee  should  be  subject  to  same  ruin, 
and  at  Lynchburg  can  be  provided  for  as  troops  of  Virginia  by  Colonel  " 


JOHN  J.  ALLEN. 
FRANCIS  H.  S 
M.  F.  MAURY. 
RO.  L.  MONTAGUE. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  1, 1861. 

CoL  T.  J.  Jackson,  Commanding  Harper's  Ferry,  Va. : 

Colonel  :  Under  authority  of  the  governor  of  the  State,  you  are 
directed  to  call  out  volunteer  companies  from  the  counties  in  the  valley 
adjacent  to  Harper's  Ferry,  viz,  Morgan,  Berkeley,  Jefferson,  Hamp- 
shire, Hardy,  Frederick,  and  Ciarke,  including  the  troops  you  may 
muster  in  at  Harper's  Ferry,  not  counting  five  regiments  of  infantry, 
one  regiment  of  cavalry,  and  two  batteries  of  light  artillery,  of  four 
pieces  each.  The  average  number  of  enlisted  men  in  each  company 
will  be  eighty-two.  and  the  troops  will  be  directed  to  rendezvous  at 
Harper's  -Ferry.  You  will  select,  as  far  as  possible,  uniformed  compa- 
nies with  arms,  organize  them  into  regiments  under  the  senior  cap- 
tains, until  proper  field  officers  can  be  appointed.  You  will  report  the 
number  of  companies  accepted  in  the  service  of  the  State  under  this 
authority,  their  description,  arms,  &c  Five  hundred  Louisiana  troops, 
said  to  be  en  route  for  this  place,  will  be  directed  to  report  to  you,  and 
you  will  make  provision  accordingly. 

You  are  desired  to  urge  the  transfer  of  ail  the  machinery,  materials, 
&c.,  from  Harper's  Ferry,  as  fast  as  possible,  and  have  it  prepared  in 
Winchester  for  removal  to  Strasburg,  whence  it  will  be  ordered  to  a 
place  of  safety.  The  machinery  ordered  to  this  place  must  be  for- 
warded with  dispatch,  as  has  already  been  directed.   The  remainder  will 
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await  at  Strasburg  farther  orders.  All  the  machinery  of  the  rifle  fac- 
tory, and  everything  of  value  thereiu,  will  be  also  removed  as  rapidly 
as  your  means  will  permit.  If  the  troops  can  be  advantageously  used 
in  the  removal  of  the  machinery,  they  will  be  so  employed.  It  is 
thought  probable  that  some  attack  may  be  made  upon  your  position 
from  Pennsylvania,  and  you  will  keep  yourself  as  well  informed  as  pos- 
sible of  any  movements  against  you.  Should  it  Itecome  necessary  to 
the  defense  of  your  position,  you  will  destroy  the  bridge  across  the 
Potomac.  You  are  particularly  directed  to  keep  your  plans  and  oper- 
ations secret,  and  endeavor  to  prevent  their  being  published  in  the 
papers  of  the  country. 

R.  E.  LEK, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Extracts  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Advisory  Council  of  the  State  of 

Www  If  tifrvU'i 

Thursday,  May  2, 1861. 

An  application  from  the  governor  of  Missouri,  communicated  verbally 
by  a  special  messenger,  for  arms  and  ordnance  and  for  drawings  of 
machinery.  &c.,  necessary  for  their  manufacture  was  brought  before 
the  council. 

Advised  unanimously  that  the  governor  of  Missouri  be  supplied  with 
copies  of  all  the  drawings  at  our  command,  but  for  the  present  it  is  out 
of  our  power  to  loan  arms  or  ordnance  stores. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

The  council  unanimously  advise  that  the  governor  send  a  special 
agent  to  the  legislature  of  Maryland,  to  assure  them  of  the  sympathy  of 
Virginia,  and  to  say  that  should  the  legislature  think  proper  to  commit 
the  power  and  authority  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  in  co-operation  with 
Virginia  and  the  Confederate  States,  in  resistance  to  the  aggressions  of 
the  Government  at  Washington,  then  and  in  that  case  Virginia  will  afford 
all  practicable  facilities  for  the  furtherance  of  such  object,  and  will  place 
such  arms  at  the  disposal  of  the  Maryland  authorities  as  she  may  have 
it  in  her  power  to  give  j  and.  further,  that  the  governor  report  to  Presi- 
dent Davis  informing  1dm  of  this  action  on  the  part  of  the  State. 

•  •••••• 

JOHN  J.  ALLEN. 
FRANCIS  H.  SMITH. 
M.  F.  MAURY. 
RO.  L.  MONTAGUE. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  %  1861. 

General  P.  St.  George  Cocke  : 

General  :  The  commanding  general  has  to-day  ordered  two  hundred 
flint-lock  muskets,  with  fifty  rounds  of  ammunition  for  each,  to  be  sent 
without  delay  to  Alexandria,  for  the  troops  in  and  around  that  point. 
You  are  requested  to  notify  the  officer  in  command  of  the  fact 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

R.  S.  GARNETT, 
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Headquarters  Virginia  Forces. 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  2,  1861. 

Brigadier-Geueral  Cocke,  Virginia  Volunteers: 

General  :  You  were  telegraphed  this  morning  to  place  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Taylor  or  other  experienced  officer  in  command  of  the  troops 
in  and  about  Alexandria.  The  general  directs  that  lie  be  instructed  to 
take  measures  to  secure  the  guns,  ammunition,  and  provisions,  and  to 
unite  with  the  officers  of  the  railroad  companies  in  securing  all  the  roll- 
ing stock  of  their  roads,  and  in  effectually  breaking  up  the  roads  them- 
selves, should  he  be  driven  by  force  from  that  point 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  S.  GARNETT, 

Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  2,  1801. 

Major-General  Gwynn,  Commanding  Norfolk,  Va.  : 

General  :  I  am  instructed  by  Major-General  Lee  to  say  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  rumors  of  a  contemplated  attack  upon  Norfolk,  he  directs 
the  removal,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  a  place  of  security,  of  such  material- 
copper,  lead,  zinc,  &c. — as  may  be  of  importance  to  the  State  and  not 
i tial  to  the  service  of  your  post. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  BROOKE, 
Lieutenant.  Viroinia  Navv. 

M  w  w  ^w  w»  ■       ww  w    ww  *s  www  w  **m     -a  *        %*  m 


Headquarters  Potomac  Department, 

Oulpeper  Court-Bouse,  Va.,  May  2,  1861. 

Major-General  Lee,  Commander-in-Chief : 

Sra :  I  send  herewith  copies  of  instructions  to  Brigadier-General  Rug* 
gles,  commanding  onrmy  left  [?]  Also  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Lieuten- 
ants Maury  and  Smith,  C.  S.  Navy,  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  the 
Northern  forces  in  Washington  and  on  the  Potomac,  in  connection  with 
our  designs  upon  a  certain  point,  I  concur  in  the  correctness,  in  the 
main,  of  their  (M.  and  S.)  views  of  that  condition,  and  instruct  Bngadier- 
Genenel  Ruggles  accordingly.  I  also  gave  General  Ruggles  general  out- 
line instructions,  as  asked  for  by  himself  in  other  connections.  Yon  will 
please  aid  us  both  in  organizing,  iu  the  manner  indicated,  should  you 
approve  our  views,  or  else  instruct  me  how  you  would  have  their  views 
and  designs  modified. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

PHO,ff  ST^GEO.  COCKE^ 

Headquarters  Potomac  Department, 
Oulpeper  Court- Bouse,  May  2,  1861 — 7  a.  m. 
General  Ruggles,  Fredericksburg,  Va. : 

After  consultation  with  Lieutenants  Maury  and  Smith,  of  the  Navy, 
I  find  the  time  is  not  yet  when  we  should  unmask  our  designs  upon  a 
certain  point,  or  when  we  are  in  force  sufficient  to  enter  fully  upon  that 
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enterprise,  in  the  very  face  of  the  enemy,  now  probably  fifty  thousand 
strong  at  Washington,  Annapolis,  and  the  Potomac  River.  The  heavy 
gun*  should  doubtless  be  held  ready  in  your  rear,  and  in  mine  until  we 
shall  be  ready,  on  both  lines  of  operations,  to  converge,  unmask,  and 
force  on  that  enterprise  in  the  face  of  any  odds  that  can  be  brought 
against  us.  Strengthen  your  position,  therefore,  with  men,  munitions, 
and  heavy  ordnance,  while  I  shall  do  the  same.  As  to  your  front,  cover 
it  with  the  "  eyes  and  ears  of  an  army  v — cavalry— as  best  you  may. 
Observe  the  enemy;  gather  intelligence ;  keep  at  your  outposts  lines  of 
vedettes  and  couriers ;  gather,  therefore,  all  the  cavalry  you  can  in  your 
district,  without  infringing  on  mine;  strengthen  yourself  in  infantry  and 
field  artillery;  drill,  organize,  equip,  discipline,  and  generally  get  ready 
to  converge  with  me  when  the  time  shall  come;  keep  yourself  in  regular, 
prompt,  and  speedy  communication  with  my  headquarters,  through  all 
media — rail,  wire,  and  courier;  report  to  Assistant  Adjutant-General 
Jones  from  time  to  time  the  numbers,  description,  and  general  condition 
of  all  forces  under  your  command,  and  how  located  or  distributed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

PHILIP  ST.  GEO.  COCKE, 
Briaadier- General,  Commanding. 


Ctjepeper  Couet-House,  April  29, 1861. 

General  P.  St.  Geo.  Cocke, 

Commanding  on  Line  of  Potomac,  Culpeper  Court  House,  Va.  : 

Snt :  In  obedience  to  your  order  we  have  conferred  upon  the  subject 
of  placing  a  battery  at  the  point  indicated  in  your  instructions,  and 
have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report : 

To  place  this  battery  a  large  supporting  force  will  be  necessary,  and 
as  the  Federal  Government  has  now  in  Washington,  as  we  believe, 
twenty  or  twenty-five  thousand  troops,  and  means  of  transporting  four 
or  five  thousand  in  a  few  hours  to  any  point  on  the  Potomac,  we  con- 
sider a  movement  of  that  kind  at  present  injudicious.  We  would  re- 
spectfully suggest  that  the  two  8-inch  guns,  ammunition,  &c.,  now  in 
Alexandria  be  removed  to  this  or  some  other  point  on  the  railroad, 
where  they  would  be  in  a  safer  position. 

We  are,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

WM.  L.  MAURY. 
WM.  TAYLOR  SMITH, 

Lieutenants,  State  Navy. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Foeces, 

Brigadier-General  Cocke,  Alexandria,  Va. : 

General  :  Your  communication  of  this  date,  inclosing  one  to  Gen- 
eral Buggies  and  one  from  Lieutenants  Smith  and  Maury,  State  Navy, 
have  been  received.  Captain  Lynch,  State  Navy,  has  been  sent  to  ex- 
amine the  defensible  points  of  the  Potomac,  and  when  anything,  based 
upon  his  report,  has  been  definitely  determined  upon,  you  will  be  duly 
informed  01  it.  Colonel  Terrett,  Virginia  volunteers,  will  be  ordered  to 
report  to  you,  when  you  will  be  able  to  put  him  in  command  at  Alex- 
andria, in  the  place  of  Colonel  Taylor. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

R.  S.  GARNETT,  AapUant-General 
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Ordnance  Department, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  May  2,  1861. 

GoL  K.  8.  Garnett,  Adjutant  General : 

Sir  :  Captain  Garter,  of  this  department,  has  just  returned  from 
Harper's  Ferry,  and  report**  that  a  large  portion  of  the  machinery  and 
all  the  materials  are  still  unmoved.  I  am  so  impressed  with  the  impor- 
tance of  securing  this  property,  that  I  report  these  facts  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  General-in-Chief!  If  more  expedition  be  not  made,  may 
it  not  be  recaptured  f 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

0.  DIMMOCK, 


May  2, 1 86 1 . 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker  : 

Reliably  reported  enemy  will  occupy  Alexandria.  Large  force  in 
Washington.  Maryland  overwhelmed,  and  reaction  there  against  us. 
Confusion  in  our  own  councils  in  Richmond.  Extremely  important 
President  Davis  be  there. 

ROGER  A.  PRYOR. 


Richmond,  May  3/1861. 
By  the  Governor  of  Virginia. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 


The  sovereignty  of  the  Commonwealth  of  .Virginia  having 
denied,  her  territorial  rights  assailed,  her  soil  threatened  with  inva- 
sion by  the  authorities  at  Washington,  and  every  artifice  employed 
which  conld  inflame  the  people  of  the  Northern  States  and  misrepresent 
our  purposes  and  wishes,  it  becomes  the  solemn  duty  of  every  citizen  of 
this  State  to  prepare  for  the  impending  conflict.  These  misrepresenta- 
tions have  been  carried  to  such  extent  that  foreigners  and  naturalized 
citizens  who  but  a  few  years  ago  were  denounced  by  the  North  and 
deprived  of  essential  rights  have  now  been  induced  to  enlist  into  regi- 
ments for  the  purpose  of  invading  this  State,  which  then  vindicated 
those  rights  and  effectually  resisted  encroachments  which  threatened 
their  destruction.  Against  such  a  policy  and  against  a  force  which 
the  Government  at  Washington,  relying  upon  its  numerical  strength, 
is  now  rapidly  concentrating,  it  becomes  the  State  of  Virginia  to  pre- 
pare proper  safeguards.  To  this  end  and  for  these  purposes,  and  with 
a  determination  to  repel  invasion,  I,  John  Letcher,  governor  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Virginia,  by  authority  of  the  Convention,  do  hereby 
authorize  the  commanding  general  of  the  military  forces  of  this  State 
to  call  out  and  cause  to  be  mustered  into  the  service  of  Virginia,  from 


time  to  time,  as  the  public  exigencies  may  require,  such  additional 
number  of  volunteers  as  he  may  deem  necessary. 

To  facilitate  this  call  the  annexed  schedule  will  indicate  the  places  of 
rendezvous  at  which  the  companies  called  for  will  assemble  upon  receiv- 
ing orders  for  service. 
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Given  under  my  hand,  as  governor,  and  under  the  seal  of  the 
monwealth,  at  Eichmond,  this  third  day  of  May,  1861,  and  in  the  eighty- 
fifth  year  of  the  Commonwealth. 

JOHN  LETCHER. 

By  the  governor : 

George  W.  Munford. 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


Extracts  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Advisory  Council  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

Friday,  May  3, 1861. 

•  •••••• 

Judge  Cooke,  the  special  messenger  from  the  governor  of  Missouri, 
having  again  appeared  before  the  council  and  urged  what  he  believed 
to  be  the  extreme  importance,  in  the  present  juncture  of  affairs  in  that 
State,  of  a  favorable  response  to  the  application  presented  by  him  yes- 
terday,  at  least  so  far  as  may  secure  the  delivery  to  him  at  the  Ports- 
mouth navy-yard  of  the  heavy  ordnance  asked  for : 

Advised  unanimously  that  General  Gwynn  be  instructed  to  furnish, 
upon  the  order  of  the  governor  of  Missouri,  the  heavy  ordnance  called 
for  in  his  requisition,  provided  that  the  order  can  be  filled  without  detri- 
ment to  the  public  service  at  Norfolk,  in  all  twenty-two  pieces,  ten  24 
and  18-pounder  siege  guns,  four  8-pounder  howitzers,  six  8  or  10-inch 

mortars,  and  two  8-inoh  oolumbiads. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

JOHN  J.  ALLEN. 
FRANCIS  H.  SMITH. 
M.  F.  MAURY. 
RO.  L.  MONTAGUE. 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Montgomery,  May  3,  1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  R.  E.  Lee,  Commanding  State  Forces,  Richmond,  Va, : 

General  :  So  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  that  a  considerable  body  of 
troops  was  to  be  assembled  at  Lynchburg,  Va.,  the  Secretary  of  War 
directed  Lieut  Col.  E.  K.  Smith,  of  the  cavalry,  to  proceed  to  that 
city  in  command,  and  sent  with  him  Maj.  H.  L.  Clay,  assistant  adjutant 
general,  and  Capt.  Thomas  G.  Williams,  commissary.  This  course  was 
adopted  without  any  knowledge  of  an  intention  on  your  part  of  sending 
an  officer  of  the  State  forces  there.  As  there  may  be  some  conflict  of 
authority  should  both  commanders  remain,  it  is  respectfully  suggested 
that  the  State  officer  be  withdrawn,  and  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Smith, 
who  is  personally  known  to  you,  be  left  in  charge. 

lam,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ^J*1^ 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  3, 1861. 

P.  St.  George  Cocke,  Alexandria,  Va.  : 

General  :  Under  the  authority  of  the  governor  of  Virginia,  by  his 
proclamation  of  the  3d  instant,  you  are  hereby  authorized  to  call  out 
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and  muster  into  the  service  of  the  S:ate  volunteer  companies  from  the 
counties  of  Alexandria,  Fairfax,  Loudoun,  Prince  William,  Fauquier, 
Rappahannock,  Culpeper,  Madison,  Greene^Orange,  Albemarle?  Nelson, 
Amherst,  Campbell,  Bedford,  Roanoke,  Botetourt,  and  Craig.  The 
troops  from  the  first  five  named  counties  may  be  directed  to  rendezvous 
at  Leesburg  and  Warrenton,  as  you  may  find  most  advantageous.  Those 
from  the  five  next  named  at  Culpeper  Court-House ;  those  from  Albe- 
marle, Nelson,  and  Amherst  at  Charlottesville ;  the  remainder  at  Lynch- 
burg. The  whole  number  of  companies  thus  called  into  service,  includ- 
ing those  now  in  the  service  of  the  State  and  under  your  command,  will 
not  exceed  ten  regiments  of  infantry  and  rifles,  two  of  cavalry,  and  eight 
companies  of  artillery.  You  will  organize  them  into  regiments,  asso- 
ciating, as  far  as  possible,  companies  from  the  same  section  of  the  State, 
and  place  them  temporarily  under  such  officers  as  may  be  available 
until  their  proper  field  officers  can  be  appointed  by  the  governor.  It 
will  be  necessary  to  send  officers  to  the  respective  rendezvous,  to  mus- 
ter them  into  the  service,  and  it  is  hoped  that  you  will  be  able  to  rap- 
idly organize  the  whole  force.  You  are  desired  to  report  as  soon  as 
practicable  the  number  of  companies  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
State,  their  arms,  condition,  &c  You  will  give  directions  to  the  mus- 
tering officers  to  select  from  the  companies  that  offer  those  that  are  best 
armed  and  instructed  and  give  promise  of  efficient  service. 
Verv  resnectfullv.  &c. 
^      ^      y*  R.E.  LEE, 

Major -General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  May  3, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  Gwynn,  Commanding  at  Norfolk,  Va. : 

General  :  Under  the  authority  of  the  governor  of  Virginia,  by  his 
proclamation  of  the  3d  instant,  yon  are  hereby  authorized  to  call  out 
and  muster  into  the  service  of  the  State  volunteer  companies  from  the 
counties  of  Norfolk,  Nansemond,  Princess  Anne,  Southampton,  Greens- 
ville, and  the  cities  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  not  exceeding,  with  the 
State  troops  already  in  the  service  and  under  your  command,  six  regi- 
ments of  infantry  and  artillery  and  four  companies  of  cavalry.  You  will 
organize  them  into  regiments,  associating,  as  far  as  possible,  companies 
from  the  same  section  of  the  State,  and  place  them  temporarily  under  such 
officers  as  may  be  available  until  their  proper  officers  cau  be  appointed 
by  the  governor.  It  is  hoped  that  you  will  be  able  rapidly  to  organize 
the  whole  force,  and.  with  the  troops  from  Georgia,  be  prepared  by  land 
and  water  to  defend  your  position.  Should  your  force  be  inadequate, 
please  report  the  fact  j  and,  if  the  cavalry  authorized  be  unnecessary, 
you  can  substitute  for  them  an  equal  number  of  infantry  or  artillery 
companies.  You  are  desired  to  report  as  soon  as  possible  the  number 
of  companies  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  State,  their  arms,  condi- 

Very  respectfully, 

R.  13.  LKE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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HEADQUABTEBS  VmOINIA  FOBOBS, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  3, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  Gwynn,  Norfolk,  Va.: 

General  :  J  am  instructed  by  Major-General  Lee,  referring  to  his 
communication  of  the  2d  instant  in  relation  to  the  removal  to  a  place 
of  safety  of  such  materials,  &c.,  of  importance  to  the  State,  now  at  Nor- 
folk, to  say  that  he  desires  also  the  removal  of  such  of  the  following 
articles  as  are  hot  required  for  the  defense  of  Norfolk,  viz :  powder,  shot, 
cannon,  pikes,  and  shells.  As  there  is  a  deficiency  of  arms  in  the  cav- 
alry, some  pikes  might  be  usefully  employed  in  that  service.  The  presi- 
dent of  the  Danville  Railroad  Company  has  offered  the  means  and 
appliances  of  transportation. 
Very  respectfully,  &c, 

JOHN  M.  BROOKE, 
Virginia  Navy,  Acting  Aide-de-Camp. 


Hkadquabtkbs  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  3, 1861. 

Col.  VV.  B.  Taliaferro,  Ofouccntcr  Court-Home,  Va. : 

Colonel  :  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  you  have  been  ap- 
lK)inted  colonel  of  Virginia  volunteers.  Your  commission  will  be  for- 
warded by  the  governor.  If  you  accept  the  position,  you  are  desired  to 
take  command  of  the  troops  ordered  to  Gloucester  Point,  to  defend  the 
passage  of  York  River.  Maj.  P.  R.  Page  has  been  previously  directed 
to  muster  into  the  service  of  the  State,  in  compliance  with  the  call  of 
the  governor,  such  companies  of  volunteers  as  may  offer  their  services. 

A  battery  is  now  under  construction  at  Gloucester  Point,  in  charge 
of  Captain  Whittle,  Virginia  Navy,  with  whom  you  are  desired  to  co- 
operate in  its  construction  and  defense. 
Respectfully,  &c, 

ft.  B.  LEE, 


HEADQUABTEBS  VIRGINIA  FORCES, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  3, 1861. 

Col.  C.  Q.  Tompkins,  Charleston,  Kanawha  County,  Va.  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  you  have  been  ap 
pointed  colonel  of  Virginia  volunteers.   Your  commission  is  herewith 
forwarded  to  you.   If  you  accept,  you  will  take  command  of  such  troops 
as  may  be  called  out  in  Kanawha  under  the  proclamation  of  the  gov- 
ernor. 

Lieut.  Col.  John  McCauslaud  has  been  previously  directed  to  muster 
into  the  service  such  companies  as  may  volunteer  under  the  call  of  the 
governor.  You  will  take  measures  to  secure  the  safety  and  quiet  of  that 
county.   Report  what  point  you  will  occupy  for  the  purpose. 

Four  field-pieces,  6-pounders,  and  some  muskets,  have  been  sent  to 
the  Kanawha  Valley,  subject  to  the  order  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  McCaus- 
laud. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

R.  S.  GARNETT, 

Adjutant  General, 
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Norfolk,  Va.,  May  3, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  K.  E.  Lee,  Commanding : 

Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  telegraphic  dispatches  of  this  date,  signed  by 
Charles  B.  Talcott,  superintendent  of  the  Richmond  and  Danville  Rail- 
road, L.  E.  Harvie,  and  one  from  yourself,  referring  them  to  me.  I  feel 
confident  I  can  hold  the  navy-yard  against  any  force  now  apprehended ; 
but,  in  order  to  insure  its  defense,  there  should  be  five  thousand  troops 
collected  here  as  soon  as  possible. 

WALTER  GWYNN. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Virginia  Foroes,  May  3, 1861. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  information  of  his  excellency  Governor 
Letcher. 

»  Five  thousand  volunteers,  including  those  now  in  service  at  Norfolk, 
have  been  called  out  to-day.  In  addition,  the  Georgia  and  Alabama 
regiments  are  ordered  there. 

R.  E.  LEE, 
Major-General. 


[Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  May  3,  1861.] 

Maj.  H.  B.  Tomlin,  Richmond,  Va., 

(King  William  Court- House) : 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  you  have  been  ap- 
pointed major  of  Virginia  volunteers.  Your  commission  will  be  for- 
warded to  you  by  the  governor.  Should  you  accept,  you  are  hereby 
authorized,  under  the  proclamation  of  the  governor  of  Virginia,  of  the 
3d  instant,  to  call  out,  from  the  counties  of  King  William  and  New 
Kent,  two  companies  of  infantry  or  rifles  and  one  company  of  artillery. 

It  is  designed  to  place  at  West  Point  King  William  County,  a  bat- 
tery (from  four  to  six  guns),  to  prevent  the  ascent  of  hostile  vessels,  and 
guard  the  terminus  of  the  railroad.  The  troops  you  have  been  ordered 
to  collect  are  for  the  protection  and  defense  of  this  battery.  It  will  be 
constructed  as  soon  as  the  proper  officer  can  be  obtained  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  you  are  desired  to  take  post  at  that  point,  and  do  all  in  your 
power  to  forward  the  objects  in  view,  and  give  instruction  and  disci- 
pline to  the  troops.  You  will  report  the  number  of  companies  mustered 
into  the  service,  arms,  condition,  &c 
Very  respectfully,  &c, 

THOS.  J.  PAGE, 
Virginia  Navy,  Acting  Aide-deCamp. 


Richmond,  May  4, 1861. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker: 

Threatening  demonstrations  to  recover  Norfolk  navy -yard  made  uec- 
to  divert  the  Georgians  at  Weldon  for  Norfolk. 

JNO.  LETCHER* 

51  n  R — vol  u 
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HEADQU AKTEK9  VIRGINIA  FORCES, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  4, 1861. 

Col.  T.  J.  Jackson, 

Commanding  Virginia  Volunteers ,  Harper's  Ferry,  Va. : 

Colonel  :  The  letter  addressed  to  you,  of  this  day's  date,  was  erro- 
neous. Tou  will  therefore  destroy  it,  and,  instead  of  extending  your 
call  for  volunteers  to  the  counties  of  Page.  Pendleton,  and  Warren, 
as  therein  directed,  extend  it  to  the  counties  of  Shenandoah,  Page, 
Warren,  and  Eockingham,  limiting  the  number  of  troops  to  that  speci- 
fied in  letter  of  the  1st  instant. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  LEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  4,  1861. 

Maj.  A.  Loring,  Wheeling,  Va.  : 

Major  :  The  authority  given  you  to  call  out  volunteers  in  the  service 
of  the  State,  by  my  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo,  has,  by  the  proclamation 
of  the  governor,  of  the  3d  instant,  been  confined  to  the  counties  of 
Tyler,  Wetzel,  Marshall,  Ohio,  Brooke,  and  Hancock,  and  you  will  act 
accordingly. 

Very  respectfully,  &c.,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  4, 1861. 

Col.  GEORGE  A.  Porterfeeld,  Harper's  Ferry,  Va.  : 

Colonel:  Tou  are  directed  to  repair  to  Grafton,  Taylor  County, 
Virginia,  and  select  a  position  for  the  troops  called  into  the  service  of 
the  State,  for  the  protection  and  defense  of  that  part  of  the  country.  It 
is  desired  to  hold  both  branches  of  the  railroad  to  the  Ohio  River,  to 
prevent  its  being  used  to  the  injury  of  the  State.  You  must,  therefore, 
choose  your  position  with  this  view,  that  you  may  readily  re-enforce 
troops  on  either  branch.  Maj.  A.  Loring,  at  Wheeling,  has  been  directed, 
with  the  volunteer  force  under  his  command,  to  give  protection  to  the 
terminus  of  the  main  road  at  the  Ohio  River,  with  whom  you  will  com- 
municate and  co-operate.  You  will  also  place  a  force  on  tlje  Parkers- 
burg  Branch,  at  such  point  as  you  may  select,  under  a  suitable  officer, 
with  necessary  orders  for  his  guidance.  Maj.  F.  M.  Boykin,  jr.,  of  the 
Virginia  volunteers,  who  will  act  under  your  orders,  has  been  previ- 
ously authorized  to  call  out  volunteers  from  that  section  of  country,  and 
you  are  authorized,  under  the  proclamation  of  the  governor,  of  the  3d 
instant,  to  extend  the  call  to  the  counties  of  Wood,  Wirt,  Roane,  Cal- 
houn, Gilmer,  Ritchie,  Pleasant,  and  Doddridge,  to  rendezvous  at  Par- 
kersburg.  and  to  the  counties  oi  Braxton,  Lewis,  Harrison,  Monongalia, 
Taylor,  Barbour,  Upshur,  Tucker,  Marion,  Randolph,  and  Preston,  to 
rendezvous  at  Grafton. 

It  is  not  known  what  number  of  companies  will  offer  their  services, 
but  it  is  supposed  that  a  regiment,  composed  of  infantry,  riflemen,  ana 
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artillery,  may  be  obtained  for  the  Parkersburg  Branch ;  a  similar  force 
for  the  main  road,  near  Moundsville,  and  three  regiments  for  the  reserve, 
near  Grafton ;  and  you  are  authorized  to  receive  into  the  service  of  the 
State  that  amount  of  force.  Tou  will  report  the  number  of  companies 
mustered  into  the  service,  their  condition,  arms,  &c. 

Two  hundred  muskets  nave  been  sent  to  Colonel  Jackson,  command- 
ing at  Harper's  Ferry,  to  the  order  of  Major  Boy  kin,  which  will  be 
distributed  under  your  orders,  and  you  will  cause  proper  receipts  to  be 
taken  from  the  captains  of  companies  for  the  security  of  the  State. 
More  arms,  &c,  will  be  forwarded  to  you  on  your  requisition.  It  is  not 
intended  to  interfere  with  the  peaceful  use  of  the  road,  ana  you  are 
desired  to  obtain  the  co-operation  of  its  officers  and  agents  in  the 
accomplishment  of  the  purpose  of  the  State,  and,  on  your  part,  to  aid 
them  in  its  management  as  much  as  possible. 

Second  Lieuts.  J.  G.  Oittings  and  W.  E.  Kemble,  of  the  Provisional 
Army  of  Virginia,  have  been  ordered  to  report  to  you  for  duty. 
Very  respectfully,  &cv, 

B.  E.  LEE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  4,  1861. 

General  Daniel  Buggles,  Fredericksburg,  Va.  : 

General:  Under  the  authority  of  the  governor  of  Virginia,  by  his 
proclamation  of  the  3d  instant,  you  are  hereby  authorized  to  call  out 
and  muster  into  the  service  of  the  State,  volunteer  companies  from 
Fredericksburg,  the  counties  of  Stafford,  Spottsylvania,  and  Caroline, 
to  rendezvous  at  Fredericksburg;  and  from  the  counties  of  King  George 
and  Westmoreland,  to  rendezvous  at  King  George  Court- House.  The 
whole  number  of  companies  thus  called,  including  those  already  in  the 
service  of  the  State  and  under  your  command,  will  not  exceed  two  regi- 
ments of  infantry  and  riflemen,  two  companies  of  artillery,  aud  two 
companies  of  cavalry.  A  portion  of  this  force  will  be  assigned  to  the 
defense  of  the  terminus  of  the  railroad  at  Aquia  Creek  and  adjacent 
country,  and  the  remainder  held  for  the  defense  of  such  points  on  the 
Rappahannock  and  Potomac  Rivers  as  may  be  necessary,  or  hereafter 
designated.  You  will  organize  the  troops  into  regiments,  associating 
together,  as  far  as  possible,  companies  from  the  same  section  of  the 
State,  and  place  them  temporarily  under  such  officers  as  may  be  avail- 
able until  their  proper  field  officers  can  be  appointed  by  the  governor. 
It  will  be  necessary  to  appoint  officers  to  muster  the  troops  that  may 
assemble  at  the  respective  rendezvous,  and  you  will  report,  as  soon  as 
practicable,  the  number  of  companies  received  into  service,  their  arms, 
condition,  &c.  It  is  hoped  that  you  will  rapidly  organize  the  whole 
force,  and  the  companies  that  are  best  armed  and  instructed  from  among 
those  that  offer  will  be  selected  for  the  service. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  E.  LEE, 
Maior-  General.  Commundina. 


Special  Orders,  »         Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

No.  16.         J  Richmond,  Va.,  May  4, 1861. 

All  volunteer  troops  from  the  State  of  Georgia  in  and  about  Bich- 
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mond  are  ordered  to  repair,  without  delay,  to  Norfolk,  and  report  to 
Major-General  Gwynn. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Lee : 

R.  8.  GARNETT, 


Norfolk,  Va.,  May  5, 1861. 

Major-General  Lee  : 

If  the  Alabama  troops,  or  any  portion  of  them,  have  arrived  at  Rich- 
mond, send  them  to  this  point,  to  General  Gwynn. 

JNO.  LETCHER. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.y  May  5, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  Gwynn,  Commanding,  <fec,  Norfolk,  Va*  : 

Sir  :  Twenty-five  thousand  rounds  of  musket  ammunition  have  been 
ordered  to  you,  on  your  requisition  for  one  hundred  thousand.  It  is  all 
that  can  be  spared  for  the  present.  You  have  powder  and  lead,  which 
is  all  we  have  here,  and  the  general  desires  that  you  take 
steps  for  preparing  your  own  ammunition,  as  we  are  doing. 
I  am,  &c, 

R.  9.  GARNETT, 


Headquarters  Potomac  Department, 

Culpeper  Court-House,  May  5,  1861. 

Commissioned  by  the  governor,  with  the  sanction  of  the  council,  and 
continued  by  the  Convention,  in  the  rank  of  brigadier-general  of  volun- 
teers, to  date  from  the  21st  April,  1861,  and  placed  in  command  of  all  the 
military  troops  and  defenses  on  the  Potomac  border  of  the  State,  I  pro- 
ceeded, in  company  with  Brigadier-General  Ruggles,  my  second  iu  com- 
mand, from  Richmond,  he  to  take  up  his  headquarters  at  Fredericks- 
burg, whilst  I  should  take  position  in  front  of  Washington,  and,  in  con- 
nection with  the  commanding  officer  at  Harper's  Ferry,  on  my  left,  thus 
cover  and  defend  our  Potomac  border  against  invasion  from  the  North. 

After  visiting  Alexandria,  and  making  the  necessary  observations  and 
arrangements  at  that  post,  I  proceeded  to  take  up  my  "headquarters  at 
this  place  on  Sunday  morning,  April  28. 

The  governor's  proclamation  of  the  3d  instant,  declaring  that  ■  the 
sovereignty  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  having  been  denied,  her 
territorial  rights  assailed,  her  soil  threatened  with  invasion  by  the  au- 
thorities of  Washington,  and  every  artifice  employed  which  could  inflame 
the  people  of  the  Northern  States  to  misrepresent  our  purposes  and 
wishes,  it  becomes  the  solemn  duty  of  every  citizen  of  this  State  to  pre- 
pare for  the  impending  conflict,  and  authorizing  the  commanding  gen- 
eral of  the  military  forces  of  the  State  to  call  out  and  cause  to  be  mus- 
tered into  the  service  of  Virginia,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  public 
exigencies  may  require,  such  additional  number  of  volunteers  as  he  may 
deem  necessary'';  and  the  commanding  general,  following  up  the  proc- 
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lamat-ion  of  the  governor,  having  ordered  me  to  call  out  and  muster  into 
the  service  of  the  State  volunteer  companies  from  the  u  counties  of 
Alexandria,  Fairfax,  Loudoun,  Prince  William,  Fauquier,  Rappahau- 
nock,  Culpeper.  Madison,  Greene,  Orange,  Albemarle,  Nelson,  Amherst , 
Campbell,  Bedford,  Roanoke,  Botetourt,  and  Craig;  the  troops  from  the 
nrst  nve  counties  to  rendezvous  at  .LeesDurg  ana  warrenion;  tnose 
from  the  five  next  named  at  Culpeper  Court- House;  those  from  Albe- 
marle, Amherst,  and  Kelson  at  Charlottesville;  the  remaining  at  Lynch- 
burg/ the  whole  will  be  organized  into  regiments  of  rifles  or  infantry, 
cavalry  and  artillery,  and  be  placed  temporarily  under  such  field  and 
other  officers  as  may  be  available,  until  their  proper  field  officers  can  be 
appointed  by  the  governor. 

Officers  will  be  sent  to  the  respective  rendezvous  to  muster  these 
troops  into  service  and  rapidly  to  organize  the  whole  force. 

Therefore,  I  call  upon  the  brave  men  within  the  geographical  limits 
above  indicated  to  respond  instantly  to  this  demand  upon  their  patriotism 
in  defense  of  all  that  is  held  sacred  and  dear  to  freemen.  Men  of  the 
Potomac  Military  Department,  to  arms !  The  once  peaceful  capital  of 
the  United  States  is  now  the  great  rallying  point  of  the  armed  military 
power  of  the  North !  The  Constitution  of  your  country,  the  sovereign 
rights  of  your  State,  truth,  justice,  and  liberty,  are  all  ignored  and  out- 
raged amidst  the  brutal  and  frenzied  cry  of  the  North  for  force,  force ! 

At  this  moment  hosts  of  armed  men  profane  by  their  insolent  presence 
the  city,  the  grave,  and  the  memory  of  Washington,  whilst  an  unbroken 
stream  of  thousands  in  arms  violate  the  soil  of  Maryland  and  murder 
her  citizens  iu  their  march  to  re-enforce  and  occupy  the  capital. 

And  for  what !  The  capital  has  never  been  threatened ;  it  is  not  now 
threatened.  It  is  beyond  and  outside  the  limits  of  the  free  and  sovereign 
State  of  Virginia. 

The  North  has  not  openly,  and  according  to  the  usage  of  civilized 
nations,  declared  war  on  us.  We  make  no  war  on  them ;  but  should 
Virginia  soil  or  the  grave  of  Washington  be  polluted  by  the  tread  of 
a  single  man  in  arms  from  north  of  the  Potomac,  it  will  cause  oj>eii 
war.  Men  of  the  Potomac  border,  men  of  the  Potomac  Military  Depart- 
ment, to  arms !  Your  country  calls  you  to  her  defense.  Already  you 
have  in  spirit  responded.  You  await  but  the  order  to  march,  to  ren- 
dezvous, to  organize,  to  defend  your  State,  your  liberties,  and  your 
homes. 

Women  of  Virginia!  Cast  from  your  arms  all  cowards,  and  breathe 
the  pure  and  holy,  the  high  and  glowing,  inspirations  of  your  nature 
into  the  hearts  and  souls  of  lover,  husband,  brother,  father,  friend ! 

Almighty  God !  Author  and  Governor  of  the  world ;  Thou  source  of  all 
light,  life,  truth,  justice,  and  power,  be  Thou  our  God!  Be  Thou  with 
us!   Then  shall  we  fear  not  a  world  against  us ! 

PHILIP  ST.  GEO.  COCKE, 

ISfTyUWlt  r-fJ'Ltt&ruty   XjV'JHlHUlluXJiy  X  OlOJflUC  AJvpilTllflfjnl* 


Montgomery,  May  0, 1861. 

Governor  John  Letcher,  Richmond: 

Do  you  desire  this  Government  to  assume  any  control  over  military 
operations  in  Virginia  T   If  so,  to  what  extent!  • 

L.  P.  WALKER. 

—  -   -         —  1  -  -  —  ,,  -   —  y.       .    —    —   _   I    _    ,    -       .  —  .    I     I         ■       .        ■  ......  —  ■   -  -  • 
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Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  6, 1861. 

Col.  P.  St.  George  Cocke, 

Commanding  Virginia  Forces,  Culpeper  Court-House,  Va.: 

Colonel:  You  are  desired  to  post  at  Manassas  Gap  Junction  a  force 
sufficient  to  defend  that  point  against  an  attack  likely  to  be  made 
against  it  by  troops  from  Washington.   It  will  be  necessary  to  give 
this  point  your  personal  attention. 
Respectfully,  &c, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
Major  General, 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond.  Va.,  May  6,  1861. 

Col.  .Tubal  A.  Early, 

Rocky  Mountain,  Franklin  County,  Va.  : 

Colonel:  You  are  directed  to  repair  to  Lynchburg,  Campbell  County, 
Va.,  and  to  take  command  of  the  troops  that  will  be  mustered  into  the 
service  of  the  State  at  that  point  by  Lieut.  Col.  D.  A.  Langhorne. 
You  will  organize  these  troops  into  regiments,  associating,  as  far. as 
possible,  troops  from  the  same  section  of  the  State.  The  troops  from 
the  counties  of  Campbell,  Bedford.  Roanoke,  Botetourt,  and  Craig  are 
to  be  united  distinct  from  those  of  the  other  counties,  except  so  far  as 
may  be  necessary  to  complete  their  organization.  Place  them  under 
such  officers  as  may  be  available,  until  their  proper  officers  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor.  You  are  requested  to  organize,  instruct,  and 
prepare  the  whole  force  for  service  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible,  and  to 
report,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  number  of  companies  mustered  into  the 
service  of  the  State,  their  arms,  condition,  &o. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c, 

R.  E.  LEE, 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va,,  May  6, 1861. 

Col.  T.  J.  Jackson, 

Commanding  Volunteers,  Harper's  Ferry,  Va. : 

Colonel  :  I  consider  it  probable  that  the  Government  at  Washing- 
ton will  make  a  movement  against  Harper's  Ferry,  and  occupy  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  with  that  view,'  or  use  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal  for  the  transportation  of  troops.  You  are  desired  to 
watch  these  avenues  of  approach,  and  endeavor  to  frustrate  their 
designs.  On  receiving  certain  intelligence  of  the  approach  of  troops 
it  will  become  necessary  to  destroy  the  bridge  at  Harper's  Ferry  and 
obstruct  their  passage  by  the  canal  as  much  as  possible.  You  might 
make  some  confidential  arrangements  with  persons  in  Maryland  to 
destroy  the  Monocacy  railroad  bridge  and  draw  the  water  out  of  the 
canal,  should  there  be  assurances  of  the  enemy's  attempt  to  make  use 

You  are  authorized  to  offer  the  payment  of  $5  for  each  musket  that 
may  be  returned  of  those  taken  possession  of  by  the  people  in  and 
about  Harper's  Ferry. 
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It  is  advisable  that  you  establish  some  troops  at  Martinsburg,  or 
other  more  advantageous  point,  if  your  force  will  permit.  I  desire  that 
you  will  report  the  amount  of  your  present  force  and  the  number  of 
volunteers  that  will  probably  respond  to  the  call  of  the  governor  from 
the  counties  indicated  in  his  pi 
Ke8Dectfullv.  &c. 

R.  E.  LEE, 
Major -General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  6, 1861. 

Lieut  Col.  D.  A.  Langhornr,  Iynehburg,  Va, : 

Colonel:  Under  the  authority  of  the  governor  of  Virginia,  by  his 
proclamation  of  the  3d  instant,  you  are  hereby  authorized  to  call  out 
and  muster  into  the  service  of  the  State  volunteer  companies  from  the 
counties  of  Campbell,  Bedford,  Roanoke,  Botetourt,  Craig,  Giles, 


of  infantry  and  riflemen  and  one  regiment?  of  cavalry.  You  will 
organize  them  into  regiments,  associating  together,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  troops  from  Campbell,  Bedford,  Roanoke,  Botetourt,  and  Craig, 
and  associate  the  troops  from  the  other  above-named  counties  together, 
as  far  as  possible,  with  reference  to  the  sections  of  the  State  from 
which  they  come.  Col.  J.  A.  Early  has  been  directed  to  take  command 
of  the  troops  as  mustered.  Place  them  under  such  officers  as  may  be 
available,  until  their  proper  field  officers  can  be  appointed  by  the  gov- 
ernor,  and,  in  event  of  his  absence,  you  will  perform  this  duty  until  his 
arrival.  It  is  hoped  that  the  whole  force  will  be  rapidly  organized,  and 
you  are  requested  to  report,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  number  of  com- 
panies mustered  into  the  service  of  the  State,  their  arms,  condition,  &c, 


R.  E.  LEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  6, 1861. 

Col.  D.  BUOOLES,  Virginia  Volunteers,  Fredericksburg,  Va,: 

Colonel:  Captain  Lynch,  of  the  Navy,  has  been  instructed  to  use 
the  four  guns  first  intended  for  Mathias  Point  to  protect  the  approaches 
to  Fredericksburg  from  the  Potomac  You  are  instructed  so  to  dispose 
of  the  force  under  your  command  as  to  aid,  to  the  extent  of  your  power, 
in  this  purpose.  Measures  must  be  taken  to  destroy  the  railroad  ap- 
proach to  wharf,  &c.,  if  our  troops  should  be  driven  by  force  from  its 
terminus,  in  such  an  effectual  manner  that  they  cannot  be  opened  again 
by  the  enemy  without  great  delay. 
I  am,  sir,  &c, 

R.  S.  GARNETT, 

Adjutant-  General, 
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Headquaetebs  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  6,  1801. 

Lieut.  Col.  D.  A.  Langhorne,  Lyncltburg,  Va. : 

Colonel:  Iu  my  letter  to  you  of  this  date  you  were  directed  to 
muster  the  volunteer  companies  from  the  counties  of  Campbell,  Bed- 
ford, Roanoke,  Botetourt,  and  Craig  distinct  from  the  troops  coming 
from  the  other  counties  named  in  my  letter.  The  reason  of  this  is,  that 
Col.  P.  St.  G.  Cocke  had  already  been  ordered  to  muster  the  troops 
from  these  five  counties  into  the  service  of  the  State,  and  to  send  an 
officer  to  Lynchburg  for  that  purpose,  and  they  are  designed  to  serve 
in  his  division.  The  order  to  Colonel  Cocke  to  send  an  officer  to  L  y  i  \  cli- 
burg  to  muster  the  troops  from  these  counties  will  be  countermanded, 
and,  though  mustered  into  service  by  you,  they  will  be  considered  as  a 
part  of  the  troops  intended  for  Colonel  Cocke's  line,  who  will  order 
them  to  some  point  on  his  line,  after  you  notify  him  that  they  have 
been  mustered  into  service. 
Respectfully,  &c, 

^      ^  R.  E.^LEE,  ^ 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forges, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  (i,  1861. 

Lieut.  CoL  John  Eohols,  Union,  Monroe  County,  Va.  : 

Colonel  :  Under  the  authority  of  the  governor  of  Virginia,  by  his 
proclamation  of  the  3d  instant,  you  are  hereby  authorized  to  call  out 
and  muster  into  the  service  of  the  State  volunteer  companies  from  the 
counties  of  Pendleton,  Augusta,  Pocahontas,  Monroe,  Highland,  Bath, 
Rockbridge,  Greenbrier,  and  Alleghany,  to  rendezvous  at  Staunton,  in 
Augusta  County.  The  whole  number  of  companies  thus  called  into 
service  will  not  exceed  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  riflemen.  You 
will  organize  them  into  regiments,  associating  together,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, troops  from  the  same  region.  Place  them  under  such  officers  as 
are  available,  until  their  proper  field  officers  can  be  appointed  by  the 
governor.  It  is  hoped  that  you  will  be  able  rapidly  to  organize  the 
whole  force,  and  you  are  requested  to  report  as  soon  as  possible  the 
number  of  companies  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  State,  their  arms, 
condition,  &c. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

~\  J  ( [  j  f )  y  {  t  (*7lt~k7* Cll    t^*i)7fl  7)1(1 71  (I  i 7 1  (J 


Hdqrs.  BrigadierGeneral  Commanding, 

Norfolk,  Va.,  May  6, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  Forces  of  the  State  of  Virginia: 

General  :  I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  3d  instant,* 
and  am  happy  to  assure  you  that,  while  there  was  some  difference  of 
opinion  between  Flag  Officer  French  Forrest  and  myself  in  regard  to 
the  extent  of  my  command  over  the  munitions  and  stores  of  the  navy- 

•  Not  found. 
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yard,  as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  my  command,  there  has  been,  ami 
still  |  is],  the  most  cordial  co-operation  in  all  measures  intended  for  the 
common  defense,  not  only  between  Commodore  Forrest  and  myself,  but 
between  all  the  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  in  this  command.  As  an 
illustration  of  this,  I  may  mention  that  one  of  the  most  important  posts 
of  my  command,  viz,  Fort  Norfolk,  is  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Ar- 
thur Sinclair,  of  the  Navy,  including  all  the  land  forces  stationed  at 
that  post. 

The  immediate  occasion  of  the  communication  of  Commodore  Forrest, 
of  which  I  sent  you  the  copy,  was  the  act  of  Captain  Fairfax,  ordnance 
officer,  in  taking  possession  without  my  knowledge  of  the  whole  supply 
of  percussion  caps  within  my  control,  the  greater  part  of  which,  I  un- 
derstood, he  was  about  to  send  off  to  Richmond  under  an  order  from 
Colonel  Dimmock,  which  would  have  left  my  whole  force  inefficient. 
Besides  which,  I  had  not  been  able,  notwithstanding  my  repeated  re- 
quests, to  get  any  sufficient  information  as  to  the  quantity  of  munitions 
and  stores  in  the  navy -yard,  which  information  was  indispensable  to 
the  proper  discharge  of  my  duties.  Under  these  circumstances  I  thought 
it  best  to  send  that  communication  to  Commodore  Forrest  with  a  view 
to  the  prevention  of  further  embarrassments  and  misunderstandings. 
I  must  add  that  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  get  the  inventory  of  the 
munitions  and  stores  in  the  navy  yard,  nor  has  the  commodore  made 
any  reply  to  that  part  of  the  above-mentioned  communication.  I  trust, 
however,  that  your  communication  will  remove  all  doubt  upon  the  point 
of  difference  above  indicated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

servant,   

WALTER  GWYNN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Forces  in  Norfolk  Harbor. 


Division  Headquarters, 
Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  May  0,  1861. 

General  LEB,  Commander-in-Chief: 

General  :  I  assumed  command  of  this  post  on  Monday  last,  soon 
after  my  arrival  here.  Since  that  time  I  have  been  busily  occupied  or- 
ganizing the  command  aud  mustering  the  troops  into  service.  1  send 
herewith  a  report  of  the  strength  for  May  4.#  To-morrow  I  will  give  you 
a  more  detailed  account  of  the  forces,  equipments,  &c.  All  the  troops 
have  been  mustered  into  service,  except  some  companies  on  detached 
service.  I  have  occupied  the  Virginia  and  Maryland  Heights,  and  I  am 
about  fortifying  the  former  with  block-houses  of  sufficient  strength  to 
resist  an  attempt  to  carry  them  by  storm.  Whenever  the  emergency 
calls  for  it,  I  shall  construct  similar  works  on  the  Maryland  Heights. 
Thus  far  I  have  been  deterred  from  doing  so  by  a  desire  to  avoid  giving 
offense  to  the  latter  State.  If  you  have  an  experienced  engineer  officer, 
I  hope  that  you  will  order  him  here,  if  you  have  no  duty  for  him  else- 
where. There  are  four  6-pounder  guns  here  without  caissons.  I  re- 
spectfully request  that  yon  will  send  the  caissons,  and  also  two  0-pounder 
batteries  and  two  extra  12-i>onuder  howitzers,  all  fully  supplied  with 
ammunition,  horses,  equipments,  and  everything  necessary  for  being 
turned  over  to  companies  now  waiting  for  them.  Reliable  information 
has  been  received  that  the  Federal  troops  are  at  the  Relay  House.  As 
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four  thousand  flints  have  been  found  here,  1  have  taken  the  responsi 
bility  of  ordering  the  one  thousand  flint-lock  rifles  from  the  Lexington 
Arsenal,  and  also  ten  barrels  of  musket  and  ten.barreis  of  rifle  powder, 
as  in  my  opinion  the  emergency  justified  the  order.  Should  the  Fed- 
eral troops  advance  in  this  direction,  I  shall  no  longer  stand  on  ceremony. 
In  addition  to  the  cavalry  stationed  at  Point  of  Bocks,  I  this  morning 
ordered  two  6- pounders  to  the  same  position.  The  enemy,  from  good 
authority,  are  about  four  thousand  strong  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Ohambersburg.  About  two  thirds  of  the  machinery  from  the  musket 
factory  has  been  removed  from  here.  This  morning  Mr.  John  Ambler, 
the  quartermaster  in  Winchester,  informed  me  that  the  merchants  were 
paying  donble  freights,  and  were  thus  securing  all  the  transportation. 
.To  prevent  the  consequent  delay  of  the  machinery,  I  directed  him  to 
impress  the  wagons.  He  also  notified  me  that  the  baggage  cars  from 
Strasburg  were  employed  in  carrying  flour  from  the  valley  to  New  York, 
and  that  every  barrel  would  be  required  for  our  use.  To  remedy  this 
evil,  until  the  subject  could  be  referred  to  you,  and  also  to  secure  the 
transportation  for  the  machinery,  I  directed  him  to  impress  the  cars. 
About  four  hundred  and  eighty  Kentucky  volunteers  are  here  without 
arms,  and  stand  greatly  in  need  of  them.  I  directed  some  old  arms  to 
be  issued  to  them,  but  they  refused  to  receive  them.  I  refer  the  sub- 
ject to  you,  with  the  hope  that  something  may  be  done  towards  arming 
them.  The  material  is  good.  My  object  is  to  put  Harper's  Ferry  in  the 
most  defensible  state  possible,  and  hence  feel  it  my  duty  to  give  the 
best  arms  to  the  Virginia  troops,  as  the  others  may  at  any  time  be 
ordered  off.  The  news  from  the  northwest  shows  great  disaffection, 
especially  in  Ohio  County. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Virninia  Yoluntfwtt  Commandin/i 


Headquarters, 
Fredericksburg  y  Fa.,  May  6,  1861. 

Col.  B.  S.  Garnett, 

Adjutant- General  Volunteer  Forces,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  for  the  consideration  of  the  gen- 
eral commanding  the  forces,  the  report  of  Maj.  Thomas  H.  Williamson, 
chief  engineer  of  the  State,  respecting  the  proposed  battery  at  Mathias 
Point,  the  substance  of  which  has  been  already  communicated  by  mail 
and  telegraph.  I  am  making  every  possible  preparation  for  the  prose- 
cution of  the  work.  There  is  very  little  probability  of  executing  it 
without  threatened  or  real  molestation,  for  which,  of  course,  I  shall 
endeavor  to  be  prepared. 

I  also  transmit  a  report  of  Major  Williamson,  made  of  a  reconnais- 
sance directed  by  me  on  assuming  the  command  at  this  station.  I 
regard  the  Aquia  Creek  Landing  and  the  preservation  of  the  steamer 
George  Page  as  of  secondary  importance,  except  in  the  moral  influence 
necessarily  involved  in  the  endeavor  to  protect  a  point  regarded  im- 
portant by  a  community  unused  to  the  chances  and  vicissitudes  of  war. 
It  is  difficult  as  a  position  to  defend,  being  easily  turned  by  the  Potomac 
Creek,  and  exposed  to  disaster  from  an  attack  in  the  rear.  It  has 
served  its  purpose  of  drawing  attention  from  the  two  important  points 
on  the  Potomac  supposed  to  control  its  navigation,  and  which,  when 
occupied,  will  render  a  battery  at  this  place  of  little  importance. 
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1  am  without  camp  equipage  and  field  artillery  (Captain  Walker's 
company  excepted),  and  request  tho  general's  early  consideration  of  the 
subject. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  RUGGLES, 
Briaadier-'Qeneral  Virainia  Volunteers.  Commundina  Forces. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  verbal  orders,  I  have  examined  Mathias 
Point,  on  the  Potomac,  and  the  shores  of  the  Rappahannock  to  its 
month,  with  the  view  of  selecting  proper  points  for  batteries,  to  prevent 
the  enemy  passing  up  those  rivers,  when  we  think  proper  to  do  so. 
Mathias  Point  is  a  bluff  headland,  twenty  feet  above  the  water,  and 
while  I  was  there  a  war  steamer  passed  the  point  and  showed  me  the 
channel.  I  also  made  inquiries  of  persons  who  were  recommended  to 
me  by  the  gentlemen  in  the  neighborhood,  and  learned  from  them  that 
the  extreme  distance  from  the  shore  to  the  farther  side  of  the  channel 
is  not  over  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  and  that  a  vessel  would  be  in  that 
range  at  that  distance  for  one  mile.  I  would  recommend  at  Mathias 
Point  a  semicircular  sunken  battery,  on  the  side  next  the  river,  for  ten 
heavy  guns,  and  an  intrenchment,  with  a  strong  profile  and  plan,  on 
the  land  side.  Should  the  enemy  attempt  to  land  on  the  point  between 
Gambo  Creek  and  the  Potomac,  or  go  up  Machodoc  Creek  to  land,  with 
a  view  of  attacking  the  fort,  a  detachment  would  be  required  at  that 
point  to  prevent  their  landing. 

After  examining  Mathias  Point,  I  proceeded  across  to  the  Rappa- 
hannock River  and  examined  a  point  called  Bristolmine  Creek.  The 
bluff  in  the  intersection  of  this  creek  with  the  river  is  high  (sixty-five 
or  seventy-five  feet),  and  commands  the  river  completely,  both  np  and 
down:  and  the  guns  of  a  battery  at  this  point  would  cover  the  ground 
inland  all  aronnd.  The  ridge  between  Bristolmine  and  Machodoc 
Creeks  falls  suddenly  towards  the  valley  of  the  Mattox  Creek,  and  this 
sink  extends  about  fifteen  miles  down  the  neck  between  the  Potomac 


and  the  Rappahannock,  and  is  completely  overlooked  from  the  ridge?  so 
that  no  force  could  land  below  and  march  up  the  country  without  being 
observed  from  many  points  on  the  ridge.  There  are  two  roads  passing 
up  this  ridge;  one  by  Millville,  at  the  head  of  Roster's  Creek,  and  the 
other  at  the  head  of  Bristolmine  Creek.  The  intervening  ridge  is  covered 
with  a  dense  forest,  and  the  roads  through  it  could  be  easily  obstructed, 
should  the  enemy  attempt  (which  is  not  likely)  to  pass  through  it.  De- 
tachments at  Millville,  and  at  the  road  at  the  head  of  Bristolmine  Creek, 
would  be  in  good  positions  to  watch  the  country  below,  and  to  offer 
resistance  to  their  march.  This  line  of  defense,  in  conjunction  with 
forts  at  Mathias  Point  and  the  White  House,  which  would  prevent  the 
enemy  using  the  Potomac,  would  protect  the  railroad  communication 
with  Richmond  on  the  east  side,  and  keep  up  the  line  to  the  South, 
through  the  Carolinas,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  and  the  very 
extensive  line  will  admit,  from  Jamestown  to  the  White  House. 

At  your  request  I  accompanied  Commander  Lewis  down  the  Rappa- 
hannock River  to  its  mouth.  The  points  lowest  down  the  river  where 
batteries  would  be  effective  in  preventing  the  passage  of  vessels  are  at 
Lowery's  and  Accokeek  Points,  about  seven  miles  below  Tappahannock. 
The  channel  does  not  exceed  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  these  points, 
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and  a  small  redoubt,  with  five  or  six  heavy  guns  ou  each  point, 
close  the  passage  to  any  vessels  that  are  likely  to  attempt  it. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

THOS.  H.  WILLIAMSON, 
Major  of  Engineers^  Virginia  Army. 

Brigadier-General  Ruggles. 


Fredericksburg,  V a..  May  6, 1861. 

Since  writing  the  above,  at  the  request  of  Captain  Lynch,  and  by 
your  verbal  directions,  I  have  been  to  Mathias  Point,  and  measured  the 
distances  of  the  opposite  shores  of  the  channel  from  the  Point,  and  find 
the  far  side  of  the  channel  five  thousand  eight  hundred  feet,  and  the 
near  side  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty  feet,  which  makes 
the  width  of  the  channel  three  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy 
feet. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

THOS.  H.  WILLIAMSON, 

Brigadier-Oeneral  Ruggles. 

(Note— The  U.  S.  Coast  Survey  chart  of  Potomac  River  will  explain 
this  report.) 


Extract  from  a  letter  addressed  to  Capt  D.  N.  Ingraham  by  Capt.  W.  F. 

Lynch. 

I  am  given  to  understand  that  the  intention  of  erecting  a  battery  at 
Mathias  Point  is  not  abandoned.  Although,  after  sounding  the  channel 
off  that  point,  I  expressed,  in  my  report,  the  opinion  that  a  cross-fire 
from  it  upon  a  steamer,  at  a  distance  of  a  mile  and  a  quarter,  for  the 
space  of  about  five  minutes,  would  be  a  waste  of  ammunition,  yet  I  am 
ready  to  obey  any  order  upon  the  subject ;  and,  in  pursuance  of  the  inti- 
mation I  have  received,  respectfully  ask  what  guns  can  be  furnished 
for  that  position  Y  It  was  originally  designed  to  mount  twelve  8-inch 
guns  there  and  a  like  number  at  the  White  House.  To  the  latter  place 
I  gave  the  preference. 


Richmond,  May  6, 1861. 

Major-General  Lee,  Commander-in-Chief: 

Sir  :  I  desire  to  be  informed  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued  by  me  in 
the  event  of  a  ship  of  war  of  the  United  States  attempting  to  pass  the 
batteries  on  Gloucester  Point  when  they  shall  be  erected  and  in  condi- 
tion for  service. 

Is  t  he  attempt  to  be  resisted,  or  shall  I  await  the  institution  of  more 
decisive  hostilities  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  authorities  t 

This  political  question  I  desire  to  have  decided,  and  ask  your  instruc- 
tions on  the  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  B.  TALIAFERRO. 
Colonel  Volunteers,  Commanding  Gloucester  Point* 
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Executive  Department, 
Richmond,  Fa.,  May  7, 1861. 

Maj.  Cten.  Robert  B.  Lee,  Commanding,  <fcc.  ; 

Sir  :'  Ton  will  assume  the  command  of  all  the  volunteers,  or  other 
forces  from  other  States,  who  have  or  may  hereafter  report  for  duty  or 
tender  their  services  to  the  State  of  Virginia,  until  orders  are  received 
from  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  in  reference  to  the  same. 

JOHN  LETCHER. 


Virginia  Forces, 
Jtichmondy  Fa.,  May  7, 1861. 

Col.  P.  St.  George  Cocke,  Culpeper  Court-House,  Fa. : 

Colonel  :  The  general  commanding  is  in  want  of  information  from 
you  as  to  the  strength  and  organization  of  your  command,  and  begs 
that  you  will  supply  him  with  it  at  the  earliest  moment  The  return 
due  on  the  1st  instant,  by  General  Orders,  No.  4,  has  not  been  received. 
The  general  desires  particularly  to  know  with  what  force  you  can  take 
the  field,  provided  any  movement  is  made  against  you  from  Washing- 
ton ;  how  it  would  be  composed,  officered,  and  what  service  could  be 
counted  on  from  it. 

Very  respectfully,  &c, 

R.  S.  GARNETT, 

Adjutant-  General. 


Richmond,  May  7,  1861. 

To  Secretary  of  War  : 

Major  Shivers  received  orders  from  Governor  Letcher  to-day  to  move 
on  Harper's  Ferry  with  four  companies  of  my  regiment,  five  hundred 
men,  which  arrived  last  night,  and  had  made  preparations  to  move  to- 
morrow morning.  I  have  just  arrived  with  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  men.  Two  companies  yet  behind.  There  are  satisfactory  reasons 
for  postponing  this  movement.  I  have  countermanded  the  order,  not 
being  subject  to  Governor  Letcher's  orders,  and  wait  instructions  from 
War  Department.  Shall  I  obey  Governor  Letcher  and  proceed  when 
my  regiment  is  complete!  Climate  of  Harper's  Ferry  will  affect  my 
men's  health,  which  is  one  of  the  reasons  referred  to. 

A.  G.  BLANCHARD, 
Colonel  Louisiana  Regiment. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  May  7, 1861. 

Col.  J.  B.  Baldwin,  Inspector- General : 

Colonel  :  Under  authority  of  the  governor,  by  his  proclamation  of 
\  the  3d  instant,  you  are  authorized  to  call  and  muster  into  the  service  of 

the  State  volunteers  from  the  counties  of  Pittsylvania,  Halifax,  Char- 
lotte, Mecklenburg,  Brunswick,  Grayson,  Nottoway,  Prince  Edward, 
Appomattox,  Buckingham,  Louisa,  Hanover,  Goochland,  Powhatan, 
Cumberland,  Henrico,  Amelia,  Fluvanna,  and  the  city  of  Richmoud,  to 
rendezvous  at  Richmond,  not  to  exceed  seven  regiments  of  infantry  and 
riflemen,  one  regiment  of  cavalry,  and  six  batteries  of  artillery,  of  four 
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pieces  each,  including  those  that  have  already  been  accepted  into  the 
service  from  said  counties.  The  companies,  after  being  admitted  into 
the  service  of  the  State,  will  be  organized  into  regiments,  and  those 
from  the  same  section,  as  far  as  practicable,  united.  As  fast  as  mustered 
into  service  they  will  be  ordered  to  report  to  the  commander  of  the  camp 
of  instruction  near  Richmond. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

K.  E.  LEE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Division  Headquarters, 
Harper's  Ferry,  Fa.,  May  7, 1861. 

Major-General  Lee,  Commanding  Virginia  Forces  : 

General:  I  forward  herewith  a  statement  of  the  strength  of  my 
command  at  this  post,  of  the  deficiency  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  ac- 
couterments.* 

The  deficiencies  I  respectfully  request  may  be  supplied  at  the  earliest 
practicable  period,  as  I  wish  to  put  the  post  in  as  defensible  a  condition 
as  possible.  I  have  finished  reconnoitering  the  Maryland  Heights,  and 
have  determined  to  fortify  them  at  once,  and  hold  them,  as  well  as  the 
Virginia  Heights  and  the  town,  be  the  cost  what  it  may.  For  this  pur- 
pose I  would  urge  the  necessity  of  giving  me  an  ample  supply  of  good 
arms,  and  such  disciplined  troops  as  you  can  spare  (though  it  should 
swell  the  number  here  to  nine  thousand  five  hundred  or  ten  thousand 
men).  Two  pieces  of  field  artillery  (12-pounders)  should  be  placed  on 
the  Virginia  Heights,  and  a  larger  number  of  6- pounders  on  the  Mary- 
land Heights.  Heavier  ordnance,  in  addition  to  the  field  pieces  referred 
to  in  yesterday's  letter,  could  be  advantageously  employed  in  defending 
the  town.  The  heights  west  of  Bolivar  must  be  strengthened.  I  would 
be  more  than  gratified  could  you  spare  the  time  for  a  short  visit  here, 
to  give  me  the  benefit  of  your  wisdom  and  experience  in  laying  out  the 
different  works,  especially  those  on  the  heights.  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  this  place  should  be  defended  with  the  spirit  which  actuated  the 
defenders  of  Thermopylae,  and,  if  left  to  myself,  such  is  ray  determina- 
tion. The  fall  of  this  place  would,  I  fear,  result  in  the  loss  of  the  north- 
western part  of  the  State,  and  who  can  estimate  the  moral  power  thus 
gained  to  the  enemy  and  lost  to  ourselves  1  The  commissary  depart- 
ment here  is  in  a  suffering  condition,  and  will  continue  so,  unless  the 
estimates  are  complied  with.  All  the  cadets  you  can  spare  from  Rich- 
mond are  needed  here. 

The  enemy  are  in  possession  of  the  Relay  House,  and  permit  no  freight 
cars  to  come  west.  Personal  baggage  is  searched.  At  Grafton  the  cars 
have  been  broken  open  by  the  Republicans,  upon  the  suspicion  that 
they  contained  arms.  I  dispatched  a  special  messenger  this  evening  to 
Baltimore,  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  arms  which  Virginia  furnished 
Maryland  returned  to  us,  and  I  trust  that  the  scheme  will  be  so  carried 
out  as  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  the  enemy. 

The  pressure  of  office  business  here  is  so  great  as  to  induce  me  to 
retain  Maj.  T.  L.  Preston,  of  the  Virginia  Military  Institute. 

Mr.  Burkhart,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  rifle-factory,  reports  that  he  can 
finish  fifteen  hundred  rifle-muskets  in  thirty  days.  I  have,  in  obedience 
to  the  orders  of  Governor  Letcher,  directed  the  rifle-factory  machinery 
to  be  removed  immediately  after  that  of  the  musket  factory.   My  object 

•  Not  found. 
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is  to  keep  the  former  factory  working  as  long  as  practicable  without 
interfering  with  its  rapid  removal. 

An  unarmed  company,  in  Harrison  County,  has  offered  its  services, 
and  I  design  arming  it  at  Grafton.  With  prudent  management  I  hope 
to  assemble  a  number  of  companies  at  that  post  from  the  northwest, 
and  for  this  purpose  I  have  been  corresponding  with  reliable  gentlemen 
in  various  parts  of  that  section  of  the  State.  Major  Boy  kin  was  here 
yesterday  on  his  way  to  Grafton,  where  I  hope  he  will  not  long  remain 
without  a  command. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  money  for  which  estimates 
have  been  made  by  the  quartermaster  and  commissary  be  turned  over 
to  them  at  once,  and,  impracticable,  that  it  be  deposited  in  a  Winchester 
or  Charlestown  bank.  They  have  been  forced  to  use  their  private  credit, 
that  of  the  State  being  insufficient. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Colonel,  Virginia  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Vibginia  Forces, 

Richmond  Fa.,  May  8, 1861. 

George  Mason,  Esq.,  spring  Bank,  Alexandria,  Va.  : 

8m:  I  am  instructed  by  Major-General  Lee  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  May  5,  respecting  the  defenseless  condition  of 
your  neighborhood.  General  Lee  is  not  insensible  to  the  dangers  to 
which  your  own  and  other  unguarded  neighborhoods  in  the  State  are 
exposed,  and  no  one  laments  more  deeply  than  he  does  that  the  avail- 
able resources  of  the  State  do  not  enable  him  to  give  such  efficient  pro- 
tection as  he  desires  to  every  portion  of  the  Commonwealth.  He  has 
instructed  the  commanding  officers  that  every  neighborhood  shall  be 
protected,  as  far  as  possible,  by  the  troops  stationed  in  it;  but  the  lim- 
ited resources  of  the  State  and  her  pressing  exigencies  render  it  neces- 
sary that  the  people  in  each  locality  should  take  such  measures  as  are 
in  their  power  to  guard  against  marauding  parties  and  do  what  they 
can  for  their  own  protection.  The  formation  of  home  guards,  arming 
and  drilling  them,  and,  by  concerted  signals,  to  collect  the  guards  of 
adjacent  neighborhoods  in  time  of  danger,  to  resist  the  sudden  attack 
of  small  marauding  bands  of  the  enemy,  are  among  the  means  of  defense 
adopted  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  bordering  on  Chesapeake 
Bay  and  the  lower  rivers,  and  are  recommended  for  the  consideration  and 
adoption  of  yourself  and  your  neighbors.  He  cannot  but  hope,  if  war  is 
to  be  waged  against  us,  that  reason  and  the  opinion  of  mankind  will  at 
least  induce  our  enemies  to  conduct  it  in  accordance  with  the  rules  that 
prevail  among  civilized  nations. 
I  am,  &c., 

JNO.  A.  WASHINGTON, 

Aide,  &c. 

Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  8, 1861. 

Col.  William  B.  Taliaferro, 

Comdg.,  &c.,  Gloucester  Point,  Gloucester  Court-House,  Va. : 

Colonel  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  asking  instruc- 
tions as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued  in  the  event  of  an  attempt  on  the 
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part  of  the  euemy  to  pass  the  battery  at  Gloucester  Point,  you  are  di- 
rected, on  the  approach  of  a  vessel  of  the  enemy,  and  when  she  shall 
have  gotten  within  range,  to  fire  a  shot  across  her  bows.  Should  this 
not  deter  her  from  proceeding  on.  you  will  fire  one  over  her ;  and  if  she 
still  persist,  you  will  fire  into  her.  Should  the  fire  be  returned,  you  will 
capture  her,  if  possible.  Similar  orders  have  been  issued  to  the  naval 
officer  commanding  battery. 
Respectfully,  &c.« 

R.  E.  LEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  8, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  Ruggles,  Commanding,  Fredericksburg,  Va.  : 

General  :  I  am  instructed  by  Major-General  Lee  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  communications  from  Ma  j.  T.  IT.  Williamson,  engineer,  Virginia 
Army;  Lieut.  H.  H.  Lewis,  Virginia  Navy,  and  W.  H.  Kerr,  brigade 
inspector  Virginia  volunteers,  in  relation  to  fortifying  Aquia  Greek.* 
The  general  commanding  desires  me  to  say  that  the  object  in  view  is 
the  defense  of  the  avenues  of  approach  to  the  terminus  of  the  railway, 
rather  than  the  protection  of  the  few  vessels  at  Aquia  Creek  j  'that  the 
instructions  given  by  him  with  reference  to  this  matter  were  based  upon 
the  report  of  Captain  Lynch,  Virginia  Navy.  You  will  therefore,  being 
on  the  spot  and  in  possession  of  the  facts  requisite  to  a  proper  disposi- 
tion of  the  works  and  the  troops  under  your  command,  exercise  your 
judgment,  in  connection  with  that  of  Captain  Lynch,  with  refereuce  to 
the  defense  of  the  avenue  of  approach  to  the  terminus  of  the  railroad 
and  the  general  protection  of  that  country. 

The  importance  of  erecting  batteries  at  Mathias  Point  is  apparent ; 
but  from  the  report  of  Captain  Lynch,  which  represents  the  necessity 
of  supporting  such  a  movement  by  a  larger  force  than  you  had  at  your 
disposal,  it  was  considered  advisable  to  employ  the  guns  originally  in- 
tended for  that  point  in  the  defense  of  the  approaches  to  Fredericksburg 
by  rail  or  river. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  BROOKE. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  8, 1801. 

Col.  A.  G.  Blanchard,  C.  S.  A.: 

Colonel:  I  have  been  directed  by  the  governor  of  Virginia  to  take 
charge  of  the  troops  of  the  Confederate  States  until  otherwise  directed 
by  the  President   I  desire  your  regiment  to  repair  to  Norfolk  and  re- 
port for  duty  to  General  Gwynn. 
Very  respectfully,  &c, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

"See  Williamson  and  Lewis  to  Rnggle*,  April  24,  p.  77a 


Digitized  by  Google 


Cbaf.  IX.)  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC.  CONFEDERATE. 


817 


General  Orders.  >        Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

No.  12.  }  Richmond,  Fa.,  May  8, 1861. 

Col.  John  B.  Magruder,  of  the  Provisional  Army  of  Virginia,  is 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Virginia  forces  in  and  about  this  city. 
He  will  execute  the  duties  assigned  to  his  predecessor  by  General  Orders, 
No.  3,  current  series.  Colonel  Magruder  will  select  from  his  command 
a  suitable  officer  to  perform  the  duties  of  assistant  adjutant- general. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Lee: 

K.  8.  GABNETT, 

Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Potomac  Department, 

Culpeper  Court-Rouse,  Fa.,  May  8, 1861. 

Col.  B.  8.  Garnett: 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  orders  received  from  the  general-in-chief^ 
to  post  at  Manassas  Junction  sufficient  force  to  defend  that  point 
against  any  attack  likely  to  be  made  against  it  by  troops  from  Washing- 
ton, I  immediately  ordered  the  Powhatan  troop  of  cavalry  to  march 
from  this  place  this  morning,  to  join  Capt  J.  S.  Green's  company,  now 
at  Amiss ville,  Rappahannock  County,  and  to  proceed  together  to 
Manassas  Junction,  where  there  are  two  (raw,  undrilled.  nn uniformed, 
and  armed  with  the  altered  musket)  Irish  companies,  lately  sent  out 
from  Alexandria,  and  which  I  had  ordered  to  be  held  and  drilled  at 
Manassas  Junction.  We  will  endeavor  to  use  these  companies.  I  have 
also  ordered  one  section  (two  pieces)  of  Captain  Kemper's  artillery, 
(the  only  part  of  his  battery  at  all  available  as  foot  artillery,  and  that 
rendered  available  by  doubling  upon  the  two  pieces  the  horses  and 
ammunition  he  had  for  the  four  pieces),  which  I  shall  also  take  along 
to  the  same  point.  The  Powhatan  troop  of  cavalry  and  the  section  of 
artillery  are  absolutely  all  of  the  force  at  all  available  at  this  time  at  this 
place.  I  have  telegraphed  back  to  Charlottesville  for  two  companies  of 
riflemen  to  be  dispatched  to  this  point,  and  learn  from  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Fry  that  I  will  get  but  one,  and  that  not  until  this  evening. 

Looking  to  Lynchburg,  I  learn  that  the  armed  companies  of  that 
place  are  now  in  Richmond,  under  Colonel  Garland.  If  so,  I  trust,  sir, 
they  will  be  immediately  dispatched  to  the  command  at  Manassas. 

We  have  no  ammunition  of  any  kind,  except  the  limited  supply  sent 
forward  to  Alexandria.  I  shall  gather  in  as  fast  as  possible  the  armed 
companies  that  have  not  been  mustered  into  the  service  throughout  my 
department  (if  any  there  be  besides  those  referred  to),  and  concentrate 
them  here  at  Manassas  and  Alexandria,  as  occasion  may  require. 

From  three  to  five  thousand  muskets  or  rifles  should  be  immediately 
forwarded  to  this  point  for  the  use  of  this  command;  thence  to  be 
drawn  for  arming  companies,  as  mustered  into  service.  Some  place 
will  be  provided  as  a  magazine  at  this  point.  The  powder,  balls,  muni- 
tions, equipments,  and  all  ammunition  whatsoever  required  for  at 
least  Ave  thousand  men,  should  be  immediately  prepared  and  for- 
warded to  this  place. 

The  city  of  Alexandria,  situated,  as  it  is,  in  the  re-entering  curve  of 
the  river  opposite  to  Washington,  on  the  convex  side  of  that  curve,  is 
a  point  difficult  to  hold,  in  case  the  enemy  shall  have  any  designs  upon 
it  in  the  present  weak  condition  of  our  forces.  The  enemy,  by  proceed- 
ing below,  to  Fort  Washington  or  Mount  Vernon,  may  turn  the  position, 
take  it  in  the  rear,  and  cut  off  its  communication,  and  so  by  advancing 
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over  the  bridges  from  above  the  enemy  may,  by  short  lines,  tarn 
get  in  the  rear  of  that  place.  In  order  to  prevent  such  a  disaster  tl 
should  be,  obviously,  outside  of  and  behind  Alexandria,  a  force  suffi- 
cient to  throw  out  outpost  guards,  radiating  upon  the  possible  lines  of 
advance  of  the  enemy,  to  protect  that  place  in  the  rear,  and  thus  to 
support  and  cover  the  little  force  now  held  in  Alexandria,  and  prevent 
its  capture  or  annihilation.  With  such  an  arrangement  the  force  in 
Alexandria  could  return,  without  danger  of  being  surprised,  and  find 
support  in  falling  back  upon  the  force  in  its  rear.  But  I  have  abso- 
lutely nothing  at  present  out  of  which  to  constitute  such  a  supporting 
force  in  rear  of  Alexandria.  As  soon  as  I  can  collect  the  means,  or  you 
shall  send  them  to  me,  I  shall  endeavor  to  make  the  best  use  of  them 
to  this  end. 

your  obedient, 

PHILIP  ST.  GEO.  COCKE, 
Brigadier  General,  Commanding  Potomac  Department. 


Headquarters  Potomac  Department, 

Culpeper  Court  House,  May  8,  1861. 

Col.  B.  S.  Garnett  : 

Your  order  of  May  7,  this  moment  received,  stating  that  "The  general 
in  command  is  in  want  of  information  from  you  as  to  the  strength  and 
organization  of  your  command,  and  begs  that  you  will  supply  him  with 
it  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  The  return  due  on  the  1st  instant  by 
General  Orders,  No.  4,  has  not  been  received.  The  general  desires  partic- 
ularly to  know  with  what  force  you  can  take  the  field,  provided  any 
movement  is  made  against  you  from  Washington;  how  it  would  be 
composed,  officered,  and  what  service  could  be  counted  on  from  it." 
I  have  to  say  in  reply  that,  coming  to  this  command  with  14  naked 
hands n  and  in  my  plantation  dress,  arriving  in  Alexandria  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  22d  of  April,  I  have  had  everything  to  do  towards  organiza- 
tion, with  extremely  limited  means  of  accomplishing  anything.  It  has 
been  entirely  impracticable,  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  my  proper 
staff,  until  very  recently,  to  initiate  the  means  of  obtaining  the  regular, 
formal,  and  full  company  returns  and  other  returns  which  would  show 
the  strength  and  organization  of  the  weak,  unorganized,  and  widely- 
scattered  force  under  my  command. 

The  assistant  adjutant-general,  since  his  appointment  and  entrance 
upon  duty,  has  taken  the  most  active  steps  to  accomplish  the,  objects 
desired  by  the  commanding  general.  Those  steps  will  be  persevered 
in.  Such  partial  returns  as  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  from  time  to 
time  from  captains,  both  in  regard  to  number  of  men,  arms,  and  ammu- 
nition, and  general  equipment,  have  been  forwarded  to  the  headquarters 
at  Richmond,  and  will  be  found  on  file  there. 

The  assistant  adjutant-general,  Jones,  has  this  morning  left  me,  by  my 
order,  under  the  pressing  emergency  of  sending  the  only  experienced 
officer  of  the  army  at  my  command  to  march  with  the  Powhatan  troop 
this  moment  en  route  for  Manassas  Junction,  to  assist  in  collecting, 
establishing,  and  organizing  at  that  point  the  force  that  I  may  be  able 
to  command,  to  carry  into  effect  the  order  of  the  general-in-chief,  re- 
ceived yesterday,  to  occupy  and  hold  that  point  against  any  probable 
attack  of  the  enemy.  I  propose  to  follow  myself  to-morrow  with  such 
other  forces  as  I  can  gather,  going  "by  raiiw  to  the  same  point,  ami 
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thus  to  effect  a  contemporaneous  arrival  at  Manassas  Junction.  This 
necessary  absence  of  the  assistant  adjutant-general  from  these  head- 
quarters, together  with  the  yet  unorganized  state  of  the  general  staff 
and  the  inexperience  of  many  of  the  captains  of  many  of  the  companies, 
will  yet  cause  some  delay  in  making  regular  army  returns. 

I  beg,  however,  that  the  general-in-cnief  will  have  collated  from  my 
dispatches  and  reports  from  the  beginning  the  information  therein  im- 
parted  in  this  connection,  and  which  may  thus  furnish  him  with  an  ap- 
proximate estimate  and  exhibit  at  least  of  the  available  forces  hereto- 
fore and  now  at  my  command. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  I  will  here 
briefly  indicate  from  the  best  sources  I  possess  the  present  character 
and  disposition  of  what  available  force  I  have.  (See  statement  inclosed.) 
Very  respectfully, 

PHILIP  8T.  GEO!  COCKE, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Potomac  Department, 

llBCl0«^J 

Headquarters  Potomac  Department, 

Culpeper  Court-House,  May  8, 1861. 

Company  E,  Sixth  Battalion,  Capt.  S.  H.  Devaughn,  100  men  in  all,  60 
muskets,  .58  caliber ;  no  ammunition. 

Company  H,  Sixth  Battalion,  Capt  M.  Marye,  69  men  in  all,  50  mus- 
kets, .68  caliber:  no  ammunition:  in  Alexandria  now. 

Company  G,  Sixth  Battalion,  Lieut  A.  Herbert,  88  men  in  all,  54 
muskets,  .69  caliber;  no  ammunition;  in  Alexandria  now. 

Company,  Fairfax  Rifles,  W.  H.  Dulany,  captain,  51  men  armed,  and 
have  940  cartridges ;  Fairfax  Station. 

Company,  Washington  Volunteers,  Captain  Sherman,  113  men,  un- 
armed and  ununiforroed ;  no  ammunition ;  here. 

Company,  Richardson  Guards,  Capt  J.  Welsh,  80  men,  1,000  caps  and 
cartridges  and  equipments ;  Madison  Court- House. 

Company,  Home  Guards,  J.  Latouche,  100  men,  flint-lock  muskets,  cal- 
iber .69;  in  Alexandria;  no  equipments  or  ammunition. 

Two  companies,  Irish,  now  at  Manassas  Junction,  with  altered  mus- 
kets ;  no  equipments  or  ammunition. 

Company,  Captain  Porter,  now  here,  74  men,  unarmed  and  unequipped ; 
no  ammunition. 

Company,  artillery,  Capt  Del.  Kemper,  86  men,  4  brass  6-pounders,  35 
sabers,  67  rounds  fixed  ammunition,  and  25  loose  ball;  now  here;  part 
leave  to-morrow  for  Manassas. 

Company,  Powell's  troop  of  cavalry,  in  Alexandria,  53  men. 

Company,  J.  Shac  Green,  troop  of  cavalry,  in  Amissville,  64  men ;  will 
be  at  Manassas  to-morrow. 

Company,  M.  Dulany  Ball,  troop  of  cavalry,  equipped ;  now  in  Alex- 
andria. 

Company,  W.  H.  Payne,  troop  of  cavalry ;  now  in  Warren  ton,  holding 
public  property. 

Company,  John  F.  Lay.  troop  of  cavalry ;  left  for  Manass 
to-day;  well  equipped  with  ammunition ;  several  have  no 
pistols. 


Two  companies  in  Charlottesville  not  yet  reported. 

PHILIP  ST.  GEO. 
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Headquabtees,  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  May  8, 1861. 

CoL  R.  S.  Gabnett, 

Adjutant- General  Volunteer  Forces,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  command- 
ing genera],  that  I  located  a  battery  at  the  Aqnia  Creek  Railroad  Land- 
ing this  morning,  and  placed  it  under  the  charge  of  Maj.  T.  H.  William- 
son, Engineers,  for  completion. 

In  the  absence  of  Captain  Lynch,  of  the  Navy,  for  whom  I  have  dis- 
patched a  messenger,  I  have  directed  Captain  Thorburn  to  put  the 
guns  in  position  and  make  the  necessary  preparation  for  service.  It  is 
my  expect  it  >n  that  the  battery  will  be  in  a  measure  completed  within 
forty-eight  hours.  Measures  will  be  taken  to  give  the  requisite  protec- 
tion. 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  a  battery  of  four  32-poundere  be  estab- 
lished on  the  Rappahannock  River,  at  Bristol  Mines  or  Tappahannock, 
with  as  little  delay  as  is  practicable. 

I  transmit  a  memorandum  of  a  statement  made  yesterday  by  Messrs. 
John  T.  Washington  and  John  H.  Stuart,  of  King  George  County,  Vir- 
ginia, Measures  were  taken  immediately  by  dispatching  mounted  men 
to  intercept  and  recover  the  slaves  supposed  to  have  escaped,  but  thus 
far  without  satisfactory  results. 

Repeated  applications  have  been  made  to  me  from  counties  border- 
ing on  the  Rappahannock  on  both  sides,  along  the  Northern  Neck,  for 
instructions  preliminary  to  enrollment  as  volunteers,  from  the  met, 
doubtlessly,  that  they  were  within  my  original  jurisdiction.  I  am  in- 
structed by  General  Cocke  to  embrace  my  original  limits  until  further 
orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B    ad'    0      al  fVA^L0BUG<^E8W 

[In  closure.] 

Headquabtees,  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  May  7, 1861—4  p.  m. 

Statement  of  Mr.  John  T.  Washington,  of  Hampstead  P.  0.,  King  George 

County,  Virginia. 

That  he  was  one  of  the  patrol  on  last  night,  6th  instant,  starting  on 
duty  about  10  p.  in.,  with  some  six  or  seven  others,  and  that  upon  his 
return  home  the  following  morning,  about  sunrise,  he  discovered  that 
five  of  his  negro  men  had  packed  up  their  clothing  and  absconded,  and, 
from  some  tracks  he  discovered,  thinks  they  moved  in  the  direction  of 
Fredericksburg. 

Upon  making  inquiries  he  found  that  Mr.  John  Hill  Stuart  had 
missed  two  of  his  negro  men,  Dr.  A.  B.  Hooe  two  of  his,  Mr.  Cnstis 
Grymes  two  of  his,  Mr.  H.  M.  Tennent  two  of  his,  Mr.  Quisenberry  one 
of  his,  Mr.  John  H.  Washington  two  of  his,  and  Mrs.  Virginia  Wash- 
ington two  of  hers. 

The  above-named  persons  were  all  whom  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
hearing  from,  and  as  they  all  had  missed  some  of  their  negroes,  he  in- 
fers that  his  neighbors  generally  have  suffered. 

Mr.  Washington  also  stated  that  the  patrol  visited  seven  estates  upon 
the  night  of  the  6th  instant,  and  that  upon  six  of  the  estates  they  saw 
but  one  negro  man  each  and  upon  the  other  but  two  negro  men. 

JOHN  T.  WASHINGTON. 
JOHN  H.  STUART. 
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Gloucester  Point,  Va.,  May  8, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  R.  E.  Lee,  Commander-in-Chief : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  assumed  command  at  this  post 
at  7  o'clock  yesterday  evening.  I  hastened  to  assume  the  command 
from  the  fact  that  1  learned,  on  my  way  from  Richmond,  that  the  howitzer 
battery  under  Lieutenant  Brown,  acting  under  the  orders  of  Captain 
Whittle,  of  the  Virginia  Navy,  had  resisted  the  approach  of  the  steamer 
Yankee  and  driven  her  back,  after  the  firing  of  some  ten  or  twelve  rounds 
on  either  side.  I  immediately  ordered  out  the  volunteer  forces  of  the 
county,  amounting  to  some  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  to  re-enforce  the 
battery  and  prevent  a  landing  of  the  enemy  in  boats.  These  troops  had 
not  been  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  State,  and  no  force  beyond  a 
small  guard  had  been  stationed  at  this  place.  Major  Page,  mustering 
officer,  will  muster  in  three  companies  to-day.  I  have  now  subsistence 
for  four  hundred  men  for  thirty  days,  and  will  erect  huts  for  the  troops 
this  evening.  I  have  to  urge  that  you  will  order  to  this  point  some 
effective  sea-coast  guns,  for  the  small  battery  of  6- pounder  guns  now 
here  will  prove  of  small  consequence  in  resisting  an  attack  upon  this 


by  a  naval  force  of  much  importance. 


ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  TALIAFERRO, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


This  letter  came  to  me  unsealed.  I  presumed  that  I  might  read  it  I 
know  not  on  what  authority  Colonel  Taliaferro  says  that  the  firing  at 
Gloucester  Point  was  authorized  by  me.   This  is  an  entire  mistake. 

Tour  obedient  servant,   

WM.  0.  WHITTLE, 

Captain,  Virginia  Navy. 

Maj.  Gen.  Lee,  Commander-in-Chief,  Ac.,  Richmond,  Va. 

Six  0-inch  guns  are  now  on  York  River,  and  three  32-pounders  will  be 
sent  in  a  day  or  two.  The  firing  by  the  howitzer  battery  was  not 
directed  by  Captain  Whittle. 

S.  BARRON 
Captain,  Virginia  fra 


The  firing  was  not  directed  by  Captain  Whittle.  The  major-general 
has  expressed,  through  me,  bis  disapproval  of  the  firing  at  such  a  dis- 

S.  BARRON. 

Six  9-inch  guns  now  at  the  river.   There  will  be  three  32 
for  West  Point  to-day  or  to-morrow. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  9,  1 861. 

CoL  P.  St.  George  Cooke,  Commanding  Potomac  Division: 

Colonel:  I  am  instructed  by  Major-General  Lee  to  inform  you  that 
Colonel  Preston  and  Colonel  Garland,  with  eleven  companies  under 
their  command,  have  been  ordered  to  report  to  you  at  Culpeper.  Three 
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thousand  flint-lock  muskets  and  sixty  thousand  rounds  of  cartridges 
nave  oeen  oruerea  to  oe  sent. 

&c, 

JNO.  M.  BROOKE. 
Virginia  Navy,  Acting  Aide-de-Camp. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

•  Richmond,  Va.,  May  9, 1861. 

Col.  Jural  A.  Early,  Commanding,  dkc,  Lynchburg,  Va.  t 

Colonel:  Col.  R.  C.  W.  Radford,  Virginia  volunteers,  has  been 
directed  to  report  to  you  for  duty.  You  will  assign  him  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  troops  from  the  counties  of  Campbell,  Bedford,  Roanoke, 
Botetourt,  and  Craig  (which  you  were  directed  to  keep  united  and  dis- 
tinct from  those  of  the  other  counties  by  letter  of  6th  instant),  and 
direct  him  to  proceed  with  them  as  soon  as  possible,  and  report  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  troops  betweeu  Culpeper  Court- House  and 
Alexandria  or  on  that  line. 

Very  respectfully,  &c,   

R.  E.  LEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  9,  1861. 

CoL  T.  J.  Jackson,  Commanding,  Ac.,  Harper's  Ferry,  Va. : 

Colonel  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  and  am 
gratified  at  the  progress  you  have  made  in  the  organization  of  your 
command.  I  hope  some  of  the  field  officers  directed  to  report  to  you 
will  have  arrived  and  entered  on  their  duties.  In  your  preparation 
for  the  defense  of  your  position  it  is  considered  advisable  not  to  intrude 
upon  the  soil  of  Maryland,  unless  compelled  by  the  necessities  of  war. 
The  aid  of  its  citizens  might  be  obtained  in  that  quarter.  I  regret  I  have 
no  engineer  of  experience  to  send  you.  Ton  will  have  to  rely  upon 
your  judgment  and  the  aid  of  the  officers  with  you.  I  have  directed 
that  four  6-pounder  guns  be  forwarded  to  you  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
two  12-pounder  howitzers,  with  a  supply  of  ammunition  and  equipment 
for  firing,  will  be  sent  to  you  at  once.  There  are  no  caissons.  Horses, 
wagons,  and  harness  will  be  procured  near  you  by  an  agent  of  the 
quartermaster's  department,  sent  for  the  purpose. 

Captain  Pendleton's  company  of  artillery  from  Lexington  will  join 
you  as  soon  as  possible,  with  such  field  pieces  as  it  has.  Flour  and 
provisions  for  use  of  the  troops  must  be  secured.  In  other  respects  it 
is  not  designed  to  embarrass  the  legitimate  commerce  of  our  citizens. 

I  have  directed  that  one  thousand  muskets,  obtained  from  North 
.    Carolina,  be  sent  to  you,  to  aid  in  arming  your  command  and  to  re- 
spond to  requisitions  that  may  be  made  upon  you  by  Colonel  Porter- 
fleld.   Your  requisitions  upon  the  staff  department  at  headquarters,  as 
far  as  possible,  will  be  filled. 
Respectfully,  &c, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  9, 1861. 

Maj.  William  £.  Jones,  Virginia  Volunteers,  Abingdon,  Va. : 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  you  have  been  ap- 
pointed major  in  the  Virginia  volunteers.  Under  the  authority  of  the 
governor,  by  his  proclamation  of  the  3d  instant,  you  are  directed  to 
call. out  and  muster  into  the  service  of  the  State  volunteer  companies 
from  the  counties  of  Washington,  Russell,  Scott,  and  Lee,  to  rendez- 
vous at  Abingdon.  The  whole  number  of  companies  so  called  into 
service  must  not  exceed  two  mounted  companies  and  eight  companies 
of  infantry  and  riflemen.  You  will  proceed  to  organize  them  into  a 
regiment,  and  make  arrangements  for  their  instruction,  subsistence,  &c 
Tou  will  report,  as  Boon  as  possible,  their  number,  condition  of  arms, 
&c,  and  hold  them  in  readiness  for  prompt  movement.  To  aid  in  their 
armament  five  hundred  of  the  best  arms  for  issue  will  be  sent  to  you, 
which  you  will  distribute  at  your  discretion,  taking  the  proper  receipt, 
&c.,  from  each  captain  for  the  security  of  the  State. 
I  am,  &c, 

K.  E.  LEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Potomac  Department, 

Culpeper  Court-Rouse,  Va.,  May  9, 1861. 

Col.  R.  S.  Garnett  : 

I  send  herewith  a  copy  of  the  orders  under  which  I  assumed  com- 
mand of  officers  of  all  grades  on  the  line  of  the  Potomac,  along  the 
entire  boundary  of  the  State  as  marked  by  said  river,  holding  commis- 
sion as  brigadier  general  of  volunteers,  by  authority  of  the  governor  and 
council,  and  confirmed  by  the  Convention. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

PHILIP  ST.  GEO.  COCKE, 
Brigadier- General.  Commanding  Potomac  Department. 

[Tnclo«ura  ] 

Richmond,  Va.,  April  21,  1861. 

The  council  of  state,  in  absence  of  the  governor,  directs  that  officers 
of  all  grades  on  the  line  of  the  Potomac  shall  obey  the  orders  of  Gen- 
eral P.  St  George  Cocke,  who  has  been  assigned  by  the  governor  to 
the  command  of  that  section  of  the  military  operations  of  the  State 
bounded  by  said  river. 

By  order  of  the  council  of  state : 

JOHN  J.  ALLEN, 

President  of  the  Council 


Division  Headquarters, 

Harper's  Ferry,  May  9,  1861. 

General  :  If  this  place  is  attacked,  we  may  expect  the  enemy  to 
make  a  free  use  of  rifled  cannon,  in  addition  to  field  artillery,  and  possi- 
bly larger  caliber. 
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The  object  of  this  letter  is  to  state  that  Colonel  Thomas,  adjutant 
general  of  Maryland,  has  placed  at  my  disposal  the  ordnance  from  the 
Virginia  navy-yard  en  route  for  Baltimore  via  this  place,  and  to  request 
that  you  will,  should  it  meet  with  your  approbation,  send  a  competent 
ordnance  officer,  with  sufficient  force  and  means,  to  mount  such  pieces 
as  I  may  designate. 

I  am,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON.  . 
Colonel  Virginia  Volunteers,  Commanding  Division. 

P.  8. — There  are  about  2,200  Federal  troops  at  the  Relay  House,  others 
beyond  Baltimore,  and  about  4,000  near  Chambersburg,  Pa.  I  have 
occupied  the  Maryland  Heights  with  the  Eentuckians  and  one  company 
of  infantry  from  Augusta  County,  making  about  600  in  all. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  10,  1861. 

Col.  P.  St.  Qeoroe  Cocke, 

Virginia  Volunteers,  Culpeper  Court- House,  Va. : 

Colonel  :  It  is  very  important  that  the  volunteer  troops  be  organ- 
ized and  instructed  as  rapidly  as  possible.  I  know  you  are  doing  all 
in  your  power  towards  that  object.  It  is  desired  that  you  attach  to  the 
battalions  or  regiments,  as  formed,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  field  officers 
who  have  been  'or  may  be  directed  to  report  to  you  from  the  same 
region  with  the  companies,  place  them  at  such  point  or  points  as  you 
think  best,  with  capable  instructors,  and  press  forward  their  instruction 
and  equipment.  The  regiments  under  Colonels  Garland  and  Preston 
were  designed  for  Manassas  Junction.  You  are  requested  to  send  them 
there,  and  as  company  and  field  officers  are  available  which  might 
properly  be  assigned  to  them,  to  forward  them  to  the  respective  regi- 
ments. That  the  troops  may  be  prepared  for  field  service,  it  is  desira- 
ble that  they  be  removed  from  the  towns  and  placed  in  camp,  where 
their  instruction  may  be  uninterrupted  and  rigid  discipline  established. 
Officers  and  men  will  sooner  become  familiar  with  the  necessities  of  serv- 
ice, and  make  their  preparations  accordingly.  It  is  impossible  at  this 
time  to  furnish  tents,  but  unoccupied  buildings  might  possibly  be  ob- 
tained or  temporary  plank  huts  established.  I  beg  you  will  adopt  the 
best  plan  in  your  power  to  prepare  the  men  for  hard,  effective  service. 
Bespectfully,  &c., 

R.  B.  LEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Col.  T.  J.  Jackson, 

Virginia  Volunteers,  Commanding  Harper's  Ferry,  Va.  : 

Colonel:  Your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  by  Major  Massie,  has  been 
received.  Orders  have  been  given  to  fill  your  requisition  for  arms,  am- 
munition, and  aeeouterments  as  far  as  possible.  In  addition  to  the  guns 
that  you  were  advised  yesterday  would  be  sent  to  you,  I  have  directed 
two  32-pounders,  with  navy  carriages,  and  a  supply  of  ammunition,  &c, 
to  be  forwarded  to  you.   They  will  be  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Fauntle- 
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roy,  of  the  Navy,  who  is  ordered  to  report  to  you,  and  I  hope  will  be 
useful  in  defending  your  poet. 

Your  intention  to  fortify  the  heights  of  Maryland  may  interrupt  our 
friendly  arrangements  with  that  State,  and  we  have  no  right  to  intrude 
on  her  soil,  unless,  under  pressing  necessity,  for  defense.  I  had  hoped 
that  her  own  citizens  would  have  relieved  us  of  that  question,  and  you 
must  endeavor  to  give  to  the  course  you  may  find  it  necessary  to  pur- 
sue the  appearance  of  its  being  the  act  of  her  citizens.  At  all  events, 
do  not  move  until  actually  necessary  and  under  stern  necessity. 

I  have  directed  the  companies  ordered  to  rendezvous  at  Staunton  to 
be  sent  to  you  as  soon  as  mustered  into  the  service,  and  I  hope  you  will 
receive  a  large  accession  of  troops  under  the  authority  extended  to  you. 
Several  officers  of  experience  have  been  sent  to  you,  and  I  shall  en- 
deavor to  send  some  cadets.  I  know,  from  the  spirit  with  which  you 
are  animated,  that  you  will  leave  nothing  undone  to  insure  the  defense 
of  your  post  and  the  security  of  your  command.  Ton  will  not  neglect, 
therefore,  the  instruction  of  the  troops,  who  ought  to  be  constantly  prac- 
ticing their  military  exercises  and  prepared  in  every  way  for  hard 
service.  Every  rifle  that  you  can  finish  will  be  of  advantage,  but  it  will 
be  necessary  to  send  off  that  machinery  as  soon  as  the  musket  factory 
is  removed.  I  have  directed  the  Quartermaster  and  Commissary  Depart- 
ments to  send  funds,  if  practicable,  to  the  assistant  quartermaster  and 
commissary  at  your  post 
fully,  &c., 

B.  E.  LEE, 
Major- Oeneral,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  10, 1861. 

Col.  T.  J.  Jackson,  Commanding,  &c.,  Harper's  Ferry,  Va. : 

Colonel:  Your  letter  of  May  9th  has  just  been  received.  The 
guns  you  refer  to,  intended  for  Maryland,  have,  I  understand,  been 
stopped  by  the  governor.  I  wrote  you  to-day  that  two  32-pounders 
had  been  ordered  to  you.  I  fear  you  may  have  been  premature  in  oc- 
cupying the  heights  of  Maryland  with  so  strong  a  force  near  you.  The 
true  policy  is  to  act  on  the  defensive,  and  not  invite  an  attack.  If  not 
too  late,  you  might  withdraw  until  the  proper  time.  I  have  already 
suggested  to  you  the  probability  of  the  use  of  the  canal  as  a  means  of 
carrying  ordnance  and  munitions  from  Washington  to  use  against  you. 
In  that  event  it  would  be  well  to  cut  the  supply  damB  to  prevent  its 
use.  Ten  cadets  have  been  ordered  to  report  to  you,  in  addition  to  the 
ten  now  there. 

Very  respectfully,  &c, 

JL  E.  LEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters,  Richmond,  Va., 

May  10, 1861. 

To  the  Commanding  Officer,  Lynchburg,  Va. : 

By  dispatch  of  this  date  I  have  directed  a  detachment  of  one  thou- 
sand troops,  either  of  Confederate  State  troops  or  Virginia  volunteers, 
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to  be  sent  to  report  to  Colonel  Jackson  at  Harper's  Ferry.  I  desire 
two  regiments  more,  if  efficient  men  can  be  obtained,  to  be  sent  to  the 
same  point  as  soon  as  practicable.  Report  what  troops  will  have  been 
sent  in  compliance  with  these  orders,  composition,  arms,  &c,  and  under 
what  officers.  The  detachment  may  be  composed  of  Virginia  or  Confed- 
erate State  troops,  as  you  may  deem  best  for  the  occasion. 
Very  respectfully,  &c, 

R.  E.  LEE, 


HEADQUARTERS  VIRGINIA  FORCES, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  10, 1861. 

Lieut  Col.  John  Echols,  Virginia  Volunteers,  Staunton,  Va. : 

Colonel  :  It  is  desired  that  you  send  the  troops  yon  were  directed 
to  muster  into  the  service  of  the  State  at  Staunton  to  Harper's  Ferry, 
by  companies,  as  fast  as  mustered  in,  with  their  descriptive  list,  to  Colo- 
nel Jackson,  without  waiting  to  organize  them  into  regiments,  with 
such  arms  as  they  may  have.  You  will  report  the  companies  sent,  their 
number,  condition  of  arms,  &c,  to  these  headquarters. 
Very  respectfully,  &c, 

R.  B.  LEE, 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  10, 1861. 

Col.  Geo.  H.  Terrett, 

Provieional  Army  of  Virginia,  Alexandria,  Va.  : 

Colonel  :  In  forwarding  Special  Orders,  No.  39, 1  take  occasion  to 
say  that,  while  pursuing  a  strictly  defensive  policy,  it  is  necessary  that 
you  should  be  vigilant,  have  your  troops  at  or  near  points  where  they 
may  be  needed,  and  urge  forward  their  instruction  and  preparation 
with  all  the  means  in  your  power.  For  this  purpose  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  remove  them  from  the  towns,  if  possible,  and  establish  them 
in  camps,  where  their  constant  instruction  and  discipline  can  be  at- 
tended to.  They  will  the  sooner  become  familiar  with  the  necessities 
of  service,  and  be  better  prepared  for  its  hardships.  It  will  be  impos- 
sible to  furnish  tents  at  this  time,  but  it  is  hoped  that  unoccupied  build- 
ings or  temporary  plank  huts  might  be  obtained  where  needed.  At 
Manassas  Junction,  where  it  will  be  necessary  to  establish  a  portion  of 
your  command  to  secure  the  road  to  Harper's  Ferry,  some  preparation 
of  this  sort  will  be  needed.  Colonel  Garland's  and  Colonel  Preston's 
battalions  (the  first  consisting  of  four  and  the  second  of  seven  com- 
panies) have  been  ordered  to  that  point,  to  report  to  you.  These  bat- 
talions will  be  increased  to  regiments  as  companies  from  their  districts 
arrive,  which  will  be  forwarded  to  you  by  Colonel  Cocke.  You  will 
give  them  the  necessary  orders  and  add  such  re-enforcements  as  you 
think  proper.  The  troops  near  Alexandria  will  be  kept  in  readiness  to 
move  whenever  necessary,  will  afford  such  protection  to  the  town  and 
neighborhood  as  their  number  will  permit,  and  you  will  endeavor  to 
take  measures  to  allay  unnecessary  excitement,  and  not  to  provoke 
aggression. 
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An  early  report  of  the  condition  and  resources  of  your  command  is 
desired.  Requisitions  upon  the  staff  departments  here  will  be  filled  as 
far  as  possible,  and,  for  articles  admitting  of  no  delay  you  are  authorized 

XvPfillftCLfllllV.  &C. 


General  Orders,  >        Headquarters  Virginia  Forges, 

No.  13.  J  Richmond  Fa.,  Jfay  10, 1861. 

The  following  telegraphic  dispatch  has  this  day  been  received,  and  is 
published  for  the  information  of  all  concerned : 

Montgomery,  Ala.,  May  10, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  R.  E.  Lb: 

To  prevent  confusion,  you  will  assume  the  control  of  the  forces  of  the  Confederate 
States  in  Virginia,  and  assign  them  to  such  duties  as  you  may  indicate,  until  further 
orders,  for  which  this  will  Be  your  authority. 

L.  P.  WALKER, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Officers  of  the  Confederate  States  Army  now  serving  in  Virginia  will 
accordingly  report  (by  letter)  to  the  adjutant-general  of  the  Virginia 
forces  their  Dresent  stations,  the  nature  of  the  orders  under  which 
they  are  acting,  and,  if  in  command  of  troops,  their  numbers  and  organ- 
ization. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Lee  i 

R.  S.  GARNETT, 

Adjutant-  General. 


Grafton,  Va.,  May  10, 1861. 

General  R.  E.  Lre: 

Sir  :  Being  pressed  for  time  and  deeming  it  necessary  to  communicate 
with  you  at  once,  I  wrote  from  this  point  on  the  7th  instant,  giving  my 
views  hastily  as  regards  the  best  policy  to  be  pursued  in  order  to  carry 
ont  my  instructions.  I  am  fully  confirmed  in  the  opinions  there  given, 
as  I  have  since  had  an  opportunity  of  posting  myself  by  visiting  some 
of  the  adjacent  counties.  The  feeling  in  nearly  all  of  our  counties  is 
very  bitter,  and  nothing  is  left  undone  by  the  adherents  of  the  old 
Union  to  discourage  those  who  are  disposed  to  enlist  in  the  service  of 
the  State.  I  find  that  organizations  exist  in  most  of  the  counties  pledged 
to  the  support  of  what  they  term  the  Union.  We  have  various  rumors 
about  forces  being  sent  from  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  at  Grafton.  I  have  no  doubt 
from  the  confidence  and  bearing  of  the  Union  men  in  and  around  here 
that  they  are  expecting  aid  from  some  quarter. 

While  I  deem  it  absolutely  necessary  for  us  to  hold  this  point  im- 
mediately, I  think  it  impracticable  to  undertake  it  with  the  very  small 
force  which  could  be  gotten  here  soon. 

I  see  no  other  alternative  than  to  send  forces  from  the  east  for  the 
present.  This  section  is  verging  on  a  state  of  actual  rebellion,  and 
many  men  who  are  true  and  loyal  to  the  State  are  afraid  to  leave  their 
families  among  men  who  recognize  as  a  leader  John  S.  Carlile,  who 
ODenlv  proclaims  that  the  laws  of  the  State  should  not  be  recognized. 
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If  forces  are  sent,  I  think  we  should  have  at  least  one  battery.  I 
think  five  hundred  men  will  bo  sufficient  to  quell  any  disturbance  which 
might  arise  if  a  smaller  force  were  sent 

As  regards  the  necessity  of  a  force  at  Parkersburg,  I  am  clearly  of 
opinion  that  troops  should  be  assembled  there  immediately.  I  most 
respectfully  commend  to  your  consideration  the  name  of  Judge  W.  I* 
Jackson,  formerly  second  auditor  and  afterwards  lieutenant-governor  of 
the  State,  as  a  suitable  person  to  appoint  to  the  command  at  that  point. 
Judge  Jackson  is  a  gentleman  of  very  great  personal  popularity,  not 
only  with  his  own  party,  but  with  those  who  are  diametrically  opposed 
to  him  politically,  and  I  am  satisfied  could  exert  more  influence  towards 
conciliating  than  any  other  gentleman  who  could  be  appointed.  I  con- 
sider it  unnecessary  to  say  more  of  the  judge,  as  he  is  known  through- 
out the  State  to  be  devoted  to  the  interest  or  Virginia,  and  will  stand 
by  her  to  the  last  extremity.  I  have  recently  had  a  conversation  with 
him,  and  he  will  accept  the  command  if  tendered  him. 
I  am,  most  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  M.  BOYKIN,  Jr., 

Major j  Virginia  Volunteers. 


Special  Order*,  \         Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

No.  39.         f  Richmond,  Va,,  May  10, 1861. 

I.  To  facilitate  the  organization  and  instruction  of  the  troops,  CoL 
D.  Buggies,  of  the  Provisional  Army  of  Virginia,  will  take  command 
of  those  called  into  service  from  the  counties  of  Stafford,  Spottsylvania, 
Caroline,  King  George.  Westmoreland,  and  take  measures  for  the 
security  of  those  counties,  and  those  upon  the  Rappahannock  below 

Fredericksburg. 

•  •••••• 

IV.  Col.  T.  J.  Jackson,  Virginia  volunteers,  will  command  the  troops 
at  Harper's  Ferry,  those  called  from  the  counties  to  rendezvous  at  that 

place  and  those  directed  to  rendezvous  at  Staunton. 

•  •••••• 

By  order  of  Major-General  Lee : 

R.  S.  GARNETT, 

Adjutant-General 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  10, 1861. 

Col.  Daniel  Ruogles, 

Provisional  Army  of  Virginia,  Fredericksburg,  Va. : 

Colonel  :  In  carrying  into  effect  Special  Orders,  No.  39,  you  are  de- 
sired to  use  all  the  means  in  your  power  to  advance  the  instruction  and 
discipline  of  your  command.  For  this  purpose  you  will  place  the  troops 
at  or  near  points  where  they  will  probably  be  needed,  and  it  is  hoped, 
as  it  will  be  impossible  to  furnish  tents  at  present,  that  you  may  pro- 
cure buildings,  or  erect  huts  or  plank  sheds,  for  their  protection,  which 
will  enable  you  to  remove  them  from  the  towns,  accustom  them  to  the 
necessities  of  service,  and  enable  them  to  prepare  for  it.  You  must 
establish  rigid  discipline,  and  endeavor  to  place  with  each  command 
competent  officers  as  instructors,  though  they  may  be  of  inferior  rank 
to  the  respective  commanders.   I  know  that  officers  and  men  are  in- 
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spired  with  proper  zeal,  and  you  will  have  oalv  »    ^ a  and  direct  it.  As 
regards  the  water  defenses,  you  are  desired  -o  consult  freely  with  the 
naval  officers  charged  with  that  subject,  and  give  them  all  the  aid  in 
your  power.   Tour  operations  will  be  strictly  defensive. 
Respectfully,  &c, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 



i  Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  10, 1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  D.  A.  Langhorne,  Virginia  Volunteers,  Lynchburg,  Va. : 

Sir  :  The  number  of  troops  from  Virginia  now  assembling  at  Lynch- 
I  burg  may  become  so  large  as  to  render  it  inconvenient  for  you  to 
provide  for  them.  You  are  therefore  authorized  to  order  to  report  to 
Colonel  Cocke,  at  Culpeper  Court-House,  such  companies  from  the 
counties  of  Campbell,  Bedford,  Roanoke,  Botetourt,  and  Craig  as  may  be 
organized  and  able  to  move,  and  to  this  city  such  from  the  remaining 
counties  of  your  district  as  are  similarly  situated.  Report  these  instruc- 
tions to  Colonel  Early  on  his  arrival. 
I  am,  sir,  &c, 

R.  S.  GARNETT, 

Adjutant-  General. 

i   

Headquarters  Cabell's  Battery, 
J  Gloucester  Point,  May  10  [t],  1861—9.30  a.  m. 

n        Col.  J.  B.  Magruder  : 

Sir  :  Yesterday,  about  1  o'clock  p.  in.,  an  armed  steamer  approached  our 
battery,  coming  within  the  range  of  two  or  three  miles.  We  sprang  to 
»  our  guns,  and  were  ready  for  action  as  soon  as  it  was  manifest  that  the 
i  steamer  was  coining  up  the  river.  We  all  expected  an  attack,  but  she 
turned  and  proceeded  down  the  river,  and  dropped  anchor  near  its  mouth. 
Another  ship  or  steamer  was  also  in  the  distance.  During  the  night 
there  was  a  vigilant  lookout.  This  morning  four  ships  or  steamers 
passed  beyond  the  first  steamer,  proceeding  rapidly  from  north  to 
south. '  About  8  o'clock  this  morning  the  attacking  steamer  weighed 
anchor  and  left  the  river.  Yon  can  draw  your  own  conclusions  as  well 
as  I  can  of  the  purpose  of  the  enemy. 

I  regard  this  point  as  next  in  importance  to  Fortress  Monroe.   I  hope 
I  may  say  that  I  am  acquainted  at  least  with  the  commercial  wants  of 
the  State.   It  is,  in  my  opinion,  invaluable,  both  for  military  defense 
and  the  commercial  necessities  of  the  State.   Let  its  importance  not  be 
underrated.   This  point  properly  secured,  and  no  effectual  blockade 
can  continue:  no  ships  can  pass  up  York  River;  no  attack  can  be 
>         made  on  Richmond,  except  by  long  land  marches.   If  you  could  see 
the  place,  you  would  be  satisfied  of  its  great  importance.   To  allow  it 
*         to  be  lost  would  be  a  fatal  error.   The  force  here,  consisting  entirely  of 
»         volunteers,  are  prepared  to  defend  it  to  the  last  extremity.   They  are 
perfectly  aware  of  the  strangeness  and  peril  of  their  situation,  but 
'         though  "there  is  plenty  of  danger,  there  is  no  fear."  But  if  I  am  cor- 
\         rect  in  regard  to  the  importance  of  retaining  this  position,  though  the 
i         necessities  of  the  State  would  not  permit  more  men  to  be  sent  for  the 
I         support  of  the  few  here,  yet  that  force  should  be  promptly  sent  for 
t         the  Drotection  of  the  present  and  future  fortifications  here.   Blind  as 
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Lincoln  and  Cabinet  appear  to  be,  they  must  see  the  importance  of 
taking  this  place.  A  land  attack  by  a  large  force  would  probably  do 
this.  We  would  dispute  every  inch  of  ground~with  them ;  but  however 
valiant  our  defense,  it  would  not  repay  the  loss  of  this  place.  I  believe 
it  can  be  easily  defended  from  a  land  attack.  Access  from  our  rear  is 
over  ground  perfectly  lev.el,  and  mostly  open.  The  enemy  must  march 
through  a  space  not  over  a  mile  or  mile  and  a  half  wide.  Defend  this 
by  a  rude  fort  of  logs  even,  and  it  would  greatly  contribute  to  our 
defense.  Jt  will  require  a  much  larger  force  to  do  this.  But  the 
plateau  in  the  rear  of  this  is  the  most  beautiful  as  well  as  extensive 
field  for  drill  I  have  ever  seen.  A  brigade  could  well  maneuver  upon 
it.  Bend  down,  therefore,  some  of  your  raw  troops  of  infantry,  and  let 
a  school  of  instruction  be  placed  here. 

The  Federal  troops  may  land  below,  but  they  must  pass  through  the 
level  interval  or  oyer  Sarah's  Creek.  They  cannot  pass  Sarah's  Creek 
without  boats,  and  its  defense  is  very  easy.  I  have  not  time  to  say 
more. 

Please  submit  this  to  General  Lee  and  the  governor  and  council. 
Let  the  public  not  hear  of  it  till  the  plan  is  executed. 

Excuse  haste  and  the  excitement  of  a  camp  life,  and  the  errors  of 
composition  produced  by  constant  interruptions  and  camp  tables. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

H.  C.  CABELL, 

Captain  dtc 

Headquarters  Virginia  Forges, 

Richmond,  Va,,  May  11,  1861. 

Maj.  F.  M.  Boykin,  Jr.,  Grafton,  Va.: 

Major:  Your  letter  of  the  7th  has  just  been  received,  and  I  regret  to 
learn  that  the  prospect  of  assembling  the  Virginia  forces  at  Grafton  is 
so  unfavorable.  Ton  must  persevere,  however,  and  call  out  companies 
from  the  well-affected  counties,  and  march  them  to  Grafton,  or  such 
other  point  in  that  vicinity  as  you  may  select.  Four  hundred  rifles  and 
some  ammunition  have  been  ordered  from  Staunton  to  Major  Goff,  Vir- 
ginia Volunteers,  at  Beverly,  Randolph  County,  who  has  been  directed 
to  communicate  their  arrival  to  Colonel  Porterfield,  and  take  his  directions 
as  to  their  disposition.  You  can  by  this  means  arm  certain  companies 
and  prepare  them  for  service,  preparatory  to  receiving  those  from 
Harper's  Ferry.  I  do  not  think  it  prudent  to  order  companies  from 
other  parts  of  the  State  to  Grafton,  as  it  might  irritate,  instead  of  con- 
ciliating the  population  of  that  region.  On  Colonel  Porterfleld's  arrival 
Grafton 


at  Grafton  communicate  this  letter  to  him. 
Very  respectfully,  &c, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
■General, 


P.  S.— Major  Goff  has  been  directed  to  assemble  some  troops  in  his 
vicinity  for  the  protection  of  the  arms  and  their  safe  conveyance  to  the 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forges, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  May  11,  1861. 

B.  M.  Jones,  Esq.,  Danville,  To.: 

Sir  :  I  am  instructed  by  Major-General  Lee  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  May  9,  respecting  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
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from  Keysville,  on  the  Richmond  and  Danville  Road,  to  Olarksville.  on 
the  Roanoke,  whereby  an  additional  railroad  connection  would  be  had 
between  Richmond  and  States  to  the  sooth  of  Virginia.  As  a  military 
road  at  this  time.  General  Lee  thinks  it  would  be  both  desirable  and 
important  to  have  the  road  which  you  propose  constructed,  as  it  would 
afford  not  only  an  additional  means  of  communication  between  Rich- 
mond and  the  South,  but,  in  the  event  of  obstruction  on  one  road,  the 
other  might  be  kept  open  for  travel  and  transportation.  Contingencies 
might  occur  to  render  this  a  matter  of  the  highest  importance,  and  he 
would  therefore  be  pleased  to  see  the  road  made.  But  while  he  regards 
it  as  desirable,  he  thinks,  from  the  information  -he  has  of  the  financial 
condition  of  the  State,  it  would  not  be  proper  just  now  to  divert  the 
money  required  for  the  work  from  other  objects. 
I  am,  &c, 

JNO.  A.  W^mNGTON,^ 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  May  11,  1861. 

CoL  Wm.  B.  Taliaferro, 

tw w  fliU'/m  I  I t    %M/\/  •  •    \J        U  vvfl       *     -A.  \J  w ww %*•      W  %Mfm  • 

It  is  very  important,  that  the  battery  at  Gloucester  Point  be  pushed 
forward  as  fast  as  possible.   All  the  labor  necessary  for  its  speedy  com- 
pletion must  be  devoted  to  it,  and  every  facility  in  your  power  afforded 
to  the  engineer  engaged  in  its  construction. 
Very  respectfully,  &c, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


IIdqrs.  First  Brigade,  S.  C.  Vols.,  0.  S.  Army, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  11, 1861. 

Col.  R.  S.  Garnett, 

Adjutant- General  Virginia  Forces,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  Orders,  No.  13,  headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 
but  recently  called  to  my  attention,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  as 
brigadier-general,  C.  8.  Army.  Provisional  Forces,  I  am  in  command  of 
two  regiments  of  South  Carolina  volunteers,  numbering,  in  the  aggre- 

f&te,  upwards  of  fifteen  hundred.   Camp  at  present  near  the  reservoir, 
was  ordered  by  the  governor  of  South  Carolina  to  report  to  Governor 
Letcher,  who  directed  me  to  report  to  Major-General  Lee. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

9  M.  L.  BONHAM, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Manassas  Junction,  Va.,  May  11, 1861. 

Col.  DANIEL  RlTGGLES, 

Commanding  at  Fredericksburg,  Va* : 
Sir  :  Being  about  to  gather  troops  at  this  point,  and  to  hold  it  strongly, 
it  would  seem  necessary  that  prompt  measures  should  be  taken  to  bring 
about  a  close  connection  and  strategic  co-operation  between  your  move- 
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merits  and  my  own.  My  general  line  of  operations  is  very  much  in  the 
direction  of  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad,  while  yours  would 
be,  in  the  present  attitude  of  the  enemy,  through  Aquia  Creek  to  Dum- 
fries and  Occoquan.  Our  lines  would  thus  converge  upon  Alexandria 
and  the  enemy's  position  beyond.  The  line  of  the  Potomac  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Aquia,  flanking  your  line,  as  indicated,  as  well  as  mine,  at  least 
as  far  back  as  this  point,  it  is  exceedingly  important  that  we  should 
have  strong  outposts  at  Aquia,  Dumfries,  ani  Occoquan,  at  either  of 
which  places  the  enemy  could  enter  and  land  by  boats,  and  take  me  in 
flank  and  your  own  position  in  front  By  establishing  a  strong  force  at 
these  points  indicated,  we  shall  prevent  surprise,  hold  the  enemy  in 
check  along  the  Potomac,  which  flanks  this  line  of  operations  from 
here  to  Alexandria,  while  we  shall,  at  the  same  time,  hold  ourselves  in 
position  by  a  connected  chain  of  posts  for  reciprocal  support  and 
intelligence  and  for  prompt  co-operation.  In  order  to  effect  the  objects 
indicated  in  general  terms  above,  you  will  place  at  Dumfries  a  detach- 
ment, consisting,  if  practicable,  or  as  soon  as  it  may  be  practicable,  of 
at  least  one  battalion  of  infantry  (rifles  would  be  best),  one  section 
(two  guns)  of  rifled  cannon,  Walker's  battery,  and  a  troop  or  two  of 
cavalry,  while  a  similar  force  should  be  placed  at  Occoquan  as  soon  as 
it  may  be  practicable  to  do  so. 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  difficulties  you  may  have  in  fulfilling  literally 
these  commands  in  this  incipient  stage  of  organization  of  your  force. 
1  must,  therefore,  trust  to  your  discipline  to  do  whatever  may  be  prac- 
ticable for  the  present,  to  be  followed  up  as  future  circumstances  may 
allow.  The  troops  from  Prince  William,  now  at  Dumfries  and  Occoquan, 
and  any  other  troops  that  may  be  there,  will  remain  at  those  posts, 
respectively,  and  be  strengthened  as  circumstances  will  allow  to  do  so, 
as  above  indicated.  This  post  will  be  promptly  put  in  connection  with 
Occoquan  by  outposts,  pickets;  vedettes,  and  patrols,  and  it  would  be 
exceedingly  desirable  to  establish  a  similar  unbroken  chain  of  commu- 
nication between  Occoquan,  Dumfries,  Aquia,  and  Fredericksburg. 
Very  truly,  &c, 

PHILIP  ST.  GEO.  COCKE. 


Division  Hdqrs.,  Harper's  Ferry,  Fa.,  May  11, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  E.  Lee  i 

General:  The  precautions  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the  6th 
instant  have  been  nnder  consideration  for  some  time,  and  some  of  them 
have  been  taken;  others  are  progressing  as  rapidly  as  the  circumstances 
admit  of.  Arrangements  are  complete  for  a  desperate  defense  at  Point 
of  Bocks.  I  have  troops  also  at  Berlin,  Shepherdstown,  and  Martins- 
burg.  Marylanders,  with  artillery,  are  opposite  Shepherdstown,  and 
have  threatened  us  there  to  such  an  extent  as  to  induce  the  officer  sta- 
tioned there  to  call  on  me  for  artillery ;  and  though  I  can  poorly  spare 
it,  yet,  under  the  circumstances,  I  must  comply.  Previous  to  receiving 
your  letter  I  had  authorized  the  payment  of  $5  for  the  best  arms,  and 
graded  pieces  below  that.  My  report  for  yesterday9  will  show  the 
strength  of  the  command.  I  can  get  enough  volunteers  from  the  coun- 
ties named  to  swell  the  force  to  probably  four  thousand  Ave  hundred ; 
but  they  are  without  arms,  accouterments,  and  ammunition.  Please 
send  me  five  thousand  good  muskets  and  rifles,  with  complete  equip- 
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menta.  Also  fall  equipments  for  three  hundred  cavalry,  and  an 
additional  light  battery  more  than  those  called  for  in  my  last  Make 
this  the  depot  for  the  northwest.  Grafton  should  be  occupied  at  once. 
CoL  J.  M.  Bennett  will  deliver  this  to  you,  and  give  important  informa- 
tion respecting  the  northwest*  The  quartermaster,  Mr.  John  A.  Harman , 
of  this  post,  should  not  be  removed,  if  it  can  possibly  be  avoided. 
Please  have  him  appointed  and  retained,  if  practicable.  I  had  difficulty 
in  inducing  him  to  remain  j  but,  if  the  appointment  be  sent  to  him,  I 
think  he  will  continue  here. 

Please  to  forward  the  arms  at  once,  and  all  troops  and  supplies  des- 
tined for  Harper's  Ferry.   I  respectfully  request  they  may  be  sent  at 
once.   Have  no  fear  of  this  place  being  surprised. 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Colonel   V if (fi Hid  Volunteers  Commanding 


General  Headquarters, 
Adjutant-QeneraVs  Office,  May  11,  1861. 

Upon  the  occurrence  of  auy  emergency,  which  in  his  judgment  may 
require  it,  or  upon  the  order  of  Major-General  Lee,  General- in-Chief^ 
Maj.  Benjamin  S.  E well,  of  the  active  volunteer  force,  is  authorized  to 
call  out  any  portion  of  the  militia  of  the  line  or  the  volunteers  of  the 
8ixty-eighth  Regiment,  James  City,  for  the  protection  or  defense  of  the 
•county.  He  will  please  report  to  General  Lee  what  number  and  descrip- 
tion of  additional  arms  may  be  necessary  for  the  purpose. 

Bv  command: 

WM.  H.  RICHARDSON, 

Adjutant-  General. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters, 

No.  9.  (  Fredericksburg,  Fa.,  May  11/ 1861. 

I.  In  conformity  with  instructions  from  the  headquarters  of  Virginia 
forces,  volunteer  companies  of  infantry  and  riflemen  will  be  received 
into  the  service  of  the  State  for  the  period  of  one  year  from  April  26, 
1861,  from  the  counties  of  Richmond,  Northumberland,  and  Lancaster, 
preparatory  to  instruction,  at  or  near  the  court-houses  of  the  respective 
counties,  or  such  other  points  as  may  be  designated  ;  and  also  compa- 
nies of  volunteers,  organized  and  armed  as  above  specified,  will  be  re- 
ceived in  the  counties  of  Essex  and  Middlesex  for  the  same  period  of 
service,  for  instruction,  in  the  vicinity  of  Tappahannock  and  Urbana. 
Companies  of  volunteer  artillery  and  cavalry  already  organized,  armed, 
and  equipped  according  to  law  will  be  reported  by  their  captains  in 
person  or  by  mail  directly  to  these  headquarters  for  special  instruc- 
tions. 

II.  The  companies  of  volunteers  presenting  themselves  are  expressly 
enjoined  to  conform  in  every  essential  particular  in  their  organization, 
armament,  and  equipment  to  the  requirements  stated  in  the  instruc- 
tions for  mustering  volunteers  into  service,  from  Inspector-General  Bald- 
win, dated  April  30, 1861,  for  which  application  may  be  made  directly 
to  the  iuspector-general  of  the  State  or  to  the  inspector  at  these  head- 
quarters. As  companies  are  reported  organized  by  their  captains  at 
these  headquarters,  or  at  such  other  points  as  may  be  designated,  an 
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inspector  will  be  directed  at  an  appointed  time  to  muster  them  into  the 
service  of  the  State. 

III.  The  policy  of  the  State,  as  clearly  indicated  by  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  governor  and  the  ordinances  of  the  Convention,  is  to  rely 
mainly  on  the  organized  and  disciplined  volunteer  forces,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Provisional  Army  of  Virginia.  The  readiness  with  which  the 
people  of  this  department  have  responded  to  the  call  for  volunteers 
induces  the  hope  that,  save  upon  the  emergency  of  actual  invasion,  the 
militia  will  not  be  called  out;  but,  should  that  contingency  arise  before 
precise  instructions  are  communicated,  full  reliance  will  be  placed  on 
the  bold  hearts  and  stoug  arms  of  a  united  people  to  make  each  house 
a  citadel,  and  every  rock  and  tree  positions  of  defense,  thus  efficiently 
aiding  the  organized  forces,  by  communicating  by  telegraph  and  con- 
centrating by  railway  at  the  endangered  point  in  such  numbers  as  to 
sweep  from  our  borders  the  insolent  invaders.  Galled  to  command  a 
border  district  of  Virginia,  now  threatened  with  invasion  and  subjuga- 
tion by  a  lawless  tyranny,  which,  over  a  violated  Constitution,  would 
march  to  conquest  and  carnage,  it  is  esteemed  not  less  the  post  of  honor 
than  of  danger.  Brave  and  loyal  men  of  that  district  which  has  given 
to  freedom  a  Washington,  Madison,  Monroe,  Lee,  Mercer,  and  others, 
whom,  both  in  camp  and  council,  the  world  has  recognized  as  among 
the  noblest  defenders  of  constitutional  liberty,  you  are  called  upon  to 
rally  for  the  defense  of  your  homes  and  firesides ;  your  wives  and  chil- 
dren ;  the  ashes  of  your  mighty  dead  ;  the  freedom  purchased  by  your 
fathers'  blood,  and  the  soil  and  sovereignty  of  your  proud  old  Common- 
wealth. Give  force  and  efficiency  to  your  patriotic  ardor  by  the  aid  of 
discipline  and  organization;  substitute  prudence  and  policy  for  passion, 
and  by  your  devotion  to  liberty,  regulated  by  law,  vindicate  before  the 
nations  your  claim  to  exercise  the  inalienable  right  of  self-government. 

DANIEL  RUGGLES, 
Colonel,  Provisional  Army,  Commanding  Virginia  Forces. 


Headquarters, 
Gloucester  Point,  Va.,  May  11, 1861. 

Major-General  Lee,  Commanding  Virginia  Forces : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  condition  of  the 
defenses  at  this  place  has  greatly  improved  since  my  last  communica- 
tion. Two  heavy  9-inch  guns  have  been  placed  in  position  at  the 
water  battery  at  the  extremity  of  the  point,  and  we  have  the  means 
of  preventing  a  landing  from  boats,  as  the  work  and  the  shore  line  are 
protected  by  the  field  guns  of  Captains  Cabell  and  Brown's  batteries. 
Two  additional  9-inch  guns  have  been  sent  here  this  morning,  and  will 
be  placed  in  battery  with  all  dispatch. 

I  have  directed  the  quartermaster  to  erect  huts  on  the  most  econom- 
ical plan,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  troops,  which  work  is  making 
much  progress,  and  I  hope  to  be  at  least  able  to  protect  the  whole  com- 
mand from  the  weather  by  this  evening. 

Major  Page  has  mustered  into  the  service  two  companies  of  infantry, 
numbering  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  men,  and  one  of  artillery,  num- 
bering ninety  men,  which  is  the  whole  force  yet  mustered  from  the 
counties  of  King  and  Queen  and  Gloucester.  Believing  it  necessary  to 
concentrate  as  many  men  as  possible  here,  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  I 
ordered  here  a  company  of  cavalry,  and  have  retained  them  until  this 
time.   I  have  thought  it  advisable  to  direct  M.yor  Page  to  muster  this 
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troop  into  service,  as  the  character  of  the  country  to  be  defended 
renders  it  necessary  to  have  the  co-operation  of  a  small  cavalry  force 
to  act  as  scouts  and  vedettes,  the  more  particularly  to  give  confidence 
to  the  people  along  the  shores  and  creeks,  who  are  apprehensive  of 
forays.  This  muster  has  not  yet  been  completed,  and,  should  you 
regard  this  force  as  unnecessary,  they  can  be  discharged  from  service, 
with  but  small  loss  for  their  support  during  the  limited  time  they  have 


I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  a  force  be  stationed  at  Yorktown 
and  batteries  erected  there.  I  understand  that  Major  Ewell  is  in  com- 
mand of  a  battalion  on  that  side  of  the  river,  aud  that  my  command  is 
limited  to  this.  I  have  not  had  any  official  communication  with  him, 
and  desire  to  be  advised  of  the  fact  of  the  extent  of  his  command.  I 
would  suggest^  that  his  headquarters  be  established  at  Yorktown,  so 
that  we  could  co-operate. 

I  have,  in  conclusion,  to  say  that  I  have  not  received  from  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Army,  or  any  other  source,  an  order  or  official  commu- 
nication of  any  kind,  with  the  exception  of  your  letter  of  the  8th 
instant,  and  the  order  assigning  me  to  duty,  whichv  was  exhibited  to 
me  in  Richmond.  I  presume  the  derangement  of  the  mails  has  been 
the  cause  of  this,  and  I  ask  that  copies  be  forwarded  to  me,  via  West 
xomt. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  B.  TA  LIAFERRO, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Post 


H  KAUQUARTERS  VIRGINIA  FORCES, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  12, 1861. 

Col.  J.  A.  Parly, 

Virginia  Volunteers,  Commanding,  etc.,  Lynchburg,  Va. : 

Colonel  :  Yours  of  the  9th  instant  is  at  hand.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Langhorue  has  been  instructed  to  call  out  and  muster  into  service  five 
regiments  of  infantry  or  riflemen,  and  one  of  cavalry,  from  the  counties 
for  which  Lynchburg  was  appointed  the  rendezvous  by  the  governor's 
proclamation  of  the  3d  instant.  One  thousand  percussion  muskets, 
with  equipments  and  ammunition,  as  far  as  they  can  be  supplied,  will 
be  sent  to  Lynchburg  for  such  companies  as  may  come  there  unarmed. 
To  the  cavalry  companies,  which  may  offer  themselves  unarmed,  it  is 
recommeuded  to  provide  themselves  with  double-barreled  shot  guns, 
buck-shot  cartridges,  and  pistols.  The  supply  of  cavalry  arms  and 
equipments  here  is  nearly  exhausted.  It  is  left  with  Lieuteuant  Colonel 
Langhorue  to  determine  the  proportion  of  companies  to*be  drawn  from 
the  different  counties  of  his  district.  If  the  cavalry  companies  cannot 
get  arms,  they  will  have  to  be  mustered  in  as  infantry  or  riflemen. 
I  am,  &c, 

R.  S.  GARNETT, 

Adjutant- General 

Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  12,-1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  Gwynn, 

Commanding  Virginia  Forces,  Norfolk,  Va. : 

General  :  I  am  gratified  to  learn  that  all  your  preparations  for 
defense  arc  so  well  advanced.   It  is  important  for  you,  now  being  pre- 
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pared  against  any  immediate  attack,  to  review  your  lines  of  defense, 
strengthen,  improve,  and  enlarge  them,  as  necessity  and  opportunity 
may  permit,  and  apply  all  yonr  means  and  use  every  exertion  to  the  in- 
struction and  discipline  of  your  men,  and  prepare  them  for  hard  and 
active  service.  With  this  view,  they  should  be  placed  at  or  near  the 
points  where  their  services  will  be  required  in  case  of  an  attack  and  be 
prepared  and  habituated  to  the  necessities  of  service.  Is  the  revetment 
of  Fort  Norfolk  sufficiently  protected  by  earth  em-covered  ways,  and  are 
the  parapets  of  all  yonr  redoubts  sufficiently  thick  and  high  to  resist 
heavy  shot  and  protect  the  men  within  f  If  not,  they  had  better  be 
strengthened  and  every  measure  taken  to  give  confidence  and  security 
to  the  men. 

In  the  fabrication  of  musket  cartridges  at  this  point  we  are  now 
obliged  to  use  coarse  powder  for  want  of  musket  powder.  As  you  have 
a  large  amount  of  cartridges  on  hand,  you  are  desired  to  send  ten  bar- 
rels of  musket  powder,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  Colonel  Dimraock,  at  this 
place.  Telegraphed  to  this  effect  to-day. 
Very  respectfully,  &c, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  12, 1861. 

Col.  T.  J.  Jackson, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Harper's  Ferry,  Va. : 

Colonel:  I'  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  by 
Colonel  Bennett.  I  am  concerned  at  the  feeling  evinced  in  Maryland, 
and  fear  it  may  extend  to  other  points,*  besides  opposite  Shepherdstown. 
It  will  be  necessary,  in  order  to  allay  it,  that  you  confine  yourself  to  a 
strictly  defensive  course.  I  presume  the  points  occupied  by  you  at 
Point  of  Bocks,  Berlin,  and  Shepherdstown  are  on  our  side.  I  am  glad 
to  hear  that  volunteers  are  assembling.  Over  two  thousand  arms  have 
already  been  sent  to  you,  and  one  thousand  more  have  been  ordered 
this  evening.  If  you  only  expect  to  receive  sufficient  volunteers  to 
swell  your  force  to  four  thousand  five  hundred  men,  I  do  not  see  how 
you  can  require  five  thousand  arms,  as  you  must  now  have  nearly  three 
thousand  armed,  besides  the  three  thousand  arms,  above  mentioned, 
ordered  to  you.  We  have  no  rifles  or  cavalry  equipments.  The  latter 
may  use  double-barreled  shot-guns  and  buck-shot,  if  no  better  arms  can 
be  procured.  I  will  see  to  the  quartermaster.  I  fear  no  field  battery 
can  be  sent  you  besides  that  now  preparing.  The  Fourth  Regiment 
Alabama  troops,  from  Lynchburg,  have  gone  to  you,  and  I  have  ordered 
two  others  from  the  same  point.  Ammunition  has  also  been  ordered  to 
you.  You  know  our  limited  resources,  and  must  abstain  from  all  provo- 
cation for  attack  as  long  as  possible. 

It.  E.  LEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

.  Richmond,  Va.,  May  13, 1861. 

Col.  P.  St.  George  Cocke, 

Comdg.  Virginia  Forces,  Hdqrs.  Culpeper  Court-House,  Va.  : 

Colonel:  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  and 
hasten  to  give  such  explanation  as  I  can  of  the  circumstances  to  which 
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it  refers.  Your  change  of  rank  has  resulted  from  the  action  of  the  Con- 
vention. Before  the  termination  of  its  session  an  ordinance  was  passed 
requiring  all  appointments  in  the  military  service  by  the  governor  to 
be  submitted  to  the  Convention  for  confirmation.  The  Convention  also 
determined,  as  I  have  understood,  to  reduce  the  number  of  the  higher 
grades  in  the  service,  which  resulted  in  the  renomination  by  the  gov- 
ernor, by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  council,  of  several  officers  for  ap- 
pointments to  grades  one  degree  lower  than  those  to  which  they  had 
been  originally  appointed.  General  Gwynn's,  General  Johnston's,  Gen- 
eral Ruggles',  yours,  and  others  were  of  this  number.  Another  ordi- 
nance of  the  Conveution  gave  to  officers  of  the  Provisional  Army  rank 
above  those  of  the  volunteer  forces  of  the  same  grade,  and  subjected 
them  to  duty  with  the  volunteers  until  required  for  service  with  the 
Provisional  Army.  Colonel  Ruggles  and  Colonel  Terrett  having  been 
appointed  in  the  Provisional  Army,  it  was  incumbent  on  me  to  recognize 
their  rank.  It  therefore  became  necessary  to  change  your  command, 
which  I  did  with  regret  Of  the  circumstances  attending  it  I  supposed 
you  were  cognizant,  as  the  action  of  the  Convention,  I  think,  occurred 
before  your  last  visit  to  this  city. 

When  Colonel  Jackson  was  sent  to  Harper's  Ferry,  it -was  to  muster 
into  service  the  companies  there  assembled,  with  a  view  of  organizing 
a  force  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  hold  that  point  Hence  he  was  not 
directed  to  report  in  person  to  you  on  his  route,  as  that  would  have 
occasioned  delay,  though  it  was  well  understood  that  Harper's  Ferry  was 
embraced  within  your  command.  At  the  present  time,  as  well  as  for 
the  reasons  given  in  Special  Orders,  No.  39,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to 
give  to  the  commander  at  Harper's  Ferry  command  of  that  station,  with- 
out reference  to  any  other  question.  I  hope  you  will  perceive,  from  the 
foregoing  explanation,  which  has  been  necessarily  brief,  that  the  change 
in  your  command  was  dictated  by  necessity  and  not  by  choice.  In 
assigning  the  officers  within  your  former  district  to  their  present  posts, 
I  was  guided  entirely  by  the  convenience  of  the  service  and  a  desire  to 
hasten  the  organization  of  the  troops.  It  is  temporary,  and  designed 
to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  occasion.  As  to  yourself,  I  desired  to  have 
the  benefit  of  your  knowledge  of  the  troops  and  officers  oalled  from  the 
extensive  country  assigned  to  you,  in  their  organization  and  equipment, 
and  hoped  the  service  would  be  as  agreeable  to  you  as  I  believe  it  will 
be  beneficial  to  the  public.  Recognizing  as  fully  as  I  do  your  merit, 
patriotism,  and  devotion  to  the  State,  I  do  not  consider  that  either  rank 
or  position  are  necessary  to  bestow  upon  you  honor,  but  believe  that 
you  will  confer  honor  on  the  position.  In  the  present  crisis  of  affairs,  I 
know  that  your  own  feelings,  better  than  any  words  of  mine,  will  point 
out  the  best  course  for  you  to  pursue  to  advance  the  cause  in  which 
you  are  engaged,  and  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  service,  which 
you  have  so  much  at  heart,  and  will  leave  to  the  voice  of  your  fellow- 
citizens  to  assign  to  you  the  position  you  deserve. 

I  am,  with  high  respect  and  esteem,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  J3.  LF£}, 
Major  General 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forges, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  13,  1861. 

Maj.  F.  M.  Boykin,  Grafton,  Va.  : 

Major  :  Your  letter  of  May  10  has  been  received.  On  the  11th  in- 
stant I  wrote  to  inform  you  that  four  hundred  rifles  were  ordered  to  Ik 
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sent  to  the  care  of  Major  Goff,  Virginia  volunteers,  at  Beverly,  Randolph 
County,  subject  to  the  directions  of  Col.  George  A.  PorterfLeld.  Six  hun- 
dred rides,  in  addition  to  the  four  hundred  of  which  you  were  already 
notified,  have  been  ordered  to  be  sent  from  Staunton  to  the  care  of  Major 
Goff,  Virginia  volunteers,  at  Beverly,  which  will  be  subject  to  Colonel 
Porterfield's  orders.  I  regret  to  hear  of  the  difficulties  mentioned  in 
your  letter  of  mustering  troops  at  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Grafton,  but 
hope  that  by  perseverance  you  will  overcome  them.  Major  Goff  has 
been  directed  to  muster  troops  in  Randolph  and  adjacent  counties,  and 
it  is  hoped  he  will  be  enabled  to  obtain  a  sufficient  number  for  the 
purposes  mentioned  in  your  letter,  as  it  is  deemed  unadvisable  to  send 
troops  from  the  east  for  the  present. 
Very  respectfully,  &a, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  May  13,  1861. 

Brigadier-General  Gwtnn,  Commanding,  &c.,  Norfolk,  Va. : 

General  :  Your  letter  of  the  10th,  requesting  authority  to  call  into 
service  an  additional  cavalry  company,  has  been  received.  It  was  sup- 
posed that  four  mounted  companies  would  be  sufficient  for  the  service 
at  Norfolk,  as  their  duty  would  be  mainly  vedette.  Your  water  commu- 
nications and  system  of  signals,  it  was  hoped,  would  enable  you  to 
lighten  that  service.  It  is  au  expensive  force,  difficult  in  that  region  to 
forage,  and  should  not  be  increased  beyond  the  actual  necessities  of  the 
service.  Should  another  company,  however,  be  indispensable,  you  are 
authorized  to  call  it  out.  It  may  be  proper  for  you  to  keep  in  mind  that 
there  are  no  cavalry  arms  here  for  issue ;  so,  unless  it  be  already  pro- 
vided with  arms,  it  cannot  be  equipped. 
I  am,  &c, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
Major- Genera I,  Commanding. 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Montgomery,  May  14,  1861. 

Gov.  John  B.  Floyd,  Abingdon,  Va. : 

Can  you  get  in  a  brigade  of  your  mountain  riflemen  with  their  own 
tried  weapons  f   Proceed  as  far  as  you  can.   Answer  by  telegraph. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Abingdon,  May  14,  1861. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis  : 
I  can  raise  the  brigade,  and  will  begin  instantly. 

J.  B.  FLOYD. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Ya.,  May  14, 1861. 

Lieut  Col.  B.  S.  Ewell,  Commanding,  &c,  Williamsburg,  Va.  : 

Colonel  :  I  have  heard  that  two  hundred  mules  were  landed  at  Old 
Point  on  Saturday,  the  11th  instant,  and  some  horses  previously.  I 
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should  be  glad  if  you  could  ascertain  from  auy  of  our  friends  about 
Hampton  the  truth  of  this  report,  and  also  make  arrangements  with 


reliable  person  in  Hampton  to  keep  you  advised  of  what  is  going 
on  in  the  neighborhood  of  Hampton,  and  also  at  Old  Point.  Should  von 
deem  any  of  it  of  sufficient  importance,  I  request  to  be  informed  of  it. 

I  hope  you  will  call  out  all  the  volunteers  from  the  counties  within 
your  jurisdiction,  give  them  the  necessary  orders  as  to  their  duties,  and 
urge  forward  their  instruction  and  equipment  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  will  send  to  York  town,  via  West  Point,  on  the  16th  instant,  three 
companies  of  infantry  and  one  of  artillery,  to  protect  the  battery  to  be 
erected  at  that  place.  It  is  desired  that  you  place  yourself  in  commu- 
nication with  the  officer  commanding,  and  give  him  all  the  advice 
facilities  in  your  power. 

Very  respectfully,  &c,  uu 

Iv.  E.  LEE, 
Major  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  TV/.,  May  14, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  Gwynn,  Commanding,  &c.,  Norfolk,  Va. : 

General  :  I  have  understood  that  two  hundred  mules  were  landed 
at  Old  Point  Comfort  on  Saturday  last,  and  some  horses  previously, 
with  baggage  wagons.  I  desire  you,  if  you  can,  to  ascertain  the  truth 
of  this  report,  and  whether  any  preparations  are  there  being  made  for 
movements  on  land.  I  hope  you  are  urging  forward  as  fast  as  possible 
your  land  defenses,  securing  a  sufficient  quantity  of  ammunition  for  all 
your  arms,  small  as  well  as  large,  both  for  immediate  action  and  for  a 
protracted  defense,  and  making  every  other  needful  arrangement  in 
case  of  an  attack.  Your  field  batteries  should  be  provided  with  horses 
and  a  full  equipment  for  field  service,  and  the  men  thoroughly  in- 
structed. The  authority  requested  in  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant, 
to  call  a  cavalry  company  into  service,  in  addition  to  the  four  now  on 
if  you  deem  it  necessary,  is  granted. 
Very  respectfully,  &c, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
Major  General,  Commanding. 


Norfolk,  Va.,  May  14, 1861, 

Col.  R.  8.  Garnett,  Adjutant- General  Virginia  Forces  : 

The  force  under  my  command  is  about  six  thousand.  Four  thousand 
more  are  needed,  and  .should  be  ordered  here  as  soon  as  possible.  No 
response  as  yet  has  been  made  to  the  call  of  the  governor  or  myself. 
The  troops  ordered  here  should  come  well  armed  and  equipped,  and 
with  camp  equipage  for  the  Virginia  and  foreign  troops  now  here,  and 
for  troops  which  have  been  called  into  service  from  Virginia,  as  well  as 
for  deficiencies  in  the  camp  equipage  of  foreign  troops  which  may  be 
ordered  here.  There  are  required  two  hundred  wall  tents  and  four 
hundred  common  tents. 

WALTER  GWYNN. 
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HEADQUARTERS  VlBOINIA  FORCES, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  14, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  Gwynn,  Commanding,  &c.,  Norfolk,  Va,  : 

General  :  Your  telegram  of  the  14th  instant  has  been  received.  On 
the  3d  of  May  I  was  gratified  at  receiving  your  report,  stating  your 
confidence  in  holding  the  navy  yard  with  five  thousand  troops.  I  made 
arrangements  to  provide  you  with  six  thousand,  and  hoped,  by  the  call 
for  additional  volunteers,  under  the  proclamation  of  the  governor  of 
the  3d  instant,  that  this  number  would  be  increased  to  a  larger  amount. 
I  have  no  more  available  troops  at  this  time  to  send  you,  but  it  is  hoped 
that,  with  the  troops  you  have  and  additional  volunteers  you  will  re- 
ceive, you  will  be  able  to  maintain  your  position,  to  accomplish  which 
you  must  organize  your  troops  and  advance  their  instruction  as  speedily 
as  possible.  There  are  no  tents  here  for  distribution. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

B.  £.  LEE, 
General)  I w* ti % tx (j • 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  14,  1861. 

Col.  T.  J.  Jaokson,  Commanding,  &c,  Harper  s  Ferry,  Va.  t 

Colonel  :  I  am  very  much  concerned  at  the  condition  of  things  and 
the  failure  to  procure  volunteers  for  the  service  of  the  State  iu  the 
country  west  of  you.  One  thousand  stand  of  arms  and  some  ammuni- 
tion will  be  sent  to-morrow,  under  the  charge  of  a  troop  of  cavalry,  from 
Staunton  to  Beverly,  Randolph  County,  for  the  use  of  Colonel  Porter- 
field.  This  troop  is  to  collect  together  volunteers  from  the  well-affected 
portions  of  the  country  through  which  it  passes.  If  your  condition  is 
such  as  to  allow  it,  I  would  like  you  to  send  some  aid  to  Colonel  Porter- 
field  ;  but  I  am  unwilling  for  you  to  send  a  man,  if  by  so  doing  you 
endanger  yourself  in  the  least.  Re-enforcements  are  being  sent  to  you. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

R.  E.  LEE, 

JBI  #  wvt     \y  V  www  www\&  WW »*  *'"^/  • 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  14, 1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  K.  Smith, 

Commanding  Confederate  States  Troops,  Lynchburg,  Va.  s 
Colonel:  The  commanding  general  instructs  me  to  say  to  you  that 
if  there  are  any  regiments  of  Confederate  States  troops  now  under  your 
command  in  Lynchburg  which  are  ready  to  take  the  field,  he  desires 
you  to  send  them  to  this  city,  where  they  will  find  provision  already 
prepared  for  them  by  Maj.  W.  L.  Cabell,  of  the  Quartermaster's  De- 
partment, C.  S.  Army.  If  you  have  none  fit  for  immediate  service,  you 
are  instructed  to  forward  them  from  time  to  time,  by  battalions  or 
regiments,  under  their  proper  field  officers,  as  soon  as  you  can  prepare 
them  for  such  service,  but  not  to  exceed  in  all  three  regiments.  Ho 
requests  to  be  duly  notified  as  often  as  you  send  them  forward. 

I  am,  &c, 

R.  S.  GARNETT, 

A  djutant-  General 
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Headquarters  Potomac  Department, 

Culpeper  Court-House,  Va.,  May  14, 1861. 

Col.  R.  S.  GABNETT,  Adjutant- General: 

Sir:  I  report,  for  the  information  of  the  General-in-Chief,  that  I 
returned  to  this  place  on  Sunday  morning,  the  12th  instant,  from 
Manassas  Junction,  where  I  had  gone  to  examinee  the  position  and  the 
country  around,  and  to  make  arrangements  for  gathering  a  force  there 
for  the  defense  of  the  place.  My  observations  of  the  country  were 
mainly  directed  towards  the  Potomac,  on  the  right  flank,  and  I  find  the 
head  of  tide,  at  Occoquan,  approached  within  eighteen  miles  of  Manas- 
sas. Mr.  John  Grant,  my  acting  engineer  and  topographical  draughtsman, 
was  sent  forward  with  a  guide,  to  examine  the  roads  towards  Occoquan, 
while  I  myself  rode  over  the  most  direct  road,  to  a  point  where  it  crosses 
the  Occoquan  River,  seven  or  eight  miles  to  the  right  of  Manassas 
Junction.  Mr.  Grant  subsequently  pursued  this  latter  road  to  the  vil- 
lage or  landing  of  Occoquan,  the  head  of  tide,  and  I  can  report  that  the 
country  upon  these  routes,  covering  the  right  flank  of  the  position  at 
Manassas  Junction,  is  quite  favorable  for  defensive  operations,  the  same 
being  broken  or  undulating,  covered  with  dense  forests  of  second-growth 
pines  or  of  original  oak,  except  here,  and  small  fields  or  farms,  the  roads 
very  narrow  (mere  ditches),  and  everywhere  such  as  to  render  artillery 
and  cavalry  of  our  enemy  on  the  march  of  little  use  to  him,  while  the 
cover  of  forests,  hills,  and  ravines  make  a  fortress  for  brave  men  and 
riflemen  in  which  to  carry  on  the  destructive  guerrilla  warfare  upon 
any  marching  columns  from  that  side.  Nevertheless  the  proximity  of 
the  Potomac  River,  on  that  side,  from  Manassas  Junction  to  Alexandria, 
will  ever  require  extreme  vigilance  and  precaution  to  cover  the  right  of 
that  line  from  flank  attack  at  other  points,  where  the  ways  may  be 
more  open  and  inviting. 

The  force  that  I  have  been  enabled  to  assemble  thus  far  at  Manassas 
Junction  consists  of  a  detachment  of  artillery,  under  Capt.  D.  Kemper, 
with  two  6-pounders;  Capt  W.  H.  Payne's  company,  numbering  76  men; 
Capt.  J.  S.  Green's  company,  numbering  57  men;  Captain  Hamilton's 
company,  numbering  about  60,  and  two  Irish  companies,  numbering, 
respectively,  64  and  58,  and  Colonel  Garland's  force,  arrived  Sunday, 
consisting  of  490  men.  Altogether,  about  830  men.  Also  Captain 
Marrt  company,  88  Warrenton  Riflemen.  Total,  918.  The  Powhatan 
Troop,  under  Captain  Lay,  has  been  ordered  back  here,  and  will  arrive 
to-day. 

Should  Colonel  Terrett  make  Manassas  his  headquarters,  he  will 
doubtless  go  on  to  strengthen  it  with  forces  to  be  gathered  within 
the  large  and  populous  district  assigned  to  his  immediate  command.  I 
have  advised  Colonel  Terrett,  through  a  letter  yesterday,  addressed  to 
him,  not  to  leave  Alexandria  himself  until  he  shall  be  well  satisfied 
that  his  next  in  command  there  will  be  a  man  of  cool,  firm,  and  other- 
wise able  character,  to  hold  that  important  outpost  so  long  as  it  be 
possible  for  brave  men  to  hold  it. 

The  General-in  Chief  may  be  assured  that  I  will  make  all  practicable 
efforts  to  bring  about  the  speedy  assembling,  mustering  into  service, 
organizing,  drilling,  and  disciplining  of  the  volunteers  on  my  whole  line, 
and  to  draw  from  this  source  as  rapidly  as  possible,  to  strengthen  the 
main  positions  on  this  line— a  line  which  even  now  remains  almost 
wholly  open  to  the  enemy,  should  he  decide  to  march  with  any  force 
upon  it  Indeed,  it  would  seem  highly  expedient,  in  view,  of  the  now 
openly  acknowledged  and  accepted  state  of  war  on  the  part  of  the 
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Confederate  Congress,  that  this  line,  hitherto  left  wholly  to  its  own 
feeble  resources,  and  directly  in  front,  as  it  is,  of  the  enemy's  massed 
force  at  Washington,  should  immediately  be  put  in  an  adequate  attitude 
of  defense  by  such  exterior  aid  or  re-enforcements  of  Southern  troops  as 
have  been  heretofore  withheld  from  this  line,  while  they  have  been 
concentrated  at  Richmond,  Norfolk,  and  Harper's  Ferry,  leaving  abso- 
lutely at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy  the  town  of  Alexandria,  the  gallant 
little  band  which  now  holds  that  post,  and  the  whole  system  of  railroads 
which,  debouching  from  Alexandria,  penetrates  this  noble  country  to 
its  very  heart,  connected  with  the  valley  and  strategically  with  Har- 
per's Ferry,  and  thus  laying  bare  the  very  vitals  of  the  State  to  a  deadly 
attack  or  to  a  stunning  blow.  Verbum  sap.  The  hour  for  closing  the 
mail  is  at  hand,  and  the  General-in-Chief  will  pardon  the  imposition  of 
this.  Germane  subjects  will  be  pursued  in  the  next  following  dispatch. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  k   ^  PHILIP^ST.^EO.  COCKE, 


Headquarters  Potomac  Department, 

Culpeper  Court-House,  Va.,  May  14,  1861. 

Col.  R.  8.  Garnett,  Adjutant  General : 

Sir  :  I  communicate  herewith  a  paper  for  the  information  of  the  Gen- 
era: in-Chief,  which  may  have  a  significance  of  some  interest  just  at 
this  juncture.  I  would  also  communicate  to  the  general  that  I  was  yes- 
terday informed  by  Major  Brent,  Virginia  volunteers,  and  direct  from 
Alexandria,  that  the  enemy  is  prolonging  himself  along  the  canal,  and 
has  already  reached  Mouocacy  with  his  advauced  post;  which  point  is 
at  the  junction  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  with  the  canal,  so 
that  already  Colonel  Jackson's  vedettes  may  be  in  sight  of  the  enemy. 
Some  of  my  cavalry  being  without  pistols,  I  would  be  glad  if  they  could 
be  provided  with  lances. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

PHILIP  ST.  GEO.  COCKE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Potomac  Department. 

flnclorare.1 

Washington  Home  Guard  of  Cavalry, 

May  13,  1801. 

Lientenant-Colone)  Terrett, 

My  vedettes  of  Saturday  and  Sunday  reported  "that,  while  upon 
their  station,  near  the  Aqueduct,  at  Georgetown,  at  noon  of  each  day, 
they  were  fired  upon  from  Georgetown,  the  balls  striking  the  trees  near 
them,  forcing  them  to  change  their  jwsition,  when  the  firing  was  re- 
peated upon  their  new  position."  To-day,  with  five  men,  selected  and 
well  armed,  I  proceeded  upon  the  tow-path,  on  the  Aqueduct,  to  the 
middle,  when  I  summoned  the  corporal  of  the  U.  S.  guard,  and  de- 
manded an  explanation  of  the  firing.  He  stated  that  it  was  not  from 
his  men.  His  orders  were  to  stop  supplies,  suspicious  persons,  and  to 
act  upon  the  defensive.  I  then  sent  a  messenger  to  the  mayor  of  George- 
town, demanding  an  explanation  of  him.  Received  in  reply,  through 
superintendent  of  police,  that  the  corporate  authorities  would  punish 
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the  offenders  if  found  out ;  that  my  complaint  had  been  brought  before 
the  military  commaudant,  aud  that  all  ball-cartridges  would  be  taken 
from  the  troops  quartered  in  Georgetown.  The  mayor  offered  me  an 
escort  and  protection  if  I  would  visit  Georgetown  for  more  explicit 
explanation,  but  I  considered  that  received  as  sufficient 
Submitted  by 

B.  B.  POWELL, 

Captain. 

Aquia  Creek  Landing,  Va., 

May  14,  1861—7.10  a.  m. 

R.  S.  Garnett,  Adjutant- General  Virginia  Forces  : 

Sir:  The  steamer  Mount  Vernon  is  within  three  hundred  yards  of  the 
batteries.   Steamer  Pocahontas  is  within  two  miles.   Please  send  re- 

GEO.  H.  PEYTON, 
Lieutenant,  in  Command. 


Grafton,  Va.,  May  14,  1861. 

Col.  E.  S.  Garnett, 

Adjutant- General  Virginia  Forces,  Richmond: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with  orders 
of  the  4th  instant,  which  failed  to  reach  me  in  time  for  earlier  action,  I 
arrived  at  Grafton  at  an  early  hour  this  morning.  The  officers  directed 
to  report  to  me  are  not  present ;  nor  is  there  any  volunteer  or  other 
force  here.  I  will  at  once  proceed  to  ascertain  the  whereabouts  of  Major 
GoflPs  command,  which  I  hope  to  find  soon,  and  will  then  endeavor  to 
unite  with  one  or  more  companies,  with  which  1  will  return  and  take 
position  in  or  near  this  place.  On  acconut  of  the  sparseuess  of  the 
population  here,  it  will  be  difficult  to  get  the  various  companies  to  act 
in  concert 

After  my  return  I  would  desire  as  soon  as  possible  to  be  re-enforced 
by  a  detachment  of  not  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  and  a  few 
pieces  of  artillery,  if  they  can  be  spared  from  the  command  at  Harper's 
Ferry. 

The  loyal  citizens  of  this  section  much  need  and  should  have  all  the 
protection  the  State  can  give  them.  ' 

There  is  great  disaffection  in  this  and  the  adjoining  counties,  and  op- 
position to  the  lawful  action  of  the  State  authorities  is  certainly  contem- 
plated. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  A.  PORTERFIELD, 
Colonel,  Virginia  Volunteers. 

P.  S.— Please  direct  my  letters  to  Fetterman,  one  mile  distant  from 
Grafton,  and  the  only  post-office  in  this  county  to  which  letters  can  be 
sent  with  safety. 

G.  A.  P. 


.Headquarters  Gloucester  Podnt,  May  14, 1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  R.  S.  Garnett,  Adjutant- General: 

Colonel:  •  •  •  I  wish  to  obtain  information  from  headquarters 
as  to  the  character  and  extent  of  my  authority  under  the  law  of  Vir- 
ginia as  commanding  officer  at  this  post. 
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There  are  at  this  place  three  tenements,  owned  and  inhabited  by  citi- 
zens: these  houses  are  necessary  for  the  accommodation  of  the  sick  and 
for  depots  for  quartermaster's  and  commissary  stores.  These  citizens 
refuse  to  leave  them  or  to  rent  them  to  the  government  for  any  reason- 
able sum. 

I  have  no  hospital  yet  established,  and  there  is  no  means  of  provid- 
ing other  hospital  accommodations  than  those  afforded  by  huts,  and  it 
is  essential  to  have  a  ventilated  building  for  this  purpose,  and  it  is  im- 

rirtant  to  have  control  of  all  the  tenements  within  the  limit  of  our  lines, 
believe  an  exorbitant  rent  would  be  charged,  and  perhaps  a  spirit  of 
resistance  to  military  interference  would  prevent  the  possibility  of  rent- 
ing at  any  price. 
I  ask  instructions  as  to  the  powers  I  possess  under  the  law. 
An  armed  vessel  of  the  United  States  steamed  into  York  River  yes- 
terday, and  approached  within  some  three  miles  of  our  works.   She  did 
not,  however,  venture  to  approach  nearer,  but  seemed  to  be  engaged  in 
sounding  the  channel  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  No  boats  were  sent 
out. from  her  and  no  attempt  made  to  land  troops;  other  steamers  of 
the  enemy  have  been  observed  in  Mobjack  Bay  and  just  without  the 
mouth  of  York  River. 

Our  water  battery  is  now  armed  with  three  9-inch  guns,  and  the  men 
have  been  constantly  instructed  in  the  working  of  the  guns  by  Oapt.  T. 
J.  Page,  of  the  Navy. 

Should  the  enemy  land  in  forjce  on  this  side  of  York  River,  either  on 
the  York  or  the  waters  of  Severn,  it  would  be  necessary  to  resist  them 
with  a  much  larger  force  of  infantry  than  that  now  at  this  post 

There  are  but  two  infantry  companies  here,  and  the  light  batteries 
are  without  horses. 

For  so  small  a  command  as  there  now  is  here,  and  I  see  no  probability 
of  its  being  increased  materially  for  some  time,  I  beg  to  suggest  the 
necessity  of  fortifying  the  land  approaches  in  our  rear,  and  I  ask  that, 
should  it  meet  the  approbation  of  the  general  commanding  in  chief,  a 
military  engineer  be  ordered  here  to  plan  and  lay  out  the  works. 

I  have  found  it  entirely  impossible,  from  the  absence  of  all  accommo- 
dations for  the  troops  and  from  the  constant  detail  of  almost  the  entire 
strength  every  day  for  work  in  landing  and  placing  in  position  the 
heavy  guns,  to  effect  a  proper  organization,  or  to  devote  much  time  to 
drill  or  instructions.  * 

No  blank  forms  have  as  yet  been  received,  and  I  ask  that  you  will 
forward  them.   I  have  no  blank  requisitions,  and  suppose  it  is  unneces- 
to  forward  a  requisition.   I  will  send  receipt  if  necessary. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

W.  B.  TALIAFERRO, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Pott. 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Montgomery,  May  15, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Jos.  E.  Johnston,  0.  S.  A.,  Montgomery,  Ala.: 

Sir  :  Having  been  appointed  a  brigadier-general  in  the  Army  of  the 
Confederate  States,  you  have  been  assigned  by  the  War  Department 
to  the  command  of  the  troops  near  Harper's  Ferry.  In  proceeding  to 
that  point  the  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  take  Lynchburg  in 
your  route,  and  make  arrangements  there  for  sending  forward  to  Har- 
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par's  Ferry  such  fore©  as  you  may  deem  necessary  to  strengthen  your 
command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Headquarters  ViRGmiA  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  15, 1861. 

Col.  P.  St.  George  Cocke, 

ot>ra?/ltt7ittin<7,  etc.,  KjUipeper  vouri-noiise^  va,: 

Colonel  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  and  am 
gratified  at  your  arrangements  for  the  defense  of  Manassas  Junction, 
and  the  favorable  account  you  give  of  the  country  towards  the  Potomac 
for  defensive  operations.  I  hope,  by  a  judicious  use  of  its  natural  ob- 
stacles, that  the  march  of  a  hostile  column  will  be  much  embarrassed. 
I  have  to  request  that  yon  will  endeavor  to  fill  up  Colonel  Garland's 
and  Colonel  Preston's  regiments  from  the  companies  that  will  report  to 
you,  as  desired  in  my  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  and  as  soon  as  you  are 
able  to  form  other  regiments  that  you  will  send  such  re-enforcements  to 
Manassas  Junction  as  in  your  judgment  may  be  necessary  or  as  may 
be  requested  by  Colonel  Terrett.  Please  direct  the  troops  you  may 
send  to  the  Junction  to  report  to  Colonel  Garland,  and  place  them  under 
Colonel  Terrett's  orders.  I  beg  leave  also  to  request  that  you  will  give 
to  Colonel  Terrett  the  benefit  of  your  information  and  advice  respect- 
ing the  troops  and  country  in  which  he  is  operating.  It  is  desired  to 
strengthen  that  whole  line  as  rapidly  as  the  organization  of  troops  will 
admit,  to  resist  any  attack  from  the  forces  at  Washington.  Hitherto 
it  was  impossible  to  concentrate  an  adequate  force  for  the  defense  of 
Alexandria,  an  abortive  attempt  at  which  would,  in  my  opinion,  have 
had  no  other  effect  than  to  hazard  the  destruction  of  the  city.  The  posts 
at  Norfolk  and  Harper's  Ferry,  which  seemed  to  be  first  threatened, 
being  in  some  measure  fortified,  our  resources  can  now  be  applied  to 
your  line  of  operations.  Should  an  advance  be  made  on  Colonel  Ter- 
rett, or  an  intention  be  manifested  to  seize  the  Manassas  Junction,  you 
are  desired  to  sustain  Colonel  Terrett  with  your  whole  force. 
Respectfully,  &c, 

li.  E.  LEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  15, 1861. 

Col.  George  H.  Terrett,  Alexandria,  Va.  : 

Colonel:  I  have  requested  Colonel  Cocke  to  fill  up  Colonel  Gar- 
land's regiment,  stationed  at  Manassas  Junction,  from  companies  called 
by  him  into  the  service  of  the  State,  and,  as  soon  as  he  can  organize 
other  regiments,  to  send  such  re-enforcements  to  that  point  as  he  may 
deem  necessary  or  you  require.  It  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  give 
particular  attention  to  the  defense  of  that  point,  and  to  organize  your 
force  in  front  of  it,  to  oppose,  as  far  as  jour  means  will  allow,  any  ad- 
vance into  the  country  from  Washington,  it  is  not  expected  possible, 
mth  the  troops  at  present  under  your  command,  that  you  will  be  able 
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to  resist  successfully  any  attempt  to  occupy  Alexandria,  but  you  may 
prevent  the  extension  of  marauders  into  the  country  and  the  advance 
of  troops  on  the  railroad.  Should  you  discover  an  intention  to  seize  the 
Manassas  Junction,  you  will  notify  Colonel  Cocke,  who  will  advance  to 
sustain  you,  and  you  will,  with  his  and  your  whole  force,  oppose  it.  It 
will  be  necessary  to  watch  the  approaches  on  your  right  from  the  Poto- 
mac, as  the  distance  from  Occoquan,  which  point  may  be  reached  in 
boats,  is  not  more  than  eighteen  or  twenty  miles  from  Manassas  Junc- 
tion. You  are  again  requested  to  urge  forward  the  organization  and 
equipment  of  your  troops,  and  to  see  that  your  officers  labor  diligently 
at  the  instruction  and  discipline,  and  be  prepared  to  take  the  field  at 
any  moment 

Respectfully,  &c, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  )        Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

No.  17.  f  Richmond,  Fa.,  May  15, 1861. 

The  following  order  from  the  governor  and  council  (having  been  com- 
municated to  the  commanding  general  of  the  Virginia  forces,  with  his 
excellency's  instructions  to  carry  it  into  effect)  is  published  for  the  in- 
formation  and  guidance  of  the  Virginia  troops,  viz: 

In  Council,  May  15,  1861. 

In  order  to  secure  a  full  and  fair  expression  from  tho  voters  of  the  State  as  to  tho 
ordinance  of  secession,  the  council  unanimously  advise  that  polls  be  opened  at  the 
various  places  of  encampment,  according  to  tho  terms  of  the  seventh  section  of  the 
schedule  accompanying  the  ordinance  of  secession,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  upon  said 
ordinance  the  votes  of  the  qualified  voters  of  the  State  who  are  in  the  military  service ; 
said  votes  to  be  held  over,  and,  in  case  the  military  exigencies  of  the  service  of  the 
State  on  the  fourth  Thursday  m  this  month  (the  day  appointed  in  the  schedule  for 
taking  the  vote  throughout  the  State)  be  such  as  to  make  a  vote  by  the  army  and 
navy,  or  any  portion  thereof,  impracticable  on  that  day,  to  be  returned  to  the  Conven- 
tion for  its  action :  Provided,  however,  That  the  vote  herein  recommended  shall  not 
supersede  the  vote  on  the  fourth  Thursday  in  the  month  (where  it  may  be  practicable 
to  have  it  taken  on  that  day),  the  vote  herein  advised  being  precautionary.  It  is 
further  advised  that  orders  be  at  once  issued  to  the  commanding  officers  at  the  afore- 
said encampments  to  have  tho  polls  opened  and  tho  vote  taken  as  soon  after  the 
receipt  of  tne  order  as  practicable. 

From  the  minutes ! 

P.  F.  HOWARD, 


All  officers  commanding  troops  from  the  State  of  Virginia  will  accord- 
ingly take  measures,  upon  the  receipt  of  this  order,  to  take  the  vote  of 
such  troops,  in  conformity  with  the  terms  of  the  seventh  section  of  the 
schedule  accompanying  the  ordinance  of  secession. 

By  order  of  Major  General  Lee: 

R.  S.  GARNETT, 

Adjutant  General 


Headquarters  Potomac  Department, 

Culpeper  Court  House,  Fa.,  May  15, 1861. 

General  R.  E.  Lee,  Commander-in-  Chief: 

Sir  :  I.  In  my  dispatch,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  on  yesterday, 
I  addressed  myself  to  the  consideration  of  the  great  importance  of  this 
my  central  line  of  operations  through  Oulpeper,  Manassas,  Alexandria, 
&c.   I  endeavored  to  impress  upon  the  mind  of  the  General-in-Chief 
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the  exceedingly  feeble  means  of  defense  as  yet  gathered  upon  this  line, 
notwithstanding  the  exertions  that  have  been  and  that  are  being  made. 
I  showed  how  easy  it  would  be  to  take  Alexandria  in  reverse,  thus  to 
paralyze  and  capture  the  little  force  there,  to  advance  upon  Manassas, 
where  there  are  at  present  scarcely  a  thousand  men,  seize  the  whole 
section  of  railroad,  and  thus  be  able  to  pour  their  masses  like  an  ava- 
lanche over  this  fine  region,  and  by  using  the  Manassas  Gap  Road  to 
turn  the  positions  of  Harper's  Ferry  and  Winchester,  take  them  in 
rear,  and  isolate  them  effectually.  In  order  to  prevent  results  so  disas- 
trous, the  General  in  Chief  will  pardon  me  if  I  urge  upon  his  considera- 
tion what  I  conceive  to  be  the  groat  importance  or  immediately  massing 
troops,  first  at  Mauassas  and  next  at  Winchester,  in  support  of  Harper's 
Ferry.  If  at  this  moment  we  had  eight  or  ten  thousand  well-appointed 
men  of  all  arms  at  those  points,  respectively,  they  would  not  be  too 
many  to  enable  us  to  play  au  equal  game  with  the  enemy,  who  at  this 
moment  doubtless  has  forty  thousand  men  in  and  about  Washington 
and  from  fifteen  to  twenty  thousand  at  Harrisburg  and  Carlisle:  all  to 
be  concentrated  upon  Harper's  Ferry  or  to  be  precipitated  along  this  line 
whenever  he  shall  decide  to  commence  invasion.  It  is  obvious,8ir,  with 
a  strong  corps  Wurmfc  at  Manassas,  and  at  least  a  division  at  Winches- 
ter, these  two  bodies  being  connected  by  a  continuous  railway  through 
Manassas  Gap,  there  should  be  kept  all  times  upon  that  road  ample 
means  of  transportation.  These  two  columns — one  at  Manassas  and 
one  at  Winchester— could  readily  oo-operate  and  concentrate  upon  the 
one  point  or  the  other,  either  to  make  head  against  the  enemy's  columns, 
advancing  down  the  valley,  should  he  force  Harper's  Ferry,  or,  in  case 
we  repulse  him  at  Harper's  Ferry,  the  Winchester  supporting  column 
could  throw  itself  on  this  side  of  the  mountains,  to  co-operate  with  the 
column  at  Manassas  and  all  that  can  come  up  in  the  rear  of  this  line,  to 
hurl  back  the  invader,  should  he  attempt  to  march  beyond  the  Potomac 
upon  Virginia's  soil. 

II.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  officers  recently  appointed 
and  assigned  to  the  work  of  enlisting  and  mustering  into  the  service 
volunteers  in  the  geographical  bounds  of  this  central  line  of  the  Poto- 
mac Department,  are  exerting  themselves  with  great  zeal  and  energy, 
and  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  they  will  raise  and  send  forward 
a  large  portion,  if  not  all,  of  the  ten  regiments  of  infantry,  two  of  cav- 
alry, and  one  of  artillery  I  was  authorized  to  raise  within  these  limits. 
In  the  mean  time  it  may  be  well  for  the  General-in-Chief  to  consider 
what  other  means,  more  immediately  available,  he  can  throw  upon  this 
line,  to  provide  against  a  possible  early  invasion  of  our  Potomac  border. 
I  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

PHILIP  ST.  GEO.  COCKE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Potomac  Department 


Staunton,  May  15, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  E.  Lee  : 

Sir  :  I  reached  here  this  afternoon  in  charge  of  three  hundred  troops 
from  Monroe,  Greenbrier,  and  Alleghany,  forming  two  infantry  and  two 
rifle  companies.  Three  of  the  companies  are  entirely  without  arms,  and 
the  other,  an  infantry  company,  has  only  some  fifty-five  flint-lock  muskets, 
in  bad  order.  The  companies  are  not  yet  fully  uniformed  and  I  will 
have  to  detain  them  here  for  three  or  four  days  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
pleting their  equipment,  which  is  to  be  done  at  the  expense  of  their 
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respective  counties.  In  the  mean  time  I  shall  be  glad  to  know  if  I  must 
send  on  to  Harper's  Ferry  those  companies  which  are  entirely  unarmed. 
Three  of  the  companies  are  raw  and  uudisciplined,  although  the  material 
of  which  they  are  composed  is  very  fine. 

I  am.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  ECHOLS, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  of  Volunteers. 


Quartermaster's  Office,  Virginia  Forces, 

Staunton,  May  15, 1861. 

His  Excellency  John  Letcher,  Governor  of  Virginia: 

Dear  Sir  :  By  direction  of  Major-General  Lee,  I  will  start  to  day  the 
arms,  &c.,  intended  for  the  Northwest,  under  escort  of  Oapt  F.  F. 
Sterrettfs  company  of  cavalry.  I  have  also,  in  furtherance  of  the  plan 
concurred  in  by  Col.F.  H.  Smith,  ordered  Oapt.  Felix  H.  Hull,  who  is  now 
here,  to  proceed  at  once  to  Highland  and  gather  two  hundred  men, 
including  his  company,  to  accompany  Captain  Sterrett's  command.  I 
have  further  issued  the  following  orders:  to  Captain  Moorman,  of  Pen- 
dleton, to  repair  at  once  to  Monterey  with  two  hundred  men,  if  possible, 
including  his  company:  to  Captains  Stover  and  McNeil,  of  Pocahontas, 
to  repair  to  Huttonsville,  each  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  if  possi- 
ble, including  his  company ;  they  Severally  to  unite  their  commands 
with  Captain  Sterrett's  and  proceed  to  Beverly.  I  have  ordered  Colonel 
Goff,  of  the  last-named  place,  to  collect  the  volunteer  forces  of  Bandolph 
and  such  other  force,  of  men  as  he  can  gather,  and  I  have  directed  each 
and  all  of  these  officers  to  bring  with  them  such  supply  of  arms  and 
ammunition  as  they  could  without  delay  procure.  I  now  respectfully 
invite  you  to  issue  at  once  to  Colonel  Goff,  or  such  other  person  as  may 
seem  good  to  you,  such  orders  and  directions,  with  regard  to  this  expe- 
dition in  aid  of  the  Northwest,  as  may  appear  expedient  My  aim  is 
that  it  shall  reach  its  destination  (Grafton,  if  thought  proper)  at  least 
by  the  day  of  election :  at  this  last  point  it  will  be  in  communication 
by  rail  with  Harper's  Ferry  and  may  from  thence  be  re-enforced  or  vice 
versa. 

I  shall  also  send  with  the  expedition  at  least  a  wagon  load  of  bacon, 
to  avoid  a  possibility  of  a  want  of  provisions. 

Hoping  that  my  action  in  this  matter  may  meet  with  your  approval, 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  G.  HARMAN. 

*1 


General  Headquarters,  May  15, 1861. 

Referred  to  General  Lee  for  his  information  and  such  action  as  he 
may  direct 
By  order: 

S.  BASSETT  FRENCH,  A.  D.  C. 


Winchester,  Va,  May  15, 1861. 
General  Robert  E.  Lee,  HtcJimond,  Va,: 

Dear  Sir:  I  returned  yesterday  from  Harper's  Ferry,  where  I  spent 
two  days,  as  a  deeply  interested,  however  unskilled,  observer  of  mili- 
tary affairs  in  this  quarter.   I  am  glad  to  say,  so  far  as  I  could  tell, 
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that  things  appeared  to  be  fast  assuming  the  aspect  of  good  military 
organization,  and  officers  and  men  cheerful  and  buoyant.  I  spent  the 
evening  and  night  at  Colonel  Jackson's  headquarters,  and  even  my 
limited  observation  there  confirmed  the  general  tone  of  all  around  him, 
that  all  were  in  good  hands  under  his  command.  Ton  will  doubtless 
have  better  sources  of  information  than  could  be  opened  to  a  wayfarer, 
but  the  immediate  and  daily  intercourse  between  Harper's  Ferry  ana 
Baltimore,  although  the  pregnant  source  of  countless  rumors,  yet  there 
are  occasional  items  of  intelligence  which,  when  put  together,  may  not 
be  unworthy  of  consideration;  and  although  you  are  doubtless  kept 
fully  advised  by  Colonel  Jackson,  yet  I  venture  to  throw  in  my  mite. 

The  Federal  troops  being  now  in  full  possession  of  Baltimore,  with 
the  railroads  leading  to  it,  north  and  east,  from  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
spirit  of  resistance  in  Maryland  overpowered,  for  the  time  at  least,  it  is 
considered  that  the  Federal  Army  will  be  gradually  extended,  and  in 
force,  westward  along  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad.  It  has  been 
said  in  the  papers,  I  know  not  whether  on  authority,  that  Governor 
Letcher  has  some  scruple  or  doubt  about  occupying  the  mountain 
heights  in  Maryland  opposite  to  Harper's  Ferry.  Of  course  I  did  not 
inquire  of  Colonel  Jackson,  nor  do  I  know,  what  counsels  prevail  on 
this  point.  I  learned  at  the  Ferry,  in  general  conversation,  that  some 
four  or  five  hundred  Virginia  troops  occupied  those  heights,  and  it  was 
said  that  preparation  was  making  to  fortify  or  intrench  them.  That 
whichever  power  holds  those  heights  commands  the  town  of  Harper's 
Ferry  none  can  doubt;  and  there  is  as  little  doubt  that  a  small  body 
intrenched  and  fortified  there,  well  and  appropriately  armed,  could  hold 
it  against  a  far  superior  force.  All  this,  however,  is  better  known  to  you 
than  to  me.  I  want  to  speak  only  of  our  right  to  fortify  and  hold  those 
heights,  whether  Maryland  protest  or  no,  putting  aside  the  law  of 
necessity  and  its  sanctions.  If  Maryland  were  suo  jure,  and  a  friendly 
contiguous  power,  the  occupation  of  her  territory  by  forces  hostile  and 
menacing  to  Virginia  give  the  clear  right  in  public  law  to  Virginia  to 
occupy  her  territory  too,  so  far  as  necessary  for  self-protection ;  a  right 
not  to  be  questioned  under  existing  circumstances  by  Maryland  or  any 
other  power.  But  Maryland  is  not  *uo  jure;  she  remains  one  of  the 
United  States,  a  power  now  foreign  to  Virginia,  and  in  open  and  avowed 
hostility  to  us.  Occupying  her  territory,  therefore,  is  only  occupying  ter- 
ritory of  the  enemy;  nor  is  it  invasiou  in  the  proper  sense  of  that  term, 
because  the  occupation  is  defensive  and  precautionary  only,  and  not  for 
aggression,  and  will  cease  as  soon  as  the  enemy  withdraw  from  Maryland. 

I  have  another  suggestion  to  make,  because  of  the  disaffected  condi- 
tion of  portions  of  the  northwestern  part  of  Virginia  pervaded  by  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  a  highway  owned  and  controlled  by 
Marylanders,  who  are  now  in  complete  subjection  to  the  Federal  power. 
It  seems  important  to  me  that  a  sufficient  military  force  of  our  State 
should  be  exhibited  and  retained  along  that  road,  at  important  points 
west  of  Harper's  Ferry,  and  at  least  as  far  as  the  western  slopes  of  the 
Alleghany  Mountains;  and  as  two  such  points  I  would  indicate  Pied- 
mont, in  Hampshire  County,  and  Oral  ton,  in  Taylor  County.  The 
preservation  of  this  road,  I  should  presume,  will  be  all  important  to 
the  Federal  power,  and  of  correlative  importance  to  us  to  have  it  in  our 
power— if  unable  to  hold  it,  to  break  it  up  at  points  where  it  will  be 
impracticable  to  restore  or  repair  it  in  any  convenient  time.  The 
numerous  tunnels  through  the  mountains,  the  numerous  bridges  across 
the  rivers  and  streams,  and  especially  the  expensive  and  complicated 
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viaduct  along  the  Cheat  River,  in  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  famish 
abundant  places  for  such  irremediable  damage,  provided  we  are  in 
advance  of  the  invaders.  Nor  would  any  large  force  be  required,  pro- 
vided it  was  well  distributed  and  under  competent  commanders. 

1  pray  you  to  receive  as  my  excuse  for  these,  perhaps,  intrusive  sug- 
gestions, the  deep  and  anxious  interest  we  all  nave  in  the  great 
at  hazard  in  Virginia. 

Ve.yre^tfully,  and  truly  you™,  J.  M.  MASON. 


Headquarters, 
Fredericksburg,  Fa.,  Mag  15,  1861. 

Col.  R.  8.  Garnett,  Adjutant- General  Virginia  Forces : 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  the  inquiry  of  the  General-in-Chief  of  the  14th 
instant  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  given  the  subject  of  the 
defenses  of  the  river  counties  particular  attention,  and  that  the  follow- 
ing points  embrace  my  conclusions,  viz : 

1st.  That  those  counties  are  greatly  exposed  to  predatory  inroads, 
and  constitute  an  important  portion  of  our  line  of  defense. 

2d.  That  there  is  a  deficiency  of  .arms  and  ammunition  in  those 
counties  generally,  for  purposes  of  local  defense. 

3d.  That  the  best  method  of  supply  and  distribution  is  to  arm  such 
volunteer  companies  as  may  be  thoroughly  organized  and  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  State.  (I'lease  see  General  Orders,  No.  9,  of  the  11th 
instant,  and  copy  of  a  letter,  of  this  date,  to  a  committee  of  gentlemen 
from  Lancaster  County,  Virginia,  connected  with  this  subject.)  To  in- 
sure proper  accountability,  receipts  of  captains  of  companies  mustered 
into  service  should  l>e  taken  for  all  arms  and  accouterments. 

4th.  The  establishment  of  camps  of  instruction  at  one  point  in  each 
county,  and,  as  nearly  as  practicable,  in  exposed  districts. 

5th.  I  also  respectfully  recommend  that  the  militia  be  ordered  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  for  service,  in  their  own  defense,  at  all  times, 
while  engaged  in  their  own  avocations,  and  without  expense  to  the 
State. 

0th.  I  have  furnished  sixty  muskets,  one  thousand  ball-cartridges, 
and  one  hundred  and  twenty  flints,  on  tne  requisition  of  the  committee 
from  Lancaster  County,  for  Captain  Robinson's  company,  which  will 
soon  be  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  State. 

I  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  muster  in  two  companies  in  that  county, 
as  a  basis  on  which  the  militia  may  rally,  in  the  event  of  invasion,  as 
well  as  to  preserve  the  tranquillity  of  the  community. 

These  compauies,  and  an  equal  number  from  each  of  the  neighboring 
counties,  will  probably  be  required  to  make  up  two  regiments  of  infantry 
and  riflemen  iu  the  district  I  command,  for  the  active  service  of  the 
field. 

Should  the  plan  thus  far  pursued  (supposed  to  be  in  conformity  with 
the  commanding  general's  views)  not  correspond  with  the  existing  policy, 
I  shall  hope  to  receive  early  information,  so  as  to  adopt  an  approved  rule 
of  action. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  RUGGLES, 
Colonel,  Provisional  Army,  Commanding  Forces. 
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Engineer  Ofpice, 

Richmond,  May  15,  1861. 

General  R.  E.  Lee,  Commanding  Virginia  Forces : 

In  obedience  to  your  order  of  Saturday  evening  last,  my  attention  baa 
been  given  to  the  defense  of  this  city. 

Three  topographical  parties  are  now  in  the  field,  and  by  Thursday  I 
expect  the  examination  will  be  sufficiently  advanced  to  enable  me  to 
locate  and  lay  out  such  defensive  works  as  will  give  employment  to  all 
the  laboring  force  at  the  disposal  of  the  city  authorities. 

The  examinations  made  in  person  have  brought  me  to  the  conclusion 
that  four  or  five  strong  redoubts  on  points  to  be  selected  well  in  advance 
of  the  city  limits  will  afford  all  the  protection  required  at  this  time,  and 
be  fully  within  its  means  to  construct  and  of  the  State  to  defend  them. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  TALCOTT, 

r,<fc>. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  16,  1861. 

Col.  George  H.  Terrett, 

Provisional  Army  of  Virginia,  Comdg.,  &c,  Alexandria,  Va. : 

Colonel  :  In  reply  to  your  inquiries,  by  telegraph,  in  relation  to  per- 
sons from  Maryland  desiring  to  pass  over  the  roads,  to  offer  their  serv- 
ices to  the  State,  I  am  instructed  by  the  commanding  general  to  say 
that  you  can  offer  them  service  in  your  command  and  muster  them  in 
if  they  accept  it 

I  am,  sir,  &c, 

R.  S.  GARNETT, 

Adjutant-  General. 


Lynchburg,  Va.,  May  16,  1861. 

Col.  R.  S.  GARNETT,  Adjutant- General,  Virginia  Forces: 

Colonel  :  I  arrived  here  this  morning,  and  have  assumed  command 
of  the  Virginia  volunteers  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  State  at 
this  place.  It  was  not  possible  for  me  to  get  here  sooner,  as  1  was  com- 
pelled to  make  some  preparation  to  enable  me  to  go  into  the  service. 
I  And  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Langhorne  has  mustered  into  the  service 
two  companies  of  cavalry,  one  from  Lynchburg  and  the  other  from 
Bedford :  also,  seven  companies  of  infantry,  two  from  Lynchburg,  two 
from  Hertford ,  two  from  Botetourt,  and  one  from  Floyd.  Two  companies 
reached  here  this  evening  from  Roanoke,  and  will  be  mustered  into  the 
service  to-morrow.  The  company  of  cavalry  from  Lynchburg,  com- 
manded by  Capt.  John  S.  Langhorne,  has  sabers,  but  no  other  arms. 
The  company  of  cavalry  from  Bedford,  commanded  by  Capt.  William 
R.  Terry,  has  about  fifty  sabers,  leaving  twenty  odd  without  any  arms, 
and  those  having  sabers  have  no  other  arms.  Three  companies,  belong- 
ing to  the  Twelfth  Brigade  of  Militia,  were  reported  by  the  adjutant- 
general  of  the  militia  as  armed.  The  infantry  companies  have  no  arms 
whatever,  and  I  imagine  that  there  are  no  companies  in  the  counties 
for  which  this  plaee  is  the  rendezvous  which  are  armed.   I  know  such 
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is  the  case  in  the  Twelfth  Brigade,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Camp- 
bell, Bedford,  Franklin,  Henry,  and  Patrick.  All  the  armed  companies 
were  ordered  into  the  service  by  the  governor  some  time  since.  If, 
therefore,  five  regiments  of  infantry  and  riflemen  and  one  of  cavalry 
are  mustered  into  the  service  at  this  place,  and  they  are  armed  here,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  have  sent  here  near  five  thousand  stand  of  muskets 
and  rifles,  and  the  same  number  of  sets  of  accouterments,  and  about 
one  thousand  arms  for  cavalry,  and  the  like  number  of  sets  of  accouter- 
ments. Some  of  the  companies  already  here  have  knapsacks,  but  most 
of  them  are  without  them,  and  those  likely  to  come  hereafter  will  be 
entirely  unprovided  in  that  particular.  There  are  not  quite  enough 
tents,  of  an  inferior  quality  and  make,  for  the  troops  that  are  here,  and 
no  suitable  material  is  to  be  found  at  this  place  for  making  more.  There 
are  not  enough  mess-pans  and  camp-kettles  for  the  troops  that  have 
been  mustered  into  service,  and  the  assistant  quartermaster,  Captain 
Gilmer,  informs  me  that  he  has  orders  from  the  head  of  the  Quarter- 
master's Department  to  make  no  contract  for  the  manufacture  of  any 
articles  without  orders  from  headquarters.  There  are  several  establish- 
ments here  in  which  mess-pans,  camp-kettles,  and  canteens  can  be  man- 
ufactured, and  I  suggest  that  orders  be  given  to  that  effect  If  knap- 
sacks cannot  be  furnished  from  Richmond,  the  men  can  make  out  pretty 
well  by  rolling  up  their  clothes  in  their  blankets  and  wrapping  pieces 
of  coarse  cloth  around  them  ;  and  there  are  several  large  tobacco  fac- 
tories, which  are  idle,  and  can  be  procured  as  quarters  for  the  troops, 
so  that  if  arms  can  be  furnished  we  can  get  along.  If  there  are  plenty 
of  good  flint-lock  muskets  they  will  do  very  well  if  percussion  muskets 
cannot  be  furnished  to  all. 

I  find  matters  here  in  quite  a  confused  state,  owing  to  the  inexperience 
of  the  officers  of  all  the  departments.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Langhorne 
has  made  no  apportionment  of  troops  among  the  counties  to  rendezvous 
here,  and,  in  fact,  has  made  no  call,  specifying  the  number  to  be  re- 
ceived at  this  place.  He  has  merely  given  notice,  in  the  papers,  that 
he  would  muster  into  service  volunteer  compaiiies  from  the  counties  des- 
ignated. This  has  produced  a  good  deal  of  uncertainty  and  confusion. 
I  do  not  wish  this  to  be  considered  as  a  complaint  against  Colonel  Lang- 
horne. It  results  from  his  entire  want  of  experience  in  such  matters. 
I  am  satisfied  he  has  been  endeavoring  to  discharge  his  duty  faithfully : 
but  I  would  very  respectfully  suggest  that  it  is  rather  out  of  the  usual 
course  to  intrust  to  a  mustering  officer,  of  inferior  rank,  so  large  a  dis- 
cretion in  regard  to  calling  out  volunteers.  It  strikes  me  that  a  call 
stating  the  number  of  regiments  to  be  received  here  and  the  number 
and  kind  of  companies  to  be  raised  in  each  county  would  facilitate  the 
business  very  much.  Some  of  the  counties,  as,  for  instance,  Henry, 
Patrick,  Carroll,  Giles,  Mercer,  Tazewell,  Wise,  Buchanan,  and  Mc- 
Dowell, are  remote  from  the  lines  of  railroad,  and  cannot  be  com- 
municated with  very  expeditiously ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  important 
that  the  call  upon  them  should  be  definite.  I  would  also  suggest  that 
it  is  not  likely  that  there  will  be  more  cavalry  companies  from  the 
counties  east  of  the  mountains  except  the  two  already  mustered  and 
one  from  Franklin  unless,  perhaps,  one  may  be  raised  in  Campbell. 
The  counties  west  of  the  Alleghany  must  be  relied  on  to  furnish  the  re- 
mainder of  the  companies  required  to  make  out  a  regiment.  Colonel 
Radford  has  reported,  and  he  would  prefer  having  command  of  the  reg- 
iment of  cavalry,  and  I  think  it  would  be  better  to  give  it  to  him.  as  he 
will .  in  all  likelihood,  be  the  only  colonel  that  will  be  available  who  has 
had  experience  as  a  cavalry  officer.   I  do  not  understand  exactly  the 
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last  orders  iii  regard  to  the  troops  from  Campbell,  Bedford,  Botetourt, 
Roanoke,  and  Craig  (letter  from  Major-General  Lee,  of  May  9).  Am  I 
to  organize  a  regiment  out  of  said  troops,  and  give  Colonel  Radford  the 
command  of  it,  or  shall  I  give  him  command  of  the  whole,  including 
the  cavalry  companies,  and  order  him  to  report  with  them  to  Colonel 
Cocke  T  Shall  I  send  off  said  troops  before  they  are  armed,  or  wait  for 
their  arms  t 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Langhorne  informs  me  that  he  received  instruc- 
tions to  send  Captain  Moorman's  company  (called  the  Beauregard  Rifles) 
to  Richmond,  to  be  armed.  The  order,  however,  has  been  mislaid,  and, 
as  he  may  have  misunderstood  its  tenor,  and  the  instructions  are  incon- 
sistent with  the  orders  to  me  to  send  the  troops  from  Campbell,  &c,  to 
Colonel  Cocke,  I  have  thought  proper  to  wait  for  further  orders,  which, 
for  dispatch,  can  be  sent  by  telegraph,  if  the  company  is  to  be  sent  to 
Richmond. 

A  Mr.  Engene  Carrington  has  exhibited  to  me  an  order  from  Major 
Ficklin,  quartermaster,  appointing  him  transportation  agent  here,  and 
directing  all  orders  for  transporting  troops,  &c,  from  this  place  to  ema- 
nate from  him.  I  had  thought  that  the  quartermaster  here  would  have 
control  of  the  arrangements  for  transportation  from  this  point,  but  I 
confess  I  am  little  acquainted  with  such  matters,  and  I  submit  whether 
the  appointment  by  Major  Ficklin  of  a  transportation  agent  here  (while 
there  is  a  quartermaster  here)  is  regular. 

I  hardly  think  much  can  be  done  in  the  way  of  arming  cavalry  com- 
panies with  double-barreled  guns  in  this  region.  A  number  of  the  men 
have  not  got  them,  and  have  not  the  means  of  purchasing  them  if  they 
were  to  be  had. 

You  will  pardon  the  length  of  this  letter,  but  I  thought  it  better  to 
embrace  all  the  matters  about  which  I  want  instructions,  and  about 
which  it  is  necessary  to  communicate  with  you,  in  one  letter  than  several. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  EARLY, 
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Williamsburg,  Va.,  May  16, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  R.  E.  Lee,  Commanding  Virginia  Forces : 

Sir:  A  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  14th  instant,  as  well  as 
to  the  reference  to  me  of  Colonel  Mallory's  letter  of  the  13tb,  directed 
to  Governor  Letcher,  is  contained  in  the  following  statement: 

Immediately  on  my  return  here,  learning  that  Yorktown  had  been 
threatened  by  a  TJ.  S.  steamer,  and  that  a  creek,  a  short  distance  below, 
bad  been  entered  by  a  barge,  filled  with  men,  with  as  little  delay  as 
practicable  I  sent  the  Irwin  Guard,  to  protect,  to  the  extent  their 
strength  would  allow,  the  citizens  or  the  town  and  county  near;  and, 
on  the  same  day,  went  there  myself.  After  care  fill  inquiry,  I  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  no  landing  was  contemplated  or  had  been,  and  that 
the  alarm  was  groundless. 

From  Yorktown  I  went  to  Hampton,  for  the  purpose  of  calling  into 
service  the  volunteer  force  in  the  vicinity.  On  the  road  I  was  informed 
of  the  demonstrations  (alluded  to  in  the  letter  of  Colonel  Mallory)  by  the 
garrison  of  Fort  Monroe,  and.  in  consequence,  determined  to  see  Colonel 
Dimick,  at  present  commandant  of  the  fort,  and  ascertain,  if  possible, 
the  cause  of  the  encroachment.  On  the  14th  (Thursday)  I  requested 


Digitized  by  Google 
t — 


854 


OPERATIONS  IN  Ml).,  PA.,  VA.,  AND  W.  VA.        [Chat.  IX. 


and  obtained  au  interview  with  liiui.  lie  informed  mo  that  in  taking 
possession  of  the  spring  west  of  Mill  Creek  he  had  no  other  object  than 
to  get  water  for  his  garrison,  and  that  unless  the  safety  (health)  of  his 
troops  required  an  expansion  of  the  area  within  the  Government  limits, 
for  encampments,  &c,  he  had  no  idea,  under  existing  circumstances,  of 
an  aggressive  movement  He  frankly  told  me  at  the  same  time  that 
he  did  not  know  in  how  short  or  long  a  time  these  circumstances  might 
be  changed.  He  laughed  at  the  idea  of  violence  being  contemplated 
towards  Hampton.  He  expressed  great  regret  at  the  present  state  of 
things,  and  was  kind  and  conciliatory.  We  agreed  it  would  be  better 
for  the  guards  not  to  approach  too  close  together.  Accordingly  I  gave 
orders  to  the  guards  from  Hampton  not  to  go  within  half  a  mile  of  the 
fort.  Judging  from  the  means  of  information  within  my  reach,  and  from 
what  I  saw  and  heard  near  the  fort  (I  was  not  admitted  beyond  a  point 
near  the  gate,  on  the  outside),  I  have  no  hesitation  in  asserting  that  no 
mules  or  horses  have  been  landed  there  in  any  numbers,  and  that  the 
force  is  not  sufficient,  in  any  respect,  to  warrant  the  supposition  of  an 
invasion  from  that  quarter.  I  shall  endeavor  to  keep  you  informed  of 
any  important  changes  in  the  state  of  things  around  Fort  Monroe. 

While  in  Hampton  I  directed  the  formation  of  a  camp  of  instruction 
and  observation,  within  about  three  miles  of  the  town,  to  be  commanded 
by  Major  Gary.  This  camp  will  be  the  rendezvous  of  five  companies, 
numbering  about  three  hundred  and  twenty  men.  It  is  as  well  to  say 
that  this  camp  will  not  cost  the  State  anything,  the  material  being  fur- 
nished by  the  county.  The  same  is  true  of  the  camp  near  Williamsburg. 
Major  Cary  is  instructed  to  maintain  a  system  of  patrols,  and  to  keep 
pickets  at  the  most  important  points  and  landings;  also,  to  obstruct  the 
roads,  as  far  as  is  compatible  with  their  use  by  the  neighborhood. 

In  additiou  to  the  five  companies,  there  are  seven  foot  and  one  horse 
company  (about  500  men)  ready,  or  very  nearly  so,  to  be  mustered  into 
service.  Of  these  820  volunteers  not  more  than  300  are  armed,  and  of 
the  300,  at  least  150  have  only  flint-lock  muskets.  There  ought  to  be 
four  hundred  percussion-lock  muskets  sent  at  once.  As  yet  I  have 
received  but  two  hundred  and  fifty  flint  lock  guns,  and  a  part  of  them 
cannot  be  used,  being  imperfect. 

No  further  orders  have  been  received  by  me  respecting  the  militia. 
Colonel  Mallory  wishes  to  know  who  has  the  control  of  his  regiment. 
The  question  as  to  my  power  to  call  them  out  ought  to  be  settled.  The 
post  at  Yorktown,  I  infer,  is  not  under  my  jurisdiction.  I  shall,  with 
pleasure,  afford  to  the  officer  in  command  there  all  the  aid  I  can.  Are 
the  approaches  below  Yorktown  to  be  under  the  supervision  of  Major 
Montague,  alsot 

As  the  quartermaster  for  this  district  has  declined,  allow  mo  to  re- 
mind yon' of  Mr.  Saunders,  better  qualified  than  any  one  else  I  know. 

The  adjunct  professor  of  mathematics  at  William  and  Mary  College 
has,  for  several  weeks,  been  engaged  in  examining  and  surveying  the 
county  here  for  the  defense,  and  it  would  be  proper  to  give  him  an  ap- 
pointment in  the  civil  engineering  department  of  the  State.  The  name 
of  the  gentleman  is  Snead. 

A  half  a  dozen  cadets  could  be  most  usefully  employed  in  the  camp 
of  instruction  here,  and  I  respectfully  ask  that  this  number  be  sent. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaut, 

BEN.T.  S.  EWELL, 
Active  Virginia  Volunteers. 
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Gbafton,  Va.,  May  16,  1861. 

Col.  li.  S.  Gabnett, 

Adjutant  General  Virginia  Army,  Richmond,  Va, : 

Colonel  :  In  iny  last  report  I  stated  that  I  would  first  get  possession 
of  the  arms  consigned  to  Major  Goff,  and  then  try  to  collect  a  force  and 
occupy  this  place.  I  accordingly  sent  a  messenger  to  Major  Goff,  at 
Beverly,  about  fifty  miles  distant,  and  proceeded  to  ascertain  what 
force  I  could  get,  its  condition,  and  the  sentiment  of  the  people  in  the 
counties  of  Tav  lor,  Barbour,  and  Harrison.  I  also  sent  orders  to  the  cap- 
tains of  companies,  supposed  to  be  armed,  in  the  surrounding  counties, 
to  bring  their  companies  immediately  to  a  designated  point,  near  Graf- 
ton, and  there  await  my  orders.  The  messenger  from  Beverly  returned 
with  the  reply  that  nothing  had  been  heard  of  the  rifles,  nor  had  Major 
Goff  been  informed  that  they  were  to  be  sent  to  him.  This  is  a  serious 
disappointment.  Several  companies  in  this  vicinity  are  organizing  and 
expecting  to  be  furnished  at  once  with  arms  and  ammunition.  I  found 
a  company  organizing  at  Pruntytown,  in  this  county,  which  will  be 
ready  to  receive  arras  in  a  day  or  so.  There  is  another  at  Philippi,  in 
Barbour  County,  awaiting  arms,  and  another  in  Clarksburg  which  will 
soon  be  ready.  I  have  seen  the  officers  of  these  companies.  There  are 
other  companies  forming  in  the  surrounding  counties,  but  all  without 
arms  and  ununiformed.  This  force,  when  received,  will  not  for  some 
months  be  more  effective  than  undisciplined  militia.  There  are  but  two 
companies  in  this  vicinity  known  to  be  armed.  One  of  these,  Captain 
Bogged,  at  Weston,  about  forty-five  miles  distant,  has  the  old  flint  lock 
musket,  in  bad  order,  and  no  ammunition.  The  other,  Captain  Thomp- 
son's, at  Fairmont,  twenty  miles  from  this  place,  has  a  better  gun,  and 
some  ammunition.  These  companies  are  now  marching  towards  this 
point ;  are  ordered  to  do  so,  at  least.  This  is  the  only  force  on  which  I 
have  to  depend, and  it  is  very  weak,  compared  with  thestrength  of  those 
in  this  section  who,  I  am  assured,  are  ready  to  oppose  me. 

I  have  found  great  diversity  of  opinion  and  much  bitterness  of  feel- 
ing amon$  the  people  of  this  region.  They  are  apparently  upon  the 
verge  of  civil  war.  A  few  bad  men  have  done  much  mischief  by  stir- 
ring up  rebellion  among  the  people,  and  representing  to  them  the  weak- 
ness of  the  State,  and  its  inability  or  indisposition  to  protect  them,  the 
power  of  the  Government  at  Washington,  and  their  willingness  to 
give  any  aid  required  to  resist  the  State  authorities.  I  am  too  credibly 
informed  to  entertain  doubt  that  they  have  been  and  will  be  supplied 
with  tho  means  of  resistance.  They  and  their  accomplices  have  also 
threatened  the  property  and  persons  of  law-abiding  citizens  with  fire 
and  the  sword.  Their  efforts  to  intimidate  have  had  their  effect,  both 
to  dishearten  one  party  and  encourage  the  other.  Many  good  citizens 
have  been  dispirited,  while  traitors  have  seized  tho  guns/  and  ammuni- 
tion of  the  State,  to  be  used  against  its  authority.  Arms  in  the  hands 
of  disbanded  volunteer  companies  have  been  retained  for  the  same 
avowed  purpose.  The  force  in  this  section  will  need  the  best  rifles. 
Those  at  Harper's  Ferry,  which  were  injured  by  the  fire,  if  fitted  up,  will 
do  very  well,  as  there  will  not  be  the  same  use  for  the  bayonet  in  these 
hills  as  elsewhere,  and  the  movements  should  be  of  light  infantry  and 
rifle,  although  the  bayonet,  of  course,  would  be  desirable. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  very  respectfully. 

GEORGE  A.  PORTERFiELD, 

Colonel,  Virginia  Volunteers. 
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Hdqrs.  Maryland  Vols,  serving  in  Virginia, 

May  17,  1861. 

Col.  R.  S.  Garnett,  Adjutant- General : 

Colonel:  Pursuant  to  instructions  from  Colonel  Jackson,  based 
upon  a  letter  to  me  from  Colonel  French,  aide-de-camp  to  his  excellency 
Governor  Letcher,  I  have  this  day  assumed  command  of  the  Maryland 
volunteers  in  this  State.  Numbers  of  the  men,  and  especially  a  large 
number  of  the  most  valuable  of  the  officers,  have  gone  to  Richmond 
and  other  points  in  Virginia.  As  it  is  very  desirable  that  all  the  Ma- 
ryland men  should  be  together,  I  respectfully  request  an  order  to  be 
issued  for  them  to  report  here,  or  at  such  other  point  as  the  General-in- 
Chief  may  designate.  I  can  control  about  three  thousand  two  hundred 
of  active  and  generally  well-drilled  men  from  Baltimore  and  vicinity. 
Until  better  arms  can  be  procured.  I  shall  proceed  to  arm  them  with 
the  flint  lock  muskets  issued  to  Mr.  T.  Parkin  Scott,  of  Baltimore,  by 
Governor  Letcher. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  THOMAS, 
^         ^        Colonel,  Commanding. 

There  are  some  of  the  Maryland  volunteers  who  object  to  serving 
under  Colonel  Thomas,  and,  in  order  to  secure  their  services,  I*  would 
suggest  that  they  be  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  Southern  Confed- 
eracy, and  that  none  except  those  who  muster  into  the  service  of  Vir- 
ginia be  placed  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Thomas. 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Colonel,  Virginia  Volunteers,  Commanding  at  Harper's  Ferry. 


Abingdon,  VA.,  May  18, 1861. 

Major-Geueral  Lee,  Commander-in-Chief,  dtc.: 

General  :  I  respectfully  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  instructions 
under  which  I  return  to  Virginia.*  Debility  compelled  me  to  stop  at 
this  place.  I  expect  to  be  in  Lynchburg  during  Monday,  and  beg  you 
to  convey  to  me  by  telegraph  any  information  you  can  communicate, 
which  you  think  of  interest  to  my  command,  especially  in  relation  to 
supplies  of  ammunition  and  provisions.  Should  the  contemplated  con- 
ditions justify  it,  I  request  that  the  two  officers  named  in  the  post- 
script (should  it  meet  their  own  views)  may  bo  ordered  to  join  me 
forthwith.  The  President  intends  to  assemble  an  army  near  Harper's 
Ferry.  I  suggested  the. proviso,  because  it  seemed  to  me  likely  that 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Pemberton  might  be  at  the  head  of  the  artillery  of 
the  State. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 
Brigadier-  General,  C.  8,  Army. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  19,  1861. 

Col.  George  A.  Porterfield, 

Commanding,  dtc.,  Grafton,  Taylor  County,  Va.  : 

Colonel  :  Your  letter  of  the  16th  instant  is  at  hand.  One  thousand 
muskets  and  rifles  and  some  ammunition  have  been  sent  from  Staunton 


•  Seo  Cooper  to  Johnston.  May  15,  1861,  p.  844. 
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to  Major  Goff  and  Lieutenant  Chenoweth  at  Beverly,  for  the  use  of  the 
troops  under  your  command.  Several  hundred  arms  have  also  been 
sent,  for  the  use  of  your  command,  to  Colonel  Jackson,  at  Harper's 
Ferry.  Several  companies  have  been  directed  to  go  with  the  arms  from 
Staunton  to  Beverly,  and  to  gather  strength  as  they  passed  along.  It 
is  hoped  that  a  considerable  force  has,  by  this  means,  been  gathered 
together,  which  will  be  increased  by  the  arrangements  which  you  have 
made. 

Very  respectfully,  &c, 

K.  E.  LEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  May  19, 1861. 

John  T.  Sea  well,  Esq.,  Gloucester  Court-House,  Va.: 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  15th  instant  is  in  hand.  The  engineers  who 
examined  York  Biver  considered  Gloucester  Point  the  lowest  available 
position  for  a  battery  for  the  defense  of  the  entrance  of  that  river.  It 
is  difficnlt  to  procure  men  enough  to  man  the  battery  already  erected, 
and,  by  increasing  posts,  this  difficulty  would  be  enhanced. 

Colonel  Taliaferro  has  been  previously  directed  to  muster  the  troops 
from  the  county  of  King  and  Queen  into  the  service  of  the  State,  and 
to  form  a  regiment  at  Gloucester  Point  of  the  troops  from  the  three 
counties  of  Gloucester,  Matthews,  and  King  and  Queen.  It  is  hoped 
that  sufficient  troops  from  those  counties  will  be  obtained  for  the  de- 
fense of  their  homes. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

R.  E.  LEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  19,  1861. 

Col.  William  B.  Taliaferro, 

Commanding,  &c,  Gloucester  Point,  Va. : 

Colonel  :  Your  letter  of  the  Hth  instant  is  in  baud.  I  regret  to 
learn  that  your  force  is  so  small,  and  request  you  to  use  every  exertion 
to  increase  it.  Under  the  authority  of  the  governor,  by  his  proclama- 
tion of  the  3d  instant,  you  are  authorized  to  extend  your  call  for  vol- 
unteers to  the  county  of  Matthews.  It  is  hoped  that  you  will  collect 
troops  enough  from  the  counties  of  Gloucester,  Kiug  and  Queen,  and 
Matthews  to  form  at  least  a  regiment,  to  which  your  force  should  be 
extended.  It  is  not  desired  to  take  private  houses,  unless  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  service  imperatively  require  it.  A  proper  hut  can  be  erected 
for  a  hospital.  There  are  no  military  engineers  available  for  laying  off 
the  rear  defenses  you  desire,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  naval  officers  and 
others  with  you  will  be  able  to  perform  the  duty.  It  is  probable  that 
the  laboring  force  in  the  neighborhood  will  be  sufficient  to  perform  the 
work  required  on  these  lines  of  defense.  Blank  forms,  &c,  have  been 
directed  to  be  forwarded  to  yon  from  the  Quartermaster  and  Commis- 
sary Departments. 

Very  respectfully,  &c, 

B.  E.  LEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  19,  1861. 

Lieut  Col.  George  H.  Terrett, 

Commanding  at  Alexandria,  Va.: 

Colonel  :'  Major-General  Lee  instructs  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of8  your  letter  of  May  16.  •  It  is  very  important  to  secure  the  rolling 
stock  of  the  Londoun  and  Hampshire  Railroad,  but  General  Lee  thinks 
it  would  be  quite  as  much  exposed  to  seizure  by  the  enemy  at  any  point 
on  that  road  near  Alexandria  as  in  the  town  itself.  If  taken  up  that 
road  for  safety,  it  should  be  taken  to  Leesburg  or  its  vicinity.  General 
Lee  thinks  it  would  be  better  (if  practicable)  to  obtain  the  co-operation 
of  the  Alexandria,  Loudoun  and  Hampshire  and  the  Alexandria  and 
Orange  Railroad  Companies  in  the  construction  of  a  temporary  track 
connecting  the  two  roads,  to  run  the  cars  of  the  Loudoun  and  Hampshire 
Road  out  on  the  track  of  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Road  at  night,  as 
a  precautionary  measure. 

aiD'    ^  JNO.  A.  WASHmGTONj  , 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  20, 1861. 

Col.  0.  Dimmook,  Ordnance  Department: 

Colonel:  Major-General  Lee  requests  that  yon  will  send  to  Col.  B. 
S.  Ewell,  at  Williamsburg,  four  hundred  original  percussion  muskets 
and  five  thousand  rounds  of  ammunition.   They  are  to  be  sent  by  the 
steamer  to  King's  Mill  wharf. 
Very  respectfully,  &c, 

JNO.  M.  BROOKE, 
Virginia  Navy  and  Acting  AidcdeCamp,  &c. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  20, 1861. 

Col.  J.  A.  Early,  Lynchburg,  Va. : 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letters  of  the  16th  and  17th  instants,f  the  com- 
manding-general now  instructs  me  to  say  that  he  has  this  day  ordered 
the  Ordnance  Department  to  forward  to  your  address  one  thousand 
original  percussion  muskets,  one  thousand  altered,  and  one  thousand 
rii nt  locks,  and  sixty  thousand  rounds  of  ammunition,  to  be  issued  by 
you  to  such  companies  of  Virginia  volunteers  without  arms  as  may  be 
mustered  in  at  Lynchburg,  or  arrive  there  already  mustered  in.  The 
ten  companies  which  you  have  reported  may  be  organized  into  a  regi- 
ment, to  the  command  of  which  you  may  assign  Colonel  Radford,  if  they 
are  the  companies  raised  by  him  and  reported  to  the  governor.  If  they 
be  not,  you  may  assign  Colonel  Radford,  or  any  other  colonel,  and  field 
officers  to  them  as  may  be  deemed  best,  observing  the-  rule  as  far  as 
practicable  to  associate  together  companies  and  field  officers  from  the 
same  region  of  country.   As  soon  as  this  regiment  is  organized  and 

•Not  fonnd.  t  Letter  of  17th 
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;i  nued,  order  it  to  report  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Culpeper  Court- 
House.  In  regard  to  staff  officers  of  experience,  the  general  regrets 
to  inform  you  that  there  are  none  to  be  had  at  present,  and  hopes 
that  you  will  be  able  to  instruct  those  you  already  have  until  they  shall 
become  useful. 
I  am,  &c., 

K.  8.  GARNETT, 

Adjutant  General. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  20,  1861. 

Lieut.  Ool.  B.  S.  Ewell,  Commanding,  &c.,  Williamsburg,  Va. : 

Colonel:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  in  relation 
to  your  visit  to  Hampton,  for  the  purpose  of  calliug  into  the  service  of 
the  State  the  volunteers  from  that  region.  Your  report,  in  reference  to 
affairs  at  Fort  Monroe,  is  satisfactory,  and  it  is  hoped  your  arrange- 
ments for  procuring  information  will  be  sufficient  to  secure  intelligence 
of  what  transpires. 

You  will  give  orders  to  Major  Cary,  commanding  the  camp  of  instruc- 
tion and  observation,  to  attend  rigidly  to  the  instruction  and  discipline 
of  the  troops,  to  keep  a  strict  watch  on  all  military  movements,  and  to 
keep  you  advised.  He  will  endeavor  to  quiet  the  apprehension  of  the 
citizens,  act  strictly  on  the  defensive,  and  be  ready  at  all  times  to  take 
the  field,  under  such  orders  as  he  may  receive  from  you.  Four  hundred 
percussion  muskets,  with  a  supply  of  ammunition,  have  been  ordered  to 
King's  Mill  for  you. 

The  battery  at  Yorktowu,  with  those  of  Gloucester  Point  and  West 
Point,  is  under  the  general  charge  of  Captain  Whittle,  of  the  Navy. 
Major  Montague  is  in  command  of  the  troops  stationed  there  for  their 
protection,  &c.  The  troops  and  operations  below  Yorktown  are  under 
your  control  and  direction.  There  are  no  cadets  available  for  duty  with 
you.  It  is  hoped  that  some  young  officers,  acquainted  with  military 
instruction,  may  be  sent  yon.  The  general  decides,  as  you  will  per- 
ceive by  the  inclosed  paper,  that  no  question  of  rank  can  arise  between 
yourself  and  Colonel  Mallory,  who  is  not  on  service.  You  are  in  com- 
mand of  the  Sixty-eighth  and  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  Regiments 
of  Militia,  and  invested  with  authority  to  call  out  such  portions  of  those 
regiments  as  you  may  judge  necessary  to  rapport  the  volunteer  force. 
I  am,  &c, 

It.  E.  LEE, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


ers  Virginia  Forces, 
Richmond,  Va.,  May  20,  1861. 

Col.  Wm.  B.  Taliaferro, 

Commanding,  &c,  Gloucester  Point,  Va. : 

Colonel:  As  I  see,  from  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  that  no 
increase  to  your  force  has  been  received,  and,  as  I  desire  it  to  be 
augmented  to  a  regiment  of  infantry,  in  addition  to  the  cavalry  and 
artillery  now  in  service,  I  have  direeted  Capt.  Thomas  L.  Preston  to 
repair  to  Gloucester  Point,  with  a  view  of  aiding  you  in  calling  the 
volunteers  into  the  service  of  the  State  from  the  counties  of  King  and 
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Queeu,  Gloucester  juid  Matthews.  You  are  desired  to  scud  on  this 
duty  also  Maj.  P.  K.  Page,  who  will  be  accompanied  by  Captain 
Preston,  and  who  will  muster  the  troops  into  service  that  offer.  Such 
arms,  &c,  as  may  be  required  for  the  troops  at  your  post  will  be  fur- 
nished on  your  requisition. 
I  am,  &c, 

R.  E.  LKK. 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Ya.,  May  21, 1861. 

Col.  J.  A.  Early,  Commanding,  dee.,  Lynchburg,,  Va.  : 

Sir  :  As  fast  as  you  issue  arms  and  ammunition  to  the  companies 
mustered  in  at  Lynchburg  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Langhorne,  you  are 
requested  to  send  forward  to  Culpeper  Court- House  a  sufficient  num- 
ber to  form  three  regiments. 
I  am,  &c., 

R.  S.  GARNETT, 

Adjutant  General 


Headquarters  Virginia 

Richmond,  Ya.,  May  21, 1861. 

Hon.  James  M.  Mason,  Winchester,  Va.  : 

Sir  :  I  have  been  gratified  at  the  reception  of  your  letter  of  the  15th 
instant,  giving  an  account  of  your  visit  to  Harper's  Ferry.  I  had  hoped 
that  the  Maryland  people  would  relieve  us  of  the  necessity  of  occupying 
the  Maryland  Heights.  Colonel  Jackson  was  directed  to  give  to  their 
occupation  the  appearance  of  its  being  done  by  the  people  of  that  State, 
and  not  to  take  possession  himself  till  necessary ;  but  the  time  has  been 
left  to  his  discretion  which  I  am'  sure  will  be  wisely  exercised.  There 
is  no  doubt,  under  the  circumstances,  of  our  right  to  occupy  these  heights. 

Measures  have  been  taken,  more  than  three  weeks  ago,  for  securing 
the  control  of  both  branches  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  and 
for  throwing  a  force  into  the  disaffected  region  of  the  State ;  to  carry 
ont  which  Major  Loring  has  been  sent  to  Wheeling  to  protect  the  ter- 
minus of  the  main  road,  and  Colonel  Porterfleld  has  been  sent  to  Graf- 
ton, with  instructions  to  concentrate  there  three  regiments,  at  Parkers- 
burg  one  regiment,  and  at  Monndsville  one  regiment.  These  measures 
having  in  part  failed,  several  companies  have  been  sent  from  Staunton 
to  Beverly,  with  instructions  to  gather  strength  as  they  passed  through 
the  country  for  Colonel  Porterfield's  command.  By  these  means  it  is 
hoped  that  a  considerable  force  has  been  concentrated  at  Grafton  by 
this  time,  and  loyalty  in  some  degree  engendered  in  the  disaffected 
region  of  which  you  speak. 

Very  respectfully,  &c,  mm 

R.  L .  LKK, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Ya.,  May  21, 1861. 

Lieut  CoL  E.  JL  Smith,  C.  S.  A,  Lynchburg,  Ya.: 

Sir  :  The  commanding  general  has  been  informed  that  one  thousand 
rifles  are  on  their  way  to  Lynchburg  from  Montgomery  for  the  Tennes- 
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see  troops.  As  soon  as  they  an  ive  he  desires  that  they  be  forwarded 
to  this  place,  where  they  will  be  issued  to  the  troops  for  whom  they  are 
intended. 

I  am,  &c, 

E.  S.  GARNETT,  ^ 


Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  May  21, 1861. 

Ool.  It.  8.  Garnett,  Adjutant- General,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir  :  The  force  now  assembled  at  this  place  and  its  outposts  consists 
of  the  First,  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  and  Fifth  Virginia  Regiments;  the 


Fourth  Regiment  from  Alabama j  two  regiments  from  Mississippi ;  five 
companies  of  Virginia  Artillery ;  eight  companies  of  Virginia  Cavalry ; 
four  companies  of  Kentucky  Infantry,  and  some  small  detachments, 
amounting  to  seven  thousand  seven  hundred  men,  of  whom  it  may  be 
said  that  seven  thousand,  are  available  for  active  service  in  the  field, 
well  armed. 

On  Sunday,  the  10  th,  I  inspected  the  Alabama  regiment  and  the  Third 
t  and  Fourth  Virginia.   Yesterday  it  rained  so  continuously  that  nothing 

could  be  done.  In  the  evening  I  visited  the  position  opposite  the  Point 
of  Rocks,  distant  twelve  miles  from  this  point,  where  Captain  Ashby,  of 
the  Virginia  cavalry,  an  excellent  officer,  is  stationed,  with  two  com- 
panies of  cavalry,  six  pieces  of  light  artillery,  and  'a  company  of  rifle- 
men, together  with  some  men  from  Maryland,  only  a  part  of  whom  are 
armed.  His  cavalry  is  employed  in  active  reconnaissance  of  the  snr- 
•  rounding  country,  and  his  artillery  has  complete  command  of  the  bridge 

crossing  the  Potomac,  the  piers  of  which  are  mined,  and  can  be  instantly 
I  destroyed,  in  case  of  necessity  j  in  addition  to  which,  he  holds  posses- 

;  sion  of  the  road  at  the  Point  of  Rocks  in  such  manner  as  to  prevent  the 

passage  of  a  train. 

t  I  have  not  yet  visited  the  Maryland  Heights,  where  redoubts  are  now 

going  up ;  but,  from  frequent  conversations  which  I  have  had  with 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Duncan,  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  work,  I  am  con- 
$  vinced  that  but  little  more,  is  necessary  to  render  that  part  of  the  ground 

f  quite  secure.   Of  this,  however,  and  other  subjects,  I  shall  be  able  to 

r  give  more  definite  information  in  a  more  detailed  report. 

I  The  Maryland  Heights  being  out  of  the  question,  the  most  probable 

l  line  of  approach  would  be  by  Hageretown  and  Shepherdstown,  making 

the  attack  from  the  northwest.   But  the  precautions  of  Colonel  Jackson 
s  have  rendered  such  an  approach  a  matter  of  great  risk.   At  Shepherds- 

town  we  have  the  bridge,  and  the  conformation  of  the  ground  is,  I  under- 
i  stand,  all  in  favor  of  the  resisting  force. 


The  troops  here  are  all  raw  and  inexperienced — wanting  even  in  the 
i  first  elements  of  the  school  of  the  soldier— and  there  is  a  great  scarcity 

of  proper  instructors.  Many  of  the  captains  are  singularly  ignorant  of 
their  duties.  Guard  duty  is  very  loosely  done ;  and,  indeed,  there  is 
apparent  on  every  side  the  mere  elements  of  men  and  arms,  without  the 
discipline  and  organization  of  an  army.  There  is  a  sad  deficiency  in 
clothing  and  in  camp  and  garrison  equipage ;  and  I  fear  that  the  expo- 
sure to  which  the  troops  have  recently  been  subjected  in  the  cold,  rainy 
weather  will  swell  the  list  of  sick,  already  large.  To  make  up,  however, 
for  this  loose  state  of  things,  so  striking  to  the  professional  eye,  it  must 
not  be  forgotten  that  a  fierce  spirit  animates  those  rough-looking  men  ; 
j  and,  if  called  upon,  even  now,  to  meet  their  enemy,  I  have  no  fear  of 

the  result  of  battle.   There  is  a  determination  abroad  among  men 
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who  have  collected  from  far  and  near  to  give  a  summary  chastisement 
to  any  force  which  may  have  the  hardihood  to  invade  the  soil  of  Vir- 
ginia.  This  spirit  is  invincible. 

This  afternoon  I  shall  endeavor  to  reach  the  Maryland  Heights.  To- 
morrow I  shall  finish  my  inspection  of  the  troops,  and  will  muster  into 
the  service  of  the  Confederate  States  nine  companies  of  Maryland  vol- 
unteers, who  are  exiled  from  their  State,  and  are  here  drawing  rations, 
and  are  anxious  to  serve  for  the  war. 

On  Friday  or  Saturday  I  will  return  to  Richmond,  visiting  General 
Cocke's  command  en  routed  and  will  then  submit  my  report  in  fall  to 
Major  General  Lee. 

I  have  not  asked  Colonel  Jackson  his  opinion  on  the  subject,  but  my 
own  is  that  there  is  force  enough  here  to  hold  this  place  against  any 
attack  which,  under  the  existing  state  of  affairs,  may  be  contemplated. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  DEAS. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Inspector- General,  C.  8.  Army. 


Williamsburg,  Va.,  May  21, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  R.  E.  Lee,  Commanding  Virginia  Forces: 

Sir  :  The  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  20th  instant  is 
hereby  respectfully  acknowledged.  In  a  letter  received  today  from 
Major  Cary,  there  is  the  following:  "It  is  evidently  the  purpose  of 
Colonel  Dimick  to  take  possession  of  a  portion  of  Virginia  soil."  I 
think  so  too,  if  his  garrison  requires  more  space.  I  have  prohibited  a 
useless  and  hopeless  resistance  to  this  until  Colonel  Dimick  is  at  least 
out  of  the  range  of  the  Old  Point  guns  with  the  force  that  may  accom- 
pany him.  It  is  difficult  to  manage  Hampton.  The  people  are  excita- 
ble and  brave  even  to  rashness,  and  are  unwilling  to  seem  to  give  way. 
It  (Hampton)  might,  on  the  approach  in  force  of  the  Federal  troops,  be 
evacuated  by  the  military,  and  the  remaining  citizens  ought  to  make 
terms,  unless,  indeed,  it  is  made  a  second  Saragossa.  I  doubt  if,  from 
the  nature  of  the  buildings,  this  could  be  dime.  For  the  adjutant  of 
the,  battalion  here,  I  wish  to  appoint  Prof.  E.  Taliaferro.  He  has  not 
much  military  experience,  but  has  great  intelligence,  is  firm  and  cool, 
has  industry  and  activity,  and  is  to  be  depended  upon.  I  prefer  him 
to  any  one  I  know  here,  and  ask  authority  to  appoint  him  from  the 
ranks,  or  else  to  have  him  elected  a  supernumerary  officer  of  a  volunteer 
company,  that  I  may  appoint  him.  There  are  no  field  pieces  here  yet* 
Excuse  me  for  calling  your  special  attention  to  this  fact.  Before  know- 
ing your  intention  to  order  troops  to  York  town,  with  Captain  Meade's 
assistance  I  adopted  a  line  of  defense  on  the  land  side,  covering  the 
road  from  Old  Point,  the  Poquosin  River,  and,  in  fact,  from  every  land- 
ing on  the  York  River  below  Yorktown.  The  plan  was  to  repair  the 
redoubt  built  by  the  British  for  the  defense  of  this  or  these  roads,  and 
to  erect  another  small  redoubt ;  both  to  be  defended  with  field  pieces. 
The  two  hundred  and  forty  men  now  in  Yorktown,  for  the  defense  of 
the  battery  of  two  guns,  could  not  hold  the  place  against  a  field  battery, 
muskets  not  being  able  to  cope  in  an  open  country  with  a  well  -appoint  ea 
battery.  This  fact,  or  advice,  is  not  stated  to  inform  you.  but  as  a  mode 
of  making  known  the  necessities  of  the  force  at  Yorktown.  Major 
Montague  and  myself  are  on  the  most  friendly  terms,  and,  if  you 
approve  of  it,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  aid  him  in  the  repairing  and 
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construction  of  the  field  works  in  question,  or  to  point  out  the  plan.  It 
is  beyond  doubt  that  the  land  approach  to  Yorktown  is  in  greater  need 
of  protection  than  the  water.  If  the  defense  of  Yorktown  had  not 
been  within  my  control,  as  it  was  before  Major  Montague  was  sent 
there,  it  would  not  be  proper  for  me  to  write  of  it  as  I  have  done.  Un- 
der the  circumstances  there  is,  I  hope,  no  impropriety  in  addressing 
you  on  the  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  S.  EW^LL, 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  Virginia  Volunteers. 


t  Norfolk,  Va.,  May  21, 1861. 

CoL  E.  8.  Garnett,  Adjutant  General: 

Troops  in  large  numbers  are  arriving  at  Fort  Monroe.  In  order  to 
man  and  properly  protect  the  batteries,  so  many  men  are  required, 
and  so  many  points  of  attack  are  threatened,  that  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
call  at  once  for  an  additional  force  of  not  less  than  four  thousand  men. 
I  am  informed  that  the  governor  of  North  Carolina  would  send  me  a 

large  force.   Can  I  call  on  himt   

WALTER  *GWYNN. 


Headquarters, 
Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  May  21, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  R.  E.  Lee,  Commanding  Virginia  Forces : 

General:  Since  this  place  has  been  strengthened  by  additional 
troops  and  artillery,  so  as  to  give  confidence  to  our  people,  there  has 
been  a  manifest  improvement  in  public  sentiment  in  this  county ;  but  I 
regret  to  say  that  in  Berkeley  things  are  growing  worse,  and  that  the 
threats  from  Union  men  are  calculated  to  curb  the  expression  of  South- 
ern feeling.  While  I  have  been  unwilling  to  diminish  the  force  here, 
yet,  for  the  purpose  of  cbeckiug  the  disloyalty  there,  I  have  ordered  the 
regiment  from  Jefferson  opposite  to  Williamsport.  You  8|>eak  of  con- 
cern at  the  want  of  alacrity  on  the  part  of  companies  west  of  here.  This 
is  partly  due  to  their  unarmed  condition  and  want  of  a  secure  place  of 
rendezvous.  If  no  better  plan  is  practicable,  I  would  suggest  that  a 
force  destined  for  the  northwest  be  assembled,  ostensibly  for  the  defense 
of  this  part  of  the  State,  at  Winchester,  or  some  point  near  here,  and 
that  the  moment  that  the  governor's  proclamation  announces  the  ratifi- 
cation by  the  people  of  the  ordinance  of  secession,  such  troops  be  put 
in  the  ears,  as  though  they  were  coming  to  this  place,  but  that  they  be 
immediately  thrown  into  the  northwest ,  and  at  once  crush  out  opposi- 
tion. This  force  need  remain  there  only  for  a  short  time,  until  the  local 
ones  could  be  armed.  You  will  pardon  me  for  urging  promptness  in 
what  is  to  be  done  for  that  section  of  the  State.  Any  want  of  this  may 
be  disastrous. 

I  send  herewith  a  letter  from  Captain  Shriver,  of  Wheeling,  who  has 
been  on  a  visit  here.  I  wrote  to  Colonel  Garnett  that  Colonel  Huger 
had  gone  on  to  Richmond,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  whatever  may 
be  necessary  for  the  efficiency  of  the  heavy  batteries  $  but  I  regret  to 
learn  that  he  has  been  delayed  by  sickness  on  his  way.  Should  he  not 
reach  Richmond  before  this  letter,  please  forward  a  large  supply  of  am- 
munition for  ten  24-pounder  guns,  if  it  can  be  spared.   Should  Colonel 
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Huger  be  prevented  from  reaching  Richmond  soon,  I  hope  you  will, 
if  available,  send  me  a  practical  ordnance  officer.  I  have  been  depend- 
ing on  Colonel  Huger  for  mountiug  and  rendering  efficient  the  heavy 
guns,  with  the  exception  of  those  intrusted  to  Lieutenant  Fauntleroy. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Colonel,  Virginia  Volunteers,  Commanding  Harper's  Ferry,  Va. 

P.  8.— I  have  about  ninety  thousand  percussion  caps. 

[iDcloirare.]. 

Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  May  19, 1861. 

Colonel  Jackson,  Commandant,  Harper's  Ferry,  Va. : 

At  this  time  there  is  between  three  and  four  hundred  Federal  troops 
stationed  upon  the  fair  grounds  on  Wheeling  Island,  Ohio  County,  Vir- 
ginia. They  have  been  regularly  sworn  into  the  service  of  the  U.  S. 
Government  by  Colonel  Oakes,  who  has  been  in  the  city  of  Wheeling 
for  some  time  past  expressly  for  that  purpose.  These  troops  have  been 
furnished  with  arms  by  the  U.  8.  Government  at  the  request  of  citizens 
of  tbe  counties  of  Hancock,  Brooke,  Ohio,  and  Marshall,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  resisting  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Virginia.  At  this 
time  A.  W.  Campbell,  of  the  citv  of  Wheeling,  by  a  published  authority 
from  Governor  Dennison,  of  Ohio,  will  not  permit  citizens  of  Wheeling 
to  ship  provisions  in  any  quantities  over  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road. 

Yours,  truly, 

DAN.  M.  SHRIVER. 


Engineer's  Office, 
Biohmond,  Va.,  May  21,  1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  R.  E.  Lee,  Commanding  Virginia  Forces  : 

Sir:  The  examinations  preparatory  to  commencing  work  for  the 
defense  of  this  city  are  far  enough  advanced  to  enable  me  to  select  the 
sites  for  two  redoubts  on  the  cordon  it  is  proposed  to  occupy.  The 
first  will  be  on  the  eastern  side  of  Marion  Hill,  commanding  the  road 
leading  up  the  river,  and  the  country  generally  to  the  eastward ;  the 
second  will  be  on  high  ground,  near  Tuder  &  Co.'s  nursery,  and  quite 
near  to  the  ravine  of  Gillies  Creek.  It  is  proposed  to  make  the  re- 
doubts of  sufficient  capacity  to  contain  garrisons  of  six  hundred  men. 
For  a  more  perfect  defense  of  the  tongue  of  land  between  James  River 
and  Gillies  Creek  some  two  or  three  small  redoubts  are  needed,  in 
consequence  of  the  irregularities  of  the  ground,  which  is  much  cut  by 
abrupt  ravines.  I  do  not  propose  commencing  them  immediately.  The 
two  principal  redoubts  may  be  ready  for  a  laboring  force  on  Thursday 
next,  if  you  approve  the  foregoing  suggestion.  On  the  accompanying 
tracing  the  locations  are  indicated  by  the  letter  R  in  red.  As  soon 
as  the  lines  of  the  works  are  traced  on  tbe  ground,  a  requisition  will  be 
made  for  the  ordnance  required  for  arming  them.  The  topographical 
examination  between  Gillies  and  Shockoo  Creeks  is  not  sufficiently 
advanced  for  continuing  the  cordon  aronnd  that  section,  but  it  is  be- 
lieved that  works  can  now  be  laid  out,  so  as  to  give  full  employment  to 
all  the  available  labor  at  the  disposal  of  the  city  authorities. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  TALCOTT, 
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Special  Orders,  »  Headquarters  Virgdnia  Forces, 

No.  95.         }  Richmond,  Va.,  May  21,  1861. 

•  •••••• 

II.  Col*  John  B.  Magruder,  of  the  Provisional  Army  of  Virginia,  is 
placed  in  command  of  the  troops  and  military  operations  on  the  line  to 
Hampton.  He  will  establish  his  headquarters  at  Yorktown,  take  meas- 
ures tor  the  safety  of  the  batteries  at  Jamestown  Island  and  on  York 
Biver,  and  urge  forward  the  construction  of  the  defenses  between  the 
heads  of  College  and  Queen  Creeks,  in  advance  of  Williamsburg.  The 
orders  heretofore  given  to  Lieut.  Col.  B.  9.  Eweil,  Virginia  volunteers, 
are  referred  to  him  for  execution.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ewell,  with  the 
troops  under  his  command,  will  be  stationed  at  the  defenses  in  front  of 
\yilliamsburg,  and  Major  Cary  on  or  near  the  Southwest  Branch  of  the 
Back  River,  where  it  is  crossed  by  the  main  road  from  Hampton.  Au- 
thentic information  of  what  occurs  at  Fort  Monroe,  and  the  operations 
of  the  I S.  forces,  if  important,  will  be  forwarded  to  headquarters. 
Col.  L.  G.  De  Bussy,  with  his  regiment  of  Louisiana  volunteers ;  Col. 
D.  H.  Hill,  with  his  regiment  of  North  Carolina  volunteers,  and  Col. 
T.  P.  August,  with  his  regiment  of  Virginia  volunteers,  will  report  to 
Colonel  Magruder  for  service  under  his  command. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Lee : 

R.  8.  GARNETT, 

Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  22, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  L.  Bonham,  C.  S.  A. : 

General  :  In  the  execution  of  the  orders  with  which  you  have  been 
furnished,  relative  fo  the  command  of  the  Alexandria  line  of  operations, 
I  need  not  call  the  attention  of  one  as  experienced  as  yourself  to  the 
necessity  of  preventing  the  troops  from  all  interference  with  the  rights 
and  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  State,  and.  of  enforcing  rigid  dis- 
cipline and  obedience  to  orders.  But  it  is  proper  for  me  to  state  to  you 
that  the  policy  of  the  State  at  present  is  strictly  defensive.  No  attack, 
or  provocation  for  attack  will  therefore  be  given,  but  every  attack 
resisted  to  the  extent  of  your  means.  Great  reliance  is  placed  on  your 
discretion  and  judgment  in  the  application  of  your  force,  and  I  must 
urge  upon  you  the  importance  of  organizing  and  instructing  the  troops 
as  rapidly  as  possible  and  preparing  them  lor  active  service.  For  this 
purpose  it  will  be  necessary  to  post  them  where  their  services  may  be 
needed  and  where  they  can  be  concentrated  at  the  points  threatened. 
The  Manassas  Junction  is  a  very  important  point  on  your  line,  as  it 
commands  the  communication  with  Harper's  Ferry,  and  must  be  firmly 
held.  Intrenchments  at  that  point  would  add  to  its  security,  and,  in 
connection  with  its  defense,  you  must  watch  the  approaches  from  either 
flank,  particularly  towards  Occoquan.  Alexandria  in  its  front  will,  of 
course,  claim  your  attention  as  the  first  point  of  attack,  and,  as  soon  as 
your  force  is  sufficient,  in  your  opinion,  to  resist  successfully  its  occu- 
pation, you  will  so  dispose  it  as  to  effect  this  object,  if  possible,  without 
appearing  to  threaten  Washington  City.  The  navigation  of  the  Poto- 
mac being  closed  to  us,  and  the  U.  S.  armed  vessels  being  able  to  take 
a  position  in  front  of  the  town,  you  will  perceive  the  hazard  of  its 
destruction,  unless  your  measures  are  such  as  to  prevent  it  This  sub- 
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ject,  being  one  of  great  delicacy,  is  left  to  your  judgment.  The  rail- 
road communications  must  be  secured,  however,  and  their  use  by  the 
enemy  prevented.  In  the  absence  of  tents  or  vacant  houses,  you  will 
have  toerect  temporary  plank  sheds  for  the  protection  of  your  men. 

R.  K.  LEU, 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  22, 1861—9  a.  m. 

General  Gwynn  : 

Call  on  the  governor  of  North  Carolina  for  the  force  you  require  to 
the  full  extent   Two  hundred  laborers  are  on  the  way  to  you. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  22,  186L 
OoL  George  H.  Terrett,  Commanding,  <fcc,  Alexandria,  Va.: 

Colonel:  Unless  you  can  devise  some  better  plan  for  securing  the 
rolling  stock  of  the  Loudoun  and  Hampshire  Railroad  than  that  sug- 
gested to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  I  desire  you  to  adopt  it. 
and  give  directions  that  a  track  be  laid  from  the  depot  of  the  Loudoun 
and  Hampshire  Railroad  to  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad,  in 
Union  street,  or  some  other  more  convenient  point,  by  which  this  roll- 
ing stock  can  be  carried  to  a  place  of  safety  on  the  Orange  and  Alex- 
andria Railroad  when  not  wanted  for  use  on  its  proper  road,  and  confer 
with  presidents  and  directors  of  said  roads  as  to  perfecting  this  con- 
nection, which  will  not  only  be  useful  for  the  above  purpose,  but  afford 
convenient  transportation  from  one  road  to  the  other. 
Very  respectfully,  &c, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
Major- General,  Commanding* 


Gloucester  Point,  Va.,  May  22, 1861. 

General  R.  £.  Lee,  Headquarters  Virginia  Forces,  Richmond,  Va. : 

General  :  On  my  arrival  here  I  presented  your  letter  to  Colonel 
Taliaferro,  and  soon  had  a  conference  upon  the  object  of  my  visit. 
This  place  is  literally  without  defense  against  a  land  attack.  A  force 
of  live  hundred  men,  landed  within  a  day's  march,  with  even  a  feint 
by  water,  could  take,  by  prompt  movements,  every  gun.  Mr.  Clarke, 
the  engineer  here,  is  appointed  by  Colonel  Talcott,  and  does  not  con- 
sider himself  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Taliaferro.  This  want  of 
concert  prevents  unity  of  action  and  concert  of  measures.  I  could  not 
therefore,  without  authority  from  you,  urge  the  citizens  to  send  laborers 
here  to  be  directed  by  Mr.  Clarke.  II  is  time  and  attention  are  much 
required  by  the  works  now  in  progress.  I  leave  at  once  for  Matthews 
County,  in  company  with  Major  Page,  where  one  or  two  companies  are 
reported  as  organized. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  L.  PRESTON. 
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Headquarters, 
Fredericksburg,  Va.,  May  22, 1861. 

Col.  E.  8.  Garnett,  Adjutant- General  Virginia  Forces: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  command- 
ing general,  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  push  the  organization  of 
volunteer  companies  forward  with  sufficient  rapidity  to  make  up  a 
force  of  sufficient  strength  (under  discipline)  for  our  sole  reliance,  in 
the  event  of  an  attack  on  our  Potomac  coast,  within  a  brief  period  of 
time. 

I  am  under  the  necessity  of  manning  the  batteries  by  companies  of 
volunteers,  in  consequence  of  the  ineffectual  efforts  of  the  naval  officers 
to  enroll  men  for  that  service ;  and,  indeed,  I  have  been  obliged  to  per- 
form work  on  those  batteries  by  detail  for  the  want  of  laborers.  It  is 
to  be  observed  that  Captain  Walker's  battery  has  not,  therefore,  thus 
far  (in  spite  of  the  united  efforts  of  the  captain  and  myself),  been  put 
in  readiness  for  the  field,  being  deficient  in  men  and  equipments,  and 
this  is  the  only  field  battery  in  the  department. 

The  above-noted  employments,  in  connection  with  the  necessity  of 
covering  the  batteries  and  the  avenues  of  approach  to  this  city,  have 
absorbed  my  volunteer  force,  to  such  an  extent  that,  if  attacked  by  the 
enemy  in  great  numbers,  re-enforcements  will  bo  necessary  j  say  at  least 
one  thousand  well-disciplined  volunteers  and  a  field  battery. 

If  occasion  demands,  I  propose  telegraphing  to  you  for  such  force 
(well  supplied  with  ammunition)  the  moment  it  is  apparent  that  it  will 
be  needed,  to  repel  actual  invasion,  with  the  coutident  hope  that  it  will 
be  sent. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  RUGGLES, 
Colonel,  Provisional  Army,  Commanding  Forces. 


Special  Orders,  (  Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

No.  109.        J  Richmond,  Va.,  May  23, 1861. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  Benjamin  Huger,  of  the  volunteer  forces  of  Virginia,  is 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  troops  in  and  about  Norfolk  and  its 
dependencies,  and  will  relieve  Brig.  Gen.  Walter  Gwynn. 

II.  Brigadier-General  Gwynu,  after  turning  over  his  command  and 
giving  all  information  that  may  be  useful  to  his  successor,  will  report 
in  person  to  the  commanding  general  of  the  Virginia  forces  at  Rich- 
mond. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Lee: 

R.  8.  GARNETT, 

Adjutant-  General 


Report  of  Inspection  made  at  Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  by  Lieut  Col.  George 

Deas,  Inspector-General  C.  8.  Army. 

May  23,  1861. 

Col.  R.  S.  Garnett,  Adjutant- General,  &e.,  Richmond,  Va. : 

The  force  at  this  time  assembled  at  Harper's  Ferry  and  its  outposts 
consists  of  five  regimeuts  from  Virginia,  two  regiments  from  Missis- 
sippi, one  regiment  from  Alabama,  eight  compauies  of  Virginia  cavalry, 
one  battalion  from  Maryland,  one  battalion  from  Kentucky,  five  corn- 
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panics  of  artillery,  and  a  naval  battery,  amounting,  in  the  aggregate,  w 
about  eight  thousand  men,  of  Whom  about  seven  thousand  three  hun- 
dred are  able  to  go  into  combat,  well  armed.  The  five  regiments  of 
infantry  from  Virginia  have  good  arms,  but  are  very  deficient  in  cart- 
ridge-boxes, belts,  and  ball-screws.  The  Alabama  regiment  is  well  ap- 
pointed, has  brought  its  tente  and  camp  equipage,  and  is  well  clothed. 
Arm 8  in  good  order.  The  two  regiments  from  Mississippi  have  with 
them  their  tents  and  camp  equipage,  but  are  not  satisfied  with  their 
arms,  which  are  chiefly  of  the  old  flint-lock  musket  altered  into  percus- 
sion. As  usual  with  troops  of  this  description,  they  all  want  rifles. 
They  were  informed  that,  for  the  present,  they  must  rest  contented  with 
such  arms  as  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Government  to  give  them.  One 
of  these  regiments  (the  Eleventh),  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Moore, 
is  very  superior  to  the  other  (the  Second),  under  Colonel  Falkner.  The 
latter  is  badly  clothed  and  very  careless  in  its  appointments.  The 
officers  are  entirely  without  military  knowledge  of  any  description, 
and  the  men  have  a  slovenly  and  unsoldier-like  appearance.  The 
other  regiment  seems  to  take  much  pride  in  its  appearance,  and  is  en- 
deavoring to  improve  itself  by  military  exercises.  All  the  infantry  reg- 
iments are  drilled  daily  in  the  school  of  the  soldier  and  company,  and 
valuable  assistance  in  this  respect  is  received  from  the  young  men  who 
have  been  instructed  at  the  military  school  at  Lexington.  But  there  is 
no  ground  in  the  immediate  vicinity  upon  which  the  maneuvers  of  a 
large  battalion  can  take  place,  consequently  there  is  a  lamentable  want 
of  knowledge  of  the  first '  principles  of  formation  into  line  and  the 
changes  of  front  and  breaking  into  column.  There  are  no  regular  reg- 
imental parades  established,  upon  which  to  form  quickly,  in  case  of 
alarm.  The  Virginia  regiments  are  only  partially  supplied  with  tents, 
and  the  main  body  of  them  are  quartered  in  houses  in  the  towns  of 
Harper's  Ferry  and  Bolivar.  Crowded  together,  as  they  necessarily 
are,  I  fear  that  utter  confusion  must  be  the  consequence  of  any  sudden 
movement  I  speak,  of  course,  only  of  the  present.  Undoubtedly  a 
proper  course  of  instruction  must  produce  its  good  effects,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  a  steady  improvement  will  take  place.  The  attention  of 
General  Johnston  has  been  called  to  these  important  points. 

The  artillery  companies  are  drilled  in  the  school  of  the  soldier,  with- 
out arms.  There  are  no  artillery  horses^and  therefore  there  is  no  such 
thing  on  the  ground  as  light  artillery.  There  are  but  four  light  pieces 
with  Captain  Pendleton's  company  at  Bolivar,  at  which  the  men  are 
instructed  in  the  manual  of  the  piece.  There  are  six  guns  with  Captain 
Imboden's  company  at  the  Point  of  Bocks.  At  this  place  also  Cap- 
tain Ashby  is  stationed,  with  two  companies  of  cavalry  and  two  hundred 
infantry,  his  total  force  amounting  to  four  hundred  men,  one  hundred 


ately  at  the  bridge  crossing  the  Potomac  from  the  Point  of  Bocks  and  at 
the  Potomac  Forge  half  a  mile  distant  His  cavalry  covers  the  country 
for  twenty  miles  to  his  rear,  while  his  attention  is  immediately  given  to 
the  line  of  railroad  from  Baltimore,  which  passes  the  Point  of  Bocks  on 
the  Maryland  side.  I  am  quite  confident  that,  with  the  vigilance  which 
is  exercised  by  Captain  Ashby,  no  enemy  can  pass  the  point  which  he 
is  directed  to  observe.  Should  he  be  assailed  from  his  rear,  say  by  way 
of  Leesburg,  he  could  easily  cross  the  bridge  and  retreat  upon  Harper's 
Ferry  j  and  in  doing  so  destroy  the  bridge,  the  piers  of  which  are  al- 
ready mined  for  such  a  contingency. 


The  naval  batteries,  under  Lieutenant  Fauntleroy,  are  placed  on  the 
northern  and  southern  salients  of  the  village  of  Harper's  Ferry,  and 
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envelope  with  their  fire  the  whole  of  the  town  of  Bolivar  and  the 
approaches  by  the  immediate  banks  of  the  Potomac  and  Shenandoah 
Rivers.  There  are  at  this  time  but  two  32-pounders  in  position  in  each 
**  battery  on  plain  platforms,  and  the  guns  on  ship's  carriages.  It  is  in- 
tended to  increase  the  number  of  guns  in  each  battery  to  six.  These 

*  batteries  would  be  very  formidable  in  resisting  an  attack  upon  the  town 
of  Harper's  Ferry. 

The  cavalry,  under  Lieut.  Col.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart,  is  in  very  good  condi- 
tion, and  quite  effective.   Their  arms  are  a  small-sized  revolver  and  a 

*  saber ;  no  carbines.  The  horses  are  good,  and  all  the  men  ride  well. 
They  are  made  exceedingly  useful  in  the  duties  of  scouts  and  vedettes, 

<r        covering  a  considerable  extent  of  country  to  the  front 
.  •  The  hospital  department  is  very  deficient  in  every  respect.  There 

V  are  a  few  beds  in  the  general  hospital,  but  there  is  no  provision  what- 
ever made  for  the  care  of  wounded  men,  in  the  event  of  an  engagement 
taking  place.   Requisitions  for  medicines  and  for  hospital  stores  have 

*  been  made  on  the  surgeon-general  at  Richmond,  and  he  is  now  earnestly 
endeavoring  to  supply  the  wants  of  this  department  at  Harper's  Ferry. 
The  general  state  of  health  in  the  regiments  was  good,  and  there  was 

r*  no  epidemic  of  any  kind.  Exposure  to  many  cold,  rainy  nights  had 
ii  caused  some  severe  colds  among  the  men  from  the  extreme  South,  and 
i*  there  were  some  cases  of  the  ordinary  camp  diseases,  but  nothing  very 
t  serious. 

if  The  clothing  of  the  troops  is  not  abundant,  and,  in  the  regiment  from 

«  Mississippi,  under  Colonel  Falkner,  almost  every  necessary  is  wanting. 
It  They  seem  to  have  come  away  from  home  without  making  proper  prepa- 
[I  rations  in  this  respect,  and,  indeed,  it  would  seem  that  they  expected 
t  to  receive  on  their  arrival  in  Virginia  all  the  appointments  of  a  soldier. 

*  Fortunately  the  approach  of  warm  weather  will  obviate  the  necessity  of 
t  a  fall  supply  of  clothing  for  these  men ;  otherwise  they  could  not  enter 
;  upon  a  campaigu  in  their  present  condition.  I  recommend  an  early  at- 
9  tention  on  the  part  of  the  proper  officers  to  this  important  subject  of 

clothing. 

I  In  regard  to  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  so  much  is  required  that  I 

(  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  enter  into  particulars.   From  what  I  can 

learn  of  the  deficiency  of  such  articles  in  the  adjacent  country  and  even 
4  in  Richmond,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Quartermaster's  Department 

i  to  cause  everything  of  the  nature  referred  to  to  be  made,  and  this  should 
f  be  done  at  once.  The  supplies  of  subsistence  are  abundant,  except  in 
i  the  item  of  bacon.   There  is  plenty  of  beet;  and  a  large  quantity  of  flour 

t  on  hand,  enough  to  last  many  months.   In  view  of  the  defense  of  the 

I  immediate  position  at  Harper's  Ferry,  there  is  now  there  an  ample  force 

for  that  purpose.   The  enemy  can  make  no  successful  attack,  either  by 
f  the  way  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  or  by  the  Maryland  Heights, 

\  both  of  which  approaches  can  easily  be  defended.   The  principal  direc 

I  tion  by  which  an  attacking  force  would  move  would  be  by  crossing  the 

Potomac  from  eight  to  fifteen  miles  above  by  fords  which  are  known 

to  be  practicable,  and  then,  moving  circuitously,  come  in  by  the  roads 
,  leading  to  the  northwestern  approach  to  the  Ferry.   The  troops  moving 

out  could  meet  the  enemy  in  several  good  positions,  and,  if  forced  back 
I  by  superior  numbers,  could  yet  take  up  their  lines  on  the  edge  of  the 

town,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  the  artillery,  could  defy  and  beat  back 

live  times  their  numbers  with  perfect  ease. 
Under  the  existing  state  of  affairs,  that  is,  with  the  means  at  hand, 

for  ofl'eusive  operations  coiniug  from  Baltimore  or  Pennsylvania,  Har- 
,  per's  Ferry  may  be  looked  ui>on  as  perfectly  safe.   But  if  the  war  is  to 

i 
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assume  much  larger  proportions,  it  might  be  possible  for  the  enemy  to 
shut  up  our  force  now  assembled  there,  and,  with  superior  numbers, 
pass  on  with  a  heavy  force  and  occupy  the  valleys  beyond,  in  Western 
Virginia.  If  this  should  ever  be  suspected  to  be  the  plans  of  the  enemy, 
of  what  use  would  it  be  to  hold  on  to  Harper's  Ferry  t  In  such  a  state 
of  affairs,  it  would  be  much  better  to  abandon  the  Ferry  altogether, 
remove  the  machinery,  destroy  the  buildings,  blow  up  the  bridge,  and 
move  out  into  the  valleys,  and  thus  maneuver  against  the  advancing 
enemy ;  in  addition  to  which  a  force  should  be  Bent  at  once  up  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  to  blow  up  the  tunnels,  and  burn  the 
bridges  on  Cheat  River,  and  otherwise  cause  such  damage  to  the  road 
as  to  render  impossible  the  passage  of  a  force  from  Wheeling  or  Parkers 
burg. 

I  inclose  a  small  sketch  of  the  position  at  Harper's  Ferry,  the  various 
roads  in  the  vicinity  being  marked  by  red  lines. 

The  major-general  commanding  will  understand  that  a  report  of  this 
nature,  being  that  of  raw  volunteers,  just  arrived  (from  long  distances 
in  several  cases),  is  not  of  so  minute  a  character  as  it  would  be  with 
troops  of  better  training  and  of  more  experience  in  war. 

Respectful! v  submitted. 

GEO.  DEAS, 
Lieut  Col,  and  Insp.  Oen.  C.  8.  Arms/. 


Williamsburg,  Va.,  May  24, 1861. 

Major-General  Lbs,  Commanding  Virginia  Forces  : 

Sm :  The  inclosed  letter  was  received  by  me  this  morning  from  Major 
Cary.  It  seemed  to  be  so  important  that  I  immediately  started  for 
this  place.  There  has  been  a  large  accession  of  force  at  Old  Point  (For 
the  details  see  the  inclosed  report  of  Major  Gary.)*  Finding,  on  my  ar- 
rival here,  that  Major  Gary  had  gone  to  Old  Point  to  see  General  Butler, 
and  considering  it  better  for  me  to  be  present  at  the  interview,  I  fol- 
lowed, and  was,  after  getting  in  proper  form  within  the  pickets  of  the 
Federal  troops,  unceremoniously  dealt  with  j  was  taken  prisoner  and 
marched  into  the  fort  By  the  kindness  of  Oolonel  Dimick  a  release 
was  at  once  given,  and  1  returned  directly  to  Williamsburg.  I  thought 
it  best  to  order  the  destruction  of  the  bridge  across  Hampton  Greek.  I 
have  given  such  general  directions  in  other  respects  as  conform  to  your 
orders. 

r— imiinriiii 

BENJ.  S.  EWELL, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Virginia  Volunteers. 


May  24,  1861—7.15  p.  m. 

[Col.  J.  B.  Maoruder  :] 

Sir  :  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  .Lieutenant-Colonel  Ewell  was  taken 
prisoner  at  Fort  Monroe;  under  what  plea  I  fcave  not  been  able  to 
understand.  I  had  requested  an  interview  with  Major-General  Butler 
(now  in  command)  this  morning,  which  was  granted  at  3.30  p.  m.  My 
main  object  was  to  ascertain  how  far  he  intended  to  take  possession  of 
Virginia  soil,  in  order  that  I  might  act  in  such  a  manner  as  to  avoid 

•  See  p.  35. 
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collision  between  our  scouts.  I  could  only  gather  from  him  that  it  was 
a  military  necessity  "  for  him  to  occupy  our  land  for  an  encampment, 
and  that  he  could  only  say  that,  if  he  was  not  interfered  with  by  bodies 
of  armed  troops,  he  would  molest  no  one.  He  indicated  his  determina- 
tion to  take  possession  of  anything  which  he  might  deem  necessary  for  his 
use.  In  accordance  with  these  principles  he  has  taken  three  of  Colonel 
Mallory's  negroes,  which  he  has  refused  to  give  up  on  application.  I  dis- 
patched to  Colonel  Ewell  a  detailed  account  of  a  reconnaissance  which 
they  made  on  yesterday  to  this  place.*  They  marched  a  regiment  of 
about  eight  hundred  men,  supported  by  a  battery  of  six  brass  pieces, 
and  perhaps  a  still  further  reserve.  I  presume  Colonel  Ewell  has  for- 
warded it  to  you.  They  are  now  encamping,  or  rather  apparently 
selecting  their  ground,  about  three-fourths  of  one  mile  distant  from  this 
place.  I  demanded  of  General  Jtatler  that  he  should  see  into  the  reason 
of  Colonel  Eweil's  arrest,  which  he  promised  me,  just  as  he  left  (when 
for  the  first  time  I  heard  of  it),  that  the  matter  should  be  attended  to. 
If  he  is  not  released  in  the  morning  I  shall  make  a  more  formal  demand 
under  a  flag  of  truce.  As  it  will  take  my  messenger  nearly  all  night  to 
reach  the  river  connection  in  the  morning,  I  must  bring  this  to  an 
abrupt  close,  craving  your  indulgence  for  its  desultory  character. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  se 

J.  B.  GABY, 
Mayor  Artillery,  Virginia  Volunteers. 

P.  8.— Lieutenant  Cutshaw  will  give  detailed  information  in  regard 
to  the  invasion  yesterday. 

Headquarters, 
Harper's  Ferry,  Fa.,  May  24, 1861. 

Ool.  R.  8.  Gabnett,  Adjutant  General: 

Colonel:  I  forward  herewith  copies  of  correspondence  between 
General  J.  E.«  Johnston,  of  the  C.  3.  Army,  and  myself.  Major  Whiting 
has  taken  charge  of  the  defenses. 

I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACK80N, 
Col.  Virginia  Volt.,  Cotndg.  at  Harper's  Ferry,  Va. 


No.  1.1 

Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  May  24,  1861. 

Colonel  Jackson,  Virginia  Forces : 

Colonel  :  Will  you  oblige  me  by  having  the  inclosed  order  copied 
and  distributed  to  the  different  regiments  t 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 

[In closure  No.  2.] 

Orders,  No.  — .]  Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  May  24, 186L 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  undersigned 
assumes  the  command  of  the  troops  at  and  in  the  vicinity  of  this  place. 

Maj.  E.  E.  McLean,  C.  S.  Army,  will  take  the  direction  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Quartermaster's  Department;  Maj.  W.  H.  0.  Whiting  those 
of  the  Engineer  Corps. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 
Briaadier-  General.  C.  8,  Army. 
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[laclosure  Mo.  3.J 

HEADQUARTERS, 
Harper^s  Ferry,  Va.,  May  24,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Johnston,  C.  8.  A.: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your 
note  of  this  morning,  requesting  the  publication  of  an  order,  as  coming 
from  yon,  assuming  the  command  of  this  post,  in  Obedience  to  the  orders 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  directing  Maj.  E.  E.  McLean,  0. 8.  Army, 
to  take  the  direction  of  the  operations  of  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment, and  Maj.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting  those  of  the  Engineer  Corps.  Until 
I  receive  further  instructions  from  Governor  Letcher  or  General  Lee,  I 
do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  transfer  my  command  to  another,  and  must 
therefore  decline  publishing  the  order.  Meanwhile  I  beg  you  to  be  as- 
sured that  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  afford  to  yourself  and  to  the  other 
officers  named  every  facility  in  my  power  for  obtaining  appropriate  in- 
formation relating  to  the  post  and  departments  of  the  service  connected 
with  it 

I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Col  Virginia  Vols,,  and  Comdg.  at  Harper's  Ferry,  Va. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  24, 186L 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  L.  Bonham,  Comdg.  Manassas  Junction,  Va.: 

General  :  Colonel  Moore's  regiment  (seven  companies)  of  Virginia 
volunteers  has  been  ordered  to  join  you  to-morrow,  and  an  additional 
battery  of  artillery.  If  strong  defensible  positions  can  be  found  on 
Bull  Bun  Creek,  or  in  advance  of  it,  it  is  advised  that  they  be  also 
occupied  and  strengthened;  but  the  position  of  Manassas  Junction, 
being  of  great  importance  to  us,  must  be  secured  by  all  means  in  your 
power* 

•  •••••• 

I  am,  &c., 

R.  S.  GARNETT, 

A  djuta  n  t-  General. 


Richmond,  Va.,  May  24,  1861. 

General  Bonham,  Manassas  Junction,  Va. : 

Send  an  express  to  Colonel  Hunton,  at  Leesburg,  to  destroy  all  the 
bridges  of  the  Loudoun  and  Hampshire  Railroad  as  far  down  towards 
Alexandria  as  possible,  and  to  keep  you  and  General  Johnston  advised 
of  the  movements  of  tne  enemy  towards  Harper's  Ferry. 

R.  E.  LEE, 
Major -General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  25, 1861. 

Brigadier-General  Bonham, 

Commanding,  &c.  Manassas  Junction,  Va. : 
Sir:  Major  Williamson,  now  on  engineer  duty  on  the  Rappahannock 
and  Potomac  Rivers,  has  been  ordered  by  telegraph  to  report  to  you. 


*  Matters  of  detail  omitted. 
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With  his  practical  knowledge  of  engineering,  and  the  assistance  of 
Lieutenant  Colonels  Ewell,  Jordan,  and  Jones,  all  capable  men,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  yon  will  be  enabled  to  adopt  judicious  means  of  defense  for 
your  position.  An  additional  regiment  of  infantry  will  be  sent  you  to- 
morrow. Be  pleased  to  make  formal  requisitions  on  the  proper  depart- 
ments for  whatever  may  be  necessary  for  your  command,  and  forward 
them  to  this  office.  As  soon  as  practicable,  the  commanding  general 
desires  a  statement  of  the  circumstances  under  which  Ball's  dragoons 
were  captured,  as  mentioned  in  your  telegraphic  dispatch. 
1  am,  &c, 

R.  S.  GARNETT, 

A  djutant-  General 

Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  25,  1861. 

CoL  0.  Ddxmock,  Ordnance  Department  : 

Colonel:  Send  four  hundred  original  percussion  muskets,  forty 
rounds  of  ammunition  for  each,  and  sixteen  thousand  caps  to  General 
Bonn  am,  at  Manassas  Junction,  as  soon  as  possible. 

By  order: 

R.  S.  GARNETT, 

Adjutant  General 

Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  24,  1861. 

Lieut  Col.  John  McCausland,  Buffalo,  Va. : 

Sir  :  Your  requisition  for  harness  for  a  battery  of  artillery  and  for 
ammunition  has  been  received.  The  Ordnance  Department  has  been 
instructed,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  supply  the  ammunition,  and  to  send 
it  to  the  care  of  Maj.  M.  G.  Harman,  at  Staunton,  who  has  been  in- 
structed to  adopt  the  safest  and  most  expeditious  means  of  sending  it 
to  you.  You  will  confer  with  him  by  letter  as  to  the  best  means  of 
doing  this.  It  is  believed  that  suitable  harness  can  be  made  or  pur- 
chased in  the  valley.  If  good,  strong  wagon-harness  can  be  made  or 
purchased,  you  are  authorized  to  direct  the  quartermaster  to  buy  it  for 
you.  There  is  none  to  be  had  here  immediately.  You  will  report  what 
can  be  done  in  this  respect.  Send  a  copy  of  this  communication  to 
Colonel  Tompkins,  commanding,  &c. 
I  am,  &c., 

R.  a  GARNETT, 

Adjutant- General 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  24,  1861. 

Col.  George  A.  Porterpield,  Commanding,  <f*\,  Grafton,  Va.  : 

Colonel:  I  have  iust  received  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  and 
regret  that  you  have  been  unsuccessful  in  organizing  the  companies  of 
volunteers  that  yon  expected.  By  this  time  the  companies  from  Staun- 
ton must  have  reached  yon;  also  one  from  Harper's  Ferry,  and  I  hope 
that  the  true  men  of  that  region  have  been  encouraged  to  come  out  into 
the  service  of  the  State.   I  will  write  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
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Harper's  Ferry  to  give  yon  all  aid  in  hi8  power,  and  I  hope  you  will 
spare  no  pains  to  presen  e  the  integrity  of  the  State,  and  to  prevent 
the  occupation  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  by  its  enemies.  In 
answer  to  your  inquiry  as  to  the  treatment  of  traitors,  I  cannot  believe 
that  any  citizen  of  the  State  will  betray  its  interests,  and  hope  all  will 
unite  in  supporting  the  policy  she  may  adopt. 
Very  respectfully,  &c, 

R.  B.  LEE, 


Fredericksburg,  May  24,  1861. 

Col.  R.  S.  Garnett,  Adjutant- General  Virginia  Forces : 

Request  General  Lee  to  send  me  one  thousand  well-disciplined  volun- 
teer infantry,  and  one  battery  of  mounted  artillery  for  field  service. 
Reply  by  telegraph.  Details  will  be  given  by  mail.  No  enemy  has 
landed  in  my  department 

D.  RUGGLES, 

Colonel. 


Headquarters, 
Fredericksburg,  Va.,  May  24, 1861. 

General  R.  S.  Garnett,  Adjutant- General  Virginia  Forces: 

Sir  :  I  have,  the  honor  to  state,  in  answer  to  the  communication  from 
the  commanding  general  of  the  forces,  dated  the  13th  instant,  that  I 
cannot  spare  the  two  companies  from  Richmond  (Captains  Wise's  and 
Cunningham's),  without  irreparable  injury  to  the  service  for  some  time 
to  come.  These  cortipa^es,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Cary,  are 
now  (in  conjunction  with  other  forces)  covering  the  Potomac  batteries 
and  avenues  of  approach,  becoming  acquainted  with  the  character  of 
the  district  and  its  natural  defenses,  thus  rendering  their  services  indis- 
pensable. 

I  have  also  to  state  (on  information)  that  the  officers  and  men  in  said 
companies  are  anxious  to  remain  here,  to  be  incorporated  with  a  regi- 
ment about  being  organized.  Their  return  to  Richmond,  it  is  said, 
would  give  the  greatest  dissatisfaction,  and  very  probably  break  np 
these  fine  companies. 

The  receipt  this  morning  of  private  advices  from  Washington  war- 
rants the  belief  that  the  enemy  contemplate  striking  a  blow  without 
much  further  delay.  Under  these  circumstances,  as  I  am  not  able  to 
place  a  sufficient  force  for  the  protection  of  the  upper  border  of  Stafford 
County,  from  which,  if  a  landing  is  once  effected,  a  flank  movement  will 
endanger  the  efficiency  of  the  Aquia  £5reek  battery,  and  as  the  force 
for  covering  the  battery  on  the  Potomac  Creek  is  not  of  sufficient  strength 
to  do  full  justice  to  the  position,  I  respectfully  recommend  that  one 
thousand  well-disciplined  volunteers  be  sent  here,  with  a  battery  of  four 
rifled  or  smooth-bore  field  guns  for  immediate  service.  With  this  re- 
enforcement  I  shall  hope  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  effecting  a  landing 
or  advancing  before  additional  (prce  may  be  concentrated  against  him. 

I  respectfully  represent  that  a  successful  debarkation  of  the  enemy 
on  this  part  of  the  Potomac  coast  would  in  all  probability  drive  a 
large  portion  of  the  population  from  between  the  Potomac  and  Rappa- 
hannock Rivers,  possessing  themselves  of  a  large  amount  of  supplies, 
(necessary  for  the  support  of  the  people  and  our  forces),  and  thus  carry 
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demoralization  and  alarm  throughout  the  State,  from  the  fact  that  a 
successful  invasion  of  oar  soil  had  been  effected.  The  position  of  the 
enemy  once  attained  between  the  Potomac  and  the  Rappahannock 
Rivers,  a  fertile  region,  filled  with  supplies  and  resources,  would,  from 
its  natural  advantages,  become  a  mos 
it  would  be  difficult  to  dislodge  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  RUGGLES, 
Colonel,  Provisional  Army,  Commanding  Forces. 


P.  S. — The  possession  of  Alexandria  by  the  enemy  exposes  the  left 
flank  of  my  line  to  his  approach,  and  to  protect  which  I  am 
ing  preparations. 


Virginia  Forces, 
Richmond,  Va.,  May  25,  1861. 

OoL  Hen  J.  S.  E  well,  Commanding,  dtc,  Williamsburg,  Va. : 

Colonel  :  I  am  instructed  by  Major-General  Lee  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  and  to  inform  you  that  he 
approves  of  your  views  respecting  the  defense  of  Hampton.  Adjutants 
of  battalions  or  regiments  must  be  appointed  from  the  lieutenants  be- 
longing to  the  battalion  or  regiment  They  cannot  be  taken  from  the 
ranks.  If  Mr.  Taliaferro  is  elected  a  lieutenant  of  one  of  the  companies 
under  your  command  General  Lee  will  request  the  governor  to  commis- 
sion him,  and  you  can  then  appoint  him  your  adjutant.  Field  pieces 
have  been  sent  to  Colonel  Magruder  at  Yorktown.  General  Lee  has  not 
heard  whether  the  lines  are  begun  at  Williamsburg.  Will  you  please 
to  inform  him  if  they  are  under  way  and  what  progress  has  been  made 
in  their  construction f  No  time  should  be  lost  in  completing  these 
works.  They  are  of  great  importance,  and  a  largo  force  shonld  be  em- 
ployed on  them.  You  are  requested  to  inform  him  what  force  you  have 
working  on  these  lines,  and,  if  insufficient,  whether  you  cannot  increase 
it  from  the  neighboring  country.  Colonel  Magruder  has  been  written  to 
upon  this  subject. 

'  JNO.  A.  WASHINGTON, 

Aide-de-Camp,  dtc. 


Virginia  Forces, 
Richmond,  Va.,  May  26,  1861. 

General  Benj.  Huobb,  Comdg.  Virginia  Forces,  Norfolk,  Va. : 

General  :  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  condition  of  Craney 
Island.  It  is  the  first  point  that  will  arrest  the  passage  of  a  vessel  to 
Norfolk ;  it  is  the  most  exposed  and  the  least  prepared  for  defense.  I 
cannot  urge  upon  you  too  strongly  the  necessity  of  putting  it  in  good 
condition.  More  troops  should  be  ordered  there,  and  laborers,  if  prac- 
ticable. If  laborers  cannot  be  obtained,  the  troops  must  work  at  the 
trenches  at  that  point  and  all  others  within  your  lines  of  defense.  A 
North  Carolina  regiment  will  leave  here  to-morrow  for  your  post. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

K.  E.  LEE, 

(ifttkflTOl.   Co  wj  fYi&Tidino 
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Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond-,  Ya.,  May  25,  1861. 

Col.  J.  B.  MAGRUDER,  Commanding,  &c.,  Yorktown,  Ya. : 

Colonel  :  Your  letter  of  the  24th  instant0  has  just  been  received.  I 
understand  there  is  no  cavalry  at  Fort  Monroe,  no  baggage  wagons, 
and  but  one  company  of  light  artillery.  I  do  not  think  an  immediate 
movement  by  land  may  be  expected,  but  I  wish  yon  to  be  prepared  for 
any  emergency.  According  to  reports  in  this  office,  there  must  be 
three  companies  of  cavalry  under  your  command.  1  will  order  to  you 
five  more.  We  have  no  wagons  yet  for  service  with  troops  in  the  field. 
It  is  supposed  that  you  will  find  no  difficulty  in  procuring  wagons  and 
teams  in  the  neighborhood,  as  many  persons  in  that  section  of  the 
country  engaged  in  the  wood  trade,  which  is  now  suspended,  must  have 
them  on  hand.  You  will  please  see  what  arrangements  you  can  make 
for  hiring  or  purchasing  the  same  through  your  quartermaster,  and  let 
him  make  a  report  to  the  chief  quartermaster  at  this  place. 
I  am,  &c, 

R.  E.  LEE, 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forges, 

Richmond,  Ya.,  May  25, 1861. 

Col.  J.  B.  Magruder,  Commanding,  dtc.,  Yorktown,  Ya.  : 

€olonel  :  Two  Impounder  brass  pieces  have  been  directed  to  be  sent 
you  at  Yorktown,  which  may  be  applied  to  the  land  defenses  either 
below  Yorktown  or  Williamsburg,  as  you  may  deem  best.  Two  8-inch 
columbiads  are  also  sent  to  you  at  Yorktown,  and,  if  not  wanted  for  tin- 
water  defense,  they  had  better  be  applied  to  the  land,  either  there  or 
at  Williamsburg.  I  again  urge  upon  you  the  necessity  of  the  line  of 
defenses  between  the  heads  of  Queen  and  College  Creeks,  about  which 
Colonel  Ewell  has  already  received  instructions.  Colonel  Ewell  had 
better  be  directed  to  apply  all  the  force  he  can  procure  to  the  erection 
of  those  lines.  Captains  Rives  and  Meade,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  are 
on  duty  in  the  peninsula,  and  subject  to  your  orders.  Should  the  lines 
below  Williamsburg  not  have  been  surveyed  and  laid  out,  they  had 
better  be  put  at  it  directly. 
I  am,  &c, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

M  UJV7    uCWf  Ml,   ^yl/W*7/*t*7M*»  Hif . 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Ya.,  May  25, 1861. 

Col.  Wm.  B.  Taliaferro,  Commanding  Gloucester  Point,  Ya.: 

Colonel  :  Colonel  Talcott  will  direct  Captain  Smith,  of  the  Engineer 
Corps,  now  at  West  Point,  to  take  charge  of  the  construction  of  the 
battery  at  Gloucester  Point.  He  will  be  subject  to  your  orders  for  the 
general  purposes  of  defense,  but  will  conform  ?to  the  instructions  of 
Colonel  Talcott  as  regards  the  plaus  and  details  of  the  work.  You  are 
desired  to  urge  forward  the  completion  of  all  the  batteries,  both  for  the 
water  and  land  defense,  for  which  purpose  it  will  be  desirable  for  you 

'See  p.  3CT 
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to  collect  as  large  a  force  of  laborers  as  you  can.   It  is  hoped  that,  by 
the  united  exertions  of  yourself  and  Captain  Preston,  more  troops  shall 
be  collected  from  the  counties  of  Matthews,  Gloucester,  and  King  and 
Queen.   Wo  have  no  troops  here  to  send  you. 
I  am,  &c, 

B.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  25, 1861. 

Hon.  L.  Pope  Walker,  Secretary  of  War,  Montgomery,  Ala. : 

Sir  :  Being  very  much  embarrassed  in  furnishing  the  troops  which 
have  been  called  into  service  by  the  State  of  Virginia  with  arms,  ammu- 
nition, and  the  necessary  accouterments,  on  account  of  the  limited  sup- 
ply and  the  small  size  of  our  arsenal  and  workshops,  I  beg  leave  to 
suggest  that  the  troops  ordered  to  this  State  may  come  provided  with 
arms,  ammunition,  cartridge-boxes,  knapsacks,  haversacks,  and  all  other 
necessary  equipments,  and  that  their  organization  be  as  complete  as 
practicable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 


Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  May  25, 1861. 

Col.  K.  S.  Garnett,  Adjutant-General  Virginia  Forces: 

Colonel  :  Subsequent  to  mailing  to  you  yesterday  the  communica- 
tion in  which  I  refused  to  recognize  General  J.  E.  Johnston's  authority 
to  assume  command  here,  I  was  furnished  with  the  following  indorse- 
on  an  application : 

to  General  J.  E.  Johnston,  commanding  officer  at  Harper's  Ferry. 
Major-General  Lee : 

JOHN  A.  WASHINGTON, 

Jtfo-dc-Camp. 

Immediately  on  receiving  this  information  I  complied  with  General 
Johnston's  request,  and  published  his  order  assuming  command. 
I  am,  colonel,  youn  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Colonel  Virginia  Volunteers. 


Yorktown,  Va.,  May  26, 1861. 

Maj.  J.  B.  CART,  Commanding  near  Hampton : 

Sir :  I  have  not  been  able  to  see  Colonel  Ewell  since  my  arrival  here. 
We  learn  from  Mr.  White,  a  member  of  your  troop,  that  you  are  prob- 
ably at  Back  River,  and  that  you  have  been  joined  by  a  company  of 
rifles  and  one  of  artillery,  the  latter  with  two  or  three  pieces.  If  so,  you 
must  be  very  careful  not  to  be  cut  off  by  a  larger  party  getting  in  your 
rear.  It  would  be  difficult  for  you  to  bring  off  your  pieces  if  the  enemy 
got  in  your  rear.  You  will  therefore  keep  mounted  sentinels  at  night 
at  or  near  Newport  News  wharf,  on  your  right,  and  at  nil  the  proper 
points  on  your  left ;  and  should  you  discover  a  design  to  cut  yon  off, 
you  must  withdraw  in  time  to  prevent  it.   It  would  be  very  desirable 
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to  have  the  artillery  drawn  by  horses  or  moles.  Ordinary  wagon 
harness  will  answer,  and  the  people  of  the  country  ought  to  furnish 
the  horses.  If  you  cannot  get  the  horses  you  will  lose  your  pieces,  if 
the  enemy  choose  to  send  a  force  up  James  River  much  larger  than 
yours.  I  therefore  think  that  you  had  better  send  your  artillery  to 
Hood's  Mill,  about  ten  miles  from  here.  Place  it  strongly  there,  pro- 
tected by  your  rifles,  and  keep  your  cavalry,  as  usual,  in  sight  of  Fort 
Monroe.  In  this  way  you  would  show  front  to  the  fort,  and  place  your 
guns  and  rifles  in  sate  connection  with  this  point 

I  have  established  an  express  to  Richmond  from  here.  Please  send 
me  your  dispatches  by  one  of  your  mounted  men  whenever  you  observe 
anything  worth  communicating,  and  I  will  forward  it  to  General  Lee 
by  the  special  express.  I  will  be  down  to  see  you  as  soon  as  I  arrange 
affairs  here. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER. 


Yorktown,  Va.,  May  25, 1861. 

Gol.  R.  S.  Gabnett,  Adjutant- Genera  I  Virginia  Forces: 

Sir  :  I  found  the  battery  of  heavy  guns  progressing  slowly.  The 
time  at  which  the  negroes  were  promised  to  return  to  their  masters 
having  arrived,  they  were  discharged  by  the  engineer.  I  have  ordered 
four  hundred  men  of  the  command  to  be  set  to  work  to-morrow  morning 
on  this  battery,  and  as  soon  as  I  can  select  the  defensive  positions 
towards  the  interior,  which  will  be  to-morrow  morning,  I  shall  commence 
the  intrenchments  there  and  prosecute  them  vigorously.  Colonel  Ewell 
has  returned.   I  have  not  yet  seen  him. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER. 


Headquarters  Hampton  Like, 

Yorktown,  Va.,  May  25, 1861. 

Col  T.  P.  August: 

Sir:  Colonel  Magruder  directs  that  you  remain  at  Williamsburg 
until  further  orders,  prepared  to  move  at  any  moment  with  your  regi- 
ment, with  rations,  &c,  prepared.  He  also  requests  that  yourself  and 
Colonel  Ewell  come  over  and  see  him ;  also,  that  you  send  directly  the 
horse,  saddle,  bridle,  &c.,  that  was  sent  down  with  your  regiment,  to 
be  turned  over  to  me  for  the  use  of  the  assistant  adjutant  general's 
department. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  A.  THORNTON, 
First  Lieutenant,  Assistant  Adjutant- General 


Fredericksburg,  Va.,  May  25,  1861. 

Col.  R.  S.  Garnett: 

I  have  just  learned  that  Captain  Lynch  is  about  withdrawing  two  of 
the  heavy  guns  from  the  Aquia  Creek  Battery,  without  substituting 
others,  with  the  view  of  removing  them  to  Potomac  Creek  Bridge.  This 
change  does  not  conform  to  my  conviction  as  to  the  best  use  of  these 
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guns.  The  Potomac  Bridge  can  be  turned  in  any  direction,  and  I  am 
preparing  for  its  destruction  when  necessary.   It  is  my  hope  to  keep 
the  enemy  from  landing,  and  keep  communication  open  with  the  land. 
Please  answer. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  26,  186L 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  L„  Bonham, 

Commanding,  dr.,  Manatsas  Junction,  VcC. : 

SrR :  In  reply  to  your  inquiries  of  the  24th  instant,  I  inclose  a  copy 
of  Special  Orders,  No.  39,  of  the  10th  instant,  which,  with  Special  Orders, 
No.  05,  of  the  21st  instant,  and  the  schedule  to  the  governor's  procla- 
mation of  the  3d  instant,  contain  all  orders  that  have  been  issued  in  re- 
lation to  the  1  units  of  your  command.  Special  Orders,  No.  95,  gave  you 
control  of  the  troops  at  Culpeper  Court-House,  and,  of  course,  of  Colonel 
E  well  with  them.  On  inquiry  at  the  Exchange,  I  am  informed  that  the 
M  return  n  of  troops  on  the  Alexandria  line  has  been  forwarded  to  you. 
The  commanding  general  desires  to  be  informed,  as  early  as  practicable, 
of  the  exact  extent  to  which  the  Loudoun  and  Hampshire  Railroad  has 
been  destroyed  in  the  direction  of  Alexandria. 
I  am,  &c, 

R.  S.  GABNETT, 

Adjutant-  QmeraL 

pMnanal 

Special  Orders,  \         Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

No.  39.         }  Richmond,  Va.,  May  10,  1801. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

H.  CoL  G.  H.  Terrett,  of  the  Provisional  Army  of  Virginia,  will  take 
charge  of  the  troops  from  the  counties  of  Alexandria,  Fairfax,  Loudoun, 
Prince  William,  and  Fauquier,  and  the  defense  of  those  counties. 

IIL  CoL  P.  St.  George  Cocke,  Virginia  Volunteers,  will  retain  his 
headquarters  at  or  near  Culpeper  Court- House,  and  organize  into  regi- 
ments as  fast  as  possible  the  troops  called  out  from  the  counties  of  Rap- 
pahannock, Culpeper.  Madison,  Greene,  Orange,  Albemarle,  Nelson, 
Amherst,  Campbell,  Bedford,  Roanoke,  Botetourt,  and  Craig,  assigning 
to  their  command  the  field  officers  placed  at  his  disposal.  He  will  direct 
the  commands  of  Cols.  S.  Garland  and  J.  F.  Preston  to  repair  to  Ma- 
nassas Junction  and  report  for  duty  to  Colonel  Terrett. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Bv  order  of  Maior-General  Lee: 

R.  S.  GARNETT. 

Special  Orders,  >         Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

No.  95.         )  Richmond,  Va.,  May  21,  1861. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  L.  Bonham,  of  the  C.  S.  Army,  is  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  troops  on  the  line  to  Alexandria.  He  will  post  his 
brigade  of  South  Carolina  volunteers  at  the  Manassas  Junction,  and 
establish  his  headquarters  at  that  point  or  in  advance,  as  he  may  find 
necessary.   He  will  be  guided  by  the  instructions  given  to  Col.  George 
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H.  Terrett,  commanding  at  Alexandria,  and  to  Col.  P.  St  George  Cocke, 

at  Cnlpeper  Conrt-House,  whose  commands  are  embraced  within  his 

district,  and  are  put  under  his  control. 

•  •••••  • 

By  order  of  Major-General  Lee: 

B.  S.  GABNETT, 

Adjutant-  General 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  26,  1861. 

CoL  J.  B.  Maoruder,  Commanding,  &c,  Torhtown,  Va.: 

Colonel  :  I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  25th  instant 
In  reply,  I  would  state  that  I  do  not  think  it  advisable  to  receive  the 
company  of  cavalry  from  Gloucester.  The  Varina  Troop,  Capt.  Abner 
Aiken,  and  a  company  from  Charles  City  County,  have  already  been 
orderea  to  you.  The  insufficiency  of  forage,  to  which  you  have  alluded, 
and  the  unsuitability  of  the  country  for  the  action  of  cavalry,  densely 
covered  as  it  is  by  woods  and  intersected  by  creeks,  nearly  render  it 
necessary  to  diminish  the  number  of  companies  which  you  were  yester- 
day informed  would  be  sent  you.  I  request  that  you  will  inform  me 
how  many  companies  you  will  need  and  how  many  can  be  provided  for, 
as  it  is  impossible  to  send  you  forage  from  Bichmond. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

R.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forges, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  26,  1861. 

Col.  Daniel  Buggles,  Commanding,  Fredericksburg,  Va.  : 

Colonel  :  Your  letter  of  the  24th  instant  is  at  hand.  The  com- 
manding general  desires  you  to  report  what  number  of  companies  you 
have  called  out  and  mustered  into  the  service  in  the  lower  counties  of 
the  Bappahannock  and  Potomac  Bivers,  what  description  of  troops  they 
are,  and  where  they  are  now  stationed.  It,  after  the  arrival  of  the 
Second  Begiment  Tennessee  Volunteers  and  the  battery  of  four  6- 
pounders,  you  deemyour  force  still  insufficient  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check 
until  other  re-enforcements  could  reach  you,  it  is  suggested  that  you 
might  draw  from  the  counties  before  mentioned  such  companies  as  might 
be  best  spared  from  their  present  localities.  If  your  mounted  force  is 
not  already  sufficient,  and  the  service  of  Captain  Cauthorn's  company 
is  deemed  indispensable,  you  can  muster  it  into  service. 
I  am,  &c, 

B.  8.  GABNETT, 

A  djutant-  General 


Headquarters, 
Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  May  26,  1861. 

Col.  B.  S.  Gaenett, 

Adjutant-General  Virginia  Forces,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

Colonel:  i  respectfully  transmit  herewith  a  statement  of  the  amount 
of  ammunition  on  hand. 

The  quantity  in  possession  of  the  troops  does  not  exceed  twelve  or 
fifteen  rounds,  the  force  in  this  vicinity  being  about  five  thousand  two 
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hundred  men.  The  statement  includes  what  is  still  in  the  Ordnance 
Department,  and  is  exclusive  of  the  twelve  or  fifteen  rounds  issued.  I 
respectfully  suggest  the  importance  of  instant  measures  to  send  an 
additional  supply  as  soon  as  possible.  There  is  scarcely  half  enough 
here  for  an  action. 

We  are  observing  the  river  from  Williamsport  to  the  Point  of  Bocks, 
at  least  thirty  miles.  Our  force  is  too  small,  however,  to  prevent  inva- 
sion by  an  enemy  strong  enough  to  be  willing  to  attempt  it  To  hold 
this  point  and  observe  the  river  above  the  Point  of  Bocks  would  require 
fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  men.  This  position  can  be  turned  easily 
and  effectively  from  above  and  below.  After  turning  it,  an  enemy  at- 
tacking in  the  rear  would  have  decided  advantage  of  ground  against  so 
small  a  force  as  our  present  one.  Should  the  enemy  cross  the  river  the 
troops  in  this  vicinity  would  be  best  employed  in  trying  to  retard  his 
advance  into  the  country.  Their  utter  want  of  discipline  and  instruction 
will  render  it  difficult  to  use  them  in  the  field.  I  beg  to  receive  the 
views  and  instructions  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  in  relation  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  troops  under  my  command  can  best  be  used. '  I 
am  procuring  wagons  to  march,  if  necessary. 

Captain  Ashby,  commanding  near  the  Point  of  Books,  was  instructed 
by  my  predecessor  to  break  the  railroad  whenever  he  found  such 


Captain  Ashby  reported  this  morning  that  in  consequence  of  in- 
telligence just  received  he  was  about  to  throw  a  mass  of  rook  upon  it, 
by  blasting. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON. 
Brigadier- General.  C.  8,  Army. 


Memorandum  in  relation  to  Harper's  Ferry. 

[May  26, 1861.] 

There  is  no  danger  of  attack  in  front,  but  the  position  is  easily  turned 
by  crossing  the  river  above  or  below.  The  present  force  is  not  sufficient 
for  defense  against  a  superior  one,  attacking  from  the  Virginia  side. 
Belief,  in  case  of  investment,  could  not  be  furnished.  Considered  as  a 
position,  I  regard  Harper's  Ferry  as  untenable  by  us  at  present  against 
a  strong  enemy.  We  have  outposts  at  the  Point  of  Bocks,  near  the  ferry 
at  Williamsport.  and  the  bridge  at  Shepherdstown,  the  extreme  points 
being  at  least  thirty  miles  apart.  Our  effective  force,  including  those 
detachments  and  two  others  on  the  opposite  heights,  is  about  five  thou- 
sand men,  with  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  cartridges  and  seventy- 
five  thousand  percussion  caps.  The  only  way  in  which  this  force  can  be 
made  useful,  I  think,  is  by  rendering  it  movable,  and  employing  it  to 
prevent  or  retard  the  enemy's  passage  of  the  Potomac,  and,  should  he 
effect  the  crossing,  in  opposing  his  advance  into  the  country.  This  I 
shall  endeavor  to  do, -unless  instructed  to  the  contrary.  Orders  to  pro- 
vide wagons  have  been  given.  Cartridges  have  been  made  at  the  rate 
of  fout  thousand  per  diem.  I  have  directed  increase  of  the  force  em- 
ployed. Bullet-molds  and  cartridge-paper  are  wanting,  and  may  not  bo 
procured. 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON. 
Brigadier-General,  0.  8.  Army 

56  k  r— vol  n 


Digitized  by  Google 


882  OPERATIONS  IN  MD.,  PA.,  VA.,  AND  W.  VA.        IChat.  IX 

General  Orders,  \        Headquarters  Virginia  Forges, 

No.  20.  f  Richmond,  Va.,  May  26, 1861. 

The  commanding  officers  at  Eichmond,  Norfolk,  Fredericksburg,  and 
Harper's  Ferry,  of  the  Alexandria  line  and  the  Hampton  line,  will  be 
considered  as  commanding  separate  departments,  in  the  sense  of  the 
sixty-fifth  article  of  war,  and  are  authorized  to  order  general  courts  - 
martial. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Lee : 

R.  S.  GARNETT, 

Adjutant  General. 


Norfolk,  Va.,  May  27, 1861—11.30  a.  m. 

Major-General  Lee  : 

Seven  steamers,  with  troops,  have  been  and  are  now  landing  men  at 
Newport  News.  Other  steamers,  with  troops,  arrived  at  Old  Point  this 
morning. 

BENJ.  HUGER. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forges, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  27, 1861. 

Brigadier-General  Huger,  Commanding,  dsc,  Norfolk,  Va, : 

Sir:  From  the  foots  stated  in  your  telegram  received  to-day  I  think 
it  not  improbable  that  the  object  of  the  troops  which  are  landing  at 
Newport  News  may  be  either  to  ascend  Nansemond  River  to  the  town 
of  Suffolk,  or,  if  that  river  be  too  well  protected  for  this,  to  cross  James 
River  to  Burwell's  Bay,  and  thence,  by  land,  to  Suffolk,  or  some  point 
of  the  railroad.  The  effect  of  either  of  these  movements  will  be  to  cut 
off  your  communication  with  Richmond,  and  I  take  the  liberty  of  call- 
ing your  attention  to  this,  as  I  know  the  pressure  of  the  duties  now 
upon  you.  I  would  recommend  that  you  telegraph  the  governor  of 
North  Carolina  to  hasten  the  movements  of  those  troops  which  are 
destined  for  Norfolk.  Va,  if  they  have  not  already  arrived,  and  to 
recommend  that  he  dispatch  a  sufficient  force  to  Suffolk. 
I  am,  general,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  27, 1861. 

Lieut.  John  M.  Brooke,  Virginia  Navy,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Petersburg,  and  if  the  company  from  Fort 
Powhatan  meets  you  there  you  will  conduct  it  to  Zuni,  and  endeavor 
to  make  temporary  arraugements  for  its  accommodation.  You  will 
give  instructions  to  the  commanding  officer  to  guard  the  bridges  over 
that  liver,  and  how  to  proceed  in  the  eveut  of  the  approach  ,of  the 
U.  S.  troops  in  force.  Should  the  company  not  have  reached  Peters- 
burg on  your  arrival,  you  will  leave  orders  for  it  to  follow  to  Zuni, 
where  you  will  post  it.  If  you  find  it  necessary,  you  will  continue  to 
Norfolk  and  concert  with  the  president  of  the  road  the  best  measures 
to  be  taken  to  guard  it.   After  this,  you  will  return  to  this  point.  You 
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are  authorized  to  make  a  requisition  upon  the  commanding  general  at 
Norfolk  for  any  necessary  articles  which  may  be  obtained  at  that  place 
With  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  E.  LBE, 
General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  27,  1861. 
Col.  J.  B.  Mageudek,  Commanding,  do.,  Yorktown,  Va.  : 

Sir:  I  have  received  information,  by  telegraph,  to-day  from  Norfolk 
that  the  Federal  troops  are  landing  at  Newport  News.  I  deem  it  proper 
to  inform,  you  of  this,  as  it  may  be  their  intention  to  move  on  to  War- 
wick Court- House,  and  thence,  by  the  road,  to  Yorktown.  Captains 
Cosby  and  Hood,  of  the  Confederate  Army,  have  been  ordered  to  report 
to  you  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  the  cavalry  troop. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  27,  1861. 

Col.  J.  A.  Early, 

Virginia  Volunteers,  Commanding,  &c.,  Lynchburg,  Va. : 

Colonel:  The  commanding  general  instructs  me  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  26th  instant,*  and  to  express  to  you  his 
satisfaction  with  the  manner  in  which  you  repressed  the  difficulty 
among  the  companies  under  your  command  in  relation  to  their  arms. 
There  are  no  cavalry  arms  here  to  issue,  unless  your  companies  would 
be  willing  to  accept  flint-lock  pistols,  of  which  we  have  only  two  hun- 
dred and  ten. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  8.  GABNETT, 

Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  27, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding,  dbc,  Harper3*  Ferry,  Va. : 

General:  In  a  letter  from  Colonel  Jackson,  of  the  21st  instant, 
lately  received,  he  speaks  of  the  want  of  an  ordnance  or  artillery  officer 
at  your  post.  There  is  none  at  present  available,  but  Major  Ebsey,  of 
the  Confederate  Army,  has  been  ordered  here,  and  I  will  endeavor  to 
place  him  on  duty  with  you.  Mean ti mo  I  have  thought  that  the  serv- 
ices of  Colonel  Jackson  might  be  applied  to  the  mounting  and  preparing 
the  batteries  for  service.  The  proper  defense  of  the  country  west  of 
you  and  the  command  of  the  railroad  through  that  region  is  deemed 
very  important  to  the  safety  of  your  position,  and  it  is  hoped  you  will 
be  able  to  take  measures  to  maintain  it,  or  prevent  the  use  of  the  road 
to  invaders  of  the  State.  It  is  thought  probable  that  you  might  add 
to  the  comfort  of  your  command  by  procuring,  or  causing  to  be  procured, 

-Not  found. 
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at  Winchester  camp  equipage  for  those  companies  said  to  be  in  want, 
and  that  arrangements  might  be  made  there  for  making  cartridge-boxes, 
haversacks,  &c 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
(} cjicTcil  Com ma nditig 

Headquabters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  27, 1861. 

Col.  George  A.  Porterfield,  Commanding,  dr.,  Grafton,  Va.: 

Sir  :  I  have  to  inform  yon  that  I  have  ordered  one  thousand  muskets, 
with  a  sufficient  supply  of  powder  and  lead,  to  Beverly,  escorted  by  Col- 
onel Heck  and  Major  Cowan.  Any  instructions  you  may  have  for  Col- 
onel Heck,  address  to  him  at  Beverly.  Colonel  Heck  has  been  instructed 
to  call  out  all  the  volunteers  that  he  can  along  his  route. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Virginia  Forges, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  27, 1861. 

Capt  E.  Rupfin,  Jr.,  Virginia  Volunteers: 

Sir  :  Ton  will  proceed  with  the  company  under  your  command  to 
BurwelPs  Bay,  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  in  order  to  give 
notice  of  his  approach,  should  he  land  in  that  vicinity  and  attempt  to 
penetrate  towards  the  railroad.  In  that  case  you  will  immediately  dis- 
patch messengers  to  Suffolk  and  to  Zuni,  where  the  Norfolk  and  Peters- 
burg Railroad  crosses  the  Blackwater.  You  will  then  keep  in  front  of 
the  enemy,  to  observe  his  motions  and  retard  his  advance.  Should  it 
be  necessary  to  communicate  with  you,  such  communications  will  be 
sent  through  the  Smith  field  post-office. 
Very  respectfully, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 

P.  S.— Upon  your  arrival  at  BurwelPs  Bay  you  will  inform  the 
commanding  at  Zuni,  in  order  that  you  may  act  in  concert. 


Headquarters, 

Yorktown,  Va.,  May  27,  1861. 

Colonel  Gaenett,  Adjutant- General: 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received,  by  a  special  messenger  from  Major  Cary, 
the  following  dispatch :  "  The  enemy  are  landing  at  Newport  News. 
Five  steamers  are  up  James  River.  Destination  unknown.  Please 
send  down  cavalry  immediately."  I  have  not  a  single  horseman,  and 
cannot  get  one.  A  large  force  of  cavalry,  as  I  have  stated  before,  seems 
to  me  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  to  learn  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 
Major  Cary  is  falling  back  with  only  thirty-five  men,  the  rest  of  the 
troops  being  engaged  in  removing  their  families.  The  five  steamers  are 
reported  by  the  express  as  being  filled  with  troops.  1  am  of  the  impres- 
sion that  this  is  intended  to  be  an  attack  on  our  flanks. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

Colonel,  Commanding . 
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Colonel  Garnett: 

See  if  you  can  get  some  cavalry  off  to  Colonel  Magrnder.  Should  an 
advance  be  made  by  Williamsburg,  Randolph's  battery,  with  the  others 
here,  must  be  sent  down.  Send  those  artillery  companies  from  Lynch- 
burg to  Craney  Island  and  Jamestown. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


Yorktottm,  Va.,  May  27, 1861—3  p.  m 

Colonel  Garnett,  Adjutant- General : 

Sir  :  I  am  instructed  by  Colonel  Magruder  to  inform  you  that,  althoug] 
he  had  been  positively  assured  by  Major  Gary  that  five  steamers  had 
proceeded  up  James  River  (destination  unknown),  they  have  not  yet 
made  their  appearance  at  Grove  Wharf  or  King's  Mill,  and  that,  should 
they  land  at  either  of  the  above-mentioned  places,  his  present  force 
would  be  insufficient  to  resist  them  effectually.  .  I  am  also  instructed  to 
inform  you  that  for  the  want  of  cavalry  he  has  been  obliged  to  disorgan- 
ize his  artillery,  in  order  that  they  may  act  as  vedettes.  Under  any 
circumstances,  though,  you  may  depend  upon  this  place  being  defended, 
and  held  for  two  or  three  days  at  least. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

GEO.  A.  MAGRUDER,  Jr~ 

Acting  Aide- de- vamp. 

P.  S. — This  is  informal,  but  I  have  not  time  to  correct  it.  Please 
excuse  the  informality. 

J.  B.  M. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forges, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  27, 1861. 

Major  Wilson,  Commanding,  do.,  Fort  Powhatan,  Va. ; 

Direct  one  company  of  infantry  to  proceed  to  Petersburg  in  time  for 
the  downward  train  to  Norfolk  to-morrow.  It  will  receive  orders  on  its 
arrival   Carry  five  days'  provisions. 

R.  B.  LEE. 


Special  Crders,  I  Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

No.  126.        f  Richmond,  Va.,  May  27, 186L 

The  volunteers  from  the  State  of  Maryland,  accepted  into  the  service 
of  Virginia,  will  assemble  at  Charlestown,  Va.,  and  be  there  organized 
into  regiments  by  Col.  Francis  J.  Thomas  and  instructed  in  their 
duties.  This  command  will  be  under  the  orders  of  the  commanding 
officer  at  Harper's  Ferry  for  service  on  that  frontier. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Lee : 

R.  a  GAENETT, 

Adjutant-  General* 
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Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Virginia  Forges, 

No.  127.        J  Richmond,  Va.,  May  27,  1861. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  cavalry  camp  at  Ashland  will  select 
the  four  companies  of  his  command  best  prepared  for  actual  service  in 
the  field,  and  prepare  them  to  move  by  railroad  to  Manassas  Junction. 
Two  of  these  companies  will  take  the  cars  on  Wednesday,  at  such  hour 
and  place  as  the  railroad  officers  may  appoint  with  the  Quartermaster's 
Department,  and  will  be  followed  on  the  next  day  by  the  two  remain- 
ing companies.  The  four  companies  will  be  placed  under  the  command 
of  Maj.  Julian  Harrison,  Virginia  volunteers,  who  will  report  to  Briga- 
dier-General Bonham  on  their  arrival  at  Manassas  Junction.  They  will 
be  provided  with  at  least  one  day's  cooked  rations  for  the  journey. 

By  order  of  Major-General  Lee : 

K.  8.  GABNETT, 

Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters, 
Yorktoum,  Fa.,  May  27, 1861. 

Col.  B.  8.  Garnett  : 

Sir  :  The  women  and  children  have  been  passing  here  all  day  from 
Hampton,  and  Major  Cary  also  is  retreating  on  this  place  with  about 
sixty-five  men,  out  of  some  two  hundred,  which  he  had  a  day  or  two 
since— the  remainder  of  his  men  being  occupied  attending  to  their  re- 
treating families.  He  left  two  pieces  of  indifferent  artillery  behind  him 
within  three  miles  of  Hampton.  I  sent  down  for  these  to-night,  and 
think  they  will  be  here,  or  at  least  in  a  place  of  safety  by  daylight. 
Since  my  last  dispatch,  which  I  sent  through  Colonel  E  well,  further  in- 
telligence has  reached  me,  to  the  effect  that  a  large  body  of  troops,  some 
two  thousand  five  hundred  or  three  thousand,  perhaps  exaggerated, 
marched  out  of  Old  Point  by  the  head  of  Hampton  Creek,  the  bridge  by 
Hampton  having  been  burned,  passed  through  Hampton,  and  marched 
to  Newport  News  and  united  with  those  who  landed  there  to-day,  mak- 
ing, by  the  smallest  acconnts,  five  thousand  men.  The  statement  with 
regard  to  the  number  of  troops  may  be  inaccurate,  but  from  official  re- 
ports, from  Major  Cary  and  otherwise,  there  is  a  very  considerable  body 
of  Federal  troops  occupying  that  place,  from  which  they  can  march  to 
this  place  in  one  day  with  ease,  or  can  reach  this  place  more  rapidly  by 
landing  their  troops  at  Grove  Landing,  on  James  River,  about  eight 
miles  from  here,  and  over  a  road  not  easily  defensible  by  inferior  num- 
bers. This  landing  is  on  my  right  and  rear,  being,  as  I  said  before,  only 
eight  miles  from  here  and  seven  miles  from  Williamsburg,  the  distance 
from  the  latter  place  to  this  being  twelve  miles,  and  Williamsburg  itself 
being  northwest  from  us.  Colonel  Ewell  reports  to-day  that  he  has  only 
'one  hundred  and  eighty  men  under  his  command,  and  Colonel  August, 
whom  I  left  there  because  I  saw  that  Williamsburg  was  very  much  ex- 
posed, has  only  between  six  and  seven  hundred  men. 

I  shall  urge  upon  Colonel  Ewell  your  instructions  in  reference  to  the 
defenses  between  the  heads  of  Queen  and  College  Creeks,  directing  him 
to  employ  all  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  his  command  as  laborers,  all 
€he  troops  here  being  employed  night  and  day  in  this  capacity.  To-day 
he  informs  me  that  he  has  moved  his  force  and  that  of  Colonel  August 
towards  Grove  Landing,  keeping,  however,  I  presume,  his  laborers 
employed  upon,  the  defenses  between  Queen  and  College  Creeks  and  in 
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front  of  Williamsburg.  I  have  not  had  a  moment's  time  to  examine  the 
country  farther  than  within  the  circumference  of  seven  or  eight  miles. 
I  therefore  have  not  been  to  Williamsburg.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied, 
however,  that  if  the  enemy  land  in  force  at  either  of  the  places  on  the 
James  River  above  mentioned  and  march  upon  Williamsburg,  it  will 
fall,  unless  strongly  re-enforced,  or  unless  I  march  to  operate  on  bis 
flank  and  rear  while  he  is'  making  the  attack,  in  which  case  I  should 
leave  this  point  entirely  uncovered  and  expose  it  to  an  attack  in  its 
rear  from  Fort  Monroe.  This  place  carried,  Gloucester  Point  is  com- 
manded, and  the  enemy's  ships  enter  York  River.  In  case  of  such  an 
alternative,  I  should  decide  to  defend  this  place  to  the  last,  unless  I 
was  satisfied  that  I  could  march  upon  the  enemy,  beat  him,  and  return 
in  time  to  meet  an  attack  from  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Monroe. 
Anticipating  before  I  left  Richmond  that  the  landing  places  below 
Jamestown  Island  would  soon  become  insecure,  I  wrote  from  the  depot 
to  the  Quartermaster  G em  ral  a  note,  begging  him  to  send  some  lighters 
of  an  appropriate  kind  to  ply  between  Jamestown  Island  and  the  main- 
land on  the  road  to  Williamsburg,  to  enable  the  commanding  general 
to  throw  rapidly  into  the  latter  place,  if  he  thought  proper,  the  necessary 
troops  and  supplies.  I  do  not  know  if  this  has  been  done.  It  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  the  facilities  of  both  rivers  should  be  used  to  the 
utmost  to  carry  on  vigorously  military  operations  in  the  country  em- 
braced between  them.  I  know  the  troops  are  needed  on  every  line, 
but  I  believe  I  cannot  overrate  the  importance  of  preserving  a  numerical 
superiority  of  all  arms  over  the  enemy  on  the  line  of  operations  between 
this  place  and  Jamestown,  the  lowest  defensible  points  on  the  two 
rivers,  while  the  works  between  Queen  and  College  Creeks  are  being 
erected.  I  would  respectfully  represent,  therefore,  that  the  line  from 
Yorktown  to  Jamestown  be  occupied  by  from  eight  to  ten  thousand 
men,  and  the  defenses  at  the  extremities — that  is,  at  mouth  of  York 
River  and  Jamestown  Island,  be  strengthened  in  every  conceivable 
manner.  I  wanted  Colonel  Eweil  to  cause  to  be  collected  the  most 
combustible  materials  at  the  wharfs  at  the  landings  below  Jamestown 
Island,  and  to  cause  these  wharfs  to  be  burned  whenever  the  enemy,  in 
great  force,  makes  an  unmistakable  demonstration  to  land.  I  close  for 
fear  of  detaining  the  steamer.  The  second  navy  gun  is  in  position,  and 
I  hone  the  third  will  be  to-morrow  night 

Major  Cary  and  his  command  have  just  arrived,  confirming  the 
report  of  a  large  collection  of  troops  at  Newport  News,  and  the  presence, 
near  that  point,  of  a  large  fleet,  destination  unknown.  I  beg  leave  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  General-in-Chief  earnestly  to  the  fact  that  there 
are  but  fifty  rounds  of  ammunition  for  the  navy  batteries,  the  shells 
being  without  fuses,  and,  if  four  guns  were  mounted,  there  would  be 
only  about  twelve  rounds  each.  The  navy  officer  reports  a  coil  of  heavy 
rope  needed  to  make  wads  with.  Please  also  direct  one  hundred 
rounds  of  ammunition  to  be  sent  for  a  6-pounder  gun,  brought  in  by 
Major  Cary,  and  one  hundred  rounds  for  a  12-pounder  howitzer,  like- 
wise brought  in  by  him.   The  formal  requisition  will  be  sent  after- 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

Colonel.  Commandino  FTamnton  Line 
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Palls  op  Kanawha,  Va.,  May  27, 1861. 

Adjutant-General  Garnett,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

Sir:  I  have  this  moment  an  express  from  Lieu  tenant -Colonel  Mo 
Oausland,  at  Buffalo,  dated  yesterday,  stating,  "The  Government  has 
sent  two  hundred  men  to  Gallipolis,  and  will  have  six  hundred  more 
there  to-day.  We  are  informed  that  they  are  intended  to  attack  this 
camp.  Send  down  all  the  troops- yon  have."  In  addition  to  this,  relia- 
ble information  reaches  me  that  large  numbers  of  troops  are  concen- 
trating at  Oak  HilL  twenty  three  miles  back  of  Gallipolis,  and  also  at 
other  places  along  the  border.  My  idea  is  that  these  troops  have  been 
thrown  into  this  proximity  in  order  to  overawe  the  loyal  citizens  of 
that  region.  For  further  particulars  I  beg  leave  to  refer  yon  to  the 
bearer,  of  this,  Mr.  David  Kirkpatrick,  a  resident  of  this  valley,  and  a 

0.  Q.  TOMPKINS, 
Colonel,  Virginia  Volunteers  CoTtift^anding. 


Falls  op  Kanawha,  Va.,  May  27, 1861. 

Col.  R.  S.  Garnett,  Adjutant-General: 

Sir  :  I  avail  myself  of  a  few  moments'  delay  of  the  stage  to  explain 
more  fully  the  nature  of  my  communication  this  morning.  I  consider 
it  of  sufficient  importance  for  the  employment  of  a  special  messenger, 
and  accordingly  have  instructed  the  bearer,  Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  to  convey 
this  in  person,  and  to  telegraph  from  Staunton  its  import.  I  shall  of 
course  proceed  to  Buffalo  as  rapidly  as  possible.  The  idea  is  that  the 
enemy  intend  crossing  the  Ohio  River,  to  attack  the  camps  at  Buffalo. 
Unless  they  come  in  greatly  superior  force,  we  shall  drive  them  back. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  his  numbers  are  large  and  the  disaffection  of  the 
inhabitants  strongly  evinced,  I  shall  take  the  most  defensible  position  I 
may  find,  and  rally  the  volunteers  now  in  process  of  formation  in  the 
adjoining  counties.  Great  excitement  prevails  in  this  region.  The 
divided  sentiment  of  the  people  adds  to  the  confusion,  and,  except  the 
few  loyal  companies  now  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  State,  there 
are  few  of  the  people  who  sympathize  with  the  secession  policy.  I  send 
a  special  messenger  (Mr.  Kirkpatrick),  because  he  is  familiar  with  the 
whole  of  Ohio  border,  and  can  give  you  valuable  in/ormation  as  to  the 
resources,  distances,  &c.  Mr.  Kirkpatrick  is  reliable  and  intelligent 
It  is  very  desirable  that  Mr.  Kirkpatrick  should  be  the  purveyor  of 
some  supplies  for  the  troops  which  cannot  be  procured  here.  I  beg  that 
the  quartermaster  may  be  instructed  to  forward  by  him  material  for 
tents,  three  hundred  blankets,  Ave  hundred  cartridge-boxes  (musket), 
and  ten  thousand  percussion  caps  (rifle),  &c. 
In  great  haste,  yours,  respectfully, 

0.  Q.  TOMPKINS, 
Colonel,  Virginia  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Mat  28, 1861. 

Colonel  Gabnett  : 

Colonel:  Direct  Captain  Barron  to  have  his  steamer  ready  for  river 
service    Send  some  troops  to  Jamestown,  to  protect  that  battery.  The 
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Tennessee  regiment  might  be  used,  if  necessary.  If  you  can,  have  boats 
to  transfer  the  troops  to  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  in  case  of  a  move- 
ment on  that  side.  Good  lookouts  must  be  kept  up,  to  see  what  is 
doing,  to  gain  accurate  intelligence. 

B.  E.  LEE. 


HRADQUi 
Harver3*  Ferrv.  Va..  May  28. 
[OoL  Gasnbtt:] 

Colonel  :  I  reported  to  you  .on  the  26th  instant,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Commandcr-iii  Chief,  that  the  troops  under  my  command 
are  observing  the  river  from  Williamsport  to  the  Point  of  Bocks.  I 
will  now  give  what  was  then  omitted— the  precise  disposition  of  these 
troops: 

Colonel  Allen  is  opposite  to  Williamsport,  thirty  miles  above,  with 
his  own  regiment,  two  companies  of  Colonel  Hill's,  and  a  section  of 
artillery.  The  position  cannot  be  defended  by  such  a  force,  the  ferry 
at  Williamsport  being  at  the  vertex  of  a  horseshoe,  five  or  six  miles  in 
length,  having  another  at  each  heel.  A  company  of  cavalry  and  a  sec- 
tion of  artillery  guard  the  bridge  at  Shepherdstown.  There  are  two 
companies  of  infantry,  two  of  cavalry,  and  six  .field  pieces,  with  their 
men,  at  the  bridge  at  the  Point  of  Rocks,  twelve  miles  below,  and  a 
company  of  cavalry  at  the  Berlin  Bridge,  halfway  to  the  Point  of 
Bocks.  Preparations  have  been  made  to  break  each  of  these  two  bridges 
and  the  railroad  bridge  here.  It  is  more  than  forty  miles  from  Williams- 
port to  the  Point  of  Bocks.  A  detachment  of  three  hundred  and  fifty 
infantry  occupies  a  point  on  the  Maryland  Heights,  one  and  a  half  miles 
from  the  near  end  of  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  and  two  and  a  half  miles 
from  Harper's  Ferry.  The  crest  of  the  ridge  beyond  the  Shenandoah  is 
guarded  by  two  companies  of  infantry. 

In  the  present  state  of  the  river  no  force  that  could  be  detached  from 
this  place  could  prevent  its  passage  by  an  enemy.  In  a  few  weeks,  or 
even  days,  when  fords  will  be  numerous,  an  army  will  be  necessary  to 
guard  the  Potomac  above,  as  far  as  the  western  line  of  Berkeley. 
With  this  point  occupied,  as  it  is.  some  five  or  six  thousand  men,  ju- 
diciously placed  between  Martinsburg  and  the  line,  and  a  reserve  of 
about  the  same  force  within  striking  distance  of  each,  invasion  would 
be  difficult  As  matters  now  are,  the  enemy  can  easily  seize  Martins- 
burg, in  the  heart  of  a  disloyal  population,  and  nearer  than  Harper's 
Ferry  to  Winchester. 

If  the  Commander-in-Chief  has  precise  instructions  to  give,  I  beg  to 
receive  them  early.   I  have  prepared  means  of  transportation  for  a 
march.  Should  it  be  decided  that  the  troops  should  constitute  a  gar 
rison,  this  expense  can  be  reduced.  „ 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHKSTOK. 


P.  S. — I  submit  a  memorandum  by  Major  Whiting,  0.  S. 


Digitized  by  Google 


OPERATIONS  IN  MD.,  PA.,  VA.,  AND  W.  VA.       IOba*.  IX. 

Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  May  28, 1861. 

Consultation  on  the  condition  of  Harper's  Ferry  and  its  defenses  reduced 

to  writing. 

The  plan  of  the  enemy,  indicated  by  his  movements,  seems  to  be  a 
cautious  approach  to,  and  entrance  of,  disaffected  districts,  securing  his 
advance,  if  possible,  by  securing  the  sentiments  of  the  people.  In  the 
district  to  the  northwest  of  Harper's  Ferry  these  tactics  will  be  the  best 
he  can  follow,  on  account  of  known  Union  proclivities  and  the  vicinity 
of  the  frontier. 

Large  bodies  of  troops  are  gathering  at  Carlisle  and  Ghambersburg, 
the  number  already  reported  (probably  exaggerated)  being  fifteen  thou- 
sand. When  ready  to  move  they  will  occupy  Martinsburg,  crossing  at 
Willi  am  sport  and  Shepherds  town.  Martinsburg  is  well  known  to  be. 
disaffected.  His  line,  established  from  Martinsburg  towards  Shepherds- 
town,  has  an  excellent  base,  and  communications  very  difficult  to  inter- 
rupt by  the  Hagerstown  and  Cumberland  roads,  and  very  seriously 
threatens,  not  only  Harper's  Ferry,  with  its  present  forces  and  condi- 
tions, but  our  whole  line  of  operations.  Martinsburg  is  nearer  to  Win- 
chester than  the  Ferry,  and  access  easy.  Our  holding  Winchester  is 
necessary  to  maintain  the  Ferry.  To  hold  this  post,  then,  either  as  a 
fortress,  a  point  d?appuiy  or  as  a  condition  of  the  defense  of  the  Vir 
ginia  Valley,  we  require  a  force  of  from  twelve  to  fifteen  thousand  men, 
of  which  two  regiments  should  be  cavalry.  The  force  now  at  the  Ferry 
(about  five  thousand  effectives)  might  remain  as  at  present,  while  the 
main  body  should  be  posted  centrally,  as  at  15 urns'  Ford,  on  the  Ope- 
quan,  where  a  strong  position  might  be  selected,  and,  if  necessary,  de- 
fended by  lines.  The  strengthening  and  re-enforcement  of  this  force, 
as  now  constituted,  seems  to  have  ceased  when  most  necessary.  It  is 
essential  that  supplies  of  ammunition  (especially  of  equipments  of  shoes) 
should  be  forwarded  in  quantity,  otherwise,  without  the  arrangement 
designated,  we  are  so  deficient  in  ammunition  that  this  force  must,  on 
the  advance  of  the  enemy,  move  out  from  the  Ferry  and  maneuver,  to 
prevent  being  shut  up  in  a  cul-de-sac. 

The  plan  sketched  above  will  absolutely  force  the  enemy  to  very 
great  delay  and  vastly  extended  preparations.  It  continually  (by  way 
of  Leesburg  and  the  eastern  slope  of  the  ridge)  threatens  the  District 
of  Columbia,  If,  however,  he  is  beforehand  with  us  (besides  the 
ent  disastrous  results),  he  gains  what  may  take 
on  a  similar  scale,  to  recover. 


Very  respectfully, 


W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 


Richmond,  Va.,  May  28, 1861. 

Hon.  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States  of  America,  Ooldsborough  N.  C.  : 

General  Lee  left  for  Manassas  Junction  this  morning.  Passengers 
just  from  there  report  all  quiet.  Fifteen  hundred  men  from  Fort  Mon- 
roe were  reported  in  Hampton  yesterday,  not  molesting  the  people,  but 
stealing  property,  &c  Buggies,  at  Fredericksburg,  reports  that  the 
enemy,  in  force,  have  landed  six  miles  above  Aquia.  This  is  doubted, 
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but  he  will  telegraph  again.  General  Lee  is  expected  to-morrow  night 
JE  ^^i^    ^j^^^q  d  1      1^--'    t    1 1  i  ^      ^^^3  i^^^ 

R.  S.  GAKNETT, 

Adjutant-  General. 

Manassas,  Va.,  May  29, 1861. 

Col.  R.  S.  Garnett: 

Number  of  troops  six  thousand.  Should  be  ten.  Returned  from 
Fairfax  Court-House.   All  right 

R.  E.  LEE. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  29,  1861. 

General  Joseph  B.  Johnston,  Commanding  Harper1*  Ferry,  Va.  : 

General  :  In  the  absence  of  General  Lee,  who  is  on  a  hasty  visit 
to  Manassas  Junction,  I  have  requested  Colonel  Dimmock  to  send  to 
your  command,  with  all  practicable  dispatch,  one  hundred  thousand 
cartridges,  five-eighths  of  them  for  smooth-bore  muskets,  and  the  re- 
maining three-eighths  equally  divided  between  the  minie  musket  and 
Harper's  Ferry  rifle.  In  the  absence  of  a  requisition,  specifying  the 
caliber,  I  have  adopted  these  proportions  upon  consultation  with  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Deas.  Your  letters  will  be  submitted  to  General  Lee 
as  soon  as  he  arrives,  which  will  not,  perhaps,  be  until  to-morrow. 
President  Davis  arrived  this  morning,  and  I  shall  submit  your  papers 
to  him. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c, 

R.  S.  GARNETT, 

Adjutant-  General. 

Williamsburg,  Va.,  May  29, 1861. 

Col.  John  A.  Washington, 

Aide  to  General  Lee,  Commanding  Virginia  Forces : 

Sir  :  The  receipt  of  your  communication,  relative  to  the  defenses  of 
the  peninsula  formed  by  the  York  and  James  Rivers,  is  respectfully 
acknowledged.  As  to  their  state  of  forwardness,  the  works  have  not 
yet  been  fully  planned  by  the  engineers.  One  very  important  has  been 
and  is  progressing  rapidly.  A  large  number  of  the  hands  (nearly 
or  quite  five  hundred),  including  a  part  of  the  volunteer  force,  are  at 
work.  I  see  no  occasion  for  further  delay.  I  beg  you  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Commanding  General  to  the  fact  that  the  force  now  here 
is  not  sufficient  to  repel  a  serious  attack.  If  Yorktown,  Jamestown,  or 
the  defenses  below  Williamsburg  fall,  the  way  will  be  open  to  Rich- 
mond. To  defend  them,  more  troops  are  necessary,  well  supplied  with 
artillery.  Colonel  Magruder  is  well  convinced  of  all  this.  So  far  as 
he  has  mentioned  his  opinions  to  me,  his  views  coincide  with  mine,  and 
tniiH  i  am  more  iuuy  convinced  oi  tneir  correctness. 
With  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant 

BENJ.  S.  EWELL, 
Colonel,  Virginia  Volunteers. 
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Williamsburg,  Va.,  May  29, 1861. 

Colonel  M agbu dee,  Commanding  Department : 

Sib  :  There  are,  including  the  volunteers,  five  hundred  men  at  work 
on  the  defenses  below  Williamsburg.  There  has  been  some  delay,  I 
think,  in  consequence  of  the  necessity  of  allowing  time  to  the  engineers 
to  complete  their  reconnaissance.  These  defenses  will  be  pushed  for- 
ward with  all  possible  dispatch.  Unless  artillery  is  furnished  to  defend 
them  with,  I  fear  they  will  avail  but  little.  There  ought  to  be  two 
light  batteries  at  least  Now  there  is  not  a  piece.  Your  immediate 
attention  is  asked  to  this. 
Respectfully, 

BENJ.  S.  EWELL, 

I  recommend,  most  urgently,  that  the  light  batteries  asked  for  by 
Colonel  E  well  be  furnished  without  delay.  If  they  are  sent  mounted 
and  without  horses,  harness,  or  caissons,  they  will  answer.  It  is  requi- 
site that  they  should  have  a  full  supply  of  ammunition,  assorted.  They 
have  applied  for  it  formally,  and  have  received  the  sanction  of  General 
Lee.  With  these  remarks  the  letter  of  General  Lee  [f  ]  is  respectfully 
referred. 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

Colonel, 


Norfolk,  Va.,  May  29, 1861. 

Major- General  Lee,  Richmond,  Va. : 

I  am  obliged  by  the  size  and  position  of  my  command  to  divide  it 
into  two,  by  the  Elizabeth  River,  and  assign  the  eastern  division  to 
Colonel  withers,  and  the  western  to  Colonel  Blanchard.  Not  having 
the  requisite  staff,  I  have  to  allow  them  to  use  acting  appointments, 
without  pay,  to  perform  the  duty.  Such  articles  as  they  find  it  neces- 
sary to  procure,  I  must  order  paid  by  t In-  quartermaster  here,  Capt.  J. 
A.  Johnston,  who,  I  am  happy  to  inform  you,  has  now  entered  upon  his 
duties.  The  law  of  Virginia  gives  volunteers  an  allowance  in  money 
for  clothing ;  but,  as  the  men  are  not  paid,  the  volunteers,  especially 
those  from  distant  States,  can  get  no  clothing,  as  they  have  no  money 
to  procure  it  with.   I  will  have  to  get  for  them  the  articles  which  are 

their  pay.  I  find  officers  here  without  means  of  procuring  provisions. 
I  will  have  to  ration  them,  or  give  them  means  to  buy  food,  and  deduct 
it  from  their  pay.  I  mention  these  necessities,  that  you  may,  if  you 
think  proper,  cover  such  cases  by  a  general  order.  The  Federal  forces 
seem  establishing  themselves  at  Newport  News.  They  have  landed 
some  ordnance  and  many  stores.  All  the 
but  one. 


Verv  resDectfullv.  vour  obedient  servant. 

B 


ENJ.  HUGER, 
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Hbadquabters, 
Yorktoum,  Fa.,  May  29, 1861. 

Col.  K.  S.  Garnett,  Adjutant- General  Virginia  Force*  : 

Si k  :  I  sent  to  Hampton  for  the  two  pieces  left  by  Major  Gary's  com- 
mand, "and  succeeded  in  bringing  them  up.  I  sent  last  night  a  detach- 
ment of  light  artillery,  acting  as  cavalry,  to  bring  up  some  spades, 
shovels,  &c.,  with  a  large  quantity  of  rope,  &c.  They  have  arrived.  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  leave  here  to-morrow,  with  some  cavalry  and  light 
artillery,  to  protect  the  people  near  Hampton  at  least,  and  would  like 
to  take  down  my  command  of  infantry,  except  three  companies  of  the 
Virginia  battalion,  if  I  thought  that  troops  from  Richmond  could  be 
sent  to  Williamsburg,  and  between  that  place  and  this.  I  do  not  like 
to  leave  Yorktown  exposed  to  be  taken  from  Grove  Landing.  I  am 
anxious  to  attack,  to  make  the  enemy  stay  within  his  own  immediate 
neighborhood.  'lieutenant  Thornton,  who  is  now  sick,  is  my  acting 
assistant  adjutant-general.  He  has  had  no  experience.  I  have  nobody 
but  my  nephew,  Mr.  Magruder,  who  is  a  citizen,  and  Mr.  Stanard,  who 
is  a  private.  Captain  Lambert,  assistant  quartermaster,  is  at  Williams- 
burg, where  a  quartermaster  ought  to  be  stationed.  I  must  have  ah 
efficient* one  here.  The  whole  of  my  time  nearly  is  occupied  in  doing 
other  people's  duties.  I  merely  speak  of  this,  as  it  prevents  me  from 
being  as  useful  as  I  desire.  I  think  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnson, 
if  he  could  be  spared,  would  be  of  great  service  here. 

There  is  corn  and  long  forage  enough  in  the  lower  part  of  the  penin- 
sula and  about  here  for  one  thousand  horses,  as  I  am  informed  by  Major 
Cary,  Virginia  volunteers.  He  knows  the  country.  The  defenses  here 
and  at  Williamsburg  and  vicinity  are  progressing  rapidly. 

More  troops  are  necessary  at  Williamsburg,  and  between  that  place 
and  this,  or  rather  facing  Grove  Landing.  All  the  property  of  the 
citizens  near  Hampton,  except  that  of  Union  men,  will  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  except  also  that  which  I  can  cause  to  be  saved. 
To-day,  for  the  first  time,  I  have  had  the  use  of  cavalry.  Captain 
Douthat  marched  forty-seven  miles  yesterday,  and  joined  me  last  night 
at  11  o'clock.  I  send  him  to-night  near  Hampton,  with  Captain  Brown's 
artillery,  to  protect  the  people,  save  their  property,  and,  if  possible,  to 
cut  off  some  of  the  enemy.  The  number  of  Federal  troops  at  Newport 
News  is  probacy  between  five  and  ten  thousand,  as  they  were  landing 
troops  from  Monday,  perhaps  half  the  daylight,  till  after  dark  on  Tues- 
day. There  are  no  vessels  there  this  morning.  I  do  not  think  there 
are  more  than  five  thousand  men  at  the  most  I  shall  probably  go 
down  in  person  to-night  or  to-morrow  morning. 

This  place  has  been  most  carefully  examined  by  me  as  to  its  capabil- 
ities of  defense,  at  a  distance  or  near,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  it  cannot 
be  taken  by  any  number  of  men  that  can  be  brought  against  it,  if  it  is 
properly  intrenched  and  defended  by  a  sufficient  number  of  men ;  that 
is,  as  long  as  the  mouth  of  the  river  is  secured  by  the  batteries  on  this 
side  and  on  Gloucester  Point,  which  I  think  will  be  the  case  when  all 
the  guns  are  in  position  that  are  contemplated.  There  are  here,  of  all 
arms,  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  four  officers  and  men.  I  left 
Colonel  Augustus  regiment  at  Williamsburg  because  I  saw  that  it  (Wil- 
liamsburg) was  unprotected.  Two  regiments  of  infantry,  in  addition  to 
the  present  force,  would  make  this  place  I  think  perfectly  safe.  Since  I 
last  wrote,  it  has  oeen  greatly  strengthened.  Two  regiments  of  infantry, 
more  if  possible,  should  be  sent  to  Williamsburg.   I  have  invited  the 

Sfltibekftobm  a?  fee 
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sent  down,  under  cover  of  a  large  detachment,  to  bring  np  property,  and 
to  send  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ewell  and  myself  one-half  of  all  the  ne- 
groes i 
tiooii 

f  m  J  vrvu  ujvfov  uucun  u  w  ou  *  aula 

J.  BANK II K AD  MAGRUDER, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Hampton  Line. 

P.  S. — Captain  Lambert,  assistant  quartermaster,  and  Captain  Meade, 
of  the  Engineers,  have  arrived. 


groes  in  their  counties,  to  fortify  the  different  points,  while  this  expedi 
\  going  on  near  Hampton. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  May  30,  1861. 

General  Joseph  B.  Johnston, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Harper's  Ferry,  Va. 

Sir  :  While  at  Manassas  I  made  the  following  arrangements  of  light 
troops:  A  corps  of  observation,  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  has  been  estab- 
lished, under  Colonel  Ewell,  in  advance  of  Fairfax  Court-House,  the 
right  extending  towards  Occoquan,  the  lea  to  the  Leesburg  road.  CoL 
Eppa  Hun  ton,  commanding  at  Leesburg,  has  been  ordered  to  have  an 
advance  post  at  Dranesville,  and  to  extend  his  scouts  down  the  Alex- 
andria and  Leesburg  roads,  to  communicate  with  Colonel  E well.  He  is 
to  inform  you  of  any  movement  of  the  U.  8.  troops,  in  the-  direction  of 
Leesburg,  tending  to  threaten  your  rear,  through  Captain  Ashby,  at 
Point  of  Bocks.  In  the  event  of  such  a  movement,  should  you  deem  it 
advisable,  and  should  you  be  unable  to  hold  your  position,  I  would 
suggest  a  joint  attack  by  you  and  General  Bonham,  commanding  at 
Manassas,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  them  off.  I  have  given  full  verbal 
explanations  to  Capt  Thomas  L.  Preston,  who  leaves  Richmond  to-mor- 
row, to  join  your  command. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,Jfay  30,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding,  dbc.,  Harper's  Ferry,  Va. : 

General  :  A  supply  of  caps  are  reported  on  their  way  from  Nashville, 
As  soon  as  they  arrive  the  Ordnance  Department  has  been  ordered  to 
send  you  eighty  thousand.  There  are  none  here.  The  Arkansas  regi- 
ment of  volunteers  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  you.  Will  start  to- 
morrow. The  letter  from  your  commissary,  calling  for  money,  has  been 
referred  to  the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence.  Our  means  of  man 
ufacturing  ammunition  are  wholly  insufficient,  while  calls  for  it  are 
pressing  in  from  all  quarters. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c, 

R.  S.  GARNETT, 

Adjutant-  General. 


Norfolk,  Va.,  May  30, 1861. 

General  R.  E.  Lee: 
We  have  the  Merrimac  up,  and  just  pulling  her  in  the  dry-dock. 

F.  FORREST, 
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Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  30,  1861. 

Col.  F.  H.  Smith,  Richmond,  Va.  s 

Colon  el  :  I  submit  below  the  information  yon  ask  for  the  council . 
It  is,  of  course,  not  strictly  correct,  thongh  I  think  it  is  not  far  out  of 
the  way.  It  is  impossible  to  get  returns  from  these  volunteers : 
'  Norfolk,  no  returns,  7,000  conjectured  j  Jamestown  Island,  no  returns, 
fifteen  companies,  1,050;  Williamsburg  and  Yorktown,  no  returns,  3,500; 
Gloucester  Point,  no  returns,  600 ;  West  Point,  250:  Richmond,  includ- 
ing Ashland  and  the  Confederate  States  troops,  5,500;  Fredericksburg, 
including  counties  on  the  lower  Rappahannock  and  Potomac  Rivers, 
number  not  known,  2,700;  Manassas  Gap,  no  returns,  6,000;  Leesburg, 
no  returns,  500;  Harper's  Ferry,  excluding  Maryland  troops,  not  known, 
and  excluding  Point  of  Rocks,  5,500;  Grafton,  no  returns,  1,000  con- 
jectured; Kanawha  Valley,  no  returns,  1,100;  Abingdon,  no  returns, 
500  conjectured;  Lynchburg,  no  returns,  1,000  conjectured;  besides  a 
few  companies  supposed  to  be  at  Staunton,  Charlottesville,  &c.  Total, 
36,200. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

R.  S.  GARNETT, 

Adjutant-  General. 

Headquarters  Virginia  Fop  i.  j, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  x661. 

OoL  W.  B.  Blair: 

Sir  :  The  troops  in  the  Kanawha  Valley  are  under  the  command  of 
Col.  C.  Q.  Tompkins,  whose  headquarters  are  at  or  near  Charleston. 
There  are  at  present  only  five  hundred  men  in  service.   It  is  designed 
to  have  about  sixteen  hundred,  if  they  can  be  raised. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c, 

Li.  S.  GARNETT, 

Adjutant-  General 


Memorandum  for  General  Lee. 

Headquarters, 
Barker's  Ferry,  Va.,  May  31, 1861. 

Intelligence  was  brought  me  this  morning,  from  a  gentleman  residing 
near  Hagerstown,  that  1,600  troops  arrived  in  Chambersburg  on  Tues- 
day and  5,000  yesterday,  making,  with  the  3,500  there  before,  10,100, 
with  plenty  of  artillery  (quantity  unknown),  many  wagons  ana  horses. 
A  note  was  shown  me  yesterday,  written  in  Hagerstown  on  Wednesday 
afternoon,  by  a  woman,  in  which  it  is  said  that  such  a  force  is  to  move 
to  the  Potomac  (with  baggage  wagons)  from  Chambersburg  through 
either  Hagerstown  or  Greencastle. 

In  another  note  (from  an  officer  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad), 
it  is  said  that  large  forces  are  to  enter  Virginia  somewhere  between 
Cumberland  and  Hagerstown  to  meet  Ohio  troops.  The  Northern 
papers  confirm  this. 

An  officer  of  the  railroad  told  me  here  that  news  of  the  occupation  of 
Grafton  by  U.  S.  troops  is  brought  by  telegraph.  We  can  learn  nothing 
from  the  west,  nor  beyond  the  range  of  persons  specially  employed. 
Should  the  enemy  cross  the  river  above,  we  cannot  learn  when  the  Ohio 
troops  join  them,  nor  in  what  numbers. 
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This  place  cannot  be  held  against  an  enemy  who  would  venture  to 
attack  it.  Would  it  not  be  better  for  these  troops  to  join  one  of  our 
armies,  which  is  too  weak  for  its  object,  than  be  lost  here  f  They  are 
not  equipped  for  the  field.  The  only  means  of  transportation,  besides 
the  railroad,  are  wagons  impressed  in  the  neighborhood.  Should  these 
troops  be  ordered  elsewhere,  please  indicate  any  objectionable  [f]  route. 

^B.  JOHNSTON, 

as. 


Suffolk,  Va.,  May  31, 1861. 

OoL  fi.  S.  Gabnxtt,  Adjutant- General: 

An  attempt  is  being  made,  under  my  orders,  to  bring  one  or  two 
steamboats  (to  act  as  tugs  or  transports)  into  the  Nansemond  River. 
I  think  it  will  be  successful.  I  have  here  (besides  my  two  Maryland 
companies)  a  regiment  from  North  Carolina  and  two  troops  of  cavalry, 
and  have  been  ordered  by  General  Huger  to  take  command  of  the  forces 
in  this  district  On  good  authority,  I  believe  the  landing  at  Newport 
News  to  be  a  sanitary  measure,  and  the  enemy's  forces  there  do  not  exceed 
thirty-five  hundred  men.  Ii  I  may  be  permitted,  and  the  troops  in 
Yorktown  can  co-operate  with  me.  I  think  I  can  (say  two  nights  hence) 
cross  the  James  River  and  strike  him  a  blow,  and  then  retire.  I 
respectfully  ask  the  general's  advice. 

FRANCIS  J.  THOMAS. 


Hkadqtjarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  May  31,  1861. 

OoL  Francis  J.  Thomas,  Commanding,  Ac.,  Suffolk,  Va, : 

Sib  :  In  reply  to  you  telegram  of  to-day,  I  am  instructed  to  state  that 
you  can  prepare  the  transports,  so  that  they  may  be  ready  for  any 
emergency.  You  must  not,  however,  make  the  attack  at  present,  unless 
completely  prepared  for  success.  It  is  necessary,  before  doing  so,  that 
there  should  be  a  sure  and  complete  co-operation  between  the  forces  on 
both  sides  of  the  James  River,  and  that  there  should  be  a  most  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  number  and  position  of  the  U.  S.  troops. 
I  am,  sir,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  GARNBTT, 

Adjutant-General. 


I         Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 


No.  149.        S  Richmond,  Va.,  May  31,  1861. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  of  the  0.  S.  Army?  is  assigned  to  the 
mand  of  the  troops  in  the  Alexandria  line.   He  is  referred  to  the  orders 
heretofore  given  to  his  predecessors  in  that  command  for  the  general 
direction  of  operations. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Lee: 

R.  S.  GARNJ5TT, 

Adjutant- General 
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Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  June  1,  1861. 

i       General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

I  Commanding,  <jfcc,  Harpers  Ferry,  Va,  : 

i  General  :  I  received,  on  my  return  from  Manassas  Junction,  your 

communications  of  the  26th  and  28th  ultimo,  in  reference  to  your  posi- 
tion at  Harper's  Ferry.   The  difficulties  which  surround  it  have  beeu 

I  felt  from  the  beginning  of  its  occupation,  and  I  am  aware  of  the  obsta- 
cles to  its  maintenance  with  your  present  force.  Every  effort  has  been 
made  to  remove  them,  and  will  be  continued,  but  with  similar  neces- 
sities pressing  on  every  side  you  need  not  be  informed  of  the  difficulty 

|  of  providing  against  them.  The  arrangements  made  and  positions 
taken  by  the  troops  under  your  command  are  judicious,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  sufficient  re-enforcements  can  be  sent  you  to  enable  you  to  occupy 
your  present  point  in  force  and  carry  out  the  plan  of  defense  indicated 
in  your  communications.  Great  reliance  is  placed  on  your  good  judg- 
ment, the  skill  of  your  officers,  and  the  ardor  of  your  troops,  and  should 
you  be  attacked  by  a  force  which  you  may  be  unable  to  resist  at  all 
points  anu\  to  keep  beyond  the  frontier,  you  must  move  out  of  your 
position  and  destroy  all  facilities  for  the  approach  or  shelter  of  an  enemy. 
Concentrate  your  troops,  and  contest  his  approach  step  by  step  into 
the  interior. 

With  a  view  of  making  your  column  movable,  the  Quartermasters  De- 
partment was  ordered,  some  weeks  ago,  to  provide  all  the  wagons  they 
could,  and  I  was  informed  that  agents  were  sent  to  the  country  east 
and  west  of  the  Blue  Ridge  for  the  purpose.  The  little  use  for  wago'ns, 
save  for  farming  purposes,  makes  their  collection  difficult;  but  by  the 
efforts  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  and  the  means  you  have 
taken  it  is  hoped  you  may  be  provided. 

Ammunition  has  been  sent  to  you.  The  supply  was  necessarily  lim- 
ited, in  consequence  of  the  calls  from  other  points.  Can  you  make 
arrangements  to  provide  an  auxiliary  amount  for  your  command  ! 

I  have  informed  you  of  the  military  arrangements  east  of  the  Blue 
Ridge.  A  large  force  is  now  collecting  in  front  of  Alexandria,  and 
General  Beauregard  has  been  sent  to  command  it.  Its  presence  will 
make  the  enemy  cautious  in  approaching  your  rear  south  of  the  Po- 
tomac, and  in  that  event  I  hope  you  will  receive  timely  intelligence, 
through  the  light  troops  under  Colonel  Ewell,  extending  to  the  Lees- 
burg  road.  Should  such  a  movement  be  made,  as  was  suggested  in  a 
previous  letter,  you  are  expected  to  use  your  discretion  as  to  the  best 
mode  of  meeting  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding,  dec.,  Harper's  Ferry,  Va, : 

General  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  received  by 
Col.  H.  A.  Edmundson,  I  have  to  state  that,  since  my  letter  to  you  of 
this  morning,  I  have  directed  all  the  available  companies  at  Staunton 
to  proceed  to  Harper's  Ferry  and  to  report  to  you  for  duty.   The  First 
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Tennessee  Begiment,  now  at  this  place,  Colonel  Tnrney,  has  also  been 
directed  to  report  to  you  as  soon  as  practicable.  With  this  re-enforce- 
ment, and  such  as  you  may  be  able  to  obtain  from  the  valley,  yon  may 
probably  hold  your  position  and  prevent  the  passage  of  the  Potomac 
by  hostile  troops  until  further  troops  can  reach  you.  I  think  that  no 
troops  from  Ohio  have  yet  reached  Grafton,  as  a  special  messenger 
from  Colonel  Porterfleld  reports  the  contrary,  and  that  certain  bridge* 
on  tiie  Parkersburg  road  had  been  burned.  Some  little  time  must 
therefore  elapse,  in  all  probability,  before  a  movement  can  be  made 
against  you  from  that  direction.  Information  of  the  movements  of 
troops  in  that  direction  might  be  obtained  from  friends  in  that  region- 
Should  you,  however,  be  opposed  by  a  force  too  large  to  resist,  I  can 
only  repeat  what  is  contained  in  my  letter  of  this  morning,  viz,  destroy 
everything  that  cannot  be  removed  which  may  be  of  advantage  to  the 
enemy.  Deprive  them  of  the  use  of  the  railroad,  take  the  field,  and 
endeavor  to  arrest  their  advance  up  the  valley. 

I  am,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  E.  LEE, 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  June  1,  1861. 

Col.  Daniel  Eugoles,  Commanding,  &c,  Fredericksburg,  Va.  : 

Sir  :  Your  telegraphic  dispatch  of  yesterday  to  the  governor  of  the 
State,  for  ammunition  for  Captain  Walker's  battery,  was  referred  to  the 
General  Commanding,  and  the  Ordnance  Department  has  been  instructed 
to  supply  it  as  far  as  practicable.  The  General  regrets  to  have  to  remind 
an  officer  of  yonr  experience  of  the  propriety  of  adhering  to  the  usages 
of  the  military  service  in  relation  to  official  communications.  Your  ap- 
plication for  ammunition  should  have  been  sent  for  his  action.  He  feels 
constrained  to  call  yonr  attention  also  to  the  necessity  of  economizing 
the  ammunition  issued  to  the  troops.  The  straitened  means  of  the 
State  are  taxed  to  the  last  degree  to  provide  for  the  first  wants  of  the 
troops  iu  this  respect  As  understood  by  him,  the  recent  exchange  of 
shots  between  your  batteries  on  the  Potomac  and  the  enemy's  vessels 
could  have  no  other  result  than  to  waste  ammunition  and  to  expose  our 
condition  and  the  strength  of  the  batteries,  which  was  probably  the  object 
of  his  visit. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

E.  S.  GAENETT, 

Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters, 
Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  June  1,  1861. 

Colonel  Garnett,  Adjutant- General  Virginia  Forces: 

Colonel  :  I  respectfully  transmit  herewith  Colonel  Allen's  hist  report, 
and  a  paper  in  relation  to  affairs  near  Grafton,  for  the  information  of 
the  General  Oommanding-in-Chief. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 
€.8. 
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Heado,uabtebs  Fikst  Infantry, 

Camp  Johnston,  Va.,  May  31,  1861. 

Brigadier-General  Johnston  : 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  information,  just  ob- 
tained : 

The  Federal  troops  concentrated  at  Chambersburg  number  thirteen 
thousand.  The  advance  guard,  of  three  thousand,  left  there  at  1  p.  m. 
lor  Hagerstown,  where  they  will  encamp  to-night,  from  which  force  ve- 
dettes are  to  be  thrown  into  Williamsport.  Two  companies  are  said  to 
have  been  sent  towards  the  river  above  (point  not  known),  supposed  to 
be  at  a  ford.  From  the  accompanying  map  you  will  see  our  position. 
The  ford  northwest  of  camp  is  susceptible  of  good  defense.  The  one 
opposite  Williamsport  can  be  protected  without  difficulty  by  the  enemy, 
if  they  have  artillery. 

The  communication  in  pencil  is  from  a  perfectly  reliable  source.  I 
would  wish  positive  instructions,  and,  if  to  make  a  stand,  re-enforce- 
ments. My  line  of  defense  is  too  extended  for  my  present  force.  Owing 
to  diHaffection  in  Captain  White's  cavalry,  they  are  not  as  efficient  as 
they  should  be,  and  incompetent  to  guard  the  river. 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  ALLEN, 
Colonel,  First  Infantry. 

(Incloaiir«  No.  I.) 

Mabtinsbubo,  Va.,  ,  1861. 

According  to  the  best  information  to  be  obtained  here.  Colonel  Por- 
terfleld  left  Grafton  last  Monday,  with  his  command,  of  about  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  men.  He  went  to  Philippi,  in  Barbour  County,  where 
he  probably  awaits  re-enforcements,  expected  from  the  valley.  The  U.  S. 
troops  from  Wheeling,  to  the  number  of  about  two  thousand,  arrived 
at  Mannington  (forty  miles  west  of  Grafton)  last  Monday,  and  stopped 
to  repair  two  small  railroad  bridges  which  had  been  destroyed  near  there. 
The  repair  of  the  bridges  could  not  detain  them  over  three  or  four  days. 
Nothing  definite  is  known  here  about  the  U.  S.  force  advancing  from 
Parkersburg  to  Grafton,  but  some  of  the  railroad  bridges  on  that  line 
are  believed  to  have  been  destroyed.  There  was  no  military  force  of 
either  side  at  Grafton  on  Wednesday  at  4  p.  m. ;  but  some  of  the  Union 
men  of  the  neighborhood  were  gathering  there,  with  such  arms  as  they 
could  get  at  home. 

The  above  information,  meager  as  it  is,  is  all  that  we  have,  and  is 
reliable  as  far  as  it  goes.  The  bridges  between  this  and  Cumberland 
should  by  all  means  be  burned  (especially  the  bridge  over  the  Potomac 
proper).  Small  bridges  are  but  a  small  hinderance,  in  point  of  time,  to 
an  army,  and  recollect  the  railroad  is  to  be  the  means  of  precipitating 
the  immense  body  of  men  from  Ohio  and  west  of  Ohio,  who  are  to  oc- 
cupy our  Virginia.  Only  important  bridges  will  present  obstacles,  as 
to  time,  of  any  material  value.  West  of  Cumberland  there  are  also  im- 
portant bridges,  but  I  fear  they  are  in  the  hands  of  Union  men,  and  a 
little  force  would  be  required. 

[No  signature.] 
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Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  June  2,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  B.  S.  EWBLi.,  Williamsburg,  Va. : 

I  am  instructed  by  General  Lee  to  inform  you  that  there  will  be  sent 
to  Jamestown  Island  to-morrow  eight  field  guns  (6  and  12  pounders)  for 
the  works  now  being  constructed  under  your  superintcudenco  below 
Williamsburg.  The  commanding  officer  at  Jamestown  has  been  in- 
structed to  transport  these  guns  at  once  to  the  neck  of  land,  from  which 

flace  you  will  remove  them  to  the  works  for  which  they  are  intended, 
suppose  you  will  have  no  difficulty  in  this  matter,  the  destruction  of 
the  wood  trade,  in  which  I  learn  your  people  have  been  largely  engaged, 
having  caused  a  large  number  of  idle  teams. 
Respectfully,  &c, 

R.  8.  GAUNETT, 

„'l  a [) utant-  General. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  June  2,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  Huger,  Commanding,  Norfolk,  Va. : 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  31st  instant,  in  relation  to  officers 
of  the  C.  S.  Army  and  of  the  Provisional  Array  of  Virginia,  under 
your  orders,  I  am  instructed  to  say,  as  to  the  latter,  that  they  were 
sent  to  you  to  be  entirely  at  your  disposal,  and  you  are  authorized  to 
employ  them  in  any  manner  in  which  you  may  think  they  can  be  made 
useful  to  the  service.  You  will  receive  information  respecting  the 
officers  of  the  0.  S.  Army  as  soon  as  it  can  be  referred  to  the  proper 
authority. 

I  am,  &c, 

R.  S.  GARNETT, 

A  Hiti  fji ttt.f  it>rt  /»>•/?  / 


Yohktown,  Va.,  June  2,  1861. 

[Col.  Garnett  f ] : 

si b  :  I  have  just  returned  from  a  reconnaissance  of  the  country  be- 
tween this  point  and  the  neighborhood  of  Hampton  and  Newport  News, 
and  have  received  the  most  accurate  information.  There  are  about  nine 
thousand  troops  at  both  places.  They  are  generally  in  a  most  disor- 
ganized state.  Troops  are,  however,  arriving  daily.  Dr.  Cuyler  informs 
Col.  Carly  8.  Jones  that  no  movemeut  would  be  made  until  there  were 
fifteen  thousand  troops  at  Fort  Monroe  and  Newport  News  together. 
This,  he  supposed,  would  be  within  ten  days.  I  am  pushing  forward 
the  defenses  here,  and  hope  to  be  fully  prepared. 

I  designed  an  expedition  to  dislodge  the  Federal  troops  from  Newport 
News,  which  I  was  informed  was  almost  in  a  defenseless  state  as  to 
fortifications ;  but  the  regiment  from  Virginia,  under  Colonel  August, 
was  not  ready  to  take  the  field,  for  want  of  shoes  and  other  necessaries, 
and  I  ascertained  at  the  last  moment  that  the  position  of  the  troops  at 
Newport  News  was  mnch  stronger  than  I  had  been  led  to  believe.  I 
therefore  gave  it  up,  and  substituted  for  it  one  of  reconnaissance,  and  to 
afford  some  relief  to  the  frightened  people  of  the  country  near  Hamp- 
ton. I  fonnd  that  the  country  was  rich  in  supplies  for  horses,  and  that 
the  presence  there  of  two  companies  of  cavalry  and  one  of  sharpshooters 
with  a  small  gun  would  afford  all  the  protection  necessary  to  induce  the 
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farmers  to  remain  and  finish  the  cultivation  of  their  crops.  I  shall  send 
three  companies  there  very  soon. 

There  is  some  difference  of  opiuiou  here  as  to  the  rank  of  Colonel 
Hill,  of  the  North  Carolina  regiment .  and  myself.  I  think  I  rank  him, 
but  am  of  the  impression  that  it  is  a  subject  of  some  feeling  on  h  is 
part.  He  has,  however,  obeyed  my  orders  so  far,  and  I  presume  will 
coutinue  to  do  so.  I  have  been  obliged  to  do  almost  all  the  duties  of 
the  staff  myself  until  now,  when  I  have  the  services  of  Captain  Cosby 
and  Captain  Lambert,  assistant  quartermaster;  the  latter  wholly  with- 
out experience.  I  hope  in  a  few  days  to  have  a  more  perfect  organiza- 
tion. 

I  do  not  think  we  shall  be  attacked  by  troops  coming  from  Fort  Mon- 
roe by  land  over  the  Peninsula,  but  that  if  attacked  it  will  be  by  sea 
and  by  land  (from  Grove  Landing)  at  the  same  time.   The  steamer  is 
waiting.   I  hope  to  be  able  to  write  more  fully  to-morrow. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDER, 

Colonel,  Coininiindiiicj 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  June  3, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

UUX  mi  I  Jlyy   i\  <  .j   XluTJMfio  Tx>i  r  y?    r  »•  • 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  1st,  inclosing  report  from 
Colonel  Allen  and  a  paper  in  relation  to  affairs  near  Grafton.  In  refer- 
ence to  the  last,  the  latest  reports  received  from  Colonel  Porterfield  are 
more  favorable  than  the  report  from  Colonel  Allen.  A  party  has  been 
ordered  to  secure  the  road  at  Cheat  River  and  east  of  it,  which  I  hoi>e 
will  effectually  prevent  its  use.  As  regards  Harper's  Ferry,  its  aban- 
donment would  be  depressing  to  the  cause  of  the  South,  and  I  have 
thought  it  possible  that  you  might  detach  a  portion  of  your  force  towards 
Martinsburg,  the  occupation  of  which,  or  a  point  on  the  Opequan, 
would  strengthen  your  posts  in  front  of  Williamsport  and  at  Shepherds 
town.  In  addition  to  the  First  Tennessee  Regiment,  a  regiment  from 
Georgia  has  been  ordered  to  join  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 


Department  of  Alexandria,  Va., 
Provisional  Army  Confederate  States, 

Camp  Pickens,  Va.,  June  3,  1801. 

His  Excellency  President  Jefferson  Davis,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Dear  Sir  :  I  arrived  here  on  the  1st,  at  2  p.  m.,  and  immediately 
examined  the  site  of  this  encampment  and  the  place  ot  its  proposed 
defenses.  The  former  is  an  open  country,  traversed  by  good  roads  in 
every  direction,  without  any  strong  natural  features  for  the  purposes 
of  defense,  and  withont  running  water  nearer  than  three  miles,  except 
a  few  small  springs  at  half  that  distance.  The  plans  of  the  works  are 
good,  but  too  extensive  to  be  finished  in  less  than  two  or  three  weeks, 
and  cannot  be  garrisoned  with  less  than  from  three  to  four  thousand 
men.  As  this  position  can  be  turned  in  every  direction  by  au  enemy, 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  railroads  intended  to  be  defended  by 
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it,  it  becomes  a  question  whether  these  works  could  be  held  more  than 
a  few  days  when  thus  isolated. 

I  have  reconnoitered  closely  several  of  the  fords  on  Bull  Run  and  one 
on  Occoquan  Run  (about  three  miles  from  here),  which  offer  strong 
natural  features  of  defense ;  but  they  are  so  numorous  and  far  apart 
that  only  a  much  larger  force  than  I  have  here  at  my  command  (say 
not  less  than  from  ten  to  fifteen  thousand  men)  coula  hope  to  defend 
them  all  against  a  well-organized  enemy  of  about  twenty  thousand 
men,  who  could  select  his  point  of  attack.  I  must  therefore  either  be 
re-enforced  at  once,  as  I  have  not  more  than  about  six  thousand  effect- 
ive men,  or  I  must  be  prepared  to  retire,  on  the  approach  of  the 
enemy,  in  the  direction  of  Richmond,  with  the  intention  of  arresting 
him  whenever  and  wherever  the  opportunity  shall  present  itself!  or  I 
must  march  to  meet  him  at  one  of  said  fords,  to  sell  our  lives  as  dearly 
as'  practicable.  Badly  armed  and  badly  equipped  as  my  command  is  at 
present,  with  several  of  its  regiments  having  but  one  or  two  field 
officers,  and  having  hardly  any  means  of  transportation,  it  would  be 
expecting  too  much  that  I  could  meet  with  success  the  Northern  foes 
that  are  preparing  to  attack  us  within  a  few  days  with  all  the  advanta- 
ges of  arms,  numbers,  and  discipline.  I  beg,  however,  to  remark  that 
my  troops  are  not  only  willing,  but  are  anxious,  to  meet  the  enemies  of 
our  country  under  all  circumstances. 

I  remain,  dear  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Headquarters  Yoektown,  Va.,  June  3, 1861. 

Colonel  Gaenett: 

Sie  :  There  are  now  here,  at  this  post,  including  officers  and  men, 
sick  and  extra  duty,  about  three  thousand  four  hundred.  Colonel 
Ewell  has  only  about  four  hundred.  I  shall  station  at  or  near  Grove 
Landing  two  companies,  to  fall  back  upon  Colonel  EwelPs  command, 
and  at  Blow's  Mill,  four  miles  this  side  of  Grove  Landing,  and  on  the 
road  to  this  place  also  two  companies,  both  infantry.  I  shall  also 
detach  a  company  of  rifles  from  Hampton  to  that  part  of  the  country, 
and  two  companies  of  cavalry,  as  1  stated  yesterday.  This  will  make 
our  force  about  three  thousand  here,  but  will  leave  Colonel  Ewell  much 
exposed.  As  to  calling  out  the  militia,  this  country  is  so  thinly  popu- 
lated that  it  cannot  be  depended  on.  Colonel  Ewell,  who  is  with  me 
now,  thinks  that  it  will  amount  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  all  told, 
and  these  not  effective,  and  not  to  be  relied  on.  The  reason  of  this, 
Colonel  Ewell  says,  is  that  there  are  many  disaffected  men  in  Elizabeth . 
City  and  the  lower  part  of  York  County;  many  also  being  obliged  to 
stay  at  home  on  account  of  the  occupation  of  the  country  by  Federal 
troops.  A  large  accession  of  force  of  infantry  and  artillery  ought, 
therefore,  to  be  made  to  this  command,  in  order  to  secure  the  line  from 
Jamestown  Island  and  to  York  River — at  least  four  thousand  more. 
Our  lines  here  are  very  extended.  Our  outward  right  flank  defenses 
are  nearly  completed.  We  have  a  breastwork  connecting  the  old  En- 
glish fort  with  the  head  of  the  ravine,  which  latter  is  in  front  of  our 
position.  The  old  fort  protects  our  left.  The  navy  battery  has  three 
guns  mounted ;  a  fourth  will  be  in  position  in  a  day  or  two.  The  work 
itself  has  been  inclosed.  I  think  it  labor  thrown  away  upon  it,  as,  if 
our  other  positions  were  carried,  we  could  not  find  shelter  in  this  in- 
closed work  for  one-third  of  our  men.  As  the  plan  was  arranged  before 
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I  came  down,  I  did  not  interfere.  It  is  intended  to  strengthen  oar  left 
by  making  works  which  will  require  regular  approaches,  if  we  have 
time.  When  once  strongly  fortified,  I  shall  always  be  able  to  defend 
this  work,  at  least  until  an  army  from  the  interior  can  raise  the  siege 
by  beating  the  besiegers.  We  expect  to  be  very  strong  by  .  the  end  of 
this  week.  While  this  is  going  on,  abattis  will  be  thrown  across  many 
of  the  roads  leading  to  this  place,  only  two  being  left  open  for  public 
use,  and  defenses  will  be  thrown  up  at  all  favorable  .points.  The  axe- 
men, to  make  the  abattis  for  exterior  defense,  go  out  to-morrow. 

I  have  directed  Captain  Meade  to  state  how  many  additional  guns 
he  considers  necessary  for  the  defenses  about  to  be  erected  and  those 
now  in  existence,  and  how  many  men  will  be  required  to  man  the 
various  works.  I  will  forward  it  to  the  General-in-Chief  as  soon  as 
made  out.  I  shall  be  able  to  supply  corn  and  hay  to  all  the  cavalry 
from  this  part  of  the  country,  if  wagons  can  be  sent  to  me.  There  are 
very  few  about  here.  I  have  made  a  requisition  for  fifty.  Instead  of 
waiting  for  the  whole  number,  I  request  that  as  many  as  can  be  ob- 
tained be  sent,  with  drivers  and  teams  of  course.  Tents  are  absolutely 
necessary  for  troops  acting  in  the  field.  The  cavalry,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Douthat'8  company,  have  no  tents,  and  the  houses  here  are  all 
occupied.  I  have  directed  the  assistant  quartermaster  to-day  to  get 
boards  from  a  steam  saw-mill  about  seven  miles  above  this  place,  with 
which  to  build  sheds  for  mules  and  horses.  Requisitions  for  tents  for 
the  Third  Virginia  Regiment  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Quartermaster's 
Department^,  and  approved,  but  they  have  none.  Not  more  than  one- 
third  of  the. force  works  on  the  defenses;  the  rest  are  drilling.  Colonel 
Ewell  has  been  directed  by  me  to  cause  the  men  under  his  command  to 
work  at  the  defenses  intrusted  to  him,  and  also  to  employ,  or  impress, 
if  necessary,  as  many  negroes  as  he  requires  for  this  purpose. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  fcANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 


Hdqrs.  Department  op  Fredericksburg, 

Frederickabura.  Va..  June  3.  1861. 

Col.  R.  $.  Garnett,  Adjutant-General  Virginia  Forces  : 

Sir:  I  received  last  evening  the  General's  views  respecting  my 
telegram  to  Governor  Letcher  of  the  31st  ultimo.  The  views  expressed 
are  admitted,  on  general  principles,  as  correct  The  General  is  not 
probably  aware  of  the  return  through  my  office,  on  the  morninff  in 
question,  if  my  memory  serves  me,  of  the  requisition  of  Captain  Walker 
for  ammunition,  made  some  days  previously,  without  having  been  filled, 
on  the  ground  of  an  omission  to  state  the  amount  of  ammunition  on 
hand.  I  have  been  informed  also  that  the  General  was  then  absent  at 
Manassas  Junction.  As  I  approached  the  scene  of  action  that  morning 
the  firing  had  become  rapid  and  heavy,  and  there  was  reason  to  believe 
that  a  crisis  was  rapidly  approaching.  Under  these  circumstances  I 
wrote  the  telegram,  and  instructed  a  clerk,  sent  to  Fredericksburg  for 
that  purpose,  to  send  it  to  the  governor,  and  also  to  your  office.  I  had 
been  authorized,  on  entering  on  duty,  immediately  on  the  secession  of 
the  State,  to  communicate  directly  with  the  governor  on  matters  deemed 
by  me  of  material  importance.  The  effort  to  sustain  our  cause  and  to 
supply  Captain  Walker's  rifled  guns  was  thus  accomplished,  enabling 
me  to  carry  under  my  personal  charge  a  full  supply  of  ammunition  for 
it  upon  the  field  in  the  midst  of  the  action  on  Saturday. 
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Military  commanders,  1  have  found  from  an  experience  not  very  Inn 
ited  (and  to  which  the  General  has  been  pleased  to  refer),  sometimes  sac- 
rifice forms  to  impending  necessities.  On  the  subject  of  the  expendi- 
ture of  ammunition,  the  General  has  not  been  more  solicitous  as  to  its 
economical  use  than  I  have  constantly  been.  Thus  far  it  is  well  known 
that  the  naval  batteries  are  under  the  exclusive  command  of  the  naval 
officers,  and  I  have  had  only  to  assist  in  locating  them,  to  furnish  the 
men  and  most  of  the  materials  to  build  them,  and  (when  erected)  to  man 
and  protect  them  at  all  times,  much  to  the  prejudice  of  my  volunteer 
organization,  and  have  never  ordered  the  firing  of  a  single  gun  from 
one  of  them. 

I  have  reason  to  regret  that  the  General  should  have,  apparently, 
judged  as  to  the  character  of  our  operations  from  information  possibly 
derived  from  irresponsible  sources.  I  trust  that  the  General  will  believe 
that,  so  far  as  depends  upon  myself  ]>ersonally,  I  shall  make  the  best 
use  of  such  force  and  material  as  may  be  furnished  me  and  as  I  can 
raise  and  collect. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that,  although  our  forces  have  not  suffered.  I 
should  not  be  willing,  trusting  to  rumor  and  observation,  to  assure  the 
enemy  so  readily  for  loss  sustained. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  RUGGLE8, 
Colonel,  Provisional  Army,  Commanding  Forces. 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Richmond,  June  4,  1861. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Harper's  Ferry,  Va. : 

General  :  Colonel  McDonald,  who  will  hand  you  this  letter,  will  ex- 
hibit to  you  a  communication  addressed  to  him  by  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  I  am  instructed  to  suggest  that  you  co-operate  with  him  in 
furthering  the  important  object  in  view  to  the  extent  that  your  judg- 
ment will  enable  you  to  act 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Richmond,  June  4,  18C1. 

Col.  Angus  W.  McDonald,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Harper's  Ferry,  and  report  to  General 
Joseph  E.  Johnston.  With  such  troops  of  horse  as  he  can  spare  from 
his  command  and  such  as  you  may  raise  as  have  not  yet  been  mustered 
into  service,  you  will  then  with  this  force  proceed  to  the  Cheat  River 
Bridge,  and  if  practicable  destroy  the  same,  and  as  much  of  the  road, 
bridges,  and  tunnels  as  you  can  accomplish. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 
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Headquarters  Virginia  Forces. 

Richmond,  Va.,  June  4,  1861. 

Col.  J.  A.  Early,  Lynchburg,  Va.  : 

Colonel  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  2d  instant,  I  am  in- 
structed to  state  that  there  are  no  cavalry  sabers  or  pistols  of  any  kind 
here,  aud  your  request  cannot,  therefore,  be  complied  with. 
Very  respectfully,  &c, 

E.  8.  GARNETT, 


Shepherdstown,  Va.,  June  4, 1861. 

Brigadier-General  Johnston  : 

Sir  :  I  have  intelligence  from  the  other  side  up  to  3  p.  m.  yesterday. 
No  Federal  troops  at  Hagerstown,  Boonsborough,  or  at  any  other  point 
in  the  valley.  At  Chambersburg  there  are  said  to  be  some  ten  or  twelve 
thousand  men,  though  my  informant  believed  that  their  number  was 
exaggerated. 

A  true  friend  from  Maryland,  living  three  miles  from  this  post,  came 
over  last  night  with  information  that  on  Sunday  a  prominent  Republi- 
can, of  Washington  County,  Maryland,  named  Cook,  accompanied  by  a 
Pennsylvanian,  in  citizen's  dress,  were  at  Mercersville,  about  three  and 
a<half  miles  above  this  place,  and  at  other  points  along  the  canal  above 
that  point,  engaging  boats  and  scows,  to  be  used  in  passing  the  river. 
Cook  said  to  one  of  the  persons,  from  whom  he  obtained  a  ferry-boat, 
that>  in  the  course  of  the  next  week,  there  would  be  twenty  or  twenty- 
five  thousand  men  thrown  into  Virginia  upon  this  line ;  that  they  pro- 
posed to  cross  the  river  at  three  points,  viz,  Mercersville,  Slackwater 
Dam  No.  4,  about  six  miles  above  this,  and  at  WilUamsport ;  and  that 
the  three  columns  would  concentrate  at  a  point  on  the  railroad  not  far 
from  Kerney8ville.  There  is  a  great  congregation  of  canal  and  ferry 
boats  at  Slackwater  Dam  No.  4,  with  which  they  could  speedily  bridge 
the  river  at  that  point.  I  have  a  large  ferry-boat  secured  on  our  side 
in  Dam  No.  4,  with  which  I  can  cross  over  t  wenty-five  or  thirty  men  at 
a  time.  The  enemy's  boats  have  uo  other  guard  than  their  hands  on 
board  and  some  canal  hands,  perhaps  one  hundred  and  twenty  men  in 
all.  I  think,  with  my  company,  I  could,  if  desirable,  destroy  all  of  the 
boats  by  crossing  the  river  in  the  night  and  burning  them. 

I  obtained  two  kegs  (twenty -five  pounds  each)  of  powder  from  Mary- 
land on  yesterday.  I  have  more  of  the  article  now  than  I  have  imme- 
diate use  for.  I  shall,  however,  continue  to  procure  all  that  I  can. 
Please  direct  me  where  to  send  it.  If  desired,  I  can  forward  it  to  Win- 
chester. There  is  a  good  macadamized  road  from  here  to  that  place. 
If  not  already  known  to  you,  allow  me  to  call  your  attention  to  a  ford 
across  the  river  at  (just  below)  the  mouth  of  Antietam  Creek,  four  and 
a  quarter  miles  below  this  point  It  is  a  good  ford,  and  is  now  passable, 
and  the  approaches  on  either  side  very  good.  My  force  of  cavalry  is 
too  small  to  enable  me  to  guard  it 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

RO.  L.  DOYLE, 
Captain,  Third  Virginia  Infantry,  Commandant  of  Post. 
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Lynchburg,  Va.,  June  4, 1861. 

R.  S.  Garnett,  Adjutant  General: 

A  telegram  from  Dublin  Depot  was  received  here  last  night  by  Lieu 
tenant-Colonel  Langhorne,  by  a  person  just  from  Parisburg,  Giles 
County,  stating  that  a  large  force  from  the  northwest  was  advancing 
on  Lewisburg.   This  morning  the  following  telegram  was  received  by 
him  from  the  same  place : 

Last  night's  dispatch  is  confirmed  by  special  messenger  this  morning.  Ten  t  lion  - 
saud  Northern  troops  and  twelve  hundred  horse  are  now  in  Fayette  County,  making 
forced  marches  for  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Railroad.  We  want  assistance.  From 
their  position  they  can  reach  the  road  in  three  days. 

JAMES  J.  HABOCK, 
CHARLES  F.  DOUTHAT, 

I  send  the  dispatch  for  what  it  is  worth.  I  cannot  believe  there  is 
any  truth  in  it.  The  country  from  which  it  comes  has  been  very  much 
stampeded  with  false  rumors  of  insurrection  on  the  line  of  the  Virginia 
and  Tennessee  Road.  /To  allay  excitement,  I  would  suggest  that  a  spe- 
cial messenger  be  sent  to  Lewisburg  by  the  Central  Railroad. 

J.  A.  EARLY, 
Colonel.  Command  inn. 


Richmond,  June  4, 1861. 

General  J.  B.  Floyd,  Abingdon,  Va.  : 

A  dispatch  from  Colonel  Early  at  Lynchburg  states  that  a  large 
force,  ten  thousand  Northern  troops,  twelve  hundred  horse,  by  hard 
inarches  are  pushiug  for  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Railroad,  and 
advancing  through  Fayette  County  to  Lewisburg.  Send  reliable  infor- 
mation as  far  as  can  be  obtained.  Press  forward  organization  of  brig- 
ade of  riflemen,  and,  if  report  is  true,  call  out  all  available  force  and 
protect  railroad. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Richmond,  June  4,  1861. 

General  J.  B.  Floyd,  Wytheville,  Va.  : 

Four  regiments — three  from  Mississippi  and  one  from  Alabama — have 
been  ordered  to  proceed  to  this  place  via  Knoxville,  subject,  however, 
to  be  stopped  by  you  at  Dublin  Depot,  should  the  news  of  invasion 
telegraphed  by  you  to  the  President  be  confirmed,  and  this  will  be  your 
authority  to  stop  these  troops  and  all  others  passing  that  route,  should 
you  deem  it  necessary.  Commanding  officers  will  so  regard  your  order. 
One  thousand  muskets,  with  ammunition,  have  been  ordered  to  Dublin 
Depot  to  your  address.   Acknowledge  by  telegraph. 

L.  P.  WALKER, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Richmond,  Jvne  5,  1861. 

General  Beauregard,  Manassas  Junction,  Va.  : 

Send  a  messenger  by  the  train  to  Strasburg,  there  to  telegraph  the 
following  order  to  General  J.  E.  Johnston,  at  Harper's  Ferry,  viz : 

Send  a  detachment  to  Bath,  with  means  and  authority  to  take  the  arms  now  in 
charge  of  Col.  8am.  Johnson,  and  remove  them  to  place  of  safety. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 
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Special  Orders,  >         Adjt.  and  Inspr.  Gen.'s  Office, 

No.  64.         J  Richmond,  June  5,  1861. 

•  •••••• 

IV.  Brig.  Gen.  T.  EL  Holmes,  Provisional  Army,  will  proceed  to  Fred- 
ericksburg, Va.,  and  assume  command  of  the  troops  in  that  vicinity. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Alexandria, 

Camp  Pickens,  June  5,  1861. 

To  the  good  People  of  the  Counties  of  Loudoun,  Fairfax,  and  Prince 

William: 

A  reckless  and  unprincipled  tyrant  has  invaded  your  soil.  Abraham 
Lincoln,  regardless  of  all  moral,  legal,  and  constitutional  restraints,  has 
thrown  his  abolition  hosts  among  you,  who  are  mordering  and  impris- 
oning your  citizens,  confiscating  and  destroying  your  property,  and 
committing  other  acts  of  violence  and  outrage  too  shocking  and  revolt- 
ing to  humanity  to  be  enumerated.  All  rules  of  civilized  warfare  are 
abandoned,  and  they  proclaim  by  their  acts,  if  not  on  their  banners, 
that  their  war-cry  is  "  Beauty  and  booty."  All  that  is  dear  to  man,  your 
honor,  and  that  of  your  wives  and  daughters,  your  fortunes,  and  your 
lives,  are  involved  in  this  momentous  contest 

In  the  name,  therefore,  of  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  Confed- 
erate States,  in  the  sacred  cause  of  constitutional  liberty  and  self-gov- 
ernment, for  which  we  are  contending,  in  behalf  of  civilization  and 
humanity  itself,  1,  G.  T.  Beauregard,  brigadier-general  of  the  Confed- 
erate States,  commanding  at  Camp  Pickens,  Manassas  Junction,  do 
make  this  my  proclamation,  and  invite  and  enjoin  you  by  every  consid- 
eration dear  to  the  hearts  of  freemen  and  patriots,  by  the  name  and 
memory  of  your  revolutionary  fathers,  and  by  the  purity  and  sanctity 
of  your  domestic  firesides,  to  rally  to  the  standard  of  your  State  and 
country,  and  by  every  means  in  your  power  compatible  with  honorable 
warfare  to  drive  back  and  expel  the  invaders  from  your  land.  I  con- 
jure  you  to  be  true  and  loyal  to  your  country  and  her  legal  and  consti- 
tutional authorities,  and  especially  to  be  vigilant  of  the  movements  and 
acts  of  the  enemy,  so  as  to  enable  you  to  give  the  earliest  authentic  in- 
formation to  these  headquarters  or  to  the  officers  under  my  command. 
1  desire  to  assure  you  that  the  utmost  protection  in  my  power  will  be 
extended  to  you  all. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  June  6, 1861. 

General  tt.  E.  Lee,  Commander-in-Chief,  Richmond,  Va.: 

General  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant 
by  the  last  mail.  My  object  in  writing  each  of  the  several  communica- 
tions in  relation  to  this  command;  was  to  ascertain  exactly  the  manner 
in  which  the  Government  wishes  it  to  be  used,  no  instructions  having 
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been  given  to  me.  Do  these  troops  constitute  a  garrison  or  a  corps  of 
observation  f  If  the  former  (which  yonr  letter  of  the  3d  implies  some- 
what), it  is  to  be  considered  that  oar  only  defensible  position  has  a  front 
of  nearly  two  miles ;  that  the  supply  of  ammunition  is  not  more  than  sufB  - 
cient  to  repel  one  vigorous  assault,  and  that  the  position  could  not  then 
be  evacuated,  as  the  enemy  would  be  nearer  than  ourselves  to  the  only 
line  of  retreat — that  through  Loudoun.  If  as  a  corps  of  observation,  it 
will  have  a  task  which  the  best  troops  would  find  difficult,  for  the  en- 
emy north  of  us  can  find  crossing  places  too  numerous  for  this  force 
even  to  observe,  and?  while  watching  them,  it  is  likely  to  be  cut  off  by 
the  troops  from  Ohio,  who  you  know  are  commanded  by  a  man  of 
great  ability.  The  operations  of  these  troops  and  those  from  Pennsyl- 
vania will  no  doubt  be  combined.  A  retreat  from  the  presence  of  an 
enemy  is  the  most  difficult  of  military  operations  to  the  best  troops.  To 
very  new  ones  it  is  impossible.   It  would  very  soon  become  a  flight. 

Yon  say  that  "the  abandonment  of  Harper's  Ferry  would  be  depress- 
ing to  the  cause  of  the  South."  Would  not  the  loss  of  five  or  six  thou- 
sand men  be  more  so  f  And,  if  they  remain  here,  they  must  be  captured 
or  destroyed  very  soon  after  General  McClellans  arrival  in  the  valley. 
Might  it  not  be  better  (after  the  troops  here  have  delayed  the  enemy  as 
long  by  their  presence  as  they  prudently  can)  to  transfer  them  to  some 
point  where  they  may  still  be  useful  t 

We  have,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  Master  of  Ordnance, 
about  forty  rounds  of  ammunition,  besides  eighty-two  thousand  five 
hundred  cartridges,  just  received,  which  makes  an  addition  of  about 
four  rounds,  as  there  are  with  them  but  twenty- two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred caps. 

Notice  of  the  arrival  of  the  Tennessee  regiment  in  Winchester  is  just 
received.  The  colonel  informs  me  that  they  are  without  percussion 
caps. 

Our  troops  are  not  equipped  for  a  campaign.  More  than  two  regi- 
ments are  without  cartridge-boxes.  Most  of  them  having-traveled  by 
railroad,  use  trunks  and  valises,  instead  of  knapsacks,  and  few  are  pro- 
vided with  shoes  fit  for  marching. 

With  money  I  could  have  obtained  more  caps  probably.  I  have  not 
thought  it  worth  while  to  provide  a  supply  of  provisions  out  of  propor- 
tion to  that  of  ammunition. 

I  oner  these  opinions  for  what  they  are  worth,  thinking  it  my  duty 
to  present  them  to  you,  and  being  anxious  to  conform  closely  to  what- 
ever general  plan  of  operations  has  been  determined  upon.  I  beg  you, 
therefore,  to  let  me  understand  my  position. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHN8TON. 
Brigadier  General,  0.  8.  Army. 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Richmond,  June  6,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Hen  it  y  A.  Wise,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

Sir  :  Having  been  appointed  brigadier-general  of  Provisional  Forces, 
you  will  proceed,  with  the  force  placed  at  your  disposal,  by  the  most 
speedy  route  of  communication,  to  the  valley  of  the  Kanawha.  You 
will,  by  such  means  and  agencies  as  may  be  within  your  control,  rally 
the  people  of  that  valley  and  the  adjoining  counties  to  resist  and  repel 
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the  invading  army,  which  is  reported  to  be  on  its  march  towards  Lewis- 
burg,  which  may  as  probably  be  directed  towards  the  Virginia  and 
Tennessee  Railroad,  by  any  of  the  various  routes  between  that  indicated 
in  the  valley  of  the  Big  Sandy  River.  Yon  must  needs  rely  upon  the 
arms  among  the  people  to  supply  the  requisite  armament,  and  upou 
their  valor  and  knowledge  of  the  country  as  a  substitute  for  organiza 
tion  and  discipline.  If  there  be  any  who  have  arms  beyond  their 
power  or  will  to  use.  you  can  take  them,  with  such  arrangement  as  the 
case  may  indicate  for  future  settlement.  As  your  transportation  will 
of  course  be  very  limited,  and  the  service  of  such  character  as  will  in- 
dicate the  lightest  practicable  train,  the  troops  must  be  taught  to  rely 
upon  the  supplies  of  the  country,  but  not  be  permitted  to  take  them 
except  through  officers  authorized  for  that  purpose,  and  they  should  be 
instructed  always  to  make  prompt  payment,  or  to  give  such  receipts  as 
will  insure  early  and  adequate  remuneration.  All  officers  commanding 
separate  parties  should  be  instructed  to  unite  with  the  greatest  vigi- 
lance and  closest  scrutiny  the  highest  regard  for  the  personal  and 
property  rights  of  all  with  whom  they  may  come  in  contact,  save  the 
common  enemy  of  the  State,  towards  whom  the  rules  of  war,  as  known 
to  civilized  nations,  will  be  applied. 

The  imperfect  information  possessed  of  the  force  and  objects  of  the 
enemy  do  not  permit  specific  instructions  either  as  to  your  line  of 
operations  or  the  movements  to  be  made.  You  must  exercise  a  sound 
discretion,  so  that  all  your  efforts  may  tend  to  the  result  of  repelling 
the  enemy  if  possible,  and  if  not,  of  checking  him  as  near  the  border  of 
our  territory  as  may  be  practicable.  If  the  disparity  of  numbers  should 
be  very  great,  your  defensive  positions  will  for  the  present  necessarily 
be  retired  to  the  mountain  passes,  and  sorties  against  the  enemy  should 
always  be  so  made  as  to  embarrass  and  delay  his  movements  without 
hazarding  the  loss  of  detachments  from  your  command,  teaching  them 
to  wait  until  you  have  the  means  to  strike  a  blow  which  shall  be  effect- 
ive. The  several  officers  of  experience  who  have  been  directed  to 
report  to  you  will  be  assigned  by  you  to  such  duties  as  the  necessities 
of  the  case  may  require. 

General  Floyd,  who  has  been  appointed  a  brigadier-general,  has  beeu 
specially  chargea  with  the  protection  of  the  line  of  the  Tennessee  and 
Virginia  Railroad.  It  may  well  occur  that  a  junction  of  your  forces 
may  become  desirable,  in  which  event  each  should  exhibit  his  letters 
of  instructions  to  the  other,  so  that  you  may  cordially  co-operate  to 
attain  the  common  object  of  both.  In  the  event  of  such  a  junction,  and 
whilst  serving  together,  General  Floyd,  being  senior  by  commission, 
will,  according  to  the  Rules  and  Articles  of  War,  command  the  whole. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

June  10,  1861. 

P.  S. — Such  volunteers  as  may  be  engaged  for  your  command  and 
sent  forward  to  Lewisburg  within  the  next  twenty  days  will  be  there 
mustered  into  service  by  companies  and  their  transportation  paid  to 
that  point,  it  being  understood  that  these  volunteers  are  not  to  be  taken 
from  any  of  the  organized  regiments  or  companies  now  in  the  service 
of  the  Confederate  States. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 
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Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  June  7, 1861. 

Maj.  M.  G.  Harman,  Commanding  at  Staunton,  Va.: 

Major  :  Your  letter  of  June  6  has  been  received,*  and  I  desire  to 
express  my  approbation  of  your  conduct  in  forwarding  re-enforcements 
of  men  and  supplies  of  arms,  ammunition,  provisions,  and  clothing  to 
Colonel  Porterfield,  at  Beverly. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  8.  Garnett  has  been  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
troops  at  Beverly  and  in  that  region,  and  will  proceed  there  at  once. 
All  the  troops  that  can  be  spared  from  this  point  will  be  forwarded  as 
fast  as  practicable  to  General  Garnett,  and  it  is  hoped  that  these,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  forces  now  there  and  those  which  can  be  hereafter  raised  in 
that  region,  will  form  an  adequate  force  for  the  protection  of  the  north- 
western part  of  the  State. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c, 

K.  E.  LEE, 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  June  7,  1861. 

General  Joseph  B.  Johnston, 

Commanding,  die.,  Harper**  Ferry,  Va.  : 

General:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  6th 
instant.  The  importance  of  the  subject  has  induced  me  to  lay  it  be- 
fore the  President,  that  he  may  be  informed  of  your  views.  He  places 
great  value  upon  our  retention  of  the  command  of  the  Shenandoah 
Valley  and  the  position  at  Harper's  Ferry.  The  evacuation  of  the 
latter  would  interrupt  our  communication  with  Maryland,  and  injure, 
our  cause  in  that  State.  He  does  not  thiuk  it  probable  that  there  will 
be  an  immediate  attack  by  troops  from  Ohio. 

General  R.  S.  Garnett,  C.  S.  Army,  with  a  command  of  four  thou- 
sand men,  has  been  directed  to  Beverly,  to  arrest  the  progress  of  troops 
towards  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  Col.  Angus  W.  McDonald  has  also 
been  sent  to  interrupt  the  passage  of  troops  over  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad.  It  is  hoped  by  these  means  that  you  will  be  relieved 
from  an  attack  in  that  direction,  and  will  have  merely  to  resist  an  attack 
in  front  from  Pennsylvania. 

An  effort  will  be  made  to  send  yon  cartridge-boxes  and  knapsacks 
for  the  two  regiments  that  are  without  them,  and  also  an  additional 
supply  of  ammunition.  Greater  mobility  might  be  given  to  your  forces 
by  directing  their  surplus  baggage,  trunks,  valises,  &c,  to  be  returned 
home  or  sent  to  some  place  of  safety.  Another  regiment  from  Georgia 
has  been  ordered  to  report  to  you,  viz,  Colonel  Gartrell's.  It  is  hoped 
that  you  will  be  able  to  be  timely  informed  of  the  approach  of  troops 
again  t  yon,  and  retire,  provided  they  cannot  be  successfully  opposed. 
You  must  exercise  your  discretion  and  judgment  in  this  respect,  to 
insure,  if  possible,  your  safety.  Precise  instructions  cannot  be  given 
you,  but,  being  informed  of  the  object  of  the  campaign,  yon  will  be  able 
to  regulate  its  conduct  to  the  best  advantage. 
I  am,  general,  &c., 

B.  B.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 

•Seep.  69. 
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Headquarters  Forges  op  Virginia, 

Norfolk,  Fa.,  June  7,  1801. 

Maj.  God.  B.  E.  Lee,  Commanding  Forces  of  Virginia : 

Sir:  The  great  difficulty  of  communicating  with  and  supplying  our 
batteries  on  the  Nansemood  River  has  retarded  the  work  on  them,  and 
been  of  serious  inconvenience  to  us.  I  determined  to  put  a  small 
steamer  on  the  river,  and  on  the  night  before  last  Capt.  A.  Sinclair 


took  the  small  steamer  Roanoke,  which  Commodore  Forrest  had 
tered  aud  put  at  my  disposal.  Captain  Sinclair  ran  her  in  very  hand- 
somely, without  being  discovered  by  the  guard-boats  of  the  enemy,  and 
she  is  now  on  the  river;  and,  in  connection  with  the  railroad  to  Suffolk, 
puts  us  in  easy  communication  with  all  the  batteries  on  the  Nansemond 
River. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  HUGER, 
Brigadier- Gsneral,  Commanding. 


General  Orders,  )        Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

No.  26.  1  Richmond,  Fa.,  June  8,  1861. 

By  the  Governor  of  Virginia. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

The  delegates  of  the  people  of  Virginia,  in  Convention  assembled, 
having  by  their  ordinance  passed- April  25, 1861,  adopted  and  ratified 
the  Constitution  of  the  Provisional  Government  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  ordained  and  established  at  Montgomery,  Ala.,  on 
February  8, 1861,  and  the  State  of  Virginia  having  l>een,  by  an  act  of 
the  Confederate  States,  passed  May  7, 1861,  admitted  as  a  State  into 
the  Confederate  Government,  and  the  President  being,  under  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Provisional  Government  of  the  Confederate  States,  the 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  Confederate  States 
and  of  the  militia  of  the  several  States  when  called  into  the  service  of 
the  Confederate  States: 

Now,  therefore,  I,  John  Letcher,  governor  of  Virginia,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  executive  council,  do  hereby  transfer  to 
the  authorities  of  the  Confederate  States,  by  regiments,  all  the  volun- 
teer forces  which  have  been  mustered  into  the  service  of  Virginia,  and 
do  order  a  like  transfer,  by  regiments,  battalions,  squadrons,  ami  com- 
panies, of  all  volunteers  or  militia,  as  the  same  shall  be  formed,  and 
their  services  may  be  required. 

I  further  hereby  transfer  to  the  authorities  of  the  Confederate  States 
the  command  of  all  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  of  the  Provisional 
Navy  of  Virginia,  for  service  in  the  Confederate  States. 

I  do  further  order  that  all  officers  of  the  Virginia  service  now  on 
duty  in  any  of  the  departments  of  the  staff  continue  to  discharge  their 
respective  functions,  under  the  direction  and  control  of  the  President, 
until  otherwise  ordered;  and  that  all  quartermaster's,  commissary,  ana 
medical  stores  belonging  to  the  State  and  in  charge  of  said  officers,  to 
be  turned  over  for  the  use  of  the  Confederate  States,  upon  proper 
receipts  for  the  articles  turned  over,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  accounting 
officer  for  settlement.  All  moneys  in  charge  of  any  of  the  departments 
will  be  forthwith  returned  into  the  treasury  of  the  State. 
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I  do  further  order  all  the  Provisional  Army  of  Virginia  to  respect 
and  obey  all  lawful  orders  emanating  from  the  President,  or  those  com- 
manding under  his  authority,  and  that  the  same  may  be  incorporated, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  into  the  Provisional  Army  of  the  Confederate 
States,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  President 

I  do  herebv  authorize  the  use  of  all  public  property,  munitions  of  war, 
&c,  captured  from  the  United  States,  the  machinery  at  Harper's  Ferry 
excepted,  by  the  President  or  those  acting  under  his  authority,  for  the 
common  defense. 

Given  under  my  hand  as  governor,  and  under  the  seal  of  the  State, 
at  Richmond,  this  6th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1861,  and  in  the  eighty-fifth 
year  of  the  Commonwealth. 

By  the  governor: 

[seal.]  GEORGE  W.  MUNFORD, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

In  compliance  with  the  foregoing  proclamation,  the  command  of  the 
military  and  naval  forces  of  the  State  of  Virginia  is  transferred  to  the 
Confederate  States.  All  officers  of  said  forces  will  obey  the  orders  they 
may  receive  from  the  heads  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments,  respect- 
ively. Officers  of  the  staff  will  receive  their  instructions  from  the  chiefs 
of  the  several  branches  of  the  Confederate  States  Government 

R.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 


Lynchburg,  Va.,  June  8, 1861. 

Col.  R.  S.  Garnett,  Adjutant-General  Virginia  Forces: 

Colonel  :  I  received  your  dispatch  to-day,  and  answered  it  in  the 
same  way,  but  imperfectly.  There  is  no  company  of  cavalry  here  fully 
armed.  Two  companies  have  double-barreled  shot-guns,  bought  by  their 
counties,  but  no  sabers,  and  are  but  beginning  to  drill.  There  are  two 
companies  tolerably  well  drilled,  with  forty  or  fifty  sabers  each.  One 
has  no  guns  and  the  other  a  few.  There  are  two  other  companies,  one 
of  which  has  about  forty  sabers  and  a  few  guns,  just  commencing  to 
drill.  There  are  about  a  hundred  flint-lock  pistols,  which  have  been 
gathered  from  old  companies.  A  number  of  sabers,  of  old  patterns, 
have  also  been  collected.  All  the  companies  want  cartridge-boxes  and 
cap-boxes.  I  have  sent  off  to  Henry  County  for  some  sabers  and  pistols 
which  I  am  informed  are  there.  All  the  companies  here  are  well 
mounted,  and  would  make  fine  companies  if  there  were  arms  for  them. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  £  A^  EARLY, 


Headquarters. 
Bethel  Church,  Va.,  June  8,  1861. 

Colonel  Garnett: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  received  official  intelligence, 
on  the  6th  instant,  from  Major  Montague,  in  command  at  this  point, 
that  tills  position,  held  by  three  companies  Virgiuia  volunteers,  two 
howitzers,  and  two  troops  of  cavalry,  was  about  to  be  turned  by  a  force 
from  Newport  News,  as  well  as  one  up  the  Poquosin  River.  I  ordered 
Colonel  Stuart,  in  command  of  four  companies  of  Virginia  volunteers, 
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: 

at  that  moment  prepared  to  march,  to  Blow's  Mill  and  Grove  Landing, 
and  Colonel  Hill's  regiment  of  North  Carolina  volunteers  to  proceed  at 
once  to  meet  the  enemy  at  the  point  threatened.  This  movement  1  in- 
tended to  have  made,  at  all  events,  on  the  following  day.  Colonel  Hill 
met  the  command  of  Major  Montague  at  the  Half-way  House?  the  latter 
having  retreated,  after  consultation  with  his  officers,  from  this  position. 
Colonel  Hill  dispatched  Major  Montague's  command  to  guard  the  r<»- 
quosin  River,  and  proceeded  with  his  regiment  and  two  pieces  of  artillery 
to  occupy  and  fortify  this  place.  Colonel  Stuart,  in  obedience  to  orders 
from  me,  proceeded  to  the  bridge,  on  the  Newport  News  road,  which 
enters  the  York  two  miles  above  the  Half-way  House,  and  destroyed 
the  bridge  over  the  stream  at  that  point,  and  blockaded  all  the  country 
roads  above  it,  thus  rendering  it  almost  impossible  to  turn  this  position 
without  a  march  of  at  least  twenty  miles.  On  the  same  evening  (the 
6th)  I  inspected  Colonel  Stuart's  work,  and  slept  at  the  Half-way  House. 

On  the  7th  I  reconnoitered  the  Poquosin  River  and  roads  leading  to  it 
on  this  side,  occupying  the  remainder  of  the  day  in  devising  means  to 
supply  the  force  here  with  provisions  and  forage. 

The  next  day  (yesterday)  I  arrived  here,  and  found  that  the  works 
under  Colonel  Hill  had  advanced  very  rapidly.  In  the  course  of  these 
operations  several  collisions  took  place  between  our  scooting  parties  and 
those  of  the  enemy  very  creditable  to  our  troops  and  citizens.  Three 
of  the  latter,  on  horseback,  met  with  nine  of  the  enemy  on  foot,  and  an 
exchange  of  shots  resulted  in  our  killing  one,  wounding  another,  and 
taking  a  third  prisoner.  I  remember  the  names  of  but  two :  Mr.  Scott, 
of  Texas,  and  Mr.  Ben.  Phillips,  of  Elizabeth  City. 

Previous  to  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Hill  at  this  post,  Captain  Werth,  of 
Virginia  volunteers,  then  in  command,  proceeded  to  Newport  News, 
with  a  small  body  of  horsemen,  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitering.  Being 
at  tue  head  of  his  men,  he  found  himself  in  the  enemy's  lines  before  he 
was  aware  of  it,  and,  coming  suddenly  upon  a  working  force,  consisting 
of  a  commissioned  officer  and  over  twenty  privates,  he  killed  the  com- 
missioned officer  and  one  private  with  his  revolver,  and  the  rest  fled 
into  camp,  crying  out,  44 The  Virginia  Horse  1  The  Virginia  Horse!" 
The  troops  encamped  on  the  outside  of  the  trenches  rushed  into  them  in 
confusion,  amid  which  he  retired  to  his  command  and  returned  home. 
Since  then  Newport  News  has  been  re  enforced  by  at  least  one  thousand 
men. 

Yesterday,  at  1  o'clock,  I  received  a  note  from  Colonel  Hill,  stating 
that  a  considerable  body  of  Federal  troops  were  advancing  towards  his 
post.  The  cavalry  having  been  temporarily  withdrawn  to  the  Half-way 
House  for  forage,  I  immediately  dispatched  the  Hampton  Troop,  Captain 
Phillips,  to  report  to  Colonel  Hill,  and  proceeded  to  this  place  in  person. 
On  my  arrival  here  I  found  that  Colonel  Hill  bad  dispatched  a  portion 
of  Company  F,  North  Carolina  regiment,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee, 
and  a  howitzer,  under  Major  Randolph,  and  another  detachment  of 
Company  E,same  regiment,  under  Major  Lane,  and  one  howitzer,  under 
Lieutenant  Wight,  by  different  roads,  to  attack,  and,  if  possible,  cut  off 
this  party.  The  Federal  troops  were  robbing  a  house  when  the  detach- 
ment first  named  came  in  sight  of  them.  They  fled,  about  eighty  in 
number.  Our  party  gave  chase.  Not  being  able  to  overtake,  Major 
Randolph  discharged  his  howitzer  into  them,  which  appeared  to  take 
effect.  They  fled  in  great  confusion,  after  having  tired  several  shots, 
leaving  one  soldier,  who  was  made  prisoner,  and  who  is  now  in  camp. 
In  the  mean  time,  our  other  detachment,  under  Major  Lane,  met  with  a 
party  of  Federal  troops,  upon  whom  they  fired,  with  what  effect  was  not 
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known,  and  made  one  prisoner,  who  is  also  in  our  camp.  Both  of  these 
belonged  to  the  New  York  volunteers.  In  farther  explanation  of  this 
affair,  I  inclose  an  extract  of  a  note  just  received  from  Captain  Werth, 
on  picket  guard.    He  says: 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Adams  came  from  Hampton  last  uight.  He  saw  one  cart-load  of 
wounded  carried  into  Hampton  last  night,  and  two  more  carried  in  his  buggy,  which 
had  been  impressed  for  the  occasion.  A  Colonel  Pierce  had  command  of  the  maraud- 
ing party,  three  hundred  strong.  Mr.  Adams  learned  in  Hampton,  from  the  officers, 
that  Hampton  was  to  be  made  ■  strong  military  post  in  one  or  two  days.  The  enemy 


I  inclose  a  note  in  pencil  from  a  perfectly  reliable  source.  I  omitted 
to  state  that,  in  place  of  Colonel  Stuart's,  I  ordered  Colonel  August's 
whole  regiment  to  proceed  to  Grove  Landing,  and  to  fortify  at  once 
strongly,  in  such  a  way  as  to  protect  his  musketry  and  make  a  landing 
extremely  difficult.  Several  regiments  of  troops  ought  to  be  in  that 
neighborhood  immediately.  Grove  Wharf  is  held  ready  to  be  destroyed, 
but  it  will  take  some  time  to  effect  it  thoroughly.  In  mean  time  I  would 
respectfully  suggest  that  several  steamers,  loaded  with  provisions,  wagons, 
harness,  mules,  ammunition,  and  men,  be  ordered  to  that  point  and 
landed,  and  that  Mr.  Haskins,  who  I  believe  is  the  owner  of  many 
steamboats,  be  directed  to  have  one  far  down  the  river,  to  watch  the 
enemy  while  these  operations  are  being  effected,  and  that  as  soon  as 
they  are  concluded  orders  direct  from  headquarters  be  sent  to  Colonel 
August  to  burn  the  wharf  immediately  and  effectually. 

This  command  has  been  on  the  point  of  starvation  here,  on  account 
of  want  of  transportation.  The  means  of  transportation  are  absolutely 
necessary  to  enable  me  to  keep  the  field.  I  can  scarcely  support  this 
small  command,  and  am  exceedingly  anxious  to  have  the  Louisiana  aud 
Georgia  regiments  in  a  similar  position  to  this  on  the  Warwick  road. 
During  last  night  I  had  a  bridge  built  and  thrown  over  Back  River,  to 
enable  me  to  get  at  the  enemy  more  easily.  I  hope  to  have  another  one 
in  front  of  Hampton  in  a  few  nights.  Both  to  be  destroyed  as  occasion 
may  require. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 
Colonel  C(yiHfH(iitdinQ  Southeastern  DcpciTtitid^t 

llnclocnr*.] 

Winder's,  Va.,  June  9,  1861. 

Colonel  Magrudbb: 

I  did  not  return  from  Hampton  last  night  till  after  11  o'clock.  From 
all  I  could  learn,  I  am  satisfied  that  Hampton  is  within  a  few  days  to 
be  occupied  as  a  military  post  by  the  Federal  troops.  Probably  the 
affair  of  yesterday  may  hasten  this  event.  That  the  town  is  strongly 
guarded  every  night,  and  that  during  the  night  all  is  quiet;  but  during 
the  day,  particularly  yesterday,  all  sorts  of  plundering  was  going  on. 
both  in  town  and  country ;  that  Colonel  Duryea  has  been  superseded 
by  Brigadier- General  Pierce;  that  no  protection  or  right  of  ingress 
or  egress,  in  relation  to  Hampton,  would  be  allowed  to  any  but  those 
who  would  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States.  This,  in  a 
nut-shell,  is  about  the  amount  of  the  information  I  gained.  I  learned 
also  from  a  Captain  Wilson  that  it  was  in  contemplation  soon  to  attack 
Yorktown  with  forty  thousand  men.  I  could  ascertain  no  suspicion  of 
a  military  position  below  Yorktown.  I  heard  uothing  of  a  naval  attack 
at  York. 
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Special  Orders,  )  Adjt.  and  Inspr.  Gen.'s  Ofpiob, 

No.  67.         1  Richmond,  June  8,  1861. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

III.  Brig.  Gen.  B.  S.  Garnett,  Provisional  Army,  will  proceed  to 
StauntOD,  and  assume  command  of  the  troops  to  operate  in  Northwest- 
ern Virginia. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Camp  Mason,  Leesburg,  June  9,  1861. 
Lient.  Col.  Thos.  Jordan.  Actina  Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Sir  :  Inclosed  please  find  a  memorial  from  a  committee  on  behalf  of 
the  citizens  of  this  county,  asking  for  additional  forces  for  the  defense 
of  this  point.  If  it  is  the  design  of  the  military  authorities  to  defend 
this  portion  of  Virginia,  then  it  is  very  important  that  additional  forces 
should  be  concentrated  here.  I  feel  very  sensibly  the  importance  of 
this  fertile  country  to  the  subsistence  department  of  our  army  and  that 
of  the  enemy.  Besides,  if  a  good  force  be  placed  here,  it  will  cut  off  the 
enemy  from  one  of  the  routes  to  Harper's  Ferry.  I  earnestly  second 
the  wishes  of  the  petitioners,  and  ask  that  at  least  twenty-live  hundred 
men  be  sent  here. 

I  have  just  learned  from  reliable  information  that  there  are  ten  canal- 
boats  in  Georgetown  loaded  with  provisions  and  ammunition.  1  am  as- 
sured from  a  clergyman  who  has  been  across  the  river  that  this  informa- 
tion is  reliable.  With  the  additional. force  asked  for  we  would  probably 
be  able  to  cut  to  pieces  any  force  that  they  may  send  up,  under  the  im- 
pression that  we  have  only  a  few  hundred  men  here.  Send  the  force 
asked  for  if  the  exigencies  of  the  service  will  allow  it. 

I  have  no  information  of  any  movement  of  the  enemy  on  this  side  the 
river. 

Your  dispatch  was  received  to-day  in  regard  to  tearing  up  railroad  and 
burning  the  ties.  Will  you  inform  me  whether  I  am  to  put  the  troops 
here  at  that  work  and  stop  their  drill  t  The  guard  duty  here  is  very 
heavy,  and  if  a  force  has  to  be  detailed  for  the  purpose  indicated  it  will 
break  up  our  drill,  which  is  very  important  to  our  raw,  undisciplined 
troops.  Your  orders  shall  be  obeyed. 
Very  respectfully, 

BPPA  HUNTON, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

niii  hi 

Leesburg,  Va.,  June  9,  1861. 

OoL  Eppa  Hunton: 

The  undersigned,  a  committee  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Loudoun 
County,  respectfully  represent  that  it  is  our  impression,  in  which  we 
believe  you  concur,  that  the  military  force  at  Camp  Mason,  under  your 
command,  is  totally  inadequate  to  the  protection  and  defense  of  this  por- 
tion of  tho  State  of  Virginia,  which  we  are  assured  is  attractive  to  the 
enemy,  for  the  following  reasons : 

1st.  We  border  upon  the  Potomac  River,  which  forms  our  boundary 
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for  thirty  miles,  upon  which  there  are  not  less  than  thirteen  fords  and 
ferries.  Leesburg,  the  county  seat,  is  within  fonr  miles  of  the  nearest 
crossing.  We  are  within  thirty  miles  of  Washington  City,  whence  we 
can  be  approached  by  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  which  rnns  par- 
allel with  the  Potomac  River,  and  by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad 
at  the  Point  of  Rocks. 

2d.  We-  are  a  large  wheat  and  corn  growing  country,  with  heavy 
crops  of  »the  former  now  nearly  matured.  There  are  not  less  than 
twenty  thousand  cattle  now  being  grazed  in  the  county,  a  large  pro- 
portion of  which  are  fat  and  ready  for  market,  and  at  least  one  thou- 
sand of  these  are  upon  the  flats  of  the  river.  This  is  exclusive  of  the 
dairy  stock,  hogs,  sheep,  &c.  There  are  large  amounts  of  flour,  bacon, 
and  grain  of  last  year's  growth.  A  very  important  item  must  not  be 
omitted ;  that  is,  a  large  stock  of  the  finest  horses,  suited  to  cavalry  and 
artillery  service. 

We  deem  it  well  worthy  of  serious  consideration  that  there  is  a  large 
Union  element  in  Loudoun,  and  that  it  is  the  policy  of  the  Federal 
administration  to  intervene  in  their  behalf.  In  view  of  these  considera- 
tions, and  of  the  fact  that  the  Federal  papers  have  frequently  spoken  of 
Leesburg  as  an  eligible  position  for  a  camp  for  the  Federal  forces,  by 
reason  of  its  healthfulness  and  the  productiveness  of  the  surrounding 
country,  we  feel  it  highly  important  that  a  force  of  troops  shall  be 
immediately  stationed  here  sufficient  to  successfully  repel  invasion,  and 
respectfully  beg  that  you  will  exert  your  influence  to  attain  this  end. 
Respectfully, 

THO.  W.  EDWARDS  ET  al. 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Oppioe, 

Richmond,  June  10,  1861. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding,  &c,  Harper's  Ferry,  Va. : 

Sir:  The  sentiments  ascribed  to  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns 
in  Virginia  on  and  near  the  Potomac  border  may  render  it  important  to 
place  them,  for  a  time  at  least,  under  close  surveillance. 

I  am  instructed  to  state  that  Mr.  James  M.  Mason,  who,  from  his  resi- 
dence in  that  quarter  of  the  State  and  intimate  knowledge  of  its  in- 
habitants, can  probably  best  advise  you,  has  been  instructed  by  the 
President  to  indicate  to  you  such  points  as  in  his  judgment  should  be 
placed  under  such  care,  and  it  is  the  wish  of  the  President  that  Mr. 
Mason's  suggestions  in  this  regard  should  be  considered  by  yon,  and,  so 
far  as  consistent  with  your  judgment  and  authority,  that  you  place  it  in 
his  power  to  give  them  effect 

very  respecttuiiy,  your  ooeaient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  June  10, 1861. 

General  T.  H.  Holmes,  Commanding,       Fredericksburg,  Va.: 

General :  It  is  probable  that,  realizing  the  inutility  of  cannonading 
the  batteries  at  Aquia  Greek  with  smooth  bore  guns,  the  naval  force 
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of  the  United  States  will  hereafter  employ  rifled  cannon,  of  large  cali- 
ber, at  long  range.  It  is  reported  that  such  means  will  be  employed. 
It  is  therefore  advisable  that  the  batteries  should  be  rendered  as  secure 
as  possible  by  the  application  of  some  snch  means  as  were  so  success- 
fully employed  at  Charleston.  Railroad  iron,  laid  at  an  angle  of  about 
thirty  degrees  with  the  horizon,  on  Che  exterior  slope,  the  upper  ends 
not  projecting  above  the  exterior  crest,  wonld  probably  auswer  the 
purpose.  If  such  an  arrangement  can  be  made,  you  are  authorized  to 
procure  the  iron  and  apply  it  where  in  your  judgment  it  may  be  re- 
quired. 

It  is  not  unlikely  that  for  the  attack  of  these  batteries  the  enemy 
will  provide  himself  with  iron -plated  vessels.  In  this  event  the  shots 
from  the  batteries  should  be  so  directed  as  to  strike  the  water  short  of 
but  near  the  vessel,  so  that  after  the  rebound  they  might  strike  below 
any  eave  which  may  be  presented  near  the  water  line  and  at  right 
angles  to  her  sides.  The  accompanying  sketch*  expresses  the  idea  herein 
contained. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  June  10, 1861. 

Col.  Eppa  Hunton,  Commanding,  Leeeburg,  Va. : 

Colonel  :  Your  letter  of  the  8th  instant  has  been  received,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  you  have  accomplished  the  destruction  of  the  bridges  upon 
the  Loudoun  and  Hampshire  Railroad,  and  otherwise  rendered  the  road 
unserviceable  to  the  enemy.  Unless  any  of  the  rolling  stock  can  1*3 
transferred  to  the  Orange  or  Manassas  Railroad,  it  must  be  destroyed 
immediately.  Should  it  not  already  be  demolished,  the  gondola  and 
flats  must  not  be  permitted  to  Call  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Lieut.  CoL  C.  O.  Cocke  has  been  ordered  to  duty  with  your  regiment. 
General  G.  T.  Beauregard  is  in  command  of  all  the  forces  in  Prince 
William,  Fairfax,  and  Loudoun,  through  whom  you  should  make  your 
reports,  and  from  whom  you  will  receive  instructions.  Tour  letter  of 
the  8th  has  been  referred  to  him  for  his  information  and'action.  It  is 
necessary  to  destroy  the  navigation  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal, 
to  prevent  its  being  used  by  the  enemy,  and  you  will  take  measures  to 
do  so  effectually,  by  cutting  the  dams  at  Seueca  and  Edwards  Ferry, 
"  blowing  up  the  Monocacy  Aqueduct 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forges, 

Richmond,  Va.y  June  10,  1861. 

Col.  J.  B.  MAGRUDER,  Commanding,  &c.,  Yorktown,  Va. : 

Colonel  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  just  received. 
I  take  pleasure  in  expressing  my  gratification  at  the  movements  and 
dispositions  that  you  have  made,  and  hope  that  you  may  be  able  to 


*  Not  found. 
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restrict  the  advance  of  the  enemy  and  securely  maintain  your  own 
position. 

On  the  day  of  my  return  to  Richmond  forty-two  wagons  were  ordered 
to  be  sent  you.  Twelve  were  sent  day  before  yesterday,  twelve  on  yester- 
day, twelve  more  will  be  sent  to-morrow,  and  the  others  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. 

As  you  are  aware  that  it  is  probable,  when  an  effort  is  made  to  attack 
you,  it  will  be  both  by  land  and  water,  I  take  this  occasion  of  urging 
upoh  you  the  importance  of  pressing  the  construction  of  the  batteries 
for  water  and  land  defense. 
Yours,  &c, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 


Mnx  Point,  Pocahontas  County,  Va., 

June  10, 1861. 

President  Jefferson  Davis: 

Dear  Sir  :  Having  the  best  interests  of  our  country  at  heart,  and 
having  taken  an  active  part  in  the  welfare  of  this  county  from  the  first 
appearance  of  danger  to  the  present  hour,  I  feel  confident  you  will  hear 
me.  While  I  have  no  doubt  of  "the  success  of  the  South  m  casting  off 
the  Northern  yoke  ultimately,  I  must  say  that  this  is  the  last  appeal 
from  me,  at  least  for  the  protection  of  this  section— this  county  and 
Greenbrier — that  I  ever  expect  to  make,  and  I  very  much  fear  that  it 
is  already  too  late  for  you  to  prevent  our  being  overrun  to  some  extent, 
perhaps  totally.  Our  interests  have  no  doubt  been  cared  for,  but  there 
has  been  too  little  energy  at  work,  and  the  view  has  been  a  short-sighted 
one.  Three  weeks  since  it  would  have  been  quite  au  easy  matter  to 
have  taken  possession  of  all  Western  Virginia,  except  Wheeling,  and 
perhaps  that  also ;  but  now  it  is  very  doubtful  if  twenty  thousand  of 
the  best-armed  men  we  have  in  the  State  will  do  it.  The  few  troops  we 
have  had  out  there  have  had  no  other  effect  than  to  gather  in  a  still 
stronger  force  of  the  enemy,  and  they  are  doing  their  best  to  carry  off 
and  destroy  everything  upon  which  a  large  army  can  subsist,  having 
entire  control  of  all  the  railroads  and  almost  the  whole  country.  If  not 
driven,  back  soon,  we  have  no  hope  of  anything  being  left  to  support  our 
army  now  or.  hereafter,  and  you  will  find  it  next  to  impossible  to  take 
provisions  for  an  effective  force  a  distance  of  one  hundred  or  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles,  on  common  road  wagons,  from  the  Central  Bail- 
road.  Two  weeks  since  this  thing  was  not  half  so  gloomy.  In  less  than 
two  more  we  shall  be  overrun,  unless  there  is  a  for  greater  force  than 
we  have  any  knowledge  of  being  sent  us.  The  enemy  is  now  within 
a  few  hours'  march  of  our  county  lines.  We  have  no  force  at  all  beyond 
Huttonsville,  and  a  great  part  of  it  far  this  side — some  on  the  Parkers- 
burg  and  some  on  the  Marline  Bottom  roads.  Our  force  all  told  is  not 
more  than  from  twelve  hundred  to  two  thousand.  The  last  account  we 
had  from  them  was  on  the  7th.  They  were  not  more  than  half  armed, 
and  had  not  ammunition  sufficient  for  more  than  one  round  to  the  man. 
I  sent  fifty  miles  to  Covington,  and  only  got  seventy-five  pounds  of 
powder,  but  no  lead.  We  have  got  some  fifty  pounds  of  old  lead  pipe, 
&c.,  which  we  sent  on  this  morning,  with  powder.  I  wish  I  could  tell 
you  our  situation. 

Our  county  is  loyal  to  the  South  ;  only  thirteen  votes  against  seces- 
sion ;  population  less  than  four  thousand.  We  laid  a  war  levy  .of  $ 15,000. 
Have  sent  out  four  volunteer  companies,  and  in  all  nearly  five  hundred 
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soldiers  out  of  about  six  hundred  and  fifty  militia.  There  are  not 
men  sufficient  left  to  raise  our  crops  or  save  our  harvests.  We  have 
urged  our  governor  time  after  time,  again  and  again,  to  grant  us  arms, 
ammunition,  and  men.  Our  wants  are  this  hour  still  further  than  ever 
from  being  supplied.  Last  night  at  11  o'clock  we  started  a  special  mes- 
senger to  the  governor  or  yourself,  which  is  the  fourth  time  we  have 
done  so.  The  enemy  still  advancing,  our  danger  increasing,  our  arms 
and  men  nearly  all  gone  from  the  county,  no  ammunition  nor  hopes  of 


getting  any  in  time  to  stay  the  enemy,  we  have  done  all  that  we  can  do 
op  to  this  hour.  Will  you  help  us  t  Can  you  help  us  in  time  f  One 
short  week,  and  I  fear  it  will  be  too  late.  Many  of  oar  best  families 
have  their  carriages  in  readiness  to  move ;  many  more  are  having  their 
wagons  prepared.  All  that  can  go  I  fear  will  soon  be  on  the  move. 
■  Then  woe  to  those  who  are  left.   Nothing  but  destruction  awaits  our 

houses  and  barns.  Our  waving  fields  of  grain  and  grass,  our  thousands 
of  cattle,  they  will  soon  possess.  On  my  own  grass  I  have  from  one 
hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  head  of  good  beef  cattle.  I  have  no 
hope  of  anything  being  saved  unless  you  can  send  on  a  large  force  at 
once. 

It  seems  there  has  been  no  one  capable  of  managing  the  business  out 
northwest.  They  have  suffered  themselves  to  be  routed  and  robbed  of 
everything,  or  nearly  so,  and  stripped  of  ammunition  and  clothes.  Pro- 
visions could  still  be  had  in  the  Randolph  Valley  if  the  enemy  were  re- 
moved. One  of  our  officers  told  me  on  yesterday  that  there  was  no  ques- 
tion but  an  army  of  twenty-five  thousand  men  could  be  provisioned  for  a 
i  considerable  length  of  time  out  there.   Many  large  farmers  would  will- 

ingly give  all  they  have.   The  coming  harvest  is  promising,  and  will 
t  soon  be  ripe. 

Our  enemies  declare  they  are  determined  to  take  Pocahontas  and 
Greenbrier.   This  our  officers  told  me  this  morning,  and  this  will  take 
,  them  to  the  top  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains. 

I  have  now,  Mr.  President,  in  a  homely  manner,  tried  to  tell  you  a 
few  stubborn  facts,  and  it  does  seem  to  me  that  our  case  is  a  hard  one. 


I  have  three  sons  in  the  Army.  Two  of  them  came  home  from  the  West 
for  this  purpose.  I  have  spent  all  my  time  for  more  than  a  month  past 
trying  to  aid,  and  took  one  trip  to  Richmond,  and  now  I  am  done  writ- 
ing. I  will  take  my  rifle,  shot-gun,  pistol,  and  cutlass,  relying  upon  the 
God  of  battles,  and  go  to  meet  the  enemy. 
Ask  CoL  Paul  McNeil,  in  Convention,  if  you  doubt  one  assertion. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  H.  BUCKMAN. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forces, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  June  11,  1861. 

General  B.  Huoer,  Commanding,  &c,  Norfolk,  Vo.; 

General  i  The  preparations  which  are  understood  to  be  making  at 
Old  Point  Comfort  indicate  an  early  movement  of  the  IT.  8.  troops. 
While  so  many  points  are  threatened,  it  is  difficult  to  say  which  may 
be  attacked.  Great  vigilance  and  alacrity  will,  therefore,  be  required 
at  every  point,  to  prevent  surprise.  The  first  of  the  water  defenses 
that  will  be  reached  in  approaching  Norfolk  will  be  those  at  Sewell's 
Point  and  Craney  Island.  During  my  visit  at  Norfolk  these  points  were 
in  a  weak  condition  and  feebly  garrisoned.   I  hope  the  defenses  have 
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been  completed  and  provided  wit Ji  sufficient  garrisons.   Each  should 
be  commanded  by  an  intelligent  and  active  officer,  and  of  some  ex  peri 
ence.   I  hope  there  arc  many  in  your  corainand.   The  batteries  at  both 
places  should  be  provided  with  works,  to  prevent  their  being  taken  in 
reverse. 

Should  the  enemy  desire  to  cut  off  your  communication  with  Rich- 
mond, the  possession  of  the  battery  at  Pig  Point  would  become  impor- 
tant to  them.  Its  defenses  should,  therefore,  be  looked  to,  and  every 
arrangement  made  to  prevent  its  surprise  and  capture.  The  troops 
that  I  have  endeavored  to  collect  at  Suffolk,  being  prepared  for  service, 
under  an  efficient  officer,  may  enable  you  to  hold  command  of  the  rail- 
road and  prevent  its  destruction.  Should  a  movement  be  made  upon 
that  point,  information  should  be  immediately  communicated,  if  possi- 
ble, to  Weldon  and  this  city,  that  troops  may  be  concentrated  from  these 
points  and  Norfolk  to  oppose  it.  It  is  thought  probable?  from  the  con- 
duct of  the  enemy  at  other  points,  that  when  an  attack  is  made  it  may 
be  expected  at  the  dawn  of  day.  Every  preparation  should,  therefore, 
be  made  at  night  for  such  an  event. 

The  officer  commanding  the  troops  near  Hampton  has  been  directed 
to  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy  encamped  at  Newport  News,  &c, 
and  should  preparations  for  their  embarkation  be  discovered,  to  press 
upon  them,  with  a  view  both  of  retarding  their  embarkation  and  of  re- 
taining as  large  a  force  as  ]>ossible  in  their  camp.  No  great  reliance 
can  be  placed  upon  this  operation,  however,  unless  it  can  be  discovered 
that  the  batteries  on  York  or  James  Rivers  are  not  to  be  attacked,  as 
the  security  of  the  batteries  will  have  to  be  attended  to  by  the  troops  on 
that  line. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 


Lloyd's,  Va.,  June  12,  1861. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis,  &c.  : 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Since  I  left  Richmond  I  have  been  thinking  of  the 
rumor  that  the  real  attack  upon  Richmond  would  be  made  from  the 
Rappahannock  River.  Whether  the  plan  has  been  laid  I  know  not; 
but  I  fear  it  is  feasible,  and,  as  you  cannot  be  acquainted  with  the  topog- 
raphy of  the  country,  I  will  say  why  I  think  it  practicable.  The  only 
defense  to  bar  the  passage  of  our  steamers  on  the  Rappahannock,  up  to 
the  head  of  tide,  is  a  little  fort  (Lowry),  which  is  now  being  erected, 
about  thirty  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river.  This  fort  is  four  and  a 
half  miles  below  Tappahannock,  the  county  seat  of  Essex.  Should  an 
army  be  landed  a  little  below  the  fort,  it  would  cost  but  little  to  silence 
it,  and  then  the  whole  Rappahannock  Valley  would  be  thrown  open  to 
the  hostile  fleet  This  valley  abounds  in  supplies  of  food,  and  is  thickly 
populated  with  negroes.  From  Tappahannock  to  the  junction  of  the 
Central  with  the  Fredericksburg  aud  Richmond  Railroad,  in  Hanover, 
is  a  distance  of  from  twenty-flve  to  thirty  miles.  The  obstacles  to  the 
march  are  mainly  to  be  found  in  the  Mattapony  and  Pamunkey  Rivers. 
The  Mattapony,  where  it  would  be  crossed  on  the  route,  is  so  narrow 
and  shallow  as  to  present  a  military  obstacle  of  small  importance.  The 
Pamunkey,  near  the  junotion,  is  fordable,  except  at  high  water.  Both 
have  wooden  bridges,  but  these  might  be  burned.  Once  at  the  junction, 
an  invading  army  might  take  either  of  two  railroads,  and  reach  Rich- 
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mond  in  a  run  of  twenty  miles ;  or  it  might,  by  a  march  of  forty  miles, 
upon  the  Central  Railroad,  pnt  a  strong  force  at  Gordonsville,  the 
junction  of  the  Lynchburg  and  Alexandria  Railroads,  and  cut  off  the 
communications  of  our  Manassas  Gap  army.  The  last  could  not  be  re- 
enforced  from  the  south  or  west,  except  from  the  valley,  through  the 
Manassas  Gap  Railroad ;  nor  with  the  Hanover  Junction,  in  the  hands 
of  an  enemy,  could  Richmond  be  re  enforced,  except  from  the  south  side 
of  James  River.  As  a  strategic  point,  would  not  Hauover  Junction  be 
more  valuable  to  an  enemy  than  Harper's  Ferry  itself  t  Indeed,  would 
not  its  possession  seen  re  Harper's  Ferry  f  In  what  way  can  this  be 
prevented  at  the  least  cost  in  men  and  money  f   I  answer  as  follows : 

About  eighteen  or  twenty  miles  below  Fort  Lowry,  and  eight  or  ten 
miles  below  Urbana  (one  of  the  reputed  places  of  her  sound  debarkation), 
is  a  point  from  which  the  channel  can  be  commanded.  I  forget  the 
name  of  the  point,  but  the  Coast  Survey  chart  (to  be  found  in  Richmond) 
will  show  it,  and  Lieutenant  Governor  Montague,  who  lives  in  that 
county,  can  describe  it.  1  am  told  that  this  chart  proves  that  a  fort  at 
this  point,  in  Middlesex,  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  and  one  opposite 
to  it,  on  the  north  side,  would  command  the  channel  completely.  In- 
deed, no  vessel  could  pass  up  at  a  greater  distance  than  one  and  a 
quarter  miles  from  the  Middlesex  Point,  which  is  within  the  range  of 
rifled  cannon.  This  being  done,  the  enemy  (if  they  landed  with  a  view 
to  a  march  upon  Hanover  Junction  or  Richmond)  must  land  below  the 
fort,  which  is  below  Urbana. 

Now,  at  Urbana  is  Urbana  Creek  (a  deep  creek),  bounded  by  marshes, 
which  runs  to  within  two  or  three  miles  of  the  Dragon  Swamp,  a  military 
obstacle  of  the  first  class.  A  part  of  this  distance  of  two  or  three  miles 
was  densely  wooded  ten  years  ago,  and  I  suspect  that  not  more  than 
half  of  it  is  as  yet  cleared.  On  such  a  neck  of  land  a  small  force  could 
retard  the  advance  of  an  army  long  enough  to  assemble  in  sufficient 
strength  to  resist  it.  The  length,  too,  of  the  march  would  be  thus  in- 
creased some  thirty  miles  to  the  junction  and  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  to 
Richmond.  There  would  also  be  another  advantage  in  these  lower  forts. 
Nearly  the  whole  valley  of  the  river  and  most  valuable  oyster  beds  would 
be  protected.  These  oyster  beds,  without  these  forts,  lying  below  Fort 
Lowry,  will  be  in  the  enemy's  hands.  I  know  that  there  are  some  diffi- 
culties in  throwing  up  these  forts.  Our  steamers  are  in  the  river,  but 
still,  with  a  covering  force,  and  with  even  a  small  covering  force,  it 
could  be  done,  I  presume. 

On  the  northern  neck  side,  the  three  lower  counties  of  Richmond, 
Lancaster,  and  Northumberland  could  easily  furnish  one  thousand  men, 
without  taking  away  the  men  from  Fredericksburg.  On  the  southern 
side  the  counties  of  Essex,  Caroline,  Kiug  and  Queen,  and  Middlesex 
could  furnish  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  meu  without  robbing  any  of  the 
1>  resent  forts.  The  men  on  the  southern  side,  if  placed  under  the  com- 
mand of  a  regular  officer  (such  a  man  as  Major  Heth  is  described  to  be), 
and  aided  with  a  battery,  would  not  only  cover  the  fort  on  the  Middle- 
sex Point,  but  would,  perhaps,  resist  the  march  of  an  army  between 
Urbana  Creek  and  the  Dragon  Swamp  long  enough  to  procure  re-en- 
forcements, through  steamers  from  Fredericksburg  (where  there  are  two 
steamers),  also  to  scour  the  country  along  the  line  of  march.  Unless 
this  covering  force  could  be  commanded  by  a  good  officer,  and  a  "  regu- 
lar," it  would  not  be  of  much  assistance  j  but  under  a  good  commander 
it  might  be  relied  upon. 

I  know  it  is  presumptuous  in  me  to  offer  military  counsel.  No  man 
could  know  less  of  such  matters.   But  there  are  topographical  details 


i 

Digitized  by  Google 


922  OPERATIONS  IN  MP.,  PA.,  VA  ,  AND  W.  VA.        [Chap.  IX. 

with  which  you  could  not  be  acquainted,  and  so  much  hangs  upon  the 
defensive  measures  now  being  taken  that  I  have  ventured  this  letter, 
although  I  feel  that  your  time  is  too  important  to  be  wasted  on  idle  sug- 
gestions. 

If  you  will  show  this  letter  to  General  Lee,  I  think  he  will  confirm  my 
topographical  description  of  the  country. 

Whether  the  strategic  importance  of  the  Hanover  Junction  be  such 
as  I  suppose,  and  whether  the  march  upon  it  be  as  practicable  as  seems 
to  me,  both  you  and  he  can  judge  far  better  than  I  cau ;  but  I  cannot 
be  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  subject  is  worthy  of  your  attention 
and  study. 

I  ought  to  add  to  this  letter  (although  it  is  already  a  long  one)  that, 
notwithstanding  Fort  Lowry,  troops  could  be  landed  on  the  Bappahan- 
nock  at  not  more  than  thirty-five  miles  from  the  Uanover  Junction. 
Very  truly  and  faithfully,  your  friend, 

R.  M.  T.  HUNTER. 


Headquarters, 
Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  June  12,  1861. 

General  R.  E.  Lee,  Commanding: 

General  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  10th 
instant  informing  me  that  two  regiments  from  Lynchburg  have  been 
ordered  to  report  at  Harpers  Ferry.  Permit  me  to  urge  most  respect- 
fully the  importance  of  equipping  the  troops  ordered  to  this  place 
before  putting  them  en  route.  Ammunition  and  means  of  transporta- 
tion cannot  be  obtained  here.  Without  them,  additional  troops  only 
make  this  command  more  helpless.  Before  the  arrival  of  the  Tennessee 
and  Georgia  regiments,  our  supply  of  ammunition  and  means  of  trans- 
portation were  far  too  small.  The  further  division  makes  us  no  more 
able  to  tight,  and  unable  to  march.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  I  think, 
that  the  Tennessee  regiment  was  admitted  into  the  service.  It  is 
without  accouterment8,  instruction,  or  subordination. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 
Brigadier  General,  C.  8.  Army 


Executive  Department, 

Richmond,  June  13,  1861. 

General  Beauregard,  Comdg.,  <bc.,  Manassas  Junction,  Va.: 

My  Dear  General  :  Colonel  Jones  delivered  to  me  your  letter  of 
the  12th  instant,*  and,  as  suggested  by  you,  I  conversed  with  him  of 
the  matters  to  which  it  related.  Your  information  may  be  more  accu 
rate  than  we  possess  in  relation  to  the  purpose  of  the  enemy,  and  I  will 
briefly  reply  to  you  on  the  hypothesis  which  forms  the  basis  of  your 
suggestions. 

If  the  enemy  commences  operations  by  attack  upon  Harper's  Ferry,  I 
do  not  perceive  why  General  Johnston  should  be  unable,  eveu  before 
overwhelming  numbers,  to  retire  behind  the  positions  where  the  enemy 
would  approach  him  in  reverse.  It  would  seem  to  me  not  unreasonable 
to  expect  that  before  he  reached  Winchester,  the  termiuus  of  the  rail- 
road in  his  possession,  the  people  of  the  fertile  and  populous  valley 

•Not  found. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Chaf.  rx.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — CONFEDERATE.  923 


would  rise  iii  mass  to  aid  him  in  repelling  the  invader.  But 
it  should  be  otherwise,  he  could  still,  by  retiring  to  the  passes  on  the 
Manassas  Bail  road  and  its  adjacent  mountains,  probably  check  the 
progress  of  the  enemy,  and  prevent  him  from  either  taking  possession 
of  the  valley  or  passing  to  the  rear  of  your  position.  We  hope  soon 
to  re-enforce  you  to  an  extent  equal  to  the  strength  you  require  by  the 
junction  of  General  Johnston,  and  I  cannot  doubt  but  that  you  will 
agree  with  me  that  you  would  then  be  better  circumstauced  to  advance 
npon  Alexandria  than  if  General  Johnston,  by  withdrawing  from  the 
valley,  had  left  the  enemy  the  power  to  pass  to  your  rear,  to  cut  your 
line  of  communication,  aud  advance  to  attack  you  in  reverse  while  you 
were  engaged  with  the  enemy  in  front 

Concurring  fully  with  you  in  the  effect  which  would  be  produced  by 
possession  of  Arlington  Heights  and  Alexandria,  if  your  rear  is  at  the 
same  time  sufficiently  covered,  it  is  quite  clear  that,  if  the  case  should 
be  otherwise,  your  possession,  if  acquired,  would  be  both  brief  and 


To  your  request  that  a  concerted  plan  of  operations  should  be  adopted, 
I  can  only  reply  that  the  present  position  and  unknown  purpose  of  the 
enemy  require  that  our  plan  should  have  many  alterations.  I  have 
noticed  your  converging  lines  upon  Kichmond;  and  it  can  hardly  be 
necessary  to  remind  you  that  we  have  not  at  this  time  the  transporta- 
tion which  would  enable  us  to  move  upon  those  lines  as  described. 
Should  the  fortune  of  war  render  it  necessary  to  retire  our  advance 
columns,  they  must  be  brought  mainly  upon  railroads,  and  that  of 
Harper's  Ferry  woidd  come  by  your  present  position.  It  would  there- 
fore  be  a  necessity  that  General  Johnston's  columns  should  make  a 
junction  with  yours  before  yours  retired;  but  I  have  not  anticipated 
the  necessity  Of  your  retreat,  and  have  struggled  rather  to  increase 
your  force,  and  look  hopefully  forward  to  see  you  enabled  to  assume 
the  offensive.  Had  I  been  less  earnestly  engaged  in  providing  for 
yours  and  other  commands,  Lshould  have  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting 
you  before  this  date. 

Two  regiments  have  been  sent  forward,  neither  of  which  had  reached 
you  at  the  date  of  your  letters,  and  you  will  soon  receive  further  re- 
enforcements.  They  are  not  trained  troops,  but  I  think  they  are  better 
than  those  of  the  enemy,  and  the  capacity  which  you  have  recently 
exhibited  successfully  to  fight  with  undisciplined  citizens  justifies  the 
expectation  that  you  will  know  how  to  use  such  force  as  we  are  able  to 
finrnish. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Richmond,  June  13, 1861. 

Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding,  dec.,  Harper's  Ferry,  Va. : 

General  :  The  opinions  expressed  by  Major  Whiting  in  his  letter  to 
you,  aud  on  which  you  have  indorsed  your  concurrence,  have  been  duly 
considered.  You  had  been  heretofore  instructed  to  exercise  your  dis- 
cretion as  to  retiring  from  your  position  at  Harper's  Ferry  and  taking 
the  field  to  check  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  It  is  to  be  inferred  from 
the  papers  now  transmitted  that  you  have  considered  the  authority 
given  as  not  equal  to  the  necessity  of  the  case— that  you  must  needs 
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retire  before  the  enemy  was  present,  or  otherwise  that  you  would  be 
unable  to  avoid  capture,  and  would  not  be  permitted  to  fight  in  retreat 
In  all  the  directions  which  have  been  given  to  you  you  will  not  have 
failed  to  perceive  that,  relying  equally  on  your  sound  judgment  and 
soldierly  qualifications,  it  was  intended  that  you  should  judge  of  the 
necessities  of  your  condition  and  of  the  means  best  adapted  to  answer 
the  general  purpose  of  the  campaign.  As  the  movements  of  the  enemy 
could  not  be  foreseen,  so  it  was  impossible  to  give  you  specific  direc- 
tions, and  the  cause  of  the  country  could  only  be  confided  to  one  who, 
like  yourself,  was  deemed  entirely  competent  to  decide  upon  events  as 
they  arose. 

We  have  no  reliable  information  that  the  enemy  is  at  Cumberland, 
and  had  hoped  that  he  could  not  so  soon  be  able  to  reach  ihat  point. 
We  had  not  anticipated  that  he  could  turn  your  position  without  your 
being  apprised  of  it  in  time  to  make  your  movements  conform  to  that 
fact  As  you  seem  to  desire,  however,  that  the  responsibility  of  your 
retirement  should  be  assumed  here,  and  as  no  reluctance  is  felt  to  bear 
any  burden  which  the  public  interests  require,  you  will  consider  yourself 
authorized,  whenever  the  position  of  the  enemy  shall  convince  you  that 
he  is  about  to  turn  your  position  and  thus  deprive  the  country  of  the 
use  of  yourself  and  the  troops  under  your  command,  to  destroy  every- 
thing at  Harper's  Ferry — the  bridge  across  the  Potomac,  platforms,  and 
trestle  work  included— which  could  serve  the  purpose  of  the  enemy, 
and  retire  upon  the  railroad  towards  Winchester,  carrying  with  you  all 
the  rolling  stock  and  destroying  the  road  behind  you.  Should  the  peo- 
ple of  Winchester  and  the  surrounding  valley  rally  to  your  aid  in  such 
numbers  as  to  enable  you  to  resume  active  operations,  you  will  avail 
yourself  of  the  first  opportunity  to  attack  the  enemy,  and  endeavor  to 
drive  him  from  his  purpose  of  invasion,  and  to  do  as  much  else  as  pos- 
sible. The  ineffective  portion  of  your  command,  together  with  the 
baggage  and  whatever  else  would  impede  your  operations  in  the  field, 
it  would  be  well  to  send  without  delay  to  the  Manassas  road. 

Should  you  not  be  sustained  by  the  population  of  the  valley,  so  as  to 
enable  you  to  turn  upon  the  enemy  before  reaching  Winchester,  you 
will  continue  .slowly  to  retire  to  the  Manassas  road,  upon  some  of  the 
passes  on  which  it  is  hoped  you  will  be  able  to  make  an  effective  stand 
even  against  a  very  superior  force.  To  this  end  it  might  be  well  to 
send  your  engineer  to  make  a  reconnaissance  and  to  construct  such 
temporary  works  as  may  be  useful  and  proper. 

The  position  of  Harper's  Ferry,  as  has  been  heretofore  stated,  is 
deemed  valuable  because  of  its  relation  to  Maryland  and  as  the  entrance 
to  the  valley  of  Virginia,  the  possession  of  which  by  the  enemy  will 
separate  the  eastern  and  western  sections  of  the  State  from  each  other, 
deprive  us  of  the  agricultural  resources  of  that  fertile  region,  and  bring 
in  its  train  political  consequences  which  it  is  well  believed  you  cannot 
contemplate  without  the  most  painful  emotions.  If,  therefore,  much 
reluctance  has  been  exhibited  to  a  retirement  from  your  position,  you 
will  not  fail  to  appreciate  the  motives  which  have  led  to  it.  Should  you 
move  so  far  as  to  make  a  junction  with  General  Beauregard,  the  enemy 
would  be  free  immediately  to  occupy  the  valley  of  Virginia  and  to  pass 
to  the  rear  of  Manassas  Junction ;  so  that,  unless  the  proposed  attack 
upon  Alexandria  should  be  prompt  and  successful,  yon  would  soon  be 
cut  off  both  from  re-enforcements  and  supplies  until  an  army  conld  be 
sent  large  enough  to  defeat  that  before  which  you  had  retired,  and  you 
know  too  well  our  condition  to  render  it  necessary  that  you  should  be 
informed  that  this  could  hardly  be  done  before  the  enemy  could  make  a 
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conjoint  attack  upon  yon  by  his  armies  both  front  and  rear.  Troops  are 
now  coming  forward  from  the  Southern  States,  and  it  is  to  be  expected 
that  within  a  week  General  Beauregard's  position  may  be  re-enforced 
by  troops  equal  in  number  to  that  which  is  reported  as  the  effective 
portion  of  your  command.  If  yon  have  until  then  covered  the  valley 
of  Virginia,  General  Beauregard  may  thus  with  more  probable  success 
advance  upon  Alexandria  than  by  the  junction  of  yonr  command  with 
his  by  surrendering  the  valley  of  Virginia  to  the  enemy.  It  is  not, 
expected  that  you  will  believe  that  mere  numbers  will  give  you  strength, 
yet  it  is  hoped  that  the  people  fighting  for  their  homes  and  their  liber- 
ties, with  even  a  small  number  of  instructed  troops,  may  enable  yon  to 
operate  successfully  against  such  forces  as  are  opposed  to  you ;  and  it 
is  but  justice  to  add  that  the  greatest  confidence  is  placed  upon  your 
capacity  to  inspire  others  with  the  soldierly  qualities  yon  have  so  often 
exhibited,  and  that  the  most  unlimited  confidence  is  reposed  in  you  both 
as  a  commander  and  a  patriot.  For  these  reasons  it  has  been  with 
reluctance  that  any  attempt  was  made  to  give  you  specific  instructions, 
and  you  will  accept  assurances  of  the  readiness  with  which  the  freest 
exercise  of  discretion  on  your  part  will  be  sustained. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hi  COOPER, 


Headquarters  Virginia  Forges, 

Rtchfftondj  V^tt*)  $J\&ifo@  1  <3  y  1  ^  0 1 « 

Colonel  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication  of 
the  10th  instant,*  and  I  take  pleasure  in  expressing  my  gratification  at 
the  gallant  conduct  of  the  troops  under  your  command  and  my  appro- 
bation of  the  dispositions  made  by  you,  resulting,  as  they  did,  in  the 
rout  of  the  enemy.  I  have  referred  your  letter  to  the  President  of  the 
Confederate  States,  that  he  may  be  fully  informed  of  the  operations  so 
successfully  conducted  by  you  and  of  the  recommendations  you  have 
seen  fit  to  make. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

/7mim'/i7    f^/vm  m/rmrl  t 'n/i 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Richmond,  June  13,  18C1. 

Hon.  J.  M.  Mason,  Winchester,  Va.  : 

Sir  :  The  President  has  sent  to  General  Johnston  to  send  an  officer 
to  Winchester  (Colonel  Jackson  suggested),  to  raise  the  people  to  resist 
the  enemy,  said  to  have  advanced  to  Romney.  Your  assistance  to  that 
end  is  desired. 

General  Johnston  finds  himself  unable  to  maintain  his  position  at 
Harper's  Ferry,  but  the  President  still  hopes,  if  compelled  to  retire  by 
the  enemy  passing  to  his  rear,  that  he  will  fall  back  upon  the  people  of 
the  valley,  assembled  in  such  force  as  to  enable  him  to  assume  the  offen- 
sive, and  perhaps  to  crush  the  invading  column. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaut, 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

•  Report  of  action  »t  Big  Bethel,  p.  9L 
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Hdqrs.  Dep't  of  Northwestern  Virginia, 
Yeager>t,  24  miles  south  of  Huttontville,  Fa.,  June  13,  1861. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  C.  8.  Army : 

Sir :  I  overtook  Colonel  Heck's  command  at  this  point  to-day,  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  strong,  with  four  pieces  of  cannon.  I  shall  reach 
Colonel  Porterneld  to-morrow.  Accounts  from  the  front  are  not  very 
enconraging,  very  contradictory ;  but,  as  the  information,  in  my  judg- 
ment, is  not  reliable,  I  will  defer  giving  you  details  until  I  reach  Hut- 
tons  viUe,  and  can  get  something  authentic  The  condition  of  things  is 
due  to  the  want  of  proper  officers  to  conduct  the  reconnoitering.  The 
cavalry  of  this  region,  is  entirely  raw ;  the  officers  without  experience  or 
confidence.  The  purpose  of  this  letter  is  to  beg,  urgently,  that  three  or 
four  officers  of  experience,  to  conduct  reconnoitering  parties,  may  be 
sent  me  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  GARNETT, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Richmond,  Va.,  June  13,  1861—1.30  p.  m. 

Col.  R.  C.  W.  Radpord,  I/ynchburg,  Va.  : 

Use  your  discretion  in  sending  cavalry  companies  to  Manassas  by  rail 
or  road.  Lose  as  little  time  as  possible.  There  are  here  no  arms  for 
cavalry  of  any  kind. 

R.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 


op  the  Virginia  Forces, 
Richmond,  Va.,  June  14,  1861. 

His  Excellency  John  Letcher,  Governor  of  Virginia  : 

Sir  :  The  defensive  works  about  Richmond  are  progressing  so  slowly, 
from  the  want  of  laborers,  that  I  think  it  proper  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  subject,  that  you  may  submit  it  to  the  city  council  for  their  consid- 
eration and  action.  I  beg  leave,  also,  to  suggest  that  all  available  per- 
sons in  and  about  Richmond  be  organized  for  the  defense  of  the  city : 
that  they  provide  themselves  with  such  arms  as  each  can  procure,  ana 
that  arrangements  be  made  for  the  fabrication  of  suitable  ammuni- 


tion.  These  are  intended  as  precautionary  measures,  which  can  better 
be  made  now  than  upon  the  eve  of  the  emergency,  should  it  arise. 
Very  respectfully,  &c, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 


Winchester,  Va.,  June  14,  1861. 

General  William  H.  Richardson, 

Adjutant- General  Virginia  Militia: 

General:  At  10  o'clock  this  morning  I  issued  an  order  dismissing 
the  militia  which  I  had  called  into  service.  1  did  so  in  consequence  of 
the  retreat  of  the  enemy  from  Romney  and  the  arrival  at  this  place  of 
several  regiments  of  the  Confederate  forces.  In  dismissing  the  militia, 
I  repeated  the  order  for  frequent  drilling,  and  for  holding  themselves  in 
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readiness  for  service  at  a  moment's  warning.  The  militia  obeyed  the 
call  to  arms  with  great  alacrity  and  with  considerable  unanimity.  I 
have  directed  the  proper  rolls,  Ac,  to  be  prepared  and  returned. 

We  received  no  arms  from  the  State  or  Confederate  States  authori- 
ties.  About  one-third  of  the  militia  who  turned  out  had  no  arms  at  all  ; 
the  others  had  their  own,  or  such  as  they  could  procure. 
Very  respectfully, 

JAMBS  H.  CARSON, 

RrinnAifir  (intern I  Si  rfrrnth  RrinnAp  Virninia  Militia 
UnpiMn  ■iTvncrtu  oUJirrftcfi'  jinytwc,   r  »r f/i/»w*  juiimu. 


YoBKTOWN,  Va.,  June  15,  1861. 

General  R.  B.  Lee: 

Sib :  As  I  am  left  in  temporary  command  of  this  post,  1  hope  that  I 
will  be  pardoned  for  making  a  few  suggestions.  The  enemy  is  burning 
for  revenge  for  his  total  rout  at  Bethel  Church.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  he  will  attempt  to  take  this  point  either  by  a  night  surprise  or  by 
a  regular  siege.  We  are  totally  unprepared  for  either  alternative.  The 
development  of  our  lines  is  so  great  that  they  cannot  be  manned  by 
less  than  six  thousand  troops.  Now  we  have  no  siege  guus  at  all.  Our 
forces  are  now  divided  between  Bethel  Church,  Grove  .Landing,  and 
Williamsburg.  We  are  therefore  liable  to  be  beaten  in  detail  with 
our  present  weak  force,  and  the  York  line  may  be  lost  at  any  moment. 
At  this  time  there  are  scarce  three  thousand  men  in  York  town,  and  our 
lines  cannot  possibly  be  defended  with  fewer  than  six  thousand.  Per- 
mit me,  then,  to  urge  that  more  troops  may  be  seut  here,  and  that  some 
dozen  siege  guns  be  mounted  in  our  batteries.  I  understand  that  the 
Rifle  Rangers  from  Florida  are  exceedingly  anxious  to  come  here,  and, 
as  they  are  all  experienced  hunters,  their  services  would  be  of  great 
value  to  us. 

With  great  respect, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Colonel  First  Regiment  North  Carolina  Volunteers. 


He  a  dqu  arters, 

Richmond,  Va.,  June  15,  1861. 

His  Excellency  Jobn  Letcher,  Governor  of  Virginia: 

Sib  :  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  submit  a  statement  of  the  mili- 
tary and  naval  preparation  for  the  defense  of  Virginia,  from  the  period 
of  her  separation  from  the  U.  S.  Government  to  the  date  of  transfer  of 
the  military  operations  of  the  State  to  the  Confederate  Government. 
Arrangements  were  first  made  for  the  establishment  of  batteries  to 
prevent  the  ascent  of  our  enemy  by  hostile  vessels.   As  soon  as  an  ex- 


amination was  made  for  the  selection  of  sites,  their  construction  was 
begun  and  their  armament  and  defense  committed  to  the  Virginia  Navy. 
Preparations  were  also  begun  for  receiving  into  the  service  of  the  State 
volunteer  companies,  and  for  organizing,  arming,  and  equipping  them. 
Mustering  officers  were  appointed,  rendezvous  established,  and  provision 
made  for  their  subsistence  and  shelter.  The  primary  estimate  of  the 
number  of  troops,  of  all  arms,  required,  based  upon  the  points  to  be 
defended,  amounted  to  fifty-one  thousand  men.  The  estimated  quota 
of  each  portion  of  the  State  has  been  furnished,  except  from  the  western 
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section.  Arrangements  were  made  for  calling  ont  the  volunteers  from 
the  western  section  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  manner  as  from 
the  eastern  section,  but  as  yet  it  has  been  feebly  responded  to. 

Complete  returns  from  the  troops  in  the  held  have  not,  and,  from  tbo 
nature  of  things,  cannot  for  some  time  be  received;  but,  from  the  best 
source  of  information  within  our  reach,  the  number  of  Virginia  troor>3 
is  about  35,000.  This  amount  probably  falls  below  the  real  number, 
for,  referring  to  the  report  of  the  Colonel  of  Ordnance,  it  will  be  seen 
that  he  has  issued  2,054  rifles  and  carbines  and  41,604  muskets,  in 
addition  to  pistols  and  sabers  to  the  cavalry.  Thirteen  thousand  arms 
have  also  been  issued  from  Lexington,  making  a  total  of  56,658. 
Seven  thousand  of  those  from  Lexington  and  several  thousand  from 
the  arsenal  at  Richmond  have  been  issued  to  troops  from  other  States ; 
but  as. many  of  the  Virginia  companies,  supposed  to  be  about  5,000 
men,  were  armed  and  equipped  when  received  into  the  service  of  the 
State,  should  the  number  of  unarmed  companies  from  other  States  not 
differ  materially  from  the  number  of  armed  companies  of  the  State, 
the  number  of  Virginia  troops  in  the  field  may  be  assumed  to  be  about 
40,000.  When  it  is  rememl)ered  that  this  body  of  men  were  called 
from  a  state  of  profound  peace  to  one  of  unexpected  war,  you  will  have 
reason  to  commend  the  alacrity  with  which  they  left  their  homes  and 
families  and  prepared  themselves  for  the  defense  of  the  State.  The 
assembling  of  men,  however,  was  not  the  most  difficult  operation.  Pxo- 
vision  for  their  instruction,  subsistence,  equipment,  clothing,  shelter, 
and  transportation  in  the  field  required  more  time  and  labor.  Ammuni- 
tion of  every  kind  had  to  be  manufactured.  The  carriages  of  the  guns 
for  river,  land,  and  field  service  had  to  be  made,  with  the  necessary  im- 
plements, caissons,  biittery  wagons,  &c.  One  hundred  and  fifteen  guns 
for  field  service  have  thus  been  provided,  from  which  twenty  light  bat- 
teries, of  four  guns  each,  have  been  furnished,  with  the  requisite  horses, 
harness,  &c. 

For  the  defense  of  James  River,  two  batteries  and  two  steamers  have 
been  provided,  mounting,  altogether,  forty  guns,  ranging  in  caliber 
from  32-pounders  to  8  and  9  inch  columbiads.  Arrangements  are  also 
in  process  for  mounting  sixty  guns,  of  different  weights,  on  the  defenses 
around  Richmond,  and  a  naval  battery  of  6  to  12  pounder  howitzers  is 
in  process  of  organization. 

On  York  River  three  batteries  have  been  constructed,  mounting  thirty 
guns,  of  caliber  similar  to  the  guns  on  James  River. 

Sites  for  batteries  on  the  Potomac  have  also  been  selected,  and  ar- 
rangements were  in  progress  for  their  construction ;  but  the  entire  com- 
mand of  that  river  being  in  the  possession  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment, a  larger  force  is  required  for  their  security  than  could  be  devoted 
to  that  pur|>ose.  The  batteries  at  Aquia  Creek  have  only  been  pre- 
pared.  Twelve  guns  are  in  position  there. 

On  the  Rappahannock  River  a  four-gun  battery  of  32  pounders  and 
Hindi  columbiads  has  been  erected. 

Six  batteries  have  been  erected  on  the  Elizabeth  River,  to  guard  tho 
approaches  to  Norfolk  and  the  navy  yard.  They  mount  eighty-five 
gnns.  32-pounders  and  8  and  9  inch  columbiads. 

To  prevent  the  ascent  of  tho  Nansemond  River  and  the  occupation 
of  the  railroad  from  Norfolk  to  Richmond,  three  batteries  have  been 
constructed  on  that  river,  which  will  mount  nineteen  guns. 

The  frigate  United  States  has  been  prepared  (or  a  school-ship,  pro- 
vided with  a  deck  battery  of  nineteen  guns,  32-pounders  and  9-inch 
columbiads,  for  harbor  defense.   The  frigate  Merrimac  has  been  raised 
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and  is  in  the  dry-dock,  and  arrangements  are  made  for  raising  the  Ger- 
mantown  and  Plymouth. 

In  addition  to  the  batteries  described,  other  works  have  been  con- 
structed for  their  land  defense,  exceeding,  in  many  instances,  the  works 
on  the  batteries  themselves.  An  extensive  line  of  field  works  has  been 
erected  for  the  security  of  Norfolk  on  the  sides  towards  the  bay.  Re- 
doubts for  the  same  purpose  have  been  constructed  at  Jamestown 
Island,  Gloucester  Point,  Yorktown,  and  across  the  neck  of  land  below 
Williamsburg.  I  have  confined  myself  to  a  general  narration  of  < 
tions,  and  for  the  details  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  several 
staff. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

B.  E.  LEE, 


Headquarters  Department  op 

Fredericksburg,  June  15, 

8.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  C.  &  Army,  Richmond,  Va. : 

General:  Since  my  arrival  here  I  have  made  careful  reconnaissance 
of  the  coast,  and  sought  in  every  way  possible  to  possess  myself  of  the 
enemy's  movements  and  intentions.  There  is  no  evidence  of  a  disposi- 
tion on  his  part  to  laud  in  this  vicinity,  and  I  am  obliged  to  think  that 
the  force  here  is  unnecessarily  large.  To  all  appearances  the  Federal 
forces  will  be  directed  against  Manassas  Junction  and  Harper's  Ferry. 
If  those  places  fall,  this  position  will  be  unnecessary,  as  he  will  have 
opened  for  himself  a  more  direct  route  to  Richmond.  I  beg  therefore 
respectfully  to  suggest  that  after  leaving  a  sufficient  guard  for  the 
batteries,  say  500  men,  it  will  be  better  for  me  to  march  with  the  great 
body  of  my  command  to  Manassas,  or  some  other  point  where  they  can 
be  made  available,  to  resist  the  first  great  onslaught  of  the  enemy.  It  may 
be  the  time  for  this  move  has  not  yet  arrived,  and  my  only  object  now 
is  to  inform  you  that  if  you  agree  with  me  in  opinion  as  to  the  enemy's 
intention,  I  can  at  very  short  notice  march  from  here  with  three  regi- 
ments of  volunteers  and  two  batteries  of  artillery. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 
Brigadier  General,  Commanding  Department 


Headquarters  Camp  Long  Meadow, 

June  15, 1861. 

General  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va* : 

General  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  13th, 
I  know  myself  to  be  a  careless  writer,  and  will  not,  therefore,  pretend 
to  have  expressed  clearly  the  opinions  I  wished  to  have  put  before  the 
Government.   I  am  confident,  however,  that  nothing  in  my  correspond- 
ence with  my  military  superiors  makes  me. obnoxious  to  the  charge  of 
desiring  that  the  responsibility  of  my  official  acts  should  be  borne  by 
any  other  person  than  myself. 
I  had  the  honor  yesterday  to  report  to  the  President  the  removal  of 
59  R  R— vol  n 
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the  troops  from  Harper's  Perry  and  other  matters  authorized  in  your 
letter  just  received. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON. 
Brigadier- General,  0.  8.  Army. 


Headqu^ji  . 
Richmond,  Va.,  June  16, 1861. 

Col.  J.  B.  MAORUDER,  Commanding ,  Yorktown,  Va, : 

Colonel  :  Your  letter  of  the  14th,  directed  to  General  S.  Cooper, 
has  been  received.  The  result  of  your  examination  of  the  James  River 
is  different  from  the  conclusion  arrived  at  by  the  engineer  and  naval 
officers  to  whom  that  duty  was  assigned.  They  supposed  that  a  battery 
at  Day's  Point  would  not  command  the  passage  of  James  River,  and 
therefore  established  it  at  Jamestown  Island.  A  battery  at  Day's  Point 
was  considered  to  be  advantageous  in  other  respects,  but,  as  it  would 
require  a  larger  covering  force  for  its  security  than  coula  then  be  as- 
signed it,  its  construction  was  necessarily  postponed.  Since  the  con- 
centration of  troops  at  Suffolk  has  become  possible,  arrangements  have 
been  commenced  for  its  erection,  and  it  is  hoped  it  will  not  be  too  late 
for  the  benefit  proposed. 
Respectfully,  &c, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
General, 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Va,,  June  16, 1861. 

To  the  Commanding  Officer  Yorktown,  Va.: 

Col.  D.  H.  Hill's  letter  of  the  15th  instant  has  been  received.  The 
advantage  to  the  enemy  of  his  possession  of  Yorktown  will  be  sufficient 
to  induce  him  to  adopt  every  means  to  take  it.  It  is  hoped  that  every 
precaution  will  be  adopted  to  prevent  its  being  carried  by  surprise. 
Should  it  be  besieged,  measures  will  be  taken  for  its  relief.  There  are 
no  siege  guns  at  present  available  for  your  post.  Re-enforcements  will 
be  sen t,  to  Yorktown  as  rapidly  as  the  arrival  of  available  troops  at  this 
point  will  permit.  Should  the  works  at  Yorktown  be  too  extensive  for 
defense  by  the  troops  now  there,  it  will  be  advisable,  if  possible,  to 
contract  the  lines,  so  as  to  render  thems  defensible  by  the  force  you  can 
command  for  that  purpose. 

R.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commandina. 


Hdqrs.  Dep't  of  Northwestern  Virginia, 

Laurel  Hill,  12  miles  beyond  Beverly,  June  16, 1861. 

General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  troops  under  my  command 
now  occupy  this  pass  and  the  pass  over  Rich  Mountain,  leading  to 
Buckhannon.  These  troops  consist  at  present  at  this  place  of  a  regiment 
of  Virginia  volunteers,  organized  by  him  [!]  yesterday  at  Huttonsville, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jack«on«  Captain  Shumack- 
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ei^s  battery  of  artillery,  Captain  Anderson's  half  battery  (two  pieces), 
and  one  company  of  cavalry.  The  Bnckhannon  Pass  is  occupied  by  one 
regiment  of  infantry,  a  half  battery,  and  a  company  of  cavalry.  I  made 
a  forced  march  by  night  to  reach  these  passes,  in  consequence  of  having 
beard  that  the  enemy  were  moving  from  Philippi  to  Bnckhannon.  I  pre- 
sumed his  object  to  be  to  get  possession  of  the  two  passes,  and  thus 
shut  up  my  force  in  the  valley  of  Beverly,  HuttonsvUle,  &c 

The  other  troops  in  rear  have  not  yet  arrived.  Major  Williams,  on 
engineer  duty,  reported  this  afternoon,  but  I  doubt  whether  anything 
can  be  done  for  this  pass.   It  is  not  so  formidable  as  I  had  been  induced 
to  suppose,  and  would  present  no  difficulty  to  good  light  infantry. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  8.  GARNETT, 
Brigadier-  General 


Col.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant-General  C.  8.  Army: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  Louisiana  reghnent,  num- 
bering 800  men,  and  the  Zouaves,  numbering  about  500,  with  Major 
Cary's  battalion  of  some  250  men,  are  at  Bethel:  that  Colonel  August's 
regiment  of  Virginia  volunteers,  600  strong  (effectives),  and  the  regi- 
ment of  local  troops  which  I  have  organized  under  the  name  of  Penin- 
sula Guards,  ten  companies,  about  600  men,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ewell,  are  all  at  or  near  Williamsburg,  say  1,300  men ;  there  are  here 
2,700  effective  men;  making  in  all  5,550  effective  men.  This  is  not 
enough ;  4,500  more  troops  are  necessary  to  secure  this  line,  and  fifteen 
heavy  guns.  There  are  at  Norfolk,  1  am  informed,  many  32  pounders 
on  navy  carriages.  They  would  answer  here  very  well.  The  enemy 
will  come  on  this  line  provided  with  heavy  siege  guns.  Sow  we  have 
time,  if  the  32-pounders  from  Norfolk  can  be  ordered  and  sent,  to  put 
them  in  position,  and  to  foil  the  enemy  in  every  attack.  Many  are 
needed  for  this  place  and  Williamsburg  also.  If  the  enemy  lay  siege 
to  this  fort,  and  those  before  Williamsburg  with  heavy  siege  guns  and 
men  armed  with  the  long-range  muskets,  it  will  be  impossible  to  hold 
either  with  light  field  pieces  and  common  muskets.  We  are  now  strong 
enough  to  prevent  being  stormed,  I  think,  provided  our  lines  are  filled 


necessary,  and  without  loss  of  time.  So  are  men.  Four  more  regiments, 
of  one  thousand  effective  men  each,  or  five  regiments  of  the  ordinary 
strength,  with  the  heavy  guns  asked  for,  would  put  anxiety  to  rest  as 
to  a  successful  attack  on  Richmond  from  this  quarter.  I  have  here 
asked  for  the  smallest  number.  I  again  ask  the  attention  of  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Army  to  the  fact  that  no  fuses  are  furnished  the  shell 
for  the  navy  battery  here,  and  that  the  amount  of  ammunition  for  that 
battery  is  ridiculously  small  (forty-seven  rounds,  without  fuses,  to  each 
gun).  I  sent  a  good  fuse-maker  to  Captain  Barron  the  other  day — 
Anderson — who  has  been  employed  at  Fort  Monroe  in  the  ordnance 
department  for  many  years. 

1  cannot  too  urgently  press  upon  the  consideration  of  the  headquar- 
ters the  immediate  necessity  of  having  the  heavy  guns  from  Norfolk  or 
elsewhere  at  Ibis  place.  The  defense  of  Richmond  is  hero  at  Williams- 
bnrg  and  Jamestown,  and  the  men  and  guns  are  necessary  to  that  de- 


Headquabtees, 
Yorktoum,  Fa.,  June  16, 1861. 
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fense.  I  have  stationed  four  companies  of  Colonel  August's  regiment 
at  Grove  Wharf,  with  one  piece  of  artillery,  with  orders  to  fortify  (breast- 
work and  an  intrenchment  for  one  gun)  immediately.  Same  at  King's 
Mill.  Also  one  company  on  the  King's  Mill  road,  at  Tetter's  Neck,  and 
another  on  Spratley's  farm.  A  redoubt  will  be  built  at  once,  which  will 
command  the  King's  Mill  Landing,  and  one  at  Spratley's  farm,  which 
will  enfilade  the  shore  between  King's  Mill  and  the  Qrove.  This  latter 
must  be  furnished  with  two  columbiads,  which  I  have  to  request  may 
be  forwarded  to  Jamestown,  care  of  Captain  Rives,  Engineers,  with  their 
carriages,  ammunition,  &c.  I  proceed  to  Bethel  to-day. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Va.,  Jme  17, 1861. 

General  T.  H.  Holmes,  Deft  of  Fredericksburg,  Va. : 

General  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  addressed  to 
General  S.  Cooper,  I  have  to  state  that,  until  the  plans  of  the  enemy  are 
more  clearly  disclosed,  it  is  not  considered  advisable  to  reduce  the  force 
in  the  vicinity  of  Fredericksburg,  lest  that  place  might  fall  into  their 
hands,  and  thus  open  a  short  and  convenient  line  to  Richmond.  It  is, 
however,  desired  that  you  keep  your  command  in  condition  to  move  at 
any  point  when  required,  leaving  a  sufficient  force  to  maintain  the  bat- 
teries. It  has  been  stated  to  me  that  troops  have  been  stationed  at 
Mathias  Point,  Colonel  Brockenbrough  commanding,  and  that  their 
position  is  unmasked  and  unprotected.  It  was  designed  to  occupy  this 
point  with  a  battery,  for  the  purpose  of  commanding  the  passage  of  the 
Potomac  Not  having  sufficient  troops  to  secure  it,  its  construction  was 
postponed,  and  the  guns  have  been  appbed,  I  presume,  to  other  points. 
If  your  force  is  sufficient,  I  would  suggestjbhe  project  of 'its  erection  be 
resumed.  Captain  Lynch,  of  the  Navy,  had  the  matter  in  charge,  and 
is  informed  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  Everything  should  be 
prepared,  before  breaking  ground,  for  its  rapid  construction,  and  troops 
sufficient  for  holding  it  at  the  spot. 
Respectfully,  &c, 

R,  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Alexandria,  Va., 

Col.  W.  B.  Bate. 

Comdg.  at  damp  Jackson,  Brooke's  Station,  Stafford  Co.,  Va. : 

Colonel  :  As  it  would  be  important  to  re-enforce  the  troops  under 
my  command  as  soon  as  practicable  should  the  enemy  advance  from 
Alexandria,  I  have  to  suggest  that  you  obtain  the  approval  of  General 
Holmes  and  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  your  throwing  forward  your 
regiment  (two  would  be  preferable)  and  a  battery  to  my  support.  A 
good  position  for  them  to  occupy  would  be  Brentsville.  a  few  miles 
southeast  of  here,  where  they  would  protect  my  rear,  ana  be  prepared 
also  to  act  against  any  force  of  the  enemy  attempting  to  land  at  Quant  ico 
Creek  or  even  at  Aquia  Creek. 
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1  have  already  informed  General  Holmes,  tkroagli  his  aide,  Colonel 
Lacy,  of  the  necessity  of  establishing  a  battery  and  supporting  force  at 
the  mouth  of  the  former  creek,  but  I  am  unable  to  do  so  at  present  for 
the  reason  given  above;  hence  I  would  be  happy  to  have  him  do  it  if  in 
his  power.  I  would  suggest  also  the  necessity  of  establishing  imme- 
diately a  telegraph  station  near  your  headquarters  and  another  near 
those  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Green,  at  Camp  Chopawamsic,  near  Evans- 
port,  so  as  to  be  iu  telegraphic  communication  with  this  place,  via  Rich- 
mond, for  a  most  thorough  and  perfect  concert  of  action  must  exist 
between  our  different  military  departments  to  insure  victory  to  our  arms 
and  success  to  our  glorious  cause. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servaut, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 
Brigadier-  Genera  I,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — What  has  become  of  the  portable  hot-shot  furnace  I  sent  to 
General  Lee  from  Charleston  for  the  defense  of  the  Potomac  f  It  ought 
to  be  at  Aquia  Creek.  I  beg  you  to  send  a  copy  of  this  letter,  through 
General  Holmes,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  such  remarks  as  both 
may  wish  to  add  to  it 

(Indoranent.) 

Headquarters  Department, 

Broolee?8  Station,  June  18, 1861. 

I  disagree  with  General  Beauregard  as  to  the  propriety  of  detaching 
any  part  of  this  command. 

The  point  designated  by  him  is  entirely  out  of  reach  of  Aquia  Creek. 
If  this  command  is  relieved,  it  should  be  on  the  supposition  that  there 
is  no  danger  to  be  apprehended  of  an  invasion  from  near  here,  and  in 
that  event  nearly  the  whole  command  should  be  sent 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Department. 


Headquarters  op  the  Forces, 

Norfolk,  Fa.,  June  17, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  R.  E.  Lee,  Commanding  Forces,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Sir  :  I  have  had  reports  for  a  week  past  that  the  Lincoln  forces  were 
putting  artillery  on  the  Ripraps.  I  presumed  at  the  time  it  was  to  pre- 
vent small  vessels  from  passing  to  the  southward  of  it. 

On  Saturday  afternoon  the  command  at  Se  well's  Point  was  surprised 
by  a  rifled  shell  passing  just  over  the  battery,  and  exploding  some  hun- 
dred yards  beyond.  Some  eight  or  ten  shells  were  fired,  but  no  others 
fell  so  near  the  battery.  Some  went  near  the  camp  of  the  Georgia  bat- 
talion, near  half  a  mile  distant.  The  distance  from  the  Ripraps  to  the 
battery  is  abont  three  and  five-eighths  miles.  I  immediately  ordered  a 
lighter  load  of  railroad  iron  sent  down,  aud  commenced  work,  securing 
the  magazine  and  battery  from  the  effect  of  these  shells,  and,  as  it  is  a 
long  shot,  the  men  will  learn  to  dodge  them.  I  am  pushing  on  the  work 
of  fortifying  the  battery.  The  sheila  proved  to  be  32-pounder  caliber, 
of  Sawyer's  pattern,  flanged  projectile,  covered  with  composition  metal, 
and  having  a  concussion  fuse.  They  did  not  fire  at  all  yesterday  (Sun- 
day).  Last  evening  I  received  a  report  that  a  small  propeller  was  lying 
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near  the  Ripraps,  and  presume  it  wan  bringing  a  supply  of  ammunition 
for  this  gun.  I  shall  secure  the  work,  and  expect  to  hold  it,  as  there  is 
safety  in  a  long  shot,  and  every  round  must  cost  them  $10  or  $153. 

There  was  an  arrival  of  troops  in  a  steamer  yesterday  at  Old  Point, 
They  were  landed  on  the  farms  near  Hampton.   Last  evening  a  steamer 
took  a  load  of  men  from  Newport  News  to  Fort  Monroe. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  HUGER, 
Brigadier  General. 


Headquarters  Gamp  Bunker  Hill, 

June  17, 1861. 
General  8.  Cooper,  Adjutant- Cm? ml,  Richmond,  Va, : 

General  :  On  the  morning  of  the  16th  intelligence  was  received, 
apparently  reliable,  that  no  enemy  is  advancing  on  Romney,  and  that 
the  large  body  of  troops  collected  near  Uagerstown  would  cross  the 
Potomac  yesterday.  The  troops  under  my  command  were  therefore 
directed  to  this  point,  on  the  road  from  Hagerstown  to  Winchester,  the 
main  route  from  Maryland  into  the  valley  of  Virginia.  We  are  twelve 
miles  in  advance  of  Winchester.  My  only  hope  from  this  movement  is 
a  slight  delay  in  the  enemy's  advance.  1  believe  his  force  to  be  about 
18,000;  ours  is  6,500.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stuart,  commanding  our 
small  body  of  cavalry,  sent  me  intelligence  last  night  that  the  Federal 
troops  encamped  yesterday  afternoon  about  eight  miles  from  Martina- 
burg  (seventeen  miles  from  this  place)  on  this  road. 

I  will  endeavor  to  conform  as  nearly  as  circumstances  may  permit  to 
the  instructions  received  from  you  on  the  15th.  The  want  of  ammuni- 
tion has  rendered  me  very  timid. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 
Briaadier  General.  0.  8.  Armv. 

1\  8.— Colonel  Thomas,  who  will  deliver  this  to  you,  goes  to  expedite 
a  supply  of  ammunition  for  small-arms.   We  have  about  thirty  rounds. 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Richmond,  June  18, 1861. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Comdg.  C.  8.  Forces, 

Camp  Bunker  Hill,  Twelve  Miles  from  Winchester,  Va. : 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  17th  instant  thia  day  delivered  by  Colonel  Thomas, 
and  the  ammunition  will  start  this  evening  under  his  charge  by  a 
special  train.  In  the  letter  to  you  of  the  15tb,  if  the  instructions 
seemed  to  you  specific,  be  assured  it  was  only  intended  to  respond  to 
the  desire  manifested  in  the  letter  communicated  by  you,  and  both  then 
and  theretofore  and  now  the  fullest  reliance  was  placed  in  your  zeal 
#aud  discretion,  and  you  are  expected  to  act  as  circumstances  may 
require,  only  keeping  in  view  the  general  purpose  to  resist  invasion  as 
lar  as  may  be  practicable,  and  seek  to  repel  the  invaders  whenever  and 
however  it  may  be  done.  In  order  that  all  disposition  may  be  made 
to  meet  your  wants  it  is  necessary  that  you  should  write  frequently 
and  fully  as  to  your  position,  and  the  movements  which  may  be  con- 
templated by  you.  Since  the  date  of  my  last  letter  to  you  re-enforce- 
ments have  been  steadily  sent  forward  to  the  camp  at  Manassas  June- 
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tion.  and  others  will  be  added  to  that  force  and  to  yours,  as  the  current 
of  events  may  determine  us  to  advance  on  one  line  or  the  other.  Should 
we  not  be  able  to  assume  the  offensive  with  prospects  of  success  the 
war  must  for  a  time  remain  one  of  positions,  and  active  operations  be 
carried  on  against  small  detachments  and  liues  of  communication.  If 
the  enemy  should  advance  boldly,  the  latter  operations  will  become  to 
you  more  easy  and  to  him  more  injurious.  It  is  needless  to  tell  you 
that  we  are  i>oorly  supplied  with  disciplined  troops  and  with  transpor- 
tation for  maneuvering  in  the  field,  and  you  will  therefore  readily  under- 
stand why  we  have  not  sought  to  accumulate  in  your  command  before 
receiving  requisitions  from  you  and  before  being  in  a  condition  to  in- 
struct you  to  advance. 

Our  information  here — much  less  perfect  than  your  own— has  not  led 
to  the  conclusion  that  a  main  attack  was  now  contemplated  upon  your 
line  of  operations,  but  we  have  not  failed  to  observe  indications  of  a 
purpose  to  make  such  attack  hereafter — probably  not  before  affairs  in 
Western  Virginia  remove  the  apprehensions  of  the  enemy  as  to  pop- 
ular resistance  in  that  quarter.  We  have,  however,  endeavored  to  use 
the  limited  means  at  control  so  as  to  meet  the  contingency  of  attack 
either  by  way  of  Harper's  Ferry  or  by  Alexandria,  as  the  case  might 
be?  should  either  occur  before  we  were  ready  to  shift  the  campaign  to 
suit  our  own  views.  The  advance  upon  Romney  was  most  probably 
only  intended  to  capture  the  arms  which  had  been  placed  there,  and  a 
painful  rumor  is  in  circulation  here  that  this  was  near  being  effected 
by  surprise,  on  account  of  the  neglect  to  have  scouts  and  pickets  on 
duty  sufficiently  far  in  advance  to  gain  timely  warning  of  the  approach 
of  an  enemy.  You  will  in  the  manner  which  you  may  deem  most 
effective  enforce  upon  all  the  troops  under  your  command  the  necessity 
of  the  greatest  vigilance  and  activity  on  picket  and  reconnoitering  duty. 
If  the  inhabitants  of  the  valley  have  rallied  with  spirit  to  your  standard, 
you  will  no  doubt  find  among  them  men  well  suited  to  the  duty  of 
scouts  and  guides.  As  far  as  it  may  be  practicable  you  will  seek  to 
strip  the  country  which  may  be  possessed  by  the  enemy  of  those  things 
which  may  be  most  available  to  him,  especially  horses  suited  to  the 
military  service  and  herds  of  beef  cattle.  If  it  be  possible  to  do  so,  it  is 
desirable  that  the  gun-stocks,  gun-barrels,  tilt-hammers,  &c,  which 
have  not  been  removed  from  Harper's  Ferry  should  be  brought  away 
and  sent  forward  for  our  use  elsewhere. 

Re-enforcements  will  be  sent  to  you  of  such  character  and  numbers  as 
you  may  require  and  our  means  will  enable  us  to  afford ;  and  here  I 
would  enforce  upon  you  the  necessity  of  communicating  promptly  all 
reliable  information  which  you  may  obtain  in  relation  to  the  enemy. 
The  reports  which  we  receive  from  other  than  official  sources  are  so 
often  incorrect  that  no  action  can  possibly  be  based  upon  them. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Va.,  June  18,  1861. 

Lieut.  R.  R.  Carter, 

Commanding  Confederate  States  Steam  tender  Teazer: 

Sir  :  It  is  desired  that  the  Confederate  States  steam-tender  Teazer 
shall  unite  with  the  batteries  at  Jamestown  Island  in  defense  of  James 
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Biver,  and  be  employed  in  obtaining  intelligence  of  the  movements  of 
hostile  vessels  and  the  landing  of  troops  on  either  side  of  the  river.  It 
is  important  that  you  particularly  watch  the  landings  in  the  vicinity 
of  Grove  Wharf,  on  the  left  bank,  and  Stonebonse  Wharf,  on  the  right 
bank,  below  Jamestown,  and  endeavor  to  give  notice  to  the  troops  on 
eitber  bank.  A  body  01  infantry  guard  the  former  point,  and  a  troop 
of  cavalry,  commanded  by  Captain  Ruffln,  patrol  the  country  about 
BurwelFs  Bay,  to  convev  intelligence  to  the  troops  at  Suffolk.  It  is 
suggested  that  you  establish  a  system  of  signals,  as  a  means  of  com- 
munication with  the  troops,  and  take  every  precaution  not  to  jeopardize 
the  safety  of  your  boat  by  proceeding  too  far  beyond  the  protection  of 
the  guns  of  the  batteries.  You  will  report  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  Jamestown  Islaud.  to  whom  a  copy  of  your  orders  will  be  sent. 
Respectfully,  &c,  ^  _  r__ 

General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond*  Va.%  June  18. 1861. 
Col.  J.  B.  Maobudeb,  Commanding  Yorlctotcn,  Va.: 

Colonel  :  A  requisition  has  just  been  made  for  eight  32-pounders, 
of  twenty-seven  cwt.,  and  four  42-pounder  carronades,  for  the  defense 
of  the  land  approaches  to  Yorktown ;  also  for  four  boats,  for  service  m 
York  River,  capable  of  transporting  four  or  five  hundred  men  each. 
Those  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible  to  Captain  Whittle,  at  West 
Point,  who  will  forward  them  to  Yorktown.  If  Captain  Whittle  should 
think  it  expedient  to  do  so,  he  is  authorized  to  send  to  Yorktown  the 
guns  that  are  intended  for  Gloucester  Point,  and  to  replace  them  when 
the  above-named  requisition  is  filled,  if  they  are  not  wanted  imme- 
diately at  Gloucester  Point 
Very  respectfully, 

B.  E.  LEE, 


Headquabtebs, 
Richmond,  Ya.,  June  18, 1801. 

CoL  J.  B.  Magbudeb,  Commanding  Yorktown,  Va.: 

Colonel  :  Your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  addressed  to  General  8. 
Cooper,  Adjutant-General,  C.  S.  Army,  reporting  the  position  of  the 
troops  under  your  command  and  the  number  of  effective  men,  has  been 
received.  It  always  has  been  the  intention  to  send  additional  troops 
to  the  Yorktown  district  as  fast  as  they  became  available,  and  this 
arrangement  will  be  continued  until  a  sufficient  number  is  obtained. 
As  regards  the  guns  which  you  report  necessary  for  the  land  defense 
at  Yorktown,  they  also  have  been  forwarded  for  that  and  contiguous 
points  as  fast  as  they  could  be  provided.  I  cannot  learn  of  any  requi- 
sition having  been  made  by  you  for  ammunition  for  the  water  batteries, 
but  I  take  pleasure  iu  informing  you  that  fifty  shells,  properly  fused, 
were  forwarded  to  you  yesterday.  The  laboratory  at  this  point  is  so 
small  that  it  does  not  furnish  facilities  for  rapidly  making  fuses.  More 
shells  with  fuses  can,  however,  be  sent  you  it  desired. 
Very  respectfully, 

It.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 


Digitized  by  Google 


IX.)  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC.— CONFEDERATE.  937 

Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Va.,  June  18,  1861. 

Edmund  T.  Morris,  Convention  of  Virginia : 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  tbe  18th  instant,*  I  have  the  honor 
to  state  that  I  consider  it  very  important  to  the  military  operations 
within  Virginia  that  proper  and  easy  connections  of  the  several  rail- 
roads passing  through  or  terminating  in  Richmond  or  Petersburg 
should  be  made  as  promptly  as  possible.  The  want  of  these  connec- 
tions has  seriously  retarded  the  operations  so  far,  and  they  may  be- 
come more  important  All  the  guns,  ammunition,  &c,  from  Norfolk, 
on  reaching  Petersburg,  have  either  to  be  transported  across  the  Appo- 
mattox to  the  Richmond  and  Petersburg  Railroad,  or  forwarded  to  the 
Bichmond  and  Danville  Railroad,  and  to  be  again  transported  at  Rich- 
mond. The  transportation  of  troops  has  also  been  delayed  in  the 
same  manner.  I  have  previously  urged  the  connection  of  the  roads 
within  the  cities  of  Richmond  and  Petersburg,  and  hope  it  may  now 
be  established. 

Very  respeetfolly,  Ac.,  &  fi  ^ 

General,  Commanding. 

Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Va.,  June  18, 1861. 

Hon.  William  C.  Parks, 

Or  ay  son  County,  Virginia,  Convention  of  Virginia ; 

Sd2  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant.*  I  regret  to  state 
that  tbe  supply  of  arms  available  for  arming  the  volunteers  of  Virginia 
for  service  in  the  field  is  so  limited  that  at  present  I  am  unable  to  com- 
ply with  your  request  I  have  suggested  to  the  governor  a  method  of 
procuring  some  flint-lock  muskets  of  the  old  pattern,  which,  if  success- 
ful, I  hope  will  furnish  the  means  of  giving  arms  to  your  county  and 
others  that  are  much  in  want 
Respectfully,  &c, 

R.  E.  LEE, 

^3  G^ftfiTfQt    ^Jd}  R$9Vt^NS^SfNj^^ii 


Headquarters  near  Winchester,  June  18, 1861. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va. : 

General  :  In  writing  by  Colonel  Thomas  yesterday  I  reported  my- 
self on  the  road  hence  to  Martinsburg  aud  twelve  miles  from  this  place. 
Since  then  I  have  encamped  within  four  miles,  and  have  just  selected  a 
position  for  the  12  batteries  covering  the  route  from  the  west  and  north- 
east. There  are  eight  heavy  guns  here,  which,  with  the  military  of  the 
town  and  country,  ought  to  enable  us  to  hold  out  against  any  probable 
force  which  can  be  expected,  provided  ammunition  shall  be  furnished, 
especially  caps,  which  I  am  told  are  now  made  very  expeditiously  in 
Richmond.  These  troops  have  not  a  supply  for  half  an  hour's  fighting. 
I  beg  you  to  direct  that  efforts  may  be  made  to  supply  this  want,  which 
makes  me  overcautious,  perhaps. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 
Brigadier  General,  C.  8.  Army. 


Not 
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Headquarters, 
Bethel  Church,  June  18,  1861. 

General  S.  Cooper,  Adjt.  Oen.  C.  S.  Army,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  now  occupy  this  post  with  the 
Second  Louisiana  Regiment,  the  Zouaves,  to  which  I  have  attached  the 
York  and  Warwick  companies,  two  batteries  of  artillery,  and  some  cav- 
alry, and  that  the  Georgia  regiment  is  so  placed  in  our  rear  as  to  be  able 
to  watch  the  Poquosin  River,  to  fall  back  upon  Yorktown,  or  to  support 
Bethel. 

Yesterday  a  flag  of  truce  was  borne  by  Mr.  Butler,  aide-de-camp  to 
General  Butler,  who  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Winthrop,  brother  of 
Major  Winthrop  (who  was  also  on  the  staff  of  General  Butler),  and  was 
killed  on  the  10th.  The  object  was  to  ask  the  body  of  Major  Winthrop.  I 
had  it  disinterred  and  escorted  by  a  detachment  of  artillery  and  a  troop 
of  dragoons  to  a  farm-house  beyond  our  works,  where  it  was  delivered 
to  Mr.  Butler  with  military  honors  to  the  deceased. 

One  of  our  vedettes,  Private  Prior,  was  cut  off  the  day  before  yester- 
day, and  killed.  A  lieutenant  of  Captain  Adams'  company  of  horse 
was  shot  in  the  leg  by  a  picket  of  the  Georgia  regiment.  I  had  directed 
a  bandeau  of  white  to  be  worn  by  our  forces,  but  the  Georgians  had  it 
not  The  wound,  though  severe,  is  not  considered  mortal.  Badges  pre- 
scribed are  worn  now  by  the  Georgians,  and  I  hope  no  mistake  of  this 
serious  nature  will  again  occur. 

I  requested  in  a  letter  from  Grove  Landing  that  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Stuart,  Fifteenth  Virginia  Infantry,  might  be  appointed  colonel,  and 
ordered  to  report  to  me.  I  have  attached  the  York  and  Warwick  com- 
panies to  the  Zouaves,  partly  in  order  to  give  the  battalion  a  coloneL  In 
fact,  the  captains  of  the  Zouaves  called  upon  me  in  a  body,  and  stated  that 
they  would  be  obliged  to  resign  and  serve  as  privates  unless  something 
was  done,  their  lieutenant-colonel  being,  though  a  brave  and  good  man, 
entirely  without  energy  or  the  faculty  to  command.  Whilst  reminding 
them  of  the  impropriety  of  their  course,  I  saw  that  they  were  actuated 
by  no  ill  or  ignoble  feeling.  I  ordered  them  here,  under  the  command, 
of  course,  of  their  lieutenant-colonel,  and  they  obeyed  promptly ;  but  I 
am  most  anxious  to  have  a  colonel  for  this  battalion — a  man  of  some 
knowledge  of  his  profession,  and  firmness — and  I  have  learned  it  would 
not  be  distasteful  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Coppens  himself,  who  will  still 
be  lieutenant-colonel.  Please  let  this  be  done  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  Northwestern  Virginia, 

Beverly,  June  18, 1861. 

General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

Sir  :  As  already  reported,  I  have  four  companies  of  cavalry  under 
my  command.  I  find  that  beyond  Laurel  Hill  and  the  Buckhannon  Pass 
there  are  so  many  country  by-roads  and  cross-roads  that  this  force  is 
not  quite  sufficient  to  keep  my  command  properly  guarded.  I  therefore 
request  that  I  may  be  supplied  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment  with 
two  companies  of  well-armed  and  well-instructed  cavalry. 

The  force  which  I  found  here  is  in  a  miserable  condition  as  to  ammu 


Digitized  by  Google 


: 


Chap.  IX.]  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC.— CONFEDERATE.  939 


n i t  inn  and  equipments.  As  regards  the  latter,  they  are  actually  suffer- 
ing. Many  are  without  blankets,  and  I  may  say  nearly  all  without  tents. 
The  nights  are  cold,  and  there  is  much  rain  in  this  mountainous  region. 
Sickness  is  therefore  to  be  apprehended.  In  addition  to  this,  they  are 
obliged  to  carry  their  ammunition  in  their  pockets,  and  that  which  es- 
capes the  rain  is  ruined  by  the  perspiration  of  the  men  and  the  wearing 
out  of  the  paper  cartridges.  I  asked  before  leaving  Staunton  for  one 
thousand  cartridge-boxes,  but  I  suppose  it  will  be  some  time  before  I 
shall  see  them.  I  shall  ask  to-day  for  five  hundred  tent  flies,  as  it  will 
take  too  much  time  to  make  tents.  I  simply  want  something  to  protect 
and  ammunition  from  rain. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  GARNETT, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Richmond,  Va.,  June  18,  1861. 

General  K.  £.  Lee, 

Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Forces  in  Virginia : 

General  :  I  have  been  ordered  by  Col.  D.  H.  Hill,  temporarily  in 
command  at  York  to  wn,  to  see  you  in  reference  to  a  letter  recently  writ- 
ten by  him  requesting  re-enforcements  and  that  some  heavy  guns  should 
be  sent  for  the  interior  lines  at  Yorktown.  At  present  there  are  in 
Yorktown,  besides  the  field  pieces  of  my  battalion,  four  columbiads  in 
the  water  battery,  two  brass  12-pounders,  one  12-pounder  navy  howitzer, 
and  two  iron  6- pounders.  The  interior  lines  are  very  extensive,  not  less 
than  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  length,  to  some  extent  commanded  by 
the  heights  north  of  the  morass,  which  are  too  extensive  to  be  occupied, 
and  on  the  east  there  is  a  level,  open  country,  traversed  by  the  roads 
from  Hampton  and  Wormley's  Creek,  favorable  to  the  erection  of  bat- 
teries  by  the  enemy.  To  render  the  place  tenable,  if  attacked  by  a  force 
with  a  siege  train,  I  Tespectfully  submit  that  we  should  have  at  least 
twelve  heavy  guns,  eight  of  them  to  be  mounted  on  the  eastern  lines, 
three  on  the  southern,  and  one  on  the  western,  to  command  the  road 
from  Williamsburg.  I  find  that  Captain  Ingraham,  the  Chief  of  the 
Naval  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  can  supply  us  with  eight  32-pounders  of 
twenty-seven  hundred  weight,  and  four  42-pounder  carronades  with 
navy  carriages.  These  guns  are  well  suited  to  our  purposes,  the  former 
firing  round  shot  and  shell  effectively,  and  the  latter  firing  grape  shot 
for  short  ranges,  such  as  are  to  be  found  on  the  northern  lines,  facing 
the  morass.  Captain  I u graham  can  also  furnish  four  boats,  capable  of 
transporting  four  or  five  hundred  men,  which  will  be  very  useful  in  pre- 
serving the  communications  between  Yorktown  and  Gloucester  Point. 
I  respectfully  ask  permission  to  receive  these  guns  and  boats.  Two  of 
the  guns  are  at  Gloucester  Point  and  two  at  West  Point;  but  Captain 
Whittle  authorizes  me  to  say  that  they  are  not  ready  for  them  at  either 
place,  and  that  he  should  prefer  seeing  them  mounted  at  Yorktown. 

The  Secretary  having  given  me  an  order  for  thirty-six  horses,  to  sup- 
ply the  loss  of  eight  in  the  action  of  the  10th  instant,  to  mount  four 
men  for  each  of  the  six  navy  howitzers  in  my  battalion,  to  mount  two 
chiefs  of  caissons,  and  to  furnish  two  spare  horses  for  the  two  batteries, 
I  respectfully  ask  a  detail  of  a  non-commissioned  officer  and  eighteen 
men  to  carry  the  horses  to  Yorktown.  General  Fanntleroy  informs  me 
that  he  can  furnish  the  men  without  inconvenience. 

I  also  inclose  a  requisition  upon  the  Ordnance  Bureau  for  thirty  six 
halters  and  twenty -six  riding  saddles  and  bridles  for  the  horses  above 
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mentioned,  &c,  and  a  requisition  for  transportation  on  the 
master-General. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  &c, 

GEO.  W.  RANDOLPH, 

Major  of  the  Howitzers. 


Council  Chamber,  June  18, 1861. 

General  :  I  send  you  an  extract  from  the  report  of  Gen.  W.  H.  Rich, 
ardson,  adjutant-general  of  Virginia,  dated  April  17, 1861,  which  shows 
the  number  of  armed  volunteers  in  Virginia  at  that  time : 

Cavalry,  armed   3, 350 

Artillery,  armed   780 

Light  infantry,  armed   5,790 

Riflemen,  armed   2, 130 

Total  armed  volunteers   IS,  050 

I  remain,  very  respectfully, 

FRANCIS  H. 


General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  0.  &  Forces  near  Winchester,  Va. : 

General  :  Tour  letter  of  18th  instant  just  received.  A  large  supply 
of  ammunition  for  your  command  left  here  this  morning,  including  eighty 
thousand  percussion  caps.  An  additional  supply  will  be  forwarded  to 
you  by  to  morrow  morning's  train.  Every  effort  will  be  made  here  to 
support  and  sustain  you  to  the  extent  of  our  means.  All  that  is  asked 
is  to  be  informed  promptly  of  your  wants. 

The  movements  of  the  enemy  indicate  the  importance  he  attaches  to 
the  position  of  the  valley  of  Virginia,  and  that  he  has  probably  seen 
the  power  he  would  acquire,  if  left  free  to  do  so,  by  advancing  as  far  as 
Staunton,  and  then  distributing  his  force  so  as  to  cut  off  our  communi- 
cation with  the  West  and  South,  as  well  as  to  operate  against  our  Army 
of  the  Potomac  by  movements  upon  its  lines  of  communication,  or  at- 
tacking upon  the  reverse,  supplying  himself  at  the  same  time  with  all 
the  provisions  he  may  acquire  in  the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  and 
enabling  him  to  dispense  with  his  long  train  of  transportation  from  Penn- 
sylvania. Everything  should  be  destroyed  which  would  facilitate  his 
movements  through  tine  valley. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 


Headquarters, 
Torktown,  Fa.,  June  19,  1861. 

Col.  George  Deas  : 

Sir  i  Our  vedettes  reported  this  morning  the  enemy  marching  in  force, 
via  Warwick  Court-House.  We  being  at  Bethel,  this,  if  true,  would 
cut  us  off  from  Yorktown.  I  immediately  marched  for  Torktown,  car- 
rying with  us  such  baggage  as  the  wagons  which  I  had  (seven  in  nun- 
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ber)  permitted,  and  sent  an  express  to  Colonel  Hill  to  order  out  a  regi- 
ment at  the  junction  of  the  York  and  Warwick  roads  to  stop  the  enemy, 
while  we  took  him  in  rear.  He  has  not  yet  made  his  appearance,  ana 
we  are  in  the  works,  but  we  hear  of  him  in  the  neighborhood,  and  I 
have  sent  cavalry  to  feel  him.  General  Butler  has  called  for  a  re-en- 
forcement of  ten  thousand  men.  Please  send  all  you  can  spare,  with 
plenty  of  ammunition. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

-   "  J.  BANK  HEAD  MAGRUDER, 

Colonel, 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Va.,  June  19,  1861. 

B.  M.  T.  Hunter,  LloycFs,  Essex  County,  Va, : 
8m :  Your  communication  of  the  12th  instant,  to  his  excellency  the 
President  of  the  Confederate  States,  has  been  referred  to  me.  I  have 
the  honor  to  reply  that  my  attention  has  been  frequently  and  earnestly 
called  to  the  subject  of  the  defense  of  the  Rappahannock,  both  as  re- 
gards Essex  and  the  surrounding  counties.  The  battery  at  Lowry's 
Point  seemed  to  be  most  advantageous  at  first  for  the  defense  of  Fred- 
ericksburg, because  it  was  at  the  narrowest  and  most  difficult  portion 
of  the  channel,  and  because  it  could  be  best  defended  by  the  guns  that 
were  available.  It  was  desired  to  place  the  battery  as  near  the  mouth 
of  the  river  as  possible,  and  attention  was  particularly  directed  to  Gray's 
Point  and  Cherry  Point ;  but  it  was  found  that  the  distance  was  so  great 
as  to  require  guns  of  heavy  caliber,  not  then  available,  and  works  of 
such  size  as  to  be  difficult  of  construction  and  protection.  Those  points 
were  therefore  abandoned.  Recently  the  project  for  the  construction  of 
batteries  at  those  points  has  been  received,  and  a  proper  officer  has  made 
examinations  to  that  effect.  As  soon  as  means  can  be  provided  the 
works  will  be  commenced;  but  in  the  mean  time  it  is  desired  that  the 
ire  be  kept  secret. 
Respectfully, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Va.,  June  20,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Command  inn.  &c.  Frederictebura*  Va.: 

General  :  Your  letter  of  the  19th  instant  has  been  received.  Your 
explanations  of  the  object  for  which  a  force  has  been  stationed  at  Ma- 
thias  Point  is  satisfactory ;  but  I  think  it  would  be  better  if  the  troops 
would  keep  themselves  concealed  from  the  enemy,  and  especially  refrain 
from  firing  into  ships,  as  I  am  informed  has  been  done.  As  your  force 
is  not  sufficient  for  the  protection  of  the  battery  at  Mathias  Point,  its 
erection,  for  the  present,  must  be  postponed ;  but  I  desire  you  to  keep 
its  establishment  in  view,  as  it  is  proposed  to  place  one  there  when  cir- 
cumstances will  permit.  Your  arrangements  as  to  the  hospital  at 
Fredericksburg  and  the  appointment  of  Surgeon  McClanahan  are  ap- 
proved. 

Very  respectfully, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Northwestern  Viroinia, 

Laurel  HUl,  Fa.,  June  20,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Cooper, 

Adjt.  and  Insp.  Oen.  0.  8.  Army,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Sir:  I  wrote  to  you  yesterday  from  Beverly  in  relation  to  two  addi- 
tional companies  of  cavalry,  but  I  am  constrained  to  recur  to  the  subject 
again  to-day,  to  urge  upon  you  the  necessity  of  great  dispatch  in  for- 
warding them  to  me.  During  the  last  two  days  the  enemy  have  evinced 
activity  and  boldness  in  pushing  their  scouts  to  within  two  or 
miles  of  my  position,  on  the  approaches  to  it,  aud  it  has  quite 
worn  do wd  my  small  cavalry  force  (two  companies  at  this  point)  in 
watching  and  checking  their  movements.  The  force  is  too  small  to  en- 
able me  to  push  heavy  scouts  as  far  to  the  front  as  I  desire.  My  scouts 
have  had  one  or  two  partial  rencounters  with  those  of  the  enemy,  in 
which  we  have  captured  one  of  their  men  and  two  horses,  and  have 
killed  one  man  and  wounded  others ;  but  the  service  is  too  hard  on  the 
men  and  horses.  The  enemy  are  reported  to  be  six  thousand  strong  in 
Philippi,  and  about  four  thousand  strong  in  Grafton,  with  six  pieces  of 
artillery  (two  rifled)  at  the  former  place;  but  these  numbers  vary  very 
much.  I  do  not  think  that  they  have  more  than  seven  thousand  at 
Grafton  and  Philippi  together.  As  I  must  keep  one  or  two  pieces  of 
artillery  in  each  of  the  passes  now  held  by  me,  I  hope  it  may  not  be 
deemed  unreasonable  if  I  ask  two  additional  pieces.  Could  I  get  rifled 
pieces  t  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pegram's  regiment  will  reach  me  to-mor- 
row. Colonel  Ramsey's  regiment  of  Georgia  volunteers  is  two  days 
behind  Colonel  Pegram. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  8.  GARNETT, 

Brigadier- General. 


Headquarters, 
Yorktown,  To.,  June  20, 1861. 

Col.  George  Deas,  Adjutant  General  Virginia  Forces: 

Sir  :  Having  learned  from  the  vedettes  stationed  on  the  Warwick 
road  yesterday  morning  at  7  o'clock  that  a  large  body  of  the  enemy 
was  seen  by  himself  and  others  on  that  road  as  high  up  as  Lee's  store, 
nearly  equidistant  with  our  troops,  after  deducting  the  distance  from 
that  place  to  our  position,  and  learning  from  Captain  Levy,  Louisiana 
volunteers,  whom  I  had  sent  in  the  night  before  with  a  flag  to  General 
Butler,  that  there  was  every  indication  of  an  expedition  of  some  mag- 
nitude being  on  foot,  I  determined  to  march  without  delay  to  this  post, 
and,  if  the  enemy  had  preceded  me,  to  attack  him  in  his  rear.  With  this 
view,  I  sent  a  dispatch,  by  night  express,  to  Colonel  Hill,  commanding 
at  Yorktown,  directing  him  to  place  one  of  his  regiments  about  two 
miles  in  front  of  his  works,  and  at  the  junction  of  the  York  and  War- 
wick roads,  by  which  the  enemy,  if  he  arrived  before  Yorktown  before 
we  did,  would  be  obliged  to  pass.  I  intended  to  attack  him  there,  but, 
having  sent  fresh  vedettes  to  Warwick  Court-House  and  Lee's  store.  I 
found  that  a  strong  party  of  the  enemy  had  marched  out  early  in  the 
morning  to  procure  horses,  mules,  &c,  The  embarrassment  of  operating 
on  the  Peninsula  with  a  weak  force  before  a  strong  one  is  that,  if  you 
want  to  verify  a  report  of  a  vedette,  your  force  is  cut  off,  and  the  im- 
portant point  to  be  defended  at  all  hazards  is  in  danger.   This  marching 
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and  countermarching,  however,  not  being  understood,  fatigues  and 
dispirits  the  troops.  Still,  it  must  be  done,  as  the  enemy  must  be  kept 
in  his  trenches  and  fortifications.  I  had  no  wagons  with  me  except 
three  loaded  with  provisions,  and  had  to  leave  the  cooking  utensils, 
some  few  tents,  and  the  extra  rations  of  our  men  on  the  ground.  I 
reasoned  that,  if  the  force  of  the  enemy  turned  out  to  be  large,  and  au 
attacking  party  on  Yorktown,  I  should  be  in  time  to'recover  it  by  this 
course :  if  small,  I  could  easily  send  for  the  articles  left  I  have  already 
most  oi  them  here,  and  the  rest  will  be  here  to  night. 

I  shall  continue  to  occupy,  the  lower  part  of  the  country — Bethel  and 
neighborhood— but  must  construct  some  intrenchments,  both  on  the 
Poquosin  River  and  on  the  Warwick  road,  before  making  a  move  with 
an  infantry  force. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BAKKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 

P.  S. — 1  have  the  honor  to  request  that  Captain  Stanard's  battery, 
now  at  the  Baptist  College,  be  Bent  to  me.  as  the  erection  of  intrench- 
ments on  the  Warwick  and  Poquosin  roads  makes  it  necessary  that  I 
should  have  more  field  pieces. 
Respectfully, 

J.  B.  M. 


General  Orders,  1         Headquarters  op  the  Forces, 

^No.  28.  j  Richmond*)  Va,y  J unc  20, 1801. 

On  several  occasions  bodies  of  our  troops  have  been  surprised  by 
the  enemy  under  circumstances  highly  discreditable  to  the  service,  and 
the  general  commanding  is  therefore  compelled  to  notice  these  occur- 
rences in  a  public  manner,  and  to  enjoin  upon  all  a  more  careful  atten- 
tion to  the  subject  of  outposts  and  vedettes.  It  is  impossible  that  a 
surprise  can  take  place  if  a  due  vigilance  is  exercised,  and  outposts  and 
sr n tries  are  well  established  on  the  approaches  to  any  given  point  and 
strictly  perform  their  duty.  From  some  of  the  camps  information  is 
received  that  the  troops  have  wasted  their  ammunition  in  the  most 
reckless  and  shameful  manner.  Such  intelligence  is  almost  incredible, 
yet  it  is  nevertheless  true.  One  man  has  been  killed  and  a  number 
wonnded  by  this  abominable  practice.  The  general  hopes  that  there  are 
not  instances  of  this  nature  other  than  those  which  have  been  reported 
to  him,  and  that  the  troops  generally  will  pay  regard  to  the  importance 
of  carefully  handling  their  arms  and  economizing  their  ammunition,  so 
vitally  important  at  all  times. 

By  command  of  General  Lee  : 

GEO.  DEA8, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Genera  l  Orders,  i       Hdqrs.  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

No.  20.        7  )  Manassas  Junction,  Va.,  June  20, 1861. 

The  following  is  announced  as  the  organization  of  the  First  Corps  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  which,  for  convenience,  will  be  the  designa- 
tion of  the  troops  of  this  command : 

L  The  First  Brigade  will  consist  of  Gregg's,  Bacon's,  Kershaw's,  and 
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Cash's  regiments,  South  Carolina  volunteers,  Brig.  Gen.  M.  L.  Bonham 
commanding. 

II.  The  Second  Brigade,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  R.  S.  Ewell,  Pro- 
visional Army  of  the  Confederate  States,  will  be  formed  of  Seibels'  and 
Bodes'  regiments  of  Alabama  volunteers,  and  Seymour's  regiment  Louis- 
iana volunteers. 

HI.  The  Third  Brigade  will  consist  of  Jenkins'  regiment  of  South 
Carolina  volunteers,  and  Featherston's  and  Burt's  regiments  of  Missis- 
sippi volunteers,  Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Jones,  Provisional  Army,  Confed- 
erate States,  commanding. 

IV.  The  Fourth  Brigade.  CoL  G.  H.  Terrett,  Provisional  Army  of 
Virginia,  commanding,  will  fee  formed  of  Moore's,  Garland's,  and  Corse's 
regiments  of  Virginia  volunteers. 

V.  The  Fifth  Brigade  will  consist  of  Cocke's,  Preston's,  and  Withers' 
regiments  of  Virginia  volunteers,  CoL  P.  St  George  Cocke,  Virginia 
volunteers,  commanding. 

VI.  The  Sixth  Brigade,  CoL  J.  A.  Early,  commanding,  will  be  formed 
of  Early's  and  Kemper's  Virginia  volunteers,  and  Sloan's  regiment  of 
South  Carolina  volunteers. 

VII.  The  several  commanders  of  brigades  thus  announced  will  or- 
ganize their  general  and  personal  staff,  as  far  as  practicable,  without 
delay,  and  will  make  the  necessary  returns  and  reports  direct  to  these 
headquarters. 

VIII.  In  the  absence  of  any  of  the  special  brigade  commanders,  the 
senior  colonel  present  will  assume  command  of  the  brigade. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Beauregard : 

THOMAS  JORDAN, 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Richmond,  June  21, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  EL  A.  Wise,  Lewisburg,  Greenbrier  County,  Virginia: 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  wishes  expressed  in  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant, 
a  field  piece,  with  ammunition,  has  been  forwarded  your  command.  A 
company  of  artillery,  with  field  pieces,  it  is  understood,  is  now  being 
enlisted  here  for  your  command,  and  if  it  is  completed  to  the  number 
required  by  law  will  be  mustered  into  service,  and,  with  its  battery,  be 
sent  forward.  Captain  Cunningham's  Company  (F)  was  ordered  on  the 
8th  instant  to  repair  to  this  city  and  report  to  you.  It  has,  however, 
but  recently  arrived  here,  under  some  misapprehension  of  the  order  by 
the  captain,  who  reports  that  the  company  has  never  been  mustered 
into  service,  and  that  the  men  will  decline  the  muster  if  required  to  pro- 
ceed under  the  orders  so  soon. 

As  dipt.  H.  M.  Mathews  can  be  spared  from  the  duty  in  which  he  is 
at  present  engaged  he  will  be  ordered  to  report  to  you.  Three  other 
officers  will  be  directed  to  join  you. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  CHILTON, 
Asnistcint  Adjutant- General 
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Headquarters, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  June  21, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

.  Commanding  Harper's  Ferry  District : 

General  i  Tour  communication  of  the  12th  instant  has  been  duly 
received.  In  relation  to  the  two  regiments  sent  you,  one  from  Georgia 
and  one  from  Tennessee,  the  commanding  general  instructs  me  to  say 
that  these  two  regiments  were  selected  by  the  President  to  be  added  to 
your  command  because  they  were  thought  to  be  rally  equipped  and  in 
a  good  state  of  discipline.  They  were  sent  from  Lynchburg,  and  did 
not  pass  through  this  city.  He  is  grieved  at  your  report  of  the  inefficient 
state  of  the  Tennessee  regiment,  but  trusts  that  ere  this  a  better  state 
ofttiDgshaBbeeninanKurated. 

K.   B.  LBS, 

General,  Commanding. 


Richmond,  June  22, 1861. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston: 

Mt  Dear  General  :  I  congratulate  you  on  the  brilliant  movement 
of  Colonel  Vaughn's  command.  To  break  the  line  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad  was  essential  to  our  operations,  and  if  the  bridge  at  Cheat 
Biver  and  the  Grand  Tunnel  could  be  destroyed,  so  as  to  prevent  the 
use  of  that  railroad  for  the  duration  of  the  war,  the  effect  upon  public 
opinion  in  Western  Virginia  would  doubtless  be  of  immediate  and  great 
advantage  to  our  cause. 

If  the  enemy  has  withdrawn  from  your  front  to  attack  on  the  east  side 
of  the  mountain,  it  may  be  that  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  advance 
from  Leesburg  to  seize  the  Manassas  road  aud  to  turn  Beauregard's 
position.  The  recent  effort  to  repair  the  railroad  from  Alexandria  to 
Leesburg  may  have  been  with  Buch  intent.  In  that  event,  if  your  scouts 
give  you  accurate  and  timely  information,  an  opportunity  will  be  offered 
you  by  the  roads  through  the  mountain  passes  to  make  a  flank  attack 
in  conjunction  with  Beauregard's  column,  and,  with  God's  blessing,  to 
achieve  a  victory  alike  glorious  and  beneficial. 

We  continue  to  send  forward  re-enforcements  to  Manassas  Junction. 
On  Monday  and  Tuesday  a  battahon  of  light  artillery  will  go  forward, 
and  every  effort  is  made  to  reach  a  condition  which  will  enable  our  forces 
to  shape  the  campaign  by  assuming  the  offensive. 

I  wish  you  would  write  whenever  your  convenience  will  permit,  and 
give  me  fully  both  information  and  suggestions.  Colonel  Thomas 
recently  undertook  to  explain  to  me  your  wants  as  one  authorized  to 
speak  for  you,  and  to-day  Mr.  Staples  communicated  his  impression  of 
your  views,  necessities,  and  wishes.  I  am  sore  you  cannot  feel  hesita- 
tion in  writing  to  me  freely,  and  trust  your  engagements  will  permit  you 
to  do  so  frequently. 

With  earnest  wishes  for  your  welfare  and  happiness,  I  am,  very  truly, 
your  friend, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS, 

60  R  R — vol  n 
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Headquarters, 

Richmond,  Ya.,  June  22, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magrudee,  Commanding,  <£c,  Yorktown,  Va.  t 

General  :  I  am  instructed  by  General  Lee  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter,  dated  the  20th  instant,  reporting  your  movements 
from  Great  Bethel  to  Yorktown,  under  the  supposition,  from  information 
derived  from  your  vedettes,  that  the  enemy  had  moved  against  the  latter 
in  force.  The  general  suggests  that  you  will  employ  none  but  the  most 
reliable  men  for  the  delicate  and  important  service  of  vedettes,  so  as  to 
avoid  the  chances  of  false  information  in  respect  to  the  enemy,  such  as 
that  which  caused  your  sudden  march  on  the  19th  instant.  The  general 
also  wishes  you  to  provide  always  a  sufficient  nnmber  of  wagons  for 
the  troops  held  in  advanced  positions,  so  that,  in  the  event  of  a  rapid 
movement,  transportation  may  be  at  hand  at  any  moment. 
ResDectf ullv.  &c 

GEO.  DBAS, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Division  Headquarters, 

Nashville,  June  22,  1861. 

Governor  Letcher,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  this  morning  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  McEee,  of 
the  Louisville  Courier,  who  has  from  time  to  time  communicated  such 
information  as  he  thought  would  be  of  service  to  me,  in  which  he  incloses 
a  letter  from  a  friend  of  his  in  Cincinnati,  dated  June  19,  in  which  he 
states  as  follows : 

Two  regiment*  of  Indiana  troops  (the  Eighth  and  Tenth)  have  jnst  arrived  here 
(Cincinnati)  to-night  en  route  for  East  Tennessee  via  Western  Virginia.  The  informa- 
tion as  to  their  destination  I  have  confidentially  from  a  colonel  of  one  of  the  regiments 
I  am  well  acquainted  with,  and  believe  this  information,  which  I  took  some  pains  to 


pump  from  him,  correct.  The  presence  of  the  contemptible  traitor  seems  to  cod  firm 
it.  I  suppose  you  have  means  of  communicating  with  the  Tennessee  leaders,  and  if, 
as  I  do,  you  consider  the  above  item  of  any  importance,  by  all  means  convey  it  to  them 
as  soou  as  possible.  These  men  go  to  Marietta  to-night,  and  to-morrow  will  be  in 
Western  Virginia.  They,  with  several  other  regiments,  are  to  co-operate  wit  h  Brown- 
low  and  Johnson  men.   These  two  regiments  are  hardy-looking  men  and  well  armed. 

I  have  to  day  addressed  a  similar  communication  to  General  Floyd, 
Wytheville,  Va. 

S.  B.  ANDERSON, 

Major-  General. 


June  24, 1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  this  moment  received  this  letter,  and  as  it  is  im- 
portant I  send  it  to  you. 
I  am,  truly, 

JOHN  LETCHER. 


Manassas,  Va.,  June  22,  1861. 

President  Jefferson  Davis  : 

The  enemy  appears  to  be  aiming  at  Leesburg.  I  have  sent  another 
regiment  there.  Cannot  Calhoun's  battery,  at  Charleston,  with  the 
horses,  be  ordered  there  forthwith  f 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Manaesat  Junction,  Va.,  June  23,  1861. 

Hon.  L.  P.  WALKER,  Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  large  re-enforcements  I  have  lately  received,  I  have  divided  my 
forces  into  six  brigades,  as  per  inclosed  statement,*  and  commenced  a 
forward  movement  to  protect  my  advanced  position  atCentreville,  Fair- 
fax Court- House,  and  Sangster's  Cross- Roads,  and  also  to  be  within 
striking  distance  of  the  enemy,  whose  advance  positions  seem  to  be  at 
and  to  the  rear  of  Falls  Church  (seven  miles  from  Alexandria),  where 
they  have  Ave  regiments  (First  and  Second  Connecticut,  First,  and  Sec- 
ond Ohio,  and  Sixty  ninth  New  York),  one  troop  of  cavalry,  and  one 
light  battery.   They  have  also  four  companies  at  Annandale. 

My  advanced  forces  (three  brigades  of  three  regiments  each)  occupy 
the  triangle  represented  by  Mitchell's  Ford  (Bull  Bun),  one  regiment; 
Centre  ville  and  a  point  half  way  to  German  town,  one  brigade ;  German- 
town  and  Fairfax  Court-House,  one  brigade ;  at  the  crossing  of  Brad- 
dock's  old  road  with  the  Fairfax  Court  House  and  Fairfax  Station  roads, 
one  regiment ;  at  the  latter  station,  one  regiment  and  one  battalion,  ana 
at  Sangster's  Cross-Roads,  one  battalion.  All  these  positions  are  in  easy 
and  short  communication  with  each  other  and  with  these  headquarters. 
Most  of  my  cavalry  is  with  the  advance,  scouting,  reconnoitering,  &c 
One  light  battery  is  at  Fairfax  Court- House  with  General  Bon  ham's 
brigade,  and  another  is  to  be  sent  to  Centreville  to  act  with  Colonel 
Cocke's  brigade.  I  unfortunately  have  none  to  spare  for  my  other  brig- 
ades. I  have  thrown  eight  miles  in  advance  of  the  latter  town  or  vil- 
lage one  battalion  of  infantry  and  two  companies  of  cavalry  to  observe 
the  country  towards  the  Potomac  and  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in 
that  direction.  As  already  reported  to  the  Department,  one  regiment 
(Sloan's  South  Carolina)  has  been  ordered  to  Leesburg,  to  assist  Col.  E. 
Hunton  in  the  defense  of  that  important  position.  I  regret  much  my 
inability  to  send  him  some  artillery. 

I  must  call  the  at  tention  of  the  Department  to  the  great  deficiency  of 
my  command  in  ammunition,  not  averaging  more  than  twenty  rounds 
in  all  per  man.  If  I  were  provided  with  the  necessary  materials,  molds, 
&c,  I  think  I  could  establish  here  a  cartridge  manuf  actory  which  could 
supply  all  our  wants  in  that  respect.  Could  not  a  similar  arrangement  be 
made  at  all  hospital  depots.  State  arsenals,  penitentiaries,  &c.  f  To  go 
into  battle  each  soldier  ought  to  be  provided  with  at  least  forty  rounds  of 
cartridges,  and  not  less  than  sixty  rounds  in  reserve. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGAED, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 

Richmond,  Va.,  June  24, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  8.  Gabnett, 

Commanding,  Ac.,  Laurel  Hill,  via  Beverly,  Va. 

General  :  Tour  letters  of  the  18th  and  20th  instant,  addressed  to 
General  S.  Cooper,  have  been  received.  Two  companies  of  cavalry  from 
Ashland,  Captains  Smith  and  Flotirnoy,  the  same  selected  by  yourself 
when  here,  have  been  ordered  to  report  to  you  without  delay.   All  the 
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equipments  and  ammunition  which  can  be  provided  for  yon  will  be  sent 
with  the  four  companies  of  infantry  belonging  to  Colonel  Fnlkerson's 
and  Colonel  Pegram's  regiments  on  Wednesday  morning  next.  I  will 
endeavor  also  to  forward  by  them  tents  and  blankets.  Two  six-pound- 
ers, with  ammunition  and  harness,  if  possible,  will  be  sent  with  the  same 
command 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Va.,  June  24, 186L 

Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  B.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Shenandoah,  Winchester,  Va.  : 

Sir  :  Brigadier-General  Meem  has  informed  Governor  Letcher  that 
he  has  authority  from  you  to  raise  two  regiments  from  the  Third  Divis- 
ion of  Virginia  Militia,  and  the  governor  requests  to  be  informed  whether 
such  is  the  case.  This  inquiry  is  now  submitted  to  you  for  your  reply 
at  your  earliest  convenience.  If  certain  allegations  in  respect  to  the 
general's  habits  and  daily  condition,  which  have  been  made  to  General 
Lee,  are  correct,  he  certainly  would  not  be  a  fit  person  for  this  responsi- 
ble duty.  In  addition  to  this,  also,  it  is  believed  that  the  population 
from  which  these  regiments  would  be  taken  is  by  no  means  loyal  to  the 
cause  of  Virginia  in  the  present  state  of  affairs. 
Very  respectfully,  &c, 

GEO.  DBAS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  op  the  Forges, 

Richmond,  Va.,  June  24, 186L 

Colonel  Myers,  Chief  Quarter  master,  dc. : 

General  B.  S.  Garnett,  commanding  the  Army  of  the  Northwest,  in  a 
letter  of  the  18th  instant  respresents  that  his  command  is  suffering 
much  for  want  of  blankets  and  tents,  the  nights  being  cold  and  there 
being  much  rain  in  the  mountainous  region  where  he  now  is.  Will  you 
inform  me  how  many  tents  and  blankets  can  be  furnished  t  I  wish  them 
sent  on  Wednesday  morning  next,  with  several  companies,  who  will 
leave  then  to  join  General  Garnettfs  command. 
Very  respectfully, 

R.  E.  LEE, 


Headquarters, 

Winchester,  June  24, 1861. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va.: 

General  :  I  was  informed  yesterday  by  a  person  just  from  Baltimore, 
and  strongly  recommended  to  me  by  a  friend  in  that  place  for  his  prin- 
ciples and  means  of  information,  that  General  Patterson's 
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still  occupying  Hagerstown  and  Williamsport,  the  main  body  being  in 
the  former  place,  and  six  or  eight  thousand  men  under  General  Cad- 
walader  in  the  latter. 

He  says  that  General  Patterson  has  been  corresponding  with  the 
authorities  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  in  relation  to  repairing 
the  road,  and  talks  of  occupying  Harper's  Ferry.  Should  he  do  so  with 
less  than  ten  or  twelve  thousand  men,  an  equal  force  attacking  him 
would  have  the  advantage  of  ground. 

Colonel  Jackson,  who  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  Martinsburg  to 
support  the  cavalry  which  is  observing  the  enemy,  has,  according  to 
his  instructions,  destroyed  all  the  rolling  stock  of  tne  road  within  his 
reach.  I  have  directed  him  to  have  such  of  the  large  stock  of  coal  as 
the  inhabitants  require  sold  to  them,  and  accounts  to  be  kept  of  the 
sales,  and  the  proceeds  to  be  used  in  purchasing  provisions  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  the  order  for  Capt.  W.  E. 
James  to  report  to  me  with  his  company  of  cavalry.  We  require  three 
or  four  more  companies  of  that  arm  from  the  great  extent  of  country  to 
be  observed.  Another  officer  capable  of  commanding  a  brigade  and 
four  or  five  competent  to  the  duties  of  quartermasters  and  commissaries 
are  greatly  needed.  In  this  connection  I  recommend  the  appointment 
of  Lieutenants  Davis  and  Morgan  as  assistant  quartermasters.  They 
have  proved  themselves  competent  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
that  position. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON. 
Brigadier -General,  C.  S.  Army. 


Wab  Department,  0.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  June  25,  1861. 
General  T.  H.  Holmes,  Commanding  at  Fredericksburg: 

Sir:  You  are  authorized  to  co-operate  with  Lieutenant  Lewis,  0.  8. 
.Navy,  with  any  part  of  the  force  under  your  command,  as  you  may  deem 
advisable,  in  the  operations  which  he  has  explained  to  this  Department, 
'  with  which  you  are  acquainted. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  P.  WALKER, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headqua* 
Richmond,  Va.,  June  25,  1861. 

OoL  Charles  A.  Crump, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Gloucester  Point,  Ya.  i 

Colonel:  Your  communication  of  the  22d  instant  has  been  forwarded 
to  these  headquarters.  There  have  been  sent  to  Gloucester  Point  four 
9-inch  guns;  two  32-pounders,  of  57  cwt.;  four  9-inch  guns;  one  32- 
pounder,  of  33  cwt;  one  32-pounder,  of  27  cwt.,  and  two  32-pounders, 
of  33  cwt.  The  last  named  (two  32-pounders,  of  33  cwt)  were  diverted 
at  West  Point  and  sent  to  Yorktown.  it  being  thought  that  they  would 
be  more  immediately  needed  at  the  latter  place.  Their  place  will  be 
supplied  as  early  as  practicable.  You  will  please  inform  me  when  they 
arrive.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Colonel  of  Engineers,  the  above-named 
guns  are  not  sufficient  for  the  proper  defense  of  Gloucester  Point  The 
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two  9-inch  guns  and  the  two  long  32 -pounders,  which  yon 
then  be  sent  you  when  avails' 
Engineer  officers  may  direct 
Respectfully,  &c. 

*  J>  '  p    n  inn 


Hkadquabtebs, 
Richmond,  Fa.,  June  25, 1861. 

George  D.  Davis, 

PaZmer't  Springs,  Mecklenburg  County  t  Ya. : 

Captain  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  22d,  I  have  to  state 
that  by  the  proclamation  of  the  governor  of  June  3,  all  volunteer  com- 
panies not  mustered  into  service  are  called  upon  forthwith  to  repair  to 
their  places  of  rendezvous,  there  to  be  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
State.  You  should  therefore  proceed  with  your  company  to  Richmond, 
armed  with  such  arms  as  may  have  been  furnished  you,  or  as  you  may 
be  able  to  procure,  where  you  will  be  provided  with  such  arms  and 
equipments  as  are  available.  It  is  advisable,  however,  that  you 
fully  equipped  as  possible,  as  you  will  thereby 
for  the  field. 

Respectfully,  &c, 

R.  E.  LEE, 


HBADQUABTBB8, 
Richmond,  Fa.,  June  25,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  8.  Garnett, 

(^omntandi/no  NorthweMtsrn  Viroinin  Tj&urel  Hill  Vol  • 

General:  On  to-morrow  the  two  remaining  companies  of  Colonel 
Fulkerson's  regiment,  viz,  the  Thirty-seventh,  commanded,  respectively, 
by  Captains  Gibson  and  Wood,  and  two  belonging  to  the  Twentieth, 
commanded  by  Captains  Jones  and  William  B.  Bruce,  leave  for  your 
via  Staunton.    They?  will  take 


with  them  two  6-pounder 
iron  guns,  with  ammunition,  two  hundred  tents,  and  the  following 
articles  of  clothing,  viz,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  overcoats,  one  thou- 
sand pairs  of  socks,  and  six  hundred  pairs  of  drawers.  I  am  in- 
formed by  the  Quartermaster's  Department  that  at  present  there  are 
no  shirts  on  hand,  but  that  the  number  called  for  in  your  requisition 
(five  hundred)  will  be  forwarded,  together  with  the  balance  of  the  over 
ooats,'as  soon  as  made.  By  the  Quartermaster's  statement  it  appears 
that  six  hundred  and  forty-nine  blankets  have  been  previously  furnished 
the  troops  under  your  command,  and  that  there  is  not  now  a  single 
blanket  in  store.  In  addition  to  the  two  hundred  tents  mentioned 
above,  the  two  companies  belonging  to  the  Twentieth  Regiment,  and 
before  alluded  to,  take  with  them  twenty-two  tents  on  Colonel  Gilham's 
requisition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
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Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Va.,  June  25,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magrudeu,  Commanding,  dtc.,  Yorktoum,  Va. : 

General  :  Tour  communication  of  the  22d  instant*  has  been  duly 
received.  The  resignation  of  the  Ave  officers  of  the  Zouave  battalion 
therein  mentioned,  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  men,  and  the  inability  on 
the  part  of  the  officers  to  control  in  this  battalion,  as  reported  by  you, 
have  been  sources  of  great  regret  to  me.  There  are  insurmountable 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  promotion  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stuart,  of 
the  Fifteenth  Regiment  Virginia,  to  the  command  of  the  regiment  you 
propose  forming  by  the  addition  of  two  companies  of  Virginia  volun- 
teers to  this  battalion,  nor  is  there  any  officer  of  the  Army  now  available 
to  be  assigned  to  this  command.  I  desire  you  to  direct  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Goppens  to  proceed  to  Richmond  and  report  to  me  at  these 
headquarters,  and  beg  to  be  informed  if  there  is  no  officer  of  the  Zouave 
battalion,  in  vour  iud&rment.  capable  of  commanding  and  manacrin?  it. 
Respectfully, 

R.  IS.  LKK, 
General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Twenty-seventh  Brigade  Virginia  Mdlitia, 

Raleigh  Court-Howe,  Va.,  June  25, 1861. 

General  Wic.  H.  Richardson, 

Adjutant  General  Virginia  Militia,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  through  yourself,  to  his  excellency 
the  governor  and  commander-in-chief,  that  I  have  just  reached  home, 
after  a  visitation  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty  sixth,  One  hundred 
and  forty-second,  One  hundred  and  eighty-fourth,  One  hundred  and 
ninetieth,  One  hundred  and  eighty-seventh,  and  One  hundred  and 
twenty-ninth  Regiments  of  line,  during  which,  in  the  unavoidable 
vacancy  in  the  office  of  brigade-inspector  (caused  by  Linkon's  assign- 
ment to  volunteer  service),  I  trained  the  officers,  reviewed  and  drilled 
the  six  regiments.  By  my  addresses  to  the  several  regiments,  to  the 
county  courts,  and  to  the  people,  wherever  assembled,  I  have  been  most 
successful  in  getting  up  a  patriotic  union  of  men.  hitherto  of  various 
shades  of  opinion,  for  the  defense  of  Virginia,  ana  also  in  promoting 
the  formation  of  volunteer  companies,  some  now  in  the  field,  and  sev- 
eral to  march  in  a  few  days. 

Nicholas  County,  One  hundred  and  twenty-ninth  Regiment,  two 
companies,  one  in  camp;  Fayette  County.  One  hundred  and  forty- 
second  Regiment,  three  companies,  in  the  field ;  Raleigh  County,  One 
hundred  and  eighty-fourth  Regiment,  two  companies,  one  already 
gone,  and  one  to  leave  Monday;  Wyoming  County,  One  hundred  and 
ninetieth  Regiment,  one  company ;  Logan  County,  One  hundred  and 
twenty-ninth  Regiment,  two  companies ;  Boone  County,  One  hundred 
and  eighty-seventh  Regiment,  two  companies,  another  forming;  one 
marches  to-day ;  oue  in  camp.   In  all,  twelve  companies. 

Thus  the  governor  will  perceive  that  one  brigadier  of  Virginia  militia 
has  attempted  to  fulfill  his  responsibilities,  and  is  ready,  whenever 
called  upon,  to  take  the  field  at  the  head  of  his  brigade. 

With  respect  to  some  partial,  and,  as  it  seems  to  me,  irregular  and 

-  ■  —  -  -  —  —  ■ 

•No'  found. 
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impolitic  orders,  emanating  from  the  lieutenant-colonel  (McCausland) 
of  the  Kanawha  Valley  volunteer  forces,  it  is  my  duty  to  complain  to 
his  excellency.  These  orders,  in  the  name  of  the  governor,  call  for 
drafting  one  or  two  hundred  men  in  a  connty.  This  is  unnecessary, 
and  it  harasses  the  people,  because  I  find  each  county  and  regiment 
ready  tb  furuish  as  many  volunteers  as  it  is  prudent  to  take  away  from 
these  western  counties,  iu  which  there  are  many  disaffected  persons 
whom  it  is  necessary  to  watch  and  restrain  until  our  State  can  get  rid 
of  them  or  punish  them.  If  the  governor  should  require  any  number 
of  men  from  my  brigade  to  be  drafted,  I  ask  that  I  may  execute  the 
governor's  orders.  Recently  an  irresponsible  man,  named  Hutchinson, 
brought  one  of  these  little  one  hundred-men  orders,  and  pretended  he 
had  authority  to  draft.  These  irregular  attempts  to  draft  I  will  oppose 
until  the  governor  shall  otherwise  direct,  with  respect  to  drafting  a 
company  out  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-second  Fayette  Regiment 
on  any  pretext  such  as  that  The  people  of  that  gallant  county  will  not 
volunteer.  Their  having  three  companies  in  the  field  for  some  time 
completely  proves  the  injustice  of  these  little  irregular  drafts.  The 
truth  is,  these  will  greatly  injure  a  general  draft  when  required  by  the 
public  exigencies,  as  may  soon  be. 

With  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  BJ3CKLEY, 
JivxQQiivcT  (Jcn€TdX  GofWfian/linQ  Twenty  "Seventh  Brigade 

P.  8. — The  official  return  of  brigade  will  be  forwarded  in  a  few  days. 
Inclosed  I  send  the  certificate  of  election  of  a  new  company,  formed 
last  Saturday,  of  one  hundred  and  thirteen  men. 


Headquarters, 
Romney,  Va.,  June  25, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Sir  :  On  the  5th  instant  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  at  the  hands  of 
the  President  the  commission  of  colonel  of  cavalry  in  the  Army  of  the 
Confederate  States,  accompanied  by  an  order  to  perform  certain  services 
therein  specified.  On  the  7th  instant  I  reported  myself  to  General 
Johnston,  and  exhibited  to  him  the  order  alluded  to.  He  informed  me 
that  such  were  the  exigencies  of  his  command  that  he  could  not  spare 
a  single  man.  Without  some  organised  force,  around  which  to  rally 
volunteers,  it  was  evidently  vain  for  me  to  move  towards  the  point  at 
which  the  service  was  to  be  rendered,  as  I  would  have  been  pleased  to 
have  done  with  even  one  company  of  cavalry.  Therefore  I  lost  no  time 
in  sending  out  agents  in  the  valley  and  Piedmont,  and  have  met  with 
success  far  beyond  my  most  sanguine  expectations,  as  this  bids  fair  to 
become- a  popular  arm  of  the  service. 

On  the  15th  Oapt  Turner  Ashby,  commanding  a  troop  belonging  to 
Colonel  Hunton's  regiment,  reported  that  he  had  obtained  from  General 
Johnston  permission  to  join  his  own  regiment,  and  from  Colonel  Hun- 
ton  he  obtained  permission  to  join  my  command  ou  the  14th  instant; 
therefore  his  troop  joined  me  at  Winchester.  On  the  17th  Captain 
Gaither,  with  a  troop  of  Marylanders,  joined  me  at  the  same  point,  with 
most  of  his  men  mounted.  On  the  same  day  I  had  ordered  both  of  these 
tooops  to  march  to  this  place,  to  leave  Winchester  in  the  afternoon. 
In  the  mean  time  I  learned  that  General  Johnston's  command  was 
drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  expecting  an  attack.  This  induced  me  to 
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countermand  the  marching  orders  which  I  had  given  to  Captains 
Ashby  and  Gaither,  that  my  men  should  have  their  part  in  the  expected 
engagement  On  the  morning  of  the  18th,  having  learned  enough  of 
the  enemy's  position  to  convince  me  that  there  was  no  danger  of  an 
immediate  attack,  I  ordered  the  above-named  captains  to  move  forward 
with  their  companies  to  this  place.  Since  that  time  I  have  been  joined 
by  a  full  company  of  mounted  men  from  Shenandoah  County,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Myers,  and  another  from  the  County  of  Page, 
commanded  by  Captain  Jordan.  Captain  Bowen  has  tendered  me 
another,  expecting  tojoin  me  here  to-day  or  to-morrow  with  his  com- 
pany from  Warren  County.  Captain  Wingfleld  ioined  me  with  his 
company  on  day  before  yesterday.  Captain  Shands,  from  the  county 
of  Rockingham,  joined  on  yesterday  with  twenty-five  men,  and  expects 
the  arrival  of  his  recruiting  agents  in  a  day  or  so  with  men  sufficient  to 
fill  up  his  company.  Besides  these,  a  full  company,  raised  by  Mr. 
I  shell  from  the  county  of  Jefferson,  report  that  they  will  join  me  in  a 
few  days.  In  addition  to  these  organized  companies  I  have  with  me 
volunteers  from  the  States  of  Alabama,  Kentucky,  and  Maryland,  as 
well  as  from  Hardy  County,  this  State,  under  favorite  leaders,  in  squads 
of  from  ten  to  thirty-five  men,  who  wait  to  join  their  respective  cap- 
tains, now  busily  employed  in  raising  full  companies,  though  not  yet 
reported  as  ready  to  join  me.  These  different  squads,  for  their  more  effi- 
cient service,  I  have  temporarily  attached  to  different  companies  already 
organized.  Among  these  last-named  men  are  some  of  the  very  best  for 
the  peculiar  services  of  partisan  and  border  war.  That  the  organiza- 
tion of  my  command  may  be  the  more  thorough  and  efficient,  my  plan 
is  that  the  men  of  the  different  companies  shall  see  some  service  under 
the  officers  now  commanding  them  before  they  are  fixed  in  their  posi- 
tions by  election  and  commission.  Further,  it  is  my  intention  and  the 
basis  upon  which  I  have  thus  far  acted,  although  I  can  get  from  loyal 
and  true  citizens  of  the  Confederate  States  as  many  horses,  saddles,  and 
bridles,  &c.,  as  I  may  need,  for  certificates  of  value,  to  be  paid  by  our 
Government,  yet  have  I  deemed  it  both  right  and  politic  to  exhaust  the 
supply  in  the  hands  of  positive  traitors  and  submissionista,  that  they, 
in  holding  the  Confederate  States  certificates,  may  become  interested  m 
the  success  of  our  revolution.  What  I  remarked  above  as  to  horses, 
bridles,  &c,  for  my  command,  I  have  but  to  say  as  to  all  the  commis- 
sary supplies  needed  for  our  maintenance.  In  this  connection  I  will 
draw  your  attention  to  the  important  fact  that  the  saddles  which  I  have 
picked  up  here  and  there  in  these  mountains  are  totally  unfit  for  my 
service,  in  that  they  both  hurt  the  horses'  backs  and  afford  no  secure 
seats  for  the  riders.  I  beg,  therefore,  that  the  saddles  promised,  as  well 
as  the  articles  mentioned  in  the  inclosed  requisition,  may  be  forwarded 
to  me  at  this  point,  in  care  of  Mr.  Thornton  Pendleton  and  Major  Fun- 
steu,  who  will  bring  them  with  them  to  this  place,  and  upon  the  receipt 
of  the  better  saddles,  so  indispensable  to  me,  I  will  turn  over  to  the 
proper  department  all  those  which  may  be  unfit  for  ranger  service,  as 
well  as  all  articles  whose  places  may  be  better  supplied  under  the  requi- 
sition herewith  inclosed.  Of  sabers  I  have  but  few,  and  wish  none  others, 
as  I  much  prefer  the  hatchet,  weighing  about  a  half  pound,  in  their  stead. 

The  force  above  mentioned,  in  round  numbers  men,  every  day 

increasing,  I  have  had  to  quarter,  mount  (for  some  of  them  came  with- 
out horses),  feed,  and  arm  upon  the  credit  of  the  Confederate  States,  by 
me  used  under  the  commission  received  from  our  President.  Whilst 
in  Winchester  in  person,  and  enabled  to  sign  requisitions  and  give 
receipts,  I  was  supplied  by  General  Johnston  with  such  things  as  could 
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be  spared  from  the  different  departments.  When  I  set  out  to  join  the 
command  at  this  place  I  left  in  Winchester  an  acting  quartermaster, 
Mr.  Thornton  Pendleton,  who  to-day  has  come  up  to  inform  me  that 
the  quartermaster's  department  of  General  Johnston  will  not  honor  biB 
requisitions  for  my  command.  I  am  obliged,  therefore,  to  ask  that  in 
advance  of  the  full  organization  of  my  regiment  Mr.  Pendleton  be 
authenticated  as  the  quartermaster  to  my  regiment,  that  Captain  Turner 
Ashby  be  commissioned  as  lieutenant-colonel,  and  Dr.  O.  B.  Funsten  as 
major  of  my  regiment.  To  the  last-named  gentleman  I  am  much  indebted 
for  the  energy,  zeal,  and  untiring  efforts  in  raising  volunteers ;  and 
while  he  has  not  had  a  military  education,  I  know  him  to  be  brave  and 
indomitable,  yielding  to  no  man  in  his  devotion  to  our  cause,  and  I  doubt 
not  but  that  he  will  be  t'ujly  equal  to  the  requirements  of  his  position. 
I  cheerfully  recommend  hjra  for  major.  As  to  Captain  Ashby,  I  need 
not  speak  of  his  qualities,  for  already  he  is  known  as  one  of  the  best 
partisan  leaders  in  the  service.  Himself  a  thorough  soldier,  he  is  emi- 
nently qualified  to  command.  I  sincerely  trust  that  the  commission 
asked  for  may  issue  to  him.  As  soon  as  the  requisite  companies  are 
filled,  which  I  believe  will  be  in  a  few  days,  I  will  send  in  to  be  commis- 
sioned the  names  of  the  company  oincers. 

In  order  that  the  demoralizing  influences  of  campaign  life,  particu- 
larly those  which  attach  to  a  border  war,  may  be  counteracted  as  far  as 
possible,  the  Kev.  James  B.  Averitt,  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  has  been 
induced  by  me  to  accompany  the  command  as  the  acting  chaplain  of 
the  regiment.  Already  have  I  seen  the  good  emanating  from  the  regu- 
lar services  and  prayers  of  this  clergyman,  as  we  have  among  us  not  a 
few  communicants  of  the  church,  and  I  need  not  mention  to  yon  the 
good  effect  upon  the  popular  mind  here  which  the  presence  of  one  whose 
life  is  devoted  to  God  and  his  country  will  have.  I  ask,  therefore,  that 
this  gentleman  may  bo  appointed  chaplain  of  my  command,  ana  that 
his  commission  may  issue  for  the  same.  I  am  the  more  anxious  for 
this  last-mentioned  appointment  in  that  in  having  a  fully  commissioned 
and  authenticated  man  of  God  with  us,  aside  from  the  positive  good  to 
the  command,  the  charges  of  laud  pirates  and  other  unenviable  sobri- 
quets already  preferred  against  us  as  parties  to  this  partisan  warfare 
may  be  the  more  fully  met  and  refuted.  For  this  gentleman,  therefore,  I 
ask  this  appointment. 

Touching  the  services  rendered  by  my  command  since  we  have  been 
here,  I  will  state  that  three  spies  have  been  captured — one  of  Virginia, 
the  two  others  from  Maryland.  They  are  now  in  the  jail  of  this  county. 
I  will  send  on  in  a  day  or  so  a  detailed  statement  of  the  facts  bearing 
upon  their  guilt,  asking  for  instructions  in  their  cases.  My  men  keep 
the  entire  county  of  Hampshire  thoroughly  scouted,  as  well  for  the 
protection  of  the  persons  and  property  of  loyal  citizens  as  to  watch  the 
approach  of  hostile  forces. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANGUS  W.  MCDONALD, 
Colonel  of  Cavalry,  0.  &  Army. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Va.,  June  26,  1861. 

Major  (  i  org  as,  Chief  of  Ordnance  Department,  Richmond,  Ya. : 

Major  :  Upon  the  requisition  of  Brigadier-General  Garnett  I  desire 
four  hundred  rounds  of  ammunition  (two  hundred  each)  to  be  sent  with 
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the  two  6  pounder  iron  guns  intended  for  his  command.  Golonel  Dim- 
mock  informs  me,  upon  whom,  through  my  error,  the  requisition  for 
guns,  equipments,  and  an)munition  was  made,  that  the  guns,  caissons, 
&c,  were  forwarded  on  yesterday,but  cannot  say  whether  or  not  the 
ammunition  accompanied  them.  Will  you  investigate  the  matter,  and 
if  the  ammunition  has  uot  already  been  sent,  cause  the  same  (four  hun- 
dred rounds)  to  be  shipped  at  once  to  General  Garnett,  to  the  care  of 
Major  Harman .  at  Staunton  1 


General  S.  Cooper  : 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  desire  to  furnish  the  President  with  some  facts 
relative  to  the  .state  of  affairs  in  this  region  of  the  State,  which  it  is 
important,  in  my  judgment,  he  should  understand.  The  remnant  of 
the  Union  shriekers  in  this  southwestern  part  of  the  State  cannot  relin- 
quish the  idea  of  building  up  a  political  power  and  party  which  will 
control  affairs  here  and  in  the  State  generally.  An  important  object 
with  them  is  to  get  control  of  the  military  organization  whenever  they 
possibly  can,  and  to  prevent  any  where  they  cannot. 

In  the  county  of  Washington,  at  Abingdon,  a  military  depot  was 
established  by  the  direction  of  the  governor  for  the  reception  of  volun- 
teers from  the  counties  of  Lee,  Scott,  Russell,  and  Washington.  A  good 
many  men  convened  there,  and  after  being  mustered  into  the  service  of 
the  State  were  sent  to  Richmond.  After  this  a  colonel  appointed  by 
the  governor  (Colonel  Moore)  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  post. 
He  is  a  worthy,  brave,  and  excellent  man,  of  the  strongest  secession 
opinions.   A  major  was  sent  there  with  him. 

Recently  Mr.  John  A.  Campbell,  the  preseut  submission  member  of 
the  Convention,  from  Washington  County,  has  been  parading  the  county 
with  a  view  of  raising  what  ho  calls  "his  regiment,"  and  left  the  im- 
pression that  he  had  received  the  commission  of  colonel  from  the  gov- 
ernor. There  was  convened  about  two  hundred  men  under  different 
captains  at  the  Abingdon  post,  who  refused  to  be  mustered  into  the 
service,  but  who  desired  to  stay  in  camp  at  public  expense,  under  their 
own  organization,  awaiting  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Campbell  to  a 
colonelcy,  and  in  default  of  that  determining  to  disband  and  go  home. 
This  is  an  expiring  effort  to  keep  alive  the  influence  of  the  Union  party 
in  the  county,  and  to  extend  it,  if  possible,  to  the  surrounding  oues. 
Colonel  Moore  ref  used  to  issue  rations  to  these  i>eople  unless  they  would 
muster  into  service,  which  they  refused  to  do,  and  disbanded. 

That  little  village  is  the  scat  of  all  Union-shrieking  influences,  and 
they  are  exerted  to  their  utmost  upon  all  voluuteer  companies  that  come 
there.  I  am  sure  the  best  thing  that  can  be  done  is  at  once  to  order 
away  all  the  companies  now  there  to  Richmond,  and  to  break  up  the 
encampment.  Lynchburg  will  answer  every  purpose  now  for  a  receiv- 
ing depot  for  all  the  west,  and  Colonel  Moore  could  be  assigned  to  duty 
in  the  field,  which  he  would  be  glad  of.  If  Campbell  is  allowed  to  get 
the  commission  of  colonel,  and  to  establish  himself  at  Abingdon,  it  will 
exert  a  very  injurious  influence  in  this  section  of  the  State,  by  encour- 
aging the  Union  sj>i rit,  now  struggling  for  life  in  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, but  which  is  in  the  ascendency  in  the  adjoining  counties  of 
Carter  and  Johnson,  in  Tennessee,   The  brother-in-law  of  this  man 


R.  B.  LEE, 


Camp  Jackson,  June  26, 1861. 
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Campbell  is  one  of  the  prominent  leaders  of  the  Linooln  party  in  Ten- 
nessee, a  coadjutor  of  Johnson,  Nelson,  and  Brownlow,  and  any  exercise 
of  military  authority  by  his  brother-in-law  in  Virginia  would  prove  ex- 
tremely baleful  to  the  cause  we  have  so  much  at  heart. 

I  am  afraid  this  long  letter  will  worry  you,  but  I  know  the  facts  and 
views  it  contains  are  important  to  this  section  of  the  country,  and  I  did 
not  feel  at  liberty  to  withhold  them  from  the  President 
I  am,  very  truly,  your  Mend, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD. 


Headquarters  of  the  Forces, 

Norfolk,  Fa.,  June  26, 1861. 

Maj.  Qen.  B.  E.  Lee,  Commanding  Forces  : 

Sra:  I  received  yesterday  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant,0  and  duly 
remarked  the  contents.  I  dispatched  a  steamer,  with  a  flag,  to  Old 
Point  yesterday,  and  sent  a  letter  to  General  Butler,  informing  him  I 
forwarded  some  persons  (the  captain  and  crew  of  a  Prussian  bark, 
wrecked  on  the  coast— some  ladies  and  children,  &c),  whose  private 
affairs  required  them  to  go  North.  He  could  not  be  found  to  receive 
the  letter,  and  the  boat  was  detained  several  hours,  as  it  appears  Major- 
General  Butler  had  himself  gone  over  to  the  Ripraps,  and,  while 
flag  of  truce  was  flying  in  the  roads,  he  was  firing  (seven  shots)  fr 
Sawyer's  rifled-gun  upon  our  works  at  Se well's  Point.  Nobody  hurt. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 


Headquarters, 
Winchester,  June  26,  1861. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Deas,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Colonel  :  I  have  just  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the 
24th  instant.  Ton  ask  on  the  part  of  the  governor  if  Brigadier-General 
Meein  has  been  authorized  by  me  to  raise  two  regiments  from  the  Third 
Division  of  Virginia  Militia.  I  respectfully  reply  he  was  ordered  to  do 
so  by  me.  Permit  me  to  remind  you  that  in  calling  out  the  militia  I  am 
compelled  to  use  the  officers  set  over  them,  and  in  the  absence  of  any 
means  of  knowing  their  character  must  suppose  that  in  times  like  these 
none  but  competent  persons  are  left  in  high  military  places.  If  General 
Meem  is  such  a  person  as  you  describe,  let  me  suggest  that  the  author- 
ities in  Richmond  hold  the  remedy  in  their  own  hands,  not  I.  I  think 
that  the  belief  you  express  "  that  the  population  from  which  these  reg- 
iments would  be  taken  is  by  no  means  loyal"  is  erroneous.  Tour 
strictures  upon  my  order  to  General  Meem  imply  strong  disapproval — 
I  suppose  that  of  General  Lee.  If  I  am  correct  in  so  understanding 
you,  would  it  not  be  well  to  countermand  the  order  in  question  at  head- 
quarters t 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 
BrigadierOeneral,  0.  8.  Army. 
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Headquarters, 
Yorktovynj  Va,j  June  26,  1861. 

Sir  :  I  received  information  yesterday  from  Major  Hood,  operating 
below  with  three  companies  of  cavalry  and  one  piece  of  artillery,  that 
a  steamer,  with  troops  on  board,  landed  on  the  other  side  of  the  Po- 
qnosin  Biver.  in  a  large  barge,  one  hundred  men  at  Mesick's  Point,  where 
we  had  a  vedette.  The  movement  was  evidently  one  of  reconnaissance. 
They  staid  about  fifteen  minutes,  re  embarked,  and  returned  to  Fort 
Monroe.  The  day  before  yesterday  Major  Hood  scoured  the  country  to 
within  two  miles  of  Newport  News,  passing  across  it  to  the  Warwick 
road ;  then  to  John  Sinclair's  farm  and  New  Market  Bridge,  and  by  the 
way  of  Back  Biver  road  to  his  station,  at  Bartlettf s,  on  the  Poquosin. 
He  did  not  meet  or  see  any  trace  of  an  enemy.  Yesterday,  about  even- 
ing, he  learned  that  some  three  companies  of  the  enemy  had  marched 
on  the  Warwick  road,  and  taken  up  their  position  at  Whiting's  house, 
this  side  of  New  Market  Bridge.  He  detached  a  party  last  night  to 
surprise  the  enemy,  but  on  their  arrival  found  that  the  enemy  had  re- 
turned to  Newport  News.  These  operations  will  continue.  The  day 
before  yesterday  I  mustered  in  five  infantry  companies  of  militia,  aver- 
aging some  two  hundred  men,  and  one  of  cavalry.  The  infantry  com- 
I  panics  I  stationed  near  their  own  houses,  to  meet  three  times  a  week, 
I  and  in  the  mean  time  to  attend  to  their  crops  and  families.  The  larger 
number  came  from  the  Poquosin,  supposed  heretofore  to  have  been  of 
doubtful  patriotism ;  but  I  think  a  large  majority  are  true.  I  sent 
through  Gloucester  and  this  county  yesterday  for  spades,  shovels,  &c, 
and  my  quartermaster  required  them  from  Richmond. 

It  is  necessary  to  make  intrenchments  and  place  a  gun,  protected  by 
some  infantry,  at  three  or  four  points  on  this  side  of  the  Poquosin  Biver ; 
also  to  fortify  Harrod's  Mills,  on  the  York  road,  and  Young's  Mills,  on 
the  Warwick  road.  This  line,  thus  fortified,  could  not  be  turned  easily. 
From  this  I  can  operate  in  front  of  Bethel,  to  the  north  of  the  enemy, 
and  be  in  reach  of  re-enforcements  when  pressed.  If  operations  with 
infantry  are  carried  on  below  this  line,  they  will  certainly  be  disastrous 
in  the  end,  for  there  is  not  a  position  lower  down  that  cannot  be  turned 
by  the  enemy,  and  in  much  greater  force  than  ourselves ;  and  should  a 
disaster  occur  it  would  be  complete,  and  involve,  as  a  consequence,  the 
loss,  probably,  of  this  place. 

I  do  not  mean  that  we  should  not  make  a  dash  into  them  with  infantry 
and  then  return  to  our  intrenchments.  We  must  not  stay  with  infantry 
sufficiently  long  in  any  one  place  below  to  allow  the  enemy  to  take  it  in 
the  rear,  it  being  in  his  power  to  do  so  at  any  time,  if  he  knew  our  posi- 
tion perfectly.  The  flanks  of  the  line  I  propose  now  to  occupy  are 
reasonably  secure.  The  right  is  at  the  place  designated  by  me  to  you 
before,  and  the  left  is  thrown  back  to  avoid  the  landing  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Poquosin.  If  the  enemy  becomes  bold,  while  we  are  pre- 
paring, he  will  soon  be  taught  prudence. 

A  company  of  the  Fifteenth  Begiment  Virginia  Militia,  mustered  at 
Williamsburg,  about  a  week  ago,  and  which  refused  to  march  under  its 
captain,  I  have  had  disarmed,  marched  here,  and  the  ringleaders  are 
now  being  tried.  I  have  the  guard-house  full  of  zouaves,  who  will  also 
be  tried  at  once,  the  courts  sitting  without  regard  to  hours. 

This  will  be  taken  up  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Goppens,  whom  I  send 
to  Bichmond  in  obedience  to  your  orders.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Coppens 
appears  devoted  to  his  duties,  and,  from  my  own  observations,  though 
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I  have  Been  bat  little  of  him,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  he  will  make  a 
very  good  officer. 

I  could  not  disband  the  Zouaves,  but  let  the  officers  resign,  if  they 
chose.   The  officers  are  gallant  fellows,  too,  and  I  had  hoped  to  have 
been  able  to  have  preserved  to  the  country  the  services  of  all 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGBUDER, 

Brigadier-  General)  Commanding. 


War  Department,  O.  S.  A~ 

Richmond,  June  27,  1861. 

Brigadier-General  Holmes,  Aquia  Creek,  Va.  : 

Sir :  If  you  deem  the  suggestions  of  Commander  Lewis  feasible,  you 
are  authorized  to  detail  five  hundred  troops  for  the  purpose  of  co-operat- 
ing with  him.  In  doing  this  it  would  be  proper  to  select  from  the  differ- 
ent regiments  under  your  command. 

If,  however,  you  do  not  concur  with  Commander  Lewis  in  the  feasi- 
bility of  the  undertaking,  it  will  be  proper  for  you  to  send  a  detachment 
of  troops  to  Cone  River  to  support  him  in  the  event  he  should  find  it 
necessary  to  run  in  at  that  point. 

Very  respectfully,  ____ 

L.  P.  WALKER, 

Secretary  of  W^cm*. 


Hon.  Secretary  op  War  : 

Dear  Sir  :  General  Holmes  suggests  that  instead  of  obtaining  vol- 
unteers from*  him,  you  order  the  Tennessee  regiment  to  the  duty  re- 
quired in  our  joint  machinations  against  the  "  peace  and  dignity  n  of 
Abraham  and  the  Pawnee,  and  that  a  line  from  yon  to  Colonel  Bate 
would  "  enthuse  n  them,  &c  Captain  Maury  calls  on  you,  at  my  request, 
to  attend  to  this.  Our  Commander  Lewis,  of  the  Navy,  will  eommand 
the  party  afloat,  and  will  succeed. 
Truly,  &c., 

S.  R.  M. 


Headquarters, 
Brooke's  Station,  June  27, 1861. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  yours  relative  to  co-operating  with  Commander 
Lewis,  Confederate  Navy,  I  have  respectfully  to  say  that  I  did  not  feel 
justified  in  ordering  volunteer  troops  on  an  expedition  so  fraught  with 
ruinous  consequences  if  it  failed,  and  the  success  of  which  required  that 
so  many  contingencies  should  be  effectually  accomplished.  I  referred 
the  matter  to  the  colonels  of  regiments,  and  they  declined  to  volunteer 
their  men. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Va.,  June  28,  1801. 

T.  H.  Holmes, 

Commanding,  dec,  Fredericksburg,  Va. : 

Oeneral  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  27th  instant*  I  have  to 
state  that  it  has  always  been  intended  to  erect  a  battery  at  Mathias 
Point,  with  a  view  of  commanding  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac,  and 
guns,  &c,  have  been  prepared  for  the  purpose.  Its  construction  has 
been  postponed,  from  the  fact  that  it  would  be  vigorously  resisted  by 
the  troops  of  the  U.  8.  Government,  and  from  its  exposed  position  would 
require  a  larger  force  to  protect  and  defend  it  than  was  available.  The 
erection  of  the  battery  is  still  desired  if  it  can  be  accomplished ;  but  if 
the  point  at  Evansport  will  accomplish  the  same  end,  as  you  think  prob- 
able, and  as  it  possesses  advantages  which  you  mention,  it  is  preferable 
to  construct  the  proposed  battery  at  said  point;  but  before  this  can  be 
decided  on  you  are  desired,  with  the  aid  of  the  naval  otticers  on  the 
Potomac,  to  make  an  examination  of  the  river  at  that  point,  to  ascertain 
its  condition  and  character,  and  you  are  requested  to  do  so  as  soon  as 
practicable.  There  are  three  9-inch  columbiads  now  here  that  were  in- 
tended for  Mathias  Point  and  can  be  used  at  Evansport  if  that  point  be 
preferred.  There  are  no  rifled  32  pounders.  I  think  no  unnecessary 
demonstration  should  be  made  to  attract  the  enemy's  attention,  either 
at  Evansport  or  at  Mathias  Point,  which  might  disclose  our  purpose. 
Besnectfullv.  &c 

R.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 

Headquarters, 
Brooke?*  Station,  June  28, 1861. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  Pursuant  to  your  instructions,  received  last  night,  I  dispatched 
Colonel  Bate,  with  the  efFective  force  of  his  regiment  present,  to  support 
Commander  Lewis,  0.  8.  Navy.  I  consider  the  command  (about  four 
hundred)  unnecessarily  strong,  as  Colonel  Bate  is  positively  ordered  to 
take  no  part  in  the  expedition  on  the  Water.  I  sincerely  hope  your 
excellency  will  not  consider  me  extra  cautious  in  this  matter,  for  when 
we  consider  that  an  indispensable  requisite  to  success  would  be  the 
absolute  concealment  of  three  hundred  or  four  hundred  men  on  a  com- 
paratively small  steamer,  and  those  men  untrained  volunteers,  and  that 
this  is  only  one  of  several  other  contingencies  equally  difficult  to  be 
reconciled,  it  seems  to  me  that  success  would  be  miraculous,  t 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters, 
Winchester,  June  29, 1801. 

Oeneral  8.  Cooper: 

General  :  Immediately  after  reading  in  a  newspaper  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  governor  of  Virginia  in  relation  to  the  transfer  of  troops,  &c, 


•Not  found. 

tThe  records  do  not  indioate  what  thi»  "  expedition  n  was. 
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from  the  State  to  the  Confederate  authorities,  I  inquired  of  General 
if  this  transfer  involved  the  necessity  of  "  mustering n  the  Virginia  troops 
into  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States,  but  received  no  answ< 
tenant  Washington  was  desired  to  obtain  an  answer  to  this 
when  in  Richmond  recently,  and  brought  an  affirmative  verbal  one. 

An  order  in  relation  to  the  muster  of  the  Virginia  troops  at  the  end 
of  June,  which  followed  him  from  General  Lee's  headquarters,  contained 
nothing  on  the  subject,  so  that  I  am  still  uncertain. 

If  this  form  is  necessary,  be  so  good  as  to  give  me  instructions.  I 
have  had  no  official  information  of  the  transfer  of  the  Virginia  troops  to 
the  Confederate  Government. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON. 
Briaadier-  General*  0.  8.  Army. 


Hbadquahtkiml 
Loring>*  MiU,  Wartoiclc  Road,  Va.y  June  30,  1801. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Dreux,  about  eighteen  hundred  strong,  arrived  here  yesterday 
at  3  p.  in.,  after  a  most  arduous  march,  without  meeting  with  the  enemy, 
although  we  sought  him  under  the  guns  of  his  works  at  Newport  News. 

The  command  started  at  LI  o'clock  at  night  on  the  28th  instant,  under 
my  immediate  orders,  and  marched,  in  a  drenching  rain,  to  near  the 
points  where  the  enemy's  sentinels  were  reported  to  be  posted.  Before 
our  arrival,  however,  at  that  point,  I  caused  a  thorough  examination  to 
be  made  or  the  bridge  at  New  Market  and  its  immediate  vicinity,  and 
could  find  no  evidence  of  its  being  fortified  or  even  occupied.  One  of 
the  objects  of  this  night  march,  as  I  wrbte  the  commanding  general,  was 
to  surprise  the  enemy  at  that  ]>oiut,  if  in  occupation  of  it,  and  to  drive 
him  back  into  his  works.  Finding  no  enemy  here,  I  determined  to  pass, 
by  a  private  road,  to  within  a  mile  or  a  mile  and  a  half  of  Newport 
News,  to  conceal  my  cavalry  in  the  wood  which  skirts  the  road  leading 
from  that  place  to  Fort  Monroe,  to  place  my  infantry  in  ambush  on  a 
parallel  road  and  near  enough  to  give  support  to  the  cavalry,  and  await 
daybreak  and  the  passage  of  parties  between  the  two  posts.  I  proceeded 
to  execute  this  plan,  not  without  hope,  from  the  extreme  inclemency  of 
the  weather  and  the  suddenness  of  our  movement,  of  being  able  to  sur- 
prise and  capture  the  work  itself,  which,  I  am  told,  is  garrisoned  by  at 
least  four  thousand  men.  We  had  arrived  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  post,  when  a  musket  was  discharged  by  one  of  our  own  men,  and 
two  negroes  were  seen  running  towards  the  enemy,  making  it  very  im- 
probable that  we  should  be  able  to  accomplish  our  purpose  by  surprise. 
We  nevertheless  continued  our  march,  and  learning  from  a  negro  that 
some  two  hnndred  men  of  the  enemy  were  quartered  in  a  house  near  the 
work,  I  determined  to  surround  it.  It  was  now  daylight.  I  therefore 
sent  the  cavalry  in  front  of  the  house,  while  the  infantry  filed  through  a 
road  in  its  rear,  but,  upon  examination,  it  was  found  the  enemy  did  not 
occupy  it  that  night,  having  perhaps  been  deterred  from  turning  out  of 
their  work  by  the  violent  rain.  I  nevertheless  concealed  my  men  as 
much  as  possible,  showing  a  few  of  the  cavalry,  in  order  to  entice  a  por- 
tion of  the  garrison  to  come  out.  They,  however,  remained  close,  and  as 
I  intended  to  return  to  Yorktown  by  the  Warwick  road,  I  marched  up 
to  this  point,  where  I  am  establishing  a  post,  stopping,  however,  three 
hours  in  sight  of  Newport  News,  in  order  to  rest  the  men.  We  visited 
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which  the  enemy  bad  pillaged  the  day  before,  and 
tnred  some  negroes.  Wc  found  a  most  respectable  man  (Captain  Smith) 
and  his  family  still  living  on  their  place,  but  subject  to  the  threats,  an- 
noyances, robberies,  and  abuses  of  these  unprincipled  foes,  who  threat- 
ened their  lives,  as  well  as  to  burn  their  property,  on  the  ground  of  their 
being  secessionists.  After  leaving  his  house  I  addressed  a  letter  to  Col. 
Phelps,  in  command  at  Newport  News,  calling  his  attention  to  this  im- 
proper and  uncivilized  conduct,  and  stating  to  him  that  it  was  not  to  be 
expected  that  the  courtesy  aud  humanity  that  had  characterized  our 
treatment  of  those  who  had  fallen  into  our  hands  would  continue  if  such 
conduct  on  the  part  of  his  officers  and  men  was  longer  tolerated.  I  am 
satisfied  this  savage  and  cruel  course  towards  individuals  is  in  pursu- 
ance of  orders  from  Washington,  and  in  most  cases  to  the  disgust  of  the 
respectable  portion  of  the  officers,  who  are  obliged  to  carry  them  out. 

I  leave  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dreux,  with  his  battalion,  here,  and  8tan- 
ard's  battery,  with  instructions  to  fortify  his  flanks  and  front,  and  to 
hold  this  position.  I  am  in  hopes  that  the  demonstration  of  force  made 
on  this  road  now  will  rid  the  inhabitants,  at  least  for  a  time,  of  the  pres- 
ence of  the  enemy. 

The  traitors  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Monroe,  through  which  we 
were  compelled  to  march,  no  cjoubt  communicated  the  fact  as  soon  as 
we  passed,  for  about  daylight  signal-guns  were  fired  from  the  fort  to 
give  warning  to  Newport  News. 

I  am,  Bir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGBUDER. 

P.  8.— I  leave  for  Williamsburg,  via  Yorktown,  to-morrow  morning. 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Va.,  June  30, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes,  C.  S.  A., 

Commanding,  cfcc,  Fredericksburg,  Va. : 

General  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant,#  incloeiug 
the  report  of  Colonel  Buggies,  in  reference  to  Mathias  Point.  You  will 
perceive,  by  my  letter  to  you  in  reference  to  the  erection  of  a  battery,  which 
you  proposed  at  Evansport,  that  the  establishment  of  one  at  Mathias 
Point  cannot  be  decided  on  until  you  ascertain  which  point  is  the  most 
preferable.  I  have,  however,  requested  three  9-inch  columbiads,  with 
their  carriages,  ammunition,  &c,  to  be  forwarded  to  you,  that  you  may 
have  them  in  readiness  for  whichever  point  may  be  determined  on. 
While  this  matter  is  undecided,  I  would  recommend  that  you  adopt  such 
measures  as  may  be  in  your  power  to  allay  the  apprehensions  of  the 
enemy  as  to  the  occupation  by  us  of  either  point.  Before  breaking  ground 
at  the  point  that  you  may  select  for  the  battery,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
have  everything  in  readiness  for  its  speedy  construction  and  a  sufficient 
covering  force  prepared  for  its  protection.  I  will  endeavor  to  send  you 
another  regiment  as  soon  as  one  is  available,  and  have  to  request  that 
yon  will  endeavor  to  recruit  your  force  from  volunteers  of  the  surround- 
iug  counties. 

Very  respectfully, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 


"Not  found. 
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Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Richmond,  July  1,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  A.  Wise, 

Commanding,  dtc,  Oauley  Bridge,  via  Lewisburg,  Va. : 

General  :  Your  letter  of  tbe  23d  instant,  covering  copy  of  dispatches 
received  by  you  from  Colonel  Tompkins,  has  been  duly  received  and 
laid  before  the  Secretary  of  War.*  In  respect  to  so  much  of  your  let- 
ter as  relates  to  the  force  under  Colonel  Tompkins,  in  companies,  mus- 
tered into  the  State  volunteer  service,  and  which  you  ask  to  be  mustered 
into  your  legion,  I  am  instructed  to  say  that  as  these  companies,  being 
within  the  district  of  your  command,  must  necessarily  come  under  your 
orders,  they  need  not  be  mustered  into  the  force  authorized  to  be  raised 
by  you.  If,  however,  any  question  should  arise  which  might  lender  it 
important  to  attach  them  by  a  special  muster  to  your  legion,  you  are 
fully  authorized  to  cause  them  to  be  so  mustered  and  attached. 

Several  companies,  both  horse  and  foot,  have  been  sent  to  you  from 
this  quarter.  Among  them  is  a  company  of  artillery,  with  a  battery 
consisting  of  two  6-pounder  guns  and  two  12-pounder  howitzers,  which 
with  the  two  6 -pounders  previously  sent  to  you  will  complete  the  full 
battery  originally  intended  for  you.  Every  effort  is  being  made  to  send 
forward  the  troops  for  your  command  as  fast  as  they  are  raised. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ad'  ta  t  nd  I  fta  aL 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Va.,  July  1,  1861 . 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  E.  Johnston,  Winchester,  Va.  : 

General  :  I  am  directed  by  General  Lee  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  in  reply  to  my  communication  of  the 
24th,  respecting  the  calling  into  service  of  the  two  regiments  from  the 
Third  Division  of  the  State  Militia.  The  general  desires  me  to  say  that 


it  was  far  from  his  intention  to  oast  .any  strictures  upon  you  for  any 
orders  that  you  may  have  given  upon  that  subject  The  matter  coming 
from  the  governor  of  Virginia  in  the  form  of  an  inquiry  was  submitted 
to  you  for  reply,  as  none  could  be  given  from  this  office,  and  at  that 
time  it  was  not  known  that  you  had  given  any  instructions  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  latter  part  of  my  letter  was  simply  intended  to  convey  to  you 
certain  information,  of  a  nature  which  might  inflnence  you  if  found  cor- 
rect. As  a  matter  of  course,  your  orders  calling  out  the  militia  could 
only  be  conveyed  through  the  regularly  appointed  officers,  irrespective 
of  their  character  or  abilities. 
Respectfully,  &c, 

GEO.  DEAS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 
Winchester,  July  2, 1861. 

General  S.  Cooper: 

General  :  I  become  more  convinced  daily  of  the  great  value  of  cav- 
alry, compared  with  infantry,  for  service  on  this  frontier.  The  quantity 
we  have  is  entirely  insufficient  for  mere  scouting  and  outpost  duty.  If 
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yon  can  send  companies  enough  to  make  up  another  regiment  under 
such  an  officer  as  Colonel  Stuart,  you  will  add  vastly  to  the  strength  of 
this  force.   We  cannot  observe  the  river  with  one  regiment. 

Do  send  me  Pemberton  immediately,  or,  if  he  cannot  be  spared,  Major 
Bhett   I  have  no  adjutant- general.   Can  you  not  appoint  and  send  to 
me  two  more  such  as  Bee  and  Smith  t  They  are  to  be  found— Pember 
ton,  for  instance. 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 


Brigadier- General,  0»  8»  Army. 


Special  Orders,  »  Headquarters, 

No.  211.        (  Richmond,  Va.,  July  4, 1861. 

•  •••••• 

III.  Brig.  Gen.  T.  J.  Jackson,  Provisional  Army,  Confederate  States, 
will  report  for  duty  to  General  Johnston,  commanding  Army  of  the 
Shenandoah. 

•  •••••• 

By  order  of  General  Lee  i 

GEO.  DBAS, 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Va.,  July  5, 1801. 

Col.  J.  B.  MAORUDER,  Commanding,  do.,  Yorktown,  Va. : 

General  :  I  have  been  gratified  by  your  report  of  the  30th  ultimo, 
of  your  advance  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dreux's  command  to  the 
vicinity  of  Newport  News,  and  of  the  measures  taken  by  you  to  repress 
the  marauding  parties  of  the  enemy  and  to  restrain  them  within  their 
limits.  It  is  hoped  that  your  letter  to  Colonel  Phelps  will  have  the 
effect  of  preventing  the  barbarous  treatment  of  our  citizens,  and  it  is 
believed  that  it  cannot  be  in  consonance  with  the  feelings  of  the  officers. 
In  the  expeditions  sent  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  enemy  you  are  de- 
sired to  take  every  precaution  to  prevent  being  surprised  or  cut  oft 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  „  T™ 

R.  B.  LBB, 
General,  Commanding 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Va.,  July  6, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes,  Commanding,  Fredericksburg,  Va.  : 

General:  General  Lee  directs  me  to  say  that  he  entirely  approves 
of  your  views,  as  expressed  in  your  communication  of  yesterday,  in 
regard  to  the  erection  of  a  battery  at  Mathias  Point.  They  coincide 
exactly  with  what  he  has  expressed  at  various  times.  To  erect  a  bat- 
tery there  would  be  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  passage  of  the 
enemy's  vessels  up  the  Potomac;  which,  so  long  as  we  hold  our  present 
positions  above,  and  can  continue  to  hold  them,  is  a  matter  of  very 
little  consequence.  Nevertheless,  the  enemy  must  never  be  permitted 
to  occupy  and  fortify  the  point  themselves :  and  therefore,  to  prevent 
this,  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  keep  a  vigilant  eye  upon  his  move- 
ments, and  to  repel  any  attempt  of  the  kind. 
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The  occupation  of  Gray's  Point,  however,  on  the  Rappahannock,  is 
of  great  importance,  and  Colonel  Talcott  has  been  directed  to  proceed 
there,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  battery.  The  three  heavy  guns 
which  have  gone  to  Fredericksburg  yon  will  send  to  him,  on  his  requi- 
sition to  that  effect  The  general  approves  of  the  organization  which 
you  have  made  of  the  Virginia  regiment. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  DEAS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 
Yorktown,  Va.,  July  7, 1861. 

Col.  George  Deas,  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  while  fortifying  Young's  Mills 
and  the  mouth  of  Warwick  River,  on  July  2,  reports  reached  me  that 
the  enemy  at  Newport  News  Point,  having  been  re-enforced  from  Fort 
Monroe,  in  consequence  of  our  advance,  would  probably  attack  the 
position  before  I  could  make  it  secure,  it  being  only  eleven  miles  dis- 
tant by  land  and  an  hour's  voyage  by  water.  I  therefore  ordered  down 
the  Fifth  Louisiana  and  Sixth  Georgia  Regiments,  and  placed  them  in 
reserve  at  and  near  Warwick  Court-House,  about  two  miles  in  the  rear 
of  Young's  Mills.  I  strengthened  this  place  then  by  erecting  intrench- 
incuts  for  guns  and  breastworks  for  men  both  at  the  mouth  of  War- 
wick River  and  in  rear  of  the  marsh  connecting  Young's  Mills  with  the 
mouth  of  the  river. 

On  the  3d,  late  in  the  day,  I  received  positive  information  that  the 
enemy  was  passing  large  bodies  of  troops,  with  an  extensive  park  of 
artillery,  over  Hampton  Creek,  and,  as  I  had  made  Young's  Mills  quite 
strong,  1  ordered  several  regiments  to  move,  by  a  flank,  to  Hur rod's 
Mills,  on  the  York  road,  placing  the  Georgia  and  Alabama  battalions 
in  a  deep  forest  between  the  two  positions,  so  as  to  render  support  to 
either. 

I  left  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dreux  in  command  at  Young's  Mills,  with 
his  own  battalion  of  five  hundred  men,  one  company  of  rifles,  two 
pieces  of  artillery,  and  one  troop  of  cavalry,  with  written  instructions 
as  to  the  course  he  should  pursue  in  any  case  that  could  occur.  I  pro- 
ceeded then  to  Harrod's  Mills  and  commenced  fortifying  it.  At  0 
o'clock  I  heard  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dreux  had  determined  to  go  in 
person  down  on  the  Warwick  road,  near  Newport  News,  to  cut  off 
parties  of  the  enemy  that  might  come  out  the  next  morning.  I  re- 
gretted to  hear  it ,  as  I  left  him  in  charge  of  the  important  post  at 
Young's  Mills.  However,  it  was  too  late  to  prevent  it,  and  early  the 
next  morning  I  received  the  intelligence  that  he  had  been  killed  in  a 
skirmish  with  an  advance  party  of  the  enemy,  who,  after  one  or  two 
fires,  fled,  leaving  our  men  in  possession  of  the  field,  with  a  loss  of  two 
killed  and  one  wounded  on  our  side;  that  of  the  enemy  not  known 
precisely,  but  supposed  to  be  four  killed  and  wounded.# 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Dreux  was.  a  gallant  officer  and  accomplished 
gentleman.  His  loss  is  much  lamented  by  all  the  regimental  ofhcers 
as  well  as  myself,  and  is  deplored  by  his  battalion.  His  remains  were 
buried,  with  religious  ceremonies  and  military  honors,  to-day,  as 'well 
as  those  of  Private  Hackett.  Subsequently  metallic  coffins  arrived 
from  Richmond,  and  they  were  forwarded  in  them  to  Louisiana,  at- 
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tended  by  six  of  his  battalion.  I  mention  these  circumstances,  as  they 
may  be  of  interest  to  his  friends,  should  they  iuquire  concerning  him 
at  the  Adjutant  General's  Office. 

I  received  to-night  the  inclosed  letter.  It  is  written  by  a  negro  who 
is  perfectly  reliable,  and  whose  information  has  been  very  correct  here- 
tofore. His  master,  who  is  on  my  staff,  and  who  is  himself  a  man  of 
great  firmness  of  character  and  entirely  reliable,  believes  the  state- 
ment fully. 

I  go  to  Williamsburg  to-morrow,  and  take  with  me  fifteen  hundred 
men.  There  will  be  then  in  and  about  Williamsburg  only  thirty- 
five  hundred  men,  and  five  thousand  here.  There  should  be  here 
at  least  seven  thousand  effective  men,  and  at  Williamsburg  at  least 
five  thousand.  The  ground  in  front  of  Williamsburg  affords  a  fine 
field  for  the  play  of  guns  of  great  range,  and  some  long-range  guns 
should  be  placed  there  if  practicable.  The  place  is  very  weak.  There 
are  very  few  guns,  and  they  are  of  an  inferior  character.  Altogether 
its  weakness  invites  attack.  I  shall  write  from  there  to-morrow; 
but,  in  the  mean  time,  ask  for  four  more  strong  regiments,  a  battery 
of  artillery,  12-pounders  preferable,  horsed  and  drilled.  If  there  are 
no  such  batteries,  then  one  of  light  artillery,  well  mounted  and 
drilled.  The  road  from  Williamsburg  to  Richmond  is  plain  and  easy. 
The  landing  below  is  easy,  and  can  be  prevented  only  by  the  means 
pointed  out  by  Captain  Rives,  who  presented  his  views  to  Colonel 
TaJcott  on  the  subject.  These  recommendations  involve  two  large 
guns,  one  at  Spratley's  farm,  on  James  River,  to  enfilade  the  landing, 
as  tar  as  or  nearly  to  Grove  Landing,  and  the  other  below  the  Grove, 
to  enfilade  it  as  far  as  Skiff  Creek.  Below  this  it  is  difficult  and 
tedious,  and  involves  a  longer  march.  I  am  very  uneasy  about  Will- 
iamsburg. If  the  enemy  get  that  strong  position  between  College 
and  Queen's  Creeks,  they  will  fortify  it  well,  will  mask  their  work, 
and  march  up  to  Richmond.  Nothing  is  easier,  unless  these  guns  are 
sent.  As  to  those  brought  from  Gloucester  Point  to  this  place.  I  ap- 
prove of  it,  because  it  was  represented  by  me  by  Major  Randolph  (at 
feast  I  so  understood  it)  that  the  0  inch  columbiad  in  question  was  so 
placed  as  to  fire  up  the  York  River.  As  the  field  in  front  of  the  old 
English  fort  affords  a  range  of  a  mile  and  a  half  to  two  miles,  such  a 
gun  was  necessary  here.  Another  was  absolutely  necessary  to  command 
the  apple  orchard,  which  itself  commands  all  the  rest  of  our  position ; 
therefore  the  enemy  must  not  be  allowed  at  any  time  to  fortify  it. 
This  place  taken,  Gloucester  Point  falls.  These  are  my  convictions. 
The  columbiads  were  put  up  in  my  absence.  I  respectfully  ask  to  be 
informed  if  I'  shall  have  them  dismounted.  I  am  told  there  are  two 
columbiads  or  32-pouuders  at  West  Point  not  mounted.  If  so,  I  would 
like  to  have  one  sent  to  Gloucester  Point.  This  would  save  the  nec- 
essity of  dismounting  one  here.  I  omitted  to  mention  that  I  fortified 
J I  ar rod's  Mills,  ou  the  York  road,  and  then,  on  the  6th  instant,  I  brought 
back  the  command,  with  the  exception  of  Major  Hood's  cavalry  and  one 
piece  of  artillery,  which  I  left  with  him,  and  at  his  request  sent  the  two 
companies  of  cavalry  just  arrived  from  Ashland  to  report  to  him.  He 
has  gone  down  the  country  to-night  to  try  and  surprise  some  of  the 
enemy.  After  sending  in  the  troops  yesterday,  I  visited  the  Poquosin 
River  and  laid  off',  with  Captain  Meade,  positions  for  batteries  on  the 
west  side  of  this  river,  which  I  will  have  fortified  if  the  enemy  gives  me 
time.  I  shall  inspect  at  Gloucester  Point  to  morrow,  and  then  proceed 
to  Williamsburg,  from  which. place  I  shall  write  again.   While  I  shall 
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endeavor  to  be  prepared  at  all  points,  I  entertain  the  impression  that 
the  enemy  will  for  the  present  only  advance  as  far  as  New  Market 
Bridge,  which  he  will  fortify. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAG  RUDER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  ~ 


July  4,  1861. 

Dear  Gentlemen  of  Yoektown:  It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I 
have  taken  this  opportunity  this  morning  to  address  you  all  with  a  few 
lines,  in  order  to  let  you  all  know  what  I  heard  yesterday  from  a  black 
man  from  our  free  town,  Hampton.  He  says  the  Yankee  guard  is  on 
the  road  from  Fox  Hill  to  town.  They  will  not  let  any  person  pass  nor 
repass,  white  nor  black,  on  the  account  of  bringing  news  out  of  Hamp- 
ton. All  that  is  in  have  to  stay  in.  and  all  that  is  out  have  to  stay  out 
Lincoln's  and  Butler's  white  and  Mack  negroes  are  preparing  for  York 
and  Williamsburg.  They  have  two  thousand  negroes  in  Hampton. 
They  report  that  their  time  is  up;  that  they  are  getting  ready  to  go 
home.  But  I  heard  that  this  is  only  a  blind ;  so  you  all  must  be  on  a 
lookout,  night  and  day,  for  Yankee  negroes.  They  may  make  their  ap- 
pearance before  my  letter  reaches  you  all.  Agreeable  to  what  I  heard, 
I  heard  Samuel  and  William  belong  to  Mr.  Samuel  Latimere;  John  Smith 
belongs  to  Mr.  Thomas  Latimere ;  Jack  Allen  belongs  to  Mr.  G.  M  ears. 
These  four  boys  are  at  the  Point;  so  I  heard.  They  ran  away  from 
Williamsburg.  Jack,  so  I  heard,  came  down  by  land,  with  a  chain 
around  him.  He  says  he  stole  by  the  men  on  post  while  they  were 
asleep  with  their  blankets  over  their  heads.  These  other  three  men 
came  on  the  east  side  of  James  River  until  they  came  to  a  boat,  then 
came  down  to  Newport  News  Fort.  They  were  taken  there  that  night, 
and  they  put  them  in  one  of  those  tug-boats  and  carried  to  Old  Point 
They  were  taken  before  General  B.  F.  Butler.  He  asked  them  where 
they  were  from.  Williamsburg,  sir.  What  have  you  all  been  doing 
there  t  Working  on  batteries,  sir.  Good !  You  all  are  the  boys  for 
me;  you  all  are  the  very  boys;  you  all  are  worth  money.  Men,  take 
good  care  of  these  boys,  particularly;  they  are  not  to  want  for  nothing. 
I  will  give  you  three  passes  to  go  and  come  when  you  please.  You 
all  three  appear  before  me  to-morrow  morning  again.  You  all  must 
not  be  out  the  way.  We  all  are  going  up  to  York,  in  short,  and  we 
want  you  all  to  pilot  us  up  there,  and  show  us  how  to  get  in  the 
bateries.  so  we  can  go  right  to  Richmond.  So  you  all  and  generals 
cannot  be  too  particular  and  on  a  bright  lookout  George  Scott  will 
be  in  the  band  too.   Please  do  not  tell  this  to  wives  nor  servants. 


this  letter  up. 


C.  R.  B. 


P .  S. — Good-bye,  gentlemen ;  I  hope  God  and  His  kind  providence 
may  provide  for  you  all,  and  keep  Virginia,  the  mother  of  States,  from 
falling  into  the  hands  of  raging  Yankee  negroes.   Please  to  burn  this 
letter  up  after  reading  it   I  want  to  see  you  all  very  much  indeed. 
Yours,  very  respectfully,  and  obedient  servant, 
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Headquarters, 
Winches^  July  8, 1861. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va.: 

General:  Since  I  forwarded  to  you  Colonel  Jackson's  report*  from 
Darkesville  nothing  has  occurred  worth  mentioning.  I  waited  in  that 
position  until  yesterday,  hoping  that  the  enemy  might,  by  leaving  his 
strong  post  at  Martinsburg,  give  us  au  opportunity  to  light.  Becoming 
convinced  that  he  had  no  such  intention,  I  returned  to  this  place  last 
night,  and  am  now  having  a  few  slight  field  works  thrown  up,  under 
Major  Whiting's  directions,  to  cover  our  cannon  and  militia.  The  latter 
are  assembling ;  two  brigades  were  called  out,  the  commanders  of  which 
expect  to  have  2,200  men  by  evening. 

General  Patterson  received  two  regiments  day  before  yesterday,  and 
several  others  are  said  to  be  approaching  Martinsburg  by  Williamsport. 

The  service  here  requires  a  few  more  regular  officers  in  quartermaster 
and  commissary  departments ;  two  more  competent  to  command  brig- 
ades, and  one  for  adjutant-general. 

If  we  are  beaten  here,  General  Beauregard's  left  will  be  very  in- 


J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 
Brigadier-General,  C.  8.  Army. 


A  Bath,  July  7, 1861. 

1 1 .  Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston  : 

Dear  Sir  :  The  same  gentleman  who  gave  you  information  jnst  be- 
fore you  left  Harper's  Ferry  has  learned  from  the  same  source  that 
Genera]  Mansfield  is  on  his  way  to  Martinsburg  with  two  regiments  by 
way  of  Chambersburg.  He  cannot  reach  Martinsburg  before  to-morrow 
evening.  Colonel  Stone  has  left  Noland's  Ferry,  just  before  Point  of 
Rooks,  pushing  forward  his  men  to  be  at  Martinsburg.  The  First 
Pennsylvania  Regiment  marched  from  Frederick  City  by  way  of  Shep- 
herdstown  yesterday  about  6  o'clock.  This  regiment  had  four  pieces 
of  artillery.  This  information  left  Bath  yesterday  morning.  Rely  upon 
this  information. 

Very  truly,  yours,  &c, 

H.  B.  EDM UNDSON. 

This  indicates  an  attack  upon  us  here.  I  am  trying  to  prepare  for  it 
with  the  slender  means  at  my  disposal. 

J.  B.  J. 


Yorktown,  VA.,  July  8,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magrtjder  : 

General:  Understanding  that  some  difference  of  opinion  exists 
with  regard  to  the  distribution  of  heavy  ordnance  between  this  place 
and  Gloucester  Point,  and  that  the  recent  transfer  to  this'  post  of  a 
9-inch  shell  gun  has  given  rise  to  some  dissatisfaction,  I  beg  leave  to 
submit  my  reasons  for  advising  that  transfer :  The  lines  on  the  land 
side  of  this  post  are  from  a  mile  and  a  half  to  two  miles  in  extent*  For 
the  distance  of  about  one  thousand  yards  from  the  point  of  intersection 
with  the  river  east  of  the  town  to  the  marsh  on  the  south  of  it  the 
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country  is  cleared  to  a  distance  of  a  mile  in  front  of  our  works.  Through 
this  cleared  space  the  roads  from  Hampton  and  Wormley's  Creek 
approach  the  line,  and  the  ranges  are  a  mile  and  more  in  extent.  It 
was  along  these  roads,  and  through  ravines  diverging  from  them,  that 
Washington  made  his  approaches  and  planted  his  batteries.  Should 
the  enemy  bring  a  siege  train  from  Old  Point,  or  land  guns  from  their 
vessels,  which  they  may  do  within  a  few  miles  of  us,  they  may  erect 
heavy  batteries  between  the  roads  from  Hampton  and  Wormley's 
Greek  and  for  some  distance  west  of  the  Hampton  Roads,  which  will 
destroy  our  works  unless  we  have  guns  of  equal  metal  on  our  side.  I 
have  ascertained  that  there  are  two  ravines  running  from  Wormley's 
Greek  and  the  Hampton  Roads,  which  unite  eight  hundred  yards  in 
front  of  our  lines,  and  send  out  two  branches,  one  to  our  left  and  the 
other  two  or  three  hundred  yards  farther  to  our  right,  affording  a  per- 
fect protection  to  the  enemy  until  within  four  hundred  yards  of  our 
lines.   They  may  make  their  approaches  through  these  ravines  without 
being  seen,  and  at  night  might  construct  a  parallel  which  light  pieces 
of  artillery  could  not  destroy.   To  guard  this  portion  of  our  lines,  I 
made  a  requisition  for  eight  30-ponnder  navy  guns  of  the  class  weighing 
27  cwt.,  and  submitted  it  to  General  Lee  for  his  approval.   He  approved 
of  it,  and  also  of  a  requisition  for  four  42-pounder  carronades,  intended 
for  the  line  along  the  march  where  the  ranges  are  short.   Only  two  of 
the  32-pounders  were  sent,  and  we  were  then  informed  that  the  remain- 
der had  been  sent  to  General  Beauregard,  and  that  we  could  get  no 
more  of  them.   I  then  proposed  to  substitute  for  the  six  30-poundera  of 
27  cwt.  two  9-inch  shell  guns  and  a  long  32-ponnder  of  61  cwt,  intend- 
ing to  mount  the  latter  on  the  old  English  redoubt  in  the  center  of  our 
defenses,  and  to  fire  solid  shot  over  the  heads  of  our  own  men.  The 
advantage  of  this  position  is  that  it  commands  the  entire  country  around, 
and  affords  a  very  extensive  Held  of  fire  for  a  gun  of  long  range.  We 
obtained  one  shell  gun  which  had  just  arrived  at  Gloucester  Point,  and, 
hearing  subsequently  that  two  others  had  arrived,  I  went  over  during 
your  absence,  at  Golonel  Hill's  request,  to  get  another.   I  found  that  it 
was  intended  for  an  embrasure  in  the  water  batter}'  not  yet  opened, 
and  designed  to  afford  the  means  of  firing  on  a  fleet  after  it  had  passed 
the  batteries  of  Yorktown  and  Gloucester  Point  and  anchored  above ; 
and  also  to  sweep  the  beach  for  a  short  distance,  not  exceeding  two 
huudred  yards,  above  the  battery.   Considering  these  rear  defenses  of 
the  water  battery  of  less  importance  than  our  lines  on  the  land  side,  1  ad- 
vised the  transfer  of  the  gun.    It  is  right  to  add  that  there  were  two 
shell  guns  at  Gloucester  Point  not  mounted,  one  of  them  intended  for 
an  elevated  platform  in  the  rear  of  the  water  battery,  from  which  the 
beach  below  the  battery  is  completely  commanded,  and  the  other  to  fire 
up  the  river,  as  above  stated.   The  barbette  gun  is  mouuted,  I  am  in- 
formed, making  the  tenth  or  eleventh  heavy  gun,  I  believe,  iif  the  water 
battery.   The  land  defenses  of  Gloucester  Point  have  two  32-pounders, 
and  the  ground  admits  of  a  cross-fire  from  these  guns  through  most  of 
its  extent.   I  do  not  know  the  length  of  their  line,  but  suppose  it  not 
to  exceed  one  thousand  yards.   Our  lines  are  certainly  not  less  than 
one  and  a  fcalf  miles,  admit  of  very  little  cross-fire,  and  are  defended  by 
two  shell  guns  and  two  32-pounders.   We  have  five  field  pieces  stationed 
here.   Three  are  at  Gloucester  Point  two  iron  6-pouuders  and  Cabell's 
battery  of  four  pieces,  which,  having  no  field  service  to  perform,  should 
be  counted  as  a  part  of  the  artillery  at  that  poet. 
Very  respectfully, 

'  G.  W.  RANDOLPH. 
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Manassas,  July  9, 1801. 

President  Davis: 

Enemy's  force  increasing,  and  advancing  daily  this  side  of  Potomac. 
He  will  soon  attack  with  very  superior  numbers.  No  time  should  be  lost 
in  re-enforcing  me  here  with  nt  least  ten  thousand  men — volunteers  or 
militia.   I  write  to-day. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 
Briaadier-GeneraL  Command  inn. 

*       If  W»  V  ■  W  W    wmr     J  WWW  WWW  www  wwm  www  m 


Headquarters, 
Winchester,  July  9,  1861—7  p.  m. 

General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

General  :  I  have  just  been  informed  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stuart, 
commanding  our  cavalry,  that  he  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  enemy 
intends  to  advance  upon  us  to-night  (the  distance  is  but  twenty-two 
miles).  The  evidences  are  that  it  is  the  belief  of  the  people  living  near 
the  town,  ascertained  by  his  pickets,  and  that  three  days'  provisions 
were  issued  to-day,  and  that  a  United  States  lieutenant  had  mentioned  it 

We  are  not  prepared  beyond  the  readiness  of  our  men  to  fight.  The 
field  works  have  not  been  progressed  with  far  enough  to  make  them 
useful,  and  the  militia  is  not  provided  with  fixed  ammunition,  having 
received  but  powder  and  lead. 
Most  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 

Headquarters, 
Winchester,  July  9, 1861. 

[General  Cooper  T] 

General  :  I  was  so  unwell  yesterday  as  to  be  unable  to  write  fully, 
and  therefore  trusted  to  the  information  contained  in  the  note  from 
Colonel  Edmund  son,*  of  the  correctness  of  which,  in  the  main.  I  have  no 
doubt.  Similar  information  from  other  sources  gives  me  the  impression 
that  the  re-enforcements  arriving  at  Martinsburg  amount  to  seven  or 
eight  thousand.  I  have  estimated  the  enemy's  force  hitherto,  you  may 
remember,  at  18,000.  Additional  artillery  has  also  been  received. 
They  were  greatly  superior  to  us  iu  that  arm  before. 

The  object  of  re-enforcing  General  Patterson  must  be  an  advance 
upon  this  place.  Fighting  here  against  great  odds  seems  to  me  more 
prudent  than  retreat. 

I  have  not  asked  for  re-enforcements,  because  I  supposed  that  the 
War  Department,  informed  of  the  state  of  affairs  everywhere,  could  best 
judge  where  the  troops  at  its  disposal  are  most  required.  The  arms 
ordered  by  Colonel  Thomas  for  the  militia  are  not  here  yet  The  two 
generals  expect  some  2,200,  but  at  present  we  cannot  arm  them  all,  and 
they  have  their  own  ammunition  to  fix,  being  furnished  with  powder 
and  lead. 

Most  of  the  regiments  which  have  joined  since  my  arrival  have  incom- 
petent officers,  and  are  therefore  still  uninstracted. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  JOHNSTON, 

Brigadier  Genera!,  &c. 

*  8co  p.  9C7. 
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If  it  is  proposed  to  strengthen  us  against  the  attack  I  suggest  as 
soon  to  be  made,  it  seems  to  me  that  General  Beauregard  might,  with 
great  expedition,  furnish  five  or  six  thousand  men  for  a  few  days. 

J.  E.  J. 


Department  Headquarters, 

Williamsburg,  Fa.,  July  9,  1861. 

Col.  George  Deas,  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir  :  I  inspected  Gloucester  Point  yesterday  afternoon,  and  found 
everything  in  good  order;  but  am  of  opinion  that  more  infantry  is 
needed  there.  The  enemy  can  land  within  five  miles  of  this  place,  and 
bring  against  it  a  great  force.  If  the  land  defenses  are  carried,  the  navy 
or  water  battery  falls  into  their  hands,  and  this  battery,  though  com- 
manded by  that  at  Yorktown,  is  far  the  most  effective  against  shipping. 
I  have  written  Captain  Whittle  to  send  down  the  two  32-pounders  now 
at  West  Point  and  not  mounted,  and  will  send  one  or  both  to  Gloucester 
Point  Captain  Cabell  has  only  6  pounder  guns.  He  ought  to  have  a 
howitzer  12-pounder,  to  assist  in  defending  the  land  side.  I  have  also 
to  represent  that  the  enemy  can  approach  by  the  beach  on  York  River 
in  rear  of  the  naval  battery,  and  carry,  or  rather  turn,  completely  the  land 
defenses.  To  prevent  this,  and  to  properly  man  the  works,  there  should 
be  sent  to  Gloucester  Point  another  regiment,  with  these  additions.  I 
think  Colonel  Crump  will  hold  the  place  agaiust  an  immensely  superior 
force.  The  32-pounders  I  have  ordered  myself,  but  desire  the  12- 
pounder  howitzers  and  the  additional  regiment. 

The  extreme  importance  of  the  place,  I  think,  fully  justifies  this  dis- 
position of  means,  if  they  can  possibly  be  spared  from  other  places 
equally  exposed,  and  among  these  there  are  none  so  exposed  as  Will- 
iamsburg. I  have  collected,  however,  a  considerable  number  of  spades 
from  private  persons  in  Gloucester,  and,  after  having  used  them  to  for- 
tify, in  some  degree,  positions  of  strength  below  Yorktown,  J  brought 
them  with  me  last  night,  arriving  here  at  3  o'clock  this  morning,  and 
turned  them  over  to  Colonel  McLaws,  who  commands  here.  The  Second 
Louisiana  Begiment  arrived  here  last  night,  and  is  now  at  work. 

I  have  carefully  examined  the  line  of  defense,  as  established  before 
my  arrival  here,  of  which  the  redoubt,  which  was  beiug  erected  when 
Major-General  Lee  was  here,  constitutes  the  center  aud  main  work. 
The  line  from  College  to  Queeivs  Creek,  indicated  in  the  full  distance 
by  Colonel  Ewell  as  being  only  one  and  three-quarter  miles  in  length, 
is  represented  to  me  by  Captain  Rives  as  being  three  and  a  quarter 
miles  long.  It  cuts  the  city  of  Williamsburg  at  about  its  center,  and  it 
would  be  necessary  to  destroy  more  than  half  the  town  in  front  of  it ; 
besides,  it  would  require  more  work  to  erect  defenses  on  that  line  than 
to  render  formidable  the  line  in  front  of  it,  where  the  redoubt  is  already 
finished.  I  have  therefore  decided,  with  the  countenance  of  Captains 
Meade  and  Rives,  of  Colonel  Ewell  and  Colonel  McLaws,  to  erect  four 
smaller  redoubts  on  the  advanced  line,  aud  these  are  now  being  erected, 
and  rapidly. 

1  inclose  a  report  of  Captains  Rives  and  Meade  as  to  the  armament 
necessary  for  these  works,  and  beg  that  the  guns  and  ammunition  for 
the  same  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible.  The  enemy  will  advance  as  soon 
as  he  is  prepared,  and  that  will  probably  be  soon.  I  ask  for  the 
smallest  means,  to  enable  me  to  defend  this  line  with  any  reasonable 
certainty  of  success.  The  field  guns  ought  to  be  furnished  with  horses 
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me  to  advance  with  them,  and  to  carry  them  off  in 
here  should  be  compelled  to  fall  back.  I  should  be  mor- 
tified to  lose  them,  bat  could  not  help  it  if  the  means  were  wanting  to 
remove  them.  I  know  the  men  can  carry  off  some  of  them,  but  cannot 
depend  upon  such  means  for  any  distance.  It  is  proper  to  prepare  for 
advancing,  for  defending,  and  for  retreating.  Should  we  fail  here,  these 
guns  would  or  might  be  wanted  in  Richmond.  We  may  not  fail,  but 
I  am  of  opinion  we  have  a  loug  war  before  us,  and  cannot  afford  to  lose 
any  material. 

The  work  contemplated  at  Mulberry  Island,  if  that  point  is  geographi- 
cally situated  as  represented,  would  be  of  the  greatest  importance  in 
defending  this  place  and  Richmond.  If  the  enemy  was  forced,  by  such 
a  work,  to  march  up  the  Peninsula,  there  are  several  lines  which  would  at 
once  be  fortified,  where  he  would  meet  with  very  rough  treatment  or  be 
repulsed.  1  think  he  would  be  entirely  defeated.  At  present,  and  with- 
out this  work,  these  lines  can  easily  be  turned,  and  landing  made  above 
them  on  James  River.  If  it  be  decided  to  fortify  at  Mulberry  Island,  no 
time  should  be  lost,  and  I  would  like  to  be  informed  of  it,  in  order  that 
I  might  give  my  attention  to  the  lines  spoken  of. 

I  know  the  immense  demands  necessarily  made  on  the  resources  of 
the  country,  and  sincerely  sympathize  with  those  who  desire  (as  I  believe 
all  do)  to  grant  what  is  asked,  but  have  not  the  power.  Yet  in  justice 
to  the  common  good,  as  well  as  to  myself,  I  am  constrained  to  add  to 
these  demands. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDER, 


rinclosnre.) 

Wdlliamsburq,  Va.,  July  10, 1861. 

General  J.  B.  Maorxjder,  Commanding  Department: 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  we  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  report  on  the  number  of  guns  required  for  the 
defenses  in  the  vicinity  of  Williamsburg : 

The  number  of  guns  on  hand  at  this  place  is  two  12-pounders,  in  work- 
ing order,  with  ammunition;  eight  6-pounders,  in  working  order,  with 
ammunition j  two  C-pounders,  to  be  mounted  in  a  few  days.  For  the 
works  now  in  course  of  construction  at  a  minimum  armament  of  two 
guns  to  each  redoubt,  there  are  required,  in  addition,  eight  pieces  (12 
or  24  pounder  howitzers)  for  redoubts,  and  three  heavy  8-inch  colum- 
binds  or  9-inch  Daulgren  navy  guns  for  shore  defense,  viz,  two  at 
Spratley'8  and  one  near  Grove  Wharf.  Of  the  eight  light  pieces  re- 
quired, it  is  very  desirable  that  four  should  constitute  a  mounted  battery 
to  be  used  in  operating. at  favorable  points  beyond  the  works  and  to 
prevent  a  landing  on  the  shore  in  the  vicinity.  Besides,  it  would  be 
indispensable  to  protect  any  retreat  that  might  be  necessary  to  be  made. 

ALFRED  L.  RIVES, 

Captain  of  Engineers. 
R.  K.  MEADE.  Jr., 

Captain  of  Engineers. 
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Headquarters  op  the  Forces, 

Richmond,  T  «.,  July  10,  18G1. 

Capt.  George  N.  Hollins, 

Captain  :  A  copy  of  the  order  assigning  you  to  the  charge  of  naval 
defenses  of  James  River  is  herewith  inclosed.  You  are  desired  to  push 
forward  the  armaments  as  fast  as  practicable,  and  to  continue  the  ex- 
amination of  the  river  from  Day's  Point  to  Mulberry  Point,  with  a  view 
of  ascertaining  the  best  method  of  commanding  its  navigation.  Yon 
are  requested  to  report  upon  the  advantage  of  establishing  batteries  at 
Mulberry  Point  and  the  point  opposite,  ancVof  interrupting  the  Swash 
Channel  by  loaded  rafts  or  boats.  Should  batteries  at  Mulberry  Point 
and  the  point  opposite  be  considered  advantageous,  you  will  state  your 
opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  establishing  there  the  guns  now  mounted 
at  Fort  Powhatan.  You  will  take  under  your  superintendence  the  gen- 
eral naval  defenses  of  the  river  and  the  service  of  the  batteries. 
Respectfully,  &c, 

K.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 

tlnclomire.] 

Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  op  the  Forces,  . 

No.  217.        }  Richmond,  Va.,  July  10, 1861. 

•  •••••• 

VI.  Capt.  George  N.  Hollins,  C.  S.  Navy,  having  been  detailed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  take  charge  of  the  naval  defenses  of  James 

Kiver,  is  assigned  to  that  duty. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

By  order  of  General  Lee : 

GEO.  DEAS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  of  the  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  July  10, 1861. 

General  J.  B.  Magrudee,  Commanding,  dec.,  Torktown,  Va.  s 

General:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  7tb 
instant,  and  lament  the  death  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dreux,  a  gallant 
and  accomplisbed  officer. 

There  are  no  troops  with  which  you  can  be  re-enforced  at  present. 
Two  long  32-pounders,  with  a  supply  of  ammunition,  have  been  sent  to 
you  to-day,  which  you  can  apply  to  the  defenses  of  Yorktown  or  Will- 
iamsburg, as  you  may  think  proper,  and  two  12-pounders  will  go  lo 
you  to-morrow,  with  a  supply  of  ammunition,  which  you  can  dispose 
of  in  the  same  way.  The  facility  of  the  enemy's  landing  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Grove  Wharf,  with*  a  view  either  of  attacking  Williamsburg  or 
Yorktown.  is  much  lessened  since  the  establishment  of  a  battery  at 
Day's  Point,  which  I  hope  will  prevent  their  ascending  the  liver. 
Watchfulness,  however,  ou  your  part  and  every  precaution  must  be 
continued.  You  can  use  your  judgment  as  to  applying  the  32-pounders 
above  mentioned  at  Spratley's  farm  and  below  the  Grove  to  defend 
that  landing  or  to  Yorktown  and  Williamsburg.  I  need  not  refer  to 
the  importance  of  the  battery  at  Gloucester  Point  for  the  defense 
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of  York  River  j  therefore  the  armament  of  this  battery  was  considered 
with  peculiar  interest  and  the  guns  disponed  to  the  best  advantage. 
Unless  you  deem  it  expedient,  the  coluiubiads  transferred  from  there 
need  not  at  preseut  be  returned.  You  are  requested,  however,  to  give 
every  attention  to  the  completion  of  the  works  at  Gloucester  Point,  and, 
if  possible,  to  strengthen  its  garrison.  The  question  of  transferring  the 
guns  at  West  Point  to  Gloucester  Point  will  be  referred  to  Captain 
Whittle. 

Respectfully, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
General,  ( "wiffw tiding. 


Hdqrs.  Department  of  Fredericksburg, 

BroolcJa  Station,  Va.,  July  10,  1861. 

Col.  Georoe  Deas, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

Colonel  :  If  it  is  the  settled  policy  of  the  general  commanding  to 
defer  the  establishment  of  a  battery  at  Mathias  Point,  I  beg  respect- 
fully to  suggest  that  it  will  be  better  for  me  to  withdraw  the  troops 
from  there  entirely  and  at  once.  The  enemy  can  have  no  object  in  land- 
ing there,  except  to  prevent  our  occupancy  ;  and,  if  we  withdraw  our 
troops,  it  will  be  to  them  of  no  more  importance  than  any  other  point 
on  the  river;  whereas  if  we  continue  onr  forces  there  it  will  keep  them 
constantly  on  the  alert,  and  give  to  the  point  a  fictitious  importance 
which,  in  a  military  point  of  view,  it  does  not  deserve.  We  have  now 
there  some  fifteen  hundred  men  and  a  battery  of  artillery,  all  raw  and 
almost  entirely  uninstructed.  This  force  should  not  be  reduced  if  the 
place  is  to  be  held ;  and,  as  they  have  a  coast  of  seven  or  eight  miles  to 
guard,  picket  duties  occupy  them  so  constantly,  that  they  have  very 
little  time  and  less  disposition  to  drill.  My  wish  is  to  bring  them  here, 
where  they  will  be  available  for  service,  without  having  to  perform  a 
march  of  thirty-five  miles,  and  where,  under  my  supervision,  the  raw 
material  can  be  converted  into  soldiers. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 
Brigadier  General,  Commanding  Department 


Richmond,  July  10,  1861. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston: 

My  Dear  Sir  :  General  Gist,  the  adjutant-general  of  South  Caro- 
lina, goes  to  your  headquarters  to  make  himself  useful  to  you  in  any 
way  he  can  serve  you,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  commend  him  to  your 
polite  attention. 

Your  letter  found  mo  trying  by  every  method  to  hasten  re-enforce- 
ments to  you,  but  small  as  our  force  is,  the  want  of  transportation  does  not 
allow  me  to  send  such  as  we  have  except  at  a  rate  which  makes  me  heart- 
sick. I  am  still  endeavoring  to  induce  an  increase  of  transportation, 
and  hope,  if  not  too  late,  to  be  able  in  a  few  days  materially  to  increase 
your  force.  Everybody  disappoints  me  in  their  answers  to  my  requisi- 
tions for  troops,  and  the  last  hope  of  a  largo  force  of  militia  coming  to 
your  aid  seems  doomed  to  add  another  to  past  disappointments. 
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I  know  you  will  [do]  whatever  is  possible,  and  that  you  will  only  fol- 
low the  dictates  of  your  own  good  judgment  and  true  patriotism.  The 
anxiety  of  the  reckless  and  the  short-sighted  policy  of  the  selfish  may 
urge  you  to  fight  when  your  judgment  decides  otherwise.  The  respon- 
sibility is  great.  I  have  tried  for  a  week  to  get  off  and  join  yon,  but 
have  not  been  able  to  do  so,  without  having  arrangements  for  procuring 
and  forwarding  troops  to  be  delayed  if  not  deranged. 

I  have  ordered  two  officers  of  experience  to  go  to  you  to-morrow ; 
Colonel  Forney's  regiment,  will.  I  suppose,  get  off  in  the  morning,  if 
not  this  evening,  and  more  shall  go  as  fast  as  the  railroad  will  permit. 
General  Beauregard  is  expecting  an  attack,  and  asks  for  ten  thousand 
men.  Magruder  wants  four  thousand.  Garnett  is  lamentably  weak, 
but  with  re-enforcements  now  on  the  way  will,  I  hope,  prevent  a  junc- 
tion of  McClellan  and  Patterson.  Mansfield  was  reported  to  be  in 
Washington  on  yesterday. 

May  God  bless  and  direct  you  in  this  critical  hour  of  our  national 
existence. 

Your  friend, 

JEFFEESON  DAVIS. 


Headquarters  of  the  Forges, 

Richmond,  Va.,  July  11,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes. 

Commanding,  &c,  Fredericksburg,  Va.: 

General  !  Your  letter  of  the  10th  instant  has  just  been  received, 
is  not  the  intention  at  present  to  establish  a  battery  at  Mathias  Poin 
nor  until  everything  is  prepared,  guns,  troops,  &c.,  for  its  speedy 
tion.  It  is,  therefore,  desirable,  as  you  have  already  been  advised,  to 
allay  the  enemy's  anxiety  in  reference  to  that  point.  Had  troops  never 
been  posted  there,  I  think  it  probable,  as  you  state,  that  it  would  be 
viewed  as  of  no  more  importance  than  other  points  on  the  river.  But 
their  attention  having  been  attracted  to  it,  and  as  it  must  be  known  to 
exercise  a  command  over  the  river,  I  now  fear,  if  not  held  by  us,  it  will 
be  seized  by  them  and  defended  by  intrenchmeuts  which  it  might  be 
difficult  for  us  to  capture.  If  it  was  known  that  there  was  no  intention 
of  constructing  batteries  there,  their  apprehensions  on  this  subject 
might  be  allayed  and  the  troops  withdrawn  for  the  present ;  and  per- 
haps, by  keeping  the  troops  out  of  sight,  and  setting  a  vigilant  watch, 
prepared  at  any  time  to  prevent  its  occupation  and  intrenchment,  it 
might  be  all  that  was  necessary.  But  upon  this  point  you  must  ex- 
ercise your  own  judgment,  taking  especial  care  to  retain  the  point  in 
our  own  possession. 

Respectfully,  &c, 

B.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Ofpioe, 

Richmond,  July  12,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  A.  Wise,  Charleston,  Kanawha,  Va, : 

General  :  I  have  your  letter  of  3d  instant.*  As  GoL  J.  L.  Davis, 
who  was  left  here  in  charge  of  the  recruitment  of  your  legion,  has  pro- 
ceeded to  join  you,  and  as  the  legion  lias  already  overrun  the  numbers 

•  Not  found. 
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authorized  in  your  instructions,  the  President  deems  it  unnecessary  to 
extend  the  time  suggested  by  you  for  the  transportation  of  your  volun- 
teers, more  especially  as  there  are  now  here  some  companies  yet  to  be 
sent  forward  to  you  under  the  previous  arrangement,  besides  a  regiment 
of  North  Carolina  volunteers,  two  companies  of  which  are  now  here 
and  the  balance  expected  in  a  few  days.  This  regiment  is  understood 
to  be  armed  and  equipped.  You  are,  however,  notwithstanding  the  in- 
crease  beyond  your  original  numbers,  authorized  to  cause  to  be  mustered 
and  incorporated  into  your  legion  all  the  volunteers  -that  have  been 
organized  and  have  reported  to  you,  including  those  yet  to  be  forwarded. 
A  supply  of  rifle  powder  was  sent  prior  to  receipt  of  your  letter,  and  the 
Ordnance  Department  is  ordered  to  increase  the  quantity. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Insvector  General. 


Headquarters  of  the  Forges, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  July  12,  186L 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magruder,  Commanding,  c&c,  Yorktown,  Va.  : 

General.  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  9th  in- 
stant. I  am  gratified  to  learn,  from  your  inspection  at  Gloucester  Point, 
of  the  good  order  that  exists  there.  The  facility  for  landing  a  large  force 
by  the  enemy,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  water  battery,  has  kept 
me  anxious  for  the  safety  of  that  position,  and  I  am  glad  you  concur  in 
the  importance  of  holding  and  strengthening  it.  If  possessed  by  the 
enemy,  the  navigation  of  York  River  will  be  open  to  him.  1  had  hoped 
that  you  would  have  been  able  to  have  re-enforced  its  garrision  by  troops 
drawn  from  the  surrounding  counties.  Though  anxious  to  do  so,  I  am 
without  the  means  of  sending  there  more  troops  at  present.  In  case  of 
an  attack  on  that  point  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  re-enforce  it  from 
Yorktown.  The  last  two  12-pounders  that  are  mounted  have  been  sent 
to  you,  and  two  24-pounder  howitzers  will  be  sent  to  you  next  Tuesday, 
and  some  42-pounder  carronades  as  soon  us  carriages  can  be  provided 
for  them.  I  hope  you  will  urge  forward  the  completion  of  all  the  earth- 
works for  the  defense  of  that  place,  and  arm  them  as  well  as  you  can. 
I  will  send  an  additional  regiment  as  soon  as  one  is  available.  As  re- 
gards the  defenses  of  Williamsburg,  I  hope  you  will  push  forward  their 
completion  on  the  plan  adopted  by  you,  and  use  in  its  armament  such 
guns  as  you  now  have.  The  eight  24-pouuder  howitzers  which  you  re- 
quire will  be  forwarded  to  you  as  soon  as  carriages  for  them  can  be  com- 

Sleted.  I  cannot  now  say  whether  the  columbiads  desired  by  you  can 
e  provided,  unless  they  can  be  spared  from  other  points,  where  they 
are  now  in  position.  I  do  not  consider  the  guns  proposed  at  Spratley's 
and  Grove  Wharf  so  important  now,  since  the  battery  at  Day's  Point, 
on  James  River,  has  been  established,  as  stated  in  a  previous  letter. 
It  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  make  a  requisition  for  such  horses  or 
mules  as  you  may  require  to  move  the  field  guns.  In  reference  to  the 
proposed  work  at  Mulberry  Point,  it  will  be  commenced  as  soon  as  its 
necessity  is  ascertained,  for  which  surveys  are  now  being  made,  and,  in 
connection  with  it,  if  found  necessary,  a  battery  is  proposed  for  the 
opposite  point. 

Respectfully, 

Qener^i  0*  L^mmW 
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Headquarter  s, 
Brooke's  Station,  Va.,  July  12,  1861. 

General  R.  E.  Lee,  Commanding  Forces  : 

General:  1  cannot  take  the  responsibility  of  withdrawing  the  troops 
from  Mathias  Point  on  the  condition  that  the  enemy  will  not  be  per- 
mitted to  land  there,  although  I  believe  that  if  he  does  so  it  will  be  with 
an  overwhelming  force  that  cannot  be  successfully  resisted  by  the  com- 
mand now  there ;  and  as  it  is  too  remote  to  be  re  enforced  from  here 
and  is  not  a  favorable  point  from  which  the  enemy  can  begin  an  invasive 
march,  I  cannot  see  why  any  importance  should  be  attached  to  its  pos- 
session, and  this  opinion  is  strengthened  by  the  report  of  Captain  Ken- 
nedy, 0.  S.  Navy,  that  Evansport  is  quite  as  convenient  a  point  for 
stopping  the  navigation  of  the  river.  But  why  think  of  the  navigation 
at  all!  If  we  invade  it  will  be  ours,  as  a  necessary  consequence;  if 
not,  the  stoppage  of  it  would  not  materially  affect  the  strength  of  our 
enemies. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 
Brigadier-General)  Commanding, 


Richmond,  July  13,  18(31. 

Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston: 

Mt  Dear  General  :  I  have  just  received  yours  of  yesterday,  and 
am  surprised  at  the  extreme  inaccuracy  of  the  young  officer  who  reported 
to  yon  that  about  15,000  volunteers,  extremely  well  armed  and  equipped, 
were  assembled  in  North  Carolina,  but  were  not  accepted  because  they 
offered  to  serve  for  but  twelve  months.  The  truth  is,  that  about  ten 
days  ago  it  was  reported  to  me  that  three  regiments  for  twelve  months 
and  Ave  for  the  war  were  ready  for  service  j  they  were  all  ordered  to 
proceed  immediately ;  one  of  the  twelve-month's  regiments  arrived  about 
three  days  ago,  with  a  special  request  that,  as  they  were  mountaineers, 
they  should  be  sent  to  General  Garnett;  they  were  imperfectly  equipped, 
but  as  soon  as  ready  were  sent  forward.  Another,  for  the  war,  came 
yesterday ;  it  was  fully  equipped,  and  to  day  has  gone  to  your  column. 
Another,  imperfectly  armed  and  equipped,  two  days  since  was  reported 
as  subject  to  my  orders  at  Danville ;  it  is  on  its  way  here  by  my  order. 
I  have  written  and  telegraphed  to  hasten  the  movement  of  the  troops 
promised  and  the  organization  of  others,  and  have  asked  if  they  could 
not  be  raised  that  arms  would  be  sent  to  me  for  troops  who  would 
promptly  respond.  So  much  for  the  fiction  of  the  15,000  men.  The  same 
story  with  variations  has  been  circulated  here,  and  you  will  not  be  sur- 
prised if,  weary  and  heart-sick  from  fruitless  exertions  to  obtain  the 
troops  necessary  to  re-enforce  our  different  columns,  I  have  come  to 
speak  harshly  of  men  who  circulate  stories  so  destitute  of  truth.  From 
Mississippi  I  could  get  20,000  men,  who  impatiently  wait  for  notice  that 
they  can  be  armed.  In  Georgia  numerous  tenders  are  made  to  serve 
for  any  time  at  any  place,  and  to  these  and  other  offers  I  am  still  con- 
strained to  answer,  "  I  have  not  arms  to  supply  you."  I  have  seen  the 
opportunity  which  the  incapacity  of  the  enemy  offered  to  beat  his 
columns  in  detail,  but  have  neither  had  the  men  nor  the  transportation 
to  avail  of  the  occasion.  From  day  to  day  have  sought  such  arrange- 
ments as  would  secure  the  more  steady  aud  rapid  advance  of  the  troops 
and  then  to  leave  here  to  share  the  fortunes  of  the  Army  in  the  field, 
but  have  never  seen  the  occasion  when  I  might  go  away  without  leav- 
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ing  everything  behind  me  in  such  condition  as  would  cause  ray  absence 
to  De  injuriously  leit. 

I  will  not  weary  you  with  details  of  delay  and  mismanagement,  but 
I  could  not  permit  you  to  suppose  that  I  had  allowed  any  rule  to  stand 
in  the  way  of  the  one  great  object  of  giving  to  our  columns  capacity 
to  take  the  offensive  and  prevent  the  junction  of  the  enemy's  forces.  I 
recollect  Captain  Pendleton  well,  and  when  we  were  all  younger 
esteemed  him  highly  as  a  soldier  and  a  gentleman.  I  some  days  since 
directed  that  he  should  have  rank  as  a  colonel  and  be  put  in  command 
of  the  batteries  of  your  army.  General  Lee's  attention  has  been  called 
to  your  remarks  about  intrenching  tools  and  the  muskets  which  had 
been  promised.  He  will  endeavor  to  supply  your  wants.  I  realize  the 
difficulty  to  which  you  refer  of  a  retreat,  and  feel  that  it  would  expose 
Virginia  to  temporary,  if  not  permanent,  disintegration  ;  it  is  therefore 
only  to  be  contemplated  as  a  necessity,  and  the  evil  consequences  only 
to  be  repaired  by  such  a  vigorous  attack  upon  the  enemy  east  of  the 
mountains  as  would  drive  them  across  the  Potomac,  and,  by  threatening 
the  capital,  to  compel  the  withdrawal  of  Patterson  within  the  strong  in- 
trenchments  from  Alexandria  to  Arlington  Heights ;  the  results  would 
certainly  be  doubtful,  and  if  it  failed  nothing  would  remain  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  occupying  the  valley  and  cntting  off  the  communication 
between  our  army  and  Richmond.  I  have  therefore  resorted  to  a  call  for 
the  militia  in  all  the  counties  north  of  James  River  from  the  Alleghany 
to  the  Atlantic  If  they  come  with  promptitude  and  spirit  and  the 
sixteen  regiments  which  I  hope  for  from  the  cotton  States  should  arrive 
in  time,  we  may  yet  drive  the  invaders  from  Virginia  and  teach  our 
insolent  foe  some  lessons  which  will  incline  him  to  seek  for  a  speedy 
peace.  I  need  not  assure  you  that  my  confidence  and  interest  in  you 
both  as  an  officer  and  as  a  friend  cause  me  to  turn  constantly  to  your 
position  with  deepest  solicitude. 

I  recollect  but  imperfectly  the  country  about  Winchester,  and  have 
feared  that  the  position  had  but  little  natural  strength  if  the  enemy 
can  turn  it.  He  will  not  hazard  an  attack  upon  your  in  trench  men  ts 
if  he  has  the  little  sagacity  which  would  be  necessary  to  show  him  the 
advantage  of  pressing  to  the  rear  to  seize  the  Manassas  Railroad,  and 
occupy  the  strong  places  in  the  mountains  through  which  it  passes.* 

Very  truly,  your  friend, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Headquarters, 
Island,  Va.,  July  13,  1801. 

[General  R.  E.  Lee: J 

Sre:  After  a  careful  examination  of  the  defenses  here,  I  have  directed 
the  immediate  erection  of  a  redoubt  for  two  guns  at  the  eastern  point 
of  this  island,  so  as  to  prevent  a  landing  there  and  to  defend  the  mouth 
of  the  creek,  as  well  as  to  sweep  the  space  between  the  redoubt,  half 
way  down  the  island,  and  that  about  to  be  erected  at  the  point.  In 
addition  to  this,  the  battery  about  to  be  erected  will  afford  assistance 
to  that  on  Spratley's  farm,  so  as  to  prevent  a  landing,  if  possible,  on 
the  beach  on  the  mainland,  between  the  mouth  of  the  creek  and  King's 
Mill.  To  furnish  the  work  at  the  point  with  guns,  I  have  directed  the 
withdrawal  of  two  of  the  four  heavy  guns  now  in  the  square  redoubt 
in  the  middle  of  the  island,  leaving  there  two  heavy  guns,  which  will 

*  Remainder  of  private  and  personal  nature. 
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do  as  well  to  prevent  a  lauding  in  front  of  this  middle  redoubt  as  the 
four  guns  now  mounted  there.  Captain  Jones,  of  the  Navy,  and  Cap- 
tains Myers  and  Nichols,  of  the  Engineers,  concur  with  roe  in  the 
opinion  that  this  disposition  of  the  guns  and  the  erection  of  the  work 
at  the  point  are  advisable.  With  this  concurrence,  I  have  ordered  it  to 
be  done,  to  save  time,  there  being  but  two  32-pounders  (57  cwt.)  sent 
to  me.  to  be  used  either  at  Williamsburg  or  at  Yorktown,  in  which  I 
include  Gloucester  Point.  I  have  but  one  of  these  with  which  to 
defend  the  landing  at  or  near  Spratley's,  and  as  a  landing  there  would 
turn  all  the  defensive  works  about  Williamsburg,  it  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  it  should  be  prevented.  I  therefore  propose  the  fol- 
lowing distribution  of  guns,  which  do  not  seem  to  me  to  be  of  mnch  use 
here,  or  whose  places  can  be  supplied  by  guns  of  inferior  caliber,  viz : 
1st,  one  heavy  gun,  8-inch  coluinbiad  (now  mounted  to  defend  the 
bridge  and  causeway  lately  made  to  the  mainland),  to  be  removed  to 
the  work  at  Spratley's,  and  as  the  field  of  fire  of  this  gun  can  be  covered 
by  a  <>  pounder,  to  replace  this  with  the  latter.  The  work  at  Spratley's 
will  thus  be  furnished  with  two  heavy  guns.  The  two  32-pounders, 
mounted  on  the  main  work,  look  up  the  river,  and  could  be  much  more 
strongly  placed ;  one  to  defend  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  where  Sprat- 
ley's house  is  situated,  just  opposite  the  point  of  this  island,  and  the 
other  at  a  point  below  King's  Mill.  If  ships  should  pass  all  the  batte- 
ries the  fire  of  the  two  guns  against  them  would  be  less  important  than 
if  directed  to  prevent  a  passage ;  and  it  matters  not  whether  t his  pre- 
venting a  passage  be  at  the  work  on  Jamestown  Island  or  at  some 
lower  point  easily  defensible,  which,  if  carried,  would  enable  the  enemy 
to  disregard  and  turn  the  defenses  of  the  island.  I  therefore  strongly 
recommend  that  these  two  guns  also  be  turned  over  to  Captain  Rives, 
who  is  in  charge  of  the  defenses  at  and  near  Williamsburg,  to  use  as  I 
may  direct.  I  do  not  know  that  Captain  Jones,  of  the  Navy,  and  Cap- 
tain Myers,  of  the  Army,  the  engineers  in  charge,  entertain  different 
views  from  mine  on  this  subject.  I  do  not  think  it  proper,  however,  to 
withdraw  any  pieces  from  the  island  without  referring  the  subject  to 
the  General-in-Chief,  particularly  as  it  will  not  probably  cause  more 
than  twenty-four  hours'  delay.  I  consider  Jamestown  Island  as  safer 
than  any  other  place  on  the  line  of  defense,  even  after  the  withdrawal 
of  these  guns. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGBUDER, 

Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  of  the  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  July  15, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Fredericksburg,  Ya. : 

General  :  I  desire  you  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  to  facili- 
tate the  construction  of  the  battery  at  Gray's  Point,  about  to  be  com- 
menced. Colonel  Talcott  will  return  to  the  Rappahannock  about  the 
middle  of  this  week,  where  he  hopes  to  find  the  guns  proposed  to  be 
mounted  at  that  point  near  at  hand  for  the  purpose.  It  will  be  neces- 
sary to  keep  your  preparations  secret,  and  do  nothiug  to  attract  the 
attention  of  the  enemy  to  Gray's  Point.  Troops  will  be  required  to  cover 
the  Point  and  to  aid  in  the  coustnictiou  of  the  works.  I  have  thought 
it  probable  that  you  could  send  down  Major  Ward,  with  two  or  more 
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companies  from  Tappahannock,  and  any  companies  collected  in  the  ad- 
joining counties  may  be  used  for  the  same  end.  Should  you  be  able  to 
spare  a  couple  of  field  pieces,  they  would  add  very  much  to  the  protec- 
tion of  the  battery,  until  its  construction  might  be  completed.  They 
could  then  be  withdrawn.  Colonel  Talent  t  will  take  Fredericksburg  in 
his  route,  to  concert  with  you  the  necessary  measures.  I  hope  you  will 
give  him  all  the  facilities  in  your  power. 
Respectfully, 

H.  E.  LEE, 


Headquarters  of  the  Forces, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  July  16,  1861. 

Col.  C.  Q.  Tompkins,  Virginia  Volunteer*,  Charleston,  Va.: 

Sra :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  6th  instant,  I  am  directed 
to  inform  you  that  the  requisitions  of  Brigadier-General  Wise  for  a  large 
supply  of  ammunition  have  been  approved  and  sent  to  the  Ordnance 
Department.  From  him  you  will  receive  such  amounts  of  powder  and 
flints  as  you  may  require.  On  the  return  of  Governor  Letcher  to  this 
city  the  subject  of  the  appointment  of  officers,  to  which  you  refer,  will 
be  immediately  taken  up. 
Respectfully, 

GEO.  DEAS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General 


Headquarters  op  the  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  July  16,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  B.  Magruder,  Commanding,  Yorktown,  Va. : 

General  :  Your  letter  of  the  13th,  in  reference  to  the  defenses  on 
Jamestown  Island,  has  been  received.  I  hope  the  additional  redoubt 
which  you  have  directed  to  be  constructed  at  the  east  end  of  the  island 
and  the  division  of  the  guns  in  the  mid  way  redoubt  may  be  advantage- 
ous. I  do  not  consider  it  advisable,  however,  to  diffuse  your  force  over 
too  large  a  space,  and  it  was  this  consideration  that  induced  the  location 
of  the  midway  redoubt  on  its  present  site.  I  have  only  to  repeat,  in 
relation  to  the  lauding  at  Spratley's,  King's  Mill,  &c,  that  the  construc- 
tion of  the  battery  at  Day's  Point  and  the  projected  batteries  at  Mul- 
berry Point,  and  the  one  opposite,  will  render  them  more  secure,  and 
diminish  the  danger  of  an  attempt  upon  Williamsburg  by  that  route. 
No  means,  however,  must  be  neglected  to  prevent  such  an  attempt  or 
to  secure  the  line  ot  defenses  across  the  Peninsula.  We  have  not,  how- 
ever, guns  sufficient  to  place  at  every  vulnerable  point  on  the  Peninsula, 
and  they  must  be  posted  only  on  the  most  important,  and,  if  carried, 
the  gun 8  must  be  removed  to  other  points  of  defense.  Upon  the  com- 
pletion of  the  defenses  a  more  advantageous  disposition  of  the  guns 
may  be  made ;  but  until  that  time  I  do  not  wish  the  guns  for  the  de- 
fense of  the  channel  to  be  removed  from  their  present  positions. 
Bespectfully, 

B.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding, 
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Richmond,  Va.,  July  17, 1861. 

General  G.  T.  Bbaueegabd: 

We  are  making  all  efforts  to  re-enforce  you.  Cannot  send  to-day, 
but  afterwards  they  will  go  regularly  daily,  railroad  permitting.  Hamp- 
ton's Legion,  McRae's  regiment,  and  two  battalions,  Mississippi  and 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Richmond,  July  17, 1861. 

General  Holmes,  Fredericksburg,  Va. : 

General  Beauregard  is  attacked.  Move  with  three  regiments  and  a 
light  battery  to  support  him.  Replace  the  troops  you  withdraw  by  the 
militia,  leaving  Colonel  Ruggles  in  command  of  the  district,  directing 
him  to  hold  his  troops  in  readiness  for  any  emergency. 

8.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Richmond,  July  17, 1861. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  Manassas  Junction}  Va. : 

You  are  authorized  to  appropriate  the  North  Carolina  regiment  on 
its  route  to  General  Johnston.  If  possible,  send  to  General  Johnston 
to  say  he  has  been  informed,  via  Staunton,  that  you  were  attacked, 
and  that  he  will  join  you  if  practicable  with  his  effective  force,  send- 
ing his  sick  and  baggage  to  Culpeper  Court-House  by  rail  or  through 
Warren  ton. 

Adj  ta  tand  J  C°to^ I**'  I 


Manassas,  July  37,  1861. 

General  Cooper  : 

I  believe  this  proposed  movement  of  General  Johnston  is  too  late. 
Enemy  will  attack  me  in  force  to-morrow  morning. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  op  the  Forces, 

No.  224.         )  Richmond,  Va.,  July  17,  1861. 

•  •••••• 

IV.  Brigadier-General  Holmes  will  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  ad- 
vance with  three  regiments  and  one  field  battery  of  his  command  to 
the  support  of  Brigadier-General  Beauregard  upon  notice  to  that  effect 
from  the  latter  general.  He  will  take  care  to  make  arrangements  for 
the  security  of  the  position  which  he  now  holds,  and  will  replace  the 
troops  he  withdraws  therefrom  by  the  militia  of  the  county  which  has 
been  called  into  service.  He  will  keep  in  mind  that  the  movement 
herein  indicated  is  not  to  jeopardize  the  security  of  the  military  district 
under  his  command,  to  which,  in  case  of  necessity,  he  will  return,  and, 
in  any  event,  after  the  service  upon  which  he  may  be  detailed  shall 
have  been  accomplished. 
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V.  The  Fifth  North  Carolina  Regiment,  Colonel  McRae,  will  pro- 
ved to  Manassas,  and  will  report  to  Brigadier-General  Beauregard  as 

soon  as  transportation  can  be  famished,  of  which  doe  notice  will  be 
given  by  the  quartermaster  in  this  city. 

VI.  Hampton's  Legion  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Manassas  Junc- 
tion, and  ioin  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  under  Brigadier  General 
Beauregard.  The  infantry  of  the  Legion  will  go  by  railroad ;  the  cav- 
alry will  march ;  the  artillery  will  follow  on  as  soon  as  transportation 

can  be  furnished. 

•  •••••• 

By  order  of  General  Lee : 

GEO.  DBAS, 
Aittintant  Adjutant- General. 

Richmond,  July  17, 1881. 

General  J.  B.  Floyd,  WytheviUe,  Va. : 

Information  of  the  disaster  to  General  Garnett's  command  has  been 
received,  and  McClellan  is  at  Huttonsville.  To  oppose  his  seizure  of 
the  Virginia  Central  Railroad,  a  junction  of  >oar  command  and  that 
of  General  Garnett.  now  probably  at  Monterey,  is  desired.  You  will 
advance  with  your  brigade  by  railroad  to  Salem,  thence  to  Jackson's 
River,  if  your  transportation  will  permit.    If  not,  to  Staunton. 

8.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General 


Richmond,  July  17, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  A.  Wise,  Charleston,  Kanawha  County,  Va.  : 

General  s  Information  has  been  received  of  the  disastrous  retreat  of 
Garnett's  command  to  Monterey  and  the  advance  of  McClellan's  to 
Huttonsville.  The  aid  of  your  force  and  that  of  General  Floyd  becomes 
important.  If  your  command  is  not  now  essential  in  Kanawha,  move  up 
toward  Covington.  Communicate  with  General  Floyd,  who  is  ordered 
to  proceed  in  that  direction. 

8.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General 


Richmond,  Va.,  July  18, 1861. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard  : 


McUae's  North  Carolina  regiment  goes  to  you  this  evening; 
dale's  Mississippi  regiment  goes  to  you  from  Lynchburg.  Further  re-en- 
forcements have  promise  of  transportation  in  the  morning.  Hampton's 
Legion  and  others  will  go  as  soon  as  possible.  God  be  praised  for  your 
successful  beginning.  I  have  tried  to  join  you,  but  remain  to  serve  you 
here,  as  most  useful  for  the  times. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


ADJUTANT  AND  INSPECTOR  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

Richmond,  July  18,  1861. 

Col.  Angus  W.  McDonald,  Romney,  Va. : 

Sir  :  Information  has  been  received  of  the  disastrous  retreat  of  Gar- 
nett's command  to  Monterey  and  of  McClellan's  advance  in  that  direc- 
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tion.  It  is  deemed  advisable  to  concentrate  our  forces  in  order  to  oppose 
any  attempt  on  the  Central  Bailroad.  The  President  therefore  directs 
that  yon  proceed  with  your  troops  to  Staunton  to  unite  with  those  in 
that  vicinity,  unless  the  execution  of  your  original  orders  should  detain 
in  which  event  you  will  thereafter  retire  upon  Staunton. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Headquarters, 
Winchester,  July  18, 1861. 

General  S.  Cooper: 

General  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  telegram  of  yes- 
terday. 

General  Patterson,  who  had  been  at  Bunker  Hill  since  Monday,  seems 
to  have  moved  yesterday  to  Charlestown,  twenty-three  miles  to  the 
east  of  Winchester. 

Unless  he  prevents  it,  we  shall  move  toward  General  Beauregard  to- 
day. I  am  compelled  to  leave  the  sick  and  most  of  the  baggage  for  want 
of  means  of  transportation.  There  are  wagons  enough  to  carry  but  four 
days'  provisions,  but  the  urgency  of  the  case  seems  to  me  to  justify  a 
risk  of  hunger.   I  am  delayed  by  provision  for  the  care  of  the  sick. 

I  leave  General  Carson  here  with  two  brigades  of  Virginia  militia, 
with  orders  to  fall  back  if  the  enemy  should  approach  in  force. 
Respectfully,  &c, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Headquarters  First  Brigade, 

Col.  S.  S.  Anderson, 

Asst  Adjt.  Gen.,  Rdqrs.  Forces,  Norfolk  Harbor,  Va. : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  yesterday  completed  a  personal 
examination  of  the  country  embraced  within  the  limits  of  this  brigade, 
the  neighborhood  of  Suffolk  excepted.  Commencing  eastward,  I  find 
the  battery  at  Cedar  Point  unfinished.  The  guns,  implements,  and 
ammunition  were  hourly  expected,  but,  in  consequence  of  changes  made 
in  the  plan  for  carriages,  several  of  the  platforms  now  finished  must 
be  taken  up,  and  others  more  complex  laid.  This  seems  to  me  an  un- 
necessary delay,  when  the  guns  may  at  any  hour  be  needed.  The 
battery  at  Barrel  Point  still  needs  at  least  one  9-inch  shell  gun,  which 
will  render  it  much  more  effective.  The  neck  on  which  these  batteries 
are  located  is  very  thickly  wooded,  and  susceptible  of  defense  by  a  com- 
paratively small  force. 

I  have  placed  one  company  of  infantry  (and  a  cavalry  picket  ad- 
vanced) near  the  causeway  connecting  Ragged  Island  with  the  main- 
land. Another  cavalry  vedette  patrols  from  Soddin's  Point  eastward. 
The  headquarters  of  this  company  (Captaiu  Gillettfs)  is  near  the  post 
marked  "  Store."  Seven  companies  of  Colonel  Pender's  regiment,  with 
headquarters,  are,  I  think,  well  located  at  the  cross-roads  marked  "Isle 
of  Wight  Church  .*  It  affords  support  to  Old  Town  battery,  on  Jones' 
Creek,  which  was  pieviously  entirely  isolated.   All  the  roads  towards 
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the  shore  from  the  church  are  good,  and  no  distance  exceeding  six  miles. 
A  road  opened  by  Colonel  Pryor  brings  it  within  seven  or  seven  and 
a  half  miles  of  tus  headquarters.  The  battery  at  Old  Town  (four  short 
328)  is  in  good,  condition,  and  served  by  two  companies  of  Colonel 
Pender's  regiment,  under  the  lieutenant-colonel.  One  long  32  or  a  shell 
gun  would  be  valuable  at  this  point  I  have  directed  one  of  these  com- 
panies to  be  relieved  every  fortnight,  that  all  may  be  instructed  in  bat- 
talion drill.  Colonel  Pryor's  headquarters,  with  seven  companies,  is 
on  Hay's  Neck,  one-half  a  mile  or  less  from  the  Back  Wharf  bat- 
tery. Of  six  32s,  weighing  0,000  pounds,  five  only  were  mounted  on 
the  occasion  of  my  visit   The  sixth  carriage  was,  however,  at  hand. 

.  Lieutenant  Poindexter,  in  charge  of  this  battery,  has  gone  to  Norfolk 

for  the  complete  equipment  of  this  battery.  It  is  served  by  companies 
of  Colonel  Pryor's  regimeut  near  by.   This  battery  commands  the  inner 

«  channel  only.   Burwell's  Bay  may  be  reached  by  the  outer  channel.  I 

have  stationed  a  company  of  Colouel  Pryor's  regiment  at  the  Stone- 

t  house  Wharf  Landing,  and  have  directed  a  breastwork  to  be  thrown  up. 

i  which  will  command  the  shore,  accessible  on  either  side  of  the  wharf. 

I  think  it  very  desirable  that  one  or  two  field  pieces  (two  of  the  old  iron 

i  ones  ■  in  the  old  custom-house  at  Norfolk  or  the  iron  gun  on  navy  car- 

l  riage  in  the  same  yard,  would  answer)  be  sent  to  this  point  Another 

company  of  Colonel  Pryor's  regiment  guards  two  landings  nearby, 
both  of  which  are  only  available  by  narrow  causeways.  Two  companies 
of  cavalry  guard  ami.  patrol  the  coast  to  Day's  Point    The  roads  in 

■  this  neighborhood  are  very  numerous,  and  all  have  strong,  defensible 

posts.  I  consider  it  absolutely  necessary  that  a  stronger  force  be  posted 
in  this  vicinity,  and  urgently  request  either  that  Daniel's  regiment  be 
advanced  or  that  another  regiment  be  sent  forward.  I  understand  that 
Colonel  Daniel's  regiment  is  to  be  held  in  reserve  at  Suffolk.  It  is  of 
little  or  no  use  to  me  there,  unless  to  fell  back  on,  which  I  hope  not  to 
be  compelled  to  do. 

I  request  authority  to  establish  a  quartermaster  and  commissary 
depot  at  this  point  or  near  by.  The  troops  here  have  not  been  supplied 
with  fresh  meat  for  six  weeks.  On  the  representation  of  the  surgeon  of 
Colonel  Pryor's  regiment,  I  have  to-day  ordered  mutton  or  other  meat 
to  be  supplied. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

J.  C.  PEMBERTON, 
Brigadier' General,  Commanding  Artillery  Brigade. 


Richmond,  July  10, 1801. 

General  G.  T.  Beauregard,  Camdg.,  <£c,  Manassas  Junction,  Va.: 

We  have  no  intelligence  from  General  Johnston.  If  the  enemy  in 
front  of  you  have  abandoned  an  immediate  attack  and  General  John- 
ston has  not  moved,  you  had  better  withdraw  call  upon  him,  so  that 
he  may  be  left  to  his  full  discretion.  All  the  troops  arriving  at  Lynch- 
burg are  ordered  to  join  you.  From  this  place  we  will  send  as  fast  as 
transportation  permits.  The  enemy  is  advised  at  Washington  of  the 
projected  movement  of  Generals  Johnston  and  Holmes,  and  may  vary 
his  plans  in  conformity  thereto. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 
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ABINGDON,  July  19,  1861. 

To  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States: 

H.  D.  Aston,  residing  at  the  north  end  of  Russell,  on  the  17th  heard 
from  Buchanan  of  advance  of  Federal  troops  into  Logan.  Sent  mes- 
senger, who  reported  letter  from  sheriff  of  Logan  to  clerk  of  Buchanan, 
stating  advance  of  five  hundred  and  eighty,  burning  of  Logan  Court- 
House,  killing  two  women,  and  passing  on  up  Guyandotte.  No  further 
information.  The  railroad  and  salt  works,  perhaps  lead  mines,  may  be 
the  object.  We  had  men  only,  neither  arms,  ammunition,  nor  a  military 
head.  The  latter  of  some  experience,  with  full  powers  to  do  and  get 
what  is  necessary,  is  of  most  pressing  urgency  for  all  this  country  south 
of  Kanawha  Valley. 

SAMUEL  W.  ASTON, 
EDWARD  D.  KERN  AN, 
J.  V.  FULKERSON, 

  Of  Russell  County. 

WYNDHAM  ROBINSON. 
C.  8.  BEKAM. 
NEWTON  K.  WHITE. 


Brigade  Headquarters, 

Camp  at  Monterey,  July  10,  1861. 

Col.  George  Deas, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  C.  8.  Army,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Sir  :  Our  present  position  in  this  village,  the  only  one  in  the  vicinage 
fit  for  a  depot  of  supplies,  is  exposed  and  wholly  untenable,  unless  the 
routes  approaching  it  from  the  west  be  guarded  at  considerable  dis- 
tances ;  and  I  have  been  restless  in  the  consciousness  that,  were  the 
enemy  apprised  of  our  real  condition,  a  comparatively  small  body  of 
cavalry  might  make  sad  havoc  among  us  and  at  least  destroy  what  they 
might  not  be  able  to  hold.  The  trains  bringing  supplies  from  Staunton 
are  daily  coming  up,  and  as  the  wagons  are  needed  below,  must  be  un- 
loaded. The  debris  of  General  Garnettfs  command  are  constantly  pour- 
ing in,  and  what  of  it  is  left  in  anything  like  organized  form  will  be 
here  on  to-morrow  or  the  day  following  in  a  most  forlorn  condition.  I 
fear  that,  while  they  must  be  cared  for,  they  will  be  almost  useless  for 
any  military  purpose  j  yet,  even  under  these  circumstances.  I  have  not 
felt  authorized  to  beat  a  further  retreat,  thus  substituting  distances  for 
regiments  against  the  enemy's  advance. 

With  a  view  mainly  to  guarding  this  point,  hoping  at  the  same  time 
to  relieve  somewhat  the  panic-stricken  people  of  the  country  and  to  re- 
vive the  spirit  of  troops  depressed  by  retreat,  I  am  to-day  making  a 
forward  movement,  looking  of  course  to  the  protection  of  our  rear.  The 
Twelfth  Georgia  Regiment,  under  the  direction  of  Major  Williams,  of 
the  Engineer  Corps,  who  has  joined  this  command,  with  an  artillery 
company  three  pieces  strong,  whicli  I  have  organized  Irora  the  elements 
at  hand,  will  take  position  to  day  somewhere  upon,  or  immediately  be- 
yond, the  Alleghany  Ridge.  I  have  also  formed  a  composite  command 
of  the  Churchville  Cavalry,  the  remnants  of  the  Rockbridge  Cavalry, 
and  a  company  of  riflemen,  made  up  from  the  militia,  to  which  I  have 
assigned  Major  Jones,  of  the  Forty-fourth  Virginia  Regiment  of  Volun- 
teers, an  officer  who  has  inspired  me  with  great  confidence.  They  will 
constitute  an  advance  guard  and  will  be  thrown  along  the  turnpike 
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road  as  near  to  the  enemy  as  may  be  safe,  to  watch  his  movements,  to 
intercept  marauding  parties,  and  the  riflemen,  who  are  familiar  with  the 
country,  to  annoy  the  enemy  from  the  hills  and  bushes.  This  rifle 
corps,  some  eighty  strong,  are  the  picked  men  of  one  hundred  and  eighty 
militia  who  reported  for  duty  j  but  who,  on  account  of  the  state  of  their 
crops,  were  exceedingly  reluctant  to  leave  home.  I  offered,  upon  condi- 
tion that  they  would  make  up  this  company  well  armed  and  provided 
for,  to  allow  the  others  to  go  home  for  the  purpose  of  reaping  the  crops 
of  all.  This  proposition  was  cheerfully  acceded  to,  and  I  am  really  in 
hopes  that  an  efficient  corps  has  been  thus  put  in  the  field. 

Should  this  force  be  deemed  sufficient  to  hold  for  the  present  the 
turnpike  pass  in  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  our  entire  attention  may  be 
directed  to  the  Huttonsville  and  Huntersville  road. 

Unless  some  point  can  be  held  upon  it  with  a  view  to  resisting  the 
advance  of  the  enemy,  the  entire  country  in  that  direction  will  be  thrown 
open  and  our  rear  protected  alone  by  the  distance  over  which  his  column 
must  pass.  The  people  in  that  region,  who  are  supposed  generally  to 
be  loyal,  are  naturally  alarmed  and  calling  for  protection.  I  inclose 
herewith  the  copy  of  a  note  received  late  last  night  from  a  gentleman 
of  high  character  and  great  influence,  as  I  understand,*  relating  to  that 
subject 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that,  with  but  two  regiments  which  have 
not  been  seriously  demoralized  by  the  disasters  of  the  late  conflicts  with 
the  enemy,  the  force  here  is  altogether  too  weak  for  the  necessities  of 
the  time. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  R.  JACKSON, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — If  it  be  proposed  to  defend  the  pass  into  Pocahontas  over  the 
Elk  Mountain,  it  would  be  most  practicable  to  send  troops  to  the  Mill- 
borough  Station  on  the  railroad,  as  the  distance  over  which  wagon  trans 


Richmond,  July  20,  1861. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Manassas  Junction,  Fa. : 

General  :  You  are  a  general  in  the  Confederate  Army,  possessed  of 
the  power  attaching  to  that  rank.  You  will  know  how  to  make  the 
exact  knowledge  of  Brigadier-General  Beauregard,  as  well  of  the  ground 
as  of  the  troops  and  preparation,  avail  for  the  success  of  the  object  in 
which  you  co-operate/  The  zeal  of  both  assures  me  of  harmonious 
action. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Richmond,  July  20,1861. 

Maj.  H.  L.  Clay,  Lynchburg,  Va. : 

Push  forward  to  Manassas  all  armed  regiments  immediately  on  their 
arrival  at  Lynchburg.  Acknowledge  by  telegraph,  and  state  when 
Barksdale's  Mississippi  regiment  left  Lynchburg  for  Manassas  under 
my  telegraph  order  to  you  of  the  18th.  Keep  me  daily  advised  by 
telegraph  of  arrival -of  troops  at  Lynchburg  and  their  departure. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector- General. 
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Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Va.,  July  20,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Loring, 

Provisional  Army,  Confederate  States : 

General:  You  are  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Northwestern 
Army,  and  it  is  important  that  you  join  it  without  delay.  Brig.  Gen. 
H.  B.  Jackson,  now  in  command  of  the  forces,  was  at  Monterey  when 
last  heard  from?  and  he  will  give  you  all  the  information  relative  to 
previous  operations,  the  state  of  the  troops,  country,  &c  You  will 
perceive  the  necessity  of  preventing  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
importance  of  restraining  him  the  other  side  of  the  Alleghany  Ridge. 
For  this  purpose  you  will  occupy  such  passes  as  in  your  judgment  will 
effect  the  object,  and  your  attention  is  particularly  called  to  the  defense 
of  the  road  leading  from  Huttonsville  (where  the  enemy  is  said  to  be 
now  stationed),  through  Mailing's  Bottom  to  Huntersville.  and  the 
Warm  Springs  to  Millborough,  on  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad.  In 
addition  to  the  force  you  will  find  at  Monterey  and  on  the  march  from 
Staunton,  Brigadier- General  Floyd  has  been  directed  to  move  with  his 
brigade  upon  Covington.  Brigadier-General  Wise,  operating  in  the 
valley  of  the  Kanawha,  has  been  directed  to  move  up  towards  the 
same  point,  and  Col.  Angus  W.  McDonald,  on  the  South  Branch  of  the 
Potomac,  to  Staunton.  A  uuion  of  all  the  forces  in  the  West  can  thus 
be  effected  for  a  decisive  blow,  and,  when  in  your  judgment  proper,  it 
will  be  made.  Such  supplies  as  you  cannot  procure  m  your  vicinity 
will  be  forwarded  from  Staunton  and  this  place. 
Very  respectfully, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
General y    o wt ^y^^i j  ^^^7* 


Manassas,  July  21, 1861. 

General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General  C.  S.  Army: 

President  Davis  directs  me  to  say  send  forward  instantly  all  the 
troops,  ammunition  of  all  kinds,  and  provisions;  the  troops  and  ammu- 
nition first.   A  terrible  battle  raging.   Please  answer. 

THOS.  G.  RHETT, 
Adjutant" General  to  General  Johnstan, 


Richmond,  July  21, 1861. 

Maj.  Thos.  G.  Rhett,  Manassas  Junction,  Va. : 

Everything  is  being  done  that  it  is  possible  to  do.  Trains  leave  to- 
night and  early  to-morrow  morning  with  troops,  provisions,  and  all  the 
ammunition  that  can  be  collected.   Keep  us  advised. 

S.  COOPER, 

Adjutant-  General 


Manassas,  July  21, 1861. 

We  have  won  a  glorious  though  dear-bought  victory.  Night  closed 
on  the  enemy  in  full  flight  and  closely  pursued. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 
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Manassas,  July  21, 1861. 

General  8.  Cooper,  Adjutant  General,  Richmond: 

Night  has  closed  upon  a  hard-fought  field.  Oar  forces  have  won  a 
glorious  victory.  The  enemy  was  routed  and  fled  precipitately,  aban- 
doning a  very  large  amount  of  arms,  munitions,  knapsacks,  and  bag- 
gage. The  ground  was  strewn  for  miles  with  those  killed,  and  the 
farm-houses  and  the  ground  around  were  filled  with  his  wounded. 
The  pursuit  was  continued  along  several  routes  towards  Leesburg  and 
Centreville,  nntil  darkness  covered  the  fugitives.  We  have  captured 
several  field  batteries  and  regimental  standards,  and  one  U.  3.  flag. 
Many  prisoners  have  been  taken.  Too  high  praise  cannot  be  bestowed, 
whether  for  the  skill  of  the  principal  officers  or  for  the  gallantry  of  all 
the  troops.  The  battle  was  mainly  fought  on  our  left,  several  miles 
from  our  field  works.  Our  force  engaged  them  not  exceeding  fifteen 
thousand;  that  of  the  enemy  estimated  at  thirty-five  thousand. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Headquarters  op  the  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  July  21,  1861. 

General  W.  W.  Lorino,  Commanding  Army  of  the  Northwest: 

General  :  In  my  letter  of  yesterday  I  directed  your  attention  to  the 
importance  of  occupying  the  strong  passes  on  the  roads  leading  to  Staun- 
ton and  Millborough,  to  prevent  the  enemy  reaching  the  Virginia  Central 
Kail  road.  The  selection  of  those  passes  is,  of  course,  left  to  your  judg- 
ment; but,  should  General  McOlellan  not  have  advanced  beyond  the 
Tygartfs  River  Valley,  the  occupation  of  the  Cheat  Mountain,  on  the 
Staunton  and  Parkers  burg  Turnpike,  and  the  Middle  Mountain,  on  the 
Huttonsville  and  Huntersville  Turnpike,  will  hold  those  roads,  from 
such  information  as  I  am  able  to  get,  against  a  large  force.  The  route 
to  Middle  Mountain,  I  am  told,  is  best  by  Millborough  Depot,  Pocahontas 
Court-House,  &c.,  and  you  are  authorized  to  call  upon  Pocahontas  and 
Greenbrier  Counties  for  volunteers  to  hold  Middle  Mountain,  or  other 
and  to  aid  you  in  driving  back  the  invaders. 
'  am,  &c., 

K .  E.  LEE, 


passes,  t 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Va.,  July  21,  1801. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Loring, 

Commanding  Northwestern  Army,  Virginia: 

General  :  Three  Tennessee  regiments,  expected  at  Lynchburg?  are 
ordered  to  Staunton,  to  join  the  Northwestern  Army.  You  are  desired, 
in  the  event  of  their  not  reaching  Staunton  before  you  leave,  to  give 
orders  to  Maj.  M.  G.  Harman  as  to  their  disposition.  If  you  find  it 
necessary  to  move  troops  on  the  Warm  Springs  road,  to  get  them  in 
position  on  the  Huntersville  and  Huttonsville  Turnpike,  for  the  defense 
of  Elk  Mountain  or  the  Middle  Mountain,  to  prevent  the  enemy  seizing 
that  road,  and  thus  reaching  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad,  you  may 
find  it  advantageous  to  send  the  Tennessee  regiments  to  Millborough. 
Maj.  M.  G.  Harman,  at  Staunton,  will  make  arrangements  on  your  order. 
Very  respectfully,  &c, 

K.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 

P.  S. — A  field  battery,  Captain  Stanley's,  has  been  ordered  to  Staun- 
ton, to  report  to  you. 
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Department  Headquarters, 
Williamsburg,  Va.,  July  21, 1861. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor, 

Through  Col.  George  Deas,  Assistant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  have  called  into  service,  by 
proclamation  (nearly  a  month  previous  to  the  governor's  proclamation), 
the  militia  of  James  Gity,  York,  Warwick,  and  Elizabeth  City  Counties, 
these  four  counties  embracing  the  One- hundred- and -fifteenth  and  Sixty- 
eighth  Regiments.  This  proclamation  was  prompted  by  the  exigencies 
of  the  service,  and  in  consequence  of  the  fact  that  I  thought  it  but  just 
that  the  people  of  these  counties  should  assist  in  the  defense  of  their 
property  and  houses,  and  not  leave  such  defense  entirely  to  the  few 
who  had  volunteered  and  those  who  had  come  forward  from  a  great 
distance.  This  was  the  only  means  in  my  power  to  reach  those  who 
evidently  intended  neither  to  suffer  in  person  or  property  during  the 
war,  unless  forced  to  do  their  part.  I  have  in  every  case  stationed 
these  men  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  their  homes,  and  only  required 
them  to  meet  three  times  a  week,  to  organize,  drill,  and  be  ready  in 
case  of  an  emergency,  and  in  order,  also,  to  ascertain  what  arms  they 
had,  and  to  know  how  far  they  could  be  relied  on  in  an  emergency.  In 
view  of  these  facts,  I  would  request  his  excellency  the  governor  to 
officially  approve  of  my  act  I  shall  retain  these  men  in  service  until 
otherwise  directed,  as  they  are  of  great  use. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANK  HEAD  MAGRUDER, 

G.  B.  COSBY, 
Major  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General 


Camp  at  Monterey,  Va.,  July  22, 1861. 

Col.  Georoe  Deas,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Sir  :  Unless  a  considerable  force  be  at  once  put  upon  the  road  from 
Millborough,  through  Huntersville,  towards  Huttonsville,  the  enemy  will 
overrun  Pocahontas  and  get  possession  of  the  Central  Railroad.  There 
is  good  reason  for  believing  that  he  is  now  upon  Middle  Mountain, 
twenty-five  miles  only  beyond  Huntersville,  and  we  have  but  one  regi- 
ment (Colonel  Lee's)  on  the  road  to  meet  him.  I  shall  do  what  I  possibly 
can  to  support  Colonel  Lee  from  this  point ;  but  Monterey  is  equidistant 
with  Millborough  from  Huntersville.  It  is  unfortunate  that  one  of  the 
regiments,  with  the  artillery,  now  in  motion  from  Staunton,  had  not 
been  sent,  in  accordance  with  my  suggestion,  up  to  Millborough.  I  have 
dispatched  Captaiu  Cole,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Huntersville,  for  the  purpose 
of  collecting  and  reporting  reliable  information,  and  of  providing  for 
transporting  and  provisioning  the  forces  which  may  be  sent  in  that 
direction,  although  the  prospect  of  obtaining  provisions  or  transporta- 
tion there  is  very  limited. 

H.  R.  JACKSON, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Northwestern  Army  op  Virginia, 

Monterey,  Va.,  July  22,  1861. 

Col.  George  Deas,  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Sir  :  My  mind  has  been  somewhat  relieved  from  the  heavy  anxiety 
which  has  oppressed  it,  in  view  of  the  great  difficulties  attendant  upon 
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maintaining  oar  position  in  Northwestern  Virginia,  by  learning  this 
afternoon  that  attention  Das  been  effectively  directed  to  the  line  from 
Huttonsville  to  the  Central  Railroad  at  M illboroagh.  In  justice  to  myself 
I  inclose  herewith  copies  of  correspondence,*  to  show  that  from  the  first 
my  eye  has  been  fixed  upon  this  necessity,  and  to  refer  to  the  fact  that, 
when  I  was  here  with  bat  two  regiments,  upon  which  any  reliance 
whatsoever  could  be  placed,  and  before  I  was  joined  even  by  the  shat- 
tered wrecks  of  General  Garnett's  command,  I  dispatched  one  of  those 
regiments  to  operate  alone  upon  that  line. 

The  copy  of  my  order  to  Capt  Robert  G.  Cole  will  show  that  I  have 
already  dispatched  him,  with  as  plenary  power  as  I  could  give,  to  make 
arrangements  at  Huntersville  for  the  transportation  and  provisioning 
of  the  troops  which  may  be  put  in  motion  from  Millborough. 

While  the  information  contained  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Skeen,  as  to  the 
occupancy  of  Middle  Mountain  by  the  enemy,  may  be  premature,  it 
cannot  be  questioned,  I  think,  that  such  is  now  the  destination  of  the 
main  body  of  his  forces:  whether  with  an  eye  to  the  Central  Railroad 
or  to  taking  General  Wise  in  the  rear,  remains  still  to  be  seen. 

A  very  intelligent  officer,  Captain  Hall,  one  of  our  recently  released 
prisoners,  while  in  the  enemy's  camp,  had  intimate  intercourse  with 
General  Rosecrans,  who  told  him  that  by  means  of  telegraphic  and 
railroad  facilities  General  McClellan  could  at  any  time  concentrate 
troops,  even  to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand,  in  Northwestern  Virginia. 
Rosecrans  also  said  that  they  were  on  the  lookout  for  Wise. 

The  Fourteenth  Indiana  Regiment,  with  one  thousand  and  ten  men, 
occupy  the  top  of  Cheat  Mountain,  with  two  regiments  at  its  western 
base.  The  enemy  have  in  all  five  hundred  cavalry,  armed  with  sabers, 
carbines,  and  navy  revolvers,  and  twenty-six  pieces  of  artillery,  com- 
prising a  battery  from  the  old  Regular  Army.  All  of  his  troops  are 
admirably  armed  and  equipped.  The  time  of  service  of  the  Eighth 
and  Tenth  Indiana  Regiments  expires  this  month,  and  they  are  all 
going  home,  saying  that  they  have  had  enough  of  it,  and  apparently 
shocked  by  the  carnage  on  Rich  Mountain. 

I  regret  to  say  that  the  condition  of  the  command  of  the  late  General 
Garnett  is  improving  but  slowly,  if  at  all,  the  weather  being  far  from 
propitious.  1  am  greatly  embarrassed  by  the  sick  and  discontented. 
In  fact,  I  must  say  that  1  scarcely  know  what  disposition  to  make  of 
them.  From  this  remark,  however,  the  regiments  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Jackson  and  Fulkerson  (Thirty-seventh  Virginia  Volunteers)  are  to  be 
excepted,  and,  while  they  are  undoubtedly  suffering  to  a  very  great 
extent,  those  able  officers  keep  them  up  to  their  duty,  maintaining  their 
organization  intact,  and  I  am  troubled  with  but  few  complaints  from 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  R.  JACKSON, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Northwestern  Army, 

Monterey,  Fa.,  July  22,  1861. 

f: 

If  there  be  any  command  whatsoever,  and  especially  of  artillery,  now 
at  Staunton,  and  designed  for  this  quarter,  send  it  at  once  to  the  Mill- 
borough  Station,  with  the  necessary  means  and  agency  to  provide  for 
its  transportation  upon  the  Huntersville  and  Elk  Mountain,  or  Hut- 
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tonsville,  turnpike.  Send  in  the  Bame  direction  all  other  available 
forces,  with  fall  supplies  of  ammunition.  If  the  enemy  should  intend  to 
attempt  to  take  possession  of  the  railroad,  he  will  descend  by  that  route, 
and,  if  all  our  energies  be  not  at  once  thrown  out,  he  will  effect  it. 

I  have  sent  Colonel  Lee  upon  that  line.  He  will  be  in  Hunteraville 
to-day,  and  must  be  supported,  or  all  in  that  direction  is  lost.  It  is 
unfortunate  that  my  idea  of  sending  in  that  direction  at  least  one  of 
the  regiments  now  on  the  road  to  this  point  had  not  been  adopted. 
But  it  may  not  be  too  late,  if  any  reliance  whatever  can  be  placed 
upon  the  people  of  the  country  and  we  can  act  with  sufficient  prompt- 
ness. 

I  send  Captain  Cole  to  day  to  Huntersville  to  look  to  the  transporta- 
tion and  provisioning  of  the  column  which  should  move  on  that  line; 
but  the  prospect  of  obtaining  an  adequate  supply  is  slight  indeed. 

Send  a  courier  back  to  me  at  once,  with  a  statement  of  what  can  be 
done  and  upon  what  I  can  rely  in  the  premises;  and  you  had  best 
direct  energetic  attention  to  Millborough  as  a  grand  base  of  operations. 
Very  respectfully, 

HENRY  B.  JACKSON, 
1^ f^%^fci^^i'X^t^  Gcnfr&ly  ^J^}fifc¥HrQr'H^i'%^%(j • 


Headquarters  Northwestern  Army, 

Monterey,  Va.,  July  22, 1861. 

Maj.  M.  G.  Harman,  Quartermaster,  Staunton,  Va.: 

Sir  :  In  response  to  your  favor  of  this  day,  I  would  simply  refer  you 
to  my  previous  correspondence  in  reference  to  the  propriety  of  starting 
a  column  upon  the  Huntersville  and  Hut  tonsville  turnpike  from  Millbor- 
ough, Central  Railroad  as  its  base  of  supplies,  and  I  had  inferred  from 
your  favor  of  July  20  that  you  concurred  with  me  in  that  opinion,  and  had 
already  urged  it  by  telegraph  upon  the  President  Grieved  to  And  that 
my  suggestion  had  not  been  adopted,  and  that  no  regiment  had  been 
sent  by  the  way  of  Millborough  to  support  Colonel  Lee,  and  confirmed  in 
the  correctness  of  my  judgment  by  the  recent  reported  movements  of  the 
enemy,  I  forwarded  to  you  a  telegraphic  dispatch  to-day,  looking  to  the 
same  end,  addressed  to  headquarters,  and  desired  that  you  should  send 
all  available  forces  at  Staunton  at  once  to  Millborough.  This  would 
seem  to  make  my  response  to  your  letter  of  this  date  unnecessary.  But 
I  am  apprehensive  that  not  to  respond  at  once  may  possibly  occasion 
some  delay  in  a  movement  which  appears  to  me  to  be  all-important.  I 
must  beg,  therefore,  to  insist  that  any  troops  designed  for  military  op- 
erations in  Northwestern  Virginia  shall  be  sent,  until  further  notice,  by 
the  way  of  Millborough  to  their  destination.  In  answer  to  your  inquiry 
as  to  what  disposition  is  to  be  made  of  the  stragglers  from  the  regiments 
which  have  suffered  so  greatly  in  the  retreat  from  Laurel  Hill,  I  must 
refer  yon  for  instruction  to  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  R.  JACKSON, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Department  Headquarters, 
Williamsburg,  Va,,  July  22, 1861. 

Col.  Robert  Johnston,  Commanding  Cavalry: 

Sir  :  I  have  placed  sixteen  hundred  picked  men  at  your  service,  be- 
sides the  cavalry  under  your  command,  and  also  two  batteries  of  artil- 
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lery.  With  this  force  I  desire  you  to  repress  marauding  parties  of  the 
enemy ;  to  sweep  the  country  of  negroes  from  Back  River  and  near  New- 
port News  to  Harrod's  and  Young's  Mills,  below  which  line  no  negroes, 
unless  attached  to  the  Army,  shall  be  allowed  to  go.  I  wish  also  to  de- 
stroy or  capture  all  parties  of  the  enemy  which  may  venture  far  from 
their  poets  and  works.  If  the  negroes  in  the  Back  River  region  and  on 
the  James  River  can  be  surprised  and  captured  at  night  or  by  day  by 
small  parties  of  troops  who  know  the  country,  and  they  are  willing  to 
undertake  it,  let  them  do  it,  supported  by  cavalry,  infantry,  or  both, 
stationed  at  proper  distances. 

The  instructions  as  to  the  disposition,  in  Order  No.  179,  herewith,*  you 
need  not  regard  as  rigorous,  but  only  intimations  of  my  views. 

Should  you  divide  your  column,  I  desire  that  Colonel  C 
should  command  that  on  James  River,  accompanied  by  some  of 
of  the  Old  Dominion  Dragoons  and  Curtis'  company  of  Warwick  Bean  re- 
gards,  retaining  for  yourself  Sinclair's  Company  of  York  infantry.  It  is 
desirable  that  your  movements  should.be  as  prompt  and  secret  as  possi- 
ble, as  in  consequence  of  the  two  great  victories  we  have  achieved  at 
Manassas  and  the  information  I  have  received  from  the  naval 
stationed  at  Dene  [Green]  Point,  I  am  under  the  impression  that 


number  of  troops  has  been  considerably  diminished  at  Fort  Monroe, 
Hampton,  and  Newport  News.  Indeed,  Captain  Fitzgerald ,  of  our  Navy, 
who  has  just  come  over,  informs  me  that  no  tents  are  to  be  seen  at  the 
latter  post,  and  it  is  stated  that  it  is  abandoned.  I  can  scarcely  think 
this,  but  wish  you  to  send  skillful  scouts  to  ascertain  it,  and  other  sol- 
diers who  know  the  country,  or  reliable  negroes,  to  ascertain  the  state 
of  things  at  Bampton,  and  be  guided  by  the  results,  informing  me  if 
these  reports  be  true  by  swift  express.  I  do  not  give  you  detailed  in- 
structions, but  request  you  to  confer  with  Major  Hood,  Captain  Phillips, 
and  others  who  know  the  country  perfectly. 

Should  you  at  auy  time  occupy  a  position  at  Young's  Mills,  remember, 
at  all  times,  to  keep  a  strong  force  at  the  head  of  the  mill-dam^  on  your 
left  flank,  near  M.  Wall's  house,  and  concealed  in  the  wood  which  skirts 
his  farm.  Also  to  keep  vedettes  on  Young's  farm,  on  your  right  flank, 
or  James  River,  to  inform  you  of  any  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  land 
there,  which  is  not  at  all  improbable.  Kit  Curtis'  lane  is  considered  a 
safe  position  for  troops  on  the  York  road,  and  I  was  informed  by  a  negro 
of  M.  Wall's  that  the  road  from  Curtis'  to  his  master's  house  was  a 
straight  one,  and  only  about  two  miles  from  thence. 

Should,  upon  this  expedition  (which  I  do  not  anticipate),  or  at  any 
other  time  during  your  service  in  the  lower  part  of  the  Peninsula,  your 
troops  stationed  at  Young's  Mills  be  attacked,  and  you  have  troops  sta- 
tioned in  Curtis'  lane,  a  march  by  the  latter  through  the  road  leading 
to  M.  Wall's  would  enable  you  to  fall  upon  his  right  flank  and  rear,  and 
thus  secure  an  easy  and  complete  victory ;  or  should  you  ever  be  attacked 
at  Harrod's  Mills,  and  have  troops  stationed  at  Young's  Mills,  a  march 
from  the  latter  to  the  former,  by  Mr.  John  Patrick's,  would  enable  you  to 
accomplish  the  same  results. 

I  state  also,  for  your  information,  that  Colonel  Mallory  has  completed 
the  works  at  Ship  Point,  on  the  Poquosin  River ;  that  Captain  Smith, 
of  the  artillery,  has  probably  already  planted  two  guns  in  them.  Mai- 
lory's  force  consists  of  Smith's  company  of  artillery,  and  he  informs  me 
of  two  hundred  and  thirty  militia. 

I  desire,  whenever  you  can,  that  you  will  give  to  the  late  Colonel 
Dreux's  battalion  of  Louisiana  volunteers  (now  Lieutenant-Colonel 

'  -Not  found. 
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Rightor's)  the  post  of  honor,  in  order  that  they  may  have  every  oppor- 
tunity to  avenge  the  death  of  their  late  gallant  commander. 

Inform  me  constantly  of  yonr  proceedings,  and  should  you  desire  re- 
enforcements,  General  Hill  has  orders  to  send  them.  Shonld  you  And 
yourself  at  any  time  at  Bethel,  strengthen  the  fortifications  by  a  free  use 
of  the  spade  and  ax,  clearing  out  the  woods  to  the  left  and  rear  of  that 
position,  and  particularly  strengthening  the  work  to  the  extreme  right 
and  point  of  the  ravine,  making  traverses  also  near  and  parallel  to  the 
intrenched  lines,  to  prevent  the  men  from  being  taken  in  reverse.  Also 
strengthen  the  works  at  Young's  and  Harrod's  Mills,  and  at  Young's 
farm,  if  you  have  leisure.  At  Young's  Mills  be  carefuf  of  the  road  lead- 
ing down  to  the  ravine,  nearly  opposite  the  saw-mill,  and  station  a  gun 
on  our  side  to  command  it.  Before  every  fight,  if  you  have  time,  pack 
your  wagons  and  get  them  out  of  the  way  of  the  infantry  and  artillery. 

I  have  heard  that  the  enemy  is  in  force  in  the  woods  and  ravine  jnst 
above  Captain  Smith's  house,  on  the  James  River.  I  heard  since  that 
it  was  not  so.  Direct  the  commanding  officer  who  may  have  charge  of 
the  column  on  the  Warwick  road  to  examine  it  well  before  approaching 
it,  and  have  every  piece  of  woods  carefully  examined  before  passing 
over  the  roads  leading  throngh  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGRUDEB, 

J >>< 'tidier- General)  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Sixth  [N.  C.l  Regiment, 

At  HunUtrsviUe,  Fa.,  July  22,  1861—1  p.  m. 

General  Jackson,  Commanding  at  Monterey,  Va, : 

Dear  General  :  We  have  reached  this  place,  but  can  make  no  cal- 
culation to  proceed  farther  to-day,  as  the  rain  has  been  incessant  from 
the  time  we  struck  our  tents  this  morning.  Our  horses  failed  so  much 
that  it  may  be  night  before  all  our  wagons  arrive.  In  the  mean  time, 
such  companies  as  have  not  their  wagons  np  take  shelter  in  the  public 
houses  of  the  town.  Our  forward  movement  must  depend  in  a  great 
measure  on  the  ability  of  our  horses  to  transport  baggage.  The  men, 
too,  suffer  greatly  from  coughs  and  colds.  Our  sick  embarrass  us  much, 
in  the  absence  of  ambulances,  that  might  have  been  used  for  their  help, 
until  applied  to  their  legitimate  use. 

Mr.  Skeen,  the  intelligent  and  patriotic  citizen  to  whom  you  referred 
me,  has  aided  me  very  much  ;  and,  moreover,  has  promised  to  make  me 
a  correct  map  of  our  route  and  the  adjoining  country.   He,  with  others, 

Xthe  policy  of  occupying  what  is  called  Middle  Mountain,  fifteen 
in  advance  of  Elk  Mountain.  Without  doing  this,  a  large  number 
of  men,  loyal  to  our  cause,  as  well  as  much  property,  will  be  at  the 
mercy  of  the  enemy.  Midale  Mountain  is  a  branch  of  the  Cheat,  and, 
as  far  as  my  information  extends,  is  to  be  approached  by  only  one  road, 
the  one  that  we  may  defend.  The  Bath  Cavalry  will  scout,  before  to- 
morrow, as  far  as  the  farther  base  of  Elk  Mountain. 

We  shall  probably  soon  feel  the  want  of  artillery,  and  respectfully 
urge  you  to  send  it  on  as  soon  as  practicable ;  also  an  engineer,  as  you 
proposed.   Our  depot  is  not  yet  determined  on ;  as  soon  as  it  is,  I  shall 
have  the  honor  of  again  communicating  with  you. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  LEE. 

P.  *S. — I  had  written  the  above  before  the  arrival  of  Major  Byrd,  who 
handed  me  your  letter.  Mr.  Skeen  expressed  decidedly  the  opinion 
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will"  advance  by  oar  route,  other  movement*  being  mere 
to  conceal,  if  possible,  their  real  coarse.   I  fear  that  I  shall  lose 
services  of  the  Bath  Cavalry,  as  it  seems  to  be  almost  in  a  mutinous 
on  account  of  their  dislike  to  their  captain.    Captain  Gammon, 


however,  of  the  Pocahontas  Rescues,  will  fill  his  place,  as  far  as  infantry 
can.  Oar  principal  danger  seems  to  be  from  Huttonsville,  by  a  rough 
and  circuitous  route,  impracticable  to  wagons,  unless  the  enemy  have 
recently  worked  upon  it,  along  the  Elk  River,  to  our  rear.  Bach,  how- 
ever, is  the  terror  of  the  eaemy  at  meeting  oar  sharpshooters,  that  I 
think  we  can  keep  them  from  this  approach.  The  militia  of  Bath  and 
Pocahontas  will  need  five  hundred  gans,  and  I  wish  they  could  be  sent 
immediately.  I  shall  employ  such  as  have  rifles  immediately.  Major 
Byrd,  who  rode  forward  last  night,  is  satisfied  that  we  may  anticipate 
the  enemy  in  the  occupation  of  Middle  Mountain.  I  respectfhlly  sug- 
gest that  the  army  be  brought  from  McDowell,  and  be  ready  at  Mon- 
terey when  the  wagons  arrive,  which  will  be  preceded  by  Lieutenant 
Williams,  of  the  Bath  militia.  You  must  determine  as  to  ammunition. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  LEE. 


Headquarters  op  the  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  July  23, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  R.  Jackson,  Army  of  the  Northwest,  Monterey,  Va. : 

General:  I  have  received  your  two  letters  of  the  20th, •  reporting 
the  state  of  military  operations  in  the  northwest.  Tou  have  done  all 
under  the  circumstances  that  was  proper,  and  all  will  yet  be  well. 

Oar  brave  troops  most  bear  up  against  misfortune.  Reverses  mast 
happen,  bat  they  ought  only  to  stimulate  us  to  greater  efforts.  I  regret 
my  inability  to  repair  to  your  assistance,  bat  events  occarring  ia  our 
front  prevented.  I  am  sore  the  glorious  victory  there  achieved  will 
cheer  the  hearts  of  your  troops. 

At  the  first  report  of  the  retreat  from  Beverly,  anticipating  your 
wants,  I  ordered  ammunition,  tents,  blankets,  cooking  utensils,  and 
shoes  to  be  sent  to  you.  Bat,  unfortunately,  they  were  sent,  by  mistake, 
to  General  T.  J.  Jackson,  at  Winchester.  A  duplicate  supply  of  the 
articles  have  been  forwarded  to  Staunton.  General  Loring,  an  officer  of 
experience,  has  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Army  of  the 
Northwest,  and  he  is  accompanied  by  officers  who  have  served  years  on 
the  frontier. 

Foot  Virginia  regiments,  oue  Arkansas,  three  Tennessee,  and  two 
Georgia  regiments,  and  two  field  batteries  are  ordered  to  join  the  North- 
western Army.  This  force,  with  what  ought  to  be  organized  from  the 
hardy  mountaineers,  will  be  sufficient  to  drive  back  the  invaders.  There 
is  a  necessity  for  repelling  them,  and  it  mustr  be  done.  Every  assist- 
ance will  be  afforded  in  this  quarter. 
Respectfully,  &c, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding . 


Staunton,  Va.,  July  23, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  R.  E.  Leb: 

Your  dispatch  received.  The  Twelfth  Georgia  Regimeut,  Colouel 
Johnson ,  is  on  top  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains  near  Yager's ;  the  First 

•Not  found. 
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North  Carolina  Regiment  has  been  ordered  to  Elk  Mountain ;  Forty- 
fourth  Virginia  Regiment,  Colonel  Scott,  is  at  Monterey  j  Twenty- third 
Virginia  Regiment,  Colonel  Taliaferro,  is  at  McDowell's,  for  recruits ; 
First  Georgia  Regiment,  Colonel  Ramsey,  is  at  McDowell's,  to  recruit; 
Major  Jones,  with  live  iron  pieces  of  artillery,  is  with  the  Twelfth 
Georgia  Regiment j  Captain  Shumaker's  battery,  with  two  companies  of 
the  Twentieth  Regiment,  Captains  Jones  and  Bruce,  is  at  Monterey ;  six 
remnants  of  companies  of  the  Twentieth  Regiment  have  been  ordered 
to  general  headquarters,  and  are  on  the  march  for  Staunton.  This  was 
the  position  of  the  army  yesterday  at  4  p.  in.,  when  Major  Tyler  left 
Monterey.  I  would  suggest  that  our  forces  are  now  so  much  scattered 
that  the  three  Tennessee  regiments  be  sent  to  Monterey.  If  you  desire 
to  re-enforce  Elk  Mountain,  it  could  be  done  from  Monterey,  or  be  used 
to  oppose  the  advance  from  Cheat  Mountain,  if  it  should  be  attempted. 

M.  G.  HARMAN, 
Major,  Commanding. 

Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Va.,  July  23, 1861. 

Maj.  M.  G.  Harman,  Staunton,  Va.: 

General  Jackson  desires  troops  to  be  sent  by  Millborough,  to  re-enforce 
Elk  Mountain.  The  first  regiment  that  arrives  must  take  that  route, 
unless  General  Loring  orders  otherwise.  Send  Captain  Marye  by  Mill- 
borough,  and  comply  with  orders  from  the  commanding  general  without 
reference  here.  Unless  cavalry  is  called  for,  Major  Lee's  squadron  will 
await  orders. 

R.  E.  LEE. 


Headquarters, 
Monterey,  Va.,  July  23, 1861. 

Maj.  M.  G.  Harman,  Quartermaster,  Staunton,  Va.  : 

Dear  Sir  :  Tours  of  yesterday  has  just  been  placed  in  my  hands 
(about  7  a.  m.),  and  it  will  consequently  be  impossible  for  me  to  get  the 
courier  back  to  you  by  10  o'clock  this  morning. 

I  must  still  continue  to  press  upon  you  the  importance  of  sending 
troops,  with  supplies  and  ammunition,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  by  the 
way  of  Millborough,  to  the  Huttonsville  turnpike.  As  I  have  already 
written  and  telegraphed  to  yourself  and  to  headquarters,  this  point  is 
equidistant  from  Hunters v i  1 le  and  the  Millborough  Station,  and  the  road 
thither  is  a  common  country  road  and  very  rough.  Until  further  notice 
do  not  send  any  more  troops  to  this  point. 

I  do  not  think  that  Captain  Marye,s  artillery  will  be  in  any  danger 
whatsoever  between  Millborough  and  Huntersville.  Colonel  Lee's  com- 
mand will  be  on  the  road  in  advance  of  him,  and  between  himself  and 
the  enemy.  At  HunterBville  he  will  see  Captain  Cole,  with  whom  he 
can  confer  as  to  any  danger  beyond  that  point.  I  cannot  weaken 
Colonel  Lee's  command,  already  quite  too  small  for  the  end  to  be  accom- 
plished, in  order  to  guard  against  the  possibility  of  danger,  an* !  I  have 
no  cavalry  with  me  fit  to  be  sent  to  the  Warm  Springs  who  are  not  upon 
necessary  and  arduous  duty. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

H.  R.  JACKSON. 
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Headquarters, 

July  23,  1861. 

[General  Cooper  t] 

General  :  I  respectfully  inclose  herewith  a  note  just  received  from 
Colonel  Stuart.  The  President  knows  the  person  from  whom  the  colonel 
received  the  information  and  the  value  of  his  statements.  He  came 
with  a  Mr.  Magraw  to  ask  permission  to  come  within  our  lines  to  look 
for  the  body  of  a  friend ;  taking  this  course,  they  said,  because  a  rule 


by  their  authorities  forbids  flags  of  truce  in 
Colonel  Stuart  is  directed  to  treat  them  as  prisoners.  Should  they  be 
permitted  to  go  to  the  North  from  Richmond,  I  suggest  that  the  sea 
furnishes  their  best  route. 

The  last  paragraph  indicates  a  diversion  in  Western  Virginia  effected 
by  the  recent  battle. 
CoL  A.  W.  McDonald  has  just  reported  to  me,  and  been  ordered  to 
through  Staunton  to  the  forces  assembling  to  operate  against  the 
commanded  by  McClellan. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 
Briaadier-  General*  G.  8.  Army. 

[Inclosure.] 

Hdqrs.  Advance  Brigade,  Army  of  Potomac, 

Fairfax  Court-House,  July  23,  1861—10  a.  m. 

General  :  I  arrived  and  halted  beyond  the  town  at  9.30  a.  m.  Three 
wounded  officers  here.  I  had  already  sent  scouting  parties  around. 
The  enemy's  operations  may  be  known  by  the  papers  inclosed.  The 
retreat  continued  in  utter  disorder  into  Washington  City ;  50,000  said  to 
be  engaged.  I  send  a  letter  from  Arnold  Harris,  from  whom  I  got  the 
last  information.  I  have  retained  him  and  Magraw  and  party  as  pris- 
oners, and  urge  that  the  request  he  makes  be  refused.  He  says  McClel- 
lan has  been  ordered  to  succeed  McDowell  at  once.  I  send  a  late  file  of 
papers  obtained  from  him.  They  say  there  is  no  force  this  side  of 
Alexandria:  50,000  men  are  to  be  mustered  out  of  service  in 
days.  Banks  has  been  ordered  to  relieve  Patterson. 
Most  respectfully, 

J.  E.  B.  STUABT, 
Colonel, 


Headquarters  op  the  Forces, 

Richmond,  Va.,  July  24,  1861. 

Maj.  J.  Goroas, 

Chief  of  Ordnance,  0.  8.  Army,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Major  :  A  letter  has  just  been  received  from  General  Wise,  command- 
ing in  the  valley  of  the  Kanawha,  in  which  he  says  he  is  almost  with- 
out ammunition.  Will  you  have  sent  to  him,  by  the  Central  Railroad, 
to  Lewisburg,  a  full  supply,  suitable  for  the  arms  with  which  his  force 
js  supplied ! 

Eespectfully,  &c, 

B.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 


i 
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H.  A.  Wise. 

ling j  die, 


Headquarters, 

Richmond,  Va.,  July  24,  1861. 


Commandina.  dtc.  Kanawha  V alley.  Vet.: 

General  :  Your  letter  of  the  17th  has  just  been  received 
in unica ted  to  the  President.*  He  is  much  gratified  at  your  success,  and 
particularly  at  the  handsome  repulse  given  to  the  enemy  at  Scare  y  Greek 
and  his  subsequent  ejection  to  the  Pocotaligo.  Ton  will  have  learned 
of  the  disastrous  retreat  of  General  Garnet  t- s  command,  and  the  death 
of  that  gallant  officer.  It  is  reported  that  General  McOlellan  occupies 
Cheat  Mountain  Pass,  on  the  road  to  Monterey,  and  the  Middle  Mount- 
ain, on  the  road  to  Huntersville.  Should  he  reach  the  latter  point,  the 
road  is  open  to  him  to  Lewisburg,  to  torn  upon  you  or  to  seize  at  Mill- 
borough  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad.  An  effort  is  making  to  prevent 
his  advance,  and  troops  are  being  forwarded  to  occupy  Elk  Mountain, 
north  of  Huntersville,  and  the  Alleghany  Ridge,  on  the  routes  from 
Huttonsville  to  Staunton.  General  W.  W.  Luring  has  been  ordered  to 
the  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Northwest,  and  it  is  hoped  be  will  be 
able  to  check  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  A  concentration  of  all  the  forces 
in  that  region  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  and  it  becomes  neces- 
sary that  you  should  look  to  the  security  of  your  rear.  Keep  your  com- 
mand concentrated,  and  be  prepared  to  unite  with  General  Loring  or  oper- 
ate as  circumstances  on  your  line  of  communication  may  dictate,  xbu 
have  been  already  written  on  this  subject  by  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
General  of  the  Army.  There  is  no  objection ,  to  your  increasing  the 
strength  of  the  Legion,  but  you  will  perceive  that  at  this  time  re-enforce- 
ments cannot  be  sent  to  you  from  here,  from  the  necessity  of  restricting 
the  operations  of  the  enemy,  if  possible,  north  of  Pocahontas,  and  of 
strengthening  the  armies  of  the  Potomac,  which  have  won  a  glorious 
victory  in  front  of  Manassas.  It  was  hoped  that  the  good  citizens  of 
Kanawha  Valley  would  by  this  time  have  rallied  under  your  standard 
and  given  you  the  force  you  desired.  The  late  proclamation  of  the  gov- 
ernor, authorizing  the  mobilization  of  the  militia  of  the  State,  a  copy 
of  which  is  inclosed,  will,  I  trust,  yet  give  you  the  troops  you  desire. 
Ammunition  has  been  sent  you.  More  will  be  forwarded.  Arms  can- 
not be  forwarded  except  under  an  escort  of  troops  and  on  requisitions. 
The  inventory  you  refer  to  in  your  letter  was  not  inclosed.  The  diffi- 
culties that  surround  you  are  fully  appreciated,  but  great  reliance  is 
placed  on  your  wisdom,  energy,  and  valor.  At  this  time  there  are  no 
12-pounder  howitzers  ror  issue.  If  any  can  be  procured  they  will  be 
forwarded,  with  a»  supply  of  ammunition. 

Iam,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  LEE, 


P.  S. — A  field  battery  of  three  iron  6- pounders  and  one  12-pounder 
howitzer,  Captain  Kirby,  is  almost  ready  to  be  sent  to  you,  and  will  be 
forwarded  with  all  dispatch. 


Headquarters  of  the  Forces, 

Norfolk,  Fa.,  July  24,  1861. 

Mai.  Gen.  R.  E.  Lee.  Commandina: 

General  \  I  have  gone  on  from  day  to  day  strengthening  our  de- 
fenses, and  more  effectually  guarding  all  the  shores  from  an  attempt  of 
the  enemy  to  land,  and  will  soon  be  well  protected,  and  have  no  objeo- 


•  See  report  of  action  at  Scarey  Creek,  July  17,  p.  888. 
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tion  to  encourage  a  landing.  I  have  heard  from  Major  Ramseur  that  his 
battery  of  six  pieces  will  leave  Baleigh  to-morrow  tor  Suffolk,  where  he 
will  report  to  General  Pemberton  for  duty  with  his  brigade  along  James 
River,  west  of  NansemoncL  Four  other  field  batteries,  of  four  pieces 
each,  are  now  nearly  equipped.  These  have  been  got  up  by  great  ex- 
ertions by  General  Pemberton,  and  the  caissons  and  harness  will  soon 
be  done.  One  battery  is  on  the  coast,  west  of  Craney  Island,  and  the 
other  three  still  at  a  camp  of  instruction,  on  Tanner's  Creek ;  and,  be- 
ing fitted  up,  I  can  now  use  them,  if  necessary.  1  am  moving  the  regi- 
ments down,  to  guard  the  beach  on  Eastern  Peninsula  and  the  passes 
on  the  roads  beyond  the  intrenched  camp  j  and  what  I  want  to  say  to 
you  is,  that  now  I  will  soon  be  ready,  if  we  have  been  able  to  make  any 
rifled  cannon  of  large  caliber,  to  place  a  battery,  properly  guarded,  on 
the  point  nearest  to  Old  Point — distance  to  wharf  at  Old  Point  just 
three  miles.  Their  fire  will  be  dangerous  to  shipping,  and  will  make 
the  landing  of  steamboats  at  the  wharves  there  a  troublesome  operation. 
Guns  might  have  been  established  there  before,  but  other  than  rifled 
cannon  would  have  bad  little  or  no  effect,  and  only  provoked  an  attack, 
for  which  we  were  not  then  prepared.  Hereafter  I  shall  be  glad  to  re- 
ceive one.  Will  you  please  let  me  know  if  a  battery  of,  say,  four  rifled 
guns,  heavy  caliber,  can  be  had  !  I  have  heard  Mr.  Anderson  was  mak- 
ing some.  I  make  this  private,  as  I  do  not  wish  it  spoken  of.  I  impress 
on  every  one  that  I  have  a  great  contempt  for  firing  at  long  range,  and 
order  no  battery  to  fire  until  they  are  sure  to  hit ;  but,  when  I  am  all 
ready,  I  know  good  rifled  guns  can  damage  shipping  (not  batteries)  at 
three  miles,  elevation  from  16°  to  20°;  acolumbiad  would  require  35°. 
Let  me  have  your  views. 
Yours,  truly, 

BEN  J.  HUGEIi, 
Brigadier- General. 


Hdqrs.  Aemy  op  Northwestern  Virginia, 

Monterey,  Fa.,  July  24, 1861. 

Col.  Georoe  Deas,  Ansvttant  Adjutant- General : 

Sir  :  The  Arkansas  regiment,  Colonel  Rust  commanding,  reached  this 
point  the  day  before  yesterday,  and  was  sent  forward  yesterday,  upon 
this  road,  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Johnson's  command,  seven  miles  in 
the  rear  of  which  they  are  now  stationed.  The  absolute  want  of  water 
rendered  it  impossible  that  these  commands  could  be  brought  nearer 
together,  and  we  are  destined  to  encounter  the  same  difficulty  along 
the  entire  road  from  Monterey  to  the  Alleghany.  While  this  may  seem 
to  be  a  cause  of  serious  weakness,  giving  the  enemy  an  opportunity  of 
taking  our  forces  in  detail,  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  the  character  of  the 
road  is  such  as  to  render  it  utterly  impossible  for  any  body  of  men 
larger  than  a  regiment  to  operate  effectively  at  the  same  time.  I  have 
no  doubt,  therefore,  that  the  intervening  mountains  can  be  defended 

Sr  our  force,  small  as  it  is,  against  any  regular  approach  of  the  enemy, 
y  great  cause  of  uneasiness  is,  that  a  part  of  them  may  possibly  be 
turned  and  cut  off.  This  is  to  be  guarded  against,  of  course,  by  vigi- 
lance and  by  scouting ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  troops  upon 
which  we  must  rely  for  the  discharge  of  that  duty  are  sadly  inefficient. 
They  are  all,  both  cavalry  and  infantry,  volunteers  and  militia  from 
this  region  of  Virginia,  and,  from  the  perpetual  applications  made  to 
me  for  the  furlough,  not  simply  of  officers  and  privates,  but  of  comna- 
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nies  and  entire  commands,  I  feel  assured  that  nearly  th< 
retire  from  the  field  if  they  were  permitted  to  do  so. 

At  Monterey  we  now  have  left  the  commands  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Jackson,  Colonel  Fulkerson,  Colonel  Scott,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hansborough,  Captain  Jackson's  three  companies  of  cavalry,  and  Cap- 
tain Shumaker's  and  Captain  Rice's  artillery,  with  three  guns  between 
them,  the  aggregate  strength  being  some  eighteen  hundred  men.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  this  will  be  daily  increased  by  the  restoration  to 
health  of  the  sick  and  the  return  to  duty  of  the  absent.  Without  tents 
or  camp  equipage,  and  with  but  the  clothing  upon  their  backs,  the 
horses  of  the  artillery  and  cavalry  jaded  and  galled,  this  force  is  far 
from  efficient. 

Twelve  miles  in  the  rear  of  us  are  stationed  what  is  left  of  the  First 
Georgia  Regiment,  Twenty-third  Virginia  (Colonel  Taliaferro's),  and 
Colonel  Pegram's  regiment.  As  they  become  fit  for  doty,  or,  in  case  of 
urgent  necessity,  they  will  be  ordered  again  to  advance.  I  am  sorry  to 
say  th  t  the  Georgia  regiment  seems  to  have  been  almost  wholly  dis- 
organized, and  that  what  I  said  in  praise  of  their  conduct  upon  the  re- 
treat of  General  Garnett  was  not  warranted  by  the  facts. 

Despite  the  weakness  of  our  column  upon  this  line,  as  compared  with 
the  strength  of  the  enemy,  I  have  not  hesitated  to  order  Colonel  Gil- 
bam,  with  two  regiments  and  a  battalion  of  four  companies  (who  arrived 
on  yesterday),  to  proceed  at  once  to  Hnntersville,  to  the  support  of 
Colonel  Lee,  upon  the  Huttonsville  turnpike.  You  will  perceive,  from 
the  letter  of  that  most  efficient  officer  of  the  22d  instant,  that  he  had 
arrived  at  Hnntersville,  took  up  his  line  of  march  yesterday,  and,  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  may  be  to-day  in  the  vicinity  of  Middle  Mountain.  I  must 
confess  that  I  feel  no  little  anxiety  about  him,  and  would  have  been 
happy,  indeed,  if  Colonel  Gilham's  command  had  joined  him  at  Hunters- 
viiie,  wmcn  mignt  nave  oeen  accoinpnsnea  nad  tney  started,  in  accord- 
ance with  my  suggestion,  from  the  Millborough  Station,  on  the  Central 
Railroad.  Being  assured  that  Colonel  Gilham's  commission  was  older 
than  that  of  Colonel  Lee,  I  have  assigned  him  to  the  command  of  all 
the  forces  upomthat  line. 

Constant  applications  are  made  to  me  to  furnish  horses  to  such  of 
the  cavalry  as  have  lost  theirs  in  the  field.  I  will  be  grateful  to  know 
what  course  I  am  to  pursue  in  reference  to  them. 

I  trust  that  I  shall  be  excused  for  writing  so  frequently  and  so  much; 
but  I  have  felt  it  to  be  due  to  all  concerned  that  a  full  picture  of  our 
actual  situation  and  condition  should  be  regularly  presented  to  the 
commanding  general. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  R.  JACKSON, 
Brigadier  General j  Commanding. 


Richmond,  Va.,  July  25, 1861—5.30  a.  m. 

General  S.  R.  Anderson,  Lynchburg,  Va. : 

The  President  directs  that  you  proceed  immediately  to  Scott  and  Lee 
Counties,  Virginia,  and  seize  and  punish  a  party  of  invaders  said  to  be 
committing  depredations  at  Estillville  and  in  that  region.  Make  use 
for  this  purpose  of  the  two  Tennessee  regiments  at  Bristol  and  any 
other  troops,  volunteers  or  militia,  whose  services  you  may  find  avail- 
able. Supply  yourself  with  ammunition,  powder,  and  lead.  Celerity 
and  caution  are  necessary. 

S.  COOPER, 
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Headquarters  Army  op  the  Northwest, 

Monterey,  Va.,  July  25, 186L 

Col.  George  Deas, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Colonel.:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  upon. reaching  here,  I 
found  the  command  very  much  scattered,  and  I  am  now  endeavoring 
to  concentrate  it  at  points  of  strength  near  the  Alleghany  and  on  the 
turnpike  from  Millborough  to  Huntersville.  Before  my  arrival  General 
Jackson  had  forwarded  two  regiments  of  infantry  in  the  direction  of 
Elk  Mountain.  We  have  no  positive  information  of  their  reaching  it, 
but  we  have  heard  indirectly  that  Colonel  Lee  had  succeeded  in  getting 
to  Middle  Mountain>  and  was  in  position.  I  shail  push  forward  re-en- 
forcements to  him,  and  thus  secure  the  turnpike  and  Central  Railroad 
in  that  direction.  I  shall  also  re-enforce  Colonel  Johnson,  who  is  in 
position  on  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  which  is  not  thought  to  be  a  very 
strong  one. 

No  information  has  been  received  from  Generals  Wise  or  Floyd,  except 
a  rumor  that  the  former  had  been  victorious  in  a  fight  with  the  enemy, 
and  that  McClellan  had  sent  Colonel  McCook,  with  one  regiment  of  in- 
fantry and  a  battery  of  artillery,  to  meet  General  w i sc.  Should  Gen- 
erals Wise  and  Floyd  be  delayed,  it  will  be  very  necessary  to  send  ad- 
ditional forces  to  this  point  and  Huntersville,  in  order  to  secure  beyond 
doubt  the  pass  of  the  Alleghany  and  the  turnpike  leading  to  the  Central 
Road.  This  is  rendered  more  necessary  in  consequence  of  the  utter 
demoralization  of  Colonel  Ramsey's  regiment  of  Georgia  volunteers. 
Two  other  regiments  are  somewhat  in  the  same  condition.  Upon  my 
arrival  at  Staunton,  day  before  yesterday,  I  there  found  a  large  number 
of  officers  and  several  hundred  men  belonging  to  Colonel  Ramsey's  and 
to  other  regiments,  with  leaves  of  absence  to  visit  Georgia  and  other 
places.  I  immediately  countermanded  all  of  the  furloughs,  and  ordered 
a  competent  officer  stationed  there  to  take  charge  of  them,  and  to  per- 
mit neither  officer  nor  man  to  leave  without  authority  from  me.  En 
route  from  Staunton  I  passed  large  numbers  on  the  road,  and  was  told 
that  the  farm  houses  on  the  road  were  filled  with  them.  This  is  in  con- 
sequence of  Colonel  Ramsey — stationed  by  General  Jackson  some  ten 
miles  below  this  point— having  given  his  entire  regiment  leaves  of 
absence.  I  have  directed  that  every  effort  be  made  to  concentrate  them, 
but  it  may  now  be  impossible  to  do  so.  I  have  ordered  the  arrest  of 
Colonel  Ramsey.  At  the  latest  dates  neither  the  Tennessee  nor  Georgia 
regiments  of  infantry,  nor  the  Georgia  battery  of  artillery,  which  were 
assigned  to  this  army,  had  reached  Staunton. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  LORING, 


Special  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  First  Corps,  Army  Potomac, 

No.  169.        S  Ma  nassas  Junction,  Va,,  July  25,  1861. 

L  The  subdivisions  of  this  army  corps  will  be  organized  at  once  as 
follows : 

First  Brigade,  General  M.  L.  Bonham,  commanding:  Second  South 
Carolina  Regiment  of  Volunteers,  Col.  J.  B.  Kershaw;  Third  South 
Carolina  Regiment  of  Volunteers,  Col.  J.  H.  Williams ;  Seventh  South 
Carolina  Regiment  of  Volunteers,  Col.  Thomas  G.  Bacon,  and  Eighth 
South  Carolina  Regiment  of  Volunteers,  CoL  E.  B.  C.  Cash. 
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Second  Brigade,  General  R.  S.  BwelL  commanding:  Fifth  Alabama 
Begiment  of  Volunteers,  Ool.  B  B.  Boaes;  Sixth  Alabama  Regiment 
of  Volunteers,  Col.  J.  J.  Seibels;  Thirteenth  [12th Yj  Alabama  Begiment 
of  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  Theodore  O'Hara.  and  Twelfth  Mississippi 
Regiment  of  Volunteers,  Ool.  Richard  Griffith. 

Third  Brigade,-  General  D.  B.  Jones,  commanding:  Fourth  South 
Carolina  Regiment  of  Volunteers,  Col.  J.  B.  £.  Sloan:  Fifth  South 
Carolina  Regiment  of  Volunteers,  Col.  M.  Jenkins;  Sixth  South  Caro- 
lina Regiment  of  Volunteers,  Col.  C.  S.  Winder,  and  Ninth  South 
Carolina  Regiment  of  Volunteers,  Col.  J.  D.  Blanding. 

Fourth  Brigade,  General  James  Longstreet,  commanding:  First  Vir- 
ginia Begiment  of  Volunteers,  Col.  P.  T.  Moore;  Seventh  Virginia 
Begiment  of  Volunteers,  Col.  J.  L.  Kemper;  Eleventh  Virginia  Begi- 
ment of  Volunteers,  Col.  S.  Garland,  jr.,  and  Seventeenth  Virginia  Begi- 
ment of  Volunteers,  Col.  M.  D.  Corse. 

Fifth  Brigade,  General  Philip  St.  George  Cocke,  commanding:  Eight- 
eenth Virginia  Regiment  of  Volunteers,  Col.  B.  E.  Withers;  Nineteenth 
Virginia  Begiment  of  Volunteers,  Lieut  Col.  J.  B.  Strange;  Twenty- 
eighth  Virginia  Begiment  of  Volunteers,  Col.  B.  T.  Preston,  and  Forty- 
ninth  Virginia  Begiment  of  Volunteers,  Ool.  William  Smith. 

Sixth  Brigade,  Col.  J.  A.  Early,  commanding:  Fifth  North  Carolina 
Regiment  of  Volunteers,  Col.  D.  K.  McRae;  Eleventh  North  Caro- 
lina Regiment  of  Volunteers,  Col.  W.  W.  Kirk  land ;  Thirteenth  North 
Carolina  Regiment  of  Volunteers,  Col.  J.  F.  Hoke,  and  Twenty-fourth 
Virginia  Regiment  of  Volunteers,  Colonel  J.  A.  Early. 

Seventh  Brigade,  Col.  N.  G.  Evans,  commanding:  Thirteenth  Missis- 
sippi Begiment  of  Volunteers,  Ool.  William  Barksdale;  Seventeenth 
Mississippi  Begiment  of  Volunteers,  Col.  W.  S.  Featherston,  and  Eight- 
eenth Mississippi  Regiment  of  Volunteers,  Col.  E.  R.  Burt 

Eighth  Brigade:  Sixth  Louisiana  Regiment  of  Volunteers,  Col.  J.  G. 
Seymour  |  Seventh  Louisiana  Regiment  of  Volunteers,  CoL  Harry  T. 
Hays;  Eighth  Louisiana  Regiment  of  Volunteers,  CoL  H.  B.  Kelly,  and 
Ninth  Louisiana  Begiment  of  Volunteers,  Col.  Bichard  Taylor. 

Special  battalion,  CoL  0.  B.  Wheal. 

Separate  command,  Eighth  Virginia  Regiment  of  Volunteers,  Col. 
Eppa  Hunton,  Leesburg,  Va.,  Hampton's  Legion. 

II.  The  horse  artillery,  for  the  present,  will  be  placed:  Kemper's 
battery  with  the  First  Brigade.  Shields'  battery  with  the  Fourth  Brig- 
ade, and  Latham's  battery  with  the  Fifth  Brigade.  Walton's  battery 
will  concentrate  at  or  about  the  left  of  Mitchell's  Ford,  for  the  purposes 
of  instruction. 

III.  The  cavalry,  for  the  present,  will  be  distributed  in  the  following 
manner:  Colonel  Radford,  with  six  companies,  will  be  on  duty  with  the 
First  Brigade  while  in  advance.  The  remaining  four  companies  of  Bad- 
ford's  regiment,  with  Lieutenant  Colonel  Muuford,  will  report  for  service 
with  the  Fourth  Brigade. 

IV.  Such  changes  as  are  involved  in  these  orders  will  be  made  with- 
out delay. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard: 

THOMAS  JORDAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Richmond,  July  26, 1861. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Manassas: 

Report  here  is  that  many  arms  are  being  taken  off  the  field  by  irre- 
sponsible persons.   We  have  regiments  for  the  war  unarmed  and  wait- 
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ing  orders.  Otker  regiments  for  the  war  badly  armed.  The  war  regi- 
ments should  have  the 

ulvnt: 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


By  order  of  the  President: 


Lynchburg,  July  20, 1861. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker  : 

Your  dispatch  received*  I  have  ordered  two  regiments  from  Bristol. 
There  is  still  one  more  at  Bristol.  Shall  I  order  thatt  Shall  I  remain 
heret   Give  me  instructions  as  to  my  course. 

S.  R.  ANDERSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Richmond,  July  20, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  R.  Anderson,  Lynchburg: 

My  telegram  to  you  by  direction  of  the  President  supersedes  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  yon.  Countermand  your  orders 
to  the  troops  at  Bristol,  and  proceed  yourself  to  that  place  and  carry 
out  the  President's  orders. 

S.  COOPER, 


Headquarters, 
Richmond,  Va„  July  26, 1861. 

General  B.  Huoer,  Commanding  Forces,  Norfolk,  Va. : 

General:  I  am  much  gratified  to  learn  the  progress  made  in  the 
defenses  at  Norfolk  and  the  arrangements  to  prevent  the  landing  on  our 
shores.  If  the  attempt  is  made,  the  invaders  must  be  repelled.  Your 
course  has  beeu  very  judicious  in  not  planting  a  battery  opposite  Fort 
Monroe  before  prepared  to  maintain  it  and  make  it  effective.  If  you 
are  in  that  condition  now,  the  time  has  arrived  for  its  establishment, 
and  you  are  authorized  to  do  it  at  once.  I  will  next  week  send  yon 
two  8  inch  Columbia* Is,  rifled,  the  guns  being  of  the  weight  and  size  of 
the  9-inch,  and  they  will  be  followed  in  a  few  days,  I  hope,  by  two  of 
9-inch  caliber,  rifled,  but  of  the  10-inch  size.  The  carriages  for  the  first 
two  named,  with  traverse  plates,  are  ready,  though  the  guns  are  not, 
the  machinery  for  that  caliber  not  being  perfected.  Make  your  arrange- 
ments and  inform  me  of  your  facilities  for  constructing  carriages  and 
what  else  you  require  that  I  can  supply.  Take  every  precaution  for  the 
security  of  the  men  at  the  battery.  Select  your  officers  and  men,  and 
be  prepared  for  strenuous  resistance  by  the  enemy.  The  co- operation 
of  the  Navy  will  be  requested,  at  your  demand.  Keep  yonr  arrange- 
secret,  until  yon  choose  to  disclose  them. 
I  am,  &c, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding. 
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Richmond,  Va.,  July  26, 
General  H.  A.  Wise, 

Commanding,  dec.,  Kanawha  Valley,  Va. : 

General  :  I  state  for  your  information  that  General  S.  R.  Anderson, 
with  two  regiments  from  Tennessee,  has  been  ordered  to  the  counties 
of  Scott,  Lee,  &c.,  with  such  other  force  as  he  may  collect,  to  drive 
back  the  invaders  from  that  region.  I  hope  he  will  be  able  to  relieve 
you  from  some  of  the  pressure  on  your  point.  All  the  disposable  am- 
munition at  this  place  has  been  ordered  to  Lewisburg  for  your  column. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  LEE, 


Manassas,  July  27, 1861. 

General  S.  Cooper: 

Your  dispatch  in  reference  to  arms  abandoned  by  the  enemy  has  been 
received.  Tell  the  President  that  General  Beauregard  and  myaelf  have 
been  using  all  our  available  means  to  collect  these  arms. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Richmond,  July  27, 1861. 

General  S.  R.  Anderson,  Lynchburg,  Va.  : 

Order  the  regiment  to  Lynchburg  and  thence  to  Staunton.  You  will 
receive  orders  controlling  your  personal  movements. 

L.  P.  WALKER. 


Richmond,  July  27,  1801. 

General  S.  R.  Anderson,  Lynchburg,  Va.  : 

The  three  Tennessee  regiments  first  advanced  will  be  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Donelson.  The  other  two  regiments  under  your  com- 
mand you  will  order  to  Bristol,  where  fuller  orders  will  reach  you. 

L.  P.  WALKER. 


Ltnchburo,  July  27, 1861. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker: 

Adjutant-General  Cooper  ordered  me  to  Bristol  on  last  night  To-day 
you  order  me  to  have  the  troops  at  Bristol  brought  to  Lynchburg.  How 
many  regiments  do  you  want  ordered  here,  and  shall  I  remain  here  or 
go  to  Bristol  f   Answer  this  evening.   I  do  not  know  what  to  do. 

S.  R.  ANDERSON, 


Lynchburg,  Va.,  July  27, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War: 

Your  dispatch  received.  I  have  ordered  two  regiments.  Shall  I 
order  the  third  t   I  wait  for  personal  orders. 

S.  R.  ANDERSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Headquarters  of  the  Forces, 

Richmond,  Fa.,  July  27, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmrb, 

Commanding  at  Fredericksburg,  Brooke's  Station,  Fa. : 

General  :  I  regret  to  learn  that  the  proposed  construction  of  the 
batteries  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rappahannock  at  this  time  will  interfere 
with  your  arrangements.   I  had  hoped  it  would  occupy  time  that  could 

lbmit 


be  thus  advantageously  used.  I  have,  however,  submitted  the  ques- 
tions to  the  President,  who^  concurring  in  the  general  advantages  of 
occupying  the  Potomac,  thinks  it  more  prudent  first  to  shut  up  the 
Rappahannock.  I  shall  not  enter  into  the  arguments  bearing  on  the 
questions  at  this  time,  as  they  will  no  doubt  present  themselves  to 
you,  but  will  merely  state  that  the  latter  object  is  one  of  defense,  not 
merely  of  the  banks  of  the  river,  but  of  the  country  to  your  rearj 
whereas  the  former  is  one  of  defense,  to  be  entered  on  as  soon  as  you 
are  ready  to  oppose  the  resistance  that  will  be  offered  by  the  enemy. 
I  do  not  think  the  Rappahannock  will  occupy  you  long,  if  the  work  is 

prosecuted 


witn  promptness  ana  prosecuted  witn  vigor.  Ana  in  tms 
view  I  recommend  that  you  undertake  it  with  sufficient  force  to  prevent 
its  interruption.  After  the  batteries  are  placed  in  a  defensive  position, 
your  covering  force  can  be  withdrawn  and  left  to  the  garrisons  you 
assign  them.  Two  companies  might  be  taken  for  the  battery  on  Gray's 
Point  from  Lowry,  two  from  the  point  near  by,  and  two  others,  prob- 
ably of  those  mentioned  in  a  "former  letter,  reported  to  have  been  organ- 
ized. A  battery  of  light  artillery  will  be  necessary  until  some  of  the 
heavy  guns  are  in  position,  and  one  or  more  good  regiments,  as  you  may 
determine.  The  garrison  of  the  battery  on  Cherry  Point  can  be  organ- 
ized from  volunteers  from  the  counties  north  of  the  Rappahannock.  All 
the  arrangements  are  left  to  your  judgment  As  soon  as  you  get  these 
points  secure  your  movable  force  will  be  available  for  the  Potomac  or 
other  location,  where  you  must  be  prepared  for  their  resistance,  and  I 
shall  be  prepared  to  send  you  every  assistance  in  my  power.  I  hope 
you  will  endeavor  to  close  the  Rappahannock  as  soon  as  possible.  A 
request  has  been  made  to  the  governor  of  North  Carolina  to  send  you  a 
light  battery  from  that  State. 
Respectfully, 

R.  B.  LEE, 


Hdqrs.  op  Forces  in  and  around  Cockletown, 

July  27, 1861. 

Maj.  G.  B.  Cosby, 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  exceeded,  in  part,  the  in- 
struct  ions  of  the  general  for  carrying  off  the  negroes  from  below  Young's 
and  Harrod's  Mills  yesterday.  In  order  to  proceed  with  the  greatest 
security,  I  moved  my  whole  command,  leaving  one  hundred  men  in 
charge  of  a  sick  field  officer,  with  my  caissons  and  transportation  at  this 
point.  I  sent  picked  men  in  advance  to  take  such  positions  that  the 
enemy  could  not  leave  Hampton  or  Newport  News  without  my  being 
duly  apprised  of  it  These  men  were  followed  by  my  cavalry,  under 
Lieu  tenant- Colonel  Hood,  who  was  directed  to  take  the  Back  River 
road.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gumming  was  stationed  at  the  New  Market 
Bridge,  with  two  howitzers,  his  own  and  Major  Irby's  battalions,  and  a 
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portion  of  the  North  Carolina  battalion.  With  the  remaining  force  I 
look  my  position  at  the  junction  of  Maney's  road,  to  prevent  the  march 
of  the  enemy  from  Newport  News  on  to  the  Sawyer  Swamp  road,  to  the 
rear  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gumming. 

About  5  o'clock  I  received  an  express  from  Colonel  Hood,  informing 
me  that  he  had  executed  his  orders,  when  I  directed  Colonel  Cumming 
to  fall  back.  I  returned  to  this  point  with  my  whole  command,  and  re- 
occupied  the  same  position  I  had  left  in  the  morning. 

After  dark  I  sent  Captain  Phillips,  with  a  detachment  of  thirty  dra- 
goons, to  bring  off  the  negroes  on  the  James  River  side  of  the  Peninsula 
from  the  vicinity  of  Newport  News. 

Captain  Phillips  returned  this  morning,  having  executed  his  orders 
with  the  skill  and  promptness  for  which  he  has  been  commended.  One 
negro  escaped  from  him  by  jumping  out  of  a  window.  He  was  shot  at 
by  the  guard,  but  escaped  unhurt 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  list  of  negroes  furnished  me 
by  Colonel  Hood.  I  would  especially  call  the  attention  of  the  command- 
ing general  to  the  necessity  of  closely  guarding  the  negroes  taken  from 
the  James  River  side.  They  have  been  constantly  in  communication 
with  the  enemy,  and  evinced  the  strongest  dislike  to  being  taken. 

Whilst  in  position  yesterday  the  enemy  moved  out  or  Hampton  in 
considerable  force,  leading  me  to  believe  that  perhaps  they  contemplated 
an  attack  on  my  command.  They  passed  on  to  Newport  News,  although 
they  were  well  aware  that  Colonel  Hood's  command  was  scattered 
through  the  Back  River  country;  some  of  them  had  fired  upon  the  ve- 
dettes. Reports  have  reached  me  that  troops  have  embarked  at  New- 
port News  yesterday.  I  do  not  accredit  this.  I  am  rather  of  the  opinion 
that  Newport  News  has  been  re-enforced  from  Hampton.  I  would  also 
report  that  I  have  duly  consulted  with  Colonel  Hood  and  Captain 
Phillips,  as  directed,  and  with  other  intelligent  officers,  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  destroying  the  telegraph  between  Hampton  and  Newport 
News,  and  have  decided  that  the  risk  attending  the  execution  with  a 
large  force  would  be  too  great  for  the  benefit  that  would  be  derived  from 
its  destruction.  It  is  considered  that  the  position  of  the  force  would  be 
extremely  hazardous,  as  it  would  be  between  Hampton,  Newport  News, 
and  Fortress  [Monroe] ;  have  but  one  road  to  retreat  by  if  forced  to  re- 
tire ;  and  that  it  would  be  particularly  hazardous,  as  it  would  be  scat- 
tered over  a  considerable  distance  at  all  times  whilst  executing  the 
order. 

A  small  party  can  destroy  the  communication  by  telegraph  at  any 
time  that  it  may  be  deemed  proper  to  make  a  demonstration  against 
either  end  of  it.  If  destroyed  now,  it  would  be  reconstructed,  and  so 
guarded  as  to  render  a  nocturnal  communication  with  Hampton  more 
difficult  than  it  is  now. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  gain  any  information  as  to  the  number  and 
the  whereabouts  of  the  surf-boats.  I  am  under  the  impression  that 
these  boats  cannot  be  destroyed  without  passing  through  the  whole  of 
the  enemy's  lines :  an  impossibility.  This  opinion  is  formed  from  con- 
versations with  officers  of  my  command  intimately  acquainted  with  all 
the  localities  in  the  far  end  of  the  Peninsula. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  report,  furnished  me  by  Sarg.  G.  W. 
Semple  this  morning.  I  would  earnestly  request  that  it  be  considered 
at  once  by  the  general  commanding.  Commanding  officers  of  bat- 
talions are  constantly  reporting  additional  cases  of  sickness  in  their 
commands. 

I  sent  all  the  spades  and  axes  to  York  to  wn  this  morning  that  could 
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be  gathered  together.  I  also  sent  the  flag  of  trace  to  Fortress  Monroe 
this  morning,  as  directed  by  the  general,  and  with  it  a  cart  for  the  bag- 
gage of  the  officers,  prisoners  at  Yorktown,  I  took  occasion,  having 
learned  through  the  New  York  Herald  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pegram 
was  a  prisoner  at  the  fort,  to  request  that  he  might  be  allowed  to  send 
to  me  such  letters  as  he  might  desire  to  send  his  family  in  Richmond, 
and  stated  the  condition  of  the  wounded  officers  recently  captured. 
Since  the  burning  of  the  vessels  on  York  River  the  enemy  have  kept 
close  in  their  lines.  I  think  this  is  due  to  the  strong  force  under  my  com- 
mand. 

As  soon  as  I  am  furnished  with  sufficient  transportation.  I  will  com- 
plete my  instructions  in  regard  to  the  rest  of  the  negroes.  The  forward- 
ing of  those  sent  to  Williamsburg  has  exhausted  all  the  means  at  my 
disposal.  Having  executed  these  instructions  at  the  most  exposed 
points,  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  me  to  remain  here.  They  can  be 
completed  from  Young's  and  Harrod's  Mills.   I  will  await  the  order  to 


to  that  position,  unless  the  necessity  for  doing  so 
greater  than  at  present 
I  forgot  to  report,  in  mentioning  yesterday's  proceedings,  that  the 
made  two  attempts  to  inspect  us  in  balloons. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

0  lonel  /C^^Ti^U' 


Lynchburg,  July  28, 1861. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker  : 

There  have  been  ordered  by  your  instructions  to  Lynchburg  five  regi- 
ments, three  of  whom  have  been  forwarded  to  and  are  now  at  Staunton, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Hatton,  Colonel  Forbes,  and  Colonel  Maney. 
These  are  the  three  first  advanced.  The  other  two  are  commanded  by 
Colonel  Fulton  aud  Colonel  Savage.  Part  of  Fulton's  command  has 
already  reached  Lynchburg,  and  the  remainder,  with  Savage's  regiment, 
will  probably  reach  here  to-day  or  to-night.  At  Haynesville  and  Bris- 
tol, East  Tennessee,  there  are  three  regiments,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Battle,  Colonel  Newman,  and  Colonel  Rains,  ordered  there  from  Middle 
Tennessee.  Your  order  yesterday  evening  was  to  forward  the  two  ad- 
ditional regiments  expected  here  to  Staunton.  Under  your  telegram 
to-day  I  have  to  ask  whether  I  shall  order  these  regiments  (Fulton's  and 
Savage's)  to  remain  here,  go  to  Staunton,  or  to  return  to  Bristol.  I 
proceed  to  Bristol  this  evening.  Answer  to  my  acting  aide,  Col.  G.  P. 
Smith,  at  this  point 

S.  R.  ANDERSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters, 
Manassas,  July  28, 1861. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

General  :  This  army,  both  General  Beauregard's  troops  and  mine, 
is  without  adequate  means  of  transportation.  It  would  be  impossible 
to  maneuver  for  want  of  it.  I  respectfully  ask  that  the  Quartermaster- 
General  be  directed  to  take  measures  for  the  immediate  purchase  of  a 
large  number  of  wagons  and  teams.   Agents  should  be  sent  to  differ- 
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ent  parts  of  the  State  and  wherever  else  may  be  deemed  expedient 
This  need  is  urgent.  Our  enemies  are  exerting  themselves  to  the  ut- 
most. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 
General,  G.  8.  Army. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Northwest, 

Monterey,  Va.,  July  28, 1861. 

Col.  George  Dras, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  of  the  Forces,  Richmond,  Va.: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  troops  on  this  line  since  my  arrival : 

We  occupy  (with  one  regiment  of  infantry  and  two  pieces  of  artillery, 
with  two  regiments  of  infantry  at  the  base  of  the  mountain)  the  pass 
in  the  Alleghany  Mountains  in  front  of  this  place.  The  enemy,  with 
about  the  same  force,  hold  the  strong  pass  in  the  Cheat  Mountain,  dis- 
tant from  our  position  about  eighteen  miles.  From  the  best  information 
which  we  can  obtain,  they  are  at  several  points  between  the  Cheat  Pass 
and  Beverly,  distant  about  twenty-three  miles.  Before  my  arrival  Gen- 
eral Jackson  had  marched  a  force  to  occupy  the  passes  on  the  Hunters- 
ville  and  Huttonsville  turnpike. 

On  yesterday  Colonel  Lee's  regiment  of  North  Carolina  volunteers 
was  at  the  base  of  Elk  Mountain,  eleven  miles  in  advance  of  Hunters- 
ville,  and  will  soon  be  in  position  at  the  Elk  Mountain  Pass.  The  Bath 
Cavalry  were  still  farther  advanced,  at  the  Big  Spring,  twenty-eight 
miles  from  Huntersville. 

Colonel  Gilham.  with  two  regiments,  on  yesterday  at  Huntersville, 
will  join  Colonel  Lee  as  soon  as  he  can  get  necessary  supplies,  which 
were  en  route  for  him  from  the  depot  recently  established  at  Millborough. 

About  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  Pocahontas  militia  have  been 
mustered  into  service.  Eighty  of  them  are  now  organized  as  spies  and 
guides^  and  are  watching  closely  all  of  the  mountain  roads,  passes,  and 
paths  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy.  Captain  Marye's  battery  proba- 
bly arrived  at  Huntersville  to-day,  and  will  join  Colonel  Lee  without 

The  re-enforcements  arrive  very  slowly.  Two  of  the  Tennessee  regi- 
ments arrived  at  Staunton  on  yesterday,  and  the  third  was  expected  to 
reach  there  to-day.  Nothing  has  been  heard  of  Generals  Floyd's  and 
Wise's  brigades,  or  of  the  two  Georgia  regiments  of  infantry,  or  the 
Georgia  battery. 

The  very  strong  pass  in  the  Cheat  Mountain  cannot  be  turned  near 
by  j  but,  as  soon  as  I  can  concentrate  the  forces,  will  advance  upon  the 
enemy  from  the  other  quarter. 

There  is  said  to  be  a  strong  position  in  advance  of  the  Alleghany 
Pass,  at  Yeager's,  near  the  crossing  of  the  Greenbrier  River.  A  recon- 
naissance is  being  made  to-day,  with  a  view  of  advancing  upon  it. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  forces  of  the  enemy  have  been  re- 
duced recently,  and  I  will  move  against  him  as  soon  as  it  will  be  proper 
to  do  so. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  LORING, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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\\~ illidfjmlmrg    Va*  Jnly  28 
Colonel  Crump,  Commanding,  Gloucester  Point,  Va,: 

Sir  :  General  Magruder  directs  that  yon  will  make  a  call  upon  the 
citizens  of  Gloucester.  Middlesex,  and  Matthews  Counties  for  one-half 
of  their  male  force  of  slaves,  to  finish  the  works  around  Gloucester  Point. 
They  will  be  allowed  fifty  cents  a  day  and  a  ration  for  each  negro  man 
during  the  time  he  is  at  work.  Tou  will  send  out  agents  to  collect  and 
bring  in  these  negroes,  and  detail  some  one  to  take  down  the  names  of 
the  slaves,  of  their  owners,  and  the  date  of  their  arrival,  and  to  give  a 
certificate  of  the  number  of  days  they  have  worked.  The  free  negroes 
will  be  impressed,  if  they  refuse  to  come,  and  a  force  will  be  sent  to 
Dring;  mem  id. 

The  general  directs  that  the  work  be  made,  if  possible,  impregnable, 
which  he  thinks  can  be  done  by  deepening  the  ditches  and  thickening 
the  parapets  and  putting  up  traverses.  Six  hundred  negroes  could 
effect  this  in  ten  days,  or  perhaps  in  five.  Nearly  eight  hundred  hands 
have  been  procured  here  in  a  very  short  time. 

Tou  will  consult  with  Captain  Page  and  Captain  Meade  in  regard  to 
the  best  method  of  strengthening  the  lines  and  batteries  at  Gloucester. 

You  will  enforce,  if  it  should  be  necessary,  the  above  call,  though  it 
is  hoped  it  will  not  be.   I  inclose  the  call. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

G.  B.  COSBY, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters, 
Manassas,  July  29, 1861. 

General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

General  i  I  had  the  honor  to  write  to  you  on  the  24th  instant  on  the 
subject  of  my  rank  compared  with  that  of  other  officers  of  the  0.  8. 
Army.  Since  then  I  have  received  daily  orders  purporting  to  come 
from  the  "  Headquarters  of  the  Forces,,,  some  of  them  in  relation  to  the 
internal  affairs  of  this  army.  Such  orders  I  cannot  regard,  because 
they  are  illegal. 

Permit  me  to  suggest  that  orders  to  me  should  come  from  your  office. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 
General^  C»  8.  Army. 


Headquaeters  op  Cavalry, 

Cockletoum,  July  29,  1861. 

Maj.  G.  B.  Cosby, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Hdqtrs.  Army  of  Yorktown  : 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  returned  to  this  post  this 
morning,  and  ordered  the  troops  under  my  command  to  their  respective 
stations,  retaining  here  one  12-pounder  howitzer,  as  instructed. 

I  should  have  reported  from  the  Half-way  House  rumors  of  the  evacu- 
ation of  Hampton,  but  that  Captain  Bryan,  who  went  down  to  Hampton 
with  a  flag  of  truce,  had  not  returned,  and  I  waited  his  return  for 
authentic  information.   Captain  Bryan  returned  late  last  evening,  hav- 
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ing  been  detained  by  the  necessity  of  visiting  Newport  News.  In  addi- 
tion to  clothing  for  the  officers,  directed  by  the  general,  he  bought  cloth- 
ing for  other  officers,  prisoners  of  war.  They  were  all  forwarded  to 
Torktown.  Captain  Bryan  reports  that  he  found  no  pickets  outside 
of  the  outworks  at  Hampton,  where  he  was  met  by  Captain  Butler, 
nephew  and  aide  to  General  Butler.  He  found  the  town  on  fire,  but 
efforts  being  made  by  the  U.  S.  troops  to  extinguish  it  with  fire-engines. 
He  was  informed  by  Captain  Butler  that  the  fire  was  caused  by  drunken 
and  disorderly  soldiers.  From  all  he  could  learn  he  was  satisfied  that 
there  was  still  a  force,  though  small,  in  Hampton.  Captain  Bryan  was 
received  with  courtesy  both  at  Hampton  and  Newport  News. 

I  have  also  to  report  that,  in  addition  to  those  previously  sent  off,  I 
had  five  wagons  (company  wagons)  loaded  with  sick.  A  report  was 
received  to-day,  by  an  outer  picket,  from  a  Mr.  House,  in  Hampton, 
through  Mr.  Kelley,  overseer  of  Mr.  Dennis,  that  there  were  no  troops 
in  Hampton,  no  encampment  between  Old  Point  and  Hampton, 


only  one  regiment  at  Newport  News.  I  have  also  the  honor  to  report 
that  Col.  C.  K.  Mallory,  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  Regiment  of 
Militia,  informs  me  that  the  steamer  which  burnt  the  vessels  in  Back 
Biver  was  certainly  piloted,  and  one  person  is  strongly  suspected.  I 
have  instructed  the  colonel  to  have  the  party  arrested,  as  also  all  other 
persons  in  Fox  Hill  who  have  been  passing  about  under  the  protection 
of  the  Federal  Government.  I  would  also  report  that  a  volunteer  scout, 
headed  by  Private  W.  Causey,  comprising  six  Old  Dominion  Dragoons, 
reported  having  fired  upon  a  party  of  the  enemy  on  the  Slater's  Creek 
road,  near  Newport  News,  and  under  the  telegraph,  killing  and  wound- 
ing several.  Captain  Bryan  reports  that  from  reliable  parties  near 
Hampton  he  learned  that  the  man  killed  was  an  officer. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

EO.  JOHNSTON, 
Bighmond,  July  30,  1861. 

General  S.  R.  Anderson,  Bristol,  Tenn.  : 

The  movement  contemplated  has  been  defeated  by  confusion  of  orders. 
You  may  follow  the  regiments  with  which  you  are  intended  to  operate 
by  way  of  Lynchburg  and  Staunton,  and  take  your  proper  command. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General 


H  EADQUAETERS, 

Williamsburg,  Va.,  July  30, 1861. 

Captain  Henderson,  C.  S.  A. : 

Sir  :  I  have  just  learned,  for  the  first  time,  that  the  carriages  of  the 
guns  mounted  at  York  town  are  made  of  pine,  and  that  recently,  when 
the  first  were  tired  (with  a  greatly  reduced  charge),  these  carriages 
plainly  gave  indications  that  they  would  give  way  entirely  after  a  few 
rounds.  You  will  report  to  me  forthwith  what  is  the  true  state  of  the 
case,  and  what  these  carriages  are  in  shape,  Navy  or  Array :  and,  if 
Army,  casemate  or  barbette.  You  will  also  call  on  Captain  Meade,  of 
the  Engineers,  to  assist  you  in  the  examination  of  them.  Report  also 
the  quantity,  kind,  and  quality  of  the  ammunition  on  hand  for  each 
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piece.   I  desire  this  report  at  the  very  earliest  moment,  as  I  shall  use 
it  as  a  basis  of  a  letter  to  the  Navy  Department   Have  you  fuses  and 
powder  yet  for  all  the  ammunition  f 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  BANKHEAD  MAGEUDER, 

Brigadier-  General)  Commanding. 

State  also  what  progress  has  been  made  in  the  erection  of  the  furnace 
for  heating  shot   The  materials,  I  learn,  were  sent  down  a  few  days 


Headquarters  Northwest  Army, 

HuntenviUe,  Va.,  July  30,  1861. 

Col.  George  Deas,  Adjutant- General,  dbe.  : 

Colonel:  Upon  reaching  here  I  And  the  country  is  very  scarce  of 
supplies,  and  that  it  will  be  necessary  for  us  to  rely  mostly  upon 
Staunton  and  Richmond.  Since  I  reached  the  command  I  have  put 
the  quartermaster's  department  and  commissariat  in  such  order  as  it 
was  possible  to  do.  General  Jackson  informs  me  that  he  has  made 
frequent  and  urgent  requisitions  for  supplies,  and  that  his  requisitions 
are  scarcely  filled  from  day  to  day.  In  order  to  place  the  thing  beyond 
doubt  and  insure  a  sufficiency,  I  have  renewed  the  requisitions,  and 
have  written  to  the  different  agents,  sending  one  of  my  aides  to  see  in 
person  that  the  supplies  are  forwarded  from  Richmond  and  Staunton. 
I  respectfully  request  that  orders  may  be  issued  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment  for  them  to  be  forwarded.  I  am  satisfied,  if  we  can  be  fur- 
in  a  few  days,  that  a  successful  movement  can  be  made. 
Respectfully,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  LORING, 
Brigadier-  General ,  Commanding,  &c. 


Headquarters  Northwest  Army, 

Huntersville,  Va.,  July  30,  1861. 

Col.  George  Deas,  Adjutant- General: 

Colonel  :  I  have  just  seen  a  reliable  man  who  tells  me  that  he  was 
in  General  Wise's  camp  last  Friday,  26th  July ;  that  Wise  was  at  Gau- 
ley  Bridge,  on  his  retreat  to  Lewisburg,  about  sixty  miles  distant.  He 
thinks  that  Wise  intended  to  fight  the  enemy  at  Tompkins'  [farm],  eight 
miles  from  the  bridge. 

Upon  learning  this,  I  sent  word  to  Staunton  for  the  two  Georgia 
regiments  and  the  battery  expected  at  Staunton  to  be  moved  by  the 
train  to  Millborough,  there  to  remain  until  further  orders. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  LORING, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Manassas,  July  31, 1861. 

General  8.  Cooper  : 

News  has  reached  here  that  General  Hanks  has  assembled  eight 
thousand  men  for  operations  in  the  valley.  If  true,  can  troops  be  sent 
by  the  Department  to  oppose  him,  or  shall  it  be  doue  from  here! 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 

64  It  R— VOL  II 
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Headquarters  Cavalry, 

CookUtoum,  July  31,  1861. 

Gen.  G.  B.  Cosby,  Headquarters  Army  of  Yorkhum  : 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  of  sending  by  Privates  H.  H.  and  R.  F. 
Elliott,  Old  Dominion  Dragoons,  four  negroes,  belonging  to  Mr.  B.  P. 
Lee.  It  has  been  reported  that  these  negroes  were  left  upon  bis  planta- 
tion by  their  owner,  and  have  been  exceedingly  troublesome  to  the  resi- 
dents in  that  vicinity.  It  is  said  that  one  of  them  abused  a  lady  and 
threatened  the  life  of  her  hnsband.  These  facts  are  mentioned  that  the 
general  may  place  them  under  strict  guard  and  not  turn  them  over  to 
their  master,  from  whom  they  might  escape  and  return  to  give  further 
trouble. 

I  have  also  the  hoflor  to  report  that  Privates  Joseph  and  Benjamin 
Phillips,  sr.,  returned  to  this  place  this  morning,  having  -visited  the 
town  of  Hampton.  They  found  it  deserted  by  theenemy,  and  the  bridge 
connecting  it  with  Fortress  Monroe  torn  down,  a  picket  being  stationed 
at  the  foot  of  the  bridge,  on  the  other  side  of  tne  river,  which,  they  were 
informed  by  the  citizens,  threatened  to  fire  upon  any  one  who  showed 
himself  on  that  side  of  the  town.  They  have  authent  ic  information,  also, 
that  the  force  at  Newport  News  is  comparatively  small.  I  am  under  the 
impression  that  it  does  not  exceed  1,500  men,  independent  of  the  ships 
supporting  them.  The  impression  of  the  people  of  Hampton  is  that  the 
place  was  evacuated  very  hurriedly  last  Friday,  when  my  command  was 
in  that  vicinity. 

If  desirable,  this  place  can  be  burned  now  before  it  is  reoccupied  by 
the  enemy,  without  trouble,  by  a  small  [Tarty.  I  should  state,  however, 
that  the  Messrs.  Phillips  found  very  few  negroes  in  that  place.  They 
were  informed  that  they  were  carried  over  the  bridge  previous  to  its 
evacuation,  and  it  is  supposed  they  were  placed  on  the  works  at  the 
Rip  Raps. 

1  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  the  event  of  my  having  to  remove 
my  command  hurriedly,  I  should  have  to  abandon  a  good  deal  of  pub- 
lic property  here.  The  means  of  transportation  provided  is  not  sufficient 
to  move  the  comforts  absolutely  required  by  a  force  of  this  size,  sub- 
ject to  the  exposure  and  labor  which  the  general  is  well  aware  has  been 
endured  by  the  cavalry  in  the  Peninsula.  On  my  arrival  here  I  found 
no  means  provided  for  the  transportation  of  the  effects  of  myself  and 
staff,  and  have  taken  the  liberty  of  retaining  one  wagon  here  for  that 
especial  purpose,  which  I  trust  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the  gen- 
eral commanding.  All  the  transportation  of  the  post  is  confined  to  the 
wagons  assigned  to  the  companies  under  my  command.  Every  train 
not  occupied  in  sending  negroes  to  Williamsburg  and  transporting  nec- 
essaries from  Yorktown  is  constantly  employed  in  hauling  forage  from 
the  Back  River  country.  It  is  considered  that  this  is  too  much  labor  for 
these  teams,  the  average  distance  that  the  forage  is  now  hauled  exceed- 
ing twenty-five  miles.  This  will  be  increased  by  the  necessity  of  going 
farther  down  the  country.  I  should  especially  request  that  a  regular 
quartermaster,  with  as  large  a  train  as  can  be  spared,  be  sent  here  im- 
mediately, to  haul  off  all  the  forage  from  the  Back  River  country  before 
the  force  of  the  enemy  is  so  increased  as  to  render  it  extremely  dangerous 
to  do  so.  A  small  force  of  cavalry  would  have  prevented  our  drawing 
supplies  thence  to  this  time. 

When  I  first  assumed  command  at  this  post  I  had  occasion  to  make 
a  requisition  for  horseshoes  and  horseshoe  nails;  these  stores  have 
never  been  furnished.  I  have  the  honor  to  request  the  interference  of 
the  general  commanding  to  this  matter,  that  a  large  supply  of  horse- 
Digitized  by  Google 


Cmat.  IX  1  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC.  CONFEDERATE. 


1011 


shoes  and  horseshoe  nails  be  famished  at  once,  and  that,  an  additional 
force  of  farriers  be  sent  to  me  to  shoe  the  horses  of  my  command,  many 
being  nnflt  for  service  al  this  time  for  want  of  shoes  and  the  number 
rapidly  increasing.  Nearly  every  horse  in  the  command  requires  the 
attention  of  a  farrier  at  this  time. 

I  forgot  to  state  in  relation  to  the  negroes  that  unless  specially 
directed  by  the  general  I  will  not  deem  it  necessary  to  remove  more 
negroes  to  Williamsburg. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully, 

RO.  JOHN8TON, 

Col&RClj  ComfnQ>n(l%ng* 


Bunger's  Mill,  Va., 
Four  miles  west  of  Lewi* burg,  August  1,  1861. 

General  K.  £.  Lke,  Commanding,  &c. : 

Sir  :  I  am  here,  falling  back  to  Covington,  under  orders  left  to  my 
discretion  by  General  Cooper.  My  situation  in  the  Kanawha  Valley  was 
critical  in  the  extreme.  After  the  Scarey  affair  the  enemy  fell  back  and 
were  re-enforced  strongly.  They  increased  to  five  thousand.  At  Gauley 
I  had  one  thousand ;  at  Coal,  one  thousand ;  and  at  Elk,  and  within 
two  miles  thereof,  about  two  thousand.  Thus  divided,  necessarily  the 
enemy  could  attack,  when  he  chose,  double  or  quadruple  my  numbers, 
with  far  better  arms  and  supplies.  I  found  they  were  collecting  some 
fifteen  thousand  troops  at  Weston  and  moving  to  Summersville,  at  the 
same  time  moving  up  the  Kanawha  Valley  and  jamming  me  at  any 
point  I  might  select  to  occupy.  I  determined  upon  a  prompt  retreat, 
where  my  forces  could  co-operate  with  Generals  Loring  or  Floyd.  In 
thirty  minutes  after  we  fell  back  from  Tyler's  Mountain  the  enemy  took 
possession,  and  nearly  succeeded  in  cutting  off  seven  hundred  of  Colonel 
Tompkins'  command  at  Coal.  They  escaped,  and  burned  the  steamer 
on  which  they  were  moving  up  the  river.  Save  an  accident  from  the  defi- 
ant disobedience  of  orders  by  the  lieutenant  of  the  McCullough  Rangers, 
losing  some  baggage  and  causing  the  death  of  one  of  my  sick  and  the 
wounding  of  several  of  my  men,  the  retreat  has  been,  upon  the  whole, 
creditably  in  order. 

We  left  Charleston  last  Wednesday  week  [July  241  and  Gauley  last 
Saturday,  destroying  the  bridges  there  behind  us.  This  I  was  obliged 
to  do  by  the  great  deficiency  of  transportation,  owing  to  gross  ineffi- 
ciency of  the  quartermaster's  department  of  my  brigade.  I  have  come 
%on  slowly.  The  men  had  been  marched  and  countermarched  very  much, 
and  were  sore  and  sadly  worn-out  in  shoes  and  clothing  and  suffered 
for  want  of  tents.  We  arrived  here  yesterday,  leaving  a  strong  rear 
guard  of  four  iufantry  companies,  attached  to  two  hundred  and  fifty 
cavalry.  They  are  scouting  the  enemy  to  their  teeth.  Last  night  my 
scouts  reported  that  they  are  moving  on  in  three  divisions,  converging 
from  Fayetteville,  Gauley,  and  Summersville  to  a  point  on  this  turnpike 
a  few  miles  back. 

At  Weston  they  have  a  force  of  fifteen  thousand,  and  from  Huttons- 
ville  movements  are  made  to  join  those  from  Weston  at  Summersville,  to 
concentrate  some  ten  thousand  troops  on  this  road,  directly  moving  on 
Lew  is  burg.  We  will  check  them  all  we  can,  but  a  force  far  larger  and 
better  organized  than  mine  is  as  yet  must  be  sent  to  do  it  effectually. 
From  Charleston  to  this  place  the  State  volunteers  under  my  command 
lost  from  three  to  five  hundred  meft  by  desertion.   But  one  man  deserted 
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from  the  Legion.  I  rc*i>ectfully  submit  that  J  had  better  be  allowed  to 
reorganize  the  whole  mass  and  incorporate  the  State  volunteers  with 
my  Legion  in  the  Confederate  service.  I  think  the  enemy  will  now 
threaten  the  Southwestern  Bailroad  at  New  Berne,  and  they  will  make 
a  base  line  from  Gauley  to  Lewisburg. 
The  Kanawha  Valley  is  wholly  disaffected  and  traitorous.  It 


gone  from  Charleston  down  to  Point  Pleasant  before  I  got  there. 
Boone  and  Cabell  are  nearly  as  bad,  and  the  state  of  things  in  Braxton, 
Nicholas,  and  part  of  Greenbrier  is  awful.  The  militia  are  nothing  for 
warlike  uses  here.  They  are  worthless  who  are  true,  and  there  is  no 
telling  who  is  true.  You  cannot  persuade  these  people  that  Virginia 
can  or  will  ever  reconquer  the  northwest,  and  they  are  submitting,  sub- 
dued, and  debased.  1  have  fallen  back  not  a  minute  too  soon.  And 
here  let  me  say,  we  have  worked  and  scouted  far  and  wide  and  fought 
well,  and  marched  all  the  shoes  and  clothes  off  our  bodies,  and  find  our 
old  arms  do  not  stand  service.  I  implore  for  some  (one  thousand) 
of  good  arms,  percussion  muskets,  sabers,  pistols,  tents,  blankets, 
rifles,  and  powder. 
Respectfully, 

HENKY  A.  WI8E. 
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Hasldn,  J.  A   584 

McClollan,  George  B   134,  159, 201, 204. 646, 652, 663, 655, 666, 666, 

673.  674.677.679,  691,  706,  72*5,  728, 731,742-744,  746, 749, 752, 755',  759 

MoCnnn,  John  H   748,753, 754,756 

McDowell,  Irvin   653,654,662, 

664,  666.  683,  690,  696.700.711,718.719,  788, 748, 746-748,  755.756,  752 

Mansfield,  Joseph  K.  F  618,746 

Miles,  Dixon  8  ,   746 

Miller,  Morris  &   591 

Ordnance  Deportment,  U.  £L  A   631 

Patterson,  Robert.  105, 121, 157-168,  164-170, 172-174, 579, 580, 585, 587, 600,  607, 
606,  614,  615,619,621,  622,  624.  627,628,  631,  632,  635-637,  642,  646,652, 
667,  Mft,  661,  666,  668-670,  673^675,678,  680, 663. 664, 666, 689,  691 ,  692, 
694,  696,  697,  700,  701,  703, 707-709,711,712,  715,717,725-729,  732, 734, 


Pennsylvania,  Governor  of   751 

Porter,  Andrew   603 

Rankin,  A.  N   125 

Roaecrans,  W.  8   759,  707 

Runyon,  Theodore   747, 749, 753 

8andford,  C.  W   163 

8cott,H.L   618 

Sickles,  D.  E   745, 749 

Smith,  William  Prescott   631 

8tone,  Charles  P   104. 105 

Thomas,  George  H   587 

War  Department,  U.  8   623, 652 

Wilmot,  D   582 

Woodbury,  D.  A   748 

Wright,  IL  G     2a 

Orders,  General,  series  1881 :  No.  3,  579j  No.  4,  602. 

Arnett,  W.  W.   Mentioned   243 

Arnold,  Isaac  N.    Mentioned   382,383 

Arnold,  Richard. 

Mentioned   328, 348, 386, 404, 468, 769 

Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Rnn,  Va,,  July  81   418 
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▲mold,  Stephen  T.    Mentioned     400 

Arthur,  T.  J.    Mentioned   527 

Ashe.  Richard  J.    Mentioned   96 

▲ston,  H  D    Mentioned   384 

Aston,  Samuel  W.   Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis   d& 

Ashby.  Turner.  Mentioned  861, 868, 881, 894, 952-054 

Atkinson,  Captain.   Mentioned   *91 

Atkinson,  J.  M.  P.   Mentioned  850.268 

Audenried,  Joseph  C.   Mentioned.   351 

August,  T.  P. 

Correspondence  with  J.  B.  Magrnder  -   878 

Mentioned   866,886,900,914 

Austin,  Oeorge.    Mentioned   292 

Averell,  W.  W.  Mentioned   386,389 

Averitt,  James  B.    Mentioned   9M 

Avery,  Captain.    Mentioned  95,96 

Ayres.  Romeyn  B. 

Mentioned   31 1-313, 348, 350, 352, 365, 366, 368,369:444,766, 769 

Report  of  battle  of  Boll  Bon,  Ya.,  July  21   372 

Babbitt,  Lawrence  8.   Mentioned   312, 348, 380, 382 

Baboock,  Orville  XL  Mentioned   160, 170,681,683 

Bache,  P.  M.    Mentioned   386 

Bache,  BL    Mentioned   603 

Back  River,  Va.    Operations  on,  July  24.   Report  of  Robert  Johnston   516 

Back  River  Road,  Va,    Affair  on  the,  Jnly  19,    Report  of  Robert  Johnston..  5Z5 

Bacon,  .    Mentioned   280 

Bacon,  Francis.    Mentioned  %   354 

Bacon,  Theodore  C.   Mentioned  k   355 

Bacon,  Thomas  O. 

Mentioned   449,453. 520.999 

Reports  of 

Bull  Bun,  Va.    Battle  of,  Jnly  21   528 

Mitchell's  Ford,  Va,   Skirmish  at,  July  18   464,528 

Baocht,  Herman.    Mentioned   294 

Bagley,  John.    Mentioned  f  *   321 

Bailey,  Oeorge  B.    Mentioned   126 

Bailey,  Oeorge  W.   Mentioned   239 

Bailey,  R.  A.    Mentioned   292 

Baird,  Captain.    Mentioned   351 

Baker,  Captain.    Mentioned   595 

Baker,  A.   Mentioned   467.468 

Baker,  Edward  D.    Mentioned   761,763,765 

Baker,  J.  P.    Mentioned  _   406 

Balch,  Joseph  P. 

Mentioned   395,399 

Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Ron,  Va,,  Jnly  21   399 

Baldwin,  J.  B. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee   813 

Mentioned  ,   833 

Baldwin,  C.  P.   Mentioned   386 

Ball,  Rev.  Mr.    Mentioned   484 

Ball,  Dnlany.   Mentioned   43, 44. 62, 130, 458.  590, 532, 534, 572, 819 

Bailier,  John  P.   Mentioned   180, 632. 640 

Ballon  (Orderly).   Mentioned   355 

Ballon,  Sullivan,   Mentioned   396.397.400 
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Baltimore,  Md. 

Announced  as  Headquarters  Department  of  Annapolis   639 

Announced  as  Headquarter*  Department  of  Pennsylvania. ..  /   763 

Arrest  of  Police  Commissioners  of 

Communication  from  Abraham  Lincoln   15C 

Memorials  to  U.  £L  Congress.   145, 153 

Order  for   138 

Ordnance,  <fcc,  captured  at  time  of  .   142 

Proclamations   140, 141 

Reports  of 

Banks,  Nathaniel  I   139 

Mayor  of   IS 

Board  of  Police  Commissioners  of   144 

Resolutions  of 

Board  of  Police  Commissioners  of   143 

U.  8.  House  of  Representatives   156 

Instructions  to  provost-marshal  of.....   142 

Occupation  of,  by  U.  8.  troops   28, 608, 611, 615, 622, 638.  ftUV-SW 

Proobunation  of  Benjamin  F.  Butler   M 

Report  of  Benjamin  F.  Butler   29 

Passage  of  U.  &  troops  through   618, 619, 624, 627,  631, 632, 774 

Riot,  April  19. 

Casualties   8, 9 

Communications  from 

Bird,  H»  D   771 

Davis,  Jefferson   773 

Lincoln,  Abraham   581 

Maryland,  Governor  of   581 

Robinson,  John  C   582 

Reports  of 

Board  of  Polios  Commissioners  ,   9_ 

Gill,  George  M   20 

Jones,  Edward  F   I 

Mayor  of   15 

Secreted  arms  at,  measures -for  seizure  of.   761 

South,  means  of  communication  with  the   785 

Telegraph  office  at.   Correspondence  with  Talcott   586 

Baltimore,  Marshal  of  Police. 
Correspondence  with 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P   733 

Crawford,  William   577 

Baltimore,  Mayor  of 
Correspondence  with 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P   681 

Lincoln,  Abraham   12.581 

Maryland,  Governor  of   581 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P. 

Assigned  to  and  assumes  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Shenan- 
doah  171. 172, 175 

Assumes  command  of  the  Department  of  Annapolis. ............ ..........  675 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters   172, 173, 699. 724, 738, 746, 747, 764. 765, 767, 770 

Baltimore,  Marshal  of  Police  of   739 

Baltimore,  Mayor  of  ,   681 
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Banks,  Nathaniel  P.— Continued. 
Coi  reepondenoe  with 

Kenly,  John  R   U8 

War  Department,  U.  S_  6t4),716 

Mentioned  . .  18,  19. 143-151. 171. 174. 175. 675,  699, 739, 740, 749, 757, 759-761, 995,  1009 

Proclamations  to  the  people  of  Baltimore  140, 141 

Relinquishes  command  of  the  Department  of  Annapolis   759 

Report  of  arrest  of  Baltimore  Police  Commissioners   139 

Barbour,  John  8.,  jr.   Mentioned  773, 7d£> 

Barbouraville,  W.  Va. 

Skirmish  at,  July  UL    Be  porta  of 

McClellan,  George  B  

Wise,  Henry  A  2PP.290 

Barker,  C.  W.   Mentioned   212 

Barksdale,  William.    Mentioned   556, 1000 

Barlow,  John  W.    Mentioned   348 

Barnard,  John  G. 

Correspondence  with 

McDowell,  Irv in   681 

Smith,  C.  F   584 

Mentioned   323, 423, 424, 619,  683 

Report  of  battle  Bull  Sun,  Va. ,  July  21     32d 

Barnes,  J.  R.  T.    Mentioned   127 

Bamett,  James.    Mentioned   223 

Barriger,  John  W.   Mentioned   34H,417 

Barron,  Samuel. 

Mentioned   888, 931 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee   821 

Barrows,  David  S>   Mentioned   421 

Barry,  William  P. 

Mentioned   323, 362, 366, 394 

Report  of  battle  of  Ball  Run,  Vs.,  July  21   245. 

Bartlett,  Charles  G.   Mentioned  84t90 

Bartlett,  Joseph  J. 

Mentioned   385.386 

Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Va,  July  SI   388 

Bartlett,  Washington  A.    Mentioned   663 

Barton,  W.  £L  Mentioned   55 

Bartow,  P.  EL   Mentioned   187, 

408. 470. 477. 480. 486. 489-492, 495,  499, 500, 559, 567, 569, 512 

Bate,  William  B 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beauregard   932 

Mentioned   56, 59, 958, 959 

Report  of  attack  on  batteries  at  Aquia  Creek,  Va.,  May  31-June  1   52 

Battle,  Joel  A.   Mentioned   1005 

Battles,  EL  A    Mentioned   61ft 

Baxter,  L.  M.    Mentioned  ■.   528. 

Baylisa,  R.  EL   Mentioned   536 

Baylor,  Major.   Mentioned   185 

Bayne,  L.  P.    Correspondence  with  R.  E.  Lee   27A 

Beale,  Lieutenant.   Mentioned   i:t8,533 

Bean,  Andrew  D.    Mentioned   420 

Bean,  George.    Mentioned   268 

Beitty,  SamueL   Mentioned   215-218 

Beaumont,  Eugene  B.    Mentioned   399 
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Beauregard,  O.  T. 

Assigned  to  command  of  troops  on  "Alexandria  Line  "   g@Q 

"  Beauty  and  Booty  "  proclamation   902 

Congratulatory  proclamation   574 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  8.  A   505, 614, 980, 963,  MM 

Bate,  William  B   932 

Chesnut,  James,  Jr  -   506 

DeVia,  Jefferson   507, 508, 901, 906,  922, 946, 969, 980, 981 

Hunton,  Eppa   915 

Jones,  David  R   537 

McDowell,  Irvin  r   738 

War  Department,  C.  S   842 

Mentioned   63, 164, 174,  178, 308, 319, 324, 325,  406, 

409,  453,460,  463-465,  471-478, 480, 481,  504, 505, 509-615,  524,  531,  532, 
538, 545,  547,  548,  551 , 555,  556, 573, 656,  666,  677,  722,  743,  746,  752,  896, 
897, 907, 917, 924, 925, 933, 945, 967, 968, 970, 974,  980-982,  985,  1002, 1005 

Plan  of  operations  Bull  Run  Campaign,  Virginia,  July  21    447.128 

Reports  of 

Blackburn's  Ford,  Va.   Action  at,  July  IS   440 

Bnl  I  Run,  Va.    Battle  of,  July  21   484,505 

Bull  Run  Campaign,  Va.   Operations  from  July  17-20    439,440 

Fairfax  Court-House,  V  a .   Skirmish  at,  July  17   439 

Mitchell's  Ford,  Va.   Skirmish  at,  July  18   4442 

Superseded  by  Joseph  E.  Johnston   473, 486, 9tS5 

Becker,  Anton.    Report  of  skirmish  at  Great  Falls,  Md.,  July  1   123 

Beckham,  Lieutenant    Mentioned   483. 484. 497 

Beckley ,  Alfred. 

Correspondence  with  Adjutant-General  of  Virginia  »   £51 

Mentioned   243 

Beck  with,  Anioa    Mentioned   163 

Book  with,  XL  Gk  Mentioned   697 

Bee,  Barnard  E.    Mentioned   157, 187, 408,470, 472-475, 

477. 478. 480, 481, 486, 487, 480-495, 499, 500, 516, 659, 561, 567, 569,  Ml 

Bekaxxv,  C.  S,   Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis   9»4 

Belger,  James.   Mentioned  «   584,622 

Belington  and  Laurel  Hill,  W.  Va. 

Skirmishes  at,  July  7-12.   Reports  of 

Heck,  J.  M   254 

McClollan,  George  B   202,205 

Morris,  T.  A   218 

Bell,  Brownies.   Mentioned   263 

Bell,  B.  W.   Correspondence  with  George  H,  Steuart   779 

Bell,  George. 

Mentioned  ,   337 

Report  of  the  subsistence  of  the  Union  Army,  July  16-22   338 

Bell,  James.   Mentioned  d   526 

Bendix,  John  B. 

Mentioned   79, 80, 82, 84, 86, 87, 97, 294 

Report  of  engagement  at  Big  Bethel,  Va.,  June  10   88 

Benham,  BL  W. 

Mentioned   68,207,208,219-221 

Reports  of  pursuit  of  Garnett  and  action  at  Cerriok's  Ford,  W.  Va., 
July  IS   220,222 


3d  by  Googl 


INDEX. 


1021 


Benjamin,  J.  P. 

Correspondence  with  Darnel  Clark   780 

Mentioned   ZSO 

Benjamin,  B.  N.    Mentioned   311, 312, 348, 374, 376, 330,  332, 444 

Bennett,  J.  M.   Mentioned   333,  336 

Benton,  EL  E.  Mentioned  

Benton,  William  P.   Mentioned   ¥15, 213 

Berkeley  County,  W.  Va.   Status  of   (Note)  1 

Berkeley,  N.   Mentioned   klG 

Berlin,  George  W.    Mentioned   ¥79,  231 

Berry,  Hiram  O. 

Mentioned  .-   413 

Report  of  battle  of  Boll  Run,  Va.,  July  21   42Q 

Berry,  Nathaniel  £L    (Bee  New  1 1  amy  shire,  Governor  of.) 

Bethel  Church,  Va.   (See  Big  Bethel.) 

Beverly,  W.  Va.    Reports  of  George  B.  MoClellanof  occupation  of   203, 205 

Biddle,  Charles  J.    Assigned  to  command  of  District  of  Cheat  River,  W.  Va. .  7SQ. 

Biddle,  Craig.   Mentioned     160 

(8ee  Robert  Patterso*. ) 

Bid  well,  Alonzo  P. 

Mentioned   ....    409 

Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Va.,  July  21   411 

Bigbee,  George.   Mentioned   625 


Big  Bethel,  Va 

Engagement  at,  June  UL 
Casualties. 

Confederate  forces.    (8ee  respective  report*.) 


Union  forces   82 

Reports  of 

Bendix,  John  E   88 

Butler,  Benjamin  P   77,80 

Hill,  D.  H   93 

Kil  pat  rick,  Judson   89 

Mag  ruder,  John  B   91.92 

Montague,  E.  B  .j   101 

Pierce,  Ebenezer  W   82 

Randolph,  Oeorge  W   Qh 

Stuart,  William  D   97 

Tow u send,  Frederick   86 

Worth,  W.  H   102,103 

Billings,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned   605 

Bingham,  George  B.   Mentioned     1K2 

Bird,  BL  D.   Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  8   771 

Birney,  David  B.   Mentioned   643 

Blackburn's  Ford,  Va. 
Action  at,  Jnly  IS, 

Casualties  Union  Army   314 

Operatious  at  McLean's  Ford  during.   Report  of  D.  R.  Jones   461 

Operations  of  Washington  Artillery  during.  Report  of  John  B.  Walton .  465 
Reports  of 

Beauregard,  G.  T   440 

Early,  JubalA   463 

LongHtroet,  James   4£1 

Richardson,  Israel  B   312 

Squires,  C.  W   467 

Tyler,  Daniel   310 
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Blackford,  W.  W.    Mentioned   484 

Blair,  Austin.    (See  Michigan,  Governor  of.) 

Blair,  W.  B.    Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee  ».  e9S 

Blake,  George  fL   Mentioned   589,  59*2 

Blanchard,  Albert  G-. 

C orree pondence  with 

Lee,  Robert  E   £16 

War  Department,  C.  3   813 

Mentioned   P9*J 

B  lan  ding,  J.  D.   Mentioned   1000 

Blaaaingame,  Sergeant.    Mentioned..   543 

Blenker,  Louis 

Mentioned..   315, 321-323, 327, 328, 335, 336, 380. 424-426, 428, 481, 569, 769 

Report  of  battle  of  Bnll  Ron,  Va. ,  July  21   426 

Bine,  Captain.   Mentioned   135 

Blunt,  Charles  B   40 

Boggea,  Captain.   Mentioned   855 

Bond,  F.  8.   Mentioned   225,226 

Bond,  EL  Lenox.    Mentioned   12 

Bonn  am,  Milledge  L. 

Assigned  to  command  of  troops  on  "Alexandria  Line"....   879 

Correspondence  with 

Swell,  R.  S   61 

Lea,  Robert  E  -   831,865, 872,879 

Mentioned   440, 441, 444, 445, 448, 458, 460, 463, 464, 469,  473-476, 

480,  481,  486-489,  491,  498,  502,  543, 722,  873. 879, 886, 894, 944, 947, 999 

Reports  of 

Alexandria,  Va.    Occupation  of,  by  Union  troops,  May  24   42 

Bnll  Run,  Va,   Battle  of,  July  81   518 

Fairfax  C  H.    Skirmish  at,  June  1  61,62 

Fairfax  C.  IL   Skirmish  at,  July  1Z   449 

Mitchell's  Ford.    8kirmish  at,  July  II   449 

Virginia.  Advance  of  Union  Army  into,  May  24    42, 43 

Booker,  Mr.   Mentioned   576 

Book  wood,  Charles.    Mentioned   424,769 

Boa  worth,  J.   Mentioned   243 

Boutwell,  George  8.    Mentioned  •   612 

Bo  wen,  Captain.   Mentioned   953 

Bowers,  William  L.   Mentioned   399 

Bowles,  Boldman  HL   Mentioned   533 

Bowman,  Mr.    Mentioned  •  .   740 

Bowman,  David  G.    Mentioned   381 

Bowman,  J.  EL   Mentioned  ,   268 

Bowman,  Jane.    Heroic  conduct  of. 
Communications  from 

Green,  Jamee   740 

Lock  wood,  Henry  H   739 

8m  i  there,  E.  J  ~   740 

Boyd,  J.  G.  £L   Mentioned  „   267,268 

Boy  kin,  Francis  M.,  jr. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee   790, 827, 830, 837 

Mentioned   788,802,803,815 

Braokett,  A.  G.   Mentioned  ,   89, 40,393 

Brady,  John.   Mentioned   1 

Brady,  John,  jr.    Mentioned   416 

Bradford,  Thomas  C.   Mentioned  ,  4M 
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Bradley,  JLH.   Mentioned    435 

Bragg,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned   130 

Branch,  8.  W.    Mentioned   490 

Brander,  Thomas  A.    Mentioned   266 

Bra  use  n,  Ouatavua  A.  von.    Mentioned   295,296 

Brawner,  Mr.    Mentioned   44ft 

Breckinridge,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned   532, 533 

Brent,  Oeorge  W.   Mentioned   445. 463. 642 

BreateL  Chaxlea.    Mentioned   294 

B re thachn eider,  Robert   Mentioned  .*.  312 

Brian,  L.  T.    Mentioned   186,464 

Bridgera,  John  L.    Mentioned  91-96 

Brightly,  Charlea  H,   Mentioned   376 

Briabin,  James  EL   Mentioned   361 

Britt,  Andrew  BL   Mentioned   231,232 

B  roc  ken  bridge,  Mr.    Mentioned   779 

Brockenbrough,  J.  M.   Mentioned   137,932 

Brocker,  Lieutenant.   Mentioned   458 

Brodie,  R  L.    Mentioned   446, 501 

Bronaugh,  Dr.    Mentioned   MO 

Brooke,  John  ML   Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee   882 

(See  Robert  E.  Lm.) 

Brooks,  John.   Mentioned   252 

B rower,  J.  M.   Mentioned......  «*••••  469 

Brown,  Captain.    Mentioned.  „   541 

Brown,  Captain.    Mentioned  91-05 

Brown,  Lieutenant.   Mentioned   621 

Brown,  Major.   Mentioned   306 

Brown,  Clarence  8.   Mentioned   322 

Brown,  Daniel    Mentioned.....   6 

Brown,  Edward  A.   Mentioned   435 

Brown,  Oeorge  C.    Mentioned   286 

Brown,  O.  W.   Mentioned  354,357 

Brown,  Oeorge  W.   Mentioned   12-15 

(See  Baltimore,  Mayor  of. ) 

Brown,  J.  Gumming. 

Correspondence  with  E.  Louie  Lowe   14 

Mentioned   12, 13 

Brown,  J.  P.   Mentioned   484 

Brown,  Louia  BL   Mentioned   auk 

Brown,  Richard  L.   Mentioned   779 

Browne,  William  BL   Mentioned   434, 435 

Brownlow,  W.  O.  Mentioned   946,956 

Broylea,  William  BL   Mentioned   211 

Brace,  Lieutenant.   Mentioned   252 

Brace,  William  B.    Mentioned   269, 950, 994 

Bryan,  Captain.   Mentioned   1007, 1008 

Bryan,  Michael  K.    Mentioned  40,41 

Buck,  J.  C.   Mentioned   j 

Buckhannon,  W.  Va.   Occupation  of.   Report  of  W.  £L  Rosecrans   213 

Buckingham,  William  A.    (See  Connecticut,  Governor  0/.) 

Buckley,  Lewis  P.    Mentioned  »   216 

Buck  man,  Hamlin  T.    Mentioned   421 

Buckner,  S.  B. 

Correspondence  with  Oeorge  B.  McClellan   624 

Mentioned  ,   674.676 
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Buel,  David  EL    Mentioned   AIM 

Buford,  Private.  Mentioned   188 

Buhmann,  O.  W.   Mentioned   96 

Bull,  W.  I  Mentioned   130 

B uU  Run,  V a.    Battle  of,  July  2L 

Attack,  plan  of,  Confederate   479 

Casualties 

Confederate  Army   570 

Union  Army  —   327 

Firbt  Division   351 

Second  Division   387 

Third  Division  -.   405 

Fifth  Division   426 

Confederate  Army 

Captures  and  abstract  of  prisoners  taken  by   571 

Organization  of   469 

Return  of  number  engaged 

Army  of  the  Shenandoah   569 

First  Corps   568 

Congratulatory  address  of  Beauregard  and  Johnston-.   574 

Reports  of 

Alexander,  John  D   564 

Arnold,  Richard   416 

Ayres,  Romeyn  B   372 

Bacon,  Thomas  G   528 

Balch,  Joseph  P   339 

Barnard,  John  G   323 

Barry,  William  F   345 

Bartlett,  Joseph  J   3iS3 

Beauregard,  G.  T   484,505 

Berry,  Hiram  Q   420 

Bid  well,  AloncoF   411 

Blenker,  Louis   426 

Bonham,  M .  L.  '.   518 

Burnside,  Ambrose  £   395,398 

Burt,  E.  R   541 

Carlisle,  J.  Howard   361 

Cash,  E.  B.  C  r   ♦530 

Corse,  M.  D  ,   544 

Davidson,  George  S   563 

Davies,  Thomas  A   428,438 

Dunnell,  MarkH   421 

Early,  Jnbal  A   555 

Edwards,  John   321 

Evans,  Nathan  G   558 

E  w  e  11 ,  Riohard  8   536 

Farus worth,  Addison   113 

Featherston,  W.  8   532 

Fiske,  Frank  8   401 

Franklin,  William  B   4L>5 

Fuller,  William  D   366 

Greene,  Oliver  D   436 

Griffin,  Charles   m 

Hampton,  Wade   566 
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Ball  Run,  Vs.   Battle  of,  July  21— Continued. 
Reports  of 

Heintrelman,  8amnel  P   402.410 

Hill,  Edward  B   3C5 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H  *   MB 

Howard,  Oliver  0   412 

Hunt,  Henry  J   377 

Hunter,  David   382 

Huston,  Eppa   545 

Jackson,  T.  J   481 

Jameson,  Charles  D   354£ 

Jenkins,  M   641 

Johnston,  Joseph  B   470, 479 

Jones,  David  S   537 

Kelly,  James   371 

Kemper,  Del   535 

Kershaw,  J.  B   622,527 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D   353 

King,  William  8   344 

Kir  by,  Edmund   407 

Kirkland,  W.  W  ,   521 

Lang h<> rue,  John  8   552 

Latham,  EL  Grey   553 

Lay,  John  F   572 

Longstreet,  James   543 

Lyford,  Stephen  C   3fi3 

Lyons,  George   387 

McDoweB,  Irvin   316, 317, 328 

Marsh,  Samuel   •   433 

Miles,  Dixon  &    423 

Montgomery,  William  R   437 

Mnnford,  Thomas  T   534 

Palmer,  Inn  is  N   393 

Porter,  Andrew   383 

Pratt,  Calvin  E    434 

Preston,  Robert  T   549 

Prime.  Frederick  E   334 

Radford,  R.  C.  W   532 

Reynolds,  John  G   321 

Richardson,  Israel  B  *  1..  373,377 

Rogers,  Arthur  L   554 

Schenck,  Robert  C   357 

Sherman,  William  T   368 

Sloan,  J.  B.  E   560 

Smith,  William   551 

Staples,  Henry  G  . ..  419 

Stuart,  J.  E.  B     482 

Sykee,  George   390 

Terry,  W.  B   5£2 

Tyler,  Daniel   348, 351,352 

Walton,  J.  B   515 

Ward,  J.  IL  Hobart   410 

Wheaton,  Frank   400 

Whiting,  Henry   422 

W  i  lloox,  Orlando  B   408 

fifi  B  R  -VOL  H 
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Bull  Run,  Va.    Battle  of;  July  2  1 —Continued. 
Reports  of 

Williams,  J.  H   527 

Wilson,  John  M   382 

Withers,  R.  £ :   &4$ 

Woodbury,  Daniel  P   333 

Union  Army 

Artillery  lost  by.    Statement  of   32£ 

Organization  of   314 

Pursuit  of,  July  2L    Report  of  Edgar  Whitehead.   573 

Strength  of.   Estimate  of  Confederates   569 

Bull  Run  Campaign,  Va.   July  10-22. 

Johnston,  Joseph  E.,  supersedes  Beauregard  in  command  of  Army  of  the 
Potomac   473, 486,  965 

Operations  prior  to  July  21,  general 

Plan  of  Confederates   447 

Reports  of 

Beauregard,  G.  T   439,  440 

Cash,  E.  B.  C   457 

Henagan,  J.  W   455 

Johnston,  Joseph  E   410 

Jordan,  ThomaH  -   448 

McDowell,  Irvin   303,306-306 

Radford,  R.  C.  W   451 

Subsistence  of  Union  Army  during. 
Reports  of 

Bell,  George   336 

Clarke,  Henry  F   336 

Curtis,  James  *   340 

Hawkins,  John  P   343 

Returns  of  Union  Army  July  1£  and  17  —  _   309 

Returns  of  Confederate  Army  July  21   568 

(See  also  Events,  vis ;  Blackburn's  Ford,  Bull  Bun,  Fairfax  C.  H.f  MUcheWi 

Ford,  and  Vienna.) 

Bunker  Hill,  W.  Va.   Report  of  Robert  Patterson  of  skirmish  near,  July  15. . .  166 

Bur d,  Charles  BL    Mentioned   420 

Bark,  B.  BL    Mentioned   533. 

Burke,  Eugene.    Mentioned   1ST 

Burkhart,  Mr.    Mentioned    814 

Burns  Mr.    Mentioned   339,340 

Burns,  Edward.    Mentioned  ~  40 

Buraaide,  Ambrose  E. 

Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters   715 

Mentioned  ,   303, 315, 319, 

320,  323,  327,  383,  384,  387,  390,  395,  401,  489,569,692,694,696,698,700 

Reports  of  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Va.,  July  21  ,  ,   305,398 

Burt,  E.    Mentioned   418-420 

Burt,  E.  R. 

Mentioned   538,540, 1000 

Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Va. ,  July  21..-   541 

Butcher,  O.   Mentioned  ,  mm  263 

Butler,  A.  J.    Mentioned  „  

Butler,  Benjamin  F. 

Assigned  to  command  at  Annapolis,  Md  000 

Assigned  to  and  relieved  from  command  of  Department  of  Annapolis          607, 638 


Assigned  to  and  atMuines  command  of  Department  of  Virginia   640,643 
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Butler,  Benjamin  P.— Continued 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarter*   88, 600, 601,604, 

608,  611,  623}  027,  633,  640,  648,  668,  666,  678.706.706,735,741,763,766 

Dix,  John  A   761 

Magruder,  John  B   681,686 

Maryland,  Governor  of   586, 589, 691-694, 698 

Massachusetts,  Governor  of  r.. ........  613 

Nelson,  M   630 

Pennsylvania,  Governor  of   699 

Sb river,  Edward   32 

War  Department,  U.  1   689,641 

Maryland  Legislature.    Instruct iona  to,  respecting   601 

Mentioned   36, 84. 88, 96,  384.  586,  598, 601,  602, 607, 609, 610, 614, 616, 620, 

626,  634,  636,  637.  639. 665. 720. 761.  670.  871. 938. 941, 948,-966. 966, 1008 

Orders,  Special,  aeries  of  1861 1  No.  37,  590. 

Private  property.    Order  for  protection  of   590 

Proclamation  of   30 

Protest  against  transfer  to  Fort  Monroe,  Va.   641 

Beportsof 

Baltimore,  Md.    Occupation  of   29 

Big  Bethel,  Va. 

Casualties  at   fit 

Engagement  at,  June  10   77, 80 

Harper's  Ferry.    Seizure  of  railroad  train  at....   32 

Newport  News,  Va. 

Expedition  to  and  occupation  of,  May  27-29    52,54 

Skirmish  near,  July  6.   741 

Skirmish  near,  July  18   293,294 

Relay  House,  Md.    Occupation  of   623 

Butler,  George  H.  Mentioned  82,608.938, 1008 

Butler,  John  Q.    Mentioned  86.87 

Bntler,  John  H.   Mentioned   348,437 

Butler,  W.  P.    Mentioned   52<f 

Butterfield,  Daniel   Mentioned   40,664 

Butterfield,  William  O.    Mentioned   fi 

Butte rworth,  Ebenezer.    Mentioned   413 

Buxton,  Benjamin  F.   Mentioned   421 

Byrd,  Major.    Mentioned   992. 993 

Cabell,  Captain.   Mentioned   02 

Cabell,  George  C.    Mentioned   548 

Cabell,  EL  C. 

Correspondence  with  J.  B.  Magruder   823 

Mentioned...   970 

Cabell,  W  L.   Mentioned.   446. 601,840 

Cabell,  David  F.    Mentioned   232 

Cadwalader,  George. 

Assigned  to,  aaaumed,  and  relieved  from  command  of  the  Department  of 

Annapolis   688,639,675 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters   638. 639.648 

Jones,  Edward  F   644 

Lewis,  William  D   621 

Lyle,  P   622 

Patterson,  Robert   173, 620,  026. 631, 685,  G87, 688, 694-698, 703, 727, 728 
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Cadwalader,  George — Continued. 

Honorably  discharged  U.  S.  service   171 

Mentioned  r-  US,  161, 

164,  171,  1873  579,  682,  625,  628,  631,  636-409.641.  642.  645.  662.  675. 
678,  679,  686,  687,  691,  692,  696-699.  701,  702,  7U7,  709,  733,  734.  949 

Cake,  Henry  L.    Mentioned  -   118 

Caldwell,  William  M.   Mentioned   97 

Calhoun,  J.  C.    Mentioned.   268 

Callaghan,  Andrew.   Mentioned   365 

Calvin,  George.    Mentioned   8 

Cambrel  en  g,  C.J.   Mentioned  €6,90 

Cambridge,  Propeller.    Mentioned   613, 614 

Camden,  Judge.  Mentioned  279, 281,630 

Cameron,  James.    Mentioned   316, 368, 370, 371 

Cameron,  Simon.    Mentioned   579 

(See  War  Department,  U.  S.) 

Campbell  A.  W.   Mentioned   864 

Campbell,  John  A   Mentioned   955, 956 

Carlile,  John  8. 

Correspondence  with 

McC  lellan ,  George  B   768 

Wax  Department,  U.  S   705, 723 

Mentioned   630,666,827 

Carlisle,  J.  Howard. 

Mentioned...   328,  348, 352, 359, 362,  363,  367, 768, 769 

Reports  of  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Vs.,  July  21   361 

Carlisle  Barracks,  Pa.   Commanding  Officer  of.    Correspondence  with  Adju- 
tant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A   592 

Carpenter,  J.  Q.   Mentioned   542 

Carr,  Captain.   Mentioned   291 

Carr,  Joseph  B.    Mentioned   83, 85, 86, 97 

Canick's  Ford,  W.  Va 

Action  at,  July  13.   Reports  of 

Benham,  EL  W   220,222 

MoClellan,  George  B   204,206 

Morris,  T.  A   220.221 

Taliaferro,  W.  B   285 

Carrington,  Eugene.   Mentioned   853 

Carrington,  Henry  A.   Mentioned   548 

Carroll,  Fort,  Md.    Occupation  of.   Report  of  John  C.  B^>dn«<™   591 

Carroll,  Major-General.    Mentioned  •   624 

Carson,  James  EL 

Correspondence  with  Adjutant-General  of  Virginia   926 

Mentioned   478,473,772,775,982 

Carter,  Captain  Mentioned   785.797 

Carter,  Private.  Mentioned   682,686 

Carter,  XL  R.   Correspond enoe  with  Robert  £.  Lee   935 

Carver,  Leonard   Mentioned   354, 357 

Cary,  Gill  A   Mentioned   75,77 

Cary,  J.  B. 

Correspondence  with  J.  B.  Magrnder   870, 877 

Mentioned   91. 649, 660, 854. 859. 862.  865. 870. 884-887. 893. 931 

Report  of  demonstration  upon  Hampton,  Va.,  May  23   35 
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Cmxj,  R.  M.   Mentioned   *74 

Cary,  William.    Mentioned   1M2 

Casey,  John  M.    Mentioned   413 

Cash,  E.  B.  C. 

Mentioned   449, 452, 456, 457, 519,  520, 522-626, 535,  543, 550, 999 

Reports  of 

Boll  Run,  Va.   Battle  of,  Jnly  21   530 

Hull  Run,  Va.,  Campaign.    Operations  Jnly  18  and  19   457 

Casson,  W.  H.    Mentioned  *.  451,526 

Causey,  W.    Mentioned   575, 1006 

Chalmers,  Surgeon.    Mentioned   .  *,   463, 544 

Chalmers,  William.    Mentioned   434 

Chamberlain,  A.  P.,  Cspt.  Mentioned  —  SB- 
Chancellor,  J.  J.   Correspondence  with  R.  £.  Lee   774 

Chandler,  C.  BL    Mentioned   8 

Chapman,  Justin  H,    Mentioned   355 

Chapman,  Stephen.    Mentioned   420 

Charles  (colored  servant).    Mentioned   533 

Charters,  Captain.    Mentioned   97 

Chase,  Salmon  P.    Mentioned   69Q 

Chatfield,  John  L    Mentioned   350. 353-355 

Cheat  River,  W.  Va,  District  of 

Biddle,  Charles  J.,  assigned  to  command  of   763 

Limits  denned   763 

Che  no  with.  Lieutenant.    Mentioned   857 

Cherry,  J.  C.    Mentioned   561 

Chesnut,  James,  jr. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  Q.  T   506 

Davie,  Jefferson   509, 513 

Mentioned   446, 485, 5fl0. 605, 508, 509,518, 513, 515, 524, 573 

Chichester,  Captaiu.    Mentioned   502.544 

C  nil  drey,  Captaiu.    Mentioned   1*7 

Chilton,  R.  EL    (See  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Generals  Office,  C.  &  A.) 

Chisman,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned   91,102 

Chisolm,  A.  R.   Mentioned  446, 460, 478, 485, 497, 500, 533, 537, 556, 573 

Chieeon,  Captaiu. (t)   Mentioned   605 

Chorrnan,  D.  G.    Mentioned   716 

Christian,  Joseph. 

Mentioned   298 

Report  of  affair  on  the  Rappahannock  River,  June  24   132 

Christian,  William  EL   Mentioned   751 

Claiborne,  Thomas  D.    Mentioned   547 

Clark,  D.  B.    Mentioned   97 

Clark,  George,  jr.   Mentioned   405 

Clark,  John  (Lieutenant).    Mentioned    268 

Clark,  John  (Mr.)     17 

Clark,  Michael  M.    Correspondence  with  Army  Headf  uarters   578 

Clark,  William  H.   Mentioned   420 

Clarke,  Daniel. 

Correspondence  with 

Benjamin,  J.  P   780 

Steuart,  George  H.   780 

Mentioned   780 
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Clarke,  Henry  F. 

Mentioned   323,343 

Report  of  the  subsistence  of  the  Union  Army  from  July  15  to  21  336 

Clarke,  J.  J.   Mentioned   781.666 

Clarkaon,  Colonel.    Mentioned   881 

Clay,  H.  I*. 

Correspondence  with  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  &  A  

Mentioned   79p 

Claybrook,  Colonel.    Mentioned   137 

0110100,118.   Mentioned  •.  ,   542 

Cloeeon,  Jerome.    Mentioned   676,712 

Clnakey,  M  W.'  Report  of  attack  on  Aquia  Creek  batteries,  May  31-June  1.  58 

Cob  urn,  Edward.   Mentioned   9 

Cochrane,  James. 

Correspondence  with  William  C.  Scott   278 

Mentioned  278, 281 

Cooke,  Captain.   Mentioned   789 

Cocke,  C.  C.   Mentioned  *   412 

Cooke,  Philip  St.  George. 

Assigned  to  command  on  "Potomac  Line"   823 

Correspondence  with 

Lee,  Robert  E   24-26, 776-780, 786, 

786,  794-796,  798,  806,  813,  817,  818,  821, 823, 824, 836, 841, 842, 845, 846 

Maury,  W.  L   796 

Ruggles,  Daniel   795,831 

8mith,  William  Taylor  .-   796 

Taylor,  A.  8   24. 

Terrett,  George  H   25 

Mentioned   440, 444, 458, 469,473-477,480, 481, 

487,  488,  492,  495,  497,  500.501.516,518.546,549,551,557,  559.  566,778, 
808,  8-20,  823,  826,827,  829,  845,  84b1,  853,  862,  879,  880,  944,  947,  1000 

Proclamation  of   804 

Reports  of  the  evacuation  of  Alexandria  by  Confederate  troops,  May  6  23-25 

Cockeysville,  Md.    Com  man  ding  Officer  of  troops  at. 
Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters  *.  584 

War  Department,  U.  8   584 

Cohen,  E.  B.  Mentioned  .   96 

Coit,  W.  H.   Mentioned   455,456 

Colburn,  A.  V.   Mentioned   347,393 

Col  burn,  Ledyard.    Mentioned   354 

Cole,  Colonel.   Mentioned   478 

Cole,  Robert  O.   Mentioned  842,988-990,994 

Coleman,  John  C.   Mentioned   268 

Col  grove,  Silas.    Mentioned   218 

Colley,  Edwin.   Mentioned   8 

Colley,  8.  L.    Mentioned   9 

Collier,  R  R    Mentioned   35 

Collins,  William.   Report  of  skirmish  near  Newport  News,  Va.,  July  6   191 

Colquitt,  Peyton  H. 

Mentioned  %   33  34 

Report  of  engagement  between  U.  &  £L  Monticello  and  the  batteries  at 

Sewell's  Point,  Va   34 

Colaon,  James  M.    Mentioned   420 
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Congress. 

Committee,  Joint.    "  Conduct  of  the  War."   Correspondence  with  Army 
Headquarters  -  ...i  128 

C.  8,  House  of  Representatives.    Correspondence  with  Wax  Department, 
C.  8   W 

U.  &,  House  of  Repreaenta tires.   Resolution  of,  and  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent to.   (Arrest  of  Baltimore  Police  Commissioners)   156 

U.  3.  Senate.    Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  ft   6, 177 

Connecticut,  Governor  of    Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  8 . . . .  661 


Connecticut  Troops,    Mentioned.    Infantry  Regiments :  1st,  314,  361,  353, 
947;  2d,  314,  :i31,353,  354,  947;  3d,  314,  349-351.353-356,716;  4th,  172,  1SL 


Council,  John  M. 

Mentioned  213,  214 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Glenville,  W.  Vs.,  July  2  *   211 

Conner,  James.    Mentioned  ■  524.667 

Conrad's  Ferry,  Md 

Skirmish  at,  June  17.  (See  Stone's  report*  of  RockviUe  Expedition.) 

Constitution,  Frigate.    Mentioned   683,690 

Cook,  Mr.    Mentioned   68 

Cook,  Mr.   Mentioned.....   205 

Cook,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned  «   96 

Cook,  Aaa  M.   Mentioned   29, 605, 623, 760 

Cook,  Henry  C.    Mentioned  „   400 

Cook,  Walter  H.  Mentioned   382 

Cook,  William  H.   Mentioned    366 

Cooke,  Giles  B.    Mentioned    2& 

(See  Philip  St.  George  Cocke.) 

Cooke,  William  M.    Mentioned  t..-   298 

Coon,  a.  Park.   Mentioned   351, 371 

Coons,  Captain.    Mentioned   232 

Cooper  (Orderly).    Mentioned   356 

Cooper,  James.    Mentioned  ..%  «...   738 

Cooper,  Samuel   Mentioned   238, 606, 510, 856, 930, 932, 936, 947, 1002, 1011 

(See  Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraV$  Office,  C.  &  A.) 

Cop  pens,  O.   Mentioned  ^_   988,951,967 

Corcoran,  Michael 

Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters    610 

Mentioned   40, 169. 368, 370-372, 497, 633, 662, 606, 7M 

Corley,  James  L.   Mentioned  265,274. 283, 286.287 

(See  1L  &  Garnet  L) 

Cornell,  Charles  G.    Mentioned   388.396 

Corrick's  Ford,  W.  Va.   (See  CarrieVt  Ford,  W.  Fa.) 
Corse,  M.  D. 

Mentioned   445. 462. 464. 543. 774, 1000 

Report  of  Battle  of  Bull  Run,  Va.  July  21   544 

Cosby,  G.  B.   Mentioned   883,901 

(See  J.  B.  Magruder.) 

Coulter,  Richard.    Mentioned  •   183, 184 

Cowan,  John  T.   Mentioned   255, 269, 268> 

Cowan,  R.  XL 

Mentioned   254,884 

Report  of  action  at  Philippi,  W.  Va.,  June  3   68 

Coward,  A.   Mentioned   639 

Cow  drey,  F.  H.   Mentioned  432 
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Cox,  J.  D. 

Correspondence  with  George  B.  McCleilan   197 

Mentioned   196, 200, 203, 204, 210, 288, 744,746, 752, 762,  7C7 

Craig,  Presley  O.   Mentioned   380, 425,  431 

Craig,  William.   Mentioned   744 

Crandall,  William  B.    Mentioned   432 

Crane,  Sergeant.    Mentioned   9£> 

Crawford,  Mr.  Mentioned   70 

Crawford,  William 

Correspondence  with 

Baltimore  Marshal  of  Police   577 

Felton,  8.  M   577 

Creager,  J.  P.   Mentioned   760 

Creaaey,  Jamea  B.    Mentioned   271 

Creiger,  John  A.   Mentioned   411 

Crenshaw,  Lieutenant-Colonel.    Mentioned   237 

Crittenden,  Charles  T.   Mentioned   131 

Crittenden,  J.  J.   Mentioned   074 

Crittenden,  Thomas  T.    Mentioned   67,223 

Crosby,  Mr.    Mentioned  ..%   29 

Croaman,  George  H.   Mentioned   163, 713 

Cross,  Charles  B.   Mentioned   333, 334, 382, 386 

Crowe,  John.   Mentioned  «.  128 

Cramp,  Charles  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Lee,  Robert  £   949 

Magruder,  John  B    1007 

Mentioned   132,772, 970 

Crutcher,  George  L.    Mentioned   511 

Cullen,  J.  8.  D.   Mentioned   446, 463, 544 

Cumberland,  Md. 

Commanding  Officer  at.    Correspondence  with  Robert  Patterson   162 

Occupation  of  642, 668, 675, 676 

Cumberland,  Steamer.   Mentioned  81,22.54 

Cumming,  A.   Mentioned   576,991,1003, 1004 

Cumminga.  Lieutenant.    Mentioned   5211 

Cumminga,  A  C.    Mentioned   187, 477, 481 

Cumminga,  John  £L   Mentioned   484 

Currell,  J.  R.   Mentioned   539 

Currin,  Warren.   Mentioned   221 

Curry,  Mr.    Mentioned   229 

Curry,  David  P.   Mentioned   245, 246, 256, 257, 259, 267, 268 

Cur  son,  C.   Mentioned   399 

Curtiu,  A  G.    Mentioned   160,161,582,585,598 

(See  Pennsylvania,  Governor  of.) 

Curtis,  Mr.    Mentioned   191 

Curtis,  Captain.  Mentioned   fiZB 

Curtis,  George  W.    Mentioned   698,704 

.Curtis,  James. 

Mentioned   337.343 

Report  of  the  subsistence  of  the  Union  Army  from  July  hi  to  22    340 

Cuahing,  Alonzo  H,   Mentioned   348,431 

Gushing,  Samuel  T.    Mentioned   426 

Cuthbert,  G.  B.  Mentioned   452,624-526 

Cutshaw,  Lieut.  (W.  E.  T).  Mentioned  35.36.871 
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Cuyler,  John  M.   Mentioned   900 

Daggett,  Daniel  C.   Mentioned   £31 

Dahlgren,  John  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Mansfield,  J.  K.  F   751 

SUte  Department,  U.  8   642 

Mentioned   591 

D amain ville,  Laden.   Mentioned   435 

Danforth,  H.  W.   Mentioned   & 

Daniel  Robert  R.   Mentioned   435 

Dare,  Charles  P. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  Patterson   £42 

Mentioned   180. 820,6-26,  627.  642 

Damn,  P.   Mentioned   231, 232, 737 

Davidson,  B.  H.    Mentioned   fZl 

Davidson,  George  8, 

Mentioned  •490,553,568.559 

Report  of  battle  of  Ball  Run,  Vs. ,  July  21   563 

Daviea,  Henry  E.,  jr.    Mentioned   681 

Da  vies,  R.  L.   Mentioned   573 

Daviea,  Thomas  A. 

Mentioned  .299, 315, 323, 327, 328, 335, 340, 374, 375, 378, 379, 381, 382, 424-426, 498. 569 
Reports  of 

Alexandria,  Va.    Reconnaissance  from,  July  14   299 

Ball  Ran,  Vs.  Battle  of,  July  21    428,432 

Daviea,  Thomas  J.   Mentioned     520 

Davis,  Mr.    Mentioned   539 

Davis,  Lieutenant.   Mentioned   949 

Davis,  Surgeon.   Mentioned   463 

Davis,  Garrett 

Correspondence  with  George  B.  McClellan   677 

Mentioned   677 

Davis,  George  D.   Correspondence  with  Robert  £.  Lee   950 

Davis,  J.  L.    Mentioned   292. 974 

Davis,  Jefferson. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Offloe,  C.  8.  A   478,  512. 986, 987 

Aston,  Sam  up  1  W   9jy 

Beauregard,  G.  T  ^607, 508, 901, 906, 922, 946, 969, 9*0, 1M1 

Beksm,  C.  8.   984 

Chesont,  James,  jr  „   509,  513 

Floyd,  John  B  638,906 

Fnlkerson,  J.  V   984 

Herman,  M.G   247 

Banter,  B.M.T   920 

Johnston,  Joseph  £   611, 906, 945, 973, 976, 985 

Kernen,  Edward  D   984 

Lee,  Robert  £  612.515.H90 

Robinson,  Wyndham  ,   984 

Ruckman,  John  H   ftlfl 

Virginia,  Governor  of   773 

White,  Newton  K   984 

Indorsement  of,  in  Beauregard's  report,  battle  of  Bull  Ran,  July  21   504 

Mentioned   7Q, 246. 28ti. 325. 473. 509, 758. 772. 794. 797. >-91. 966 
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Davis,  John  W.   Mentioned   10.139-141.144^140 

Davis,  N.  H.   Mentioned   231 

Davis,  Robert  W.  Mentioned   9,21 

Dayton,  William  L.    Mentioned   alii 

Dean,  William  J.    Mentioned   354,357 

Dearing,  James.   Mentioned   517 

Deas,  George. 

Mentioned   189, 478, 515, 891 

Reports  of  inspection  of  Harper's  Ferry  and  outposts   861,867 

(See  Robert  E.  Lee.) 

Do  Choiseul,  Charles.   Mentioned   445. 

De  Oraw,  C.  B.  Mentioned   3ad 

De  Lagnel,  Julius  A.    Mentioned  242, 

244, 245, 25b, 257, 260, 264, 205, 267-271, 273, 277, 273 

Delaware.   Embraced  in  Department  of  Washington   572 

Delaware  Troops.   Mentioned.    Infantry  Regiment :  1st,  704, 731>. 

Dengraa,  Victor.   Mentioned   fi 

Denike,  Abraham.   Mentioned   90_ 

Dennis,  Mr.    Mentioned   1008 

Dennis,  George  E.    Mentioned   465 

Dennison,  W.   Mentioned   197.629.864 

(See  Ohio,  Governor  of. ) 

De  Pass,  W.  L.    Mentioned   526 

De  priest,  Emmett  E.    Mentioned   287 

Depuy,  EL  G. 

Mentioned   224-229 

Report  of  operations  West  Virginia  Campaign,  July  Li  and  14   23Q 

De  Russy,  I*.  G.   Mentioned   8j6Jj 

De  Russy,  Rene*  E.    Mentioned  28.612.649.651 

Devaughn,  S.  EL   Mentioned   819 

Devens,  Charles,  jr.   Mentioned   605 

De  Villiera,  Charles  A.   Mentioned   292 

Devoe,  Frederick.    Mentioned   391 

Deyerle,  M.  P.   Mentioned   549 

Dickerson,  BL  D.   Mentioned   10_2_ 

Dickeraon,  John  EL    Mentioned   744 

Dickinson,  William   Mentioned   386.391 

Dike,  Henry.   Mentioned    8 

Dike,  J.  BL   Mentioned   7,8 

Dlmick,  Justin. 

Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters   612 

Mentioned   21, 23, 52, 640, 648, 853, 862, 870 

Report  of  exchange  of  shots  between  U.  S_.  S,  Yankee  and  batteries  at 

Gloucester  Point,  Va.,  May  2.   g? 

Dimmock,  C. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee   785, 791, 797, 858, 873 

Mentioned   809,836,  E91.955 

Dingier,  John.   Mentioned   96 

District  of  Columbia  Troops.   Mentioned.   Company  (Confederate):  Bhei 
man's, 812,  Militia  Battalions  (Union):  2d,  106,  107,  113, 114j  3d,  106, 107. 
112, 120;  5th,  106,  lfil ;  8th,  IPG,  107,113;  President's  Mounted  Guard.  106, 
12iL 
Dlx,  John  A. 

Anilines  command  of  Department  of  Mary  land   759 
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Psg* 

Dlx,  John  A — Continuad. 
Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarter*   700, 757, 7','^  761, 762 

Batler,  Benjamin  F   761 

War  Department,  U.  8   761.765.770 

Mentioned   171. 173. 749. 759 

Dobbin,  George  W.   Mentioned   12 

Dobba,  Angler.   Mentioned   226 

Doby,  A.B.   Mentioned   40 1, 453, 526 

Dodda,  Ozro  J.    Mentioned   232 

Dodge,  George  R.    (See  Baltimore,  Mar$hal  of  Police.) 

Dodge,  Richard  I.    Mentioned   390,391 

Domanski,  Louis.    Mentioned   435 

Dooelaon,  Daniel  £L   Mentioned   1002 

Dormin,  Mr.    Mentioned   128 

Dorring,  Nicholas.  Mentioned  %   294 

Dorset,  John  B.   Mentioned   267,268 

Dorsey,  William  H.    Mentioned   624 

Double  day,  Abner.   Mentioned   161,172, 700-702. 707.711.707,268 

Douglas,  A.  T.    Mentioned   354 

Douthat,  Charles  F.    Correspondence  with  D.  A.  Langhorne   906 

Douthat,  R.    Mentioned   91,96,893 

Downey,  John.    Mentioned   408 

Downs,  Mr.    Mentioned   703 

Doyle,  Robert  L.    Correspondence  with  Joseph  E.  Johnston    905 

Drake,  Albert  W.   Mentioned   3Q& 

Drake,  George.   Mentioned   183 

Draper,  Simeon.   Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  8   7M 

Dresser,  George  W.    Mentioned  313, 34H,  373 

Dreux,  Charles  D.    Mentioned  .188-192, 297, 741, 961, 963, 964, 972 

Dnimmond,  Thomas.   Mentioned   ai»3 

Du  Barry,  B. 

Corre?pondencc  with  Army  Headquarters   690 

Mentioned   658,750 

Du  ffield,  C.  B.   Mentioned   288,389 

Duffey,  Felix.   Mentioned   tiio 

Duke,  R.  T.  W.    Mentioned   497 

Dulany,  W.  BL   Mentioned   812 

Dumont,  Bbenezer. 

Correspondence  with  T.  A.  Morris    (2 

Mentioned   65-68,219,222,223 

Duncan,  Blanton.    Mentioned   479, 861 

Dunn,  John.   Mentioned   90 

Dunn  ell,  Mark  H. 

Mentioned   413.419 

Report  of  Battle  of  Bull  Run,  Va,,  July  21    421 

Dunning,  Samuel  BL   Mentioned   23^-228 

DuPont,  Mr.    Mentioned   694. 617 

Duprey,  T.  H.    Mentioned   526 

Durant,  T.  M.   Mentioned   52fi 

DurrelL  G.  G.   Mentioned   8 

Duryea,  Lieutenant.   Mentioned   qq 

Duryea,  A   Mentioned  78^79, 81-87. 89, 90, 761, 76T-.  214 

Duryee,  Redfield.   Mentioned   355 
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D'Utassy,  Frederick  O.  Mentioned  

Dye,  M  E.  Mentioned  

Dyer,  Alexander  B.  Mentioned  

Dyer,  Granville  J.   Mentioned   26f£ 

Earle,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned   560.561 

Early,  Jubal  A. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E. Lee  ...  806, 822, 835, ttj , 856, 800, 883, 905. 906, 9 HZ 

Mentioned  441-446, 462, 460,  467, 

469,  473,476-477.  479.  486,  491,  496,497,500,616,807,829,906,944,  LOOP 

Reports  of 

Blackburn's  Ford,  Va.   Action  at,  July  18  

Bull  Ran,  Va.   Battle  of,  July  21  

Earnest,  William  D.   Mentioned   184, 

Eaaley,  W.  BL  Mentioned   297, 

Eastman,  Robert  L.    Mentioned   376 

Echola,  John. 

Correepondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee   808,826,847 

Mentioned   477,  481,486,495,569 

Eddy,  A.  R   Mentioned  658,659 

Edie,  John  R.,  jr.   Mentioned   410 

Edmundson,  EL  A    Mentioned   897 

Edmundson,  BL  E. 

Correepondence  with  Joseph  E.  Johnston   967 

Mentioned   969 

Edwards  (Scout).   Mentioned   J211 

Edwards,  Clark  B>   Mentioned  '.   421 

Edwards  Ferry,  Md.   Skirmish  at,  June  18.    (See  Stont>»  report*  of  Rockrille 

Expedition. ) 
Edwards,  John. 

Mentioned   328. 348. 378-380. 429-431. 769 

Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Va.,  July  21   381 

Edwards,  Thomas  W.    (See  Loudoun  County,  Pa.,  Citizens  of.) 

Einstein,  Max.   Mentioned   427 

Elder  kin,  W.  A    Mentioned   348, 407 

EUerson,  J.  BL   Mentioned   89 

Elliott,  BL  BL   Mentioned   lfllQ 

Elliott,  R  P.   Mentioned   1Q1Q 

Ellis,  W.  BL   Mentioned   469 

Ellsworth,  Elmer  E.    Mentioned  39-41 

Elmo,  William   Mentioned  <   2£ 

Ely,  Alfred.    Mentioned   5J£1 

Ely,  William  O.   Mentioned   350,355 

Elzey,  Lieutenant.   Mentioned   54ii 

Elzey,  Arnold.   Mentioned...  187. 470. 472. 476, 477, 479, 480, 496, 500, 555, 557, 569, 883. 

Empire  City,  Steamer.   Mentioned   62 

Eableman,  B.  P.   Mentioned  443, 444, 462, 464, 467, 468 

Evans,  A  L.    Mentioned  ,   559 

Evans,  Frank.    Mentioned   233 

Evans,  N.  O. 

Mentioned...  408. 441. 473-475, 477, 4H7-494, 497, 499, 546, 551. 553. 554, 566. 567, 1000 

Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Va. ,  July  21  ..   558 

Evans,  W.  BL  Mentioned   531, 534, 535 

Everett,  Charles.   Mentioned   106-108,  111,  112 

Everly,  J  BL   Mentioned   268 
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Dwell,  Benjamin  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Lee,  Robert  £  838, 863, 859. 863.  870.  875. 801, 900 

Magruder,  John  B   8JB 

Virginia,  Adjutant-General  of   {£& 

Mentioned   37, 

833,  835,  868,  865.  870.  871.  876-876.  886,  887,  892,  894,902,903,931.970 
Swell.  Richard  8. 

Correspondence  with 

Bon  ham,  M.  L   til 

Jones,  David  K   538 

Mentioned  59, 61, 

62,  64,  440,  441,  444,  446,  450,  459.  460,  466,  469, 473. 475, 477. 479, 4d0, 
486. 488, 491. 498. 499. 502, 516, 517, 537, 538, 565,  873,  879,  897,  944,  1000 

Reports  of 

Bull  Ran,  Va.   Battle  of,  July  21   536 

Fairfax  Court-House,  Va.    Skirmish  at,  June  1   63 

Ewtng,  Chatham  T.    Mentioned   232 

Fairbanks,  John  D.    Mentioned   404 

Fairfax,  A.  B.   Mentioned   809 

Fairfax  Court-House,  Va. 

Skirmish  at,  June  1.    Reports  of 

Bonham,  M.  L.  61,62 

Ewell,  R.8   63 

McDowell,  Irrin  59, 61 

Tompkins,  Charles  H   a> 

Skirmish  at,  July  17.   Reports  of 

Beauregard,  G.  T   438 

Bonham,  M.  L   449 

Kemper,  Del   45H 

Kershaw,  J.  B   451 

McDowell,  Irvin   305 

Rodes,  R.  E   459 

Willcox,  Orlando  B   309, 310 

Williams,  J.  EL   453 

Fairy,  Steamer.    Mentioned   705 

Falkner,  W.  C.  Mentioned   477,487, 868,869 

Fa  Han,  Thomas.    Mentioned   9jB 

Falling  Waters,  W.  Va, 

Engagement  at,  July  2.    Reports  of 

Abercrombie,  J.  J   182 

Harper,  Kenton   186 

Hudson,  Edward  MoK   im 

Jackson,  T.  J   1SQ 

Jarrett,  P   183 

Johnston,  Joseph  E   185. 470 

Keim,  W.  H   181 

Patterson,  R   157, 160 

Perkins,  D.  D   180 

Simpson,  James  H    i?9 

Starkweather,  John  C,   182 

Thomas,  George  H   129 

Falls,  Mr.    Mentioned   627 

Farley,  Louis.   Mentioned   135 
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Fimhim,  N.  L. 

Mentioned   403, 404, 406,411 

Report  of  occupation  of  Alexandria,  Va. ,  May  241  by  Union  forces   41 

Farna worth,  Addison. 

Mentioned   411 

Report  of  battle  of  Boll  Ron,  Va.,  July  21   413 

Farquhar,  Francia  XT.    Mentioned   404 

Fauntleroy,  C.  M.    Mentioned   478,824,864,868 

Fauntleroy,  T.  T.   Mentioned   939 

Fay,  R.  S  ,  jr.   Mentioned   642,066 

Fearing,  H.  £L    Mentioned.....   60 

Fea  theraton,  W.  8, 

Mentioned   638, 1000 

Report  of  battle  of  Boll  Bon,  Va.,  July  21   639 

Felder,  Edward.  Mentioned  *   527 

Folder,  J.  H.    Mentioned   627 

Fellowa,  W.,  jr.    Mentioned   469 

Felton,  a  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  fl.  A   678 

Crawford,  William   577 

Lockwood,  Henry  H   739 

Patterson,  Robert   609 

War  Department,  U.  8   677, 578, 598 

Mentioned  685, 599, 610, 616-618, 635 

Ferguson,  a  W.   Mentioned   446, 466, 478, 484, 500, 537, 569 

Fernandez,  Private.   Mentioned   542 

Ficklin,  J.  B.  Mentioned   853 

Field,  Charles  J.   Mentioned   336 

Figgat,  James  H.  BL    Mentioned   533 

Finton,  Thomas.    Mentioned   127 

Fisher,  C.  F.    Mentioned   477,499 

Fiak,  a  W. 

Mentioned   189 

Report  of  skirmish  near  Newport  News,  Va.,  July  6    1«8 

Fiake,  Frank  a 

Mentioned   396, 399 

Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Va.,  July  21   401 

Fitchett,  Mr.   Mentioned  190. 191 

Fitzgerald,  B.  O.   Mentioned   297.298 

Fitzgerald,  William  B.   Mentioned   991 

Flagler,  D.  W.   Mentioned   882,386 

Flanders,  Stephen.    Mentioned   8 

Flood,  Henry.    Mentioned   381 

Flood,  J.  W.    Mentioned   468,539 

Flonrnoy,  Captain.    Mentioned   947 

Floyd,  J.  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  8,  A   966,9*1 

Da  via,  Jefferson  -w   838,906 

War  Department,  C.  8   gpj 

Mentioned   241,290,291,909, 946,981,986,999, 1006,1011 

Follansbee,  A  a   Mentioned   I 

Fontaine,  Colonel.   Mentioned   307 

Fontaine,  Edward.    Mentioned   539 
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Forbes,  Colonel.   Mentioned   1QQ5 

Ford,  J.  W.    Mentioned  .   639 

Forrest,  French. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  £.  Lee  .   894 

Mentioned   806,809,911 

Fortler,  John.   Mentioned   y 

Forton,  J.  L.    Mentioned   252 

Foes,  F.  C.    Mentioned   354,357- 

Foster,  B.  B.    Mentioned  .   528 

Foster,  Robert  fl.    Mentioned  _   218 

Foukes,  William  J.    Mentioned   564 

Fountain  e,  Edward.    Mentioned   533 

Fowle,  W.  BL    Mentioned   446,  501 

Fowler,  W.  EL    Mentioned   460 

Frank,  Paul   Mentioned   60 

Frankfort,  W.  Vs.    Report  of  Lew.  Wallace  of  skirmish  st,  June  26   134 

Franklin,  William  B. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  8  •   662,700 

Mentioned   315, 320, 323, 327, 402, 408, 409, 439, 603, 569, 603 

Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Vs.,  July  21   405 

Fredericksburg.  Department  of 

Cocke,  Philip  St.  George,  assigned  to  command  on  "  Potomac  Line"   823 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H.^  assigned  to  command  of  troops  in  vicinity  of  Fred- 
ericksburg  907 

Orders,  General,  series  1861 :  No.  1,  775;  No.  9.  833. 

Kugglee,  Daniel,  assumes  command  on  "  Potomac  Line"   775 

(For operations,  see  Virginia,  Northeastern.) 

French,  S.  Basse  tt   Mentioned   856 

Frossard,  Edward.    Mentioned   435 

Frosaard,  Eugene.    Mentioned   435 

Frothlngham,  J.  B.    Mentioned   224. 

Fry,  James  B.    Mentioned   323,417.418.603.746 

(8ee  Jrvin  McDowell) 

Fry,  W.  EL   Mentioned   445,463.817 

Fulkerson,  J.  V.   Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Dsris   tiB* 

Fuller,  Sergeant.    Mentioned   562 

Poller,  William  D. 

Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Ron,  Vs.,  July  21   366 

Mentioned    312,348,362,363 

Fulton,  Colonel.    Mentioned   1005 

Fun » ten,  Mr.   Mentioned  ••.   777 

Funsten,  D.   Mentioned   445.463 

Funsten,  O.  R    Mentioned   953,964 

Fuqus,  Private.    Mentioned   533 

Oadberry,  James  M.   Mentioned   129 

Oaebel  F.  A  BL  Mentioned   295.296 

Oaither,  George  R    Mentioned   624,952,953 

Galbraith,  J.  M.    Mentioned   469 

Gamble,  M.  W.    Mentioned   268 

Gammon,  Captain.    Mentioned   993 

Garden,  Sergeant.    Mentioned   521 

Gardner,  Aaa  Bird.    Mentioned  *   435 

Gardner,  Fleming.    Mentioned   465, 656, 558 

Gardner,  H    Mentioned   8 

Gardner,  W.  M.    Mentioned   477,487,490 
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Page. 

Gareache",  Julias  P.   Mentioned   603 

Garland,  a,  jr.  Mentioned   445, 462, 544, 817, 821, 824, 845, 879. 1000 

Garnett,  Camp.    (See  Mich  Mountain.) 

Garnett,  Dr.    Mentioned   252 

Garnett,  Captain.   Mentioned   138 

Garnett,  J.J.    Mentioned   442^444, 464. 466. 468,  409, 498. 516. 517 

Garnett,  R.  S. 

Assigned  to  command  in  Northwestern  Virginia   915 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  &  A   926, 930. 936, 942 

Lee,  Robert  E   239,  240,  242,  885, 888, 891, 947. 960 

Pegram,  John  —   276 

Soott,  William  C   276, 281-283 

Mentioned   72,203-207,210,222- 

225.227.243-252,  255-261,  264-267,  269,  273-278,  281-287,  290,  291,  485, 
505, 507, 510, 863, 910, 915,  948,  954,  955,  974,  976,  981,  984,  989,  996,  998 
Reports  of  preliminary  operations  West  Virginia  Campaign  from  June 

25  to  July  6   236.239.240 

(See  Robert  E.  Lee.) 

Garrett,  John  W. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S   615, 617 

Mentioned-   578,596, 629.635 

GartreU,  Lnciua  J.   Mentioned   477,487 

Gary,  M.  W.(f )   Mentioned  —   524 

Gatchell,  William.  H.    Mentioned   139-141, 144-146 

Gates,  David.    Mentioned   127 

George  Page,  Steamer.    Mentioned  .   810 

Georgia  Troops  Mentioned.  City  Light  Guards  (Columbus,  Oa.) :  34. 
Infantry  Regiments:  1st,  248, 253, 285, 942, 994, 998, 999 ;  6th,  964j  7th,  409, 
470,  473, 474, 487, 489.  490, 492,  495,  569,  570,  910  ;  8th,  470,  473,  474,  487,  489, 
490,  559.  569, 570 ;  9th,  470,472;  10th,  576j  12th,  240,  243-245,  260,  263,  284, 
984.993,994. 

Georgians,  Schooner.   Seizure  of   740 

Georgianna,  Steamer.   Mentioned   595 

Gerhard,  J.    Mentioned   107 

Getty,  G.  Thomas,   Mentioned   242 

Gibbons,  f&  B.   Mentioned   479 

Gibson,  Augustus  A.   Mentioned   599 

Gibson,  C.  BL  Mentioned   406 

Gibson,  T.  &  Mentioned   950 

Gilbert,  Rufua  EL    Mentioned   90 

Giles,  J.  R.  R.(f)  Mentioned   542 

Gil  ham,  William.   Mentioned   960, 996. 1006 

Gill  C.  L.  Mentioned  :   6 

Gill,  George  M. 

Mentioned   16 

Statement  of,  relative  to  Baltimore  riot,  &c   go 

Gill  am,  Colonel    Mentioned   790 

Gilmer,  John.   Mentioned   852 

Gilxn ore,  William  E.   Mentioned  ^ .  214 

Gist,  9,  R.   Mentioned  492, 973 

Gittings,  J.  G.   Mentioned   &!3 

Gittings,  John  3.   Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S   5J3Q 

Glaubensklee,  Theodore  G.   Mentioned   •*£> 

Glenville,  W.  Va.    Report  of  John  M.  Connell  of  skirmish  at,  July  7   211 
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Gloucester  Point,  Va.    Report  of  Justin  Ditnick  of  exchange  of  abuts  between 

U.  &  S.  Yankee  and  batteries  at,  May  9   27 

Goddard,  William.   Mentioned   399 

Goff,  David.   Mentioned   830, 888, 843, 848, 855, 657 

Going,  Lewis.    Mentioned   271 

Goode,  Thomas  F.    Mentioned   297 

Goodenough,  R  A    Mentioned   336 

Goodhue,  Captain.    Mentioned   399 

Goodwin,  Lewis  B.   Mentioned   421 

Goodwyn,  A.  D.    Mentioned   526 

Gordon,  David  8.    Mentioned   60, 355,562 

Gordon,  J.  W.    Mentioned   220 

Gordon,  W.  W.    Mentioned   185,  569 

Goree,  T.    Mentioned  ~   502, 544 

Go r gas,  J.   (See  Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A.) 

Gorman,  Willia  A.  Mentioned   405,406 

Gourley,  W.  D.    Mentioned   2 

Grafton,  W.  Va 

Advance  upon  and  occupation  of,  by  U.  8.  troops,  May  26-30.    Reports  of 

McClellan,  George  B  44-49 

Porterfield,  G.  A   51 

Tompkins,  C.  Q   Jj0_ 

Graham,  James  D.    Mentioned   724 

Graham,  W.  M.   Mentioned   183 

Grammer,  Captain.   Mentioned   108 

Grant,  John.   Mentioned   504,  jjjj 

Graves  (wagon -master).   Mentioned   340 

Graves,  William  H,    Meutioned   413 

Gray,  Charles  C.    Mentioned   345 

Gray,  William  H.   Mentioned   626,632,640 

Grayson,  Fitshogh.   Mentioned   546 

Great  Falls,  Md.   Report  of  Anton  Becker  of  skirmish  at,  July  7   123 

Greble,  John  T.   Mentioned   80, 82, 85, 86, 88-90 

Green,  Captain.    Mentioned   tJ2 

Green,  Allen  J.  Mentioned   524, 527, 547 

Green,  J.  Shac.    Mentioned   81U 

Green,  James.   Correspondence  with  EL  HL  Lock  wood   740 

Green,  Michael.    Mentioned   8 

Green,  William  J.    Mentioned   565,933 

Greene,  Oliver  D. 

Mentioned   348, 366, 374, 429, 431, 768, 769 

Report  of  battle  of  Boll  Ron,  Va. ,  July  81   436 

Gregg,         i  Mentioned   128 

Gregg,  Maxoy. 

Mentioned   62 

Report  of  action  near  Vienna,  Va.,  June  17   128 

Gregory,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned   9G 

Gresham,  James  W.   Mentioned   132, 133 

Gretter,  Sergeant.    Mentioned   190 

Grey,  Thomas.   Mentioned...  «.   340, 341, 634 

Griffin,  Charles, 

Mentioned   328, 346, 348, 384, 385, 769 

Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Rnn,  Va.,  July  21   394 

Griffith,  Richard.    Mentioned   1000 
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Grumell,  Mosea  H.   Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  8  

Qrlswold,  Stephen.    Mentioned   416 

Groot,  Edward  W.    Mentioned  f   423 

Orover,  Timothy  C.   Mentioned   135 

Orymea,  Custus.    Mentioned   ftan 

Oadger,  R  V.   Mentioned   96 

Gunnell,  Dr.    Mentioned   63 

Guthrie,  James.    Mentioned   674. 

Gwynn,  Walter. 

Assigned  to  and  relieved  from  command  of  forces  in  and  about  Norfolk,  Va . .  783, 807 
Correspondence  with  Robert  £.  Lee..  791. 795,799-801,804, 808, 835. 836-840, 863.  866 

Mentioned   783. 798. 804. 816. 837,  a62 

Report  of  engagement  between  U.  S.  iL  Montioello  and  the  battery  at  Se  well's 

Point,  Va.,  May  lfl=lft   35 

Habock,  Jamea  J.   Correspondence  with  D.  A.  Langhome.....   906 

Habeas  Corpus,  Writ  of.    To  be  suspended  if  necessary   602 

Hackett,  Stephen.   Mentioned   1B9, 190, 192, 964 

Haggerty,  James.    Mentioned  *   369,371,372 

Haggerty,  Peter.   Mentioned  81,84,86 

Hagner,  Peter  V.   Mentioned   652 

Hagood,  Johnson.   Mentioned  520,524.527 

Halle,  C.  C.   Mentioned  -   451,526 

Halle,  J.  L.    Mentioned   526 

Haina,  Peter  C.   Mentioned   346,350, 357,359,364 

Hair,  Hamilton.   Mentioned   435 

Hairs  ton,  P.,  Jr.*  Mentioned   443, 445, 462, 463, 543, 555 

Haixston,  P.  W.   Mentioned   484 

Hale,  Captain.   Mentioned   532, 534 

Hale,  John  P.    Mentioned   ft 

(See  Congreee.) 

Hale,  R.  C.   Mentioned   646,647 

Hale,  William  H.   Mentioned   386 

(See  Pennsylvania,  Quartermaster- General  of.) 

Hall,  Albert  B.    Mentioned   420 

Hall,  R   Mentioned   268.989 

Halscy,  Lieutenant.   Mentioned'.   458,533 

Hamblin,  Thomas  S.    Mentioned   41ft 

Hamilton,  Alexander,  jr.   Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  8   756 

Hamilton,  D.  H.   Mentioned   129,  130 

Hamilton,  Frank  H\    Mentioned  -   432, 435 

Hamilton,  Frank,  jr.   Mentioned   435 

Hamilton,  Samuel  C.   Mentioned   419 

Hamilton,  Schuyler.    Mentioned  '.  114,611,634 

(See  Army  Headquarter*.) 

HammeU,  William  W.    Mentioned   741 

Hammond,  B.  Spann.    Mentioned  ..   5 Id 

Hampton,  Va. 

Demonstration  upon,  May  23,   Reports  of 

Cary,  J.  B   36 

Magruder,  J.  B   36.37 

Hampton,  Wade. 

Mentioned  474.402,500 

Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Va. ,  July  21   566 

Hansborough,  Q.  W.   Mentioned   239,242 

Han sco'.).    Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarter*   747 
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Hardee,  Captain.    Mentioned   576 

Hardy,  W  H.    Mentioned   625, 506, 550 

Hare,  R  R.    Mentioned   634 

Barman,  B.  H.    Mentioned   186 

Harman,  John  A.    Mentioned   185,833 

Harman,  M.  O 

Correspondence  with 

Da  via,  Jefferson   247 

Jackson,  XL  K  969, 990, 993. 994 

Lee,  Robert  £   245,910,993,994 

Porterfield,  G.  A   70 

Scott,  W.  C   244 

Virginia,  Goyernor  of   848 

Mentioned   250,254,873,955,987 

Report  of  action  at  Philippi,  W.  Va,  Jane  2  68,69 

ReporU  from  and  instruct iona  to,  West  Virginia  Campaign   244-247 

Harman,  W.  H  Mentioned...-.   773 

Harness,  O.  8.    Mentioned   268 

Harold,  Milea    Mentioned   265 

Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va 

Armory  at,  destruction  of,  April  18*. 
Communications  from 

Ordnance  Department,  U.  8-  A     a 

Senate  of  the  United  States   6 

War  Department,  U.  &   5_ 

Reports  of  Roger  Jones   3-5 

Evacuation  of,  by  Confederates  472,  686,  689-693, 923-925, 929, 930 

Harper,  Kenton,  relieved  from  command   787 

Inspection  of.    Reports  of  George  Deas  861, 867 

Jackson,  Thomas  J.,  assigned  to  command  of  troops  at  and  about. ..  784,787,828 
Johnston,  J.  E. ,  assigned  to  and  assumes  command  of  troops  near .  844, 871, 872, 877 

Report  of  W.  H.  C.  Whiting  as  to  condition  of  defenses  of   890 

Reports  of  seizure  of  railroad  train  at 

Butler,  Benjamin  F   32 

Shriver,  Edward   22 

Skirmish  at,  July  4,   (See  SUmJ$  reports  Rockville  Expedition.) 
Harper's  Ferry  and  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign. 
Communications  from 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  &  A   177 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  s.  A   844.923.940 

Allen,  J.  W   899 

Army  Headquarters          157-150, 161, 164  168.  637, 660,  662,  1363, 670, 673, 680, 

681,690,691,  (594,  696, 703,  709,  711,  725-727,  734,  743,  743,  746.  764,  765 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P   764, 767. 770 

Beauregard,  G.  T   1009 

Blanc  hard,  A.  G   813 

Burn  side,  A.  E   715 

Cadwalader,  George  688, 698, 704, 728 

Cooke,  Philip  St.  George   846 

Davis,  Jefferson   945, 973 

Deas,  George   861.867 

Dimmock,C   785, 797 

Doyle,  Robert  L   905 

Echols,  John   847 

Edmundson,  1LE   96? 
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Harper's  Ferry  and  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign — Continued. 
Communications  from 

Harper,  Kenton   772.774 

Jackson,  T.  J   809, 814, 823, 832, 863, 871,  872,  g7 

Johnston,  Joseph  E   856, 

860, 862, 871, 880, 881, 889, 895, 907, 922,  939,  934, 937, 948, 967, 969,  ^ 

Lee,  Robert  E.   781,784,786. 793,806, 

822, 824-826, 836, 640, 860, 862, 883, 891, 894, 897, 901, 910, 945, 948, 95£ 

MoCall,  George  A.   735 

MeClellan,  George  B   159 

McDonald,  Angus  W   952 

McDowell,  Irvin   664 

Maryland,  Governor  of   671 

Mason,  J.  M   MA 

Neg ley,  James  8.   728 

Newton,  John  732, 733 

Patterson,  Robert   157-159,162, 164- 

166, 170, 172, 173-176, 657,  660-662, 668-670, 672,  G73, 67ti-6*),  683- 
687^ 689,  GDI,  092, 695^701^ 707,  709, 71 1 ,  712^  715, 717, 72*.  729,  732,235 

Rankin,  A.  N   12J 

Sandford,  C.  W   163 

Sherman,  John  0   202 

Virginia,  Governor  of  784.792 

War  Department,  U.  8,   166. 176. 177, 710 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C   m 

Woodhousc,  Levi   174 

Confederate  Army  withdraws  from  valley   473,982 

Council  of  War,  uiinuteH  of   163 

Patterson,  Robert,  honorably  discharged  and  relinquishes  command  171, 174 

Potomac  River  crossed  by  Union  Army   160. 179. 180, 472, 691, 692 

Report  of  Joseph  £.  Johnston   470 

Returns  of  strength  of 

Confederate  Army   187 

Union  Army   187 

(See  also  Events,  vis  :  Hunker  Hilly  Charlatown,  Falling  Water*  or  Hokt?$ 

Rum.) 

Harper,  Kenton 

Correspondence  with 

Lee,  Robert  E   781 

Virginia,  Governor  of   774 

Virginia,  Adjutant-General  of   772 

Mentioned   185, 186, 477, 481, 500. 669, 589, 773, 785. 787 

Relieved  from  command  at  Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va.   787 

Report  of  en^a^ement  at  Falling  Waters,  W.  Va.,  July  2.   186 

Harriet  Lane,  Steamer.   Mentioned   53,54,74,75 

Hani  man,  Mr.    Mentioned   29 

Harrington,  John  W.   Mentioned   455,456 

Harris,  Captain.    Mentioned   558 

Harris,  Lieutenant   Mentioned   533 

Harris,  Arnold.   Mentioned   995 

Harris,  Charles  L.   Mentioned   183 

Harris,  D.  B.  Mentioned  i   489, 497, 502, 504, 549, 553-655 

Harris,  I  ah  am  Q.    Mentioned    674,793 

Mentioned   898,399 
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Harris  W.  EL   Mentioned  ,  348,437 

Harrison,  Captain.   Mentioned   63 

Harrison,  Lieutenant.   Mentioned  76,77 

Harrison,  A  Irwin.   Mentioned   819 

Harrison,  Carter  H.   Mentioned   446,463 

Harrison,  J.  XL   Mentioned   303 

Harrison,  Julian.    Mentioned.   SBR 

Harrison,  Lloyd  M.   Mentioned   346 

Hart,  James  W.    Mentioned....   7 

Hartranft,  John  P.   Mentioned   406.746 

Harvey,  George  W.   Mentioned   420 

Harvey,  Louis  P.    (See  ff  itconsin,  Governor  of.) 

Harvie,  J.  B.    Mentioned   989 

Harvie,  L.  XL   Mentioned   801 

Hasbrouck,  Henry  C.    Mentioned   106, 112,346 

Hancall,  Herbert  A.   Mentioned   350, 355 

Hascall,  Mllo  &  '  Mentioned   68 

Haakln,  J.  A.    Correspondenoe  with  Army  Headquarters  -   584 

Haaldna,  Mr.  Mentioned   914 

Haseler,  J.  J.  8.   Mentioned   435 

Hastings,  David  H.    Mentioned  m   170 

Hatch,  William  A.   Mentioned  ~   420 

Hatton,  R.   Mentioned   1005 

Havre  de  Grace,  Md.    Occupation  of   609 

Ha  we*,  .    Mentioned   737 

Hawkins,  John  P. 

Mentioned.....   336-338, 340,341,426 

Report  oT  the  subsistence  of  the  Union  Army  from  July  It)  to  22   343 

Hawley,  Joseph  R.    Mentioned   355 

Hawthorn,  Captain.   Mentioned   661 

Hawthorne,  Sergeant.   Mentioned   662 

Hays,  Harry  T.   Mentioned   443, 445. 462, 463, 558, 1000 

Hayes,  David.   Mentioned   134. 136 

Haymond,  B.   Mentioned   943 

Hayward  (A.  D.  C).    Mentioned   446,500 

Haxlett,  John  C.  Mentioned   126 

Headepeth,  William  H    Mentioned   266 

Heald,  Josiah.    Mentioned   491 

Heath,  William  S.   Mentioned   480 

Heaton,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned   492,551,553,564 

Heck,  J.  M. 

Mentioned   60, 236,  239,  242, 243, 845-247, 259, 266, 268, 271, 884, 926 

Reports  of 

Philippi,  W.  Va.   Action  at,  June  3   G8 

"West  Virginia  Campsign,  operations  from  May  24  to  July  13   254 

Heintzelman,  8,  P. 

Correspondenoe  with  Irvin  McDowell   666 

Mentioned   40. 303. 304. 306. 307, 309, 310, 319, 315. 316-320, 322, 323, 

326. 327. 329, 331-333,  3:*7-339, 341,  347-349, 364,  36b,  384,  385,  387,  390, 
394,  :m,  398,  401,  405.  408.  409.  414,  417,  418,  489,  490,  493,  602,  607.  TM 

Reports  of 

Advance  of  Union  Army  into  Virginia   40 

Alexandria,  Va.   Occupation  of   40 

Arlington  Heights,  Va.   Occupation  of   40 

Bull  Run,  Va.   Battle  of,  July  21   402,410 

Heiss,  August.    Mentioned   434,  435 
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IH  J.  W.   Report  of  operations  July  17  and  18,  Ball  Ran  Campaign   465 


Henderson,  Captain.    Correspondence  with  J.  B.  Magrnder   1008 

Henry,  Guy  V.    Mentioned   323 

Herbert;  A.   Mentioned   flit 

Herbert,  Arthur.    Mentioned  544,646 

Heringen,  Oscar  ▼on.    Mentioned   894, 296, 296, 296 

Herron,  Quill  era    Mentioned   262 

H  easel  tine,  Frank  8.    Mentioned   490 

Heth,  Henry.   Mentioned   781,921 

Hicks,  Thomas  BL    Mentioned  ....  ,   12-15, 678, 682, 599, 671, 712, 770, 78Q 

(See  Maryland,  Governor  of.) 

Higginbotham,  John  C.    Mentioned   259,287,268 

Hill,  Mr.   687 

Hill,  Major   624,626 

Hill,  A.  P. 

Mentioned   130,471,478 

Report  of  skirmish  at  New  Creek,  W.  Va>,  Jane  19   130 

mil,  aw. 

Correspondence  with 

Irvine,  J   224.226 

McClellan,  George  B  v   224,227 

Mentioned......   204, 207, 221, 231, 233, 235, 2^7 

Report  of  operations  West  Virginia  Campaign,  from  July  4  to  19   224 

Hill,  D.  H. 

Correspondence  with  Robert.  E.  Lee   927 

Mentioned   91, 101, 866, 901, 913, 930, 939, 941 , 942, 968, 992 

Report  of  engagement  at  Big  Bethel,  Vs.,  June  10   98 

Hill,  Edward  B. 

Mentioned   348.362 

Report  of  battle  of  Boll  Run,  Vs.,  July  21   365 

Hill,  Henry.  Mentioned   291 

Hinckley,  Samuel   Mentioned   364,357 

Hlnea,  Cyrus  C.   Mentioned   219 

Hlnks,  Charles  D.  Mentioned   17.20.139-141.144-146 

Hinks,  Edward  W.   Mentioned   760 

Hitchcock,  Robert  B.    Mentioned   386,392 

Hobaon,  George  W.   Mentioned   97 

Hodge,  Justin,    Mentioned  *   356 

Hoffman,  Captain.    Mentioned   643 

Hohenhaueen,  Herman.   Mentioned   296 

Hoke,  Captain.    Mentioned    96,96 

Hoke,  Lieutenant.   Mentioned  •   96 

Hoke,  A.  D.  Mentioned   526 

Hoke.  J.  F.    Mentioned   1000 

Hoke's  Run,  W.  Va.   (See  Falling  Waten,  W.  Va.) 

Holabird,  Samuel  B.    Mentioned   688 

Holden,  Warren.   Mentioned   8 

Holden,  William  H   Mentioned   9 

Holllnbeok,  John  C.   Mentioned  v  134, 135 

Hollings worth,  E.  W.   Mentioned   216, 218 

Hollin g s w orth,  W.   Mentioned  .   562 

Holllns,  George  If. 

Assigned  to  command  naval  dofenses  James  River,  Va   972 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee  ,   972 

Mentioned   973 
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Holmes,  Lieutenant   34 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H, 

Assigned  to  command  of  troops  near  Fredericksburg,  Va.   907 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A  9*29,900 

Lee,  Robert  £.   916, 932, 94 1 , 959, 961, 963, 973, 974, 976, 978, 1003 

War  Department,  C.  8,   033, 949, 958, 959 

Mentioned   68, 440, 449, 469, 473, 475-177, 479, 480, 

485-487, 491. 499, 502, 505, 507, 510»  515,  536,  907,  932,  933,  958,  980,  983 

Reports  of 

Bull  Run,  Va.    Battle  of,  July  21   565 

Mathias  Point,  Va.    Attack  on,  Jane  27.   135 

Mathias  Point,  Va.    Descent  on,  June  25   133 

Homlston,  Joseph  M    Mentioned   345 

Hood,  John  B. 

Mentioned   132. 297, 298. 676. 883. 957, 991 . 100 a,  1004 

Report  of  skirmish  near  Newport  News,  Vs.,  July  12   297 

Hooe,  A.  B.    Mentioned  ,  m   ffiiQ 

Hoole,  Axalla  J.    Mentioned    ,   455 

Hope,  James    Mentioned   422 

Hopkins,  John.    Mentioned   17 

Hopkins,  William  J.  Mentioned   268 

Hopkins,  William  R   Mentioned   605 

Hopkins,  Wilson.   Mentioned   432 

Hopkins,  Woolsey  R.    Mentioned   432 

Horton,  Oze  Robert    Mentioned   56*2 

Horton,  V.  B.    Mentioned   656 

Hotchkiss,  Jed. 

Mentioned  255-257 

Report  of  operations  West  Virginia  Campaign,  July  2  to  14   261 

Hough,  M  J.   Mentioned   455,456 

House,  Mr.    Mentioned   1008 

Houston,  David  a   Mentioned   38, 40. 330, 333, 351 

Howard,  Charles.   Mentioned   13, 139-141,144-146 

Howard,  Charles  £L   Mentioned     419 

Howard,  Conway.   Mentioned   283 

Howard,  J.  B.   Mentioned   386 

Howard,  Oliver  O. 

Mentioned  315, 319, 323, 327, 402, 403, 410, 569 

Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Vs.,  July  2JLi   417 

Howard,  P.  F.    (See  Virginia,  Advitory  Council  of.) 

Howard,  R  D.   Mentioned   456 

Howe,  Dr.   133 

Howell  Cobb,  Schooner.    Mentioned   591 

Howland,  Joseph.   Mentioned   432 

Hudnall,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned  ,  96,97 

Hudson,  Edward  McKL 

Mentioned   160, 180 

Report  of  engagement  at  Falling  Waters,  W.  Va.,  July  2   184 

Huger,  Benjamin. 

Assigned  to  command  of  troops  in  and  about  Norfolk,  Va   867 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee.. .  875.882.892.900.911.919,933.966,996, 1001 

Mentioned   863,  c64, 867, 896 

Report  of  attack  on  battery  at  Pig  Point,  Va. ,  June  5   74. 

Hughes,  George  P.   Mentioned   97 
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Hughes,  John.    Mentioned   £99 

Hughes,  John  G.    Mentioned   126,  188 

Hughes,  John  N.    Mentioned  244, 275, 278, 279, 2cl 

Hughes,  £L  B.   Mentioned   9T 

Hull,  Felix  H    Mentioned   848 

Humphreys,  A  A.   Mentioned   603 

Humphries,  W.  D.    Mentioned   253 

Hunt,  Captain   5y 

Hunt,  Henry  J. 

Mentioned     321, 328, 348, 366, 429, 431, 433 

Reports  of 

Bull  Bun,  Va.  Battle  of,  July  21   377 

Washington,  D.  C.   Condition  of  artillery  in  defenses  of  

Hunt,  W.  P  

Hunter,  David. 

Correspondence  with  Irvin  McDowell  61,  710 

Mentioned  60, 125.  303, 304, 306. 307, 309,  315-319, 

323^326.  327. 331-334. 337. 339. 346.  348,  349,  352,  358,  362,  364,  367 -a69, 
371. 384. 386. 398,  402,  403, 405, 406,  408,  489,  493,  502,  671.  603,  726,  746 

Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Rnn,  Va.,  July  21   382 

Hunter,  O.  W.   Mentioned   129 

Hunter,  R.  M  T. 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson   920 

Lee,  Robert  E   941 

Hun  ton,  Eppa. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.T   915 

Lee,  Robert  E   917 

Loudoun  County,  Va.,  citizens  of  „   915 

Mentioned   42. 475, 500, 872, 894, 947, 952, 1000 

Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Va. ,  July  21   545 

Huake,  Captain.    Mentioned   96 

Hutching,  Fred.    Mentioned   183 

Hutchinson,  Mr.   Mentioned   952 

Hutton,  J.  D.   Mentioned   27 

Huxford,  James  S.    Mentioned*   420 

Illinois  Troops.    Mentioned.    Barker's  Cavalry,  195,    Chicago  Rifles,  195, 
262. 

Imboden,  J.  D.   Mentioned   481,490, 491 

Indiana  Troops.  Mentioned.  Bracken's  Cavalry,  702.  Infantry  Regiments : 
6th,  223;  7th,  67, 219,  220,  222.  223;  8121,  195, 205,  213-217.  946,  989  ;  9th, 
66, 219, 220, 222,  223;  10th,  195,201,  205,  213-218,  946, 9b9;  11th,  105, 123, 124, 
L34,  L36,  100,  161j  12th,  769j  13th,  206,  214-217.  762;  14th,  211^  768,989; 
15th,  21L7fli;  16th^759. 
In  graham,  D.  N. 

Correspondence  with  William  F.  Lynch   812 

Mentioned   939 

Irvine,  Alexander  T.   Mentioned   533 

Irvine,  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Hill,  C.  W   224,225 

McClellan,  George  B   47,224 

Mentioned   41-46, 224-228, 230, 235 

Report  of  operation*  West  Virginia  Campaign,  from  July  U  to  15   229 
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Irring,  Carter  H.   Mentioned  265,207,268 

IsbeU,  Thomas  M.  Mentioned     953. 

Iscaxd,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned  •     533 

Jackson,  O.   Mentioned   239,242,285 

Jackson,  EL  C.    Mentioned  t   38JJ 

Jackson,  Henry  R. 

Correspondence  with 

H»rmftii)  It,  O  ,  969, 990, 993,994 

Lee,  Robert  E   245. 246, 249, 254, 984, 988. 993, 997 

Lee,  Stephen   992 

MoCleUan,  George  B   250-253 

Ramsey,  J.  N   253 

Mentioned   246, 247. 261. 284. 285. 408, 986, 999, 1006, 1009 

Reports  of  event*  West  Virginia  Campaign,  July  II  to  Ifi   247. 249 

Jackson,  Thomas  J. 

Assigned  to  command  at  Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Vs   784.787.828 

Correspondence  with 

Johnston,  J oueph  E   871, 872 

Lee,  Robert  E   784. 

786, 793, 802, 806, 809, 814, 822,  823-825,  832,  836,  840,  856,  863,  871,  827 

Shriver,  Don.  M   864 

Mentioned  ,  185, 187, 449, 470-475, 477-479, 483, 486-489, 

491, 492,  494, 495,  497,  500,516,517,522,532,  569,717.  730.  784,  787,  791, 
803,  826, 828, 837,  849,  856. 857, 860-862.  883,  925,  949,  963.  967.  993.  994 

Reports  of 

Bull  Bun,  Va.    Battle  of,  July  21  >.  481 

Falling  Waters,  W.  Va,  July  2   185 

Martinsburg,  W.  Vo.   Occupation  of  ....  185 

Jackson,  William  A.   Mentioned   366,377,431,437 

Jaoksoh,  William  L    Mentioned   71, 236, 237, 243. 255, 828, 930 

James,  Thomas  C.   Mentioned   181, 182, 184 

James,  W.  B.    Mentioned   249 

Jameson,  Charles  D. 

Mentioned   350. 353, 354, 356 

Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Va,  July  21   356 

Jarrett,  P. 

Mentioned   181-183 

Report  of  engagement  at  Falling  Waters,  W.  Va,  July  2   IS 

Jefferson  County,  W.  Va   Status  of  (Note)  1 

Jenifer,  Lieutenant.   Mentioned   537 

Jenkins,      ■    .    Mentioned   292 

Jenkins,  A.  O.    Mentioned   737 

Jenkins,  H.  W.   Mentioned   525 

Jenkins,  J.  F.   Mentioned   96 

Jenkins,  M. 

Mentioned   538. 539. 541. 1000 

Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Va,  July  21   541 

Jenkins,  Walworth,   Mentioned   406 

Jenney.  Edwin  S.    Mentioned  85,87 

Jewell  J.  Grey.    Mentioned   106,107,  111 

Johnson,  Lieutenant-Colonel.   Mentioned   893 

Johnson,  Andrew.   Mentioned  r  946,956 

Johnson,  B.  J.   Mentioned   474, 492, 499, 566. 567 

Johnson,  C.  B.   Mentioned   455 
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Johnson,  Edward. 

Correspondence  with  J.  N.  Ramsey  ...»   B 

Mentioned   240y243, 248, 249, 860, 261 , 275, 2*4, 885,  993, 997 ,  <m 

Johnson,  Oorham  8.   Mentioned   420 

Johnson,  James  O.    Mentioned   388 

Johnson,  8.  8.   Mentioned   ft 

Johnson,  Samuel.    Mentioned  •.   906 

Johnston,  A.  8.    Mentioned   752 

Johnston  J.  A.    Mentioned   892 

Johnston,  Joseph  E. 

Assigned  to  and  assumes  command  Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va   844,  87L  #72,  a77_ 

Assigned  to  command  Richmond,  Va   283 

Congratulatory  proclamation  of   574 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  £L  A...  478, 844,  904, 916, 923, 929, 
934,937,940,948,  959,  962,  967,  969,  982,  986,  995,  1000,  1002,  1005,  1007 

Allen,  J.  W   att 

Davis,  Jefferson   511,906,945, 973, 976,985 

Doyle,  Robert  L  .„   905. 

Edmundson,  H.  E   967 

Jackson,  Thomas  J   871,872 

Lee,  Robert  E  .  ,   856, 

880, 883, 889, 891,  894^ 895,  897,  896,  901,  907,  910,  922,  945,  948,  956,  962 

Saunders,  John  S   722 

Memorandum  on  Harper's  Ferry   881 

Mentioned   52, 

116,  119,  122,  158,  162,  164-169,  172,  176, 178, 185, 202, 245, 246,  308, 316, 
320,  324,  325,  409,  440,  448,  449, 470, 478, 479, 482, 485,  486, 488, 491, 492, 
495-502,  504-508,  510,  511,  513,  515,  517, 519, 522, 556, 557, 565, 572, 573, 
697,  698,  700,  702,  703,  704,  711, 720, 730, 733, 743, 746, 752, 759,'768, 783, 
837,  856,  868, 871 , 872,  877, 904,  906,  922,  923.  925, 952-954, 963, 980, 983 

Reports  of 

Bull  Bun,  Va.   Battle  of,  July  21    470-479 

Falling  Waters,  W.  Va.,  July  2   185, 470 

Shenandoah  Valley.    Operations  in   470 

Supersedes  Beauregard  in  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  473, 486, 986 

Transmits  reports  of  skirmish  at  Vow  Creek,  W.  Va. ,  June  IS   130 

Johnston,  Robert 

Correspondence  with  J.  B.  Magruder   990, 1003, 1007. 1010 

Reports  of 

Back  River,  Va.    Operations  on,  July  24   576 

Back  River  Road,  Va.   Affair  on,  July  19   525 

New  Market  Bridge,  Va.   Affair  near,  July  19   575 

Johnston,  William.   Mentioned   680 

Jones,  Captain.    Mentioned   91. 92 

Jones,  Lieutenant-Colonel.   Mentioned   543 

Jones,  Lieutenant.   Mentioned   15^ 

Jones,  Major.    Mentioned  -   994 

Jones,  A  C.    Mentioned   2^4. 

Jones,  A  P.    Mentioned   354,357 

Jones,  B.  M.   Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee   830 

Jones,  Carl y  8.    Mentioned   900 

Jones,  Catesby  Ap  R.    Mentioned   771.789, 978 
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Jones,  David  FL 

Correspoudenoe  with 

Beauregard,  O.  T   532 

Ewell,  Bu3   536 

Mentioned   440, 460. 464. 466, 467. 469. 473, 477. 479. 480, 486,  488, 491, 496, 

616.  617.636,  439-541,  565,  556,  566, 785, 787, 796, 818, 873, 922,  944, 1000 

Report*  of 

Bull  Ron,  Va.    Battle  of,  July  21   537 

McLean's  Ford,  Va.    Operations  at,  July  18   4SL 

Jones,  Edward  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Cadwalader,  George   644. 

War  Department,  U.  B   634 

Mentioned   29.644.760 

Report  of  Baltimore  riot,  April  12   7 

Jones,  E.  J.  Mentioned  •   49Q 

Jonea,  E.  N.    Mentioned   354,356,367 

Jonea,  E.  P.    Mentioned   452,  .'>2G 

Jonea  F.  B.    Mentioned   4JS 

Jonea,  Frank.   Mentioned   4in 

Jonea,  J.  A.    Mentioned..........   386 

Jonea,  Joseph.    Mentioned  269. 950. 994 

Jonea  Pembroke.    Mentioned   191 

Jones,  Roger. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  8   & 

Mentioned   592 

Reports  of  destruction  of  Armory  at  Harper's  Ferry,  April  13   3=6 

Jones,  8.    Mentioned  „   446.601 

Jonea  William  E.    Correspondence  with  R.  E.  Lee   H23 

Jordan,  Captain.    Mentioned   953 

Jordan,  R.  R   Mentioned   386 

Jordan,  Thomas.   Mentioned   446, 491 . 601. 509. 573, 873 

lie  port »  of  operations  Jnly  18  and  19,  Boil  Run,  Va.,  Campaign   443 

J  our  dan,  James.    Mentioned   386 

Joy,  Alonzo.    Mentioned   8 

Joyce,  Char  lea  H.   Mentioned   422 

Kanawha  Valley,  W.  Va 

Tompkins,  C.  Q.    Assigned  to  command  of  troops  in   tam 

Wise,  Henry  A.    Assigned  to  command  of  troops  in  

Report  of  retreat  of  Confederate  troops  from   1011 

(See  Wett  Virginia  for  operations. ) 

Kapfi,  E 

Mentioned   88 

Report  of  skirmish  near  Newport  News,  Va.,  Jnly  12   295 

Kane,  George  P. 

Mentioned   13-17. 19, 20, 139, 140, 144, 146, 140, 149 

(See  Baltimore,  Marshal  of  Police.) 

Kean,  Benedict  EL   Mentioned   643 

Kearaley,  Major.    Mentioned   477 

Kee,  James  W.   Mentioned   268 

Keenan,  James.    Mentioned   8 

Keeney,  C.  C.    Mentioned   346.386 
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Kelm,  W.  H. 

Correspondence  with  R.  Patterson  .     608 

Mentioned  ,   161, 162, 164. 187, 582, 625, 636, 637, 645. 668, 679, 692 

Report  of  engagement  at  Failing  Waters,  W.  Va.,  July  2   181 

Kelley,  Mr.    Mentioned   1006 

Kelley,  B .  P. 

Correspondence  with 

McClellan,  George  B   45,46 

Morris,  T.  A   66 

Mentioned   44,45, 47,49,50,65-68 

Kelly,  EL  B.   Mentioned.........   460, 520, 1000 

Kelly,  James. 

Mentioned   371 

Report  of  battle  of  Boll  Run,  Va.,  July  21   321 

Kelso,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned   533 

Kemble,  W.  R   Mentioned   803 

Kemper,  Del. 

Mentioned  :   129. 130. 441, 442, 444. 452, 520. 522-626, 531. 534, 819. 841 

Reports  of 

Bull  Run,  Va,   Battle  of,  July  21   535 

Fairfax  Court  -House,  Va.    Skirmish  at  and  retreat  from,  July  17_   458 

Mitchell's  Ford,  Va.   Skirmish  at,  July  IS   458 

Kemper,  J.  L.    Mentioned   445, 449, 520, 558, 1Q0Q 

Kenly,  John  R, 

Appointed  provost-marshal  of  Baltimore,  Md   139 

Instruct  ions  to    142 

Mentioned:   139-141, 144, 146, 147, 150 

Kennedy,  Major.    Mentioned   130, 449. 520 

Kennedy,  Private.  Mentioned   460 

Kennedy,  C.  H    Mentioned   976 

Kennedy,  J.  D.  Mentioned   526,528 

Kenniston,  George  B.   Mentioned   421 

KenseL  George  A.    Mentioned   348 

Kent,  J.  Ford.   Mentioned   386, 391 

Kentucky. 

Affairs  in,  generally. 

Communications  from 

Davis,  Garrett   677 

McClellan,  George  B   674,  G7.'> 

Arms  for  Union  men  of   628 

Neutrality  of   674, 675, 677, 67d 

Kentucky,  Governor  of.   Correspondence  with  George  B.  McClellan   675 

Kentucky  Troops.    Mentioned.    Battalions  (Confederate):  Duncan's,  470; 

Pope's,  47iL    Regiments  (Union):  1st,  197,762;  2d,  197, 288, 292, 762. 
Kernan,  Edward  D. 

Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis   984 

Kerr,  William  EL   Mentioned   779, 816 

Kerrigan,  J.  E. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  8   753 

Mentioned   751 

Kersey,  E.  EL    Mentioned   271 

Kershaw,  J.  B. 

Mentioned....  444, 449, 450, 458, 459, 495, 500, 518-520, 530, 531, 534-586, 548, 550, 999 
Reports  of 

Bull  Bun,  Va,    Battle  of,  July  21  ,   522,527 
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Kershaw,  J.  B — Continued. 
Report*  of 

Fairfax  Court- House,  Va.    Skirmish  at  and  retreat  from,  July  II   451 

Mitchells  Ford,  Va.   Skirmish  at,  July  10   451 

Key,  Thomas  M.   Mentioned   259 

Key  ea,  Eraimui  D. 

Mentioned  314, 319, 380, 383, 327, 348-350, 368, 490, 493, 496, 603, 569, 612, 758 

Report  of  battle  of  Boll  Ran,  Vs.,  July  91   353 

Keys,  John.    Mentioned   227,228 

Ktipatriek,  P.  W.  Mentioned   560-569 

Kil  pa  trick,  Judaon. 

Mentioned.  .........    84 

Report  of  engagement  at  Big  Bethel,  Vs.,  Jane  10   89 

K  Imp  ton,  J.  W.   Mentioned   8 

Ktficheloe,  E.  W.   Mentioned   446,539 

King,  William  & 

Mentioned   323 

Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Va..  July  91   344 

Kingsbury,  Charles.   Mentioned   218 

Kingsbury,  Charles  P.   Mentioned   197 

Kingsbury,  H.  W.   Mentioned   322 

Klrby,  Captain.   Mentioned   996 

Kirby,  Edmund. 

Mentioned   348, 403, 418 

Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Va.,  July  21   407 

Kir kJ and,  William  W. 

Mentioned   460. 618. 520. 1000 

Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Va.,  July  21   591 

Klrkpatriok,  David.  Mentioned   50,888 

Kiser,  J.  K.    Mentioned   268 

Klein,  C.  XL    Mentioned   435 

Knight,  R- L.   Mentioned   49ft 

Knight,  Sylvester  R.   Mentioned   398,399 

Knowles,  A.  J.   Mentioned   354,357 

Konkle,  Andrew  J.    Mentioned   216 

Kounts,  W.  J.   Mentioned   197.214 

Lackland,  Lieutenant-Colonel.   Mentioned   477.482 

Lacy,  Colonel.    Mentioned   932 

Ladd,  Guilford  S.   Mentioned.. ;   429 

Ladd,  Luther  C.    Mentioned   8 

Laidlaw,  L.  L.  Mentioned   386 

Lake  man,  Moaee  B.    Mentioned  ~   420 

Lamb,  David.    Mentioned   435 

Lamb,  William.    Mentioned   34 

Lambert,  Captain.    Mentioned   893,894, 901 

Lamiaon,  Charles  N. 

Mentioned     231.232 

Report  of  operations  West  Virginia  Campaign,  July  13  and  14   233 

Lamon,  Ward  H.   Mentioned   698, 703 

Lam  son,  W.  H,    Mentioned   2 

Lander,  P.  W.  Mentioned   66,67,207,215,216,288 

Lane,  Major.  Mentioned   94, 96, 913 

Lane,  David  EL   Mentioned  ,   183 

Langhorne,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned   634 
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Langhorne,  D.  A_ 

Correspondence  with 

.  Do  u  t  ha  t ,  Charles  F  _   906 

Habock,  James  J...  a  -   906 

Lee,  Robert  £  ...  781,807,806,829 

Mentioned   793, 806, 836, 851-353, 860, 906 

Langhorne,  John  8, 

Mentioned   532,534.851 

Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Ran,  Ve.,  July  21.   552 

Lanier,  Ado  1  p hue  C.   Mentioned  .  .  286 

Lansing,  H.  B.    Mentioned   768 

Lamed,  Benjamin  F.   Mentioned   .r   603 

Latham,  F.  O.   Mentioned   539 

Latham,  George  R.   Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S   630 

Latham,  H,  Grey. 

Mentioned  r.   497,563 

Report  of  battle  of  Ball  Ran,  Va.,  July  21   553 

Larimer,  Atfred  &  Mentioned   386 

Latimere,  Samuel.    Mentioned   966 

LatJmore,  Thomas.   Mentioned   966 

Latouche,  J.  Mentioned  *   819 

Lanman,  B.  F.    Mentioned   127 

Laurel  Hill,  W.  Va.    (See  Btlington,  W.  Fa.) 

Lawrence,  Samuel  C.    Mentioned   405 

Lay,  Gh  W.   Mentioned   478,619,520,532,534 

Lay,  John  F. 

Mentioned   497.819,841 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Mitchell's  Ford,  July  18,  and  battle  of  Bull  Ron,  Va., 

July  21  *   572 

Lee,  Lieutenant-Colonel.   Mentioned   93-96,913 

Lee,  Major.   Mentioned.  .   994 

Lee,  Baker.    Mentioned  ,   295 

Lee,  B.  P.   Mentioned   1010 

Lee,  Fitzhugh.   (See  R.  8.  EveU.) 

Lee,  George  W.  C.    Mentioned   780 

Lee,  Harry.   Mentioned   834 

Lee,  James  B.   Mentioned  ,   563 

Lee,  John.   Mentioned   779 

Lee,  N.  W.   Mentioned...   482 

Lee,  R.  B.  ~  Mentioned....   501 

Lee,  Robert  E. 

Assignments  of,  to  command  in  Virginia   775, 813. 827 

Congratulatory  letter  from  ...»  ».   298 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  fiL  A   298 

Baldwin,  J.  B   813 

Barron,  ft  r   981 

Bayne,  L.  P.   774 

Blair,  W.  B..   895 

Blanohard,  A.  Q   816 

Bonham,  M.  L   831. 866,872,879 

Boy  kin,  Francis  M.,  jr   790.827.630,837 

Brooke,  John  M    832 

Carter,  R  R   935 

Chancellor,  J.  J   HA 
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Page. 

i,  Robert  E. — Con  tinned. 
Correspondence  with 

Cooke,  Philip  St.  George     24-26, 776, 780,785, 

786.  794-796,  798,  806,  813,  817, 818, 821, 823, 824, 836,  841,842, 845,  846 

Crump,  Charles  A   949 

Davis,  George  D   950 

Davis,  Jefferson  612, 515, 890 

Dimmock,  C   786,791,797,858, 873 

Early,  Jubal  A   806, 822, 835, 861, 858, 860, 883, 905, 906, 912 

Echols,  John   808, 826, 847 

Ewell,  Benjamin  8   838, 853, 859, 862, 870, 875, 891, 900 

Forrest,  F   894 

Garnett,  R.  S  239, 240, 242,  M85, 888, 891, 947, 950 

Gwynn,  Walter   791, 795, 799-801, 804, 808, 835,  838-840, 863, 866 

Herman,  M.  G  845,910,993,994 

Harper,  Kenton   781 

Hill,  D.  H  -   222 

Hollins,  George  N   972 

Holmes,  T.  H   916, 932, 941. 959, 961. 963, 973. 974, 976, 978, 1003 

Huger,  Benjamin   875, 882, 892, 900, 911 , 919, 933, 956, 996, 1001 

Hunter,  R*  M.  T   941 

Hon  ton,  Eppa   917 

Jackson,  Henry  R   245, 246, 249, 254, 984, 988, 993, 997 

Jackson,  Thomas  J..,  .*  784, 

786,  793,  802.806,  809.  814,822.  823-825,832,336,  840,856,  863,871,  877 
Johnston,  Joseph  E   866, 

880,  883,889,  891,  894,  895,897,  898,901,907,  910,922,  945.948,956,  962 

Jones,  B.  M   &» 

Jones,  William  E.   823 

Lan  gnome,  D.  A   781.807,808,829 

Loring,  A   788,802 

Loring,  W.  W   986,987,999, 1006, 1009 

Lynchbnrg,  Va.,  Commanding  Officer  of   825 

McCaosland,  John   788, 873 

Magnifier,  John  B...  189, 298,789.  876,  878,  880,  883-886, 892,  893, 900,  902, 912, 

914, 917, 925,  930, 936, 940, 942, 946, 951,957, 963, 964, 970, 972, 975,  977, 979 

Mason,  George  ..   815 

Mason,  James  M   848,860 

Morris,  Edmnnd  T  -   937 

Myers,  A.  0..   m 

Ordnance  Department,  C.  &  A   954, 995 

Parka,  William  C   937 

Peyton,  George  H  -   843 

Porterfield,  George  A   71, 802, 843, 855, 866, 873, 88A 

Preston,  Thomas  L  

Radford,  R.  C.  W  

Randolph,  George  W  

R tiffin,  E.,  jr   834 

Boggles,  Daniel...  777, 803, 807, 810, 816, 820, 828, 850, 867, 874, 878, 880, 898, 903 

8eaweU,  John  T   867 

Smith,  E.  K   840, 860" 

Talcott,  Andrew   781.788,851,864 

Taliaferro,  W.  B   800, 812, 815,  821, 831,  834, 843,  8'»7,  359,  .^76 

Terrctt,  George  R   826,845,851,853.866 

Thomas,  Francis  J  B56, 896 

Tomlin,  iL  B.  —  .......  ~--«~  


Google 
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Lee,  Robert  B. — Con  tinned. 
Correspondence  with 

Tompkins,  C.  Q   800.888,979 

Virginia,  Advisory  Coonoii  of   896, 940 

Virginia,  Governor  of   784, 801, 804, 813, 926, 927 

War  Department,  C.  8  877 

Whittle,  William  C   821 

Wilaon,  John  P   835 

Wise,  Henry  A  '.   243,996. 1002, 1011 

York  town,  Va.,  Commanding  Officer  of  t  930 

Mentioned   26, 174, 189, 254. 273. 432. 504, 606, 507, 510. 611. 666. 774,  775, 776, 

778,  791,  792,  795. 800, 815. 816, 821, 830, 831 , 833, 848. 853, 858, 862, 872, 
874,  875,  878,890-892,  922,  933,  946,  948, 956, 960,  902, 963,  968, 970, 977 

Report  of  measures  taken  for  defense  of  Virginia  927 

Lee,  Mrs.  Robert  22.   Correspondence  with  Irvin  McDowell   655 

Lee,  Stephen. 

Correspondence  with  IL  R.  Jackson   992 

Mentioned   840, 243, 990, 988, 998, 999, 1006 

Lee,  T.  G.    Mentioned  ,   482 

Leech,  Mr.    Mentioned   339, 340 

Leech,  Arnold.    Mentioned   354 

Lefferta,  Marshall 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  fi   582 

Mentioned     40,583,585 

Leftwitch,  Clark.   Mentioned   489, 490, 563 

Legg,  O.  W.  H.    Mentioned   542 

Leoser,  Charles  Mo K.    Mentioned   411 

Letcher,  Captain.   Mentioned   112 

Letcher,  John.   Mentioned   22,254,260, 263, 630, 

738, 771,776,797, 801, 813, 814, 831, 849, 853, 856, 872,  903,  911,  948,  972 
(8ee  Virginia,  Governor  of.) 

Levy,  Captain.    Mentioned   942 

Lewis,  C.  C.   Mentioned  ,  >.   466.516 

Lewis,  H.  H, 

Correspondence  with  Daniel  Ruggles   778 

Mentioned   778. 811. 816. 949, 958, 959 

Lewis,  M.  AC  Mentioned   §44 

Lewis,  William  D..  jr. 

Correspondence  with  George  Cadwalader   621 

Mentioned   620,626, 760 

LiddeU,  P.  P.   Mentioned   487.490 

'Lieber,  Oscar.   Mentioned.  •   527 

Lightfoot,  C.  B.    Mentioned   477 

Lillard,  Newton  J.    Mentioned   121 

Lilley,  R  D.   Mentioned   257,261,262 

Lincoln,  Abraham. 

Correspondence  with 

Baltimore,  Mayor  of    ..<  12,681 

Maryland,  Governor  of   12,581,588 

Peirpoint,  Francis  H  *   712 

Mentioned   581,771,772, 830,907 

Message  to  House  ol  Representatives   156 

Lipford,  R.  I.    Mentioned   251,252,279 

Lipscomb,  J.  M.    Mentioned..   .....  458, 520 

Lipscomb,  M.  B.   Mentioned   520 

Little,  T.  Y.  Mentioned   86 

Digitized  bv  Go 
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Lock  wood,  H.  H_ 

Correspondence  with 

Felton,  8.  M   739 

Green,  James  ...   740 

Patterson,  Robert   704 

8mithers,  E.  J   7JQ 

Mentioned   60-1,605 

Long.  Private.    Mentioned     542 

Longs  tree  t,  James, 

Mentioned . .  440, 44^,  443. 444-446, 448.  460.  454.  463-466.  468,  469,  473,  476,  479-481, 
486-488.491.498,516.  517, 519.  529, 536,  538^  666,  5G&  668,  572,  573,  1000 

Reports. 

Blackburn's  Ford,  Va.   Action  at,  July  18  .   481 

Bull  Run,  Va.   Battle  of,  July  21  r   543 

Loper,  R.  F.    Mentioned   601 

Lorain,  Lorenzo.    Mentioned   312 

Loring,  A. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee   788,802 

Mentioned   791,802,860 

Loring,  W.  W. 

Assigned  to  command  Army  Northwestern  Virginia   9dfi 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee   986,987,999, 1006, 1009 

Mentioned   993, 994. 990,  Mil 

Loudoun  County,  Virginia,  Citizens  of    Correspondence  with  Eppa  Hunton  915 

Louisiana,  Steamer.    Mentioned....   595 

Louisiana  Troopa  Mentioned.  Artillery:  Washington,  440-442,  444.  446, 
447, 463^470, 487, 488,  490,491,492,  498, 515-518.  537,543,  550,  554,567,  568, 570, 
1000.  Infantry,  Battalions:  Dreux's,  188, 189,  576, 960, 991 ;  Wheat's,  409, 441 
469. 488.  489,  558,  569-661,  664,  668,  670,  1000.  Regiments:  2d,  865,  938,  970j 
5th,  964j  6th,  440, 469, 537^)44, 1000;  7th,  441, 443, 446.  463,  464, 468, 470,  496, 
525. 555-558. 568. 570, 1000  |  Bth,  441, 450, 470, 498, 568,  UMP ;  9th.  1000.  Hew 
Orleans  Tigers,  409.    New  Orleans  Zouaves,  561. 

Love,  John.    Mentioned  ,   68 

Lovering,  O  W.    Mentioned   9. 

Lowe,  E.  Louis. 

Correspondence  with  John  C.  Brown   14 

Mentioned  „   13 

Lowe,  W.  W.  ■  Mentioned   393. 

Lubbock,  T.   Mentioned   608.643.644 

Luce,  Stephen  B.   Mentioned   605 

Lull,  Mr.   Mentioned   760 

Lum,  Charles  M.    Mentioned   4l2 

Lyford,  Stephen  C. 

Mentioned   312.348.362.363.367 

Report  of  battle  of  Bui  1  Rut,  Va.,  July  81  ... .   363 

Lyle,  Peter. 

Correspondence  with  George  Cadwalsder   622 

Mentioned  630,6^6,760 

Lynch,  William  P. 

Correspondence  with  D.  N.  Ingrahsm  »   812 

Mentioned   66, 796, 807, 812, 816, 820, 876. 932 

Lynchburg,  Va.,  Commanding  Officer  of.   Correspondence  with*  R.  E.  Lee.. .  825. 

Lyon,  Nathaniel.  .  Mentioned   744 

Lyons,  George. 

Mentioned   383. 634 

Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Va.,  July  81   387 

6Z  R  R— VOL  n 
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Lyons,  Lord.    Mentioned  ,   5£9 

Lytic,  William  EL    Mentioned   212 

McCall,  George  A. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  Patterson   710,712,726,734,735 

Mentioned   194,726,727,730 

McCarthy,  Lieutenant.   Mentioned   455,  456 

McCarthy,  William.   Mentioned   97 

McCauley,  Charles  S,   Mentioned   21 

McCaualand,  George.   Mentioned   552 

McCausland,  John. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  £.  Lee  *.   788, 873 

Mentioned   50, 292, 800, 868. 952 ' 

McChesney,  W.  W.  Mentioned....   £3_ 

Mc  Clan  aha  n,  Surgeon.   Mentioned   941 

McClellan,  George  B. 

Address  to  soldiers  of  expedition  to  West  Virginia   49 

Assigned  to  and  assumes  command  of  Military  Division  of  the  Potomac..  763, 766 
Assumes  command  of  Department  of  the  Ohio.    (See  Summary  of  Principal 
Events,  p.  2.) 

Congratulatory  address  to  soldiers  Army  of  the  West   236 

Correspondence  wit  If 

Ad  jutant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A   753 

Army  Headquarters.  134. 150, 201. 204. 648,  652,  G53, 655, 656, 066, 

673.674.677.679.691.706,726,728.  731.  742-744.  746,  749,  752.  755,  259 
Bnckner,  8.  B  ;   tf74 


Carlile,  John  S. 


Cor,  J.  D   197 

Davih,  Garrett  «   677 

Hill,  C.  W  -   224,  f§0 

Irvine,  J   47,224 

Jackson,  Henry  R   250-253 

Kelley,  B.  F   45,  4C> 

Kentucky,  Governor  of   075 

Morris,  T.  A   48.64.208.209.673 

Patterson,  Robert  689,734,735 

Pegram,  John.......  <■   810,266,267 

Peirpoint,  F.  H^   2J7 

Quartermaster-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A  *   744 

Steed  man,  J.  B   47 

Wallace,  Lew   134 

War  Department,  U.    642.705 

Mentioned   6b,  160, 

161, 164,  165,  213,  221/224, 228,  241, 243, 244, 249, 256, 25'J,  260, 267, 2*4, 
291.471.  472, 485,  505,  507,510,  076,689.691,  693-696, 708, 725,  731,734. 
730,  744,  75^  756,  757  ,  762,  763,  908,  974.  981.  967,  989.  995,  996,  999 

Ordered  to  Washington,  D.  C  ,  •  -   753 

Proclamations  to 

Inhabitants  of  West  Virginia   .  . .  196 

Soldiers,  Army  of  the  West   196 

Union  people  of  West  Virginia   48 

Reports  of 

Barboursville,  W.  Va.   Skirmish  at,  Jury  16   238 

Belington,  W.  Va.    Skirmishes  at,  Jlriy7=12  202,205 

Beverly,  W.  Va.   Occupation  of,  July  12    203. 205 

Carrick's  Ford,  W.  Va-   Aotiouat,  July  13....,    204,205 


Diaitized  bv  G 
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McClollan,  George  B. — Coutinued. 
Reports  of 

Grafton,  W.  Vs.    Advance  upon  and  occupation  of   44-49 

Laurel  Hill,  W.  Va.   Skirmishes  at,  July  7-12.  r  jg,  205 

Middle  Fork  Bridge,  W.  Va   8kirmishes  at,  July  6=2   200 

Philippi,  W.  Va.   Aetion  at,  June  5   64.66 

Rich   Mountain,  W.  Va.    Skirmishes  and   engagement  at,  Jnly 

10-11  202,  203, 205 

Scarey  Creek,  W.  Va.   Action  at,  Jnly  12   288 

West  Virginia  Campaign,  operations  June  22  to  July  15..  194, 195, 197-205, 210 

McClenaghaxt,  J.  C.    Mentioned  *f .  456 

Mc  Comas,  Sergeant.    Mentioned  ^   16 

McConnell,  DanieL   Mentioned   376 

Mc  Co  ok,  A.  McD.    Mentioned   126, 128, 129, 357-360, 363,  628 

Mc  Cook,  Robert  L    Mentioned   200, 201, 212, 2J3, 762, 999 

McCorkle,  T.  M.   Mentioned  '.   268 

McCulloch,  Ben.   Mentioned  %   G8Q 

McC.unn,  John  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters   74*.  753, 754, 756 

McDowell,  Irrin   248 

Scot  t,  Thomas  A   254 

Mentioned  .   342,751 

McDade,  W.  H.    Mentioned   96 

McDonald,  Angus  W. 
Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  a  8.  A   904,981 

War  Department,  C.  S   952 

Mentioned   184.904.910.986.9% 

McDowell,  Irvin. 

Assigned  to  and  assumes  command  of  Department  of  Northeastern  Virginia.  653 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters   053,654,662, 

664.666.683,  690,  695,  700.  711.  71H,  719, 722,  742, 746-74H,  755, 758, 762 

Barnard,.  J.  G   683 

Beauregard,  O.  T   738 

Heintselman,  8.  P   666 

Hunter,  David  61,710 

Lee,  Mrs.  Robert  E  .. ...   655 

McCunn,  John  H   748 

Mansfield,  Joseph  K.  F  •  614,716,751 

Runyon,  Theodore   710 

Schenck,  Robert  C  :   125, 700 

8cott,  Thomas  A   750 

Tyler,  Daniel..   306,312,713 

Mentioned.     109, 114, 116, 119, 126, 167-169, 172, 

178,310.  321,322,  324.  330,  334,335,338,  340,  343,345-347,  349, 354,  355, 


360,. 369-371,  373,  375-377  ,  379,  389,  392,  395,  402,  408,  410,  414,  41H,  427- 
429,  431-433,  452,  485,  603,  666,  680,  738, 739,  743, 746^749, 751-755, 995 


Reports  of 

Advance  of  Union  Army  into  Virginia,  May  24   303,305-308 

Bull  Run,  Va.   Battle  of  Jnly  21   316,317,328 

Fairfax  Court-House,  Va.    8kirmish  at,  June  I  .„  59.61 
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McDowell,  Irvin— Continued. 
Report*  of 

Fairfax  Court-House,  Va.    Skirmish  at,  July  12   lUO 

Vienna,  V a.   Action  near,  June  12  . . . .   \2A 

McDowell,  Malcolm.    Mentioned  .  '333, 402 

McDowell,  W.  Wv  Mentioned.   96 

McDowell,  William.  Mentioned..   96 

Mc Garry,  M.  O.   Mentioned   435 

McOowan,  A.  H.    Mentioned   130 

McGowan,  8.   Mentioned   518, 520 

McGrath,  Eugene.    Mentioned   41G 

Mc  Griffin,  A.  G.   Mentioned  ,  

McGuire,  Hunter  H.    Mentioned   4i£i 

Mcintosh,  Lie  a  tenant.   Mentioned   121 

Mcintosh,  James  D.    Mentioned  :."   330, 340 

McKee,  Mr.    Correspondence  with  g:  R.  Anderson   046 

McKeever,  Chauncey.    Mentioned   404 

McKethan,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned......   96 

McKinly,  Hugh-   Mentioned   4£3 

McLaurin,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned  .-   Ml 

McLaws,  Lafayette.   Mentioned   970 

McLean,  Mr.    Mentioned ...»  « .  446 

McLean,  E.  E.    Mentioned   477, 871,  £72 

McLean's  Ford,  Va. 

Operations  at,  July  18,    Reports  of 

Jones,  David  K.    461 

Jordan,  Thomas   448 

McLemere,  O.K.   Mentioned.   539 

McLeod,  D.  M.  D.   Mentioned   457 

McMallen,  W.  L.    Mentioned   128 

Mc  Maims,  Amos.   Mentioned   526 

Mc  Master,  F.  W.   Mentioned   527 

McMillan,  James.    Mentioned   426 

Mc  Mull  en,  William.   Mentioned   <   7'29 

McNeil,  Captain.   Mentioned   848 

McNeil,  Paul   Mentioned  »   919 

McQualde,  Hugh.   Mentioned  ,«   415 

McQuesten,  J ameo  F.   Mentioned  i  351, 371 

McRae,  D.  K    Mentioned  i   449, 981, 1000 

McRae,  James  C.   Mentioned  •   26 

Mc  Willie,  Adam.    Mentioned   541 

Mackall,  W.  W.   Mentioned  .......   736 

Macomb,  J.  N.   Mentioned  *   603 

Madison,  James*    Mentioned   834 

Magoffin,  B.    Mentioned   (jTJ 

(See  Kentucky,  Governor  of.) 

Magraw,  Mr.   9_9jj 

Magruder,  D.  L.    Mentioned   323,344,345 

Magruder,  George  A.,  jr.    Mentioned  91,  92,  893 

Magruder,  J.  Bankhead. 

Assigned  to  command  of  defenses  on  tho  Peninsula    865 

Assigned  to  command  of  Virginia  forces  in  and  about  Richmond   617 

Correspondence  with 


Adjutant  aud  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  8,  A   931, 938, 900 
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Page. 

Magruder,  J.  Bankhaad — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

August,  T.  P..   828 

Butler,  Benjamin  F   -   681,  ft*) 

Cabell,  1L  C  .*   82} 

Cary,  J.  B...   870,877 

Crump,  Charles  A   1007 

Swell,  Benjamin  S   £92 

Henderson,  Captain   1008 

Johnston,  Robert   990. 1003, 1007. 1010 

Lee,  Robert  B        189. 896. 789, 870. 878. 890. 883-886, 892, 893, 000, 902,  Wjj,  914, 

917,  925,  930,  936,  940,  942,  946,  951.  957,  963,  904,  970,  97-2,975,  977  ,  979 

Meade,  R.  K.  jr   971 

Randolph,  George  W   962 

Rightor,  N.  H   182 

Rives,  Alfred  L   9J1 

Virginia,  Governor  of   988 

Worth,  W.  H   914 

Mentioned   94-96. 101, 102, 189, 735. 817, 865,  875. 87tf.  BP,  891. 974. 1007 

Reports  of 

Big  Bethel,  Va.    Engagement  at,  June  10  91,92 

Hampton,  Va.   Demonstration  on,  May  23  86,37 

Newport  News,  Va.   Skirmish  at,  July  12   296,297 

Rappahannock  River,  Va.   Affair  on,  June  24.   138. 

Magruder,  William  T.    Mentioned  109.180 

Maine,  Governor  of.    Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  8   ti&l 

Maine  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry  Regiments :  2d,  314, 319-351 , 35:1-357, 
527  ;  3d,  315, 405,  418-420;  4th,  315,  405,  418, 420-422;  5th,  315,  405,  41H,  421 ; 
6th,  7M* 

Maitlaod,  William.   Mentioned    435 

Mallory ,  Charles  K    Mentioned .   649, 650, 853, 854, 859,  991 ,  lDGri 

Mai  lory,  8.  R.  •  (See  Navy  Department }  C.  8.) 

Mallow,  William.    Mentioned   458 

Manassas,  Va.    (.See  Bull  Jiun,  Va.) 

Maney,  George.   Mentioned   1005 

Manning,  John  L.    Mentioned   446. 478, 500 

Manning,  P.  T.    Mentioned   463, 544 

Mansfield,  Joseph  K.  P. 

Assigned  to  and  assumes  command  of  Department  of  Washington   607, 608 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters   618,746 

Dahlgren,  John  A  .\    751 

MoDowell,  Irvin   614.716. 751 

Martin,  Henry  P   657 

Mott,  Thaddeus  P  »   753.757 

Runyon,  Theodore   751,754,757 

Scott,  Thomas  A . .  ^   754 

Stone,  Charles  P   110.  111.  11*8 

Mentioned   30, 37. 38. 40. 105, 607, 609, 652, 677. 753. 758, 9(77, 974 

Manaon,  M.  D.   Mentioned   215.218 

Marcy,  R.  B.    Mentioned   210.211.288,677 

Marks,  William  T.   Mentioned   033 

Marr,  John  Q.   Mentioned  61-64 

Marsh,  Robert  O.   Mentioned  M   TOLL 
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Marsh,  Samuel. 

Mentioned   431-434 

Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Ran,  Va.,  July  21   43J 

Marshall,  Thomas.   Mentioned   482 

Marshall,  Thomas  EL   Mentioned   Aid 

Maraton,  Oilman.   Mentioned   396,  399.  401 

Martin,  Henry  P. 

Correspondence  with  Joseph  K.  F.  Mansfield  •   G57 

Mentioned    396,399 

Martinaburg,  W.  Va. 

Occupation  of,  July  3.   Reports  of 

Jackson,  Thomas  J   185 

Patterson,  Robert   lfiQ 

Simpson,  James  II   179 

Marvin,  George.  Mentioned  ,   435 

Marye,  Captain.   Mentioned   994 

Marye.BC   Mentioned     443, 445.  4u-2, 819 

Maryland. 

Arms,  &o.,  to  be  furnlshed'by  Virginia    794 

Co-operation  of  Tennessee  and  Virginia   773, 793, 794 

Election,  special   107, 10^,^1,090 

Mason,  James  M.,  Commissioner  from  Virginia   771 

Operations  in.   Commnnications  from 

Army  Headquarters   104, 105, 708, 724, 726, 751 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P   661,G90,C99.738-74C 

Bayne,  L.P   274 

Butler,  Benjamin  F   &tt 

Cadwalader,  George   639, 643,  044 

Chancellor,  J.  J   774 

Dlx,  John  A   759.761,770 

Harper,  Kenton   773 

Lock  wood,  Henry  H   704 

McClellan,  George  B   734 

Mansfield,  Joseph  K.  F   614 

Morris,  W.  W   6J7 

Navy  Department,  U.  8   £83 

Nelson,  M   m 

Patterson,  Robert...   106. 668. 676. 687. 689. 694. 696. 710. 718. 784-726. 231 

Scott,  Thomss  A   750 

Virginia,  Advisory  Council  of   772. 773,794 

Wallace,  Lew   07<i,  <>*9, 704 

War  Department,  U.  8   71H.7G5 

Washington  County,  Md.,  sheriff  of  

(See  also  Baltimore,  Harper' 1  Ferry,  RockvilU  Expedition,  JTa*Hngton,  D.  C, 
and  Department*  of  Annapolis,  Maryland,  and  Pennsylvania.) 

8pecial  agent  to  be  sent  from  Virginia  v   7_9J 

Union  sentiment   1  IS.  115-117, 120, 

121.  138.  139,  601,  620,  624,  668,  675,  676,  690, 715, 770,797,  838, 836,  390 
Volunteers  from,  to  Confederate  States   851, 85C 

Maryland,  Steamer.   Mentioned   585,  {Mj 

Maryland,  Department  of. 

Created,  and  John  A.  Dix  assumes  command  of   759 

Merged  into  Department  of  Pennsylvania   763 
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Maryland,  Governor  of.  **** 

Correspondence  with 

Baltimore,  Mayor  of   5&1 

Butler,  Benjamin  P    586, 589t  591-594, 598 

Lincoln,  Abraham   12.581,588 

Patterson,  Bobert   671,073 

Wax  Department,  U.  8   577,581 

Washington  County,  Md.,  tiheritf  of   589 

Maryland  Legislature. 

Convened  •   592 

Instructions  to  B.  F.  Butler,  relative  to   601 

Maryland  Troops.  Mentioned.  Cavalry  (Confederate) :  Dorsey  and  Oaith- 
er's  companies,  624,  Infantry  Regiments  (Confederate) :  1st,  470,  472,  496, 
570;  (Union):  1st,  738j  2d,  760. 

Mary  Washington,  Steamer.    Mentioned  —   738 

Mason,  Barlow.    Mentioned   478 

Mason,  George.    Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee  -   815 

Mason,  James  M. 

Appointed  Commissioner  from  Virginia  to  visit  Maryland  .*...  772 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspeotor  General's  Office,  C.  fcL  A  925 

Lee,  Robert  E   848,860 

Mentioned   772,916 

Mason,  Rodney.   Mentioned.  .-.  357, 360 

Massachusetts,  Governor  of. 

Correspondence  with 

Butler,  Benjamin  F   613 

War  Department,  U.  8     665 


Massachusetts  Troops.  Mentioned.  Artillery,  Batteries :  Boston  Light,  605; 
Cobb's  Light,  im ;  Cook's,  29,  30.53,623,699, 706, 760.  Infantry  Battalions  : 
3d  Rifles,  605,260.  Regiments:  1st,  311-314,374,377;  2d,  172, 708 ;  3d  (3 
months),  21,  97,613, 64*.  741 ;  4th  (3  months),  82,  86,  013,  648,741 ;  5th  (3 
months),  3^3^3^3^40^406,610;  6th  (3  months),  7-9, 29,  30, 013, 623, 757, 
760;  8th  (3  months),  3^585^590,623,260;  11th  (3  years),  315, 384, 385,  402, 


406, 406. 
Massey,  John  R. 

Mentioned   268,269 

Report  of  engagement  at  Rich  Mountain,  W.  Va.,  July  11   271 

Massie,  Major.    Mentioned   824 

Mathes,  O.  M.   Mentioned   131 

Matheson,  Roderick.   Mentioned  #.   432,434 

Mathews,  EL  M.    Mentioned   2AA 

Mathias  Point,  Va. 

Attack  on,  Jnne  £7.   Reports  of 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H   135 

Mayo,  Robert  M   137 

Buggies,  Daniel   136 

Report  of  T.  EL  Holmes  of  descent  on,  June  25   133 

Matthews,  a  H    Mentioned  613, 614 

Matthews,  T  P.  •  Mentioned   548 

Matthews,  William.   Mentioned   183 

Mattison,  C.  B.    Mentioned  .  „   562 

Mauch,  Bemhard.    Mentioned   412 

Maury  (Assistant  Surgeon).    Mentioned   544 

Maury,  Edward.    Mentioned   552 
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Maury,  M.  F.    Mentioned   7$3 

(See  Virginia,  Advi+ry  Council  of.) 

Maury,  William  L. 

Correspondence  with  Philip  St.  George  Cocke   796 

Mentioned   795, 790, 938 

Maxwell,  Sergeant.   Mentioned   Ml 

Maynadier,  William.   Mentioned   021 

(See  Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.) 

Mayo,  Robert  M 

Mentioned   13£ 

Keport  of  attack  on  Mathiaa  Point,  Va.,  June  22   137 

Maya,  L  L    Mentioned   271 

Maya,  John.   Mentioned   458 

Mead,  Captain.    Mentioned   Ill 

Mead,  Maurice.    Mentioned   fi 

Meade,  R.  K.,  jr. 

Correapondence  with  John  B.  Magruder   97JL 

Mentioned  882, 876, 894  903, 965, 970, 1007, 1008 

Meagher,  Thomas  Francis.    Mentioned   371 

Mears,  O.    Mentioned   966 

Meem,  a  &   Mentioned  473. 772. 773. 948. 95£ 

Meigs,  John  R   Mentioned   376,380 

Meigs,  M.  C.   Mentioned   356, 392, 003 

(See  Quarter master- 0 eneraPs  Office,  U.  8.  A.) 

Melton,  S.  W.   Mentioned   520 

Mendell,  George  EL 

Correspondence  with  Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  8.  A   747 

Mentioned  %   425,  426 

Menninger,  Henry  J.   Mentioned   496 

Mercer,  Charles  F.   Mentioned   834 

Mercer,  David.   Mentioned   127 

Merrill,  Captain.    Mentioned   351 

Merrill,  Lieutenant.   Mentioned   330 

Merrill,  William  B.   Mentioned   264 

Merrimac,  U.  S.  Frigate  (C.  S.  8.  Virginia).  Mentioned   894,928 

Merriman,  Charles  H.    Mentioned   399 

Meynardie,  E.  J.  Mentioned   52Z 

Michael,  William  B.   Mentioned   643 

Michigan,  Governor  of.    Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S   661 

Michigan  Troops.    Mentioned.  Artillery,  Batteries :  Loomis'  195, 200, 205, 21 T. 
657,, 762.    Infantry  Regiments:  1st,  38-41,315. 402,403,  406.  408-414,  482,  495, 
550~;  2d,  311-314, 374. 32? ;  3d.  311-314, 37.4, 375. 377, 437, 690 ;  4th,  315, 408, 747, 
Middle  Fork  Bridge,  W.  Va. 

Skirmishes  at,  July  6-7.    Reports  of 

Heck,  J.  M   254 

McClellan,  George  B   207 

Tyler,  Nat   259 

Miles,  Dixon  S. 

Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters   746 

Court  of  Inquiry  in  case  of,  findings   438 

Mentioned   304. 306. 307, 309. 

315-319.  321.  324.  326,  327. 331-335. 337. 346, 374-376. 378.  382. 427-4  ^, 
434,  436.  438,  439.  499, 503,  ,771,  661,669,  679,  696-698. 700-702,  707,  747 

Reports  of 

Bull  Run,  Va.   Battle  of,  July  21   423 

Vienna,  Va.   Skirmish  near,  July  17.   422.423 
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Miles,  Dr.    Mentioned   345 

Miles,  William  Porcher     Mentioned   446, 478, 500, 506, 522 

Miller,  Mr.    Mentioned   737 

Miller,  Christopher.   Mentioned   215 

Miller,  D.  B.   Mentioned   129 

Miller,  John  &   Mentioned   455,457 

Miller,  M  B.   Mentioned   466, 516, 517, 539 

Miller,  Morria  8.   Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters   591 

Millett,  Henry  R    Mentioned   421 

Milroy,  R.  H.    Mentioned   06,  222, 223 

Mines,  J.  P.    Mentioned   356 

Minnesota,  U.  &  Frigate.   Mentioned  '63, 651 

Minnesota  Troop*.   Mentioned.    Infantry  Regiments;  let,  315,385,405,406, 
410 

Minor,  George.    Mentioned...:   785 

Mississippi  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry  Regiments :  2d,  470, 473, 471, 483, 
487, 490, 492, 569, 570, 868, 869 ;  11th,  470, 473, 474, 487, 490, 569, 570, 868 ;  12th, 
1000;  13th,  469,  486, 496,  556-558,  568.  570.981.9R5, 1000;  17th,  440,  461,469, 
538-641.  670.  944.  1000;  18th,  440,  461,  469,  499,  538-541.  570, 944,  ML 

Missouri    Arms  and  orduance  stores,  &c,  for,  from  Virginia   794,798 

Mitchell's  Ford,  Va. 

Skirmish  at,  July  lfl.    Reports  of 

Bacon,  Thomas  O     454, 528 

Beauregard,  O.  T  ..   440 

Bonham,  M.  L   449 

Jordan,  Thomas   448 

Kemper,  Del   458 

Kershaw,  J.  D     451 

Lay,  John  F  _   522 

Williams,  J.  H   453 

Mitchell,  EL  A.    Mentioned.   182 

Mitchell,  Mathias  C.   Mentioned   228 

Mobley,  Edward  M    (See  Washington  County,  Md.,  Sheriff  of.) 

Monroe,  James    Meutioned   834 

Montague,  C.  W.    Mentioned   132 

Montague,  B.  B. 

Mentioned   91, 94, 103, 854, 859, 862, 863, 912, 913 

Report  of  engagement  at  Big  Bethel,  Va.,  Juno  10.   101 

Montague,  Robert  L.   Mentioned   793,921 

(See  Virginia,  Advisory  Council  of .) 
Montgomery,  William  R. 

Mentioned   341,380 

Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Bun,  Va.,  July  21   437 

Monticello,  U.  S.  8.    Meutioned  33. 34, 132. 584, 585, 606. 651 

Moore,  A.  C.  (?)    Mentioned   955 

Moore,  John  B.     Mentioned   432 

Moore,  J.  M    Mentioned   8 

Moore,  M.  A.    Mentioned   868 

Moore,  Stephen     Mentioned   338-340 

Moore,  P.  T.    Mentioned   445, 462, 1000 

Moorman,  J.  B.    Mentioned   255, 258. 268, 848 

Moragne,  W.  C.   Mentioned.   519 

Mordecai,  Alfred.    Mentioned   419 

More  head,  Turner  Q     Mentioned   620.632,699.760 

Morgan,  Lieutenant   949 
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Morgan,  E  D.   (8ee  New  York,  Governor  of. ) 

Morgan,  John  T.   Mentioned   446 

Morris,  Edmund  T.   Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee   227 

Morris,  George  T7.    Mentioned  .'   72 

Morris,  T.  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Dumont,  Ebenezer   G7 

Kelley,  B.  P   66 

McClellan,  George  B   48.64,806.209,073 

Patterson,  Robert   67Q 

Mentioned   45,84, 

65, 194. 200, 803-206. 807. 286. 241, 243, 284,  656,  673, 674.  676, 689. 692, 704 
Reports  of  skirmishes  at  Belington,  Laurel  Hill,  pursuit  of  Garnett's  forces, 

and  action  at  Carrick's  Ford,  W.  Va  218=221 

Reports  of  action  at  Philippi,  W.  Va.,  June  3   04,  66 

Morris,  W.  W. 

Correspondence  with  Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  8»  A   617 

Mentioned  140.601.609,  Gl  4 

Morrison,  George.    Mentioned   127 

Morton,  Oliver  P.   Mentioned   159 

Morton,  Thomas. 

Mentioned   886,226,228 

Reports  of  operations  West  Virginia  Campaign,  from  July  13  to  15  231,  v32 

Mosebaok,  Fred.    Mentioned   294-29T.,  298 

Moseley,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned   99, 100,  UK) 

Moss,  Alfred.    Mentioned   520 

Mott,  Samuel..  Mentioned   M 

Mott,  Thaddeus  P.   Correspondence  with  Joseph  K.  F.  Mansfield   753,  ?r>7 

Mount  Vernon,  U.  §L  8.   Mentioned   543 

Mulligan,  J.  B.    Correspondence  with  Theodore  Runyon   751 

Mullins,  W.  8.  Mentioned   531 

Munford  T.  T. 

Mentioned  468. 476. 497. 52T>,  532. 534, 553, 578, 1000 

Report  of  battle  of  Bnll  Rnn,  Va.,  Jnly  21   534 

Munford,  William     Mentioned   445, 41i3 

Munitions  of  War,  Transportation,  etc. 

Deficiencies  in,  reported  by  Confederate  officials ...  26, 27,  42,  43^  ,ri2J  55-57,  fifl-71, 


101, 133, 134,  136, 138,  236, 238, 242,  249, 250, 254, 285, 886,  289.  290-202, 
47b.  778. 776.  778,787.788.  792.  810.811.814.  817.819.  824. 886,  836. 838. 
842,  850-852,  855,  868.-  863,  868,  869,  873,  876,  877.880,  881,883,884,887, 
890,  H92,  894,  gjfrjgg,  902,  905,  908-910,  912,914,  918,919,922,926,930, 
931.937-939.  947,948,  950,  973,976,984,998,  1001,1002,1005,1008,1010 


Deficiencies  in,  reported  by  Union  officials   54, 

109-111.  117,  169,  HOt  172,  178,  194,  202, 225-227,  231 , 232, 235,  316,  324, 
392,  579.  587,  595,  609,  615,  620-622, 625, 626,  628, 631 , 632, 635, 640, 646, 
647,653,654,666,678,  693,697,701,702,  706,  707,  718,730,  735,  744,  756 

Munroe,  Timothy.    Mentioned   590, 591 

Munson,  Samuel.    Mentioned   421 

Murphy,  Charles  J.    Meutioned     165, 416 

Murphy,  John  MoL.   Mentioned   751 

Murray  (Assistant  Surgeon).   Mentioned   -1l>3 

Muse,  O.  W.    Mentioned   467.468 

Myer.  Albert  J.    Mentioned   323 

Myeis,  Captain  (Cavalry).    Mentioned   953 

Myers,  Captain  (Eugineers).    Mentioned   978 
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Myerm,  A.  C. 

Csrrespondence  with  Roheit  E.  Lee   948 

Mentioned     24*2 

Myers,  H  A. 

Mentioned  v   226 

Report  of  operations  West  Virginia  Campaign  from  July  2  to  15   235 

Myers,  John  A.   Mentioned...,  —   526 

Nagle,  James.    Mentioned   18U 

Nash,  Lieutenant.   Mentioned   34 

Naval  Academy,  Annapolis,  Md.    Removed  to  Fort  Adams,  K.  1   6£L 

Navy  Department,  C.  8.    Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  8   958 

Navy  Department,  U.  & 
Correspondence  with 

Robinson,  John  C   GUI 

War  Department,  U.  S  583.  597 

Needham.  8.  H.    Mentioned   & 

NefT  George  W.    Mentioned   292 

Negley,  James  8. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  Patterson   699, 709, 728 

Mentioned  160. 161. 164, 179. 635. 679. 692. 728. 730,  234 

Neill  T.  H.    Mentioned   f>2),  (?23,f>25,631 

Nelson.  M.    Correspondence  with  Benjamin  F.  Butler   &3Q 

Nelson,  8.  W.    Mentioned   519 

Nelson,  T  A  R    Mentioned   956 

Nelson,  William.    Mentioned   678 

New  Creek.  W.  Va. 

Skirmish  at,  June  12.    Reports  of 

Hill,  A.  P   im 

Vaughn,  John  C     131 

New  Hampshire,  Governor  at   Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  8.  G61 
New  Hampshire  Troops.    Mentioned.    Infantry  Regiments:  1st,  107-109. 
119-122.234;  2d,  315, 387. 39'.,  390, 398, 4QL 

New  Jersey,  Governor  of.    Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  8   G&l 

New  Jersey  Troops  Mentioned.  Infantry  Regiments :  1st  (3  months),  315. 
342,  752.  753— (3  years),  139,  315,  321,341,437,  438.752;  2d  (3  months),  315— 
(3  years),  315  321 , 439, 752, 2tiQ ;  3d  (3  months),  315— {3  years),  40, 315,747, 752, 
Z&3  ;  4th  (3  months),  315, 336. 

Newman,  L.  C.     Mentioned   435 

Newman,  T.  W.    Mentioned    1005 

New  Market  Bridge,  Va  Report  of  Robert  Johnston  of  affair  near,  July  19  575 
Newport  News,  Va. 

Expedition  to  and  occupation  of,  May  27-29.    Reports  of  Benjamin  F. 

Butler   52,54 

Reconnaissance  to,  from  Torktown,  Va.,  June  "L.  Report  of  W.  IL  Werth . .  Zft 
Skirmish  at,  July  5.   Reports  of 

Bntler,  Benjamin  F   741 

Collins,  William   121 

Fisk,  8.W   138 

Stanard,  Robert  E   189 

skirmish  near,  July  12.   Reports  of 

Butler,  Benjamin  F   293. 294 

Hood,  John  B   297 

KaptT,  E   295 

Magruder,  John  B   29(S,  297 

8chaffncr,  Louis   294 
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Newton.  Lieutenant.    Mentioned  ..........   533 

Newton,  John. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  Patterson   687,732,733 

Mentioned  lift.  160, 104, 169, 170, 659, 660, 686-688, 696. 717. 787. 729. 7  32. 765 

Newton,  Thomas.     Mentioned   35 

New  York,  Governor  of    Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S   000 

New  York  Troops.  Mentioned.  Artillery :  Varian's  Battery  [Book wood], 
39,  313, 424,  425, 245,7m  Infantry  Regiments:  1st  (Volunimre),  6^  79,82,85, 
92 ;  2d  (  Volunteer*),  79,  82,  *3, 85, 90,97,648,  G49— ( Sta te  Militia),  314, 351, 356- 
360,362,364,716,758;  3d  ( Volunteer*),  78-80, 82,  83-88,  666,  763;  4th  (State 
Militia),  263;  5th  ( Volunteer*), 78, 82-86, 89, 90, 97, 102, 103,  650,667^703,  765— 
(State Militia),  38-40,  162,  163,  634  ;  6th<S*ar<j  Militia), .600, 604,  605, 634,  700  ; 
7th  (  Volunteer*),  78-£0,82,  86,88,97  ,  294,295,  296— (State  Militia),  38-40,  585, 
690^591,598,601,60^,614,779  ;  8th  (  Volunteer*),  52, 53, 315. 424. 426-428— (St ate 
Militia).  29. 30. 39. 315. 346. 383-386. 387-389. 623, 634,  245;  9th (State  Militia),  107, 
108,  HQ,  111,  113, 114, 119-122, 734, 241 ;  11th  (State  Militia),  38-42, 315, 322, 347, 
385,  402, 405,  408,  410,  411,  414, 483, 494;  12th  (  Volunteer*),  311-314,377,427— 
[State  Militia),  38-41,  162, 163,  172,  600j  13th  ( Volunteer*),  314,  351, 368-370— 
( State  Militia),  005,699,760;  14th  (State  Militia),  40, 315, 347, 383-385,  >7. 388, 
392,  403,410.414.547  ;'  15th  ( Volunteer*),  751 ;  16th  ( Volunteer*),  299, 315,  425, 
426, 429-435 ;  17th  (  Volunteer*),  304, 26fi ;  18th  (  Volunteer*),  315, 429,  431, 433, 
437;  19th  ( Volunteer**),  159, 162, 172j  20th  (  Volunteer*),  172— {State  Militia),  760 ; 
21st  (  Volunteer*),  304,309;  25th  (  Volunteer*),  7 bl— (State  Militia),  38,40,41, 
304,309,768;  26th  (Volunteers),  751j  27th  ( Volunteer*),  315. 383-389 ;  28th 
(Voluntas),  159, 162— (State  Militia),  38-40. 304 ;  29th  (Volunteer*),  315, 424, 
426-428,709  ;  31st  (  Volunteer*),  315,  378, 426,  429^-431,  434,435  ;  32d  ( Volun- 
teer*), 315,  429-431.  434;  37th  (  Volunteer* ),  747,751,  753;  38th  ( Volunteer*), 
315, 385, 405,408-411, 413-416;  39th (  Volunteer*),  315, 335,425-428;  41st ( Volun- 
teert),  315, 321, 751, 768, 253;  69th  (State  MiliHa),  38-40, 125, 159, 314. 351, 368- 
372, 385, 398,  497, 532, 605,  663,710,942  ;  71st  (State  Militia),  315,  346, 387, 395, 
396,  398,  399,  600;  79th  (  Volunteer*),  314,351,368-320. 

Nicker  son,  Frank  8.    Mentioned   '.   418 

Nichols,  Captain.    Mentioned  •   922 

Nichols,  Matthias  H.    Mentioned   238 

Non  combatants.  Arrest  and  treatment  of...   29, 32, 77, 88, 252, 253, 2*9, 602, 

627.  639-643,  654,  682,  683. 086.737.744, 765, 874. 961, 903, 934,995,  IflQB 

Norcom,  Joseph.   Mentioned;  „   516, 539 

Norfolk,  Va. 

Qwynn,  Walter,  assigned  and  relieved  from  command  of  State  forces  in 

and  about  .   783.807 

Hug  ex,  Benjamin,  assigned  to  command  of  troops  in -and  about   862 

Pegram,  Robert.  B.,  assigned  to  command  of  Naval  Station  at   121 

Taliaferro,  William  B.,  assigned  to  oommand  of  Virginia  forces  at.. ...   221 

(For  operations,  see  Virginia,  eoutk  tide  of  James  Ewer.) 
Norfolk  Navy- Yard.    Report  of  Horatio  G.  Wright  of  expedition  to,  April  21L  21 

Nonnent,  Lieutenant.   Mentioned   24 J 

North  Carolina  Troops.   Mentioned.   Infantry  Regiments:  1st;  91-98,  865, 
913, 994  ;  5th,  469. 498. 543. 520.  980,  981, 1000  ;  6th  (FUker,$\  476. 487,  493, 495, 
569. 570— (Lee'*),  240,  243,  245,  988,  1006— (Pender'*),  982,  983j  11th,  441,450, 
469,49^,518,521,  lflQQ;  13th,  1000 ;  14th,  9t£L 
Northeastern  Virginia,  Army  of  (Union).  .Co-operation  with  Army  of  the 

Sbenondoah.157. 163-172. 17S-179.709.711.712,  715.717-721.725.727,  729, 730,732,243 
Northeastern  Virginia,  Department  of  (Union). 

Circular.  July  20   325 
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Northeastern  Virginia,  Department  of  (Union) — Continued. 

Established  and  limits  defined   653 

McDowell,  Irvin,  assigned  to  and  assumes  command  of  653. 654 

Orders,  General,  series  1861 :  No.  4, 659 ;  No.  17, 303 ;  No.  18, 243 ;  No.  19,  3QZ ; 

No.  22,326. 

Orders,  opecial,  series  1861 :  No.  37,745;  No.  39,745;  No.  67, 430, 

United  8tates  forces  in,  returns  of,  June  26,  July  16  and  17  309,726 

(For  operations,  see  Virginia.) 

Northwestern  Virginia. 

Oarnett,  R.  8^  assigned  to  command  of  troops  in   010 

Loring,  W.  W.,  assigned  to  command  of  Northwestern  Army    '968 

Porterfield,  George  A.,  assigned  to  command  of  State  forces  in   802 

(For  operations,  see  Wat  Virginia.) 
Northwestern  Virginia,  Army  of  (Confederate).    (8ee  Xort h icestern  Virginia 
and  Weal  Virginia.) 

Norton,  Jesse  8.   Mentioned   198,291,292, 737 

Nott,  Dr.   Mentioned   527 

Noyes,  H.  E.    Mentioned  0   348,373 

Noyes,  Isaac  B.   Mentioned   421 

Nugent,  John.    Mentioned   371 

Ny Ills,  Mr.   Mentioned  fiflD 

Oakes,  James.   Mentioned  45,  46,  648, 864 

O'Brien,  Mr.   Mentioned   452 

O'Donnell,  Columbua    Mentioned   17 

O  Hara,  Theodore.   Mentioned  -.   lOQO 

Ohio,  Department  of. 

Limits  extended   633 


McClellan,  George  B.,  assumes  command.    (See  Summary  of  Principal  EvenU, 

p.2J 

Orders,  General,  series  1861  (Army  of  Occupation  West  Virginia):  (McClel- 
lan) No.  1,  7  1-:  (Rosecrans)  No.  1, 762;  No.  2,  763]  No.  3,  766. 

Rosecrans,  W.  8.,  assumes  command  *   7U2 

Ohio,  Governor  of    Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  8   578 

Ohio  Troops.  Mentioned.  Barnett'a  Artillery :  219,  220.  222,  223.  Burd 
sal's  Cavalry :  200, 203, 211, 215-217, 742. 762.  Ironton  Cavalry:  762.  In- 
fantry Regiments :  1st,  126,  127, 129, 314,  351, 357-360,  362-364, 947  ;  2d,  314, 
351,  357-360,  362,364,947  ;  3d,  195,200,211,762;  4th,  195, 200,  201,  200,762; 
5th,  20,227,  228  ;  6th,  208,  209,762;  7th,  19,^702;  8th.  224-226, 228. 229-231. 
234;  9th,  195,200,  201, 205, 212, 213, 742, 762 ;  10th,  762 ;  11th,  292, 762 ;  12th, 
197,762;  13th,  225,  227,  2j«,  7C2j  14th,  44,  07,  219,  220,  222, 223 1  15th,  224, 
225, 22b,  HMM ;  16th,  44,  47,  66, 224-226, 228-^31 ;  17th,  195, 197, 198,211-214, 
762 ;  18th,  44,  47, 225, 227,  228,  762  j  19th,  195,205,  213-218.762;  20th,  225-228, 


231,232,234  ;  21st,  197,291,737,762  ;  22 d,  214,  225, 227, 228, 232, 762, 

Olden,  Charles  8L   Mentioned   672 

(See  New  Jertey,  Governor  of.) 

Onderdonk,  Benjamin  F.    Mentioned   90 

Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A.   Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee   964,995 

Ordnance  Department,  U.  £L  A. 
Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters  »*   fill 

War  Department,  U.  8   & 

O'Rorke,  Patrick  2L   Mentioned   349,361 

O shorn,  Quilby.   Mentioned   258 

Owen,  Edward    Mentioned   469,616 
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Owen,  Joshua  T.    Mentioned . . .«   ^   632, 640, 709 

Owen,  Robert  L.   Mentioned  •   771 

Owen,  8.    Mentioned  40, 41 

Owen,  Will.    Mentioned  ..   612 

Owene,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned   96 

Owens,  Richard.    Mentioned   536 

Paddock,  Thomas.    Mentioned   126 

Page,  Lieutenant  (Navy).   Mentioned   595 

Page,  Lieutenant  (30th  Va.  Cav).    Mentioned   535 

Page,  P.  R    Mentioned   800.821,834,860,866 

Page,  Thomas  V.    Mentioned   844, 1007 

(See  Robert  E.  Let.) 

Paine,  Halbert  E    Mentioned  .'—   760 

Palmer,  Mr.    Mentioned   596 

Palmer,  Innis  N. 

Mentioned   320, 383, 386, 403, 708 

Report  of  battle  of  Boll  Bon,  Va.,  July  21    :m 

Palmer,  W.  J.   Mentioned   596 

Palmer,  W.  R.   Mentioned   603 

Park,  Asa    Mentioned  •   386 

Parker,  Francis  EL    Mentioned   410 

Parks,  Marvin  A.    Mentioned   413 

Parks,  William  C.    Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee   937 

Parrott,  E.  A.   Mentioned   126, 128, 360 

Parrott,  J.  B.    Mentioned   128 

Parrott,  Robert  P.   Mentioned   367 

Patch,  William  R.   Mentioned   8. 

Patterson,  F.  E. 

Correspondence  with  E.  C.  Weaver . . .  ,   G21 

Mentioned   116,117,620,626 

Patterson,  Robert. 

Address  to  United  States  troops     061 

Assigned  to  and  assumes  command  of  Department  of  Pennsylvania.          607, 611 

Correspondence!  with 

Aberorombie,  J.  J   .  229 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.S.  A   170, 583, 585, 595, 599 

Army  Headquarters   lOo,  121, 157-162, 164-170, 172-174, 579, 580, 585, 587, 

600,  607, 608, 614, 615. 619, 621 ,1522, 624, 627, 628, 631 , 632,  G35-ffl7,  64^^640 
652, 657, 660, 66L.  665, 668-670,  (773, 675, 678, 680, 683, 684, 686, 6s9, 691, 692, 
694, 696,  697, 700,  701, 703,  707-709, 711,  712, 715, 717, 725-729,  732, 734,  735 
Cadwalader,  Georgo  ......  173.680, 626, 631, 685, 687, 688, 694-698, 703, 727, 728 

Cumberland,  Md.,  Commanding  Officer   162 

Dare,  Charles  P   643 

Felton,  S.  M   009 

Keim,  W.  H.   658 

Lockwood,  Henry  H   704 

MoCall,  George  A  710, 718, 726, 734, 735 

McClellan,  George  B   689, 734,735 

Maryland,  Governor  of   071,673 

Morris,  T.  A   670 

Negley,  James  8   699, 709, 728 

Newton,  John   687.732,733 

Pennsylvania,  Governor  of   724 

Pennsylvania,  Quartermaster- General  of   645 
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Patterson,  Robert— Continued. 
Correspondence  with 

Rodgors,  John   599 

Stone,  Charles  P   121,685 

Thomas,  George  H   (OH 

Treadwell,  T.  J.  *   617 

Wallace,  Lew   171, 606, 676, 689. 694, 696.  704, 712,  717 

War  Department  U.  S   175, 176, 594, 598, 610, 623, 072, 0*0 

Wood  house,  Levi  ,  „  .  ,   174 

Wynkoop,  George  C  ,  099 

Yohe,  Samuel  644, 712 

Court  of  Inquiry  demanded  and  refused   175, 170 

Honorably  discharged  U.  &  service  .«   171 

Mentioned.   28,29.104-106. 109-112, 114-120, 

122. 158, 159,  162-164.166.171.172.  177-179.  181.  195.  306.  319,  324,  325, 
471-474,  47*,  479,  485,  504,  507.  510, 515,  579, 582, 5*4. 599,  601,  007,  608, 
610-618,  620,  628,  629,  631,  642,  645-647,  652, 690,  £9 1 , 702, 706,  710,  711, 
715,717,  71ft,  720.  743,  745,  746,  752,  94*,  949,  967,  969,974,  977,  982,~995 

Reports,  orders,  correspondence,  Sec.,  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign  157-179 

Senate  resolution  relative  to   177 

Superseded  by  Nathaniel  P.  Banks  w   171 

Patterson  a.   Mentioned   96 

Patterson's  Creek,  W.  Va.   Report  of  Lew.  Wallace  of  skirmish  on,  Jnne  26  f34 

Patton,  O.  8.   Mentioned  j  .   290,292 

Patton,  W.  P.    Mentioned   550 

Patton,  W.  T.   Mentioned   445 

Paulding,  Hiram.    Mentioned  ,  22 

Pawley,  Captain.   Mentioned   530 

Pawnee,  Gunboat.   Mentioned   21, 22, 38, 40, 43, 57, 58, 653 

Payne,  E.  C.   Mentioned   469, 617 

Payne,  James  P.   Mentioned   268 

Payne,  W.  H.   Mentioned   458, 520, 532, 534, 572, 819 

Pease,  Walter  B.   Mentioned  126, 128 

Peck,  Harry  W.    Mentioned   368 

Fegram,  John. 

Correspondence  with 

Garnett,  R.  fl   276 

McClellan,  George  B  :  210,266,267 

Scott,  William  C  ,  .  * .  2Z5 

Mentioned   202, 208, 217, 244-246, 256-261, 268-865, 268, 269, 271-283, 1006 

Report  of  engagement  nt  Rich  Mountain,  W.  Va.,  July  11^  and  Hurrender  of 

his  forces  July  13  ♦  •   264 

Pegram,  Robert  B. 

Assigned  to  command  of  Norfolk  Naval  Station   771 

Mentioned   37,595,771 

Report  of  attack  upon  Confederate  battery  at  Pig  Point,  Va.,  June  5.  ;.  75 

Peirpomt,  Francis  H. 
Correspondence  with 

Lincoln,  Abraham   713 

McClellan,  George  B   237 

War  Department,  U.  8   723. 730, 736 

Mentioned  .     723 

Pel  ham,  John.    Mentioned*    Ml 

Pemberton,  J.  C. 

Correspondence  with  S.  S.  Anderson   982 

Mentioned   w   -----  580t 856. 963, m 
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Pembroke  (Propeller).    Mentioned..  :   613, 614, 660 

Pendergraat,  O.  J.   Mentioned   r   27,83 

Pendleton,  Major.   Mentioned  %   '287 

Pendleton,  A.  £L   Mentioned  •.   4&} 

Pendleton,  G.  H,    Mentioned  ,  

Pendleton,  Philip.   Mentioned  „   670,698 

Pendleton,  Thornton.   Mentioned  953,954 

Pendleton,  William  N.   Mentioned   185. 475-477, 461. 517. 977 

Penn,  David  B.   Mentioned.....     445.555 

Pennell,  J.  W.   Mentioned. -   « 

Pennsylvania,  Department  of. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  announced  as  headquarters   763 

Circulars  issued— movement  of  troops   161,679 

Established..   607,611 

Limits  denned   607,611,703 

Operations  in.   Communications  from 

VLrmy  Headquarters   652 

Patterson, Robert  r...  635, 644, 646, 662. 724, 726 

Pennsylvania,  Quartermaster-General  of   645 

Tread  wel  1 ,  T.  J  .  *   641 

War  Department,  U.    646 

(See  also  Harper's  Ferry,  Maryland,  and  Shenandoah  Valley.) 
Orders,  General,  series  1861 :  No.  23,  6Uj  No.  33,  174. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1861:  No.  84,  619j  No.  39,  636j  No.  41,  «36j  No.  108. 
ITS, 

Patterson,  Robert,  assigned  to  and  assumes  command  .......  607,611 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  anuounced  as  headquarters   4111 

Pennsylvania,  Governor  of 
Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters   751 

Butler,  Benjamin  F   599 

Patterson,  Robert   724 

Scott,  Thomas  A   749.750 

War  Department,  U.  fi   166,743 

Pennsylvania,  Quartermaster-General  of 
Correspondence  with 

Patterson,  Robert..   645 

War  Department,  V.  8   646 

Pennsylvania  Troops.  Mentioned.  Cavalry:  MoMullin  Rangers  (3  months). 
181,  182;  Philadelphia  City  Troop  (3  months),  160,  181,  182, 184,  697,  703; 
Ringgold  Battalion  (3  years),  209,  228,  235.  Infantry  Regiments :  1st  (3 
months),  &67;  2d  (3  months),  170;  3d  (3  months),  110;  4th  (3  months), 
308,  325,  405,  406,  424,  745 ;  6th  (3  months),  180,  640.  668;  7th  (3  months), 
647,  669  ;  8th  (3  months),  647,  669;  10th  (3  months),  173,  647,  669;  11th 
(3  months),  160,  181,  182,  183.  699j  12th  (3  mouths),  647j  13th  (3  months), 
158,  647  ;  14th  (3  months),  647,  699;  19th  (3  months),  186,  647,  699;  17th 
(3  months),  (Is*  ArtjlUry  Militia),  107.  108,  111,  113,  115,  119,  120,  122,  631,  632, 
734 ;  18th (3  months),  631,  632,760;  19th  (3  months),  2fifi ;  20th (3  months), 
632,  647,  669;  21st  (3  months),  180,  032,  647,  669;  22d  (3  months),  632, 
699,  760;  23d  (3  months),  180,  640,  669j  24th  (3  months),  632 j  25th  £3 
months),  119,  120,  I22j  26th  (3  years),  673j  27th  (3  years),  315,  336,  427, 
428,  673;  30th  (Ut  Retervea,  3  years),  757,  760;  33d  (4ta  Re$erve$,  3  years), 
757,  760  ;  42d  (13ls  Reserves,  3  years,  also  known  ss  l%t  Rtym),  763;  7lat  (3 
years),  762,  763, 
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Page. 

Parkin.,  D.  D. 

Mentioned   160,160, 696,697,700 

Report  of  engagement  at  Falling  Water*,  W.  Va.,  July  2   ISO 

Parry,  Brig.   Mentioned   749 

Perry,  Charles.    Mentioned*   563 

Parry,  B.  A.    Mentioned   fi 

Perry  man,  W.  W.    Mentioned   431,  45*2,  MB 

Peyton,  George  H.   Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee   6415 

Peyton,  H  E.   Mentioned   501 

Pfeffar,  Henry.    Mentioned  ►   381 

Phelps,  J.  W. 

Indorsements  forwarding  reports  of  skirmish  near  Newport  News,  Va., 

July  IS   294,296 

Mentioned..."  36, 78, 79, 295,  ti4*,  r>41>,  764. 765. 961, 963 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Announced  as  headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania   611 

Philadelphia,  lee-boat.   Mentioned   605 

Philippt,  W.  Va 

Action  at,  June  3, 

Court  of  Inquiry.    Conduct  of  George  A.  Porterfield   72 

Reports  of 

Cowan,  R.  E  -  68 

Hannan,  M.  O  :  68,09 

Heck,  J.  M  ,   68 

McCleUan,  George  B   64.65 

Morris,  T.  A.  64,66 

Porterfield,  George  A.  70,71 

Phillip*,  Benjamin.   Mentioned  913,  lOlO 

Phillipe,  JefTerson  C.    Mentioned   75-77, 91, 297, 298. 913. 991 . 1004 

Phillips,  Joseph,   Mentioned   298, 1010 

Pickering,  John.   Montioned   7_ 

Pierce,  Ebenezer  W.   Mentioned   78. 79. 81 . 82. 86. 88. 90. 736. 914 

Orders,  General,  series  1861 :  No.  12,  83. 

Report  of  engagement  at  Big  Bethel,  Va.,  June  LQ   82 

Pierce,  John  M.    Mentioned   435 

Pigman,  Henry.   Mentioned   127 

Pig  Point,  Va. 

Attack  on  Confederate  battery  at,  June  fL   Reports  of 

Huger,  Benjamin    74 

PagTam,  R.  B.   75 

Pikesville  Arsenal,  Md.    Mentioned   506,599 

PUlsbory.  Samuel  R  ,   421 

Pinckney,  J.  8.   Mentioned  <  605, 760 

Piper,  Alexander.   Mentioned   107,351,371 

Pitser,  Captain.   Mentioned   458 

Flaftt  E  R    Mentioned   348.379.380,429,434,768,769 

Pleasants,  R  P.    Mentioned   97 

Plecker,  William  E.    Mentioned   268 

Pocahontas,  Steamer.   Mentioned   843 

Poe,  Orlando  M.   Mentioned   205,206 

Poindexter,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned   883 

Pollard,  E.  A.   Mentioned     228 

Pond,  Francis  B.   Mentioned   213 

Poole,  De  Witt  C*  Mentioned   183 

68  R  R — VOL  II 
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Poole,  O.  P.   Mentioned   562 

Porter,  Captain.  Mentioned  •   819 

Porter,  Andrew. 

Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters  „   603 

Mentioned  . .  .-  315. 319 

321, 323, 327,  334,  369. 382,391,396,  490,569, 616, 620, 625, 636, 687. 753, 769 

Report  of  battle  of  Boll  Ron,  Va.,  July  21   383 

Porter,  Fitz-John.    Mentioned   105, 

121. 158, 160, 579. 586, 599,601,608, 009, 616, 692. 694. 701 
(See  Robert  Paltereon.) 

Porterfleld,  George  A 

Assigned  to  command  in  West  Virginia   •  802 

Correspondence  with 

Harm  an,  M.  G   70 

Lee,  Robert  E   71 , 802, 843. 855. 856, 873, 884 

Court  of  Inquiry  on  his  conduct  at  Philippi,  W.  Va   72 

Mentioned   68-70, 72-74, 

237, 2%L  241,243,  254,  255,822,  830.838.  840,860,898.899.  901,910,926 

Reports  of 

Advance  apon  and  occupation  of  Grafton,  W.  Va,,  May  26-30   51 

Philippi,  W.  Va.   Action  at,  Jnne  3  i  70.71 

Poteat,  J.  M.    Mentioned   96 

Poteat,  Peter,   Mentioned.,  *  v  fifi 

Potomac,  Army  of  the  (Confederate). 

Beauregard,  G.  T.,  supersedes  Bonham-  in  command   856 

BonlTam,  M.  L.,  assigned  to  command  on  "Alexandria  Line"  i  879 

Johnston,  Joseph  E.,  supersedes  Beaurogard  in  command   473, 486, 985 

Orders,  General,  series  1861 :  No.  20,943, 

Ordors,  Special,  series  1861 :  No.  100,  447j  No.  169, 999. 


Organization  of  *.   819, 943, 944, 999, 1000 


Potomac,  Army  of  the  (Union).   Orders,  General,  series  1861 :  No.  42,  4W. 
Potomac  Department  (Confederate).    (Seo  Potomac,  Army  of  the.) 
"Potomac  Line."   (See  Frederick$burg,  Department  of .) 
Potomac,  Military  Division  of  the. 

Constituted  and  limits  defined  -   763 

McClellau,  George  B.,  assigned  to  and  assumes  command   763,766 

Orders,  General,  series  1861 :  No.  1,  7_fi6;  No.  2,  769. 

Washington.  D.  C,  announced  as  headquarters  of   763 

Potter,  James  D.  Mentioned   415 

Potta,  Joseph  D.   Mentioned   556 

Potta,  J.  W.  Mentioned  . .  96 

Powell,  XL  B. 

Correspondence  with  George  H,  Terrett  .   842 

Mentioned  ,   44, 458. 520. 532, 533, 819 

Powell,  John.   Mentioned  „   129 

Powell,  John  W.    Mentioned   130 

Powers,  Philip  HL   Mentioned  «   484 

Pratt,  Calvin  E. 

Mentioned   430,431,434 

■  ReporTof  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Va.,  July  21-... .  ,   434 

Pratt,  George  W.   Mentioned  :  ,   760 

Pratt,  Thomas  G. 

Correspondence  with     790 

Mentioned  .„  ,   174,780 
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Prentiss,  W.  D.    Mentioned   435 

Preacott,  Henry  A.   Mentioned   398,399 

President,  C.  B.   (See  Jeffer$on  Davis.) 
President,  U.  &   (See  Abraham  Lincoln.) 

PTetton,  3.  P.   Mentioned  .........  477. 481. 482. 569. 824. 879 

Preston,  J.  &    Mentioned  .   446, 478, 500, 506, 510, 556, 567 

Preston,  Robert  T. 

Mentioned.'.  *  •   821.1000 

Report  of  battle  of  Ball  Ran,  Vs. ,  July  21   549 

Preston,  Thomas  L 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee   866 

Mentioned..   478, 482. 814, Soft 860. 877, H94 

Price,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned  •   533 

Price,  Major.     Mentioned   16Q 

Prime,  Frederick  B. 

Mentioned  40, 323, 326, 331, 333, 375, 377, 424, 426, 436, 437, 588 

Report  of  battle  of  Ball  Raa,  Vs.,  July  21   334 

Prior,  Private.   Mentioned  .   938 

Prisoners  of  War.   Exchange  and  release  of  ,..  250, 252, 682 

Private  Property.   Action  touching t . . .  46-49.71.  107, 118, 119, 133, 196.252.253.299. 
590. 654. 655. 659. 631-664,  682, 736, 743, 744, 766, 844, 857, 865,  806, 890, 909, 914, 961,864 

(8ee  also  Slave*  and  Slav*  Property.) 

Prose,  P.    Mentioned   .   435 

Pryor,  Roger  A. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S_l   791 

Mentioned  ,  i    9£i 

Pulliam,  R.  C.   Mentioned   524.526 

Pummer,  P.  O.    Mentioned  •  •   183 

Purnell,  William  H.    Mentioned   606 

Putnam,  EL  8.   Mentioned   323 

Qua  frier,  Lieatenant.   Mentioned     292 

Quartermaster-General's  Office,  TJ.  B_.  A.    Correspondence  with  George  B. 

MoClellan   244 

Qoinby,  Isaac  F.   Mentioned   368 

Quisen berry,  Mr.    Mentioned  ,.   820 

Radford,  R.  C.  W. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Loe   926 

Mentioned   440. 476. 480,  481, 488, 497, 520, 534, 535, 822, 852. 853. 858. 10QQ 

Reports  of 

Bull  Run  Campaign.   Operations  July  17-20   451 

Ball  Ran,  Va.   Battle  of,  July  21  .'.   532 

Radford,  Winston.    Mentioned   497. 524. 533 

Raine,  Charles  L 

Mentioned   268-270, 272 

Report  of  engagement  at  Rich  Mountain ,  W.  Va. ,  July  11   272 

Rains,  James  E    Mentioned   1005 

Ramsay,  Douglas.  Mentioned   347, 403,406,407. 410 

Ramseur,  Stephen  D.   Mentioned   997 

Ramsey,  J.  N. 

Correspondence  with 

Jackson,  Henry  R   253 

Johnson,  Edward  ,.  ,  ,   253 

Meutioned.   249,250,285,994,999 

Randolph,  Beverly.   Mentioned  ,  •  415 
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Randolph,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Leo,  Robert  E   939 

Magruder,  John  B   j>67 

Mentioned   91, 92-94, 97, 913, 

Report  of  engagement  at  Big  Bethel,  Vs.,  Jnno  Id  ,  

Randolph,  T.  J.    Mentioned   501 

Rankle,  A.  N.  Mentioned   123 

Ransom,  A  R  H.    Mentioned   868.  13 

Ransom,  Dunbar  R.    Mentioned  348, 358, 373 

Rappahannock  River,  Va. 

Affair  on>  the,  June  2L    Reports  of 

Christian,  Joseph   13*2 

Magruder,  John  B    132 

Rapwtsay,  Sergeant.  Mentioned  ,   790 

Raazewski,  Alexander.    Mentioned     435 

Ratohford,  J.  W.   Mentioned   96 

Rawllngs,  T.  Edward.   Mentioned   575 

Raynolds,  W.  P.   Mentioned....   603 

Raynor,  William  H.   Mentioned    128 

Ready,  Lieutenant.   Mentioned   130 

Reany,  8  team  boat.   Mentioned   595 

Reed,  Gordon.    Mentioned  %   8 

Reed,  Horatio  B.   Mentioned  .  348 

Reger,  A.  G.   Mentioned   202,263 

Red  House,  W.  Va.    Skirmish  at,  July  13.    (See  Summary  of  Principal  Erent$, 
p.  193.) 

Reily,  Terrenes.   Mentioned  %   381 

Relay  House,  Md.    Occupation  of   023 

Relinger,  Nicholas.    Mentioned   381 

Reynolds,  J.  D.   Mentioned   517 

Reynolds,  John  B.   Mentioned   354, 357 

Reynolds,  John  Q. 

Mentioned   383.386.388 

Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Va.,  July  21   391 

Reynolds,  Joseph  J.   Mentioned  211. 753 

Reynolds,  William  H.    Mentioned  ,  396, 397, 768 

Rhett,  A  B.    Mentioned  451,523,526 

Rhett,  Thomas  O.  Mentioned    450,478.491,502.963 

(See  Joseph  E.  Jokntton,) 
Rhode  Island  Troops.   Mentioned.   Artillery  Batteries :  Reynolds',  157, 158, 
161, 172, 320, 328, 346, 384, 396, 397, 399, 401, 730, 7M,   Infantry  Regiments :  1st, 
315,  387. 395-400, flZl;  2d,  315. 346.  387,  395-399. 400. 489. 

Rice  (Aide-de-Camp).    Mentioned....   ,    500 

Rice  (Gunner).  Mentioned   find 

Rice,  Captain.  Mentioned  ,   255. 

Rice,  A.  F.   Mentioned   268 

Richardson,  Israel  B. 

Mentioned   303, 310-312, 314, 316. 317. 381. 323. 324, 336-329, 331, 332, 335 

336, 346-348,  376-378.  380, 381. 424-426,  428-431,  436-438, 569,  753,  754 

Reports  of 

Blackburn's  Ford.   Action  at,  July  IS  ,   212 

Bull  Run,  Va.   Battle  of,  July  21    373.377 

Richardson,  J.  B.    Mentioned   443, 444, 466, 468, 469, 490, 491^  616, 517 

Richardson,  J.  M.    Mentioned   521 
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Richardson,  John  8.    Mentioned   526 

Richardson,  Thomas  F\    Mentioned  -  •  

Richardson,  W.  H.   Mentioned  '.  :   786.791,940 

(See  Virginia,  Adjutant- General  </.) , 

Richmond,  Va. 

Defense  of  (  immediate),  measures  for.    Communications  from 

Taloott,  Andrew   861,864 

Lee,  Robert  E  »...;    926 

Johnston,  Joseph  E. ,  assigned  to  command  of  State  forces  in  and  about...  783' 

Magruder,  John  D.,  assigned  to  command  of  State  forces  in  and  about ....  817 
Rich  Mountain,  W.  Va 

Skirmish  July  10_  and  engagement  at,  July  11.    Reports  of 

Anderson,  Pierce  B   .  M  :   268 

McClellan,  Ooorge  B  202.203,205 

Massey,  John  R   221 

Pegram,  John     264 

Rains,  Charles  I   i.:  '..  272 

Rosecrans,  William  8  -  :   214 

Statham,  Charles  W   27a 

Tyler,  Nat.   259 

(See  also  Report  of  J.  M.  Heck — Operation*  West  Virginia  Campaign.) 

Ricketta,  J  B.    Mentioned   328,  347, 403, 405-408, 410, 416. 567 

Riddick,  Richard  BL   Mentioned  1   544 

Rightor,  N.  BL   Correspondence  with  J.  B.  Magruder   189 

Ripley,  James  W.    (See  Ordnance  Department,  U.  8.) 

Ritchie,  Major   Mentioned  -   420 

Rives,  Alfred  L 

Correspondence  with,John  B.  Magruder...  »  971 

Mentioned  '.   876,932,965,970,978 

Roanoke,  Steamer.    Mentioned   Oil 

Robbins,  Andrew.   Mentioned  •-   8_ 

Robert,  Henry  M.    Mentioned   4Q 

Roberts,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned   93 

Roberta,  C.  W.    Mentioned  ,   354,357 

Roberts,  R  Bid  die.   Mentioned   76o 

Robert  sou,  Patton.    Mentioned  ■  58 

Robinson,   K   Mentioned   566 

Robinson,  E.,  jr.    Mentioned    296 

Robinson,  John  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A   582 

Navy  Department,  U.  8  i   391 

Robinson,  William.    Mentioned..'   724 

Robinson,  Wyndham.    Correspondence  Trith  Jefferscu  Davis   984 

Roc  he  lie,  James  BL    Mentioned    771 

Rock viBe  (Md. )  Expedition,  June  10-Jnly  "L   Reports  of 

Becker,  Anton   123 

Stone,  Charles  P.  ..,  ,..  106, 108-122 

(See  Conrad* $  Ferry,  Edxoarde  Ferry,  Great  Falls,  Harper' e  Ferry,  and  Sen- 
eca Mill:) 

Rod  den,  Joseph  B.    Mentioned  ,  422 

Rodes,  R  E. 

Mentioned   446, 447, 460, 1000 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Fairfax  C.       Va.,  July  12   459 

Rodger  a,  Council    Mentiouod   9jL' 
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Rodgers,  EL  C.    Mentioned.   386 

Rodgers,  John. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  Patterson  .   599 

Mentioned.     22,599 

Rogers,  Alexander.    Mentioned  ;   

Rogera,  Arthur  L    Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Ron,  Vs.,  July  21   55A 

Rogers,  Olin.   Mentioned   381 

Rogers,  Oliver  J.   Mentioned  «.  435 

Romney,  W,  Va.    Report  of  Low.  Wallace  of  descent  of  Union  troops  on, 

Jane  13   IS 

Ro  sec  ran  a,  W  8. 

Assumes  oommaud  of  the  Department  of  the  Ohio   762 

Correspondence  with  Army  Headqnarters   759,  767 

Mentionod   200, 202. 203, 205-207, 255-257/260,  jjfe       763, 759, 762, 989 

Reports  of 

Bnekhannon,  W.  Va.    Occupation  of,  Juno  30. .  .   213 

Rich  Mountain,  W.  Va.  Engagement  at,  July  11   214. 

West  Virginia  Campaign.     Operations  (preliminary)  from  Juno  27- 

July3...-  212,213 

Ross,  E.  A   Mentioned   95.96 

Roaaer,  T.  L.    Mentioned   466,467,516,517,537 

Roucli,  Dr.   Mentioned   383,386 

Rowe,  J.  P.    Mentioned   8 

Roy  all,  William  B.    Mentioned     180 

Ruckman,  John  H.    Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis  ; -- -  9JL8 

Rue,  John  A   Mentioned   435 

Ruli;  Charles  P.   Mentioned   170, 632 

Ruffle,  Edmund.    Mentioned  •.   625, 536 

Ruffln,  Edmund,  jr. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee   884 

Mentioned   93d 

Ru  finer,  L.   Mentioned   GBfi 

Ruger,  Mr.   Mentioned   591 

Ruggles,  Daniel 

Assumes  command  on  "  Potomac  Line  "...   775 

Correspondence  with 

Cooke,  Philip  St.  George  ••   795,831 

Lee,  Robert  E        777. 803. 807, 810. 816. 820. 828. 850, 867, 874. 878. 880, 898,  902 

Lewis,  EL  H   773. 

Virginia,  Governor  of   776 

Williamson,  Thomas  H   778.811.812 

Mentioned  %   57. 136. 780. 795. 79u.  804. 816. 828, 837, 890. 961 ,  9M) 

Reports  of 

Acjuia  Creek,  Va.    Batteries  attack  on,  May  All-June  1   65,56 

Mathias  Point,  Va.   Attack  on,  June  22  .    136 

Ruggles,  F.  D.   Mentioned   469 

Runyon,  Theodore. 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters  ~   747.749,753 

McDowell,  *Irvin   710 

Mansfield,  Joseph  K.  P  751.754,757 

Mulligan,  J.  B   751 

Mentioned   38, 40, 304, 

307. 309, 310, 315,  318,  321. 327.  33S,  :i39,  438,  50:1, 509,  571,  726,  745,  748 
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Russell,  Captain.    Mentioned  I  ,   595 

Ruaaell,  Major.    Mentioned  •   12Q 

RuueU,  Charles  L.    Mentioned   354 

Rust,  A.    Mentioned  .,   997 

Rutherford,  W.  D.    Mentioned  t   528 

Ryder,  Tm^i    Mentioned  . . . . ,   271 

Sachs,  Henry.    Mentioned....    384, 393' 

Saoket,  Deloa  B.    Mentioned..-   2H8 

St.  Nicholaa  Steamer.    Mentioned   738 

Salmond,  Dr.   Mentioned   587 

Salter,  T.  R    Mentioned..,   386 

Sand  ford,  C.  W. 

Correepondenoe  with  Army  Headquarters   1G3 

Mentioned     16l-tf>3, 053,655 

Report  of  advance  of  Union  Army  into  Virginia  and  oconpation  of  Arlington 

Heights,  May  24_  :  •»  ;   27 

Sandidge,  Mr.    Mentioned  .   298, 575 

Bandidge,  Colonel.    Mentioned     298,575 

Sanford,  B.  8.   Mentioned   598 

Sanga ton,  John  T.   Mentioned   770 

Sargent,  Mayor.   Mentioned   7 

Saunders,  Mr.    Mentioned  r   854 

Saunders,  John  B,   Correspondence  with  Joseph  £.  Johnston   792 

Saunders,  Richard  W.   Mentioned  '  .,     ...  "533 

Savage,  Jefferson.    Mentioned  ...v   420 

Savage,  J ohn  H,    Mentioned  '.   1005 

Sawyer,  E.  W.  Mentioned   '.   421 

Sawyer,  Thomas  J.    Mentioned   421 

Sawyer,  Reuben   420 

Scaife,  Private.   Mentioned  .'   542 

Scammon,  Edward  A.   Mentioned... ......   421 

Scarey  Creek,  W.  Va., 

Action  at,  July  17.   Reports  of 

McClsllan,  George  B   288 

Wise,  Henry  A  i   290,291 

Schafiher,  Louis. 

Mentioned   294 

Report  of  skirmish  near  Newport  News,  Va,  July  12   294 

Sohenck,  Dr.    Mentioned   294 

Schenok,  Robert  C. 

Correspondence  with  Irvin  McDowell  ^   125, 700 

Mentioned   124,  125,200,211,314,320,323. 

384, 887.  382,  348-350,  352,  362,  363,  366,  368,  476,  487,  497,  5G9,  7QQ,  72G 

Reports  of 

Bull  Run,  Va,   Battle  of,  July  21  . . .   257 

Vienna,  Va.   Action  near,  June  17   126 

Bchiokhardt,  H.   Mentioned   435 

Schleioh,  Newton.   Mentioned   212,213 

Sc holes,  C.   Mentioned  .*   386 

SchWartzwalder,  Christian.   Mentioned   40 

Scott,  Mr.   Mentioned  „   913. 

Scott,  Major.    Mentioned   534 

Soott,  George    Mentioned   83.966 

Scott,  H.  L.   Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters   618 
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Scott,  John.    Mentioned  ,M  »   524 

Scott,  Thomas  A 

Correspondence  with 

McCunn,  John  H   764 

McDowell,  Irvin   150 

Mansfield,  Joseph  K.  P   754 

Pennsylvania,  Governor  of   7 19, 750 

Snyder,  B,  P     756, 757 

Young,  Samuel  D   ZfiQ 

Mentioned..,   600, 60.1, 004, GOG. 1116, 610. 617. 023 

Placed  in  charge  of  railways  and  telegraphs  between  Washington  and  An- 
napolis   003 

Scott,  T.  Parkin.   Mentioned   856 

Scott,  William  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Cochrane,  James   278 

Garnet t ,  R.  S   276.281-283 

Harm  an,  M.  G.".   244 

P  pgr  am,  John   275 

Willis,  Edward   264 

Mentioned   240, 244, 246, 248, 256, 260 , 262, 263, 265, 270, 284, 994 

Report  of  operations,  July  11 — West  Virginia  Campaign   273 

Scott,  Winfleld.   Mentioned   4, 81, 166, 177, 201, 259, 339, 365, 473, 

581, 586. 597. 604. 606,  614,  630, 633,  634,  641,  642,  652,  656. 660. 662, 663, 
665,671,  672,  676,  690,  696,  703,  711,  714,  742,745,  751,  752,  754-757,  762 
(See  Army  Headquarters.) 

Seaxy,  William  EL    Mentioned   541 

SeawelL  John  T.   Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee   852 

Sedgwick,  John.   Mentioned   439. 

Seibels,  John  J.   Mentioned   KMX) 

Sample,  Q.  W.   Mentioned     1004 

Seneca  Mills,  Md.   Skirmish  at,  June  14.    (See  Incidental  Skirmishes,  p.  104.) 

Seward,  William  H.   Mentioned   704 

(See  State  Department,  U.  8.) 

Se well's  Point,  Va. 

Engagement  between  U.  8.  £L  Monticello  and  battery  at.   Reports  of 

Colquitt,  Peyton  H   34 

O wy nn,  Walter     33 

Seymour,  J.  G.   Mentioned   1Q0Q 

Seymour,  Truman.   Mentioned   439, 768 

Shaffer,  Mr.  Mentioned  .          233,  £U 

Shands,  Captain.    Mentioned   flfi3 

Bhanklln,  J.  L    Mentioned   561 

Sharp  (Assistant  Engineer).   Mentioned   783 

Shelley,  C.  M.   Mentioned   446 

Shelton,  James  L.   Mentioned  •.   275 

Shenandoah,  Army  of  the  (Confederate).    (See  Harper**  Ferry  and  Skcnan- 

doah  Valley  Campaign.) 
Shenandoah,  Army  of  the  (Union).  Co-operation  with  Army  of  Northeastern 

Virginia.    (See  Northeastern  Virginia,  Army  of.) 
Shenandoah,  Department  of  the  (Union). 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P.,  assigned  to  and  assumes  command  0   171, 172, 175 

Established   Ill 

Limits  denned   763 

Orders,  General,  series  1861:  No.  34,  175. 
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Shenandoah  Valley.    (For  operations,  see  Harpet    Ferry,  <fc.) 

Shepherd,  Oliver  L.    Mentioned  .   631 

Sherman,  "Charles  K.    Mentioned  :   819 

Sherman,  John. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  8   702. 710 

Mentioned  C21, G29, GD2.696, 704 

Sherman,  T.  W.  Mentioned  51)5,031 

Sherman,  W.  7. 

Correspondence  with  Adjutant -General's  Office,  U.  8.  A  4   755 

Mentioned   311,314,319,320. 

323, 327, 331,  332, 348,  349. 351. 353, 357.  3C3,  372.  373, 398,  409, 490, 493, 502, 569 

Report  of  battle  of  Bnll  Run,  Va.,  Jnly  21  ^   368 

Sherwood,  George  P.    Mentioned   421 

Shields,  J.  C.    Mentioned  ..   520 

Shields,  Thomas  P.    Mentioned   542 

Shiraa,  Alexander  E.    Mentioned  .  603 

Shivers,  W.  R.    Mentioned.;  .  *  ,   813 

Shook,  BLC    Mentioned  *   97 

Bhxiver,  Daniel  M. 

Correspondence  with  T.  J.  Jackson ..  * ....  864 

Mentioned  .   863 

Bhxiver,  Edward 

Mentioned   30 

Report  of  seizure  of  railroad  train  at  Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va.-.   32 

Bhumaker,  L.  M.    Mentioned   285 

Shnrtlefl,  R.  M.    Mentioned  ,   575 

Sibley,  Ebenezer  8.    Mentioned   608 

Sickles,  Daniel  E.    Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters   745, 749 

am,  E.  &   Mentioned  ,   524.526 

Sim  ma,  Charles  C.    Mentioned...   777 

Simpson,  J ames  BL 

Mentioned....  v  .   164,167,727 

Report  of  engagement  at  Falling  Waters,  Jnly  2j  and  occupation  of  Mar- 

tiiiHburg,  W.  Va.,  July  3    179 

Simpson,  W.  D.   Mentioned  »  ..  519 

Sinclair,  Arthur.   Mentioned   . . .  595, 809,911 

Sinclair,  George  T.   Mentioned  1   271 

Single tary,  Robert  L.   Mentioned  k..   456 

Sively,  Mr.   Mentioned  '.  ,.   682,683,686 

Bkeen,  Mr.    Mentioned   989,992 

Skinner,  P.  O.   Mentioned...     24,445, 463,543 

Skinner,  John.   Mentioned   355,356 

Skipwith,  William  M.   Mentioned ..j.   265,267,268 

Slaves  and  Slave  Property. 

Apprehended  servile  insurrection  in  Maryland   593, 594 

Attempted  insurrections  to  be  suppressed     46-48,662 

References  to     53,78, 

299,  300,  649, 650,  652,  765,  820,  871, 966, 991, 1003-1006, 1007, 1010, 1011 

Sloan,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned   562 

Sloan,  J.  B.  E. 

Mentioned   499, 558. 559,564.1000 

Report  of  battle  of  Ball  Ran,  Va.,  Jnly  21    560 

81c  comb.  C.  H.    Mentioned . . .   466, 516 

Blocum,  Henry  W.    Mentioned  *   383, 386, 388,389 

Slocnm,  John  S    Mentioned   395-397,400 


1082 


Small,  William  F.    Mentioned   596 

Smart,  Benjamin,   Mentioned   334,35? 

Smead,  John  It    Mentioned   112 

Smith.  Mr.    Mentioned  *   740 

Smith,  Mr    Mentioned     961 

Smith,  Captain  (Aahlaod  Co.  Car.).   Mentioned   88b. 947 

Smith,  Captain  (Engineers)   d7G 

Smith,  f'aptain  (nteamer  Geergianuit).    Mentioned   595 

Smith,  Lieutenant  (Lee's  Rifles).   Mentioned   245 

Smith,  Prirata  (Co.  I,  4th  &  C.  Vols.).   Mentioned   Stt 

Smith,  Abel.    Mentioned   fPf>,  fff9,700 

Smith.  A.  M.   Mentioned  ,..  LMl 

Smith,  B.  P.   Mentioned  ,   656 

Smith,  Caleb.    Mentioned   552 

Smith,  C.  P. 

Correspondence  with  J.  G.  Barnard   581 

Mentioned   002 

Relieved  from  command  Department  of  Washington   607 

Smith,  Clifton  a   Mentioned   446. 501 

Smith,  C.  Ia.    Mentioned   991 

Smith,  D  E.    Mentioned   435 

Smith,  E.  Kirby. 

Correspondence-  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  8.  At.   122 

Lee,  Robert  E  ,  840.860 

Mentioned..   409, 476-478, 487. 496. 522. 569. T9d 

Smith,  Francis  BL   Mentioned   793.  ste 

(Bee  Virginia,  Adviiory  Council  of.) 

Smith,  O.  BL    Mentioned   268 

Smith,  O.  P.    Mentioned   1005 

Smith,  O.  W.   Mentioned   962 

Smith,  John.   Mentioned   966 

Smith,  Joseph.    Mentioned  ,   127 

Smith,  Julias,   Mentioned   3& 

Smith,  J.  B.   Mentioned   96 

Smith,  Neleon.    Mentioned   296 

Smith,  Samuel  Jamea    Mentioned  *   397, 400 

Smith,  William. 

Mentioned...*   62,63,475,500,561,1000 

Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Ron,  Va.,  July  81   551 

Smith,  William  A.   Mentioned   121 

Smith,  W.  M.   Mentioned     258 

Smith,  William  Prescott. 

Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters   631 

Mentioned   615^709 

Smith,  W.  &   Mentioned:  226=223 

Smith,  William  Taylor. 

Correspondence  with  Philip  St.  George  Cocke   796 

Mentioned   795,796 

Smith,  W.  W.   Mentioned  \    435 

Smithera,  E.  J.   Correspondence  with  IL  iL  Lockwood   7-40 

Smoot,  David  L.    Mentioned   53d 

Snead,  Thomas  I.  L.    Mentioned.   289,854 

Snethen,  Mr.    Mentioned   131 
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Snowden,  Harrold.   Mentioned   463, 544 

Snyder,  B.  P.    Correspondence  with  Thomas  A.  8cott   756, 757 

Snyder,  O.  W.   Mentioned   £11.333,404 

Sorrel,  Gk  M.   Mentioned    ....  544 


Sonth  Carolina  Troops.  Mentioned.  Calhoun's  Battery:  il4JL  Infantry 
Regimeuta:  let,  62,  128-130.722.  943;  2d,  62,  440,  444,  449-463.  457,  450.  468. 
469,  476,  495-500,  518,  522-527,  536,  .'>4H,  550,  570, 943,  999  ;  3d,  440,  419,  453,  1L4, 
457,  459,  469,  496,  527,  528,  999;  4th,  44L  469,  488-490,  499,  558-562,  564,  568. 
BWL  944,  947,  1000;  5th,  440,  461,  469,  498,  538-543.  570,  944.  1000-;  6th,  1000; 
7th,  440,  449,  454,  455,  458,  469,  498,  528-530.  943,  990j  8th,  440,  449,  455-458, 
468,  469,  476.  495-51  m,  '22.  525,  530-532,  548,  550,  570.  944,  999;  9th,  MIL 
Hampton  Legion,  ^^^^J^^^W  559, 


561.  566-568,  570,  980,  981^  lflQQ. 

Spalding,  Mr.    Mentioned   68 

Spaulding  (Propeller).    Mentioned     U13. 

Spear,  Abraham.    Mentioned   ZflQ 

Speidel,  John.   Mentioned.   354. 

Spindle,  Sergeant   Mentioned   2Z5 

Spindle,  Philip  O.   Mentioned   533 

Sprague,  Augustus  B.  R.    Mentioned     760 

Spr.igue.  William.   Mentioned   330,  393, 397 

Squires,  C.  W. 

Mentioned   441, 444, 445. 463. 466, 467, 516, 517 

Report  of  action  at  Blackburn's  Ford,  Vn.,  July  18.   407 

Stackhouse,  Eli  T.    Mentioned   456. 

Stahel,  Julius  E    Mentioned  #   427. 

Stanard,  Hugh.    Mentioned   92,893 

Stanard,  Robert  C. 

Mentioned   191, 192 

Report  of  skirmish  near  Newport  News,  Va.,  Jnly  5   189. 

Stanley,  T.  R    Mentioned  226-2*28 

Stannard,  George  J.   Mentioned   422 

Staples,  Mr.   Mentioned   945 

Staples,  Henry  G. 

Mentioned   418, 419 

Roport  of  battlo  of  Ball  Run,  Va.,  Jnly  21   4  ID 

Star,  Steam-tug.   Mentioned   595 

Stark,  K.    Mentioned   610 

Starke,  W.  E.    Mentioned   242, 287 

Starkweather,  John  C. 

Mentioned   181, 182,  696, 6£> 

Report  of  engagement  at  Falling  Waters,  W.  Va.,  July  2   182 

Starr,  Captain.    Mentioned   96 

State  of  Georgia,  8teamer.    Mentioned   5J 

State  Department,  U.  £L   Correspondence  with  John  A.  Dahlgren   G42. 

Statham,  Charles  W. 

Mentioned   268,270,272,277.280 

Report  of  engagement  at  Rich  Mountain,  W.  Va.,  July  11   27_0_ 

Steadman,  Captain.   Mentioned   005 

Stedman,  R  W.   Mentioned   96 

Steedman,  James  B. 

Correspondence  with  George  B.  McClollau   41 

Mentioned   44-46,60,67.222,223 

Steele,  Clemena  P.    Mentioned   214 
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Stein,  John  A.    Mentioned   fS 

(See  T.  A.  Morris.) 

Steinwehr,  Adolph  ▼on.    Mentioned   427 

Sternberg,  George  M.    Mentioned   345, 391 

Bterrett,  Isaao  Q,   Mentioned   501 

Stetson,  C.  A-   Correspondence  >vit  h  War  Department,  U.  ft   756 

Ste  uart,  George  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Bell,  E.  W.   7T9 

Clarke,  Daniel   78Q 

Mentioned  ,   384, 393, 472, 477. 525, 5%.  773.774. 785 

Stevens,  Ambrose  A.   Mentioned   376 

Stevens,  Daniel.   Mentioned   8 

Stevens,  Robert  M.    Mentioned   421 

Steven*,  W.  EL   Mentioned   478,  502, 520 

Stevenson  [Stevens,  I.  I.  f].    Mentiooed   288 

Stewart,  Boston.    Mentioned   243.257.2C2 

Stewart,  Charles.   Mentioned   115. 

Stewart,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned  .   96 

Stewart,  William  W.   Mentioned   211 

Stiles,  John  W.   Mentioned   107, 119 

Btinchcomb,  James  W.    Mentioned  0   214 

Stinson,  Charles.    Mentioned   8 

Stockton,  Samuel  W.    Mentioned  *   330,382 

Stofer,  Captain.   Mentioned   262 

Stone,  Charles  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters   104, 106 

Mansfield,  Joseph  K.  P  *  -   110.  111.  118 

Patterson,  Robert   121,685 

War  Department,  U.  &   600 

Mentioned  40. 157-159, 161-164. 

597,603,  654,671,680,  684,  688,  692, 709, 7H, 725, 730,  73&  7H4,  967 

Reports  of  Rockville  (Md. )  Expedition,  Jnue  10->July  7   106, 106-122 

Stone,  Lyman  BL   Mentioned    524 

Stover,  Captain.   Mentioned   848 

S trade,  Philip.    Mentioned   127 

Strain,  Private.   Mentioned   244 

Strange,  J.  B.   Mentioned   497, 1000 

Stringham,  8.  H.   Mentioned   651 

Strong,  George  C.   Mentioned   323,341 

Stuart,  James  E.  B. 

Correspondence  with  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  &  A   995 

Mentioned   185- 

187.  471-473,  476,  477,  481,  488,  497,  500, 534, 567, 869, 934. 963, 969, 995 

Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Va.,  July  21   482 

Stuart,  John  EL   Mentioned   820 

Stuart.  William  D. 

Mentioned   91, 94, 95, 102, 912, 913, 938, 951 

Report  of  engagement  Big  Bethel,  Va.,  June  10   97 

Stuart,  W.  D.  Mentioned   129.130.536 

Sullivan,  Daniel   Mentioned   121 

Sullivan,  Jeremiah  C.  Mentioned  215=218 

Sumner,  Charles.    Mentioned....   ?79 
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Swalm.  William  F.    Mentioned  s  ,   345 

Swan,  Mr.    Mentioned   186 

Swan,  Major.   Mentioned   483 

Swan,  T.  B.    Mentioned   203 

Bwann,  Thomas    Mentioned,  I   -  la 

Sweeney,  .    Mentioned  .   292 

Sweet,  John  J.   Mentioned  i   404 

Swett,  John.   Mentioned   2 

Swift,  Foster.  Mentioned  .  .   345,388 

Bykes,  George. 

Mentioned  .   383, 384, 386, 388, 396 

Report  of  bettle  of  Bull  Run,  Va.,  July  2J   390 

Symonda,  H.  C.   Mentioned . . .  r  >  342.348 

Taggart,  James  A.    Mentioned   215 

Talcott,  Mr.    Correspondence  with  Baltimore  telegraph  office   586 

Talcott,  Andrew. 

Correspondence  with  R.  E.  Lee   781.768. 861.864 

Mentioned  ".   7$1. 866. 876. 964, 965. 978, 978 

Talcott,  Charles  B.   Mentioned  801 

Taliaferro,  Private.   Mentioned  -   535 

Taliaferro,  B.    Mentioned   862,875 

Taliaferro,  William  B. 

Assigned  to  command  of,  Virginia  State  troops  at  Norfolk,  Va   771 

Correspondence  with  R.  £.  Lee   8C0, 812, 815, 821. 831, 834, 843. 857,  H50,  ffifi 

Mentioned   74,771,821,857,666,994 

Report  of  action  at  Carrick'a  Ford,  W.  Va.,  July  13.   235 

Tardy,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned   563 

Taxlton,  J.  A   Mentioned  -   467,468 

Taylor,  Archibald    Mentioned   202,  '203, 265 

Taylor,  A.  & 

Correspondence  with  Philip  St.  George  Cocko   24 

Mentioned  f  2'-2fi, 795, 2IMJ 

Report  of  evacuation  of  Alexandria,  Va. ,  by  Confederate  forces,  May  5   26 

Taylor,  B.   Mentioned   539 

Taylor,  Edward  F.   Mentioned   438 

Taylor,  George  A  Mentioned   232 

Taylor,  John  A.  Mentioned   271 

Taylor,  Richard.    Mentioned   1 000 

Taylor,  Thomas  EL   Mentioned   738. 

Taylor,  William.   Mentioned  *   -  484 

Taylor,  William  E.   Mentioned   35 

Teazer,  Steam-tender.    Mentioned   935 

Tebba,  C  B.    Mentioned   546 

Tennent,  H.  M.    Mentioned   820 

Tennessee 

Co-operation  with  Maryland  and  Virginia  <  773,793 

Movement  of  Union  forces  on  East.    Rumors  of   046 

Tennessee  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry  Regiments:  let,  470,897,001 ;  2d, 
56-59,  486,  665.  880;  3d,  130-132.  470,  472,  496,  669,  570,  945;  8th,  1005; 
16th,  1005. 

TerriU,  P.  M.   Mentioned   268 

Terrett,Mr.   Mentioned   208,575 

Terrett,  George  EL 

Correspondence  with 

Cooke,  Philip  St.  George.      25 
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Terrett,  George  H.— Con  tinned. 
Correspondence  with 

Lee.B.  E...   826, 845, 851, 658, 8« 

Powell,  E.  B    842 

Mentioned   25, 42, 5Q1,  796, 837, 841, 845, 870, 880, 944 

Reports  of  advance  of  Union  Army  into  Virginia  and  ooonpation  of  Alex- 
andria, Va.,  May  24   43 

Terry,  Mr.    Mentioned   538 

Terry,  Colonel   Mentioned   536 

Terry,  Alfred  BL  Mentioned  -  . .  350,354 

Terry,  B.  P.   Mentioned  i v 602. 543, 544, 573 

Terry,  W.  R. 

Mentioned..   129, 130, 532, 533, 558. 851 

Report  of  battle  of  Bnll  Run,  Va.,  July  21   562 

Them  a  a,  Charles.    Mentioned   621 

Thomas,  Francis  J. 

Correspondence  with  R.  E.  Leo   856, 896 

Mentioned  s   475, 478, 495, 561 , 824, 856, 885, 034, 937, 945. 969 

Thomas,  George  BL 
Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters..   587 

Patterson,  Robert   670 

Mentioned  -f  ~   160, 161, 

164. 180. 181. 599. 622, 658, 660. 669. 679. 696-698. 700. 701. 702. 707, 708, 715 

Report  of  engagement  at  Falling  Waters,  W.  Va.,  July  2   170 

Thomas,  Henry  E.   Mentioned  ,  r  421 

Thomas,  Lorenzo.   Mentioned   603 

( 8eo  Adjutant- General »  Ojjlee,  U.  8.  A.) 

Thompson,  Captain.   Mentioned.*   855 

Thompson,  C.  M.   Mentioned   544 

Thompson,  Edward  W.    Mentioned   421 

Thompson,  James.   Mentioned   348, 378+380 

Thompson,  J.  W.    Mentioned   482 

Thompson,  Maoon.   Mentioned  ...«••••.   463 

Thomson,  J.  Edgar. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  ft   578,596.601.603.606 

Mentioned   585,598.635 

Thorburn,  Captain.    Mentioned   820 

Thornhlll,  George  W.    Mentioned  •   463, 544 

Thornton,  George  A.    Mentioned  .   893 

(See  J.  B.  Magruder.) 

Thorpe,  John.    Mentioned  ,   96 

Throckmorton,  Charles  D.   Mentioned   348, 417 

TidbaJL  John  C.   Mentioned  „   348. 379. 768, 769 

TiUirighast,  O.  BL   Mentioned  '.,          323,340,  341,386,394 

Tiraberlake,  Li  en  ten  ant.    Mentioned   533 

Timberlake,  L.  W.   Mentioned    92 

Tobie,  William  A    Mentioned   421 

Tomlln,  BL  B.    Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Leo   801 

Tompkins,  Charles  BL 

Mentioned   38,59-62,768 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Fairfax  C.  H. ,  Va.,  Jnne  1   60 

Tompkins,  C.  Q. 

Address  to  inhabitants  ol  West  Virginia..,  ,  imumm   51 
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Tompteina,  C.  Q.— Continued. 

Assigned  to  command  of  troops  in  Krtnawha  Valley,  W.  Va.   800 

Correspondence  with  £.  E.  Lee  ....  ,   800, 888,579 

Mentioned  ,  'fft  291. 873.  896, 962, 101 1 

Report  of  advance  upon  and  occupation  of  Grafton,  \V.  Va   50 

Tompkins,  Daniel  D.    Mentioned..   700 

Tompkins,  Oeorge  W.  B.    Mentioned  -   361,  357,716 

Tompkins,  R.  A-    Mentioned  a  '.  287 

Tompkins,  B\  8,    Mentioned  520 

Totten,  Joseph  O.    Mentioned  ....  28, 603 

Tower,  Levi.    Mentioned   397, 400 

Townsend,  E.  D.    Mentioned..   111.158.324 

(See  Army  HeadquarUr$.) 

Townsend,  Frederick 

Mentioned  ,          78-86, 88, 90. 666 

Report  of.  engagement  at  Big  Bethel,  Va.,  Jane  1Q   B6 

Trade  and  Intercourse  9  .".  .'  . .  629, 

633. 644. 650. 690. 770. 774. 786. 788, 790, 791, 842, 864, 956, 96j6 

TreadweH,  T.  J. 

Correspondence  with  R.  Patterson  —  *   647 

Mentioned  *   629, 635. 647 

Trimble,        — .   Mentioned    740 

Triplet*,  Lieutenant.   Meationed   533 

Trfpler,  Charlea  8.    Menti oned   160,601 

Trotter,  Mr.    Mentioned  .."  ,  t   70 

Trowbridge,  C.  P.  Mentioned  .   366 

Tucker,  John.    Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  fi   616,617,635,638 

Tully,  H.   Mentioned   467.468 

Turk,  R.   Mentioned   254 

Turley,  John  A.   Mentioned  286-228, 232 

Turiey,  P.  D.   Mentioned   268 

Turner,  Sergeant.    Mentioned   211 

Tumey,  Peter.    Mentioned   898 

Turpin,  C.   Mentioned  ...   53H 

Tyler,  Captain.   Mentioned  r   130 

Tyler,  Daniel 

Correspondence  with  Irvin  McDowell   306,  312,713 

Mentioned  ».   125. 128, 303, 304. 306. 307, 309, 313, 

314.  317-320.  323.  324.  326.  327,  329-334,  337, 346,  353-355, 361,  364,370, 
371.  373.374.  384.  402.  405,  487,  490,493,496,502,695,700,710,  710,726 

Reports  of 

Blackburn's  Ford,  Va.   Action  at,  July  IS   3J0 

Bull  Run,  Va.   Battle  of,  July  21   348.351,352 

Tyler,  D.  B.   Mentioned   8 

Tyler,  B.  B.    Mentioned  ».   212,214 

Tyler,  Nat 

Mentioned    250,257. 262. 263, 265, 209, 2*3, 994 

Report  of  operations  West  Virginia  Campaign,  July  1-14   259 

Tyler,  R.  O    Mentioned   342 


United  States  Troops  (Regulars).  Mentioned.  Artillery  Regiments:  1st, 
Batteries,  E,  669 j  Q,  314,  328,  346,  347.  378.  381,  424-426.  429,  768,  769:  H, 
669;  L  315,  320,  328,  332,  345-347,  369,  371,  385,  402,  405, 406.  408, 414,  490,  493, 
495,  566;  2d,  A,  315, 345-347,  379.424-427,  768,  769;  D,  315,  328,  346,  347,  385, 
387,  39:5,  397,  402-405, 408-411,  416,  493,  768,  769;  B,  314,  328,  345-348,  351, 
352, 357,  359,  3G0 1 368, 487,  768, 700 ;  9.  315,  335, 336,  345-347, 366,  374,  375,  424- 
426.  428-430,  431,  436,  768,  769j  M,H14,  335, 345-347,  351,366,  374,375,  377,378, 
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United  States  Troops  (Regulars).   Mentioned. — Continued. 

382,  424-4211,  428,  429,  431*  434,  435,  438,  768,  7 1 H j .  3d,  B,  39,  40,  311,  3tt,  314, 
320,  329,  340-348,  350.  351.  358,  365.  368,  370,  442,  444. 450. 487,  497  ,  547, 595,  590, 
001,  6j0j  025,027,031,  jgg,  708,  7(39 ;  4th,  P,  161,  172,  180-182, 184,  665,727;  O. 
195,211,262;  1,195,262;  5th, D,  106-108. 120. 315,  ML 328, 346, 347. 383-886. 387, 
391,  394,  414.  489.  493,  495,  503,  708,  709j  O,  444.  Cavalry  Regiments :  1st, 
194.  315.  347, 383, 393. 403,  074 ;  2d,  39-41.59.00.62.117, 180.  172,  180.  186,  309. 
313-31'..  393,  383,  592,  G22,  05*,  00(>,.Q0"-,  (i97.  Dragoon  Regiments:  1st,  100j 
2d,  315.  383,  393,  Infantry  Regiments:  2d,  315.  390,  001,  00*  0S9,  090, 

622 ;  3d,  315,  390,  403,  618,  619,  (3^5,  027,  631,  032,  005,  009,071.  090,  (>'.>?  ;  5th, 
625;  8th,  315j  669,  09J,  t£TL    Marines :  391,392. 

Upton,  Emory.    Mentioned   350,301,354 

Utterback,  K.  B.    Mentioned   522 

Vandever,  Isaac.    Mentioned  —  124 

Varian,  Joshua  M.    Mentioned     39 

Varney,  George.    Mentioned   354, 357 

Vaughan,  Robert  H.   Mentioned   92 

Vaughan,  William  R.    Mentioned   92 

Vaughn,  John  O. 

Mentioned   130, 131,477 

Report  of  skirmish  at  New  Creek,  W.  Vs.,  Jnne  19   131 

Venable,  Professor.    Mentioned   520.  527 

Vermont  Troops.   Mentioned.    Infantry  Regiments :  1st,  82, 97.  C48-050,  741 ; 

2d,  315,  405,  418,  422. 
Vienna,  Va. 

Action  near,  Jnne  12.   Reports  of 

Gregg,  Maxcy   128 

McDowell,  Irvin   124 

Scbenck,  Robert  C   120 

Skirmish  near,  July  12.   Reports  of  Dixon  S.  Miles   422,  423 

Vincent,  Thomas  M   496 

Virginia,  C.  8.  8.  (U.  8.  Frigate  Merrimao).    Montioued^   894, 92* 

Virginia. 

Affairs  in,  generally.    Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S,  A   93J 

Davis,  Jefferson     922, 970 

Hunter,  R.  M.  T   920 

Johnston,  Joseph  E   959, 1005 

Lee,  Robert  E   777, 784, 836. 890, 927, 937 

Arms,  &.c,  to  be  furnished  to  Maryluud  uud  Missouri   794, 798 

"Beauty  and  Booty"  proclamation     907 

Confederate  troops  iu 

Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A   792,798 

Bonham,  M.  L   831 

Davis,  Jefferson   773 

Lee,  Robert  E  781. 840 

Virginia,  Advisory  Council  of   293 

Virginia,  Governor  of   804 

Return  of  (approximate)  May  30   895 

Co-operation  of  Maryland  and  Tennessee   773, 793, 794 

Defense  of,  military  and  naval  preparations  for.   Report  of  Robert  E.  Leo.  221 

Executive  Journal  of.   Extract  from   721 

Leo,  Robert  E.,  assignments  to  command  in   775, 813, 827 

Mason,  John  M ..  ap|>oiutcd  Commissioner  to  visit  Maryland   222 
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Virginia—Continued. 

Military  and  naval  forces  of 

Placed  at  disposal  of  Confederate  Government.  Communications  from 

Virginia,  Governor  of   

War  Department,  C.  S  783.792.806 

Transferred  to  Confederate  Government.  Proclamation  of  Governor  of 

Virginia   911 

Militia   71. 891. 787. 833. 834. 850. 864. 926. 927r 

948. 961. 952, 966. 967, 962, 969,973, 977, 980, 962, 985; 988, 993, 996, 997 

Operations  in 

James  River,  on  south  aide.    Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters   23, 672 

Butler,  Benjamin  P   662.666 

Forrest,  French   854 

Gwynn,  Walter  801, 808, 863 

Hnger,  Benjamin   892,911,933, 966,996 

Lee,  Robert  E   788,791, 

795,  800.  801,  804, 816, 835, 838-840, 866, 875, 884, 898, 919, 930, 935, 1001 

Pemberton,  J.  C   982 

Taloott,  Andrew   781 

Thomas,  Francis  J   896 

Virginia,  Governor  of   801.804 

(Bee  also  Norfolk,  Pig  Point,  and  SowtlT$  Point) 

Northeastern.    Communications  from 

Adj ntant -General's  Office,  U.S.  A   752 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  8.  A .512, 614, 980, 983, 965, 966 

Alexander,  B.  8   747 

Army  Headquarters  „   700, 742, 743, 745-749. 751-756. 758 

Beauregard,  O.  T  .738, 901, 932,  946, 947,  969, 980 

Cheenut,  James,  jr   506.509 

Cocke,  Philip  St.  George.  24, 25, 776, 785, 786, 795, 817-619, 831. 841,  642, 84$ 

Davis,  Jefferson  507-509, 511, 980, 981, 985-987 

Dix,  John  A  „   767 

Hanscon  * .  747 

HeinUelman,  Samuel  P   666 

Holmes,  The&philua  H   933, 958,959 

Hunt,  Henry  J   768 

Hunton,  Eppa  y   915 

Johnston,  Joseph  E   96,982,986,995 

Kerrigan,  J.  E   753 

Lee,  Robert  E   26, 515,795,796, 

806, 813, 815,821,  822,  845,  868,  865, 866, 872, 873, 879, 891,  894,  926,959 

Leesburg,  Va.,  citizens  of  4   915 

McClellan,  George  B   752, 759 

McCunn,  John  H.   748.753,754 

McDowell,  Irvin   125. 663. 666, 695, 700, 710. 718, 719, 722. 738 

Mansfield,  Joseph  K.  F   716,751,753, 754,757 

Maury,  William  L   796 

Mend  ell,  George  H   747 

Miles,  Dixon  8  %   716 

Mulligan,  J.  B   751 

Navy  Department,  C.  8   958 

Pennsylvania,  Governor  of   750 

Powell,  E.  B  <. 

B  R — VOL  n 

Diaitized 


Google 


1090 


INDEX. 


Virginia — Continued. 
Operations  in 

Northwestern.    Communications  from 

Pryor,  Roger  A   797 

Runyon,  Theodore   749 

Scott,  Thomas  A   749.750.754.756.757 

Sherman,  W.  T   755 

Smith,  William  Taylor   796 

8nyder,  B.  P   756,757 

8tuart,  J.  E.  B   995 

Tyler,  Daniel   713 

War  Department,  C.  S   958 

War  Department,  U.  8    739,743,756 

Woodbury,  D.  A   7Jfi 

(Bee  also  Alexandria,  Arlington  Heights,  Bull  Bun  Campaign,  Fairfax 
C.  H.,  Harper3*  Ferry,  Shenandoah  Valley,  and  Vienna.) 

Northwestern.    (See  Harper's  Ferry  and  West  Virginia. ) 

Peninsula.    Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters   612. 640. 678 

Barron,  S   821 

Butler,  Benjamin  P   648, 663, 666, 708, 735, 741, 763, 765 

Cabell,  EL  C   829 

Cary,  J.  B   W0 

Ewell,  Benjamin  S   K>3,  862, 870,  a)l,  ?t»3 

Hill,  D.  H   en 

Iluger,  Benjamin   882,892 

Johnston,  Robert   1003, 1007, 1010 

Lee,  Robert  E  898, 800, 801, 831, 638, 887-859,  875, 876,  8N>, 

882-885,  888, 900,  917, 925,  930,  9:t5,  936,  946.  949.  951,  963.  972.  975.  929 

Magruder,  John  B   189. 877, 878, 884-886, 892,  893, 

900,902,912,931,  938,  940,942,957,  960. 964. 970. 977, 988. 990. 1007.  lUQti 

Meade,  R.  K.,  jr   971 

Preston,  Thomas  L   866 

Randolph,  George  W   939,967 

Rightor,  N.  H   185 

Rives,  Alfred  L   271 

Tul co  tt ,  Andrew   781 

Taliaferro,  William  B   821.834.S43 

Whittle,  William  Q   821 

War  Department,  C.  8   90 

(See  also  Back  Biver,  Back  Hirer  Road,  Big  Bethel,  Gloucester  Point, 
Hampton,  New  Market  Bridge,  Newport  News,  and  Yorktown.) 

Potomac  River  and  Fredericksburg.   Communications  from 

Beauregard,  G.  T   932 

Coeke,  Philip  St.  George   778,780.795. 831 

Dahlgren,  John  A   642 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H   929, 933, 973, 976 

Hunter,  R.  M.  T   920 

Ingraham,  D.  H   812 

Kerr,  William  H   278 

Lee,  Robert  E   778. 803, 807, 816, 898, 916, 932, 941, 961, 963, 97 1, 97b 

Lewis,  LL  H.   228 

Maury,  William  L   296 

Peyton,  George  H   843 

Ruggles,  Daniel. i   776. 810. 820. 860. 867. 874. 878, 90:1 
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Virginia — Continued. 
Operations  in 

Potomac  River  and  Fredericksburg.    Communication*  from 

Smith,  William  Taylor   796 

Virginia,  Advisory  Council  of   778 

Virginia,  Governor  of   778 

War  Department,  C.  6   949 

Williamson,  Thomas  H   778,811,612 

(See  also  Aqwia  Creek,  Mathia*  Point,  and  Rappahannock  River.) 

Southwestern.    Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspeetor  General's  Office,  C.  £.  A   998^  1001, 1006 

Anderson,  S*  R   1001, 1002, 1005 

Floyd,  John  B   9J& 

Lee,  Robert  E   1002 

War  Department,  C.  8   1002 

Policy  of   776-77*. 

788, 797, 804, 805, 812, 81 4-816, 822,  886-827,  834,  836,  849,  860,  863,  865 
Secession  of.    (See  Summary  of  Prinnpul  Events,  p.  1.) 

Army  to  vote  on  Ordinance  of   846 

Special  agent  to  be  sent  to  Maryland   794 

Union  Army,  advance  of,  into,  May  24.    Reports  of 

Bonham,  M  L   42,  43 

Farnham,  N.  L   41 

Heinttelman,  Samuel  P  •   40 

Sandford,  Charles.  W   31 

Terrett,  George  H   43 

Willcox,  Orlando  B   41 

Union  sentiment  in   714, 902, 916, 948, 955, 956, 961 

Volunteers  in,  armed,  April  VL   Statement  of   940 

Volunteers  (State  and  Confederate).   Return  of  (approximate),  May  30   895 

Virginia,  Adjutant-General  of    Correspondence  with 

Beckley,  Alfred  •-   951 

Carson,  James  H   926 

Ewell,  Benjamin  S   833 

Harper,  Kenton   222 

Virginia,  Advisory  Council  of 
Correspondence  with 

Lee,  Robert  E   895.940 

Proceedings  of— extracts   772, 773, 793 

Virginia,  Department  of  (Union). 

Butler,  Benjamin  F.,  assigned  to  and  assumes  command  of   640, 643 

Orders,  General,  series  1861 :  No.  1,  643;  No.  2^  264. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1861 :  No.  186,  Ttil. 

(For  operations,  bee  Virginia — Penineula  and  South  Side  Jamee  River.) 
Virginia  Forces,  Headquarters  (Confederate). 


Orders,  General,  series  1861 :  No.  1,775;  No.  2, 783 ;  No.  3,783;  No.  12.817: 

No.  13, 827 ;  No.lL846j  No.  20, 882  ;  No.^ojjj  No.  28, 943 ;  No.  30^72. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1861:  NO.L787J  No.  16. 803 ;  No.  39,  pars.  I  and  IV, 
828;  pars.  II  and  III,  879j  No.  95,  par.  1,879;  par.  II,  865j  No.  109,  867 j 
No.  126,  885j  No.  127,886;  No.  149, 896 ;  No.  211,963;  No.  217,  &72j  No. 
224,  980. 
Virginia,  Governor  of 
Correspondence  with 

Anderson,  S.  R   946 
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Virginia,  Governor  of — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson  r,,,,,,,,   773 

Herman,  M.  G  „   848 

Harper,  Kenton   774 

Lee,  Robert  E   784,801,804,813,926,927 

Magruder,  J.  B   IB 

Boggles,  Daniel   776 

War  Department,  C  S   783, 792, 801, 806 

Orders  of,  April  18,  771 ;  April  23,  775. 

Proclamations  of  '.   797, 911 

Virginia  Troops.  Mentioned.  Alburtis'  Battery,  470,  475.480. 494,  497.  569; 
Alexandria  Light  Artillery  (Kemper),  129, 130, 440,442, 444,449, 450,451-453, 
457-459, 470, 480. 491. 496. 497, 498, 518-620, 522, 523, 525. 526, 534-536, 550. 568, 570, 
817,819, 1000;  Beckham's  Battery,  476, 480, 483, 484, 496, 557, 569 ;  Brown's 
Battery,  834,893 ;  Cabell's  Battery,  789, 834, 968j  Fredericksburg  Artillery 
( Braxton),  57, 136 ;  Grove's  Battery,  470;  Howitzer  Battalion  ( Randolph),  91, 
93, 95, 97, 98-101 , 103, 789, 790, 885 ;  Imboden's  Battery.  470, 474, 480. 481, 488- 
492, 494,567,569,868;  Kirby's  Battery  (f),  996;  Latham's  Battery,  441,470. 
480, 490,  491, 497, 550, 553, 554,  568, 563,  568, 570, 789, 1000 ;  Lee  Battery  (Ander- 
son), 255,208-273,931;  Life  Guards,  94;  Loudoun  Artillery  (Ragert),  470, 487, 
492, 494. 497, 551-555. 568, 570 ;  Norfolk  Light  Artillery  Blues  (  Viekery),  34 ; 
Puroell  Artillery  (Walker),  56-69.  134-136, 476, 480, 491. 499. 566. 789, 811. 832, 
867.  898;  Rockbridge  Artillery  (Pendleton),  185,  470,  472,  476,  480,481,487, 
494,569,  822,868;  Shield's  Battery,  440, 449, 455, 470, 480, 498, 568, 1000 ;  Shu- 
maker's  Battery,  285, 930, 994,  998;  Smith's  Battery,  991 ;  Btanard's  Bat- 
tery, 189, 192, 474, 480, 481, 492, 494, 569, 943 ;  Stanley's  (field)  Battery  (f), 
987;  Star  Artillery  (8th)  ( Riot ),  237,  238,  265,  998.  Cavalry  Companies : 
Bath,  992,993, 1006;  Beoksf  a, 291, 788;  Black  Horse  (Payne),  438, 440, 449, 
532,  534,  819,  841 ;  Brock's,  291,  292;  Cabell's,  62,  440;  Charles  City,  880; 
Chatham  Grays,  75-77.94.101-104;  Chesterfield  (Ball),  27,  41,  43,  62,128, 
440. 449. 457.  532,  534,  819,  873;  ChurChville,  262,  984;  Dou that's,  102,  903; 
Fairfax  ( Potoell),  27, 62,  449, 527,532,819;  Greenbrier,  226;  Halifax  Cataw- 
ba, 191, 192j  Hanover,  570;  Lee's  Legion,  137j  Little  Fork  Rangers  ( Utter- 
back),  497,572;  Old  Dominion  Dragoons,  75,  991;  Powhatan  (Lay),  497, 
572, 817-819,841;  Prince  William,  64;  Rappahannock  (Oreen),  42, 62, 64, 440, 
817,  819, 841;  Scott's,  499,666;  Sterrett's,  848;  Thornton's,  62;  Varlna,  880; 
Warwick  Beauregarde,  9<M;  White's,  899;  Wickham's,  128,  440,  449,452, 
469, 532.  Cavalry  Battalions:  Harrison's,  440,  470,  66a  Cavalry  Begi- 
ments:  1st.  185, 187, 408, 470, 476. 480, 482-484, 487, 493, 494, 667, 669 ;  7th,  472; 
30th  (2d),  128. 440. 449. 452. 457. 458, 470. 487, 497, 498, 602, 520, 527, 632, 534, 635, 
538, 643, 544. 552, 653, 562, 564, 565,  668,  570, 1000,  Infantry  Companies:  Au- 
gusta Lee  Rifles,  245, 261,  262, 266 ;  Beauregard  Rifles  (Moorman),  863 ;  Book- 
eta  Mi  Cunningham's,  944;  Fife's,  788;  Gouldin's,  137;  Halifax  Light 
(Grammar),  102;  Irwin  Guard,  853;  Latouohe's,  819 ;  Norfolk  Juniors,  34; 
Old  Dominion  Rifles  (Dicker ion ),  102;  Patten's,  788j  Porter's,  819j  Ports- 
mouth Rifles,  75j  Powhatan  Rifles,  265;  Richardson  Guards  ( WeUk), 
819;  Rockingham  Lee  Guard,  265_:  Sevann's,  788;  Southern  Guard,  104; 
Woods  Rifles,  34 ;  Wythe  Rifles,  98, 102;  York  (Sinclair),  991.  Infantry 
Battalions:  Mayo's,  136, 137j  Montague's,  94, 101, 102,  104;  Hansborough  a, 
242, 998  ;  Kanawha,  2113,  Infantry  Regiments :  Peninsula  Guards,  931;  1st 
Kanawha,  293;  2d  Kanawha,  2123;  1st,  440, 442-446, 461, 464, 469, 498, 543, 662, 
570.861,872,944,1000;  2d,  186. 470. 473. 481. 482. 486. 492. 569, 670. 861, 889  ;  3d, 
94, 97, 98, 861, 903,  914r983 ;  4th.  42,  186,  470, 473, 481 , 482, 486, 492, 569, 570. 861 ; 
5th,  185, 186,  470, 472, 473, 481, 482, 486, 492,  &9,  r,70, 861 ;  7th,  441,  443.  462-465. 
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Virginia  Troop*.  Mentioned— Continued. 
468,  469,  496, 556-658, 568,  570, 944,  WOl ;  8th.  469, 475, 4H0,  487,  492,  545,  546,  568, 
.'.70, 952,  1000 ;  10th,  470, 471. 479. 496, 669, 570 ;  11th.  440,442,  444,  461.  469,498, 
5^5^8^8^841,84^9^1000;  13th.  130, 131, 470, 471, 4*7, 557, 889 ;  15th, 
865,  893,  914,  931,  932,  957 ;  17th,  26,  27,  62-64,  440,  442-444  .  461,464,469,  498 
543-645, 570, 819, 841,  944, 1000 ;  18th,  440,  449^  469,  495-497.  523,  524,  540-548, 
550, 653, 567, 568, 670, 944, 1000 ;  19th,  440,  469, 497, 568,  570, 944. 1000 ;  20th, 236, 
239,245,  256,  259-268, 283, 942. 948. 960. 994. 998 :  23d,  285, 288, 994, 998 ;  24th, 
441, 443, 462-465. 469. 498, 543, 555, 944, 1000  ;  23th.  70,  71,  236, 237. 239. 242, 243, 
245, 254, 259, 261, 265^21ki |  27th,  470,  473,  4^4^4^492,495,569,  520;  28th, 
409. 440, 469, 496-497, 525. 646, 649-551, 553, 568, 570, 824,  H26, 845, 944, 1000 ;  31st, 
236, 243, 255, 285, 930,  9KJ, 998  ;  33d,  470,  473,  481, 486,  492,  494,  569,  570 ;  37th, 
238, 239,  285, 948, 950, 9*9,  998;  44th,  216, 240, 245, 248, 252, 263,  264, 265, 273-285, 
994,998.;  49th,  469,  475,  487,  492,  495,  551,  552,  555,  568,  570, 1000.  Militia  Reg- 
iments: 68th,  833, 859,988;  115th,  859,  988,  1008;  126th,  951 ;  129th,  951; 
142d,  951 ;  184th,  951 ;  187th,  951 ;  190th,  951. 

Volmer,  John.    Mentioned   127 

Wabash,  Steamer.    Mentioned   63 

Wadsworth,  James  8.   Mentioned  322, 369,388 

Wagner,  Mr.   Mentioned   737 

Walcutt,  Charles  C.    Mentioned   226 

Waldr on,  P.  E.    Mentioned   435 

Waldron,  8.  W.    Mentioned   436 

Walke.  Sergeant.    Mentioned   265 

Walker,  John  B.    Mentioned   421 

Walker,  John  8.   Mentioned   91,97,98 

Walker,  Joseph.    Mentioned   542 

Walker,  LP.   (See  War  Department,  C.  S.) 

Walker,  Nathan.    Mentioned   421 

Walker,  R.  L.   Mentioned   476, 491, 777, 780, 789, 903 

Walker,  R.  W.   Mentioned   211 

Wallace,  Edward.   Mentioned  451, 463, 525 

Wallace,  Lew. 

Correspondence  with 

McClellan,  George  B   134 

Patterson,  Robert   171, 668, 676),  689, 694,  696, 704, 712, 717 

Mentioned   105, 134, 158, 159, 162, 675, 688, 689, 

691,  692,  694,  695,  698,  TOO,  704, 706,  708, 710,  712, 715, 725-727, 734, 735 

Reports  of 

Frankfort,  W.  Vs.   Skirmish  at,  June  26   134 

Patterson's  Creek,  W.  Vs.   Skirmish  at,  June  26   124 

Roinney,  W.  Vs.    Descent  of  Union  troops  on,  Jane  13   125 

Wallace,  William.   Mentioned   626,452 

Waller,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned   633. 

Walrath,  Ezra  L.    Mentioned   313 

Walter,  Charles.   Mentioned   350, 364, 355 

Walthal,  James  A.   Mentioned   521 

Walton,  John  B. 
Reports  of 

Bull  Run  Campaign.    Operations  July  18   465 

Bull  Run,  Vs.  Battle  of,  July  21   515 

Walton,  Thomas.    Mentioned   463,  544 

Ward,  Captain.    Mentioned   292 

Ward,  Major.    Mentioned   978 

Ward,  H.  C.    Mentioned   552 
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Ward,  J.  H.  Hobart. 

Mentioned  •   406,410 

Report  of  battle  of  Ball  Ran,  Va. ,  July  ill   4l0 

War  Department,  C.  8.   Correepondence  with 

Anderson,  S.  K     1001, 1002, 1005 

Beauregard, G.  T  947 

Bird,  H,  D   721 

Bl  an  chard,  A.  G   813 

0.  fi.  Hooae  of  Representative*   90 

Floyd,  John  B   906 

Holmes,  T.  H   933,  949, 958, 959 

Lee,  Robert  E   877 

McDonald,  An gus  W..  ,  

Navy  Department,  C.  8  

Pryor,  Roger  A   797 

Virginia,  Governor  of   788.792,801,805 

War  Department,  U.  EL   Correepondence  with 

Adjutant-General's  0 fflce,  U.  fi,  A     177 

Army  Headquarters   623,662 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P   690,716 

Butler,  Benjamin  F   629,641 

Carlile,  John  8   706,723 

Cockeysville,  Md.,  Commanding  Officer  ..  584 

Connecticut,  Governor  of  ■  .*   601 

Dix,  John  A   761,765,770 

Draper,  Simeon   756 

Forton.8.  M  577,578,598 

Franklin,  William  B   662,700 

Garrett,  John  W   615,617 

Gi  ttings,  John  8    580 

Grinnell,  Moees  H   766 

Hamilton, Alexander,  jr   756 

Jones,  Edward  F   634 

Jones,  Roger   6 

Kerrigan,  J.  E.   753 

Latham,  George  R  ,   630 

Leffertft,  M  ....   582 

MoClellan,  George  B  -   642,705 

Maine,  Governor  of   661 

Maryland,  Governor  of....   677, 581 

Massachusetts,  Governor  of   665 

Michigan,  Governor  of   661 

Navy  Department,  U.  8    583,697 

New  Hampshire,  Governor  of    661 

New  Jersey, Governor  of....   661 

New  York,  Governor  of   600 

Ohio,  Governor  of   576 

Ordnance  Department,  U.  &  A   5 

Patterson,  Robert   175, 176, 594, 698, 610, 623, 672, 680 

Peirpoint,  Francis   723,730,736 

Pennsylvania,  Governor  of   166. 743 

Pennsylvania,  Quartermaster-General  of   646 

Sherman,  John   702,710 

Stetson,  C.  A   756 

Stone,  Charles  P   600 
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War  Department,  XT  8.    Correspondence  with — Continued.  **** 

Thomson,  J.  Edgar   578, 596,  601,603,606 

Tucker,  John   616,617,635,638 

U.  &  Senate  6, 177 

Wheat,  James  8   Ztt 

Whiteley,  L  A   580 

Wisconsin,  Governor  of   661 

War  drop,  David  W.    Mentioned   81 

Warford,  Mr.    Mentioned   582 

Warner,  Steamer.    Mentioned  «...  617 

Warner,  Alexander.    Mentioned   355 

Warner,  Hiram  8.   Mentioned   413 

Warren,  Oouverneur  K.    Mentioned   80 

Washburn,  A-  L.    Mentioned   435 

Washburn,  Israel,  jr.    (See  Main*,  Governor  of.) 

Washburn,  Peter  T.   Mentioned   78, 79-81, 84, 88. 

Washington  County,  Md,  Sheriff  of.   Correspondence  with  Governor  of 

Maryland   589 

Washington,  Department  of. 

Limits  defined   679, 607, 611 

Mansfield,  Joseph  K.  F.,  esssigned  to  and  assumes  command  of   607,608 

Orders,  General  series  1861  i  No.  9,  60S, 

Orders,  Special,  series  1861 :  No.  U,  580. 

Smith,  C.  V.,  relieved  from  command  of   607 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Announced  as  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Potomac   763 

Defense  of  (immediate),  measures  for.    Communications,  from 

Army  Headquarters  602, 611, 614, 638, 690, 691, 694, 696, 706, 761, 768 

DLr,  John  A.     761 

Engineer  Department,  U.  8*  A   568 

Mansfield,  Joseph  K.  F.   618 

Patterson,  Robert   624.696,697 

War  Department,  U.  ft  623,661,662,665,700 

Defenses  of.    Report  of  IL  J.  Hunt  of  condition  of  artillery  in   768 

Interruption  of  communication  with.    Communications  from 

Adjutant- General's  Office,  U.  &  A   678 

Army  Headquarters   578. 584, 585, 687 

Baltimore,  Marshal  of  Police  of   13,577 

Baltimore,  Mayor  of  —   12,581 

Baltimore  Police  Commissioners   & 

Brown,  J.  Camming...   14 

Crawford,  William   577 

Felton,  EL  M  ..  „  577,578 

Gittings,  John  S   5tfQ 

"Dee"   586 

Lefferta,  M   ....  ....  .... ...... ......  082 

Lincoln,  Abraham  ,   581 

Lowe,  E.  Louis   14 

Maryland,  Governor  of-   12,581,586 

Ohio,  Governor  of   .....  678 

Talcott,  Mr   586 

Thomson,  J.  Edgar....   578 

War  Department,  U.  8.   577,584 

Whiteley,  L.  A   58D 

Wilmot,  D   682,583 

(See  also  Baltimore,  Md.—Riot  April  19^ 
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Washington,  D.  C. — Continued. 

Officere  and  soldiers  visiting,  regulations  for   769 

Opening  and  securing  route  to.    Communications  from 

Adjutant -General's  Office,  U.  8.  A   583 

Array  R  cad  quarters   579, 580, 684, 586, 

587, 691.  600, 603, 607,  606, 611.  614,  618,  619,627,  631,633,637,638,762 

Boll,  E.  W   779 

Bntler,  Benjamin  P   589,593,604,623 

Clarke,  Daniel   7tiD 

Cooke,  Philip  St.  George   779.780 

Corcoran,  Michael   610 

Felton,  S.M   598,609 

Garrett,  John  W   615 

Lee,  W.  H   779 

Lefferte,  M   582 

Maryland,  Governor  of   586, 588, 591,592,598 

New  York,  Governor  of   600 

Patterson,  Robert  579, 580, 585, 594. 696. 599. 615, 622. 624, 628, 632, 637 

Pratt,  Thomas  O   78Q 

Thomson,  J.  Edgar   596,601" 

Tucker,  John  ,  616.636 

War  Department,  U.  8   598, 600, 603, 617, 623, 638 

Washington  Navy- Yard. 

Defense  of,  measures  for.   Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters  .  .*  

Navy  Department,  U.  8  

War  Department,  U.  8  

Washington,  George.   Mentioned   834 

Washington,  J.  B.   Mentioned   478.960 

Washington,  James  XL  McP.   Mentioned   253, 286,287 

Washington,  John  A.  Mentioned   259 

(See  Robert  E.  Lee.) 

Washington,  John  EL  Mentioned   820 

Washington,  John  T.   Mentioned   820 

Washington,  L.  Q.   Mentioned   449,520 

Waterbury,  Charles  O.   Mentioned   "29 

Waterson,  John.   Mentioned   426 

Watson,  William  EL   Mentioned   420 

Watts,  Lieutenant.   Mentioned   5£i 

Watts,  C.  L.  Mentioned   96 

Watts,  John  H,  Mentioned  

Weaver,  E.  C.   Correspondence  with  F.  E.  Patterson  

Webb,  Alexander  EL   Mentioned   348 

Webb,  J.  D.  Mentioned   469 

Welch,  Lieutenant.   Mentioned   289.292 

Welch,  Peter.  Mentioned   354,357 

Welsh,  J.  Mentioned   819 

Wentworth,  Obed  P.   Mentioned . . . . ;   388,395 

Werley,  J.  W.   Mentioned   9ft 

Worth,  W.  EL 

Correspondence  with  John  B.  Magmder   914 

Mentioned   98.101,102,913,914 

Reports  of 

Big  Bethel.   Engagement  at,  June  10   102,103 

Newport  News.   Reconnaissance  from  Yorktown  to,  June  1   7_& 
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Wast,  John  M.    Mentioned   84 

Wertervelt,  Mr.    Mentioned   257 

West  Virginia. 

Address  of  George  B.  MoClellan  to  soldier*  of  expedition  to   48 

Application  to  U.  Si  Government  for  aid  to  suppress  invasion  and  do- 
mestic violence  713,723 

Anns  for  defense  of  Union  inhabitants  of   766 

Confederate  troops  in,  May  'ML    Retain  of  (approximate)  

Embraced  in  Department  of  the  Ohio  

Militia  (Union).  Muter  in  of,  for  State  service   666, 673, 679 

Operations  in.    Commoni cations  from 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  U.  8.  A   763 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  SLA   904, 

906, 925, 944,962. 974.961 

Army  Headquarters..  201, 204,  648, 666. 679.706, 742, 743, 746,  749. 752, 755. 267 

Anderson,  &  R   846. 

Aston,  Samuel  W   964 

Bekam,  C.  ft   964 

Boy  kin,  Francis  M   5&7 

Carlile,  John  ft   752 

Carson,  James  H   926 

Cochrane,  James  ,   228 

Davis,  Jefferson   247,906 

Don  that,  Charles  F   906 

Early,  Jubal  A   906 

Fnlkerson,  J.  V   984 

Garnett,  B,  8   276, 281-283, 926, 930, 938, 942 

Habock,  James  J   906 

Harman,  M.  G   70, 848, 993 

Hill,  C.  W   „   225 

Irvine,J   224 

Jackson,  IL  R   246, 251, 253, 984, 968-990, 994, 997 

Johnston,  Joseph  E   130, 898,899 

Kernan,  Edward  D   864 

T^tham,  George  R    630 

Lee,  Robert  E   71, 239, 240, 242, 243, 245, 800, 802, 830, 637, 

840,  856,  860,  873,  884,  901,  910.  947, 948, 950, 954, 979, 986, 987, 993-996 

Lee,  Stephen   992 

Loring,  W.  W   999. 1006. 1009 

McClellan,  George  B   134, 187, 208, 209, 224, 250, 252, 642, 

663,  655.  656.  666.  673.  674.  677,  691,706,726,728,731,734,742,744,752 

Morris,  T.  A   66,  67,  673 

Patterson,  Robert    734 

Pegram,  John   275.276 

Peirpoint,  Francis  H    713,730,737 

Porterfield,  George  A  ,   843,855 

Ramsey,  J.  N   253 

Robinson,  Wyndham   864 

Rosecrans,  W.  ft   268 

Ruokman,  John  H   918 

8cott,  Thomas  A   757 

Scott,  William  C   244 

Shriver,  Dan.  M   864 

Snyder,  B.  P   763 

Tompkins,  C.  Q  
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Wert  Virginia— Continued. 

Operations  in.    Communications  from 

Virginia,  Governor  of   846, 946 

War  Department,  C.  8   906 

War  Department,  U.  8   705, 723,736 

Wheat,  James  8   766 

White,  Newton  K   964 

Willis,  Edward   284 

Wise,  Henry  A   1Q11 

(Bee  also  Events,  via :  Grafton,  Harper' $  Ferry,  Philippi,  Romney,  Shenan- 
doah Valley,  and  West  Virginia  Campaign.) 

McClellan's  addresses  to  Army  of  the  West   196,236 

Proclamations  to  inhabitants  of  A8X 196 

Quota  of  troops  for  U.  8.  service   224 

Status  of  (Note)  1 

Union  sentiment  In   50,52,65,71, 112, 

157,  158, 195,  196,"  198,  239,  289,  291,  630, 656, 668, 670, 676,  ?(>:>,  713, 723, 
727,  731.  737,  766,  827,  830,  843.  849,  855,  860, 863. 864, 888. 890, 962, 1012 
(See  also  Kanaxcha  Valley  and  Northwestern  Virginia). 
West  Virginia  Campaign.   July  6-17. 
Reports  of 

Andrews,  G.  W   233 

Depny,  KG   230 

Garnett,  R.  8   236.239.240 

Hannan,  M.  G   244-247 

Heck,  J.  M   254 

Hill,  C.  W   224 

Hotchkiss,  Jed  261 

Irvine,  J   229 

Jackson,  H.  R   247.249 

Lamison,  Charles  N   233 

MeCleUan,  George  B   194,195,197-206,210 

Morton,  Thomas   93L2» 

Myers,  PL  A   235 

Rosecrans,  W.  8   212. 213 

8cott,  William  C   273 

Tyler,  Nat   259 

Returns  of  Confederate  troops. 

Garnett,  R.  8.   Command  of.   233 

Wise,  Henry  A.   Command  of   233 

Returns  of  Uuion  troops  (Note)  253 

(See  also  Events,  viz:   Barbour$ville,  Belington,  Beverly,  Carried  $  Ford, 
Olenville,  Laurel  Eill,  Middle  Fork  Bridge,  Red  House,  Rich  Mountain, 
Scarey  Creek,  Surrender  of  Pegram's  Command.) 
West  Virginia  Troops.    Mentioned.    Da  urn's  Battery,  224L    Infantry  Regi- 
ments: 1st,  44, 45,  66, 224, 225. 228. 231, 232, 234,  653, 731, 762 ;  2d,  44, 45, 209, 
225,231,232,762. 

We  there  d,  M.  L.  Mentioned   400 

Wharton,  Henry  W.    Mentioned   12© 

Wheat,  C.  R.    Mentioned  489. 499, 559, 561, 564, 1000 

Wheat,  James  £L   Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  8   760 

Wheaton,  Frank. 

Mentioned   39t,399 

Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Va.,  July  21  ;   400 

Wheeler,  Henry  W.    Mentioned   354,357 
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Whipple.  A  W.   Mentioned   323.831,377.418 

Whipple,  W.  D.    Mentioned  383. 384. 386 

White.  Mr.   Mentioned..   539 

White,  Colonel   877 

White,  Matthew  X  ,   131 

White,  Newton,  K.   Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davie   084 

White,  Robert   186 

White,  William.   Mentioned   96 

Whitehead,  Edgar.    Report  of  the  pursuit  of  Union  forces  after  battle  of  Bull 

linn,  Va   623 

Whiteley,  I*.  A.   Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S    5HQ 

Whitenech,  Jesae  D.   Mentioned  •   365 

Whiting,  Mr.   Mentioned  g88.683.686 

Whiting,  Charles  J.    Mentioned   1£Q 

Whiting,  Henry. 

Mentioned   418,419 

Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Va.,  July  21   422 

Whiting  W.  EL  C. 

Mentioned.-    471, 472, 477, 871, 872, 889, 923, 967 

Report  as  to  condition  of  Harper's  Ferry  and  its  defenses   fifiQ 

Whitner,  Major.    Mentioned   561 

Whitner,  B.  H.  Mentioned   612 

Whitney,  Addison  O.   Mentioned   8 

Whi? taker,  Lieutenant.   Mentioned   *96 

Whittington,  J.  B.    Mentioned   444, 466, 467, 469, 616, 517 

Whittle,  William  C. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee  —   821 

Mentioned  800, 821,  859, 936, 939, 970, 973 

Whittlesey,  Charles.   Mentioned   224.229 

Wickham,  William.    Mentioned   63, 520, 532,  r>33 

Wiggin,  John  &   Mentioned   420 

Wight,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned  %.  913 

Wilcox,  Colonel.    Mentioned   480 

Wilcox,  8.   Mentioned   297,298 

Wilcoxen,  Mr.   Mentioned   446 

Wilkinson,  C.  C.   Mentioned   562 

Willoox,  O.  B. 

Mentioned   40. 41. 306. 315. 319. 323. 327. 343. 347. 462, 4HM13. 417. 495. 550, 569 

Reports  of 

Alexandria,  Va.    Occupation  of,  May  24   41 

Bull  Run,  Va.    Battle  of,  July  21   408 

Fairfax  C.  PL,  Va.   Skirmish  at,  July  12    309,310 

Virginia.    Advance  of  Union  Army  into   41 

WiUey,  W.J.   Mentioned   71.243 

Williama,  Alpheus  a.   Mentioned   173. 658. 660, 069,  670. 679 

Williams,  Charles.    Mentioned   LHi 

William  Selden,  Steamer.    Mentioned    28.595 

Williams,  George.   Mentioned   96 

Williams,  J.  H 

Mentioned  449,451.520,999 

Reports  of 

Bull  Run,  Va.   Battle  of,  July  21  -   521 

Fairfax  C.  EL,  Va.   Skirmish  at,  Jnly  17.   453 

Mitchell's  Ford,  Va.    8kinnish  at,  July  12   4£ul 
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William*,  James  L.    Mentioned  .   266.993 

Williams,  L.  B.,  jr.    Mentioned   443, 445, 462-464 

Williams,  Robert    Mentioned   738. 

(See  Nathaniel  P.  Banks.) 

Williams,  Seth.    Mentioned   224,267 

(See  George  B.  McOlellan.) 

Williams,  Thomas  O.    Mentioned   798 

Williams,  T.  BL  Mentioned   562 

Williams,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned   446, 501, 931, 984 

Williamson,  Thomas  BL 

Correspondence  with  Daniel  Buggies  -   778, 811, 812 

Mentioned   608,810,816, 820, 872 

Willis,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned   558 

Willis,  Edward. 

Correspondence  with  William  C.  Soott   284 

Mentioned   284 

Wilmot,  D.   Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters   582 

Wilson,  Captain.    Mentioned   914 

Wilson,  Henry.   Mentioned   779 

Wilson,  John  M. 

Mentioned....   348,361,364,367 

Report  of  the  battle  of  Bull  Bun,  Vs.,  July  21   362 

Wilson,  John  P.   Correspondence  with  B.  £.  Lee   886 

Wilson.  L.   Mentioned   243.262 

Wilson,  Thomas.   Mentioned   642 

Wilson,  William  C.   Mentioned   218 

Winans,  Ross.    Mentioned  '.  29, 32,639-642 

Winder,  C.  8,   Mentioned   1000 

Wingfield,  Captain.   Mentioned   953 

Win  alow,  Cleveland.    Mentioned  84,90 

Winston,  Q.  A.   Mentioned  345.388 

Winthropr,  Mr.    Mentioned   938 

Winthrop,  Theodore.   Mentioned  81, 84, 86, 95, 938 

Wirt,  Colonel   Mentioned  \   258 

Wisconsin,  Governor  of.    Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  8.   661 

Wisconsin  Troops.    Mentioned.   Infantry  Regiments :  1st,  160, 181, 182, 183, 

186;  2d,  314,351,368,365;  3d,  158,170,12a;  4th,  158,172,760, 
Wise,  Henry  A 

Assigned  to  command  of  troops  in  Kanawha  Valley,  W.  Va   ..r...  908 

Correspondeu.ee  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A  908,944.962,974,981 

Leo,  Robert  £  .  243, 996, 1002, 1011 

Mentioned.  164, 204, 205, 210. 240-242, 288, 979, 986, 989, 995, 999, 1006. 1009 

Reports  of 

Barb  ours  vi  Lie,  W.  Va    Skirmish  at,  July  16  288,290 

Retreat  of  Confederate  troops  from  the  Kanawha  Valley   1011 

Scarey  Creek,  W.  Va.   Action  at,  July  12  288,291 

Wise,  O.  J.   Mentioned  198, 199, 202, 210, 212, 737 

Withers  (Adjutant).    Mentioned  547.548 

Withers,  R  E. 

Mentioned  449. 453. 495. 524, 549. 892. 1000 

Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Bun,  Va.,  July  21   546 

Withington,  W.  G.    Mentioned   8 

Withington,  William  EL  .  Mentioned   413 

Witt,  B.  T.   Mentioned    4   533 
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Wood,  A  M.     Mentioned  40. 383.386 

Wood,  Ersklne.    Mentioned   90 

Wood,  Henry  C.    Mentioned..   950 

Wood,  W.  EL    Mentioned  39-41,323 

Woodbury,  Augustus.    Mentioned   399 

Woodbury,  D.  A. 

Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters   748 

Mentioned  748.754 

Woodbury,  D.  P. 

Mentioned   39, 40, 326, 330, 331, 333, 382 

Report  of  battle  of  Bull  Bun,  Va.,  July  21   333 

Woodhouse,  Levi.    Correspondence  with  Robert  Patterson   174 

Woodruff,  George  A.    Mentioned   410 

Woodruff,  Israel  C.    Mentioned   603 

Woodruff,  William  B.   Mentioned   292 

Woods,  George    Mentioned   ft 

Woodward,  J.  J.   Mentioned   426 

Woodward,  Washington  W.    Mentioned   126 

Worth,  John.    Mentioned   97 

Wright,  Horatio  O. 

Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters  ^-  23 

Mentioned   41, 331, 333, 402, 404, 603, 756 

Report  of  expedition  to  Norfolk  navy-yard  and.  attempt  to  blow  np  dry 

dock,  April  20   U 

Wright,  John  C.    Mentioned   96 

Wyatt,  Henry  L.    Mentioned  92,96 

Wynkoop,  George  C. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  Patterson   699 

Mentioned  161,679,687,692 

Wyse,  Sol.    Mentioned   183. 

Yankee,  8teamer.    Mentioned  ,  27, 6T>1, 821 

Yohe,  SamueL    Correspondence  with  Robert  Patterson  644,212 

York,  J.  XL   Mentioned   541 

York,  Joaeph  £L    Mentioned   90 

Yorktown,  Va. 

Mil  grader,  John  B.,  assigned  to  command  at   865 

(For  operations,  see  Virginia — Peninsula. ) 
Yorktown,  Va.,  Commanding  Offloer.  Correspondence  with  Robert  £.  Lee. .  930 

Yost,  S.  M.    Mentioned   243 

Young,  David.  Mentioned   354 

Young,  Henry.    Mentioned   183 

Young,  J.  M.   Mentioned   96 

Young,  Samuel  D.    Correspondence  with  Thomas  A.  Scott   760 

Young,  W.  H.   Mentioned   8 

Young,  William  EL   Mentioned   423 

Zantiah,  John.    Mentioned   419 

Zarvona,  Richard  T.  (Col.  Thomas).    Mentioned   740 

ZebeL  EL  L    Mentioned   467,468 

Zeflin,  Jaoob.   Mentioned  *.  380 
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